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PREFACE.

The province of the historian is to gather the threads of the past ere they elude forever his

grasp and weave them into a harmonious web to which the Art Preservative may give immortal-

ity. Therefore he who would rescue from fast-gathering oblivion the deeds of a community and

send them on to futurity in an imperishable record should deliver " a plain, unvarnished tale,"

—

" Nothing extenuate,

Nor set down aught in malice."

In such a spirit have the compilers of the following pages approached the work of detailing

the history of the county embodied herein, and trust they have been fairly faithful to the task

imposed.

^ It has been our honest endeavor to trace the history of the development of this section from

that period when it was in the undisputed possession of the red man to the present, and to place

before the reader an authentic narrative of its rise and progress to the prominent position it now

occupies among the counties of New England.

That such an undertaking is attended with no little difficulty and vexation none will deny.

The aged pioneer relates events of the early settlements, while his neighbor sketches the same

^ events with totally different outlines. Man's memory is ever at fault, while Time paints a differ-

ent picture upon every mind. With these the historian has to contend
;
and, while it has been

vK- our aim to compile an accurate history, were it devoid of all inaccuracies that perfection would

liave been attained of which the writer had not the faintest conception, and which Lord Macaulay

once said never could be reached.

From colonial and other documents in the State archives, from county, town, and village

records, family manuscripts, printed publications, and innumerable private sources of informa-

tion, we have endeavored to produce a history which should prove accurate, instructive, and in

every respect worthy the county rejTresented. How well we have succeeded in our task a gener-

ous public, jealous of its reputation and honor, of its traditions and memories, of its defeats and

triumphs, must now be the judge.

We desire to acknowledge our sincere thanks to the editorial fraternity generally for much

valuable information, which has greatly lessened our labor in the preparation of this work, and also

to each and every one who has assisted us in its compilation, and would cheerfully make personal

mention of each, but it is impracticable, as the number reaches over a thousand.

Philadelphia, Jan. 1, 1881.

D. H. H.
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FAIRFIELD

HISTORY
OP

COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

CHAPTER I.

GEOGEAPHICAI. AND DESCBIPTIVE.

Fairfield County is located in the southwestern

part of the State of Connecticut and is bounded as

follows: On the north by Westchester Co., N. Y.,

and the counties of Litchfield and New Haven, in

Connecticut ; on the east by Litchfield and New
Haven Counties ; on the south by Long Island

Sound ; and on the west by the counties of West-

chester, Putnam, and Dutchess, in the State of New
York. It is separated from New Haven County by

the Housatonic Eiver, which also separates it in part

from Litchfield. The southern part is deeply in-

dented by the waters of the Sound, which form some

of the best harbors on the Connecticut coast. Oysters

and clams of excellent quality are found in abun-

dance along the coast.

The surface of the county along the Sound is level

and very fertile. In the interior and northern parts

it presents, chiefly, a bold outline of irregular hills

and deep valleys. The soil is generally strong and

fertile, and the county is one of the richest farming-

districts in the State.

Fairfield County is not rich in minerals, for neither

the useful nor the precious metals abound to any ex-

tent,—at least, not in paying quantities. About fifty

years ago iron-ore was found in the southwestern part

of Reading, near Branchville, but after being worked

a short time was abandoned. Coal was dug for about

thirty years ago near Georgetown, and a silver-mine

was worked in 1765 in the northern part of Wilton.

Silica and feldspar quartz have been found in large

quantities in the eastern part of Ridgefield and the

western part of Reading, which are now being worked
quite extensively.

ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNTY.

Fairfield County was organized at a Court of Elec-

tion held at Hartford May 10, 166G, at which time

John Winthrop was Governor of the colony.

2

The bounds of the county were described as fol-

lows :
" This court orders that from the ea.st bounds

of Stratford to y"^ west bounds of Rye shalbe for

future one county w'^'' shalbe called the County of

Fairfield, And it is ordered that tlie County Court

shalbe held at Fairfield on the second Tuesday in

March and the first Tuesday in November yearly."

At the date of organization of tlie county it em-

bi'aced but five towns—viz., Fairfield, Stratford, Nor-

walk, Stamford, and Greenwich. As the population

increased other towns were formed, until at the present

time there are twenty-three civil sul)divisions, as fol-

lows: Bethel, Bridgeport, Brookfield, Danljury, Da-

rien, Easton, Fairfield, Greenwich, Huntington, Mon-
roe, New Canaan, New Fairfield, Newtown, Norwalk,

Redding, Ridgefield, Sherman, Stamford, Stratford,

Trumbull, Weston, Westport, and Wilton.

In 1701 "Cap" Nathan Gold was appointed .Judge

of the Countie Court and Court of Probates in the

countie of Fairfield."

" Justices of the Peace and Quorum appointed for

the Countie of Fairfield are: M"" Richard Blackleech.

M"^ John Wakeman, M'' Mathcw Sherwood, M'' Peter

Burre. Justices of the Peace appointed for the Coun-

tie of Fairfield are : Capt" James Olmsted. Capt" John

Minor, Capt" James Judson, M'' Sam" Hoyt, ^P Sam
Peck, M' James Beebe."

CIVIL OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1792.

JVPGES OF THE COUNTY COURT.

Hon. Joseph Piatt Cook, Chief Judge ; Hon. John
Chandler, Lemuel Sauford, Pliilip Burr Bradley, Hon.

James Davenport ; David Burr, Clerk.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.

Robert Fairchild, Daniel Judson. Robert Walker.

Abijah MeEw.en, Daniel Fairchild, Abraham Brius-

made, Abjah Sterling, Deodare Silliman, Daniel

i ]\[orsc, Joseph Strong, Samuel Squire, Andrew Row-
land, Ebenezer Jessup, George Burr, Thaddeus Betts,

I Eliphalet Laekwood, "Mathcw ^lead, Samuel C. Siili-

9
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man, John Davenport, Jr., Charles Webb, Reuben

Scofield, Amos Mead, Jabez Fitch, Samuel Wake-
man, John McKay, Benjamin Mead, John Benedict,

Daniel Corley, Eli Mygate, Daniel Taylor, Thaddeus

Benedict, Danbury; Thomas Taylor, Nehemiah
Beardsley, James Potter, Zacchseus Towner, Alexan-

der Stewart, Jabez Bottsford, William Edmonds,

Henry Peck, Stephen Betts, Thaddeus Benedict,

Redding ; Daniel Duncan, Timothy Buggies, Elisha

Mills, Daniel Bernet, Joseph Smith, John Sherwood,

James Clark, Dudley Baldwin, Philip Nichols, David

Burr, Daniel Towner, Jabez H. Tomlinson, Andrew
Hill.

ATTORNEYS.

State's Attorney.—Andrew Rowland.

Practicing Attorneys.—Andrew Rowland, Jonathan

Sturges, Dudley Baldwin, Joseph Noyes, David Burr,

Lewis Burr Sturges, Fairfield ; Thomas Fitch, Taylor

Sherman, Norwalk; Thaddeus Benedict, Samuel S.

Smith, Redding; John Davenport, Stamford; Wil-

liam Edmunds, Nehemiah Strong, Newtown ; Elisha

Whittlesey, Danbury ; William A. Thompson, Green-

wich
;
Josei^h Melker, Robert C. Johnson, Stratford

;

Isaac Mills, Huntington; Samuel Burr Sherwood,

Weston.

SHEBIFF.
Elijah Abel.

DEPUTY SHERIFFS.

David Maltby, Matthew Reed, Zachariah Lyon,

Aaron Morehouse, Amos Hoyt, David Beers, Heze-

kiah Clark.

JAILERS.

Jesse Benedict, Frederick J. Whiting.

TOWN CLERKS.

Nathan Bulkley, Fairfield ; Robert Walker, Strat-

ford ; Samuel Grummon, Norwalk ; John Hoyt, Jr.,

Stamford ; Jabez Fitch, Greenwich
;
Benjamin Smith,

Ridgefield ; Maj. Taylor, Danbury ; Amos Hubbell,

New Fairfield ; Caleb Baldwin, Newtown ; Lemuel
Sanford, Redding ; Nathan Wheeler, Weston ; Elisha

Mills, Huntington ; Ashbel Ruggles, Jr., Brookfield.

The following citizens of Fairfield in 1791 were

members of the Connecticut Society for the Pi-omo-

tion of Freedom, and for the Relief of Persons un-

lawfully holden in Bondage

:

In the towns of

—

Fairfield.—Rev. Andrew Elliott, Rev. Dr. Dwight,

Rev. Hezekiah Ripley, and Andrew Rowland, Esq.

Huntington.—Elisha Rexford.

Stratford.—Rex. Step. W. Stebbins.

Greenwich.—Rev. Isaac Lewis.

Ridgefield.—Thomas Keeler, Esq.

New Fairfield.—Rev. Medad Rogers, Dr. James Pot-

ter, Col. Nehemiah Beardsley, Daniel Towner.

Danbury.—Isaac Ives, Esq.

Norwalk.—Rev. Justus Mitchell.

COURT-HOUSES AND JAILS.

Fairfield is a shire county, the courts being held

alternately at Bridgeport and Danbury. The first

courts were held in the town of Fairfield, and the first

court-house was erected in 1720. This was destroyed

by the British in 1779, and rebuilt in 1794. In 1853

the courts were removed from Fairfield to Bridgeport,

and the jail, which was in process of construction in

Fairfield at that time, now forms part of St. Paul's

Church, Fairfield.

The present court-house in Bridgeport was first oc-

cupied in 1855, and is a neat and substantial brown-

stone structure, located on a public square which is

bounded on three sides by the following streets. State,

Broad, and Bank, and on its fourth side by private

property. The jail is located on North Avenue, and

is a substantial brick building.

The first court-house in Danbury was a small square

building, two stories in height, surmounted with a

small cujjola. The present court-house was erected

in 1820 or 1824, and repaired and beautified a few

years since. In front of the old court-house stood the

whipping-post and stocks. The late Aaron Seeley and

Samuel Wildman, deputy-sheriffs, and Levi Starr,

constable, were the last who presided at this " engine

of torture."

The jail at Danbury is a neat and substantial brick

building, located on Main Street.

CHAPTER IL

BENCH AND BAB,

Among the i^rominent agencies which give shape

and order in the early development of the civil and

social condition of society, the pulj)it, press, and bar

are perhaps the most potential in moulding the in-

stitutions of a new community ; and where these are

early planted, the school, academy, and college are

not long in assuming their legitimate position, and

the maintenance of these institutions secures at the

start a social and moral foundation upon which we
may safely rest the superstructure of the county, the

State, and the nation. The establishment of courts

and judicial tribunals, where society is protected in

all its civil rights under the sanction of law, and

wrong finds a ready redress in an enlightened and

prompt administration of justice, is the first necessity

of every civilized community, and without which the

forces and press of society in its changeable develop-

ments, even under the teachings of the pulpit, the

direction of the press, and the culture of the schools,

are exposed to peril and disaster from the turbulence

of passion and conflicts of interest; and hence the

best and surest security that even the press, the

school, or the pulpit can find for the peaceful per-

formance of its highest functions is when protected
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by and intrenched behind the bulwarks of law, ad-

ministered by a pure, independent, and uncorrupted

judiciary.

The Fairfield County bar has from its beginning

numbered among its members able jurists, talented

advocates, and safe counselors. Here many have

lived, flourished, and died, while others still are upon

the stage of action who have been prominent in the

advancement of the interests of the county and fig-

ured conspicuously in the councils of the State.

Roger Ludlow.—First in the galaxy of eminent

attorneys who have practiced their profession in

Fairfield County stands the name of Roger Ludlow,

familiar to every student of the pioneer history of

Connecticut. Among the various sketches of this

intrepid and talented jurist and pioneer which have

from time to time been written, the following, by the

Hon. Gideon H. Hollieter, is selected as thoroughly de-

lineating the meteoric career of this impulsive man :

" He was a lawyer of good family, and resided in

Dorsetshire, in the southern part of England. Feb.

13, 1630, he was chosen as assistant by the General

Court of Massachusetts. In May following he sailed

from Plymouth for America in the ' Mary and John,'

and entered upon the discharge of his official duties

at the first Assistant Court held at Charleston, in Au-

gust of the same year ; he continued to occupy this

place for four years. In 1634 he was chosen Deputy

Governor of the province, and hoped to have been

raised to the rank of Governor, but was disappointed

by the jealousy of the deputies, who ajipear to have

taken offense at some impolitic remarks made by him,

probably in relation to the growing strength and to

the frequency of elections. To show him how well

they could vindicate themselves, and perhaps to recip-

rocate his good advice by giving him a practical lesson

upon exercising the Christian virtue of humility, they

elected John Haynes Governor. Ludlow protested

against this appointment in terms of severity. He
alleged that the election was void for the reason that

the delegates had agreed upon their candidate before

they left their respective towns. By way of requital

for making such an accusation, which was in all

probability true, and as a further proof of the popu-

lar power, he was left out of the magistracy for that

year. He had not learned the art, so common in our

age, of telling the people precisely what he did not

believe to be true.

" Discouraged at this decided expression of the pop-

ular displeasure, he removed to Connecticut during

the summer or fall of the year 1635, and established

himself at Windsor. Here he continued under the

gentle ministrations of Mr. Wareham, and soon be-

came one of the most conspicuous men in the colony.

" In the summer of 1637 he was sent by the General

Court as one of the advisors of the Connecticut forces

in the second stage of the Pequot war. He was prob-

ably the first lawyer who ever came into the colony,

and one of the most gifted who have ever lived in it."

He took an active part in the framing of the con-

stitution of 1639, and it was in all probability mainly

his work. He was the first Dejiuty-Govcrnor of tlie

commonwealth, elected April 11, 1631). After hi« re-

moval to Fairfield he still continucil to jM^rform im-

portant services for the government. In 164<; he was

appointed by the (General Court to reduce the crude and

ill-defined laws to a system, which code was published

at Cambridge in 1673. He was also several times a

commissioner for the colony in the Xew England Con-

gress. He remained in P'airfield until ](j.j4, when he

embarked at New Haven for Virginia, where the

remainder of his days were passed.*

Samuel B. Sherwood was born Nov. 26, 1767.

He graduated at Yale College in 1786, was ad-

mitted to the bar in or about 1790, and commenced
the practice of liis profession in Westport. He
continued in the active practice of his profession

until 1831. He was one of the leading members fif

the Fairfield bar, and had a large practice. He fre-

quently represented the town in the Legislature, and

for several years was one of the twelve councilors or

upper House of the Legislature, answering to a

Senate before the adoption of the Constitutitm of

1818, and was a member of the Fifteenth Congress of

the United States. Probably no man in Connecticut

had from 1810 to 1815 greater political influence than

Samuel B. Sherwood. From a sound physical consti-

tution and uniform good health Mr. Shen^'ood had

doubtless calculated on long life, but on the 2()th of

April, 1833, he was jjrostrated by brain-fever, and

died after a single day's suffering, universally re-

gretted.

Eliphalet Swift was an early practitioner in

Westport. He was born in AVindham Co., Conn.,

July 6, 1780. He graduated at Yale College in 1803,

and, having been admitted to the bar, commenced the

practice of his profession in Westport in 1806, where

he continued it until within a year or two of his de-

cease. He died Sept. 21, 1857.

Thomas Burr Osborne was born in Ea.ston, July

8, 1798. He graduated at Yale in 1817, studied law

with the late S. P. Staples, and was admitted to the

bar in 1820. In the same year he commenced the

practice of his profession in Fairfield, where he re-

sided until his death. He was clerk of the Superior

and County Courts of Fairfield County in 1826, and

held that office until 1839. He was a representative

to the General Court in 1836 and 1841, and in 1839

was elected to Congress, and re-elected in 1841. He
was State senator in 1844, and the same year was ap-

pointed judge of the County Court, which office he

held several years. He removed to New Haven in

1855, and was appointed professor of law in Yale Col-

lege, which position he held until 1865, when he re-

signed. His reputation as a judge was of the highest,

and his qualities of mind and disposition, while they

* See history of the town of Faii tieW, elsewhere ia this work.
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peculiarly fitted him for the bench, also caused him
to enjoy its duties far more than the active vocation

of the bar.

Henry DuttOjS" was born in Watertown, Conn.,

Feb. 12, 1796. He graduated at Yale College in

1818, and commenced the study of the law with Roger

Minott Sherman in Fairfield, at the same time teach-

ing in the village academy at that place. He was

subsequently tutor in Yale College two years, and in

1823 commenced the practice of law in Newtown.
Here he remained until 1837, when he removed to

Bridgeport, where he continued in the active practice

of his profession. He held various ofiices ; was State's

attorney and rejiresentative to the General Court. In

1847 he removed to New Haven, and accepted the

chair of Kent professor of law in the Yale Law
School. In addition to the duties of the professorship

he engaged in the active practice of his profession,

and during this time also prepared and published his

"Revision of Swift's Digest," and assisted in pre-

paring the " Revision and Compilation of the Con-

necticut Statutes" in 1849, 1854, and 1866, and in

1854 was chosen Governor of the State by the Legis-

lature, the people having failed to make a choice at

the preceding election. In 1861 he was chosen a

judge of the Supreme Court of Errors and of the

Superior Court. He remained on the bench as as-

sociate judge of the Supreme Court until he reached

the age of seventy years, Feb. 12, 1866. He died in

1869.

Isaac Toucey was born in Newtown, Nov. 5, 1796,

and studied law with Asa Chapman. He commenced
the practice of his profession in Hartford in 1818, and

subsequently held various ofiices of trust and respon-

sibility. He was State's attorney for Hartford County

from 1822 to 1835, and in the latter year was elected

to Congress, where he served four years. He was

elected Governor of the State in 1846, and during the

latter year of President Polk's administration filled

the office of Attorney-General ; in 1850 was a mem-
ber of the State Senate ; in 1851 was elected to the

United States Senate, and was Secretary of the Navy
under Buchanan. Mr. Toucey was offered a seat on

the bench of the Supreme Court of the United States,

which he declined. He was one of the ablest law-

yers in the State. He died July 30, 1869.

Thomas Belden Butler was born at Wethers-

field, Aug. 22, 1806. He was prejjared for college by

his father, and entered Yale Medical School, where

he remained two years, then went to Philadelphia,

Avhere he continued one year and completed his pro-

fessional studies. He commenced the practice of his

profession at Norwalk, and continued about eight years,

when he abandoned the practice of medicine and com-
menced the study of law in the office of the late

Judge Bissell, and was admitted to the bar in 1837.

He soon after formed a copartnership with Thaddeus
Betts, and upon his death entered into partnership

with Orris S. Ferry. He was subsequently a partner

with Josiah M. Carter. He was called to the bench
of the Superior Court in 1855, and remained there

until his election to the Supreme Court, in 1861. In

May, 1870, he was appointed chief judge, which office

he held until his resignation, in May, 1873. He was
elected to Congress in 1849 ; was State senator in 1848,

1852, and 1853, and member of the General Assembly
in 1832, 1833, 1837, 1843, and 1846. He died June

8, 1873, aged sixty-six.

Nelson L. White was born in Danbury, April

7, 1812. He studied law in the office of the late Reu-
ben Booth, and in 1840 was admitted to the bar. He
was clerk of the State Senate in 1844 and 1845

;
judge

of Probate in Danbury in 1847, 1848, and 1849. In

1856 he was a delegate to the first Republican National

Convention, at Philadelphia. He was State's attorney

for Fairfield County from 1868 to 1874. In 1861 he

joined the Wooster Guards, at Danbury, but was re-

jected on account of his age. He was promptly com-

missioned by Governor Buckingham as a field-officer

in the Fourth Connecticut Infantry. He was lieu-

tenant-colonel, and also served as inspector-general.

In the words of Hon. Gideon H. Hollister, " he

loved his profession ardently and always stood up in

the defense of the right. He had peculiar power as

an advocate, and sometimes spoke with a fervor that

made him a dangerous antagonist before a jury.

" Col. White came of an old colonial family, and

lived up to its record. He possessed great jjersonal

advantages and a peculiar style and manner, but at

the same time seemed unconscious of them. The
thought of himself found little place in his sympa-

thetic and impulsive nature, while the kindliness of

his heart yielded only to his sense of justice and his

fidelity to truth."

Josiah Mason Carter was born in New Canaan,

Jan. 19, 1813, and graduated at Yale College in 1836.

He studied law with Hon. Thomas B. Osborne, of

Fairfield, and was admitted to the bar in August,

1839. He commenced the practice of law in the city

of New York in 1841, and in 1847 removed to Nor-

walk and formed a partnership with Hon. Thomas
B. Butler, which continued until Mr. Butler's eleva-

tion to the bench, in 1855. He was a member of the

General Assembly in 1856, 1861, and 1862,' and the

latter year was Speaker of the House. He was the

candidate of the Whig party for lieutenant-governor

in 1856. He was appointed State's attorney for Fair-

field County in 1862, and held that office until his

death. On two different occasions he declined to be

a candidate for the judgeship of the Superior Court,

as he never allowed politics to interfere with the prac-

tice of his profession. He died March 21, 1868.

Gideon Tomlinson.—The ancestors of Gideon

Tomlinson, late Governor of the State of Connecti-

cut, were distinguished for activity, firmness, and in-

tegrity. His father, Jabez Huntington Tomlinson,

was born in 1760, and died Jan. 14, 1849, aged eighty-

nine years. He was an officer in the Revolutionary
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war, and after the war followed the occupation of a

practical farmer, residing in Stratford, Conn. He
had three sons and three daughters, viz., Gideon,

George, Huntington, Hannali, Nancy, and Sally.

Gideon was born at Stratford, in this State, Dec. 31,

1780, educated at Yale College, and graduated there

in the year 1802. In June, 1805, he was admitted to

the bar in New Haven County, and soon after com-

menced the practice of law at Fairfield, in tliis State

(it was then the county-seat), where he continued to

reside until his death. He married Sarah Bradley,

daughter of William Bradley, of the parish of Green-

field Hill, Dec. 15, 1807. They had one son, Jabez

H. Tomlinson, born June 28, 1818, died April 2, 1838,

aged twenty years.

Gideon Tomlinson was a representative of the town

of Fairfield in the General Assembly at the May ses-

sion of 1817, and at the October session of the same

year, when he was chosen clerk of that body. He was

re-elected a member of the General Assembly from the

same town at the two sessions of the year 1818. At
the session in May he was chosen Speaker of the

House, and at the October session in that year he was

re-elected to the same office. He was a member of the

convention which formed the constitution of this

State, and gave to it his cordial approbation and effec-

tive support in the convention and before the people.

In the year 1818 he was elected one of the represen-

tatives of Connecticut in Congress, and took his seat

as a member of the House of Representatives of the

United States in December, 1819. At the three suc-

cessive elections of members of Congress from this

State he was re-elected, and continued to serve in the

House of Representatives of the United States until

March, 1827, when the term expired for which he had

been last elected. In April, 1827, he was chosen Gov-

ernor of this State by the people, and was re-elected to

the same distinguished and honorable station in the

three succeeding years. Having been elected a sen-

ator in the Congress of the United States in May,

1830, for six years from the 4th of March, 1831, he re-

signed the ofiice of Governor of Connecticut on the

second day of March, 1831. At the commencement
of Washington College, at Hartford, in the year 1827,

the honorary degree of LL.D. was conferred on him
by them. In December, 1831, he took his seat in the

Senate of the United States, and served in that body

until the 4th of March, 1837, when his senatorial term

expired. After that time he did not resume the prac-

tice of law, but retired to his home in Greenfield Hill,

Conn., where he died, Oct. 8, 1854, aged seventy-three

years, eight months, and nine days.

Judge David Hill also lived in Fairfield, and
was a leading and influential man in the parish and
town, where he held many important offices.

Abeam Baldwin was a distinguished lawyer, re-

siding in Fairfield, and was United States senator

from this State. He assisted in the formation of the

Constitution of the United States, and died in office,

March 4, 1807, aged fifty-two year«. His tombstone

in the cemetery at Greenfield Hill bears the follow-

ing inHcrij>tion :
" Abram Bahlwiii li(!.s buried at War-h-

ington. His memory needs no marble. Hi« country

is his monument, lier Constitution his great<;Ht work."

RoGKR MrNOTT SuKiiMAN', Hon of Rev. Josiali and

Martha Sherman, was one of the lightH of the Fair-

field bar. He was born at Woburn, Mass., May 22,

1773. His father was brother to the Hon. Roger

Sherman, of Revolutionary celebrity. In 178!), when

only sixteen years of age, he entered the sojdioniore

class in Yale College. After the comjiletion of his

academic course he commenced the study of the law

with the Hon. Oliver Ellsworth, and subsequently

continued it with .Judge Recive at Litchfield, and later

with Hon. Simeon Baldwin. He was admitted to the

bar in New Haven, and commenced the j;ractice of

his profession in Norwalk. In 1807 he transferred

his residence from Norwalk to Fairfield, where he re-

mained till his death. In politics Mr. Sherman be-

longed to the school of Washington, Jay, Hamilton,

Ellsworth, and his illustrious uncle, and held many
l^rominent official positions, the last lacing associate

judge of the Supreme Court. His high legal endow-

ments raised him to an eminence almost peerless in

every department of legal practice. He died Dec. 30,

1844, aged seventy-one years.

Taylor Sherman, a native of Woodbury, Conn.,

practiced law in Norwalk prior to 1812, contempo-

raneously with Roger Sherman, of whom, however,

he was not a relative. He emigrated to (Jhio, and

was the grandfather of Gen. W. T. and the present

Secretary of the United States Treasury, John Sher-

man.

Among other lawyers who resided in Fairfield are

mentioned the names of John Banks, Jehu Burr,

Thomas B. Wakeman, Daniel Wakeman, Burr Wake-

man, Thomas B. Osborn, Thomas Robinson, George

B. Kissam, George B. Murrey, E. H. Nichols, J. H.

Bradley, Abram Wakeman, Edward B. and Frank C.

Sturges.

Judge Asa Chapman was a native of Saybrook,

Conn., and a lineal descendant of Robert Chapman,

of Whitby, Yorkshire, England, who was born in

1616, and came to this country in 1G35, taking up his

residence the following spring at Saybrook, where he

served many sessions in the colonial legislature,

finally dying on the estate he had settled upon, on

Oct. 13, 1687, at the age of seventy-one years.

Judge Chapman was born Sojjt. 2, 1770, fitted for

college with Rev. Frederick W. Hotchkiss, and grad-

uated at Yale in the class of 1792, and shared the

highest honors of his class with the Hon. Roger M.

Sherman. After he graduated, he taught for a time

in the academy of North Salem, and also at Norwalk,

and continued to teach while in the practice of his

profession. He studied his }>rofession with the Hon.

Tapping Reeve, of Litchfield, and was admitted to

the bar in 1795, settled in the practice of the law at

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
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Newtown, and was repeatedly elected the representa-

tive of that town to the General Assembly of the

State, and in 1817 was elected a member of the Gov-
ernor's Council, comprising at that time twelve mem-
bers. In 1818 he was elected judge of the Superior

Court and Court of Errors, which office he held until

his death, in Ncav Haven, on Sejit. 25, 1825, leaving a

widow, who died in 1850, and three sons, the eldest of

whom (Charles Chapman, the well-known lawyer of

Hartford) had attained the years of manhood.

Judge Chapman married, at Newtown, Miss Mary
Perry, a daughter of Bennet Perry, M.D., by whom
he had five children (four sons and one daughter).

He possessed a vigorous mind and was prompt in his

official duties.

Charles Chapman, his eldest son, died in Hart-

ford in 1870, at the age of seventy years, and will be re-

membered by many of our readers as a lawyer of dis-

tinction and one of the most witty and genial men of

his time. He studied law with Judge Williams, of

Hartford, and subsequently with Judges Reeve and
Gould, of Litchfield; Avas admitted to the bar in

1820. He several times repi'esented the city of Hart-

ford in the State Legislature, and i-epresented his dis-

trict in the Thirty-second Congress of the United

States.

Reuben Booth was born in Newtown, Conn.,

Nov. 26, 1794. While quite young his parents re-

moved to Kent, in this State. He assisted his father

at wool-carding until he was about seventeen years of

age, when he commenced the preparatory studies for

a collegiate course, and in 1813 entered the sophomore

class in Yale College. Soon after, his father was

drowned in the Housatonic River, and young Booth

hastened home, expecting to abandon his collegiate

course, as he was unwilling to reduce the slender

means of his mother ; but a few friends in Kent gener-

ously loaned him the amount requisite to comj^lete his

course, and he returned to college. He was gradu-

ated at the commencement in 1816, being the last at

which President Dwight presided. Upon leaving

college he entered the law-office of David S. Board-

man, at New Milford, where he remained about a

year, and then removed to Danbury and continued

his studies with Moses Hatch, Esq. At the same

time he was employed as an instructor in the academy

at Danbury.

He was admitted to the bar in 1818, and immedi-

ately opened an office for the practice of his profes-

sion in Danbury. In 1822 he represented the town

in the General Assembly, and in the same year

Avas appointed judge of Probate of the district of

Danbury. He continued in this office until 1835.

He was elected State senator in 1830, and in 1844 and

1845 was lieutenant-governor of the State.

At the time of his death his practice was as large

as that of any member of the bar in the county. He
was distinguished for his industry ; his cases were al-

ways thoroughly prepared, and his knowledge of the

law was accurate. He was at once zealous for his

client and courteous to his attorney.

He was well known in this State as a leading and
active politician, but his policy was always conserva-

tive. During the two years that he Avas presiding

officer of the Senate of this State, the members of

that body Avho Avere his political opponents felt and
acknoAvledged his liberality of sentiment and conduct.

He Avas ahvays firm in his principles, but Avhen prin-

ciples were not concerned he regarded and treated

his political opponents as friends. He Avas a Avarm

and generous-hearted man. Remembering that in

early life he Avas indebted to others for aid, no de-

serving young man ever asked in vain for a loan from

him Avhich it Avas in his poAver to make. He was
simple, unostentatious in his manner, and kind and
benevolent in his disposition. He loved the young,

and they never feared to approach him, as they kncAv

that his sympathies Avere Avith them. He died at

Danbury, Aug. 14, 1848, after a brief illness of about

two days.

Epaphras W. Bull came to Danbury from Hart-

ford in about 1800, and removed to Ohio in 1841.

Moses Hatch came to Danbury from Kent ; was

an able lawyer, and, Avith Asa Chapman, defended the

negro Amos Adams, who Avas hanged at Danbury in

1817. He soon after removed to Kent, Avhere he died.

Elisha Whittlesey Avas also a prominent laAvyer

in Danbury at the close of the last century.

Mattheav B. Whittlesey commenced practice in

Danbury at about the beginning of the present cen-

tury, and Avas a prominent and influential citizen.

He held various official positions, among Avhich Avere

member of the Legislature and State's attorney.

Lyman Dennison Brewster Avas born in Salis-

bury, Conn., July 31, 1832. He entered the Freshman

class of Yale College
;
graduated in the class of 1855;

studied laAV Avith Hon. Roger Averill, of Danbury;

Avas admitted to the bar Jan. 21, 1858, and has since

practiced his profession in Danbury. He Avas judge

of Probate in 1868, a member of the Legislature in

1870, judge of the Court of Common Pleas, Fairfield

County, 1870-74; was elected State senator in 1879

for 1880-81. He Avas married, Jan. 1, 1868, to Miss

Sarah A. Ives, of Danbury.

Roger Averill Avas born in Salisbury, Conn.,

Aug. 14, 1809. He Avas educated at Union College,

graduating in the class of 1832. He studied laAV Avith

Chief Justice Samuel Church, of Salisbury, Conn.

He Avas admitted to the Litchfield County bar, and

practiced in Salisbury till, in 1849, he removed to

Danbury, Avhere he has since practiced. In 1843 he

represented the toAvn of Salisbury in the State Legis-

lature, and Avas elected judge of Probate, District of

Danbury, Avhich position he held for three years ; he

also held the office of trustee of the State Normal

School for thirteen consecutive years. He was elected

Lieutenant-Governor in 1862-65, and represented Dan-

bury in the Legislature in 1868. He was appointed
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commissioner for the State of Connecticut to the

Workl's Fair to be held in New York in 1883, on the

one hundredth anniversary of the treaty of peace and

recognition of American independence.

Mr. Averill was twice married,—first to Miss Maria

D. White, of Danbury. By tliis marriage he had four

children,—Arthur H., a practicing lawyer with his

father, in Danbury; John C, practicing witli Jere-

miah Halsey, of Norwich ; Harriet E., and Minnie W.
His second wife was Miss Mary A. Perry, of South-

port, Conn.

Daniel B. Booth, son of Reuben Booth, studied

law in the office of his father, and is now a practicing

attorney in Danbury. He has occupied various official

positions ; has been a representative several terms,

judge of Probate, town clerk, etc.

THE FAIRFIELD BAR IN 1797.

The following were practicing attorneys in the

county in 1797 :

Fairfield.—David Burr, .Toseph Noyes, Lewis B.

Sturges, and Samuel Rowland.

Danbury.—Elisha Whittlesey and Matthew B.

Whittlesey.

Newtown.—William Edmond.
Norwalk.—Taylor and Roger M. Sherman.

Medding.—Seth S. Smith, AVilliam H. Hawley.

Stamford.—John Davenport, Jr., and John T. Bene-

dict.

Stratford.—Thaddeus Benedict and Joseph Walker.

Weston.-—Samuel B. Sherwood.

Hon. Thaddeus Betts was born in Norwalk ; was

twice elected lieutentant-governor of Connecticut, and

at the time of his decease was United States senator.

Cyrxis H. Beardsley, father of the Hon. Sidney

B. Beardsley, was born in Monroe, July 4, 1799, and

died in August, 1852. He gi-aduated at York in 1818,

in the class with the late Henry Dutton and Thomas
C. Perkins. He occupied many official j^ositions, and

was a man of commanding influence in the county

and State. He was repeatedly a member of the Gen-

eral Assembly, and Speaker in 1846. He was a judge

of the County Court, State senator, etc., etc. He
married Maria Burr, who is still living.

Sidney B. Beardsley was born in Monroe, Fair-

field Co., Aug. 20, 1822. He was educated at Wilton

Academy and Yale College. He studied his profes-

sion with Reuben Booth, of Danbury, and was ad-

mitted to the bar in August, 1843, He commenced
practice in Norwalk, where he remained until 184G,

during which period he was judge of Probate. In

1846 he removed to Bridgeport, Avhere he has since

resided. He has had associated with him at different

times as copartners in practice Judge De Forrest,

William K. Seeley, and Col. S. B. Sumner. In 1858

he was elected State senator, and has also been a can-

didate for Congress. In 1874 he was elected by the

Legislature judge of the Superior Court, which term

expires in 1882.

Orris S. Ferry wars bom at Bethel, Aujr. 15, 1823.

At the age of seventeen he entered Yale College, and

graduated in 1844 with liigh lionor.-i. He commenced

the study of the law with Judge Osborne, of Fairfield,

and subsequently continued it with Hon. Thomas* B.

Butler, of Norwalk. He was admitted to the bar in

lH4(i, and for a short time was in partner-^hip witli

Judge ]>uthT. He rose rapidly in Jiis profession, and,

in the language of Asa B. Woodward, Esq., "while

yet a young man he ranked among the leaders of the

bar in the amount of his business and the ability and

success with which it was conducted." He wa.s judge

of Probate in Norwalk, in 1855 and 1856 was State

senator, and from 1856 to 1859 was State's attorney

for Fairfie]{l County. He was elected to Congress in

1869. Being in Washington at the breaking out of

the Rebellion, he enlisted in a volunteer battalion for

the temporary defense of the capital, and served until

troops were obtained from the North. He entered

the United States service as colonel of the Fifth Con-

necticut Regiment, and served through the war. He
was subsequently promoted to be brigadier-general.

At the close of the war he returned to Norwalk, and

in 1866 was elected to the United States Senate and

re-elected in 1872, and was regarded as one of the

ablest members of that body. He died Nov. 21,

1875.

DwiGHT Morris was born at Morris, Conn., Nov.

22, 1820. His father, James Morris, was a graduate of

Yale, in the class of 1775, entered the army, and con-

tinued through the Revolution, and was a literary

man, having published a history of Litchfield County

and other meritorious contributions from his pen.

Dwight Morris entered Yale and left about the close

of the sophomore year and went to Union College,

where he graduated in 1838. The honorary degree of

A.M. was received by him in 1878 from Yale College.

He studied law and was admitted to the bar in 184<.i,

and commenced practice in Bridgeport, where he has

since resided. He represented Bridgeport in the Gen-

eral Assembly in 1845 and 1864 ; was judge of Pro-

bate in 1845, 1851, and 1852. He raised and com-

manded the Fourteenth Regiment, Connecticut Vol-

unteers, 1862. Left the State with the regiment Aug.

25, 1862. September 7th was assigned to the command
of the Secolul Brigade, French's Division, Second

Army Corps; commanded the brigade, numbering two

thousand men, at Antietam, Sept. 17, 1862 ; loss in

killed and wounded, five hundred and twenty-nine.

He continued the command until February, 1864.

Avhen he was mustered out. In 1864 he was nomi-

nated by President Lincoln judge of the Territory of

Idaho, but declined the appointment, and in Feb-

ruary, 1866, was appointed Cansul-General to H:\vro,

France, and. remained such until Aug. 1, 1869. In

November, 1876, was elected Secretary of State of

Connecticut, and at present is a representative to the

General Court.

James C. Loomis was born in Windsor, Conn..
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April 24, 1807. He prepared for college at the gram-

mar school in Hartford, and entered Yale College in

1824, then only seventeen years of age, and graduated

with honor in the class of 1828. Among the mem-
bers of his class were Eev. P. T. Holley, of this city

;

ex-Governor Hoppin, of Ehode Island; and Judge

William Strong, of the United States Supreme Court.

Having decided upon the law as a life-work, he com-

menced his studies at Charlotteville, Va., and com-

pleted them in the office of the late Hon. Clark

Bissell, of Norwalk. He pursued his studies with

diligence and attention, and was admitted to the bar

in 1832, and commenced the practice of his profession

in Westport, with the late Hon. Samuel B. Sher-

Avood, one of the leaders of the Fairfield bar, which

at that time was adorned by such brilliant legal lumi-

naries as Roger Minot Sherman, Charles Hawley,

Clark Bissell, T. B. Butler, Reuben Booth, Fitch

Wheeler, Henry Dalton, etc.

Mr. Loomis rose rapidly in the profession, and, de-

siring a more promising field for successful practice,

in 1840 removed to Bridgeport, where he at once

entered into a large practice and participated actively

in public affairs.

In 1848 he formed a copartnership with George W.
Warner, which continued several years. He was for

a number of years the city attorney and legal adviser

of the city, and mayor for one term in 1843. His

municipal service was at a period of much excite-

nient, when important questions of finance, etc., had
to be grappled with and settled.

The employment of a special steamboat to run in

connection with the Housatonic Railroad in oppo-

sition to the old line at this period caused the exhibi-

tion of much bad blood between the partisans of the

rival lines, and Mayor Loomis was repeatedly called

upon to ap-peav with posse to keep the peace on the

arrival of trains from Albany.

He twice represented his town in the lower house

of the State Legislature, and once or twice the Tenth
District as State senator, and by virtue of this position

became a member of the corporation of Yale College.

The business and investments of Mr. Loomis were

very successful financially, and he finally, a few years

previous to his death, withdrew from the active practice

of his profession, dividing his time between the cares

of his private affairs and numerous public interests,

Avith which he became identified. The most arduous

and important public service of the later years of his

life was in connection with the public schools of the

town. In April, 1876, the town voted to consolidate

the school districts, and elected a new board of edu-

cation for the care and management of the schools, of

which he was elected president. He at once entered

with an interest and zest peculiar to himself upon the

work of organization, involving an amount of thought,

attention, and labor few can realize.

He was one of the first projectors of Seaside Park,

was a commissioner thereon, and was very active and

influential in its early improvement and manage-

ment.

At the time of his decease he was president of the

Bar Association of Fairfield County, of the board of

education, of the Mountain Grove Cemetery, of the

Bridgeport Library Association, and was also an

active director in the City National Bank, and trustee

of the People's Savings-Bank.

He manifested a decided interest in religious mat-

ters; was president of the stockholders' association

for the erection of the present edifice of the First

Congregational Society from 1849 to about 1860, when
its interests became merged in and absorbed by the

society, of which he was also a member and liberal

supporter. He was a constant attendant upon public

worship.

In 1833 he united in marriage with Miss Eliza

Mitchell, of New Haven, who, together with their

young son, died in 1841. In 1844 he married Mary
B., daughter of Ira Sherman, Esq. ; their family con-

sisted of two children,—a son and a daughter,—both

deceased, the former while a member of the senior

class in Yale College, and the latter in early childhood.

Politically, Mr. Loomis was a conservative Demo-
crat, and in 1861 and again in 1862 was the candidate

of his party for Governor of the State against Mr.

William A. Buckingham. Though he failed of gu-

bernatorial honors at this period, during his long

career almost any f)osition, political or judicial, would

seem to have been within his reach ; but he was never

suflSiciently ambitious to strive very earnestly for such

honors, or to accept them Avhen proffered.

His death made a painful void in his home, in the

family and social circle, in the church and society to

which he was attached, in the legal profession, and in

numei'ous boards in which he presided or partici-

pated. He died at South Egremont, Mass., Sept.

16, 1877.

Amos Sherman Treat was born in the town of

Bridgewater, Litchfield Co., Conn., Feb. 5, 1816. He
is a son of Daniel A. and Almira Sherman Treat, and

is a lineal descendant of Richard Treat, one of the pat-

entees in the colonial charter, and of his son Robert

Treat, for many years Governor of Connecticut. On
the maternal side he is descended from Samuel Sher-

man, one of the pioneers of Connecticut. His father

owned a small farm in Bridgewater, and died when
the subject of this sketch was twelve years of age,

leaving a widow and five children. Having decided

upon a collegiate course, he prepared for college in

Hudson, Ohio, and entered Yale College. After

leaving college he taught school in South Carolina,

and still later in New Jersey. He commenced the

study of the law with Hon. Jacob W. Miller, of Mor-

ristown, N. J., at one time United States Senator from

that State, and completed his studies with C. R. Buti

ler, Esq., of Plymouth, Conn. He was admitted to

the bar in Litchfield in 1843, and commenced the

practice of his profession in Newtown, Conn., where
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he remained until July 12, 1854, when he removed to

Bridgeport, where he has since resided, ('X('('])t from

May, 1870, to November, 1875, when he lived in Wood-

bridge, in this State. Although actively engaged in

the practice of an arduous j)rofeHsion, Mr. Treat has

been much in pul)lic life, and has manifested a gen-

uine interest in judjlic affairs and in all projects tend-

ing to advance the material interests of his adopted

city and the county in general.

He was clerk of the Fairfield County Court from

1854 to 1859 ; member of the Peace Congress in 1861

;

represented Bridgeport in the Connecticut Legislature

in 1858, 1862, 1869, and 1879 ; and Woodbridgc in the

same body in 1871, 1872, and 1873.

He was Speaker of the House in 1872, chosen to

that position by the Republican party, of which he

has been a member since its organization. He was a

director in the Bridgeport and City National Banks

;

director in the Gas-Light Company many years ; and

its president for ten years. While a resident of New-
town he was a member of the board of education sev-

eral years, and postmaster one year.

In the Masonic fraternity Mr. Treat has taken a

prominent position. He was made a Mason in 1855,

and has held nearly all the offices of the lodge, in-

cluding Master. He has also held nearly all the offices

in Hamilton Commandery, and has been its Eminent

Commander, and was Grand Commander of the State

Commandery in 1868 and 1869.

Dec. 15, 1869, he united in mari"iage with Mary A.,

only daughter of Treat Clark, of Woodbridgc, Conn.,

and they have one daughter, Mary Clark, born Jan.

28, 1872. Mr. Treat attends the North Congregational

Church.

Joseph F. Foot has practiced law in Norwalk

more than a quarter of a century, and has always

been considered an excellent legal adviser. He was

for several years one of the justices of Fairfield

County.

The following list of Stamford lawyers is taken

chiefly from Huntington's " History of Stamford" :

John Davenport, the first child of Hon. Abra-

ham and Elizabeth (Huntington) Davenport, was

born in Stamford, Jan. 16, 1752. He graduated at

Yale in 1770. His scholarshii) is indicated in his

appointment to a tutorship in 1773. Entering on the

legal profession, he was soon called to take an im-

portant place among the Revolutionary patriots of

that day. With a major's commission he was em-

ployed in commissary department, and his duties here

were often onerous and difficult. When the patriot

cause was suffering for the want of a suitable public

interest in the welfare of the new nation just ordained

by the Declaration of Independence, he was appointed

by the Assembly of the State as one of a commission

to visit the principal towns and arouse the people to

a just sense of their dangers and move them to cor-

responding exertions. On the death of his brother

James, in 1799, he was chosen to take his place in the

national Congre.'is, and held his seat in the Hoase of

Representatives until 1817, wh(;n he declined a re-

election. He was a mendjcr of the Congre-gationai

Church in Stamford, of which he was ai>j>oint<^d dea-

con in 1795. Tliis was the office in which hlH emi-

nent goodness was best shown. He was, t/) liiH death,

an example of earnest, living piety, whose fruits were

ever manifest in the character of a benevolent, fer-

vent, and excmidary Christian. His death occurred

Nov. 28, 1830.

Joel T. Benedic t, son of Rev. Mr. Benedict, of

North Stamford, after a short practice of his legal

profession became, a preacher.

James Stevens was the youngest child of David

and Mary (Talmage) Stevens, and wa-s Ijorn July 4,

1768, in that part of StamfoW—Ponus Street—which

has since been incorporated with the town of New
Canaan. He became a lawyer and opened an office

in his native town, in the village of Stamford. He
was a man of considcral)]e native talent, ami, joining

heartily in tlic Democratic movement, tlien inaugu-

rated, he won his way to a seat in the House of Repre-

sentatives of our national Congress. He was in that

famous Congress which passed the "Mi-ssouri Com-
promise," and gave his vote for that mea.sure. He
represented Stamford thirteen times in the State Leg-

islature, and was much in public life until his death,

which took place April 4, 1835. A brief obituary of

him in the Sentinel of that date says, " Mr. Stevens

has been extensively known as a kind neighbor and

friend, as a politician of sterling integrity, and as an

inflexible advocate of Democratic principles. He hiis

represented this town in both branches of the Legis-

lature of this State ; was for some time a judge of the

County Court ; has been a representative from this

State in the Congress of the United St^iites."

Simeon H. Minor was son of , of Wood-
bury, where he was born, in 1777. He was descended

from that Thomas j\Iinor who was born at Chew
Magna, England, April 23, 1608; came to New Eng-

land in 1630, and settled in New London in 164.3,

where he died in 1690. He was a prominent man
among the settlei-s in Eastern Connecticut. His

family name dates back to about the middle of the

fourteenth century, when the third Edward he-stowed

it upon Henry the Miner, of !Mondippe Hills. Somer-

setshire, England, for his prompt efficiency in furnish-

ing him an escort as he endiarked on that famous

invasion of France in which he won the battle of

Crecy against so great odds.

John Minor, third son of John, of New London,

Avas born in 1634 (so Cothren, in his " Historj' of

Woodbury," says), went to Stratfoi-d, and thence to

Woodbury, and was a leading man for years. Simi^m

H., of Stamford, was probably a great-great-grand-

son of this second John. On being admitted to the

bar, he settled in Stamford in 1831, and spent here

the rest of his life. He rapidly won a high position

at the Fairfield County bar, of which he was a promi-
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nent member until his death, Aug. 2, 1840. The
Stamford Advocate of the same week pays a high

tribute to his professional ability :
" Possessed of a

strong mind and sound legal judgment, no member
of the bar commanded a greater share of practice,

until his health began to fail him, than he. For

fourteen years he discharged the office of State's at-

torney." He represented the town in six sessions of

the Legislature, and was judge of Probate several

years. In the discharge of all official duties he was

prompt and efficient.

Frederick Scofield, son of Benjamin and brother

of Selleck Scofield, was born Aug. 13, 1778. He
graduated at Yale in 1801, and entered the legal pro-

fession, and for a few years had an office here. He
subsequently became a teacher in Philadelphia, where

he died in 1841.

Joseph Wood was a descendant, in the sixth gen-

eration, of Jonas Wood, one of the pioneers of the

settlement in Stamford. Joseph Wood, second, a

great-grandson of the pioneer, removed from Hemp-
sted to Stanwich, where Joseph was born, March 24,

1779. His father, David, son of the above Joseph,

second, was among the respectable farmers of Stan-

wich, a man of intelligence and piety. His mother,

Sarah Ingersoll, was noted for her cheerful and amia-

ble disposition. Brought up on his father's farm, he

acquired habits of industry, and, being of an inquisi-

tive turn of mind, he commenced in his seventeenth

year fitting for college. He graduated at Yale in

1801, and devoted himself to the legal profession.

His law-teacher was Judge Chauncey, of New Haven.

He was admitted to the bar of New Haven, when he

selected Stamford as the field for commencing his

professional career. Here he opened an office in 1803,

where he continued to practice until 1829. During

his stay here he was held in esteem as a good citizen

and honorable in his profession. He represented the

town in the State Legislature, and was judge of Pro-

bate several years.

In 1826, Mr. Wood removed to Bridgeport, thence

to New York City in 1837, and from this city, in

1841, to New Haven, where he sjDent the remainder

of his life. Here he stood among the first citizens of

the classic city in intelligence and social worth.

After his removal to New Haven he was appointed

judge of the County Court, in which office he showed

eminent qualities as jurist. His stern and sterling

integrity never forsook him here. He was still later

chosen to the office of city clerk. His tastes were

especially literary. While in New York he had

edited an agricultural periodical. He had also gath-

ered largely the materials for a memoir of his father-

in-law, but never published it. He died Nov. 13,

1856, during a session of the literary club at the

residence of Rev. Pres. Day, just after an interesting

discussion in which he had taken part.

Benjamist T. SHELTOiST is reported as a practicing

lawyer here in 1812.

Charles Hawley was born June 15, 1792, in

what is now the town of Monroe, formerly Hunting-

ton, and still earlier Stratford. His ancestors were

among tlae early settlers of that old town, and both

on his father's and mother's side they were among
the most respectable and honored of the settlers.

Joseph Hawley, the progenitor of the family in this

country, came to Stratford, probably with the pio-

neers of the town, and for many years was a leading

man in the new colony. He represented the town

several times in the State General Assembly. In his

will in 1689 he gives to his son Samuel all his " build-

ings and lands in Parwidge, Derbyshire, in old Eng-

land," indicating thus, no doubt, the early English

locality of the family. On his mother's side Mr.

Hawley was descended from William Curtiss, another

of the prominent settlers of Stratford. He also num-

bered among his Stratford ancestors Henry de Forest,

who fled from France on the Revocation of the Edict

of Nantes, in 1655, and Richard Booth, the ancestor

of another honored line. Thus Mr. Hawley is found

to belong to the best names of which our country can

boast. From a record of his ancestors, gathered by

him with much pains and care, we learn the following

facts: His great-great-grandmother, Bethia Booth,

was born in 1658, and lived until 1759. At the time

of her death, her grandson, Milton Hawley, the

grandfather of Charles, was twenty-four years of age
;

and at the date of his death, in 1819, Charles was

twenty-six. Thus it was made possible for Mr.

Hawley, in 1865, to report from the lips of his grand-

father the story which he had learned from the lips

of his grandmother of events coming under her per-

sonal observation as far back as 1665. Possibly so

rare an opportunity of learning the family story may
account for one of the most marked characteristics of

Mr. Hawley's later years,—his strong family aflFection.

Mr. Hawley graduated at Yale College in 1816,

and entered on tlie study of law in the Litchfield

Law School. On being admitted to the bar, he es-

tablished himself in Stamford in 1819. From the first

his diligence in business and his zeal in working won
the confidence of the public. That he might fit him-

self locally for his profession, he made himself early

familiar with the records and traditions of the town,

and even became so much interested in these glean-

ings for professional use as to form a plan of the his-

tory of the town. But he rose so rapidly in his pro-

fession that he found himself obliged to abandon this

attempt ; and so the opportunity of preserving much
of the material for such a history which then existed

was forever lost to the town.

Giving himself wholly to his professional work, he

soon placed himself among the first jurists of the

State. From the very beginning of his professional

career he was thorough, exact, and exhaustive in

wliatever cause he undertook. His sense of right

and justice was as keen as his discriminations of

falsehood and truth, and this made him one of the
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most i^crsistent and inexorable of advocates. A cauwc

accepted by him became a bond on his conscience, and

he could do no less than his best in its management.

He was never a politician, yet few men of the age had
more carefully studied the whole science of govern-

ment. Without seeking or wishing office, he rep-

resented his adopted town in seven sessions of tlie

State Legislature, and once represented his senatorial

district in the State Senate. Once, also, he served

the State as its lieutenant-governor. But his tastes

and aims were pr,e-eminently professional, and his

success and reward, both in professional eminence

and in substantial wealth, were very great. His es-

tate was one of the largest ever gathered in the town,

and it was as solid as it was large.

Of Mr. Hawley's fine literary tastes almost every

plea he made for the last half of his professional ca-

reer, and indeed his most ordinary conversation on

ordinary topics, gave most abundant proofs. His lan-

guage was exceedingly terse and exact, rising often,

under the glow of earnest feeling, to a high degree of

strong and fervid eloquence. In his religious expe-

rience Mr. Hawley's record is peculiarly one of the

conscience and heart. Educated early in the faith of

the Congregational Church, to the day of his death

he accepted and cordially endorsed that faith. With-
out ever making a public profession of religion, few

men have given better evidence of the control of re-

ligious principles, and both his lips and his life mod-
estly yet unequivocally assured those who knew him
best that his was the faith of Jesus.

Mr. Hawley was married Jan. 28, 1821, by the Eev.

Jonathan Judd, rector of St. John's Church, in Stam-
ford, to Mary S., daughter of David Holly, Esq., of

Stamford.

Alfeed a. HoLLf , son of John William and Ke-
becca (Welles) Holly, of Stamford, graduated at

Union College in 1818 ; was admitted to the bar, and
began practice here. He soon left the profession, and
since then has been connected with the Stamford and
savings-banks of the town.

John Bissel was a student of law in the office of

Charles Hawley, and, after being admitted to the bar,

opened an office here, but soon went to New York City.

Hon. Truman Smith, formerly United States sen-

ator, is also a resident of Stamford. When in prac-

tice he ranked among the sound and able lawyers of

the Connecticut bar.

Joshua Beal Ferris, son of Joshua and Letitia

(Lockwood) Ferris, was born in Greenwich, Conn.,

Jan. 13, 1804. The name Ferris is from Leicester-

shire, England, from Henry, son of Gualchelme de

Feriers, house of Feriers, to whom William the Con-

queror gave large grants of land in the three shires of

Staffiard, Derby, and Leicester. Thus the ancestry of

Mr. Ferris is traced back through Jeffrey Ferris

(spelled Firries in old records of Stamford) from

America to England and to France.

Jeffrey Ferris, who Avas made freeman in Boston in

lOB/), came with the first settlers, helped pay for the

first survey, and received ten acres of the first allot-

ment of land. Savage says he was from Wat<;rt'Mvn,

Mass., going from there to Wethersfield, tlience with

the first colony to this section. He was one of the

eleven Greenwich men who petitioned to be af;cepte<l

under the New Haven jurisdiction. He lived there-

after in fJreenwicth, and died in lOGO.

During the many years the ancestors of Mr. Ferris

have resided in Greenwich, they have been agricul-

turists, well-to-do, not rich, and in his early years Mr.

Ferris attended the common schools, but while still

young was placed under the tutelage of and prci)ared

for college by Rev. Daniel Smith, of Stamford (who

was pastor of the Congregational church for more
than forty years), and entered Yale College in 1819,

graduating there in 1823. Immediately thereafter

Mr. Ferris began teaching a preparatf)ry school for

boys in Stamford, at the same time devoting every

hour he could give to the reading of law, on which

his mind constantly dwelt. He continued teaching

until 1833, but was admitted to the bar in 182!). He
spent some time in Hon. Charles Hawley's office as

clerk of Probate for Mr. Hawley, who was Probate

judge. In 1833, Mr. Ferris opened an office as a law-

yer, and has been in active practice since. About

1870, Mr. Ferris admitted Calvin G. Child, and after-

wards Samuel Fessenden, into partnership. Mr. Child,

in 1875, opened an office for himself, and the firm has

since been " Ferris & Fessenden."

Mr. Ferris married, in 1823, Sally H., daughter of

William B. Peters, Esq., whose father was the cele-

brated Rev. Dr. Peters, of Hebron, Conn. Slie was

born in Stamford. Their children have been : Harriet

(deceased), Samuel J. (lost at sea), Isadore W., Joshua

B. (who was drowned), Elizabeth J. (who married

William R. Fosdick, of Stamford), Mary L. (who

married Rev. E. 0. Flagg, of New York), Samuel P.

(now a major in the United States army), and Henry
J. (now residing in New York).

Mr. Ferris represented Stamford in the State Legis-

lature in 1836-38, and was a member of the Sttite Sen-

ate during 1840-41 and 1849-50. He was appointed

judge of Probate (to succeed Hon. Charles Hawley)

by the General Assembly in 1838, and held that office

many years. He was also State's attorney for several

years. His politics, in early life, were in accord with

the Whig party. Since the organization of the Re-

publican party he has given that his support.

From the beginning of his practice, Mr. Ferris has

taken rank with the ablest lawyers of his age in the

county. His client's interests have always been his

own, and he has shown great slirewdness in the man-
agement of his cases, and care in preparing the minute

details on which success so often depends. As a coun-

selor he is careful, far-seeing, and safe. His courteous

demeanor and unaffected politeness render his com-

panionship pleasing, and have tended to win him
many friends. He has been engaged in many difficult
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and laborious cases in tlie liighest courts of tlie State,

and lias a reputation for integrity, fidelity to the inter-

ests of his clients, indefatigable labor, and legal acu-

men second to no other lawyer in this section of the

State. Many interesting and important cases in which

he has participated might be cited had we space, and

did it com2)ort with the wishes of Mr. Ferris to pub-

lish them.

William Thomas Minor, LL.D., the second son

of Simeon H., of this town, graduated at Yale in 1834,

and studied law with his father. After being admit-

ted to the bar he commenced practice in his native

town, where he has continued to reside. He has

always been popular at home, and his townsmen from

the first have looked to him as a leader for them in all

local movements for the prosperity of the town. He
has represented the town in the State Legislature

seven times, and once his district in the State Senate.

In 1855 he was chosen Governor of Connecticut, and

re-elected the next j'ear. He received in 1855 the hon-

orary degree of LL.D. from the Wesleyan University

at Middletown. In 1864 he was appointed by Presi-

dent Lincoln consul-general to Havana, which office

he resigned in 1867. On returning to his native town

he was chosen to represent the town in the State Legis-

lature, and by the Legislature he was ap2>ointed judge

of the Superior Court of the State.

Henry A. Mitchell, of New Canaan, was here

in 1842 and 1843.

James H. Olmstead was born in Eidgefield,

Conn., Nov. 24, 1880. He was educated at the dis-

trict schools of his native town and Eidgefield Acad-

emy. He subsequently taught school in Tarrytown,

N. Y., and other places, and finally, having decided

upon the legal profession as a life-work, went to

Stamford and commenced his studies in the ofiice of

the late Charles Hawley. He continued his studies

with diligence and attention, and in October, 1854,

was admitted to the bar, and began practice in his

adopted town of Stamford, where he has since resided.

He entered into the practice with vigor and persis-

tency, and soon took a prominent position at the Fair-

field bar. He was apjjointed State's attorney in 1874

;

was reappointed, and again received the appointment,

but resigned the ofiice July 1, 1880. He was judge of

Probate five years, and member of the Legislature in

1874. During his official career as State's attorney he

prosecuted ten trials for murder, the first being that

of James Lattin, and the last the celebrated Buckholz

case. He discharged his ofiicial duties fearlessly, and,

in the language of a present judge of the Superior

Court, " was one of the most vigorous prosecutors in

the State."

Oct. 2, 1854, he united in marriage with Adelaide

F., daughter of the late Col. Lorenzo Meeker, and

their family has consisted of eight children, four of

whom are living,—viz., Cora Montgomery Meeker,

Irving, Fanny, and Mary.

Francis M. Hawley, son of the Hon. Charles, a

native of Stamford, graduated at Trinity College,

studied law with his father, was admitted to the bar

in 1864, and opened here a law-office.

Julius B. Curtis was born at Newtown, Conn.,

Dec. 10, 1825. He was the only son of Nicholas and

Sarah A. (Bennett) Curtis, and is a lineal descendant

of William Curtis, one of the first settlers of Stratford,

Conn. (The birthi:)lace of Mr. Curtis is erroneously

given in Huntington's " History of Stamford" as

being at Stamford.)

Mr. Curtis received his early education at the public

schools of his native town, supplemented by one year's

attendance at the Newtown Academy and at a private

school of academic character. But his education was

largely obtained by studying alone without the aid of

a teacher.

He commenced the study of law with Hon. Edward
Hinman, of Southbury, Conn., in the summer of 1846,

and afterwards continued his legal readings under

Isaac M. Sturges, Esq., then of Newtown, and Hon.

Amos S. Treat, completing his studies at the law

school at Ballston Springs, Saratoga Co., N. Y., in the

summer of 1850, and was admitted to the bar at Fair-

field, Conn., at the session of County Court held in

December, 1850.

Mr. Curtis commenced the practice of his profession

at Greenwich, Conn., in the summer of 1851, and soon

took high rank and established a fine practice. He
was elected in 1858 and re-elected in 1860 as senator,

to represent the Twelfth Senatorial District in the

General Assembly of the State. He removed to Stam-

ford -in the fall of 1864 and opened an office for the

practice of law.

In 1867, Mr. Curtis was elected judge of the court

of Probate for the district of Stamford, and held the

office by successive yearly elections until 1870. His

practice as a lawyer is extensive. In his profession

he is esteemed as acute, painstaking, and diligent ; of

perfect rectitude, one can intrust business to him
without fear that his trust is misplaced. As a law-

yer he is logical and argumentative, rests his case

upon the law, and his presentation of it is apt to dis-

cover any technical defect in an oppoi^ent's case.

In politics he has ever been a pronounced Free-

Soiler; voted for Martin Van Buren and Charles

Francis Adams in 1848. Previously he was a Whig,

and a Republican from the first nominations of that

party.

Mr. Curtis married Mary Acker, daughter of Peter

and Mary Acker, of Greenwich, Oct. 30, 1854. Their

two children are Sarah, born March 9, 1866, and Louis

J., born March 11, 18«9.

Mr. Curtis is of positive character, independent

thought, and close reasoning powers,—does not

blindly follow the lead of any one, but must satisfy

himself that his course is right. He is strong and loyal

in his friendships, and would stand alone, if occasion

demanded, to defend either a friend or a principle, and,

in consequence, has to a large degree the respect and
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confidence of the community. He is pre-eminently

the enemy of shams, wherever they exist, and nothing

will sooner disgust him than hypocrisy, prevarication,

or untruth. He has been a diligent and persistent

worker in his chosen sphere, and has met with good

reward financially and otherwise.

Calvin G. Child, son of Asa Child, Esq., a native

of Norwich, Conn., graduated at Yale in 1855, and

practiced law in New York until 186G, when he re-

moved to this place. He died Sept. 28, 1880.

Samuel Fessenden, the present State's attorney,

is also a resident of Stamford.

Judge George A. Davexport is of English de-

scent, which may be traced through a long line ot

ancestry, reaching back, according to the "Daven-

port Genealogy" of Mr. A. B. Benedict, to the eleventh

century. He was born in Wilton, Fairfield Co.,

Conn., Jan. 31, 1808. His father was a manufac-

turer of woolen fabrics in a small way, carrying on

farming at the same time. His educational advan-

tages were both common school and academic. At

the conclusion of his studies he entered the profession

of the law. Of his career as Probate judge, however,

we wish more particularly to write, and we think we
cannot do better than to quote entire an article ap-

pearing in the JVorwaUc Gazette, Jan. 8, 1878, upon

the retirement of the judge from the office which for

nearly thirty years he had filled so creditably

:

"During the present month Judge George A. Dav-

enport, who for a quarter of a century has adminis-

tered the duties of the Orphans' Court of the district

of Norwalk, will retire from further service by reason

of the constitutional limitation of age. This is no

trivial event in our local history. Few, if any. Pro-

bate districts in the country have been so highly

favored with such exceptional capacity and fidelity

to public trust, and we are sure that the regrets at

Judge Davenport's retirement will be both universal

and sincere. Differing as widely as the poles with

him in many things, we all the more gladly bespeak

the district's obligations and gratitude with the most

hearty unreserve. Both parties have uniformly voted

for hun as the best jDossible candidate that could be

chosen for the trying and responsible duties of Pro-

bate judge. The angry disputes he has quelled

among those once friends, the jealousies and heart-

burnings among members of the same families he has

removed, the expensive lawsuits and vexatious litiga-

tions he has prevented by his own free and sound

advice,—all are matters of conspicuous local his-

tory. Of all the wills he has drawn, settlements

and decisions he has made, not one has ever

been upset or reversed. His records are models of

clerkly beauty and neatness, and marvels of legal

accuracy.

" We trust we shall not yet lose the wisdom of his

ripe experience and counsels, or tlie light of his pres-

ence among us for many years to come. Though re-

lieved from official responsibility and drudgeries, he

may yet serve his generation m many important way8,

and he will not fail to do so.

"On the ^Ist of January, 1878, Judge Davenport

reached his seventieth year, and was by legal limita-

tion debarred from holding the office of judge of Pro-

bate."

.Judge Davenport was married early in life to Mis«

Mary Sturges, of Wilton, Fairfield Co., Conn. Their

children are Mary A., wife of Charles J>. White,

surgeon in the United States army; Julia A. ; Ben-

jamin, a graduate of the law school of the University

of Georgetown, D. C, now practicing as an attorney

and counselor-at-law in the city of WaslungU^n

;

Daniel, graduate of Yale, studied law in tlie office of

Woodward & Perry, Norwalk, now attorney and

counselor-at-hiw in Bridgeport, married Mary E.

Jones
;

Timothy, graduate of Yale, and attended

New Haven Law School ; and Sarah.

Isaac Morehouse Sturges was born in Wilton,

Fairfield Co., Conn., July 6, 1807, and died at his sis-

ter's residence in that town on the .30th day of Octo-

ber, 1877.

Admitted to the bar of Fairfield County in January,

1837, he at once commenced practice in Newtown, re-

moving from that place to Bridgeport in 1848, where

he soon obtained a large clientage and continued in

the full discharge of his professional duties till the

last. He had been engaged in the trial of a cause the

day before his death, and left it unfinished at the close

of the day, intending to continue the trial on the

morrow, but died very suddenly from an attack of

heart-disease before the morrow came.

His father, Erastus Sturges, a farmer living at Wil-

ton, was a justice of the peace of the old school, four-

teen times elected to the General AssenYbly, and a

member of the Constitutional Convention of 1818

;

before him were tried many cases, and Betts, Bisscll,

and Sherwood, in their management of justice trials,

furnished the student with examples of legal ability

and models for emulation,—the only school of instruc-

tion open to him, for until his admission to the bar

Mr. Sturges had never been present at a higher court.

Entering the profession somewhat late in life with

limited educational advantages, being mainly those,

aside from attendance at district schools in tlie M-inter

months, derived from three years' instruction at the

Wilton Academy, then under the charge of the late

Mr. Hawley Olmstead, with his opportunity for liter-

aiy culture circumscribed, he neglected nothing, but

treasured everything of which he could avail himself,

and brought to the chosen calling of his life a mind

so matured and trained that ho became not only an

acknowlodgod leader of a bar where leadership carried

with it deserved recognition of ability, but outside of

professional studies he was one of the best read of our

number,* and kept himself abreast of all that was

new in literature and science. He thought earn-

* Pioiinvo.l by the late Hou. Ciih in G. CliilJs, of the Fnirfield Uir.
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estly, talked well, and applied with discrimination

the thoughts and opinions of others. His chief char-

acteristic was thoroughness. In the technics of the

profession he had hardly a superior; he elaborated

every detail sometimes beyond apparent necessity,

but he always had a precedent for every proposition

suggested, and, with abiding faith in his own premises,

he considered it his duty to force a recognition from

the court by citing numerous authorities of the con-

clusions which he deemed established. He took

nothing for granted in the court or in anything else,

but developed his argument with syllogistic precision

"Ab ovo usque ad mala." This minuteness of research

characterized his professional life throughout. It was

unsafe to disregard his law, for the motion in error

was sure to follow, urged with dangerous persistency

;

it was unwise to be heedless of his facts, for each was

claimed for a fixed and special purpose in the line of

his argument ; and as a result of such completeness

few were employed in as many cases, none was more

able as a jjractitioner, and so vigorous was he as an

adversary that it was unsafe to meet him, with hope

of success, having a single weak spot in armor, for his

thrust was unerring with whatever weapon he went to

battle, and he never asked nor gave quarter.

One eminent in our profession has called Judge

Hosmer " a traveling index of the law." There was

no safer digest for Fairfield County than Mr. Sturges,

for his tenacious memory and diligent reseai-ch ena-

bled him to furnish information of some decision on

almost every conceivable point,—information which

he was always ready to impart.

Somewhat of a recluse in his habits, being unmar-

ried, and living quite by himself in bachelor quarters

till the last few years of his life, when he made his

home with a sister in Wilton, going to his office at

Bridgeport daily, he acquired a taste for a solitary life

which at times made him aj^pear unsocial ; but his

character when sought out and known was thoroughly

cordial and kindly. He seemed to dread the first ap-

proach to companionship or intimacy, but after the

friendship was formed he was loyal to it in word and

deed. Possessed of a sensitiveness which at times

almost mastered him, he seemed desirous to api^ear to

the world as indifferent to criticism, censure, or praise.

He aimed to be strictly just, but the equipoise of the

scales which he prided himself in holding well bal-

anced was not rarely disturbed by a genial kindli-

ness which he never admitted he possessed. Without

being lavish in expenditure or in the least degree os-

tentatious, he showed in many ways, quietly and with-

out publicity, a generosity which sprang from a large-

hearted sympathy and thorough unselfishness. His

ambition centred in his profession. He was, however,

elected a representative from Wilton in 1837, from

Newtown in 1844, and again from AVilton in 1876.

He was judge of Probate of the district of Newtown
in 1844, and judge of the City Court of Bridgeport in

1860-61.

" The annals of lawyers, like the annals of the poor,

are brief and simple. No memorial can keep their

memories from oblivion, even in the next generation,

except the brief record of their forensic contests to be

found in the Connecticut Eeports." So wrote Mr.

Sturges shortly before his death. Surely in that

record, which shows to a certain extent what the law-

yer is, few have a more prominent place.

And thus another passes from the brotherhood of

the profession,—that brotherhood which amidst the

contentions and emulation of forensic struggles ad-

mits a generous chivalry in its antagonisms and ends

contests with the adjournment of court ; which re-

spects rivalry, buries animosity, and recognizes in the

leadership earned by professional prominence the

tribute due to patient effort in an honorable calling.

The present bar of Fairfield is as follows

:

Bridgeport.—R. C. Ambler, Henry T. Blake, Ste-

phen S. Blake, Morris B. Beardsley, A. B. Beers,

John A. Boughton, Ebenezer Burr, Jr., Charles S.

Canfield, J. C. Chamberlain, Daniel Davenport, R.

E. De Forest, Charles A. Doten, Theo. W. Downs, V.

R. C. Giddings, F. B. Hall, David F. HoUister, F.

L. Holt, Francis Ives, J. A. Joyce, F. Gr. Lewis, D.

B. Lockwood, Michael McGuinness, L. N. Middle-

brook, Dwight Morris, William H. Noble, Frank P.

Norman, W. E. Norton, Eugene B. Peck, John J.

Phelan, J. W. Parrott, Henry S. Sanford, William

K. Seeley, Morris W. Seymour, AVilliam R. Shelton,

Charles Sherwood, Lucius M. Slade, William H.

Stevenson, E. Stewart Sumner, Goodwin Stoddard,

Samuel B. Sumner, A. L. Tallmadge, Amos S. Treat,

Curtis Thompson, Morris Tuttle, George W. War-
ner, Levi Warner, Mark D. Wilbur, William C. Wild-

man.

Danhury.—Roger Averill, Arthur H. Averill, A. T.

Bates, David B. Booth, Lyman D. Brewster, William

Brooke, J. R. Farnum, B. A. Hough, Howard B.

Scott, Howard W. Taylor, William F. Taylor, O. A.

G. Todd, Samuel Tweedy.

Brookfield.—Samuel Sherman.

Easton.—Charles R. Dudley.

Fairfield (Southport).—Charles H. Gilman and

John H. Perry.

Greenwich.—H. W. R. Hoyt, Myron L. Mason,

Frederick O. Hubbard, R. Jay Walsh.

Newtown (Sandy Hook).—James A. Wilson.

Norwalk.—Alfred E. Austin, H. H. Barbour, Joseph

F. Foote, J. B. Hurlbutt, John E. Keeler, John H.

Perry, F. W. Perry, Albert Relyea, John S. Seymour,

William R. Smith, Levi Warner, Asa B. Woodward,

Joseph W. Wilson (South Norwalk), Nelson Taylor,

Nelson Taylor, Jr.

Stamford.—Samuel H. Cohen, Julius B. Curtis,

Joshua B. Ferris, Samuel Fessenden, Nathaniel R.

Hart, Michael Kenealy, Edwin L. Scofield, William

C. Strobridge, Jr. >

Stratford.—\ . R. C. Giddings.

Trumbull.—R. C. Hunter.



WILLIAM F. TAYLOK.

Wm. F. Tavi.or was born iTi Ani^usta, Ga., Oct. 27,

1828. His father, Francis C. Taylor, for many yours a

merchant of that city, was a direct descendant of Thomas
Taylor, one of the first settlers and fjatentces of Danbury.

His mother, Hannah N. Church Taylor, was a native of

the city of Dublin, Ireland, from which place, at the ai^e

of one year, she emigrated to the city of Baltiinore, Md.,

where resided her relatives, the Pattersons, one of wliich

family afterwards married Jerome Bonaparte. Mrs.

Taylor and her mother's family afterwards removed to

the State of Georgia, where they owned large tracts of

land granted to them by the English government.

William F. Taylor removed to Danbury at about the

age of eight, where^he

attended school, pur-

suing all the English

and classical studies,

until about sixteen

years old, when he

began the study of

law in the office of

Fish & Bridgeman,

in the city of New
Tork. Eeturning to

Danbury in the year

1841, he entered the

sophomore class of

Trinity, then "Wash-

ington College, Hart-

ford, from which he

graduated, taking one

of the first honors of

his class.

On leaving college

he read law in the

ofijce of the late Gov.

Charles Hawley, at

Stamford, for one

year, leaving this

office to enter that of

the late Hon. S. H.
Hickok, of Danbury,

at the request of the

latter-named gentle-

man. He remained

here but a few months,

being obliged to suspend his studies from

caused by severe hemorrhage of the lungs, afterwards

finishing his preparation for the jirofession of the law

under the instruction of the late Hon. Edward Taylor,

then judge of Fairfield County. He was admitted to the

bar in August, 1846.

Owing to the death of the late Hon. S. H. Hickok,

which occurred about this time, Mr. Taylor, from his

connection with him, succeeded to nearly the whole of

his practice, jumping; as it were, immediately into medias

res, and from that moment his law business has been

very great, extending into various other and sometimes

distant States, and from the most inferior courts to the

Supreme Court of the United States.

In 1848, Mr. Taylor received the degree of Master of

jrostration

Arts from 'I'rinity College. In 1850 he wa« appointp.d

State's attorney of Fairfield County, which office he

held for a period of three years. In 1852 he wac electfjd

Democratic I'residential elector for the Fourth District

of Connecticut, voting for Peirce and King. He was

elected Democratic State senator for the Eleventh District

of Connecticut, which was tlie only senatorial diftrict

that gave a majority for the Democracy at that election.

In 1865 he received the Democratic nomination for

Congress in the Fourth District, and, althougli defeated,

ran some hundreds ahead of his ticket. Mr. Taylor has

also been elected at various times treasurer of the town

of Danbury, including school visitor,'and for the past

four years has been

president of the board

of education of that

town

.

He has also at vari-

ous times been en-

gaged in diflTerent

public enter])rises,

and to his efforts,

almost solely, the

Pahquioque National

Bank owes its origin,

and for the most of

the time since its cor-

poration he has been

one of its directors

and rendered it most
valuable aid. He
aided greatly in the

creation of the Union
Savings-Bank ofDan-
bury, and is a charter

member of the same.

On the 16th of Sep-

tember, 1856, Mr.
Taylor was married to

Miss Isabella Meeker,

of Danbury. Their

children are three in

number, one son and
two daughters. The
son, a young man of

much promise, is a

member of the bar of Fairfield County, and is practicing

law with his father.

Mr. Taylor is an Episcopalian, but attends regularly
with his wife and family, a portion of every Sunday,
the Congregational church, of which she is a member.
He is of a strong vital temperament, like that of his

father's family. His ancestor Thomas Taylor was the
father of eight children whose aggregate ages amounted
to eight hundred and fifty-eight, two or three of them
attaining to over one hundred years each. From this

family was descended the late Dr. Nathaniel Taylor of

the Yale Theological School, the father of the wife of

President Porter of Yale College, also President Seely

of Amherst College. P. T. Barnum is also one of the

descendants.

hy J. 11. Folsoni D.anbury.
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WestporL—'Edmund M. Lees, Edward J. Taylor

(Green's Farm), Albert Relyea.

Wilton.—George A. Davenport (Cannon's Station),

J. Belden Hurlbutt.

The senior members of the bar of this county have

many of them made up their records ; those still left

are soon to follow, and the juniors are to assume their

])laces at the bar and on the bench ; to them will soon

be committed these great responsible trusts. The

perpetuity of our free institutions is committed to the

guardianship and keeping of the bar and judiciary of

our free country, for the history of the world teaches,

and all free govei'nments illustrate, this truth,—treat

the subject lightly as you will,—that to the profession

of the law civil government is indebted for all the

safeguards and intrenchments with which the liber-

ties of the people are protected; that legislation is

shaped, constitutions enlarged, amended, and adopted

by the enlightened administration of the statesmen,

both of England and the United States, who have

been in both, and are in all free governments, edu-

cated for the bar, and, ascending by the inherent force

of their disciplined professional life, they become the

directors of the destinies of states and nations.

Military chieftains may spring into power
;
tyrants

may for the hour dazzle, with the glamour of military

parade and the pomp of war, an oppressed and fren-

zied people; but they turn, as the cannonade dies

away, to the statesmanship of the country, and call to

the parliaments and congressional halls for final de-

bate the arbitraments of the liberties of the people.

From the days of King John to the present hour

the bar and the bench have furnished the statesmen

who have erected the bulwarks of constitutional law,

and extorted from tyrants the Magna Chartas which

have secured to the oj^pressed the guarantees of free

institutions.

Imbued with the historical traditions of their pre-

decessors, and tracing the paths they have trod, emu-

lating their good examijle, it should become more and

more the resolute purpose of the Fairfield County bar

to so walk in the light of their professional teachings

that when they are called to follow them to that

upper court, and file their judgment-roll of the great

trial of life with that Supreme Judge from whose bar

they can take no appeal,

—

" Thou go not like the quarry-slave at night

Scourged to liis dungeon
;
but, sustained and soothed

By an unfaltering trust, approacli tliy grave

Like one who wraps the drapery of liis couch

About him, aud lies down to pleasant dreams."
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CHAPTER III.

MEDICAL HISTOBy.*-THE AGEICULTUHAIj
SOCIETY.

MEDICAL HISTORY.

The records of the Fairfield County Medical So-

ciety, as they exist to-day, begin with the year 182o.

No mention is made in them of any previous date,

excepting that in 182G it was " Voted, To pay the

clerk for advertising medical notice for the la«t five

years and a record-book for said society, amounting

to six dollars and twenty-five cents." But the asso-

ciations of the several counties in the State were

formed at a much earlier period. The New Haven
Medical Society was in existence in 1784 as "The As-

sociated Faculty of New Haven." The movement
which ended in chartering the Connecticut Medical

Society was initiated by tlic New Haven society.

The New London County Medical Society was tiien

in existence, for a reply from it on the granting

of a charter for the State society bears date " New
London, April 20, 1784."

In Fairfield County, however, no medical society

existed previous to the chartering of the Connecticut

Medical Society. (See " Historical Account of the

Origin of the Connecticut Medical Society," by Henry
Bronson, M. P., " Proceedings Connecticut Medical

Society," 1873, p. 199, and "Blakeman's Address,"

1853.)

To give importance to the movement and weight to

the appeal for the charter of the Connecticut society,

which met with opposition from the State Legislature,

several distinguished and infiuential physicians from

other counties were admitted to membership in the

New Haven County Society. Among these were

Amos Mead, of Greenwich, Joseph Trowbridge, of

Danbury, and James Clark, of Stratford ("Bronson's

Address"). The desired charter was obtained in

1792, and this year may be regarded as tiie first of the

existence of the Fairfield County Medical Society.

Dr. Rufus Blakeman, of Greenfield, president of

the Connecticut Medical Society in 1853, made the

subject of his address " The Early Physicians of

Fairfield County." In this he states that the Fair-

field County society united, with a commendable zeal,

with those of the other counties in an application to

the Legislature for the charter of the State society.

Candor and consideration of all the statements found

compel the assertion rather that several distinguished

physicians of the county were among the petitioners,

but not any organized society from this county. Dr.

C. W. Chamberlain, of Hartford, secretary of the

State Medical Society, has very kindly furnished a

copy of the proceedings of the society for the year

1853, so that, fortunately, we are able to produce the

interesting address of Dr. Blakeman in full.

* Contributed by N. E. Woi-din, M.D., of Bridg<>i>ort.
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The purpose in forming these several societies

(for they must in a measure be considered together)

was " to adopt such measures for the future regula-

tion of our salutary art as shall effectually support

and countenance merit and discountenance ignorance

and presumption," " the encouragement of an accu-

rate study in the theory and practice of physic and

surgery," " to collect and preserve useful papers rel-

ative to the practice of medicine." It was their

purpose then, as it is ours now, to keep our great and

sacred ars medendi above the plane of an ordinary

business which advertises and solicits trade, to protect

and help its own members, and, so far as possiblCj to

educate the public and protect them from charlatan-

ism. They recognized the benefits to be derived from

association and discussion, the contact of mind with

mind. Individual influence is like the tap of a tack-

hammer ; a united society deals the ponderous blow

of a sledge. Everything tended to encourage their

coming together. Consultations could not be very

frequent ; libraries were small ; there was no medical

college in tlie State. The first meeting of which we
have the records was held at the house of Silas Camp,

in Bridgeport, on the third Monday of April, 1825.

I can find no trace of the previous records by inquiry

of the former secretaries. The meetings at that time

were held annually at different towns in the county

indiscriminately,—sometimes at the houses of persons

who were not members, sometimes at inns. For in-

stance, in 1826 they met at the house of Levi Ed-

wards, Esq., in Monroe ; in 1827 at the house of

Ephraim Knapp, in Bridgeport (Knapp's Inn) ; in

1836 at the house of Widow Huldah Gregory, in

Trumbull. The eastern part of the county had the

greatest number of meetings, and Levi Edwards seems

to have been the most popular host. Between 1826

and 1834 they assembled four times with him. From
1825 to 1859 the following places were favored respec-

tively with gatherings of these men : Bridgeport, 14

;

Monroe, 6; Greenfield, 4; Fairfield, 8; Weston, 2;

Norwalk, 2; Danbury, Westport, Redding Ridge,

and Trumbull, each 1. In 1859 it was decided that

the i^laces for meeting should be confined to Danbury,

Bridgeport, and Norwalk in order. This plan con-

tinued until, in 1878, Danbury not being considered

sufficiently accessible, her name was left out and

Bridgeport and Norwalk now divide the lienors.

No list of members appears until 1856. A change

in the manner of choosing delegates or fellows to rep-

resent them at the State Medical Society rendered

necessary the making of a list at that time. Hitherto

these delegates had been chosen or elected by the

society. In 1856, at the City Hotel, Bridgeport, " Dr.

Blakeman moved the following :
' Eesolved, That a

committee of three be appointed to arrange the names
of members in such order as they may judge proper,

and that hereafter the names of five present at a

meeting who stand first in the list be considered

nominees or fellows in the year 1857 and the five

subsequent for 1858 ; and so on, proceeding from year

to year.' " Drs. Noyes, Blackman, and Hubbard were

appointed, and they reported the names as here ar-

ranged: David H. Nash, John A. McLean, Joseph
|

M. French, George Blackman, Samuel Sands, Lewis

Hurlburt, S. P. V. R. Ten Broeck, Moses B. Pardee,

Frederic Judson, W. B. Nash, Rufus Blakeman,

George Dyer, N. D. Haight, E. P. Bennett, David S.

Burr, Robert Hubbard, James Baldwin, H. L. W.
Burritt, Ira Gregory, Noah A. Lacey, Samuel S.

Noyes, H. N. Bennett, Elijah Middlebrook, Lewis

Richards, Samuel Lynes, Justus Sherwood, Amos L.

Williams. The same method of appointing fellows

is still in vogue.

The by-laws of the Fairfield County Medical So-

ciety appear on the records as adopted April 17, 1826.

As they indicate the sentiment of the men of that

day, their purpose and their thought, it may be of in-

terest to our readers to copy them entire. They are

as follows

:

" 1st. That no person shall become a member of the Fairfield Countj'

Medical Society unless he receive two-thirds of the votes of the meeting

before which he is proposed; except such as the law makes members, of

course.

" 2d. That the Moderator and Clerk be chosen by ballot ; also the Dele-

gates to the Convention.

"3d. That tliere shall be three members designated by vote to read dis-

sertations at tlie succeeding meeting next after being appointed, and

being so appointed, and having not declined, shall read a dissertation on

penalty of one dollar to be forfeited to our Society and collected by the

Clerk." (This was raised to five dollars in 1870, and in 1874 the by-law-

was repealed in tola.)

" 4th. The first business after organizing shall be to hear a dissertation

from one of the three appointed for that purpose.

" 6th. No member of this Society shall (but by absolute necessity) meet

with and consult a practitioner in medicine or surgery unless he is or

has been a regular member of our Society and been honorably discharged
;

at any rate, in other respects being equal, a member of our Society shall

always be preferred.

" Cth. That a Standing Committee of three be appointed annually to

report upon all crimes and misdemeanors that may be committed by any

member of this Society against any article contained in their by-laws,

and that the Society act upon it as they may deem expedient.

" 7th. That any member shall have the liberty to file his accusation

against another member to one or more of the Standing Committee,

whose duty it shall be, if two of said Committee think it expedient,

to summons the delinquent to appear and to notify the accused to meet

the County Meeting, where the subject shall be tried and determined.

A copy of said accusation and notification shall be left with the accused,

or at his last usual place of abode, at least sixty days prior to the trial.

The accuser shall also make, or cause to be made, service and return to

the county of said accusation and notice.*

" 8th. Tliat any person in our Society who pretends to or uses any nos-

trum or secret medicine, and refuses to give a receipt in full to any mem-
ber of tliis Society when requested, shall be expelled.

" 9tli. That when a new Clerk of onr Society is chosen, it shall be

the duty of his predecessor to deliver over to him all the records and

papers appertaining to said office.

" Voted, That the foregoing articles be adopted as a code of by-laws for

this Society this 17th day of April, a.d. 1820.

"Attest: "John JvDSoy, CJiairman.

"Elijah Middlebrook, Clerk."

The society was in part for the protection of its

own members. At the meeting in which the by-laws

* " Violations of the by-laws of the Connecticut Medical Society, or of

the rules and regulations passed by the county associations in conformity

with the by-laws of the State society," are now tried according to rules

of Sec. 7, ch. iv., by-laws of the Connecticut Medical Society.
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were adopted, the following resolves were passed,

which seem to have been for that purpose

:

" Resohe fiml.—Tliat any iiliysician who iiiiilcrcliaigcs liiH neigliljor in

ilia neighbor's vicinity witli a view to supplant Haiti lu'i^^lilior (;r otlier-

wise to interrnpt liis ljusinces jnstly tleserves to he disrespected by every

member of our Society.

" llesolce second.—Tliat opinions on cases of disease shall, unless other-

wise agreed in consultations, be considered as sacred, not to bo divulged.

" Resolve lliinl.—That an uniform rate of chai giiig be desiralde, to which

when established by vote of our Society, every nicnilier shall ailljere, on

penalty of being adjudged by the Standing Commiltee as to them shall

be deemed just and proper."

They preserved the discipline laid down, expelling

such members as they considered unworthy.

Dr. Blakeman, in his address of 1853, spoke of a

repugnance to taxation at that time as somewhat
characteristic, and as having been a development of

their professional progenitors. It gave dissatisfaction

in 1793, it was the cause for expulsion of members

in the middle of the century, it is a magnum oppro-

brium in 1880.

At the meeting in Greenfield, April 18, 1849, it was

" Voted, Tliat members of the Fairfield County Medical Society who
have refused, and persist in refusing, to pay their taxes and attendance

on medical meetings are disregarding the true interests of tlie profes-

sion, are unworthy of membership, and this Society would instruct the

Fellows to make application to the State Convention to be holden in Hart-

ford in May next for their discharge from tliis Society.

" J?eso/re(7, That if such discharge is procured for any such delinquent

members, tlie Clerk be directed to notify each one so discharged, stating

the cause of expulsion, and also tliat the Clerk transmit to each default-

ing member a copy of the above resolutions.

" Samuel Beach, Clerk."

In 1851 a list of the names of ten "non-paying

members" was presented, and they were expelled,

some of them being prominent in the society.

Their opinion of a newei' sect—those who had

clunbed xip some other way—is tersely expressed,

April 10, 1850

:

"Voted, That Homoeopathy be regarded as Quackery.

"Foto?, That the Clerk publish proceedings in several papers of this

County."

Some of the members strayed from the fold and

went over to the opposition. At the same meeting in

which the ten "unworthy" members were proposed

for discharge (April 10, 1851) it was

" Voted, That Drs. Dennison, Ayres, and Northrop, reported to have

practiced Homoeopathy, if on investigation be so found to transgress the

rules of the Medical Society by such irregular practice, be by the above

committee [the Standing Committee] cited to appear at the next annual

meeting of this Society and answer to irregularity in practice."

At the next annual meeting the several cases were

carefully considered. It was " unanimously voted

that their names be, each of them, erased from the

books of Fairfield County Medical Society and dis-

missed from the said Society."

At this meeting in 1851 there seems to have been

much discipline to enforce. Besides non-payment of

fines and irregular practice, there was undercharg-

ing. It was

" Voted, That whereas, complaint having been made of nndercharges

by physicians practicing in neighborhood of other physicians with the

apparent design to supplant their ueighbors, therefore

3
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" Voted, That to tho price commonly charged fur a tingle vlnit >ic addel

for eiu'li visit twelve and one-half cents per mile for travel for tra';h

mile traveled after tho first mile."

But discipline was only a casual thing forced on

them by neglect of the laws which governed the body.

What was done at the gatherings of the.^e men?-

The following " Rules of Order" were adopted April

14, 1853, i'rom report of the committee appointed for

that purpose

:

" 1st. The Meeting shall be called to order by the Clerk, and imme-

diat(dy thereafter the Chairman shall be chosen by ballot.

"2d. Klection of ^'lerk.

" M. Reading the Minutes of the last Session.

•"4tli. Admission of New Jlembers.

"5th. Election of Fellows to the State Convention.

"(ith. Election of Delegates to the .\nicrican Medical As<)jci.itioD.

"7th. Appointment of (Jommittees.

"8th. Reading of Dis-iertations.

"lUh. Unfinished Busine.HS.

" Kith. Reports of Committees, which sliall be ma le in t'.ie Order of

Appointment,

"llth. New Business.

"12th. Appointment of Dissertator.

"Kith. Aiipointnienl designating the Place of Adjournment for next

Meeting."

Dissertations had been required from an early

period in the history of the society (see By-Laws,

Sec. 3). At the first meeting of which any record is

extant Dr. Elijah Middleljrook, of Trumbull, r<;ad

" A Case of Tetanus which proceeded from a Wound
of a Nail, which was successfully treated by Opium
and Wine." Dr. L. Seeley, of Weston, read a disser-

tation on "Hemorrhage in Typhus Fever." And so

at every meeting for years one or more essays were

read, to the profit and entertainment of the members.

The subjects were sometimes assigned, sometime?

left to the option of the writer. At the first meeting

it was

" Voted, That Drs. Parruok, Simons, and Goulding read Dissertations on

any subject they choose.

" Voted, That Dr. Blukeniau read a Dissertation on Constitutional

Peculiarity."

But the sons gradually dejiarted from the customs

of their fathers. An exchange of good wishes all

around, a general discussion of medical topics, the ap-

pointment of delegates and committees, the reading of

pajiers voluntarily proffered, the discussion and dis-

posal of questions of discipline, occupy now the hours,

while a concluding dinner at the hotel sends each

one home better acquainted with his neighboring

brother and stronger for another year of service.

The fellows are the delegates sent to the State so-

ciety as representatives. In Fairfield County these

were at first chosen by ballot. In 1825 the men se-

lected were Samuel Simons, of Bridgeport; William

T. Shelton, of Stratford ; Cyrenius II. iMioth, of New-
town ; and xjohn Tomlinson, of Huntington. In

1792 they were James Potter, Thaddeus Bette, Hosea

Hurlburt, James Clark, Amos Jlead. A list of the

fellows from Fairfield County from 1792 to our day

may be found in the " Proceeding-s of the Connec-

ticut Medical Society" for 1S75, p. cxxxii.
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In 1847 the county society sent a delegate to the

American Medical Association, or, as the records have
it, the National Convention. The choice fell upon
Dr. Elijah Middlebrook, and the association met that

year in Philadelphia in May. Appointments have
been regularly made since. Delegates are appointed

also to the society meetings of other States,—New
York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, five to the Ameri-

can Medical Association. The Connecticut Medical

Society meets yearly, alternately in Hartford and New
Haven.

The records of the society have always been well

kept since the year 1825. In 1845 a vote was passed

to jniblish the j^roceedings in the several papers printed

in the county, but there is no evidence as to how long

this custom was continued, or even whether it was
ever in vogue.

A copy of the essays presented was always re-

quested to be lodged with the clerk, to be placed on
file. They would be interesting reading to-day, doubt-

less
;

but, unfortunately, not one of them can be

found.

One is forced to smile at the absurdly small fees

which these men received, and the nicety into which

they divided the diiferent departments of their busi-

ness. Yet the table was one of their own making,

and must have been in some degree satisfactory. It

affords a pithy lesson of the progress of the times.

At the annual meeting holden at the house of Levi

Edwards, Esq., of Monroe, April 20, 1829, it was

" Voted, That the following services and medicines shall not be ren-

(Ici'ed nor furnished for less sums than are designated,—viz. : Bleeding,

20 cts.; Catliartic, 12 cts. : Emetic, 10 cts.
;
Visit, 17 cts.; Travel, per

Mile, 17 cts.; Obstetric Case, $2.50,—Instrumental, §4.00; Extracting

Tooth, 12 cts."

The society has now no fee-table, the difierence in

the size of the towns having rendered such a plan

very impracticable.

In the cities the local societies, which are entirely

independent of the county organization, adopt such

lists of prices, and in the more rural districts every

man is a law unto himself.

They denounced all irregularities in practice. On
the temperance question they gave a no less certain

sound. At the Washington Hotel, in Bridgeport, on
April 21, 1828, it was

"T'o<ed, Tli.it the following preamble and resolutions be adopted,

—

viz.:

"IVIiei-eas, in our opinion, intemperance is the most base, general, dan-

gerous, and demoralizing evil in our countiy and its suppression the

most to be desired ; thei efore,

" Hesolved, 1st. Tluit we highly approve of the active and humane ex-

ertions of the Ameiican Temperance Society, made and now making, to

etfect the same.

" Resolved, 2d. That in our opinion the use of ardent spirit does not

prevent the imbibing contagious diseases, but gcneralhj the system more

susceptible to their intlnence.

" Ilesoh-ed, 3d. That in our opinion the use of ardent spirit does not

invigorate tlie system and qualify it to endure hardship or resist the

evils of the extremes of heat and cold, as is too generally believed.

Resoh-ed, 4th. That in our opinion the prescriptions of physicians

containing bitters in ardent sjirit is a fruitful source of intemperance,

seldom necessary in practice, and when not so should be studiously

avoided.

"Resolved, 5th. That in our opinion water is the most natural and
healthy drink for man, and always salutary when discreetly used.

" Resoh-ed, Gth. That ardent spirit at all our future meetings be dis-

continued.

" Resoh-ed, 7th. That the Clerk of this meeting be requested to trans-

mit to the Secretary of the American Temperance Society the foregoing

resolutions, with the assurance that we will cheerfully co-operate with
him in the promotion of temperance."

Humanity and philanthropy combined in favoring

the founding of a hospital in a neighboring county.

In 1829 it was

"Voted, That we highly approve of the measure of establishing a gen-

eral hosi ital at New Haven, and that we -will use our best endeavors to

promote the same by encouraging subscriptions in our respective neigh-

borhoods."

Such was the Fairfield County Medical Society in

its earlier days. The State society by degrees spread

its hands out over it. The former became a tributary

;

it is simply a part of the Connecticut Medical Society.

Without detailing the several steps of the change,

—

a process hardly called for in a sketch,—we may look

at the county society as it stands to-day in its relation

to the State Medical Society. This can be done by
selections from the by-laws of the State society :

-

" Chaptek I.

—

Section 1. This Society shall be known by the name of

The Connecticut Medical Society, and it shall be composed of the mem-
bers of the county associations and of honorary members.

"Sec. 2. The Connecticut Medical Society shall hold an annual con-

vention on the Thursday following the fourth Wednesday in Maj'. The
annual -convention shall assemble alternately at New Haven and Hait-

ord. Ten members shall constitute a quorum.

"Sec. 3. The President and Fellows shall hold an annual meeting.
" Sec. 4. The county associations shall hold in their respective counties

an annual meeting.

" Chapter II.

—

Section 1. The officers of the Society shall consist of a

President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Committee on Mattel's of

Professional Interest in the State, and the Presidents of the county asso-

ciations, who shall be Vice-Presidents ex~o£icio.

" Chapter III.

—

Sectimi 1. There .shall be an annual meeting of the

Presidents and Fellows of the Connecticut Medical Society on the day

preceding the annual convention of the Society, and in the same city

where the convention is to be held.

"Chapter IV.

—

Section 1. The members of the Connecticut Medical

Society shall meet annually in their respective counties, and at such

other times and places as have been or may hereafter be agreed upon by

them. l'i-oi:iJed, the annu.il meeting shall be at least four weeks before

the fourth Wednesday in May. Each county association shall be known
and called by the name of the county in which it exists, and shall choose

from among themselves a President, Clerk, and such other officers as may
be found necessary. At their annual meeting they shall elect by ballot,

of their own number, in eacli county five—except in the county of Tol-

land, which shall elect three—Fellows, to have part in the superintend-

ence and management of the Society.

"Sec. 2. The county associations, in their respective counties, shall

have power to adjourn meetings and to call special meetings from time to

time as they shall deem expedient ; and they nuiy adopt such by-law s

and regulations for their own government, and for the promotion of med-

ical science, as they may think proper, not contrary to the laws of the

state or the by-laws of the Connecticut Medical Society.

" Sec. 3. Any person of good moral ch.aractej', found to possess the

qualifications presciibed by the charter and by-laws of this Society, may,

by any county association, at any meeting legally holden, be admitted to

memberehip by a major vote of the members present, by ballot. Provided,

he is residing and practicing in said county, and makes application for

that purpose.

" Sec. 4. All pei^sons so elected shall, within one year after such elec-

tion, subscribe the by-laws of the Society, or otherwise declare in writing

their assent to the same, or such election shall be void.

" Sec. 5. Any county association may by a major vote dismiss from the
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Society any menibor who sliall remove from the State or who shall leave

the profession for otlier pursuits.

"Sec. G. Any county association may, if it is doeniod expedient, recom-

mend to the President and Fellows, for <lismission from the Society, any

member residing in tliat county whosliall api>ly for sucli dismission by a

written request to tliat effect, delivered to tlie Clerk of said county asso-

ciation at least ten days before tlie time of liolding any legal county

meeting, and also any member who shall refuse or neglect to pay taxes

;

and upon the appj oval of such recommendation by llie President and

Fellows in annual meeting the connection between such niemberand the

Society shall be dissolved. Prorideil, that no member shall be honorably

dismissed from the Society until all his taxes shall have been paid.

" Sec. 1. All violation of the by-laws of the Connecticut Medical So-

ciety or of the Medical Police adopted by the Society, or of the rules and

regulations passed by the county associations in conformity with the by-

laws of the State society, may be prosecuted and tried in tlie respective

county associations, under the following regulations. . . . Provkleil, that

no sentence of expulsion shall be valid until conflrmod by the President

and Fellows in annual meeting.

" Chapteh V.

—

Section 2. All the members of the Connecticut Medical

Society have the privilege of attending all meetings of the President and

Fellows and performing all the duties of Fellows except voting.

"Sec, 5. No mendierof the Society shall hold professional consultation

or intercourse with any other than licensed physicians and surgeons in

regular standing.

" Chaptek VII.—The Society adopts the Code of Ethics of the Ameri-

can Medical Association as a part of the Constitution and by-laws.

"On the day of the annual convention a dinner shall be provided at

the expense of those membei's partaking of it."

The presidents (or moderator and chairman, as they

were formerly called) and secretaries,—the only two

offices held in the Fairfield County Society,—have

been as follows

:

1825.—Gabriel Baldwin, Chairman
;
Elijah Middle-

brook, Clerk.

1826.—John Judson, Chairman
;
Elijah Middlebrook,

Clerk.

1827-28.—William T. Shelton, Moderator; Samuel

Simons, Clerk.

1829.—Elijah Middlebrook, Moderator; Samuel Si-

mons, Clerk.

1830.—John Judson, Moderator; Samuel Simons,

Clerk.

1831.—Lloyd Seeley, Moderator; John Tomlinson,

Clerk.

1832-34.—Elijah Middlebrook, Moderator; John Tom-
linson, Clerk.

1835.—William T. Shelton, Moderator; E. Beach
Middlebrook, Clerk.

1836.—Samuel Simons, Moderator; Dr. Sturges Bulk-

ley, Clerk.

1837.—Elijah Middlebrook, Moderator
;
Sturges Bulk-

ley, Clerk.

1838.—Rufus Blakeman, Moderator; Sturges Bulk-

ley, Clerk.

1839^0.—Elijah Middlebrook, Moderator; Sturges

Bulkley, Clerk.

1841.—Daniel Comstock, Danbury, Moderator ; Stur-

ges Bulkley, Clerk.

1842.—Elijah Middlebrook, Moderator; S. P. V. R.

Ten Broeck, Fairfield, Clerk.

• 1843.—Samuel Simons, Moderator ; S. P. V. R. Ten
Broeck, Fairfield, Clerk.

1844.—Elijah Middlebrook, Moderator ; S. P. V. R.

Ten Broeck, Fairfield, Clerk.
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1845.—Elijah Middlebrook, Moderator; George

Blackman, Clerk.

1846.—D. (Jomstock, Daiiljury, Moderator ; Samuel

Beach, (Jlcrk.

1847.—Elijah Middlebrook, Chairman ; Samuel Beach,

Clerk.

1848.—Rufus Blakeman, Chairman ; S. Beach, Clerk.

1849.—Elijah Middlebrook, Moderator; Samuel

Beach, Clerk.

1850-51.—Elijah Middleljrook, Cliairmaii ; Samuel

Beach, Clerk.

1852.—Samuel' S. Noyes, Chairman ; Samuel Beach,

Clerk.

1853.—G. Blackman, Chairman ; F. J. Judnon, Clerk.

1854.—Elijah Middlebrook, Chairman ; Justus Sher-

wood, Clerk.

1855.—Samuel S. Noyes, Chairman ; Justus Sher-

wood, Clerk.

1856-57.—Elijah Middlebrook, Chairman ; H. L. W.
Burrit, Clerk.

1858.—G. Blackman, Chairman ; M. B. Pardee, Clerk.

1859.—Samuel S. Noyes, Chairman ; M. B. Pardee,

Clerk.

1860.—E. P. Bennett, Chairman ; D. S. Burr, Clerk.

1861.—George Blackman, Cliairman; D. S. Burr,

Clerk.

1862-63.—Wanting in record book.

1864.—Samuel Noyes, Chairman; O. S. Hickok,

Clerk.

1865.—Samuel S. Noyes, Chairman ; William H.

Trowbridge, Clerk.

1866.—Samuel S. Noyes, New Canaan, Chairman

;

Samuel Sands, Clerk.

1867-70.—Samuel S. Noyes, New Canaan, Chairman
;

George L. Burs, Clerk.

1871-72.—Ira Gregory, Norwalk, Chairman
;
George

L. Burs, Clerk.

1873.—Robert Hubbard, Chairman
;
George L. Bur.',

Clerk.

1874-75.—E. P. Bennett, Chairman ; J. G. Gregory,

Clerk.

1876.—W. G. Brownson, New Canaan, Chairman

;

J. G. Gregory, Clerk.

1877.—E. P. Bennett, Chairman ; W. C. Burke. Jr.,

Clerk.

1878.—E. P. Bennett, Chairamn ; W. C. Burke, Jr.,

Clerk.

1879.—W. G. Brownson, Chairman ; W. C. Burke. Jr.,

Clerk.

1880.—Curtis H. Bill, Chairman; F. M. Wilson,

Clerk.

The present list of members, as given in the " Pro-

ceedings" for 1880, is as follows

:

President.^'. H. Bill, of Bridgeport.

C/er/i-.—F. M. Wilson, Jr., of Bridgeport.

Censors.—^y. A. Lockwood, C. H. Bill, James R.

Cummings.

Counfi/ Bcporier.—W. A. Lockwood.

Bridgeport.—David H. Nash, Robert Hubbard,
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Andrew J. Smith, Augustus H. Abernethy,^ George

F. Lewis, James R. Cummings, George L. Porter,

Robert Lauder, Francis J. Young, Curtis H. Bill, N.

E. Wordin, G. M. Teeple, Charles W. Sheffrey, E. T.

Ward, F. M. Wilson, T. F. Martin, W. H. Bunnell,

F. B. Downs, B. W. Munson, Miry J. Rising, W. C.

Bowers.

BrooJcfield.—A. L. Williams.

Danbury.—E. P. Bennett, James Baldwin, William

C. Bennett, F. P. Clark, A. T. Classon.

Darien.—Samuel Sands, R. L. Bohannan,

JVew Canaan.—William G. Brownson.

Bethel.—A. D. Barber.

Greenfield Bill.—M. V. B. Dunham.
Fahfield.—S. M. Garlick.

Norwalk.—James G. Gregory, W. A. Lockwood,

John C. Kendall, Robert Nolan, F. V. Buesch, E. C.

Clarke, W. J. Wakeman, A. B. Gorham.

South Norwalk.—R. L. Higgins, John Hill, W. C.

Burke, Jr.

Bidgefield.—O. S. Hickok, William S. Todd.

Heading.—M. H. Wakeman.
Southport.—C. H. Osborne.

Stratford.—Edwin D. Nooney, Almon S. Allen.

Stamford.—^. D. Haight, H. P. Geib.

North Stamford.—George W. Birch, W. H. Trow-

bridge.

Weston.—F. Gorham.

Westport.—George B. Bouton, F. Powers.

Huntington.—Gould A. Shelton.

Sandy Hook.—William C. Wyle.

Wilton.—A. E. Emery, L. H. Huntington.

Of these, Drs. D. H. Nash, of Bridgeport, A. L.

Williams, of Brookfield, E. P. Bennett and James

Baldwin, of Danbury, and N. D. Haight, of Stam-

ford, are over sixty years of age. The records give

no indication as to which is the oldest member of the

society. The name of Dr. James Baldwin, however,

appears earliest on the records. In the year 1833 he

was appointed one of the delegates to attend the

Medical Convention at Hartford. He must, there-

fore, have been a member for some years previous.

He was the same year (1833) appointed, with Dr. A.

L. AVilliams, "to read a dissertation at the next an-

nual meeting." Their names appear frequently in the

records of the society. In 1836, Dr. E. P. Bennett

was appointed fellow of the State Medical Conven-

tion in New Haven, and to read a dissertation at the

next annual meeting. In 1838, David H. Nash was
appointed a fellow of the State Convention. In 1850

Nathaniel D. Haight was chosen one of the fellows

for the ensuing year. It may be safe to estimate their

respective ages as members from the above data.

Fairfield County has furnished from its members
the following presidents for the State society : Elijah

Middlebrook, 1841-42; Rufus Blakeman, 1851-52;

Robert Hubbard, 1877.

So much time has been spent with the living that

,nonc is left for the virtues and memories of the dead

who strove to keep and to improve the society and
themselves. They labored, and we have entered into

their labors. Only recently has it become customary

to publish obituaries of deceased members. In 1854

a motion was passed "that the clerk notice the

death of the members of this Society with a concise

biography." If this was ever done, no record of

it remains. The records contain but one obituary,

which, on account of its tenderness and of the source

whence it comes, I am constrained to give in full.

April, 1856,

"Dr. Blakeman, committee on oWtuary of members deceased, reported

on Dr. E. B. Botsford, dec'd of Danbury, the fallowing letter, which was

ordered to be included in the minutes

:

" ' Dr. Russcl B. Bot.sford was born at Newtown, May 7, 1794, and com-

menced the study of medicine witli Dr. Shepard, of New;town, during

two years of liis medical course. In New Haven he was in Dr. Gilbert's

office. He received his diploma September, 1816. In the spring of 1817

he commenced the practice of medicine in the village of Danbury. In

1820 he was married, and his general health was such that for thirty-six

3'ears he was (when at home) never prevented from sitting at the table

and enjoying tlie regular meals of his family. Being of a very depressed

temperament and dyspeptic habits, and from too intense application to

study and a very laborious practice, in 1832 he was afflicted with a rush

of blood to the head, which in a few years resulted in attacks of an epi-

leptic cliaracter, which continued with more or less frequency and se-

verity until, Dec. 2C, 1855, they terminated his life at the age of sixty-

two. His habits of industry and system were such that to the day before

his death he attended to all his domestic duties, keeping everything

about and in his premises with perfect neatness and order. Perhaps it does

not beoonie the hand of affection to pen his eulogy, but allow me to say

that fur purity of charai;ter, untiring devotion to his profession, hospi-

tality, and kindness to his fiiends, he had not his superior.
"

' Yery respectfully,

Eliza W. Botsford.' "

A few facts seemingly of interest may be added re-

garding the study of medicine and the granting of

licenses. Dr. Blakeman states in his address :
" Pre-

vious to the formation of the county society it is

believed that the time devoted to medical qualifica-

tion, even of the regular practitioner, was optional

with the candidate for public favor. His reliance

for a successful practice was more upon the popular

decision regarding his skill than upon certificates of

qualification which he might derive from his medical

teachers." Yet this great

"ait,

Whijli doth mend Nature,"

must be handed over to Science or Knowledge for its

highest, its complete attainment. " The grounds of

every rule of art are to be found in the theorems of

Science" (Mill's "Logic," vol. ii.), and the true phy-

sician (for there were many such in those earlier

days) sought some place for the beginning of his

medical career.

The sources for the acquisition of medical knowl-

edge in the American colonies were few and scanty.

A medical department was connected with King's—

afterwards Columbia—College from 1767 to 1813. The

Yale Medical School was not organized until 1813,

and did not confer degrees until the following year.

But very early in the century we learn of young men

appealing for licenses to practice. Dr. George Sum-
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ner, in an address on " The Early Physicians of Con-

necticut," in 1851, says John Copp, styled school-

master, obtained the recommendation of the selectmen

of Norwalk and applied for a license to practice

medicine in 1705. Dr. Uriah Rogers* studied with

Dr. Jonathan Bull, of Hartford, and was licensed

by the General Court in 1733. Dr. David Rogers,*

born in 1741, studied medicine with his father, ob-

tained a license to practice medicine in New York,

and located at Greenfield Hill, Fairfield. It was the

custom for the student, after having qualified as was

thought sufficiently by study with a preceptor, to

make application and appear before the physicians

of the county or a committee appointed by them for

examination and license. Thus were most permits

granted until the establishment of the Connecticut

Medical Society in 1792. " Among the earliest and

most important of the duties of the State Medical

Society was examining candidates for the practice of

medicine and surgery by a board annually appointed

from its members, and legally empowered to issue

licenses to practice to such as they deemed propei'ly

qualified. It also thus early in its history established

a standard of qualifications, making, on the part of

the candidate, the attainment of his majority, the

evidence of a good moral character, and certificate of

three years' study with some reputable physician or

surgeon, save in the case of college gi-aduates (when

two years were accepted), as prerequisite to examina-

tion. This method of qualifying students was in

vogue until the establishment of the Medical Insti-

tution of Yale College" (address of President C.

M. Carleton, of Norwich, " Proceedings Connecticut

Medical Society, 1878," p. 8).

In closing this sketch, cursory and imperfect as it

is, I cannot do better than by going back to the be-

ginning of the Fairfield County Medical Society.

RuFus Blakeman, M.D., was a lineal descendant

of the fifth generation from Rev. Adam Blakeman,

who was born in Staffordshire, England, in 1598, en-

tered Cambridge College May 23, 1617, from which

he was graduated. He was ordained an Episcopal

clergyman, and preached in Leicester, Derbyshire,

England, came to America about 1630 or 1635, and

was the first clergyman of Stratford, Conn. He died

in 1665. He had a family of six children, the eldest

of whom was named John, who married Dorothy,

daughter of Rev. Henry Smith, of Wethersfield, and

died in 1663. He had three children, the second of

whom was named Ebenezer, who was twice married,

first to Patience, daughter of John Wilconen, of Strat-

ford, Conn., second to Abigail Curtis, of Stratford,

Conn. He had nine children, of whom the eighth,

by his wife Abigail, was named Nathan, who was born

Sept. 29, 1702, and married Sarah, daughter of Samuel

Wills, in 1732, and had four children, of whom Eph-
raim was the second, born March 9, 1746, in Monroe,

* Blukemuu's .\Jdress.

Fairfield Co., Conn. He was a farmer in the town of

Monroe, married, and had a family of eleven children,

of whom Rufus, the su}>ject of this sketch, was the

ninth. He died April 13, 1811, aged sixty-five years.

His wife, Sarah, died Sept. 19, 1828, aged seventy-four

years, liufus JMakcman was born in Monroe, P'air-

field Co., Conn., Jan. 12, 1795. He was graduated

from Union College in 1817, and from the Medical

University of the city of New York in 1821, and im-

mediately commenced the practice of medicine on

Greenfield Hill, Fairfield Co., Conn., in the year 1822,

and continued to practice until his death, Feb. 27,

1870. His ride was very extensive, reaching far into

the adjoining towns. He was a member of tlie Medi-

cal Board of Examiners of the New Haven Medical

School for many years, and at one time wa.s president

of the Connecticut Medical Association. Besides at-

tending to the various duties of his profession he often

contributed articles on various subjects pertaining to

liis profession to the medical journals. He also jnib-

lished a work entitled " Credulity and Superstition,"

which met with a ready sale. In politics he was a

staunch Whig and Republican, and a.s such was a

magistrate of the town of Fairfield for many years,

judge of Probate for more than twenty-four years, and

member of the State Legislature. He was not a mem-
ber of any church, but was a regular attendant and

liberal supporter of the Congregational Church of

Greenfield Hill, of which Rev. Thomas B. Sturges

was pastor. He married Mahala, daughter of Nathan

N. Walker, of Long Hill, Conn., in 1819. They had

two children,—viz., Catharine A. and Rufus (de-

ceased). Mrs. Dr. Blakeman is now, 1880, residing

on the old homestead with her daughter.

The following is the address of Dr. Blakeman, de-

livered before the State Medical Society in 1853

:

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT, RUFUS BLAKEMAN, M.D.

"Gentlfmen,—It is known to you that my predecessor. Dr. Sumner,

In liis interesting address to this convention, furnislicd many interesting

details relative to the early history of nieiU^ine in Connecticut, together

with biographical sketches of some of the most eminent physicians who
flourished in the early periods of its history. The address alluded to

possesses great value, not only as affording data for noting the progress

which our profession has made in the successive eras of its history, but

likewise as a record for rescuing from progressing oldivion the r.anies of

individuals of worth and eminence to whose laboi-s we are, in no small

degree, indebted for the present advanced respectability which the metri-

cal profession in Connecticut sustains.

"There can belittle doubt that in the early history of Connecticut, and

probably that of our country geneially, a large portion of niedicil prac-

tice was in its character empirical. For a considei able period subsequent

to the first settlement of the several towns, far the largest jiart of medi-

cal prescription was dispensed by root and Indian doctors. Althovigli the

more considerable villages early possessed their so-called regular physi-

cians, yet many of these did not idush boastingly to announce their

Iiaternity to nostrums and pretended specitics for particular or for all

diseases, as interest might dictate; and this solely with a view of incit-

ing public attonlioh' towards themselves and seducing patients from their

professioiuil neighbors.

" In such a condition of professional morals, it is little surju ising that

a state of hostility and antagonistic feeling should, generally, have ex-

isted, such as is well know n to have characterized the medical society of

former limes. In tlie several counties of the Stale, however, exceptions

were occasionally found of phvfi.ians of a more honoralle and clevateJ
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character, who not only labored to reform the moral hahits of the profes-

sion, but also to advance its scientific respectability and usefulness.

" Although a retrospect into our early medical history will present

physicians of this description but as ' Eari nantes in gurgite vasto' of

popular empiricism tlien prevailing, yet fortunately such have existed,

and many of these primary luminaries have been sufficiently foi tunate to

receive a notice from my predecessor in the address alluded to. Many
others have flourished in the several counties, perhaps equal in profes-

sional talent and worth, though less known to general fame, whose

names, by the demands of e(iual justice, ought to be rescued and regis-

tered with their co-laborers in support of legitimate medical science dur-

ing the dark period of its history in the American colonies. In render-

ing such tribute of respect to the memories of our professional progenitors,

we, who enjoy the fruits of their pioneer labors and difficulties, are not

only discharging a debt of gratitude which is their due, but we are also

furnishing for our successors data by which they may be enabled to

trace past medical progress, and not improbably may incite them to the

performance of a like homage to the memory of the professional bene-

factors of the present period. There is no doubt, as stated, that all the

counties have furnished many physicians of the character alluded to.

But as the limits of an address due from me would be inadequate for

their general notice, even were the materials readily accessible, I design

only to select as subjects those who passed their i)rofessional lives in

Fairfield Countj-, leaving those of other sections for individuals possess-

ing a similar interest for the memories of their deceased brethren, who
from vicinity of location enjoy better facilities for obtaining their bio-

graphical histories.

" Few are the recorded data for biography which ordinarily survive the

life of tlie practitioner of medicine in country districts. The uniform and

familiar character of his vocation affords but scanty material for the

adornment of general history. Being more familiar with prescription

than the pen, or the more brilliant exploits of war or legislation, his

fame is lamentably prone to expire with the memories and lives of those

who have enjoyed the benefit of his professional laboi's.

"Individual exceptions, however, are not wanting of members of our

profession who have left recorded testimonials of their character and

fame. The fortuitous circumstances which often enstamp individual

reputation on the page of history have been the possession of some phy-

sicians. The indulgence of political ambition, a devoted professional

philanthropy, as well as the endowment of transcendent intellect, are

no less likely historically to note the physician than his co-equals in

general society. Most of those in Connecticut who have attained such

fortune have been presented to your notice by my predecessor. Accessi-

ble records have supplied him with facts, by wdiich to delineate the

character of his sulijects in a manner far more interesting and satisfac-

tory than can be expected for those derived from further gleanings in

the past professional field.

" It is my design in the portion of these papers devoted to biographical

notice to select those who, if less distinguished by general fame, were

perhaps of equal usefulness in the dispensation of the simple duties of

the medical profession.

" Of the early physicians of Fairfield County, I have succeeded in ob-

taining but scanty information. More, doubtless, might have been de-

rived from the early records concerning individuals, were the modern

titular appendage added to their names as a guide to the investigation.

This omission, so general, is probably to be explained from the fact that

its degradation by its indiscriminate application to all the pretenders of

the period caused the name ' c/itrarjeoir to be considered an appellative

more worthy the ambition of educated physicians.

" As stated, I have been able to derive but little, either from record or

tradition, of the early physicians of Fairfield County. It is probable that

few of note who made the practice of medicine an* exclusive vocation

left the larger central towns to locate in the inconsiderable villages of a

border county. As in the State generally, many or most of the early

clergy of the county united medical prescription with their clerical

duties, and it is probalde that most of the more regular prescription

was in their hands. Of professional prescribers of the period may be

enumerated the successive grades of root and Indian doctors ; those

who, originating in these, rose through rational observation, and the

aid of attention to existing medical literature, to the station of respect-

able practitioners ; and those who by previous qualification entered the

profession with more or less knowledge of the medical science of the

period.

"The earliest physician of the latter description in the county, of

whom I have obtained a knowledge, was Peter Bulkley, son of Rev.

Peter Bulkley, of Concord, and brother of Eev.—afterwards Dr.—Gershom

Bulkley, of Wethersfield. He resided and practiced in the town of

Fairfield, but of his character as a physician I have been able to obtain

no partioilar information. I infer from the probate of his will, con-

tained on the probate records, dated March 2o, 1G91, that he died in that

year. His age at the time of making his will, dated as above, he de-

clares to be forty-nine years. After special devise of his principal estate,

which appears to have been small, he adds, 'all the other estate I leave

it wholly to my executor, whether physic or other household stuff, he

knowing all ye concerns about it,'
' His ' medicines, simples and in com-

position,' are inventoried at twenty-five pounds. He constitutes his

' dearly beloved brother, Gershom Bulkley,' his executor, but lie declined

the trust.

"Isaac Hall was also a physician of Fairfield, who died in 1714, but re-

garding his reputation nothing special is to be obtained. In his nun-

cupative will on the probate record, he is styled Dr. Isaac Hall, but his

inventory exhibits but a meagre amount of his professional remains, un-

less ' Culpepper's Last Legacy,' included in the list of his scanty miscella-

neous library, may have been a repository of astrological mysteries, and

therefore afford evidence that he was skilled in the science promulgated

by the celebrated author of that name. Sylvester Judd, Escj., of North-

ampton, who is most conversant with the early records of Fairfield

County, states regarding him ' he was a physician and especially a chi-

nirgeon. He was employed by the government in some warlike expedi-

tion, and my impression is, that he was somewhat distinguished.'

"James Laborie, according to such information as I have been able to

obtain, was a French physician, a Huguenot, who emigrated to this

coimtry about the commencement of the last century. I am indebted

to Rev. N. E. Cornwall's historical discourse on Trinity church, Fairfield,

for the following: 'Doctor James Laborie, a French physician of emi-

nence, who left his native country towards the close of the seventeenth

century, and has been ordained by Mr. Kinglet antistes of the Canton of

Zurich in Switzerland, taught and held service according to the usage

of the Church of England in his own house in Fairfield.' lu a letter

preserved in the archives of the above-named church, the doctor in-

forms that he ' came to this country as a teacher under the patronage of

the Bishop of London, and, being disturbed by the Indians in the vicin-

ity of Boston, came to the colony and county of Faii"field, and began by

an introductory discourse to act as a missionary to the English and na-

tive inhabitants, but was interrupted immediately by one of the magis-

trates.' This announcement of his efforts in Connecticut was probably

made at Stratford, where he seems to have resided from 1703 to 1717, bur

it appears from the records of Fairfield that he resided there as early

as 1718. In forming an estimate of the doctor's character as a religious

teacher, as shown above, in connection with the somewhat ludicrous

notice which he has received as a physician, in the address of my prede-

cessor, concerning his legal controversy with Mr. Lyron, of Milford, on

the subject of his medical charges, a degree of embarrassment may pos-

sibly be encountered. For its removal, however, and in his justification

in the latter capacity, it may perhaps be expedient to interpose the pre-

sumption that he had in a degree been indoctrinated in the Jesuitical

principles recognized by the truly Catholic of his native France.

Tenets thus imbibed may perhaps have prompted the doctor, in his

evangelizing zeal, to devote his medical prerogative, so signally exer-

cised upon Lyron's purse, as a subordinate for the promotion of the

object of his Protestant mission among the heathen in the country of

his adoption.

" His medical diploma, dated London, 1097, written in Latin, describing

him as the son of a celebrated physician of France, was recorded by the

clerk of Fairfield County Court in 1703. By his will on the Fairfield

probate records of the date 1731, he devises to his son James, 'all my
instruments of chirtirgirie and my French writings.' His death, accord-

ing to the court proceedings, occurred about that period.

"Francis Forguo was also a French physician, who it is understood

came to America as surgeon of the French forces engaged in the defense

of Canaila against the English, during the war wliich resulted in its con-

quest by the latter. The period at which he left the army, or the cir-

cumstances which led to such decision, are at present unknown. Instead,

however, of returning to his native country, he located in Fairfield be-

tween the years 1755 and 1700, where he practiced as a physician of con-

siderable distinction until his death. Tradition uniformly assigns to Dr.

Forgue the character of a well-educated physician, possessing superior

talents; of gentlemanly deportment, and in his social qualities affable

and interesting. A friend who is remotely connected with the descend-

ants of the doctor writes me that it is his ' impression that he was a skill-

ful surgeon, and that he was employed in Washington's army as such.

That he was iwlite, rather vague in his religious sentiment.*, perfectly
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lioncst and liberal, despising any kind of fraud or equivocation, and

ciirelcBsof his pecuniary concerns so long as he and liis wife liad enou{?li.'

Numerous anecdotes current concerning liini conlinri tlie above cliarac-

ter. Tlie following would iijipear to exliiliit liis religious scnliments as

coinciding with those of the French scIkjoI of theulogiiins. lieing in

company wlicro an animateil discussion arose regarding tlio merits and

final prospects of the several religious sei tH, mii appeal was at length

nmde to the doctor (who had taken no part in tlie ilispiitc I lor his opinion

on the controverted suhject, who jocosely respornled ;
' Ity anil liy Mon-

" Eieur A. (one of the disputants) die ; he appear lieforc the judge, who siiy,

Monsieur A., of what sect arc yon? Monsieur A. say, I he I'rcshyterian.

Say the judge. Monsieur A., you take that apai tinent. liy and Ijy Mon-

sieur B. (another of the party) die, and go to the tribunal. Hny the judge.

Monsieur B., of what sect ho you? Monsieur B. say, I he Episcopalian.

- M'ell, say the judge. Monsieur B., you take that apartment.' Thus dis-

posing of the Methodist, Baptist, etc, the doctor adds ;
' By and by Br.

Forguo ho die, and make his appearance. Says the judge, Ilali ! doctor,

youcome,eh? Of what sect are you ? I say, Oli, I be just nothing at all

!

Ah, very well, say the judge, you go where you please, doctor.'

' " .\nother anecdote well illustrates the doctor's frank and nonequivo-

cating qualities. He, with one Job Slocum and others, being arraigned

before a magistrate for card-playing, for which ho was pas.iioiuitely fond,

and being asked their plea, his companions, as by legal parlance bound,

plead not guilti/ ! * Bah !' says the more honest Frenchmen, 'you lie, .lob

!

you be guilt, I be guilt, we all be guilt! you know you guilt ! What the

fine, Slonsieur Justice?' On learning the amount, the doctor promptly

proffered the magisti'ate double the sum, g )OtI-humore(lly remarking,

' Me play out the balance ne.tt time. Monsieur Justice,' leaving the re-

'-• maining perplexed offenders of the law to heal its breach by reluctantly

2 following the suit so frankly proffered by their more honest Gallic partner.

' Doctor Forgiie's melt' is an appellation, at the present lime, often applied

K to persons of free religious faitli.

s " It is said that he never acquired the ilucnt use of the English lan-

j- guage, but ever kept his accounts and memorandums in his native dia-

^' lect. His tombstone in Fairfield cemetei'y cjntains only the simple me-
>• morial of iiis name and time of his deceiise, with the furtiier inscrijition

that ' he was a respectable physician and useful citizen.' He died in 1783,

>• aged fifty-four years.

^ " It appears from Dr. Sumner's address that John Copp, styled school-

master, obtained the recommendation of the selectmen of Norwalk, and
il apiilied for a license to practice medicine in ITOj. Rev. Dr. Hall, who is

J familiar with the ancient records of that town, informs me 'that John
li Copp was a schoolnuister, surveyor, deacon, and town clerk, which last

E office he held from 1708 to 1740.' Dr. Hall adds, ' whetlier he practiced

r- medicine I have no means of ascertaining.' He died May 10, 1754, aged

; seventy-eight years.

- " Dr. Tliomas practiced medicine in Newtown, and died probably

c seventy or eighty years ago. He is said to have been a self-educated

i- physician, and possessed of considerable ability. His widow married, I

i am told, NehemiaU Strong, formerly mathematical professor in Yale

^. College.

'- " Dr. Uriah Rogers, according to information I haveobtained, was born

at Braintree, Mass., in 1710, and was a near descendant of Nathaniel

. Rjgers, also a physician, who emigrated to this country from Apington,

i England, in 1G3G, and succeeded President Oaks in the presidency of

Harvard College in 1083. Dr. Rogers studied with Dr. Jonathan Bull, of

Hartford, and was licensed by the General Court in 1733. He soon after

located in Norwalk, where he pursued the practice of medicine until his

death. He was hospital surgeon in the British army in the French war,

so called, in 1758. At the burning of Norwalk, in 1779, by the British, a

peiiod subsequent to his death, his late mansion was destroyed with its

etiects, including his books and papers. The only articles preserved were

; his silver-headed cane, a present from Governor Fitch, and his family

» cjat-jf-arms, which is said to be that of the descendants of John Rogers,

:- the martyr.
•' Dr. Rogers is represented as being a distinguished physician, of strong

[. and vigorous mind, and enjoying an extensive practice. Ho is also repre-

i- sented as being eminent for his piety, of a dignified doportmout, and

t much respected in the community where ho resided. He died in 1773,

!. aged sixty-three yeai-s. He left six sons, three of whom—Uiiah, Heze-

f kiah, and David—were physicians. Uriah succeeded his fatlier in the

i practice of medicine in Norwalk, but died early in life, in 177C, aged
thirty-eight years.

" Dr. David Rogere studied medicine with his father, obtained a license

I.
to practice medicine in New York, and located at Greenfield Hill, Fair-

j
field, w liere ho practiced medicine until ago incapacitated him for the

active dntlcs of his profcjNilon. He dlwl at Norwlcli in 1S29, aged elghly-

eiglit years. He held a respectable rank in liis profKnolon, i» iiaid ti> har«

been gentlemanly and dignified in Ids manner, and wim iKjtlve and cfll-

cient in the organization of the ounty sor icty. He held a ojiiiniiiMlon

(d' snrgeon in the army of the Revolution, and I am infornied wan by

the side of Gen. Wooster when he fell at the battle of Jtidgefteld. T1»U

farsiily stock appears to have been prolific in snpplying braiiclieii of tbe

medical profession ; as of Dr. R jgers' five sons, three—viz., David, Charltx,

and Morris—studied and iira/;ticed medicine, and his only "laughter nuir-

ried the late Professor Dewecs, of I'liila/ielphia. Tlie mm Dr. David

Rogers, late of New York, was the fatlier of Dr. David !,. RogerB, of that

city, and also of Dr. James Rigers. Whether aiiquiBili .iiis to the profes-

sion from the (dher branches have been iUi numerous, I am not inforinc'J,

" I am irnlebted to the politeness of William H. Holly, Eifj., of Slam-

ford, for the foliosving notice of the elder pliysicians of that t'jwn, an well

as of several of a more re;ent ijeriod, of whom my original design pre-

cludes a mention in these papers.
"

' Dr. Natlianiel Ilnbbanl died in Stamford, in the year 1772, at au ail-

vanced age. For forty or fifty years howas the principal physician in the

l)lace, and jiarticularly eminent in his i)rofession.

"'Dr. John Wilson commenced practice about the year 1700, and con-

tinued here until 170G, when he removed to the city of New York. Ila

was a native of Stamf u'd. He died about the year 1802, leaving four

sons, all iihysicians,—viz., John (the father of Hnn. John (i- Wilson, now
of Albany, but for many years a resident of Westpo.-t, and judge of tho

Connty Court of Fairfield County), Stephen, James, and Henry. John

and Stepiion settled in the city of New York, James anl Henry in the

county of ^Vestchester,'

" Dr. Samuel Webb, born in Stamfonl, 3Iarch 7, 1700, son of Col.

Charles Webb, a distinguished officer of tlie Revolutionary war, was toii-

in-law of the above Dr. John Wils ui. He graduated at Yale College

about the year 1779, and imme liately commence 1 the study and pnictice

of medicine with Dr. Wilson, and continued in a successful i>i-actice up

to the day of his death, Dec. 2.1, 1820. Dr. Webb ever cnjoyeil tlie esteem

and confidence of the community to a remarkable degree, not only in his

profession, but in his civil relations. On sc-veral occasions ho represented

the town in the Legislature of the State, and for many years filled tho

office of a justice of the peace. He died veiy suddenly of enlargement

of the heart, in his sixty-seventh year, having previously enjoyed dui-ing

life uninterrupted good health. It is a remarkable fact, shown from

entries upon Iiis day-book, that for fourteen years previous to his death

not a day passed but he made professional visits.

"There were several physicians of the name of Tomlinson who
formerly resided and practiced medicine in Stratford. Their respective

names, as I learn, were Agur Tomlinson, William Agur Tomlinson, son

of the above, Charles Tondinson, nephew of Agur, and Hezekiah Tom-

linson.

"I have been nble to obtain but little of their biographies, other than

that they were highly respectable as citizens, and two or three of the

number were of consiilerable eminence as physicians. The first gradu-

ated at Yale College in 1744, and died in 1770, aged fifty-three ye.ars.

Hezekiah also graduated at the same institutijn in 1705, and died in

1781, aged thirty-four years.

" Dr. William Agur Toinliusm is sahl to have been s.imewliat emi-

nent in his profession. He, I am informed, espoused the cause of the

king in the war of tho Revolution, and retired with most of the Amerio
Englisli patriots to Nova Scotia at its close, where he resided for a peiijd.

He subsequently returned to Stratford and resum.vl professional duties.

He is stated to have applied to the State Legislature for and obtained a

sjiecial act granting a restoration of his sequestered estate, and also the

privilege of collecting his medical bills, contracted previous to his expa-

triation. Ho is reported to have exercised this iudulgeuce oppressively

on mmy of his debtors. He died in 1759.

" Two gentlemen of the name of Clark, who were brothers,—viz.,

Joseph aud James,—and also a physician by the name of Russel. pmoticed

medicine at au early period in Stratford. The Chirks are reiHU'tod as

physicians of eminence for the perit,id ; but I am unable tv> state anything

regardiug Dr. Russel. Joseph Clark is repoi'tetl as a physician of emi-

nence, and much esteemed in his profession, a citi/eu of gx>od principles.

au'l a kind, affable, and gentlemanly man. He espjused the cause o

the king during the Revolution, in consequence of which his family i

suftered much indignity from the zealous populace. He fled wiili his '

family to the British provinces, where ho pixibably died.
)

" Before proceeding to a notice of the later physicians of Fairfield t

County, such as were connected with the orgjinization of its medical
j

society, I will briefly allude to the gene.iil cj:idi;i ni of medicine and
(
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medical literature in tlie county previous to its society organization, as

far as accessible facts furnish information on the subject.

" Doubtless the nieilical history of this is similar to that of most other

counties in this State; but as assjciation, as well in medical as in civil

relations, was more intimate between the population witliin the boun-

daries of each of these geographical sections, it is reasonable to suppose

that influences would originate fronr such intercourse which woyld

establish peculiarities not only in their ordinary domestic relations, but

also in the sentiments and habits of practice among the physicians of

each county.

" In the early periods of the settlement of the State intercourse among
her physicians was circumscribed, and access to medical literature diffi-

cult. Medical morals therefore, as well as proscription, doubtless in a

considerable degree, received modification from the character and quali-

fication of individuals who were tlie administrators of the liealing art.

Hence it is probable that each county presented a medical character

considerably deviating from that of its neighboring counties.

"Among the causes of sectional peculiarities in the State of tlie medi-

cal profession, not the least was an unequal numerical possession, by its

several counties, of physicians of a more refined and exalted education.

"It may readily be conceived that the medical character of each county i

would bo elevated or depressed in a ratio proportionate to the enjoyment

or absence of the salutary influence whicli such nmst exert upon the

sentiments of the community in which they resided. In counties num-
bering but a limited portion of physicians of this description, it is to

be presumed that the public sentiment regarding medicine would be

moulded by and made conformable to the inculcations of the empiiical

preteirders, while in sections enjoying the teachings of a greater portion

of the honorable and educated, a more accurate and elevated estimate

would be formed relative to the merits and clain>s of the various medical

administrators within its precincts.

" In fields preoccupied by the quackish pretenders who had cautiously

intrenched themselves in the favor of a marvel-seeking public, by ex-

hibiting the mysteries with which they ever envelop their art, the honor-

able and scientific physician could hardly be expected to seek his fortune.

To such fields, therefore, would the various species of pretender, who
ever shrink from the light of science, retire witli the object not only of

reaping the pecuniary harvests wliich they presented, but witli the view

also of escaping the dangers of a detection of his devices. In common
with other border counties of the State, Fairfield County originally

enjoyed less the councils of the better educated physicians than counties

more central and populous; consequently it expeiienced more and

longer than those the evils of empiricism and quackery.

" Altliough its several larger and populous villages early possessed their

so-called regular physicians, j'et these were mostly derivations from the

root and Indian doctors, whose professional habits had been formed ill

the schools whence they originated. A portion of the more rational of

these sought association and gradually became assimilated in practical

views with their systematically educated brethren ; but while assuming

such position they did not hesitate, from motives of enhancing their in-

terests, to foster the popular notion shrewdly inculcated in their Alma

Sfater, that diseases of peculiar location were of special and indigenous

character, and that their specific remedies existed principally in the

forests and fields in which they originated. Many of these practitioners,

however, who possessed greater honesty of character, connected with a

native t.oste for the science which they professed, in the emergencies oc-

cur! ing in their practice resorted to some ' printed guide to heallh,' nud

perchance to tlio works of Boerhave or Sydenham, which not unfre-

quently became their standard counselors in practice, and also their in-

structors in the leisure of their domestic retirement.

" By such discipline, aided by observation of the character of disease

as well as by occasional consultations with better instructed physicians,

many of this self-educated class became elevated to a respectable rank as

practitioners and useful in the community where the}' resided. By means

of such improvement in the qualification of its professors, the healing

art advanced in respectability; the absurdities of the medical impostor

were exposed to the judgment of the reflecting; and the popular senti-

ment, which had been trained in tlie belief of its marvelous results, was

gradually led to contemplate medical science in the view of the ordinary

sciences, wdiicli, lilte tliese, being based on sensible and rational princi-

ples, was to be acquired but through a patient and careful investigation.

" It has been remarked that the more considerable villages usually

enjoyed the advantages of the services of regularly educated physicians.

By reason, however, of the scanty means afforded for the acquirement

of medical knowledge in the early periods of our State's history, the re-

mark may not be deemed invidious, that far the larger portion of medical

practitioners, at the commencement of their practice, probably possessed

less theoretical medical literature than that acquired by the diligent stu-

dent of medicine at the present time after a pupilage of a few months

in the office of the private practitioner, exclusive of the instruction which

he receives from a course of lectures in a public medical institution.

" Occasionally might be found in the more populous districts phy.sioians

who had received their education in European schools. Such were gen-

erally versed in the medical science of the period, and of course were im-

portant accessions, not only to the community wdiich enjoyed the beneflt

of their skill, but also to the medical profession by the influence which

they exerted in the elevation of the standard of its character and general

qualification.

" The early source of medical knowledge in the New England colonies

was only that of the private practitioner, and as most of these were versed

only in the more immediate practical branches, such as materia medica,

tlieory and practice, etc., a passable familial ity of the student with these

was deemed adequate qualification for tlio exercise of his skill as a public

practitioner. Extensive attainments in midwifery and surgery were

deemed of secondary impoitance to the medical practitioner, for the rea-

son that, while cases of the former were commonly presided over by the

professional 'gudewife' of the neighborhood, the important cases of the

latter, as at the present time, were submitted to the skill of the profes-

sional operator in that department.

"As far as I have been able to obtain information, calls upon the phy-

sician to perform obstetrical duties were rare prior to 1800, or perhaps, in

some locations, a few years previous. In periods considerably earlier than

the date mentioned, it is believed that in no cases, were their services re-

quired except perhaps in a few rare instances which were attended with

circumstances of a difficult or untoward character. Previous to tlie for-

mation of the county society, it is believed that the time devoted to medi-

cal qualification, even of the regular practitioner, was optional with the

candidate for public favor. His reliance for a successful practice was more

upon the popular decision regarding his skill than upon certificates of

qualification wliich he might deiive from his medical teacher. However

shoit may have been the term devoted to the acquirement of medical

science, those adopting the system of the then recognized regular prac-

tice were readily acknowledged and received into the ranks of the pro-

fessional fraternity, with tlie members of which mutual consultations

were held over their respective patients.

" In a condition of medical literature like that of the period under

consideration, it might be expected that a preponderating ratio of em-

piricism would necessarily become blended with its elements as well as

in the practice of its professors. Indeed, such is the view of the practice

of the period, as contemplated by the modern observer, that its character

is necessaiily represented as partaking more of a systematic empiricism

or charlatanry than of an elevated scientific profession. In extenuation,

however, of such professional state, it ought to be taken into considera-

tion that the sources for the acquisition of medical knowledge in the

American colonies were few and scanty, and the means for its attainment

abroad were accessible to but few. The emergencies of disease ever ex-

isting wherever there was population, the public, therefore, were neces-

saiily impelled to the employment of such professors of the art of heal-

ing as were attainable in the vicinity of its occurrence, and that often

without the option of a selection between the better qualified physician

and the dispensers of nostrums or Indian specifics.

" With alternatives thus urgent to influence a public possessing few

of the present facilities for scientific acquirement adequate to direct its

decisions, or, indeed, in most instances, of even judging by comparison

of the qualification of medical claimants on their favor, it may readily

be conceived that a Ihnited discrimination would be exercised in the

selection of a medical adviser. Nor did it present a new problem in the

science of human nature for solution, when itwas discovered that abun-

dant unscrupulous candidates for popular favor should be found as ad-

venturers upon their fortune in the profession, with but a modicum of

knowledge of the intricate sources of disease, or of the nature of the

active agents of the Materia Medica adapted to their removal.

" As ignorance is the parent of quackery and empiricism, little else

could be expected of the earlier professional character of the State than

its history actually presents. But the fact that a considerable portion of

society at the present period, enjoying the advantages of a general dif-

fusion of education and scientific refinement, with the educated physi-

cian accessible to.all, should with an eagerness and ready faith, worthy

of former times, embrace such baseless and ephemeral novelties as the

botanic, homoeopathic, and hydropathic vagaries, as well as the flood of

popular nostrums which deluge community (and that not merely by its

more ignorant members, but also enibraciug many of the better educated
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class), presents a psychological enigma of more clilflciiU explanation.

With eucli ahounding crodulity, thus nianift'steil, relative to the healing

art, we may cense to ho surprised that in darker eras of oiir early history,

emhracing a man'el-loving public, and aniodical profession whose mem-
hers were irrcsponsilile to codes, sanctioned by a majority of its con-

stituents, the toils and pecuniary saoriflces incident to a competent

medical education sliotild ho evaded for tlio more enticing emhi'aco of

the emoluments prtiflbred by the immediate assumption of the office of

physician.

"It certainly affords evidence that aa conscientious rectitude and plii-

]anthroi)y are marked characteiistics of the medical profession, since,

witli the fact so strikingly presented to the student of moilicine that the

quack will share with him his portiiui of public patronage, ho, notwith-

standing, submits to the saciitico attendant upon tlie acquirement of

such education as alone can qualify him for the office of a competent

physician. AVith a medical profession imperfectly educated, like that of

former times, and a public sentiment schooled and disciplined in the be-

lief of its mysterious resources, it might reasonably he anticipated that

knavish pretenders, as well as the dishonest of the profession, would seek

the promotion of their interests through annonncenicnts of various spe-

cifics, assumed as marvelous revelations of indigenous agencies, which

were particularly adapted to the prevalent diseases of the same location
;

or that tlie mysterious manifestations of the Indian character, associated

with his marvelous traditions, would bo made availal/le for the purpose

of exciting the imagination of the croduloiis, and thereby beguiling

them to devote both their health and interests at the shiinc of their un-

hallowed amliition.

"It is manifest that dishonorable arts and devices of this descrip-

tion, solely designed to inure to the profits of their inventors, especially

when resoi-ted to by members of the profession, could not fail to be pro-

lific of discor<Is among neighboring physicians, such as are too well

known to have characterized and disgraced the medical society in Con-

necticut.

" In Fairfield, and probably in other counties, a melancholy disregard

of professional etiquette characterized most of her physicians previous to

the organization of her medical society ; and I am compelled to ,idd, that

the confirmed habits of many practitioners protracted the evil for a con-

siderable peiiod subsequently, notwithstanding its salutary provisions of

codes and by-laws, witli the object of suppressing the evil. Friendly pro-

fessional intercourse was rare among neighboring physicians. Many
habitually visited and prescribed for patients in the absence of or with-

out the knowledge of the regular attendant ; and facts too clearly prove

that often potty and dishonest devices were resoited to, with the object

of supplanting an absent rival in the confidence of the patient or his

friends. It was not uncommon, in such circumstances, for the recent

attendant to denounce the treatment of his predecessor, jind after a sum-
mary consignment of his medicines either to the fire or through the

window, to substitute from his own stores those, most likely, of the same
or of a similar character.

" It is deplorable to contemplate such utter prostration of hcuiorable

deportment by men professing to lie members of an ostensibly learned

and honorable profession
;
by tlujse too who, thei e is reason to believe,

were sutliciently observant of a gentlemanly demeanor in their inter-

course with other members of the community.
" Such being the view of medical society presented by a retrospect into

its past history, it would be interesting to investigate and portray the

causes which have effected its present comparatively elevated and im-

proved condition. It would be equally interesting to note the different

phases of melioration through which the medical society in Connecticut

has passed in its progress to the supeiior moral and scientific position

which it hcdds at the present time. But the discussion would be incom-

patible witli the present design, even did the circumscribed limits of an
address on this occasion afford adequate space. It cannot, however, be

matter of doubt that the improvement has been effected by the unre-

mitted labors of a few of the master spirits of the profession who have

lived in the different eras of our professional history. Those, experien-

cing and deploring the existing evils and impressed with the conviction

of the inadequacy of detached individual effoi ts for their correction, ulti-

mately devised the remedy of society association, by means of which a

concerted influence of the more respectable physicians of the State might
more effectually be directed to the immiotion and advancement of the

interests as well as the respectability of the profession.

"No doubt much had been effected by individual assiduity previous to

the establishment of medical associati )n,s. But such detached and limited

efforts had been proved manifestly iimdeqinite to effect a refmni of an

entire system, defective not only in its general scientific qnalificatior.s
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but also depressed in Its moral character by the long (Dtahliitliol niuKK ial

and nnprofes-fional habits and practices of a large jKjition of lt.i nioiiihem.

It is manifest that to remedy the former un clevati-d and uniform otan-

dard of education w.is required by which tlie qualilicatlonn of a^pirantj)

U) membership were to be tested, aii'l their claimn decifled by a fJtm]n;U;ut

tribunal delegated with a'iequate authority Vt deny admiHHion tt the in-

com[>etent; while to effect the latter, such eodr-s and regiilationn, pro-

nnilgated by a no less potent authoiity, were demandr?*! an might prove

restraints on the pnipenhities of such of its niemberM an were then, .is at

the pres(;nt time, unfortunately endowed with a predoniinan'-y of tlio

selfish impulses over their honorable sentiments.

"With the laudable object of effecting u profes-iional reform and im-

provement, the physicians of several towns and counties emhra/'ed the

plan of society association as the most effective means for its a/ comiilish-

ment. Experience soon manifested the happy effects of the system, ami

that its greatest possible good might be attained, the plan of a general

State association was conceived and ultimately a/lopted by the vaiious

county societies. This received incorporation by act of Legislature in

1792.

"The design of organization was not simultaneously embraced by the

various sections of the State, bnt each witli zeal siiccMsively adopteil a

measure, the happy effects of which were plainly manifested ni>on the

medical society of the sections which had expeiienced its benefits. The

city of Norwich and Litchfield Ciumty Jijipear to have t'lken the initia-

tive in medical organization ; the first in 17C2 or 1"C:>, the liift in \~(i-'>.

Windham and New Haven Counties, a few years later, followi^l the ex-

amjile set by the first mentioned, and instituted their societies. Fairfield

County appears to have been more t.irdy in the formation of her society,

which was organized in 1792, being a few months subsequent to the in-

corporation, by the Legislature, of the State Medical Society, which was

granted in the spring of that year.

"Although Fairfield was later in the movement of organization tli.in

its sister counties, yet I am led to infer that a no less active sentiment for

reform e.xisteil in the minds of her physicians than that alr-eady mani-

fe.sted in the other sections of the State. This is shown from the fact

that the sticiety records exhibit, appended to the oiiginal articles of the

association, the names of foi ty of her most respectable contemporary physi-

cians, being probably about the number of regular practitioners in the

county at the period of its organization.

" In view of this ready concurrence and support obtained for her Sficiety

from so large a portion of the jihysicians of the county, it is with regret

that I am compelled to the admission, that subsequently, and even at the

present time, a large number of respectable practitioners of the county

question its utility and withhold their iiifiuence and the pecuniary aid

requisite to sustain its action for the attainment of the greatest good for

which it might be niiide susceptible. I am happy, however, in being able

to state that most of its repudiators vii tually admit the salutary influence

which it has effected, by tlieir practice of .a professional dei>ortment ac-

cordant with its police established for the regulation of professional in-

tercourse between its momliers.

" I learn from its records that the Fairfield County Society united with

a commendable zeal with those of the other counties in an application

to tlie Legislature for the charter of tlie State Society. At its first meet-

ing at Redding, March, 1702, the following vote appears,— ' Voted, that

Dis. James Potter, John Lester, and David Rogei'S, he delegates to meet

delegates from other counties in the State, at Ilartfonl, in May next, in

order to form a plan of general inc u'poration, to lay before the Hon,

General Assembly at their next session.' The first delegates (so termed)

of the society to meet at convention in Sliddletown were appointetl in

September, 1792, and consisted of Pi's. James Potter, Thaddeus Belts,

Hosea Hurlbiit, James Clark, and Amos Mead. That the office of fel-

low at that tiino was one remunerated by love and patriotism only, would

appear from a vote of the society, preceding the apiviintmcnt of tlie gen-

tlemen above named, as follows:—'Voted, that this meeting will make
no compensation to the delegates to the Middletown OLinvention.'

"It also appeals that the somewhat c/i«rac(eri.«/ii; rep»ij»ance to taxa-

tion, at present existing with a i»ition of the physicians of Fairfield

County, instead of being an infection of recent origin, is but the devel-

opment of a predisposition, derived ftvm their prvifessional pivgenitore:

as appears from the following vote pa.sseil at the county mwting in May,

179H,— ' A'oted, that whereas the Hon. General Convention of the Fel-

lows of the Sledical Society of Connecticut, at their session at MidtUe-

town in October last, voted, that they have p^nver to levy and collect

taxes for their own support and expenses while in Convention ; it is the

opinion of this meeting that said Convention of Fellows have not said

powei-s, agreealdo to the act of incorivration of the Sledioal Society

;
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and that the delegates of this county give information of this vote to the

adjourned convention to he holden at Hartford on the ICtli day of May.'

"A reflective j:>aHocert, however, seems speedily to have suppressed tlie

tendency to a development of the affection in the minds of those origi-

nally affected, while that of inheritance has, in some cases, proved ob-

durate and irremediahle. It would appear from the following vote that

the above was dictated rather by a consti-uctive view of thj! act of in-

corporation as regards taxation, than of hostility to the principle. At a

meeting of the County Society in 179C, it was voted, 'That the President

and Fellows of the Connecticut Medical Society in legal convention,

shall have full power to levy taxes on themselves, not exceeding one

dollar on each member per annum.' Also it was voted, ' That the Presi-

dent and Fellows of said Society, in convention, shall have ample power

to impose such pecuniary penalties on the members of said society, for

a transgression of their By-Laics, as may be deemed necessary for the

well ordering of said society, not exceeding the sum of S-jO.' It was also

voted, 'That it is the wisli of this meeting that tlie General Assembly be

solicited by General Convention to absolve the members of the Medical

Society of the State of Connecticut, from paying the moneys taxed for

the support of the civil list; provided the like sum be yearly taxed, and

collected, and appropriated for the sole purpose of diffusing medical

knowledge,—voted, that the above vote be transmitted to the medical

convention.' A vote similar to the above was repeated in 1798 ; but

what action resulted, if any, does not appear.

"The following Preamble and Resolution, passed in 1794, exhibit a

zeal in Fairfield County Society, for the cultivation and diffusion of

medical knowledge, among its members, worthy of imitation by the

present members of all medical societies,—viz., ' Whereas the material

end, use, and design of the Medical Society of Connecticut was to diffuse

and cultivate medical knowledge among the faculty; and as tliis noble

purpose cannot be answered in any way so well as by the membei's

mutually disclosing anything that occurs to their minds that may be in

any way useful, either in the theory or practice of medicine—Resolved,

that it shall be the duty of every member of this Medical Society to ex-

hibit, at least once in two years, to the society, a dissertation on some

medical subject, or relate an account of some cases in the course of his

practice that may be marked with most peculiarities, together with his

remarks thereon. Resolved, That if any member shall refuse to comply

with the foregoing resolution, he shall be considered as guilty of neglect

of duly to this society and to mankind in general.' Though the requitc-

ments of tlie above resolution were probably not realized to its full ex-

tent, yet the records of the society and present experience prove that,

through wiitten and oral communication, elicited by the association,

much has been effected in the dissemination of individual experience

and observation among its members.
" By means of adequate police regulations, originally adopted and

occasionally modified to meet existing emergencies, a salutary reformation

has been effected of the unsocial habits formerly characterizing profes-

sional intercourse. Indeed, at the present time, such is the degree of

professional comity generally observed by the pliysicians of Faiifield

County, that even private complaints are rarely heard of its breach in

the ordinary intercourse of neighboring physicians.

" It will probably be claimed by repudiators of medical societies that

the improved condition of medical science is a necessary sequence of the

advanced state of general literature characterizing the period ; and that

the improved moral and social habits of the profession have been the

natural result of the superior refinement of modern sjciety compared

with that of preceding eras. While it is conceded that tlie cultivation of

science tends to refine the taste, and to strengthen tlie honorable feelings

of the few who are its devotees, yet it may admit of question whether,

as regards the ' idile in mode,' in the present age of activity of the selfish

passions and propensities, society can justly boast a marked superiority

of the social and honorable accomplishments over those of the past cen-

tury.

" But to what cause, it may pertinently be asked, has medical science

and the social improvements of the profession been indebted, more than

to the efforts of its members which have originated and been promulgated

by the authority of the various associations of the period? It is futile

to contend that the innate selfishness of some individuals in all profes-

sions can adequately be restrained, except by the force of a general pub-

lic as well as professional sentiment, expressed by means of codes ema-

nating from majoiities of individuals in recognized association.

" It requires but a reference to the known tendencies of human nature

to predict that should the existing system of medical association be aban-

doned, and the former comparatively secluded state of medical society

be reintroduced, no existing refinements, whether social or scientific,

would prove adequate to sustain unharmed its present advanced position.

There is reason to apprehend that our professional system, with its centric

influences thus unhappily dissevered, and the aflSnities of interest re-

maining to assume their native sway over its detached and less responsi-

ble constituents, as in former periods, still contains a sufficient amount
of discordant elements, not only essentially to derange its existing fra-

ternity, but also greatly to endanger its scientific progress.

" It is therefore much to be desired that the repudiators of our medical

organization, those who by their frequent interrogatory ' qui bono p man-
ifestly depreciate its character and importance, both in view of the public

and many of the junior members of the profession, should institute a

comparison between the present and past social and scientific histoi-y of

the medical profession in the State, and then decide to what causes its

present improved condition is to be attributed.

" It is presumed that such candid investigation will furnish sufficient

evidence to convince the most skeptical that it is through the emulation,

stimulated by the fraternal intercourse of its members in the various

public associations, that we have been enabled to realize the present im-

proved moral and educational superiority of the profession over its past

condition
; and that it is through a continuance of the same agency that

we may confidently hope for a progressive advancement of its respect-

ability and importance in the estimation of the community lar beyond

its present position.

" It has been noticed that most of the respectable physicians of Fair-

field County embraced with alacrity and zeal the plan of society organi-

zation. Also, the records of its society have been noticed to prove that

their attention was early directed to professional improvement, by their

adoptfon of measures for the diffusion of medical knowledge and expe-

rience among its members. A police system was also early established

designed to remedy evils whijli had long interrupted the harmonj' and

fraternity of the medical society in the county ; an abuse indulged to

such extent as not only to derogate the character and rank of the pro-

fession in the view of the community, but doubtless in many cases iur

stead of its officiating as an agent of mercy it became rather a demon of

evil to many a luckless subject whom disease had chanced to iJi'ostrate

on the arena of conflict of his medical attendants.

" Indeed, such was the existing emergency that had been induced by

the indulgence of empirical habits by some of its physicians, that pro-

fessional contention was rendered proverbially illustrative of discords in

society generally. Individual experience, whether real or assumed, was

habitually vaunted with the object of beguiling the imagination of the

credulous; and with many reputably respectable physicians the art of

abstracting the legitimate patients of neighboring rivals was paramount

to that of healing their respective diseases. Indeed, self-interest, sought

to be promoted by such dishonorable means, appeared as the object that

swayed many practitioners, rather than the honorable and liberal efforts

adapted to the advancement of medical science and the public health

for which they professed a special regard.

" To effect a reform of this depressed state of professional character,

and to advance the scientific interests of the profession, was the object

of those patriots who originate! and by assiduity effected the medical

organization of Fairfield County. They successfully encountered the

herculean task, and by the continued efforts of their successors the

hydra evils so detrimental to the medical character have nearly disap-

peared from the field of their former influence. Those worthy pioneers

now all rest from their labors, but their invaluable works remain, and

it is their due that their names be held in grateful remembrance by

those who have succeeded them iii the same field of professional toil.

" The names of the original subscribers of Fairfield County Society,

who were contemporary practitioners in the county, are the following,

—

viz., Asahel Fitch, Jonathan Knight, Preserve Wood, Gabriel Baldwin,

Ezra Curtis, David Hull, James E. Beach, Stephen Rockwell, William

Shelton, Joseph Trowbridge, James Clark, Thaddeus Betts, Thomas

Davis, Elisha Belcher, James Potter, David Rogers, James Scofield,

Hosea Hurlbut, Lewis Beers, Amos Mead, Jonathan Poor, Shadrach

Mead, Gideon Shepard, Elijah Hawley, Oliver Bencroft, Amos Baker,

Samuel Webb, John Lester, Bennett Perry, Eli Perry, Orange Benton,

Benjamin Curtis, John Wood, Stephen Middlebrook, Augustiu Merwiu,

John B. Gregory, Amos Botsford, William Beard, Daniel Beard, William

Edsou, Minor Iligby, Gideon Beardsley.

" It would afford gratification, did the occasion admit, to bestow a par-

ticular notice of each individual whose names are appended to the fore-

going list; but as this is denied, I shall select those only, who from their

popular estimate as practitioners, or from their mental characteristics,

enjoyed a more extensive reputation in the community in which they

resided.
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" As a triliute, however, due to those whom our limits forbid a more

rarlijular menlioii, I mny generally utate, that they wore respeetahlc.

and valued practitioners; many of their number iJOBScssing merit and

qualification, as such, not inferior to otliers who, endowed witli tlioso

fortunate charactciislic traits which ever arrest popular attention, en-

joyed a more extended and i)roniinciit reputation.

"Dr. James Potter reside 1 and prarlircd in Slicnnan, origijially a part

of New Fairfield, a town in tlie nortliwest i)art of Kairlicld (Joniity. Ac-

cording to the best infonnation I liavo ohtaineil, his uiilivc place was

Southington in this State. I have not been able to li'arii vvbo-e or how

he was educated. Kev. M. Guelston, of Slicrman, thinlcs tlnit ho most

probaldy obtained his medical edu(-ation under the instruction of liis

relative. Dr. Potter, formerly a physician of Wallingford. Dr. Potter

appears early to have united and become a mendier of the New Haven

County Society previous to the organization of that of Ids own county,

and was tlie tliird pi'osident of tlic Connecticut Mitdical Society. He was

probably the prime agent in the institution of tlnit of Ids own county, as

its records show that its first meeting was assembled by his notification.

Its honors were more frequently bestowed on him than on any other in-

dividual member. As a practitioner, however, I do not learn that he

possessed scientific or practical qualiflcaticm superior to many of liis

brethren of the county. Ills zeal was ardent in the promotion of the in-

terests of tlie profes.sion, and to its exercise is undoubtedly to be attrib-

uted the ready acquiescence obtained from so large a portion of her Jihy-

sicians for the proposed county organization. The notice wliich Dr.

Potter has obtained from my predecessor supersedes tlie necessity of an

extended mention of his public character. Eev. M. Gnelstoji writes re-

garding him, 'As a pliysician he was highly esteemed here and in a wide

circle around. No intruder could luive encroached upon his business.

In the political, civil, and religious community his agency and influence

was great, aiul his memory has been chciished by all who knew him.

He was a popular teacher, and instructed many students in the science

of his profession.'

" He is said to have been of social habits, and so passionately fond of

angling as frequently to resort to the waters of Long Island Sound—

a

distance of twenty or thirty miles from his place of residence—to indulge

his favorite recreation. Of his personal appearance a fi lend writes :
' He

was of a grave and venerable appearance, being one of the last who wore

the small-cliithes and triangular (or Puritan) hat, dressing his tall figure

with neatness and elegance. He was of a companionable temperament,

and celebrated for telling anecdotes.' He died Feb. 10, 1804, aged sixty-

seven years.

"Dr. Gideon Shepard was a practitioner and native of Newtown. I

have learned that he studied medicine with Dr. Tliomas, a professional

predecessor in his native town, who is said to have been a reputable prac-

titioner. I suspect that the early acquirements of Dr. Sliepard were not

extensive ; but if such was the fact, he eminently compensated for the

defect by an habitual devotion to the science of medicine and its observ-

ant application to the diseases wdiich he treated. My early impressions

of the doctor are, that he devoted greater attention to the occurring im-

provements in medical science than most of his contemporary brethren.

"Although not endowed with extraordinary intellectual powers, his

talents were respectable and of a character calculated for usefulness

rather than display or striking originality. If he did not attain eminence

as a professional scholar, he was diligent in his etforts to acquire such

portions of existing medical literature as were more immediately adapted

to the emergencies of practice ordinarily presented to the notice of physi-

cians. To his juniors in the profession. Dr. Shepard's deportment was

ever urbane, and his counsels to them disinterested and parenttil. His

professional coevals in neighboring towns generally conceded to him a

precedence as a consulting pliy.siciau. The following vote from the

records of Fairfield Medical Society sufficiently evince the estimation in

which he was held by his brethren :

"' Voled, That Dr. Gideon Shepard receive the patronage of this society

in consumption and chronic cases of disease, and that it bo the duty of

all members of this society to recommend him when counsel is deemed
expedient, etc., and that it be his duty to report all cases of that descrip-

tion to which he may be called to attend, with tlieir particular symptoms,

the particular medicines, and the constitution of the several patients, to-

getlier with the predispositions of their ancestry.'

"Although the existing generation of physicians may smile at such

blending of professional opinion with popular belief regarding excellence

of the skill of individuals in special classes of disease, yet the fact is un-

doubted that such were professional concessions as late as the close of the

last and conmiencement of the present century. His mode of treatment

of consumption, as I learn from his statement of cases left on the records

of the society, wiui not puculia", being in general mildly antipliloglntl';

and similar to the present tri'atment of plitliiKio, To meet <y;<;urilng

symptoms, local bleeding, counter-irritants, with anodyne and demulcent

expectorants, were liis general presciiiitions.

" Dr. Sheparil was somewhat eccentric in cliaract<fr, but social, inetroc-

tiv(!, and agreeable in his Intercoiuse with society. In hi* religloun it<;n-

timcnts he was a zealous Sandcnianiaii. He ever HUhtained a reputation

of great moral polity
;
.and while lie was highly esteemed l)y his frifnib?,

his enemies or traducere were rarely fou ml. What few physicians can

boast, he was the father of seventeen children; thereby pnu.tieally re-

futing the possible charge that, while enjoying the profits of a spwial

branch of his profession as a jirompt accessory in the a>;eumulation of

res]ioiisibilities on his friends, he was cautious in the aasumptiou of similar

burdens on himself.

" He is said to have been of an extremely charitable disfioeition and

indulgent as to his p(!cuiiiary claims upon his poorer patients. Tliis dis-

position, with the necessar.y ilemands for the support of his numerouH

family, ever kept liim poor, though not indigent, as regarded a respectaldc

living. Dr. Shepard was one of the most iiromincnt of the originators

and supporters of the Fairfield County Medical Society, and the records

of this convention will show that ho was one of its most frequent and

active membciH. He died a few years since at Hunter, N. Y., where he

resided with one of his daughters, when incaiifwdtated from age fur the

IJraclice of his iirofcssijn, at the advanccil peiiod of eighty-nine years.

" Dr. Hcnnett Perry was a contemporary inactitioner with Dr. Shepard

in Newtown. He was a son of Dr. Nath. Perry, of Woodbury, a highly

respectable physician of that town. The son probably acquired his pro-

fession witli his father, when he located in Newtown, where he practiced

medicine until his death, which occurred in 1S21, aged sixty-six years.

His reputation is that of a physician possessing superior talents, well

developed by education, and an able, respectable, and highly accomplished

practitioner and citizen.

"Dr. John Lester was, I have understood, a native of Massachusetts.

He studied medicine witli Dr. Nath. Perry, of Woodbury, who it would

appear was among the most prominent medical teachers of the period.

He commenced practice at the age of twenty-one, alxiut at Hunting-

ton. Dr. Lester was one of the most respectable physicians of the county,

and an active and efficient member of its medical society, in the organiza-

tion of wdiicli he sustained a prominent part. His death occurred in

1802, aged about thiity-five years.

" Dr. William Slielton wius a native of Huntington, a graduate of Yale

College in 1788. He pursued his medical studies, I am informed, in part

with Dr. Eneas Munson, and was for a time under the iujtruction of Dr.

William .\gur Tomlinson, of Stratford. He fiist located and practiced in

Trumbull, but on the decease of Dr. Lester he removed to his native

town, where ho contiiuied its principal physician until his death. Dr.

Shelton was a talented, skilllul, and most respected physician. He was

an influential pioneer in the county society organization, and ever con-

tinued one of its principal supporters. He was the father of Drs. William

Shelton, of Stratford, and James H. Shelton, of Huutington. He died in

1819, aged fifty-two years.

"Dr. David Hull was a native of the town of Derby. He was the son

of Hull, a resident of that town, and brother of Gen. Hull of Detroit

notoriety. He was also uncle to Com. Isaac Hull of the navy. He
graduated at Y'ale College in 1785, and studied medicine with Dr. Titus

Hull, of Bethlehem, a proprietary of the celebi ated ' Hull's Physic' He
located and practiced his piofes&ion in Fairfield, wdiere he continxted a

highly respectable and respected idiysician until his death, a period of

nearly half a century. Ho enjoyed an extensive practice not only in

Fairfield, but, especially in cases of colic, in the adjacent towns, where

he was often called as a consulting physician. Dr. Hull acquired from

his preceptor, who I believe was a distant relative, a knowledge of the

composition of 'Hull's Physic' in consideration of his name. The com-

position of this nostrum was a secret which its inventor allowed to be

imparted but to those of his name, and to those but with the condition

that such only as enjoyed the family cognomen were to be admitted as

candidates for a reception of the concealed treasure. Such was the jwsi-

tiou of Dr. David Hull in relation to this celebrated nostrum, for which

he encountered the consoi ious remarks of his medical brethren abmad and

not unfrequently those of his ow n county, who were less familiiu" with

the unostentatious mode in w hich he employed it.

"Injustice to the professional memory of Dr. Hull, and in vindication

of a friend whom I much esteemed, I am happy in being able to state,

from personal knowledge, that without proclaiming the specific virtues

of the pills in the cure of colic, on which disease its i>opularity was

based, or in any degree adopting the mode of nostrum pr\>prietors in an-
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nouncing their liantlings for iniLIic attenlion, lie unpretenclingly em-

ployed them in his practice as a favorite laxative in that as well as vari-

ous other diseases in which he deemed them appropriate, simply under

the denomination of his Aloetic pill. He was from its origin and ever

continued a member of the county society, notwithstanding the existence

of its stringent bii-laws and the known detestation of empiricism which

actuated its most prominent members. The tolerance which Dr. Hull

experienced from his contemporary brethren under such circumstances

might be deemed adequate evidence of their estimate of his character as

a respected and honorable member of the county society ; but in addition

the following vote on the society record exhibits positive proof that he

was recognized as a valued and esteemed member, wdiose influence it was

deemed desirable to secure and retain for the promotion of the object for

which it was organized. Voted, ' that a committee be appointed to call

on Dr. David Hull and inform him that by paying his taxes in arrears he

will be considered an honorable member of this society without inquiry

into the secret of the composition of Hull's Phi/sic.'' A committee of three

of the most respectable members were, in accordance with the above vote,

appointed, and Dr. Hull remained a most esteemed member of the society

until his death, which occurred in 1S34, aged sixty-eight years.

" I am indebted to the politeness of Professor Knight for the following

notice of physicians who practiced in Norwalk, his native town.

" Dr. Kniglit, in reply to a communication on the subject, states, ' The

oldest physician whom I knew and the only one of any distinction, when

my fiitlicr settled there, was Tliaddcus Belts, M.D. He was, I believe, a

native of the town, a graduate of Vale College in 1745, one of the oi iginal

mendiers of the Connecticut Medi:al Society, and received from it the

degree of M.D. at an early period of its existence. He died in 1S07. He
was a man -of great excellence of cliaracter, well informed in his profes-

sion, and a judicious practitioner. I think he made no pretensions to

surgery. I recollect him as a cheerful, pleasant old gentleman, abound-

ing in wit, and instructive in his conversation.
"

' My father, Dr. Jonathan Knight, was born in Lisbon, then a part of

Norwich, Conn., Jan. 10, 1758. He studied medicine with Dr. Ladd, a

physician of that neighborhood. In 177G or 1777 he entered the arm}',

and was surgeon's mate of the Connecticut Regiment, under the com-

mand of Col. Durkee or Durgee. He was with the troops under Gen.

Washington at Valley Forge during that most dispiriting peiiod of the

war. He left the army in 1780, and settled in Norwalk in 1781-82. For

many years he was actively and extensively engaged in practice, princi-

pally as a phj'sician, in that and the neighboring towns. He continued

in tlie performance of the active duties of his profession until they were

diminished by advancing years and increasing infirmities. He died

March, 1829, in the seventy-second year of his age.'

" I would add to the above statement of Dr. Knight that Dr. T. Belts

was the grandfather of Hon. Thaddeue Betts, late of the United States

Senate. Dr. Kuiglit, besides tlie esteemed writer of the above, had an-

other son. Dr. .James Kniglit, who located and practiced in Stamford, but

died in early life, about the period 1818. Drs. Betts and Knight were

among the most prominent and influential members who aided in the

establishment and were zealous supporters of the Fairfield County Medi-

cal Society.

"Among the most eminent physicians of Fairfield County was Dr.

Hosea Hurlbiit, of Greenfield Hill. He was a native of Berlin, Conn.,

and son of Samuel Hurlbut, of that town. He commenced the study of

rnedicine with his celebrated and eccentric uncle. Dr. James Hurlbut, of

Wethersfield. He was for a time a student in the oflice of Dr. Wolcott,

of Litchfield, the elder Governor of that name. While there he num-
bered among his intimate associates Judge Reeve, Aaron Burr, John

Allen, and Oliver Wolcott, Jr. Even among such intellectual associates

lie is said to have sustained a distinguished part, tlirough the exercise of

a marked original genius, a readj' scintillating wit, and interesting con-

versational powers. He subsequently commenced practice in the upper

part of Sliddletown, from which place, after a short residence, he removed

to Greenfield, in the town of Fairfield, where he resided until his de-

cease, distinguished alike as a physician and man of generally cultivated

and rare genius.

" Dr. Hurlbut possessed a high sense of the dignity of hie profession,

and ever abhorred duplicity in all its forms. He despised alike the medi-

cal empiric, the legal pettifogger, and the small politician, who seldom

failed to receive and sensibly to writhe under the castigation of his pun-

gent shafts of witticism, by which, with acute aim, he rarely failed to

mark his victim.

" In addition to his familiarity with the medical literature of the day,

his attention was so far given to belles-lettres science that, with the aid

of a remarkably retentive memory, many of the classic poets, as Milton,

Dryden, Pope, Young, and Johnson, he was accustomed to repeat nearly

entire from memory.

"Tlie doctor himself possessed a rare poetic genius, which, however,

was more emplojed in aid of occasions inviting the exercise of his mas-

culine satirical powers than in the ordinarj' gentle effusions of the

Muses. He rarely iiermitted the publication of his poetic pieces. One,

however, entitled ' The Quack,' directed against the charlatanry of a pro-

fessional neighbor, he published anonymously, with scathful effect upon

its unlucky victim.

"Such was the retentiveness of his memory, however, that most of

his poetic compositions he could readily repeat. Several of these T have

heard him recite, which in poetic gracefulness even surpassed, -while the

pungency of their satire was not inferior to, that of Peter Pindar or

McFingal.
" Among the many anecdotes which might be adduced to show the

doctor's instant wit and ready application of quotation, the following is

pertinent. Being in a company of attorneys, one of tlie number, with

the design to rally a repartee, asked the doctor why perpetual uubroth-

erly feuds were so characteristic of the members of the medical pro-

fession, at tlie same time boastingly remarking, ' Not so with us lawyers

;

we ever live in neighborly harmony, quarrels hardly being known to

exist among us.' Says the doctor promptly, in the lauguage of Milton,

—

"'Devil with devil damned.

Film concord holds. Men only disagree,

Of creatures rational,' etc.

"As a physician, Dr. Hurlbut was doubtless far in advance of the gen-

erality of his contemporaries. His views of the treatment of diseases ap-

proximated more to modern practice than the overdrugging wlii^h

cliaracterized the era in which he practiced his profession. He was op-

posed to polffpharmacij, and ever directed his treatment with a view to aid

the salutary efforts of the economy in its struggles against diseased action,

rather than embarrass them by the burdensome influences of a great va-

riety and excess of prescription. The cliief object which he ever kept in

view was a diet and regimen adapted to tlie condition of his patient, and

the e.xliibition of such medicines as existing symptoms appeared to in-

dicate. It was his marked disapprobation of the contrary practice pur-

sued by most of his neighboring brethren, in connection with the point-

edly expressed disgust of the petty arts practiced for procuring patients,

which drew upon him an excess of their hostility, and caused him to be

frequently denounced by them, as a cynic inimical to the interests of the

profession.

"Dr. Hurlbut possessed a remarkably fine personal appearance. His

form was commanding, dignified, and graceful. In conversation, his

language was chaste and select. Vulgarisms, whether in sentiment or

expression, met his frowning rebuke ; and all acts of a mean and dishon-

orable character, which were subjects of his observation, ever met the

flaying force of his satirical lash. He was scrupulously neat in his per-

son and temperate in his habits. He was a regular reader and admirer

of the Bible, and a firm believer in the truths of Christianity. He died

April 25, 1825, aged eighty yeare, leaving a reputation that will long

survive him throughout the community in which he lived.

" Being a neighbor and friend to the doctor in the early period of my
professional life, I had the fortune of attending him in his last illness.

An anecdote occurred at that time well illustrative of his character and

of the force of the ruling passion in death. The disease which termi-

nated his life was a paroxysmal and extremely painful affection of the

stomach, of an obscure nature. For several days he retained an un-

clouded intellect. During the intermissions of the painful attacks he

was as usual social and communicative. Being sensible of his approach-

ing end, and having been for a long period on unsocial terms with Dr.

Hull, he expressed the commendable wish for an interview for the pur-

pose of a reconciliation. Dr. Hull readily reciprocated the feeling, and

an amicable adjustment was the result. During the interview, in the

absence of his painful paroxysm, the doctor's favorite topic of medicine

happened to be the subject of conversation; and 'HulVs Colic Pill%'

which the invalid ever held in sneering contempt, became the object of

a jocose rally upon his recent friend. Dr. Hull, j)i-ii(!e))(/.// judging that

the reconciliation might be hazarded by attempting defense, suffered the'

pleasantry to proceed till the embarrassment of his situation elicited the

response, ' Yes, doctor, those pills are a favorite hobby of mine'— ' which

thousands have rode to death !' was continuously supplied by the patient.

"Dr. Asahel Fitch was one of the early physicians of Redding, and

is remembered in Fairfield County as a worthy man and one of its most

respectable practitioners of medicine. He was among the principal pio-'

neers in the formation of the County Society, but died soon after its or-
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ganization. His death occurred in 1792, or about tluit period. I under-

stand tliat he was tlie grandfather of Professor Kniglit, of Yale College.

"Among the physicians of Fairfield Couuty wlio enjoyed a long and

successful practice was Dr. Thomas Davis of Reilding. He was a native

of Washington, Litchfield Co. He commenced the study of medicine at

the age of si.vteen with Dr. Seth Hastings, of tliiit town, a pliysician

somewhat distinguished, I am informed, as a medical teaclier. Dr. Davis,

previous to the attainment of his majority, was admitted as a partner to

the extensive practice of his preceptor. He subsequently removed and

practiced medicine for a period in Sherman, in Fairfield County. In

1793, on the decease of Dr. Fitch, he removed to Redding, wliere he con-

tinued in the duties of his profession till his death, wliich occurred in

1831.

"Dr. Davis possesses the reputation of being among the first of the

physicians of the county who assumed regularly obstetrical duties; and

so successful were his labors tliat he became particularly eminent in

that department. It is asserted of liim that during the long period of

his practice he never lost a parturient patient.

" The doctor being summoned as an important witness to appear before

the court in Fairfield, and not appearing, the sheriff was sent to compel

his attendance. Being absent, and learning on his return that tlie officer

was awaiting at a public-house in the vicinity, he, without notice to the

oflicial, rode to Fiiirfieldand appeared before the court. On the question

occurring with tlie com t regarding the costs attending the cabins, he re-

quested one or two of his legal friends to excuse his delinquency. The

judge decided, uotwitlistandiug, tliat the law must be observed and that

the doctor must bear the expenses. Dr. Davis then requested a hearing

in his own behalf, which being granted, remarked, ' May it please the

court, I am a good citizen of the State, and since 1 was summoned to

attend this court I have introduced three other good citizens into it.'

The court replied that for so good a plea he would leave the parties to

pay the expenses. The doctor received the congratulations of the bar

for his successful defense.

" The following anecdote, as connected with another subject embraced

in these biograpliical sketches, and also with a historical event occurring

in this convention, I will take the liberty to relate :

" Dr. James Potter, of New Fairfield, when on his way to our annual

convention, at which he was to deliver an address, called and spent a

night with his friend Dr. Davis. The orator being elated witli his antici-

pated exhibition, and several of his acquaintances, among whom was a

County Court judge, calling on him in the evening, tliey united with his

host in persuading him to rehearse before them his grandiloquent speech.

After the family and domestics, including an African, had been sum-

moned, with the view numerically to multiply the audience, the doctor,

with oratorical pomp, mounted the rostrum (which being a large armed

chair), and delighted himself and auditory by its rehearsal.

" The chair thus rendered memorable lias been presented to a member

of the medical society. Rev. Thomas F. Davi^, one of our most respect-

able divines, is the only male descendant of Dr. Davis.

" The subject to wliicU I have directed your attention has led to a

retrospect into the darker eras of our professional history, when botli

physicians and the public enjoyed few of the advantages of mental cul-

ture that now exist. Credulity and ignorance, fostered by knavery,

there appear as tlie prominent agents in misguiding the public mind in

its estimate of medical science and the object and importance of its cul-

tivatijD, as well as to lead it essentially to underestimate the character

and object of the profession directing its legitimate administration.

"The undiminished influeuce which credulity still exerts over the

public mind, in the present comparatively enlightened period, affords no

small evidence in favor of the position, that it is an innate propensity,

holding a no less important relation to the mind than that of one of its

elementary constituents, which will probably manifest its activity in

every conditiju of society, whatever may be the advantages enjoyed for

its discipline and cultivation.

"lu such view of the origin of credulity, it is true that the apprehen-

sion can but be indulged, that in some form of manifestation, it will

Ijng continue to counteract the teachings of reason and experience,

and thus ever prove an obstacle that will be likely to obstruct our pro-

fession, in its efforts for the advancement of the sanative interests of the

community.
" The hope, however, may he entertained, that among the many im-

provements of the age, such a system of culture for the mind will ulti-

mately be devised,that its several faculties uuiy be taught to act in their

appropriate spheres, and a healthy rationality be substituted for the

nurbid excrescences of reason which impostors in science originate and

cherish, with the object of accomplishing their detestable designs. It is
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those who, at the present time, no less tljan fonncily, dixtract the

opinion whicli the public attempt to form regarding the value and im-

portance of medical science, a« well as that of theology and general

spiiituiil agency.

" The professions of medicine and theology, as cmbra'-ing within their

confines a larger amount of perplexing and indefinite mystciieH, the one

of the organic, the other of the sjiiiitual world, have ever been the pro-

lific source whence impostors in science derive the aliment indispensable

for the germination and growth of their baleful progeny of crroie which

distract and mislead jmblic sentiment in its estimate of their respective

merits. The profesi-ions of law and the common arts enjoy a cjinpara-

tive exemption for the rea«on that their principles arc base<l upon scn-

bilde otmervation, and therefore are more rea/lily comprehendcJ and

defined by the oi'dinary jiowers of seiis<; and reason, wlii -h most perH'>iui

possess. It is true that the (iffspiing uf evils which afllict the lospective

professions of medicine and theology are diversified in their f.^rms, thone

of each being moulded by the varied aliment which tliey respectively

supply
;
yet they are the product of an analogous germ of mental origin,

and it is therefore undouI)ted that througli the fKime remedy, a salutary

inculcation of truth to the minds of the affected, the malady of each

(if eradicable) is to be suppressed.

" It is manifest, therefore, tliat any efforts having reference to the sup-

pression of evils flowing from credulity, that afflict the B(;veral profes-

sions, must be directed against the genus rather than the particular

species or variety which each presents. The mental fountain must be

clarified before the Protean ei rors wliicli it emanates can be corrected.

It is futile for the professijn of medicine or theology, or even the politi-

cal reformer, to attempt singly to combat the impostor or fanatic in the

varied form which he assumes in their respective deiiartments. He can

alone successfully be encountered by the more rational of all the pro-

fessions unitedly instrucling the affected in a judicious exercise of their

senses and reaso^n, and the rejection of all such appeals made to their

imagination, which are unsustained by evidence derived from these

generally safe guides and faithful monitors.

"It would appear that evils thus identical in their character and oii-

gin ought to inspire a mutuality of iuteiest in the suffering professions

for their eradication. It is, however, a fact much to be regretted, that,

whilst the influence of medical science, and generally the efforts of phy-

sicians, have been applied to counteract the common maladies oi igiua-

ting from credulity, they have not received corresponding aid from the

clerical profession, their joint sufferer from the evil. Wliile the latter

has been strenuous in its attempts to suppress the impostor and fanatic

in reli.^ion, a large portion of its members have too frequently supplied

their influence in aid of the quack in medicine, in bis adventures for

fortune upon the health and lives of the credulous in the community.

"It is a matter of regret that men of education and influence like

these, who by their profession hold tlie exalted position of moral and
religious instructors and conservators, should thus unintentionally be

made instrumental in furtherance of the basely selfish designs of the

knave and impostor in medicine. The explanation of the pheiiomciwn

may possibly be derived from the fact that their minds, through hal its

acquired in their investigation of the revealed mysteries of theology,

and the habitual a.ssent which they are accustomed to bestow, on evi-

dence supplied by faith, upon the important truths which their profession

requires them to teach, are more prone than others of equal mental dis-

cipline and understanding to yield their credence to the pretended mar-
velous revelations of the quack; especially when such are assumed as

results of unwearied investigation- into the mysteries embraced in the

laws of organic structure, and its concomitant, the vital principle.

"lam gratified, however, in expressing my conviction, that far the

larger portion of the more intelligent and influential of this most re-

spectable and useful body of our fellow-citizens are in no degree

chargeable with this error of judgment legaiding the merits of the

medical profession, of which we complain. These have ever bestowed

their individual influence in sustaining the claims which it holds upon
the community for a just appreciation of its laboi-s in its behalf. Could
their powerful influence be made available in their several public Iwdies,

the hordes of empiricism would be weakened in their most important
intrenchmeuts, and the lesser positions to which they would be com-
pelled to rcsoit would curtail their ability of inflicting the evils in

which they have too long and too successfully reveled.

"I would therefore close this address, already extended le.vond the
limits oii-iually ^;e^igned, by the suggestion for your considenxtion,

whether, liy instituting ofticially joint measures (could such be eflected)

between clerical and medical public associations in reference to the
emergency arisiug from the evils thixiugh which both are suflcrers, they
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might not be essentially lessened, if not erarlicated. Could such con-

certed action lie effected, it is rational to hope, nay it is morally certain,

that their united influence would efleut much in the correction of public

sentiment in its erroneous views of the obscurities which the science of

each embraces. By a salutary discipline thus forcibly inculcated, there

can be no doubt that the success of the impostor, both in religion and

medicine, would be materially checked and his influence curtailed, if

not eradicated.

" Although tlie views suggested may be deemed too Utopian for human
nature witli its existing structure, j-et permit me to express the belief,

that by judiciously directed concurrent efforts of the two professions,

aided by the intelligent of all classes, the hydra would be effectually

suppressed, and its influence, hitherto so detrimental to the advance-

ment of useful science and the public welfare, would be enfeebled and

powerless, by thus e.\hausting the aliment required to sustain its

growth.

" In retiring from this presidential seat which you have successively

assigned me, accept, gentlemen, my thanks for the honor you have con-

ferred, and for your indulgence of the imperfect ability whicli I am con-

scious of having displayed in the discharge of its responsible duties.

During the period of my occupancy of this station, and a long previous

experience as a member of this convention, it hjis been my good fortune

uniformly to witness a manifestation of a most harmonious and fraternal

feeling among its members, amid all the di^^cussions of the various sub-

jects of legislation that have been submitted to its action. While in

most deliberative bodies party or sectional interests are too prone to

originate unsocial passion, and to excite angry debate, no such exhibi-

tion has here been indulged. Ou the contrary, a unity of purpose,

directed solely to the advancement of the medical profession in respect-

ability and usefulness, has ever signally appeared as the actuating prin-

ciple governing eacli of its members.
" Permit me, gentlemen, to express the hope that the same benevolent

object will ever direct the deliberations of all your future convocations;

and also my convictions that a continuance of the same course of pru-

dent legislation, that has characterized the past, will not fail progres-

sively to elevate the character of the medical profession of Connecticut,

to a position unsurpassed by that of its bretliren of other communities,

or of eitlier of the learned professions, and where it may survey uncon-

cerned the puny assaults of a reckless empiiicism, which will, doubtless,

long be sustained with the hope of inviting a novel-loving public to

contribute aid for the promotion of its interest and aggrandizement.

"I cannot, gentlemen, injustice to my feelings, close without express-

ing the deep sense with which I am impressed by the recent event which

has deprived the medical profession of several of its shining ornaments,

as well as this society of two of its most active, respectable, and efficient

members.

"I presume that, in common with myself, there are members of this

body who anticipated a cordial and friendly greeting with our esteemed

friends and colleagues, who have now retired from all earthly scenes,

but whom a few days since we had apparent reiison to believe little short

of a grave providential dispensation would be likely to deprive us of

their presence. Their visages in our hall of convocation have been,

heretofore, nearly as familiar as its lixtures by which we are sur-

rounded, and there are recollections thus made vivid, which are pecu-

liarly calculated to add deeper poignancy to the event which we doubt-

less all in common deplore.

"From the one. Dr. Samuel Beach,* selected at our last annual meeting

as Dissertator, we had the apparent gjod reason to expect an interesting

and instructive communication. But in this our hopes are annihilated,

and it is becoming inns devoutly to submit to the act of superior wisdom

which has interposed and frustrated our clierished expectations. Of the

character of Dr. Beach as a citizen, a physician, and frieud, I cannot re-

frain from the remark that, during a long experience of friendly and

intimate intercourse, I have ever found him uniform in the exercise of

the qualities of an honest man, a gentleman, and a philanthropist;

while as a member of the Medic-al Society and profession, it is no dispar-

agement to any of its members to say that in zeal for the promotion of

their interests and prosperity he was surpassed by none.

"Of Dr. Archibald Welch, surrounded ivs I am by his friends and

neighboring brethren, and in consequence of the position which he has

long held in this Convention as a member, as having fulfilled various

official duties in its connection, including those of the occupancy of the

* Dr. Beach was a victim of the accident on the New York and New
Haven Eailroad disaster at the Norwalk Bridge. He practiced in Bridge-

port.

chair, my attempt at his eulogy is rendered unnecessary. Personally,

however, I am inclined to state that during an acquaintance of more
than a quarter of a century, I have uniformly had occasion to admire

his characteristic urbanity and gentlemanly deportment, and for .-i

number of years, being officially associated with him in the discharge of

public professional duties, I have experienced the benefits of his valuable

friendship nnd more intimate social intercourse. Generally, I do not

hesitate to add that as an example of zeal for the furtherance of the

interests of the profession he has left no superior.

" But an afflictive Providence has interposed and the cherished hopes

of future interviews with me, and with you, are tlius abruptly termi-

nated. It only remains tlierefore for us to emulate the worthy example

which may be derived from the lives of the individuals whose career on

earth has been so suddenly arrested.

" While, then, in conmion with their families and numerous circles of

friends, we deplore the loss inflicted by the awful event, let us profession-

ally improve the admonition, that the guardians of life are, alike with

their charge, subject to the vaiioi'.s foims of death which their vocation

calls upon them to combat; and that on separating at the close of our

annual convocations, no eye but that of an insciutable Providence can

designate those from our number, whose liner.ments viill cease to ani-

mate us in future asscmbhiges, but in the reminiscence inspired by their

virtues which survive tlieiii."

To Maj. L. N. Middlebrook, commissioner in bank-

ruptcy for Fairfield County, the grandson of one of its

"original subscribers" referred to by Dr. Blakeman,

one whom it was his intention to memorialize in his

address, I am indebted for the following sketches of

three members of the Middlebrook family

:

Stephen Middlebrook, M.D., a son of Stephen

Middlebrook, a Revolutionary patriot and one of the

Revolutionary Committee of Safety in Fairfield

County, was born Dec. 8, 1755, in the parish of North

Stratford, in the then town of Stratford, but now the

village of Long Hill, town of Trumbull. He received

liis medical education, as was not unusually the cus-

tom in those days, through a due course of study and

practice with other physicians of the county, being

admitted to full practice on examination by, and a

certificate of qualification from, a standing committee

of reputable physicians constituted for that purpose,

these being the only facilities available in Connecti-

cut at that early day for instruction in and admission

to the medical profession. His classical studies were

pursued in part under the private tuition of the cele-

brated William Samuel Johnson, LL.D., of Stratford,

and in part in the academical institutions of the

county,—among others the academy at Easton. He
established himself in his native town, and became

one of the most successful practitioners of his day in

this and the adjoining counties, accumulating there-

from what was regarded as a large fortune in those

times. He manifested his love for the profession by

training two of his three sons to the same honorable

calling. He filled many positions of honor and trust

in his town and county. He died Dec. 18, 1819, and

is buried in the cemetery at Long Hill, Trumbull.

So great was his love for his chosen profession that

he endeavored to have his three sons—Elijah, Ste-

phen, and Robert—follow the path in which he had

walked so long. He was only two-thirds successful,

Robert rebelling and spending his life in farming.

Elijah was one of those referred to by Dr. Blakeman

in his address,—a master-spirit of the profession, by
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whose unremitted labors in his era of professional

history the improvements in the profession were ef-

fected.

Elijah Middlebrook, M.D., eldest son of Dr.

Stephen Middlebrook and Amer Beach Middlebrook,

daughter of Elijah Beach, of Trumbull, an officer of

the Revolutionary army, was born at Long Hill, now
in the town of Trumbull, Oct. 20, 1785. He pursued

his medical studies with his father, and was licensed

to practice medicine by the Connecticut Medical So-

ciety in 1811. He afterwards took a further two years'

course of instruction in the College of Physicians and

Surgeons in New York City, and graduated from that

institution in 1813. He thereuijon entered active

practice in his native town in company with his

father, and- was an active practitioner for foi'ty-five

years, meeting with great success. He died Jan. 2,

1859, and is buried in the cemetery at Long Hill.

For fifty-four years he edited and published annually

his celebrated " Middlebrook's New England Alma-

nac,"—a period of editorial labor, as devoted by the

same individual to the same publication, believed to

be wellnigh without a parallel in the history of pe-

riodical literature. He was fitted for this special

work under the private tuition of Prof. Nehemiah

Strong, of Yale College. He was among the most

genial of men and an enthusiast in his profession.

He always strove to elevate and dignify his calling,

and was an active and zealous laborer in the various

national and State organizations instituted to that

end, always being present at their meetings. His

name appears oftener than any other on the records

of the Fairfield County Medical Society. He filled

many civil and political offices of honor and trust.

He was elected president of the Connecticut Medical

Society in 1841, re-elected in 1842, and resigned the

office in 1843. He was the first representative of the

Fairfield County Medical Society to the National

Medical Society.

Some idea of the extent of his practice may be

formed when we know that his powers of curing were

considered as almost infallible. So much was he

sought that he regularly employed two or three

younger physicians to assist him, making them
proxies. One of them asserts that tlie average busi-

ness done by himself alone while thus emjiloyed aver-

aged three hundred dollars jier month.

The following relic is left of the business-like way
of his dealings. It is a bill of Dr. Hulbert's, of Fair-

field, one of the " original subscribers," and explains

itself:

" Israel Hawley io Hoi^ea Hidbert, Dr.

" (at the request of Dr. Middlebrooks).

"1801, Sep'. To Visit and Consultation witli sd Doctor for your Son.. $1

Kecd the above Am' of Dr. Middlcbrool:.

" HOSEA HULBERT."

The many subscribers to " Middlebrook's New Eng-

land Almanac" will be more interested in this receipt

from Prof. Nehemiah Strong:
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"Becelved of Klijali Middlftlirooks nine flliiilingB in Part of Sfi .Shil-

lings Duo to me for inBtructing liim in ABtronomy 12 veukn at3». per

weelc.

"Keceived Ijy me,

"Neiikmiah .Stdoxc.

" BiunrjEPOUT, Ducmii!'', 8tli, 1804."

On the opposite side of the slip is tlie acknowledg-

ment of the remainder:

" Dec'ii. Kj"', 1804.

"Received twenty-seven Bliillings of Mr. Stepljen Middle lii'ooks,

wliich with tlie Nine SliillingH I icceived on the other Bide it the wliole

of my demands for Teaching his Son in the Science of Astronomy.

" per me Neh. Stbonc."

Professor Strong is buried in the old ground at

Stratfield, near the entrance.

Stephen Middlebrook,' M.D., another son of Dr.

Stepheii Middlebrook, first above named, was born

in Long Hill, town of Trumbull, then in the town of

Stratford. He was located by his father in the town

of Monroe at Edwards' Four Corners, and there prac-

ticed medicine for about twenty-five years, and al-

though a very skillful and popular physician, yet

having a strong aversion to the discomforts necessa-

rily incident to an active practice, he retired from the

jjrofession in middle life, and passed the remainder of

his days in leisure, in his native village, where he

died Oct. 18, 1850, aged fifty-four years, and was

buried in the cemetery in Long Hill.

The Homceopathy practice is also worthily repre-

sented in Fairfield County. The practitioners of this

school are William B. Beebe, B. F. Bronson, L. H.
Norton, Charles E. Sanford, and L. M. Benedict,

Bridgeport; W. E. Bulkley, S. Penfield, and A.

Griffin, Danbury ; James H. Brush and L. P. Jones,

Greenwich ; Theodore Eoberts and Eli Acker, New
Canaan ; G. S. Comstock and Dexter Hitchcock, Nor-

walk
;
Chauncey M. Ayres, George F. Foote, and J.

F. Griffin, Stamford ; G. W. Collard, of Stratford.

Eclectic Physicians, J. W. King, T. A. Shat-

tuck, J. D. S. Smith, Joseph Fanyon, Bridgeport ; E.

A. Brown, Danbury
;

Cooke, C. C, New Canaan

;

Henry L. Malloy, Sherman
;
George W. Rubey, of

Westport.

Botanical, H. M. Richardson, Bridgeport.

Indian, G. C. Richards, of Danbury.

David Hull Nash.—It is always a pleasure for

the historian to place upon his pages passing inci-

dents in the life of one who has devoted his life-study

to the advancement of a noble profession and to the

amelioration of the human race. Such a one is Dr.

David Hull Nash, the subject of this sketch. He was
born on Greenfield Hill, in this county, March 21, 1811,

and is the son of Dr. W. B. Nash and Rutha M. El-

liott, daughter of the sterling old patriot, Andrew
Elliott, who was jiastor of the Congregational Church
of Fairfield when the town was burned by the British

in 1779.*

Dr. W. B. Nash was born in Westport, Conn., and

* See History o.' FuirtieM.
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commenced practice in Greenfield, and from there re-

moved to Fairfield and formed a copartnership Avith

the late David Hull. Here he remained until 1825,

when he came to Bridgeport, and continued in prac-

tice until his death, which occurred Dec. 9, 1872, in

the eighty-seventh year of his age.

David H. was educated at the Fairfield Academy
and in the schools of this city, and commenced the

study of his profession in the office of his father, who
was then in active practice. He subsequently con-

tinued his studies under the instruction of Eli and N.

B. Ives, leading physicians in the city of New Haven.

He also attended medical college at New Haven, from

which he graduated in 1834. In the following year,

1835, he commenced practice with his father, under

the firm-name of William B. Nash & Son, which

partnership continued until July 1, 1853, when he

associated with him Dr. Robert Hubbard. The firm

of Nash & Hubbard existed until Jan. 1, 1871, since

which time he has continued in the practice alone.

Hence it will be seen that Dr. Nash has been in the

active practice of his profession for nearly half a

century.

He has always taken a lively interest in every

measure tending to advance the interest of the pro-

fession generally, and is a member of the county,

State, and United States medical societies.

Politically, Dr. Nash is a Eepublican, and an

earnest advocate of the principles of that party. He
was previously a Whig. Eeligiously, the doctor is a

Congregationalist, and a member of the North Church,

in this city.

Jan. 6, 1836, he united in marriage with Susan E.,

daughter of the late Jesse Sterling, and their family

consists of Andrew Eliot and Jesse S., both of whom
reside in Bridgeport. The eldest son, William S., is

deceased.

Dr. Nash has a large and lucrative practice, and
ranks among the leading physicians in the State.

Although now nearly seventy years of age, he retains

in a remarkable degree the vigor and elasticity of

youth, and daily may be seen visiting his numerous

patients, his interest never waning in that noble pro-

fession to which he has devoted a long and active

career.

Ambrose Beaedsley, M.D.—The subject of this

sketch was born in the town of Monroe, Oct. 23, 1811.

His father, Elihu Beardsley, a thrifty farmer of his

native town, was a descendant of William Beardsley,

one of the first settlers of Stratfoi'd, in Fairfield Co.,

Conn. The Beardsley family were for many years

very numerous in Monroe, where they wielded a good
deal of influence in the affairs of the town. Ambrose
had three brothers ; one ofwhom—to wit, the Rev. E. E.

Beardsley, D.D., LL.D.—is an author of considerable

eminence in matters of church history. Agar Beards-

ley is a farmer upon the homestead land, while Rufus,

the fourth of the sons, is dead. There were also two
girls in the family, both of whom are still living.

Ambrose, the subject of this sketch, " roughed it"

on the farm until he was sixteen, when having, by an
industrious economy of time and his naturally studious

habits, fitted himself for school-teaching, he, at this

early age, tried the hazardous experiment of playing

the schoolmaster to his late companions in his native

town, and with such success that he was engaged for

several successive seasons in the neighboring town of

Redding. When, at length, he decided to abandon

the birch and the ferule, he had by odds and ends, in

one way and another, managed to pick up a consider-

able knowledge of the classics (though with little or

no instruction, for, in the days of our fathers, " book-

larnin' " for farmers' sons Avas not held in high es-

teem), and becoming convinced that his pathway of

life did not lie in the trail of the plow, he chose for

his profession the study and the practice of medicine.

Accordingly, after following a course of study under

the eminent Dr. AVillard Parker, now of New York,

he entered the Pittsfield Medical College, where, in

December, ] 834, he graduated with the first honors of

his class. Locating in Newtown, Conn., he practiced

in his profession successfully until September, 1836,

when he accepted an invitation to locate in the then

infant village of Birmingham, in the town of Derby,

where he has ever since devoted his time and his

talents—of which he has many—to the sick and the

suffering for many miles around, almost reverenced by

many and greatly beloved by all. Courteous and

affable in his manners, prepossessing in his personal

presence, Dr. Beardsley has won for himself an envi-

able reputation as a physician and surgeon.

Not only has he been prominent in his profession,

but our now venerable friend has filled many official po-

sitions in his adopted town. For twenty-five consecu-

tive years he was the treasurer of the town of Derby

;

for four years president of the Derby Savings Bank

;

nine years warden of the borough of Birmingham

;

besides many other minor offices of profit and trust,

all of which positions he has ever occupied with credit

to himself and to the entire satisfaction of the people,

as is evidenced by the fact that when nominated for

any office in the gift of the people " the old doctor" is

never beaten.

Dr. Beardsley, early in life, was fond of debate and

controversy, and, being a young man of bright abili-

ties, he was always foremost in lyceum debates, etc.,

and it is to this sort of training that he attributes his

success as a fluent speaker, as he unquestionably is

upon almost any topic that he chooses to take up.

Upon almost every public occasion within the last

forty-four years in Derby, Dr. Beardsley has been a

conspicuous actor and speaker. Within the limits of

the town there is no man living who has delivered so

many orations, lectures, and impromptu addresses as

he, and always to the acceptance and gratification of

his audience.

Always too much in love with his profession and

too faithful to his patients to engage in State politics,
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he has yet at home been prominent as a Republican

(though never a candidate for outside lionors, which

he miglit easily have obtained had he so desired), up

to the nomination of Horace Greeley, when, with that

noble philosopher and excellent American, he "went

West," politically, from which journey and its effects

he seems not to have sufficiently recovered to enable

him to again take part, to any great extent, in local

politics. During the late civil war Dr. Beardsley was

ever an ardent Unionist, contributing often far above

his means to the support of the soldiers in the field.

In 18— he was married to Mary Bassett, the daughter

of Samuel Bassett, Esq., late of Seymoui-, Conn., by

whom he had two children, one of whom, Capt. A. E.

Beardsley,—still living,—was a brave and a valuable

soldier in the " Twentieth Connecticut." The other,

Mary, wife of Dr. T. B. Jewett, is now deceased.

The doctor is a fluent and graceful writer, as is evi-

denced by the pages of the History of Derby, lately

published, of which he was a co-editor and the lead-

ing writer, to whom the book is largely indebted for

its si)ice, vivacity, and local historical interest. The
Histoiy of Derby will doubtless be regarded through

many coming years, by generations yet to come, with

affectionate interest as the crowning sheaf in the life-

work of a wise counselor, a skilled physician, a kind,

affectionate husband and father, a friend of humanity,

and an honest man. Judged by his works, it can

truthfully be said of him that, while of worse men
there are many, yet of better men there are few. As
a physician his services were as accessible to the poor

as to the rich, the question of probable reward never

being considered to deter from or prompt to the most

arduous service.

Public-spirited and upright in his daily walk and
conversation, Dr. Beardsley has won for himself an

enviable name in the community where nearly half a

century ago he jjitched his tent, and went forth to en-

joy, in the words of Goldsmith, "the luxtiry of doihg

good." A Fairfield County boy, he well deserves this

place of honor in its history.

If to renown we give the soldier's name
Who swings the sword for country or for fame,

If he wlio saves, and not who dotli destroy,

Before his Jlaker hatli the best employ,

Then should we write our village doctor's name
High on the scroll of that undying fame

Which crumbles not within the burial-shroud

Kor waits the fickle plaudit of the crowd.

With tender hand the fainting one to save,

To stan-e the sexton, and to foil the grave

;

To lift the shadow from the palace-door,

Or smooth the pillow of tlie dying poor;

By pleasant word to clieer the heart of woe,

AVhcre Beardsley wont but few are found to go.

What matter, then, if lofty stone or low
Shall lift above tlie ashes of his rest?

When we no more the kindly face shall know,
Its mem'ry still shall fill the grateful breast,

And best who knew sliall clierisli it the best.

Courage, 0 youth I Though fortune thee disown,

like Beardsley, snatch the laurel and the crown

4

Of that great manhoorl which—tho' somfrtimeo wrong

—

Knds at tlie last with thi« triumphant w^ng:

" He fought the light, and ever, till he Blept,

'Twixt man and man the faith lie kept."
.;. w. s.

Ezra P. Bennett, M.D., one of the oldest physi-

cians in the State, and rjne of the most widely known

in this portion of it, has been in active practice in

Danbury nearly fifty-three years. Like many other

men who have become eminent in various avocatioas,

his early days, spent on a farm, gave no promise of

his future career. He was born in Weston, ('onn.,

Aug. 31, 180G, the fourth of a family of seven. HLs

father, Ezra Bennett, was descended from a Scotch

family of the name that settled in Connecticut several

generations earlier. The -ancestors of his mother,

Esther Godfrey, came from England.

The opportunities for obtaining an education in his

native town were very meagre, but such as they were

he made diligent use of them. According i') the cus-

toms of rural communities he attended school in the

winter and worked on the farm in summer, and up to

his fifteenth year he enjoyed no other educational

privileges. Even the newspaper, which has become

such a universal medium of instruction, was then

hardly circulated outside of the larger towns.

After leaving the public school young Bennett was

able to attend a private school for two winters under

the charge of a college graduate, where he succeeded

in slightly enlarging his knowledge of the common
branches and picking up a smattering of Latin. Thus

equipped, at the age of seventeen he taught school in

Weston during a winter term and the following sum-

mer in Eedding. However small the wages for this

latter service may have been, he has had reason for

congratulation for one of its results, for during that

auspicious season he met her who afterwards became

his wife, and has been his faithful coadjutor for more

than half a century.

When he was fourteen an injury to the knee, sus-

tained in wrestling, incapacitated him for efficient

work on the farm, and obliged him to seek employ-

ment more in accordance with his tastes. He entered

the office of Dr. Charles Gorham, of Redding, paying

in part for the privilege by making himself useful in

doing chores. In 182G the young student spent eight

months in the medical school at Pittsfield, Mass. Tlie

next year, after a term of the same length, he was

graduated a doctor of medicine.

With a fair education gained under such adverse

circumstances and an indomitable spirit he began at

once, in January, 1828, to practice in Bethel, then a

part of the town of Danbury, and entered upon a

struggle that proved long and severe. His worldly

goods and professional equipments consisted of what

books he coufd conveniently carry under his arm, a

pocket-case of surgical instruments, a horse and sad-

dle, a meagre wardrobe, and ten dollars in cash. He
had thus no abundance of means to support him while

he built uj) a practice, nor had he influential friends



42 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

to open the way for him, but was entirely dependent

on the knowledge and skill which increased with

years, and on boldness and energy that have never

failed him. During the ten years of his sojourn in

Bethel he managed to lay aside about fifty dollars a

year. The economy that secured this result was rigid,

for in the early part of that period he added to his

earthly possessions a wife, a dwelling, and barn. If

the helpmeet did not come from his side, like the

primeval woman from her husband, the real estate did

come from his head and hands, the product of their

cunning and industry.

June 24, 1829, he was married to Sarah Maria,

daughter of Billy Comstock, Esq., of Redding.

Dr. Bennett's career in Bethel was as successful as its

narrow sphere rendered possible, but when, in 1838, an

opening encouraged him to remove to Danbury, he

gladly improved the opportunity of entering on broader

usefulness. He purchased the place on Deer Hill which

has since been his home. Here his practice steadily

increased, giving him all he could attend to even in

ordinary circumstances. From the first he has been

especially interested in surgery, and there he has won
his fairest laurels. Beginning with the simple task

of trephining he has performed operations worthy of

the most eminent men in the profession. He was the

pioneer in Connecticut in operating for ovarian tumor,

vesico-vaginal fistula, and club-foot. He has per-

formed lithotomy by the lateral method nine times

successfully, save one, which was undertaken against

overwhelming chances. Seven of his nine cases of

ovariotomy have succeeded perfectly. His other capi-

tal operations have been numerous. He has tied the

subclavian arteiy once and the femoral artery four

times. The boldness and skill of his operations have

given him a deserved place of honor in the minds of

those who have been familiar with them, both in and

out of the profession.

The necessity of rapid manipulation was a prere-

quisite to success before the discovery of ansestlietics,

and the rapidity with which Dr. Bennett worked Avas

perfectly wonderful. He once amputated a thigh in

thirty seconds, according to the testimony of bystand-

ers, who timed him accurately, his celerity in op-

erating being due, doubtless, in a measure, to the fact

that he is ambidextrous. In 1850 he made a trip to

England, with his two boys, to consult Dr. Marshall

Hall respecting the health of one of them. He was

absent, however, but a few months.

In a sketch of this kind, necessarily brief, it is im-

possible to do justice to the personal and professional

characteristics of a man like Dr. Bennett. Moulded

largely by the circumstances of his early-life struggles,

which developed boldness, independence, and obsti-

nate determination, he has made firm friends, and by

his intelligence and skill has won respect even from

enemies. A man that has his own way to make in

the world, and makes it successfully, naturally feels

some degree of self-complacency, and cannot be

blamed for reviewing his career with considerable

satisfaction. Dr. Bennett has done what he under-

took, and done it well. How many have done less

!

In the course of his professional career he has met
in consultation some of the most eminent physicians

in the country, and they have invariably admired his

talents and respected his opinions. He has always

been remarkably quick and sure in his diagnosis,

seeming at times to have an almost intuitive percep-

tion of disease, and his hand is still as steady in oper-

ating as it was fifty years ago, nor has he lost the zest

of early ambition in his favorite department of sur-

gery.

He has kept abreast the age in his profession, and
his library, of a few books carried under the arm, has

grown to contain all the works of authors of stand-

ing, and occupies two sides of a long room from floor

to ceiling. June 24, 1879, the doctor celebrated his

golden wedding. It was an enjoyable, impromptu
aSair, arranged during a ride the doctor was induced

to take, at which many of the friends were present,

and not the least pleasant feature of which was the

presentation to him of a gold Avatch and chain, in a

happy speech by Deacon E. T. Hoyt. The watch

was inscribed as follows: "Dr. E. P. Bennett from

his friends, in recognition of the faithfulness and

skill with which, as surgeon and physician, he has

long served them and honored his profession."

In 1875, Dr. Bennett was appointed one of the

trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital for four years,

and reappointed in 1879.

The doctor's children have been three : William

Comstock and Andrew Comstock, twins, and Sarah L.

One of the twins, Andrew, in the interest of whose

health the trip to England was made, died on the re-

turn voyage. The surviving son, William, attended

school at New Haven and Northampton, Mass., en-

tered Yale College, and was graduated with the class

of 1858. He received the degi'ee of M.D. from the

College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York City,

in March, 1860; practiced medicine with his father

until July, 1861, when he entered the army as assist-

ant surgeon Fifth Connecticut Volunteers ; afterwards

surgeon of the regiment. Resigning this position, he

received an appointment from the United States as

surgeon of volunteers ; was assigned to the Twentieth

Army Corps as medical inspector, serving on the

staffs of Slocum, Hooker, and Williams, successively.

He was in the Army of the Shenandoah, Potomac,

Cumberland, and Georgia, accompanying Sherman

in his march to the sea. March, 1865, he Avas mus-

tered out of service and returned to Danbury, Avhere

he has since practiced in company Avitli his father.

The daughter, Sarah L., was married July 19, 1871,

to Rev. John H. LockAvood, of Troy, N. Y., a de-

scendant of several of the old families of Danbury.

He was for tAvo years after their marriage pastor of

the Reformed Church of Canastota, N. Y. In 1873

he assumed the pastorate of the NeAV England Con-
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gregational Church of Brooklyn, where he remained

six years ; went thence to Westfield, Mass., as pastor

of the First Congregational Church,—a position he

still occupies. They have one child, William An-

drew.

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

The Fairfield County Agricultural Society pur-

chased the grounds and held their fair on the present

location in Norwalk, 1867, with the following officers:

Jonathan Camp, President; Charles E. Plumb, Sec-

retary.

The following is a list of the presidents and secre-

taries from 1868 to the present time :

1868-71.—Jonathan Camp, President; Charles E.

Plumb, Secretary.

1872-73.—Dudley P. Ely, President; Charles E.

Plumb, Secretary.

1874.—Dudley P. Ely, President; W. D. Gregory,

Secretary.

1875-76.—John P. Beatty, President ; W. D. Gregory,

Secretary.

1877-80.—J. E. Wheeler, President; W. D. Gregory,

Secretary.

In 1875 the society was reorganized under a charter

from the Legislature as a joint-stock company, with a

capital stock of thirty thousand dollars, divided into

fifteen hundred shares of twenty dollars each.

The grounds of the society are beautifully located

on the line of the Danbury and Norwalk Railroad,

and contain about thirty acres, a good half-mile track,

and a fine building containing about fifteen thou-

sand square feet of floor-surface, capable of holding

and afibrding perfect protection to all articles of-

fered for competition or exhibition; also a large

number of suitable stalls and yards for. stock. The
commodious permanent buildings erected on the

grounds afford protection and. provide unexcelled

facilities for the proper classification of all articles

sent for exhibition and competition.

CHAPTER IV.

MILITARY HISTORY.

First Regiment— The Third Regiment— The Fiftli Regiment-The
Sixth Regiment-The Seventh Regiment—The Kiglith Regiment

—

The Xinth Regiment—Tlie Tenth Regiment—The Twelftli Regiment
—The Thirteentli Regiment—The Fourteenth Regiment—Tlje Twenty-
third Regiment—The Twenty-eighth Regiment—The Second Light

Battery—The First Cavalry—The Seventeenth Regiment.

The lightning had scarcely flashed the intelligence

to the expectant North that Maj. Anderson and his

gallant band had surrendered as prisoners of war to

the Southern Confederacy ere the patriotic sons of

Fairfield were rallying to the support of their im-

periled country. Men and money were promptly
raised, and the record of the county during the whole
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struggle is one of whicli her citizens may justly feel a

patriotic pride.

THE FIRST REGIMENT.

The first regiment which was raised in the State of

Connecticut for the service of the United States in the

late Rebellion was known as the First Connecticut

Volunteer Infantry, and was recruited mainly from

the volunteer militia, to serve three months. Com-

pany E was recruited from Danbury, and Company K
from Bridgeport. Rifle Company B also had a num-

ber of men from Bridgeport.

The field- and stafl"-officers were as follows : Colonel,

Daniel Tyler; lieutenant -colonel, George S. Bum-
ham; major, John L. Chatfield; quartermaster, .lustin

Hodge; adjutant, Theodore C. Bacon
;
surgeon, Henry

P. Stearns; surgeon's mate, F. L. Dibble; cha])lain,

George N. Wel)ber; sergeant-major, John L. Spal-

ding; quartermaster -sergeant, I. V. B. Williams;

drum-major, William J. Skinner; hospital steward,

Joseph Colton.

The officers of Company E, the Danbury company,

were as follows : Captain, Eliakim E. Wildman ;
first

lieutenarrt, Jesse D. Stevens ; second lieutenant, John

W. Bussing.

Company K, the Bridgeport company, was officered

as follows : Captain, Richard Fitzgibbons ; first lieu-

tenant, Henry M. Hoyt; second lieutenant, William

A. Lee.

The regiment was mustered into the service, seven

hundred and eighty strong, April 24, 1861, and on the

9th of the following May left New Haven for the

seat of war. It was armed with Sharp's rifles and

vSpringfleld muskets. It was the first regiment which

ascended the Potomac. Upon arriving at the front

it went into camp at Falls Church, where it remained

until July 21st, when it was ordered to Bull Run, and

participated in that disastrous and memorable struggle.

Col. Tyler having been promoted to be a brigadier-

general, the regiment, in this its baptism of fire,

was commanded by Col. Burnham. During this

contest, which resulted so disastrously to the Union

forces, the regiment marched and countermarched

until four o'clock P.M., being much of the time under

severe fire. The First retreated to Centreville, having

lost only eight wounded and nine captured. After a

brief halt at Centreville it returned to camp, where it

remained several days, and was then, its term of ser-

vice having expired, sent North and mustered out at

New Haven, July 3, 1861.

THE THIRD REGIMENT.

The Third Regiment was raised in Norwalk, Bridge-

port, New Haven, Danbury, New Fairfield, Hartford,

Meriden, Norwich, and Stamford. It embraced five

rifle and four infantry companies, and was mustered

into the service, seven hundred and fifty strong. May

14, 1861, for three months, with the following t\c]^\-

and stafi'-officers : Colonel, John Arnold; lieutenant-

1
colonel, Allen G.Brady; major, Alexander Warner;



44 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

adjutant, Frederick J. Peck
;
quartermaster, Richard

E. Holcomb
;

surgeon, John McGregor; assistant

surgeon, Mathew C. Newton
;
sergeant-major, Wil-

liam E. Brady
;
quartermaster-sergeant, J. H. Alex-

ander
;
drum-major, L. B. Farren

;
fife-major, Wil-

liam R. Miller; chaplain, Junius M. Willey (enlisted

June 14th).

The line-officers were as follows

:

Company A.—Captain, Douglass Fowler; first lieu-

tenant, Gilbert Bogart; second lieutenant, Stephen

D. Byxbee.

Compamj B.—Captain, Daniel Klein ; first lieuten-

ant, William K. Schmitt ; second lieutenant, Charles

Rose.

Company C.—Captain, James E. Moore ; first lieu-

tenant, Samuel G. Bailey ; second lieutenant, Charles

H. Hoyt.

Company D.—Captain, Frederick Frye ; first lieu-

tenant, S. H. Gray ; second lieutenant, Elliot M.
Curtis.

Rifle Company A.—Captain, George N. Lewis; first

lieutenant, John Brennan ; second lieutenant, L. S.

BoUes.

Bifle Company B.—Captain, Jared R. Cook ; first

lieutenant, ; second lieutenant, A. S. Cowdry.

Bifle Company C.—Captain, S. J. Root; first lieu-

tenant, L. C. Allen ; second lieutenant, J. S. A.

Baker.

Bifle Company D.—Captain, Edward Harland ; first

lieutenant, C. W. Spalding ; second lieutenant, Wil-

liam W. Barnes.

Bifle Company E.—Captain, J. A. Nelson ; first

lieutenant, Henry Finnegus ; second lieutenant, Wil-

liam Wright.

Bifle Company F.—Captain, Albert Stevens; first

lieutenant. Wells AUis ; second lieutenant, Isaac L.

Hoyt.

Col. Arnold resigned before leaving the rendezvous

in Hartford in consequence of ill health, and the com-

mand was given to John L. Chatfield, who enlisted

May 31st, and became very popular with the regi-

ment.

The Third left Hartford for the front May 19, 1861.

Upon its arrival at Washington it went into camp
at Camp Douglass, where it was put under vigorous

drill until June 23d, when it was ordered to Camp
Tyler, or Falls Church, where for several days it

held this exposed position.

The regiment was first brigaded with the First and
Second Connecticut and Eleventh Maine, July 15th,

and i^laced under the command of Col. E. D. Keyes.

On the following day Keyes' command moved for-

ward, the Third in the advance. At Blackburn Ford

they encountered Longstreet's division, and during

two days the brigade held this advance post.

The Third participated in the memorable battle of

Bull Run, Jan. 21, 1861, and their conduct in that

disastrous field justly merited the many encomiums
of praise bestowed by the commanding cflicers. Gen.

Keyes, in his official report, says, "The gallantry

with which the Second Regiment of Maine and the

Third of Connecticut Volunteers charged up the hill

upon the enemy's artillery and infantry was never, in

my opinion, surpassed." The Third was the last to

leave the field, and it left it, not like the great mass
of the Union army, in a rout, but in good order, pro-

tecting the retreating army from the victorious enemy.
Gen. Tyler said that it was these sons of Connecti-

cut who " saved us not only a large amount of public

property, but the mortification of having our standing

camps fall into the hands of the enemy." In this

battle Sergt. McGregor was captured, but released.

The regiment had four killed, thirteen Avounded,

eighteen captured, and six missing. The muster out

was at Hartford, Aug. 12, 1861.

THE FIFTH REGIMENT

was organized in the summer of 1861, and entered the

service with Orris S. Ferry, of Norwalk, as colonel.

He was subsequently United States senator. This

regiment was originally recruited in Hartford as the

First Connecticut Revolving Rifle Regiment, with

Samuel Colt as colonel, but, some misunderstanding

having occurred. Col. Colt's commission was revoked,

and the regiment was reorganized as above.

There was only one company from Fairfield County
in the regiment,—Company A,—commanded by
Henry B. Stone, of Danbury, with James A. Betts as

first lieutenant and William A. Daniels second lieu-

tenant. William C. Bennett, M.D., of Danbury, was

the first assistant surgeon.

The regiment participated in the following engage-

ments : Winchester and Cedar Mountain, Chancel-

lorsville, Gettysburg, Resaca, Dallas, Marietta, Peach-

Tree Creek, Atlanta, Chesterfield Court-House, and

Silver Run. Casualties : Killed, 93 ; died of wounds,

29 ; died of disease, 81. Several died in Anderson-

ville prison. The regiment was mustered out July

19, 1865.

THE SIXTH REGIMENT.

The Sixth Regiment was organized in August,

1861, and in the following month was mustered into

the United States service with the following field- and

staff-oflicers : Colonel, John L. Chatfield ; lieutenant-

colonel, William G. Ely
;
major, John Speidel

;
adju-

tant, Redfield Duryee
;
quartermaster, I. V. B. Wil-

liams
;
surgeon, F. L. Dibble ; first assistant surgeon,

Edward Bulkley, Jr. ; second assistant surgeon, R. E.

Ensign
;
chaplain, Curtis T. Woodruff".

Fairfield County was represented in this regiment

by two companies,—D, recruited in Stamford and

Greenwich, and I, principally from Bridgeport, al-

though other portions of the county were represented.

The officers of Company D were : Captain, Lo-

renzo Meeker ; first lieutenant, Charles H. Nichols

;

second lieutenant, John Stottlar.

Company I was officered as follows: Captain,
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Thomas Boudren ; first lieutenant, Daniel J. West
;

second lieutenant, Stephen S. Stevens.

The regiment left New Haven September 17tli, one

thousand and eight strong, for the front. They re-

mained in Washington until October 5th, when they

went to Annapolis, from whence, October 25th, they

embarked for South Carolina, having been assigned

to the Department of the South. After the suc-

cessful naval engagement of November 7th, when
Forts AValker and Beauregard were captured, the

honor was assigned to the Sixth and Seventh Con-

necticut Eegiments of first landing on the enemy's

soil.

In March, 1862, the regiment was sent over to Daw-
fuskie Island to assist in the capture of Fort Pulaski,

and the following June found them in tlie battle of

James' Island. They returned to Hilton Head, where

they remained until October 21st, when the regiment

joined the expedition to break up railroad communi-
cation between Charleston and Savannah, and on the

following day participated in the sharp engagement

at Pocotaligo, where both Col. Chatfleld and Lieut.-

Col. Speidel were severely wounded.

During the winter of 1862-63, the regiment re-

mained in camp at Beaufort and Hilton Head, and
March, 1863, found it in Florida, but soon returned

to Hilton Head. It was soon transferred to Folly

Island, and participated in the operations against

Charleston and in the assault on Morris Island

in July. In the second assault on Fort Wagner its

gallant colonel, Chatfield, was wounded, and died in

the following month. It was a gallant and well-

directed assault, but the decimated ranks of the various

regiments at the close of the contest told only too well

of the severity of the charge.

" In the spring of 1864 the regiment went to For-

tress Monroe, and May 6th proceeded into tiie interior,

where it was engaged in reconnoissances, destruction

of the enemy's railroads, and harassing their forces

generally. The regiment was engaged in the charge

U25on and capture of the enemy's rifle-pits near Ches-

ter Station on the 20th, and in the various operations

lost one hundred and fifty-seven men during the

months of May and June. From this time until

January, 1865, the regiment was in various operations

in Southern Virginia, and took part in the several

engagements before Petersburg and Richmond. It

was then ordered to North Carolina, and had its last

fighting at the capture of Fort Fisher. In August
the regiment was mustered out at New Haven."
The regiment participated in the following engage-

ments : James' Island, Secessionville, Pocotaligo, Jack-

sonville, Morris Island, Fort Wagner, Chester Station,

Drury's Bluff", Deep Bottom, Bermuda Hundred, Deep
Run, Deep Bottom, siege of Petersburg, Chapman's
Farm, New Richmond, Newmarket Road, Darbytown
Road, Charles City, Fort Fisher, and Northeast Branch
of Cape Fear River.

The casualties were as follows : Killed, 42 ; died of
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wounds, 46 ; died of disease, 119 ;
missing, 23, The

rolls of the regiment bore the names of 1813 men.

In December, 1863, 205 re-cniisted as veterans. The
regiment saw some service, and it is an lioiior to say,

"I belonged to tlie Sixtli C.junecticut I"

TIIK SEVEXTH REGIMENT

was organized in the fall of 1861, and was composed

mainly of three months' men who had returned from

the field during the summer. It went to the front

with Alfred H. Terry as colonel and .loscpli R. Haw-
ley as lieutenant-colonel.

Fairfield County was represented by one company,

—D,—commanded by Benjamin F. Skinner, of Dan-
Ijnry, with Joseph S. Dunfiing first lieutenant and
Thomas Horton second lieutenant.

The regiment saw severe service, and participated

in the following engagements : Fort Pulaski, James'

Island, Pocotaligo, Morris Island, Fort Wagner, siege

of Charleston, Olustee, Bermuda Hundred, Chester

Station, Drury's Bluff', Deep Bottom, Deep Run, siege

of Petersburg, Chapin's Farm, New Market Road,

Darbytown Road, Charles City Road, Fort Fisher,

and Wilmington. There were 1735 men in its ranks

at various times. Casualties : Killed, 90 ; died of

wounds, 44 ; of disease, 179 ;
missing, 40.

THE EIGHTH REGIMENT.

This regiment was mustered into the service in

September and October, 1861, under the command
of Edward Harland, of Norwich. Fairfield County

was represented by only one company,—H,—which

was otficered as follows : Captain, Douglass Fowler

;

first lieutenant, James L. Russell ; second lieutenant,

Thomas S. Weed ; all of Norwalk. There were also a

few men from this county in Company A. The first

lieutenant of Company A was Henry M. Hoyt, who
was subsequently promoted to captain, and at one

time Avas in command of the regiment.* The regi-

ment left Connecticut Oct. 17, 1861, one thousand and

twenty-seven strong, and at Annapolis, Md., was
joined to Burnside's corps. "Its earliest services

were in the battles of Newbern, N. C, March 14,

1862, and the siege of Fort Macon the following

month. It accompanied Gen. Burnside when he was
ordered to join the Army of the Potomac, and subse-

quently went with the corps into Maryland. At An-
tietam, in September, 1862, the regiment lost: Killed,

one officer—Lieut. Mason Wait, of Norwich—and 33

men
;
wounded, 10 officers and 129 men

;
missing, 21

men
;
total, 194.

" In December the Eighth was engaged at Freder-

icksburg, but suffered slightly, and in February, 1S63,

was sent to Southeastern Virginia. In April the regi-

ment was in the fight at Fort Hagar, Va., and re-

mained in Virginia until January, 1864. It then

* Miy. H. M. Hoyt is tlie present editor and proprietor of tlie Bridge-

port Jiloniiiig News.
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returned to Connecticut on veteran furlough, three

hundred and ten men having re-enlisted as veterans.

In March it returned to its old camp near Portsmouth,

Va., and after outpost- and picket-duty at Deep
Creek and vicinity was in the battle at Walthall

Junction, May 9th, and lost eighty men. Col. Har-

land having been promoted to be a brigadier-general,

the regiment was at this time in command of Col.

John E. Ward, who was severely wounded by a shell

at the battle named. A week later the regiment par-

ticipated in the engagement at Fort Darling, and on

the night of the 16th returned within the fortifica-

tion, the men worn out with eight days' constant war-

fare. In this short time the Eighth lost one-third of

its fighting strength. Early in June it was engaged

with the enemy at Cold Harbor, and from June 16th

to August 27th in skirmishes and siege-work around

Petersburg, losing heavily. The following four

weeks were spent on the James River, picketing the

Bermuda Hundred post, and September 27th the

regiment lost seventy-three men in the storming of

Battery Harrison. This was the last general engage-

ment of the regiment, which was mustered out Dec.

12, 1865."

The regiment saw severe service, and participated

in the following engagements : Newbern, Fort Macon,

Antietam, Fredericksburg, Fort Hagar, Walthall

Junction, Fort Darling, Cold Harbor, Petersburg,

Fort Harrison. There were killed, 72 ; died of

wounds, 40 ; died of disease, 132
;
missing, 11. •

THE NINTH REGIMENT

was mustered into the service in the fall of 1861 as

the " Irish Regiment," under the command of Thomas
W. Caliill, of Hartford, with Richard Fitzgibbons, of

Bridgeport, lieutenant-colonel. It had one company
from Bridgeport, mainly commanded by Thomas C.

Coats, with R. A. Clancy first lieutenant and G. W.
Morehouse second lieutenant.

Its princi2)al engagements were Baton Rouge,

Chackaloo Station, Deep Bottom, and Cedar Creek.

Mustered out Aug. 3, 1865.

THE TENTH KEGIMENT

was recruited in the fall of 1861, and mustered into

the service during September and October of that

year, with Charles L. Russell, of Derby, as colonel,

and A. W. Drake, of Hartford, as lieutenant-colonel.

There were two companies from this county,—G,
from Stamford, 'New Canaan, Darien, Bridgeport,

Wilton, and Norwalk, and I, from Greenwich. Com-
pany G was commanded by Isaac L. Hoyt, captain,

George W. Smith, first lieutenant, and Thomas
Miller, second lieutenant. The oflScers of Company
I were,—Captain, Daniel M. Mead; first lieutenant,

Isaac 0. Close ; second lieutenant, Thomas R. Mead.

The regiment left for the seat of war in October,

and was assigned to Gen. Burnside's command. The

Tenth received its baptism of fire at the battle of

Roanoke Island, where it fought nobly, and its gallant

colonel, Russell, was killed while leading the charge.

"A month later the regiment lost twenty-three

killed and wounded in the battle of Newbern, and
then had rest from close warfare until the 14th of

December. It then participated in the sanguinary

battle of Kingston, N. C, and lost one hundred and
six officers and men, and only two days later was
in another fight at Whitehall. March 28, 1863, after

a winter's rest, the Tenth was in the battle of Sea-

brook Island, S. C, and spent the spring, summer,

and fall before Charleston. December found the

regiment in Florida, where twenty-two men were lost

in a fight at St. Augustine.
" In the spring of 1864 the regiment went to Vir-

ginia, and suffered the loss of all the garrison and
camp equipage and regimental and company records

by the sinking at Norfolk of the transport on which
they were stored. Its first fight in the Virginia

camj^aign was at AVhitehall Junction, May 7th, and
from this time the history of the organization shows

battle after battle clear through to the surrender of

Appomattox, the Tenth being 'in at the death' "

{Battle Flag Bay).

A total of 2124 was credited to the organization

during its existence, embracing the original 996 ; re-

cruits, 848 ; re-enlisted veterans, 280. Casualties

:

Killed in action, 57 ; died of wounds, 59 ; died of dis-

ease, 152.

The regiment sustained a very heavy loss of officers

by death and otherwise.
.
It had four colonels during

its first eighteen months of service.

The Tenth participated in the following engage-

ments : Roanoke Island, siege of Charleston and St.

Augustine, Walthall Junction, Drury's Blufi", Ber-

muda Hundred, Strawberry Plains, Deep Bottom,

Deep Run, siege of Petersburg, Laurel Hill Church,

New Market Road, Darbytown Road, Johnson's Plan-

tation, Hatche's Run, Fort Gregg, and Appomattox
Court-House.

THE TWELFTH REGIMENT

was organized and mustered, into the service in the

winter of 1861-62, with Henry C. Deming as colonel

and Ledyard Colburn as lieutenant-colonel. One
company was from this countj^, raised principally in

Norwalk, Brookfield, New Canaan, Westjjort, Ridge-

port, Danbury, Weston, and Newtown. Stephen D.

Byxbee was captain, Gilbert Bogart first lieutenant,

and E. H. Nearing second lieutenant.

The regiment saw severe service, and in conse-

quence of its heavy losses, which had nearly deci-

mated the regiment, it was reorganized in October,

1863, as the Twelfth Battalion, under command of

Lieut.-Col. Lewis. Casualties: Killed, 50; died of

wounds, 16 ; of disease, 188.

It was in the following battles : Georgia Landing,

Pattersonville, Berwick, Port Hudson, Winchester,
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Fisher's Hill, and Cedar Creek. Mustered out Aug.

12, 1865.

THE THIRTEENTH REGIMENT

was organized in November, 1861, and mustered into

the service with Henry W. Birge as colonel, and Al-

exander Warner as lieutenant-colonel.

One company was enlisted from this county, of

which Apollos Comstock was captain, William E.

Bradley first lieutenant, and William C. Beecher

second lieutenant.

The regiment enjoys the distinction of having been

in the service longer than any other Connecticut or-

ganization. In January, 1864, the Thirteenth almost

to a man re-enlisted. In the following December it

was consolidated into five companies, called "The
Veteran Battalion Thirteenth Connecticut Volun-

teers."

During the regiment's long service it participated

in numerous hard-fought battles, a few of which are

here enumerated : Georgia Landing, Irish Bend,

siege of Port Hudson,. Cane River, Mansura, Ope-

quan, Winchester, and Fisher's Hill. It was mus-

tered out April 25, 1866, and paid otf May 5th follow-

ing, having been in the service four years and six

months.

THE FOURTEENTH REGIMENT.*-

The Fourteenth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers,

the first response of the State to President Lincoln's

call for three hundred thousand more troops, was

mustered into the service of the United States at

Camp Foote, Hartford, Aug. 23, 1862, and two days

later, with ranks one thousand and fifteen strong,

under command of Col. Dwight Morris, marched

through the streets of Hartford and embarked for the

seat of war. All the way out its journey was a kind

of triumphal progress. At each landing upon the

river flags fluttered from every house, and the regi-

iment was greeted as it passed with waving handker-

chiefs, cheers, and booming of guns
;
upon the Sound

each passing steamer or tug-boat screamed a saluta-

tion, responded to by the cheers of the troops, and in

passing through New Jersey and Pennsylvania every

farmer would wave his hat and hurrah as the train

shot by, while the houses were gay with bunting, and

at the depots men and women crowded up to shake

hands with the Union volunteers.

In marching across the city at Baltimore the regi-

ment was reviewed by Gen. Wool, of the regular

army, who spoke in high terms of the soldierly bear-

ing of the command, and sent it forward at once to

the front, instead of retaining it for drill and instruc-

tion, as had been originally intended.

After remaining for a few days near Washington

the Fourteenth joined the Army of the Potomac,

then under command of Gen. McClellan, near Rock-

ville, Md., Sept. 10, 1862. It marched up through

* Contributed by M.ij. William B. Hincks.
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Maryland, arriving upon the yjattle-field at South

Mountain just too late to participate in the engage-

ment, and on Sept. 17, 1862, trjok part in the bloody

battle of Antietam, in which the rebel forces were

driven from the State. The loss of the regiment in

this the first of its long series of engagements was

one hundred and twenty-seven killed and wounded,

and its behavior under trying circumstances was very

creditable.

Three months of campaigning ensued, and then

came the sanguinary battle of Fredericksburg,—

a

criminal waste of life upon the part of the com-

mander of the Union army,—in which one hundred

and twenty-one members of the Fourteenth were

rendered hors du combat. " The next great battle in

which the regiment participated was at Chancellors-

ville, in May, 1863, and this was followed by the

forced march through Virginia, Maryland, and Penn-

sylvania, and in July, 1863, by the glorious victorj'

at Gettysburg. On the morning of the third day of

this battle the Fourteenth, by a si^irited charge, cap-

tured a house and barn in the enemy's front, driving

out a number of rebel sharpshooters, and after setting

the building on fire returned to its original line.

Later in the day, in common with the rest of the

Second Corjjs, it endured a tremendous cannonade

from over a hundred rebel guns, after which followed

that wonderful charge of the enemy which is thus

described by a member of the regiment who was an

eye-witness

:

" We rose from the ground, where we had been

lying, stretched our cramjied limbs, and at first

thought that the battle was over. But Maj. Ellis

was wiser than we. 'Now,' said he, 'they mean to

charge with all their infantry. Fall in. Fourteenth !'

and with a little delay the men took their places in

line. ' Foi'ward, guide right !' and in another moment
we were in the place left vacant by the withdrawal

of the battery. Exclusive of the men deployed as

skirmishers in our front, we had only about a hundred

muskets; so that we were obliged, in order to fill the

vacant space, to extend the line until it consisted of

but a single rank. Belts were now loosened, pack-

ages of cartridges taken out and laid upon the low

stone wall in front of us, so that no time might be

lost in reloading, when suddenly there was a hush

for a moment, and everj' eye was turned to the front,

where we could see the rebel infantry emerging from

the woods about a mile away. It took good eyesight

to discover them at fiirst, but presently they are plainly

visible advancing towards us. They come nearer and

nearer, and we can see their three sjilendid lines of

battle stretching away as far as the eye can reach and

advancing in unbroken order across the open plain.

Skirmishers are in their front and a few oflicers ride

in the rear, though most have dismounted, knowing

that there is hot work before them. Away down upon
the left a solitary battery plays upon their advancing

column, and an occasional gun is fired from our ex-
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vtreme right, but, with this exception, our batteries

are silent, and their march is unopposed.

. "Presently the crack of rifles is heard, and little

puffs of smoke rising from the grassy field in our front

show that their advance has come within range of our

skirmishers. Their skirmish-line noisily replies, and

still their lines of battle move steadily forward, the

men carrying their guns at right shoulder shift, and

the red battle-flags floating above their heads. There

is no haste, no appearance of disorder, no swaying of

the lines, and they give the spectator the sense of

wonderful power kept in check by discipline : their

advance seems as resistless as the incoming of the

tide. In a few minutes our skirmishers clamber over

the wall and join us. Townsend, the captain in com-

mand, had wished to collect his detachment and march

it back in a compact body, but this the men did not

see fit to do, so they came singly in open order, firing

as they fell back.

" I thought of Bunker Hill and how our fathers re-

pulsed the British, and wondered what would be our

fortune this day. I felt no terror at all (a touch of

which I had previously experienced when lying down
exposed to the fire of all that artillery), only a kind

of serious expectation and an anxiety for the enemy
to move faster, so as to come within range of our

Aveapons. None of our oflScers were at all wanting in

their duty, but we were all ofiicers this day, and passed

low words of encouragement from one to another down
the line. I remember telling those near me to reserve

their fire, so as not to waste a shot, and to aim low,

and asking them to pass the message along.

" The rebels had now approached very close
;

still,

hardly a head could have been visible to them as we
crouched behind the low stone wall. At a point about

twenty rods from us their line was somewhat broken

by the remaining portions of two fences that had
bounded a narrow lane or farm-road which extended

along our front. As they rose over the top of the

first fence and sprang down into the lane, and again

rose upon the top of the second, they were altogether

too tempting a mark to be resisted, and, so far as I

heard, without a word of command being given, a

sheet of flame burst from our line. My own wish

would have been to reserve our fire until they had

come even nearer, but perhaps I was wrong. They
still pressed on, however, for some distance, when they

wavered and halted. Several of their color-bearers

now advanced swiftly, apparently in obedience to

previous orders, and, attended by their color-guards,

planted their battle-flags in the ground, one in par-

ticular directly in front of the centre of our regiment

and not ten rods away. Finding our fire too hot to

be endured, these brave men threw themselves upon

the ground around their flags, waiting for their com-

rades to advance and rally round them.
" On our part, we loaded and fired incessantly. It

may seem extravagant, but it is the simple truth, that

the enemy's line broke and commenced to fall back

in front of the Fourteenth sooner than anywhere else,

for the reason that most of us were armed with breech-

loading guns, which could be loaded and fired with

great rapidity, and which did terrible execution.

" Remembering their own tactics, we no sooner saw

them commence to waver than we gave a tremendous

yell,—not a hurrah, but a wild, fierce cry that was
taken up all down our line. We now turned our aim
with fearful effect upon their second line, already dis-

ordered by the retreating fragments of the first. Am-
munition coming short, we begged, borrowed, and
almost fought with each other for cartridges. We
continued to yell and fire simultaneously. The rebel

officers vainly strove to rally their men ; their ranks

were soon broken ; all semblance of order ceased, and

what had advanced as an army began falling back as

a mob. Not all at once, or rapidly, however. They
still turned and fired as they retreated, and here and

there made a brief stand.

"We now became conscious of the voice of Maj.

Ellis crying for us to fire ' left oblique,' and turned

our aim in that direction ; and indeed it was time, for

the regiment upon our left had been hard pressed,

and had almost given way. The rebels had advanced

closer to them than at any other point, and had nearly

pierced their line. Just as we turned a daring South-

erner leai^ed lightly upon one of the guns which had

been left behind when the battery retired for Avant of

horses to remove it, and waved his hat or his hand for

his comrades to follow him. He did not remain there

a single instant, but fell riddled through, and, owing

to our cross-fire, the rebels at this point also were soon

in full retreat."

In this engagement the Fourteenth captured five

rebel colors belonging to the following regiments,

—

First Tennessee, Fourteenth Tennessee, Sixteenth

North Carolina, Fifty-second North Carolina, and

the Fourth Virginia. Besides these trophies, it also

captured more than its own number of rebel prisoners.

Its loss in the action was sixty-six out of a force of

about one hundred and sixty.

Not a few excellent men—among them Captains

Hawley, Doten, Goddard, and Fiske—were taken

from this regiment by generals of brigade and divi-

sion in the Second Corps to serve as staff'-ofl[icers, but

comrades of theirs equally brave remained with the

command.
However culpable in its temerity, it warms one's

heart to remember the exploit of Lieut.-Col. Moore,

when, upon a certain occasion, as " officer of the day,"

he inspected the division picket-line. In full regi-

mentals, with crimson sash crossing his breast, he

stepped boldly over the parapet of "Fort Hell,"

before Petersburg, and, disdaining the shelter of in-

trenchments, walked erect down to the picket-line

and began his rounds, owing his life solely to the ad-

miration of the scores of rebel sharpshooters not two

hundred yards away.

Better worthy of admiration, though, is the quiet
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heroism of gallant Maj. Broatcli, who, at Morton's

Ford, when his right hand was shattered by a bullet,

caught up his sword with his left and continued to

pursue the retreating enemy, or are some of the in-

stances given by Capt. Goddard in his graceful " Me-
morial of the Deceased Officers of the Fourteenth

Connecticut Volunteers."

Nor were such examples of courage found only

among the commissioned officers. Time would fail to

speak of instances like that of Sergt. Russell Glenn,

thrice wounded, the last time just in the act of enter-

ing the enemy's works ; or of Edwin Stroud, who am-
jjutated a part of his own shattered foot with his

pocket-knife ; or of the gallant fellows who, at Gettys-

burg and upon other fields, at the risk of their lives,

ventured out under fire to relieve the sufferings of

their wounded opponents.

It is impossible, also, to speak in detail here of the

wearj' marches of the Fourteenth, or of each of its

numerous engagements. Let two quotations conclude

this very imperfect sketch,—the first an extract from

the final official report of Col. Theodore G. Ellis, and
the concluding one from a history of the regimental

colors, published in connection with the exercises on
" Battle-Flag Day," Sept. 17, 1879.

EXTRACT FROM OFFICIAL REPORT.

" It is worthy of note that this regiment, during the

three years that it was in active service, was never

taken away from the front. It participated in all the

great battles fought by the Army of the Potomac
after it went into the field in the latter part of August,

1862, until the fall of Eichniond and the surrender of

Lee. It has taken part in thirty-three (33) battles

and skirmishes. The regiment has captured five col-

ors and four guns from the enemy in fair fight, and

more prisoners than the original number of the regi-

ment, and at Reams' Station drew off part of Mc-
Knight's and part of the Third New Jersey Batteries,

which had been left to the enemy. The actual loss in

killed and wounded has been upwards of eight hun-

dred, besides the many, counted as missing, who
occupy unknown graves in the Wilderness and around

Petersburg.

" In repeated instances the regimental commanders
have earned and received commendation from their

superior officers, but, from a feeling of modesty, have

not recorded it. The character and standing of the

regiment in the field was considered of the greatest

importance, and little was done for reputation at

home. A high state of discipline was always main-

tained ; so that the regiment was called ' the Four-

teenth Regulars,' and which obtained for it a reputa-

tion unsurpassed by any other. While under my com-

mand the regiment never, even under the hottest fire,

gave way or fell back without orders, and often held

its position with fixed bayonets after the ammuni-
tion was exhausted. The regimental band, which was

second to noue in the army, took its share of praise."
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MEMORANDA RESPECTING THE COLORS OF T/fE FOUB-
TEENTU REGIMENT CONNECTICLT VOLLNTEEItS.

"Battle of Anthtam.—The staffof the United States

color was shot in two by a bullet, and the eagle's hea/I

knocked off by a piece of shell. The color-bearer,

Sergt. Thomas J. Mills, of New London, who had

been a lieutenant in the First Connecticut Heavy
Artillery, was mortally wounded, when Sergt. George

Augustus Foote, of Guilford, volunteered Uj take hi.s

place, and carried the flag the remainder of the day.

Another member of the color-guard is said to have

been killed in this engagement, but his name is un-

known to the writer.

"Battle of FrederickHburg.—The regiment was badly

cut up in the charge upon Marye's Heights, and

Sergt. Charles E. Dart, of Rockville, who carried the

State flag, was mortally wounded. Sergt. George

Augustus Foote attempted to fill his place, but was

shot in the leg and fell. His biograjdier, Capt. God-

dard, says, 'After lying on the field a short time he

tried to rise, but was instantly fired upon again by the

rebels, wounding him slightly in the head and in the

hip. All the rest of that awful day he lay still where

he had fallen. Three times our men charged over

him, of course trampling on his wounded leg, while

he, half delirious, begged them to kill him to end hi*

sufferings. But no one had time then to attend to one

poor wounded fellow. That night he managed to

crawl off to a little hut near the field, where some

other wounded men had hung out a yellow flag. Here
they lay with a little hard-tack, and still less water,

till the third day after the fight, when they were vis-

ited by a rebel officer with a few men. He spoke

roughly to them, asking what they were here for, and

two or three began whining and saying thej* did not

want to fight the South, but were drafted and obliged

to come, when Foote coolly lifted his head and said,

"/came to fight rebels, and I have fought them ; and

if ever I get well I will come back and fight them
again." " Bully for you," said the officer; " you are a

boy that I like," and at once gave him some water out

of his own canteen, sent one of his men for more
water, washed his leg and foot and bound it up as well

as he could, paroled him, and helped him across the

river to the Lacy House hospital. In fact, he and his

men gave him a blanket and cheered him as the

Avagon drove off.'

" The State flag was picked up, not far from the

famous sunken road held by the rebel infantry, by
AVilliam B. Hincks and Frederick B. Doten, of Bridge-

port. It remained in their keeping during the day,

and they brought it safely from the field at the close

of the engagement. Sergt. Dart died at St. Mary's

Hospital, Washington, D. C, Jan. 6, 1863. The con-

stitution of Sergt. (afterwards Lieut.) Foote was im-

paired by his wound, which was eventually the cause

of his death.

"Battle of ChanccUor»vUlc.—Sergt. Samuel Webster,

of Sprague, who carried the United States flag, was
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wounded in the arm, and was afterwards transferred

to the Invalid Corps.

"Battle of MortovJs Ford.—Sergt. Amory Allen, of

Hartford, bearer of the United States flag, and Corp.

Robert A. Chadwick, of East Lyme, one of the color-

guard, were killed in charging upon the enemy. Corp.

John Hirst, of Rockville, took the flag after Sergt.

Allen fell, and carried it during the remainder of the

engagement.

"Battle of Hatcher^ s Rim.—Corp. Henry Hospodsky,

of Rockville, was wounded while acting as color-

guard.

"Battle of the Wilderness.—On the morning of the

second day's fight the brigade to which the Four-

teenth belonged drove back the rebel outf)osts for up-

wards of half a mile. The enemy was then heavily

reinforced, and poured in upon us perhajjs the most

destructive fire we ever experienced. After a severe

conflict the brigade, as an organization, including the

general commanding and his staff, fell back nearly or

quite to the cross-roads from whence we started in the

morning. The colors of the Fourteenth, however,

did not fall back more than about a hundred yards,

and were the only ones which were not swept away by

the deadly hail. It being almost impossible to hear

ftn order in the horrible din, the adjutant took the

color-bearer by the shoulder, and, pointing to the

trunk of a fallen tree, shouted for him to kneel by it.

Many officers and men of the Fourteenth then rallied

around the colors, together with a handful from other

regiments. Other members of the Fourteenth ex-

tended the line by deploying as skirmishers and fight-

ing from behind trees, Indian fashion. They com-

pletely checked the rebel line of battle and caused it

to fall back in disorder, and ' held the fort' for several

hours, until relieved by fresh troops. Corp. Charles

W. Norton, of Berlin, was severely wounded at this

time while guarding the flag. Later in the day,

during an attack by Longstreet's corps, Corp. Henry
K. Lyon, of New Haven, a brave recruit who carried

the United States color, was mortally wounded.

Handing the flag to Lieut.-Col. Moore, he said, 'Take

it, colonel; I have done my best.' Col. Moore gave

it to John Hirst, of Rockville. The regiment at this

time was almost surrounded and in danger of being

captured, but Sergt. Hirst brought the flag safely from

the field, and carried it from that time through every

battle until he safely deposited it in Hartford after

the regiment was mustered out. The State color had
also a narrow escape from capture at this time, its

bearer having planted it in the ground while attend-

ing to his wounded comrade, Corp. Lyon ; but it was

saved by the promptness and courage of Sergt. Thomp-
son. Corp. Robert Wolfe, of Waterbury, a member
of the color-guard, was wounded in this engagement,

and subsequently at the battle of Reams' Station.

"Battle of Spott.gylvania Court-House.—Following is

an extract from Col. Ellis' official report

:

" ' We captured a great number of prisoners, whom

we sent to the rear in charge of Capt. Nickels. We
pursued the flying enemy for about a quarter of a

mile, when I found our men becoming scattered, our

colors in advance of any other troops, and the fire

from the enemy's second line of works becoming seri-

ous. I therefore ordered our men to fall back to the

first line of works. In this line were the enemy's

cannon, which were all captured. Many of these

guns were turned on the enemy. Two of them were

worked by men of the Fourteenth, under direction of

Lieut.-Col. Moore and Lieut. Morgan. These guns

were all drawn off by our men.
"

' The first State flag of the Fourteenth Regiment,

becoming unfit for further use by reason of hard ser-

vice, was sent home to Hartford in August, 1863, and
its place supplied by another furnished by the State

of Connecticut. This in turn, together with its com-

panion, the United States flag, became at length very

dilapidated, so that during the latter part of the war
they were but seldom unfurled. Sergt. (afterwards

Lieut.) Joseph F. Thompson, of Hartford, who car-

ried the State color on many hard-fought fields, and
always with credit to himself and regiment, had the

good fortune to escape unwounded. Sergt. John
Geatly, of Bridgeport, Corps. George C. Boomer, of

Hartford, Fred. W. Beardsley, of Orange, Andrew
Flood, of Chatham, and Eugene Hart, of Hartford,

were among their brave defenders, with others whose

names the writer regrets that he cannot now remember.

From the foregoing incidents, and by reference to the

official reports, it will be seen that these colors passed

through not only numerous minor actions, but also

some of the severest battles of the war, such as An-
tietam, Fredericksburg, the Wilderness, etc. They
were also present at Gettysburg, when five rebel

colors were captured by the Fourteenth. When the

enemy had burned the bridge over the Potomac at

Harper's Ferry, the men of the Fourteenth forded

the river and marched ujj through the city with fly-

ing colors, passing the ruins of the arsenal and the

engine-house where Old John Brown had stood at

bay against the State of Virginia. As they marched

the band played and the battalion joined in the

chorus,

—

"
' John Brown's body lies mouldering in the grave,

His soul goes marching on !'

" The colors of the Fourteenth also witnessed the fall

of Petersburg and the final surrender of Gen. Lee's

army, and floated proudly upon the breeze on a cer-

tain memorable day in May, 1865, when the regiment,

at the head of the Second Army Corps, marched

through the city of Richmond in triumph, passing on

the route Libby Prison, Castle Thunder, and Belle

Island, where not a few of our men had been con-

fined. A Union woman, rushing from the crowd,

begged the color-sergeant for one of the tattered frag-

ments of the United States flag as a relic. They were

also unfurled at the grand review at Washington in
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I860, and more recently on Battle-Flag Day at Hart-

ford, Sept. 17, 1879. Many other incidents connected

with their history might be narrated, and it is to be

regretted that the names of some of those who fell in

their immediate defense have escaped the memory of

the writer. Perhaps the spirit which animated these

men has never been better expressed than in the fol-

lowing lines by an anonymous writer in the Atlantic

Monthly :

" ' " At dawn," lie saij, " I bid them all farewell,

To go where bugles call and rifles gleam;"

And with this latest thought he fell asleep

And glided into dream.

"
' Before him lay a broad hot plain.

Through it a level river slowly drawn:

He moved with a vast host, and at its head

Streamed banners like the dawn.

"
' There came a blinding fl.ash, a deafening roar,

And dissonant cries of terror and dismay

;

Blood trickled down the river's reedy shore,

And with the dead he lay.

'•
' The morn broke in upon his solemn dream,

Yet still with kindling eye,

" Where bugles call," he said, " and rifles gleam,

I follow though I die
!"

" ' Wise youth ! by few is glory's wreath obtained,

But death or soon or late awaiteth all

;

To fight in freedom's cause is something gained.

And nothing lost to fall.'

"

TWENTY-THIRD KEGIMENT.*

The Twenty-third Regiment was recruited mainly

from Bridgeport, Danbury, Waterbury, Newtown,

Fairfield, Georgetown, Bethel, Naugatuck, Ansonia,

Trumbull, and Watertown, during the months of

August, September, and October, 1862. It was de-

signed as a nine-months' regiment, though every man
served a year, and some two years before being mus-

tered out of service.

The companies rendezvoused at Cami) Terry, Oyster

Point, New Haven, early in September, where they

commenced the drill, and did guard duty until the

16th of November, when they embarked on the Sound
steamer " Elm City" for " Camp Buckingham," at

Centreville Race Course, near Jamaica, L. I.

This regiment was under the command of Col.

Charles E. L. Holmes, of Waterbury, with Charles

W. Wordin, of Bridgeport, for lieutenant-colonel, and

David H. Miller, of Georgetown, as major.

Camp Buckingham was a mud-hole of the worst

possible description, and the Twenty-third pitched

tents in a rain-storm that lasted a week.

November 30th the regiment marched twelve miles

to the foot of Atlantic Street, Brooklyn, thence on

board the " Che Kiang," a river steamer, totally unfit

for "outside" weather; and because of being over-

* Contributed by Capt. Wm. H. May,

loaded, after three days. Companies H and I of the

Twenty-Third, with one company of the Twenty-

eighth and another of the Twenty-fifth Connecticut

Volunteers, were transferred to the barracks at Pier

1 , New York. All but these companies left New York

City for the Gulf of Mexico, on the "Che Kiang,"

Dec. 3, 1862. The steamer was nearly swamped in a

terrific storm on the night of December 5th, and the

suffering on board for several days was very great.

They arrived at Ship Island on the 11th.

The portion of the regiment left in barracks at New
York received orders, December 12tli, to go on board

the ship " Windermere," while the balance were dis-

patched on the ship " Planter," an old hulk that was

wrecked off Florida Keys.- A few stragglers reached

Louisiana on the ship " Alice Counce."

These divisions arrived at New Orleans at long in-

tervals apart, and when once there were assigned to

guard duty along the eighty miles of the New Orleans,

Opelousas and Great Western Railroad, and kept at

such duty almost continuously till their term of ser-

vice had expired, though they repeatedly a-sked that

they might be relieved and sent to the front. The

Twenty-third was never brigaded, but left to itself,

shunned by jjaymasters for many months, kept a year

instead of nine months in service, and its officers, most

of them, confined nearly fourteen months in rebel

prison-pens.

June 20, 1863, the rebels under Gen. Dick Taylor

captured Terre Bonne, and on the' 21st drove in the

pickets of the Twenty-third at Lafourche Crossing.

The same night the rebels made several attempts to

cajiture Lafourche, but were repulsed with three hun-

dred and seventy killed and wounded. Federal loss,

thirty wounded and nine killed.

The rebels shelled Brashear City on the 23d, which

being defended almost solely by convalescents was at

last forced to surrender. The officers captured by

Taylor were all marched to Tyler, Smith Co., Texas

(Camp Ford), and held nearly fourteen months, while

the men were paroled, and Aug. 9, 1863 (Sunday), at

one o'clock p.m., left New Orleans on a Mississippi

River steamboat, " homeward bound." They arrived

at New Haven, Conn., at six a.m. August 24th, and

were welcomed with military and civic honors.

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT.

This regiment was organized Oct. 11, 1862, at New
Haven, and was mustered into the United States

service November 15th, with the following officers:

Colonel, Samuel P.Ferris; lieutenant-colonel, Whc-
lock T. Batcheller

;
major, William B. Wescomc

;
adju-

tant, Charles H. Brown
;
quartermaster, Milton Brad-

ley, Jr.
;
chaplain, Richard Wheatley

;
sergeant-major,

William A. Bailey
;
quartermaster-sergeant, Wilfred

H. Mattson
;

commissary-sergeant, N. B. Bennett

;

hospital steward, William E. Bissell; surgeon. Ran-

som P. Lyon ; first assistant surgeon, Levi 8. Pease

;

second assistant surgeon, Henry Rockwell.
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LINE-OFFICERS.

Company A.—Captain, Francis R. Leeds ; first lieu-

tenant, Philip Lever; second lieutenant, F. R. War-
ner.

Company B.—Captain, Cyrus D. Jones; first lieu-

tenant, Charles Durand ; second lieutenant, Henry L.

Wilmot.

Company C.—Captain, L. R. McDonougli ; first

lieutenant, William M. Whitney ; second lieutenant,

J. C. Taylor.

Company D.—Captain, David D. Hoag ; first lieu-

tenant, Charles M. Booth ; second lieutenant, Levi

Hungerford.

Company E.—Captain, Charles B. Landon ; first

lieutenant, Joseph Bostvvick ; second lieutenant. War-
ren C. Dailey.

Company F.—Captain, L. B. Wheelock ; first lieu-

tenant, C. P. Newman ; second lieutenant, Jabez Al-

ford.

Company G.—Captain, T. L. Beckwith; first lieu-

tenant, William Mitchell; second lieutenant, Henry
Ayres.

Company H.—Captain, George W. Middleton ; first

lieutenant, James Kiley; second lieutenant, Thomas
G. Bennett.

The regiment left New Haven November 18th, and

proceeded to Camp Buckingham, L. I. Here it re-

mained until the 28th, when, having been assigned

to the Department of the South, it embarked on the
" Che Kiang" fo:^,. a Southern clime. The Twenty-

third Connecticut also embarked in the same steamer,

thus crowding fourteen hundred men in quarters

which would comfortably accommodate about eight

hundred.

The steamer weighed anchor at ten A.M., December
3d, with sealed orders, which finally assigned the regi-

ments to Ship Island, La. During the voyage a storm

arose, and for twelve hours the heavily-laden steamer

battled with the angry waves which lashed in fury

about it, seeming every moment to swallow it up in

the awful abyss. During tlie night, while the storm

was on, an officer sent the intelligence, " We shall

never see another sunrise ; the vessel cannot stand it

much longer." The vessel, however, rode safely on,

and the voyage was completed in safety.

December 12th the regiment disembarked on Ship

Island. On the 17th it re-embarked for New Or-

leans, and after stopping a few hours in the city

started for Camp ParajDet, some seven miles up

the river, where it landed and pitched tents, but

was immediately ordered to re-embark for Pensacola,

Fla. By eleven that night it was on board again and

ready for starting. It reached Pensacola Monday
morning, and stacked its arms on the Grand Plaza.

On the 20th it was ordered to evacuate Pensacola and

go to the Barrancas Navy-Yard, where it remained

until May 20th, when it was ordered to take the

steamer "Crescent" and proceed to Brasliear City,

La. On the 25th it was ordered to Port Hudson, and

at noon reached Springfield Landing, having now
come within hearing distance of the strife of arms.

Marching twelve miles towards the scene of conflict,

it found itself now, by some oversight of the move-

ment, right between the two contending armies. It

fairly ran the gauntlet, escaping unharmed, and, the

next day, after a march of about thirty miles, when
four might have sufficed, it reached Grover's division,

to which it had been assigned. Until June 3d it here

suffered, as soldiers often do, for want of rest and
food, when it was ordered to the front. At this time

Col. Ferris was acting brigadier, with Maj. Wescome
in charge of the regiment.

The regiment was now called upon to test the

music of whistling balls, and there was for the present

to be no more rest for it. June 4th it was ordered to

be ready to go into the rifle-pits. In spite of blunder-

ing movements. Company A in advance, it at length

reached the pits, where it spent the night. The next

day until eight in the evening the men did their best,

"firing fast and well" to harm the enemy, when they

were ordered back to camp. This move was executed

without loss, and the regiment next did good service

in the trenches.

The regiment participated in the second assault on

Port Hudson, when it lost fifty-nine killed, wounded,

and missing. Among the killed were Capt. Hoag, of

New Milford, and Lieut. Durand, of Stamford. This

was one of the most desperate charges made during

the Rebellion, but in that holocaust of fire not a man
in that noble legion shrank from his duty.

After the surrender of the place the Twenty-eighth

did garrison duty until the expiration of its term of

service. The regiment lost,—killed, 9; died of wounds,

9 ; died of disease, 65. It was mustered out at New
Haven, Aug. 28, 1863.

COMPANY D, FIRST REGIMENT OP CONNECTICUT
CAVALRY.*-

The First Connecticut Cavalry was first organized

as a battalion of two squadrons of two comijanies each,

the companies consisting each of three officers and

seventy-six rank and file. There were also ten field-

and staff-officers. It was ordered by the then Gover-

nor of Connecticut, His Excellency William A. Buck-

ingham, to be recruited, one company from each of

the four congressional districts of the State. He au-

thorized L. N. Middlebrook, Esq., of Bridgeport, then

lately a major of the Connecticut militia, to recruit

the company for the congressional district comj^rising

Fairfield and Litchfield Counties, he having volun-

teered his services for this purpose. The recruiting

of this company, afterwards designated as Company
D, was commenced by Maj. Middlebrook, Oct. 4, 1861,

in the city of Bridgeport, and completed Oct. 22, 1861,

Mr. Middlebrook having enlisted as a private with the

* Contributed by L. N. Middlebrook.
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other recruits, and borne all the expenses of recruit-

ing the company from his j^rivate resources.

On the last-named date he took the company into

camp at Meriden, Conn., where a cavalry camp of in-

struction Avas formed under the command of Maj.

Boardman, of the First Governor's Hoi-sc-Guards, of

Hartford. Maj. Middlebrook was appointed captain

of Company D by Governor Buckingham, his com-

mission dating from Oct. 18, 1861 ; William E. Mor-

ris, of Roxbury, Conn., and Richard R. Crawford, of

Bridgeport, Conn., being at the same time appointed

first and second lieutenants respectively.

Upon the retirement of Maj. Boardman from com-

mand of the camp, which occurred soon after, the

command of the battalion was tendered to Capt. Mid-

dlebrook, who declined to accept that position, prefer-

ring to remain with his company. On Dec. 17, 1861,

Judson M. Lyon, Esq., of Woodstock, Conn., was

appointed by the Governor major of the battalion,

and Capt. Middlebrook was designated first captain of

the First Squadron, composed of Comi^anies B and D.

The battalion remained in camp at Meriden until

Feb. 20, 1862, when it took the field in the Depart-

ment of West Virginia, then under the command of

Maj.-Gen. W. S. Rosecrans. The battalion, under

Maj. Lyon, was soon employed in active military oper-

ations in the mountain regions of this department,

among which were leading the advance of Gen.

Schenck's forced march from Moorefield to the relief

of Gen. Milroy, at McDowell, West Va., and the con-

sequent battles of McDowell, May 8, and of Franklin,

May 11 and 12, 1862. It was also assigned the hon-

orable post of rear-guard in the two days' retreat upon

Franklin of Gen. Schenck's and Gen. Milroy's forces

before Stonewall Jackson's pursuing army.

When Gen. J. C. Fremont assumed command of the

Mountain Department the battalion became thereby

a part of his forces, and under Maj. Lyon was assigned

the post of advance-guard of his army during the

principal part of his celebrated seven days' forced

march through the mountains into the Shenandoah

Valley to the relief of Gen. N. P. Banks, Capt. Mid-

dlebrook commanding his own squadron and a detach-

ment from Gen. Fremont's body-guard, and being the

first to encounter the enemy, at daylight, May 28th,

charging and routing their cavalry posted at Wardens-

ville, Va., at which point the Union army was seeking

to deploy from the mountain-passes into the Shenan-

doah Valley.

In the eight days' retreat of Stonewall Jackson up

the Shenandoah Valley, which immediately succeeded,

the battalion, including Company D, was daily en-

gaged, participating, under Capt. Middlebrook, act-

ing as its major, among other engagements, in the

desperate cavalry fight at Harrisonburg, Va., June

6th, in which the Confederate cavalry general Ashby

was killed, and the battles of Cross-Keys, June 8, and

Port Republic, June 9, 1862.

Upon the resignation of the command of this de-
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partment by Gen. Fremont, the battalion, with Com-

pany D, became a i>art of the forces of Maj.-Gen.

Franz Sigel, commanding the First Army Corps of

the Army of Virginia, under Gen. John Pope. Under

this general this comj)any, as a part of the battalion

commanded by Capt. Middlebrook, acting major, par-

ticipated in all the operations of the Army of Vir-

ginia in 1862, under Gen. Pope, including, among

others, the battles of Cedar Mountain, Rappahannwk
Station, Groveton, Second Manassas, and Chantilly.

Soon after the close of the campaign under Pope,

the battalion, including Company D, was relieved from

active duty in the field, and assigned to duty as pro-

vost-guard, being stationed at the city of Baltimore,

in the Middle Department; There it remained until

Feb. 3, 1863, when it was attached to the Army of the

Potomac and took the field again, having in the mean

time been raised to a full regiment of twelve com-

panies. Company D, as a part thereof, henceforth

took part in all the operations of the Army of the

Potomac, until Aug. 8, 1864, when it was transferred

with the remainder of the regiment to the Army of

the Shenandoah, under Gen. Phil Sheridan, and sub-

sequently served under Gen. Sheridan in all the clos-

ing oi^erations of the war, previous to and after the

fall of Richmond, and was mustered out with its regi-

ment, at Washington, D. C, Aug. 2, 1865.

This company was in many respects a remarkable

comjjany of men. With a single exception they were

all of American nativity and of superior intelligence

and education. As an evidence of this, it is sufficient

to state that no less than seventeen commissioned

officers were taken from its original ranks. Fifty-

eight of its original number were enlisted from Fair-

field County, of which number Bridgeport furnished

thirty-one, Trumbull six, Fairfield six, Wilton five,

Newtown four, Huntington three, Danbury two, and

Stamford one. Of the remaining twenty-one, seven

were enlisted from Litchfield County, and the balance

from various places throughout the State. All of the

original company but one were citizens and residents

of Connecticut. The company received during its

service in the field ninety-three recruits, all of whom
were citizens of Connecticut, ten of them from Fair-

field County, and the balance from different places

throughout the State.

Among the engagements in which this company
participated, in addition to those mentioned, were the

battles of Spottsylvania Court-House, Hanover Court-

House, Ashland, Winchester, Cedar Creek, Waynes-
boro', Five Forks, Harper's Farm, and very many
other lesser battles, all in West Virginia and Vir-

ginia.

TBE SECOND LIGHT BATTERY.

This battery was organized in August, 1862, when
the glamour of military pomp had passed away and

grim-visaged war in all its horrors stood out in awful

vision before the people of this country. It was com-
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posed of two Bridgeport militia organizations, and

was officered as follows : Captain, John W. Sterling

;

first lieutenants, Walter S. Hotclikiss and Philip B.

Segee ; second lieutenants, George Hunger and Philo

B. Sherman
;
quartermaster-sergeant, Frank H. Whit-

ing (promoted to second lieutenant, April 1, 1864).

The battery left for the front Oct. 15, 1862, and was

assigned to the Army of the Potomac. It was soon after

assigned to the " Artillery Reserve," under Gen. R. 0.

Tyler, and participated in the memorable contest at

Gettysburg, having three men wounded. After wearily

traversing Maryland for a month the battery camped

on Meridian Hill, near Washington. In August it

was sent to New York during the draft troubles, and

returned to Washington during December. February,

1864, found it transferred to the Department of the

Gulf and stationed at Brashear City, and subsequently

at Algiers, La., at Daujjhin Island, Mobile Harbor.

August 6th the battery took an active part in the en-

gagement at Fort Gaines, and on the 19th in the re-

duction of Fort Morgan. September 8th it returned

to Louisiana, and served until the following Feb-

ruary. Then it was sent to Florida, served at Pensa-

cola and elsewhere, and early in April was engaged

with the enemy near Blakely, Ala., the 9th of the

month witnessing the carrying of their works by as-

sault. The battery soon after returned to Connec-

ticut, and was mustered out at New Haven, Aug. 9,

1865. It lost one killed,—J. S. Mills, of Bridgeport;

one died of wounds, and eighteen of disease.

THE FIRST REGIMENT HEAVY ARTILLERY.

This regiment was organized in the spring of 1861

as the Fourth Infantry, and after six months' service

was changed to an artillery regiment of twelve com-

panies, of one hundred and fifty men each. It was

commanded by Levi Woodhouse, of Hartford, colonel,

and Nelson L. White, of Danbury, lieutenant-colonel.

Company M was recruited in this county, principally

in Bridgeport. Uriah Wallace was captain, William

H. Brown first lieutenant, and Charles W. Gleason

second lieutenant.

The regiment remained in the fortifications around

Washington for a short time, when. Col. Woodhouse
having resigned, it was placed under the command of

Gen.R. O.Tyler and entered the Peninsular campaign.

This regiment had seventy-one guns in the siege-

train. In November, 1862, Col. Tyler was promoted

to be brigadier-general, and Capt. Henry L. Abbott

was made colonel.

The regiment saw active service and particijiated

in the following engagements : Siege of Yorktown,

Hanover Court-House, Gaines' Mills, Malvern Hill,

siege of Fredericksburg, before Fredericksburg (De-

cember, 1862), before Fredericksburg (April 28 to

June 13, 1863), Kelley's Ford, Orange Court-House,

siege of Petersburg, siege of Richmond, Fort Fisher.

Casualties : Killed, 26 ; died of wounds, 23 ; died of

disease, 161. It was mustered out in September, 1865.

CHAPTER V. •

MILITARY HISTORY (Continued).

THE SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.*

The Seventeenth Regiment of Connecticut Volun-

teers was organized in an hour of national gloom and

disaster: from the commission of its colonel to its

departure for the front i^o bright sky rifted the war-

cloud; yet the youth wlio filled its ranks, and the

people of the county who backed them, neither

quailed nor halted.

The Seventeenth was the first localized regiment of

the State. It was from the start known as the Fair-

field County Regiment. With few exceptions, its

ranks were filled by her sons. The people of the

county made it their pride and the outlet of their

affection and patriotic efiFort.

Our War-Governor, Buckingham, at first doubted

whether Fairfield County alone could put a regiment

into the field as rajjidly as 'the greed for troops at the

front demanded. It was a most trying hour. The
soul of the whole North, unfiinching before disheart-

ening reverses, aroused to mightier efibrt.

The leading men of the county, who had asked the

appointment of Col. Noble, and that the regiment

might be made up of her sons, quieted the Governor's

doubts
;
they at once turned all their energies to fill

its ranks at the earliest moment. Towns and indi-

viduals devoted to this their time and resources.

Their liberality and energy kept full abreast of their

faith in the cause of the Union.

On July 23, 1862, William H. Noble, of Bridge-

port, was commissioned as' the colonel of the Seven-

teenth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers. In less

than thirty days therefrom, the regiment could have

marched a thousand men to the Iront.

Their camp was on that lovely ground now forming

the larger part of the Bridgeport Seaside Park. No
more healthful or readily reached ground could have

been found. Sea-bathing, fresh breezes, easy access

from every jjoint, vicinity, and town, and the railroad

whose lines stretched through the county and State,

—

all made its choice a wise forethought. Its charming

position, thus so widely made known, doubtless won
its choice for a park.

NOTICES OF INDIVIDUAL OFFICERS.

In the formation of the Seventeenth all the towns

of the county Avere represented, though some fur-

nished only a few members. It was officered as fol-

lows :

Colonel, William H. Noble, of Bridgeport, com-

manding ; brevetted brigadier-general on recommen-

dation of Gen. Grant.

Lieutenant-colonel, Charles Walter, of Bridgeport.

Born in Denmark ; came to America when young

;

* Contributed by Gen. William H. Noble.
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private in Capt. Spcidel's Company of the First Con-

necticut; promoted to be first lieutenant and made
aide-de-camp on Gen. Tyler's staff at the battle of

Bull Eun, where he was captured and spent a year

afterwards in the rebel prisons ; on his return was

made lieutenant-colonel of the Seventeenth, and was

killed at Chancellorsville, May 2, 1863. He was a

man of high education, civil and military, and a

speaker of several languages, a fine musician, and an

accomplished artist.

Major, Allen G. Brady, who had seen service as

lieutenant-colonel in the three months' regiments

;

enlisted and brought Company B to the regiment, and

was made its major ; was wounded at Gettysburg and

transferred to the Veteran Reserves.

Adjutant, A. H. Wilcoxson, of Norwalk, who was

in the battles of Chancellorsville and Gettysburg,

where he distinguished himself by coolness and

daring. He was promoted to be captain of Company
I, and afterwards to be lieutenant-colonel of the regi-

ment ; was mortally wounded at Dunn's Lake, Fla.,

and died afterwards at Tallahassee while a prisoner.

First surgeon, Dr. Robert Hubbard, then and still

a distinguished physician and surgeon of Bridgeport,

who was soon promoted to be acting medical director

of the Eleventh Corjjs, which distinguished position

he held till failing health compelled his resignation.

First assistant surgeon. Dr. Robert D. McEwen, of

Stratford, who remained with the regiment until he

resigned, on Folly Island, S. C, November, 1863.

Second assistant surgeon, Dr. Elijah Gregory, of

Bridgeport, who remained with the regiment till its

muster out ; since deceased.

Quartermaster, First Lieut. Hanford N. Hayes, of

Bridgeport, who resigned his position, July 18, 1863.

Sergeant-major, Theodore Gray, of Bridgeport;

afterwards promoted to be captain of Company K.

Quartermaster-sergeant, John S. Ward, of Bridge-

port ; afterwards promoted to be quartermaster, aud
mustered out with the regiment.

Commissary-sergeant, Josiah L. Day, of Danbury

;

discharged for disability, March 6, 1863 ; succeeded

by Edwin D. Hurd, of Fairfield.

Hospital steward, Jesse S. Nash, of Bridgeport;

discharged for disability, Dec. 29, 1862.

Assistant adjutant, Henry W. Chatfield, of Bridge-

port; afterwards promoted to be sergeant-major, and
for gallant conduct at Chancellorsville, in rallying

and re-forming the regiment, promoted to be adju-

tant, serving with distinguished gallantry at Gettys-

burg, and killed in action at Dunn's Lake, Fla.

Captain of Company A, Douglas Fowler, of Nor-
walk ; a captain in the three months' service, after-

Avards captain in the Eighth Connecticut
;
promoted

to be lieutenant-colonel for gallantry at Chancellors-

ville, and killed in first day's battle at Gettysburg.

Captain of Company B, Charles A. Hobble, of

Darien, who was wounded at Chancellorsville, cap-

tured in Florida, and imprisoned at Andersonville.
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Captain of Company C, James E. Moore; a soldier

of the Mexican war, and a captain in the three

months' service. A faithful officer, serving with dis-

tinguished gallantry at Chancellorsville, and killed in

the first day's figlit at Gettysl)urg.

Captain of Company 1), WiUiam H. Lacy, of

Bridgeport; wounded at Chancellorsville, and re-

signed in May, 1863. He was succeeded by Lieut.

William L. Hubbell, of Bridgeport, who was suc-

cessively promoted to be adjutant, captain of Com-
pany D, and major of the regiment.

Captain of Company E, Henry P. Burr, of West-

port; served with distinguished gallantry at Chancel-

lorsville (where he was taken for a short time pris-

oner) and afterwards at Gettysburg, where, at the

close of the battle, he was in command of the regi-

ment.

Captain of Company F, Enoch Ward, of Norwalk,

who raised his company in three days from nothing

to one hundred and two men; resigned in March,

1863, on account of ill health. He was succeeded by

Lieut. Henry Allen, of Norwalk; aftenvards pro-

moted to be major and lieutenant-colonel of the regi-

ment, which position he held at the close of the war,

his three predecessors having been killed or mortally

wounded in action.

Captain of Company G, James E. Dunham, of

Bridgeport; in the winter of 1862 and 1863, pro-

moted to be provost-marshal on the staff" of Gen.

Devens, First Division, Eleventh Corjis; badly

maimed at Chancellorsville by the fall of his horse,

and unable to march as captain
;
resigned to accept

the position of ca^itain and provost-marshal of the

Fourth District of Connecticut. He was succeeded

by Lieut. Wilson French, of Stratford, who was on

picket at Chancellorsville with his comjjany, and met

the first onslaught of Stonewall Jackson's assault

;

also wounded at Gettysburg, and for a short time a

prisoner ; afterwards provost-marshal of the Eastern

District of Florida, and then captured and taken

prisoner to Andersonville.

Cajitain of Company H, Enos Kellogg, of New
Canaan ; a gallant officer ; in the battles of Chancel-

lorsville and Gettysburg, and in the trenches on

Morris Island. At Volusia, Fla., with only fifty men,

seventy-five miles from any other Union force, he so

fortified his position, aided by Lieut. Euggles of Com-
pany K, that he frightened off the rebel captain Dick-

enson with his artillery aud two hundred mounted

riflemen.

Captain of Company I, D. 0. Benson, of Green-

wich, who died early in his service at Baltimore, ;md

was succeeded by Adjt. Wilcoxson, afterwards lieu-

tenant-colonel.

Captain ofCompany K, J. J. McCarthy, of Fair-

field ; a very gallant officer ; marked for his behavior

as such at the battles of Chancellorsville and Gettys-

burg, and in the trenches on Morris Island ; was spe-

cially selected to head any dangerous or difficult post
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on picket- or skirmish-line ; a bold and fearless oificer
;

resigned at Folly Island in the winter of 1864.

The regiment had no chaplain at its organization,

but the Eev. Alexander R. Thomson, D.D., of the

Second Congregational Church of Bridgei^ort, while

the regiment was in camp, filled the place of two or

three chaplains, procured them a chapel tent and a

library of five hundred volumes, and was most active

in every work to promote the interests, spiritual and

temporal, of the regiment. He would have gone out

with the regiment as its chaplain could he have ob-

tained leave of absence from his congregation ; he

afterwards visited them at Baltimore, and held there

their first divine service and a grand temperance-

meeting. The regiment, from its colonel down, re-

veres and loves him.

He was succeeded by the Rev. Hall, who
joined at Antioch Church, November, 1862, and con-

tinued with the regiment through the battles of Chan-

cellorsville and Gettysburg and until November, 1863.

THE KEGIMEXT IN THE SERVICE.

Aug. 28, 1862, the regiment was mustei'ed into the

United States service. On September 3d following it

took rail for the front. A short time previous, Maj.-

Gen. Franz Sigel, through Capt. I^yon, one of his

staff, had asked consent of the regiment to join his

Eleventh Corps. He was eager to swell his force,

which then was without a Connecticut regiment.

The officers of the Seventeenth gave their unanimous

consent to be so assigned. When it broke camp at

Seaside Park the members of the whole regiment felt,

in the words of the refrain, that they should soon
" fight mit Sigel."

The date of departure had been made known to the

homes of the county ; the friends and kindred of the

regiment turned out a vast throng of anxious hearts

and patriotic sympathy to say farewell. Outside of

Bridgeport, whose citizens crowded en masse, there

came thousands by rail and country road to bid adieu

to brothers, fathers, and friends; there were many
sad and many cheerful partings. As a whole, the

soldiers were elated and hopeful. Youth, jjride in

such a service, and the novel duties and scenes in

which they were soon to act gave the " enchantment

of distance" to a life filled with hardship, danger,

and death.

The regiment moved (except from New York to

Amboy) from Bridgeport to Baltimore by rail, with

orders to rejjort to Gen. Wool, there commanding.

It arrived in Baltimore on the next day, September

4th, about dark, and marched to the extensive rail-

road depot and store-shed of the Baltimore and Ohio

Railroad, of which the colonel took possession for

shelter, and refused to move until ordered by Gen.

Wool.

On reporting to Gen. Wool late the night of arrival,

the colonel was ordered to hold his command in readi-

ness for orders from AVashiugton. In the mean time

the Union men of Baltimore, anxious for their city in

the face of the disasters beyond, were fearful of some
sudden raids of the enemy in force. They had looked

over this regiment, so conspicuously quartered in the

centre of their city, and expressed flattering admira-

tion for its make-up and bearing. They soon hinted

and "guessed" that we should not be allowed to go

farther, and that they wanted such a regiment there

as much as anywhere. They had evidently inter-

viewed Gen. Wool in force or visited Washington.

A few days afterwards he sent down orders to the

regiment to shift quarters to Fort Marshall, a tempo-

rary earthwork on high ground east of the city, com-

manding the city, harbor, and surrounding country.

It was to act as a reserve and supporting force to a

New York artillery regiment, which formed its gar-

rison.

Our position there was in every respect irksome and
distasteful. The garrison was made up of very differ-

ent material from the regiment. It had been re-

cruited in New York and Brooklyn, and was held

with a very lax rein of discipline. The association

was bad. Besides, Col. Belger, the post quarter-

master, refused the regiment the shelter which at a

post and as a reserve to garrison they had a right to

demand. He paid no heed to the remonstrances of

the regimental quartermaster, Lieut. Hayes, or to those

of the colonel. Every military man knows that regi-

ments in the field and in active service can stand

hardships and exjjosures which will sicken and thin

out a force in the position of ours at Fort Marshall.

Men make light of all sorts of things on forced

marches or in action which tell heavily upon them

in the quiet camp.

Under this state of things the colonel of the regi-

ment, out of the regular channels of communication,

wrote what he intended as a private letter to Gen.

Sigel, stating the annoyances suffered and the insult-

ing rebuffs of Col. Belger, reminding him of our orig-

inal purpose to join his command, and asking his aid

to effect that end. It was supposed that in some way,

without following the lines of red tape and those reg-

ular channels, he would find means to cut the tape

and get us into the field. Nothing was heard from

him or about the matter for a month.

In this state of things, about Oct. 15, 1862, Col.

Noble called upon Gen. Wool to lay before him the

grievances of the regiment in regard to its camp

equipage and Col. Belger's neglect of our military

rights. He found that venerable officer very irate.

He confronted the colonel with the letter to Gen.

Sigel, which had just arrived in its travels through

the regular channels, with due and ample "respectful

reference." Nothing that Col. Noble could say at all

cooled the general's wrath. He did not exhibit to the

colonel his letter or its indorsements, one of which

doubtless was for the regiment to report at Washing-

ton. At any rate, he immediately ordered the colonel

to take his regiment by rail to Washington, and to
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leave Baltimore before the next day at noon. This

w as late at night, and in those days of ample uppurcl,

equipage, and transportation it was not an easy task

to land a thousand men and all their belongings early

in the morning. The order was filled, however. By
eleven o'clock next day everything was on board

ready to move to Washington, and before twelve tlie

regiment liad moved from the city of Baltimore. But

so crowded were the rails by army travel and trans-

I^ortation that the regiment only reached its destina-

tion about dusk. On application next morning at

headquarters it was ordered to march througli the

city to Tenallytown and encamp at F(jrt Kearney,

in the defenses of Washington.

At this post the regiment was immediately put to

work in intrenchments. It expected to have been

.sent along to Sigel, and did not like the delay. It

very likely worked with less will at its task of dig-

ging than it would have done except in face of its

disappointment. At any rate, after several reports of

its not being good diggers had been made, orders

came for the regiment to embark at Georgetown

on Nov. 5, 1862, and to proceed by the way of Alex-

andria and the Manassas Railroad, and to report to

Gen. Sigel at Gainesville.

It reached this place on the third evening after its

departure from Fort Kearney after dark. It first

struck upon Gen. McLean's brigade. That gallant

ofiicer at once desired to take it into his com-

mand, and seemed very happy over tlie chance. It

was made up of Ohio men, all but one regiment of

whom were Americans, the One Hundred and Sev-

enth Ohio of the brigade being mostly German.

The Seventeenth now seemed well pleased with its

fortune and at home ; no more grumbling at any lot

in its military life was ever afterwards heard from

the command. But of its hardshii^s in extent and

variety tlie regiment had as large a share as falls to

the lot of any command. Soon after we joined his

corps Gen. Sigel rode into our camp with his staff, and

accompanied by the beautiful wife of Prince Salm-

Salm, to thank us for our i^ersistence in joining his

command.
The Eleventh Corps was at this time the reserve of

the Army of the Potomac. The brigade and division

in which the Seventeenth was were guarding Thor-

oughfare Gap, in the Bull Run Mountains. After a

stay at Gainesville of about two weeks, an order came
at midnight—as such things usually came—to be

ready to move at daylight in the morning. Our
march was northward to Hopewell Gap and Antioch

Church on same range. After some days here, like

midnight orders were sent in to move in the morning.

Our march that day was from Antioch Church to-

wards Chantilly. Our first night was spent in the

splendid winter quarters of the rebel force, and our

destination was Chantilly. There, in the midst of

wide plains and a very rich and fruitful country, the

regiment held its camp with its brigade and corps,

till orders again came to send to hosjjital all disabled,

to be ready in the morning for marcli. Tins was

the beginning of our seven days' inarch a.s reserve of

Burnsidc's movement on I^rcdericksburg.

The regiment had l)y this time become pretty well

seasoned to military duty in the field. The knap-

sacks, stud'e.d at first with photographs, writing ma-

terial, and all sorts of home-traps, liad wonderfully

shrunken. On the previous marches the Oliio boys

had sliow ii tliem some pretty long legs, but on this

seven days' march the Seventeentli made them stretch

theirs, witli interest added. As is kiKjwii to most, the

regiments alternate front and rear every day, the

regiment at the i'ront always having the brightest

outlook and, somehow or anotlier, marching the

easiest; that in the rear seems to drag along with

tiresome step, and often lags \Vhen at the front they

make good time.

At Bacon's Race-Course Cliurch, aljout two days'

march from Falmouth, the terrible cannonade of the

conflict of Fredericksburg was distinctly heard, and

on the next day, at noon, the news of Burnside's re-

pulse was announced to the regiments. The corps,

however, kept on to Falmouth, after a night's rest at

which place they were ordered back to camp at Staf-

ford Court-House. This was the place Mhere the

Seventeenth, which had saved its rations in going

down, gave a supper to an Ohio regiment, which had

eaten up all its own. This brotherly act was never

forgotten by the Ohio boys.

At Stafford Court-House, passed on our march to

Falmouth, the regiment arrived back about December

16th and made camp in -the woods. It was one of the

most picturesque winter-camps that could be imag-

ined. On each side of a street, running up a gentle

slope of pine-forest, the regiment built huts, with

camj^-fires in front. The sight of their cheerful blaze

step by ste]} up that ascent was at night cheering and

lovely.

About the 20th of February an order came to break

camp and march to Belle Plain. This was again in

reserve to Burnside's army, on what is known as the

mud-march. Our movement was ordered to follow

up a contemplated second attack on Fredericksburg,

but which purpose the storm and the miry state of the

roads thwarted.

At Belle Plain the regiment and division were

ordered to occupy the huts of the force which had

moved towards Fredericksburg. These were con-

structed, with great neatness and much ingenious

architecture, along brinks and declivities of ravines.

But such good quarters were only our lot for a very

few days. The return of their former occupants from

their unsuccessful move required our evacuation of

their quarters. The regiment soon returned to Brooks'

Station, near its old camp at Stafford Court-House,

and hutted for the winter.

Our camp was ordered into a forest of oak and

beech and all the woods of Virginia. The ground
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was covered with snow, but axes were plenty, and the

regiment soon sheltered itself in fine style. Here
the time passed quietly in drill and camp-duties till,

on the 26th of April, 1863, orders were issued to take

in haversack seven days' rations, put everything in

light marching order, and be in readiness for move-

ment the next morning at daybreak. On that day

the regiment marched westward to near Hartwood
Church, and encamped for the night. This route

was that of the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps. Early

the next morning movement was made towards Bar-

rett's Ford, on the Rappahannock. This river was

then crossed on a pontoon-bridge by night, and the

regiment bivouacked for a few hours' rest some mile

or so beyond, in the adjacent woods. Here the

Twelfth Corps passed it early in the morning, and all

moved on towards Gerinania Ford of the Rapidan.

Some of the forces ahead of us had not so good

luck as the Eleventh Corps, and many were forced to

ford the river in a high state of the flood, which was

strong and up to their necks. The Seventeenth,

however, and most of the Eleventh Corps, passed on

a temporary bridge, and bivouacked for the rest of the

night some mile or two beyond. Early the next day

the movement was resumed, and about five o'clock

in the afternoon the battle-ground of Chancellorsville

was reached, near the Hatch house, which was made
the headquarters of our brigade and division. This

was the home of a man formerly from Milford, Conn.,

but as arrant a rebel as if a native Virginian. Our

camp for the night was at the west of this Hatch

house.

The next morning the regiment was put in line

along the Culpeper road to receive Gen. Hooker.

The whole corps were placed in similar positions.

About -eleven o'clock the general, with a brilliant

staff", rode down the lines in review.

In the afternoon of that day the commander of our

brigade. Gen. McLean, ordered the right wing of the

regiment to be posted around the west and south bor-

ders of the Hatch house garden, which was in rear of

the Hatch house and south of the Culpeper road.

This was to be under the immediate command of

Lieut.-Col. Walter. The left wing of the regiment,

under the immediate command of Maj. Brady, was

ordered into position along the Culpeper road in sup-

port of Dykeman's Battery, which was stationed south

of the road, and facing south. Col. Noble was ordered

to take his position between the two wings, which

were some rods apart, and to have oversight of the

action and conduct of each.

The whole theory of the expected battle seemed to

look for an attack from the south, and all the troops

of the brigade and corps in sight of our position were

aligned under that idea. Col. Noble was the next

day, May 2d, appointed officer of the day for the

division, and as such had inspection of the picket-

lines thrown forward to the south of our position and

to the west of the Hatch house, in the wilderness.

When on his rounds, a cavalry vidette rode up from

the front, with information of heavy forces of the

enemy passing along our front towards the rear. He
j

was told to ride in to headquarters and give the in-

formation at the Hatch house, which was pointed

out to him. Afterwards, during the day, another

horseman rode up to our position with like informa-

tion, and was again directed to report at the adjacent

headquarters to Gen. Devens and Gen. McLean. He
rode up to the front of the house, where they were

seated.

i At this time two companies of the regiment—Com-
pany G and Company I—were on picket in dense

woods at our right, on the border of the wilderness.

About five o'clock in the afternoon of May 2d sharp

firing of some light cannon was heard on our right.

It seemed to be light field-pieces, and was supposed

to be what is called a jackass-battery. All was quiet

for a while, and then came sharp, nervous firing on
our right announcing an attack of the enemy driving

in our pickets; this was the skirmish-line of Jack-

son's force. Large masses of the enemy soon poured

down upon our flank, and the air seemed full of mis-

siles. The shell fell among the horses of Dykeman's
Battery and killed one; others screamed and burst

fast over the battle-ground.

As, at this time, Col. Noble rode past Lieut.-Col.

Walter to the front of the garden, where the right

j

wing lay on their arms, as ordered, to inspect the

coming in of his two companies on picket. Col. Walter,

who, like the left wing, lay down at his proper posi-

tion in the rear of his wing, rose as if to watch the

progress of the action or perhaps out of respect to

his commanding officer. As Col. Noble, having hailed

those companies and directed them to our position,

turned to take his position between the two wings as

ordered. Col. Walter again, as was supposed, resumed

his recumbent posture. But he was undoubtedly at

this time shot, as the ball which killed him struck

him in the forehead. When the colonel returned to

his position, he found that Dykeman's Battery had
limbered up and fled down the Culpeper road, and
on looking farther to the front supposed he saw Maj.

Brady with the left wing holding a corn-house at the

north of the Hatch house and off" the Culpeper road,

firing at the enemy, but he was mistaken. Maj. Brady

had retreated with the left wing soon after the battery

which he supported had fled.

At this time the right wing of the regiment still

held its position around the Hatch house garden. It

continued to hold it till all the regiments and Union
force at the right had passed to the rear, and towards

our left.

The crushing force of Stonewall Jackson's attack

was in such irresistible mass, with such steady and
unabating fire, that the air seemed full of whizzing

rifle-balls. Their advancing light artillery threw a

storm of shells down the lines of retreat. At this

time the right wing of the Seventeenth retreated
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from its position around the Hatch house, and met

Col. Noble, who had been looking for lii.s left wing,

with the news of Col. Walter's death. The right and

the two companies who were out on picket passed

with him to the first lines of the Schurz division, of

which the Ninety-fourth New York had changed its

position from parallel to a right angle with the Cul-

peper road and facing the attack of the enemy.

Whilst Col. Noble, with the aid of his adjutant,

Lieut. Chatfield, and the captains of the right wing,

was reforming this line in rear of said regiment, its

colonel was shot dead, and his regiment, under a ter-

rific fire, broke and threw the whole force in inevit-

able retreat. In fact, lingering any longer in such

an unequal contest would have been madness, all

troops to the right having long passed to the rear.

The Seventeenth moved along down tlie Culpeper

road deliberately. While thus proceeding its colonel

was shot through his left arm, severing the main

artery, and, bleeding to exhaustion, he was guided and

kept on his horse by two of his soldiers, after having

given them his watch and money, and made ready to

surrender himself, as he was unable to go on alone.

They led him to a field-hospital in the rear of the

Chancellorsville House. Here his horse, which had

been wounded near the Hatch house and borne him
so far, died.

The regiment after this fell under the command of

Maj. Brady, and was the next day moved from the

right to the left of the army's position.

In Greeley's " American Conflict," where he speaks

of that " grand burst of Stonewall Jackson with

twenty-five thousand men upon the exposed flank of

the Eleventh Corps," the Seventeenth Connecticut is

the only regiment specially noted and commended for

its action. At page 357 of his second volume the tre-

mendous result of that attack is thus noted: "In a

moment the First Division, Gen. Devens, was over-

whelmed, its commander being among the wounded,

and one-third of his force, including every general

and colonel, either disabled or captured. Driven

back in wild rout down the Chancellorsville road,

upon the position of Gen. Schurz, it was found that

his division had already retreated, and an attempt

made to rally and form here proved abortive. The
Seventeenth Connecticut, which bore a resolute part

in the effort, had its lieutenant-colonel killed and its

colonel severely wounded."

The Seventeenth had a list of one hundred and
twenty killed, wounded, and missing in this fight.

That night it made a brave stand near headquarters,

at Chancellorsville House, and remained there all

night supporting a battery, while the Third Corps

was flung into the gap. The regiment was not again

in action during that battle. Col. Noble was sent

home by Dr. Hubbard, the acting medical director of

the corps, and was unable to leave home for thirty-

four days.

The regiment, after the council of war had decided

upon the transfer of our forces to the north Hide of

the Rappahannock, was ordered into camp not far

from its old quarters at Bowles Station. Here it re-

mained till June, when, on Lcc'k invasion, the regi-

ment followed tlie Army of the Potomac on parallel

lines to the march of the enemy till tlicir movements

culminated in the battle of Gettysburg.

The regiment was in the midst of that first day's

fight, on the other side of the town, and west of its

final battle-ground. Lieut.-Col. Fowler, commanding

regiment,, and Capt. Moore, were instantly killed;

Lieut. Chatfield, who was beside Col. Fowler, had his

knapsack and uniform riddled, and his sword—a relic

of Eevolutionary history—broken in splinters, yet

received not a scar. On that day, too, Capt. French

was wounded in his right arm while gallantly com-

manding his company. Maj. Brady received a shell

contusion upon his shoulder, which caused a dis-

ability, resulting in his transfer to the Veteran Re-

serve Corps. Capt. Allen was also slightly wounded

;

of the other officers it is needless to say more than

that they conducted themselves with gallantry and

without reproach. Gen. Ames, who then commanded

: the brigade, uttered to the colonel, when he rode upon

the battle-field, on the third day, no word but of com-

mendation of the conduct of the whole regiment.

The colonel, who had been at home recovering from

his wound, was, when he reached Washington, unable

to find first where the regiment was and then how to

reach them. When a route was directed the crowded

state of the one railroad which conducted all the

army-supplies, and a forty-mile horseback-ride only

enabled him to reach the battle-field on the afternoon

of the third day. He found the regiment stationed

at the north of the Cemetery Hill along a stone wall,

—a position which it had held, under orders, since

the first day's fight. By death and capture it had

been reduced to a handful ; not two hundred men
could be put in line. The next morning the colonel

found himself in command of the brigade, Gen. Ames
having assumed command of the division, whose com-

mander, Gen. Francis C. Barlow, had been severely

wounded in the action.

It was very evident, on the morning of the 4th,

that the enemy were in full retreat. The whole force

of the division moved into Gettysburg and well out

to the right, finding no indications of the enemy, ex-

cept an occasional shot on the picket-line, which

showed that they were feigning presence in force.

On the morning of the 5th the wagons of the enemy
could be distinctly seen moving rapidly to the rear

and southward. Everything betokened that they had

left a strong picket-line in front only to make a show

of resistance and to protect their retreat.

On the morning of the 6th the Eleventli Corps

' moved with the rest of the army in pursuit of Lee.

' The marches were not very rapid, and till we reached

Hagerstown no portions of the enemy were encoun-

tered by our part of the I'nion army. At Hagors-
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town, Md., our division was within gunshot of the

rebels' lines. It was evidently a weak sham. The
earnest appeal of Col. Von Gilsa, who commanded a

brigade of the division, to be allowed to attack their

flimsy front, is well remembered. Permission was

not accorded. All seemed hesitation and timidity as

to any forward movement upon the retreating enemy,

who were evidently penned up between the Potomac
and our lines. After spending two days in the vicin-

!

ity of the rebel outposts, and near the battle-field of

Antietam, a march was made upon the enemy's lines,

only to find him escaped across the Potomac.

On the march from Gettysburg down a large por-

tion of the regiment was without shoes, the whole of

it in a very sad and tattered condition, the result of

continuous marching and constant exjjosure to the

weather and rough soldiering.

But of its conduct throughout all this campaign

too much cannot be said in praise. Fairfield County

may be proud of her sons. Their conduct in the

first day's fight at Gettysburg in striving to repel the

onslaught of the enemy, and during the rest of the

battle holding their post at foot of Cemetery Hill,

was all that could be expected of any troops. Gen.

Gordon, late senator from Georgia, who was in com-

mand of the enemy's troops which charged upon the

lines of the regiment at Gettysburg, meeting Lieut.-

Col. Allen during his late seat in the Senate, learning

that the colonel was of the Seventeenth Connecticut,

said to him that of all the trouble he ever had to '

force a retreat from any troops, he had the hardest '

work with the Seventeenth Connecticut at Gettys-
j

burg ; that it didn't seem to know how to get away
[

from its position, however strong the force at-

tacking.

After the pursuit of Lee had ceased on his retreat

from Gettysburg, and while the forces were marshal-

ing for a new conflict, a sudden order came for the

Ames and Von Gilsa brigades to take rail to Alex-

andria and embark for Fortress Monroe. After ar-

rival there the brigades again took transport, and

were landed about August 21st on Folly Island, S. C.

They had hardly got into camji when a detail of a

thousand men was oi'dered, under Col. Noble, into

the siege-trenches on Morris Island, approaching

Fort Wagner. This was a reserve force, and in pro-

tection of the artillerymen and of the siege-works.

On this duty the regiment lay for forty-height hours

close under the fire of Wagner, and under shell

showered from Forts James and Moultrie.

The brigade was afterwards quartered a short dis-

tance below the siege-works of Wagner. For about

a fortnight on that island they were most of the time

under fire from the enemy's batteries. While there

they saw the first gun fired upon Sumter from the

great siege-works guns of Gen. Gillmore, and re-

mained there until the ruins of that fort looked like

a sand-bank or the debris of some great brick edifice.

Several of the regiment were killed and several others

badly wounded by the bursting of shell and the

breaking of solid shot down through the splinter-

proofs. Lying under these cannon-ball and shell

protections, without the excitement of attack and
real conflict, was about the most trying work the

regiment ever did.

Before we left the island. Gen. Ames took the offi-

cers of his brigade up into the high tower of the

lighthouse, a short distance below Fort Wagner,
where a good view was obtained, through a telescope,

of the condition and ruins of Sumter. He then said

to them that it had been proposed that his brigade

should organize for a night-attack upon said fort, and
asked us if he should ask for us the duty. The offi-

cers unanimously desired Gen. Ames to solicit the

l^lace for us. But such was not to be our task. The
navy claimed it as their prize, and made an abortive

attempt to capture the fort. Although in ruins as to

its walls, it was found to have been made stronger

than ever by sand-bags and fallen masonry. The at-

tack had been delayed too long ; the right time was

when we volunteered for the duty.

After the fall of Wagner till February only one

military event deserving notice occurred to the regi-

ment. About the middle of October there came by
night an urgent order from Gen. Vodges, commanding
the forces on Morris Island, saying that the enemy
were about to make an attack in great force on its

northern and western side by floats down from Seces-

sionville, and ordering out the division to resist the

attack. On this occasion the Seventeenth was under

arms and in line of march twenty minutes before any

other regiment reported. This Avas noted by Gen.

Ames to the colonel of the regiment as highly com-

plimentary to his command. But the alarm proved

entirely false: no attack was made.

The remainder of the fall and winter was spent by

the Seventeenth upon the island under drill and. on

a brief expedition under Gen. Schimmelpfennig to

John's Island as a diversion to hold in check the

removal of the troops of the enemy farther north to

meet and resist some movement of our own forces.

There was only a small skirmish on our api>roach to

John's Island, in which several of the regiment were

wounded slightly. During a part of the winter Gen.

Ames' absence at the North threw the command of the

brigade upon Gen. Noble, whose principal task was

drilling its six regiments in field-movements.

At Christmas and New Year's the Seventeenth re-

ceived a heavy consignment from the i^eople of Bridge-

port and Fairfield County, who sent boxes to individ-

uals and general stores for the hospital and for the

good of the regiment. There came a large and varied

supply, under the care of Lieut. Hayes, their former

quartermaster, and Dr. L. H. Norton. It was wel-

come Christmas cheer to gladden the hearts of the

soldiers.

On the 22d of February^ 1864, orders came to strike

our tents and make everything ready for Florida.
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The next morning we took transport for Jacksonville.

The repulse of Gen. Seymour's advance into Florida,

at the battle of Olustee, where the Sharps' rifles of

Hawley's regiment alone saved us from a terrible re-

verse, had called for this reinforcement of our l^rigadc

to Florida. On our arrival at Jacksonville general

orders were issued creating two divisions, of which

Gen. Ames and the forces under him constituted one,

Gen. Noble commanding Ames' brigade. The forces

advanced outside to the north and west of the town

and intrenched. An attack from the enemy was

felt to be possible I'rom any quarter of that traversible

country, and the forces were for a month aroused at

three in the morning to prepare for an attack.

About April 15th the whole force at Jacksonville

was broken up. Gen. Ames was ordered North to the

Army of the Potomac, and his brigade left in Florida.

The Seventeenth was ordered to relieve the Tenth

Connecticut at St. Augustine, and took transport im-

mediately for that ancient city. It seemed as if the

regiment was to be laid up in lavender for the rest of

its service in that lovely, quaint, old place. But the

seeming did not prove the reality; the mass of the

regiment never had harder or more taxing service

than in Florida. The climate in the summer and fall

is not jjarticularly healthful. One of the companies

of the regiment garrisoned the old Spanish Fort San

Marco, the others were quartered in the old govern-

ment barracks.

We had hardly got well settled in our quarters

when an order came from Gen. Birney, then com-

manding in Florida, for Col. Noble to go with all his

regiment, except one company, to Volusia, Fla. The
regiment moved on the morning of the 25th of April,

and made Volusia after a three days' march. Volusia

is but a hamlet of a few houses on the St. John's

Eiver. After a few days the post was visited by Gen.

Birney, who had proceeded up the St. John's River

and disembarked near Pilatka with several regiments,

and thus reached our post. At this place Gen. Birney
,

ordered a company of the Seventeenth to be stationed

in guard of the crossings of St. John's River at Welaka
and Sanders. They had hardly been posted a week
before all were gobbled up by the enemy, who crossed

the river in strong force. They might just as easily

have captured the fifty men left at Volusia, but were

frightened away by the intrenchments made there

under Capt. Kellogg and the track of an army-wagon,

which they mistook for that of artillery.

.Just after this Gen. Birney was relieved, and Gen.
,

George H. Gordon placed in command of Florida.

Under him Col. Noble was invested with the com-

mand of all the country east and south of the St.

John's River, and of the forces within that area,
i

These consisted of two colored regiments, the Seventy-

fifth Ohio, and his own regiment.

About the 10th of June the Seventeenth, together
j

with other regiments in Gen. Gordon's command,
j

numbering about two thousand men, was organized I

at Jacksonville for a raid and flank march ujjon Mc-
Gilet's Creek. The expedition started at midnight

on transports under conduct of the navy gunboats,

and landing was made about three in the morning

and march comm(;nced. During all that day, whidi

was one of the hottest of tlu; season, the regiments

marched along the close roads of Florida, and late in

the afternoon, after a very fatiguing flank march,

the force under Gen. Noble joined that of Gen
Gordon, who had marched straight out from Jack-

sonville. ^ The enemy's works were found to be of no

great consequence, and, having destroyed its bar-

racks and stores, the regiment moved, with the rest of

the forces, back to Jacksonville, and thence to St.

Augustine. Lieut.-Col. Wilcoxson commanded the

regiment.

No sooner had we arrived at Jacksonville than

an order came reversing things. Gen. Gordon was

ordered to the Army of the Potoniac, and Gen. Birney

replaced in command of Florida.

About the 29th of July, Gen. Birney, still in com-

mand of Florida, ordered another raid on the enemy's

unseen and insignificant works. Col. Noble wa-s

ordered with the Seventeenth, and all the force

under his command, and all the horses in St. Augus-

tine, and all the loyal Floridians, to rendezvous a

Picolata, on the St. John's, there to take steamer and

connect with Gen. Birney at a point upon the Black

River. The force was gathered and the connection

made, and proceeded with Gen. Birney to Baldwin,

on the Cedar Keys Railroad. Col. Noble was at this

time placed in command of Baldwin, and, having

under his command a battery of Rhode Island artil-

lery, two regiments of colored troops, and other forces,

was ordered by Gen. Birney to hold and garrison that

place and build a log fort. But Gen. Birney had

hardly completed these orders and returned from

Jacksonville to see our condition before news came
that he was succeeded by Gen. Hatch.

Gen. Hatch withdrew the Seventeenth from Bald-

win, and established it in post at Magnolia, to hold

which post and construct a fort it was then ordered,

Capt. Kellogg being in command of the portion of the

Seventeenth Regiment at that place. But Col. Noble

was ordered by him the next day to burn the few

buildings and to make a raid with some cavalry,

artillery, and three regiments, making a four days'

march, and coming in at Magnolia, where he had es-

tablished a post garrisoned by the Seventeenth, and

awaited the arrival of the expedition. This was ac-

complished, and the Seventeenth relieved from duty

at Magnolia and returned to St. Augustine.

Soon after, Gen. Hatch took command of Florida.

While Col. Noble was at Magnolia he ascertained that

heavy effort was being made in Lower and I\Iiddle

Florida, east of St. John's, to recruit companies for

the enemy. Orders were given to Col. Noble to de-

tail part of his own regiment and the Seventy-fifth

Mounted Rifles to proceed up the St. John's along its
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eastern bank, while Col. Noble, with artillery and

several regiments and a detachment of Massachusetts

cavalry, proceeded by steamer up the St. John's and

Dunn's Lake, to follow up the expedition of said regi-

ments. After landing on said lake on a day's march

the Seventy-fifth was met returning to St. Augustine,

having captured a captain and about twenty of his

enrolled men, who were afterwards imprisoned in the

fort at St. Augustine.

Soon after this Gen. Hatch was succeeded in com-

mand by Gen. Scammon, and all raids abandoned

except a miserable one which resulted most disas-

trously to the regiment. Gen. Scammon had learned

of a lot of cotton stored on the borders of Dunn's

Lake, and directed Col. Wilcoxson, with teams and a

sufficient force, to gather it in. The order was obeyed

and the cotton gathered. The force was about start-

ing on its return home when it was attacked by about

two hundred of Dixon's Mounted Rifles. The attack

was sudden and unexpected. They are easily made
so in Florida, which is pretty much all o.ie pine

wood. A summons to surrender was unheeded by

Col. Wilcoxson, and fire opened. Seeing no hope of

escape, Lieut.-Col. Wilcoxson and Adj. Chatfield at-

tempted to cut their way through the enemy. Adj.

Chatfield was instantly killed, and Col. Wilcoxson

shot through the shoulder, of which wound he after-

wards died at Tallahassee. The regiment in these

officers lost two gallant and able men. Two captains

and about fifty men were captured and sent to Ander-

sonville.

Prior to this, Col. Noble, the day before Christmas,

1864, while crossing from Jacksonville to St. Augus-

tine, in company with two ofiicers of other commands,

was captured by the enemy's scouts about half-way

betwixt these places. He was taken across the

St. John's River to Tallahassee, to Macon, Ga., and

finally to Andersonville. While there the force of

the 17th that had been captured at Dunn's Lake,

and in a subsequent raid of the enemy in the rear of

St. Augustine, was brought into that prison. The
officers were Capt. French, Company G

;
Capt. Betts,

Company F ; Lieut. Ruggles, Company K
;

Capt.

Quien, Company C.

After this cotton expedition and the captures, the

regiment passed a quiet and uneventful winter and
spring. About the 1st of June, 1865, it was ordered

by Gen. Vodges, then commanding Florida, to Jack-

sonville. While there it was sent out on jirovost-duty

in various places, and was emjiloyed in reconstructing

the Baldwin and Jacksonville Railroad.

About the 1st of July it was ordered to take trans-

ports for Hilton Head, to be mustered out of the ser-

vice, and at that post, on the 19th of July, 1865, ended

its duties as part of the army of the republic during

its great struggle.

On no occasion had the i^eople of the county had
reason to regret the exertions they had made to put it

in the field. Its gallant service had been an honor to

them and to the State ; no charge ever was or could

be made upon them of flinching from any truly mil-

itary duty. In post at St. Augustine or in the field,

it never failed to win the respect and affection of all

with whom it came in contact. In this the Seven-

teenth stands alongside of the glorious record of all

the Connecticut troops in the war.

The regiment, leaving unnamed the towns which
contributed in small numbers, received its quota from

the following sources

:

Company A, all from Norwalk, excepting eighteen

men from Wilton
;
Company B, all enlisted from

Stamford and Darien
;
Company C received fifty-

j

eight from Danbury, from Bethel sixteen, from Ridge-

I

field twelve
;
Company D, forty-four from Bridgeport,

seventeen from Monroe, from Huntington nine ; Com-
pany E received fifty-one from Westport, twenty-five

from Newtown, fourteen from Bridgeport, ten from

Weston
;
Company F, almost all from Norwalk, ex-

cept fourteen from Wilton
;
Company G, Ridgefield

fifty-three, Bridgeport twenty-three. Redding twenty

;

Company H, mostly from New Canaan
;
Company I,

mostly from Greenwich
;
Company K, thirty-five from

Bridgeport, Fairfield thirty-five. In all these com-

panies there were members from other towns, making

j

up the quota of the regiment,—a thousand and one

men.

I
There were individuals in every town most active

in promoting the enlistment of this regiment whose

services should not be forgotten. The distinguished

inventor of the sewing-machine, Elias Howe, Jr., was

very active in this service, himself enlisted as a pri-

vate in its ranks, and on one occasion, by permission

of the Secretary of War, advanced the pay due the

regiment, about fourteen thousand dollars, on their

march towards Fredericksburg.

The materiel of this regiment was of a character

among the privates fit to have officered a dozen regi-

ments. Wherever stationed they were commended
for their morale and soldierly characteristics.

;

William Henry Noble, son of Rev. Birdsey G.

Noble (Yale class of 17-1), was born in Newtown,

Conn., Aug. 16, 1813. He lived at Middletown,

i

Conn., with parents till fifteen years old; spent

I

the last four years, from eleven to fifteen, at Par-

tridge's Military School, Middletown, Conn. ; thence

to Trinity (then Washington) College, Hartford, 1828

to 1830; 1830 to 1832, Yale; graduated; taught a

school one year and a half at Stamford, Conn. He
then removed to Bridgeport, where he studied law,

and in 1836 was admitted to the bar of Fairfield

County ; was for many years clerk of court and

j

State's attorney for said county. In 1839 married

Harriet J. Brooks, daughter of Benjamin Brooks, Esq.,

of Bridgeport; ran for Congress in 1850, and was de-

feated. In 1851 he laid out East Bridgej^ort, and in

1852 reorganized the operation with P. T. Barnum on

a larger scale ; built bridges, houses, factories, giving

to Bridgeport the foundation of a great city. In 1860
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helped organize the Union movement in Connecticut

which si^read through the country, and in July, 1862,

was commissioned by Governor Buckingham colonel

of the Seventeenth Eegiment Connecticut Volunteer.s

;

went out September 3d, destined to Eleventh Corps,

Army of the Potomac
;
stopped by General Wool at

Baltimore ; stationed at Fort Marshall a month and a

half; sent thence to defenses of Washington, Fort

Kearney, and Tennallytown ; thence to Eleventh Corps

at Gainesville ; with Eleventh Corps in reserve moved
on Fredericksburg at Burnside's attack ; Stafford Court-

House and Brook's Station, Va., winter of 1862 and

1863. At battle of Chancellorsville, under Howard
(see "Greeley's Conflict," vol. ii., chap, xvi., page

350 : only regiment named) ; wounded in left arm by

minie-ball, severing main artery; ordered home by

Surgeon Hubbard, medical director of the Eleventh

Corps
;
forty days' leave ; left to reach advance towards

Gettysburg ; at Gettysburg, Cemetery Hill, third day
;

fourth day, command of brigade ; moved in ]nirsuit of

Lee; at Hagerstown, Md., in front of the rebel line

when preparing to cross the Potomac; continued the

march into Virginia ; thence was sent with Ames' bri-

gade, Eleventh Corps, to South Carolina ; on Morris

and Folly Islands about six months ; at siege of Sum-
ter and Wagner for a month

;
daily under fire ; saw first

gun fired on Sumter ; walls powdered and Wagner
surrendered ; in trenches at Wagner, in command of

reserves, and supporting force with and without regi-

ment many days. In February, 1864, went with

Ames' brigade to Jacksonville, Fla. ; there put in

command of brigade ; at Jacksonville about a month
and a half; assigned in Aj^ril, 1864, to command of

St. Augustine
;
placed in command of brigade and

all the country east of the St. John's River; com-

manded brigade at capture and destruction of Bald-

win, Fla. ; sent in command of cavalry, artillery, and

five regiments South to Sand Lakes, and to cripple

Cedar Keys Railroad ; returned to Magnolia, on St.

John's ; in command of Fort Construction and post

at Magnolia, and force there, and of the posts and

forces east of the St. John's, including St. Augustine,

August and September, 1864; sent during September,

1864, with cavalry, infantry, and artillery, per land

and steamer, up the St. John's River and Duns Lake,

Fla., to break up Confederate recruiting-station, cap-

turing a company and many disloyal Floridians; De-

cember 24th cajtturcd by enemy's scouts wliilc return-

ing across country from court-martial as a witness,

between Jacksonville and St. Augustine ; taken to

Baldwin; thence to Tallahassee, to Chattahoochee

River, to Columbus, to Macon; at Macon under

parole a month and a half at Camp Ogletliorjje;

thence to Andersonville for a month and a lialf;

thence for exchange ]>er rail and march across Geor-

gia, Alabama, and Mississippi to Vicksburg; thence

to St. Louis, in command of Eastern paroled Union

men ; thence to Annapolis, May, 1865, in command
of one thousand Union soldiers from rebel prisons to

be mustered out; returned home and has suffered for

many years from the malaria born of exposure in all

weathers and climates. Since the war he has devoted

himself to the law, real estate, etc. ; was brevetted

brigadier-general, by recommendation of Gen. Grant,

in June, 1865.

—

Editor.

Our military history is closed. We have faithfully

traced the history of the various regiments, and it has

been our honest endeavor to place before the people

of Fairfield County a truthful record of her gallant

sons who risked their lives in the defense of their

country. We have sought to deal justly with all and

give deserving credit to each and every regiment.

While the history is a record of many of the severest

battles of the war, it is not in any particular over-

drawn: it is a "plain, unvarnished tale." It has

been impossible to sketch many individual acts of

heroism, but these were not wanting.

Fairfield County may justly feel proud of the record

of her soldiery, as no section of our country acted a

more prominent or honorable role in the great tragedy.

Fifteen years have now elapsed since the close of

the Rebellion, and we find our country a united and

prosperous people. Sectional strife is rapidly passing

away, and the same hand strews flowers alike on the

graves of the Blue and the Gray.

" No more shall the war-cry sever,

Or the winding rivers be red
;

They I'anish our anger forever

When they laurel the graves of ourdead!

Under the sod and the dew,

Waiting the judgment-day

;

liove and teal's for the Blue,

Tears and love for the Gray."
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CHAPTER VI.

POPULATION AND SCHOOL STATISTICS.

POPULATION.

Towns.

1756. 1774. 1782. 1790. 1800. 1810. 1820. 1S30. 1840. 1850. 1860. 1870. 1880.

3

V
o
k,M

Mo

n
2 I"? s

« 0
EH

"3

0
(rl

0 0
E-i

0
E-l

0
3
0
EH

"3
+J
0
EH

"3

0
EH

3
0
H

2,800

4,311

4,670
4,504

7,560
5,964

13,299

7,234
1,711

1,224

1,706
1,350
4,379
6,522

lj4:77

1,382

2,771
915

3,678
7,582

1,662
2,213

7,186
911

2,294
1,474

1,117

3,293

2,208

19,836
8,753

2,311

1,193
1,808

1,288

5,645
7,644
1,527

1,226
2,497
870

3,681

12,119
1,624
1,919

9,714
846

3,032
1.335

1,054
3,361

1,994

29,153

11,619
2,726
1,161

1,902
1,145

13,748
7,956

2 504
l|i57

2,674
791

4,013
13,960

1,540
2,028

11,417
828

4,251
1,323
918

3,477

1,864

Bethel
1,509 18 2,473 53 2,967 60 •3,031 3,180 3,606 3,873

Bi'ookfield 1,018 1,010 1,037 1,159
1,126

1 95.=
1 1 95.T 1,359

1,454
1,432

3,614
5,036
1 j301

1,442

2,600
927

3,338
4,651
1,754
2,'237

5,000
984

2,040
1,309

1,056
2,651

2,066

i 1,212 1,080

Fairfield

Greenwich....
4,195
2,021

260] 4,544
2,654

319
122

5,003

2,530

273
93

4,009
*

2,742

3,736

3,047
2,792

4,126
3,533

2,770

4,161

3,790

2,805

4,226
3,801

1,371

1,522

1.830
939

3,096

3,792

1,686
2,305

3,707
947

1,814
1,242

2,997

3,654
3,921

1,326

1,351

2,217

966
3,189

3,863
1,674

2,474

3,516
938

1,808
1,204

2,561

1,803

2,063

New Canaan.. i,.599

772
2,834

2,983

1,717
2,103

4,440
949

2,895
1 941

1,689
788

2,879

3,004

1,678

2,301

3,284
957

3,438
1 939

New Fairfield
Newtown

713 1,288

1,230 23 2,168

2,956 94 4,243
1.1 S9

20

01

145
45
35
60

1,429

2,354

3,910

1,257

1,672

3,766

12
50
132
53
25
78

1,573

2,764

1,503

1,947
*

1,665

2,903

5,146
1,632

2,025

4,352

Bidgefield
Stamford

1,069

2,648

46
120

1,673

3,503

Trumbull .,,

3,508 150 5,201 354 5,105 368 3,241 2,650

1,291
5! fisn2469 9. 61 « 9 767

1,728 1,818 2,097

Totals 1,21419,849 711 28,936 29,722 1,134 36,239 38,108 40,950 42,739 46,950 49,917 59,775 77,476 95,276 112,155

PRESENT CONDITION OP SCHOOLS.

Bridgeport ...

Danbury
Bethel
Brookfield....

Darien
Easton
Fairfield

Greenwich ...

Huntington ...

Monroe
New Canaan-
New Fairfield
Newtown
Norwalk
Bedding
Ridgefield
Sherman
Stamford
Stratford
Trumbull
Weston
Westport
Wilton

23 Towns

* The population of Greenwich, Norwalk, and Stamford in 1790, in the aggregate, was 11,942. They are not given separately,

f In 1870 a part of Fairfield, containing a population of about 1900, was annexed to Bridgeport.

There was a census taken by order of the General Assembly in October, 1701 , to be completed at or before Jan. 1 , 1762. According to that

census the population of the colony was,—white, 141,000; blacks, 4590. The only details relative to Fairfield County which I can give are

that the population of Greenwich was 2021 whites, 52 blacks,—that of Stamford 2746 whites, 86 blacks.

Chas. G. Hoadley.
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Towns.

Bridgeport ,

Panburj'
Bethel
Bniokfield
Panoii
Eastiiii

airfield

Greenwich —
Huntington ...

Monr<ie
New Canaan....

New Fairfield..

Newtown
Norwalk
Redding
Eiilgeiield

Sherman
Stamford
Stratford
Trumhull
Weston
Westport
Wilton

Ekchipts.

Suliool
I

Town
Fund, etc. Deijosit,

$16,268.80
6,10H.OO

l,4,''i4.40

.504.00

1)3H.40

490.KO
2,O.-)4.40

4,562.40

1,245.60

597.60,

1,488.00!

427.20

2,025.60

7,.W^.40

902.40'

1,060.80

.345.00,

6,304 80i

2,049.00
652.80

472.80
2,025.00

'

1,027.20

Local
Funds.

Town Tax.

S431.49 flOS.OO
520.04 405.40
l.So.lHi 12..54

193.37 28.18

148.00
139..38'

604.00, 270.72
510.61 54.60

211.27
3011.00

310.98 20.31

144.00

626.12 90.00
472.62 212.00^

259.811 20.01

3.50.00

144.00

607.27, 190.19
279..55 140.00
191..39! ,39.10

179.92 95.97

,336.00

323.151

$41,952.95
15,100.42

3,()i;5.88

1,.358.93

2,0^2.44

1,277.27

0,323.32

0,714.12

2,71-4 74
883.01

3,151 S3

l,.iOI).73

4,198.17

18,19 i..5:i

1,9:10.01

2,147.00
7-':!.03

12,80;!.72

4,180.95

1,258.21

491.20

3,120.00

1,374.05

23 Towns.. 500,211.20 $7,240.00 $1,747.08 $136,401.23

DiBtrict

Tax.

$337.70
201.01

237.27
3,329.25'

3,312.42

2,380.18
i

200.00
423.88

EXPKMgM.

Total.

$58,141.24
23,202 (10

5,oij2,o:i

2.1.5 1.4

X

3,:iOO.Nl

1,925.45

9,413.30

15,447.19
7.585.03'

1,7811.01

5,119.97

1,871.93

7,439.89

31,194.01

3,118.23

3,091.17

1,213.23

19,925.981

0,083.28
2,215.88,

1,239.95

5,087.00

3,289.281

Teachers'
Wages. ;

Fuel, etc. R<?i)airii.

$41,594.62:

17,590.90
-I.Ik; (i7

1 ,91 1 .55

2,750.34

1,741.14
7,50(1.90

10,990.00

4,433.95

1,002.11

4,459.08
1,(;k0.35

0,759.90

23,028.94

2,791.08

3,208.13

1,102.38

10,425 72
5,990.27
1,9.59.90'

1,120.59

4,990.03,
2,406.60i

$6,182.94
2,405.82

495.12
103 3,1

270.00
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PREFACE.

The following paper upon the history of Bridge-

port has been compiled after a careful study of orig-

inal documents, such as church and society records,

contemporary newspapers and pamphlets, petitions,

deeds, wills, etc. It undoubtedly contains some errors,

but it is hoped tliat they will not be very numerous,

and a number of mistakes made by me in previous

publications are here corrected. Thanks are due to

Mr. R. B. Lacey, from whose excellent " Municipal

Register" I have made frequent quotations, to the

Sfnndard Association for the use of their files, and to

all otiiers who have kindly assisted me. If the article

is found to be of service to the community, I shall feel

well repaid for the time spent in its preparation.

William B. Hincks.
Bridgeport, Oct. 1, 1880.

* Including money for new school-houses, and for libraries and appa-

ratus.

t Copyright, 1880, by William B. Hiucks.

THE PAUGUSSET OR GOLDEN HILL INDIANS.

The Indians found in this vicinity by the first white

settlers called themselves the Paugussets. Their

neighbors upon the east were the Quinnipiacs, of

New Haven ; on the west the Uncawas, of Fairfield
;

j
and upon the north the Potatucks, of Newtown and

Woodbury. Their acquaintance with the English be-

gan in the summer of 1(537, when the latter, under

command of Capt. Mason and Lieut. Davenport, sur-

rounded Sasco Swamp, in Fairfield, and killed or

captured the remnant of the fierce Pequot tribe who
had taken refuge there. From passages in the early

records of the colony, it would appear that a fine or

tribute was imposed upon the Indians of this vicinity

for having harbored the Pequots.

In 1639 settlements were begun by the English at

Stratford and at Fairfield. So far as known, the

planters in every case purchased the land from the

Indians, and upon the records of these two towns may
still be seen particulars of many such transactions.

The terms " old field," and " old Indian field." fre-

quently occurring in these records, are believed to re-

fer to laud which had been cleared by the Indians for

cultivation before the arrival of the whites. Tiiese

tracts were large,—a fact that would indicate that the

Indiums depended to a greater extent upon agriculture

for their su})port than has generally been supjiosed.

The relations between the English and their wild

neighbors at this early day are clearly shown by the

orders passed'by the General Court. It was forbidden

to sell to an Indian, arms, ammunition, or liquor of

any kind, or horses, or boats. Sachems were made

j

answerable for the conduct of their tribes. Indians

I

were forbidden by law to enter the houses of the set-
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tiers, or to handle their fire-arms or other weapons,

under {penalty of a fine for disobedience, or retaliation

in kind if any loss of life or limb was occasioned by

their carelessness. It was not allowable for more than

two or three Indians to come into a settlement together,

and, in any case, they were to leave their weapons be-

hind them ; and if found prowling around the dwell-

ings of the settlers after dark, it was lawful to shoot

them.

At the same time they were treated, in the main,

fairly. Injuries to them in person or property were

severely punished, and some attempts to Christianize

them were made. The General Court passed resolu-

tions instructing the Governor and other magistrates

to endeavor to convey through suitable interpreters

some knowledge of God and his word to " those poore

lost, naked sounes of Adam," and ordered that at

least twice in every year a teaching elder and an in-

terjsreter should go among them and " endeavor to

make known to them the counsels of the Lord."

John Blackleach, Sr., who kept the ferry over the

Housatonic River between Stratford and Milford,

deserves honorable mention in this connection. In

1669 he petitioned to be allowed to make known to

the Indians, as he should have opportunity, " some-

thing of the knowledge of God." The General Court

granted his request, and expressed the hope that the

divine blessing might accompany his labors. That

at least a portion of them were in the habit of attend-

ing church is evident from a vote passed at an early

date in Stratford forbidding the Indians to enter the

meeting-house during the prevalence of a contagious

disease,—perhaps the smallpox, then raging among
them.

The colonial records clearly show, however, that

they were always regarded by the whites as dangerous i

neighbors. It was early enacted that, to prevent sud-
j

den attacks upon the Sabbath or lecture days, one

from each household should come to meeting fully

armed and equipped,—a custom which had not en-

tirely fallen into disuse in 1696, when the First Church

of this city was gathered.

During the prolonged contest with the Eastern In-
[

dians known as Philip's War, great anxiety was felt

throughout the colony. The Governor and Assist-

ants, in session at Hartford, July 1, 1675, caused

orders to be sent to all the western plantations to put

themselves in a state of defense, and a little later,

" from a deep sense of the eminent danger" impend-

ing, instructed them to provide places of refuge to

which the women and children and other non-com-

batants might repair in case of assault. It was also

ordered that strong guards be stationed in each town

from twilight to sunrise, and that all males between

the ages of sixteen and seventy, excepting magis-

trates, ministers, millers, physicians, and schoolmas-

ters, should do their share of guard and other military

duty. Patrols were to be sent out every day to keep

open communication between the towns, and exposed

frontier settlements were broken up for the time and
their inhabitants counseled to return to places of

greater security. All persons working in the fields

were to go and come in companies of not less than

six, especially if necessity called them to go more
than half a mile from the settlement. In Stratford

a vote was passed to prevent false alarms and need-

less waste of ammunition. It is dated Aug. 8, 1675,

and reads as follows: "Voted: That there shall be

no gun shot off" in the town-plot, or within the field,

or upon the common road to Fairfield, upon any oc-

casion whatsoever, except upon defense or occasion

I

against the enemy, under penalty of five shillings

for every gun. This order to stand during the present

trouble with the Indians." A similar order was
issued by the colonial government Sept. 3, 1675.

In the same year Richard Hubbell, Sr., of Strat-

field, being indebted to the town of Fairfield to the

amount of sixteen pounds, the balance due for a

I

tract of land purchased from the town, was ordered,

\
in lieu of the cash, to turn into the public " maga-

zeen" eight hundredweight of lead, to be used in

casting bullets.

The whole colony was, in fact, placed for a time

under martial law; but, happily, the precautions

taken were so successful that even if an outbreak

was meditated by the Connecticut Indians, none took

place, nor were any of the frontier settlements sacked

by the enemy.
' In 1659, twenty years after the first settlement, the

General Court granted the request of the Indians that

Golden Hill might be set apart for them as a jDerma-

nent dwelling-place, and instructed Mr. Canfield, Mr.

Fitch, Richard Olmstead, and Nathaniel Ely, of Nor-

walk, to lay out eighty acres for them upon said

Golden Hill, "beginning at y° foot of y^ hill where y°

Wigwams stood, and so to run upward on the hill."

As i^art of the Indians who were removed to the reser-

vation were from Fairfield, and as the reservation was

wholly in Stratford limits, the committee awarded

damages to the latter place as follows :
" Fairfield men

shall pay to Stratford, for the 80 acres of land that the

Indians do possess at Pequannock, twenty jjounds,

to be paid in beef, pork, wheat, and peas ; 2 barrels of

beef, 2 barrels of pork, good and merchantable, which

we value at £12, and £8 to be paid in wheat and peas

:

wheat 4s. 6d. the bushel, peas 3s. 6d. the bushel.

" May 2, 1660."*

Although at present real estate is not very active,

eighty acres upon Golden Hill would be consid-

ered a bargain at the price specified in this appraisal.

The Indians also agreed with Stratford to keep up a

fence, so that the swine of either party might not

" damnifye" the growing crops of the other.

After the year 1659, when their land was set off to

them, these Indians were commonly known as the

Golden Hill tribe, from the name of their reservation.

* Conn. Rec, i. 335, 348 ; Stratford Eec, i. 249, 2S0.
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In the summer of 1725 the shepherd of the town flock

in Stratford was set upon hy a numher of Indians en-

gaged in a drunken carousal, his face painted, his

body stamped upon until he was breathless, when he

was "buried as dead." The manner in which the

charge is made, however, implies his subsequent resus-

citation, and it is probable that Newtown and New
Milford Indians, and not those living uj)on Golden

Hill, were guilty of the outrage. • About the same time

David Lane, infant son of Alexander Lane, of Strat-

ford, was thought to have been murdered, and two

Indians, bearing the euphonious names of Shillings

and Chops, were tried for the crime before the Supe-

rior Court at Fairfield, Aug. 30, 1726, but were ac-

quitted. An entry upon the Stratford records shows

that it was finally determined that the child was acci-

dentally drowned.

A few years later occurred an incident which the

late Deacon David Sherwood was fond of relating as

illustrating the uncommon jihysical strength of his

grandfather, John Sherwood, captain of the train-

band and the founder and first elder of the Stratfield

Baptist Church. On a certain training-day, among
the spectators present was a party of Indians from the

reservation on Golden Hill, who had been behaving

rather insolently, and one of them, a burly, athletic

fellow, finally challenged the whites to choose their

best man and he would defeat him in a wrestling-

match. None of the spectators, sturdy farmers though

they were, felt able to cope with the Indian athlete,

whose muscular frame plainly showed him to be a very

formidable antagonist
;
yet all felt it to be important

that his challenge should be accepted, and that he

should be defeated, for the sake of the efiect upon the

other savages. After some deliberation it was decided

that Capt. Sherwood was the only man capable of van-

quishing him, but doubts were expressed whether he

would be willing to engage in a wrestling-match now
that he had become so active in religious matters. A
deputation came to him as he was drilling his men
upon the parade-ground, and after hearing their story

he briefly answered that his present duty was to drill

his company, but that afterwards he would attend to

the matter. Accordingly, when the parade was over

and he had laid aside his regimentals, he approached

the Indian champion, who was naked to the waist and
shining with grease, so that it would have been diffi-

cult for another man to lay hold of him. But, bring-

ing his right hand down upon the shoulder of the

astonished savage, Elder Sherwood crumpled it

up in his vise-like grasp, and then, throwing his

left arm around him, he gave him such a hug and

mighty fall as to leave him almost senseless upon
the field, while the air rang with the plaudits of the

spectators.

At some date unknown, but probably about the year

1700, the Golden Hill Indians sold half their reserva-

tion to Samuel Hawley, of Stratford. Mr. Hawley
subsequently conveyed one-half his purchase to Eich-

I

ard Blacklcach, the phraseology of tlie deed, omitting

legal verbiage, being as follows:

"Kikjw all men I!y tlies presents that I Sam" Haley, of gtratfor'l In

the coiiiitcy of fiiirfield aii'l colony of Connecticut, have Bold, alenated &

j

confirmed, and Uo hy then iireHcntH Kell alienate net over and wmfirme

unf/) M' Jlieljard Dlaeklidge of Stratford aforcHaid hi* heiro Sec the Junta

& Ki|iial halfc of a tract of Ijanil which I have Bought of the Endcrig

llnilian] proprietorH.

" Lying and lieoingon a place comonly caled golding hill ; the whole

<iuantety Beeing fortey acres Bee it more or less: Bounded north with

the Inden fence; westerly with Land of .Ia/;oh waden (Wakeley;; South-

erly with land of .Jacob waclen, Capt Bardsley, and Kuniers his land;

Easterly with a Springing niedo & highway : I say I have for a valuable

Consideration U) nice In hand Kecdd. sold ali'-nated and confirinerl the

equall halfo of the sd. tract of Land to M' Kicl]ar<l lilai;klidge of Stratford

his heirs & assigns &c. for ever. . . . Witness niy hand and seall this -0*^

day of June 1706 Sel.

"Sam" HAt.LEV Senr. "

This deed was witnessed by Jacob Walker, and

was duly acknowledged before Justice Matthew Sher-

wood, but was not recorded until May .3, 1710. The
amount of the valuable consideration paid for forty

j

acres of land on Golden Hill is not stated, but, ten

months afterwards, Mr. Blackleach sold sixteen acres

in the same locality to Benjamin Fayerweather for

the sum of thirty-two pounds in provisions at market
' rates. The essential portions of the deed, abbrevi-

ating as before, are as follows :

" Know all men pr. thes presents that I Kichard Blackledg Sr. for a

[

valuable consideration to mee in hand allready contented & paid pr,

, Benj fayerweather of fayerfield Do pr these presents sell alinate, set over

& coufirme to the sd Benja, fayerweather his heirs &c. for ever; sixteen

I

acres of land, bee it more or less, situate within the limits of Stratford on

Golding hill, commonly soo caled ; & is the one halfeof a parcell of Land

that Sam" Haley Bought of the Indens Belonging to said golding hill,

e.xcept a small parcell that Lies on the south side of the high way that

runs acros sd Hill now In the ocupation of Elizer fayerchild containing

about three acres. The sd. land I have sold to said fayerweather Is

j
Bounded Southerly with the Land of lienery Sumers & John Sumers;

westerly with the Land of Jacob Waclen
;
northerly with the Land of

sd Indens, or thomas Haley's Land which he now improves in right of

above sd Sam" Haley his father, Beeing the Remaiitder of his above sd.

purches: easterly with sd. Indens land or the highway, southeasterly

with the highwa.v and so ranging tell you com to Hcuery Sumerses Laud

as the highway Runs. ...

"witness my hand & seal this first day of Aprcl 1701. The valuable

consideration above was thirty two pounds In pay. Seall.

"Richard Bl.vcklach Q "

!
This deed was witnessed by Samuel Hubbell and

John Edwards and acknowledged before Justice

James Bennett, and was put on record May 15, 1710.

About the year 1760, the Golden Hill Indians

having become much reduced in numbers by death

and by removal, the neighboring white proprietors

began to encroach upon their reservation and to tear

down the unoccupied wigwams. Three of the Indi-

ans, named respectively John. Eunice, and Sarah

Shoran or Sherman, j)etitioned the Legislature for

redress. The matter was investigated, and became

the subject of litigation, which resulted, in 1765, in

j

an order for' the parties who had encroached upon
I the Indians to vacate the premises and restore the

1
land they had unlawfully occupied. A compromise

was, however, finally ett'ected, by which the Indians

i gave up all right and title to their Golden Hill }n'op-
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erty, receiving in exchange twelve acres of land on

the west bank of the Pequonnock River, eight acres

of woodland on Rocky Hill, thirty bushels of corn,

and three pounds' worth of blankets. The tract

upon the river to which they removed was after-

wards known as the " Indian Lot," and was upon the

eastern side of Main Street, not far from the junction

of Washington Avenue. Within the recollection of

men now living an Indian wigwam stood upon this

lot. A clear spring of water in the same vicinity was

also known as the " Indian Spring." The Rocky
Hill tract was north of the present reservoir.

In the manuscript records of the proceedings of

the General Assemby at Hartford are a preamble and

resolution showing, like the incident just mentioned,

that, however unjustly the Indians may have been

treated by unworthy individuals among the whites,

the Legislature of Connecticut was ready to redress

their wrongs. Following is the text of the preamble

and act referred to

:

"Upon complaint of Aaron Havvley, of Hartford,

relative to certain abuses and injuries done to Tom
and Eunice and other Indians of Golden Hill, in

said Stratford, a committee were appointed by the

Assembly to examine into the subject-matter of said

complaint and report make; which said committee

having reported to this Assembly,
" Resolved by this Assembly, That the accounts of

Daniel Morris, of said Stratford, late guardian of

said Indians, have been overcharged, as exhibited

annually to the judge of Probate, and that the credits

for the use of their land fall much short of their real

value ; and for a full settlement of all affairs of said

Indians, said guardian, Daniel Morris, do pay and

satisfy to said Indians the sum of £36 15«. lawful

money and the costs of the suit, and that execution

issue accordingly.

" Costs taxed and allowed at £25 6s. Zld.

" Execution granted Oct. 31, 1783."

The successors of Daniel Morris as guardians of the

Golden Hill Indians have all been men of high stand-

ing in the community, who have taken an interest in

their welfare and carefully managed their affairs.

The record does not show the date of their appoint-

ment, but their names, beginning with the century

and coming down to the present time, are as follows

:

Josiah Lacey, Elijah Burritt, Smith Tweedy, Daniel

O. Wheeler, Dwight Morris, Russell Tomlinson.

In 1802 the General Assembly in session at New
Haven, upon petition of Thomas Sherman, Eunice

Sherman, and others, called Golden Hill Indians,

setting forth that their land was yielding but little

income, directed their agent, Josiah Lacey, to sell

both of the above-named tracts at public auction or

otherwise, which was accordingly done, and the pro-

ceeds invested for their support.

In 1841, Ruby Mansfield and Nancy Sharp, alias

Nancy Pease, petitioned the Legislature, alleging

that they were the sole survivors of the tribe, and

asking that a portion of the money in care of their

agent. Smith Tweedy, be used to purchase a

dwelling-house and sufficient land for their use and
benefit. The Legislature by vote authorized Mr.

Tweedy, with the advice and consent of the judge of

Probate for the District of Bridgeport, to expend a

sum not exceeding six hundred dollars for this object,

and in November he purchased from Samuel Ed-
wards about twenty acres of land, with a small house

upon it, situated in Trumbull, at a place called

Turkey Hill Meadow, where Ruby and Nancy took

up their abode. Their statement, however, that they

were the sole survivors of the tribe was not strictly

accurate.

John Chops, who died in North Bridgei^ort in 1818,

and whose name is perpetuated by the aiDpellation of

a hill upon which his wigwam stood, and William

Sharp, a seafaring man, who is believed to have been

sold into slavery at a South American port by his ras-

cally captain, probably left no issue, but at the present

writing (1880) there are still several families of these

Indians remaining. William Sherman, the most in-

telligent of their number, lives in the town of Trum-
bull. He has for many years been in the employ of

the Ambler family, by whom he is held in very high

esteem for his many good qualities. His wife is a

negro woman, and they have three or four children.

Henry Pease, a nephew of William Sherman, is also

a resident of Trumbull ; he lost his hand a year or

two since by the accidental discharge of a gun. There

is also a family named Jackson, whose home is in

North Stratford. So far as known to the writer, these

are all the survivors of the Golden Hill branch of the

once numerous Paugusset tribe.

At the present time their funds amount to about two

thousand dollars, divided as follows :

Amount paid over to town of Trumbull for support of

Henry Pease, per Act of Legislature $900
Lent William Sherman to build a house 800
Balance in City Savings Bank, Bridgeport 321

Total $2021

CHAPTER VIII.
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Fairfield and Stratford, as related elsewhere in

this volume, were settled by the English in 1639.
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Dr. Trunibiill, in his "History of Connecticut," sayn

that another settlement was l)egun the same year at

Pequonnock, in the western part of Stratford, near

the boundary between the two plantations, and in this

statement several jjassages in the colonial records

Avould at first view seem to sustain him. Yet, upon

further consideration, the question arises whether the

word "Pequonnock" in these jjassages is not loosely

used as another name for Cupheag, or Stratford, and

whether a number of years did not actually elapse

before the fertile plains near the dividing-line between

Fairfield and Stratford tempted a few families to locate

upon them. Certainly it would be very strange if the

first planters within our limits really waited for nearly

forty years before setting up a school of their own,

and for a much longer jieriod before establishing

jjublic worship, considering the importance which we
know that they attached to these institutions; yet

this must have been the case if a settlement was

begun here in 1639.

About the year 1653 a grist-mill is believed to Iiave

been built at the foot of what 'is now called Moody's

Pond, near Mountain Grove Cemetery. Either Henry
Jackson, of Fairfield, who hadjust sold the mill erected

by him in 1648, or his son, Moses Jackson, was the

builder.

In 1670 the land for some three-quarters of a mile

west of the street now called Park Avenue was owned

by ten families, who perhaps have as good a claim as

any to be considered the original settlers.

Following is a list of their names. No. 1 being the

one whose iirojjerty was the farthest east. No. 2 coming

next, and so on

:

1, THK Widow Wheeler.

2, GOODMAN Hall.

3, Joseph Whelpley.

4, John Odell.

5, Samuel Tkeadwell.

These peojile were the proprietors of " long lots,"

—

narrow strips of woodland only a few rods in width,

but extending back into the forest for some six or

eight miles. Even the front line or southern ex-

tremity of these lots we should now consider a long

way back into the country, as it was about as far north

as the present Stratfield Baptist Church. Where the

houses of the owners stood cannot now be certainly

determined, except in two or three instances. Most

of them probably had their homes much farther south-

ward than the locality mentioned, and perhaps some
of them, though owning land here, never lived in Pe-

quonnock at all.

The word " Pequonnock"—the name applied to the

territory near where Park and North Avenues now
intersect—is of Indian origin ; it signifies " place of

slaughter" or " place of destruction," and was perhaps

given to the locality on account of some long-forgot-

ten tragedy occurring among the aborigines. It still

survives in the name of a street, in the title of one of

our banks, and in that of the river upon which the

city is built. In a petition dated May, 1694, the

6, Isaac Wiieeleb.

7, James Bennett.

8, Matthew Sherwood.

9, Richard Hubbell.

10, Henry Jackson.

inhabitants asked that, im the jdaee wiis upon the

boundary-line of the towns of Fairfield and Stratford,

belonging partly to each, the Indian name Pwjuon-

nock might })e clianged to Fairford,—a word whose

composition is at a glance apparent. The (general

Court preferred tiiat it should be called Fairfield Vil-

lage, and so ordcnid; but in the following year the

people changed tliis ajjpellation to Stratfield, though

the change was not legalized until 1701. The follow-

ing order was passed by the A«.sembly at tlie May
session in that year

:

"This Assembly, having Ijcanl aii'l i iiriHiilrTiv] tlie iJOtitiou of tin; in-

habitants of Fairfield village, [jretiented U) tlieni by Lieu* Jaineij Bennett

desiring that the Court would state and |cttle for them a line for the

west l)Oundaryc to their ]ilantation, Ac, doe oriler and enact: That the

line to be the west boundarye of tlie'said plantation shall run so iix that

it may take in anil include within their bounds, one Moses Jackso/i, mil-

ler, his housings and lands and run on the west siile of old Jackson'ij

lotts (viz'), pasture, building lott, and long lott, upwards or north-

wards to the upward or northern end of the bounds of the t*jwn of

Fairlield, and that all such person or jiersons as have built or that shall

build and iidiabit on the east side of the abovesaifl line, and on the west

side of Poquaiiock River, shall pay to all publick charges that shall arise

in the saiil jiliintation )iis ratealjle part thereof.

"Provided alwayes: That this act shall in no wise hinder or abridge

the inhabitants of the said plantation of using and holding the piivi-

ledge of feeding sheep to the westward of the aljovcsaid line, iis it was

granted to them formerly by the inhabitants of the town of Fairfield.

" And further it is enacted by the authoritye aforesaid : That the ssaid

plantation (fornieiiy called Poquannock and Fairfield village; shall for

the future be called by the name of Stratfield."

These limits were afterwards enlarged by an act

passed by the General Assembly at New Haven in

October, 1752.

The code of laws drawn ujj for Connecticut Colony

by Roger Ludlow, the first' settler of Fairfield, and

deputy-governor of the colony, which was adopted by

the General Court in the year 1650, contains this

passage

:

"It being one chief project of that old deluder Sathan, to keepo men
from the knowledg of the Scriptures, as in former times keeping them
in an unknown tongue, so in these latter times by persua<iing them from

the vse of Tongues, so that at least the true .sence and meaning of the

original! might bee clouded witli false glos>es uf faint seeming deceivers;

and that Learning may not bee buried in the Oiave of o' Forefathers in

Church and Commonwealth, the Lord assisting our indeavors. It is

therefore ordered that every Towneship within this Jurisdiction after the

Lord hath increased them to the number of fifty householders, shall

then forthwith ap])oint one within theire Tuwne to teach all such chil-

dren as shall resort to him, to write and l ead, whose wages shall be paid

either by the jiai ents or masters of such children, or by the iidiabitants

in generall. . . .\ud it is further ordereil, that where any Towne shall

increase to the number of one hundred families or liousholdei's they

shall set up a Grammar Schoole, the mastei-s thereof being able to in-

struct youths so fan- as they may be fitted tor the Vniversity,"

There i.s abundant evidence to show that this law

was not suttered to remain a dead letter upon the

statute-book, and that the projects of the "old de-

luder" met with considerable opjxj.-iition.

As early as 1650 it was voted by the inhabitants of

Stratford in public meeting to pay the schoolma.ster

thirty-six pounds per annum,—a large sum consider-

ing the small size of the place and the greater relative

value of money at that day,—the town to bear one-

half the expense, and the parents of the I'hildren the

balance.
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So, also, the oldest document signed by the inhabi-

tants of the plantation of Stratfield, as such, that I

have been able to find, is a petition for a school, ad-

dressed to the General Court, dated May, 1678, and
subscribed by Isaac Wheeler, John Odell, Sr., and

Matthew Sherwood, in behalf of the people of the

place. The distance of nearly four miles that sepa-

rates them from Fairfield Centre is too great, they say,

to be easily traversed by the children, especially the

younger ones, and therefore they had set up a school

of their own and employed an experienced teacher.

Forty - seven children were already in attendance.

The expense of the school they propose to bear them-

selves, but ask to be freed from taxation for the bene-

fit of the one in Fairfield. Rev. Samuel Wakeman,
minister at Fairfield, added a favorable indorsement

to the petition, though most of his parishioners were

opposed to granting it. The General Court referred

the matter to the Fairfield County Court, with power

to act, and recommended that body to make an allow-

ance to the petitioners from the county revenues

equal to or greater than their annual school-tax.

Ten years after the commencement of this school

a young graduate of Harvard College, Charles Chaun-

cey by name, son of Eev. Israel Chauncey, of Strat-

ford, began to hold religious meetings in Pequonnock.

These meetings were begun in the year 1688, as shown

by a receipt or acquittance bearing Mr. Chauncey's

signature, which may be seen upon the parish rec-

ord-book, and they must have been held either in the

school-house or in private dwellings, for no church

had then been built. Though but twenty years of

age, the preaching of the young divinity-student

found favor, and in May, 1690, forty-six persons, the

greater part of them residents of Pequonnock, peti-

tioned the General Court to free them from paying

taxes for the support of pulpit and school in Fairfield

or in Stratford, as they purposed to maintain their I

own. Their petition, although acquiesced in by Strat-
'

ford, was ojiposed by Fairfield, and the Court did not

grant it.

Further petitioning followed, met by continued

opposition on the part of Fairfield, whose representa-

tives submitted a remonstrance containing twenty-

four rather ill-natured " reasons why those of pequon-

nock should not be discharged from paying anny of

our town dews," but in the spring of 1694 liberty was

finally obtained to embody as a separate parish. A
formal call was immediately extended to Mr. Chaun-

cey and accepted by him, and an annual salary of

sixty pounds, payable in provisions at market rates,

was voted him " for his encouragement in the work of

the ministry."

The first meeting-house was a small building

erected and roofed in, as we learn from one of the

petitions to the General Court, in the summer of 1693.

It stood upon a hill on the west side of Park Avenue,

just south of Clark Street,—a site comrhanding a fine
i

view in every direction and not easily surprised

by the Indians. The worshipers carried arms and
were summoned to their devotions by a drummer,

—

a practice common in the colony, and alluded to in

the following lines

:

" New England's Sabbath-day

Is heaven-like, still, and pure

;

Then Israel walks the way
Up to the temple door.

The time we tell

When there to come,

By beat of drum
Or sounding shell."

The church was formally organized and Mr. Chaun-
cey was ordained, June 13, 1695. This is the same
body which is now known as the First Congregational

or North Church of Bridgeport. Upon the early

records, however, it is not designated by any denomi-
national title, but simply as "The Church of Christ in

Stratfield." The original members were nine in num-
ber, all males,—viz., Richard Hubbell, Sr., Isaac

Wheeler, Sr., James Bennett, Sr., Samuel Beardsley,

Samuel Gregory, Sr., Matthew Sherman, Richard

Hubbell, Jr., David Sherman, John Odell, Jr. Four
weeks afterwards fifteen females were admitted to

membership by letter,—nine from the church in Fair-

field, and six from that in Stratford.

David Sherman was the first deacon. He was a

farmer, and his home was on the summit of Toil-

some Hill. Besides being gifted in prayer and taking

the lead in religious services acceptably in the ab-

sence of the pastor, he was a good singer and acted as

chorister, as shown by the following vote, passed Feb.

16, 1707-8: "Voted: That Thomas Hawley should

second Ensigne Sherman in seting y^ psalm in pub-

lick." From another vote, passed in 1755, it appears

that the collection of psalmody in use down to that

time was the old " New England" or " Bay Psalm
Book," copies of which are now very rare and com-

mand an enormous price. There is no mention in the

records of the practice of lining out the psalm
;
but,

as it was usual throughout New England, it may
have prevailed here. The custom had its origin in

the scarcity of books. Originally but one line was

given out at a time for the congregation to sing, but

it was found that coming to a full stop at the end of

each line did not always improve the sense
;

as, for

instance, in the following couplet

:

" The Lord will come ; and he will not

Keep silence, but speak out."

Hence the practice of reading two lines at a time was

introduced, and continued down to about the period

of the Revolution.

Charles Chauncey, son of Rev. Israel, of Stratford,

and grandson of President Chauncey, of Harvard

College, was born at Stratford, Sept. 3, 1668; was

graduated at Harvard in 1686, and commenced his

labors in Pequonnock, as already mentioned, in 1688.

March 18, 1689-90, he was made a freeman at Fair-

field. He married, June 29, 1692, Sarah, daughter of
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Col. John Burr, of Pequoniiock, and in December of

the same year the town of Fairfield granted him three

acres of land, on the north side of his home lot, to

descend to his heirs "if he dy in the ministry at Po-

quannock," but otherwise to revert to the town. The
facts resjjecting his ordination have already been

given. Mr. Chauncey's homestead was ujjon the

street afterwards called Cooke's Lane and Grove Street,

not very far from the present terminus of the horse-

railroad in Fairfield Avenue. His first wife died in

1697. His second wife, Sarah, daughter of Henry
AVolcott, and sister of Roger Wolcott, Governor of

Connecticut, died Jan. 5, 1703-4, and on March 14,

1710, he married Elizabeth Sherwood, who outlived

him. Mr. Chauncey died Dec. 31, 1714, " aged 48

years," says his tombstone, which may still be seen

near the southwest corner of the old Stratfield bury-

ing-ground. Following is an extract from his will

:

" To my wife, Elizabeth, £10 yearly from my estate at Lambeth, Eng-

land ; which estate came to me from my father, Israel. To my son Israel

the balance of the estate at Lambeth, he paying the said £10. To my
eon John the homestead at Stratford. To my sons Robert and Ichabod

Wolcott all my estate in Stratfield, slaves, etc. To my daughter Abiah,

now wife of Kev. Timothy Cntler, of Stratford, successor of Israel my
father, £40."

The number of children baptized by Mr. Chauncey

in his own parish from June, 1695, until his death, in

December, 1714, was four hundred and forty-four.

During the same time ninety-seven adults were ad-

mitted to full communion, besides many others re-

ceived under " the half-way covenant." No register

of deaths appears upon the church records, and the

list of marriages is incomplete. Commodore Isaac

Chauncey, born at Black Rock in 1772, a distin-

guished naval commander in the war of 1812, was his

great-grandson.

One of Mr. Chauncey's parishioners was Samuel
Hubbell, the recorder, who died in 1714, leaving

a large estate. The inventory of his effects upon
the Fairfield Probate records is a voluminous docu-

ment, well worth reading, but hardly of sufficient

importance to copy in full here. A few extracts from

it, however, will show what articles composed the

wearing-apparel, weapons of war, and library of a

wealthy man at that day :

Wearing Apparel.

Appraised value.

£. s. d.

1 worsted Caniblet Coat '2

1 broad clotli coat 2
1 Searge do 10
1 liiose do G
1 dettels do 15
1 Serge vest 1

1 boUand do 5
1 old serge tlo 3
1 tlannell do 2
1 pr leatlier briclies S
1 " Serge " 10
1 " Druggit " 2
1 " Striped leather brichea (i

1 " Cherry derry " 3
1 " checkered linen " 1 6
1 Castor 14
1 old hat 4
1 gaelick shirt S
2 do 1(1

£. B, d.

2 paire worsted Htfic.kens 2

2 honicHpun do H

1 " Blioes :i

4 neck clothn 12
pocket handkerchiefs 4 6

Armjt.

1 lluckaneer gun 2

1 gun Si sijnare liarrell I 'A

1 gun with a Jirans sencer

1

10

1 sliort gun, 1

1 Case of pist<j|s and holsters 14

1 Simniitej- and licit 1

1 liaggerjet ami bell 2

1 two edgerl Kiejjer | r apier] 12
1 brans liilt rieper ajid belt 10
1 lirolicii licpcr o

1 old hacli Hwiird r>

70 ttis, p(jwiler (oj, 2s 7

Shot and bullets o

140 »>H. lead (m. D^d

2

0 10

2 bullet pouches 1

MiscelUineouH.

1 looking glass 14
10 m. H penny nails & lOe. per m 5

I'J " 6 " " " 78, "

6

\.i

1 Cai-t and wheels [the only vehicle] 16

1 Iron lamp A

3 Candlesticks 2

2 wooden bottels 3

1 doz. trenchers 1 6

2 bear (!asks

Brueingtubb o

Churn

Boola.

A great bible 17

old psalm book 1

M' Allen conserning heart work 2

ditto upon the Covenant 1

3 flavels works 3

Pilgrims progress 1

the young man's guide 8
Mf Williams lapptivity 1

A token for children 1

A preparation for y" Sacrement 8

Mr. Mathers works 1

Spelling book 8

.John Vernons works I 6

Secretarys guide 1

boon's military book 8
life of M' Henry Gearnig 1

Lucanesbook 1

All local affairs were settled in parish meetings,

usually held in the school-house at the hour of sun-

down. The legal way of warning meetings was by

posting three notices,—one at or near the meeting-

house, one at Deacon David Sherman's corner, on

Toilsome Hill, and a third upon an old white-oak

tree which used to stand upon the boundary-line be-

tween Fairfield and Stratford. The officers appointed

at these meetings were selectmen, school committee,

sheep-masters, collectors, a treasurer, a constable, and

a recorder. The selectmen laid the tax, the collectors

gathered it, and the treasurer paid it out for the support

of pulpit and school. The sheep-masters had cliarge

of the town flock, concerning which more presently.

The constable's duty, besides "putting forth pursuits

or Hue and cries, after thieves, burglarious, profane

swearers, and Sabbath-breakers," was " to warn those

that frequented taverns and spent their time idly

there," and to look after the boys in time of public

worship. The recorder, or society's clerk, was one of

the most important officers in the parish. Samuel

Hubbell filled the place until his deatli. in 1714,

when he was succeeded by John Burr, who was fol-

lowed in 1720 by Deacon Lemuel Sherwood, at whose

docease, in 1732, Daniel Hubbell took the oflice.
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The original record-boolc, though much dilai^idated,

is still in existence, and perhaps in no way can so good

an idea of life in Stratfield at tliat early day be ob-

tained as by making some extracts from its pages, and,

with the exception of a few words of explanation,

suffering them to tell their own story

:

EXTRACTS FROM PARISH RECORDS.

"Tilt! Records of the Accts of fairfeild vilag, Beegun in the yer

1693^.
*' It was then voted per the sd. Sosiety that Mr. Charles Chauncey, for

his Incurigemeut In the ministre.y shall Have Sixtey pounds in good

provisions for the yr. Insueing, to bee paid Him By way of Rate, Each

man acording to the Liste of his Estate given In."

Mr. Chauucey's salary was afterwards raised to

eighty pounds, and was paid in provisions at market

rates, which were about as follows: Wheat, 5-5. per

bushel ; Indian corn and rye, Ss. per bushel
;
pork,

Sid. per pound. He was also annually supplied with

fifty or sixty loads of firewood, worth about ten jjounds !

more, one-fourth of it being of good hickory, the
|

remainder oak. '

The votes which follow relate to the custom of call-

ing the i^eople to church by beat of drum, of which

mention has already been made. It will be seen that

the drummer marched around the meeting-house so

as to give the settlers on every side the full benefit of

the summons

:

1699, September ;
" Voted to give James Benit His rate to Mr. Chaun-

cey for beating tlie drume on publick days."

1710, Dec. 22 :
" Voted that tlie Select men shall agree witli a man to

Swepe tlie meetinghouse & Beeat the Di-ume on Sabath days, but not to

give above 40 s. pr. yer'"

1715, .Tuly, 17: "Voted that the Drum shall bee batten round the '

meting hous on Sabath Days."

About seven years after the meeting-house was

built, an effort was made to render it more comfort-

able. New seats, and iron window-casements with

panes of glass, were among the improvements made.

Before that time it is possible that oiled paper had

been used in the windows as a substitute for glass.

Following are some of the votes in relation to the

inatter

:

169U, Oct. 30: "Voted that the Sosiety wold bee at the Charg of new
seating the meating house.

"Voted to pay a Rate of one penny in the pound towards the Seating

of said Meeting house and other Charges."

1700, April 3: "Voted that the Sosiety wold have the meeting house

Seeated with wainscut work."

1701, April 28: " It was then voted by thU Sosiety that the same Com-
j

mitty which was apoynted to hier a man to make the seats for the meet-

ing house shall have the same power to hier workemen to make Iron

Casements for the meeting house and glaze them as is needful."

The iron casements must have rattled, and the
\

teeth of the worshij^ers chattered, when the January

blasts swept over the hilltop upon which the meeting-

house stood, for fires were a luxury unknown in the
i

early Puritan meeting-houses. The zeal of the hearer

and his interest in the sermon were .supposed to be

sufficient to make him oblivious to trifling discom-

forts.

How the boys were cared for in time of service is

shown by entries like the following. The constable,

with his staff of office, must have been an awe-insf)ir-

iug personage, but less so than his successor, Noah
Morehouse, who was the village gravedigger, and
used to receive three shillings for digging large, or

two shillings and sixpence for small, graves. An un-

fortunate boy in his grasp must have experienced

about the same sensations that Ichabod Crane did

when pursued by the headless horseman of Sleepy

Hollow

:

1699 (month illegible) :
" Voted that the Constabell shall have the

Charge of the boys on Sabath day, to keep them in order."

1712, Oct. 8 :
" Noah Morehouse Is Chosen to whip boys on Sabath

days."

1723, Sept. 17 :
" Voted that Thomas Chambers shall seet In ye West

Gallery to look after y hoyes on Sabbath dayes to keep them in Good

order. Also voted that John Hubble shall seet in y^front Gallery to look

after y>' boyes on y" Sabbath dayes to keep them iu good order for the

year In suing."

1725, Dec. 19 :
" Voteil that Nathaniel Wackle should be the man to

look after ye boyes a Saboth dayes in time of Exercise, that they play

not."

But, however strict the discipline of the boys may
have been, there is nothing to show that attendance

upon public worship was ever made couii:)ulsory in

Stratfield, nor do the records caiitain any in.stances of

fine or impi'isonnient for non-attendance, as in some

other places in New England.

As the reader will observe, the Stratfield records

include a variety of matter, genealogical and com-

mercial as well as ecclesiastical. Some of the former

class are recorded with great minuteness. Witness

the following

:

" Benjamin (?) fayrcwether was married unto Sarah Wheeler (date

illegible).

"Their daughter Katherine born wensday morning, March 3,1693-94.

" Hannah, born munday Evening December 2S">, 1696.

"Andrew, born (illegible) feberuary l."!, 1C9S-9.

" Jedediah, born Saturday evening, December 28'1>, 1700.

"John, born tliusday, sunsat, December 28, 1703.

" penlope, boi-u Munday, febur. IS*, 1705-6.

" Josei'li, bora tursday, 11 o'clock att night, Nov. 4, 1707.

" thonnuas, born monday morning, October 17, 1709.

" wolter, boi n monday nit, 11 clock, Decem' 17, 1711.

"Sarah, boi n tu..iilay morning, fore Clock, Sept. 22,1713.

"mary,born triday nit, 11 clock, Januar. 13, 1715-16.

" Benj. was born October the first, about 9 att night on tuesday, 1717.

and his brother born the Same time : they were twines but ye last died

instantly in J4 an hour.

" waiter died December y" 26"', 1717.

"James was born thirsday night about 11 a clock, 1721, august the

24th, aud died the 29"> Instant.

"Brought To record the Marriage of Samuel Hall and ye birth of his

Children on tlie eighth day of February 1730-31, and the accou« thereof

is as followetli

:

"Namly Samuel Hall and Sarah Silliman entered Into a marriage

state July the 29"> day, in ye year 1714.

" his son David Hall was born July ye 12«ii day, 1715 on Tusday, about

break of day.

"His daughter Martha Hall was born April ye gt"" day 1717, on tusday

abouglit ye middel of ye after noon.

" His son Saniuell Hall was born Decemi" ye le"" day 1718, on tusday

night.

" His son Nathaniell Hall was born Novem>"- ye third day 1720, Thirs-

day.

" His son Ebenez. Hall was born March ye 12"' day 1723 on tusday.
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" His Daughter Sarah Hall was born february y» 20"' day 1724 on Sat-

urday.

"His son David Hall departed this life february y« 13"> day 1725-26 on

tusday.

"His daughter Mary Hall was born Septem'"' y« 18"" day 1726, on

Sabath day.

" His son david Hall was born June y" 20"' day 1728 on thirsday.

. " His son abel Hall was born July y 12th day 1730, on Sabath day."

Not less minute than this list of births is the record

of deaths upon the church register, in the beautifully

clear handwriting of Rev. Samuel Cooke, Mr. Chaun-

cey's successor, a few extracts from which are annexed :

" 1731-32, March 20, Died Josiah Cooke, one of my twin Sons, in 2 i

hours after its birth.

" 1731-32, Marcli 21, Died Eliasaph Cooke, y« otlier of my twin Sons,

in 26 hours after its birth.

" 1732, May 26, Died my Dear wife Elizabeth, in y 31"' year of her Age
of an Apoplexy.

" 1732, September 2, Died Deacon Lemuel Sherwood in y — year of

his Age : of a Dropsie.

" 1732, September 3, Died Joseph Fayerweather at Bostcm, in yo 25tli

year of his Age ; of a Bloody flux.

" 1732, November 10, Died Capt. Sam". Sherwood in y« — year of his

Age, of a malignant Fear [fever?].

" 1732, November 21, Died at Fairfield Sam'. Morehouse, of a malignant

Fever, Aged about — years.

" 1732, December 23, Died Serg' Samuel French of the Dry belly acli,

aged about — years.

" 1732-33, Feb. 26, Died Hannah the infant Posthumous Daughter of

Deacon Sherwood.
" 1733, October 20, Died Eunice, the Daugliter of Benj" Beardsle of y"

Bladder, aged 1 year. '

" 1733, October 30, Died Edward, the Son of Stephen Burrows, of the '

Bladder, aged 1 year.

" 1733, November 17, Died Isaac Wheeler by bleeding of a Wound iu

his leg w"'' seemed almost cured.

" 1733-34, JanT in the morning, Died Moses' Jackson's Wife, of a

Lethergie.

"1734-35, Feb. 8. Dorcas, the Negro Girl of Major John Burr, of a

feaver.

" 1734-35, Feb. 26, Francis Hall Jun'^, Died of a malignant pleurisie.

" 1734-35, March 7, David, the untimely Infant of Obadiah Beardslee."

Sheep-raising was an industry of some importance

in Stratfield. The sheep were of the old long-legged

breed, and were pastured on land owned in common,
or upon the highway, and at night folded together by
a man hired by the town for that purpose. Madam
Knight in her " Journey from Boston to New York
in 1704" alludes to this practice. Rev. Samuel Cooke,

besides being the spiritual shepherd of Stratfield, was
at one time one of the owners of the town-flock.

"1706, FeburJ. At a meeting of the proprietors of the Sheepe in Strat-

field it was then voted that the Sheepe shall bee Lett at Sharmou's cor-

ner or near there about. Voted that Saml. Hubbell, Richard Hubbell &
Sam" Sumei-s Bee Sheepe masters to order the prudentials of the flock

for the yer Insuing. Voted that the Sheepe mastei-s shall Have power to

hier men to clear the Comons for the advantige of the flock & to pay
the Charges from the Sheepe money."

1709, March 28 : "James Hubbell agrees with the sheepmasters to keep
the flock from March 29th until the time of taking up the sheep at Mick-
elmas for 3s. per day in provision pay, or 2s. 6d. if he has a boy to help

him."

1723, Dec. 24: " Voted that the Sheep Shall bee Lett at the School Hous
for the year Insuing. Voted that they that do not bring in the number
of their Sheep by^e middle of Jeneary shall loose their money."

Horses were branded not only upon the shoulder,

but upon the ear, every owner having his own private

mark, which was registered as carefully as trade-

marks are at the present day.

6

Several pages upon the record-boftk are filled with

the particulars of sales and exchanges like the follow-

ing:

1701, August; " Saml. whelftrs marke i» a smale forke on the ner er

and a nick under it, and a lialfo peny under the ofl er."

1703 :
" francis Hall sold Ui John the frenchman at MilfonJ one hone,

Darke browne marked with 3 IjalfponnyH under the ofl er,Hlit in the ner

ear. Branded on tlie ner sholder; sd horse wa« Hold to said french maa
for ."

The price paid by John the Frenchman for his

hor.se is destined apparently to remain, like the au-

thorshii) of Junius' Letters or the identity of the Man
with the Iron Mask, one of the unsolved j)roblems of

history, the concluding words of the paragraph hav-

ing become, through age and much handling, wholly

illegible.

1702, Dec. 18 :
" Daniell Bardsley sold Josejih Bcnit a Dun horse, with a

Large Star In the torched. Branded X on the ner Shoulder, and two half-

pennys on the under side of the near ear."

1702, Dec. 18. "Joseph Benit Sold Daniell Bardsly one hors; Dark

Browne with a bald face and foure wliite feet with a forke on the ner ear

and a halfe peney on the off' ear on tlie under side : about 7 yers old."

Aprii'5, 1703 :
" Sam' french sold James Hubbell one horse, black with

Abell Binghams eare mark, 2 yr old, for the some of 3 slieep and 2

Lams."

Jan. 2, 1705 :
" Jonatluvn Taylor exchanged a roneish mare y' was for-

merly Edward Lacy" having a blaze down y«face, marked with a slit down

ye tiear eare & half penny on y foreside ofy off eare, and branded with

F on y" near shoulder with Benj. Fayerweather for a Bay mare with a

blaze down y face, a wall eye two white feete behind.

" Present at y exchange Jno. Sealy, Math. Sljarwood .Tun^."

" Tlie under ritton being Desired to appris a black mare that was tacken

up in the Woods above fairfield by Saml. hall, being about ten yer old,

hath a Star in the forad, marcked with a half penny under the ner Ere,

with Colchester brand & M. R. on the nor buttock ; wee Doo apprise tlie

sd. mare to be worth fifty shiling in mony. witness our hands August

16, 1714. •
•

" Benj. geigoey

"Saml. Odell."

Here is an entry which seems to indicate the ex-

istence of something like a guild or trade union

among the storekeepers of the place,—hardly very

numerous I imagine, though " majority of merchants

in Stratfield" certainly has an imposing sound. The
votes which follow show that keeping tavern without

a license was not permitted

:

1706-7 March (?) 21" :
" Mr Jo' Bennitt of Stratfield haveing payd full

satisfaction to the Majority of Merchants in Stratfield for his tradeing in

said place as a Merchant, the said Society acknowledges thesame Jt allow

him to enter on y" records of Stratfield Joseph Bennitt Merchant.
" Sam' Hubbell Recorder."

1713, Sept. 23 :
" Voted that the wedow hubbell shall be tavern ceper

for this yer."

1715, July 17 : " Mr. Ben fairwether alsow cosen [chosen] tarven ceper

for the yer in suing."

After the death of Mr. Chauncey, Stratfield Society

extended a call to Rev. Samuel Cooke to become their

pastor. Mr. Cooke accepted, promising to serve them

in the ministry for life if they would cheerfully and

unanimously agree to pay him one hundred pounds

per annum in current money, or in provisions at the

following rates : Indian corn, '2s.
;

rye, 2s. Sd.
;
wheat,

4s. per bushel
;
pork, '20d. per hundred.

A vote had previously been passed to repair the

meeting-house, but nothing had been done. luime-
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diately after Mr. Cooke's acceptance of the call vigor-

ous measures were taken in this direction

:

1715, July 17 :
" John Burr, Benj. fairwether then added a Com'«s unto

Capt. John Barsley, Mr. Jaems Benitt, & Richard hubhell to git the

galerey finched and to sue SamU franch for not performin of his obliga-

tion which lie gaive to finch the galerey."

1715, December: "Richard huhbell, thomas hally, Jaems Sely chosen

Com"' to Consult some Cafendurs for the In Largment of the meting

lious."

The " Cafendurs" seem to have given it up as a

hopeless case, and a new meeting-house, near what is

now the northwest corner of Park and North Avenues,

was decided upon

:

1716, November :
" Voted that the plas for the sating of a new meting

hous, if they shall afterward agree to bild one, shall he nere the Cor-

ner of Joseph Trobige's orchard Lot, Deceased, on the norwest sid the

road, between that and the wedow Sharmans, Deceased.

" Also voted, same meting, that thay will bild a uue meting hous of the

folowing dimenchuns : 22 feet between joynts, 48 feet long, 38 feet wide,

a long roof Cost not to exceed £250."

1716-17, March 11 :
" Voted that thair shall be sow much Rume Laft in

the Nue meting hous for pues as the Com"« shall judge best. Also

Agreed that the Com^' is impoured to lay out the hove sd. pues, and say

hoe shall have them."

Col. John Burr and the family of Rev. Mr. Cooke

were the first to occupy pews. The remainder of the

congregation were assigned seats annually, according

to the social position of each, by a committee chosen

for the purpose,—an unchristian custom long preva-

lent in Connecticut.

1717, Dec. 30 :
" Voted that the Nue meting hous shall be sated by

Dignety Adge and a State [Estate] by the presant List.

" Alsow Voted that David Sharmen, Richard hubbell, John odell, SamU

Sharword, John Burr, shall be a Comfeo to Sate y meting hous, and have

pouer to Sate from time to time as thay see reason."

1723, Dec. 24 :
" Voted that Mr. Edwards shall Have Liberty to build a

little House somewhere near y« meeting house."

This must have been one of the Sabbath-day

houses, common throughout the colony,—small build-

ings divided into two apartments, one for either

.sex, with ample fireplaces, around which those

members of the congregation who came from a dis-

tance gathered during intermission and partook of

refreshments, discussing the while theology, or some-

times perhaps more worldly topics.

1725-26, March 17 :
" Voted that they will have a bell for the meating

House att the Charge of the Society. Also voted that Sear. Samuel

Gregory, John Hall, And David Sherman Jun' shall be a Committee to

agree with Mr. Lucus for said bell."

Apparently, the committee and Mr. Lucas failed to

agree, and no bell was purchased at this time.

In 1770 a tall steeple was built at the west end of

the church, paid for partly by subscription, partly by
tax. In March, 1774, another committee was ap-

pointed to take up subscriptions for a bell, and on

September 12th of the same year, the bell having

been hung, it was voted to ring it not only on Sun-

days, but at noon and nine o'clock p.m., on other

days.

It seems likely that the bell was speedily cracked,

whether by ordinary use or by excess of patriotic zeal,

for on Nov. 1, 1775, it was voted to have it taken

down and run over.*

Brief mention has already been made of the Rev.

Samuel Cooke, who succeeded Mr. Chauncey as pas-

tor of the Stratfield Church. Mr. Cooke was born in

Guilford, Nov. 22, 1687, and was graduated at Yale

in 1705. He married, Nov. 30, 1708, Miss Anne
Trowbridge, of New Haven. In October, 1712, and

for three years following, he was elected deputy or

representative from New Haven, and by the Assembly

at each session was chosen clerk. His pastorate in

Stratfield began in June, 1715, and continued until

his death, Dec. 2, 1747,—a period of thirty-two years.

Mr. Cooke was a man of much dignity, and in

public always appeared in full ministerial costume,

—

a heavy curled wig, black coat , and small-clothes,

shoes fastened with silver buckles, and over all a

large cloak or gown. His homestead fronted upon

the street long called by his name,—Cooke's Lane,

more recently Grove Street, not far from the Roman
Catholic cemetery. It was three times invaded by

death. His second wife was Widow Esther Sloss, nSe

Burr ; his third, Elizabeth, daughter of Joseph Piatt

;

and his fourth, Abigail, widow of Rev. Joseph Moss,

of Derby.

There is a certain pathos in the entry in which he

excuses his failure to attend to the church records for

a long period :
" Whoever shall succeed me in the

ministry here, let him not neglect the records of bap-

tism, etc., as through multiplied troubles and sorrows

I have done for many years past, of which I can only

say that I suppose all the white children belonging to

this place, born from the beginning of the year 1719

to July, 1731, were baptized, excepting David Jack-

son's. A particular account I hope will follow after-

wards."

Mr. Cooke in his later years sufiered also from the

depreciation of the currency in which his salary was

paid, old-tenor bills, worth hardly one-fifth of their

face. His executors brought suit against the parish

and recovered heavy damages, which the Legislature

confirmed. His successor in the ministry here was

Rev. Lyman Hall, some account of whom will be

found in the next chapter.

Mr. Hall was in turn followed by the Rev. Robert

Ross, who became pastor of the Stratfield Church

Nov. 28, 1753, and remained over it for more than

forty-two years. A remarkable occurrence took place

during his ministry. The people had assembled for

worship on the morning of Sunday, July 28, 1771.

A thunder-shower was gathering, but the services

went on as usual, until the congregation rose and re-

mained standing while the minister led them in

prayer. The room grew darker and darker as the

heavy clouds rolled up, while the distant muttering

* This bell, after having been recast, was brought to Bridgeport in

1808, and placed in the steeple of the old North Church, where it re-

mained until destroyed by fire in 1851.
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of the thunder showed tliat a fearful storiri was im-

pending. The form of tlie pastor at length l)eeame

almo.st invisible in the deejjening gloom, but still he

prayed on. Suddenly a dazzling glare of light filled

the room, revealing in its swift passage the pale faces

of the startled worshipers. The crashing peal of

thunder which followed drowned the voice of the

speaker, and he paused breathless. When the last

echo of the thunder had died away, and the people

were again left in darkness, there was an interval of

awful expectancy. At length a solemn voice from

the pulpit broke the stillness with the words, "Are
we all here f" For a moment no one could answer,

but as the congregation moved out and left the

church, it was found that two of the most respected

citizens had been taken in an instant from the house

of God below, into the nobler house not made with

hands, above. They were two of the best men in the

little congregation,—Lieut. David Sherman and Capt.

John Burr,—both of them in full health and in the

prime of life. The former lived on Park Avenue,

half a mile above North Avenue ; the latter upon

the corner of North and Clinton Avenues. The so-

ciety voted to repair the damage done to the steeple

by the lightning, and to put up a lightning-rod, then

a new invention.

No particulars respecting the first school-house or

its teachers have been preserved. A second one was

built in 1703, as shown by the following vote

:

Sept. 20, 170:i: "Pr. the inhabitants of Stratefild then voted that

Stratfleld wold bee at the Charge of buildindg a Schoolhous sixteen foot

Wide and 21 feet Long. A^oted that the Schoolehous should bee sett

neear the whit oack boundre, between that and the run of water that

comes oat of Capt. Sharwod's paster."

Where Capt. Sherwood's pasture was, the present

writer does not know. The white-oak tree referred to

was on the boundary-line between Stratford and Fair-

field, and was used as a public sign-post. Probably

the schoolhouse stood near the junction of Park

Avenue and Pequonnock Street, not far from the site

of the present one in " Old South" district.

In 1710, William Rogers was the schoolmaster, and
his agreement with the school committee, Samuel

Hubbell and Benjamin Fayerweather, is still extant:

"The said William Rogers, Schoolmaster of the said Plantation, is to

keep a Eeading and writing School in the said Plantation, to teach the

children & Youth to Read, write, & cypher, the ternie and time of Si.\

months, commencing on the first day of the Instant Jan'J (1710). And
if said Rogers shall be wanting in said six months, he is to keep a night

school,—viz., five nights every week (unto) the Tenth day of March next,

and the said Plantation is to pay to (said) Rogers the sum of Nineteen

pounds as Provition pay, and the remaynder as hath been payd to other

Schoolmasters, to be judged by the Treasurer of the place, at or before
[

the first day of April next."

John Wheeler, born March, 1709-10, died Sept. 26,

1790, taught school for many years. His compensa-
tion for teaching a summer school, in the year 1736,

was sixty-three pounds, but the currency was then
depreciated. "Master" Wheeler, as he was always

called, was held in universal esteem. He was the son
'

of Dr. John Wheeler, the village physician, and mar-

ried Dorothy, one of tin- iiiiie daughters of Deacon

David Sherman, and after tlie rlcath of lii.s father-in-

law resided in tlie hous(! built by the latter uj>on the

top of Toilsome Hill. This was "a large two-.story

edifice built in the best style of the day, with long

sloping roof, high porch in front, and window.s of

diamond glass set in lead sashes. The children of

Master Wheeler were three, all daughters,—viz.,

Dolly, Eunice, and Drusilla, the latter the wife of

Abijah Beardsley, a Revoluti(mary soldier."

The time when the school in Toilsome District was

established, is fixed by an entry on the society's

record-book dated Dec. 20, 1738

:

" Voted that this Society will have two schoolu : one where it Iia* been

formerly kept and the other at Tilesome hill."

A third school was established in 17o4 "at or near

the upper end of Sport Hill, so called;" but this must

have been discontinued, for in 1766 the following

votes were passed. The spelling would seem to indi-

cate that additional school privileges were not un-

necessary :

1766, Dec. 12: "Voted that the Society will have a thurd School in the

Society this year. Voted that the thurd School Sh&ll be Keept at the

Little house in the first Croass highway, ueer Xathaniel Seeley's."

1766, Dec. 29: "Voted that the Society will Divid tliemselves in to

projjer and necessary Distreets for Keeiiing theire Schools. A'oted that

Sam>' Sherwood, Benja" Wheler, and Sam" Sherwood the 3d, be a com***

for that purpus."

The committee reported a fortnight later, advising

the formation of three districts, the boundary between

the lower and middle ones to be " the highway .south-

ward of Elnathan Sherman's house,"—perhaps the

one now known as Lincoln Avenue, a little above

Beach's Woods. All the territory below this line was

to be the South District,—a fact which exjjlains the

reason why the district in our present city limits ex-

tending farthest northward is known by the name of
" Old South." The boundaries of these districts were

afterwards slightly changed.

As early as the year 1707 services according to the

form of the Protestant Episcopal Church were held in

the parish of Stratfleld. They were conducted by

Rev. George Muirson, an agent of the English "So-

ciety for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts,"

stationed at Rye, N. Y., but at this time upon a mis-

sionary tour through western Connecticut. These ser-

vices were held in a private house, as there was at

that time no Episcopal church edifice in the colony.

A few persons, mostly adults, were baptized.

The first missionary of this society settled in Fair-

field County was the Rev. George Pigot, who in 1723

became stated pastor of the churches in Fairfield and

Stratford, but in 1727 was transferred to Providence,

R. I. He was succeeded by the Rev. Henry Caner,

who was graduated at Yale College in 1724; studied

theology with Dr. Samuel Johnson at Stratford ; was

ordained in England, and in 1727 appointed mis-

sionary at Fairfield. Mr. Caner preached in most of

the towns in Fairfield County and founded the Epis-
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copal Churches in Norwalk and Stamford. He also '

read the service occasionally in Stratfield in a private

house. The University of Oxford conferred the de-

gree of M.A. upon him in 1735, and in 1766 the addi-

tional title of D.D. After twenty years of faithful

service. in Fairfield and vicinity he was appointed, in

1747, rector of King's Chapel, Boston.

Mr. Caner's successor in Fairfield was the Rev.

Josejjh Lamson, a native of Stratford and a graduate

of Yale College, who in 1744 sailed for Europe for

ordination, but was taken prisoner by the French.

His ministry in this vicinity lasted from 1747 until

his death, in 1773. He usually preached in Stratfield

every fourth Sunday.

In 1748 a church was erected here by his advice,
!

the principal subscribers towards building it being

Col. John Burr, John Holburton, Timothy Wheeler,
|

Joseph Seeley, John Nichols, Richard Hall, and Sam-
|

uel Beardsley. It was called St. John's church, and
j

was located upon a common of about half an acre in

extent upon the east side of " Church Lane," a little

north of the old " King's Highway," and about a
|

quarter of a mile west of the Congregational church,

or, as we should now say, upon Wood Avenue, just

above North Avenue. It is described as being a

small wooden structure without a steeple or bell. " It

had a pulpit, but no reading-desk ; it was furnished

with high-backed pews on either side, the body of the i

church being filled with slips. Seats were also pro-
!

A'ided for the colored people apart by themselves."

Another account speaks of a steeple surmounted by 1

a gilt weathercock, perhaps added afterwards. This
!

church continued to be used until 1801, when it was

torn down, and the congregation removed to a more

commodious edifice on the site now occupied by the

First Baptist church of Bridgeport.
j

A romantic story is told concerning the Rev. Mr.

Lamson. Before entering the ministry, perhaps while

still in college, he became engaged to Miss Abigail
|

Ramsey, of Fairfield, a beautiful young girl of good

family, only sixteen years of age. While on a visit

to friends in Stratford, she was suddenly taken very

ill, and it soon became evident that there was no

hope of her recovery. Mr. Lamson was summoned

to her bedside to bid her farewell, and before her

death she directed that her gold beads—ornaments

greatly prized at that day—should be taken from her

neck and given to her lover. It is said that he wore

them around his neck for many years afterwards.

The remains of the young lady repose in the burying-

ground at Stratford, and the stone above her grave

bears this epitaph

:

" Wasting sickness spoiled thy beauteous foim,

And death consigned thee to tliy kindred worm.

The day advances when the same shall rise

With sparkling glory, and ascend the skies."

Mr. Lamson afterwards married a Miss Wetmore,

daughter of the Episcopal clergyman at Rye, N. Y.

His successor in the ministry at Fairfield and as

missionary of the Gospel Propagation Society was
the Rev. John Sayre, who had previously been sta-

tioned at Newburg, N. Y. Mr. Sayre was a Royalist

during the Revolution, and as such encountered con-

siderable hostility. He was stationed in Fairfield

from 1773 until 1779, and in the latter year, after

having vainly endeavored to prevent the wanton de-

struction of Fairfield by British troops, he took the

ill-advised step of embarking with them for New
York, and never returned to the colony.

Respecting the persecutions said to have been in-

flicted upon the early churchmen by the Congrega-

tionalists in this vicinity, it may be proper to say here

that statements of this kind, if not wholly without

foundation, are certainly much exaggerated. By the

colonial as well as by the English law every person

was required to pay according to his ability for the

support of public worship, and in default of payment
was proceeded against in the same manner as for any
other species of debt, but the principle of religious

toleration was distinctly laid down by the General

Court as early as 1669, and reaffirmed in 1708.*

At the May session, 1727, it was enacted that in

every . parish throughout the colony where worship

according to the order of the Church of England was
maintained by a resident clergyman, the entire tax

collected from members of that denomination should

be paid over to the Episcopal clergyman for his sup-

port. The members of the denomination were also

allowed to tax themselves such further sum as they

might elect. In Stratford and Fairfield the law went

into immediate effect.

In Stratfield, there being no resident clergyman,

the churchmen appear to have paid rates for the sup-

port of the established order down to the close of the

year 1752. After that date their share of the tax was
always paid over to them, as shown by numerous re-

ceipts like the following

:

" Stratfield, May 8, 1755.

" Then ReC* of Mr. daniel Sumers, Colector of the parish of Stratfield,

the sum of fifteen pounds thirteen shillings, old Tenor, in full of all my
Demands for Kats from sd. parish, for the year 1753. I say Eec* pr. me,

" Jos. Lamson, Miss'J."

" Fairfield, Octobr. 30th, 1773.

" then Rec* of Benjamin Lacey, Collector for the Church of England

in Stratfield, the sum of ten pounds fifteen shillings & id., Lawful!

money, in full for the Rates Due from Stratfield parish to my Father

Joseph Lamson, Des' for y year 1773. I Say Rec^ pr. me,
" William Lamson, Exec''."

" This is to certify whom it may concern that Mr. Stephen Somers,

Collector fur the Minister's Rates of the Church of England in the Parish

of Stratfield, on the List for the year 1778, hath made me a full satisfac-

tion for the same, and this is his sufficient discbarge for eighteen pounds,

seventeen shillings, and three pence, the amount of it.

" John Sayre, Rector of sd Parish.

"Fairfield, June 21, 1779.

"£18, 17, 3."

This was written less than a month before Fairfield

was laid in ashes by British troops.

* See the published Colonial Records of Connecticut, ii. 109 ; v. 50,

87; and, in particular, vii. IOC, 107, etc.
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How Mr. Sayre's place was filled, is shown by the

receipt which follows

:

"Stratfield Socikty, IGtli of April, 1781.

" Whereas there is no Missionary to Officiate in the District to which

we belong of the Profession of the Church of England, We Ozias Burr,

Elijah Burritt, and Jonathan Smith, a Committee appointed by the Pro-

fessors of the Church of England, agreeable to a vote of s'^ Society, and

Philo Shelton, of Stratford, offlssiator in the Church in said Society have

Beci of Benjamin Lacy, Collector of the Church of England, Forty three

Pounds lis. SJ^d. Currant Money of Bills immetted by the state of Con"

necticut, it being in full of Sallery Due to the said Church Ministerial

Eate for the year 1780.

" Keci pr Us

" Ozias Bdrr, "\

" Elijah Bubritt, I Cometey."

" Jonathan Smith, j

Mr. Shelton was ordained in 1785 by Bishop Sea-

bury, and is believed to have been the fir.st clergy-

man to receive episcopal ordination upon this side of

the ocean. He continued to officiate as rector of St.

John's Church until his resignation, at Easter, 1824.

He died Feb. 27, 1825, in the seventy-first year of his

age.

The third church organized in Stratfield was of the

Baptist order, and was gathered in October, 1751.

Most of the original members—ten in number—had

been connected with the Congregational Church, but

withdrew, I am inclined to think, on account of the

troubles connected with the dismissal of Rev. Lyman
Hall in June of the same year. It was "upon the

second Sabbath of October, at the house of John
Sherwood, of Stratfield,"—the same Capt. Sherwood

whose encounter with the Indian has already been

related,—that Elder Joshua Morse, of New London, at

the close of the usual service, " proceeded and went

on in the ordinance of baptism by plunging under

water each particular person" composing the church,

—viz., Zachariah Mead, Nathaniel Seeley, Elihu

Marsh, John Sherwood, Ebenezer Sanford, Samuel

Beardsley, Elizabeth Seeley, Mary Sherwood, Sarah

Beardsley, and Martha Jennings. Previous to bap-

tism each of the candidates came forward and "in the

presence of a large assembly gave out a particular

relation of the work of God upon his soul." After

baptism they united in the sacrament of the Lord's

Supper.

Passages in their church covenant are very impres-

sive. It commenced thus

:

" 0 most dreadful God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God in three

Persons, I give up myself, soul, body, and all that I have and am, to be

Thine, and forever Thine, in everlasting covenant never to be forgotten.

I entirely and unreservedly dedicate myself to Thee and Thy service, and,

seeing no other way of reconciliation with the Father but in and through

the Son, I come on the bended knees of my soul unto the Lord Jesus Christ

for justification, sanctiflcation, and eternal redemption. . . .

"And now, 0 Sacred Majesty, omniscient and omnipresent God, in

Thine awful presence and in the presence of angels and men I dedicate

myself as thy dutiful servant and child (and by Thy grace in Jesus Christ

I am Thy covenant child). And may what is done here upon earth this

day be ratified in heaven. Amen."

The record goes on to state that at another meeting

the members of the church " gave in their testimony

concerning a minister, from which it evidently ap-

penre.t] that Brother John Sherwood was called to be

a witness in the Gospel of Jesus Christ," and that

upon the third Tuesday of December lie was ordained

and set apart to the work of the ministry by solemn

prayer and fasting, elders and messengers from the

baptized churches of New London and Groton being

present by invitation.

Elder Sherwood is descrilied as a man of large

stature, of superior physical strength, and of no small

degree of energy and firmness in carrying out his

views of right and duty. His wife is said to have

possessed remarkable gifts, both in exhortation and

in ])rayer, so that frequently the people desired to

hear her preach instead of her husband. At her

death, in 1767, he resigned his office, and was' suc-

ceeded by Rev. Benjamin Coles.

Elder Sherwood died Sept. 18, 1779, aged nearly

seventy-four years.

CHAPTER IX.

BRIDGEPORT (Continued).

BRIDGEPORT AND VICINITY IN THE REVOLUTION.

The Village of Stratfield one hundred Years ago—Military Companies

—

Petition for a Harbor Guard in 1777—The Guard established—Departure

of Volunteers—Horrors of Smallpox—Fairfield pillaged and burned

by the British—Abduction of Gen. Silliman, and Capture of Judge

Jones—Naval Services of Capt. David Hawley—Escape of David Ma-

thews, the Tory Mayor of New York—Rev. Lyman Hall, a Signer of

the Declaration of Independence—Partial List of Revolutionary Sol-

diers—Epitaphs from the old Cemeteries—Anecdotes of Gen. Washing-

ton.

It may seem rather presumptuous to speak of

Bridgeport in connection with the Revolution, when,

strictly speaking, one hundred years ago to-day there

was no such place as Bridgeport in existence. This

beautiful city, the third in the State in size, and, as

we believe, second to none in many respects that make
it desirable as a dwelling-place, was then not only

unknown to fame, but the ground now occupied by

the busiest streets and most stately warehouses was

either overflowed by the rising tide or was, at best,

but a dense morass ; while Golden Hill, now crowned

by so many spacious mansions, was only a craggy

eminence surmounted by nothing more palatial than

a few Indian wigwams. Fairfield and Stratford were

indeed places of some importance, especially the

former, which was a business centre, and for more
than a hundred years had been the county and court

town ; but Bridgeport was as yet represented only by
Stratfield, a plantation ujion the western border of

our present township, embracing some one hundred

and fifty houses and a pojiulation of perhaps a thou-

sand pei'sons.

Let us for a few moments dismiss the present from

our thoughts, and try to call u\> before us this settle-

ment of Stratfield as it existed a hundred years ago.

Wc find it rather a farming comnniiiity than a com-
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pact village, and the houses are somewhat widely

scattered, though most of them either front upon the

old Boston stage road, now known as North Avenue,

or else extend along Park Avenue to a point far up

the slopes of Toilsome Hill. The houses themselves

were of that antique type of which a few specimens

yet remain,—unpainted and covered with clapboards

of riven oak, with sloping roofs descending nearly to

the ground in the rear, and windows of diamond glass

set in leaden frames and swinging upon hinges. Fre-

quently the upjjer story of the house overhung the

lower, and in every case the only means for securing

warmth and ventilation, especially the latter, was the

immense fireplace in the great stone chimney, some-

times twelve feet square, which occupied the centre

of the building.

As elsewhere throughout the colony, the people of

this vicinity were almost entirely of English descent.

The occupation of the men was either agriculture or

seafaring, for, with the exception of the miller, the

blacksmith, and the tanner,—important iDersonages

in every new community,—manufacturers and me-

chanics were almost unknown, everything required

for use being either produced on the homestead or i

brought by exchange from foreign countries. Sheep-

raising was a much more important branch of in-

dustry than at present, and broad fields of flax waved
upon every farm. The spinning-wheel and the loom

were indispensable articles of furniture, and with

these the women of each family jDroduced all the

clothing and linen needed for the household. Negro

slavery was common. Almost every family of means

held one or more slaves, who were in general kindly
|

treated, and were sometimes members of the same i

church with their owners. i

Besides the churches and the school-house, which

have already been described, the only other public

building in Stratfield was the tavern kept by John
Nichols, where, on week-days and in the evening, when
the work of the day was done, the men used to assem-

ble to talk politics or discuss the news of the day as

obtained from some passing traveler, or read aloud

from the columns of the Connecticut Journal and

Post-Boy, a weekly newspaper published in New
Haven. This tavern may still be seen on the western

side of the parade-ground, not far from the cemetery.

It is a building of antique style, but in such good re-
|

pair that it can hardly look a day older than when
Washington was entertained within its walls ; and if

preserved from fire and from the sj^irit of modern im-

provement, it bids fair to withstand the storms of still

another century.

Political debate used sometimes to run high within

its walls
;

as, for instance, on a certain evening, when
among the company present were Rev. Mr. Ross, pas-

tor of the Congregational church, and the village

blacksmith, Nathan Bangs, whose two sons, Nathan
[

and Heman, afterwards rose to such eminence in the
I

Methodist denomination. Some doubts having been

expressed as to whether the people of New England
were prepared to make the sacrifices necessary to

insure their country's independence, the sturdy black-

smith arose, and with flashing ej^e and a glowing coun-

tenance proclaimed that for his part he would not only

be willing to shed his blood, but to endure the pains

of perdition eternally, if by such a sacrifice he could

set America free.

" It is a good thing to be zealous. Brother Bangs,

but not too zealous," replied Parson Ross, who was

perhaps a little scandalized at the vehemence of his

parishioner
;
and, calling for his hat, the reverend gen-

tleman took his departure.

It should not be inferred from this incident that Mr.

Ross was indifierent to the issue of the contest. On
the contrary, he was a strong Whig, and throughout

the Revolution in his public services never failed to

pray for the success of the cause of independence. A
sermon of his, preached about the commencement of

the war, and afterwards printed, from the text, " For

the divisions of Reuben there were great searchings

of heart," had reference to the painful state of uncer-

tainty in which many found themselves in regard to

their future political action, and endeavored to remove

it.

Stratfield possessed at this time one military com-

pany, the Stratfield Train-Band, which for nearly

eighty years before the Revolution used to drill on

the village parade-ground, a tract of common, still

uninclosed, a short distance east of Mountain Grove

Cemetery. It was organized in the year 1697, in

obedience to the following order of the General Court

:

" Ordered by this Court, that tlie souldiers inhabiting within the hounds

of Stratford on the west side of Pequonnack River, and tliose inhabit-

ing witliin the bounds of Fairfield Village westward, be united together

and exercised in one band and company, and Lieu' John Beersley to be

their Lieu', and Ensign Isaac Wheeler to be their Ensign, and to be coui-

missionated respectively."

Besides the Stratfield Train-Band, several other

military companies and detachments were raised here

during the Revolution. One of these was a company

called the Householders, made \x\) entirely of elderly

men and designed for home defense. It was organ-

ized Aug. 13, 1776, with the following officers : Cap-

tain, Hezekiali Hubbell
;
lieutenants, James Hamil-

ton and Stephen Burroughs
;
clerk, Joseph Strong. It

was not disbanded until the close of the war.

Another company was the guard of about twenty-

five men stationed on Stephen Burroughs' wharf at

the foot of State Street. At that time Burroughs'

wharf was the only landing-place for shipping in this

harbor below the present Berkshire Bridge. Above

the site of this bridge the depth of water used to be

much greater than at present,—so much so that ves-

sels designed for the foreign trade were built and

launched where now a skiff" could scarcely float. The

design of this guard was to break up contraband traffic

with the enemy, to hinder the Tories of Newtown and

vicinity from communicating freely with their breth-
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ren on Long Island, and to protect the place from sud-

den attacks by marauding-parties from over the Sound.

Following is a copy of the petition for this guard,

signed by fifty-seven patriotic individuals living near

Newfield (now Bridgeport) Harbor. For convenience

of reference the signatures are arranged alphabeti-

cally :

PETITION FOR HAKBOE GUAED.

" The memorial of the people living near Newfield Harbor, in the

township of Stratford, in Fairfield County humbly showeth : That New-

field Harbor is distant from Stratford between three and four miles, and

there are a few inhabitants settled near the water, and this harbor is con-

venient for and almost the whole navigation of the town ia carried on

from this harbor; and though there has been occasion enough given by

our To^y enemies, yet no eflectual measures have been taken to secure

this harbor, although there has within a few months past been taken and

carried away out of this harbor in the night season nine vessels and

boats by our Tory enemies from among ourselves, wlio have gone off

to the enemy. The last was a sloop of about twenty tons, taken off

and carried away in the night to the enemy, about eight days ago, by

forty-four Tories; and there is great reason to believe that Mr. Mat-

thews. Mayor of New York, and several other prisoners have made their

eBcape from this harbor in some of the boats and vessels that have been

taken away, together with our Tory enemies ; that there are so many
pei-sons living but a little way from this harbor that are unfriendly to tlieir

countrj'; tliat these enemies of their country always be secreted until a

favorable night arrives for them to steal a vessel and go off ; and there ia

no possible way to prevent further mischief of this kind but by a con-

stant guard being kept at the harbor. Unless this is done we have reason

to believe that wliat lias been done by the Tories is but the beginning of

the mischiefs that are to be apprehended from these deserters of their

country's cause. The friends of the deserters will sometimes threaten

that those who have gone oii' in this way will soon return in circum-

stances to make themselves respected and feared, and that it will not be

long before new laws will be established here that will prevent people

being oppressed, etc.

"This harbor has already been the place for Newtown, so famous for

Tories, to resort to in all their trade and traffic, and it is now the capital

place of resort for all our Tory enemies to go out. We have greatreason to

believe that great numbers more are now watching a convenient opportu-

nity to get out and go off with Maj. French, who is lurliing about not far off

we have reason to believe ; and there are ships every day hovering about,

and at night oftentimes comes to within a few miles of this harbor; and

we have reason to believe that as soon as tlie weather moderates, those

Tories, with the aid of our other enemies, will return again into this

harbor and destroy the lives and property of the friends of our own gov-

ernment.

" We are therefore humbly of opinion that the safety of the people

requires that there should be a guard of twenty-five men constantly

stationed at this harbor, with two small cannon, mounted on traveling

carriages, to protect the people and harbor ; and earnestly entreat that

your Honor and Council (or Assembly if sitting), will be pleased to give

orders for it.

" For the particular state of facts we beg leave to refer your Honor
to the bearers, Messrs David and Aaron Hawly, Abraham Hubbell, and

William Worden, who live at and near the harbor.

" We humbly pray your Honor's attention to these matters, for they

are important; and we iis in duty bound shall ever pray.

" Dated in Stratford this 14th day of January, a.d. 1777.

Jabez Beach,

Andrew Beardsley,

Squire Beardsley,

Thaddeus Bennett, Jr.,

Samuel Cable,

Elnathan Eawards,

Ebenezer Gregory,

John Hall,

Elijah Hawley,

Eiihraim Hawley,

Ephraim Hawley, Jr.,

Ezra Hawley,

Samuel Hawley,

Thomas Hawley,

William Hawley,

Abel Lewis,

Gilbert McKenzie,

John Nichols,

John Odell,

Sanmel Oilell,

Zechariah Sanford,

Nathan Seeley,

Abijah Sherman,

David Sherman,

Ebenezer Sherman,

Elnathan Sherman,

Elnathan Somers,

Jabez Somers,

Lewis Sturgis,

Stephen Starliu,

Wolcot Hawley,

Benjamin llubbell,

Gideon Hubtiell,

Hezekiah Hubbell,

.John Hubbell,

Richard Hubbell, Jr.,

Walter Hubbell,

William Hubbell,

N. I'eet Jackson,

James Knapp,

Joseph Knapp,

Benjamin Lacey,

Joaiah Lacey,

Joseph Strong,

David Treadwell,

Zechariah Trea/lwell,

Josiah Treadwell,

Lemuel Trea^lwel), Jr.,

Abel Wakeley,

David Wakeley,

Samuel Wakeley,

Jedediah Wells,

Benjamin Wheeler,

Timothy Wheeler,

Ezra Winton,

Samuel Wordin,

William Wordin."

The prayer of the petitioners was granted, and the

command of the guard was given to Lieut. Aaron

Hawley, of Newfield. An, order was also given him

on the foundry at Salisbury for two small cannon, fifty

round-shot, and a hundredweight of grape-shot. The
company was stationed in Stephen Burroughs' store,

a small wooden building, upon the only wharf at that

time in the place, near what is now the foot of State

Street. Several sentinels were posted upon this wharf,

witli orders not to permit any boat to pass out of the

harbor if unj^rovided with a proper clearance. If the

boat did not stop when challenged, it was to be fired

upon.

In May, 1778, Amos Hubbell and other residents of

Newfield petitioned the Legislature to have this guard

dismissed, claiming that it was stationed in a place

poorly calculated to discover the approach or to resist

an attack of the enemy, and that great uneasiness had

been caused, in consequence, among the people of the

place. It was therefore requested that this company
might be disbanded, and a small guard posted upon

the .shore of the Sound near the boundary-line between

Stratford and Fairfield. This request was granted,

and Lieut. Hawley ordered to dismiss his men and

turn over the public proijerty in his charge to the

colonel of the Fourth Regiment of State troops, who
was directed to detail twelve soldiers and station them
on the site of the present Seaside Park.

Probably this arrangement failed to inspire complete

satisfaction, for the old guard was afterwards revived,

under command of Lieut. William Hall, and again

took up its quarters on Burroughs' wharf They cup-

tured many boats attempting to run out of the harbor,

which, with their contents, became the property of

the soldiers.

One of these captures is said to have been attended

with loss of life. It occurred at two o'clock on the

morning of the 28th of July, 1782. A boat attempt-

ing to run the guard was hailed by one of the senti-

nels, and, refusing to stop, was fired upon. Two men,

named Stoddard and Judson, were killed by the shots.

A third man, named Phineas Baker, was grazed by a

bullet, but escaped uninjured. He was captured, with

the boat, and after the war was over resided in New-
field. Gideon Hawley is said to have been the senti-

nel who fired the fatal shot.

There were also during the war several detachments

enlisted in Stratfield for service at a distance. One
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of these took part in Arnold's expedition against

Canada, and before its departure for the scene of

action was mustered in the door-yard of Rev. Mr.

Ross, where all knelt down while the clergyman in-

voked the divine blessing upon them and their enter-

prise.

In August, 1776, the Stratfield Train-Band joined

Washington's army in New York for a brief term of

service. It was attached to Silliman's Connecticut

Brigade, and was officered by Capt. Thaddeus Bennett

and Lieuts. Edward Burroughs and Josiah Lacey.

The company suffered much from sickness, from the

effects of which Lieut. Burroughs and Private Ichabod

French died, and sundry others were obliged to be

discharged as unfit for service. Two of these, David
Sherman and Stephen Sterling, were unable to make
their way home until Abijah Sterling went down to

their relief. He found them in a barn near Harlem,

unable to move, and brought them home in his chaise,

going on foot himself and leading his horse all the

way. Both were eventually restored to health.

The Stratfield Train-Band narrowly escaped capture

with its brigade when New York was evacuated by
Washington, the order for retreat not having been re-

ceived in time. It took part in the battle of White
Plains, and soon afterwards was mustered out, its term

of enlistment having expired. A few months after

the discharge Josiah Lacey raised a company for the

Continental army, and was commissioned as its cap-

tain. Its term of service was three years, and it

formed a part of Col. Philip Bradley's regiment, in

Huntington's brigade.

With the exception of parties called out hastily in

sudden emergencies, and as speedily disbanded when
the danger was over, the foregoing were probably all

the military companies recruited in Stratfield during

the Revolution.

In the early part of the year 1777 great suffering

was caused in Stratfield by the terrible scourge of

smallpox, introduced by a party of exchanged pris-

oners who had been landed at Stratford Point under

a flag of truce. The horror of this complaint can be

but faintly conceived by us at the present day. Vac-

cination was unknown, and those who had contracted

the disease were shunned even by their friends and

nearest neighbors. People were afraid to travel upon

the highway past the dwellings where the red flag

showed the presence of the dreaded infection. The

guard at the harbor forsook their posts, business was

suspended, and yet, in spite of all precautions, the

number sick at one time in Stratford township was

estimated at six hundred persons.

In May, 1777, Timothy Wheeler and twelve other

residents of Stratfield petitioned the Legislature for

relief, and a few weeks later another jietition was

signed by Rev. Robert Ross and twenty-one others.

In this it was stated that the condition of affairs had

become insupportable ; that the people were desper-

ate, and even threatened to pull down the infected

houses and shoot the sufferers if the plague could be
stayed in no other way.

By direction of the Legislature, Gen. Silliman, of

Fairfield, took the matter in hand, and by the use of

vigorous sanitary measures (though hardly such ex-

treme ones as the petitioners threatened) the ravages

of the disease were finally checked.

During the whole war the people of this place, in

common with those of other towns along the coast,

were exposed to constant alarms, occasioned by real

or anticipated attempts of the enemy to land and

burn their dwellings and plunder their property.

The British fleet having control of Long Island

Sound, and many of the able-bodied men being ab-

sent in the Continental army, every strange sail ap-

proaching the shore was viewed with apprehension

and its movements carefully watched. The first at-

tempt of the kind was unsuccessful. In March, 1777,

seven British vessels anchored off" Mill River (now

Southport), and twelve or fourteen boat-loads of men
tried to effect a landing, but were repulsed by the

militia on shore, among whom was a company from

Stratfield, commanded by Capt. Abijah Sterling and

Lieut. Nathan Seeley.

Six weeks later, April 25, 1777, a fleet of twenty-

six sail appeared at Compo Point and landed a force

of two thousand men, commanded by the infamous

Tryon, the Tory Governor of New York. Their des-

tination was Danbury, where there was a depot of

military stores belonging to the Continental army.

At Redding Ridge, on the following moi-ning, Tryon's

light-horse wounded and captured a young American,

Lambert Lockwood by name, who was bearer of a

letter from Col. Cook, the officer in command at Dan-

bury, to Gen. Silliman, of Fairfield. The messenger

perhaps owed his life to the fact that he was recog-

nized by Tryon, to whom he had rendered some

assistance several years before, when the Governor's

carriage had broken down in passing through Nor-

walk. After the Revolution, Mr. Lockwood removed

to Bridgeport and lived here for many years, a suc-

cessful merchant, a leading member of the Congrega-

tional Church, and a prominent man in local affairs

generally.

The story of the raid upon Danbury, the burning

of the town by the invaders, and their disastrous re-

treat, will be found in another part of this volume.

Two years later, in the month of July, 1779, Tryon

made another descent upon the defenseless towns of

the Connecticut coast. With an imposing force of

forty-eight vessels and about three thousand soldiers,

he first pillaged New Haven and then set sail for

Fairfield. The weather was foggy, so that the ap-

proach of the fleet was not perceived on shore until

it came to anchor off' the town. Then, of course, an

alarm was raised, bells were rung, guns fired, and ex-

presses despatched to Stratfield, Stratford, Milford,

and all the neighboring towns for such aid as could

I be aflTorded. The British column disembarked on the
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western shore of the town, at a place called Kenzie's

Point, and marched up the beach until opposite the

court-house, severely galled the while by the artil-
;

lery-fire from a little fort on Grover's Hill, overlook-

ing Black Eock Harbor, which was held that day by

Lieut. Isaac Jarvis with a force of only twenty-three

men. Meanwhile, the village militia company had

formed on the green, and by a lively musketry-fire

and several charges of round-shot and grape kept the

invaders in check for a short time, when they were

forced to retreat to Holland Heights, leaving the town

in full possession of the British. During the next

twenty-four hours every house in the village, whether

the property of Whig or Tory, was plundered from

cellar to roof-tree, and everything that could not be

carried oft' was broken or destroyed. Several inof-
j

fensive citizens were killed, and the handfiil of women
and children who remained in the place, though not

treated with actual violence, were exposed to indig-

nity and insult. The few protections granted by

Tryon were disregarded by his men, and when shown

were rudely snatched away and torn in pieces. To-

wards nightfall the town was set on fire by Tryon's

orders. Rev. Dr. D wight, afterwards a resident of

Greenfield Hill, thus describes the scene

:

" While the town was in flames a thunder-storm

overspread the heavens just as night came on. The
contlagration of near two hundred houses illumined

the earth, the skirts of the clouds, and the waves of

the Sound with a union of gloom and grandeur at

once awful and magnificent. At intervals the light-

ning blazed with a livid and awful splendor. The
thunder rolled above

;
beneath, the roaring of the

fires filled up the interval with a deep and hollow

sound. Add to this the sharp sound of muskets oc-

casionally discharged, the groans here and there of

the wounded and dying, and the shouts of triumph,

then place before your eyes crowds of the miserable

sufferers, mingled with bodies of the militia, taking

from the neighboring hills a farewell prospect of

their property and their dwellings, their happiness

and their hopes, and you will form a just but im-

perfect picture of the burning of Fairfield."

Among those most active in carrying the torch were

a number of Tory refugees, who had accompanied

Tryon upon this expedition. Besides dwelling-houses,
[

stores, etc., the court-house, jail, school-house, and
two churches were destroyed, Mr. Sayre, the Episco-

jial missionary for Fairfield and Stratfield, pleading

in vain with Tryon to spare any portion of the town.

Mindful of former experiences, Tryon did not attempt

any movement inland upon this occasion, but re-em-

barked before a sufficient force of Americans could be

collected to offer him battle.

Throughout the whole Revolution the people of our

shore-towns had to suffer not only from actual inva-
|

sion and the destruction of their property by organized

bodie* of troops, but also from nuirauding attacks by
small parties of Tories and refugees from Long Isl-

and. On one occasion a whole congregation wa« sur-

prised at Darien while engaged in worshij) upon the

Sabbath, and, after being j)lund('red of every article

of value, the Rev. Moses Mather, D.D., with his dea-

cons and the male members of his church, fifty in

number, went that Sunday on a sailing-party to Long
Island, from whence they were all subsequently trans-

ferred to a British prison in New York. Sometimes

the attack was made at night, as was the case in May,

1779, when Gen. Silliman's house on Holland Heights

was broken into by a party guided by one Glover, a

Newtown Tory, who had been employed as carpenter

by the general, and was consequently familiar with

the premises. Gen. Silliman's gun missed fire, and

he and his eldest son were both seized, hurried to the

water's edge, and forced to embark for Long Island.

This successful raid of the Tories of course occasioned

some excitement here, and, as the Americans held no

officer of rank who could be exchanged for Gen. Sil-

liman, it was decided to attempt to kidnap .ludge

Thomas Jones, of the Supreme Court of the State of

New York, a leading Tory, whose residence was at

Fort Neck, on Hempstead Plain, L. I. For this pur-

pose a party of twenty-five volunteers, commanded

by Capt. David Hawley, set out from this harbor one

evening in November, 1779. Landing at Stony Brook,

they concealed their boats in the bushes, and after a

toilsome night-march over by-roads and through the

woods reached their destination just forty-eight hours

from the time they started.

There was a ball at the residence of Judge Jones

that evening, and no one will wonder that the old

gentleman was reluctant to leave the festive scene,

with its music and jjleasant company, for a fifty-mile

tramp on a frosty night through woods and swamjjs,

with the prospect of a prison at the end of the route,

but his visitors would take no denial. On their way
back, the jjarty passing near the camjj of a royal

regiment, the judge coughed loudly to attract the

attention of the sentinels, nor would he be silent

until Capt. Hawley threatened him with instant

death. The march was a severe one, and several

members of the party straggled, through fatigue, and

were captured by the enemy's light-horse ; but the

main body reached their boats and crossed in safety

to Black Rock with their prisoner. Invited to dine

with Mrs. Silliman, Judge Jones did not display the

urbanity which under other circumstances he might

have manifested, but is said to have been reserved

and sullen in his demeanor. He was ordered to Mid-

dletown for confinement, but after a few months was

exchanged for Gen. Silliman.

Our record of Revolutionary incidents would be in-

complete without further reference to the services of

the gallant naval officer already mentioned, Capt.

David Hawley, of Stratfield.

Early in the war Capt. Hawley sailed to the West
Indies for a cargo of gunpowder, which upon his re-

turn was divided between the towns of Stratford and
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Fairfield, a part of it being stored for a time in

Nichols' tavern, on North Avenue. In March, 1776,

he sailed again from Stratford in command of a pri-

vateer sloop, but was captured when four days out by

the British man-of-war " Bellona." Large induce-

ments were offered him by his captors to change his

allegiance and act as pilot to the British fleet, but

these were firmly declined. He was taken to Halifax,

but after a captivity of only two weeks made his es-

cape with eight companions in a small boat, and at

length found his way back to Connecticut. In Aug-
ust, 1776, Capt. Hawley was commissioned by the

Legislature to raise a naval detachment for service

upon Lake Champlain, and a few months later he

took part in the disastrous action fought upon this

lake between the British and American flotillas.

After this affair Long Island Sound was his cruising-
!

ground, and, besides cajituring Judge Jones, we find

him in May, 1777, and again in August of the same

year, bringing a number of prizes into Black Rock
Harbor. After the war Capt. Hawley resided in

Bridgeport until his death, in 1807. He built on the

corner of Water and Gilbert Streets the first brick

house erected within the city limits.

One of his neighbors was Stephen Hull, who was

one of the party that conducted the unfortunate Maj.

Andre from the place where he was appi'ehended, to

Washington's headquarters. After the war Mr. Hull

settled in Bridgeport, where he built a house on the

corner of Main and Wall Streets, on the site of the

building now owned and occupied by the Connecticut

National Bank.

Another neighbor was Major Benjamin Muirson

Woolsey, whose home was on the east side of Main
Street, a little north of the Bridgeport National Bank.

He was a Tory from Long Island, served during the

war as an officer in the cavalry regiment called the

Queen's Rangers, and was one of the pursuers of Gren.

Putnam, when the latter made his famous ride down
the stone steps at Greenwich. At the close of the

war he went to New Brunswick, where he held the

rank of major in the militia, but subsequently re-
i

turned and settled in Bridgeport,—or Newfield, as it !

was then called,—and engaged in the dry-goods and
milling business. Major Woolsey received a pension

—said to have been a crown a day—from the British

government for his services. He died in 1813, aged

about fifty-six years.

Another royalist of note, referred to in the petition

copied above, was David Mathews, the Tory mayor of

New York, who in June, 1776, was arrested for com-

plicity in a plot for the assassination of Gen. Wash-
ington. More than a hundred and fifty Tories, many
of them persons of wealth and good social position,

were concerned in this villainous scheme, which was

originated by Governor Tryon, then a refugee upon
the British man-of-war " Asia." Washington once

disposed of, in the opinion of the conspirators the

dream of independence indulged in by the colonial

leaders would be at an end. The royalists of the

province would rise in a body, blow up the maga-
zines, take possession of the fortifications around

New York, and welcome the royal forces with open

arms, while the colonial troops, confused, disheart-

ened, and without a leader, would either disband and
return to their homes or fall an easy prey to their

powerful and well-disciplined enemy. Thus in course

of a few weeks the rebellion would be crushed, the

king would have his own again, royalists like Tryon
would be recompensed for all their trials from the

confiscated estates of enemies of the Crown, while

noted rebels like Hancock, Samuel Adams, and

others would be either compelled to flee the country,

or else reap the just reward of their treason. Such
were the dreams of the conspirators, nor did they

omit to take measures to carry them into action.

Mayor Mathews, whose country-seat was at Flat-

bush, near the anchorage of the " Asia," was the

messenger through whom Tryon communicated with

the Tories in New York, while two of the soldiers at

Washington's headquarters had been corrupted, and

had agreed to abduct or murder their distinguished

leader as might be most convenient.

Just as the plot was ripe for execution it was dis-

covered, and all the principal parties concerned in it

save Tryon were arrested and tried before a military

commission. Thomas Hickey, a member of Wash-
ington's body-guard, was found guilty, and on the

28th day of June, 1776, was hung in the presence of

several thousand spectators. It was the first military

execution of the Revolution, and the place where the

gallows was erected was a field in what were then the

suburbs of New York, adjoining the camp of the bri-

gade of Col. Huntington, of Connecticut. Mayor
Mathews and twelve others were sent for safe keep-

ing to Litchfield, Conn. Notwithstanding the serious

nature of the accusation against him, his parole was

taken, and he was allowed to reside in the family of

Major Moses Seymour, great-grandfather of Messrs.

Edward W. and Morris W. Seymour, of this city.

In the course of a few months Mathews violated his

parole and escaped to the British lines on Long
Island, crossing the Sound by night, jjrobably in a

small boat putting out from this harbor. His escape

led to the stationing of a guard at the harbor's mouth,

as already noted.

The statement is sometimes made that Rev. Dr.

Witherspoon, of New Jersey, was the only clergy-

man whose name was affixed to the Declaration

of Independence, but as residents of Bridgeport we
ought to know that a member of the Continental

Congress and a signer of that instrument was in

early life settled here in the work of the gospel min-

istry. Lyman Hall, born at Wallingfoi-d, in this

State, in 1724, and a graduate of Yale College in

1747, was on Sept. 27, 1749, ordained in Stratfield,

and settled over the church in that place, no#v the

First Congregational Church of Bridgeport. The old
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meeting-house on North Avenue often re-echoed the

sound of his voice, and upon the church records may

be seen his autograph,—an exact facsimile of that ap-

pended to the Declaration of Independence. Mr.

Hall remained in Stratfield a little less than two

years. He was dismissed June 18, 1751, and probably
!

removed to Fairfield where, on the 20th of May i'ol-

lowing, he married Abigail, daughter of Thaddeus

Burr, Esq. Mrs. Hall died July 8, 1753. Following

is a copy of her epitaph

:

" Here lies buried the Body of

Mrs. Abigail Hall,

wife of Lyman Hall, M.A.,

Daughter of Thaddeus Burr, Esq.,

died July 8th, 1753, aged 24 years.

Jlodest, yet free, with Innocence adorn'd,

To please and win by Art and Nature join'd.

Benevolent and wise, in virtue firm.

Constant in Friendship, in Religion warm,

A Partner tender, unaflected kind,

A lovely form with a mure lovely mind.

The Scene of Life, tlio' short, sh' improved so well,

No charmers in human form cou'd more excell.

Christ's Life her copy. His pure law her Guide,

Each part she acted, perfected, and dy'd."

Mr. Hall must have remained in Fairfield for some ;

years after her death, judging from several entries

uj^on the town records,—viz.

:

" Amos, a negro male child under care of Lyman Hall, born June 7,

1755. Died December 8, 175G."

" Primus, a negro child under care of Lyman Hall, &c., born .Tunc 7,

1757."

The records of the County Court also show that Ly-

man Hall, of Fairfield, as one of the executors of

Thaddeus Burr, deceased, appeared as ijlaintifF in a

lawsuit, Feb. 6, 1758.

Mr. Hall had many noble traits of character, and

the hope expressed by the council in dismissing him
from the ministry at Stratfield—that " a door of use-

fulness might be opened to him elsewhere"—was sig-

nally fulfilled. He emigrated to Georgia, and com-

menced the practice of medicine in that remarkable

New England colony which settled the parish of St.

Johns.

Early in the year 1775, impatient at the iattitude of

Georgia, which had for six months been hesitating

and vacillating whether to join the other colonies in

the contest for liberty or to stand aloof, and had even

refused to send representatives to the Continental

Congress, the parish of St. Johns elected Dr. Lyman
Hall as a delegate on its own account. He presented

his credentials and took his seat upon the 13th of

May, so that " on that day Congress was composed of

the representatives of the twelve united colonies and
Dr. Hall, the deputy for the parish of St. Johns."

The patriotic sj^irit of this little community had a

salutaiy effect upon its neighbors, and in a short time

there were four representatives in Congress from

Georgia, of Avhom Dr. Hall was one, and in this ca-

pacity in the following year he subscribed his name i

to the Declaration of Independence, in connection

with which it will go down to posterity.

His Hubsequ(!nt career can be Kumined up in a few

words. A representative in Congress until 1780, liis

property was confiscated by the Britisli when they

occupied Georgia in 1782, and in the following year

he was chosen Governor of the State. He died in

October, 1790, aged about sixty-six, leaving a good

estate to his widow, his only son having died some

time before. A few years ago the State of Georgia

erected a monument to his memory, and gave the

handsome stone that had been placed over his grave

soon after his decease, by his widow, to the town of

Wallingford, Conn., where it now stands. It bears

the following inscription

:

" Beneath this stone

rest the remains of

THE HONBLE LYMAN HALL,
Formerly Governor of this State,

Who departed this life the 19th of October, 1790,

In the 67th year of his age.

To thee, so mourned in death, so loved in life.

The childless parent and the widowed wife

With tears inscribes this monumental stone

That holds his ashes and expects her own."

It is much to be regretted that a complete list of all

the Revolutionary soldiers from this place was not

made at an earlier date, for the omission can now

never be supplied. Below are mentioned what few

names I have met with :

FROM RECORDS OF FIRST CHURCH.

Bennett, Thaddeus, captain, died Jan. 21, 1777.

Burroughs, Edward, lieutenant, died Sept. 14, 1776,

a;t. 42.

Fayerweather, Nathaniel, "died of smallpox in

the army," December, 1778.

French, Ichabod, died " in camp at New York,"

September, 1776.

Hawley, Maj. Aaron, died July 23, 1803.

Lemon, George, " killed on Long Island," July,

1781.

Odell, Isaac, sergeant, died Feb. 22, 1826.

Seeley, Nathan, lieutenant, died Sept. 29, 1777.

Sherwood, David, died Aug. 31, 1826, set. 72.

Wells, David, " died in Continental army," Octo-

ber, 1777.

MUSTER-ROLL OF HARBOR GUARD.

This company was stationed upon Burroughs' wharf,

at the foot of State Street, as already noted. Follow-

ing is a copy of its muster-roll in the year 1781

:

Officers.— Lieutenant, "William Hall
;

sergeant,

Isaac Patchin
;
corporal, Joel Parish

;
clerk, Samuel

French.

Enlisfed Men.—Ichabod Beardsley, Josiali Burritt,

Sherman Burri.tt, Seth Bulkley, Thomas Cooke, James

Crawford, Ebenezer Gregory, James Gregory, Wild-

man Hall, Joseph Hawes, Ebenezer Hawley, William

Hubbell, Lyman Knapp, John McKenzie, Salmon

Patchen, John Porter, Denton Seeley, Gideon Wells,

Zecliariah Wheeler.
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Another account mentions two additional members
of this guard,—viz., Gideon Hawley and Elijah Peet.

It is not likely that all of those who were members
of the guard resided here except during their term of

service. Some of them were undoubtedly from other

towns.

ADDITIONAL LIST.

Most of the following are referred to incidentally

in the valuable series of historical articles by the late

Isaac Sherman, published in the Bridgeport Standard
in April, 1866. The names of some of the members
of the " Householders," or home-guard, are included,

though it is not likely that they saw much service

:

Beardsley, Abijah, ensign.

Brothwell, Joseph, lieutenant in Householders.

Burroughs, Stephen, captain in Householders.

Fairchild, Nathan. His widow was a pensioner.

Gregory, Ezra, was a pensioner.

Hamilton, James, lieutenant in Householders.

Hawley, David, captain of privateer.

Hubbell, Hezekiah, captain in Householders.

Hubbell, Salmon, lieutenant; was at the battle of

Stony Point, etc.

Lacey, Daniel, captain of coast-guards.

Lacey, Josiah, captain in Continental army.
Seeley, Nathan, lieutenant in Householders.

Sherman, Isaac, died in the army, aged eighteen.

Sherman, David, member of Stratfield Train-Band.
Sterling, Abijah, captain in Householders.

Sterling, Stephen, member of Stratfield Train-Band.
Strong, Joseph, clerk of Householders.

Wordin, William, captain in Householders.

EPITAPHS.

(From the cemetery on Parle Avenue, since removed to Mountain Grove

Cemetery.)

" Salmon Hubbell.

Lieutenant 5th Continental Regiment,

served through the whole Revolution.

He died March 11, 1830, in his 76th year."

"Justin Smith.

Born^ Springfield, Mass., June 21, 1755.

Died at Bridgeport March 22, 1835, in

the 80th year of his age.

He was one of the few that periled all

in the cause of his country, through the

dark times at Valley Forge to the peace

of 1783, when he was honor.ably discharged."

•'Asa Benjamin.

Died Aug. 17, 1833,

in the 70th year of his age.

A soldier of the American Revolution."

" James Wakelee.

A Revolutionary pensioner.

Served 7 years and 6 mos.

for the liberty of his country.

Died June 3, 1829, set. 74."

" In memory of

Benjamin Muirson Woolsey,*

who died on the 17tli day of January, 1813,

aged 55 yrs. and 11 mos."

" Dr. James Eaton Beach.

Born in Cheshire, Ct., a.d. 1762.

Died Feb. 21, 1838, aet. 76.

In his youth he took an active part in the

Revolutionary contest. A friend to education,

and for more than 30 years Deacon in the

1st Congregational Church."
i

(From the old Stratfield Cemetery, on North Avenue.)

" In memory of

Mr. Edward Burroughs,

who departed this life

Sept. U, 1776, in tho 42d year of his age.

Glory with all her lamps shall burn
And watch the warrior's sleeping clay.

Rest his dear sword beneath his head;

Round him his faithful arms shall stand

The guards and honours of our land."

" Major Aaron Hawley
in his turn received the shaft of death

July 21st, 1803,

in the 63d year of his age,

and was here deposited in hopes of a glorious resurrection.

Man wants but little, nor that little long:

How soon must he resign his very dust,

Which frugal nature lent him for an hour !"

ANECDOTES OF GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Reference has already been made to the fact that

Gen. Washington several times passed through Strat-

field by the old stage road, now North Avenue. One
of these occasions was in 1775, when on his way to

Boston after having been appointed commander-in-

chief of the American army. Rev. Dr. Ripley, pastor

of the Congregational Church in Green's Farms,

mounted his horse and joined the cavalcade. " They
stopped at Bulkley's Inn, in Fairfield, and I think

dined there. After passing from the house, and while

standing in front of it, waiting for their horses, Wash-
ington, continuing his conversation on public atfairs,

passed his finger through the button-hole of the doc-

tor's coat, and said that if the Americans could pro-

long the contest for one year they would ultimately

succeed, because by that time arms and ammunition

could be obtained and they would be invincible. Dr.

Ripley was a man of commanding presence,—of tall,

athletic, and dignified frame. His fine countenance

beamed with intelligence and kindness, and yet there

was something in his look which gave assurance of

unyielding firmness. I think it would be difiicult to

find two men who would be a finer subject for a

painter than those two patriots communing together

under such interesting circumstances. The doctor

accompanied Gen. Washington to Stratford Ferry. "f

It may have been upon this occasion, as has been

said, that Washington, accompanied by Maj.-Gen.

Lee, Major Thomas Mifilin, and Samuel Grifiin, aides-

de-camp, halted at Nichols' tavern, in Stratfield,

for refreshment, occupying the southeast corner room

as their parlor. Another version of the incident, per-

haps the correct one, is that Washington stopped in

Stratfield in March, 1781, when on his way to meet

Count Rochambeau at Newport.

* A royalist ofBcer : see pages 82 and 88. t Sprague's Annals of American Pulpit.
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Still another interesting anecdote connected with

Washington's progress through this part of the

country used to be related by a daughter of George

Benjamin, Mrs. Alice Thompson, of Stratford, who
died in May, 1862, aged nearly ninety-eight years.

She was eleven years of age in 1775, and may have been

about thirteen or fourteen when she saw Washington.

On that occasion she with other girls was picking

berries on the banks of the Housatonic, near the

ferry, when suddenly a cry was heard that soldiers

were crossing the river, and presently an officer with

a number of others landed and asked the ferryman to

direct them to the tavern. He replied, " Yonder is

the tavern-keeper's daughter," and, calling Alice,

bade her show Gen. Lafayette the way to her father's

house. She walked beside his horse on their way to

the village, Lafayette talking to her in his charming

broken English, telling her of his children, and ask-
|

ing her if she would not like to go to France with
[

him to see them. On reaching home she found that
1

Gen. Washington had arrived by the western road.

Her mother, thus unexpectedly called upon to pro-

vide dinner for two such distinguished guests, would

have apologized for her fare, but was reassured by

Washington, who told her that all he wanted was i

simple food, and that what was good enough for her

family was good enough for him. Mrs. Benjamin
|

happened to have some potatoes,—^then a great rarity,

—and Alice obtained leave to place them upon the

table. In doing this she stepped between Washing-

ton and Lafayette, when the former, placing his hand

on her head and turning her face towards him, asked

her name, and after some other questions told her to

be a good girl and gave her his blessing. It may
easily be believed that she never forgot the circum-

stance.

On a tour made by President Washington through

New England after the war, in October, 1789, he is

said to have halted and asked for a drink from the

well of the old Seeley house, which is still standing

;

on North Avenue, a short distance from Island Brook

Bridge. At that time Capt. Alison Benjamin was

living in West Stratford, in a house which may still

,

be seen, about half-way down the western slope of

Old Mill Hill. This Capt. Benjamin built a sloop of

forty-five tons burthen, called the "Hunter, of Berk-i

shire," in a field south of the j;oad, just opposite his

own door, although no water was in sight. It was
nearly completed when Washington passed, and, sur-

prised at the sight, he alighted, went oyer to the place,

and questioned the workmen as to how they expected

to get the vessel to the water. In reply they told him
that strong ways were to be built beneath the craft to

serve as a sled, upon which, when winter came, it

could glide down hill to the creek (a branch of Yellow

Mill stream, fully a quarter of a mile away), and with

the spring it would settle through the ice into the

water,—a plan which was subsequently carried into

effect.

CHAPTER X.

BEIDGEPOBT (Continued).

Newfleld Stores in 1760—Newfield Ferry cliartered, and Uain and State

Streets widened, 1787—Act estalilishing Lottery Bridge, 1791—Stratford

Avenue laid out, ami tlje first Newspaper eatabliHhed iu IT.t't—Curious

Advertisements from t]ie Araerican Telegrajihe—Tragical Fat*i of VN'ilfi'jn

Hubbell—Incorporation of the Borougli of liriilgeport, IWX)—O^jjy of

tlie Petition and List of Signatures—St, John's and the Congre;^ationaI

Churches removed to Briilgeport—Founding of the first Methodist

Church in New England—Tlie Bridgeport Bank incorporated—Descrip-

tion of the Borough in 1810—Incidents of the War of 1812—Il<!Ception

of Gen. Lafayette—The Town of Bridgeport set off, 1821, and the City

incorporated, May, 183G.

Zachariah Lacey, a Revolutionary veteran and

grandfather of Mr. R. B. Lacey, used to say that he

well remembered the time in his boyhood when tliere

was not a single dwelling-house on either side of the

river within that jiart of Bridgeport now occujtied for

business purposes.* There were, however, two shan-

ties on the shore, near the present intersection of State

and Water Streets, one of them owned by Capt.

Stephen Burroughs, Sr., and the other by Aaron

Hawley. There was no wharf, vessels being laden

and unladen in the stream by boats or by teams

driven out into the water. This was between the

years 1760 and 1765. It is evident, however, from the

petition for a harbor-guard in the preceding chapter,

that Newfield, as the place was called, had begun to

increase a little in size before the Revolution, and

after the close of the war it developed rapidly in im-

portance. There was then no bridge across the Pe-

quonnock below the head of tide-water, which was

where the old stage road, now called North Avenue,

crosses the river. Near this bridge was the store of

Philip Nichols, established before the Revolution,

j

In May, 1787, the following resolution was passed

by the Connecticut Legislature

:

" Upon report of a committee appointed in May la.<t, which is now ac-

cepted and approved, resolved by tliis Assemlily that the town of Strat-

l ford be and they are hereby Impowered and allowed to keep and main-

tain a public Ferry in said town, across the Creek or Harbour called New
Field Harbour, from the point of land called New Pasture Point, below

Toby's Ware, to the opposite shore of said harbour or creek, to and on

the land of Aaron Hawley, about ten rods south of said Hawley's dwell-

ing-house, and that two sufficient Boats shall be constantly kept, one on

each side of said Creek, plying from shore to shore as occasion may re-

quire, at the places aforesaid, during the plesisure of this Assembly, aU

subject to ttie same regulations that other Ferries in this State are by

Law subjected to."

The western terminus was near the present foot of

Union Street and the following were the legal rates of

fare

:

Each man, horse, and load i cents and 2 mflls.

Each footman 2 cents and 1 mill.

Eaeh led horse 2 cents and S mills.

Each ox or other neat-kine 5 ceuts and 5 mills.

Each sheep, swine, or goat 1 cent.

With such a tariff it must have sometimes been a diffi-

cult matter to make change.

Whether Benjamin's Bridge—now called Yellow

Mill Bridge—had been built at this time, the writer

* Municipal Register for 1877, p. 308.



86 HISTOKY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

does not certainly know. He has been told that it

had not, and that passengers by this ferry, if bound

to Stratford, were obliged to take boat again across

the eastern arm of the harbor ; but of this there is no

mention in the act.

PETITION FOB A BKIDGE.

It is obvious that this mode of travel must have

been very inconvenient, and in May, 1791, Robert

Walker, of Stratford, and others petitioned the Legis-

lature for authority to establish a lottery to raise the

funds necessary to build a bridge across Newfield

Harbor. At that time this was a favorite method of

raising money for public improvements. Nor was the

purchase or the sale of lottery tickets even at a later

period regarded as disreputable by the best people in

the commonwealth.

In response to the petition the Assembly appointed

Messrs. James Davenport, John Chandler, and Jona-

than IngersoU a committee, with the following in-

structions :
" To view the place where the petitioners

propose to build a bridge, and make an estimate of

the expense, and to determine what kind of bridge it

will be proper to build, and report to this Assembly."

The committee reported favorably, and in October,

1791, the following resolution was passed. The origi-

nal may be found at Hartford in one of the ponderous

manuscript volumes containing the public acts

:

ACT ESTABLISHING LOTTERY BKIDGE.

" Upon petition of Eobert Walker and otlier inhabitants of the town
of Stratford, and Jonathan Sturges, Thaddeus Burr, Andrew Kowland,

and other inhabitants of tlie town of Fairfield, in Fairfield County, show-

ing to this Assembly that the road from the town of Stratford to the town
of Fairfield through a village called Old Mill is about nine miles, and by
reason of the rocks, hills, and other bad quarters of said road, the same
is e.xtreinely incommodious to traveling in general, and particularly to

the public stage, and that another road leading from said Stratford to

said Fairfield through a place called New Field is three miles shorter and

capable of being an extremely good aud pleasant road and very commo-
dious to the public, but that by reason of tlie intervention of an arm of

the sea across said road at Newfield the same cannot be rendered con-

venient without a bridge at said New Field across said arm of the sea,

and that the said town of Stratford, to which said village of Newfleld

belongs, is unable to erect said bridge at their own expense
;
praying for

liberty to raise a sum of money to build said bridge by Lottery, as per

petition on file, etc.,

—

"Resolved by this Assembly, th.at liberty be and the same is hereby

granted to tlie petitioners for the setting up a lottery for the purpose of

raising a sum of fifteen hundred pounds lawful money; and that the

moneys so to be raised shall be appropriated to the purpose of building

said bridge; whicli said bridge shall contain therein a draw or draw-

bridge over the most convenient place in the channel, of twenty-four feet

in width, and shall be completed in every respect and commodious for

the public; and that John Benjamin, Amos Hubbell, John Thompson,

Josiah Lacey, David Burr, and Daniel Salmon (?), or any of them not less

than four, be and they hereby are appointed managers of said lottery,

and fully authorized to establish a scheme or schemes of said lottery, to

consist of one or more class or classes, make sale of the tickets and collect

the money arising therefrom.

"Provided they do within three months after the rising of this Assem-
|

bly lodge witli the treasurer of this State a bond payable to said treas- '

urer or his successors in said ofiice, with one or more sureties, to be ap-

proved of by said treasurer in the penal sum of three thousand pounds

lawful money, conditioned for the faithful management of said lottery,

payment of the proceeds, and that the money so raised be faithfully ap-

plied to the building said bridge, and that the said bridge be erected and

completed by the 1st day of December, 1793, and that the sale of said
[

tickets shall not commence before the first day of July next."

i
The eastern extremity of Lottery Bridge was that

I of the present lower bridge, but on the west it ex-

tended nearly to what is now the foot of Wall Street,

and some traces of the abutments which supported it

could until recently be seen there under the dock at

low tide. It had a draw, parting in the middle and
raised by pulleys on either side, but must have been

very poorly built, as within three years' time it needed

repairing. About the year 1804, while undergoing

farther repairs, the whole structure gave way, and,

tipping over to the southward, fell into the water,

where it remained, a melancholy ruin, for a number
of years.

Benjamin Hall, of Stratford, and afterwards Abel

Hall, Jr., and Elijah Burritt, were given permission

to repair it by the Legislature, but failed to improve

the grant, and in 1807 Salmon Hubbell and others

rebuilt the bridge, or rather built a new one,—the

present Bridgeport or lower bridge,—with western

terminus farther up stream, at the foot of Fairfield

Avenue.

In January, 1787, Josiah Lacey, of Newfield,

Nathan Seeley, of Danbury, and David Burr, of Fair-

field, were appointed a committee by the Fairfield

County Court to lay out and widen the highways now
known as Main Street and State Street. The former

is designated in the committee's report, dated April

13, 1787, as " the road at the foot of Golden Hill," and

the latter as "the road from the dwelling-house of

the Widow Eunice Hubbell, near the stores at New-
field, to the town-line between Stratford and Fair-

field." The following persons are stated by the report

to have sustained damages by the alterations made

:

£ s. d.

Aaron Hawley

20

2 9
The Indians, or natives at Golden Hill 14 0
Rev. Robert Ross

1

2 0
James Hoyt

6

5 0
Philip Nichols

3

10 0
Ebenezer Whitney 15 0
Amos Hubbell 19 6

William Peet 10 0
Joliii Hubbell

7

5 0
Widow Eunice Hubbell 12 0
Nathan Odell

15

15 0
William Wordin

3

U 4
Benjamin Hubbell 9 0
Benjamin Wheeler 8 0

William Hubbell 12 0

63 3 7

The report in full, with notes explanatory by R. B.

Lacey, Esq., may be found on page 228 of the "Mu-
nicipal Register" of Bridgeport for 1874.

In October, 1795, William Herron and Eli Mygatt

were appointed by the General Assembly a committee,

with instructions " to view the great road leading from

Dragon Bridge, between East Haven and New Haven,

through New Haven, Milford, Stratford, Fairfield,

Norwalk, Stamford, and Greenwich, to Byram River,

and to make and lay out any necessary alterations in

said road." Following is an extract from their report,

dated Oct. 20, 1796, on file at the State-house, in Hart-

ford. The paragraph relates to the first opening of

the street now known as Stratford Avenue, in East

Bridgeport. Previous to this time the stage road had
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followed the shore around the extreme end of the

point,—a route sometimes impassable at high water

:

" The alterations between Newfield Bridge and Benjamin's Bridge are

grounded on the necessity of avoiding or shunning tlie road now trav-

eled, under the bank where the tide flows, which renders it at times im-

passable, to the detriment of travelers; being likewise very crooked,

which is now remedied by a straight line on good ground through Asa

Benjamin's rope-walk. Twenty rods of the south part thei-eof must be

taken up and shifted to the north end, together with his wlieel-house,

which is thirty feet in lengtli, and subjects him to the necessity of pur-

chasing a lot of land of about seven acres at an extravagant price, beside

the expense of taking up the rope-walk."

The committee recomjnended that three hundred and

thirty dollars damages should be paid to Asa Benja-

min by the town of Stratford.

Their report was accepted by the Assembly, and a

resolution passed making the road, as recommended,

"an open public highway." Liberty was also given

to Stratford to set up a toll-gate at Lottery Bridge, in

Newfield, for the support of that and of Benjamin's

Bridge, which was accordingly done in 1799, John

Thompson, Amos Hubbell, and Thaddeus Benedict

being the commissioners.

In October, 1797, an act was passed by the Legisla-

ture authorizing the inhabitants of Newfield to meet

annually at the school-house on the first Monday in

December to choose for firemen twenty-five men liv-

ing within the limits of Newfield. Power was also

given the village to make regulations for better pro-

tection against fire, and to impose penalties not ex-

ceeding ten dollars in case of their violation. A fire-

engine and a number of fire-buckets had already been

purchased by subscription.

In the following year another resolution of similar

tenor was passed by the Assembly, which is interest-

ing because it defines the limits of Newfield Village.

These were briefly as follows : Beginning at Welles

Tongue, and following the river to the northeast cor-

ner of the Indian Lot, a short distance above the

present horse-railroad bridge ; thence crossing to Main
Street and following the line of Washington Avenue
over Golden Hill to a stone bridge across Cedar Creek,

not very far from where St. John's church now stands

;

thence southeastwardly through the fields to the start-

ing-point.

The first newspaper published in Newfield or

Bridgeport was the American Telegraphe and Fairfield

County Gazette, which was commenced in 1795 and

issued weekly by Lazarus Beach, who came here from

Redding and carried on the business of printer, book-

seller, and stationer on the corner of Wall and Water
Streets, opposite the old Washington Hotel. It was

printed upon what would now be called fair wrapping-

paper and circulated about eight hundi'ed copies,

which were distributed by means of post-riders

throughout the whole of Fairfield County. The sub-

scription price was one dollar and a half per annum,
j

and it continued to be issued by Mr. Beach and his
i

successor, Samuel Mallory, for nearly ten years.

The art of reporting is quite a modern one, and the
,

news and editorial columns of the Telegraphe contain

very little that is interesting at the present day. The

advertisements, on the contrary, are fjften very enter-

taining, and I have thought it worth while to copy

quite a number of them as illustrating, much better

than could be done in any other way, tlie customs and

the business of the place at the bc'giijuing of the

present century

:

ADVERTISEMENTS FROM THE "TELEGRAPHE,"

FOR SALU
A healthy Negho Gihl, 14 years of age.

Enquire of the Printer.

Newfield, Sept. 6, 1796.

Newfield, May 18, 1796.

De Foreft's

CASH STORE, Repleni/hed.

This day received a very large/ttppty 0/ Fajhionable goods ,/uitahle

to thefea/on, among which arc

AVERY handfome affortmentuf the muft fa( hiorable, fuperfine Broad

Cloths.—Caffimeres of a variety of colours.—Nankeens, clouded,

plain and ftriped.— Calicoes and Chintzes, as cheap as ever before

known; notwithftanding the almoft uiiiverfal cry o) " goods are dear

this fpring."—A large affortment of Silks, fuch as black and coloured

luteftring, taffety, mode, perfian, fatiin, &c. &c. as cheap at retail, as

in New York or Koftun
;
Thofe ladies ivho can with convenience ride

to Newfield, will ofitener be plen/ed in choofijigfior thein/eh>es , than

in leaving it to the choice offonte taftlefs captain 0/ a packet boat.—
Veft Patterns of the neweft and moft approved fafhions.—Ribbands a

great variety.—Nnnkeens, fix yard pieces, by the bundle or lefs quan-

tity.—Long and fhort white kid Gloves.— Men's Silk, Cotttmand Plated

Hofe.—Ladies white cotton do.—Dimities—Janes—Fuftians—Furniture

Calico.—Shawls—White Fringe—Laces & edgings—Jaconet and book

Muflins—Shirting do.—Bandanoes by the piece or fingle—Ladies and

Gentlemen's Hats.

A very handfome affortment of Jewelry fuch as Beads, Ear-rings,

Breaft-pins, Watch-chains, Watch-keys, Dead watches, &c. Berga-

mot—Lavender—Hair-Powder—Tooth-Powder, &c.

LOOKING GLASSES.
HARDWARE and CUTLERY of all kinds—SPADES—STEEL.
CROCKERY, a general affortment.

PATENT LAMPS by the dozen or fingle, very low indeed.—Tea
boards & fervers—Bread Bafkets.

RUM and WINES by the barrel or lefs quantity—BRANDY.
Cherry RUM, a cheap good liquor for taverns.

Loaf, Lump and Brown SUGARS, at New-York prices.—Chocolate

& Coffee.—Hyfon, Suchong and Bohea Teas.—Raifins—Pepper—Al-

spice—Ginger—Nutmegs by the quarter pound or fingle.

MOLASSES—PLUG and PAPER TOBACCO, wholefale and re-

tail.

Flotong and Carolina INDIGO.
Ladies and Gentlemen who are in want of dry goods, may depend on

having at all times a large affortment to pick out of, and on the moft

reafonable terms, at the ftore of their obedient fervant,

David C. De Foreft.

More GOODS!!
LAMBERT LOCKWOOD,

Pleafdd with the effects of the Motto,

" Cheap Cafh STORE,"

\inSHES also to come forward with his mite,/r<? bono publico

• V Should any one scruple his sincerity in the cause, he humbly in-

vites fuch to give him an opportunity of convincing them by ocular

demonftration—and fhould they then find his old prices fufficiently re-

duced, and the packages now before him, and to be displayed iox their

infpection
; to confift o(fieafionable,firc/h andgood Goods, and felected

with as much " ta/te and pafiionate attention" as any whatcz er
; why

then, he also may hope in the eftablifhmcnt ofaCASH St ok k.—His
articles and qualities in the different branches of country merchandize
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now opening, are many and varying. An hiventory of which, would
I

be too voluminous for a Newfpaper already fo crowded, that with diffi-

culty this curtailed piece is promifed admifBon.

Newfield, May 18, 1796.

WILLIAM EATON,
|

IS under the neceffity of calling on all Perfons indebted to him, to

oblige him by making payment, previous to the firft day of July

next ; as he wifhes to carry on bufinefs in a different line after that time,

and will then be much in want of money.

HE HAS FOR SALE, ^

ROCK SALT, COD FISH,

GURRIE for tanners and curriers, and a fupply of new Superfine and

common FLOUR. Alfo, Weft India, Hardware and Dry GOODS as

ufual.

N. B. He will pay Cash for 500 bufhels of 0.<\TS, if delivered within

ten days. Newfield, May 18, 1796.

4®= The Sloop ELIZA, John Curtis, Mafter, will fail for Albany, and

other places on the North River, on Saturday next—for freight or paf-

fage apply to Hull and Lyon, or the mafter on board.

LOST on the 27th of April, a lightifh coloured GREAT COAT, no

buttons on it except three on the cape.

Enquire of the Printers.

To be Sold, Cheap for Cafh,

An elegant New

Chaife, and Harnefs,

Compleat. Enquire at this office.

FOR SALE,
A very good Saddle and Carriage

HORSE.
Enquire of the Printers.

RICHARD HUHBELL & SON,

Have fur sale 500 bushels first quality Anguilla Salt, which they will e.x-

change for all kinds of Country produce at the highest market.

R. HUBBELL & SON.
,

Newfield, Dec. 20, 1796.

MOLASSES, Salt and Chocolate for sale by

J. & D. FAYERWEATHER.
Newfield, Dec. 14, '96.

JOURNEYMEN ,

and Apprentices wanted at the rope-making business by

DAVID OSBORNE.
Newfield, Nov. 30, 1796.

CURTIS & RUSS,

Cabinet makers, have taken the room south of the Telegraphe printing 1

office, and over the store of Mr. Charles Nichols ; where ladies and gen-

tlemen may be supplied with all kinds of Cabinet work on the shortest

notice and most reasonable terms. Wanted, Journeymen and appren-
'

tices at the above business.

CURTIS & RUSS. .

Newfield, Dec. 7, '96.

WANTED IMMEDIATELY.
A few loads of Hogshead and Barrel hoop poles. For good barrel

poles eight shillings per hundred will be paid by

ROBERT LINUS.

Newfield, Dec. 7, '96.

CASH paid for RAGS, at the Telegraphe Office.

RAN away from the fubfcriber fometime laft month, a Negro flave,

named Sampfon. All perfons are forbid harboring or truftinghim, and

all mafters of veffels are forbid carrying him away on penalty of the law.

JAMES DUNNING.
Huntingdon, Oct. 21, 1798.

|

WANTED.

A few tons good English Hay, for which cafh will be paid on delivery.

Enquire of the Printer.

yiift publifhed, andforfale at the/tore 0/Salmon Hubbell, at New-

field:

A SCHOOL DICTIONARY,
Being a Compendium of the lateft and most Improved

DICTIONARIES.
Comprising an Eafy and Concife Method of teaching Children the true

meaning and pronunciation of the moft ufeful words in the

ENGLISH LANGUAGE.
Webfter's fpelling-books,

By the dozen or fingle,

For fale at this office.

TAKE NOTICE.

Ran away from the subscriber on 'the 3rd instant a Negro Woman
named Candace, about 20 years ofage. She is slim built, yellowish com-

plexion, middle size, slim face ; carried with her a light chintz gown,

brown flannel short gown, black skirt, and had on when went away a

black beaver hat, and a light chintz shawl. It is supposed she is under

convoy of some negro man.

Whoever will secure her and give information, or return her shall have

Five dollars reward and charges paid by

PHILO NORTON.
Newtown, Nov. 5, 1798.

13 an away from the fubfcribers two apprentice boys, one named
Wakeman Holberton, about feventeen years of age, an appren-

tice to the Houfe joiners bufinefs. The other named Benjamin Curtis,

about the fame age, an apprentice to the fhoemaking bufinefs. The
abovementioned boys were feen yefterday morning fteering weftward

and it is fuppofed they have gone to New-York. Whoevef will appre-

hend faid boys and return them 10 their mafters fhall receive fix cents

for each, but no charges paid. All perfons are forbid harboring or

trufting faid boys, on penalty of the law.

NATHANIEL ELLS,
JOSEPH BOOTH.

Newfield, June 10, 1800.

Wanted to Purchafe

A Quantity of good FLOUR BARRELS, for which Cafh will be
*- paid, as usual, at the Yellow Mill, by

BENJAMIN M. WOOLSEY.
Who wifhes to take two fmart, active Lads as apprentices to the

flouring bufinefs.

Newfield, May 9, 1800.

WANTED IMMEDIATELY.

\ Journeyman Cabinet-Maker, one who is a firft rate workman, will

find good wages by applying to

Wm. H. PEABODY.

For Sale,

THAT beautiful fituation, late the property of Thaddeus Benedict,

Efq., dec'd, fituate at Newfield landing, near the bridge, and

adjoining the public houfe lately kept by Ifaac Hinman, containing

fifty five rods of ground under the fineft improvement and cultivation

as a garden, with a large and elegant dwelling houfe and out houfes

ftanding thereon ; all in excellent order. The writer will not attempt

a defcription of its beauties and conveniences in an advertifement—he

will only obferve, that for pleafantnefs of fituation, and convenience to

tranfact bufinefs of any kind, it has not its fuperior in the village of

Newfield. An indifputable title will be given (by William Benedict

and Deborah Benedict) and pofTeffion given immediately if required.

WILLIAM BENEDICT.
Newfield, June 28, 1800.

N. B. The dwelling houfe has e.\cellent accomodations for a ftore or

tavern.
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Vi<flory Wetmore,

HasJuft received a /refh /upply of

Patent Medicine,

amongft which (in addition to his former affortment) are:

T-XOCTOR Solomon's celebrated BALM of GILEAD,
^—^ Doctor Church's Tincture for cure of the Tooth ach.

Doctor Wheaton's Jaundice Bitters, which is highly recommended
in all Jaundice and Biilious complaints.

Ditto's Itch Ointment, which is warranted to cure the Itch, and^to

contain neither Brimftone or Mercury in the compofition.

Doctor Church's Extract of Muftard for the cure of the Rheumatism.
Patent Sago, &c. &c.

Stratford, Dec. 21, 1801. [eow.

Lyman Smith,

Clock and Watch Maker, Silver Smith, and Jeweler.

"P ESPECTFULLY informs his friends and the public, that he has
'-^ taken the fhop lately occupied by Nathaniel Wade, where he

makes moft articles usual in his line of business ; such as Gold diamond
top'd ear-rings. Gold Beads, Lockets, Finger Rings of every descrip-

tion ; Tea and Table spoons. Soup ladles, &c., &c. Clocks and

Watches repaired. Those who will favor him with their cuftom, may
depend on punctuality and dispatch.

Bridgeport, March 23, 1802. (12 t. f.)

Stop the Thief.

A Negro man of a fmall size, called Henry Jackson, brought up in
^""^ New York ; may be known by a fear acrofs his left eyebrow

;

very meanly dreffed, fhort blue jacket and pantaloons ; no pack. He
has lately been in New Haven goal for theft ; makes it his practice to

hire out, then fteal and run away, as he his done from me, although

I procured his release from prison, and was bound to me for two years.

He left me on Faft day the i6th instant. Whoever will take up the

Negro and fecure him in any goal and give fpeody notice, or deliver

him to the fubfcriber in Woodbury, thall be handfomely rewarded and

all necessary charges paid by

SAMUEL WALKER.
Woodbury, April 19, 1802,

Thefollowing articles are wanted, for which Cafh will be

paid, at the Printing- Office^ Bridgeport.

Potatoes, parfnips. Dried Apples, and Cheefe.

Bridgeport, April 6, 1802.

Garden Seeds ^

FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE.

Bridgeport, April 6.

NEW GOODS. -

CHEAl^ FOR READY PAY.

"T^HE Subscriber offers for fale the following: Blue, black, Corbo,and

cinamon superfine Broad cloths—second quality, do.—blue, brown,

and mixed low priced do.—Black, blue, mixt, ftriped and plain Carsey-

mears;—Red, black, green, and white Flannels;— Frizes;—black and

olive Fancy Cords; Swansdowns and Satin Veft patterns—Brown Hol-

land, Buttons, Silk, Twift, &c.

The Tailoring business carried on as usual—and every favour thank-

fully acknowledged. Those who are indebted to the fubfcriber for

Goods, whose accounts are due by agreement, are requefted to make
immediate pay to prevent coft, and oblige their Humble Servt.

SAMUEL BURR.
Bridgeport, Nov. 30, 1803.

NKW GOODS.
'

I
"HE fubfcriber has juft received from New-York and for fale, a very

-' handfome affortment of Summer GOODS, which he will sell very

low for Cafh or fhort approved credit.—Likewise, a few Hhds. of Rum
and Molaffes.

ENOCH FOOT.
N. B. All perfons indebted to said Foot whofe accounts arc due by

agreement, are requefted to call and fettle the fame without delay.

7

JESSE STERLING,

HAS juft received a general affortment of GROCERIES, viz.

BRANDY, of thefirftand second quality—RUM and GENEVA.
Madeika, Pout, Shekky, and Malaga WINES. Hyson, Young

Hyson, Souchong and Bohea Teas. Loaf, Lump, and Brown SUGARS.
Spanish Indigo—Copperas— Allum, Poland Starch, Mackoboy and

Scotch SNUFF; Paper, hand, and Roll Tobacco. Rice; Cotton ; Bar

& fhaving soap. Likewise Powder & Shot.

Together with a new and fafhionable affortment of CLOTHS, suit-

able for the seafon, confifting of Superfine black, blue, mixt & drab

Broadcloths, Combo, do. Black, blue, and white Caffameers. London
brown, Mixt and Snuff coloured Coatings. Flannels, of all colours and

descriptions. Chintzes, of a new and elegant figure. Cheap Callicoes,

Humhums, CtJtton and Linnen Checks. Durants, Callimancoes ; Eum-
bazctt ; Camel-hair fhawls, of a superior quality. Chintz and Cotton, do.

Bandannas, silk and pocket handkerchiefs. Ribbons ; Ladies Silk and

Kid Gloves. Gentlemen's Silk and worfted Hose. Cambrick Muslins ;

Dimities, &c. &c.

ALSO a general affortment of CABINET FURNITURE and CUT-
LERY, where Carpenters and Joiners can be supplied with any tools

whatever, in the line of their business. The above articles will be sold at

a low price, for cafh, credit, or country produce.

Bridgeport, Nov. 23, 1803.

FOR THE PUBLIC.

'T""© BE LET at Public Vendue on the 31ft day of inft. December, at 4
o'clock, afternoon, at the House of Benjamin Boftwick, in Bridge-

port, the Toll or Lottery Bridge, so called for the term of one year,

commencing on the ift. day of January, 1804, and ending on the laft

day of Dec. 1804. Conditions on which said Bridge is to be let will be

made known at the aforesaid time and place.

JOSIAH LACEY )

SALMON HUBBELL
\ Comm'rs.

JOHN THOMPSON
J

Bridgeport, December 12, 1803.

HUMHUMS,
"D Y the Piece or Yard,—a large fupply now opening;—alfo a gen-

eral affortment of feafonable GOODS, for fale by

BURRITT & SHERMAN.
Bridgeport, Nov. 26, 1803.

LOST

SOMEWHERE in Bridgeport on Sunday laft, a Ten Dollar Bank
Note, of the United State's Bank Whoever may have found

faid note, and will leave it with the Printer hereof, fhall be fuitably re-

warded for their honefty.

Bridgeport, Nov. 23, 1803.

npAKE NOTICE all who juftly owe,

Curtiss <5r* Glover, late in Co.

Clofe your accounts without delay

Either by Notes or ready pay ;

For if by negligence you tarry

Beyond the firft of February,

Our books will all be put in suit,

And Coft and trouble be the fruit.

BENJAMIN CURTISS, jun.

EZRA GLOVER.
Newtown, Jan. 12, 1804.

CLEMENT BECHER,

GOLD AND SILVER SMITH.

T T AS for fale. Elegant eight day Clocks, which he will warrant to per-

form well—Brafs and Iron Andirons—Second hand Muskets

—

Candleftics—Tobacco and Snuflf Bo.xes—Watch criftals—Chains and

keys—Silver Tea Spoons, &c. &c.

Gold and Silver work, watch repairing, &c. done with neatnefs and

difpatch.

Cafh paid for old Silver.

Bridgeport, Jan. 10, 1804.
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PUBLIC AUCTION.
Bridgeport, Jan. 24th, 1804.

For fale at Vendue a certain piece of land lying near Bridgeport at a

place called Lewes's point containing about twenty acres ; about two

thirds clear and good for improvement, the reft wood land. Said ven-

due is to be holden at Mr. Benjamin Boftwick's tavern, on Saturday

the nth of February next at 3 o'clock p.m.

AGUR T. LEWIS.

MRS. GEARY'S SCHOOL,

Is now open for the reception of young ladies, who will be taught

Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Grammar and Geography and all kinds

of Needlework, making of Laces and Edgings, Tamboring on muflin

or filk. Embroidering, Drawing, Painting, &c. &c.

Board and Lodging for fix or eight will be furnifhed at a reafonable

rate.

Bridgeport, gth of May, 1804.

FOR SALE.

A convenient dwelling houfe and an acre of excellent land, fituated

in Berkfhire, so called, about a mile from Bridgeport. If the above

houfe and land is not fold by the ift of April next it will then be let for

one year. For further particulars apply to the fubfcriber, living on the

premifes.

ABRAHAM PARROT.
Bridgeport, Feb. 1804.

NOTICE
is hereby given that a meeting of the ftockholders of the Bridgeport

and Newtown Turnpike Company will be held at the Inn of Caleb

Baldwin, Jun., Newtown, on the 27th day of inft. March at 10 a.m.

by ortler of the directors

SAMUEL C. BLACKMAN, Clerk.

Bridgeport, March 3, 1804.

N. B. the firft quarterly dividend is made out and the treafurer is

ready to pay the fame to the feveral ftockholders.

ONE CENT REWARD.

Ran away from the fubfcriber on the night of the 6th instant a boy

by the name of John Jones, an indented apprentice. Said boy is very

ftout, pale face, light hair and light eyes, with a pair of large feet:

talks very flow: whoever will take up faid boy and return him to the

fubfcriber fhall receive the above reward and One cent charges from

me. ASA BENJAMIN.
Bridgeport, March 12, 1804.

(From the Republican Farmer, Jan. i, 1817.)

A FORTUNE FOR ONLY SIX DOLLARS!
The Wafhington Bridge Lottery commenced drawing Dec. 27th 1816.

The public are cautioned not to delay any longer the purchafe of Tick-

ets, and thereby forego the opportunity of placing themfelves out of

reach of what they call Hard Times. Times are hard to be fure, but

why not fpare a little of your cafh when there is a chance of reaping a

thoufand fold? Tickets may now be had at the Poft Office at Bridge-

port, and thofe who have been fo unfortunate as to draw low prizes may
have an opportunity of exchanging them torTickets warranted undrawn.

Call foon; the price of Tickets will rife fhortly.

J. STERLING.
Bridgeport, Jan. i, 1817.

The foregoing advertisements, and many _ others

which we have not room to copy, plainly show that,

though Newfield or Bridgeport was small in size, its

people possessed a good deal of business enterprise.

Almost every firm owned a coasting sloop or schooner,

while there were a number of brigs and other large

vessels engaged in the foreign trade.

While homeward bound from the West Indies in

the year 1799, young Wilson Hubbell, son of Amos

Hubbell, perhaps the most prominent man in New-
field, lost his life in a manner that never fails to ex-

cite sympathy even at this distant day. He was cap-

tured by a French privateer, who, taking out several

of his seamen, replaced them with a prize crew, with

orders to bring the sloop into some French port.

While the prize-master was enj'oying his noon-day

nap Capt. Hubbell turned the tables upon him by
locking him into the cabin and overpowering and
securing his men. At length, upon promise of good
behavior and surrender of his weapons, the French-

man was allowed to come out from the cabin, and the

two sat down upon the quarter-rail to smoke a cigar

together. The Frenchman dropped his cigar, and,

stooping as if to pick it up, caught Capt. Hubbell by
the feet and hurled him overboard. The sea was calm,

and the young man swam after the vessel, begging to

be taken on board, but in vain. His enemy would

not listen to his cries, and his gold, which he had

secured in a belt about his body, weighed him down,

so that he soon sunk beneath the waves to rise no

more. A tablet in the old Stratfield burying-ground

commemorates his fate, and refers with not unnatural

warmth to " the unprincipled oflBcer of a French pri-

vateer, who, deaf to the claims of justice and the cries

of humanity, plunged the sufferer into the ocean and
left him to perish in the waves."

In the year 1800, on petition of Amos Hubbell and

forty-nine others, the village heretofore known as

Newfield was incorporated under the name of the

Borough of Bridgeport, and granted most of the priv-

ileges usually conferred upon cities except represen-

tation in the General Assembly and the right of vot-

ing at town and State elections, for which purpose the

inhabitants of the borough were still obliged to go to

Stratford. Careful search in the archives of the State,

at Hartford, has brought to light the original petition,

which is now published for the first time. The docu-

ment is in the handwriting of Joseph Backus, attor-

ney, who originated the idea and drew the charter,

the first of the kind in the State

:

COPY OF PKTITION.

" To the Honorable General Assembly of the State of Connecticut to be holden

at New Haven in said State on Ike second Thursday of October yiext,

"The Petition of Amos Hubbell, Josiah Lacey, John S. Cannon, Sal-

mon Hubbell, and others, whose names are hereunto subscribed, inhab-

itants of Newfield, in the town of Stratford and County of Fairfield,

Humbly slieweth

:

" That said Newfield is a Sea Port, compactly settled, rapidly increasing

in population, navigation, commerce, both foreign and domestic, and

various other Icinds of business; and that your petitioners have for a

considerable time suffered great inconvenience from a want of power to

regulate the internal police, and to make and carry into execution such

bj'-laws as are necessary for their prosperity and convenience.

" Whereupon your Petitioners would humbly pray your Honors, That

all the Freemen of this State, inhabitants of said town of Stratford,

dwelling within the following bounds,—viz., Beginning at the Sea or

Sound, thence running Northwardly on the line dividing the towns of

Stratford and Fairfield, until it comes to the South end of the Line Road,

so called ; thence East to the East side of said Line Road ; thence North-

wardly, on the East side of said Line Road, to the South west end of

Golden Hill Road ; thence North Eastwardly, on the South East side of
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said Golden Hill Road, to the North East end of the same, at the New-

town Road ; thence East across said Newtown Road to the Western

boundary of Indian Lot, so calUiil ; then('e Nortliwardly, on the line

dividing said Newtown Road from said Indian Lot to tlie Nortliwest

corner of said Indian Lot; thence Eastwardly on the Nortliern lino of

said Indian Lot to the West side of said Newfield Harljour; thence

Southwardly to an Island, or dry Knowl, in said llarlioiir, opposite said

Indian Lot; Thence Southwardly, to the middle of Newfield or Lottery

Bridge, so called ; thence Southwardly to the Easternmost point of

Welles Tongue at low water mark ; tlience Southwcstwardly on the

edge of the Bank at low water mark, till it comes to the first mentioned

bounds, at the Line dividing the said towns of Stratford and Fairfield,

—

may by an Act of the Legislature be ordained and instituted a body cor-

porate by the name of the Warden, Burgesses, & Freemen of the Bonjugh

of Bridgeport; with the power of succession, suing and being sued, &

purchasing, holding, & conveying estate, both real & personal ; of an-

nually choosing a Warden, six Burgesses, BailifT, Treasurer, Clerk, Col-

lector, and inspectors of Produce, &c. ; of laying out and altering High-

ways, of Levying Taxes, of making Bye laws relative to Markets and

Commerce within the limit of said Borough ; relative to preserving said

Borough from injury by fire;

"Reliitive to burial of the deSd; Relative to Nuisances within said

Borough ; relative to streets & Highways of said Borough ; relative to

whar\'es, channels, anchoring, and mooring of Vessels ; relative to trees

planted for shade, ornament, convenience, or use, public or private ; rela-

tive to the fruit of such trees; relative to trespasses committed in gar-

dens; relative to walks and buildings, public or private ; relative to the

warning and holding meetings of said Borough ; relative to the mode of

taxation, as to taxes to be levied in said Borough ; relative to the form

of oath to be taken by the Treasurer of said Borough ; relative to the

penalties to be incurred by those who being chosen to Offices in said

Borough refuse to serve ; relative to a borough watch ; relative to public

lights and lamps of said Borough ; relative to restraining horees, cattle,

sheep, swine, and geese from going at large in said Borough, and to in-

flicting jienalties for the breach of said Bye laws ; and that said Borough

by their proper ofBcers may have power to lay out, alter, and change

Highways, streets, and public walks in said Borough, and to erect & keep

in repair a legal sign post in said Borough ; and that saiil Borough may
have power to admit to tlie freedom thereof any of the Freemen of this

State belonging to either of the towns of Stratford or Fairfield, holding

real estate or doing regular business in said Borough.
" And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

" Dated at Newfield the 22d Day of September, A.D. 1800.

Am..s Hubbell. W" Sheffield.

Salmon Hubbell. William De Forest.

John S. Cannon. George Hayt.

Lambert Lockwood. Thad. Hubbell.

Josiah Lacey. Daniel Young & Son.

Robert Linus. Ezra Gregory.

David Minot. David Sherwood.

Joseph Backus. Daniel S. Messer.

Stephen Summers, Junr. David Lacey.

Isaiic Hinman. Stephen Burroughs, Jr.

William Benedict. David Sterling.

Lazarus Beach. Isaac Burrouglis.

W" H. Peabody. Daniel Fayerweather.

Reuben Tweedy. Ezra Hubbell.

Thomas Gouge, Jun. Eli Smith.

Stephen Hull. James Allen.

Amos B. Fairniau. Sani'i Burr.

Silas Sherman. Asahel Dunning.
William Peet. Thomas Woodward.
Asa Hubbell. Jesjse Benedict.

Nathl. Wade. Wil» N. Wliiting.

Francis Botsford. Charles Nichols.

Ebenezer Allen. Jonathan Baker.

Lewis Sturgis. Zebulon Kiitiand.

Samuel Porter. John Wliiting."

As yet there were no churches within the borough,

and the people were obliged to go to Stratfield to at-

tend service upon the Sabbath, but in March, 1801,

the members of St. John's parish voted to pull down
their old church, which, as already stated, stood near

the present crossing of North and Wood Avenues,

and build a new one in Bridgeport. This wa« upon

the corner of State and Broad Streets, and continued

to be occupied by the society until I880, when it wa.s

sold to the Baptists.

An effort was made in the spring of 180] to have

the Congregational Society removed to Bridgejjort,

but it met with considerable opposition from that

part of the congregation residing in Stratfield, and it

was not until 1808 that the change was finally effected.

The new meeting-house was erected by suVjscription

at a co.st of two thousand dollars, and was on the

corner of Broad and John Streets, on the site of the

present North church. Rev. Elijah Waterman was

then the pastor, and deser.ves to be commemorated,
not only as a faithful and successful minister, but as

being the first white man to recognize the advantages

of Golden Hill as a place of residence. He built hLs

house, afterwards occupied by the late Hanford Lyon,

upon the brow of this hill when it was so rugged and
forest-clad that hardly a neighbor was in sight, and
his people wondered that he should locate so far

away from the village.

One of the most honored names in the history of

the Methodist denomination is that of Jesse Lee, the

founder of Methodism in the Eastern States. On his

first tour through New England he preached once at

Norwalk and again in the court-house at Fairfield,

and then continued his journey into Rhode Island.

Returning, he preached in Stratfield on Friday, Sept.

25, 1789.

Dr. Abel Stevens, in his history of the denom-

ination, thus refers to the occasion :
" It was a memo-

rable day. After the sermon he conducted a kind of

class-meeting composed of about twenty persons. It

was the first class-meeting held on the circuit, and led

to the formation next day of the first class, composed

of three women, who appeared willing to bear the

cross and have their names cast out as evil for the

Lord's sake. Since his arrival in New England three

months of incessant labors and vexatious rebuffs had

passed, and but three women were organized into the

new church which was to spread scriptural holiness

over the land."

In Barber's " Historical Collection for Connecti-

cut," page 409, it is also stated that the first Metho-

dist Society in New England " was formed by Rev
Jesse Lee, at Bridgeport, Sept. 26, 1789." The
house where the meetings were held was that of a

Mrs. Wells, on the lower part of Park Avenue. It

was pulled down a few years ago, but before its de-

struction photographs were taken of it, which are

still preserved.

Nathan and Heman Bangs, both eminent men in

the denomination, were born in Stratfield, the former

about the year 1777, the latter April 15, 1790. Their

father, an intelligent blacksmith, has already been

mentioned in these pages. His house was at the foot

of the hill upon which the Stratfield Baptist church

now stands, but about the year 1793 he removed lo
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Stamford, N. Y. He is said to have been a church-

man, and, when Jesse Lee preached here, to have

kept his family closely at home, lest they should be-

come infected with the itinerant's supposed hetero-

doxy. Both himself and his wife in after-years be-

came members of the Methodist connection. Of

Nathan Bangs it is said, that as a minister or pre-

siding elder for more than sixty years, as a founder

of the missionary society, the periodical literature,

and the Conference system of his Church, and as its

recognized historian, he rendered it more important

services than any other man save Asbury.

The Bridgeport Bank, of which a more particular

account will follow, was chartered by the Legislature

in 1806 with a capital of two hundred thousand dol-

lars. In 1810 the census of the borough, which be-

fore that date had been included with the town of

Stratford, was' taken separately, and showed a popu-

lation of two hundred and twenty-two persons on the

point, and eight hundred and sixty-seven on the west

side of the river,—an aggregate of one thousand and

eighty-nine souls. Bridgeport contained at this time

one bank, two houses of public worship,—one for the

Episcopalians, one for the Congregational ists,—and

one hundred and twenty-three dwelling-houses, thirty-

one of which were on the point. Most of the houses

were two-story buildings and painted white.

Eighteen vessels, of the capacity of one thousand

four hundred and fourteen tons, were owned here, and

were engaged in the West India or the coasting-trade.

The principal exports were live-stock, wheat and rye

flour, and India,n meal, corn, rye, oats, flaxseed, pork,

beef, butter, lard, cider, and cider-brandy. Among
the articles manufactured in the place were beaver

hats, rope, saddles and saddletrees, boots and shoes,

cabinet-work, and carriages. Tliere were two tan-

neries, three printing-offices, two weekly newspapers,

one pottery, and forty-three stores.

During the war of 1812, New London was block-

aded for a number of months by a British fleet, while

the coasting-trade of Long Island Sound was for a

long time almost entirely suspended owing to the

presence of the fleet and the activity of several pri-

vateers fitted out in the British provinces. One of

these, known as the " Liverpool Packet," and hailing

from Liverijool, Nova Scotia, picked uj), among other

prizes, two sloops running as packets between Bridge-

port and New Y^ork.

One afternoon in 1814 she was seen in pursuit of

two coasters, a sloop and a schooner, the latter owned

in Derby, and commanded by Capt. Hart, of that

place. Both vessels spread every sail in the attempt

to escape, but, finding their efforts in vain and that

their enemy was gaining upon them, they bore up

for Bridgeport Harbor, which the aloop succeeded in

reaching safely, while the schooner grounded on the

outer bar. She was soon boarded by a boat's crew

from the Nova Scotiaman, who, finding their prize

immovable, would have set her on fire, but it was be-

fore the day of matches, and Capt. Hart had taken

the precaution to throw overboard the tinder-box as

soon as his vessel struck. • The captors now rum-

maged cabin and hold, taking whatever suited their

fancy, and some of them had even commenced to cut

with their sheath-knives strips of duck from the sails

to mend their canvas trousers with, when a cannon-

ball from the shore coming inconveniently near, caused

them to tumble precipitately into the boat and return

to their own ship, which soon bore away up the Sound.

At the next tide the stranded schooner floated again,

and was brought up to the dock and discharged her

cargo here. The pursuit and capture and subsequent

relinquishment of the prize were witnessed by hun-

dreds of excited spectators on shore, and the artillery-

flre which drove off the privateersman was partly

from the single gun of the Bridgeport Artillery Com-
pauy, under command of Capt. Samuel Hawley, and

partly from the little fort on the " Tongue," from

which Capt. James Allen fired twenty-four shots at

the enemy.

As there were no railroads at that time and the

British had entire control of the Sound, great incon-

venience resulted from this practical blockade of our

ports. Most of the commerce carried on between

them and New York had to be by means of whale-

boats, which, being of exceedingly light draught,

could closely hug the shore, and if pursued jjut up

into some little creek or inlet for safety; but this

mode of conveyance was both inconvenient and

costly, and it is not surprising that a plan to cap-

ture some of the detested privateers was much dis-

cussed. It was proposed to put out from Bridgeport

Harbor with an old sloop gotten up very much on the

plan of the celebrated Trojan horse, with two or three

venerable fishermen of simple demeanor on deck, and

half a hundred well-armed athletic young fellows

concealed below in the hold. When captured, as

they were sure to be, they would lie to very close to

their cajitors,—if possible alongside,—and then at the

proper time would turn the tables in a most surpris-

ing manner, capture the British privateer, and bring

her into port amid the ringing of bells, the firing of

cannon, and the applause of the populace. I am
told that this remai'kable plan would actually have

been attempted but for the opposition of Joseph

Backus, already mentioned as an attorney and a

leading man in the place at that time.

Early in the war a company of State militia, com-

manded by Lieuts. Curtis and Bellamy, was stationed

1
here for a time. It was quartered in an old bakery

on Water Street, opposite Union Street, on the ground

now occupied by the Housatonic Railroad building,

and details were sent down daily to mount guard in

an earthwork upon the peninsula known as the

" Tongue." Another detachment occupied " Fort

Union," upon Grover's Hill, Black Rock.

Some time after this company had been ordered

elsewhere, probably during the year 1814, the com-
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munity was startled one afternoon by the sight of two

British men-of-war coming to anchor opposite the

town. These vessels belonged to the fleet which,

under the command of Sir Thomas Hardy, the friend

and companion of the illustrious Nelson, was block-

ading Decatur at New London. Their port-holes

were raised, as if it was intended to shell the town,

and by the aid of a spy-glass it could be seen that

their decks were swarming with men. Peoj^le re-

called to mind the fate of Fairfield and Norwalk in

the Eevolution, and, though the sun went down and

darkness came on without the firing of a gun or any

attempt being made to land, the excitement on shore

was very great, and continued to increase throughout

the night. No one slept, the church-bells were rung,

the money and valuable paj^ers belonging to the

Bridgeport Bank were removed into the country for

security, and not a few of the peojjle, taking with

them their most portable property, sought safety

upon the summit of Toilsome Hill. Of course the

militia were called out and made ready to welcome

the invaders " with hospitable hands to bloody

graves," and Gen. Enoch Foote sent messengers for

reinforcements to all the neighboring towns, some of

which responded, while others did not.

To the great relief of all, when morning dawned

not a trace of the British ships could be seen. They

had sailed during the night, having only anchored

here to procure a supply of fresh provisions, which,

under cover of darkness, were purchased from certain

parties on shore. A man named Garlick, who was

proprietor of the Johnson tide-mill, in West Stratford,

carried on contraband trafiic of this kind quite ex-

tensively, buying many sheep and cattle and selling

them again at such times to the officers of the British

fleet. The enemy never made any attempt to land

here, but their vessels were frequently in sight, and

caused much alarm to the timid.

One evening the sentinel stationed upon the shore,

near where the Soldiers' Monument now stands, rode

furiously up town shouting at the top of his voice,

"The British have landed!" Two parties were sent

down in different directions to meet the supposed in-

vaders, and in the darkness fired upon each other,

causing great excitement for some time, but, for-

tunately, no lives were sacrificed.

The news of the treaty of peace between the United

States and Great Britain was received in New York,

Feb. 11, 1815, and was welcomed with an illumina-

tion. A public celebration in honor of the event was

held in Bridgeport, February 22d. There was firing

of cannon and ringing of bells at daybreak, and in

the forenoon a procession headed by a band of music

marched through the streets to the North church,

where the President's proclamation was read. Rev.

Messrs. Shelton and Waterman ofiered prayer, and

J. A. Crocker pronounced an oration. After the ex-

ercises in the church were concluded there was a

public dinner at Knapp's Hotel, and a ball in the
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evening. At Fairfield an ox was barbecued on tlie

public green.

On the night of Aug. 20, 1824, Gen. Lafayette and

suite, while on a journey from New York to Bfjston,

put up in Bridgeport at Knap{)'s Hotel, on the corner

of Wall and Water Streets. Preparations had been

made for an escort to meet the party in Fairfield and

conduct it in triumph to the hotel, but these were

disconcerted by the lateness of the hour—past eleven

o'clock—of the general's arrival, nearly every one

having given up expecting him and retired to rest.

An eye-witness* gives the following account of his

reception next morning :

" At five in the morning the bells began ringing and
the cannon firing. Lafayette had arrived and slept se-

curely through the night at Knapp's. A few minutes

later the street before the hotel was thronged with

men, and the walk before the brick stores was filled

with ladies. Lafayette and his suite made their ap-

pearance upon the balcony between Mr. Hubbell and
Mr. Lockwood. The people welcomed Lafayette with

three cheers. He replied, ' I am very happy to re-

ceive your kind welcome.' Afterwards, placing his

hand upon the balustrade, he exclaimed, not in a loud

voice, but with much feeling, 'Hapjiy, happy people!'

The ladies now formed in line in front of the men, and,

going up one by one, shook hands with him. The
men did the same, and I grasped the hand of La-

fayette."

After breakfast Lafayette resumed his journey east-

ward, and was accomjjanied by a disorderly procession

of the townspeople, some on horseback, others in

vehicles of various descriptions. At Washington

Bridge, Gen. Enoch Foote made brief farewell re-

marks "in behalf of the citizens of Bridgeport," but

a few of the escort kept on as far as Milford.

In the year 1819, thinking that BridgeiJort was fully

capable of managing its own aifairs; and feeling the

inconvenience of being compelled to go to Stratford

to vote at every election, the people of this place pe-

titioned the Legislature to be set off into a separate

town. Their ])etition was defeated by the opjiosition

of the Stratford representatives. In 1821 the attempt

was renewed, and this time was successful, no oppo-

sition being offered on the part of Stratford. In fact,

finding that the Bridgeport men were very decided

and could outvote them at town-meetings, the people

of Stratford favored the division of their town, but

were careful to have the boundary-line established to

suit their own interests and not those of Bridgeport.

This is the reason why our township, down to the

year 1870, was so extremely narrow, and why the

eastern shore of our harbor still remains under another

jurisdiction.

At the time of the setting oft', Bridgepoit is reported

to have contained about seventeen hundred inhabit-

ants and two hundred and eighteen dwelling houses.

* Rev. Edward W. Peet, D.D.
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There were also within its limits two flouring-mills,

and seventy-three stores and manufactories. The num-
ber of the taxable polls was two hundred and thirty-

five, and the valuation of property, according to the

returns made by the assessors for that year, was

twenty-four thousand seven hundred and one dollars.

Division Street, now Park Avenue, continued to be

the western boundary of the township until 1870,

when that portion of Fairfield lying east of Ash
Creek was annexed by act of the Legislature.

The city of Bridgeport was incorporated in May,

1836. At the first city meeting Isaac Sherman, Jr.,

was elected mayor, and Ira Sherman city clerk. In

the year 1839, owing to the financial troubles result-

ing from the issue of city bonds to the Housatonic

Railroad Company, East Bridgeport petitioned the

Assembly to be set off from the city. Their request

was granted, and for twenty-five years our neighbors

upon the east side of the river, while belonging to the

town, had no voice in city affairs. In 1864, however,

the eastern district was reunited to the city, of which

it has since formed a very important part.

The charter of Bridgeport has been so frequently

amended that to give an exact account of its succes-

sive changes would require the pen of a historian

like Hallam.

Following is a list of the mayors of the city from

its first incorporation to the present time : Isaac Sher-

man, 1886 ; Daniel Sterling, 1837 ; Alanson Hamlin,

1838 ; Charles Foote, 1839 ; Charles Bostwick, 1840

;

William P. Burrall, 1841 ; James C. Loomis, 1843

;

Henry K. Harral, 1844; Sherwood Sterling, 1847;

Henry K. Harral, 1849; John Brooks, Jr., 1851;

Henry K. Harral, 1852 ; Charles B. Hubbell, 1853

;

John Brooks, Jr., 1854 ; P. C. Calhoun, 1855 ; Silas

C. Booth, 1858 ; D. H. Sterling, 1860
;
Clapp Spooner,

1863; Jarratt Morford, 1864; Stillman S. Clapp, 1865;

Monson Hawley, 1866 ; Jarratt Morford, 1868 ; Mou-
son Hawley, 1869 ; Jarratt Morford, 1870 ; E. B. Good-

sell, 1871; Robert T. Clarke, 1874; P. T. Barnum,

1875 ; Jarratt Morford, 1876-77 ; Robert E. De Forest,

1878 ; John L. Wessels, 1879 ; Daniel N. Morgan, 1880.

CHAPTER XL
BRIDGEPORT (Continued).

Growth of the City—Its Popuhitiou increased more than sevenfold in

less than half a Century—Description of Bridgeport in 1837—The

Whale-Fishery attempted—The Railroad Epoch—Sketch of Alfred

Bishop—Opening of the Housatonic, New York and New Haven, and

Naugatuok Railroads—Financial Embarrassments—Development of

East Bridgeport—The Wheeler & Wilson Manufacturing Company

—Bridgeport during the War of the Rebellion—Great War-Meetings

—Departure of Troops for the Front—The Ladies' Relief and Soldiers'

Aid Societies—Return of the Regiments—Seaside Park established

18()5—Dedication of Soldiers' Monument—Celebration of the Centen-

nial Fourth of July, 1876.

Bridgeport has changed wonderfully in almost

every respect within the memory of many persons

now living. One well-known citizen tells the writer

that he can recollect the time when Main Street was

bordered with common rail-fences for almost its en-

tire length, and it was necessary to let down a pair of

bars before going up upon Golden Hill. Another

speaks of the time when he rented a broad tract

fronting upon the river and extending as far back as

Lafayette Street, to be used as a cow-pasture, for the

sum of seven dollars per year. In 1824 a map of

Bridgeport was published by H. L. Barnum, a print

of which, though upon a smaller scale, forms one

of the illustrations of this work and will repay care-

ful examination. Even since the incorporation of

the place as a city, in 1836, it has increased in popu-

lation more than sevenfold. The article upon Bridge-

port in Barber's " Historical Collection of Connecti-

cut," written in the following year,—1837,—is worth

reading in this connection, and, as copies of the

work are now scarce, the greater part of it is herewith

reproduced :

"Bridgeport was incorporated as a town in 1821.

It was formerly that part of the parish of Stratfield

lying in the town of Stratford. It is of a triangular

shape, averaging four miles in length from north to

south and over two miles in breadth, containing per-

haps about ten square miles. It is bounded north by
Trumbull ; east by Stratford ; south by the waters of

Long Island Sound; and west by Fairfield. The
township is generally level, and has a strong, fertile

soil.

" The city of Bridgeport was incorporated in 1836.

It is mostly built on the west side of an arm of the

sea, seventeen miles southwest from New Haven,

sixty-two miles from New York, and four from Fair-

field. The harbor extends about three miles inland

to the head of tide-water, where it meets Pequonnock

River, a considerable mill-stream. The average width

of the harbor at high water is eighty rods. At low

water most of it is bare, leaving a channel about a

dozen rods wide; common tides rise seven feet,—
spring tides, nine. The depth of water on the bar at

high water is about thirteen feet ; within the bar the

water is much deeper, having a muddy bottom. The

bridge across the harbor is about one mile and a half

from its mouth, seventy-five rods in length, built on

trestles, with a draw for vessels to proceed above.

The surface on which the town is principally built is

a plain about twelve feet above high-water mark.

There is, however, a rise called Golden Hill, commen-

cing about one hundred rods northwest of the centre

of the present buildings, which after a gradual ascent

of about twenty rods, in which the perpendicular

elevation is fifty feet, presents a surface of half a mile

square, forming a delightful situation for an upper

town ; from this elevation is a fine prospect of the

Sound and surrounding scenery. Though situated

within three miles of Stratford and four of Fairfield,

both among the earliest settlements in the State at

the close of the Revolutionary war, there were but
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ten or twelve houses on the site where Bridgeport is

now built. In 1790 there were but one hundred and

ten inhabitants. In 1830 there were upwards of

eighteen hundred in the borough. The number of

inhabitants at this time (1837) in the city is three

thousand four hundred and sixteen.

"The original name of the village (now city) was

Newfield, which in 1800 was incorporated as a borough

and called Bridgeport.

" There are five churches in the limits of the city,

—

one Episcopal, erected in 1801, now (1837) used by

the Baptists ; two Congregational : the first Congre-

gational church was erected in 1803 (?) by the society

formerly worshiping in Stratfield, the other in 1830

;

the Methodist, erected in 1822 ; and the present Epis-

copal church, now building. The ancient meeting-

house of the parish of Stratfield stood about one mile

and a half northwest of the central part of the city,

on the Line Road between Fairfield and Bridgeport.

It was taken down a year or two since.

" The first newspaper printed in the village was in

1795, and edited by Lazarus Beach. The first bridge

was erected across the harbor in 1783 (?). There are

two banks in this place,—the Bridgeport and Connec-

ticut Banks, the former incorporated in 1806, the lat-

ter in 1831. The number of inhabitants within the

limits of the town is estimated at upwards of four

thousand. A daily line of steamboats between Bridge-

port and New York was established in July, 1834.

Among the principal articles manufactured in this

place are saddlery and carriages. The whale-fishery

of late has received considerable attention. Bridge-

port at this time is rapidly increasing in wealth and
population. A charter was granted in 1836 for a rail-

road, called the Housatonic Railroad, following the

valley of the Housatonic about eighty-five miles to

West Stockbridge, Mass."

Allusion has been made to the prosecution of the

whaling-business from this port. In May, 1833, Eben
Fairchild, Daniel Tomlinson, David Perry, Samuel
F. Hurd, and David P. Minot were incorporated under

the name of " The Bridgeport "Whaling Company ;"

the capital stock of the company was one hundred
thousand dollars, and the object of its formation was
" to prosecute the whale and other fisheries in the

Atlantic and Pacific Oceans." The company owned
four ships, called the " Atlantic," " Hamilton," " Har-

vest," and " Stieglitz."

When the news was received that one of the whale-

ships was outside great crowds of people used to as-

semble at the water's edge, usually at Stephen Haw-
ley's lumber-yard, where the docks of the Housatonic

Railroad Company now are, to welcome the mariners

home from their long voyage. The boat's crew would

bend to their oars until it seemed as if they would
snap them, and the final pull as the boat neared the

wharf would make it almost leap from the water.

Then a great shout of joy would go up as the adven-

turers landed, and each would be surrounded with a

throng of friends and relatives eager to bid him wel-

come. These vessels made quite a number of voyages

with varying success, but, upon the whole, the busi-

ness was not profitable, and after a few years it was

discontinued. The late Deacon Sherwood Sterling

was the last secretary of the company.

THE RAILROAD EPOCH.

Bridgeport, from its geographical position, is the

natural depot for the products of the valleys of the

Housatonic and the Naugatuck, and it was in order

to secure the trade of Litchfield County that the New-

town turnpike was chartered, in 1801. Efforts were

made from time to time, however, to divert this trade

from Bridgeport to other ports, such as Black Rock

and Norwalk. New roads were opened for this pur-

pose, and in 1827 a company was chartered by the

Legislature with power to build a canal from the Hous-

atonic River at New Milford to tide-water at Sauga-

tuck Harbor. The desire to counteract such plans

was one reason why the people of Bridgeport were

inclined to take an active interest in the project of a

railroad running northward to the Massachusetts line

when that measure was first proposed.

Others may have originally suggested the idea of

such a railroad, but to the late Alfred Bishop belongs

the credit of first taking steps to carry it into practi-

cal effect, and to him, as the author of its complete

system of railway communication, Bridgeport is cer-

tainly much indebted, and owes no small degree of its

present prosperity.

Mr. Bishop was born in Stamford, Conn., Dec. 21,

1798, but in early manhood removed to New Jersey,

where he engaged in farming. Upon his farm he

made numerous personal experiments with pickaxe,

shovel, and wheelbarrow, obtaining in this way exact

estimates of the cost of moving masses of earth to a

distance, which he afterwards turned to good account

in his business as a railroad contractor. Before leav-

ing New Jersey he had already become known as the

builder of the Morris Canal and the bridge over the

Raritan at New Brunswick. In 1836, Mr. Bishoj) re-

moved to Bridgeport, where he built the residence

upon Golden Hill Street until recently occupied by
his widow. His connection with the Housatonic, New
York and New Haven, and the Naugatuck Railroads

is related elsewhere. Had his life been spared, it was
his intention to present to Bridgeport a tract of land

in the centre of the city for a public park, but on the

11th of June, 1849, at the comparatively early age of

fifty-one years, he died, at Saratoga, whither he had
gone for much-needed rest.

At the funeral, which Avas on June 13th, his pastor,

Rev. Dr. Hewit, preached the sermon, and the Com-
mon Council, which had previously passed resolutions

of respect, attended in a body.

Mr. Bishop left a large estate to his family, and in

his will, besides an annuity to the Rev. Dr. Hewit,
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was a legacy of eight thousand dollars to the American
!

Bible Society, and another of five thousand dollars
j

to the Ladies' Charitable Society of this city, the in-
[

come of which is still applied to benevolent purposes.

In March, 1836, a little gathering of gentlemen met
in the parlors of the old Sterling Hotel, to discuss the

need of a railroad from Bridgeport to the northern

line of the State. Eventually, they thought, this road

would not only bring to Bridgeport the trade of the

Housatonic valley, but would be extended from its

southern terminus to New York, and thus become the

great medium of freight and passenger communica-

tion between that city and Albany during the winter

season, when the Hudson Eiver was closed by ice.

Eailroads were then in their infancy, it being but

seven years since the first locomotive in the country

was imported, and but two years since the Boston and

Albany—the pioneer road of New England—was

opened for travel, but Mr. Bishop succeeded in infus-

ing some of his own enthusiasm into the gentlemen

present, and before the meeting adjourned a petition

for the proposed road had been signed by nearly all

of them. Two months later Enoch Foote, William

Peet, W. C. Sterling, and their successors, were incor-

porated by the Legislature of Connecticut under the

name of "The Housatonic Eailroad Company," with

authority to build a road from Shefiield, Mass., to

Brookfield, Conn., and from thence to tide-water at

Bridgeport, or such other point as might be deemed

expedient.

In order to aid the undertaking, the city of Bridge-

port, at a meeting held March 2, 1837, A'oted to sub-

scribe for stock of the new company to the amount of

one hundred thousand dollars, and individuals resid-

ing in other towns upon the rftute subscribed for two

hundred thousand dollars more.

Ex-Governor Gideon Tomlinson acted for a time

as i^resident of the company, but at the first regular

election, April 5, 1837, the following persons were

chosen officers of the road : William P. Burrall,

President; William H. Noble, Secretary; Jesse Ster-

ling, Treasurer; William P. Burrall, Edwin Porter,

Samuel Simons, Stephen Lounsbury, Charles De
Forest, of Bridgeport, Anan Hine, Asa Pickett, of

New Milford, Alpheus Fuller, of Kent, and Peter

Bierce, of Cornwall, Directors.

Mr. Horace Nichols subsequently became treasurer

of the road, and held the position until his resigna-

tion, in 1848. A contract was made by the board of

directors with Messrs. Bishop and Sykes to build the

entire road for the sum of $936,000,— viz., cash,

$636,000, and stock of the company at par, $300,000.

Work was commenced in July, 1837, about three

hundred men being employed by the contractors.

Owing to the panic of 1837, which caused nearly

all the banks and moneyed institutions of the country

to suspend specie payments, subscriptions for stock

were not received as rapidly as had been anticipated,

and the progress of the road was delayed.

In February, 1840, the southern division of the

road—viz., from Bridgeport to New Milford—was
completed and opened for travel. The cost up
to that time had been, for the road proper, $476,000;

for cars, engines, depots, tanks, etc., $99,000
;
total,

$575,000.

The remaining portion of the road was opened Dec.

1, 1842. Much annoyance was caused by the original

track, which consisted of an iron strap fastened upon
wooden sills by spikes, which often became loose,

when the weight of passing trains caused it to curl

up into " snake-heads." In 1846 it was replaced by
iron rails of the present pattern.

March 25, 1838, the city of Bridgeport voted to con-

firm the previous subscription of one hundred thou-

sand dollars, and authorized an additional one of

fifty thousand dollars, and Messrs. Henry Dutton, F.

C. Bassett, and Lockwood De Forest were appointed

agents for the city to raise the necessary funds by
issuing coupon bonds. These bonds were paid to the

railroad company in lieu of cash, and by the company
were disposed of to other parties.

At the May session in 1888 the Legislature by a

special act validated the action of the city of Bridge-

port, referred to above, in subscribing for the stock

of the Housatonic Railroad Company, and in issuing

bonds in payment for the stock. This act of the

General Assembly was approved at a city meeting

held for the purpose, but no provision was made for

the payment of the bonds or of the coupons as they

fell due.

The action of the majority was viewed with alarm

by many of the leading tax-payers, who in January,

1839, appointed a " Council of Safety" to advise as

to what measures should be taken in regard to these

bonds. This council was composed of thirteen mem-
bers, Philo Hurd being chairman and Isaac Sherman
secretary. Eminent counsel were also retained by the

city, and an effort was made to secure the services of

Daniel Webster, but Mr. Webster was obliged to de-

cline the case on account of other engagements. No
active effort seems to have been made by any one to

repudiate the debt, but a very general desire was man-

ifested that some competent tribunal should decide

to what extent the private property of citizens in the

minority could be taken to satisfy a debt created by

the vote of a majority, many of whom were not tax-

payers.

In June, 1843, the railroad company obtained judg-

ment against the city in the Superior Court, and, an

appeal to the Supreme Court of Errors having been

decided in favor of the plaintiff", an execution on this

judgment was issued and placed in the hands of

Deputy Sheriff Smith, of Norwalk, to be by him

levied and collected. This officer then first demanded

payment of the amount from the mayor, clerk, and

treasurer of the city in turn, and then, payment not

having been made, called upon them to exhibit goods,

chattels, or lands belonging to the debtors,—viz., the
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Mayor, Common Council, and freemen of the city,

—

which they were either unable or unwilling to do.

The deputy sheriff then, acting under legal advice,

broke open the dry goods store of Bronson B. Beards-

ley and the wholesale grocery of Niles, Thorp & Co.,

and, seizing a quantity of goods from the former, sold

them at the post. Mr. Beardsley brought an action

against the deputy sheriff for taking his property un-

lawfully, but in June, 1844, the case was decided

against him. It was then carried to the Supreme

Court of the State, where the decision in favor of the

defendant was affirmed. Judge Church, in giving the

opinion, using the following language :

" The city of Bridgeport, with great deliberation

and unanimity, and under sanction of the General

Assembly, has contracted a debt. The securities is-

sued by the city have been purchased by bona-fide

holders, with its assent, and upon the faith of the

city and the laws. No funds, either by taxation or

otherwise, have been provided for payment. A right

without a remedy is not an admitted principle. We
know of no other practical remedy but the one to

which this plaintiff lias resorted."

This was a very important decision, as the question

at issue—viz., the liability of private property for

the debts of a municipality—had never before been

adjudicated. Once definitely settled, however, im-

mediate steps were taken for the payment of overdue

interest and legal expenses, and a tax of seven and a

half per cent, upon the entire property of the city

Avas laid and collected.

In 1856 a sinking fund of fifty thousand dollars—

this being the sum derived from the sale of the stock

owned by the city—was established by Mayor Cal-

houn, which, by careful management, has increased

from year to year, until the greater part of the rail-

road debt of the city has already been paid off, and

for the balance, due in 1886, full provision is already

made.

The Housatonic Eailroad, which had largely been

built with borrowed capital, was much crijjpled.

In 1844 it passed into the hands of a committee of

twenty citizens, and for some time was operated under

the name of E. Gregory & Co.- Preferred stock to a

large amount was finally issued, and a reorganization

of the company effected.

Judging from the last report of the railroad com-

missioners, however, this road is now in a prosperous

state. At the beginning of the year 1880 it had 74

miles of track, extending from Bridgeport to Sheffield,

Mas-., besides several branches and leased lines. Its

capital stock is $2,000,000,—viz., $820,000 old stock,

and $1,180,000 preferred. Its bonded debt is $550,000,

and its floating indebtedness $228,038.73
;
total, $778,-

038.73. It has 20 locomotives, 32 passenger- and bag-

gage-cars and 440 freight-cars, 420 employees, and 20

stations. It carried last year 252,740 passengers and

225,037 tons of freight, and its revenue from all

sources was $599,660.09.

The railroad commissioners, in concluding tlieir

report, say of this road,

—

i

" Steel rails have been laid as far north as Merwina-

ville, and it is proposed to continue the steel track

during the present year to the State line. The

bridges, track, and rolling-stock of this road are all

in good condition. The usual dividend of eight per

cent, has been paid to the preferred stockholders."

The following are the officers of the company:

[

William H. Barnum, President; David S. Draper,

Vice-President; Charles K. Averill, Secretary and

Treasurer; Henry C. Coggswell, General Freight

Agent; Hobart W. Watson, Chief Clerk; L. B. Still-

son, Superintendent ; William H. Barnum, of Lime

liock, Conn. ; Samuel Will'ets, of New York ; Horace

Nichols, William D. Bishop, of Bridgeport; George

W. Peet, of Falls Village ; Edward Leavitt, John B.

Peck, of New York ; D. S. Draper, of Great Barring-

ton; A. B. Mygatt, of New Milford, Directors.

In the year 1844 an act of incorporation was ob-

tained from the Legislature of Connecticut by Joseph

E. Sheffield, of New Haven, Anson G. Phelps, of

i New York, and others, giving them permission to

lay out and build a railroad, not exceeding six rods

in width, from New Haven to the western boundary

of the State, and to transport persons and property

upon it by the power of steam or any other mechan-

ical force, by animals, or "by any combination of

these which said company may choose." May 11,

1846, the Legislature of the State of New York
granted the same persons permission to extend their

proposed railroad from the Connecticut line to con-

nect with the Harlem road at Williams Bridge, N. Y.

The first stockholders' meeting was held at New
York City, May 19, 1846, when the following board

of directors was elected : Robert Schuyler, Anson G.

Phelps, Elihu Townsend, Morris Ketchum, of the

city of New York
;
Henry J. Sanford, of Stamford

;

William P. Burrall, Stephen Tomlinson, of Bridge-

port
;
Joseph E. Sheffield, of New Haven ; F. R.

Griffin, of Guilfoi'd. At a subsequent meeting of the

directors Robert Schuyler was chosen president and

William P. Burrall secretary.

Preliminary surveys having been made by Alex-

ander C. Twining, on the 27th of October, 1846. a

contract was made with Messrs. Alfred Bishop and

Sidney G. Miller to build the road from the depot of

the Hartford and New Haven Railroad, in the city

of New Haven, to Williams Bridge. The contract

included the cost of obtaining a right of way of not

less than four rods wide, and of building upon .it a

single-track railroad with four miles of turnouts, also

the grounds and buildings for eleven depots, sumlry

water-stations, and numerous culverts. It also called

for substantial bridges over the various streams crossed,

including the Housatonic, Pequounock, Saugatuck,

and Norwalk Rivers, and the marsh at West Haven.

Work was to be commenced by the fii-st day of De-
i cember, 1846, and was to be completed by Aug. 1,
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1848. The contract price was two and a quarter mil-

lions of dollars, payable partly in cash and partly in

the company's stock, as follows,—viz.

:

Cash, in installments, as work is completed $1,350,000
9000 shares of stock at par 900,000

Total $2,250,000

The contractors were also each to receive a free pass

for the term of their natural lives.

As usual in works of this magnitude, there was a

slight delay in its completion. Trains commenced
running from Bridgeport to Fairfield Sept. 2, 1848,

but, though finished from New Haven to Westport in

October, 1848, it was not until Jan. 1, 1849, that the

road was fully open for travel over its entire length.

The original fare, if the writer's information is cor-

rect, was from New Haven to New York, one dollar

and fifty cents ; from Bridgeport to New York, one

dollar.

The capital stock of the road was originally two

and a half millions of dollars, divided into twenty-

five thousand shares, and at the completion of the

road was owned as follows :

New York 15,374 shares.

Boston 4,600 "

Connecticut 5,026 "

Total 25,000
"

As already noted, Messrs. Stephen Tomlinson and
William P. Burrall, of this city, were stockholders

and members of the first board of directors. So many
Bridgeport gentlemen have been connected with this

road that some additional particulars respecting it,

though not in strictly chronological order, may prop-

erly find a place here.

In May, 1851, an additional track was laid, and the

capital stock was increased to three million dollars.

Two severe disasters have occurred in its history,—the

first the terrible accident and loss of life at Norwalk
bridge. May 6, 1853, and the second the fraudulent

overissue of stock by its first president, Robert Schuy-

ler, which came to light in July, 1854,—but, with

these exceptions, it has had a career of almost un-

broken prosperity. Much of this success is due to

the ability of Hon. William D. Bishop, of Bridgeport,

who was its efficient president from May 17, 1867, to

March 1, 1879, when ill health compelled him to re-

sign. He is still, however, a member of the board of

directors. Hon. Nathaniel Wheeler has also been a

director from May 19, 1870, to the present time. Mr.

John T. Moody and Mr. William H. Stevenson, of

this place, are also connected with the road,—the

former as assistant superintendent and the latter as

superintendent of the Shore Line division.

In the summer of 1872 the New York and New
Haven road was consolidated with the Hartford and

New Haven Railroad, and in June of the following

year the work of equipping it throughout was com-

pleted. The consolidated road now leases the Boston

and New York Air Line, paying that company six

per cent, of the earnings of the main line. It has

also leased the Shore Line since 1870 for an annual
rental of one hundred thousand dollars. The dis-

tance from Springfield, Mass., to Harlem Junction is

one hundred and twenty-three miles, but the total

length of main lines and branches is two hundred and
twenty-two miles.

The capital stock of the consolidated road is

$15,500,000, and the total debt only $428,978.48.

There are 1683 stockholders, and the earnings from
all sources in 1879 were $3,997,892.96. About fifteen

passenger-trains traverse the road in each direction

daily. There are 57 stations, 84 locomotives, 1740

cars, and during the past year 3,587,899 passengers

and 1,209,630 tons of freight were transported. The
usual dividend paid to the stockholders is ten per

cent.

The idea of a railroad through the Naugatuck val-

ley, terminating at Bridgeport, is also due to Alfred

Bishop. This road was chartered in 1845, the follow-

ing persons being the incorporators : Timothy Dwight,

of New Haven ; Philo Hurd, of Bridgeport ; Green
Kendrick, of Waterbury; Alfred B. Brittain, of

Bridgeport ; Thomas Burlock, of Derby
;
George L.

Schuyler, of New York; William P. Burrall, of

Bridgeport.

At the organization of the first board of directors,

Feb. 18, 1848, Timothy Dwight was chosen president,

Ira Sherman secretary, and Horace Nichols treasurer

of the company. Messrs. Dwight and Sherman both

died many years ago, but Mr. Nichols still retains his

post. The recently published history of Derby, Conn.,

makes the following brief reference to this veteran

officer

:

" When the Naugatuck road was started Mr. Nich-

ols was elected treasurer, and has continued therein

—

a faithful, honorable, prompt, and energetic officer

—

until the present time. He is unostentatious, scarcely

allowing a notice of himself to be made in print,

constant in his attention to business, and therefore

greatly successful, and merits and receives the esteem

of all with whom he is associated."

The original intention was to build only from

Bridgeport to Waterbury, but the capital stock was

afterwards increased from eight hundred thousand

dollars to one million two hundred thousand dollars,

and the road was extended to Winsted, Mr. Alfred

Bishop being the Contractor. He did not live to see

the work entirely completed, but died in June, 1849,

while the road was not finished until September 24th

of the same year. Since the opening of the road vil-

lages upon the line have grown into thriving and

prosperous cities, manufactures known the world over

have been established, and the value of real estate has

been increased fivefold.

The Naugatuck enjoys the reputation of being one

of the best-managed roads in the country. It has

neither floating nor bonded debt, pays all bills

monthly, and its stock is in demand as a sound,

dividend-paying investment.
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The present officers are: E. F. Bishop, President;

Horace Nichols, Treasurer; James Potter, Chief

Clerk; George W. Beach, Superintendent; Samuel

AVilmot, Auditor. The directors are W. D. Bishop,

E. Tpmlinson, E. F. Bishop, Bridgeport; J. G. Wet-

more, Winsted; A. L. Dennis, Newark, N. J.; H.

Bronson, J. B. Robertson, New Haven ; R. M. Bas-

sett, Derby ; F. J. Kingsbury, Waterbury.

The Naugatuck now leases and operates the New
Haven and Derby road, paying the latter twenty per

cent, of the gross earnings of both corporations, the

contract to be readjusted every five years. Its length,

from Winsted to its junction with the consolidated

road, near the Housatonic River, is 56j miles. Its

capital stock is $2,000,000,—held by 432 persons, re-

siding in every quarter of the world except South

America,—and its total debt does not exceed $30,000,

while its earnings from all sources in the year 1879

were $516,594.14. This road has 19 stations, 254 em-

ployees, 11 locomotives, and 310 cars, and transported

in the above year 261,469 passengers and 199,845 tons

of freight.

The railroad commissioners of the State, in their

last aTinual report, say of it,

—

"Steel rails have taken the place of the original

iron the whole length of the road, and the track is

kept in good surface and alignment. The passenger-

cars have, during the past year, been equipped with

the Miller platform and the Westinghouse automatic

brake. The usual dividend of ten per cent, has been

paid to the stockholders."

The decade between 1850 and 1860 was one of great

prosperity for Bridgeport, and during this period it

first began to assume the appearance of a city. In

1853 the Bridgeport Water Company was formed, and
in 1854 and 1855 water-mains were laid through the

principal streets by Nathaniel Greene and his asso-

ciates. The Bridgeport Gas-Light Company was
chartered in 1849, and commenced business in De-
cember, 1851. In June, 1850, the Bridgeport Library

was incorporated. About the same time the Farmers'

(now the First National), the Bridgeport City, and the

Pequonnock Banks were chartered, several churches

were dedicated, and two new bridges opened between

the city proper and East Bridgeport. The newly-

completed railroads brought much business to the

place, and many new residents were attracted hither.

Manufacturing, except for home consumption, was
yet in its infancy, but the old-established houses of

Lyon & Calhoun, afterwards Lacey, Meeker & Co.,

manufacturers of saddlery and harness, and of Tom-
linson. Wood & Co., now Hincks & Johnson, carriage-

builders, gave employment to many workmen and
turned out an excellent class of work for exj^ort.

East Bridgeport now began to attract attention as

an excellent site for building and for manufactories.

The following paragraphs relating to its rapid growth

are slightly abridged from the "Autobiography" of

Hon. P. T. Barnum

:

" In 1851 I purchased from Mr. William H. Noble

the undivided half of his late father's homestead,

consisting of fifty acres of land lying on the east side

of the river, oj)posite the city of Bridgeport. We in-

tended thin as the nucleus of a new city, which we
concluded could soon be built up, in consequence of

many natural advantages that it possesses. Before

giving publicity to our plans, however, we purchased

one hundred and seventy-four acres contiguous U)

that which we already owned, and laid out the entire

property in regular streets and lined them with trees,

reserving a beautiful grove of six or eight acres, which

we inclosed and converted into a public park. We
then commenced selling alternate lots at the same

price which the land cost us by the acre. Our sales

were always made on the condition that a suitable

dwelling-house, store, or manufactory should be

erected upon the land within one year from the date

of purchase ; that every building should be placed at

a certain distance from the street in a style of archi-

tecture approved by us ; that the grounds should he

inclosed with acceptable fences and kept clean and

neat ; with other conditions which would render the

locality a desirable one for respectable residents. A
new foot-bridge was built, connecting this place with

the city of Bridgeport, and a public toll-bridge which

belonged to us was thrown open to the public free.

We also put up a fine covered drawbridge, between

the two bridges already existing, at a cost of sixteen

thousand dollars, which we also made free to the pub-

lic for several years. We built and leased to a Union

Company of young coach-makers a large and elegant

coach-manufactory, which was the beginning of the

extensive manufactories subsequently built in East

Bridgeport."

The sagacious policy of Messrs. Barnum and Noble

laid the foundation of the prosperity of East Bridge-

port, but it was not until the Wheeler & Wilson Manu-
facturing Company removed here that its remarkable

growth really commenced. Since that time many
other large manufactories have been located here,

—

notably the Howe Sewing-Machine Company, in

1863 ; the Union Metallic Cartridge Company, in

1865 ; the Frary Cutlery Company, Messrs. Glover,

Sanford & Sons ; the Bridgeport Brass Company ; the

Farist Steel Company ; the Monumental Bronze Com-
pany ; J. A. House ; and not a few smaller concerns.

All these have in a greater or less degree contributed

to the prosperity of the place.

The same is true of such establishments upon the

west side of the river as the Eaton Cole & Burnham
Company, the Furniture-Manufacturing Company,
the Burlock Manufacturing Company, Thompson,
Langdon & Co., the Spring Perch Company, Hincks

& Johnson, the Read Carpet Company, the R. Tom-
linson Spring Company, Ives, Blakeslee & Co., the

Pacific Iron-Works, the John S. Way Company,
Bridgeport Patent-Leather Company, Warner Broth-

ers, Bridgeport Malleable Iron Company, Hotchkiss



100 HISTORY OP FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

Sons, Parrott Varnish Company, Bridgeport Spring

Company, J. B. Secor, Smith & Egge Company, Wheel
and Wood-Bending Company, White Manufacturing

Company, Bridgeport Organ Company, Lee Arms
Company, Fray & Pigg, American Belt, Tin, and

Tube Company, Ornamental Wood Company, Bridge-

port Coach-Lace Company, Bridgeport Elastic Web
Company, Belknap Manufacturing Company, W. F.

Swords, Bridgeport Paper-Box Company, Bridgeport

Silver Company, H. D. Gates & Company, ^tna
Spring and Axle Company, the Pequonnock Paper

Company, J. S. Follansbee, Giles and Clancey, Coul-

ter & McKenzie, and a multitude of others.

It is much to be regretted that the limits of the

present sketch do hot admit of an extended account
j

of each one of them. The Wheeler & Wilson Com-
i

pany, however, has been so long and so intimately
|

connected with Bridgeport, and has given employ-

ment to so large a number of the population, that no

history of the city, even though a brief one, can be

written without containing some account of it.

This company removed to Bridgeport in 18-56, but,

in order to gain a clear idea of its history, it is neces-

sary to go back to 1849, the year when Allen B. Wil-

son first invented his sewing-machine. Nathaniel

Wheeler, who was born in Watertown, Conn., in 1820,

was then carrying on the manufacture of light metallic

goods in his native place. Happening to be in New
York upon business, he went to see the new sewing-

machine, which was then on exhibition in a room in

the old Sun building, and was attracting considerable

attention. Mr. Wheeler quickly recognized the merits

of the invention, and at once entered into a contract

to build five hundred of the machines at his factory

in Watertown, Mr. Wilson agreeing to remove to that

place and superintend their manufacture.

Further improvements having been made in the

machine, an apijlication for a patent was filed, and
the document was issued Aug. 12, 1851. Messrs.

Wheeler and Wilson now entered into copartnership

with Alauson Warren and George P. Woodruff, of

Watertown, under the firm-name of Wheeler, Wilson

& Co., and began the manufacture of machines under

the patent. Several hundred had been sold, and Mr.

Wheeler had succeeded in introducing them into the

extensive shirt-factories at Troy, N. Y., and New
Haven, Conn., and had established depots for their

sale in Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, when,

for the better prosecution of the business, the firm

was dissolved, and the Wheeler & Wilson Manufac-

turing Company was organized in October, 1853, with

a capital of one hundred and sixty thousand dollars,

one hundred thousand of this sum representing the

patent-right, and the remainder standing for tools,

machinery, and working capital already employed in

the business.

The first president of the company was Alanson

Warren, and the first secretary and treasurer George

P. Woodruff, while among the original incorporators I

and stockholders was George Mallory, then of Water-

town, but for many years past a resident of this city.

Mr. Wheeler was elected president of the company
July 18, 1855.

In the spring of 1866, the business having greatly

increased, it was decided to remove to East Bridge-

port, where the works of the Jerome Clock Company
had been purchased. Since that time its history

has been identified with that of Bridgeport. The
original clock-factory has been greatly enlarged and

new buildings erected, so that the establishment is at

present one of the most extensive and complete in the

country.

At the present time the principal buildings consist

of the main factory, for metal-working, assembling,

testing, etc., occupying one complete square, 368

by 307 feet, under one roof ; a wood-working factory,

covering a second square, 526 by 219 feet; a foun-

dry and needle-factory upon a third, 368 by 232

feet ; the works altogether covering over seven acres

of ground.

Only a few rooms and the more interesting opera-

tions can be mentioned here. The main machinery-

room is that in which the principal mechanical work

is performed in the production of the metal parts of

the sewing-machines. This fireproof room is L-

shaped, 300 feet in length, 210 feet in width in one

part and 100 feet in the other. Power is distributed

from four main lines of shafting, which have not per-

ceptibly deviated from correct adjustment since they

were firs't placed in position, thirteen years ago. In

this room are no less than 1003 separate machines for

special mechanical operations, many of them seem-

ingly possessed of such intelligence and skill as to

direct and control their own movements, and only

needing consciousness to rise to the plane of the skilled

mechanic.

To show how far division of labor is carried, it may
be mentioned that the well-known rotary hook under-

goes one hundred and twenty-eight distinct operations,

a glass-presser thirty-two, and a hemmer seventy.

The number of driving-belts which meet the view

in this one room is, by actual count, 1676, of the total

length of 89,510 feet, or but 90 feet less than 72 miles.

This is exclusive of short feed-belts, etc., of which

there are probably as many more.

Passing through a tunnel under the street, we reach

the buildings in which are the foundry and the needle-

factory. Of the former it need only be said that for

convenience and perfection of all appointments it is

not surpassed.

As the sewing-machine proper is useless without

the needle, the latter is, of course, an article of prime

importance. No department of these works is more

interesting than the mechanical processes of convert-

ing steel wire into perfectly finished needles. The

distinct operations in the making of each needle now
number thirty-three, having been recently reduced

from fifty-two by improved machinery.
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The wood-working or cabinet department of this

company is under a sejiarate organization, styled the

Sewing-Machine Cabinet Company. The main build-

ings of this department are two in number, each 526

feet ill length. Here is made all the fnrniture for the

machines, from a plain table-top to the most elaborate

and exi^ensive full case or cabinet. The raw material,

brought from Arkansas and elsewhere, is cut to dimen-

sions in tlie company's saw-mill, and afterwards worked

up into the desired forms. The excellent finish of the

cabinet-work is obtained by the use of the wood-filling

invented by Mr. Wheeler, and patented Jan. 18, 1876.

The invention is said to be one of great value, not only

for sewing-machine work, but for all kinds of wood-

work where a superior finish is desired.

The present number of employees in all depart-

ments of the factory is about 1200, and the aggregate

sum paid out to employees of the company in the

city of Bridgeport up to the present time is not less

tlian $14,000,000. Most of the workmen are of a su-

perior class.

The following table, recently compiled for the

United States Census Bureau, exhibits their nation-

alities :

Numlier boru in the United States 802
" " Canada 4
" " Ireland 197
" " Germany 101

" England 49
" " Scotland 5
" " other Enropean countries 34

Total 1192

The merits of the Wheeler & Wilson machine have

been recognized at the different World's Fairs. Awards
were made to the original machine at London, in 1862,

and at Paris, in 1867, and to the improved No. 6 and

No. 7, for sewing leather and heavy cloth, at Vienna
in 1873, and at Philadelphia in 1876, while the only

grand gold medal and grand prize diploma issued to

sewing-machines at the Paris Exposition of 1878 was

awarded to the Wheeler & Wilson sewing-machine as

excelling for general use any of its eighty competitors.

As. already stated, the original capital of the com-

pany was $160,000, but an increase to $600,000 was
authorized by the Legislature in 1864, and a further

increase to $1,000,000 in 1866. At this amount it still

nominally remains, though the assets are much larger,

and the stock sells for several times its par value.

The present officers and representatives of the

company are : Nathaniel Wheeler, President ; Wil-

liam H. Perry, Secretary and Treasurer; Frederick

Hurd, President Sewing-Machine Cabinet Company

;

Isaac Holden, General Correspondent and Superin-

tendent of Agencies. The directors are N. Wheeler,

William H. Perry, of Bridgeport ; S. M. Buckingham,
James Elton, of Waterbury ; T. A. Warren, of New
Haven ; N. Shipman, of Hartford ; C. B. Erwin, of

New Britain.

Mr. Wheeler has now been president of this great

manufacturing establishment for more than a quarter

of a century. He has represented Bridgeport in the

Legislature for several terms, and was one of the cf>m-

missioners for l)uilding the new State Caj>itol at Hart-

ford. He has rendered valuable service to i5ridgej>ort

by the discharge of many public trusts, and is at the

present time a director of the Public Library, of Moun-

tain Grove Cemetery Association, and a member of the

school board and many other institutions. He has

always been a warm friend to the cause of education,

and to his influence is largely duo the decision of the

town to erect a new high-school building upon Golden

Hill, which will be a credit to the city.

The organization of the perfect system which pre-

vails throughout these works requires excellent busi-

ness talent, and reflects great credit upon Mr. William

H. Perry, who has been connected with the comjjany

almost since its organization. He was elected secre-

tary Sept. 5, 1855, and secretary and treasurer July

16, 1856, which office, with that of superintendent, he

still holds. Mr. Perry has also rendered im]jortant

services to Bridgeport for a number of years past as

one of the board of park commissioners, and the city

is much indebted to him for the present excellent

condition of the public pleasure-grounds.

BEIDGEPORT DURING THE REBELLION.

No adequate account of the part taken by Bridge-

port in the war of the Rebellion can be comijressed

into the limits of a sketch like the present. Only a

few leading incidents can be given here, but jjerhaps

upon the foundation now laid some future historian

may build a better edifice.

The surrender of Fort Sumter was on Sunday,

April 14, 1861. On Monday, the loth, President

Lincoln issued his proclamation calling for seventy-

five thousand men. On the following day. Governor

Buckingham called for one regiment of three mouths'

volunteers, and two days later for a second regiment.

I

Thursday, April 18tli, sixteen car-loads of Massacliu-

I setts volunteers passed through Bridgeport en route

for Baltimore, followed on Friday morning by twenty

car-loads more, and on Sunday by still another detach-

ment. These troops were welcomed by a great crowd

at the depot, and in firing a salute to them, April

lyth, Leopold Schmidt, a member of the German
rifle company of this city, was killed, and a comrade

of the same company was wounded,—the first Con-

necticut soldiers to fall. The same day the banks

voted to loan to the Governor the sum of one hundred

thousand dollars.

Saturday evening, April 20th, there was a great

war-meeting, presided over by Hon. D. H. Sterling,

mayor of the city. The " Star-Spanglod Banner" was

sung by the assembly, and great enthusiasm prevailed.

Some idea of the spirit of the meeting may be obtained

from the i-esolutions which were introduced by Hon.

Amos S. Treat. It was unanimously voted that the

photographs and the autographs of every member of

j

the companies now being raised should be jireserved in

1 the town archives, that ten thousand dollai-s should
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be raised for the families of the volunteers, and that

when they left for the seat of war the whole popula-

tion of the place should escort them to the depot.

Of the ten thousand dollars voted, seven thousand

were subscribed before the meeting closed.

To Capt. (afterwards Col.) Richard Fitzgibbons and

to Capt. (afterwards Col.) John Speidel belongs the

honor of being the first in the field. Their commands,

subsequently designated as Company H, First Con-

necticut Volunteers, and Rifle Company B, of the

same regiment, escorted by the Wheeler & Wilson

Band and a great procession, marched to the depot

and took the cars on Tuesday, April 22d, followed, a

few days later, by Company D, Third Regiment, under

command of Capt. (afterwards Lieut.-Col.) Frederick

H. Frye. Maj. Henry M. Hoyt, now the publisher

of the Morning News, was first lieutenant of Capt.

Fitzgibbons' company. Two hundred overcoats, two

hundred shirts, and a beautiful flag were presented to

the volunteers by the ladies of Bridgeport, who had

toiled incessantly to make them since the proclama-

tion was issued.

On Saturday, April 26th, a town-meeting was held,

Joseph Thompson acting as moderator, at which it

was voted that the town should borrow thirteen thou-

sand dollars,—the sum of ten thousand dollars to be

expended for the families of volunteers, and three

thousand dollars in raising and equipping additional

troops. Thanks were voted to the volunteers already

enrolled, and to the patriotic women of the place.

Hon. D. H. Sterling was authorized to negotiate the

loan, and a committee of seven was chosen to dis-

burse it.

After this there was a lull in the excitement until

July 12th, when the news of the battle of Bull Run
was received. Early in August, the time of the three

months' volunteers having expired, they returned

home, and were met with a hearty welcome.

August 24th a picnic of the returned volunteers

was held in Hough's Grove. The same day a peace-

meeting at Stepney was broken up by a party from

Bridgeport, and in the evening the ofiice of the Farmer

newspaper was destroyed.

During the fall of 1861 seven companies, to serve

for three years, were recruited wholly or in part in

Bridgeport,—viz., Company D, First Connecticut

Cavalry, Capt. L. N. Middlebrook
;
Company H,

Sixth Connecticut Volunteers, Capt. Henry Biebel,

and Company I of the same command, Capt. Thomas
Boudren

;
Company I, of the Seventh Connecticut

Volunteers, Capt. Sylvester H. Gray
;
Company A,

of the Eighth Connecticut Volunteers, Lieut. H. M.
Hoyt

;
Companies D and I, of the Ninth Connecticut

Volunteers, commanded by Capts. Thomas Coats and
Elliott M. Curtis, respectively. Among the field-

officers commissioned by the Governor during the same
period were Maj. John Speidel, of the Sixth, Lieut.-

Col. Richard Fitzgibbon and Maj. Frederick H.
Frye, of the Ninth, Regiments.

Several Bridgeport firms also were busy at this time

filling government orders for war-material. Gun-
carriages and caissons were built by Frederick Wood
& Co. ; harnesses in great numbers were turned out

by Calhoun, Lacey & Co. ; while the Pacific Iron-

works were busy in manufacturing steam-engines for

the " Kanawha" and other gunboats.

The reverses of the Union army under Gen. Mc-
Clellan in the early summer of 1862 only quickened

the patriotic spirit of the loyal people of Bridgeport.

Thursday evening, July 19, 1862, a great war-meet-

ing was held, which filled both Franklin and Wash-
ington Halls. Mayor Sterling and Hon. Russell

Tomlinson were the presiding officers, and among the

speakers were Governor Buckingham, Hon. William

D. Bishop, Elias Howe, Jr., the inventor of the sew-

ing-machine, and others. Twenty thousand dollars

was subscribed before the meeting closed, to be ex-

pended in carrying on the war ; and when Mr. Howe
announced that he had himself volunteered as a pri-

vate soldier, the enthusiasm was very great, and nu-

merous young men came forward and signed the roll.

During the next few days enlisting went on rapidly,

owing in good degree to the efforts of Private Howe,

who went about the streets with drum and fife pick-

ing up recruits for the Seventeenth, the new Fairfield

County regiment. The ranks of the Seventeenth

quickly filled up, and in August, 1862, it went into

encampment at Camp Aiken, the present site of Sea-

side Park. During its stay here Rev. A. R. Thompson,

of the South Congregational Church, acted as chap-

lain, and collections were taken up in the churches to

provide the regiment with a chapel-tent and a library.

August 29th a patriotic meeting was held on the green

east of the court-house, attended by the Seventeenth

in a body, and addressed by Messrs. Barnum, Bishop,

Rev. Dr. Hewit, Father Lenihan, and others, and on

Sunday, September 7th, divine service was conducted

in the same place, and a sermon appropriate to the

occasion was preached by Rev. J. M. Willey, rector

of St. John's Church, who had served as chaplain

with one of the three months' regiments.

Aug. 25, 1862, the Fourteenth Regiment, one thou-

sand and fifteen strong, and containing a company

from Bridgeport, marched through the streets of Hart-

ford under command of Col. Dwight Morris, of this

city, and embarked for the seat of war. Eight days

later the Seventeenth, whose field-officers were Col.

(afterward Gen.) William H. Noble and Lieut.-Col.

Charles Walter, also left for Washington. It con-

tained two full companies from Bridgeport,—D and

G,—commanded by Capts. William H. Lacey and

James E. Dunham. Most of the members of Com-

pany K were also from this place.

The Second Connecticut Light Battery, Capt. John

W. Sterling commander, was also recruited almost

entirely from Bridgeport, and received marching

orders for Washington, Oct. 15, 1862.

During the month of November three additional
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companies recruited in Bridgeport, under the call for

nine months' volunteers, left the State for service in

the Department of the Gulf. These were : Company
D, Twenty-third Connecticut Volunteers, Capt. C. W.
Hall

;
Company I, Twenty-third Connecticut Volun-

teers, Capt. William H. May ; and Company K,

Twenty-fourth Connecticut Volunteers, Lieut. E. N.

Goodwin. Lieut.-Col. C. W. Wordin was also com-

missioned as one of the field-officers of the Twenty-

third Regiment.

On the 6th of October, 1862, occurred an event

unprecedented in the annals of Bridgeport,—viz., a

municipal election with but one ticket in the field.

Hon. D. H. Sterling was re-elected mayor and a

Common Council composed of members of both

political parties was chosen without opposition, the

whole number of votes cast being but three hundred

and sixty-seven.

Mention ought to have been made sooner of the

organized work of the loyal women of Bridgeport.

The Ladies' Relief Society was formed Aug. 1, 1861,

and from that time forward until the close of the war
met every Wednesday for work. Mrs. Woolsey G.

Sterling was president until her removal from the

city, when her place was filled by Mrs. Daniel

Thatcher. The other officers of the society were

Miss Lydia R. Ward secretary, and Miss Sarah Jane
Hawley treasurer. The cash receipts of the society

from its organization to its final meeting, in July,

1865, were $3814.36. Large quantities of supplies

were also contributed, chiefly by Bridgeport, but also

from fifteen other towns. The main work of the

society was in preparing and forwarding hospital

garments and stores, co-operating in this good work
with the Sanitary Commission ; but boxes of provi-

sions, and packages of mittens, stockings, etc., were

also forwarded to most of the Connecticut regiments.

The average attendance of ladies at the weekly gath-

erings was about thirty, but over one hundred were

sometimes present. The following extract from the

final report of the secretary, Miss Lydia R. Ward, is

worthy of special notice :

"Voted to place the balance remaining in the

hands of the treasurer ($375.74) in trust for the

benefit of the destitute children of soldiers, in the

hope that as early as September a plan may be de-

vised, which may be adopted by the citizens of

Bridgeport, to found a home for these and other des-

titute children."

The first meeting of the Soldiers' Aid Society was
held July 19, 1862, when the following officers were
elected: Mrs. D. H. Sterling, President; Mrs. Mon-
son Hawley, Vice-President; Mrs. L. H. Norton,
Secretary ; Mrs. William E. Seeley, Treasurer. The
membership of this society was very large, and its

work correspondingly important. During the first

six months of its existence its cash receipts were over

two thousand five hundred dollars (this amount having
been raised by a paper circulated by Messrs. D. H.

Sterling and Henry R. Parrott), and twenty-two Vioxes

had been sent to regiments. In December, IHG.'i, it

issued an appeal to the people of the State for fresh

vegetables for the soldiers, which was liberally re-

sponded to, and several thousand barrels and boxes

were received and duly forwarded, Mr. Henry R.

Parrott, at that time agent of the Adams Express

Company, having charge of the shipment.

The League of Loyal Women of Bridgeport was

another organization, begun in April, 1863. Mrs. S.

S. Clapp was president and Miss E. B. Whiting sec-

retary, and one hundred and twenty-nine ladies signed

the constitution, which- pledged them to wear the

Union colors and to "give-the preference in trade to

those known to be truly loyal."

In the summer of 1863 drafting was begun in

Bridgeport to fill the quota of this and other places

under the repeated calls of President Lincoln, the

headquarters for the Fourth District being at the

corner of Main and State Streets, over the Pequon-

nock Bank. The draft had not progressed very far

when it became so unpopular that it was suspended,

and from that time forward to the end of the war

recruits were obtained only through the substitute-

broker. Enormous bounties were oflered, but, as a

rule, the value of the recruit was about in inverse

proportion to the amount of the bounty paid. Some

few of the substitutes were honorable men and did

good service, but the great majority were from the

slums of New York City, and deserted upon the first

opportunity. The whole history of the substitute

business reflects but little credit upon the people of

Connecticut, and it was putting a grievous insult upon

the volunteers who were fighting the battles of the

country at the front to send out such men for their

comrades and companions, though it must be admitted

that a great many never reached the front, but de-

serted en route.

Upon the 10th of April, 1865, there was a grand

illumination in Bridgeport in honor of the fall of

Richmond and of Petersburg, and the surrender of

Lee's army. Five days later news was received of

President Lincoln's assassination. A meeting of citi-

zens was immediately called, and a committee of

thirty was appointed to make arrangements for public

funeral exercises. The Common Council met, and

passed appropriate resolutions. Mayor Morford issued

his proclanuvtion, and on Wednesday, April 19th,

which was the appointed day, all business was sus-

pended, places of amusement were closed, the bells of

all the churches were tolled, and the citizens assem-

bled in their respective places of public worship,

which were draped in mourning, and participated in

memorial services in honor of the martyred President.

One of the earliest of the three years' regiments to

return was the Fourteenth, which had participated in

all the leading engagements of the Army of the Po-

tomac from Antietam to Appomatox, and, after wit-

nessing the surrender of Lee's army and marching in
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triumph through Richmond at the head of the Second
1

Army Corps, had participated in the grand review at

Washington. June 3, 1865, the surviving members of

the command, numbering two hundred and thirty-

four, reached Hartford, and a week later the small

detachment from Bridgeport was received at the

depot and marched to the Sterling House, where a col-

lation and many kind words of welcome awaited them.

Friday afternoon, Aug. 4, 1865, a grand reception

was given to Companies D, G, and K, of the Seven-

teenth, which arrived from New Haven upon a special

train provided by Elias Howe, Jr. Some five thou-

sand people turned out to meet them ; there was a

procession through the principal streets ; houses were

gayly decorated with bunting, and at Franklin Hall

there were stirring addresses and music by the glee

club. Other companies and detachments were wel-

comed as they successively returned, though, coming

later, their reception was not so demonstrative as was

that of the companies belonging to the Seventeenth.

The number of soldiers enlisting from Bridgeport

who are known to have been killed in battle, to have

died of disease, or to have been starved to death in

rebel prisons during the war is one hundred and sev-

enty. Adding to this the number missing in action

who were never after heard from, or who died from

the effects of wounds received or from disease con-

tracted in camj) shortly after their return, the aggre-

gate loss will doubtless exceed two hundred and

fifty. Among them were such men as Lieut.-Col.
[

Walter, of the Seventeenth, who was killed at Chan- !

cellorsville
;
Maj. Wilson Hubbell, of the Sixty-second !

New York, who fell at Cold Harbor ; and Frederick

H. Thomijson, who died while serving uj^on the steam-

ship "New London."

Special mention ought to be made here of eight

young men,—the oldest can hardly have been more
than twenty-one at enlistment,—all of them either

schoolmates or members of the same literary soci-

ety, the old Pliilomathean, whose early death it is

almost impossible to deplore, so bright an example of

Christian patriotism have they left to all who come
after them. These were Walter Fitch, adjutant of

the Sixth Connecticut Volunteers, who received his

death-wound in the night attack upon Fort Wagner,

while standing upon the parapet cheering on his men
;

Ord.-Sergt. Albion Brooks, of the Eighth Connec-

ticut Volunteers, who did not live to enter the Chris-

tian ministry, as he had purposed, but fell in the

charge at Cold Harbor ; First Lieut. Franklin Bart-

lett, only seventeen years of age when he enlisted,

who was killed at Hatcher's Run, near Petersburg

;

Capt. William H. Hawley, of the Fourteenth Con-

necticut Volunteers, well termed " a heroic Christian

soldier," who, after passing almost unscathed through

twenty-five engagements, received a bullet in the brain

while defending the captured Weldon Railroad
;
Adjt.

Henry Chatfield, of the Seventeenth Connecticut Vol-

unteers, who, refusing to surrender, was shot down by

a party of guerrillas in Florida
;
Corp. Henry T. Win-

slow, member of a Massachusetts regiment, who fell

a victim to the deadly malarial fever of the South

;

and First Lieut. Richard Ross Crawford, of the

Seventh U. S. Infantry, a Virginian by birth, and a

Democrat by education, but who remained true to

the Old Flag and fell bravely fighting in its defense

at Gettysburg, as did also Corp. Alvah Wilcox, of the

Seventeenth Connecticut Volunteers, who had some-

times been Crawford's opponent in political debate,

but who fought under the same banner and has his

name inscribed upon the same monument.

SOLDIERS' MONUMENT.

Very soon after the close of the war it was decided

by the ladies of the Soldiers' Aid Society that a mon-
ument should be erected to perpetuate the memory of

our deceased soldiers. The funds at their command
were small, but they were carefully invested, and from

time to time were increased by fairs, a promenade con-

cert, and other entertainments, until they reached

quite a respectable sum. The corner-stone was laid

at Seaside Park, Aug. 29, 1866, with appropriate cere-

monies, the Governor and his staff, Maj. -Gen. Terry,

and a large audience, made up of militia, firemen,

veterans, civic societies, and citizens generally, being

present.

At a town-meeting held June 10, 1873, the sum of

eighteen thousand nine hundred dollars was voted by

the town for the monument, and William H. Mallory,

Henry A. House, and J. D. Alvord were appointed a

committee to superintend its construction. The ladies

of the Soldiers' Monument Association were also re-

quested to co-operate in the work. The whole cost of

the monument, including plans and specifications, was

twenty-eight thousand nine hundred dollars, of which

ten thousand dollars was contributed by the ladies'

association.

Aug. 17, 1876, was the day set for the dedication

exercises. Military organizations and guests from

abroad were ijresent in large miimbers, and the pro-

cession, which was under command of Chief Marshal

William E. Disbrow, of the Nineteenth ' Connecticut

Volunteers, was perhaps the most imposing ever seen

in Bridgeport. A violent rain-storm interrupted the

exercises at the park and compelled an adjoui-nment

to the opera-house, where addresses were made by

Hon. D. H. Sterling, Rev. Dr. A. R. Thompson, Maj.

W. H. Mallory, ex-Governor Hawley, Gen. W. H.

Noble, and others. The design of the monument,

which is the work of W. H.'Mosmah, of Chicopee, is

generally much admired, and its location, overlooking

the bright panorama of Long Island Sound, is cer-

tainly unequaled.

The ladies of the monument association still keep

up their organization for the purpose of seeing that

the monument and its surroundings are kept in

proper order, and hold pleasant 'reiliiions in August

of each year. -

'
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SEASIDE PARK.

Public attention was first drawn to the capabilities

of our water front, by the encampment of the Seven-

teenth Regiment upon the shore in the summer of

1862, and the experiments of Gen. Gillmore with the

Ames gun in the same locality two years later. In

October, 1863, an article in the Standard urged the

necessity for one or more public parks, and Sept. 9,

1864, another article in the same journal recom-

mended the purchase of the ground now occupied

by Seaside Park, describing it in the following graphic

terms

:

"A beautiful undulating piece of land, free from

rocks, skirted for a good part of the way on the north

by fine forest-trees, and bounded on the south for its

entire length by the sparkling waters of the Sound.

From this water-front, which is cool and pleasant

even in the hottest days, a picturesque and striking

view is obtained. On the left, as we stand facing the

water, is the city, with its tall spires and chimneys

pointing skyward from among the trees ; the harbor,

dotted with its sailing craft, and the wooded point,

with its cottages opposite ; on the right, the green

sloping shores of Black Rock, stretching far around

to the lighthouse. Far away to the south the hills

of Long Island loom up from the horizon in clear

weather, while in the foreground a constant jjanorama

meets the eye of white-sailed vessels passing up and

down the blue waters of the Sound."

Messrs. P. T. Barnum and James C. Loomis were

the first to move in the matter, and the former espe-

cially pushed it with his usual energy. Early in No-

vember, 1864, a survey of the land was made by E.

R. Lambert and George Beckwith, and a map hung

up in the post-office showing the area of the proposed

park to be about thirty-five acres, thirteen of which

were situated in the town of Bridgeport, and the re-

mainder within the territory since annexed, but at

that time a part of the town of Fairfield.

During the winter of 1864^65 the owners of the

land, Capts. John Brooks and Burr Knapj), and

Messrs. George Bailey and P. T. Barnum, agreed to

convey the land to the city free of charge on condi-

tion that it be used perpetually for a public park, and

the sum of two thousand seven hundred and twenty

dollars was contributed by some sixty individuals

and business finns, to purchase additional land. In

the following spring the matter was brought up in

the Common Council and referred to a committee

composed of Hon. Nathaniel Wheeler, Frederick

Hurd, and Eli Thompson, who reported favorably

;

and at a city-meeting, called in accordance with the

report of the committee, July 8, 1865, the Council

was authorized to accept the deeds of the land and

to appropriate a sum not exceeding ten thousand dol-

lars in grading and improvements. Aug. 14, 1865,

the Common Council formally accepted the deeds,

and appointed James C. Loomis, S. S. Clapp, and

Jacob Kiefer Commissioners of Seaside Pai'k.

Gen. Egbert E. Viele, of New York, was consulted

by the commissioners, and, acting upon his advice,

the sea-wall and drive-way were begun, and the pond

excavated and provided with an outlet. Plans were

afterward procured at his own expense by Hon. Na-

thaniel Wheeler from Messrs. Olmstead and Vaux,

the designers of Central Park, New York, which were

followed in laying out the grounds. Extensive addi-

tions have since been made by purchase, including

the beautiful grove on the north, so that the present

area of the park is more than double that of the first

survey.

It would be difficult to say too much in praise either

of the original idea of this beautiful pleasure-ground

or the manner in which it has-been carried out. In

addition to the natural attractions mentioned in the

article which has been quoted, the trees and shrub-

bery, the Soldiers' Monument, the trotting-j^ark, the

open-air concerts through the summer, and the facil-

ities for sea-bathing make it a place unequaled else-

where in New England, while numerous streets and
the horse-railroad afford easy access to all. What a

benefit the Seaside Park will be to Bridgeport when
another century has passed and the population of the

place has perhaps increased to a hundred thousand,

can hardly be estimated.

THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

The anniversary of our national independence, Julj'

4, 1876, was celebrated at the jiark so pleasantly, and

withal so sensibly, that the occasion seems worthy of

mention here.

John D. Candee, Esq., editor of the Standard, was
president of the day. Col. Samuel B. Sumner was
chief marshal, and the procession, though an excellent

one, was entirely from Bridgeport and its immediate

vicinity. The day was a perfect one, and those who
managed the affair had set up the platform and the

seats for spectators in the beautiful shady grove be-

longing to the park, and had not forgotten to provide

barrels of ice-water for the refreshment of those who
had marched in the procession.

The exercises were begun with prayer and the sing-

ing of Whittier's Centenuial Hymn,

—

" Our fathers' Goil ! from out whose hand
The centuries fall like grains of sand,

We meet to-ilay, united, free,

And loyal to our laud and Thee,

To thank Thee for the era done.

And trust Thee for the opening one."

After this the audience listened with exemplary

patience to the Declaration of Independence, to a

historical address descriptive of the place as it was
one hundred years ago, to a number of speeches,

humorous, eloquent, and prophetic, and to an original

poem, all the production of home talent. The whole

company present then united in singing "America,"—" My country 'tis of thee," etc.,—and, having been

dismissed with the benediction, retired to their homes,
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much wondering Avhat the exercises would he, and

wlio would conijjose the assemhly, when another cen-

tury should have rolled around, and the 4th of July,

1976, have dawned.

CHAPTEE XII.

BKIDGEPOET (Continued).

THE PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF BRIDGEPORT.

Alnislioiise—Banks—Board of Trade—Bridges—Casualties and Crimes

—

Cemeteries—Churches—Custom-House.

In the succeeding chapters the writer proposes to

give some account of the public institutions of Bridge-

port, together with a number of incidents which could

not conveniently be introduced into the preceding

narrative, yet which are too important to be wholly

passed over. Doubtless some of the statistics here

given will seem to readers of to-day wholly uninter-

esting; yet it should be remembered that matters

quite unimportant to one body of readers are often

esteemed valuable by another circle, and also that

many facts perfectly familiar to the public at the

present time will be by no means so to the succeeding

generation, unless put upon record in some such work
as this. For convenience of reference, the topics in

this chapter are arranged alphabetically.

ALMSHOUSE.

In the year 1865 the selectmen, having sold the

land and building in East Bridge^jort formerly occu-

pied by the town-poor for about twenty thousand

dollars, purchased a farm in the northeastern j^art of

the town and began the erection of another building.

The farm cost six thousand four hundred dollars and

contains forty acres, of which about twenty-five are

In good condition for tillage. The building is of brick,

L-shaped, three stories high, and cost about fifteen

thousand dollars. It stands upon the east side of

Asylum Street, a little north of Old Mill Green, and

has usually from fifty to sixty inmates. Besides these,

some two hundred others receive occasional assistance

attheir own homes. For the past ten or twelve years the

town has contracted with Mr. William H. Bunnell for

the relief of the poor, paying him a gross sum, which

is at present between thirteen and fourteen thousand

dollars per annum, together with the use of the farm

rent free. Mr. Bunnell is well spoken of by all who
have dealings with him, and 'is believed to discharge

the duties of his position with humanity. No stated

religious services are held at the poorhouse.

BANKS.

At the present time there are five national banks

in Bridgeport, whose aggregate capital and surplus

is over a million and a half of dollars, and four sav-

ings banks, whose united assets exceed six millions.

One of these institutions, which has reached a very

respectable—not to say venerable—age, is the old

Bridgeport Bank, which was incorporated soon after

the establishment of the borough, when there were
but five other banks in the State, and has now entered

its seventy-fifth year without showing any marks of

decrepitude. Did space permit, it would be pleasant

to speak at length of many of the gentlemen who
have been prominent in banking circles here, but

only a few can now be referred to, and that in the

briefest manner.

Dr. Isaac Bronson, of Greenfield Hill, the first

president of the Bridgeport Bank, was a man of

mark in his day. He had served in the Revolution

as assistant surgeon of Connecticut troops, and after

the war had been engaged in banking, both in Phila-

delphia and in New York, before coming to Bridge-

port. He was a successful financier, though some of

his rules might how be thought a little arbitrary. One
of these was never to discount pa2:)er having more than

sixty days to run, and another never to renew a note.

Daniel Thatcher, president of the Connecticut Bank
for fifteen years prior to 1848, Sherman Hartwell,

president of the Bi'idgeport from 1849 to 1869, and

Sherwood Sterling, president of the City for a num-

ber of years prior to 1869, were all excellent men and

stood high in jjublic estimation. George Sterling

also, who died in 1871, had been for twenty-eight

years treasurer of the Bridgeport Savings Bank, and

was respected and loved by all who knew him. Men-
tion may also be made of P. C. Calhoun, who has

found a wider field for his abilities than Bridgeport

affords, and has been for a number of years j^ast the

president of the Fourth National Bank of the city of

New York.

The Bridgeport Bank Was incorporated October,

1806, on petition of John S. Cannon, Salmon Hub-
bell, Lambert Lockwood, and Isaac Hinman, and

began business May 21, 1807, in a house no longer

standing, upon the west side of Water Street, near

State Street. The building now owned and occupied

by the bank, on the corner of Main and Bank Streets,

was erected in 1810, and was esteemed at that time a

great ornament to the place. In 1865, in common
with all the other banks of discount in the city, the

Bridgeport became a national bank.

This bank has had seven presidents,—viz., Isaac

Bronson, term of service, eighteen years; John S.

Cannon, seven years ; Ebenezer Jessup, five years

;

Sylvanus Sterling, eleven years ; Hanford Lyon, one

year; Sherman Hartwell, twenty years; and Monson

Hawley, eleven years.

The capital of the Bridgeport National Bank is now

$215,850, and its surplus $80,000. Ofiicers of the in-

stitution at the present time are : President, Monson

Hawley
;
cashier, F. N. Benham

;
directors, T. B. De

Forest, Monson Hawley, R. B. Lacey, Carlos Curtis,

D. M. Reed, John M. Wheeler, J. Bartram, T. B.

Bartram, and P. N. Fairchild.
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In May, 1831, Cyrus H. Beardslce, Dnnwl Sterling,

Enoch Foote, and others, petitioned the Le<^islature,

and received permission to estal)lish a new bank in

Bridgeport, to be called the Connecticut Bank, with

power to open a branch at Mill River, or Southi)ort,

in the town of Fairfield. As the custom was at that

time, the incorporators were required to pay a bonus

of $5000 for their charter, seven-tenths of which sum
went to Yale College, and the remainder to Wash-
ington College. The first officers of the Connecticut

Bank were Capt. Ezekiel Hubbell president, and

Charles Foote cashier, the latter for many years iden-

tified with the bank, both as cashier and as director.

For several years this institution was located on the

north corner of Wall and Water Streets, but after the

great fire of 1833 a lot was purchased upon the corner

of Main and Wall Streets, and the present edifice

erected.

The capital of this bank at the f)resent time is

$332,000, with a surplus of $100,000, and the officers

are as follows : President, Samuel W. Baldwin
;
cashier,

Henry B. Drew
;
directors, P. C. Calhoun, William

D. Bishop, Jarratt Morford, S. C. Trubee, Henry B.

Drew, S. W. Baldwin, William R. Higby, and Mar-

shall E. Morris.

The Farmers' Bank was chartered in 1849, with a

capital of $200,000, and was obliged to pay a bonus of

$5000 to the General Hosjiital Society of the State of

Connecticut. For many years it transacted business

upon the southwest corner of Main and State Streets,

but in February, 1871, removed to its present location,

at Main and Bank Streets, in the building of the

People's Savings Bank. The Farmers' Bank was the

first to avail itself of the National Banking Act, and

in March, 1864, its name was changed to " The First

National Bank of Bridgeport." It has been since its

organization as a national bank a depository for funds

of the United States government.

The capital of the bank now stands at $210,000,

with a surplus of $105,000, and following is a list of

its officers : President, Edmund S. Hawley
;
cashier,

William E. Seeley
;
directors, E. S. Hawley, Russell

Tomlinson, Horace Nichols, W. E. Seeley, Edward
Sterling, C. K. Averill, C. A. Grannis, S. S. Booth,

and H. L. Fairchild.

The Bridge2:)ort City Bank—now the City National

Bank—was organized Jan. 17, 1854, under the gen-

eral banking act of 1852, with a capital of $100,000,

which five years later was increased to $200,000. It

began business in the old post-ofiice building, on the

north side of Bank Street, thence removed to the

southwest corner of Wall and Water Streets, and in

1861 completed and occupied its spacious building,

Nos. 17 and 19 Wall Street. The cost of this building

was twenty-six thousand dollars. March 15, 1865,

this bank was reorganized under the National Banking-

Act, with a capital of $250,000.

The following gentlemen have served as presidents

of the institution: Adam P. Houston, S. F. Hurd, Ira

Sherman, Sherwood Sterling, George B. Waller, and

;

Daniel N. Morgan. Its capital stock is now $250,000,

i and its surplus $58,000. Hon. D. N. Morgan, mayor

of the city, is the jiresident, and J. F. Fayerwcather

cashier. The directors are George B. Waller, Elbert

E. Hubbell, S. M. Middlebrook, Nathaniel Wheeler,

George Mallory, E. G. Sanford, D. N. Morgan, D. B.

Booth, and Miles Beardsley.

The Pequonnock Bank was chartered in 1851, and

the sum paid for the privilege was four thousand dol-

lars, which was distributed in the following manner:

One thousand dollars to the Bridgeport Library, one

thousand five hundred dollars to the State treasury,

for the benefit of the insane poor, and the same

amount to the State Reform School. Its lirownstone

building, corner of Main and State Streets, was com-

1 pleted and its doors opened for business Nov. 10, 1851.

Following is a list of the presidents of this bank

:

P. T. Barnum, 1851 ; Charles B. Hubbell, 1855
;
Clapp

Spooner, 1860; Monson Hawley, 1865; Charles B.

Hotchkiss, 1869. William R. Higby was cashier from

the first organization until February, 1869, when he

was succeeded by I. B. Prindle.

March 18, 1865, the Pequonnock was reorganized

as a national bank. Its present capital is $200,000

;

surplus, $40,000. The officers are: President, Charles

B. Hotchkiss
;

cashier, Isaac B. Prindle
;

directors,

C. B. Hotchkiss, David Trubee, John Hurd, James
H. Moore, I. B. Prindle, William M. Terry, William

G. Lineburgh, J. L. Wessels, and Charles Nettleton.

The Bridgeport Savings Bank was chartered in May,
1842, and began business at a store on Water Street

in July of the same year. Of the twenty-two cor-

porate members mentioned in the charter, but four

are now living,—viz., Messrs. Gideon Thompson, "Wil-

liam H. Noble, Thomas Ranson, and Schuyler Seeley.

At the time when the charter was granted there were

but eight savings banks in the State, some of them
just organized, and none west of New Haven. In

1821 the bank was removed to No. 21 Wall Street,

and in 1850 to a building upon the site now occupied,

on the corner of Main and State Streets. The present

handsome banking-house was completed in 1878, and
cost about forty-four thousand dollars, or with the

lots, some fifty-eight thousand dollars.

The following gentlemen have been presidents of

the institution: Sherwood Sterling, 1842; Smith
Tweedy, 1843; Daniel O. Wheeler, 1850; Lemuel
Coleman, 1851; Sherwood Sterling, 1864; Hervey
Higby, 1870 ; E. S. Hawley, 1875. " On Oct. 1, 1879,

the last annual report of the bank commissioner

shows that the number of depositors Avas 7763, and
the total assets $3,288,451, of which amount about

two-thirds was invested in loans upon real estate.

The present officers of the institution are : President.

E. S. Hawley
;

vice-presidents, S. C. Trubee and
Luzon W. Clark

; treasurer, C. P. Porter ; trustees. S.

C. Trubee, W. R. Higby, A. E. Joy. C. Thompson.
P. Conrad, J. Bartram, F. B. Hawley, L. W. Clark,
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E. Birdsey, Edward Sterling, Dr. D. H. Nash, T. B.

De Forest, W. H. Perry, C. P. Porter.

The petition for a second savings bank in Bridge-

port was drawn by S. M. Middlebrook, and was signed

by such men as S. Hartwell, P. C. Calhoun, Hanford

Lyon, Russell Tomlinson, Horace Nichols, A. A.

Pettengill, John Brooks, and others, and a charter

was granted for the institution in May, 1859. Mr. S.

M. Middlebrook was the first treasurer of the insti-

tution, and still holds the jjosition, which he accepted

nearly twenty years ago. The rooms of this savings

bank have always been adjoining those of the City

National Bank, at first upon the corner of Wall and

Water Streets, and since 1861 at Nos. 17 and 19 Wall

Street. The assets of the City Savings Bank, Oct. 1,

1879, were .$1,686,478, of which sum $916,883 was in-

vested in loans upon real estate. There were at the

same date 4294 depositors. Mr. Hanford Lyon, for

many years president of the institution, died Dec. 21,

1879. The following are the officers at the present

time : President, Ira Gregory
;
treasurer, S. M. Mid-

dlebrook; trustees,, Ira Gregory, D. F. Hollister, John

Brooks, G. P. Stockwell, F. W. Parrott, Courtland

Kelsey, C. K. Averill, Horace Nichols, J. Baylies, H.

S. Peck, Horace F. Hatch, Burr Curtis, L. W. Booth,

S. M. Middlebrook, George K. Birdsey, Levi B. Booth,

Nathan Birdsey, and Marcus C. Hawley.

In June, 1860, upon petition of Nathaniel Wheeler,

James C. Loomis, AVilliam H. Perry, Sherwood Ster-

ling, George B. Waller, Frederick Wood, Elbert E.

Hubbell, P. C. Calhoun, Ira Sherman, and others,

the Peojjle's Savings Bank was incorporated. Its

place of business was for some time upon the corner

of Main and State Streets, in the building of the

Pequonnock Bank. Its present handsome banking-

house was erected in 1870, and cost about forty-three

thousand dollars. The assets of the institution, Oct.

1, 1879, were $1,268,143, a little more than half of

which was invested in loans upon real estate, and the

number of depositors 2893. The officers are as fol-

lows : President, George B. Waller
;
treasurer, Egbert

Marsh
;
trustees, William E. Seeley, S. W. Baldwin,

S. S. Booth, E. W. Marsh, D. W. Kissam, E. E. Hub-
bell, B. Sanford, S. P. Glover, R. Tomlinson, C. B.

Hotchkiss, and Eli C. Smith.

The Mechanics' and Farmers' Savings Bank was

incorporated in 1871, and commenced business Oct. 1,

1873, in a building upon Washington Avenue, East

Bridgeport. Sept. 1, 1878, it was removed across the

river to the rooms beneath the Connecticut National

Bank, and April 1, 1880, to the premises now occu-

pied, 409 Main Street (Barnum Building). The
whole number of depositors, Sept. 1, 1880, was 730, and

the total assets same date, $142,838.09. The oflicers

of the institution were: President, William G. Line-

burgh; vice-presidents, George Lewis and Andrew
Burke

;
secretary and treasurer, Lyman S. Catlin

;

trustees, David Wooster, S. C. Kingman, I. W. Smith,

G. W. Peck, Carlos Curtis, R. B. Lacey, D. N. Mor-

gan, B. Soules, H. R. Parrott, L. B. Stillson, C. Morton,

D. B. Lockwood, G. W. Hayes, L. F. Curtis, George

Keeler, John L. Wessels, F. B. Hall, and Isaac B.

Prindle.
BOARD OF TRADE.

The Bridgeport Board of Trade was incorporated in

1876 " for the promotion of trade, the giving direction

and impetus to commercial and manufacturing enter-

prises, the encouragement of intercourse between

business-men, and for the general growth and pros-

perity of Bridgeport." Among the substantial results

already achieved may be mentioned the location here of

Messrs. Warner Brothers' and Thompson, Langdon &
Co.'s corset-factories, the Bridgeport Paper Box Com-
pany, the Frary Cutlery Company, the Sharps' Rifle

Company, and other manufacturing establishments.

A map of Bridgeport, with two columns of letter-

press upon the margin setting forth the merits of the

place as a site for manufacturing, has been published

and extensively circulated. Besides the monthly

meetings, annual banquets have also been held, at

which much eloquence has been displayed which the

world will not willingly let die.

The oflScers of the Board of Trade are as follows

:

President, David M. Read; vice-presidents, N.

Wheeler, P. T. Barnum
;

secretary, R. B. Lacey

;

treasurer, T. R. Cruttenden
;
directors, W. H. Noble,

B. Soules, J. Morford, H. R. Parrott, I. De V. Warner,

E. G. Burnham, and M. W. Seymour.

BRIDGES.

Bridgeport is not inappropriately named, as the

whole number of bridges, great and small, crossing

the Pequonnock River, Pembroke Lake, and the

various streams known as Ash Creek, Horse Tavern

Brook, Island Brook, and Rooster River, cannot be

less than twenty-five or thirty in number. Time does

not permit even an enumeration of them all, and only

those crossing the Pequonnock River will be men-

tioned, taking them in the order of their construction.

1. First in point of time comes the bridge crossing

the river upon the line of North Avenue, at the upper

end of Berkshire mill-pond. This bridge is of no

very ancient date, but its predecessor was built long

before the Revolutionary war.

2. The Lottery Bridge, which was erected in 1793,

extended from near the foot of Wall Street to Stratford

Avenue upon the east. Having become dilapidated

it fell over, and was replaced about the year 1807 by

the present Bridgeport or Lower Bridge, whose western

terminus is at the foot of Fairfield Avenue. Toll

continued to be collected at the Bridgeport Bridge

i

until the year 1868, when it was sold to the city for

about eighteen thousand dollars and made free for

public travel. The covered way for foot-passengers

was built in 1850.

3. The dam across the river just above the Berk-

j

shire Mill was constructed in the year 1783, but that

1 there was no bridge at that point for at least nine
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years afterwards is implied, though not expressly

stated, in an act passed by the Legislature in October,

1792. The present Berkshire Bridge, connecting

Washington Avenue and Berkshire Street, is, how-

ever, without doubt, either the second or the third

point at wliich the river was crossed.

4. In May, 1836, Willis Stillman, Birdsey G. Noble,

and others, were given permission by the Legislature

to build a drawbridge across the Pequonnock River

at a place called Indian Island, and to collect toll

from all persons crossing it except those going to

public worship, funerals, or town-meetings, or who
were upon military duty, all of whom were entitled to

pass free. The corporation was called the East Bridge-

port Bridge Company, and the bridge was the one now
connecting the two parts of East Washington Avenue.
It was finally purchased by the city for the sum of

four thousand dollars, and thrown open for public

travel Oct. 22, 1864. A sort of annex to this bridge

was constructed by the horse railroad company in

1865.

5. In the year 1848 the New York and New Haven
Railroad Company built a wooden bridge across the

river, which in 1869 was replaced by a more substan-

tial structure with double track and heavy iron draw,

extending from Golden Hill Street upon the west to

Crescent Avenue upon the east side.

In November, 1850, Abijah Burroughs, William A.

Peck, and others, having been chartered by the Legis-

lature under the name of the Crescent Foot-Bridge

Company, with capital stock of two thousand dollars,

opened a foot-bridge, built upon the foundation of the

railroad company, upon the south side of the track,

charging one cent toll. The present bridge for the

accommodation of foot-passengers, upon the northerly

side of the railroad track, was built by the city in

1869, and is free to all.

The next bridge built is no longer standing
;
having

become unfit for heavy travel it was taken down about

the year 1869. It was erected by Freeman B. Plumb,
William S. Knowlton, and their associates, who in the

year 1852 were authorized by the Legislature to con-

.struct a bridge from the foot of William Street, East

Bridgeport, to some point near Porter's Rocks, on the

western shore of the harbor, to collect toll from pas-

sengers, and to maintain a draw. This also was pur-

chased by the city and made free, Oct. 22, 1864, the

price paid being thirteen thousand two hundred and
fifty dollars. A salute of one hundred guns in honor

;

of the event was fired by enthusiastic persons in East
!

Bridgeport, who perhaps had building-lots to dis-

i
• pose of.

6. The present Centre Bridge is the only one which
can really be called a credit to the city. It extends

from the foot of Congress Street, on the western side

of the river, to the foot of William Street, in East
' Bridgeport, a distance of some eight hundred feet,

k For the greater part of this distance it has a clearI roadwav of thirtv feet, and sidewalks of six feet in I

width, while the draw, which measures two hundred

and ten feet, is the longest in New England. Tlie

cost of this bridge was, in round numbers, one hun-

dred thousand dollars, and it was completed and

opened for travel in Dcscembcr, 1870. Following is a

list of the special committee aj)point('d by tlie ('om-

nion Council for its construction : Williair] I). Bishoj»,

N. Wheeler, Eli Thompson, J. D. Alvord, Frederick

Hurd, Eli Dewhurst, and J. H. Sharjie.

CASUALTIES AND CIIIMES.

The great dam across the river, near the reservoir

in North Bridgeport, has several times given way,

causing disastrous inundations. These floods occurred

in 1836 and 1843, and also on Nov. 21, 1851. Uiton

this latter occasion not only was the bridge below

the factories and the Berkshire bridge and dam swept

away by the resistless tide, which damaged i)roi)erty

to the amount of seven thousand dollars, but a young

man named Peter Kinsella was drowned, while trying

to save ahorse from a barn in the track of the torrent.

The steamer " Lexington" was burned opposite this

harbor, though too far over towards the Long Island

shore for assistance to be rendered, Jan. 13, 1840. It

was a bitter night, and only four persons were saved,

while one hundred and twenty-two are known either

to have perished in the flames or to have sunk in the

icy waters of the Sound. The light from the burning

steamer was plainly visible here, and many people

collected upon the shore to gaze at it.

Although the number of trains is about seventy

daily, the list of railroad accidents in Bridgeport is a

surprisingly short one. It is safe to say that more

persons have been killed in this vicinity by runaway

horses than in traveling upon the cars. Yet painful

accidents have not been entirely escaped, and twice a

horrible disaster has barely been prevented. Oct. 12,

1852, a locomotive and four cars belonging to a Nau-

gatuck freight-train ran oft' the drawbridge. The
engineer escaped by jumping ; the fireman's leg was

broken, but he was able to swim ashore. Aug. 15,

1865, a collision took place in North Bridgeport be-

tween a Housatonic passenger-train which was back-

ing down and a locomotive upon its trial-trip, by

which eleven persons lost their lives and twenty-seven

others were injured. Engineer William Bristol was

also killed by a collision a short distance above "the

Parlor Rock picnic-ground, Aug. 30, 1880.

On June 20, 1867, the noon express-train out of

New York reached Bridgei)ort at half-past two, and

after the usual halt at the depot moved forward upon
the bridge at the rate of eighteen miles an hour,

neither the engineer nor the conductor noticing that

the red ball or safety-signal had been lowered, and
that the heavy iron draw, which had been opened to

admit the passage of a schooner, was still some twenty

feet out of place. The only hope for the safety of the

train was in the exertions of the bridge-tender, Dennis
Colgan, who, by putting forth every effort, succeeded
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in closing the gap just in time. Even then he was

obliged to run down the single track in face of the

advancing engine and shoot the bolt into its socket,

or, the bridge being crescent-shaped, the impact of

the train would have thrown the draw open again and

precipitated the engine and cars into the water below.

He was just in time to push the pin into its place and

then drop between the ties to the timbers beneath,

when the train thundered over his head. So close

was the locomotive that spectators on shore and upon

the adjoining foot-bridge, who had shouted for him to

keep back and not to sacrifice his own life in the vain

hope of saving others, all believed that he had been

killed ; and it was perhaps under this impression that

the engineer, on arriving at New Haven, left at once

his train and the company's employ without waiting

for the formality of a discharge. Two weeks after

this narrow escape the board of directors of the New
York and New Haven Railroad passed a preamble re-

citing the foregoing facts, and a resolution that as a

token of their appreciation of the heroism exhibited

by Dennis Colgan five shares of the company's stock

be transferred to him, and that a copy of the pre-

amble and resolution, signed by the president, be sent

to him, together with the certificate of stock.

Five years after this occurrence another disaster of

the same nature, and of even greater magnitude, was

just escaped at the same place. It was the afternoon

before Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 27, 1872, when a train

of fourteen passenger-cars from New York, being be-

hind time, after a brief stop at the Bridgeport depot,

ran upon the bridge, the draw being open at the time

to admit the passage of a lumber barge. From the

neighboring Centre Bridge, which was crowded with

carriages and pedestrians waiting for the draw on that

bridge to close, frantic efforts were made to attract the

attention of the engineer, but in vain ; and men turned

their backs that they might not see the fatal plunge

that seemed inevitable. The new drawbridge has a

double track and two sets of gearing, the one in ordi-

nary use requiring about twenty revolutions to close

the draw, the other, or fast gearing, taking only thir-

teen revolutions, but needing the strength of two men
to operate it. Using the latter, Colgan, by his utmost

exertions, just succeeded in closing the gap in time.

Almost breathless from the exertion, he ran down the

track to drive home the wedge which secures the draw,

but was too late, for the engine had already reached

the spot. There was no hesitation upon his part,

however. " Standing upon the side track," says an

eye-witness, " he planted his lever hard against the rail

and held the draw firmly in place while the train went

thundering by. Five seconds later in forming the

connection, or the slightest shrinking on the part of

the bridge-tender, and the train would have plunged

into the horrid chasm." One can hardly read such an

incident as this without thinking of Horatius at the

bridge, and that, too, not altogether to the advantage

of the brave old Roman.

It is pleasant to add that Dennis Colgan still re-

mains in the employ of the railroad company in whose
service he has been for over thirty years, and that he

has prospered financially, being at present the owner
of four double houses. Another point worthy of men-

,
tion is that no drawbridge upon the line is now allowed

' to be opened within ten minutes of the time for any

train.

In 1870 a man named Achille Zajotti was killed by

I

an exjjlosion of fulminate at the works of the Union
' Metallic Cartridge Company, in East Bridgeport. On

;

Sept. 18, 1880, a disastrous explosion of the same sub-

; stance occurred near the same locality, instantly killing

three men. Philander Clark, Michael Dempsey, and

Wilbur Fiershinger, and two boys, James Tobin and

Joseph Sullivan, and completely demolishing the small

!

building in which they were at work. The shock of

j

the explosion broke hundreds of panes of glass in the

vicinity, and was plainly felt for miles away. The
accident was probably caused by carelessness in allow-

ing the fulminate, in which the men were working, to

become dry, as, when moist, it is considered non-ex-

plosive. The manufacture of exploders, in which this

substance is used, has since been discontinued by the

cartridge company.

Bridgeport has always been a law-abiding city, and

its records are not stained by many great crimes. A
few cases, however, are sufiiciently horrible. In 1796

a youth named Shelton Edwards was murdered ; the

store, upon the corner of State and Water Streets, in

which he slept, plundered, and then set on fire to con-

ceal the crime. The perpetrator was never discovered.

Another mysterious case occurred here on the even-

ing of June 3, 1872. Capt. George M. Colvocoresses,

a retired naval officer, was shot dead in a secluded

street near the steamboat-landing, whether by an as-

j

sassin or by his own hand was the subject of much

\

controversy at the time. Rewards of seven thousand

dollars for the arrest of the murderer and ten thou-

sand dollars for the recovery of the securities sup-

posed to have been stolen from the person of the vic-

tim were offered, but have never been claimed, though

detectives were busy for a long time investigating the

case. Capt. Colvocoresses had insurance policies upon

his life to the amount of nearly two hundred thousand

dollars, which the companies declined to pay upon the

ground that he had committed suicide. Suits were

brought by his executor to enforce payment, but a

compromise was finally eflPected.

One of the most cold-blooded murders ever perpe-

trated was brought to light here in September, 1878,

when a woman of bad character, named Alexander,

and one Bassett, the man with whom she, was living,

quarreled and accused one another of having murdered

Frank Weinbecker, a sailor, in the hope of realizing

a few dollars by selling his remains for dissection.

The body was packed into a barrel and carried to New
i Haven, to the Medical School. Failing to dispose of

i it there and fearing detection, the barrel, with its
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ghastly contents, was abandoned in a lonely i)lace

upon the way home, where it remained until discov-

ered in the manner already indicated. Both tlie

criminals are now serving out sentences of imprison-

ment for life in the State prison, at Wethersfiekl.

CEMETERIES.

The old Stratfield or Pequonnock burying-ground

upon North Avenue was used by the early settlers. It

contains six hundred and forty gravestones, the inscrip-

tions upon which have been copied, the earliest date

found being 1688.* Besides these are other rude stones

without any lettering, and not a few graves entirely

unmarked. Through the praiseworthy efforts of Mr.

E. B. Lacey, this ancient burying-place has recently

been greatly improved. The remains of three minis-

ters of the first church in this city—Charles Chaun-

cey, Samuel Cooke, and Robert Ross, whose united

pastorates covered the period of ninety-three years

—

repose here, and a monument to their joint memory,

either here or in Mountain Grove Cemetery, would

not be an inapjiropriate tribute.

Mountain Grove Cemetery contains some sev-

enty-five acres, beautifully situated near the western

boundary of the town, and partially encircled by the

meandering course of the pretty stream called Ash
Creek. AV'ithin its limits repose the mortal remains

of no less than five thousand seven hundred persons,

about three thousand two hundred of whom Avere

originally interred here, the remainder having been

removed from other grounds,—in particular from the

old Division Street or Park Avenue burying-ground

in 1873. Although including so many inhabitants,

this city of the dead is not an old cemetery, having

been incorporated as recently as 1849, and opened

with appropriate ceremonies June 7, 1850. The first

person buried within its limits was Caroline, infant

daughter of the late Dr. F. J. Judson, Aug. 1, 1850.

About eleven thousand dollars—the profits of a very

successful fair held in St. John's Hall in December,

1878—have recently been expended in grading and

beautifying the grounds. Russell Tomlinson is presi-

dent and William R. Higby is secretary of the associ-

ation. The directors are R. Tomlinson, AVilliam D.

Bishop, H. T. Shelton, William H. Perry, N. Wheeler,
]

W. R. Higby, E. Birdsey, D. M. Read, and Edward
Sterling.

Pembroke Cemetery is situated in East Bridge-

port, north of Old Mill Green, and bordering upon

Stillman's Pond. It was chartered October, 1811, and

originally contained but one acre of ground, to which

seventy-seven rods were added in 1844. From 1862
[

to 1872 the old ground, being full, was suffered to be-
'

come overgrown with underbrush, and burials in it

cea.sed. In 1872 the charter of the association Avas

* The writer is indebted to Mr. 0. P. Dexter, of New York, for a copy

of tliese inscriptions, and regrets that want of space prevents its publi-

cation with this article, as originally intended.

amcnd(!d, jjcrmission being given to jturchitse one

hundred acres of land, to s(?il tlie old ground, and U>

remove the dead to the new inciosure. Sixteen acres

of land were accordingly purchased in the above

locality. No record of burials previous to April,

1874, can be found. Burials since that date number

three hundred and seventy-one. The officers of the

association are: President, Ali Andrews; Secretary,

A. C. Parker
;
Treasurer, George B. Mallory.

Park Cemetery, in North Bridgeport, was organ-

ized in 1878. It is situated a short distance west of

Berkshire Mill-pond, and contains about forty-four

acres. Seventy-five interments have already been

made here. The officers of the cemetery are: Presi-

dent, B. T. Nichols
;
Secretary and Treasurer, Joseph

S. French ;
Superintendent, Edgar S. Nichols; Direc-

tors, B. T. Nichols, Curtis Thompson, J. A. Nichols,

E. S. Nichols, Joseph S. French.

There are also two Roman Catholic cemeteries,

—

one between Arctic and Shelton Streets, in East Bridge-

port, which fronts upon Pembroke Lake, and the other

upon that pleasantokl thoroughfare called Grove Street

(in early days Cooke's Lane), not far from the western

terminus of the horse-railroad.

Here are a few epitaphs copied from the old burying-

ground upon Park Avenue, incorporated in 1811, but

discontinued and the remains removed elsewhere in

1873

:

" Death is a debt to nature due,

Which I have paid, and so must you."

" In youthful bloom death cut me down,

There to await the trumpet's sound.

Repent, believe, wliile you have time,

For I was taken in my prime."

" And what is life? 'Tis but a flower

Tliat buds and blossoms for an hour,

But death comes like a wintry day,

And cuts the pretty flower away."

CHURCHES.

At the present time there are twenty-six churches

in Bridgeport, belonging to ten different denomina-

tions,—viz., Baptist, Congregational, Protestant Epis-

copal, Methodist Episcopal, Presbyterian, Roman
Catholic, Universalist, Christian, Advent, and He-

brew. Full particulars of the early history of the

oldest three—the First Congregational, St. John's

Episcopal, and the First Methodist—have already

been given. Mention of the others will follow, but

the space given to each will be unavoidably quite

limited.

The First Baptist Church was constituted Sept.

20, 1837, with thirty-nine ntembcrs. Tlie society had

been formed previously,—July 24, 1835,—and the sum
of three thous&nd dollars raised by subscription, which

was paid for the house of worship just vacated by St.

John's Episcopal Society,—a wooden building upon

the corner of State and Broad Streets. This sum was

collected through the efforts of Rev. James H. Linsley,

of Stratford. A regular minister was not obtained
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until 1838, when the Rev. Joseph W. Eaton, from

Boston, was settled. His successors in the ministry

here were: Rev. Daniel Harrington, 1840; Rev. Wil-

liam Smith, 1842; Rev. William Reid, 1846; Rev.

Dr. A. G. Palmer, 1854; Rev. J. L. Hodge, D.D.,

1857 ; Rev. A. M. Hopper, D.D., 1861 ; Rev. M. H.

Pogson, 1877.

The present house of worship, a substantial brick

structure costing seventeen thousand dollars, Avas built

upon the site of the former church in 1860. In 1878

it was repaired and a number of impi-ovements made,

at an exjiense of about one thousand three hundred

dollars. The number of communicants is now 325

;

membership of the Sunday-school, 283.

The East Washington Avenue Baptist

Church was organized Jan. 30, 1874, with forty-

seven members ; Rev. C. W. Ray was the first pastor.

The price paid for the church, which fronts upon
Washington Park, and originally belonged to the

Bethesda Mission Sunday-school, was ten thousand

dollars, and about three thousand five hundred dollars

additional was expended in repairs and improvements.

Rev. W. M. Ingersoll is now the pastor, and the

church has increased to 158 members, with a Sunday-

school of 175.

An account of the organization and early history of

the First Congregational Church has already

been given. The present church edifice, upon the

corner of Bank and Broad Streets, was completed and

dedicated April 11, 1850, and is the fourth that has

been occupied by the society. The chapel was built in

1858, cost eight thousand dollars, and has lately been

repaired and improved at an expense of two thousand

five hundred dollars. The communion service con-

tains some antique pieces of plate presented by early

members many years before the Revolution. The par-

sonage. No. 84 Golden Hill Street, was bequeathed to

the society by the late Mrs. Sylvanus Sterling.

Fifteen pastors have been settled over the church

during the one hundred and eighty-five years of its

existence, but only three of them are now living.

Rev. Charles Ray Palmer, the present pastor, was in-

stalled Sept. 11, 1872. A history of the church, pre-

pared by Mr. Palmer in 1876, was published, and con-

tains many interesting facts relating to the early set-

tlers of this place. The present number of communi-
cants is 348

;
membership of the Sunday-school, about

200. The church records contain the names of forty-

two persons belonging to this congregation who served

in the Union army during the Rebellion.

The Second (or South) Congregational
Church was organized Jan. 28, 1830, with one

hundred and seventeen members, who had been

dismissed for that purpose from the First Church.

Its first house of worship, a wooden building upon
the corner of Broad and Gilbert Streets,—the same

site now occupied,—was completed in November,

1830, and cost about five thousand dollars. Rev.

Nathaniel Hewit, D.D., the first pastor, was in-

stalled Dec. 1, 1830, and his ministry—a very suc-

cessful one—lasted for nearly twenty-three years.

His successors were : Rev. A. L. Brooks, 1854 ; Rev.

Benjamin L. Swan, 1856 ; Rev. Alexander R. Thomp-
son, 1859 ; Rev. Francis Lobdell, 1863 ; Rev. Daniel

Lord, 1865; Rev. Edwin Johnson, 1870; Rev. R. G.

S. McNeille, at present pastor, who was installed

Dec. 4, 1877. The present house of worship was

dedicated Jan. 20, 1862, and during the past year

both church and chapel have undergone extensive

alterations and imjarovements, costing upward of

eleven thousand dollars, and rendering them exceed-

ingly convenient and attractive in appearance.

This church furnished quite a number of the flower

of its young men for the Union army in the late

civil war. Among those who volunteered were Ed-

ward W. Marsh, William H. Hawley, Frederick B.

Hawley, Frederick B. Doten, Henry M. Hoyt, Eliot

Curtis, John Curtis, Frederick Curtis, James H.
Porter, Henry L. Sturges, John Ward, Alfred G.

MoUan, and Marcus Sterling.

The whole number of members enrolled upon the

register of this church is 1186 ; the present member-
ship is 434, and the Sunday-school numbers 350,

Eight young men have been sent into the ministry,

and over one hundred thousand dollars have been

contributed by its members for benevolent purposes.

March 18, 1880, the church celebrated the comple-

tion of its first half-century of existence by services

deejjly interesting to all who attended. A history of

the church, prepared by Mr. Edmund S. Hawley,

was read upon this occasion ; it is a document of

great value, and ought to be reprinted.

The Park Street Congregational Church
was organized Jan. 15, 1868, with thirty-nine mem-
bei's, twenty-five of whom were dismissed at one time

from the North Church for the purpose. Rev. John

G. Davenport was ordained July 1, 1868, and still

continues to be the pastor of this very successful

church. Until the summer of 1871 services were

held in Bethesda Mission Chapel, upon East Wash-
ington Avenue. The present church building, cor-

ner of Park and Barnum Streets, opposite Wash-
ington Park, was dedicated Oct. 17, 1871, and cost

about twenty-five thousand dollars. The member-

ship of the church is now 430, and its Sabbath-

school— one of the largest in the city—numbers

about 600,—certainly a very marked increase for the

short space of less than thirteen years.

Olivet Church.—About the year 1866 a mission

Sunday-school was begun by members of the First

Congregational Church and others in the northern

part of the city. The school met at first in the upper

story of No. 114 North Washington Avenue, after-

wards at Olivet Hall, upon the corner of Grand Street.

After some time the school developed into the church

now known as Olivet Congregational Church, which

was formally organized by a council convened for the

purpose, Nov. 16, 1870, and Dec. 14, 1870, the Rev.
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De Forest B. Dodge was ordained pastor. Oct. 11,

1871, Mr. Dodge resigned, and letters of dismission

were granted to forty-nine members of his former

flock, that they might join him in forming a new ec-

clesiastical body. His successors as the pastors of

Olivet Church have been : Rev. S. Hopkins Emory,

April, 1872 ; Rev. Allen Clark, September, 1874 ; Rev.

John S. Wilson, August, 1879. The building now
used by the society, upon the corner of Main Street

and North Avenue, was completed and occupied for

worship Dec. 24, 1876. It cost, including the ground

upon which it stands, about three thousand five hun-

dred dollars. The membership of the church at its

organization was 36 ; the present number of commu-
nicants is 104, with a Sunday-school of 170.

The Coxgregational Church of Black Rock
was gathered Sept. 11, 1849, twenty-four members
having been dismissed from the Fairfield Congrega-

tional Church for the purpose. On the same day the

house of worship erected by the society was dedi-

cated. It stands upon the corner of Church Street

and Bartram Avenue, and its cost was about three

thousand dollars. The first pastor, Rev. W. J. Jen-

nings, was ordained and installed April 9, 1850. His

successors have been : Rev. Marinus Willett, 1858

;

Rev. A. C. Baldwin, 1861 ; Rev. F. W. AVilliams,

1866 ; Rev. Howard W. Pope, at present pastor, Sept.
j

1, 1874. Present membership of the church, 82; of

the Sunday-school, 75.

Christ Church (Protestant Episcopal) was organ-

ized August, 1850, and at first worshiped in a frame

building on John Street, formerly occupied by the
^

First Congregational Church. The Rev. J. Howard
Smith, the first rector of Christ Church, was settled

in December, 1850. His successors in the parish have

been : Rev. William Preston, 1854-56 ; Rev. George

B. Thrall, 1856-59; Rev. Lucius W. Bancroft, D.D.,

1859-61; Rev. Henry M. Stuart, 1861-63; Rev. J.

Blake Falkner, 1863-70 ; Rev. J. J. Harrison, 1870

;

Rev. N. L. Briggs, 1871-75 ; Rev. Horatio N. Powers,

D.D., the present rector, November, 1875. The hand-

some brownstone edifice on Courtland Street occupied

by the congregation of this church since its erection

in 1852 cost about thirty-one thousand doUais. A
lecture-room was added in 1870 at an expense of nine

thousand dollars. The first wardens of the parish

were Charles Bostwick, senior warden, and Russell

Tomlinson, junior warden. Among the names of its

prominent members deceased are those of Charles

Bostwick, S. S. Clapp, S. B. Ferguson, Stephen Tom-
linson, Frederick Wood, I. H. Whiting, and Daniel

Hatch. Of the older members of the Vestry, Russell

Tomlinson, P. B. Segee, George Keeler, Luzon W.
Clark, W. H. Noble, S. B. Beardsley, S. Titus, C. B.

Hotchkiss, Clapp Spooner, and Benjamin Ray still

remain. Russell Tomlinson is the present senior

warden, and George C. Waldo junior warden. The
present number of communicants is 259, and the i

membership of the Sunday-school about 235. 1

The Church of the Nativity / Protestant Epis-

copal) was organized .lune 4, 1858. A mission Sun-

day-school and inission services had been maintained

at the woolen-mills for several years previous U> this

date, but the precise time of their commencement is

not known. Rev. G. S. Coit, D.D., was the first rec-

tor, and among those ])rominent in the enterjtrise at

the outset were Rev. E. F. Bishop, H. M. Sherman, Eli

Thompson, Josej)!! Richardson, Ira Gregory, John

Hurd, and William L. Hubbell. Dr. Coit's successor

was Rev. E. F. Bishop, who was followed by Rev.

Henry Darby, who is now rector, though Rev. E. F.

Bishop and Rev. Lewis W. Wells are at present ofl[ici-

ating. The church, a very picturesque stone building

upon Sylvan Avenue, North Bridgeport, was com-

pleted and occupied Jan. 15, 1859, and cost about ten

thousand dollars. The number of communicants is

about 50, and the Sunday-school (now being reorgan-

ized) has 65 members.

St. John's Church (Protestant Episcopal).—Par-

ticulars respecting the early history of this ancient

church have already been given. Rev. Philo Shelton

was rector from 1784 until 1824, when, after forty

years of continuous service, his resignation was ac-

cepted. His successors have beeia Rev. Henry R.

Judah, 1824; Rev. Gurdon S. Coit, D.D., 18.33; Rev.

J. M. Willey, December, 1861 ; Rev. Eaton W. Maxcy,

D.D., at present rector, June, 1867. The present

church edifice, at the corner of Park and Fairfield

Avenues, is the fourth that has been occupied by the

parish of St. John's. The corner-stone was laid by

Bishop Williams, Sept. 18, 1873, with appropriate

ceremonies, and the house was first occupied Easter

Day, March 28, 1875. The dimensions of the build-

ing are 120 by 57 feet, and it seats some seven hun-

dred persons. The cost, including the building-site,

but exclusive of the tower and lecture-room, which

are yet to be added, was one hundred and twenty-five

thousand dollars. The number of communicants is

now 265, and the membershii) of the Sunday-school

is 239.

Among the members of St. John's who entered the

Union army during the Rebellion were the Rev. Dr.

Coit, who resigned to accept a position as chaplain
;

Rev. J. M. Willey, chaplain of the Third Connecticut

(three months') Regiment; Major William L. Hub-
bell, Seventeenth Connecticut Volunteers

;
Adj. Wal-

ter Fitch, Sixth Connecticut Volunteers ; F. H.
Thompson, of the naval service ; and others.

Rev. Mr. AVilley, whose death occurred in April,

1866, is the only rector who has died while holding

the ofiice.

St. Paul's Church (Protestant Episcopal) wa.s

organized Juufe 4, 1858, at the house of William H.

Noble, on Stratford Avenue, and the Rev. G. S. Coit,

D.D., of St. John's Church, was chosen rector. The
Sunday-school at first met in the coal-office of D. W.
Thompson, near the east end of Centre Bridge, after-

wards in rooms over a store upon the corner of
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Crescent Avenue and East Main Street. Eev. N. S.

; Eichardson, D.D., was the first settled rector of St.

Paul's parish, his ministry here beginning January,

1868.

' The corner-stone of St. Paul's Church, a handsome
stone building upon Kossuth Street, fronting Wash-
ington Park, was laid by Bishop Williams, Oct. 6,

1868 ; the structure was dedicated and occupied for

worship July 29, 1869, but not consecrated until May
18, 1880. It cost about thirty thousand dollars.

Eev. Dr. Eichardson, in addition to parochial

duties, is now editor of the Church Guardian news-

paper of New York City, Rev. George S. Pine assist-

ing him in the care of the parish.

The communicants at St. Paul's number 296, and
the Sunday-school has 403 members.

Trinity Church (Protestant Episcopal) was or-

ganized June 1, 1863, and services were at first held

in a hall over the New York and New Haven Rail-

road Depot. The corner-stone of the church, which

is built of freestone, and stands at the corner of Broad

Street and Fairfield Avenue, was laid Nov. 2, 1863.

The first services were held in it July 3, 1864, and the

building was consecrated November 2d of the same

year. The cost of this church was ten thousand dol-

lars, or, including the lot and church furniture,

sixteen thousand dollars. The original number of

communicants was 57 ;
present number, 284 ; the

Sunday-school has 157 members. Eev. Sylvester

Clarke has been rector of this church from its organi-

zation until the i:iresent time.

Trinity Memorial Church, in West Stratford,

is also under the pastoral care of Eev. Mr. Clarke.

This is a mission of Trinity Church, Bridgeport, and

a memorial of the Eev. G. S. Coit, D.D. The first

services were held at the house of Silas Scofield, in

West Stratford, Sept. 20, 1871, and a Sunday-school

was begun four days later in tlie Newfield district

school-house. The corner-stone of the present chaj^el

was laid Nov. 29, 1871. First service, the Holy
Communion, Whitsunday, May 9, 1872, at seven A.M.

Cost of the chapel, including lot, etc., was six thou-

sand dollars. The present number of communicants

is 30
;
membership of Sunday-school, 70.

The First Methodist Episcopal Church.—
If this is the same religious body that was founded

by Eev. Jesse Lee, it is the oldest Methodist church

in New England, and its centennial anniversary,

which occurs in 1889, ought to be duly celebrated.

The late Isaac Sherman, however, in his historical

sketch, published in 1860, mentions Eev. Nathaniel

Euggles and Eev. John N. Maffitt as the " founders of

the first Methodist church in Bridgeport in 1802."

Before they had a meeting-house of their own the

miembers of this denomination used to gather for

worship in the wooden lilock which is still standing

upon the corner of Main and State Streets. The
church was built in 1822, upon the corner of Fairfield

Avenue and Broad Street, the site now occupied, and

was destroyed by fire March 23, 1849. Its successor,

the present brick structure, was completed and dedi-

cated in the latter part of the same year. Among
the many ministers who have been settled over this

church, one of the most successful was Eev. Heman
Bangs, who was stationed here in 1847 and 1848.

Eev. Charles E. Harris is now pastor. The number
of communicants is 370, and the Sunday-school has

845 members.

Washington Park Methodist Episcopal
Church was organized Sept. 12, 1853. The church

building, which stands upon the corner of Barnum
and Noble Streets, in East Bridgeport, was com-

pleted and occupied in the same year. Its original

cost was only four thousand dollars, but in 1867 it

was enlarged and improved at an expense of eleven

thousand dollars. The present value of the property

is about twenty thousand dollars. Eev. J. E. Searles,

who is now pastor, began his work here April 1, 1879.

There are 380 communicants, and the Sunday-school

—one of the largest in the city—has 585 teachers and

scholars.

The Tabernacle Methodist Episcopal Church
was founded in July, 1873. In March, 1874, the house

of worship, Avhich stands upon North Main Street, at

the foot of Frank Street, was completed, and in the

following month Eev. A. B. Sanford was appointed

pastor. His successors have been Eev. S. H. Smith,

Eev. David Osborne, and the Rev. Joseph R. Dumble,

the latter commencing his labors here in March, 1880.

The cost of the church building, including the lot,

was about four thousand five hundred dollars. The

church has ninety-five communicants and a Sunday-

school of one hundred and seventy-five members.

There are two African Methodist Episcopal chapels

upon Broad Street, a short distance north of Seaside

\

Park. The older (or Bethel) Church was built in 1835

;

the younger and larger, known as Zion Church, was

j

completed, as a tablet over the door informs the

passer by, in June, 1843. This tablet also formerly

contained an inscription from the Old Testament,

—

"The glory of the latter house shall exceed that of the

former,"—but the words are now erased. Rev. J. B.

Small is jjastor of Zion Church, which has eighty-two

members and a Sunday-school of seventy. Bethel

Church, with twenty-eight members and a Sunday-

school of twenty, is at present without a settled min-

ister.

The First Presbyterian Church was consti-

tuted Oct. 16, 1853, at which time eighty-two persons

entered into covenant and resolved to join the Presby-

tery of New York. The pastor. Rev. Dr. Hewit, and

a considerable number of the members had previously

been connected with the Second (or South) Congrega-

;

tional Church of this city. The first meeting for pub-

lic worship was held Oct. 9, 1853, in the upper room

of the brick school-house. No. 200 State Street, Dr.

Hewit preaching from the text "Jesus Christ, the

same yesterday, to-day, and forever." October 31st
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the church M'as admitted to the Preshytcry of New
York, and Feb. 1, 1854, the cliapel on Myrtle Avenue
was dedicated, having cost about three tliousand dol-

lars. The church adjoining, upon the corner of Myr-

tle Avenue and West Liberty Street, was dedicated

Aug. 8, 1855, and cost twenty-eight thousand dollars.

The lot upon which the church and chapel stood was

the gift of Capt. John Brooks and Capt. Burr Knapp.

In 1873 the chapel was taken down and a new one,

costing eleven thousand dollars, was erected at his

own expense by Capt. Brooks and presented to the

church. The expense of enlarging the church organ,

already one of the finest in New England, and of

putting a new roof upon the church, amounting to

about five thousand dollars, was also borne entirely

by Capt. Brooks.
^

These and other imjirovements were not quite com-

pleted, when on Wednesday evening, Dec. 9, 1874, both

church and chapel, with all their contents, were totally

destroyed by fire, probably occasioned by the careless

use of candles by a workman. The burning steejale,

two hundred and twenty-seven feet in height, was the

most njagnificent spectacle ever seen in Bridgeport.

The loss upon the buildings and their contents

amounted to seventy thousand dollars
;

insurance,

thirty-five thousand dollars. Eesolutions of condo-

lence and tenders of the use of their several edifices

were made by most of the other churches in Bridge-

port, but the church preferred to occupy the opera-

house, corner of State and Main Streets, for a season.

Owing to the liberality of Capt. Brooks and other

members of the society, rebuilding was promj^tly

commenced. The new church, which stands upon
the corner of State Street and Myrtle Avenue, cost,

including the chaj^el, organ, and furniture, about

ninety-four thousand dollars, and was dedicated Oct.

12, 1876.

In 1858, having reached the age of seventy. Dr.

Hewit resigned his office, but his resignation was not

accepted, and he continued to be pastor of the church

until his death, in February, 1867. Rev. H. G. Hins-

dale was settled Oct. 28, 1862, at first as colleague to

Dr. Hewit, and after his death as sole pastor. Mr.

Hinsdale resigned in 1877, and was succeeded, Feb.

14, 1878, by Rev. H. A. Davenport, who is at present

pastor of the church. The late Mrs. Mary Bishop

was one of the most liberal benefactors of this church,

having subscribed largely to build it, and also to

cancel the debt incurred in its erection. The church

records show the number of communicants to be 185,

and the membership of the Sunday-school 316.

The German Presbyterian Church, on State

Street, was first organized Oct. 1, 1860. Rev. A.

Schroeder was pastor from I860 to 1864. In 1868 the

church was reorganized. Rev. Casper Bruner was then

settled as pastor, and has continued to hold that office
j

until the present time. In the same year the society
j

purchased the church now occupied, on State Street,

nearly opposite Myrtle Avenue, ftir about eight thou-

sand dollars. 1'lie present membership of the cburch

is 115; of the Sunday-school, 110.

St. AutJUHTJNE Church (Roman Catholic).—The

Rev. Mr. McDermott was the first Catholic priest who
celebrated mass in Bridg(!port. This was in the house

of Mr. Farrell, on Middle Street, in the year 1834.

About eighteen Catholic families were then living

here. Soon afterwards, by order of Bishop Fen wick,

the Rev. James Smith attended Bridgeport once a

month. He built the old Ijrick church wliich formerly

stood upon the corner of Arch Street and Washington

Avenue. Rev. Michael Lynch, the first settled pastfjr

for Bridgeport, was appointed in December, 1842.

Ten years later,—Sept. 2, 1852,—Rev. Thomas J.

Synnott was appointed by Bishop O'Reilly to take

charge of the Catholics of Bridgeport. Soon after his

arrival Rev. Mr. Synnott commenced building tlie old

church of St. Mary upon Crescent Avenue, in East

Bridgeport, and finished it in the following year. In

this same year he began St. Thomas' church, at Fair-

field, and finished it in 1854.

Ten years later, the old brick church upon Wash-

ington Avenue being found too small to accommodate

the growing Catholic population, the foundation of

St. Augustine's church was laid upon the corner of

Washington Avenue and Pequonnock Street. This

church, which is the largest in Bridgeport, was dedi-

cated March 17, 1867, and has cost about one hundred

and twenty thousand dollars. The material of which

it is built is gray granite from North Bridgeport. It

is intended to carry up the spii'e about ninety feet

higher than its present termination, making it by far

the highest object in the city. The whole number of

Catholics in St. Augustine parish is about four thou-

sand, and the average attendance at mass is estimated

to be as high as three thousand. The Sabbath-school

contains about six hundred and fifty members. The
amount contributed for special benevolent objects

during the pastorate of twenty-eight years of the

Rev. Mr. Synnott is between three and four thousand

dollars ; the amount raised for church purposes

—

parish expenses, building, etc.—cannot be far I'rom a

quarter of a million of dollars.

Adjoining the church on the west is a large and ex-

tremely handsome structure, built of gray granite from

Plymouth, Conn., which is intended for a Sisters' house

and academy for young ladies. It will be completed

during the year 1881, and its cost is expected to be

about the same as that of the church,—one hundred

and twenty thousand dollars.

St. Mary's Church (Roman Catholic).—This fine

edifice is built of brick with granite trimmings, and

stands upon the corner of Pembroke and Steuben

Streets, East' Bridgeport It was dedicated Oct. 14,

1877, and cost about ninety thousand dollars. The
number of Catholics belonging to St. Mary's pjirish

is estimated to be three thousand, and the average

attendance at church from two thousand to two thou-

sand five hundred. The Sabbath-school has about six
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hundred members. The first settled minister of the

parish was the Rev. Dr. Wallace, from Providence,

R. I., and his successors were Rev. Messrs. O'Gorman,

O'Neil, Drea, Lenihan, and Rev. J. F. Rogers, the

present pastor. The old church of St. Mary, upon

Crescent Avenue, is still standing, and is used for

school and other purposes.

The German Catholic Chxjkch was organized

in December, 1874, and for a time held religious ser-

vices in a hall in Wheeler's Building, Main Street,

corner of Fairfield Avenue. Subsequently it removed

to the building No. 449 Main Street. The present

house of worship was commenced in October, 1878,

and completed in April following, at a cost, including

the land, of eight thousand dollars. Rev. Joseph A.

Schaele, of New Haven, has been pastor from the or-

ganization of the church to the present time. There

were at first twenty-five families in the congregation,

which now numbers seventy-five families, or about

three hundred persons. The Sunday-school has one

hundred members. Mass is celebrated and a sermon

preached every Sunday morning, the pastor returning

to New Haven at the conclusion of the services.

Universalist Church.—The Universalist Society

in Bridgeport was organized in the year 1850, and the

brownstone building on Fairfield Avenue, near Broad

Street, originally known as the Church of our Saviour,

but now called Church of the Redeemer, was dedi-

cated near the close of the following year. Rev.

Olympia Brown—now Mrs. Olymj^ia Brown Willis

—

was pastor of this church from 1869 to 1875 ; Rev.

John Lyon, who is now the pastor, was settled Dec. 3,

1876. The cost of the house of worship, including

land, etc., was thirty-four thousand dollars. The
present number of communicants is 70, and the mem-
bership of the Sunday-school is 135. A chapel is soon

to be constructed upon the lot in rear of the church,

which was given to the society by P. T. Barnum, and
it is proposed that the second story of this building

shall contain a free reading-room for the use of work-

ingmen and others.

The Advent Christian Church of Bridgeport

was organized November, 1849, with fourteen mem-
bers, and has maintained regular services ever since,

both upon the Sabbath and on week-day evenings,

though most of the time without a settled pastor.

Eighty-two members have been added since the

church was first formed, but, owing to death, removal,

and other causes, the present membership is only

fifty-seven. The place of meeting is Temperance
Hall, on Beach Street, East Bridgeport.

The members of the body known as the Church
OF Christ in Bridgeport have met for study of the

Bible and for religious worship since the year 1871,

but were not formally organized as a church until

Aug. 23, 1874, under the leadership of Dr. W. A. Bel-

ding, of Troy, N. Y. The meetings, at first held in a

private house, have been for several years past con-

ducted in the hall at No. 356 Main Street, on the Sab-

bath and upon two week-day evenings. No stated

preacher has been employed, but since May, 1880,

Charles Abercrombie, a revivalist, has been laboring

here. The present membership is 65.

The Hebrew congregation (Benai Israel) in

Bridgeport was organized Sept. 19, 1859, the first min-

ister being Rev. A. Jacobs, and the place of worship

No. 35 Wall Street. Rev. Mr. Jacobs has had twelve

successors, the present incumbent being Rev. E. Will-

ner, settled Aug. 16, 1879. The congregation now
meets upon Friday evenings and Saturday mornings

at Freedman's Building, on State Street, opposite the

court-house. The Hebrews in this place number only

fifteen families, or about seventy-five persons, all of

whom belong to the congregation. The Sunday-

school has fifteen members.

CUSTOM-HOUSE.

In the " Municipal Register" for 1875 Mr. Lacey

has given so full an account of the customs district

of Fairfield that it is only necessary to make brief

reference to it here. This district was constituted by
I act of Congress, March 2, 1799, and includes tfie en-

tire coast, from the Housatonic River to the New
York State line. The collector's office was at first at

Fairfield, then at Greenfield Hill, but was removed to

Bridgeport in 1832. Capt. Samuel Smedley, distin-

guished as a naval commander in the war of the

Revolution, was the first collector. His successors

were : Walter Bradley, date uncertain ; Samuel Simons,

1832
;
Joseph Thompson, 1840

;
Stephen Lounsbury,

1844; William H. Peet, 1848; William S. Pomeroy,

1852; Silas C. Booth, 1860; John Brooks, 1864; Julius

S. Hanover, 1869.

Since December, 1874, the custom-house has been

located in rooms, handsomely fitted up for the pur-

pose, upon the corner of Main and Wall Streets. The

records of the office are well kept, and among the

archives are documents bearing the autographs of

Alexander Hamilton, John Quincy Adams, James

Monroe, and other venerable patriots.

CHAPTER XIII.

BEIDGEPOKT (Continued).

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF BRIDGEPORT, CON-
CLUDED.

Express Company—Fire Department—Freemasons—Gasliglit Company
— Grain-Elevator— Harbor— Horse-Kailroad— Hospital— Hydraulic

Company—Internal Revenue—Lilirary—Lighthouses— Mills— News-

papers—Odd-Fellows—Orphan Asylum—Parks—Police—Population

—

Post-OfRce—Public Schools—Societies—Steamboats.

EXPRESS COMPANY.

William F. Harnden was the first man to com-

mence running an express between Boston and New
York, in February, 1839, and is regarded as the
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founder of the express business in this country. In

May, 1840, Alvin Adams began an opposition to

Harndeu. For several years Mr. Adams was his own

messenger, cashier, clerk, and porter, all in one. In

1843 he first began to use horses and wagons in de-

livering, and soon afterwards Adams & Co. made a

contract with the Treasury Department for the trans-

portation of government funds, which their successors

still continue. Oct. 26, 1848, the New York and New
Haven Railroad was opened for travel from New
Haven to Bridgeport, and on October 31st the follow-

ing advertisement appeared in the WeeMy Standard :

"NEW EXPRESS.
"Adams & Co. respectfully give notice that they have coniinenced

niuiiing a daily express, to and from New Haven and Bridgeport, in

connection with their New York and New Haven line. Packages,

Specie, Bank-Notes, and Valuables of every description intrusted to

their care will be transmitted with the utmost safety and dispatch, and

all business, such as the collection of Notes and Bills, the delivery of

Drafts for acceptance, and orders of all kinds, will receive their pai tic-

ular attention. A special messenger will accompany the train leaving

New Haven at quarter before nine a.m.; returning will leave Bridge-

port at ten, or on ariival of boat from New York.

* ****** *

"OFFICES AND AGENTS:

" Adams & Co., 16 Wall Street, New York.

" W. Webb & Co., 143 Chapel Street, Dwight's Building, New Haven.

"Sanford Cobnwall, No. 2 E.'tchange Place, opposite the Sterling

House, Bridgeport."

The office of the express company was afterwards

located under the Sterling House, subsequently re-

moving to the York House building, on the west side

of Water Street, near Union Street, and from thence

to its present location, in the depot building at the

foot of Fairfield Avenue. The Adams Express Com-
pany was formed by the consolidation of some half

a dozen other lines, July 1, 1854. At that time the

capital stock was divided into twelve thousand shares,

whose value was not specified, but supposed to be

worth at least one hundred dollars each, or one mil-

lion two hundred thousand dollars altogether. The
headquarters of the New England division were re-

moved from Hartford to Bridgeport, Aj^ril 2, 1865 ; to

Boston, Sept. 1, 1868 ; to Hartford, Sept. 2, 1869 ; and

again to Bridgeport, Feb. 6, 1876. Since that time

Bridgeport has been the central office, all the other

agencies in New England reporting to it.

The company has experienced several robberies.

One of the greatest on record took place on Saturday

evening, Jan. 6, 1866, when the door of the express-

car running from New York to Boston was forced,

and securities, cash, and other valuables, to the

amount of half a million dollars, were abstracted

therefrom. Nearly all the stolen property was re-

covered, and the criminals, who were arrested in

Norwalk, were tried and sentenced at Bridgeport in

February, 1866.

The officers and representatives of the Adams Ex-
press Company residing at Bridgeport are: Henry
Sanford, General Superintendent; Clapp Spoouer,

Resident Manager, and Superintendent of New Eng-

land Division; William L. Hublxll, Auditor; S.

J. B. Diljble, Cashier; John C. Curtis, Agent.

FIKE UEPAimiEXT.

One of the first jmljlic measures of the citizens of

Newfield—afterwards the Ixirough of Bridgcjjort

—

was to form themselves into a fire company, which

was incorporated, as already mentioned, in 1797. An
act of similar tenor was passed in the following year,

and in 1834 a third fire company was chartered, fol-

lowed in 1840 by the Ph(enix Fire Company, No. 4,

and the Pequonnock Fire Company, of North Bridge-

port, and in 1845 by the Bridgeport Hose Comjjany.

The engines of that day, however, were extremely

rude affiiirs, without any suction apparatus, it being

necessary to pour the water into them before it was

squirted upon the fire, and whenever an alarm of fire

was given the first duty of a good citizen was to rush to

the spot with his fire-bucket, which was a part of the

furniture of every house, and to form one of a line for

drawing water from some convenient well and passing

it up to the engine. Under these circumstances it is

not surprising that fires were frequent and destruc-

tive. Conflagrations several times swept through the

business part of the place, notably upon the morning

of Dec. 11, 1845, when the eastern side of Water

Street and both sides of Wall and State Streets were

devastated. Forty-nine buildings were consumed on

this occasion, and the loss was estimated at over one

hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars.

The first engine worthy of the name was that jjur-

chased for Company No. 5, which had a suction appa-

ratus, and was built in New York at a cost of one

thousand dollars. Within a week after its arrival the

steam flour-mill near the corner of Water Street and

South Avenue was burned, and, ten days later, the

Methodist church on Beaver Street suffered the same

fate.

Previous to 1847 there was no organized fire de-

partment, the several companies being not only inde-

pendent of one another, but sometimes antagonistic.

A by-law drafted by Mr. R. B. Lacey, providing for the

appointment of a board of engineers and the enforce-

ment of better discipline, was adojjted in that year,

and continued in force until the adoption of a paid

fire department. The steam fire-engine D. H. Ster-

ling, No. 1, was purchased by the city in January,

1864, and proved so successful that in May, 1865,

steamer Protector, No. 2, was purchased, and in

August of the same year steamtr Excelsior. No. o.

In October, 1872, the volunteer fire department was

disbanded, and a paid department substituted for

it. Charles A. Gerdenier, who had been at the head

of the volunteer organization since 1869, was ap-

pointed chief engineer, and has held this important

office to the present time.

The property of the fire department, March 1, 18S0,

consisted in part of the following articles : Five en-

gine-houses, three steam firo-ongines. two hook-and-
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ladder trucks, one of them with chemical attachment,

ten thousand four hundred feet of hose, two bell-

towers and alarm-bells, a fire-alarm telegraph, five

chemical fire-extinguishers, twelve horses, and one

hundred and seventy-three hydrants, the aggregate

value of the whole being one hundred and seven

thousand seven hundred and nineteen dollars.

Besides the chief engineer, the active force of the

department consists of nine assistant and steamer en-

gineers, seven drivers, and forty-five hose and hook-

and-ladder men,— in all, sixty-two persons. The
government of the department is in the hands of a

board of commissioners, Messrs. S. W. Baldwin, Wil-

liam E. Higby, Eli Dewhurst, and John M. Sammis*

being the present members.

The department has upon the whole met with ex-

cellent success ever since its organization in subduing

the ravages of the devouring element, but it is hardly

to be expected that a place of this size should wholly

escape from disastrous fires, the work either of incen-

diaries or of carelessness. Among the noteworthy

fires of recent years have been the following : July

22, 1852, steamer " Alice" burned at the dock : loss,

twenty-eight thousand dollars; Dec. 22, 1865, car-

riage-factory of F. Wood & Co., on Bi'oad Street,

badly damaged
;
May 28, 1871, lumber-yard of Beards-

ley, Wilson & Co. burned
;
Sept. 30, 1872, i^laning-

mill and lumber-yard of S. Nickerson & Son de-

stroyed ; Feb. 21, 1873, Courtland Block badly dam-

aged; Dec. 9, 1874, Presbyterian church destroyed;

Dec. 14, 1875, the cabinet-factory of the Wheeler &
Wilson Company destroyed, causing a loss estimated

at six hundred thousand dollars ; June 7, 1877, the

hat-manufactory of Glover Sanford & Sons burnt, on

which occasion eleven lives were lost by the falling of

a wall.

FREEMASONS.

St. John's Lodge, No. 3, F. and A. M., of this city,

was founded under a charter dated Feb. 12, 1762, and

issued by George Harrison, Grand Master of the

province of New York, to Eleazer Hubbell, of Strat-

field, in the county of Fairfield and colony of Connect-

icut. There was then no Grand Lodge in Connecticut;

indeed, there were but two other lodges in the colony,

—viz., Hiram, No. 1, of New Haven, instituted 1750,

and St. John's, No. 2, of Middletown, instituted 1754.

The first meeting of St. John's Lodge under its

new charter was at the house of Caj^t. Samuel Wake-
lee, which stood upon the street now called Park

Avenue, a short distance south of State Street, Feb.

15, 1762. Five members were present,—viz., Arnout

Cannon, of the city of New York, who officiated as

Master pro tern. ; Joseph Knapp and Isaac Young,

both of Fairfield ; Eleazer Hubbell, of Stratfield ; and

J. Anderson, who acted as Secretaiy, and was perhaps

a visiting brother, as his name occurs but once again

in the records. It was a special meeting, called for

* Mr. Sammis died in August, 1880.

\

the purpose of initiating David Wheeler and Wolcott

Chauncey. The first regular or proper meeting was

held at the house of Richard Hubbell, who lived on
the street now called Clinton Avenue, Feb. 24, 1762.

I

On July 14th of the same year occurred the first elec-

tion of officers, when Eleazer Hubbell, who had
already acted in the capacity, was formally chosen

Master for the ensuing year.

Meetings continued to be held in Stratfield until

Dec. 8, 1762, when the lodge was removed to the house

of Isaac Young, in Fairfield. It was voted at this

meeting that brother Young should be paid forty shil-

lings in lawful money for the use of two west chambers

for a period of one year from date. Two years later it

was voted to remove to "the sign of the Anchor,"

probably the village inn at Fairfield. In January,

1763, it was voted that the lodge should have a seal

and parchment, and that the secretary should charge

three shillings for giving a certificate. The initiation

fee was three pounds ten shillings until 1780, when it

was fixed at three pounds silver money, or its equiva-

lent in the depreciated Continental currency. Besides

the initiation fee, taxes, regular and special, were

often imjjosed upon the members to defray the ex-

penses of the lodge. Several passages in the records

show that the "refreshments" furnished wei-e what

would now be thought of a convivial nature. Among
the furniture of the lodge-room were glasses and a

punch-bowl, while by special vote it was made the

duty of the steward "to provide necessaries for the

lodge, such as rum, sugar, pipes, and tobacco." This

was according to the universal custom of the time,

when spirituous liquors were freely used at gather-

ings of every description, even those of the clergy.

Masonry at the present day, however, has an excel-

lent record in the matter of temperance, for nearly

sixty years ago the Grand Lodge of the State of Con-

necticut forbade, under heavy penalty, the introduc-

tion of ardent spirits into any lodge within its juris-

diction, and the law is still enforced.

Frequent mention is made in the records of the

celebration of the two St. John's Days,—June 24th

and December 27th,—when the members of the lodge

and invited guests usuallj^ dined together after listen-

ing to a sermon by some one of the clergy. The Rev.

Andrew Eliot, of Fairfield, was a frequent guest upon

these occasions, and the names of the Rev. Messrs.

Lamson, Sayre, Baldwin, and Shelton also occur in

this connection. Slight tokens of good will were

often voted to the officiating clergyman, such as a

piece of calico for a summer gown to the Rev. Mr.

Eliot, a pair of silk gloves to the Rev. Mr. Stebbins in

return for a "very ingenuous and pathetic discourse"

in memory of a brother lost at sea. The following

resolution dated Feb. 25, 1793, is a similar instance

:

"Voted Muanimousli/, That Bro's Lacey and Canuon wait on the Kev.

Philo Shelton and present him with the thanks of this lodge, as likewise

one guinea, for his excellent discoui'se on St. John's Day, 27th Dec.,

1792, at Newfield."
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Among the prominent meniljcrs of the hxlge while

it remained in Fairiiekl were Jonathan Bulltley, who
|

for seventeen years was elected Master; fJen. Elijah
^

Abel, the county sheriff; Lieut. Isaac Jarvis and Caj)t.
,

Samuel Smedley, of Revolutionary fame, the latter

afterwards the collector of customs for Fairfield Dis-

trict ; and Dr. Francis Forgue, the leading physician

of the village, who for many years was a constant

attendant.

On Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 1782, the following

resolution was passed by the lodge

:

"Volnl, That Brother Abel be desired to wait on Brotlier Forgue and

know wliether it is his desire tliat prayers be desired for liim at tlie

Tbrime of Grace, under liis present indisposition of body."

A few weeks later the brethren of the order followed

his body to its last resting-place, and resolutions of

resjiect to his memory were drawn up and published

iu the New Haven paper.

Jan. 14, 1784, St. John's Lodge jDarticipated by its

delegates in the formation of the present Grand Lodge

of the State, on which occasion Pierrepont Edwards, of

New Haven, but afterwards of Bridgeport, was chosen

Grand Master. No allusion to either the Revolution

or the war of 1812 is made in the records, but in
'

December, 1799, it was
"Fote<7, That the members of tlie lodge wear suitable mourning upon

the arm, during the pleasure of the lodge, in token of respect for the

memory of the late M. W. Grand Master of the United States, George

AVashington."

During the war of the Revolution intervals of sev-

eral mouths occurred during which no meetings were

ield, and from 1786 to 1789 the meetings were very

infrequent and but slenderly attended.

In 1789, through the efforts of Josiah Laeey, Lam-
bert Lockwood, and Daniel Young, influential mem-
bers of the order engaged in business at the thriving

settlement of Newfield, wdiich centred near the present

corner of Water and State Streets, Bridgeport, the

lodge was removed here. The first meeting was held

at the dwelling-house of Daniel Young, which is still

standing, on the southwest corner of Union and Water

Streets, June 24, 1789. Nine members of St. John's

Lodge and four visiting brethren were jjresent, and

officers were elected and delegates to the convention

chosen, after which the brethren adjourned to the

public-house of William Peet, "where they dined and

drank in good harmony."

Jan. 27, 1790, the lodge voted to meet at the house

of Mr. William Peet, innkeeper, upon the north side

of State Street, where the post-office now stands, "un-

til a more convenient place can be obtained." Dec.

14, 1791, it was voted to remove to the chambers of

Brother Josiah Lacey's house, which stood upon the

south side of State Street, between Main and Water

Streets.
1

March 14, 1792, the committee previously apiiointed
;

to procure sundry articles belonging to the lodge,
|

which were supposed to be at Fairfi:eld, reported that I

they had found fourteen drinking-glasses, one punch

spoon, one silver seal, an old great chair, and three i

large wooden ( iui(llcstic;ks withijiit the Inasscs. A pair

of brass andirons which had been left at the houwe of

a member in Fairfield were not f'ortlicoining, ljut were

believed to have been carried off to Delaware by his s'>ii.

Oct. 5, 1792, the lodge voted to jnirehase t(;ii tickets

in the lottery for building Newfleld Bridge.

Dec. 12, 1792, it was voted to remove to the house

of Isaac Hinman, which stood upon the southwest

corner of Wall and Water Streets.

Many other interesting extracts might be made
from the early records did space permit, but it is suffi-

cient to' say that after its removal to Bridgeport its

condition was pros25erous. The surplus funds in the

treasury amounted to several hundred dollars, and
were loaned to members to use in their business, always

by vote of the lodge and upon a six months' interest-

bearing note.

From 1809 to 1812, by order of the Grand Lodge,

the lodge was obliged to meet within one mile of the

court-house, in the town of Fairfield. In 1812 it re-

turned to the house of Brother Ephraim Knapp, who
succeeded Mr. Hinman upon the corner of Wall and
Water Streets, and from that time it has continued to

meet in Bridgeport.

During the years 1831 and 1832, on account of the

supposed abduction of Morgan, public feeling ran high

against Masonry. It was accused of being an institu-

tion dangerous to the community and injurious to

morality and religion. To meet this charge a defense

of Freemasonry, signed by fifty members of St. John's

Lodge, was published in the local newspapers. The
document, though interesting, is too long to quote here.

Among the signers were such well-known names as

those of Hanford Lyon, Philo Hurd, Wilson Hawley,
Gen. Enoch Foote, Charles Foote, William Peet, Eev.

H. R. Judah, rector of St. John's Church, Dr. William
B. Nash, Abijah Hawley, Ezekiel Hubbell, Eli Thomp-
son, Gideon Thompson, and others of equal standing

in the community. Notwithstanding this defense, the

popular prejudice was so strong against the institution

that Masonry was practically dormant in this place

until about the year 1847. After this date it began to

revive, and meetings w-ere held at first in the old lodge-

room, which was in the upper story of the school-

house, No. 200 State Street, afterwards upon the north-

west corner of State and Water Streets, then over

Ferris Hurd's store, on Water Street, at the foot of

State Street, and finally, in 1855, in the present well-

known and handsome rooms in Sturdevant Building,

corner of Main and Bank Streets.

Feb. 12, 1862, the centennial anniversary of St.

John's Lodge, No. 3, was celebrated by interesting

exercises held in the First Methodist Episcopal Church,

and by a supper at Franklin Hall, at which some four

hundred members of the order and invited guests were
present. An account of the proceedings, together with
a historical sketch and an oration delivered on tlie occa-

sion by the Rev. Dr. Ewer, was afterwards published.

The present membership of St. John's Lodge, No. 3,
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is five hundred and eight, and the officers of the body

are : Frederick F. Callender, W. M. ; Thomas F. Daly,

S. W. ; Edward T. Ward, J. W. ; E. Stewart Sumner,

Sec. ; William E. Higby, Treas. ; Rev. E. W. Maxey,

D.D., Chaplain.

Corinthian Lodge, No. 104, was chartered May 22,

1868, and now numbers one hundred members. It

meets in the same lodge-room used by the members

of St. John's, and its officers are as follows : Daniel

N. Morgan, W. M. ; W. W. Ingham, S. W. ; H. E.

Winsor, J. W. ; Charles E. Wilmot, Sec; H. H.

Porter, Treas. ; Rev. Sylvester Clarke, Chaplain.

Hamilton Commandery, No. 5, Knights Templar,

was chartered (under name of Hamilton Encamp-
ment), May 10, 1855, Avith sixteen charter members,

all of whom had originally belonged to Clinton Com-
mandery.

May 21, 1855, Hamilton Commandery, No. 3, of

Norwalk, was instituted, officers were chosen, and three

members—William R. Higby, James L. Gould, and

James E. Dunham—received the honor of knighthood.

The first public appearance of this body was at the fu-

neral ofAlexander Hamilton, aprominent citizen, from

whom the Commandery took its name, who died Aug.

27, 1857. Its twenty-fifth anniversary was celebrated

May 20, 1880, by appropriate exercises, including an

interesting historical sketch by William R. Higby,

which has been published. Officers of the Com-
mandery at this time are : William E. Seeley, E. C.

;

Hugh Stirling, Gen. ; William R. Higby, Treas. ; W.
B. Osborn, Rec.

Following are the dates of organization of several

of the other Masonic bodies in this city. Want of

space forbids giving any account of them at this time

:

Jerusalem Chapter, No. 13, R. A. M., Oct. 21, 1813.

Jerusalem Council, No. 16, R. and S. M., in 1827.

De Witt Clinton Lodge of Perfection, May 11, 1858.

Pequonnock Chai^ter, R. C, June 1, 1858.

Washington Council, P. of J., June 1, 1858.

Lafayette Consistory, S. P. of R. S., June 1, 1858.

As will be seen by what has been written, the mem-
bership of the order in this city is at this time over

six hundred. Though not professing to be a charita-

ble organization, it does not a little for the relief of

the sick and suffering, and in this resiject is certainly

worthy of all praise.

GASLIGHT COMPANY.

The Bridgeport Gaslight Company was incorporated

in 1849, and, as already mentioned, commenced busi-

ness in December, 1851, with seventy-six jarivate con-

sumers and twenty-six public street-lamjjs. Among
the original corporators named in the charter were

Horace Nichols, R. B. Mason, W. P. Burrall, Philo

Hurd, and Hanford Lyon. H. K. Harral was the first

president of the company, and P. C. Calhoun the first

treasurer. After the decease of Mr. Harral, in June,

1854, his place was filled by Hanford Lyon, who held

the office until April 2, 1868, when he was succeeded

by Amos S. Treat, who has ever since been president.

The original cost of the works was seventy-five thou-

sand dollars, but more than one hundred and seventy-

five thousand dollars additional has since been ex-

pended upon them. The late John Cornwall was sec-

retary and treasurer for twenty years, from 1854 to

1874, and C. A. Gerdenier, the j^resent superintendent,

has been connected with the company since 1864.

Officers of the company at the present time are

:

Hon. Amos S. Treat, President; William B. Hincks,

Secretary and Treasurer ; Charles A. Gerdenier, Su-

perintendent ; Samuel C. Trubee, William H. Perry,

William R. Higby, A. C. Hobbs, Henry L. Clark,

Horace Nichols, Sidney B. Beardsley, Amos S. Treat,

William B. Hincks, Directors.

GEAIN-ELEVATOR.

The following account of this building is taken

from an article entitled " The Trade and Manufactures

of Bridgeport," in the " Municipal Register" for 1876.

" Bridgeport has the only grain-elevator on the

coast between New York and Boston. It was erected

in 1871 by the enterprising firm of Crane & Hurd,

and grew out of their connection and experience with

the grain trade in the West. It is forty by fifty feet

at the base, and one hundred feet in height. It is run

by a twenty-five horse-power engine and the labor of

five men, and is capable of taking in and storing eight

thousand bushels of grain per day of ten hours from

either railroad-car or boat at the dock. Grain is

brought in bulk in rail-cars from any point in the

West, or by water in canal-boat, barge, or schooner

from any of the larger markets, and here conveniently

and economically handled and then distributed to the

various points of consumption. As many as one and

a half million bushels of grain have passed through

this elevator in a single year. Mr. John Hurd is the

present sole proprietor."

HARBOR.

With proper attention Bridgeport Harbor ought to

be one of the best upon the Sound. Systematic im-

provements were begun .by the United States govern-

ment in the summer of 1872, and are still in progress..

Before dredging was commenced there were but five

and a half or six feet of water at low tide at certain

points where there is now twelve feet. The intention

of the government engineers is ultimately to make the

channel three hundred feet wide and twelve feet deep,

from Long Island Sound to the lower bridgs, and to.

extend the present breakwater to a point thirteen

hundred and eighty feet ftom the eastern shore. The

effect of the breakwater, it is thought, will be to keep

the channel from filling up again, and thus make the

improvements of a permanent character. Above

the lower bridge the harbor has been much injured

by encroachments, some of the docks and piers having

been built out much farther than should have been

permitted.
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HORSE-RAILROAD.

The Bridgeport Horse-llailroad Company was in-

corporated in I860 witli a capital of one Iiundred

thousand dolhir.s, the charter of tlie company giving

it permission to extend its line from the starting-point

near Pembroke Lake, in East Bridgeport, to Moun-
tain Grove Cemetery and Black Rock, with a branch

to the railroad depot at the foot of Fairfield Avenue.

Cars first commenced running from the )Sterling House

to the eastern terminus Jan. 23, 1866, and while the

road was a novelty it was liberally patronized. The
present western terminus is at the junction of Fair-

field and Clinton Avenues, the length of track four

miles, and the rate of fare five cents. Nine cars and

forty-one horses are owned by the company and three

hundred and thirty thousand eight hundred and forty-

seven passengers were carried during the past year.

Officers of the corjooration are : Albert Fames, Pres-

ident ; Frederick Hurd, Secretary and Treasurer ; B.

F. Lasher, Superintendent; N. Wheeler, P. T. Bar-

num, C. A. Hotchkiss, James Wilson, Frederick Hurd,

Albert Fames, J. J. Gorham, Directors.

HOSPITAL.

The need of a well-conducted hospital in a city of

the size of Bridgeport for the relief of cases of acci-

dental injury and the treatment of patients who can-

not receive proper care at their homes is very apparent.

To Dr. George F. Lewis belongs the credit of first

attempting to supply this want. At his suggestion a

bequest was inserted in the will of his aunt, the late

Miss Susan Hubbell, of West Stratford, for founding

a hospital in this vicinity. In January, 1878, the

Bridgeport Hospital was organized as a body corporate

by the Legislature. Following are the ofiicers of the

corporation : P. T. Barnum, President ; E. F. BishoiD,

Vice-President
;
George F. Lewis, Secretary and Treas-

urer ; Jarratt Morford, AVilliam B. Hincks, Robert J.

White, Executive Committee ; P. T. Barnum, Samuel
W. Baldwin, George F. Lewis, F. B. Hall, R. W. Bun-
nell, E. F. Bishop, Robert J. White, Amos S. Treat,

AVilliam B. Hincks, Charles B. Hotchkiss, Jarratt

Morford, Samuel C. Trubee, Directors.

The amount of Miss Hubbell's bequest was thirteen

thousand four hundred and seventy-nine dollars, to-

gether with a lot containing about one acre of land on

Mill Hill Avenue, AVest Stratford. By accumulation

of interest upon the investments, and by collections

taken up in behalf of the object by churches and so-

cieties, this amount has now increased to about twenty-

two thousand dollars
;
but, as the sum of sixty thou-

sand dollars is needed before commencing to build, it

is obvioas that nuich remains to be done.

HYDRAULIC COMPANY.

A very full account is given in the " Municipal Reg-

ister" for 1873 and succeeding years of the history of

the water supply of Bridgeport, and only a few of the

leading facts will be recapitulated here.

'J'he first ('fPort to supply wnU-r by jiipes U) the people

of Bridgeport was made by Rev. Elijah AVaterman

about the year 1818. Certain sjirings of pure water

near the present corner of (iolden Hill and Hewit

Streets were deepened and cleared out, and the water

conducted down town and through the principal streets

in wooden pipes, or rather bored-out logs. The enter-

prise was continued, at first by Lewis C. Segee, who
succeeded Mr. AVaterman about the year 1823, and

afterwards in May, 1833, by .Jesse Sterling, Stephen

Hawley, S. B. Jones, Nichols Northrop, and their as-

sociates, who were incorporated in May, 1833, under

the name of the Bridgeport and Golden Hill Aqueduct

Conipany, with capital of ten thousand dollars, the

water being obtained from the source already men-

tioned.

In 1853, the need of a more extensive supply of

water, particularly for fire purposes, being felt, the

Common Council granted to Nathaniel Greene (agent

of the Pequonnock Mills, in North Bridgeport], and

to his assigns the exclusive privilege of laying down
water pipes in the public streets, on condition of his

furnishing the city and the inhabitants with a full

supply of pure water for domestic, mechanical, and

all ordinary uses, both public and private. The
Bridgeport Water Company was incori^orated by Mr.

Greene and others for this jjurpose in the year 1853,

with a capital of one hundred and sixty thousand

dollars, and during the following year a distributing

reservoir in North Bridgeport was constructed and

pipes were laid through the principal streets of the

city, the source of supply being the water of the Pe-

quonnock River, which was pumped up into the res-

ervoir.

The enterprise did not prove remunerative to the

stockholders, and, bonds to the amount of ninety

thousand dollars having been issued, the comijany

eventually fell into the hands of the bondholders by

foreclosure, and in June, 1857, a charter was granted

to a new corporation composed of the bondholders.

By this charter AVilliam S. Knowlton, N. Greene, J.

H. AVashburn, Joseph Richardson, and others became,

under the name of the Bridgej^ort Hydraulic Company,
the successors of the Bridgeport AVater Couipany, and
the possessors of all its rights and franchises. Serious

complaint having been made for a long time both as

to the want of a suflicient supply and as to the quality

of the water furnished, an act was passed by the Gen-

eral Assembly, July 2, 1873, authorizing the city to

buy the works of the Bridgeport Hydraulic Company,
or to build new works, if a purchase could not be

effected upon terms satisfactory to the city. This act

was duly ratified by the city, but at a city meeting

called for the purpose, Aug. 13, 1873, resolutions to

purchase the hydraulic company's works for the sum
of three hundred thousand dollai-s were lost by twenty-

seven majority, the whole number of votes cast being

six hundred and seventy -six. A now proposition

made by the company to a committee of the Common
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Council, to sell the works, franchises, etc., for the sum
of two hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars was

rejected, Nov. 3, 1873, by a larger majority than be-

fore,—viz., two hundred and twenty-three out of a

vote of seventeen hundred and forty-three.

Eventually, Joseph Richardson, up to this time the

president and leading stockholder of the hydraulic

company, sold his stock to Hon. Amos S. Treat, and

a new policy was inaugurated. The sources of supply

have been greatly enlarged, old and worn-out pipe

has been replaced in many sections with new pipe of

good quality, and mains have been laid in localities

not before reached. Since Aug. 25, 1875, the date of

Mr. Treat's purchase, the sum of one hundred and

thirty-five thousand dollars has been expended in

laying down mains and thirty thousand doUais in

building new reservoirs, etc. The total amount of

mains now in use is forty-five miles and the elevation

of the distributing reservoirs above tide-water is one

hundred and ten feet. The company now dej^ends for

water chiefly upon natural flow, resort to the pump
being had only in dry seasons.

Following is a list of present sources of supply

:

Trumbull reservoir, 60 acres ; Island Brook reservoir,

62 acres ; Bunnell's Pond, 50 acres ; Bunnell's Upper
Pond, 45 acres ; Ox-stream reservoir, 15 acres ; Horse

tavern reservoir, 5 acres
;
distributing reservoir, 3 acres

;

total, 240 acres.

Ofiicers of the company for 1880 are : P. T. Barnum,
President ; A. S. Treat, Treasurer ; C. H. Thorpe, Sec-

retary; George Richardson, Superintendent; P. T.

Barnum, N. Wheeler, J. Richardson, William H.
Perry, A. S. Treat, T. B. De Forest, Samuel Wilmot,

S. W. Baldwin, Directors.

INSURANCE.

The Mutual Life Insurance Association of Bridge-

port was organized in 1878, and at the present time

has about four hundred and fifty members. An ad-

mission-fee varying from six to sixty dollars according

to the age of the applicant is charged, and upon the

death of any member of the association an assessment

of two dollars is made upon each of the survivors for

the benefit of the relatives of the deceased, or of such

other person as he may have designated. This is the

only insurance comj^any in Bridgeport.

Following is a list of the ofiicers : Charles B. Hotch-

kiss. President ; John D. Candee, Vice-President ; W.
G. Lineburgh, Secretary ; William E. Seeley, Treas-

urer.
INTERNAL REVENUE.

The Internal Revenue system of the United States

was established in 1862. Each congressional district

was at first made a collection district, and David F.

Hollister, of Bridgeport, was appointed Collector of

the Fourth District of Connecticut (Fairfield and
Litchfield Counties) by President Lincoln, Aug. 15,

1862.

In October, 1873, the Second and Fourth Districts

were consolidated, and Mr. Hollister was appointed

Collector ofthe consolidated territory, which comprises

the counties of Litchfield, Fairfield, New Haven, and

]

Middlesex, and is called the Second Connecticut Dis-

I

trict; and this position he still holds. The total

amount of revenue collected from the old Fourth

District from its organization in August, 1862, to

the date of its consolidation, November, 1873, was

$7,886,011.66. The collections in the Second District

from its formation to Sept. 1, 1880, were $1,843,510.64,

making the aggregate amount collected in a little

over eighteen years $9,729,522.30. During this whole

time there has never been the discrepancy of a single

cent between Mr. HoUister's accounts and those of

government, and the office has been repeatedly coni-

I

mended for the accurate manner in which its trans-

I actions are recorded.

The principal office of the district is in Bridgeport.

The other officers residing here are : Henry C. Lemon
and Francis E. Barlow, Deputy Collectors ; William

H. Kelsey, Clerk ; and John A. Boughton, Ganger.

LIBRARY.

The 231'esent Bridgeport Library, incorporated in

June, 1850, was reorganized and a new act of incor-

poration obtained in October, 1855. It was the suc-

cessor of a similar institution, which disbanded and

transferred its books and other property to the new
association. The manner in which the original insti-

tution was begun is briefly as follows : About the year

1830, S. M. Middlebrook, the present treasurer of the

City Savings Bank, wrote several anonymous articles

urging the necessity of a public library in Bridgeport,

and slipped them at diff'erent times under the office-

door of The Weekly Farmer, where they were found

and published by the editor. Encouraged by their

reception, young Middlebrook wrote another arti-

cle, calling a public meeting to be held at Knapp's

Hotel, corner of Wall and Water Streets, upon a cer-

tain specified evening, to discuss the subject; but,

feeling that he was only a boy, did not sign his name

to the communication. Like the others, it was pub-

lished. The evening came; quite a number of the

solid citizens of the place were in attendance, but no

one appeared to state the object of the meeting or to

take the lead, and much wonder was expressed as to

the author of the call in the Farmer, and why he was

not present to champion his idea. Certainly no one

thought of susjjecting the young lad who was stroll-

ing up and down outside, occasionally casting a keen

glance through the window to see what was taking

place within. Alanson Hamlin, the leading lawyer

of the borough, finally took the chair and made a

strong speech in favor of a library. Resolutions

were passed, a committee was appointed to take up

subscriptions, and the result was that a small num-

ber of well-selected books was obtained.

This library was kept for a time in the old savings

bank, the treasurer. Deacon George Sterling, acting
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as librarian without compensation. Sometimes inter-

est in the affair would languish, and the books were

boxed up for a time ; at other times the institution

was quite prosperous. It finally disbanded, bequeath-

ing its property to its successor, as already related.

The Bridgeport Library received a bonus of five ;

hundred dollars from the Farmers' Bank, and one of
;

one thousand dollars from the Pequonnock Bank, both

in 1851. Considerable sums of money have also been

realized at different times by courses of lectures and

other entertainments, and by the circulation of sub-

scription-papers in its behalf. During the year 1855

the sum of three thousand dollars was subscribed by

public-spirited citizens of the place, and the collection

of the Calliopean Society of Yale College was pur-

chased and placed upon its shelves. The library and

reading-room, originally at No. 41 Wall Street, were

removed thence to the court-house building, and
|

about ten years ago to their jjresent location, in

Wheeler's Building. The number of volumes is now
about eight thousand, besides a large number of gov-

ernment documents. The rent is paid by the city,

but the only source of income at present possessed by

the institution is the membership dues of about three

or four hundred dollars per annum.

The institution has always been fortunate in its

librarians, and never more so than at present, but,

owing to the want of funds, no new books have been

purchased for several years past, and a large number
of those owned by the association are badly dilapidated

from long use. What this institution greatly needs

is an endowment fund of not less than ten thousand

dollars, the interest of which should be specially de-

voted to the purchase of new books. This would put

new life into all its departments. Until such time as

this can be obtained, it would seem that the town

might wisely make an annual appropriation in its

behalf, as is everywhere done in Massachusetts, and

as permitted by the statute law in this State.

LIGHTHOUSES.

The Bridgeport lighthouse is about one and a half

miles south by east from the city, and consists of a

tower and dwelling painted white, with slate-colored

Mansard roof and black lantern. The house stands

upon iron piles, and was erected in the year 1871. In

entering the harbor vessels must pass to the eastward

and not nearer than two hundred feet. The light is

a fixed red one, fifty-three feet above the sea-level,

and the fog-signal is a cast-steel bell struck by ma-
chinery every fifteen seconds.

The Black Eock lighthouse is upon the southern

extremity of Fayerweather's Island, and consists of a

stone tower erected in 1808, white, with black lantern,

containing a fixed white light, fifty-two feet above
the sea-level and visible for thirteen miles. The
breakwater adjoining the lighthouse Avas built in the

summer of 1837.

Penfield Eeef lighthouse, one and a quarter miles

southwest of Black Jiock ligiit, was built in ]87o,

and marks what was formerly one of the most danger-

ous localities in Long Island Sound. The keeper's

dwelling, of gray granite, is built upon a masonry pier

and has a Mansard roof surmounted by an octagonal

wooden tower painted white, excepting the doim- of

the lantern, which is black. The light is a flasliing

red one, and the fog-signal is a steel bell struck by

machinery,—two blows in quick succession, at inter-

vals of twenty seconds.

Information concerning the different lighthouses

and beacons in this vicinity—their cost, date of erec-

tion, etc.—may be found in the acts of Congress

approved upon the following dates: April 21, 180G
;

Feb. 10, 1807
;
May 23, 1808 ; March 3, 1819 ; March

3, 1821 ; March 2, 1827 ; and others.

The late Capt. Abram A. McNeil established a light

at the entrance of Bridgeport Harbor about the year

1844,—at first merely a lantern uj)on the end of a

buoy, afterwards a whale-boat decked over and carry-

ing a light, and then a group of five piles with a lan-

tern upon the one in the centre. In 1851, upon peti-

tion of Capt. John Brooks, a small lighthouse was

erected here by the government, the predecessor of

the handsome structure of 1871, described above.

The present breakwater and the beacon upon the

rocks known as "the Cows," off Fairfield, were also

built upon petition of Capt. Brooks.

MILLS.

The original parish grist-mill was upon Ash Creek,

a short distance north of the old stage road or North

Avenue, and is supposed to have been built either by

Henry Jackson, of Fairfield, or by his son Moses a.s

early as the year 1653. The successive structures

upon this site have been commonly known as Jack-

son's, Knapp's, and Moody's Mill.

A mill upon the Pequonnock Eiver, near the

present reservoir, was owned and occupied by Ste-

phen Burroughs before the Eevolution, but the date

when it was built is unknown to the writer. Old

Mill, which stood at the eastern extremity of the com-

mon known as Old Mill Green, was built in the year

1653 by Thomas Sherwood and John Hurd, of Strat-

ford, who were granted land by the town, and allowed

to charge a toll of one-sixteeenth part of every grist

ground. The name Old Mill is still a familiar one,

though the mill itself disappeared nearly a century

ago.

The mill near the site of the present Berkshire

Bridge was first built in 1783, as shown by the follow-

ing extract, slightly abridged, from the manuscript

acts of the General Assembly at Hartford. The act

in question was passed in October, 1792, and may be

found in vol. v. pages 34, 35

:

"Upon the petition of William Pixlee .inil .lames Fi-ench, of the to»u

ot Sliatfonl, stating that upon Pequonnock River, above the settlement

called New Field, abont one mile fi\im the month of Xewfield Harlwr,

is a place called the Narrows ; that they own the laud on ejich side of

said river at said place ; that in the year 17S3 they erected a diuu and a
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grist-mill at said place, which they have continued ever since ; that they

have been perpetually harassed with law-suits ever since, by Philip

Nichols and Stephen Burroughs, Esqs., of said Stratford, who own lands

above said river, half a mile above said mill ; and that a tide-mill at said

place would be a public advantage, as per petition on file;

" ResoUed hy this Assemhlij^ That said dam be estiiblidhed at said place

called the Narrows, and liberty is hereby granted to said petitioners to

keep up and maintain a dam across said river, and to use and employ said

mills now erected, or that may be erected, for twenty years from the first

of December next, or longer, at the pleasure of this Assembly. Provided,

That the Gates of said Dam shall be deemed, sufflcient by a Committee

appointed for the purpose for the passage of Vessels, Boats, and Scows.

" And it is ordered that neither of the petitioners shall be liable to

respond in damages- to any private person for keeping up ormaiutainihg

the same. Always provided. That no person or persons shall be barred

from maintaining any action in case they are damnified hy the overflow-

ing of the waters occasioned by said Dam." 4

NEWSPAPERS.

Extended reference has already been made to the

American Telegraphe, the first newspaper published in

Bridgeport. Among its successors were the following

:

The Bridgeport Herald, a weekly paper, commenced
about the year 1805 by Samuel Mallory. Copies of it

are now extremely scarce,—much more so than those

of its predecessor, the Telegraphe, of which quite a

number liave been preserved.

The Bridgeport Advertiser, started in 1806, by Heze-

kiali Ripley, and published weekly for several years

at the rate of one dollar and fifty cents per annum.
The Connecticut Courier, begun in 1810, by Nathaniel

L. Skinner, and continued by him for upwards of a

dozen years.

Another paper, called the Connecticut Patriot, was

commenced in 1826, by L. Bradley & Co., at their

office, corner of Main and State Streets, opposite the

Steamboat Hotel, afterwards the Franklin House.

A newspaper called the Spirit of the Times, published

and edited by George W. Smith, Jr., at the corner of

State and Water Streets, which met for a time with

considerable success. This paper was started in 1831,

when public feeling ran high on the subject of Ma-
sonry, soon after the abduction of the unfortunate

Morgan. It was devoted to the cause of anti-Masonry,

and for a while circulated as many as eight hundred
copies. It was afterwards sold to John Swaine.

The Bridgeport Republican, a weekly paper, com-
menced in 1830 by Edmund Fanton. This paper was
the predecessor of the Standard. About the year

1839, Mr. Faulou sold his printing material to A. A.
Pettengill.

The Bridgeport Chronicle, first published Sept. 9,

1848, by B. H. Munson, at the corner of State and
Water Streets. It was issued weekly, at one dollar per

annum, and enjoyed but a brief existence.

The same is true of the first Bridgeport Leader,

which was suspended after fifteen numbers. It was
edited by T. M. Clarke, subsequently editor of the

Winstead Herald, and published by the Bridgeport

Printing Company. The date upon its first number
is March 25, 1854.

The newspapers published in Bridgeport at the

present time are the Farmer, Democratic, Standard,

Republican, and the Morning News and Leader, inde-

pendent.

The first number of the Republican Farmer was
issued April 25, 1810, by Mr. Stiles Nichols, who had
removed from Danbury, where the paper had been

published under the same name since 1803. The first

coj)y of the Daily Farmer was printed Jan. 1, 1850,

by the late W. S. Pomeroy. The publication-office

and editorial-room of the Farmer, which were for

many years upon the corner of Wall and Water
Streets, have been recently removed to a more con-

venient location. No. 21 Fairfield Avenue (Waller's

Building), adjoining the railroad depot. Messrs.

James L. Gould and Henry B. Stiles are the proprie-

tors of this old-established journal, the former giving

special attention to the editorial, the latter to the

publication, department. The local editor is Mr.

Rufus A. Lyon.

The Republican Standard was commenced in the

year 1839 by A. A. Pettengill, who was both editor

and proprietor. In the spring of 1848, Julius S.

Hanover was admitted to an intere.st in the business,

and the firm-name was subsequently changed to Pet-

tengill & Hanover. In 1853 a tri-weekly edition was

begun, followed in 1854 by the publication of a daily.

In September, 1863, Mr. John D. Candee, formerly of

New Haven, became the successor of the firm of Pet-

tengill & Hanover, and Jan. 1, 1867, the Standard

Association was organized, with a capital stock of

sixty thousand dollars. At the present time the

paper is edited by Messrs. John D. Candee and George

C. Waldo, Alexander Wheeler having charge of the

business management and Louis C. Prindle the de-

partment of local news. The handsome brick build-

ing on the corner of Fairfield Avenue and Middle

Streets, owned and occupied by the Standard Asso-

ciation, was erected in 1870, at a cost of about thirty

thousand dollars.

Several attempts have been made at different times

to found a daily morning paper in Bridgeport,—a diffi-

cult task in any city, but especially so here on account

of the proximity of New York and the early hour at

which the metropolitan journals are received. The
Morning News, however, begun in 1879, seems to have

secured a foothold and to enjoy a fair share of public

favor. The publication-office is No. 324 Main Street.

Maj. Henry M. Hoyt is publisher, Arthur W. French

editor, and I. M. Witmeyer reporter.

The Leader, now in its ninth volume, is issued

every Wednesday and Saturday at No. 321 Water
Street. Franklin Sherwood is the editor and pro-

prietor. Special attention is given in its columns to

municipal aff"airs, the proceedings of the Common
Council, etc.

ODD-FELLOWS.

The society known as the Independent Order of

Odd-Fellows was first introduced into Connecticut,

and Quinnipiac Lodge, of New Haven, instituted,

Sept. 3, 1839. In April, 1840, Charter Oak Lodge,
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No. 2, of Hartford, and Middlesex Lodge, No. 3, of

East Haddam, were founded, followed, June 11, 1841,

by Pequonnock Lodge, No. 4, of Bridgei)ort, the peti-

tion for which was signed by George H. Johnson,

John M. "Wilson, Gilson Landon, Samuel L. Eldrcd,

and George Walters, all of this city. The first place

of meeting for Pequonnock Lodge was in a small room

in the upper story of No. 35 Wall Street, but in Jan-

uary, 1845, a larger hall was occupied, at No. 407

Water Street. Feb. 4, 1847, Arcanum Lodge, No. 41,

was instituted, its tirst officers being Ira Morse, N. G.
;

W. H. Lacey, V. G. ; W. H. Williams, Sec. ; L. C.

Shejiard, Treas. The place of meeting was the same

one occupied by Pequonnock Lodge, No. 407 Water

Street. For a number of years these lodges prospered

financially and numerically, but the interest having

declined, and secret societies generally being out of

favor with the jjublic, in 1856 Arcanum Lodge sur-

rendered its charter, and in 1860 its example was fol-

lowed by Pequonnock Lodge.

Steuben Lodge, No. 83, of this city, was instituted

April 1, 1867, and for a long time met at the old hall

on Water Street, but on July 9, 1879, having greatly

increased in membership and in funds, it removed to

its present elegant rooms in Stanton Block, State

Street. The charter of Pequonnock Lodge was re-

newed Feb. 2, 1869, on petition of Martin Conrad, F.

H. Stevens, J. L. Roberts, Ebenezer Wheeler, and

Lewis Sherman, former members. Its meetings were

held at first on Water Street, but in January, 1871, it

removed to the hall over the People's Savings Bank,

corner of Main and Bank Streets, and April 19, 1873,

to its present quarters, in the upper story of Bur-

roughs' Building, upon the corner of Main and John
Streets. These rooms were fitted up, furnished, fres-

coed, and carpeted very handsomely by the lodge, and

the hall is the largest occupied in this State by the

order. Arcanum Lodge, No. 41, was revived March

17, 1875, and at present meets in the hall of Pequon-

nock Lodge, while Lessing Lodge, No. 94, organized

Dec. 14, 1874, has always met over the People's Sav-

ings Bank, and, like its parent, Steuben Lodge, works

in the German language.

In the year 1876 it was thought advisable to begin

to hold meetings of the order in East Bridgej^ort, and
Harris Lodge, No. 99, was begun, October 27th of

that year, at No. 224 East Main Street (Barr's Block),

with thirty-eight members
;
but, a severe storm hav-

ing unroofed the building, the lodge removed to its

present rooms, upon East Washington Avenue, about

Jan. 1, 1877. Charity Lodge, No. 4, and Friendshij]

Lodge, No. 13, Degree of Rebekah, were instituted

May 7, 1870, and Feb. 13, 1874, the latter working in

the German language. Both these bodies are com-

posed of members of the other subordinate lodges and
their wives, and are in a flourishing condition.

Stratfield Encampment, No. 23, was instituted July

16, 1869, with seven charter members, and meets in

the hall of Pequonnock Lodge. The whole number

admitted to its membership is two hundrc'l and

thirty-one; present membcrshij) one hundred and

nineteen, including a battalion of about forty uni-

formed Patriarchs. Bridgeport Encampment, No.

22, was chartered May 17, 1870, and meets in the

hall of Steuben Lodge, on State Street. Its numer-

ical strength at the present time is ninety.

Each of the lodges and encani))nient^ makes its

own by-laws respecting the amount of admission fees

and weekly and funeral benefits.

The Mutual Aid Association, composed of Odd-

Fellows throughout the State, has at the present

time (August, 1880) four hundred and thirty-five

members in Bridgeport. It. pays ujion the death of a

member fifteen hundred dollars in one class, and five

hundred dollars in another class. There is also a

sick-benefit association in connection with Pequon-

nock and Arcanum Lodges, which pays five dollars

per week during sickness in addition to the regular

benefits paid by the lodge. Another mutual-aid as-

sociation ofmembers of these two lodges has at present

about one hundred names upon its roll, each one of

whom pays two dollars upon the death of any member

of the association.

In addition to the necessary expense of fitting up

lodges, rent, etc., there has been paid out for relief of

members of Bridgeport organizations since the re-

vival of the order in 1867 not far from eighteen thou-

sand dollars.

The whole number of persons admitted to member-

ship during the same period is about twelve hundred,

and the strength of the order in this place July 1,

1880, was as follows

:

Member- Funds ou
ship, hand.

Pequonnock Lodge, No. 4 S",r>'22

Arcauum " " 41 142 3,707

Steuben " " 83 223 5,176

Lessing: " " 94 71 102

S. H. Han-is " " 99 139 1,238

Total 894 517,845

At the same date the other branches of the order

reported the following membership and strength :

Member- Funds on
ship. hand.

Bridgeport Encampment 90 S»23
Stratfield " 119 1219

Friendship Lodge, D. of K 132 978
Charity " " 150 150

Total 491 S3170

These figures show that the aggregate amount of

funds on hand in the several lodges of the place was

twenty-one thousand and fifteen dollars, and that,

not including the encampments or Friendship and

Charity Lodges, the membership of the order em-
I braced about one-sixth of the voting population of

the city.

It should be also stated that, while pecuniary bene-

fits are a leading feature of Odd-Fellowship, they are

by no means the sole, or even the chief, end of the in-

stitution. Though not himself a member, the writer

is assured by those in whom he has full confidence

that it inculcates love for Him "in whom we live and
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move and have our being." It teaches gratitude to

the Creator, loyalty to our country and its laws, and

fraternity to our fellow-men.

Among the Bridgeport men who have been promi-

nent in the order are the late George S. Sanford, Avho

was elected Warden of the Grand Lodge in 1848, Grand

Master in 1849, and Grand Rej^resentative in 1850, and

Rev. J. M. Willey, D.D., former rector of St. John's

Church, who held the offices of Grand Chaplain, Grand

Master, and Representative. Rev. E. W. Maxcy, D.D.,

present rector of St. John's, is a member of Arcanum
Lodge, No. 41, and has been Chaplain of the Grand

Lodge for the past three years. Charles W. Smith,

of Pequonnock Lodge and Stratfield Encampment,

was elected Grand Patriarch in 1877, and is at present

Grand Representative ; and Thomas Stirling, of Ar-

canum Lodge, was chosen Grand Master of the Grand

Lodge of Connecticut in 1878, and in 1879 Represen-

tative for two years from that body to the Sovereign

Grand Lodge.
OKPHAN ASYLUM.

The BridgeiJort Protestant Orphan Asylum was or-

ganized Dec. 11, 1867, and incorporated May 6, 1868,

" for the purpose of relieving, supporting, and educat-

ing children who are friendless and desolate," Miss

Lydia R. Ward, Mrs. Eliza S. W. Jones, Mrs. Mary L.

Clai)p, and forty-seven other ladies being the incor-

poi'ators. The building now occupied as an asylum,

No. 119 Lafayette Street, between Atlantic and Greg-

ory Streets, was completed March 31, 1870, and cost

thirteen thousand dollars. The land upon which it

stands was the gift of Nathaniel Wheeler, Isaac H.

Whiting, and Francis Ives. A new building for hos-

pital purposes has just been completed at a cost of

one thousand dollars. The present number of in-

mates of the asylum is thirty-two, and the annual

expenses about two thousand five hundred dollars.

Officers of the institution are Miss Lydia R. Ward,

President ; Mrs. Edward Sterling, Vice-President

;

Mrs. S. B. Sumner, Chief Manager; Mrs. G. Ohne-

sorg, Recording Secretary ; Miss Henrietta Noble,

Corresponding Secretary; Miss Georgiana Gossling,

Treasurer ; Miss S. C. Ward, Provider ; Mrs. W. K.

Seeley, Assistant Provider ; Mrs. W. K. Seeley, Mrs.

D. M. Reed, Miss Sarah C. Ward, Standing Commit-

tee ; Nathaniel Wheeler, George Mallory, E. S. Haw-
ley, Edward Sterling, Clapp Spooner, William D.

Bishop, Trustees.

PAKKS.

An account has already been given of our beautiful

pleasure-ground by the seaside, and in the same con-

nection reference was made to the reservation of a

tract of land in East Bridgeport for a public park by

Messrs. Barnum and Noble in 1851. This land was

not formally transferred to the city until July 17,

1865, when deeds executed by P. T. Barnum and

William H. Perry were accepted by the Common
Council in behalf of the city, that body having been

duly authorized to take this action by a city meeting

held July 8th. At the same meeting of the Council

the name of Washington Park was given to the land,

an appropriation of one thousand dollars was made
for fencing, in addition to "the sum already raised by

I^rivate subscription, and William H. Perry, Charles

A. Hotchkiss, and Nathaniel Wheeler were appointed

commissioners for the care and improvement of the

park.

The proposed Beardsley Park is situated about one

mile north of Old Mill Green, and two and a half

miles from the county court-house, between the

Trumbull Road and Bunnell's Pond. It contains

some fifty acres, and its highest point is about one

hundred and five feet above tide-water.

By the following list it will be seen that Bridge-

port is well provided for in the matter of parks

:

Area in Estimated Annual cost of

acres. value. maintenance.
SeasiflePark 75 ^250,000 82500
Washington Park 4 100,000 500
Beardsley " 50 2ii,000 50ii

Old Mill Green 6 5,000 100

Total 135 $375,000 $3600

POLICE.

The police force of Bridgeport at the present time

consists of Chief William E. Marsh, Capt. George S.

Pratt, Sergt. Wm. J. Dorrance, and sixteen patrol-

men. There are also a police surgeon and thirty-

seven special officers for occasional duty when re-

quired. The annual expenses of the force, pay-roll,

etc., amount to about eighteen thousand dollars.

During the year ending March 1, 1880, eight hun-

dred and sixty-two arrests were made, one of which

was for murder, two hundred and thirty were for

drunkenness, and the remainder for a variety of

minor off"enses. Of the persons arrested, two hundred

and seventy-four were of American, and five hundred

and eighty-eight of foreign, birth. Stolen property

to the amount of three thousand five hundred dollars

was recovered during the year. The police head-

quarters have been for a number of years past in the

basement of the county court-house, hitherto a very

damp and unhealthy locality, but alterations to the

building are now in progress that will much improve

its sanitary condition.

The government of the police force is vested by the

city charter in a non-partisan board of four members,

with the mayor as presiding officer. Following is a

list of the board as at present constituted : Hon. Dan-

iel N. Morgan, President, ex-officio ; Charles K. Av-

erill, term expires April, 1881 ; Samuel C. Kingman,

term expires April, 1881 ; Frank C. Bennett, term

expires April, 1882 ; William B. Spencer, term ex-

pires April, 1882.

POPULATION.

The late Deacon Isaac Sherman, writing in 1860,

made the following estimate of the number of people

residing at diffisrent dates within the territory em-

braced in the city limits of Bridgeport

:
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Inhabitants.

1700 no
1800 'i''>0

1810 MO
1820 840

The first time that the census of Bridgeport was

taken separately was in 1810, before that time it

having been included with Stratford. Jeremiah W.
Beardsley was enumerator that year, and his original

return is still preserved. According to this there were

94 heads of families in the borough, and the total pop-

ulation, including a negro slave in the family of

Lieut. Salmon Hubbell, was 572. The population of

the adjoining towns at the same date was as follows

:

Stratford (not including the borough of Bridgeport),

2895; Fairfield, 4125; Trumbull, 1241. In 1820,

Bridgeport had increased in size to about 1200, and in

1830 to 2800. In 1840, Henry Edwards was enumera-

tor, and the number returned by him was 4570. In

1850 the late William K. Bunnell took the census, and

found 7558 inhabitants, of whom 832 resided upon

the east side of the river and 250 at North Bridge-

port. The number of colored persons making their

home in Bridgeport at that time was 286, and of for-

eigners 1493,—viz., born in Ireland, 1102; in Eng-

land, 188 ; in Germany, 138 ; from other countries,

65.

In 1860, George W. Lewis was enumerator, and the

population of the place was 13,299, having almost

doubled during the decade preceding. In 1870 the

census was taken under the supervision of the late

Philo F. Barnum, and showed 19,876 inhabitants, not

including the jjortion of territory annexed that year.

During the present year (1880) the census has been

taken under the supervision of Supervisor W. E. Dis-

brow, whose jurisdiction embraces Fairfield, Litch-

field, and New Haven Counties. By dividing the

territory into districts whose population does not ex-

ceed 2000, greater accuracy than ever before has been

attained. The present population of Bridgeport is

found to be 29,153, of whom 27,713 reside within the

city limits and 1440 beyond them. The number living

upon the west side of the river is 19,770, and in East

Bridgeport 9383. Careful investigation showed the

number of insane to be 27, and of idiots 17. There

were also found here 16 deaf and 9 blind persons and
53 paupers.

POST-OFFICE.

Following is a list of the postmasters in Bridgeport,

with dates of appointment, since the first establish-

ment of the office

:

Amos B. Fairman, appointed April 1, 1801.

Charles Bostwick, appointed Jan. 1, 1804.

Benjamin Bostwick, appointed July 1, 1806.

Charles Bostwick, appointed Oct. 1, 1808.

Jesse Sterling, appointed Sept. 15, 1810.

Stephen Lounsbury, Jr., appointed May 8, 1829.

Smith Tweedy, appointed Jan. 12, 1837.

Isaac Sherman, Jr., appointed April 12, 1841.

Philo F. Barnum, appointed Sept. 22, 1845.

George Wade, appointed July 16, 1849.

E. B. (Joodsell, appointed April 9, ]85;i

F. W. Smith, Jr., appointed May 16, 1861.

George F. Tracey, appointed April 16, 1869.

James E. Dunham, api)ointed Nov. 9, 1872.

Julius W. Knowlton, ai)pointed Oct. 15, 1875.

The mails were carried by stage-coach entirely until

about 1838; after that date in part by steamljoat until

1849, when the New York and New Haven Kailroad

was completed. The present post-ofiice. No. 39 Bank

Street, extending through to State Street, was first

occupied Aug. 5, 1864. The letter-carrier system

—

perhaps the greatest improvement since the office was

instituted—went into effect Sept. 15, 1879. A full

history of the office, written by Mr. R. B. Lacey, from

memoranda furnished by F. W. Smith, Esq., will be

found in the "Municipal Register" for 1877.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Before the vote of the town in 1876 placing all the

schools under the control of the Board of Education

there were eleven separate school districts, a great

deal of information concerning which may be found

in the "Municipal Register" for 1874, in the annual

reports of the Board of Education since consolidation,

and especially in a historical sketch by Superinten-

dent H. M. Harrington, published with the report

dated July 12, 1880.

"Under the district system, prior to consolidation,

the public schools of Bridgeport were confessedly in-

ferior to the general standard of schools in towns of

corresponding population, especially to those where

consolidation had been established. There was great

irregularity in attendance, an entire want of uni-

formity in school accommodations, in the course of

study, in the books, maps, and charts used, in the

qualifications and compensations of the teachers, in

the proficiency of the pupils, and in the expenditures

of the respective districts. In a word, all those evils

existed which must necessarily result from so many
disjointed systems running at random."*

The abolition of these districts and bringing the

schools into one harmonious system and under the

executive control of a single head was certainly one

of the most important events that ever took place in

the history of Bridgeport. The superintendent of

schools and the members of the Board of Education

are entitled to great credit for the marked improve-

ment in scholarship and in discipline already effected,

which in the short space of four years has placed the

public schools in Bridgeport upon an equal footing

with the best in Connecticut, if not in the country at

large. Still further progress in the future is con-

fidently expected. It is to be hoped, however, that as

vacancies occur in the Board only those who are well

qualified to fill them may be nominated, and that our

* Hon. J. C. Loomis, president of Board of Education, ReiKirt for vcar

ending July 9, 1877.
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best citizens will not refuse to accept these honorable

though onerous positions.

During the past year an appropriation has been

voted by the town and plans accepted for a new high-

school building, uj^on Congress Street, Golden Hill,

which, including the land, is expected to cost about

seventy thousand dollars, and will be, when com-

pleted, not only an ornament, but an institution of

great value, to the city.

The whole number of pujiils enrolled in the public

day schools at the present time is about 4500, Avith 91

teachers,—viz., 3 males and 88 females.

The amounts expended for the maintenance of

schools for the year ending July 13, 1880, were

:

For salaries of teachers and superintendent $44,765.56
" reiJairs to buildings 9,303.11
" janitors 2,668.78
" fuel 1,897.83
" miscellaneous items 2,701.34

Total expense fur the year $61,336.62

The Board of Education at this time is constituted

as follows : Julius S. Hanover, President ; Frederick

W. Zingsem, Vice-President; .Edward W. Marsh, Sec-

retary
;
Augustus H. Abernethy, Edward W. Marsh,

Thomas J. Synnott, Emory F. Strong, David Giiiand,

George N. French, Julius S. Hanover, Nathaniel

Wheeler, Frederick W. Zingsem, James Staples, Peter

W. Wren, George C. Waldo, Members of the Board;

H. M. Harrington, Superintendent of Schools.

SOCIETIES.

In addition to the Masons and the Odd-Fellows,

there are in Bridgeport more than fifty societies of

various descriptions holding regular meetings, and

some of them doing excellent work. Among them

are some fifteen different temj^erance organizations,

a Bible society, the Knights of Pythias and Knights

of Honor, a dramatic society, a medical association,

the St. George, Caledonian, Emmett, and other clubs,

the Fireman's Benevolent Association, the Ladies'

Charitable Society, a Society for Prevention of Cru-

elty to Animals, several military companies, and nu-

merous shooting, singing, and gymnastic associations
;

for a nearly complete list of which reference should

be made to the " City Directory" for the current year.

While many of these fraternities are well worthy of

extended notice, it is to be regretted that the limits

of this article allow only brief mention of two or three.

The Bridgeport Bible Society was organized Nov.

21, 1859, and is composed of delegates from some

twelve different churches, in each of which an annual

collection is taken up for the society. Many hundreds

of copies of the Scriptures have been distributed by-

its members and agents, and during the i^ast year the

city has been thoroughly canvassed and destitute

families supplied. The balance of the money raised

—about one thousand dollars per animm—has been

turned over either to the American or to the Con-

necticut Bible Society, to be used in publishing and

distributing the Scriptures elsewhere. Mr. S. M.

Middlebrook has been treasurer of the Bridgeport

Bible Society since its organization. Deacon George

Sterling, Deacon John W. Hinks, and Eev. G. B.

Day have successively held the office of president.

The BridgeiJort Society of Natural Science is an

incorporated body, formed for the j^urpose of original

research and the discussion of scientific topics. This

society was founded in July, 1877, and has now one

hundred and fifty members and a collection em-
bracing some fifteen hundred specimens of minerals,

insects, old documents, Indian relics, etc. Interesting

and valuable papers are read at its meetings upon
such topics as the Stone Age, Electricity, Magnetism,

Sound, Water, and the like, illustrated sometimes by
diagrams and often by original apparatus, constructed

by members. The officers of the society are : Rev. H.
N. Powers, D.D., President; George C.Waldo, Secre-

tary ; Thaddeus E. Peck, Treasurer ; Clarence Ster-

ling, Curator.

Elias Howe, Jr., Post, No. 3, of the Grand Army of

the Republic, was instituted April 25, 1867, and is

composed of honorably-discharged veterans who
served in the war of the Rebellion. The jiresent

commander is Lewis G. Logan
;
adjutant, George W.

Keeler. Comrade William E. Disbrow, of tliis post,

was for some time commander of the order for the

State of Connecticut.

The Bridgeport Society for the Prevention of Cru-

elty to Animals was organized in 1880, with many of

the best citizens of the place as members, and has

already effected a decided improvement in the treat-

ment of the lower animals. .Jacob Kiefer is president

of this excellent society, and Edgar S. Nichols super-

intendent.

STEAMBOATS.

Steamboat navigation was begun in Long Island

Sound about the year 1815, by Capt. Bunker, in the
" Fulton," who made the trip from New Haven to

New York once a week. The time occupied was
eleven hours, and the fare was six dollars. April 16,

1832, the steamer " Citizen," Capt. John Brooks, com-

menced running from Bridgeport to New York, and

in July, 1834, the " Nimrod," Capt. John Brooks, Jr.,

and the "Fairfield," Capt. Peck, were put upon the

same route.

The present Bridgeport Steamboat Company is the

successor of the Housatonic Transportation Company,

and was incorporated in December, 1865, under the

general joint-stock law, but in May, 1866, was granted

a special charter. The original capital was two

hundred and fifty thousand dollars, but the assets of

the company now amount to four hundred thousand

dollars. The boats owned by the company are three,

—viz., the " Bridgeport," 1062 tons, the "Laura,"

1098 tons, and the propeller " Vulcan," 250 tons.

Large quantities of freight are transported, and the

company appears to be doing a good business, though

the fare to New York is only thirty-five cents, or fifty

cents for the round trip. In September, 1879, the
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fast sailing steamer " Kosedale," owned by A. M. C.

Smith, of New York, was put upon this route as an

opposition boat, and has received a good share of the

public patronage.

The present otiicers of the Bridgeport Steamboat

Company are as follows : E. F. Bishop, President

;

Sydney Bishop, Vice-President ; William Tomlin,

Secretary ; S. Bishop, E. F. Bishop, S. W. Baldwin,

Samuel Wilmot, J. Richardson, Directors.

REPRESENTATIVES.

As already mentioned, the town of Bridgeport was

set ofl' from Stratford by an act of the Connecticut

Legislature passed in May, 1821. From 1822 to 1875

Bridgeport was entitled to but a single representative

in the Assembly. Since the latter date two repre-

sentatives have been chosen each year. Following is

a list of the gentlemen who have held this office

:

1822, Enoch Foote
; 1823, Joseph Backus

;
1824, William Feet; 1825, Wil

!iam D. Frost; 182G, Noah Plumb; 1827, Smith Tweedy; 1828,

Thomas C. Wordiii
;

182U, Smith Tweedy
;

1830, Samuel Simons

;

1831, Enoch Foote; 1832, Noah Plumb; 1833, Smith Tweedy; 1834,

Noah Plumb; 1835, Daniel 0. Wlieeler ; 1836, Smith Tweedy
; 1S37,

William S. Pomeroy ;
1838-30, Henry Dutton

; 1840, Joseph Thomp-
son; 1841, James Fitch; 1842, Abijah Hawley

;
1843, Sherwood Ster-

ling; 1844, Alexander Hamilton; 1845, Dwiglit Morris
; 1846, Joseph

F. Crosby
;
1847, Joshua Lord

; 1848, Henry T. Muggins
;
1840, Silas

C. Booth
;. 1850, William S. Pomeroy

;
1851-52, Wyllys Lyon

;
1853,

Joseph F. Crosby; 1854, Thomas H.Oakley; 1855, Silas C. Booth;

1856, James C. Loomis ; 1857, Philo C. Calhoun
; 1858, Amos S. Treat

;

1859, Allison A. Pettingill
; 1860, James C. Loomis

; 1861, George W.
Bacon; 1862, .\mos S. Treat ; 1803, Russell Tomlinson ; 18C4, Dwight

Monis; 186.5,Samuel Larkin; 1860, Nathaniel Wheeler; 1867, George

Mallory
;
1868, Nathaniel Wheeler; 1860, Amos S. Treat; 1870, Na-

thaniel Wheeler
; 1871, William D. Bishop; 1872, Natlianiel Wheeler;

1873, Goodwin Stoddard; 1874, Robert Hubbard; 1875, Caikis Cur-

tiss, David B. Lockwood
;
1870, Robert Hubbard, George W. Bacon

;

1877, Carlos Curtiss, George W. Bacon
;
1878, Phineas T. Barnum,

Stepheh Nichols: 1879, Phineas T. Baruuni, Amos S. Treat; 1880,

Dwight Morris, John Sexton.

CHAPTER XIV.

BEIDGEPOKT (Continned).

CATALOGUE OF UNION VOLUNTEERS, RESIDENTS
OF BRIDGEPORT, WHO ENLISTED IN CONNECTI-
CUT REGIMENTS DURING Tllb: REBELLION.

This list is based upon the " Catalogue of Connec-

ticut Volunteer Organizations" published by the State

in 1869, but contains only the names of the original

members of the several regiments.

FIRST REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Richard Fitzgibbons, captain; com. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, ISGl.

Henry M.Hoyt,fli-st lieutenant; com. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31,1861.

William A. Lee, second lieutenant; com. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31,

1861.

F. M. Fairchild, sergeant; enl. April 2.3, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Horace T. Hanford, sergeant; enl. April 23, 1861; disch. July 31, 1861.

Daniel J. West, sergeant; enl. April 23, 1801; disch. July 31, 1861.

Philo B. Sherman, sergeant; enl. April 23, 1861; disch. July 31, 1861.

R.)bert li. Gage, corporal ; ehl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

.\ddis E. Payue, corporal; enl. April 23, 1861; disuh. July 31, 1801.

James H. Hurlbiirt, corporal ; enl. Apiil 23, 18C1; miming at Bull Ban,

July 21,1861.

John Waters, corporal : enl. Ajuil 23, IKOl ; dirtch. July 31, 1861.

William H. Andrews, musician ; enl. April 23, 1801 ; furnished KubHtitut«,

May 7, IKOl.

William S. Ward, musician ; enl. April 2.3, 1861 ; disi li. July .31,1861.

Robert D. Kelley, musician ; enl. May 7, 1861 ; discli. July 31, 1861.

William H. Andrews, enl. June 15, 1861 ; di.sch, July 31, 1801.

Charles A. Beardsley, enl, April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Theodore Bowman, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

David P. Bennett, enl. April 23, 1861; disch. July 31, 1801.

Philo M. Beers, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Richard Brown, enl. April 23, 1861; discli. lor disability, July 7, 1801.

Eli N. Baldwin, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

William Bestick, enl. April 23, 1861; disch. July .31, 1861.

William F. Banks, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, IKOl.

William E. Baldwin, enl. Apill 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Albert B. Clark, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Thomas Case, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Charles W. Coley, enl. April 23, 1801; disch. for disability, June 1.5,1801.

William H. Cooley, enl. April 23, 1861; disch, July 31, 1861.

John B, Dunning, enl. April 23, 1801; disch. July 31, 1801.

Bernard Eberbardt, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Gurdon J. Fox, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Frederick P. Godfrey, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch, July 31, 1861.

Charles H. Grogan, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Benjamin Green, enl. April 23, 1861; disch. July 31, 1801.

Frank Hogue, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Lucius L. Hull, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Alonzo Hayes, enl. April 23, 1861; disch. July 31, 18(il.

Frederick Holmes, enl. April 23, 1861; missing at battle of Bull Run,

July 21, 1861.

George H. Hill, enl. April 23, 1801 ; furnished substitute, June 1, 1801.

Franklin Hotchkiss, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Herman N. Hastiug.s, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Henry Judson, enl. April 23, ISGl
;
missing at battle of Bull Run, July

21, 1861.

Orris S. Jennings, enl. April 23, ISOI ; Oiscli. July 31, 1801.

Edfion C. Jennings, enl. A]u il .3, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Joseph B. King, enl. Ajuil 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Luther W. Lewis, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31 , 1801.

Bennet S. Lewis, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

John Laurie, enl. Apiil 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, ISOl.

George A, Munson, enl. June 1, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Richard Mason, enl. April 23, 1861; disch. July 31, 1801.

John J. McCarty, eul. April 23, 1861
;
missing at battle of Bull Run, July

21, 1861.

Alonzo S, Morgan, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Charles H. Marsh, enl, April 23, 1801 ; disch, July 31, 1861.

Lewis Marshall, enl, April 23, 1801; disch. July 31, 1861.

George A. Mayne, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Theodore Morris, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Edwin H. Nearing, enl. May 2, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Frederick E. Nearing, enl. Apiil 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

William H, Parker, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Charles H. Peet (1st), enl. April 28, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Charles H. Peet (2d), enl, April 28, 1861; disch, .Tuly 31, 1861.

Edwell Page, enl. April 23, 1861 ; diticli. July 31, 1801.

J. V. K. Page, enl. April 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Charles E, D. Patterson, enl. April 23, 1861 ; furnished substitute May 2,

1861.

Oscar Piatt, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch July 31, 1861.

Edgar Squires, enl. .\piil 23, LSOl ; disch, July 31, 1,^61.

W. H. Stillm.an, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Charles Smith, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch, July 31, 1861.

Theodore Smith, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Frederick Smith, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31,1861.

Horace Stoddard, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

David G, Sliepard, enl, Ajuil 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

George H. Sherman; enl, April 23, 1801; disch. July 31, 1801.

George Thompson, enl, .\pril 23, 1801 ; disch. July 31. l.-^Ol.

Benjamin B. Tuttle, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31,1861.

Rosamond Vizir, enl. Apiil 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Allen Webb, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861,

George L. W.Williams, enl. April 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Lumiin Williams, enl. .\pril 23, 1861; disch. July 31, 1861.

Thomas S. White, enl. Apii) 23, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.
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Casper Wurm, enl. April 23, 18C1 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Jolin Speidel, captain ; com. April 22,1801; pro. to lieutenant-colonel;

disch. July 31, 1801.

John Holzer, first lieutenant ; com. April 22, 1801
;
pro. to captain ; disch.

July 31, 1861.

George Louis, second lieutenant ; com. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31,

1861.

Hen-v Biebel, sergeant; enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Lec "jng, sergeant ; enl. April 22, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

George Sclieib, sergeant; enl. April 22,1801; disch. July 31, 1801.

lorenz Jacobs, sergeant; enl. April 22, 1801; disch, July 31, 1861.

Ignaz Schuer, corporal ; enl. April 22, 1861 ; disch. for disability, June 14,

1861.

Charles Rohrbach, corporal ; enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Philip Hafner, corporal ; enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch, July 31, 1801.

Martin Nowey, corporal ; enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. for disability, April

24, 1801.

Julius Hofer, musician ; enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Valentine From, musician ; enl. April 22, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

A. Ahrenholz, enl. April 22, 1801; disch. July 31, 1801.

Jacob Arnold, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Charles Bayer, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Henry Behning, enl. April 22, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Charles Biebel, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

George Buelter, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Emil Dietrich, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Heinrich Drescher, enl. April 22, 1801; disch. July 31, 1801.

John P. Gocren, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Gustave Grunert, enl. April 22, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Eochus Hartung, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Louis Held, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Peter Herting, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. for disability, April 24, 1801.

Freidrich Helzet, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Franz Hill, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Friedrich Haux, enl. April 22,1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

John Jacob Haux, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

John C. Koch, enl. April 22, 1861 ; disch. for disability, April 24, 1861.

Kudolph Kost, enl. April 22, 1861; disch. July 31, 1801.

Adolph Kumerier, enl. April 22, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Frank Lehman, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. for disability, April 24, 1801.

Albert Mertens, enl. April 22, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

George Nagel, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Charles Kenepp, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

William Rixenger, enl. April 22, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Nicholas Sanger, enl. April 22, 1801 ; taken prisoner at the battle of Bull

Run, July 21, 1861.

Louis Schaefer, enl. April 22, 1861; disch. July 31, 1861.

Joseph Schmedel, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Henry Schuetinger, enl. April 22, 1801 : disch. July 31, 1801.

Andreas ITnfried, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

William Volz, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Charles Walter, enl. April 22, 1801 ;
pro. fli-st lieutenant; taken prisoner

at the battle of Bull Run ; disch. Aug. 21, 1802.

Henry Werner, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Andreas Wnerck, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

John Wolff, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Peter Wolff, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

William Wolter, enl. April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Franz Woolziefer, enl. April 22, 1801; disch. July 31, 1861.

SECOND REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

H. Bnins, enl. May 7, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 7, 1801.

THIRD REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Frederick Fi'ye, captain; com. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Sylvester H. Gray, first lieutenant; com. May 11, 1861; disch. Aug. 12,

1861.

Eliott M. Curtis, second lieutenant; com. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12,

1861.

Henry G. Doane, sergeant; enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

John H. Porter, sergeant: enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

David C. De Forest, sergeant; enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

David L. Eaton, sergeant; enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Walter H. Seeley, corporal; enl. May 11, 1801; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Elijah C. Dunning, corporal; enl. Miiy 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Edgar A. Peck, corporal; enl. May 11, 1861 ; dis.h. Aug. 12, 1801.

William H. Allen, enl. May 11, 1861; discli. Aug. 12, 1861.

John C. Baylis, enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Richard R. Crawford, enl. June 21, 1861 : disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

William P. Carritt, enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Charles H. Crandall, enl. May 11, 1801; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Pierce D. Colburu, enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

John Delaney, enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

George Dart, enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Louis Gates, enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

John Gorman, enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

,
Patrick Holton, enl. May 11, 1861; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

' James Kennedy, enl. May 11, 1861 ; taken prisoner at the battle of Bull

Run, July 21, 1861.

Simeon S. Knapp, enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Edward Lyon, enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

William A. Marsh, enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Robert Macque, enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Martin Murphy, enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. A>ig. 12, 1861.

Alfred G. Mollau, enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

John M. Mayne, enl. May 11, 1801; disch. Aug. 12,1861.

George O'Brien, enl. May 11, 1861
;
missing at the battle of Bull Run,

July 21, 1861.

George R. Peck, enl. May 11, 1861 ; diseh. Aug. 12, 1861.

John T. Piatt, enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Henry J. Ruggles, enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

John P. Smith, enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

John H. Selleck, enl. May 11, 1801: missing at battle of Bull Run, July

21,1801.

Theodore A. Smith, enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Stephen D. Skidmore, enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

George S. Webb, enl. May 11, 1801; disch, Aug. 12, 1801.

Alfred Williams, enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch, Aug, 12, 1861.

Theodore T. Winton. enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Samuel H. White, enl. May 11. 1861; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Steplien Wagner, enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

FIRST SQUADRON CONNECTICUT CAVALRY.

William H. Mallory, captain ; com. July 26, 1861 ;
pro. to major.

Frederick C. Bowman, corporal ; enl. Aug. 3, 1861.

FIRST REGIMENT CAVALRY, CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Louis N. Middlebniok, captain ; com. Nov. 20, 1861 ; res. Nov. 21, 1862.

Richard R.Crawford, first lietitenant; com. Nov, 26,1801 ; trans, to U.S. A.,

Dec. 0, 1861 ; killed at Gettysburg, July 3, 1863,

John W, Clark, quartermaster-sergeant ; enl, Nov, 2, 1801 ; re-etil, Jan.

19. 1804; first lieutenant; killed March 1.5,1805.

George 0 Marcy, sergeant; enl. Nov. 2, 1801
;
pro. to major; disch. Nov.

4, 1804.

Augustus N.Wood, sergeant; enl. Nov. 2, 1801 ;
discharged ; enl. in U. S. A.

Nov. 9, 1802.

Joseph B. King, coi-poral ; enl. Nov. 2, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 17, 1803 ; must,

out Aug. 2, 1805.

Samuel W. Hawley, corporal ; enl. Nov. 20, 1801 ; first lieutenant, Jan, 18,

1804; disch. Aug. 10, 1804.

Frederick Curtis, saddler; enl. Nov. 2, 1861; re-enl. Jan. 4, 1804; must.

out Aug. 2, 1865.

Comfort H. Bogue, enl. Oct. 26, 1861 : disch. Oct. 27, 1864.

H. A. Barraclough, enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; disch. Nov. 11, 1864.

John W. Booth, enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; disch. Nov. 2, 1804.

James Birchard, enl. Nov. 25, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 17, 1863; mu.st. out Aug.

2, 1865.

Frederick Gushing, enl, Dec, 26, 1861 ; disch. Sept, 10, 1862.

William Degarmo, enl. Nov. 2, 1861; disch. Nov. 2, 1802.

John B. Dunning, enl. Nov. 2, 1861; disch. for disability, Nov. 9, 1863.

Henry I. Flint, enl. Nov. 20, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 17, 1803 ; must, out Aug.

2, 1805.

Charies E. Gilbert, enl, Nov, 2, 1801; disch, for disability, Feb, 5, 1863.

Derenzel Hall, enl. Nov, 2, 1801 : disch. for disability, Sept. 20, 1802.

George W. Hall, enl. Nov. 2, 1801 ; enl. in U. S. A., Nov. 10, 1802.

Joseph Heaton, enl. Nov, 2, 1861 ; died at Salisbury, N, C, Dec, 4, 1864,

: Franklin Hull, enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; re-eul. Feb. 24, 1864 ; must, out Aug.

2, 1865.

Calvin J. Lathrop, enl. Nov. 20, 1861 ; disch. for disability, March 27,

1802.

Robert H. Marvin, enl. Nov, 2, 1801 ; disch. Nov. 2, 1804.

William H. Parker, enl, Nov, 2, 1801; re-enl. Dec. 17,1863; must, out

Aug. 2, 1865.

George L. Robinson, enl. Nov, 2, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Feb. 1, 1802.
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Jesse A. KandaU, enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Feb. 18, 1862.

Henry B. Sherman, enl. Nov. 2, 1861
;
discharged ; cnl. in U. S. A., Nov.

7, 1862.

Charles L. Simons, enl. Nov. 2, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 2, 18G5.

Peter Seman, enl. Nov. 21, 1861: re-enl. Aug. 24, 1864; must, out Aug.

2, 18G5.

George S. Stratton, enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; disch. Nov. 2, 1864.

0. W. Treadwell, enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; disch. for disability, June 25, 1862.

Benjamin B. Tuttle, enl. Nov. 20,1801; re-enl. Dec. 17,180.3; pro. to

captain ; must, out Aug. 2. 1865.

Arthur H. Mlieeler, enl. Nov. 14, 1861; re-enl. Dec. 17, 186.3; must, out

Aug. 2, lS(i5.

George W. Wight, enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Nov. 10, 1862.

Frank A. Wood. enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; disch. Nov. 2, 1804.

Nathaniel H. Young, enl. Nov. 20, 1801 ; disch. Oct. 4, 1862.

FIKST LIGHT BATTERY.

John R. Hull, artificer; enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 29, 1863 ; must, out

July 24, 1865.

Alexander Doran, enl. Nov. 14, 1861 ; disch. Nov. 13, 1864.

Luther G. Riggs, enl. Oct. 26,1861; disch. Aug. 21,1802; captain 22d

Regt. Conn. Vols.

Jonathan Kiggs, enl. Oct. 26, 1861 : disch. for disability, July 18, 1802.

Ebenezer Wakeley, enl. Nov. 14, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 19, 1863 ; must, out

June 11, 1865.

SECOND LIGHT BATTERY.

John W. Sterling, captiun ; com. July 22, 1802 ; disch. Nov. 24, 1864.

Walter S. Hotchkiss, first lieutenaut ; com. July 22, 1802
;
pro. to captain

;

must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Philip B. Segee, first lieutenant; com. July 29, 1802; res. Jan. 5, 1863.

George Hunger, second lieutenant ; com. July 29, 1802; pro. to fii-st lieu-

tenant; disch. for disability, Nov. 10, 1864.

Philo B. Sherman, second lieutenant; com. July 28, 1862; res. Jan. 13,

1864.

Frank H. Whiting, quartermaster-sergeant; enl. Aug. 13, 1862; pro. to

first lieutenaut ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Miles Gray, first sergeant; enl. Aug. 5, 1802; pro. to first lieutenant;

must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

Justus B. Hawley, sergeant ; enl. July 30, 1802 ;
pro. to second lieuten-

ant ; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

Henry K. Chaffee, sergeant ; enl. Aug. 7, 1862
;
pro. to second lieutenant;

must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

Willis M. Benham, sergeant ; enl. July 29, 1802 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Edward B. Jones, sergeant ; enl. Aug. 5, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Willard E. Root, sergeant ; eul. Aug. 1, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

Walter K. Mills, sergeant; eul. Aug. 16, 1862; disch. Aug. 4, 1863, to

enter 17th Conn. Vol.

Frederick A. Booth, corporal ; enl. July 30, 1862; disch. Feb. 10, 1863.

Myron H. White, corporal ; enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

George N. Wilson, corporal ; enl. July 30, 1802 ; must, out Aug 9, 1805.

Frederick Holmes, corporal ; enl. Aug. 5, 1862 ; died .Tan. 4, 1805.

John B. Boughton, corporal; enl. July 29, 1802; disch. for disability,

June 9, 1805.

William E. Francisco, corporal ; enl. July 29, 1802 ; must, out Aug. 9,

1865.

Tylee W. Hartshorne, corporal ; enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; died Aug. 1, 1803.

John Lewis, corporal, enl. Aug. 2, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

William Seymour, corporal ; enl. Aug. 5, 1802; disch. June 0, 1803.

William W. Stevens, corporal; enl. Aug. 4, 1802; trans, to Inv. Corps,

July 1, 1863.

Frederick 0. Seeley, corporal; enl. Aug. 6, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

Ebenezer Tracey, corporal ; enl. Aug. 6, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

John D. Mead, musician ; enl. July 30, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

George A. I'arkington, musician ; enl. Aug. .5, 1862 ; nuist. out Aug. 9,

1865.

Daniel W. Hawley, artificer; enl. Aug. 2, 1862; must out Aug. 9, 1865.

William W. Naramore, artificer; eul. Aug. 12, 1862; disch. April 4,

1863.

A. C. Spencer, artificer; enl. Aug. 2, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

Garrett J. Vanness, artificer; enl. Aug. 5, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Burr Robertson, artificer; enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Peter Petersen, artificer; eul. Aug. 16, 1862; trans, to Inv. Corps, Feb.

15, 1864.

George A. Stockwell, guidon
; enl. July 30, 1862 ; mutt, out .\ug. 9, 1865.

Phineas E. Austin,* enl. Aug. 9, 1802.

Herbert C. Beecher, enl. July 29, 1862; nuisf. out Aug. 9, lS'i5.

Levi Barnum, enl. Aug. 5, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 186.9.

Wm. P. Burroughs, enl. Aug. 5, 1802; must, out Aug. 9, 186.5.

Chas. D. L. liwrrougbH, enl. Aug. 5, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

George HeiK^dict, enl. July 31, 1K62 ; mutit. out Aug. 9, 1865.

Thomas (Jonner, enl. Aug. 16, 1802; disch. May 23, 1864.

: Lyman A. Clark, enl. Aug. 16, 1802; died Aug. 21, 1804.

' Edward Chapin, enl. Aug, 2, 1802 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

James W, Cowan, enl. July 30, 1862; must, out Aug, 9, 1865.

.John A. Cosier, enl. Aug. 6, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Theodore Colston, enl. Aug. 6, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

John Clary, enl. Aug. 2, 1862; died Oct. 11, 1864.

William M. Evitts,* enl. July 30, 1862.

William R. French, enl. July 29, 1862 ; disch. for disability, June 13, 180.5.

James E. Faircbild, enl. Aug. 4, 1802; trans, to Inv. Corps, Feb. 15,1864.

John G. Fowler, enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Charles Gibson, enl. Aug. .5, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Patrick Gallagher, enl. July 30, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Jotham S. Green, enl. Aug. 4, 1862
;
njust. out Aug. 9, 1865.

William H. Gordon, enl. Aug. 13, 1862 ; disch. for disability, June 9, 1805.

Henry Hubbell,* enl. July 29, 1802.

George H. Hill, enl. Aug. 0, 1802 ; died Feb. 27, 1865.

Edward A. Holste, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; disch. June 19, 1864.

David A. Hodge, enl. Aug. 5, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1«05.

Wm. II. Hotchkiss, cnl. Aug. 5, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Henry W. Hart, enl. Aug. .5, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Peter Haefner, enl. Aug. 13, 1802; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

j

Patrick Hayes, enl. July 30, 1802; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

t Garritt C. Hogan,* enl. Aug. 11, 1862.

Theron M. Holcomb, enl. Aug. 4, 1802; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Frederick A. Johnson, enl. Aug. 5, 1862; disch. Oct. 29, 1863.

John Johnson, enl. July 30, 1802; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Charles Krapp, eul. July 30, 1802; must. out. Aug. 9, 1805.

William Keller, enl. Aug, 4, 1802 ; disch, June 15, 1863,

Thomas Kelley,* enl, Aug. 12, 1862,

Edmund T, King, enl, July 24, 1802; must, out Aug, 9, 1865.

Hezekiah Lockwood, enl, Aug, 4, 1862 ; must, out Aug, 9. 1865,

Jared Lewis, enl, Aug, 6, 1862 ; must, out July 5, 1865,

Harmon Lane, enl, Aug. 6, 1802 ; must, out Aug, 9, 1805,

David B, Lockwood, enl, Aug. 2, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Benjamin F. Lewis, enl. Aug, 18, 1862 ; disch, for disability, Jan, 16, 1863.

Henry B, Meyers, enl, Aug, 10, 1862; died June 20, 1805,

S, H, Middlebrook, enl, July 31, 1802; must, out Aug, 9, 1805,

C, R, Merrills, enl, Aug. 2, 1862; disch. April 13. 1863.

Martin Mason, enl. Aug. 1, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

George W. Meyers, enl. Aug. 5, 1802: must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

William A. Maynard, enl. Aug. 5, 1802; disch. March 31, 1863.

John S. Mills, enl. July 30, 1862; killed April 9, 1805.

Hiram Manville, enl. Aug. 4, 1802; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

N. B. Middlebrook, eul. July 30,1802; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Frank T. Morehouse, enl. Aug. 4, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Samuel M. Morris, enl. Aug. 5, 1802; disch. for disability, June 9, 1865.

Sylvester Nichols, enl. Aug. 6, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Harry Organ,* enl. Aiig. 12, 1862.

Jerome R. Palmer, enl. July 24, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

George B. Peck, enl. Aug. 6, 1802; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Samuel Peck, enl. Aug. 16, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Norman Piatt, enl. Aug. 5, 1862 ; nnist. out Aug. 9, 1865.

William R. Palmer, enl. Aug. 5, 1862; must, out Aug 9, 1865.

Charles W. Rowe, enl. Aug. 5, 1802 ; must, out \ug. 9, 1865.

Rushmore Raynor, enl. July 30, 1802 ; must, out .\ug. 9, 1 805.

Angevine Rodgers, enl. Awg. 4, 1862; disi-b. March IS, 1863.

William Riexinger, enl. July 22, 1802 ; must, out .\ug. 9, 1865.

David Sterling, enl. Aug. 0, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

William M. Skinner, enl. Aug. 7, 1802; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

David G. Silliman, enl. July 29, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

John W. Stoddard, enl. Aug. 6,1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1S(>5.

Charles W. Scarritt, enl. July 31, 1862; must, out .\ug. 9, 1865.

Charles H. Speer, eul. Aug. 5, 1862 ; must, out .\ug. 9, 18a'>.

AVyllys H. Stillman, enl. Aug. 4, 1862 ; disch. June 17, 1804.

George C. Scarritt, ehl. July 31, 1862; disch. Dec. 21, 1863.

Joseph Sedden, enl. July 25, 1862; disch. 1862.

Samuel B. Spinning, enl. Aug. 2, 1862; disch. March 30, l.<63.

,
Joseph Stewart,* enl. Aug. 4, 1862.

Daniel J. Talman, eul. Aug. 13, 1862 ; must, out .\ug. 9. 1865.

Fergus Truman, enl. Aug. 5, 1862 ; must, out .\ug. 9, 186.").

Samuel H.White, enl. ,\ug. 5, 1S62 : transferieil to Inv. Corjis, J,au. 5,

1804.
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James G. Wood, enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; died April 19, 1803.

Benjamin Williams, enl. July 28, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

David Williams, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Edward J. Watson, enl. Aug. 5, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Allen Webb, enl, Aug. 6, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Charles H, White, enl. Aug. 9, 1862; disch. Oct. 18, 1864.

John Wade, enl. Aug. 5, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

William H. Wilson, enl. Aug. 5, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

FIRST REGIMENT HEAVY ARTILLERY, CONNECTICUT VOL-
UNTEERS.

Uriah Wallace, captain; com. March 12, 1862; res. May 23, 1802.

Charles W. Gleason, second lieutenant; com. March 12, 1862 ; res. June
4, 1862.

William W. Pardee, first sergeant; enl. March 1, 1802; pro. to first lieu-

tenant; must, out March 11, 1865.

John Andrews, sergeant; enl. Feb. 6, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 15, 1864; must,

out Sept. 25, 1865.

Byron Athington, sergeant; enl. Feb. 7, 1802 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864; disch.

June 5, 1865.

Hiram Taylor, sergeant ; enl. Feb. 4, 1862 ; disch. Feb. 4, 1865.

George F. Blinn, corporal ; enl. Feb. 7, 1862 ; disch. for disability, May 15,

1864.

Henry Baker, coi-poral ; enl. Feb. 4,1862; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864; pro. to

second lieutenant ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

John Beck, corporal ; enl. Feb. 4, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 15, 1864 ; must, out

Sept. 25, 1865.

William Bestick, corporal; enl. Feb. 4, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864; must,

out Sept. 25, 1865.

Montgomery Egbert, corporal; enl. Feb. 4,1862; re-enl. Feb. 5,1864;

must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

Henry Hubbell, corporal; enl. March 12,1802; re-enl. Feb. 15, 1864;

must, out Sept. 25, 1805.

George F. Abbey, enl. March 4,1802; re-enl. Feb. 5,1864; must, out

Sept. 25, 1865.

William H. Anderson, enl. March 10, 1862 ; died Aug. 4, 1863.

George Athington, enl. Feb. 4, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864 ; must, out Sept.

25, 1865.

James Barry, enl Feb. 18, 1862 ; died Feb. 29, 1864.

Chai les B. Baldwin, enl. March 11, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864; must, out

Sept. 25, 1805.

Henry Booth, enl. Feb. 4, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864 ; must, out Sept. 25,

1865.

Franklin Boynton, enl. Feb. 21, 1862.

Edward Collins, enl. Feb. 4, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864 ; must, out Sept.

25, 1865.

Joseph H. Cooke, enl. Feb. 21, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1804.

Charles H. Crandall, enl. Feb. 12, 1802; re-enl. Feb. 15, 1804; must, out

Sept. 25, 1865.

Simon Cronenberger, enl. March 4,1802; disch. fur disability, Sept. 13,

1802.

W.M.Dickinson, enl. March 1,1802; re-enl. Feb. 5,1864; must, out

Sept. 25, 1865.

Jacob Dietrick, enl. Feb. 25, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1804 ; must, out Sept.

25, 18C5.

William C. Dowd, enl. Feb. 18, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5,1864; must, out Sept.

25, 1865.

William E. Durfee, enl. Feb. 12, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864 ; must, out

Sept. 25, 1865.

Hanford B. Edwards, enl. Feb. 4, 1862; disch. Feb 4, 1865.

Isaac L. Eldred^ enl. Feb. 4, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864; must, out Sept.

25, 1865.

William French, enl. Feb. 4, 1864 ; re-enl. Fell. 5, 1864 ; must, out Sept.

25, 18Qa.

Woolsey French, enl. Feb. 21, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 15, 1864; must, out Sept.

25, 1805.

John Fitzgibbons, enl. March 0, 1862.

Frederick P. Godfrey, enl. March 4, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5,1864; must, out

Sept. 26, 1865.

Alpheus C. Godfrey, enl. Feb. 18, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1804; must, out

Sept. 25, 1805.

James W. Hanford, enl. Feb. 7, 1802; disch. Feb. 2, 1805.

William Hubbell, enl. Feb. 4, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1804; must, out Sept.

25, 1805.

John Hunt, enl. Feb. 25, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864.

George W. Lovejoy, enl. Feb. 11, 1802; disch. for disability, March 27,

1862.

Thomas McMullen, enl. March 4, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 6, 1864; died Aug.

31, 1804.

Simon Morgan, enl. Feb. 21, 1802; disch. for disability, March 4, 1863.

Horace Page, enl. March 5, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 10, 1804 ; must, out Sept.

25, 1865.

Charles M. Squires, enl. Feb. 4, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5,1864 ; must, out Sept.

25, 18C5.

Gilbert S. Street, enl. Feb. 10, 1862; disch. for disability, Dec. 18, 1802.

Charles Taylor, enl. March 4, 1802; died Aug. 22, 1862.

Robert Thorp, enl. March 4, 1802; re-enl. Feb. 15, 1864; must, out Sept.

25, 1805.

Osmer B. Wells, enl. Feb. 25, 1862; disch. for disability, June 27, 1862.

' John Young, enl. Feb. 4, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864 ; must, out Sept. 25,

1865.

Frederick S. Canfield, enl. May 22,1861; disch. for disability, Oct. 14,

1861.

William Mclntire, enl. May 22, 1861.

Charles W. Stewart, enl. May 22, 1861 ; disch. May 22, 1864.

William Conley, enl. May 23, 1861 ; disch. May 22, 1804.

William W. Baughan, enl. May 22,1801; re-enl. Nov. 16,1803; must, out

Sept. 25, 1865.

James F. Lowber, enl. Feb. 27, 1861 ; disch. for disability, April 1, 1862.

FIFTH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Andrew J. Gilson, en!. July 22, 1861
;
pro. to assistant surgeon, Jan. 20,

1863; must, out July 19, 1865.

James Gilbert, musician ; enl. July 23, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 16, 1802.

Joseph W North, musician ; enl. July 23, 1801 ; must, out Aug. 16, 18(i2.

Otis F.Porter, mnsiciau; enl. July 22, 1861; re-enl. Dec. 21, 1803 ; must.

out July 19, 1865.

Luther M. Morehouse, corporal ; enl. July 23, 1801 ; disch. July 22, 1804.

William E. Beers, enl. July 22, 1861 ; disch. July 22, 1864.

Thomas E. Benedict, enl. July 22, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 21, 1863 ; must, out

July 19, 1865.

Charles B. Rogers, enl. July 22, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Jan. 5, 1803.

i Philip L. WillianLs, eul. July 22, 1861; trans, to Inv. Corps, Septem-

ber, 1863.

John Dewitt,* enl. July 22, 1861.

John T. Harris,* enl. July 22, 1861.

Joel F. Selleck, enl. July 22, 1861 ; disch. for disability. May 31, 1862.

Chauncey A. Sharp,* enl. July 22, 1861.

SIXTH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

! John Speidel, major; com. Sept. 13, 1861; pro. to lieutenant-colonel;

transferred to Inv. Corps, July 20, 1803.

Henry Biebel, captain; com. Sept. 9,1801; disch. March 12, 1805.

George Louis, first lieutenant ; com. Sept. 9, 1801 ; res. April 14, 1864.

Rudolph Kost, second lieutenant; com. Sept. 9, 1861 ; disch. March 13,

1865.

George Soder, sergeant; eul. Sept. 9, 1861; pro. to captain; disch. Sept.

11, 1864.

Andrew Wnnk, corporal; enl. Sept. 9, 1861; mnst. out Aug 21, 1865.

John Hamburger, wagoner; enl. Sept. 9, 1861; disch. Sept. 8, 1864.

Thomas Craw, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-cnl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; must, out Aug. 21,

1865.

Leonard Becker, enl. Sept. 9, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1803 ; must, out Aug.

21, 1805.

William Gibner, enl. Sept. 9, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 18(,4.

Ruchus Hartung, enl. Sept. 9, 1861; disch. Sept. 11, IM.
Henry Haupt, enl. Sept. 9, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1803; must, out Aug.

21, 1805.

Frederick Keller, enl. Sept. 9, 1861; discharged; enl. U. S. A., Dec. 15,

1862.

Christian Kohlei-s, enl. Sept. 9, 1801: disch. Sept. 11, 1804.

August Loescher, enl. Sept. 9, 1801 ;
missing Aug. 16, 1804.

Jacob Reininger, enl. Sept. 9, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

Gustave Schmidt, enl. Sept. 9, 1861 ; died of wounds, Aug. 12, 1803.

Frederick Speer, eul. Sept. 9, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; must, out Aug.

21, 1805.

John Unfried, enl. Sept. 9, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863; must, out Aug. 21,

1865.

Henry Wirth, enl. Sept. 9, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 4, 1862.

Thomas Boudren, captain ; com. Sept. 5, 1861 ; res. Jan. 27, 1864.

Daniel J. West, fii'st lieutenant ; com. Sept. 5, 1861 ; must, out March 15,

1805.

Stephen S. Stevens, second lieutenant; com. Sept. 5, 1801; killed July

18, 1803.
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Kobert B. Gage, sergeant; enl. Sept. 5, 186t ; killed Oct. 22, 1802.

John Waters, sergeant; eul. Sept. 5, 1861; pro. to seconil lieutenant;

disch. March 18, 18U.").

Bennetts. Lewis, sergeant ; enl. Sept. .1, 1801
;
pro. to ciiiitiiiii ; must. out

Dec. 2, 1864.

Albert B. Clark, sergeant; enl. Sept. Ti, 1801 ; re-enliBt<'(l.

Charles H. Grogan, sergeant; enl. Sept. .">, 1801 ; (lieil ut woiuiils, .Tiily 28,

1863.

George H. Sherman, corporal; enl. Sept. 5. 1801; disch. for disability,

Aug. .'), 1863.

George A. Staples, corporal ; enl. Sept. .I, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1804.

William H. Rossnian, corporal ; enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

Thomas Condrew, corporal; enl. Sept. 5, 1861; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863;

must, out Aug. 21, 180.5.

Joseph 0. Conger, musician; enl. Sept. .5, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

Eobert D. Kelley, musician ; enl. Sept. .''i, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

Charles Hull, wagoner; enl. Sept. ."i, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1804.

David Bailey, enl. Sept. ."), ISol ; disch. for promotion, Feb. 4, 1803.

George W. Bailey, enl. Sept. 5, 1801 ; disch. for promotion, Feb. 4, 1803.

Eli N. Bahlwin, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. May 13, 1863.

John F. Beardsley, enl. Sept. .5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1804.

Jacob Beck, enl. Sept. 5, 1801; disch. Sept. 4, 1864.

Alfred B. Beers, enl. Sept. 5,1861; pro. to captain; must, out Aug. 21,

1805.

Sylvester Blinn, enl. Sept. 5, 1801 ; disch. for disability, June 2, 1863.

James Brislin, eul. Sept. 5, 1801; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863; must, out Aug.

21. 186.5.

Charles H. Brothertou, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

Charles Burritt, eul. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; must, out Aug.

12, 1800.

Terrence Carney, enl. Sept. 5, 1861; discharged; enl. V. S. A., Feb. 22,

1863.

Ward H. Collins, enl, Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1804.

Theodore A. Crofut, enl. Sept. 5, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1804.

Wm. F. Dailey, enl. Sept. o, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

Patrick Deary, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; died Nov. 13, 1863.

Harry Delpt, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; killed Oct. 22, 1862.

Walter Fitch, enl. Sept. 5, 1861; pro. to adjutant; wounded; res. .Tuly

22, 1804.

Michael Flynn, enl. Sept. 5, 1861
;
missing at Fort Wagner, July 1 8, 1863.

George H. Fox, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. on account of wounds, Sept. 4,

1864.

John B. Gilbert, enl. Sept. 5, 1861
;
pro. to captain ; disch. July 15, 1865.

Andrew Grogan, enl. Sept. 5, 1861; pro. to second lieutenant; disch.

Nov. 22, 18P4.

Horace T. Hanford, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

David W. Hodge, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; must, out Aug.

21, 1865.

Lucius L. Hull, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 19, 1864.

William M. Kelly, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; died Nov. 18,

1864.

William Keyes, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 4, 1864.

Wm. S. Lacey, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; died July 19, 1862.

Frederick C. Lutz. enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 4, 1862.

Frederick J. Lyon, enl. Sept. 5, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

William Mitchell, enl. Sept. 5, 1861
;
re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; must, out

Aug. 21, 1865.

James A. Morris, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. for disability, March 15, 1862.

John Mulloy, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, May 8, 1864.

A. A. Murray, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

Alfred G. Mollan, enl. .Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. for disability, April 3, 1862.

Alonzo Phillips, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; missing at Fort Wagner, July 18, 1863.

Granville Piatt, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

A. D. Powers, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; nmst. out Aug. 21,

1865.

Thomas Quinn, enl. Sept. 5, 1.S61 ; disch. Sept. 7, 1804.

Albert W. Stacey, enl. Sept. 5, 1801
;
missing at Fort Wagner, July 18,

1863.

John H. Stratton, enl. Sept. 5, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 4, 1864.

Edward B. Taylor, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; died of wounds, July 25, 1863.

Isaac S. Taylor, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, March 15, 1864.

Thomas Taylor, enl. Sept. 5, 1801 ; died of wounds, Oct. 23, 1803.

Samuel C. Thomas, enl. Sept. 5, 1801 ; re-enlisted ; died of wounds, Aug.

19, 1864.

Ebenezer Wakely, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. for disability, July 5, 1863.

Frederick Ward, enl. Sept. 5, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

W. W. Walker, enl. Sept. .5, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

Edwin N. White, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; digch. Sept. 11, 18f4.

Byron Worsley, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept, 11, 18R4.

Edwin D. Wetmore, enl. Sept. .0, 1861; trans, to Inv. Corps, JIarch 14,

186.4.

Frederick Smith, enl. Sejjt. 12, 1861 ; discb. Feb. 7, 1865.

SEVENTH REGIMENT, CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Sylvester II. Gray, captain
; com. Sept. 13, 1801

;
resigned Jan. 27, 18G4.

Ira E. Hicks, second lieutenant; com. Sept. 1.3, 1801
;

jjro. to firnt lieuten-

ant; must, out July 20, 1805.

Charles H. Stevens, sergeant; enl. Sept. 13, 1801; disch. Sept. 12,

John B. Young, sergeant; enl. Sept. 13, 1801
;
pro. to captain ; must, out

Nov. 23, 1864.

William S. Marble, sergeant; enl. Sept. 13, 1x61
;
pro. to first lieutenant;

must, out Oct. 25, 18M.

Lorenzo M. Bailey, corporal ; enl. Sept. 13, 1861; disch. Dec. l.'i, 1802.

Michael Carey, corporal ; enl. Sept. 13, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 12, 1804.

George W. Sanderson, corijoral ; enl. jSept. 13, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 12, 1804.

Henry F. Stratton,* wagoner ; enl. Sept. 13, 1861.

George A. Campana, enl. Sept. 13, 1801; re-enl. Jan. 2, 18(>i; must, out

July 20, 1865.

Thomas Carney, enl. Sept. 13, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 12, 1804.

Moses Hamilton,* enl. Sept. 13, 1861.

George W. Hunt, enl. Sept. 13, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 12, 18i;4.

Daniel J. Kiefer, enl. Sept. 13, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 12, 18(H,.

Alfred Jeroldnian, enl. Sept. 13, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 12, 1864.

Charles B. Lewis, enl. Sept. 13, 1861 ; disch. May 30, 1804.

Robert McCullough, enl. Sept. 13, 1861; disch. Nov. 4, 1803.

Bernard McBride, enl. Sept. 13, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 12, 1864.

James Moore, enl. Sept. 13, 1861 ; killed at Fort Wagner, July 11, 1803.

Daniel Morgan, enl. Sept. 13, 1801 ; re-enl. Jan. 2, 1804; died of wounds,

Jan. 7, 1865.

Lewis F. Ward, eul. Sept. 13, 1861; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1803; must, out July

20, 1865.

Bartholomew O'Brien, enl. Sept. 5, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 12, 1864.

Anson B. Field, enl. Sept. 7, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 12, 1804.

Gilbert H. Young, enl. Sept. 7, 1801; disch. Sept. 7, 1864.

EIGHTH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Henry M. Hoyt, first lieutenant; com. Sept. 25, 1861 ; pro. to captain;

must, out at expiration of term.

Gurdon J. Fo.x, sergeant ; enl. Sept. 25, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Dec.

17, 1862.

Orris S. Jennings, corporal ; enl. Sept. 25, 1861 ; trans, to Invalid Corps,

Jan. 15, 1863.

Theodore Smith, corporal ; enl. Sept. 25, 1801 ; dLsch. for disability, Feb.

2, 1803.

William Fisher, enl. Sept. 25, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; must, out Dec.

12, 1865.

George Parker, enl. Sept. 25, 1861 ; disch. for disability. May 16, 1803.

William H. Smith, enl. Sept. 25, 1861 ; re-enlistcd ; disch. for disability,

March 19, 1805.

George F. Stephens, enl. Sept. 25, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1803 ; must, out

Sept. 18, 1805.

James Sutherland, enl. Sept. 30, 1801 ; disch. for disability, March 26,1803.

Edward Lineburg, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 22, 1864.

William E. Dudley, enl. Sept. 30, 1861 ; re-enl. Feb. 13, 1804 ; must, out

Dec. 12, 1805.

Charles H. Lewis, enl. Sept. 25, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1803 ; died of wounds,
Sept. 17, 1804.

NINTH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Richard Fitzgibbons, lieutenant-colonel; com. Nov. 1, ISGl; must, out

Oct. 20, 1864.

Frederick Frye, major; com. Nov. 1, 1801 ; must, out Oct. 26, 1864.

William W. Carroll, quartermaster ; com. Nov. 1, 1861 ; res. .\pril 10,

1862.

Patrick T. Claffee, sergeant-major; enl. Nov. 1, 1801; pro. to adjutant-

died Oct. 2, 1802.

Nathan I. Bennett,' quartermaster-sergeant ; enl. Nov. 1, ISfil; pro. to

quarterm.aster ; res. Jan. 23, 1863.

Thomas C. Coats, captain ; com. Oct. 30, 1801 ; disch. Oct. 15, 1862.

Richard A. Clancey, fii-st lieutenant ; com. Oct. 30, 1861 ; dismissed Not.

12, 1862.

George N. Morehouse, second lieutenant ; com. Oct. 30, 1801 ; res. .\pril

12, 1802.

Thomas S. M'hite, sergeant; enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 26, 1864.
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John Laurie, sergeant; enl.Sept. 26,1801 ; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864 ; must, out

Aug. .3, 180.1.

Thomas Knablin, sergeant ; enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 0, 1864 ; must.

out Aug. 3, 1865.

David Sloan, sergeant ; enl. Sept. 20, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 26, 1864.

Eichard Yates, sergeant; enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 26, 1864.

John Ennes, corporal; enl. Sept. 26, 1861; died Oct. 16, 1862.

Peter Gilday, corporal ; enl. Sept. 26, 1861; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864; must.

out Oct. 20, 1804.

James C'ahill, corporal ; enl. Sept. 20, 1861
;
pro. to first lieutenant ; must,

out Oct. 26, 1864.

Michael McGrath, corporal ; enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; died Aug. 3, 1862,

Christopher Arnold, corporal; enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; disch. for disability,

Oct. 22, 1862.

James Henderson, corporal ; enl. Oct. 4, 1801 ; died Dec. 20, 1802.

George Lyon,* musician; enl. Oct. 4, 1801.

John Anderson, enl. Oct. 4, 1861 ; disch. for disability, April 1, 1862.

John Baggs, enl. Oct. 4, 1861 ; died Aug. 9, 1862.
\

Eichard Bennett, enl. Oct. 4, 1861 ; re-enl. Jaui 6, 1864; must, out Aug. I

3, 1865.

Bernard Burns, enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Oct. 22, 1862.

Dominick Burns, onl. Sept. 20, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Nov. 17, 1861.

John Burke, enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 26, 1864.

Anthony Bulger, enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; re-enl. Feb. 28, 1864.

James Caffrey, enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1804; must, out Aug. 3,

1805.

Patrick Colemey, enl. Sept. 20, 1801 ; re-enl. Feb. 28, 1864.

Charles Dimon, enl. Oct. 4, 1801 ; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864; must, out Aug. 3,

1865.

Nicholas Doyle, enl. Oct. 4, 1861; killed by a member of the regiment,

Feb. 23, 1863.

Michael Fagan, enl. Oct. 30, 1861 ; died Jan. 30, 1862.

•William Fibbs, enl. Sept, 26, 1861 ; died July 11, 1863.

John J. Foley, enl. Oct. 12, 1861; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1804
;
must, out Aug.

3, 1805.

John Gafney, enl. Oct. 12, 1801; disch. Oct. 20, 1804.

Patrick Garagan, enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; re-enl Jan. 6, 1804 ; must, out Aug.

3, 1805.

James Glancey, enl. Oct. 4, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 20, 1864.

Dennis Gregg,* enl. Sept. 26, 1861.

John Gorman, enl. Nov. 1, 1861 ; re-enl. Feb. 28, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 3,

1865.

John Hanlon, enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864; must, out Aug. 3,

1805.

George Hill, enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Oct. 16, 1862.

Stephen Hunter, enl. Sept. 26. 1861 ; disch. for disability, Jan. 20, 1863.

Michael Hussey, enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 26, 1864.

Patrick Kane, enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 25, 1864.

Michael Kelley (1st), enl. Sept. 20. 1801 ; disch. Oct. 20, 1864.

Peter Keenan, enl. Oct. 12, 1861 ; died July 20, 1863.

Owen McCabe, enl. Oct. 4, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 20, 1864.

Charles McCarty, enl. Oct. 4, 1801 ; disch. for disability, Jan. 20, 1863.

Michael Moore, enl. Oct. 4, 1861 ; died Aug. 19, 1862.

Peter M. Morris, enl. Oct. 4, 1861 ; disch. for disability. May 12, 1863.

Thomas O'Brien, enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; died Nov. 16, 1862.

Peter O'Conner, enl. Sept. 26, 1801; died Aug. 26, 1863.

Patrick O'Eiley, enl. Oct. 12, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 26, 1864.

Dennis Otis, enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; died Nov. 22, 1863.

Peter Smith, enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; died Aug. 26, 1862.

James Stafford,* enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864.

Patrick Walch, enl. Sejit. 26,1861; not taken up; on rolls after consolida-

tion, Oct. 31, 1864.

James Wilson (1st), enl. Sept. 20, 1861; disch. for disability, Oct. 22,

1862.

James Wilson (2d), enl. Sept. 26, 1861 ; re-enlisted ; disch. for disability,

July 18, 1865.

William A. Lee, first lieutenant; com. Aug. 15, 1862; pro. to captain;

must, out Aug. 3, 1805.

Addis E. Payne, second lieutenant, com. Oct. 30, 1801
;
pro. to captain;

must, out Oct. 20, 1864.

Frederick M. Fairchild, firet lieutenant; com. April 7, 1802; died July

29, 1862.

Thomas Fitzgibbons, first lieutenant; com. Feb. 25, 1862
;
pro. to quar-

termaster; must, out Oct. 26, 1864.

Elliott M. Curtiss, captain ; com. Oct. 30, 1861 ; must, out Oct. 26, 1864.

Dennis O'Brien, sergeant; enl. Oct. 2, 1861; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864; must,

out Aug. 3, 1805.

Samuel D. Finch, sergeant ; enl. Oct. 1, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Jan. 8,

1863.

Henry C.Wright, sergeant; enl. Oct. 5,1801; appointed quartermaster

Third Native Guards, Dec. 8, 1862.

John C. Baylies, sergeant; enl. Oct. 0, 1801; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864; must.

out Aug. 3, 1805.

Thomas O'Brien, corporal ; enl. Oct. 1, 1801 ; disch. for disability, Nov.

27, 1862.

John C. Curtiss, corporal; enl. Oct. 30, 1861; pro. to first lieutenant;

must, out Oct. 29, 1864.

Anson B. Parker, wagoner; enl. Oct. 9, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864; must.

out Aug. 3, 1805.

William Parker, enl. Nov. 1, 1861
;
discharged ; term expired.

Albert Alaby, enl. Oct, 1, 1861 ; died Aug. 16, 1862.

William H, Allen, enl. Oct. 1, 1801 ; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864 ; must, out Aug.

3, 1865.

John Coyne, enl. Oct. 1, 1861 ; died July 13, 1862.

Levi Dart, enl. Oct. 1, 1861
;
dropped from rolls, Aug. 31, 1862.

Levi S. Drew, enl. Oct. 1, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 26, 1864.

Andrew B. Graham, enl. Oct. 1, 1801 ; re-enlisted.

Frederick B. Hendricks, enl. Oct. 1, 1861; disch. Sept. 30, 1864.

Philip McQuirk, enl. Oct. 1, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 26, 1864.

Timothy Miller,* enl. Oct. 9, 1861.

Moses Mills, enl. Oct. 1, 1861; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864; must, out Aug. 3,

1865.

Philip O'Donnell, enl. Oct. 1, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864 ; must, out Aug.

3, 1865.

James S. Olmstead, enl. Oct. 1, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1804 ; must, out Aug.

3, 1805.

Seth Eobertson, enl. Oct. 1, 1801 ; died July 8, 1802.

Frederick Smedel, enl. Oct. 1, 1801 ; disch. Oct. 20, 1804.

David B. Taylor, enl, Oct. 14, 1801 ; disch. for disability, Nov. 1, 1861.

John H. Ward, enl. Oct. 1, 1801 ; disch. Oct. 26, 1864.

Thomas Millington, second lieutenant ; com. Nov. 24, 1861 ; res. Jan.

1, 1862.

James B. Prescott, sergeant; enl. Nov. 24, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Dec.

27, 1802.

James Begley, corporal; enl. Nov. 24, 1801; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864; must.

out Aug. 3, 1865.

Andrew Burk, enl. Nov. 24, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 20, 1802.

Charles Conner,* enl. Nov. 24, 1801.

Isaac Eussell, enl. Nov. 24, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 27, 1862.

TENTH EEGIMENT CONNECTICUT TOLUNTEEES.

George L. W. Williams, corporal; enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; died of wounds, Oct.

2, 1864.

Thomas W. Cook, wagoner; eiil. Oct. 16, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

Frederick Manchester, enl. Oct. 1, 1861 ; died January or February, 1862.

William B. Curtis, enl. Oct. 22, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1864 ; disch. July 18,

1865.

ELEVENTH EEGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEEES.

Eugene W. Ward, corporal ; enl. Dec. 9, 1861 ; enl. U. S. A., Nov. 6, 1862.

Theodore A. Smith, enl. Nov. 27, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 14, 1863 ; must, out

Dec. 21, 1865.

Frederic Faltix, enl. Nov. 27, 1861 ; died of wounds, June 18, 1864.

William Miller, enl. Dec. 13, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 13, 1863 ; must, out Dec.

21,1865.

TWELFTH EEGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEEES.

James Hurlburt, sergeant; enl. Jan. 15, 1862; re-enl. Jan. 22, 1864;

disch. Dec. 2, 1804.

Edward Peet, corporal; enl. Dec. 19, 1801 ; trans, to Vet. Ees. Corps, May
1, 1864.

Caleb B. Cadmus, corporal ; enl. Dec. 21, 1861 ; re-enl. ; must, out Aug.

12, 1805.

Herman Birch, corporal ; enl. Nov. 23, 1801 ; died Sept. 28, 1862.

Starr Ward, wagoner; enl. Dec. 19, 1861; disch. for disability, Jan. 24,

1863.

Ezra Jackson, enl. Jan. 21, 1862; re-enl. Jan. 22, 1864; must, out Aug.

12, 1865.

Henry J. Euggles, enl. Nov. 30, 1861; re-enl. Feb. 29, 1864; must, out

Aug. 12, 1865.

Ambrose Thompson, enl. Dec. 2, 1801; drowned July 22, 1863.

David Bartram, enl. Dec. 19, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1804 ; must, out Aug,

12, 1865.

Thomas Bayless, enl. Dec. 19, 1861 ; disch. Dec. 19, 1864.
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Joseph Bevans, enl.Dec. 20, 18G1 ; luUeil in action, (li t. T!), 1805.

Charles Bowman, enl. Dec. 20, IWil; le-enl. Juii. 17, 18(14; iiiust. out

Aug. 12, 18G5.

William Byron, enl. Dec. 27, 1801 ; must, out May 20, 1805.

Wm. L. Carpenter, enl. Dec. 19, 18U1; re-enl. Jan. 1, 18G4 ; must, out

Aug. 12, 1865.

Michael Clark, enl. Jan. 21, 18G2; re-enl. .Jan. 22, 1804
; must, out Sept.

12, 1805.

Edward P. Clinton,* enl. Feb. 12, 1862.

Julius F. DeiTick, enl. Dec. 19,1861 ; discli. for disability, July 29, 1802.

George W. Ferri.s, enl. Dee. 27, 1861; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1864; enl. in U.S A.

Lawrence Grant, enl. Dec. 19, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1864 ; must, out May
24, 186.5.

John A. Hall, enl. Dec. 19, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1804 ; must, out Aug. 12,

1805.

Joseph Hunter,* enl. Dec. 21, 18G1 ; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1864.

Wm. H. Lane, enl. Dec. 27, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1804; must, out Aug.

12, 18Q5.
'

Vi'm. J. Newell, eul. Jau. 8, 1862 ; died of wounds, Jan. 19, 1863.

Edgar A. Peck, enl. Jan. 8, 1862 ; discharged.

John E. Phelan,* enl. Dec. 19, 1861.

Thomas Kowland, enl. Dec. 19, 1861 ; disch. Dec. 19, 1864.

Frederick Seymour, enl. Jan. 15, 1862 ; disch. for disability, May 13, 1863.

Charles Smith, enl. Dec. 27, 1861 ; re-enl. Jau. 1, 1864 ; must, out Aug.

12, 1805.

John Sullivan, enl. Dec. 27, 18G1 ; disch. for disability, Feb. 3, 1803.

John Wansor, enl. Dec. 28, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Sept. 20, 1802.

John C. Wellman, enl. Jan. 8, 1862; re-enl. Jan. 22, 1864; died April 2,

1865.

Charles H. Wells, enl. Dec. 27, 1801; re-enl, Jan. 1, 1864; died Oct. 21,

1864.

Ezra W. Wells,* enl. Dec. 27, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1864.

Alfred Williams, enl. Dec. 19, 1861 ; disch. Dec. 10, 1864.

Charles L. Williams,* enl. Dec. 27, 1861.

THIRTEENTH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Hiram Blackman, corporal; enl. Feb. 1,1862; re-enlisted; di.sch. for dis-

ability, Aug. 11, 1865.

William Finnimore, corporal ; enl. Jan. 22, 1862
;
re-enlisted; must, out

Aug. 12, 1865.

Lewis F. Marshall, corporal ; enl. Dec. 30, 1861 ; disch. for disability, June

30, 1862.

Albert Martins,* corporal ; enl. Jan. 11, 1802.

John N. Botsford, enl. Jan. 7, 1802; re-cnlisted; must, out April 25,

1866.

Francis C. Byington,* enl. Dec. 22, 1861.

William E. Casey, enl. Feb. 5, 1862 ; must, out Jan. 6, 1865.

John F. Fancher, eul. Feb. 18, 1862 ; di.sch. for disability, June 27, 1862.

Alonzo Hayes, eul. Jan. 28, 1862 ;
re-enlisted ; must, out April 25, 1866.

George F. Jennings, enl. Dec. 30, 1861 ; must, out May 13, 1865.

Horace B. Stoddard, enl. Dec. 17, 1801 ; re-enlisted
; must, out April 25,

1866.

Rosamond Vizer,* enl. Jan. 28, 1862 ; re-enlisted.

Henry Robinson, enl. Dec. 22, 1861 ; drowned April 11, 1864.

Albert Latus, enl. Feb. 18, 1862; disch. for disability, Sept. 22, 1862.

William Missbach, enl. Jan. 22, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Aug. 26, 1862.

FOURTEENTH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Dwight Morris, colonel; com. M»y 23, 1862; disch. Aug. 14, 1863.

Julius W. Knowlton, commissary sergeant; enl. June 24, 1862; pro. to

second lieutenant; res. March 29, 1864.

Alfred G. Mollan, hospital stew ard ; enl. July 24, 1862 ; died Nov. 25,

1862.

James D. Merritt, captain; com. Aug. 18, 1862; res. Dec. 20, 1862.

George N. Morehouse, tirst lieutenant ; com. Aug. 12, 1862 ; res. Dec. 5,

1862.

Miles S. Wright, second lieutenant; com. Aug. 12, 1862; pro. to first

lieutenant ; dismissed March 1, 1863.

Frederick B. Hawley, first sergeant; enl. July 22, 1862; pro. to first

lieutenant; res. on account of wound, Jan. 20, 1804.

Lucius L. Dyer,* sergeant; enl. Aug. 12, 1862
;
pro. to first lieutenant.

William H. Hawley, sergeant ; enl. July 22, 1862
;
pro. to captain ; killed

in action, Aug. 25, 1864.

Franklin Bartlett, sergeant ; enl. June 21, 1862
;
pro. to first lieutenant

;

killed in action, Feb. 5, 1865.

,Henry M. Cooley, sergeant; enl. July 23, 1862; must, out May 31, 1865.

Edward L. Hummiston, corporal ; enl. June r>, 1862; trang. to Inv. Corpn

on account of wounds; must, out July 5, 1805.

Frederick B. Doten, corporal ; enl. Aug. 1, 1862
;
pro. to cajitaiii ; di»f;Ii.

April 29, 1805.

Frederick Standish, corporal; enl, June 29, 1862; di»f;h. for disability,

March 4, 1863.

Theodore F. Bradley, coiporal ; eul, Aug. 4,1802; must, out May 31,

1865.

William E. Craig, corporal; enl. July 22, 1862; disch. on ar«ount of

wounds, April 29, 1863.

Robert L. Fields, corporal ; enl. June 4, 1862; disch. for disability, Feb.

14, 1863.

Geoige H. Bachelor, corporal ; enl. July 18, 1862 ; wounded ; trans, to

Inv. Corps; must, out July .5, 1865.

Lucien W. Hubbard, musician ; enl. July 19, 1862 ; died in prison at Rich-

mond, Va.

William B. Nichols, wagoner; enl. Aug. 14, 1862; must, out May 31,

1865.

George P. Beck,* enl. May 28, 1862.

Henry E. Batchelor, enl. Aug. 9,1862; wounded; trans, to Inv. Corps;

must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Horace Bartram, enl. June 6, 1862; disch. for disability, April 10, 1863.

George B. Bartram, enl. June 6, 1862 ; must, out May 31, 1865.

George Bunyan,* enl. Aug. 1, 1862.

Alfred Brown, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must, out May 31, 1865.

George Carlock, enl. July 19, 1802 ; killed in action, Dec. 13, 1862.

John A. Dean, enl. May 18, 1802; must, out May 31. 1865.

Charles R. Englehardt, enl. Aug. 7, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Feb. 8,

1803.

John Fox, enl. July 8, 1862 ; tran-s. to Inv. Corps on account of wounds,

Feb. 15, 1864.

John Geatley, enl. May 28. 1862
;
pro. to color-sergeant ; must, out May

31, 1865.

Russell Glenn, enl. .Tune 19, 1802
;
pro. to sergeant; three times wounded;

disch. June 18, 1865.

Amzi Garabrant, enl. Aug. 9, 1862
; disch. Oct. 9, 1802.

William B. Hincks, enl. July 22,1862; pro. to major; must, out May 31,

1865.

Thomas Henderson, enl. June 12, 1862 ; must, out May 31, 1865.

William Jacobs, enl. Aug. 8, 1862; died of wounds received in battle of

Wilderness.

Francis A. King, enl. July 19, 1862; must, out May 31, 1865.

Thaddeus W. Lewis, enl. June 19, 1862 ; killed at battle of Antietam,

Sept. 17, 1862.

George E. Langgutli, enl. July 24, 1802 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, Sept. 30,

1803 ; must, out June 29, 1805.

John Lotty. enl. .Tune 27, 1862; must, out May 24, 1865.

Duncan C. McCann, enl. July 5, 1862; disch. for disability, April 4, 1863.

Micluiel Madigan, enl. July 25, 1802 ; killed at battle of Antietam, Sept.

17, 1862.

Henry Phillips, enl. June 12, 1862 ; died of wounds, Oct. 24, 1864.

Thomas Ring, enl. July 30, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 13, 1863.

Jesse H. Ramsdell, enl. July 28, 1862 ; died in prison at Richmond, Va.

Stephen D. Skidmore, enl. July 7, 1862 ; must, out May 31, 1805.

Frederick Taylor,* enl. June 4, 1862.

Oliver Tomlinson, enl. Jlay 27, 1802 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, March 15,1864.

Richard Wallace, enl. June 25, 1802 ; must, out May 31, 1865.

William Wooley, enl. June 11, 1802; must, out May 31, 1865.

Edwin A. Wilcox, enl. Jtine 4, 1802 ; trans, to Vet. Res. Corps on account

of wounds.

Joseph H. White, enl. Aug. 9, 1802 ; disch. for disability, June 3, 1863.

Samuel McCune, enl. July 15, 1862 ; disch. for dissibility, Feb. 8, 1863.

Eugene Sullivan, enl. July 17, 1862 ; disch. for disability, March 7, 1S63.

SIXTEENTH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Levi B. Abbe, enl. July 14, 1802 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, Sept. 1, 1863 ; must,
out July 0, 1S05.

SEVENTEENTH, REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

William H. Noble, colonel ; com. July 22, 1802 ; wounded May 2, 1863

;

must, out July 19, 1865.

Charles Walter, lieutenant-colonel ; com. Aug. 27, 1S62 ; killed in action.

May 2, 1863.

Hanford N. Hayes, (puirtermaster; com. July 25,1862; res, ,Tuly IS, 1S63.

Robert Hubbard, surgeon; com, .\ug, 11. 1802; pixi. to medical dii-ector

Eleventh Army Corps.
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Elijah Gregory, second assistant-surgeon ; com. Aug. 10, 18C2
;

pro. to

first assistant-surgeon ; must, out July 10, 180.5.

Jesse S. Nash, hospital steward ; enl. Aug. 14, 1802 ; disch. for disabilitj',

Dec. 20, 1802.

William H. Lacey, captain; com. Aug. 1, 18G2; res. May 9, 1803.

William L. Ilubliell, first lieutenant ; com. July 23, 18G2
;
pro. to captain

;

must, out July 19, 1805.

Samuel E. Blinn, second lieutenant ; com. Aug. 8, 1802
;
pro. to finst lieu-

tenant ; res. Nov. 13, 1803.

Albert W. Peck, first sergeant ; enl. July 23, 1802
;
pro. to first lieuten-

ant; must, out July 19, 1805.

Henry North, sergeant ; enl. July 23, 1802
;
pro. to first lieutenant ; must,

out July 19, 1805.

C. T. Batchelder, sergeant; enl. Aug. 12, 1802; must, out July 5, 1805.

James E. Brinsmade, corporal ; enl. July 23, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1804.

Wright Curtis, corporal ; enl. July 23, 1802 ; disch. for disability, Feb. 23,

1803.

John H. Foley, corporal; enl. Aug. 7, 1802; wounded; trans, to Inv.

Corps ; must, out July 13, 1805.

Charles B. Lewis, corporal ; enl. July 23, 1802 ; died Aug. 0, 1803.

Alvah E, Wilcox, corporal; enl. July 24, 1802; died of wounds, Gettys-

burg, July 0, 1803.

John J. Green, corporal; enl. Aug. 15, 1802; disch. for disability, April

15, 1803.

Henry Huss, musician ; enl. July 23, 1802 : must, out July 10, 1805.

Frederick M. Wilmot, musician ; enl. July 23, 1802 ; must, out June 8,

1805.

Garrett D. Bowne, enl. July 23, 1802
;
pro. to first lieutenant; must, out

July 19, 1805.

M. C. Batchelder, enl. July 23, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

Samuel B. Barnum, enl. July 23, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

John F. Bartlett, enl. July 23, 1802; wounded; trans, to Inv. Corx^s;

must, out Aug. 29, 1805.

Samuel J. Barlow, enl. July 23, 1802; disch. for disability, Jan. 17, 1803.

John B. Curtis, enl. Aug. 15, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Frederick H. Carpenter, enl. .Tuly 23, 1802 ; must, out June 8, 1805.

William P. Carritt,* enl. July 24, 1802.

John W. Dunning, enl. Aug. 4, 1802; disch. for disability, Feb. 23, 1803.

Charles F. Dunning, enl. July 23, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

William S. Dewhurst, enl. Aug. 15, 1802; must, out July 10, 1805.

George S. Gorgas, enl. July 23, 1802 ; must, out July 10, 1805.

Joseph H. Goodhue, enl. Aug. 12, 1802 ; discli. for disability, June 7, 1801.

George R. Hayes, enl. Aug. 13, 1802; wounded July, 1803; died Feb. 5,

1804.

Frederick B. Hall, enl. Aug. 11, 1802 ; discli. for disability, Dec. 24, 1802.

George W. Hannaford, enl. Aug. 13, 18(i2; mu.st. out July 19, 1865.

Elias Howe, Jr., enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Charles A. Hurd, enl. Aug. 7, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Ernest Kehrer, enl. Aug. 7, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 31, 1862.

Luther W. Lewis, enl. Aug. 5, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John F. Lewis, enl. Aug. 16, 1862; died March 11, 1864.

Stephen C. Lewis, enl. Aug. 0, 1862; nmst. out June 23, 1865.

Edward A. Morse, enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Joseph Mott, enl. July 23, 1802; must, out June 14, 1805.

Alonzo Northrop, enl. Aug. 13, 1802; must, out July 10, 1805.

Joseph R. Parrott, enl. July 23, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Feb. 10, 1803.

Oliver E. Pitcher, enl. Aug. 12, 1802 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, Dec. 15, 1803.

Horace Plumb, enl. July 25, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

George D. Phillips, enl, July 28, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

William A. Rogers, eul. Aug. 13, 1862 ; died of wounds. May 2, 1863.

Alonzo Scranton, enl. Aug. 2, 1862; wounded; trans, to Vet. Res. Corps;

must, out July 17, 1863.

Legrand Stratton, enl. Aug. 4, 1802 ; trans, to Inv. Corps; must, out July

19, 1865.

William H. Sclipp, eul. Aug. 11, 1S62 ; mu.st. out July 19, 1805.

George B. Underbill, enl. Aug. 14, 1802; must, out July 19, 1865.

William Wirte, enl. Aug. 14, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

John F. Clancey, second lieutenant; com. July 11,1862; pro. to first

lieutenant.

George McBride, corporal; enl. Aug. 9, 1802; disch, for disability, June

9, 1863.

Charles A. Bacon, enl. Aug. 18, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

James Birmingham, enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

John Beck, enl. Aug. 7, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John Brown, enl. Aug. 4, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Edmund Baggs, enl. Aug. 6, 1862; ti-ans. to Inv. Corps; must, out July

19, U65.

John Connelly, enl. Aug. 4. 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John Dunn, enl. Aug. 13, 1802; must, out July 19, 1865.

Peter Doran, enl. Aug. 11,1802; trans, to Inv. Corps ; must, out June 28,

1805.

Michael Eagan, eul. Aug. 13, 1802; disch for disabilitj', Dec. 5, 1862.

David W. Fanton, enl. Aug. 11, 1802: disch. for disabihty, Aug. 12, 1863.

Jeremiah Leahy.* enl. July 29, 1862.

James Newton, enl. Aug. 12, 1802; disch. for disability, Dec. 23, 1863.

Michael O'Neil, enl. July 29, 1802; must, out July 19, 1865.

James E. Dunham, cajjtain ; com. Aug. 1, 1862; res. May 3, 1863.

Charles W. Parker, sergeant; enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must, out July 19,1865.

Edward Denis, sergeant ; enl. Aug. 15, 1802
;
pro. to first lieutenant ; res.

June 27, 1864.

Henry A. Warner, corporal ; enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John A. Black, eul. Aug.' 13, 1802; killed July 1, 1803.

George Blake, eul. Aug. 14, 1802 ; must, out June 14, 1865.

Jerome Bennett, eul. Aug. 20, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Cassius M. Crabbe, enl. Aug, 4, 1862; killed July 1, 1803.

H. Whitney Cliatfield, enl. Aug. 20,1862; pro. to adjutant"; killed in

action, Feb. 5, 1865.

Elijah C. Dunning, enl. Aug. 11,1862; disch. for disability, March 27,

1863.

William II. Hawkhurst, enl. Sept. 1, 1802; died April 26, 1803.

George W. Hurd, enl. Aug. 14, 1802; must, out July 19, 1865.

Frederick Lindheim. enl. .\ug. 10,1802; trans, to Vet. Res. Corps; must.

out July 10, 1805.

Robert Murphy,* enl. Aug. 16, 1862.

1 Walter S. Murphy, enl. Aug. 13, 1802 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 10, 1862.

I Abel W. Mallett, enl. Aug. 12, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

[
William W. Morgan, enl. Aug. 14, 1862; trans, to luv. Corps; must, out

July 12, 1805.

Russell P. Morgan, enl. Aug. 20,1862; disch. for disability, March 9,

1863.

Henry Pettit, enl. Aug. 10, 1802; disch. for disability, Nov. 13, 1862.

Charles H. Smith (2d), enl. Sept. 1, 1862: must, out July 19, 1865.

John B. Smith,* enl. Aug. 28, 1802.

Edgar Squii es, eul. Aug. 10, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 10, 1862.

Charles Wurz, enl. Aug. 16, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Warren J. Burtis, enl. Aug. 20, 1802 ; must, out June 8, 1865.

Edwin Smith, enl. Aug. 25, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Jan. 6, 1863.

John H. Porter, sergeant; enl. Aug. 14, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

George B. Ruggles, sergeant ; enl. Aug. 15, 1802 ;
pro. to first lieutenant

;

disch. May 15, 1865.

Samuel Thorp, sergeant; enl. Aug. 8, 1802; disch. June 2, 1805.

Morris Jones, corporal ; enl. Aug. 12,1802; pro. to second lieutenant;

must, out July 10, 1S05.

William Mallard, corporal ; enl. Aug. 20, 1802 ; disch. for disability, Aug.

7, 1863.

Cornelius C. Wilson, corpor.-il ; enl. Aug. 15, 1862; must, out July 19,

1865.

George Birge, corporal ; enl, Aug. 15, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 10,

1862.

John McCarthy,* corporal ; enl. Aug. 6, 1862.

James Ainscow, musician ; enl. Aug. 6, 1802 ; must, out June 1, 1865.

! James Broderick, enl. Aug. 20, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Edward Brennan,* enl. Aug. 6, 1862.

George Broadbrook, enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Charles W. Cooley, enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Feb. 17, 1863.

Jerry B. Dean, enl. Sept. 1, 1862 ; disch. for disability, April 16, 1863.

Lewis H. De Mott, enl, Aug. 15, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

James Dennis, enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; died March 15, 1865.

John Garigau, enl. Aug. 14, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

i William 0. Johnson, enl. Aug. 8,1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

I

Jeremiah Kelley, enl. Aug. 7, 1862; disch. for disability, Dec. 3, 1862.

I Orville Kelley, enl. Aug. 7, 1802 ; disch. for disability, Feb. 20, 1863.

( Enos Kelley, enl. Aug. 13, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Simmons Kelley, enl. Aug. 14, 1862; disch. for disability, July 19, 1865.

Demond Kirke, enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 5, 1862.

John B. Kable, enl. Aug. 19, 1862 ; mu,st. out July 25, 1865.

John M. Lewis, enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John Lennan,* enl. Aug. 30, 1862.

John M. Lubitz, enl. Aug. 19, 1802 ; nmst. out July 19, 1865.

I James Leavy, enl. Aug. 19, 1862
;
missing July 3, 1863, at Gettysburg.

I

William Lein, enl. Aug. 19, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

Charles McElroy, enl. Aug. 20, 1802 ; wounded ; disch. May 15, 1864.

i Henry Waite, enl. Aug. 15, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Patrick Wade, enl. Aug. 15, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.
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Stephen Wagner, enl. Aug. 19, 18G2 ; Inv. Corps, Feb. 15, 1864.

William Wallace, enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; Inv. Corps; must, out July .5, 1865.

James Wallace,* enl. Aug. 30, 18U2.

TWENTIETH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEEKS.

David P. Sanford, chaplain ; com. Sept. 8, 18G2 ; res. May 18, 18G3.

John Deuchanno,* enl. July 29, 1SC2.

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Charles W. Worden, lieulenant-colonel, com. Aug. 18, 1862 ; disch. Aug,

31. 1863.

John H. Coggswell, quartermaster-sergeant ; enl. Aug. 21, 1862; disch.

Aug. 31, 1863.

Charles W. Hall, captain ; com. Aug. 20, 1862
;
appointed quartermaster;

disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Stephen M. Nichols, enl, Aug. 18, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Ezra G. Hawley, sergeant; enl. Aug. 25, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Charles Adams, sergeant; enl. Aug. 25, 1862; died July 17, 1863.

William H. Barlow, seigeant; enl. Aug. 20, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Julius W. Skidmore, musician ; enl. Aug. 25, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

E. W. Gilbert, wagoner ; enl. Aug. 31, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

George Barnum, enl. Aug. 30, 1802; discli. Aug. 31, 1863.

Eli P. Burton, enl. Aug. 31, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Peter 0. Gregory, enl. Aug. 25, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Abel S. Hall, enl. Aug. 25, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Pearson Hendrickson, enl. Aug. 29, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Henry Jacobie,* enl. Sept. 22, 1862.

Adolph Keller, enl. Aug. 21, 1862 ; killed Juno 23, 1863.

Watson M. Mead, enl. Aug. 29, 1862 ; died July 1, 1863.

Albert H. Owens, enl. Aug. 29, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Charles W. Peet, enl. Aug. 25, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Daniel L. Staples, enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

William Van Gasbeck, Aug. 2.5, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

William H. May, captain ; com. Aug. 18, 1862
;
captured June 23, 1863.

John G. Stevens, fii-st lieutenant ; com. Aug. 18, 1862
;
captured June 23,

1863.

John W. Buckingham, second lieutenant; com. Aug. 19, 1862; captured

June 23, 1863.

Charles R. Gritman, sergeant ; enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Dwight A. Smith, sergeant ; enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31 , 1803.

Robert B. Fairchild, sergeant; enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Henry S. Gregory, sergeant : enl. Aug. 30, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 18(i3.

Lewis T. Olmstead, sergeant ; enl. Aug. ,30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Frederick L. Curtis, corporal ; enl. Sept. 8, 1862 ; died July 8, 1803.

E.Augustus Hanford, corporal ; enl. Sept. 3, 1862; disch. Aug 31,1803.

N. A. Sutton, corporal ; enl. Aug. :iO, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1«63.

Rufus W. Bunnell, corporal ; enl. Sept. 9, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

William Krapp, corporal ; enl. Aug. 30, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31 , 1863.

Charles E. Shelton, corporal; enl. Aug. .30, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Henrj' L. Dexter, corporal; enl. Sept. 9, 1802; died June 7, 1803.

Charles L. Derrick, corporal ; enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Edward H. Curtis,* musician
; enl. Sept. 10, 1S62.

Henry Bartholomew, enl. Aug. :50, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Edwin F. Derrick, enl. Sept. 30, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Albert A. Derrick, enl. Sept. 9, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Andrew Mclntyre, enl. Aug. 30, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Charles E. D. Patterson, enl. Aug. 30, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Constantino V. Roche, enl. Sept. 30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Walter H. Seeley, enl. Aug. 30, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Joseph Strasberger, enl. Aug. 19, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

TWENTY-FOURTH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Edward N. Goodwin, first lieutenant
;
com. Aug. 22, 1862; disch. Sept. 30,

1803.

Patiick Nooney, second lieutenant; com. Aug. 13, 1862; res. Jan. 29,

1803.

William Kinsela,* sergeant ; enl. Aug. 22, 1862.

Mathew McDonald, corporal ; enl. Aug. 29, 1862 ; disch. Sept. 30, 1863.

Thomas Grant,* corporal ; enl. Aug. 19, 1862.

James McCool, wagoner; enl. Aug. 18, 1862 ; disch. Sept. 30, 1863.

John Austin,* enl. Aug. 29, 1862.

Richard Anderson,* enl. Aug. 13, 1862.

Patrick Burns,* enl. Aug. 18, 1862.

James Burns, enl. Aug. 19, 1862 ; disch. Sept. 30, 1863.

Eilward D. Colgan, enl. Sept. 1, 1862 ; disch. Sept. 30, 1863.

John Calku^enl. Aug. 21, 1862 ; disch. Sept. 30, 1803.

James G. flark, enl. Aug. 13, 1862; disch. Sept. -30, 1863.

10

Peter Doolan, enl. Aug. 18, 1862; disch. Sept. 30, 1863.

Anthony Dougherty, enl. Sept. 0, 1802; disch. Sept. 3fJ, 1863.

William Frazior, enl. Aug. 29, 1802 : clisch. Sept. 'M, 1803.

ChiistuphiT llughe»,*enl. Aug. 18, 1802.

Thomas lluglies,* enl. Aug. 28, 1862.

.John llickey,* enl. Sept. 6, 1802.

Michael Kavanaugli,* enl. Aug. 27, 1802.

Edward Kecuia, enl. Sept. 4, 1802 ; died Aug. 11, 18C3.

George I.aiighlin, enl. Aug. 25, 1862; disch. Sept. 30, 1863.

Edward Larkin, enl. Aug. 18, 1802; disch. Sept. 30, 1803.

Thomas Larkin, enl. Aug. 18, 1802; disch. Sept. M, 1803.

Roger Lcddy, enl. Aug. 29, 1802; disch. .Sept. 30, 1803.

William Lotten,* enl. Sept. 15, 1862.

Owen McOwen,enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ;
disch. Sept. 30, 1863.

Thoniiis Neviu, enl. Aug. 19, 1802 disch. Sept. 30, 1863.

Felix O'Neil, enl. Aug. 22, 1X02; disch. Sept. .30,1803.

Patr ick Powers, enl. Sept. 1, 1H02
; disch. Sept. 30, 186:3.

Francis Qninu, enl. Aug. 19, 1862: diacli. Sept. 30, 1803.

John P. Smith,* enl. Aug. 20, 1802.

James Sullivan, enl. Aug. 21, 1802 ; disch. Sept. 30, 1803.

Henry Walters, enl. Aug. 15, 1802 ; died Sept. 7, 1802.

TWENTY-NINTH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Richard Buskirk, enl. Jan. 5. 1864 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Paul Ciesar, enl. Jan. 5, 1864; must, out Oct. 24, 1805.

George Darling, enl. Jan. 2, 1864 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

William Elder, enl. Dec. 11, 1863 ; must, out Nov. 3, 1865.

Henry Franklin, enl. Feb. 2.5, 1804; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Moses H. Hayes, enl. Dec. 7, 1863 ; di.scli. for disability. May 15, 1864.

William H. Lake,* musician; enl. Dec. 22, 1803.

Harvey Leppian, enl. Dec. 7, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Joseph Thompson, enl. Dec. 14,1863 ; must, out Oct. 21, 186.5.

A. Van Winkle, enl. Dec. 21, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

THIRTIETH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Thomas Freeman, sergeant ; enl. Jan. 29, 1804; must, out Nov. 7, 1865.

William M. Wesley, enl. Jan. 19, 1804; must, out Nov. 7, 1865.

George Gaul, enl. Jan. 27, 1864 ; must, out Nov. 7, 1865.

Thomas A. Johnson, enl. Feb. 3, 1864; must, out Nov. 7, 1805.

Arthur Johnson, enl. April 9, 1804 ; must, out Nov. 7, 1865.

Ellery B. Leonard, enl. Jan. 28, 1804; missing July 30, 1864.

Andrew Marshall, enl. Feb. 5, 1864; died April 22, 1864.

John Miller,* enl. Jan 28, 1804.

Joseph Morgan, enl. April 2, 1804; must, out Nov. 7, 1865.

Joseph G. Smith, enl. Feb. 1, 1864; must, out Nov. 7, 1865.

Frank Smith, enl. Jan. 29, 1804 ; nuist. out Nov. 7, 1805.

Reuben Thompson, enl. Jan. 28, 1864 ; must out Nov. 1, 1865.

Harris Leven, enl. April 2, 1864 ; must, out Nov. 7, 1865.

Note.—Those names marked with an astetisk (*) are reported aa de-

serters in the OfBcial Catalogue of Volunteers, published by the State,

RECORD OF THE DEAD.

The following list of soldiers and sailors enlisting

from Bridgeport who died in the service of tlie United

States during the late war is taken from the tablets

upon the sides of the Soldiers' Monument in Seaside

Park:
FIRST CONNECTICUT CAVALRY'.

David Sherwood, Andersouville, July 18, 1864.

Eugene H. Starkweather, Sept. 30, 1864.

George Wagner, Dec. 24, 1865.

Joseph Heaton, Salisbury, Dec. 4, 1804.

John Burke, Feb. 13, 1804.

George Fallon, Meadow Bridge, May 12, 1864.

John W. Clark, March 15, 1805.

Theodore Sterling, Nov. 3(1, 1863.

SECOND CONNECTICUT BATTERY^

Frederick Holnus, White River, Jan. 4, 1865.

Lyman A. Clark, Fort Gaines, .\ug. 21, 1864.

John Clary, New Orleans, Oct. 11, 1S64.

Henry B. Myei-s, Mobile, ,)une 26, 1865.

John S. Mills, Blakeley, April 9, 1S65.

James O'Donnell, New Orleans, Jan. 28, 1865.

James B. Kamsdell, Feb. 4, 1SG5.
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Francis Simpson, New Orleans, Oct. 17, 1864.

Charles B. Wliittlesey, Dec. 22, 1864.
"

Tylee W. Hartshorne, Aug. 1, 1863.

James G. Wood, Wolf Run Shoals, April 19,' 1863.

George H. Hill, New Orleans, Feb. 27, 1865.

Edmund F. Moody, New Orleans, July 30, 1864.

FIRST HEAVY ARTILLERY.

Ii-a S. Wakefield, Petersburg, April 2, 186.5.

Edward J. Carl, Broadway Landing, March, 1865.

James Barry, Feb. 2i), 1804.

Thomas McMulleii, Broadway Landing, Aug. 31, 1864.

Charles Taylor, Fortress Monroe, Aug. 22, 1862.

William H. Anderson, Frederick, Aug. 4, 1803.

Edgar Athington, Feb, 3, 1864.

SECOND HEAVY ARTILLERY.

James Bradley, Alexandria, June 14, 1864.

Lucius B. Palmer, June 9, 1804.

Peter Reilly, 1864.

Charles Bennett, Strasburg, Oct. 19, 1864.

David Backus, Winchester, Nov. 3, 1864.

Thomas Doyle, Winchester, Sept. 22, 1804.

Joseph Curual, Annapolis, Aug. 19, 1804.

Cornelius Goebel, March 5, 1805.

Seymour Lovdell, Strasburg, Nov. 16, 1804.

William Morton, March 7, 1805.

John Martin, Cold Harbor, June 1, 1804.

Henry Tanner, Cold Harbor, June 1, 1804.

John Pollard, Hanover, May 30, 1864.

Frederick Slade, Scjit. 24, 1804.

John Thomas, Feb. 13, 1804.

FIRST CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.

Theodore Morris, Beaufort, July 12, 1802.

SIXTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.

Charles H. Grogiin, July 28, 1803.

Patrick Deary, Belle Island, Nov. 13, 1863.

Harry Delpt,' Pocotaligo, Oct. 22, 1802.

Michael Flynn, Fort Wagner, July 18, 1863.

Wm. M. Kelley, Nov. 18, 1804.

Wm. S. Lacey, July 19, 1802.

Alonzo Phillips, Belle lele, July 18, 1863.

Albert W. Stacey, July 18, 1S(>3.

Edward B. Taylor, July 25, 1803.

Thomas Taylor, Pocotaligo, Oct. 2 '., 1862.

Samuel C. Thomas, Aug, 19, 1804.

Robert B. Gage, Oct. 12, 1802.

John B. Barney, Washington, March 15, 1805.

Ambrose B. Seymour, Salisbury, Oct. 28, 1804.

Patrick Fox, Andersonville, Nov. 0, 1804.

Gustavo Schmidt, Fort Wagner, Aug. 12, 1864. ,

,

William Reed, Morris Island, July 18, 1863.

Stephen S. Stevens, Mori is Island, July 18, 186.1

Andrew Wunk, Belle Isle, July 18, 1803.

SEVENTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY'.

Jolin Reed, Andersonville, Sept. 17, 1864.

Charles Dubois, Chester Station, May 14, 1804.

Alexander Potocki, Audei'sonville, July 6, 1864.

John Zabroski, Fortress Monroe, Sept. 24, 1864.

Daniel Morgan, Jan. <i, 1805.

EIGHTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.

Charles Jones, Fort Dai ling, May 10, 1864.

'

Melancthon S' Lyoil, Hampton, March 4, 1864.

Charles H. Lewis, Sept. 17, 1864.

Albion D. Brooks, Gold Harbor, June 3, 1804.

NINTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.

Patrick T.' ClafTee, New Orleans, Oct. 2, 1802"

Michael McGrath, Baton Rouge, Aug. 3, 1802.

James Henderson, New Orleans, Dec. 20, 1862.

John Baggs, Baton Rouge, .\ug. 9, 1802.

Jeremiah Wells, Baton Rouge, Aug. 11, 1802.

diaries B. Burton, Sept. 10, 1802. '
V. ',

. ,

John Ennis, Camp Parapet, Oct. 16, IsM'"
''

Nicholas Doyle, Feb. 23, 1802. .

Michael Fagan, Ship Island, Jan. 11, 1862.

William Fibbs, New Orleans, July 11, 1863.

Michael Moore, New Orleans, Aug. 19, 1802.

Thomas O'Brien, New Orieans, Nov. 10, 1862.

Peter O'Connor, New Orleans, Aug. 20, 1802.

Dennis Otis, New Orleans, Nov. 22, 1803.

Peter Smith, New Orleans, Aug. 26, 1862.

James C. Dimon, New Orleans, Sept. 30, 1862.

Henry Dressendoffer, New Orleans, June 29, 1863.

William Funt, New Orleans, Oct. 6, 1802.

Luke C. Lackey, New Orleans, Aug. 27, 1862.

Philip Pearson, New Oi leans, Sept. 3, 1863.

John Coyne, New Orleans, July 13, 1802.

Peter Keenan, New Orleans, July 20, 1803.

Albert Alaby, New Orleans, Aug. 16, 1862.

Seth Robertson, Vicksburg, July 8, 1862.

Frederick M. Fairchild, Vicksburg, July 29, 1862.

TENTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.
Jules Lasalle, Petersburg, April 2, 1865.

George L. W. Williams, Richmond, Oct. 2, 1864.

Marcus Thomas, Newberne, May 10, 1804.

Frederick Manchester, Hatteras Inlet, 1802.

Henry Perkins, Oct. 24, 1803.

Lawrence Lawless, Petersburg, Sept. 7, 1864.

ELEVENTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.
,

Jeremiah Brady, July 31, 1804.

Frederick Faltix, July 18, 1804.

T\yELFTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.

Ambrose Thompson, July 22, 1803.

John MuUoy, Salisbury, Jan. 13, 1805.

Herman Birch, Camp Parapet, Sept. 28, 1862.

Joseph Bevans, Cedar Creek, Oct. 19, :864.

James H. Hui lburt, Cedar Creek, Oct. 19, 1§02.

John C. Wellman, April 2, 1805.

Charles H. Wells, Oct. 21,^1805.

William J. Newell, Port Hudson, Jan. 19, 1863.

THIRTEENTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.

Henry Robinson, April 11, 1864.

FOURTEENTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.
'

William H Hawley, Ream's Station, Aug. 25, 1864.

Alfred G. Mollan, Nov. 24, 1802.

Thaddeus AV. Lewis, Antietam, Sept. 17, 1802.

Michnel Madigan, .Antietam, Sept. 17, 1802,

Franklin Bartlett, Hatcher's Run, Va , Feb, 5^1805.

George Carlock, Freilericksburg, Dec. 13, 1862.

AVilliani Jacobs, Wilderness, May 20, 1864.

Henry Philliiis, Oct. 24, 1864.

Jesse H. Ramsdell, Richmond.

Lucien W. Hubbard, Richmond.

SIXTEENTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.

Samuel Johns jn, Roanoke Island, May 27, 1864.

SEVENTEENTH CONNECTICtfT INFANTRY.

Charles Walter, Chancelloisville, May 2, 1803.

Charles B. Lewis, Baltimore, Aug 6, 1803.

George R. Hayes, Baltimore, Feb. 5, 1804.

William A. Rogers, Chancellorsville, May 2, 1864.

Cassius M. Crabbe, Gettysburg, July 1, 1863.

William H. Hawkhurst, Washington, April 26, 1863.

James Dennis, Picolata, March 15, 1805.

John F. Lewis, Beaufort, March 11, 1864.

Henry W. Chatfielil, Feb. 5, 1865.

Alvah E. Wilcox, Gettysburg, July 6, 1803.

John A. Black, Gettysburg, July 1, 1803.

Stephen Wagner, Point Lookout, Aug. 9, 1864.

EIGHTEENTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.

Thomas F. Jones,, Winchester, Va., June 15, 1803.

TWENTY-THIRD CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.

Charles Adams, New Oileans, July 17, 1803.

Adolph Kelle-, Brashear City, June 23, 1803. , .
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Henry L. Dexter, La Fourche, June 7, 1863.

Frederick L. Curtis, Brasliear City. July 6, 1863.

Watson Mead, New Orleans, July 1, 1863.

- TWENTY-FOURTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.

Edward Kenna, New Orleans, Aug. 11, 1803.

Henry Walters, Ship Island, Dec. 7, 1803.

TWENTY-NINTH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.

George W. Burr, Richmond, Oct. 13, 1804.

James Spriggs, Oct. 7, 1804. •
,

Martin Storms, Aug. 2, 180.=i.

James Hawley, Feh. 20, 1864.

George A. Deming, July 17, 1864.

THIRTIETH CONNECTICUT INFANTRY.

Andrew Marshall, April 22, 1804.

UNITED STATES NAVY.

Wlieeler Sherman, U. S. Gunboat " Chenango," April 1.5, 1804.

James Burns, U. S. Gunboat " Narcissus."

Frederick H. Thompson, Steamship " New London," Sejit. .5, 1863.

George H. Lounsbury, U. S. Steamer " Hartford," July 24, 1802.

Joseph Grogan, U. S. Steamer '• Weehawken," Dec. 0, 1803.

James McGregor, U. S. I'lag-Ship " Pensacola," Sept. 24, 1863.

Peter P. Pitts.

William Brooks, U. S. Gunboat " Kennebec," May, 1803.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Wilson Hubbell, Sixty-second New York Infantry, Cold Harbor, Juno 3,

1864.

Richard R. Cravrford, Seventh United States Infantry, Gettysburg, July

2, 1803.

Charles F. Lendeveg, Fir.st New York Blounted Rifles, Suff(dk, June 24,

1863.

William H. Lord, Second New York Heavy Artilleiy, May 0, 1805.

Jonathan Mills, Fortieth New York Infantry.

Martin C. Tans, Forty-eighth New York Infantry, Petersburg, July 30,

18 4.

William A. Porter, Sixty-si.\th New York Infantry, Harper's Fci'ry, Nov.

14, 1802.

James Lennon, Si-xty-ninth New York Infantry, Malvern Hill, July,

1862.

Andrew B. Taylor, Fifth New Hampshire Infantry, Andersonvillo, .Tuly

10, 1804.

Henry P. Bostwick, U. S. A'., New Orleans, Dec. 31, 1862.

[Note.—The article contributed by William B. Hincks ends at this

point.]

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

PIIINEAS TAYLOR BAliNUM.

Phineas Taylor Barnum was boni in the town of

Bethel, Fairfield Co., Conn., July 5, 1810. He is the

.son of Philo Barnum, and grandson of Ephraiin Bar-

num, who was a captain in tlie war of the Revolution.

He commenced his education at the district school at

an early age, and worked at farm labor during the

summer season and attended school in the winter.

As he grew older his aversion to fiirm labor became
manifest in various ways, and his father finally estab-

lished a store in Bethel, installing hini.as clerk. On
the 7th of September, 1825, his father died, leaving

his mother and five children, of whom Phineas T., at

fifteen years of age, was the eldest. He was trusted

for a pair of shoes to attend the funeral of his father,

thus starting in life with one pair of slioes less than

nothing. Upon tlie settlement of the estate it was

found to be insolvent, and P. T. was lelt without a

cent, having loaned the little sun] he liad accumu-

lated to liis fatlicr. He tlien entered the employ of a

mercantile firm at Crassy I'lain as clerk, at six dollars

per month, where he remained about one year, and

then went as clerk in a grocery-st^jre in thr; city of

Brooklyn.

He remained there about one year and then opeued

a porter-liouse on his own account, which he con-

tinued but a few months, when he acce]>ted an offer

as clerk in a similar establishment at 2'.) Peck Slip,

New York. In the following year he returned to his

native town, and with a capital of one hundred and

twenty-five dollars establi.shed a retail fruit and con-

fectionery store.

In 1829 he opened a lottery-oflice in Bethel,—lot-

teries at that time being legal in the State,—with

branch offices in Danbury, Norwalk, Stamford, and

Middletown, and did a large business. He soon after

tried his hand as a book-auctioneer, and in 1831, with

his uncle, Alansoii Taylor, opened a country store in

Bethel, which they continued but a short time, and

he then embarked in an enterprise which eventually

gave him great notoriety. This was the founding,

Oct. 19, 1831, of the Herald qf B-eedom. He entered

upon the editorial management of his paper with all

the vigor and vehemence of youth, and frequently laid

himself open to the charge of libel. Three times in

three years he was prosecuted, and finally a judgment

of one hundred dollars was obtained against him and

sixty days in the common jail. He fared well while

in jail, had a good room, lived well, edited bis paper

as usual, and at' the close of the sixty dtvys the event

was celeln'uted by a large concourse of people from

the surrounding country. An ode, written for the

occasion, was sung, speeches delivered, and Mr. Bar-

num was conducted to his home; by a band of music

' and a large procession of the citizens, amid the firing

of caunon and the cheers of the multitude. In 1834

he sold his paper and removed to New York, where

he was employed for a short time as a "drummer" for

several stores, and, in May, 183"), opened a private

boarding-house, at the same time purchasing an in-

terest in a grocery-store.

The summer of 1835 was an impcu-tant ei)och in the
' career of P. T. Barnum. In that year he began the

j

business which has made him famous throughout the

j

civilized world.

I

He purchased a negress named .Toice Heth, then on

I

exhibition in Philadelphia, said to be one hundred

and sixty-one years of age and the nurse of AVashing-

ton, and exhibited her about the country. She lived

but a short time after her jnu'cha^e by Mr. Barnum,
and was buried at Bethel, in this county. He then

engaged an Italian sleight-of-luuul perforiner, and

soon joined Aaron Turner's traveling circiK^ a.s ticket-

seller, secretary, ami treasurer. He subsequently

traveled extensively throughout the country with a

show, of which he was sole jn'oprietor.

The occU[»atio;i not proving particularly remuner-
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ative, and being desirous of having a permanent re-

spectable business, he finally, after various discour-

agements, purchased the American Museum in New
York for twelve thousand dollars, and succeeded in

paying for it from the profits in one year. He was

now on the high-road to success. His wonderful suc-

cess with the museum, with Gen. Tom Thumb, and

with the Jenny Lind enterprise, is too well known
throughout the world to need repetition in this

sketch. The latter was bold in its conception, com-

plete in its development, most astounding in its suc-

cess, and brought a fortune to its adventurous progen-

itor. As high as six hundred and fifty dollars was

paid for tickets, and the receipts for ninety-five con-

certs aggregated seven hundred and twelve thousand

one hundred and sixty-one dollars and thirty-four

cents. With Gen. Tom Thumb, Mr. Barnum ap-

peared three times before Queen Victoria and the

royal court of England, as well as the principal po-

tentates of Europe then living.

In 1851 he organized the Great Asiatic Caravan,

Museum, and Menagerie ; in 1852 became part-owner

of the first illustrated paper published in New York,

and about this time also was president of the Crystal

Palace Association. In 1851 he purchased a tract of

land consisting of several hundred acres, where now
is located the thriving city of East Bridgeport, laid

out the entire property in regular streets, lined them

with trees, reserving a beautiful grove of six or eight

acres, which he inclosed and converted into a pub-

lic park, which he presented to the city, and began

the sale of lots, thus becoming the founder of one of

the leading manufacturing cities in New England.

Through his instrumentality a clock company from

Litchfield, Conn., was removed to the embryo city

and reorganized as the " Terry & Barnum Manufac-

turing Company," and in 1855 he received a propo-

sition from a citizen of New Haven that the Jerome

Clock Company, then reputed to be a wealthy con-

cern, should be removed to East BridgejJort. The
result is briefly told. He advanced a large sum of

money to the company, the rotten concern finally

came down with a crash, and P. T. Barnum was a

ruined man.

So at the age of forty-six, after the acquisition and

loss of a handsome fortune, he was once more nearly

at the bottom of the ladder, and was about to begin

the world again. The situation was certainly dis-

heartening, but he had energy, experience, health,

and hope.

In 1857 he again set sail for England, taking with

him Gen. Tom Thumb, where he remained several

years, and accumulated considerable money. He
also, while abroad, delivered his famous lecture on
" The Art of Money-Getting" in London and various

other cities, and was finally offered six thousand dol-

lars for the manuscript by a publishing-house, which

he refused.

In 1859 he returned to America, and, having re-

deemed his property, on the 31st of March "Bar-

num's Museum" was reopened under the management
and proprietorship of its original owner. Barnum
was on his feet again, and congratulations poured in

from friends at home and abroad. The museum was

continued by Mr. Barnum with great success until

July 13, 1865, when it was totally destroyed by fire.

Although his old friend, the lamented Greeley, of the

Tribune, advised him to " accept this fire as a notice

to quit and go a-fishing," he failed to accept the ad-

vice, and soon after leased the premises 535, 537, and

539 Broadway, New York, known as the Chinese Mu-
seum buildings, and in less than three months had

converted the building into a commodious museum
and lecture-room. He soon after made arrangements

with the renowned Van Amburgh Menagerie Com-
pany to unite their entire collections with the mu-
seum, and the company was known as the Barnum
& Van Amburgh Museum Company. This was

also a success, and the monthly returns made to the

collector of internal revenue showed that their re-

ceipts were larger than those of any theatre or other

place of amusement in New York or America. The

fire fiend again visited him, and on the morning of

March 3, 1868, the museum was totally destroyed.

He then followed Mr. Greeley's advice to " go a-fish-

ing," and for about two years retired from active

business, though he was still more or less interested

is numerous enterprises.

He traveled extensively, and seemed happy in the

contemplation of the fact that he was a gentleman of

elegant leisure. But nature will assert itself. To a

robust, healthy man of forty years' active business

life something else than " elegant leisure" is needed

to satisfy. He could no longer remain inactive, and

so in 1870 began the organization of an immense es-

tablishment, comprising a museum, a menagerie, car-

avan, hippodrome, and circus of such proportions as

to require five hundred men and horses to transport

it through the country. In 1871 and '72 this already

largest traveling show in the world was reorganized

and greatly augmented, and to move it required

seventy freight-cars, six passenger-cars, and three

engines. Additions and attractive novelties have

since been added, and " Barnum's own and only

greatest show on earth" of 1880 is, indeed, the largest

combination of circus, menagerie, and museum ever

exhibited on either continent.

Mr. Barnum's ambition has always been to exhibit

the greatest novelties at whatever cost, and to com-

bine instruction with amusement. He never adver-

tises attractions which he does not exhibit, thereby

forming an honorable exception in his profession.

He is careful to secure the best possible assistants,

—

honest, competent, and, like himself, clear-headed.

At this present writing, although he has passed his

seventieth birthday, he has just formed a combina-

tion with The London Circus and Menagerie, the

greatest show in the world except his own, and en-
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tered into a contract binding his heirs and executors

for ninety-nine years to continue this immense com-

bined moral and refined traveling show,—thus, as he

says, hoping to gratify future generations with a sight

of " Barnum's greatest show on earth."

At the present writing Mr. Barnuni has all the

vigor of middle life, and, having made arrangements

which he thinks will secure the permanency of his

great traveling museum, menagerie, and circus for

many years after he is gone, he, in the summer of

1880, erected in Bridgeijort buildings covering five

acres of land for the headquarters and especially the

wintering of his great show. Among these buildings

is an " elephant house," containing a ring for the

training of elephants, horses, ponies, and other ani-

mals, as well as for the practicing of his circus-riders.

Long rows of iron cages in adjoining buildings, heated

by steam in winter, contain many hundreds of the

most valuable and rare wild beasts and birds in cap*

tivity in any country.

Politically, Mr. Barnum was a Democrat previous

to the breaking out of the Rebellion, but since that

time has acted with the Republican party. He was

elected to the General Assembly of Connecticut from

the town of Fairfield in 1865, and from Bridgeport

in 1877. In 1878 he again received the nomination

for the same office, and, although in a Democratic

city, he was elected by a handsome majority. In

1875 he was elected mayor of Bridgeport, and, as he

always has the best interests of the city at heart, it is

needless to add that his administration was eminently

successful.

Mr. Barnum has ever manifested a lively interest

in all measures looking to the advancement of the

interests of the city, and has devoted much labor and

money in public improvements generally. He was

the progenitor of Seaside Park, one of the most

beautiful parks in New England, and it was princi-

pally through his influence that the improvement was

consummated. "To Mr. P. T. Barnum," says the

Bridgeport Standard, "we believe, is awarded the

credit of originating this beautiful improvement, and

certainly to his untiring, constant, and persevering

personal efforts are we indebted for its being finally

consummated." Mr. Barnum purchased the land

from the owners at nominal prices, amounting in all

to less than five thousand dollars, of which he paid

the largest share and obtained private subscriptions

for the balance, and thus the jjark was presented to

the city free of cost.

In the summer of 1878 he expended about twenty-

five thousand dollars in the purchase and reclamation

of a large tract of salt marsh adjoining Seaside Park

and the grounds of Waldemere on the west. Although

he well knew that he would never be reimbursed for

half of his expenditures, he could see that the im-

provement would be a great public benefit, and he

bent his energy to the task. He built this dyke

straight across a channel which let in the tide-water

every twelve hours and covered an immense tract of

low salt meadow. He made it seventy-five feet wide at

the bottom and of sufficient width on the tfjp to form a

fine street leading from one of tlie city avenues U> the

beach on Long Island Sound. This extension of Sea-

side Park, forming a boulevard for carriages aJid

promenade on the very edge of Long Island Sound,

where the flashing waves may be seen, heard, and en-

joyed for all time, is one of the finest improvements

of its kind on the Atlantic coast.

He also secured to the city of Bridgeport the beau-

tiful Mountain Grove Cemetery. He has laid out

many streets and i)lanted hundreds of trees in Bridge-

port proper, and built hundreds of houses, many of

which he sold to mechanics, giving them years in

which to make the payments, and in annual sums
equal only to about their usual rents.

In 1846 and 1847 he erected the well known " Iran-

istan"* palace for his residence. It was modeled after

the Oriental architecture, and was the first of this

peculiar style introduced in America. Its interior and

exterior decorations were of the finest style, and it

was singularly complete in all its appointments. The
whole was built and established by Mr. Barnum liter-

ally " regardless of expense," for he had no desire

even to ascertain the entire cost. This was one of the

fienst country-seats in New England, and it was indeed

a great loss to Mr. Barnum when, on the night of Dec.

17, 1857, it was burned to the ground. He subse-

quently built Lindencroft, which was his residence

for a number of years, and finally, in 1868, erected

a house, laid out walks, etc., on a delightful spot

overlooking Long Island Sound and Seaside Park,^

and christened it "Waldemere" ( " woods-by-the-

sea"), preferring to give this native child of his own
conception an American name of his own creation.

He removed to "Waldemere" in 1869, where he has

since resided.

Nov. 8, 1829, Mr. Barnum united in marriage with

Charity Hallett, a native of Bethel, by whom he had
three daughters.

Mrs. Barnum died Nov. 19, 1873.

In the autumn of 1874 he married again. His wife

is the daughter of his old English friend John Fish,

Esq., whom he has embalmed in his " Recollections"

under the title of " An Enterprising Englishman."

Mr. Barnum's career has been a remarkable one.

He has been up and down and up again the financial

ladder, and now the Bethel boy who at the age of fif-

teen years was so poor that he attended his father's

funeral in borrowed shoes is reputed to be worth sev-

eral millions, and his name is a household word

throughout ihe civilized world.

* Signifying Oricjital villa.
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Hon. Alfred B. Beers was bom at New Rochelle,

N. Y., April 23, 1845, and is the son of Alfred Beers,

now a resident of Stratford, Conn., and who has been

identified with the Naugatuck Railroad since 1851.

The ancestry of Mr. Beers upon the male side of the

line is traced back to James Beers, of Gravesend,

Kent, England, who died in 1635, leaving two sons,

James and Anthony, who emigraited shortly after to

Watertown, Mass., and removed from there to Fair-,

field. Conn., in 1659. Anthony Was a mariner, and

was lost at sea in 1676, leaving a son Ephraim,

who was born 1648, and died, leaving a son Ephraim,

who died in 1759, leaving a son Daniel, who was

l30rn 1745, who removed to Ridgefield, Conn., and

served in the Continental army and was present at

the attack on Danbury and engagement at Ridgefield

by Tryon, in 1777, and died 1820. He left a son

Edmund, born 1768, who died in 1843, leaving a son

Jonathan, born 1789, wlio settled at Vista, West-

chester Co., N. Y., and died in 1868, and who was the

grandfather of the subject of this sketch. His mother's

maiden name was Mary E. Bishop, her father being

Leander Bishop, of Stamford, Conn., who was a

brother of Alfred Bishop, late of Bridgeport, Conn.,

now deceased, a well-known contractor and builder

of railroads, especially of the Naugatuck Railroad;

their father was William Bishop, of Stamford, Conn.

The grandfather of his mother upon her mother's

side was Dr. Charles McDonald, of Rye, N. Y., a

Scotchman by birth, who came to this country shortly

before the Revolutionary war, and upon the breaking

out of hostilities enlisted in the Continental army

and served during the entire war, participating in the

capture of Fort Ticonderoga, and also in the battle of

White Plains, N. Y., in 1776, where he distinguished

himself by his bravery. After the close of the war

he entered the medical profession, and practiced suc-

cessfully until his death, which occurred about 1842.

Alfred B. Beers removed to Bridgeport in 1851, and

was educated in the public and select schools of that

city. He entered the volunteer army, Sept. 5, 1861,

as private in Company I, Sixth Connecticut Volun-

teers. This regiment was attached to the Tenth

Army Corps, and participated in the bombardment

of Hilton Head, S. C, battle of Pocataligo, S. C.

(he was honorably mentioned in regimental orders for

bravery and meritorious conduct in that engagement),

also in the siege of Fort Pulaski, Ga., actions at James

Island, S. C, Morris Island, Fort Wagner, and siege

. of Charleston, S. C. ; re-enlisted as a veteran volunteer

in same regiment in 1864, and was engaged in the

Bermuda Hundred, Va., campaign against Rich-

mond, siege of Petersburg, Va., engagements at Deep
Bottom, Deep Run, Chapin's Farm, and Laurel Hill,

on the north side of the James River, in 1864 ; was

! promoted from first sergeant of Company I to cajitain

of Company B in same regiment, and was engaged in

the bombardment, charge, and capture of Fort Fisher,

N. C, January, 1865, caj^ture of Wilmington, Febru-

ary, 1865, and advance upon Goldsboro', N. C, April,

1865, and was discharged from the service at New
Haven, Conn., Aug. 21, 1865, being then about twenty

years of age. He then engaged in general business

and in study until 1868, when he commenced the

study of law, and was admitted to the Fairfield

County bar in 1871. In 1872 he was clerk of the

City Court, in 1875 assistant city attorney. In 1877

he was elected by the Legislature judge of the City

Court of the city of Bridgeport, re-elected in 1879,

I

and still holds that office. He has been prominently

connected with the Grand Army organization since

1868, and is now the Senior Vice-Commander of the

State of Connecticut, and will probably be elected

Commander in 1881. He was married Feb. 29, 1872,

to Callie T. House, of Vineland, N. J., daughter of

AVilliam House, who was one of the settlers of Little

Meadows, Pa., and was a brother of Royal E. House,

the inventor of the House printing telegrajih system,

with whom he was interested, and also took part in

the construction of the first telegraph line erected in

this country, being the line from Baltimore to AVash-

ington. Two children are the result of the marriage,

—Alfred B. Beers, Jr., born Feb. 16, 1873, and Harry

H. Beers, born March 27, 1876.

As a lawyer. Judge Beers is devoted to his chosen

profession, and brings to its practice a clear and logi-

cal mind, a retentive memory, confidence in his cause

upon its merits, and a thorough hatred of trickery and
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shams. He is careful in the preparation of Ids cases,

ready in speech as an advocate, and honest in his

claims for his client.

As a judge he has discharged the duties of that

position with marked fidelity and inflexihle lionesty.

He holds the scales of justice evenly balanced, and

renders his decisions unmoved by sympathy and un-

awed by clamor.

Possessed of a genial and kind nature, affable in

intercourse with his fellows, with a personal character

above reproach, he is esteemed and honored as a pri-

vate citizen no less than as an able lawyer and an

upright and conscientious judge.

DANIEL WHITEHEAD KIS3AM.

Daniel Whitehead Kissam, son of Samuel and Eliz-

abeth Addoms Kissam, was born in New York City,

Jan. 6, 1836. At nine years of age he removed with

his father's family to Plymouth, N. C, where he re-

mained about six years, when he was sent to West
Bloomfield, now known as Montclare, N. J., and

entered the preparatory school then known as " Ash-

land Hall." He continued in this school, f)ursuing

his studies with diligence and attention, until seven-

teen years of age, when he entered the employ of the

late H. N. Conklin, a lumber-dealer in the city of

Brooklyn, as clerk, the remuneration being his board

and shoes. Although the compensation was small and

the labor irksome, he attended strictly to his business,

and three years later was rewarded with the position

of book-keeper in the large steam-engine and iron-

works establishment owned by Mr. Conklin.

In February, 1859, with a Mr. Wilmot, he started

in business for himself, manufacturing metallic fasten-

ings used in the manufacture of hoop-skirts, under the

firm-name of Wilmot & Kissam. In the following

year the business was organized into a stock company,

with a capital of thirty thousand dollars, under the

name of the Wilmot & Kissam Manufacturing Com-
pany, Mr. Kissam taking one-quarter of the stock.

The business was continued until 1865, when it

was removed to Bridgeport, and reorganized as the

Bridgeport Brass Company, with a capital of one

hundred and fifty thousand dollars, manufacturing

rolled brass, brass wire, tubing, and various other

goods. Upon the organization of this company Mr.

Kissam was made secretary, and has been secretary

and manager of the business since, and is the largest

stockholder in the concern. At the beginning the

annual sales amounted to about twenty-five thousand

or thirty thousand dollars per year, and, as an illus-

tration of the rapid development of the business, the

annual sales now aggregate four hundred thousand
dollars, and two hundred and thirty persons are em-
ployed.

The factory is a three-story brick structure, one

hundred and sixteen by one hundred and thirty feet.

with various additions and extensions, located on the

corner of Crescent Avenue and Willard Street, K-dnt

Bridgeport. The power for this establishment is fur-

nished by three steam-engines, with an aggregate of

two hundr('d horse-{)o\ver, and has a cajjacity of one

million two hundred and fifty thousand jiounds of

metal per annum. This is a representative institution

of this manufacturing city, and great credit is due

Mr. Kissam and those through whose energy and enter-

prise it has been placed in the front ranks of manufac-

turing establishments in New England. The jjresent

officers of the company are F. A. Mason, President;

D. W. Kissam, Secretary ; and Samuel Holmes, Treas-

urer.

Politically Mr. Kissam is a Republican, and is a

vestryman in St. John's Cliurch. He has given

nearly his undivided attention to his business, and

during his whole career as a manufacturer has not

been absent from his post of duty two consecutive

weeks.

Oct. 22, 1863, he united in marriage with Mary J.

Nostrand, of Brooklyn, and their family consists of

two daughters,—Jeannie and Elizabeth.

Mr. Kissam has ever manifested a lively interest in

the welfare of his adopted city ; is a member of the

Board of Trade, corporator and director in the

People's Savings Bank, etc.

He is descended from old Puritan stock on his

father's side from the " Mayflower," through John
Alden, and collaterally from Bishop Seabury. His

maternal grandfather served as captain in the Revo-

lutionary war and fought at the battle of Monmouth,
and was one of the original members of the Cincin-

nati Society, and his father served in the war of 1812

;

and Col. Abeel, an ancestor of Mrs. Kissam, was

also in the Revolution, serving as deputy quarter-

master under Gen. Greene.

Mr. Kissam is essentially a self-made man. Early

in life he learned that the way to success was no

royal road, but was open to stout hands and wdlling

hearts. Energy and integrity coupled with an in-

domitable will have rendered his career a success, and

the boy who worked for his board and shoes when
seventeen years of age is now one of the substantial

manufacturers of New England.

DANIEL N. MORGAN.

The ancient town of Newtown has been the home
of various men who subsequently occupied conspicu-

ous positions in the councils of the State and nation,

and of many old and sterling families who have left

the impress ofthe New England character upon their

posterity. Prominent among these families and inti-

I

mately associated with the welfare of the town and
county stands the name of IMorgan.

Ezra Morgan, the father of Danii>l X.. was for more
than forty years a farmer and morchant in this town
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and one of its leading and influential citizens. He
was a leading Democrat, and occupied many official

positions of trust and responsibility. He was also

president of the First National Bank of Bethel.

Daniel N. Morgan, son of Ezra and Hannah Nash
Morgan, was born in Newtown, Aug. 18, 1844. He
received the rudiments of his education at the com-

mon schools of his native town, and subsequently

attended the Newtown Academy and Bethel Insti-

tute, where he acquired an education which well

fitted him for his subsequent successful business

career.

At the age of sixteen he entered his father's store

as a clerk. He soon exhibited a remarkable capacity

for mercantile transactions, and at the age of twenty-

one years stej^ped out into the broad area of active

business life on his own account, and for one year con-

ducted the mercantile business at Newtown Centre as

sole proprietor, when he took a partner and continued

for three years longer. Desiring a wider range and

better facilities for doing business, where his ability

might have ample scope, Mr. Morgan removed to

Bridgeport and became a member of the firm of Bird-

sey & Morgan, dealers in dry goods and carpets.

Mr. Birdsey subsequently retired, and the large and

prosperous business was continued by Mr. Morgan
until January, 1880, when, in consequence of im-

paired health, caused by too close attention to busi-

ness, he was compelled to relinquish it, and in the

mean time took an extensive tour for his health to

Great Britain and Continental Europe.

His strength of character and financial ability was

soon recognized by the citizens of his adopted city,

and he has been called to many positions of trust and

responsibility. He was elected to the City Council in

1873, and re-elected in 1874. He was also a member
of the Board of Education in 1877. In January, 1879,

lie was chosen president of the City National Bank,

and is the present incumbent of that office. In the

same year he was elected a trustee of the Mechanics'

and Farmers' Savings Bank.

True to the instincts of his early training, he is a

Democrat in politics and an able advocate of the prin-

ciples of that party. He is active in political circles,

and in 1880 accepted the nomination for mayor from

the Democratic party, and was elected by a handsome
majority, running one hundred ahead of his ticket,

—sufiicient commentary uj^on his popularity and

worth as a citizen. He is also Master of Corinthian

Lodge, No. 104, F. and A. M.

Mayor Morgan also manifests a decided interest in

religious matters, is a consistent churchman, is the

present clerk of Trinity Parish, and has been many
years. He comes of a long-lived ancestry, his grand-

parents living to the advanced age of eighty, eighty-

four, ninety, and ninety-six respectively.

The latter, Daniel Nash, who lived to the advanced

age of ninety-six years, and from whom Mr. Morgan
received his name, when seventy-four years of age

walked from New York to Westport in one day, a

distance of forty-four miles.

June 10, 1868, Mr. Morgan united in marriage with

Medora H., daughter of Capt. William A. Judson, a

[

native of Huntington. Capt. Judson is a jn-ominent

and influential man, and has officiated in various ca-

pacities within the gift of his fellow-citizens. He has

been senator and representative, and has served as

justice of the peace nearly forty years.

The ancestors of botli Mr. and Mrs. Morgan were

sterling patriots during the Revolution. Agur Jud-

son, great-grandfather of Mrs. Morgan, was a colonel

in the war of the Revolution, and served from the be-

ginning to the close of that arduous struggle.

Zedekiah Morgan, great-grandfather of Daniel N.,

was a captain in the Revolution and an active and

determined patriot. During the war he kept a num-
1 ber of cavalry horses on a portion of the place still

known in Newtown as the Morgan farm.

SHERMAN HARTWELL.

The subject of this sketch was born in the town of

Washington, Litchfield Co., Conn., Dec. 2, 1790.

Through his grandmother on the father's side he Avas

connected with the iSherman family of Dedham,
England. Several representatives of this family came

to New England in 1634, and settled in Watertown,.

Mass., now Cambridge. Mr. Hartwell's particular

line is through Capt. John Sherman, as distinguished

from that of Pastor John of the same town, and of

Samuel, brother of the latter, who removed and be-

came a resident of Stratford, Conn. The grandmother

of Mr. Hartwell was Rebecca Sherman, sister of the

celebrated Roger Sherman, one of the signers of the

Declaration of Independence, and the family line may
be traced as follows : 1. Capt. John Sherman, born

1613, in Dedham, England; 2. Joseph, born 1650, in

Watertown, Mass. ; 3. William, born 1692, married

Rebecca Cutler (4. Roger, born 1721, married Eliza-

beth Hartwell) ; 4. Rebecca, married Joseph Hart-

well; 5. Isaac Hartwell, born 1768, married Mary

Pitcher; 6. Sherman Hartwell, born 1790, married

Sophia Todd, daughter of Eli Todd, of New Milford.

Roger Sherman spent his early life in New Milford.

The Hartwell family came also to Litchfield County

from the vicinity of Boston in the early part of the

eighteenth century, and were among its most substan-

tial citizens. This branch of the Sherman family and

the Hartwell family seem to have been intimately

connected, as the wife of Roger Sherman was the

sister of Joseph Hartwell.

The early years of Mr. Sherman Hartwell were

spent on his father's farm in Washington. His edu-

cational advantages were only such as were afforded

by the district schools of his native town. He made

such proficiency, however, as to fit himself acceptably

as a teacher, and taught school in Kingston, N. Y.,
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one or more years, when he was about twenty years

of age. Returning therefrom to Connecticut, he

entered the store of Mr. Eli Todd, in New Milford,

where he continued several years.

In 1813, assisted by Mr. Todd, Mr. Hartwell started

a country store in the town of Warren, adjoining his

native town. Here he continued business by himself

and in successive partnershijjs with a Mr. Starr and

Burton Gilbert for twenty-five years, and by patient

toil, frugality, and thrift laid the foundation of his

ample estate.

In 1838, Mr. Hartwell removed to Bridgeport, rather

as an experiment for the benefit of the health of Mrs.

Hartwell. The change proving beneficial, he made
his permanent residence here, and thereafter became

thoroughly identified with Bridgeport and. its institu-

tions. For a short time he engaged in merchandising

on Water Street, in connection with the late Charles

De Forest. In 1844 we find him on the "council of

safety" (with twelve others of the most substantial

men of the city) to advise in all matters relative to

the city bonds issued in aid of the Housatonic Rail-

road Company. This subject presented a problem of

appalling financial interest at that period, and in its

treatment Mr. Hartwell rendered valuable aid. It

was manfully grappled with, and by a wise and care-

ful management time has wrought a com2Jaratively

easy solution.

From 1840 to 1848 he was nearly all the time a

member of the Common Council of the city and par-

ticipated actively in city affairs, especially in matters

of finance. He w'as agent for the management of the

funded indebtedness of the city and the payment of

interest on the same from 1848 to 1858.

It was, however, in connection with our banking

interests that Mr. Hartwell was best and most favor-

ably known. On the reconstruction of the old Bridge-

port Bank after the disastrous period of 1837, he became

an active and efficient director, and contributed largely

in bringing it up to the position it soon attained as

one of the soundest and most prosperous institutions

in the State. On the death of Silvanus Sterling, Esq.,

in 1848, Mr. Hartwell became president, and filled

that position ably and successfully until 1869, when
he positively declined a re-election. His active con-

nection with this bank thus covered a period of thirty-

one years. During this time there were many seasons

of financial stringency and embarrassment, sometimes

very trying. Mr. Hartwell so thoroughly enjoyed the

friendship and confidence of leading bankers in New
York—the late R. Withers, president of the old Bank
of the State of New York, E. G., and others—as to

be of great service in such periods. In the discharge

of his often delicate duties Mr. Hartwell exhibited

great urbanity and kindness, mingled with firm-

ness, and his superior judgment and ability were

recognized. On his relinquishment of his ofiicial

relations to the bank he was tendered the free use at

hLs pleasure of his chair and desk in the directors'

room, of which he availed himself more or less quite

to the close of his lengthened life.

Mr. JIartwcll was also an active trustee of the

Bridgeport Savings Bank for a number of years. On
the organization of the City Savings Bank, in 1859,

he became identified with that institution, and con-

tinued a trustee and vice-president to the time of

his death, Jan. 16, 1876. He was very methodical

and careful in all his transactions, and retained his

interest in affairs to the last.

Mr. Hartwell united with the. Congregational

Church in Warren, Conn., during his residence there.

Soon after his removal to Bridgeport, he and his

family became connected with the First Congrega-

tional Church and Society, where they have ever Ijcen

a pillar of strength.

The following are the names of the children of Mr.

and Mrs. Hartwell, only one ofwhom survives : Mary,*

born 1818, married Hon. Simeon B. Chittenden

;

Rachel Todd,* born 1822, married Timothy P. Chap-

man; Eli Merwin,* born 1827, died 1829; Sophia,

born 1830, married John N. Bonesteel
;
Sidney,*

born 1832, died 1833
;
Cornelia,* born 1834, married

Robert Hubbard, M.D.

I. DE VER WARNER, M.D.

Dr. I. De Ver Warner was born in Linckaleen, Che-

nango Co., N. Y., March 26, 1840. He received a

common-school and academic education, and, having

decided upon the medical profession as a life-work,

entered the office of Dr. C. M. Kingman, a leading

physician and surgeon residing at McGrawville, Cort-

land Co., N. Y. He pursued his sttidies with dili-

gence and attention, and subsequently, when only

twenty-one years of age, graduated at the Geneva

Medical College, and was valedictorian of his class.

He commenced the practice of his profession at

Nineveh, Broome Co., N. Y., where he remained about

two years, when he returned to McGrawville, and

succeeded to the practice of his former preceptor, Dr.

Kingman. An active practice soon convinced Dr.

Warner that the masses should be taught concerning

their physical organization, and he at once instituted

a series of popular lectures, which he delivered with

marked success throughout New England and the

Middle States. Being a thorough master of his pro-

fession and a fine speaker, he drew large and intelli-

gent audiences, and continued in the lecture-field

about ten years. During this time he became con-

vinced that many of the diseases of women were the

result of illy-contrived corsets, and at once set about

to institute the much-needed reform, and became the

inventor of the celebrated Warner health corset. The
manufacture of this corset was commenced at Mc-
Grawville, N. Y., where it was coutinued until 1876.

* Deceased.
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The corset at once became immensely popular, and,

desiring increased facilities for manufacture and ship-

ping, Dr. Warner decided to locate in this city, and

after selecting a site the erection of their present large

brick factory was commenced in August, and on the

5th of the following October the manufacture of cor-

sets was begun. Not content with producing a corset

which worked a revolution in the manufacture of this

much-needed article, he still gave it his study, and three

years ago patented and began the manufacture of the

famous flexible-hip corset, the improvement being

that the bones run around the body instead of up and

down. He has also other patents in embryo. From
a small shop, where six hands were employed, the

business has rapidly increased, until at the present

time they employ over one thousand persons, and the

daily capacity is three hundred and fifty dozen cor-

sets. They operate five hundred Wheeler & Wilson

sewing-machines. The firm has a large store in New
York, and also one in Chicago, which is the only ex-

clusive jobbing corset-house in the West. The junior

member of the firm. Dr. L. C. Warner, is at present

in Europe, and has completed arrangements for the

manufacture of the Warner corset by the lai'ge firm

of Footman, Pretty & Nicholson, of Ijiswich, England.

The manufacture is also to be introduced into Paris.

Thus, within an almost incredibly short period, this

energetic firm has inaugurated an industrial enter-

prise of vast proi^ortions, of which not only Bridge-

port, but New England and the entire country, may
justly feel proud. It is the largest establishment of

its kind in America, and justly merits its success. By
a strict attention to business, coupled with an indom-

itable will and the manufacture of the best quality of

goods. Dr. Warner has succeeded in building up in

this city the largest corset-manufactory in the world.

Sept. 24, 1862, he united in marriage with Lucetta

M. Greenman, a native of McGrawville, Cortland Co.,

N. Y., and has three children,—Annie L., De Ver H.,

and Hugh F. The last named died May 1, 1879.

JARRATT MORFORD.

A man who entirely by his own efforts has risen to

affluence and social position, and through all the

changing events of an active business life has pre-

served his integrity unimpeached, well deserves the

pen of the historian. Such an one is Jarratt Mor-
ford, the subject of this sketch. Without the advan-

tages of inherited aid he worked the problem of his

own fortune, and lives to enjoy the fruition of a

successful business career.

He was born in Shrewsbury, N. J., March 29, 1817,

and was one of a family of eight children of George

Morford and Maria WardelL* His boyhood was

* Mr. Morford's ancestors were among the pioneers of Shrewsbury,

and the present town of Eed Bank is located upon a portion of his

father's original purchase.

passed in his native town, like the youth of that

period generally, working at farm labor during the

summer season and attending school in the winter.

When only twelve years of age he entered as a clerk

i

the retail grocery establishment of Klots & Traf-

ford in New York City. Here he remained six years,

and then became a clerk in the store of C. & R. War-
dell & Co., wholesale grocers in New York, and after

a service here of six years came to Bridgeport, then

a small village, as clerk for the late D. H. Sterling,

who was a wholesale grocer, and for that day doing

a large business. He remained in the employ of Mr.

Sterling about four years, and on the 12th of April,

1845, thirty-five years ago, commenced business for

1 himself as a member of the firm of Morford, Blake-

man & Co., wholesale grocers. Mr. Blakeman, who

I

is now a member of the firm of Ivison, Blakeman,

Phinney & Co., publishers, of New York, continued

with the firm only about six months, and disposed of

his interest to Mr. L. C. Northrop, and the business

was conducted under the firm-name of Morford,

Northrop & Co., the " Co." being Mr. Philo Hurd,

about four years, when Mr. Samuel C. and David

Trubee purchased Mr. Northrop's interest. Samuel

C. remained with the firm but a few years, when he

retired, and this large business has since been carried

on under the name, familiar to business men through-

out Connecticut and Massachusetts, of Morford & Tru-

: bee. During the long career of this firm they have

occupied only two stores, the old one. No. 346, and

the present one, first occupied in 1870, 356 and 358

Water Street.

At the beginning of business the sales were meagre,

amounting to about seventy-five thousand dollars per

year, and as an illustration of the rapid development

of the business, it is stated that the value of the an-

nual sales now reaches from six hundred thousand

to eight hundred thousand dollars, while at times

their monthly sales reach the sum of, ninety-five

thousand dollars. The house handles an immense

amount of flour and sugar, and also owns aflouring-mill

at Kalamazoo, Mich., with a capacity of nine hundred

barrels per week. While the success of this business

has been something remarkable, it has not been at-

tained without the exercise of good judgment and a

strict attention to the business in all its details. From
the beginning Mr. Morfc rd has given the business his

personal attention, and to tiiis fact, which is too much

j

undervalued by many young business men of to-day,

I

is attributed much of his success. During the various

financial panics which have swept over the country

I

this house remained firm, and, remarkable as it may
: appear in the life of an active business man, from the

I
beginning to the present time not a year has elapsed

that Mr. Morford has not made more than his ex-

penses.

Mr. Morford has educated numerous young men in

business, many of whom have become successful in

their various spheres. Among the number may be
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mentioned Melanctha M. Hurd, now a member of

the celebrated publishing house of Hurd & Houghton.

Mr. Morford is a public-spirited and generous citi-

zen, popular with the masses, and manifests a deep

interest in all matters tending to advance the interests

of the city of Bridgeport.

Politically he is a Democrat, and an earnest advo-

cate of the principles of that party. In 1858 he was

elected first selectman of the town, and held the office

three years, the second year being nominated by

both parties. Mr. Morford established the present

system of taking care of the town-poor, and reduced

the pauper exjjenses in one year from twenty-two

thousand dollars to five thousand five hundred dol-

lars. He was elected mayor in 1864, and it was

largely through his influence, and during his admin-

istration as mayor, that Seaside Park, one of the finest

in the country, also AVashington and Beardsley Parks,

were commenced.

Mayor Morford also manifests a lively interest in

ecclesiastical matters. He is a churchman, was ju-

nior warden in St. John's Church, was one of the

founders of Trinity Church, and has been senior

warden since its organization, in 1863.

Nov. 19, 1844, he united in marriage with Anna
Eliza Annin, a native of New York City, and has

two children living,—Esther Holmes and George,

both of whom reside in Bridgeport. Mrs. Morford

is a descendant of John Annin, one of the pioneers

of Basking Ridge, N. J., and Jonathan Dickinson,

the founder and first president of Princeton College.

The old Annin homestead is still standing, which

was erected over one hundred and fifty years ago.

The Annins were of the Scotch nobility.

Mr. Morford's life has been one of steady and

active devotion to business, and his great success

has been the natural result of his ability to examine

and readily comj)reliend any subject presented to

him, power to decide promptly, and courage to act

with vigor and persistency in accordance with his

convictions.

CHARLES KETCHUM AYERILL.

The subject of this sketch is descended from an old

New England family, dating from an ancestor, Isaac

Averill, who, in 1700, -with two brothers, emigrated

from Milford Haven, Wales, and settled in Topsfield,

Mass.

Nathan Averill, father of Charles K., was born
April 10, 1774, in New Preston, Litchfield Co., Conn.,

and married Polly Ketchum, of Salisbury, Conn.,

both of whom lived to a ripe old age, the former

dying at the age of ninety-two, and the latter at the

age of ninety. Their family consisted of nine chil-

dren,—six sons and three daughters. Their eldest

son, Henry, married a niece of Chancellor Kent, and
their eldest daughter married Chancellor Walworth,
the eminent jurist of New York.

Charles K. Averill was born in Cranville, N. Y.,

Oct. 6, 1812. His boyhood was passed in the village

of Plattsljurgh, N. Y., where he wa.s educated at the

Plattsburgh Academy, at that time the leading edu-

cational institution in Northern New York,

j

In early life he exhibited a fori<lness for mercantile

pursuits and the. counting-room. At the age of thir-

teen he accepted a clerkship in a store at Saratoga

Springs, N. Y., and in 1830 removed to the city of

New York, and became a clerk in the wholesale job-

bing-house of Joseph B. Varnum, 165 Pearl Street.

While here, as a branch of education, he took up

during his leisure hours the science of double-entry

book-keeping, and became -familiar with books and

accounts. After a few months he was promoted to

assistant book-keeper, and finally became the book-

keeper for the concern.

In the winter of 1862 he accepted an invitation

from the late Morris Ketchum, Esq., to come to

Bridgeport and reside, and on the 14th of March of

I

the same year he was unanimously elected treasurer

of the Housatonic Railroad Company, and has since

held that office. He is also treasurer of the " Bridge-

port Steamboat Company," and has held that office

for fifteen years.

Mr. Averill has always prominently identified him-

self with the community wherein he has resided, and

has held at various times the office of recorder and

acting mayor of Michigan City, Ind.
;
postmaster in

i Vermont; and councilman, alderman, assessor, and

police commissioner in this city. While in New
Y'ork he held a commission from Governor William

L. Marcy as captain in the One Hundred and Forty-

Second Regiment of infantry, and his company -was

chiefly composed of Pearl Street clerks.

Mr. Averill is a staunch Democrat, whose first vote

was given for Andrew Jackson, hard money, and the

honest payment of all debts.

He is a consistent churchman, a member of St.

John's Church—^Protestant Episcopal—in this city,

in which he is now senior warden. He is also treas-

urer of the parish. April 9, 1838, he united in mar-

riage with Jane M., seventh daughter of John H.

Sumner, of Claremont, N. H., and their family con-

sists of five children : Lucy, Mary, Henry D., Jane,

and Charles. Henry D. is general ticket agent of

the Housatonic Railroad.

ISAAC SHERMAN.

Isaac Sherman was born in the parish of Stratfield,

now Bridgeport, Sept. 25, 1788. He was the youngest

son of David and Rebecca (French) Sherman. The
paternal residence was on Division Street, now Park

Avciiue, a short distance above North Avenue, on the

,
site of the present residence of ]Mr. John H. Beach.

It was the homestead of throe generations bearing the

1 honored name of David Sherman, in direct succession,
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all of them men of mark in their time. This family

came from Samuel Sherman, the first settler of the

name in Stratford, Conn., through Matthew, one of his

eight sons, who very early came to Stratfield, and lo-

cated at or near the above-mentioned spot. Matthew
Sherman was one of the constituent members of the

Stratfield Church (now the First Congi-egational

Church of Bridgeport) at its organization in 1695,

and with others brought his letter of dismission from

Stratford. Samuel, the father of Matthew, emigrated

to Boston from Dedham, in Essex, England, in 1634,

in company with his distinguished brother, Rev. John
Sherman, and their cousin, Capt. John Sherman.

While both the latter settled in Watertowu, Mass.,

Samuel, who was married to Sarah Mitchell (daughter

of Matthew Mitchell and ), pushed on to

Connecticut, first to Wethersfield, and from thence to

Stratford. Here he I'eared his family of eight sons

and one daughter, all or nearly all heads of fami-

lies, having their representatives in all parts of the

country.

At the risk of digression, it may be of interest to

note here that John, one of the sons of Samuel, who
went from Stratford to Woodbury, Conn., was the

ancestor of W. T. Sherman, General of the United

States army, and of the distinguished Secretary of the

Treasury, Hon. John Sherman, of Ohio, their father

and grandfather having removed to Cleveland about

1820.

The family line of Isaac Sherman may be given as

follows

:

In England, Henry Sherman, of Dedham, England,

married Agnes Butler. He died 1580.

In England, son Edmund first married, in 1569,

Ann Pellett ; second marriage, in 1584, to Ann Clark.

In England, son Edmund married, in 1611, Judith

Angier ; came to this country in 1634 ; some time in

Watertown, Mass., and died at New Haven, Conn.,

in 1641.

In Stratford, first, Samuel, baptized 1618; married

Sarah Mitchell.

In Stratfield, second, Matthew, born 1645 ; married

Hannah .

In Stratfield, third, Lieut. David, born 1692
;

married, second, Sarah Thompson.

In Stratfield, fourth, David, born 1736; married

Mary Sterling.

In Stratfield, fifth, David, born 1757; married

Rebecca French.

In Stratfield, sixth, Isaac, born 1788
;
married, 1810,

Maria Burroughs.

The children of Isaac and Maria (Burroughs) Sher-

man were as follows, none of whom survive: Mary,

born 1812, died 1857 ;
David, born 1814, died 1815

;

Eliza, born 1816, married Darwin Warner, died in

1845 ; Jane Eleanor, born 1819, married Rowland B.

Lacey, died in 1857
;
Harriet, born 1825, died 1825.

Very early in life Mr. Sherman compiled and ex-

ecuted quite artistically a genealogical chart, showing

!
at a glance his descent, on his father's side, from

Matthew Sherman (son of Samuel) and Jacob Ster-

ling, and on his mother's side from Samuel French

I

and John Edwards, heads of four families of first

I

settlers here, with the collateral branches in each

I
generation.

At the lower right-hand corner is represented the

log house of the original settler, a large group of chil-

dren with the mother at the door, and at a short dis-

tance in the clearing is the husband and father, with

uplifted axe felling the forest-tree.

At the left hand, surrounded by significant em-

blems, is engrossed the following:

"This genealogical table was designed and executed

by Isaac Sherman . . . from motives of duty and filial

affection for his ancestors, whose names are remem-

bered with respect and honor in this new country, of

which they were among the first settlers."

This tribute, which is preserved and cherished by

: Mr. Sherman's descendants, shows a drift of mind

which was more fully developed in after-years, and

will be again referred to.

The son was not wanting in respect for his father,

but Mr. Sherman was accustomed to acknowledge his

indebtedness to his mother more than to any earthly

friend for the formation of his character and the

foundation of his religious life. His school education

;
was limited, such only as was afforded by the district

school at the four corners (now of Park and North

Avenues). It had been the intention of his father to

give him a liberal education, but the loss of a valuable

vessel and cargo crippled him financially, and the idea

was abandoned.

Almost the only avenue open to an aspiring young

man without capital was the sea. Despite its risks,

Isaac betook himself to this, with the approbation of

his parents, at the age of sixteen years. He followed

it with varying success for upwards of four years,

having twice been shipwrecked on the New Jersey

coast, with the loss of all things except his dauntless

purpose to rise. At the end of this period he came

out with ninety-five dollars ahead. To this his good

i mother added five dollars, thus giving him a capital of

one hundred dollars. Observant of his manly qualities,

his excellent uncle. Dr. James Eaton Beach, furnished

nine hundred dollars additional capital, and thus

started the firm of Beach & Sherman, located on

Water Street, in a grocery business, conducted solely

I

by Mr. Sherman. So successful was he that the

capital of the firm was doubled by his profits the first

year.

Shortly after, his brother, Capt. Sterling Sherman,

was admitted as a partner, with additional capital, and

the business was continued successfully up to 1814, a

period of seven years in all. At the close of the

second war, commonly known as the war of 1812, the

I political and international situation was not favorable

[

for mercantile and maritime pursuits in this country,

I and there followed for Mr. Sherman a year of enforced
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quiet, which completely cured him, as he said, " of ever

wishing to spend any part of his life in idleness."

In December, 1810, he married Maria, the eldest

daughter of Stephen Burroughs, Jr., and purchased

the house, then recently built, on the northeast corner

of Main and Gold Streets, which was the only home
of his married life of fifty-three years.

In 1815 he joined his fatlier-in-law in the grocery,

grain, Boston and New York coasting business, which

was successfully continued up to 1831, with the ex-

ception of an interval of four years in partnership

with Capt. John Brooks, Jr., in the same line of busi-

ness. The firm of Burroughs & Sherman owned a

number of vessels, and built the schooner "Nassau" for

a Boston coaster. During her second year this vessel

was sent in command of Capt. Lent M. Hitchcock,

under charter of some merchants from New York, to

Saint Stephens, on the Tombigbee River (Alabama).

On this trip, June, 1817, she was the first American
vessel to enter the port of Mobile after it came into

the possession of the United States. She continued

to run to Mobile under the same command, with good
success about four years, when the trade had increased

so much as to require larger vessels.

In 1832, Mr. Sherman retired from active commer-
cial life, but not from active usefulness. Indeed, he I

never ceased to be useful. While physical strength

remained he was busy, according to the principle ex-

pressed in his journal: "I believe it best for me to

exercise myself in some honest and useful employ-
ment as long as health will permit."

As early as the year 1819, Mr. Sherman had been
appointed justice of the peace, and this office he re-

tained after his retirement from business, and until

1851. In the same year of his withdrawal from mer-
cantile business he became town clerk, and held the

office sixteen years by successive annual elections.

He was also town treasurer twenty-two years by
the annual suffrages of his fellow-citizens, and during
this period his office was headquarters for convey-
ancing, and indeed all public business. Later he was
for a time judge of Probate and recorder of the city.

He seemed reluctant to take part in the adminis-
tration of the city government. Having once been '

elected alderman he declined to qualify, as is sup-

posed, from a disinclination to attend the evening
sessions of the Common Council, often very much pro-
tracted, yet he was not wanting in interest in muni-
cipal affairs. In the trying times of 1844 he was a
member of the council of safety, appointed by the
city to advise in all matters connected with the city

bonds issued for the benefit of the Housatonic Rail-

road Company. Mr. Sherman was the secretary of
the council, and the meetings were generally held in

his office. The records of the council are extant.

To these and other duties Mr. Shernuxn added an
agency for i)rocuring pensions for Revolutionary sol-

diers and widows of deceased soldiers. From the
absence of early records the establishment of these

claims by the requisite proofn frequently involved an

amount of investigation and persevering laVior almost

incredible. He never undertook doubtful cases. His

papers were always made out with great care and

clearness, and it came to be understood that their

special reliability was recognized at the pension office

in Washington. This was all the more true as Com-
missioner Edwards, who so long and ably administered

the Pension Bureau at this period, knew his personal

worth.

That he was a most industrious man is amply at-

tested by voluminous records, original deeds and

other conveyances, wills and documents, which are

preserved in the archives of the town of Bridgeport,

the Bridgeport Probate District, and the i)rivate box

of nearly every property-holder of his time in this

vicinity. Yet, though so busy and so efficient, those

who knew him well remember his quiet manner, and
how, if he ever hasted, he seemed to illustrate the

maxim, " Make haste slowly."

This part of our sketch would not be complete or

just without allusion to the last contribution made by
Mr. Sherman, for the benefit of those who .should come
after him. His long life in this community and his

extensive personal acquaintance, his familiarity with

the church and parish records, his respect for his own
ancestry— already noticed— and his genealogical

studies, his intercourse with and fondness for old peo-

ple, his extensive business intercourse, his investiga-

tions for the establishment of pension claims, his

experience in connection with the settlement and
distribution of estates, all contributed to furnish

his observant and retentive mind with a fund of in-

formation regarding the early settlement and history

of Stratfield and Bridgeport. He could give the

exact location of the old family homes, and much
about the descendants, the settlement of the New-
fields (now the city of Bridgeport), the rise and prog-

ress of business, the business firms, how composed,

how located, and whether successful or otherwise, etc.

No one had attempted to cover the field, and no one
living could do it as he could, and unless by him
committed to paper, at his decease it was certain that

very much would be inevitably lost. This considera-

tion was frequently urged upon him for years without

success. After his retirement from public business, to

the quiet of an office improvised under the domestic

roof, the situation seemed favorable, and his consent

to enter upon the work was gained. The plan was
laid out for him, and he entered upon it timidly, a*

he said " his early education was defective, aiul had
not qualified him to write history," but his intere.=!t

and his confidence grew as he progressed. The result

was not a coniplete history, but the embodiment of a
mass of fact and valuable information of great value.

To those who would study the early history of Bridge-

port and Stratfield, or their families, " Enquire Sher-
man's Recollections" are a necessity, and every pass-

ing year they increase in value.
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Mr. Sherman's religious convictions commenced
early in life. They were grounded on the Word of

God, were pronounced, and influenced his whole

being. He and his estimable wife together united

with the Stratfield church, the church of his fathers,

in 1812. Though modest and retiring, here, as in

secular matters, his worth was thoroughly appre-

ciated and his services sought. In 1830 he was
elected to the office of deacon, and continued in active

service until 1858. He was for a long period upon
the Society (or Parish) Committee, and its most active

member. He was also clerk and treasurer of the

church. The responsibility and labor involved in

this connection added very materially to his daily

cares and duties. As to how they were met, his pas-

tor in his funeral discourse bears this testimony :
" In

the heart to see the house of God prosper, and thought-

fulness for widows, for the poor and bereaved, lie was
without fault. Many a child of sorrow has called

him blessed." He was not ambitious for wealth.

This is apparent from his early voluntary retirement

from mercantile business, also from the firm Chris-

tian principle which led him to decline, when a young
man, to sell liquor by the glass, and this long before

the temperance reformation, while it was customary

and entirely respectable to do so. It was urged upon
him, and visions of wealth were painted before his

eyes. But he was inflexible, and would have no
share in a traffic which was injurious, which he saw
to be wrong, whether others did or not.

Having acquired a moderate competency, he seemed

only desirous of earning by his useful labors enough
to provide for his moderate family expenses and dis-

bursements for religious and charitable purposes.

These latter probably seldom, if ever, fell short of

the Scripture rule of one-tenth of his income. He
often remarked that " it was a very nice thing to

live right;" and again, that Agur understood the

matter pretty well in his prayer; " Remove far from

me vanity and lies. Give me neither poverty nor

riches; feed me with food convenient for me," etc.

In his own estimation, he had not much religion to

speak of But his life told, and, referring to it, it was

well said in the funeral discourse before quoted

:

" One exemplary, faithful, kind, peaceable, loving,

practical Christian life, sustained to the last—such

as our lamented and venerable friend has led in this

community—is worth to the cause of God and truth

and human salvation, more than all mere head ortho-

doxy,—the spasmodic piety, the exhortations and con-

versations, which are so common and so cheap in

every place,—all put together—a thousand fold.

Such a life is a ' living epistle' written not with

pen and ink, but with the finger of God. Men can-

not help reading it, nor can they help believing it.

" So lived and labored

Isaac Sherman,
And rested Nov. 23, 1863."

ROWLAND B. LACEY.

If one were to choose a j^roper title for the biogra-

phy of the subject of the present sketch, no fitter one

could be found than " Record of a busy and exceed-

ingly useful life." Rowland Bradley Lacey, only

son of Jesse and Edna (Munson) Lacey, was born at

Easton, Conn., April 6, 1818, and comes from excel-

lent New England stock, being connected upon his

mother's side with the family of President Stiles, of

Yale College, and directly descended from John

I

Haynes, the first Governor of Connecticut colony,

and his wife, Mabel Harlakenden. Upon his father's

side he is descended from John Lacey, an early set-

tler of Stratfield Parish, and Deacon David Sherman
and Deacon Henry Rowland, both of whom were

pillars in the ancient First Church. His great-

grandfather, Edward Lacey, son of John, removed

j

to North Fairfield, now Easton, in 1756, and was one

of the founders of that town. His grandfather,

Zachariah Lacey, son of Edward, was a Revolu-

tionary soldier, who served under Washington at

the time of the evacuation of New York, and after-

wards commanded a small guard which was stationed

for a time upon Fairfield beach. Rowland Lacey was
brought up upon his father's farm in Easton, receiv-

ing the usual common-school education of the day.

When fourteen years of age he was sent to a select

private school, taught by Eli Gilbert, in Redding,

Conn. At the early age of fifteen and a half years

he commenced teaching a district school in his native

j
town ; and in the summer of 1834, and the following

i winter, taught the large public school upon Redding

Ridge, many of the pupils being quite as old as their

youthful preceptor.

Among those who attended this school were Mr.

Henry Sanford, of this city; Sheriff Aaron Sanford,

of Newtown
;
Henry B. Fanton, of Danbury, and

others. The next year was passed as a pupil at

Easton Academy, after which, in April, 1836, at the

age of eighteen, he removed to Bridgeport. This place

was then only a small village of some three or four

thousand inhabitants, with very few of the public

improvements now possessed. There were no parks,

:
no sewers, no gas, a very scanty supply of public

' water, and flagged sidewalks only in a portion of

three or four business streets. The principal public

i

buildings were the Bridgeport and Connecticut banks

and the wooden Sterling Hotel on Main Street, then

just completed.

1 Mr. Lacey's first occupation in Bridgeport was that

,
of assistant postmaster. This place he held, at first

under Stephen Lounsbury, and afterwards under Smith

Tweedy, for nearly four years, with an interval of about

six months in 1838, which were sj^ent in study at

Easton Academy.

On the opening of the Housatonic Railroad,—one

of the very first roads of the country,—in December,

1839, Mr. Lacey took a position in the transportation

department, and as agent at Bridgeport bore a large
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share of the responsibilities of operating the road.

For several years during the winter season this was

the only steam line between New York and Al})any,

and the traffic was very heavy, taxing to the utmost

not only the meagre facilities for handling freight, etc.,

but the mettle and resources of the management. The

duties intrusted to Mr. Lacey, however, were faith-

fully and successfully performed until March, 1844,

when he voluntarily withdrew, not without the re-

monstrances and expressed regrets of Alfred Bishop

and other leading men connected with the road. In

taking leave of the railroad business, he had the sat-

isfaction of feeling that not only had his services

been highly prized by the company, but that no mis-

take or negligence of his had ever been the occasion

of injury to either life or property. The immediate

reason for his making the change was an unsolicited

proposition upon the part of Messrs. Harral & Cal-

houn that he should take the position of book-keeper

in their saddle-factory.

This was at that time one of the leading manufac-

turing establishments in Connecticut, doing a large

and remunerative Southern trade, and having a ware-

house in New York and a branch establishment in

Charleston, S. C. Mr. Lacey soon became assistant

manager of the manufactory, and so familiar with all

the details, both of the saddle trade and the office

business, that new hands who did not know to the

contrary supposed that he had been brought up to

it. In 1853 he became a member of the firm of Har-

ral, Calhoun & Co. In 1858, after the death of Mr.

Harral, the firm was reorganized under the name of

Calhoun, Lacey & Co., and in 1863 the title was again

changed to Lacey, Meeker & Co. The late war was

almost a fatal blow to the saddlery business, the chief

market for which was in the South. Not only did it

cause immense losses, but it demoralized and impov-

erished the market, so much so as to render attempts

to continue the business unprofitable, if not disastrous.

Between the years 1840 and 1850, Mr. Lacey was
connected with the old volunteer fire department, as

private member-and as foreman of Company No. 1,

and assistant engineer. In 1848 he drew up and pro-

cured the passage of a very fiiU and explicit ordinance

for the organization and government of the depart-

ment. Previous to this time the several companies

had been entirely independent of each other, and
anything but harmony had prevailed. Under the

new system the government was vested in a board of

engineers, discipline was enforced, and the result was
exceedingly advantageous in all respects. This plan

continued in force until the adoption of the paid sys-

tem in 1870.

Another field in which his influence has been felt is

the Common Council, to which he was elected in 1848,

1852, 1853, and again in 1864.

About the year 1870 there was felt by leading citi-

zens of Bridgeport to be a need of a better system of

keeping the city accounts. Accordingly, at the re- '

quest of Mayor Morford and otlicr jiroruinent gentle-

men, Mr. Lacey visited New JIaven and Hartford,

Newark, N. J., and Sj)ringfield, Mass., in order to

examine the methods of keeping the jiublic accounts

in use in those cities. From information thus ac-

quired he drew up the present financial system, which,

after having been revised, and in some respects elab-

orated, by Francis Ives, Esq., was adopted by the

Common Council, Feb. 20, 1871. At the same time

he was appointed city auditor, an office which he has

filled with eminent ability and faithfulness to the

present time, having been thrice re-elected to it,—viz.,

in 1874, 1877, and 1880. The original appointment

was made under a Demogratic administration as a

non-partisan one, and has always had the sui)port of

leading men of both parties. As auditor of the city,

all matters of finance and accounts pass under his

inspection, and no bills or claims can be paid without

his examination and approval. He has also been

connected almost constantly during the above period

with the street and sewer departments, as the clerk

and man of business of the board of road and bridge

commissioners, and as secretary of the Park commis-

sioners. In addition to other services performed, all

the men in both of these departments are paid their

weekly wages by him personally, a matter of no small

responsibility and labor. In all these transactions

there has been a remarkable freedom from error, and

the books and accounts have been kept with accuracy

and care.

Mr. Lacey has also introduced system into the ac-

counts of the town of Bridgeport, and since 1876 has

had the management of the town sinking fund, which

at the present time (October, 1880) amounts to over

$100,000. From his large experience, his services are

frequently in demand to apportion the cost of sewers

and pavements, and in fiict, in so many forms does

his work appear, that he has sometimes been accused

of running the entire city government. He is con-

tinually called upon for advice and for data concern-

ing city and town matters, both by residents of the

place and by correspondents from abroad. In 1873

he commenced the compilation of the " Municipal

Eegister," a work of several hundred pages, contain-

ing lists of city officers, public documents, financial

statements, etc., together with historical information

of great interest. This work has been published an-

nually to the present time, and is invaluable as a

work of reference.

From a very early period Mr. Lacey has taken a

deep interest in the cause of education. On first

coming to Bridgeport, when he was only eighteen

years of age, his " spirit was stirred within him" at

the low condition of the public schools. He addressed

several communications to the newspapers upon this

topic, and unaided obtained the services of Prof. J
Orville Taylor, of Albany, the common-school cham-

pion of the State of New York, to lecture hero upon
' the subject. As the fruit of these eflbrts, the old
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wooden building, inappropriately known as the High-

school house, was demolished, and a substantial brick

structure, at No. 200 State Street (now occupied for

business purposes), took its place, and the services of

such teachers as George W. Yates, and afterwards of

Emory F. Strong and others, were secured.

Another subject in which Mr. Lacey has always

been interested, and which in fact might be called his

hobby, is the early history of this place and of its in-

- habitants.

Concerning the old families here his knowledge is

varied and exceedingly accurate. It was at his sug-

gestion that his father-in-law, Deacou Isaac Sherman,

a life-long resident, wrote out a valuable series of ar-

ticles, embodying his own early recollections, together

with many facts that had been handed down from the

first settlers. These articles, revised and corrected bj'

Mr. Lacey, were published after the decease of Es-

quire Sherman.

The historical papers of the " Municipal Register"

have already been alluded to, and mention ought also

to be made of the many excellent and judicious obit-

uary sketches from Mr. Lacey 's jien which from time

to time have been kindly contributed to the columns

of our local newspapers when the ranks of our leading

citizens have been thinned by death. These sketches

have always been read with interest, though few be-

sides the immediate friends of the deceased have been

aware of their authorship, nor even they of the labor

involved in their preparation. The biographies of the

Rev. Henry Jones, Sherman Hartwell, and Isaac

Sherman in the present volume, are from his hand.

As might be supposed, the services of a gentleman

so well qualified have been in request in various posi-

tions of financial responsibility. He is at present a

director in the Bridgeport National Bank and in the

Bridgejaort Mutual Insurance Company, also trustee

in the Mechanics' and Farmers' Savings Bank, and

his aid is often sought in the making of wills and in

the management of estates and property, in such ca-

pacities as executor, administrator, conservator, or

trustee.

For several yeai's he was a director in the Moun-
tain Grove Cemetery, and was on the committee for the

first reappraisal of the. lots. Thp old Stratfield Ceme-

tery also, which has been used as a burying-place for

more than two hundred years, has lately been placed

under the charge of a committee, of which Mr. Lacey

is the treasurer and active member, and by his in-

strumentality improvements are being made in the

grounds.

With so many luiblic duties devolving upon him,

Mr. Lacey has been necessarily much absent from

home, but he has always been an affectionate hus-

band and father.

His first wife was Jane E., daughter of the late

Isaac Sherman, Esq., of this city. They were mar7

ried Nov. 17, 1841, but the union was dissolved by

her death, April 5, 1857. His present wife, Mrs.

Elizabeth R. Boardman Lacey, was a daughter of the

late Sherman Boardman, Esq., of Hartford. The date

of their marriage is April 14, 1859. The children by

the first marriage were (1) Mary Louisa, whose first

husband was the late Maj. Ezra D. Dickerman, but

Avho is now the wife of Samuel S. Hunter
; (2) Edward

Rowland, deceased; (3) Henry Rowland, deceased;

(4) David Sherman, now in business in New York
City. Miss Henrietta Boardman Lacey is Mr. Lacey's

daughter by his second marriage.

In i^olitics, Mr. Lacey in his early years was a mem-
ber of the old Whig party, and a great admirer of

Daniel Webster and Henry Clay. During the war he

was an earnest Union man, and since its close he has

I

acted with the Republican party, and may be classed

!
as a conservative Republican, though he has many
warm friends in each of the two political parties.

j

No sketch of the subject of this biography would

be complete that did not give more than passing

I notice to the religious princij)les which are the foun-

I dation of his whole character,—the solid rock upon

which the entire structure rests. Mr. Lacey was born

and educated a Congi-egationalist of the Puritan type,

yet, from early association with Christian people of

other denominations, has always been catholic and

liberal in his sentiments, though firmly adhering to

the faith of his forefathers. About the year 1827 he

was one of the original scholars in the first Sunday-

school formed in the town of Redding, the Sunday-
' school then being a new institution. Mr. N. H.

Lindley, now of this city, was his teacher in this

school, but in his fifteenth year Mr. Lacey himself

became a teacher. Previous to this time. May 6, 1832,

at the age of fourteen years, he had made an open

j

profession of religion, and united with the Congrega-

tional Church in Redding, a step due to the influence

and the early religious instruction of a devoted
' Christian mother, more than to any other human
source.

In July, 1837, he became a member of the First

I

Congregational Church of this city, with which he

has ever since been identified, both as deacon, to

which office he was elected Aug. 30, 1850, and for a

i number of years as clerk and as treasurer of the

j

church. From 1837 to 1850 he was a member of the

choir. For many years he has also served in one or

more of the following capacities : society's treasurer,

member and chairman of society's committee, Sun-

day-school teacher, librarian, superintendent of Sun-^

day-school, and teacher of a Bible class. His heart is

in the Sunday-school work, and he considers himself

I
as enlisted for life to serve this cause in some capacity.

In connection with Henry W. Chatfield, now of

New York, Mr. Lacey solicited and raised most of

the funds for building the house of worship now oc-

! cupied by the First Church, and was also a member

j

of the building committee for the erection of the

j

chapel adjoining.

I These services are all important in their way, but
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more important than any of them is the influence

exerted by a constant and devoted, yet unostenta-

tious, Christian life of more tlian forty years in this

community.

Sucli a life is a more eloqueait argument for the

Christian religion than any sermon, however able,

and such a character, together with

" That best portion of a good man's life,

His little, nameless, iinieniemljered acts

Of kindness and of love,"

will at some future day be his legacy to those who
bear his name, to the church of which he is a mem-
ber, and to all who have in any way come within the

sphere of his influence.

JOHN L. WESSELS.

The paternal ancestors of John L. Wessels were

of German origin, and the maternal ones French Hu-
guenots. Mr. Wessels was born in White Plains,

Westchester Co., N. Y. He was son of James and

Letitia Wessels. His grandfather, Hercules Wessels,

was an old-time resident of White Plains, settling on

the homestead (which was in the possession of his

descendants until a few years ago) before the Revolu-

tion. He was a sterling patriot, and served as ser-

geant of Gen. Washington's body-guard during the

entire period of the Revolutionary war, and was

wounded at the battle of Yorktown.

James Wessels was a farmer, and John spent his

early life at the old home, acquiring the physical

vigor so essential to success in life, and also a common
school education. When he was sixteen years old he

entered his brother's store at Port Chester, in ca-

pacity of clerk. After one year's time he was called

to take charge of a store in East Bridgeport, and re-

mained there two years, when, seeing a good opportu-

nity to engage himself in business, Mr. Wessels formed

a partnership with' Elias Hall, and purchased the

stock of goods (groceries and hardware), and con-

tinued the trade for two years, when William H.
Wessels, his brother, purchased Mr. Hall's interest.

The brothers continued together in this business until

1877, when they sold the stock and fixtures, and

opened a wholesale fruit and produce store on the

corner of Wall and Water Streets, Bridgeport, where

they are still in trade.

Mr. Wessels married, Sept. 23, 1862, Sarah A.,

daughter of James and Nancy Merritt, of Port Ches-

ter, N. Y.

Brought up by a father who was an old-line Whig
and afterwards a Republican, Mr. Wessels has ever

affiliated with the Republican party. The first Re-

publican parade in East Bridgeport consisted of

eighteen men and one boy. Mr. Wessels was that

boy. Believing in the necessity of the prevalence of

Republican principles, Mr. Wessels has been active

and ardent in their support, a valued leader and coun-

11

selor, a member of town, county, and State commit-

tees, was placed in candidacy for the Lcgiwlature in

1878, but defeated with the entire Jiejiublican ticket;

was elected mayor of Bridgeport in 1879,—the only

candidate on the Repul)]ican ticket that was not de-

feated. He was unanimously renominated by accla-

mation on exjjiration of his term of office as mayor,

but declined to accept on account of the pressure of

business, wliich was rendered much heavier by the ill

health of his brother.

Mr. Wessels has also been alderman for the Fifth

Ward of Bridgeport for four years, and in the dis-

charge of the duties of that office wa-i chairman of

several important committees. He was vice-president

of the Republican State convention Avhich met at

New Haven in the spring of 1880 to elect delegates

to the Republican National Convention at Chicago.

Mr. Wessels is a member of St. John's Lodge of

Free Masons in Bridgeport, and for over twenty years

has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, holding many offices in its gift, and is at

present president of the board of trustees. He is

largely engaged in Sunday-school work, and has held

various positions in that connection.

Mr. Wessels was a charter member of Batterj' B,

Light Artillery, Connecticut National Guards, organ-

ized in 1858, and was commissioned gun-sergeant, but

soon promoted to third lieutenant, again to second

lieutenant, first lieutenant, and captain. As captain,

was senior artillery officer of the State.

As an individual, Mr. Wessels is social and pleasing,

is very popular, and is justly considered one of Bridge-

port's successful, progressive, public-spirited, and

honorable citizens. While active and progressive he

is also prudent, and never carried away by any vision-

ary scheme or project, however brilliant it may ap-

pear, and is thus a careful guardian of public trusts

or private interests and a sound counselor.

ALISON AMOS PETTENGILL.

Alison Amos Pettengill, son of Rev. Amos Pet-

tengill, was born in the town of Champlain, Clin-

ton Co., N. Y., Nov. 13, 1808. His father was a Con-

gregational minister, and removed to Morris, in Litch-

field County, in this State, when Alison A. was quite

young, and here, at the Morris Academy, his educa-

tion was commenced ; and having prepared himself

for a collegiate course, entered Middlebury College,

Vt. He subsequently entered Yale College, where

he graduated in the class of 1829. After graduation,

during a period of nine yeai-s, he taught private select

schools of a liigh grade in the towns of Stratford,

Danbury, Fairfield, and Bridgeport. While conduct-

ing the school in this city in 1839, he purchased the

materials of the newspaper known as the Bridgeport

Press and changed the name to the Republican Stan-

dard, and continued as its editor and proprietor until
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the spring of 1868, when H. B. Wildman and J. S. Han-
over were admitted to an interest, and the paper was

conducted under the firm-name of Pettengill & Co.

Mr. Pettengill subsequently purchased their interest,

and conducted the paper as sole editor and proprietor

until 1863, when he disposed of it to John D. Can-

dee, Esq.

Politically, Mr. Pettengill is a Republican, and was

previously a Whig, and, although not an active poli-

tician, has held various offices within the gift of his

fellow-citizens. He was a senator in 1845, and has

also been a representative. He held the office of

United States marshal four years, and was the census

marshal for this State and appointed the census su-

pervisors for 1850. He has also been a member of

the Common Council of this city, and alderman sev-

eral years. In the early days of the telegraph he

was much interested in the matter, and acted as di-

rector of the company.

Mr. Pettengill is an earnest churchman, and a mem-
ber of the vestry of St. John's Parish.

He has been twice married. His first wife was

Elizabeth Philipps, of Danbury, who died in 1862.

His present wife is Catharine A., daughter of the late

Isaac Burroughs. Her grandfather, Stephen Bur-

roughs, opened the second store in this city. He was

during a long period a successful merchant.

Since Mr. Pettengill disposed of his interest in the

Standard newspaper, he has lived a retired private

life, and is honored and respected by all.

PHILO IIURD SKIDMORE.

Philo Hurd Skidmore was born in Bethlehem,

Litchfield Co., Conn., Oct. 1, 1817, living with his

parents to the age of sixteen, enjoying the privileges

of the district school during the winter months, and

laboring with his father on the farm through the sum-

mer, securing thereby a healthy development of body

and mind. He then went to New Haven as clerk in

the wholesale grocery-store of Henry Oaks, where he

served five years, securing the confidence and esteem

of his employer. On completing his clerkship he was

admitted a partner in the wholesale grocery-firm of

Kidston & Hall,—Mr. Kidston retiring. He con-

tinued in this connection five years, doing a success-

ful trade. During all these years he was an active

member of the Young Mechanics' and Young Men's

Institute, and one of the original founders of the

latter.

In 1843 he returned to his native town and kept a

country store, doing a varied and extensive business

up to the year 1853, aaid by rigid economy and strict

attention to business increased his little savings of

early days to a moderate competence. Confidence in

his ability and integrity gave him during these years

the positions of town and parish treasurer, town clerk,

collector, etc.

On the organization of the Woodbury Bank he was
made a director to represent the Bethlehem stock-

holders. Its failure from the unwarranted trans-

actions of the president and cashier was the first dis-

aster of his life. Smarting under the chagrin of the

failure of anything with which he was connected, in

September, 1858, he came to Bridgeport, leaving his

store in charge of his brother, and joined James E.

Dunham in the dry-goods trade. He remained in

this connection but a short time, retiring to accept

the position of secretary and treasurer of the Pacific

Iron-Works, vacant by the resignation of Hon. H. K.

Harral. Wholly ignorant of mechanics, machinery,

and manufacturing, it was a new existence to him,

but with characteristic determination he grappled

with the necessities of the situation, and after a

struggle of eight years found the works with nothing

to boast but safety from the almost universal wreck of

the numerous joint-stock corporations organized at

that period. The rising cloud of rebellion loomed a

dark shadow over the future. The demand for armed

vessels to enforce the blockade led to a contract with

government to build and erect the machinery for the

gunboat " Kanawha" for forty-five thousand dollars,

in 1861. This resulted in a loss of twenty thousand

dollars, which crippled the company and brought

them to the verge of bankruptcy. At this time he

was surety on a large amount of the company indebt-

edness and bonds to the government. In 1862 he

became owner of the entire works by purchase of the

stock and assumed the debts. Wrestling with the

difficulties that surrounded him for a while, the revi-

val of business in 1863 found him fully prepared to

reap the benefit of the tidal wave of success which

swept over New England manufactures, and he gath-

ered a rich harvest of profits for the next five years,

the works attaining a reputation and extent second to

but few in the country. In 1865 he removed to New-
town, where he has since resided, and purchased the

fine residence and farm of D. V. T. Baldwin, retiring

somewhat from the immediate oversight of his manu-

factory. He was representative from that town in

the Legislature of 1869.

In January, 1870, he visited Florida, making a tour

through the Southern States, visiting five State Cap-

itols, in which the Legislatures were in session, com-

posed largely of colored members. In May following

he returned to Florida and arranged for the construc-

tion of the St. John's Railway, running from the St.

John's River to St. Augustine on the coast, furnishing

the entire means for building and equipping the same,

he and his two sons operating it for five years. In

1875 he disposed of his interest in the road to Mr.

Lanier, of Winslow, Lanier & Co., New York. In

1876 he purchased the entire machinery, patterns, and

material of the steam fire-engine works of William

Jeffers, Pavvtucket, R. I., and removed them to Bridge-

port, and has since carried on that branch in con-

nection with his other business, producing some of the
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finest specimens of steam fire-engines of the present

times. Since that year his time has been divided be-

tween the care and oversight of his farm and tlie

works at Bridgeport. On tlie niglit of May 2d the

works were destroyed by fire. His loss was iieavy

and insurance small, but undaunted by the seeming

great disaster, and believing that God rules in the af-

fairs of men, he set to work vigorously, and not only

rebuilt but largely extended his works, and has now
one of the most complete establishments for the manu-
facture of machinery of all kinds, boilei's, and foun-

dry-work in the New England States.

The fire caused the dissolution of the firm of Skid-

more & Moore, and the works are now carried on by

himself and two sons, under the firm-name of P. PI.

Skidmore & Sons. The revival of business has filled

their shops with work to their utmost capacity. Rig-

orous, almost severe, in his habits of diet and sleep,

his vigor now at the age of sixty-three is unabated,

and his health perfect.

In January, 1880, he visited New Orleans, traveling

through Texas and States bordering on the Missis-

sippi River, and was so well pleased with New Or-

leans, its people and climate, and so fully impressed

of its certain future growth and prosperity, that he
not only made investments in real estate, but made
arrangements for residing there permanently during

the fall and winter months, and is at present (fall of

1880) there on his plantation near the city.

Such is briefly the history of one of our successful

self-made Connecticut men, based upon self-reliance,

industry, and economy.

With a family of seven children, five of whom are

living,—three sons and two daughters,—with a rea-

sonable competence, his declining years are the pleas-

antest of his life, and amply repay the struggles and
hardships of his early days.

JULIUS W. KNOWLTON.

Julius W. Knowlton was born in Southbridge, Wor-
cester Co., Mass., Nov. 28, 1838. His boyhood until

he was seven years of age was passed in his native

town. He then went with his parents to Norwich,
Conn., where they remained three years and then re-

moved to Bridgeport. He was educated at the public

and private schools in this vicinity, giving particular

attention to mathematical studies and civil engineer-

ing. In 1860 he purchased a coal interest in this city,

and was conducting that business upon the breaking
out of the Rebellion. He was not one of those to stand

idly by when his imperiled country called for brave

men to strike at the hideous head of rebellion, and in

1862 sacrificed his business and enlisted as a private

in Company A, Fourteenth Connecticut Volunteer
Infantry, and upon the organization of the regiment
was made commissary-sergeant. He subsequently

acted as brigade-commissary in the brigade com-

manded by Ceil. Dwight Morris, colonel of the Four-

teenth Regiment. In all the walks of life Mr. Knowl-

ton has exhibited great executive ability, and at no

time has this more conspicuously ajjpearcd than on

the night of the memorable battle of Antietam, when
with the utmost dispatch he pushed his provision-

train to the front, and his brigade was the first to re-

ceive supplies. He was complimented by his superior

officers, and was promised promotion in the commis-

sary department,—a promise, however, which was

never fulfilled. He was promoted to second lieuten-

ant of Company C, the color company of his regi-

ment, and was in command of that company at

Gettysburg. On the third day of the battle of Get-

tysburg he was severely wounded, and remained in a

hospital on the field eleven days, and was then re-

moved to Baltimore, and soon after came home.

Early in the following January he returned to the

front, but was unable to perform arduous military

duty, and, March 29, 1864, was discharged for physi-

cal disability, and at the surrender of Lee was clerk

in the provost-marshal's office at Bridgeport.

Ujjon the close of the war Mr. Knowlton received

appointment in the Adams Express Company, and

subsequently, in October, 1866, was one of three who
purchased the Bridgeport Standard, which was organ-

ized as a stock company in the following January,

with Mr. Knowlton as secretary and treasurer and

business manager. He resigned this position in

March, 1873, to take the superintendence of the

Moore Car-Wheel Company, of Jersey City, N. J., a

large establishment doing an extensive business, but

that ever-memorable " Black Friday" came and the

business was ruined.

Oct. 1, 1874, he accepted the position of chief of the

division of dead letters at Washington, which division

at that time was in a deplorable condition, the busi-

ness being fourteen months in arrears. Here Mr.

Knowlton's executive ability received a fresh demon-
stration. He at once reduced the whole business of

the division to a system, and in less than three months
the fourteen months' arrearages were cleared up and
the vast machinery of the office was running smoothly.

Postmaster-General Jewell then made him chief clerk

of the post-office department, a position which he held

until Oct. 15, 1875, when he received the appointment

of postmaster at Bridgeport, and November 1st took

possession of the office and has since officiated in that

capacity.

His genial and courteous manners won him hosts

of friends during his stay in Washington, and upon
his departure he was the recipient of a vast number
of letters both from the heads of the department and
his subordinates regretting his departure and express-

ing the warmest friendship.

Politicallj', Mr. Knowlton is a Republican, and is

active and prominent in the councils of the party.

He has served two terms in the Legislature, has been

a member of the Republican State committee, etc.,
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and was on Governor Jewell's staff with the rank of

colonel.

He is also a prominent member of the Masonic fra-

ternity, and at present is Captain-General of Hamilton

Commandery. He still manifests a lively interest in

the " Boys in Blue," and has been assistant adjutant-

general of the Grand Army of the Republic of Con-

necticut, and also a member of the National Council

of administration of the Grand Army, and this year

(1880) was a delegate to the National Encampment
of the Grand Army.

Doc. 17, 1866, he united in marriage with Jennie

E. Fairchild, a native of Newtown, Conn. They
have had two children, both of whom are deceased.

Mr. Knowlton traces his genealogy back to Thomas
Kuowlton,* who was the youngest of three brothers

who came to the United States in 1632 or 1633 and

settled in Ipswich, Mass. He married Susanna ,t

and was a deacon in the church in Ipswich. He had

two sons,—Thomas, Jr., and Joseph. Deacon Thomas
died April 3, 1692, aged seventy years.

Thomas (2) Jr., born 1643-44, married Hannah
Green, November, 1668. He was jailer in Ipswich in

1680, and died Feb. 28, 1717, and had children as fol-

lows: Thomas (3), Robert, Katherine, Deborah, Eze-

kiel, Zerubbabel, Susannah.

Thomas (3), born May 11, 1670, married Margery

Goodhue, Dec. 9, 1692; married (2) Margery Carter.

Children, Robert, born Sept. 7, 1693, married Hannah
Robinson ; Asher Knowlton, who resides in Stafford

Springs, Conn., is one of his descendants; Margery,

Sarah, Abraham, Deborah, Joseph, Ezekiel(4).

Ezekiel (4), born March, 1707, married Susannah

Morgan in 1728. Ezekiel died March 14, 1774, and

Susannah died March 19, 1794. Their children were

Mary, Deborah, Luke, Susannah, Ezekiel, William

(5), Sarah, Margery, Thomas.

William (5), born April 29, 1741, married Han-
nah Hastings, Oct. 22, 1764. He resided in Shrews-

bury. She was born in Watertown. Dr. William

died Sept. 13, 1820; Hannah died Oct. 25, 1832.

Their children were Hannah, Asa, Susannah, Arte-

mas, William, Dr. Seth (6), and Joseph H.

Dr. Seth (6), born in Shrewsbury, May 11, 1781,

married Relief Howe in 1802. He died April 12,

1832. Children of Dr. Seth were Darwin, Charles,

Eunice (died when two years old), Artemas, William

S.,—father of the subject of this sketch,—Eunice,

Nancy, Calvin, and Dolly.

DAVID M. READ.

David M. Read was born in Hoosic Falls, N. Y.,

Oct. 12, 1832. His parents soon after removed to

North Adams, Mass., where most of his boyhood days

* They were from Clieswick, Kent Co., England. The father was cap-

tain of a bark, and died on tlie pa'ssage.

f Full name not given.

were passed. He commenced his education at the

district school, finishing it at the old Drury Academy,
North Adams, at the age of fourteen, working during

the summer vacation for farmers and in stores to help

pay for clothes and schooling, as his jjarents were not

able to keep him at the academy. After leaving

school he engaged with a farmer at four dollars per

month, and his first work was sawing and splitting

wood in the hot sun. With blistered neck, but lots of
" pluck," he kept at his task until one day the farmer

came to him and said, " Now, David, I am going to

set you to farming." Never was there a boy more de-

lighted. With a quick step and a light heart he ac-

companied the farmer away up on the mountain-side

to an open lot in the rear of a piece of woods, and was
set to picking up stone ! This capped the climax. If

farming for him meant sawing wood and picking stone

he was through with it. So he abandoned his dreams

of agriculture and went with his older brother Charles,

who had taken a cloth-mill in Pownal, Vt., for the

manufacture of cloths for men's wear. This business,

j

however, proved unsuccessful, and he was soon out of

employment. He afterwards clerked successively in

Williamstown, Stockbridge, and Lenox, continuing

his studies during this time, and finally, in March,

1852, came to this city, and entered the employ of E.

Birdsey & Co., with whom he remained until Aug. 15,

1857, enjoying the entire confidence of the firm in

his honesty, judgment, and ability.

Sept. 1, 1857, having saved about one thousand dol-

lars, he was kindly loaned fifteen hundred dollars by

the late Hanford Lyon, and, associating with him W.
B. Hall, opened a dry goods and carpet-store at 227

Main Street. This firm continued at the old stand

until May, 1869, when they removed to the store in

Wheeler's block now occupied by Mr. Read. The

partnership of Hall & Read continued until Aug. 1,

1877, when Mr. Hall withdrew, and the business has

since been continued by Mr. Read. The business of

Hall & Read increased rapidly, and at one time their

sales amounted to $500,000 per year. During the

panics of 1857, 1861, and 1873 this house remained

firm, and at their dissolution enjoyed the distinction

of having always paid one hundred cents on the

dollar.

Mr. Read, with his brother, Charles A., began

the manufacture of ingrain carpets in a small way
in Water Street, with two hand-looms. They sub-

sequently purchased their present location on Middle

Street, and increased their business until they were

operating twenty looms. The business was conducted

by this firm—D. M. & C. A. Read—until 1873, when

a stock company was formed with a capital of fifty-

five thousand dollars, under the name of the Read

Carpet Company, David M. being president and sell-

ing agent. This company owns the block corner of

Fairfield Avenue and Middle Street, with a frontage

of one hundred feet on the former and two hundred

on the latter, and have now in process of erection a
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block adjoining one hundred and twenty by fifty-six

feet. Tlie establishment will be furnished with fifty

power-looms, and will manufacture ingrain, Brussels,

and Axminster carpets, with a capacity of four hun-

dred and fifty thousand yards per year.

Mr. Read has been a member of the Common Coun-

cil, first alderman of the city, member of the Board of

Education, member of the school committee, is a di-

rector in the Bridgeport National Bank, and, with the

exception of the first year, has been president of the

Board of Trade since its organization ; a director in the

Mountain Grove Cemetery Association and the Fair-

field County Agricultural Society. He was a member
of the Connecticut National Guard for eight years as

a brigade commissary with the rank of major, and was

an efficient officer. He was acting commissary-gen-

eral at the encampment of the Connecticut National

Guard at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia

in 1876, and was highly complimented by Gen. Trow-

bridge for the executive ability displayed in the man-

agement of his department.

Politically, he was a Republican until 1872, since

which time he has been an Independent, although

generally voting with the Democratic party. He is a

member of the vestry of St. John's Church.

Dec. 3, 1855, he united in marriage with Helen Au-
gusta, daughter of the late Philo F. Barnum. They
have two sons—Charles Barnum, who is cashier in

his father's business, and David F., who is in Yale

College—and one daughter. May Louise. One daugh-

ter, Helen A., died Oct. 13, 1872.

That Mr. Read's business career has been one of

marked prosperity his large business interests and

handsome residence in Park Avenue afford ample

proof.

He is a public-spirited citizen, of a genial and social

nature, and very popular with the masses.

CAPT. ISAAC BURROUGHS.

Capt. Isaac Burroughs, son of Stephen Burroughs,

was born in Bridgeport or Newfieldj Conn., in 1778,

and died at his residence in Bridgeport, Conn., Jan. 8,

1861. His father, Stephen Burroughs, was a native

of Stratford, Conn., and was born in the year 1729.

From the personal recollections of an old friend

and partner in business, Isaac Sherman, we glean

the following. Stephen Burroughs, Esq., a farmer,

shipbuilder, Boston coaster, shipmaster, mathema-
tician, astronomer, and surveyor, was a self-made

man. He was about five feet eight inches in height,

strongly built, never sick during his long life, a cold-

water man. He died in the year 1817, aged eighty-

eight years. It is related that he and Isaac Sherman
sent the first American vessel into the port of Mobile,

in June, 1817, after that city came into the possession

of the United States. He was an active patriot dur-

ing the Revolutionary war, raised a militia company

157

called " Householders," of which he was made cap-

tain. He was often a rejjre.sentative to the General

Assembly and magistrate of his town for many years.

Besides his extensive business in the shipping trade

he owned the parish grist-mill, called Burrouglis'

Mills, that stood where the Pequonnock Woolen
Mills now do.

He was blind several years before his death, when
it is said he invented, in 1798, the present system of

Federal money.

It is said of him that he was the first man in

Bridgeport to take a daily New York paper, called

the Daily Journal of Commerce, which he took for its

marine intelligence, as he was then engaged in trading

between New York and Richmond, Va. Upon the

arrival of the mail, by the consent of Mr. Burrouglis,

his paper was considered public property for a short

time, and the citizens would assemble to hear the

news read by some good reader chosen for the occa-

sion.

His children were as follows : Stephen, Jr., Isaac,

David, Abijah, Eunice, Betsey, and Huldah. David

died of fever taken from a German while in Boston,

and was buried at Martha's Vineyard in 1796, Abijah

was lost at sea, Eunice married a Mr. Pendleton, Betsey

mari'ied Capt. Joseph Sterling Edwards, and Huldah
maiTied Joseph Backus, of Bridgeport and Glaston-

bury, Conn.

Isaac Burroughs, like his father before him, was ex-

tensively engaged in navigation, and owned a large

number of vessels, which plied between Boston, New
York, and nearly all the Southern ports, besides vis-

iting many of the islands of the sea. He was a large

owner of real estate in this city. He was a director

in the old Bridgeport Bank, of which Isaac Brunson

was its first president. He was a life-long "Whig and

Republican, and as such represented his town in the

State Legislature. He was a warden for several years

of St. John's Episcopal Church of Bridgeport, Conn.,

and one of its most liberal supporters. He married

Rebecca, daughter of Andrew Hurd, of Old Mill,

Conn. Their children were six in number, all of

whom are dead except Catharine A., who married A.

A. Pettengill, an accomplished gentleman and scholar,

of Bridgeport, Conn.

WILLIAM R. HIGBY.

William R. Higby, son of Hervey and Charlotte

Baldwin, both of whom were natives of Jlilford,

Conn., was born in Bridgeport, Conn., Aug. 6, 1825.

His father, Hervey Higby, was born Jan. 27, 1801,

and in 1820 located in Bridgeport and became one of

the leading and substantial citizens of the town. lu
addition to the saddlery business, in which he was
engaged until 1853, he occuined numerous official

positions. His good judgment, ability, and correct-

ness were recognized in the community, and brought
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into requisition as appraisor, distributor, executor, or

administrator on numerous estates. He was presi-

dent of the Farmers' (now First National) Bank, and

subsequently of the Connecticut National Bank ; was

special and financial agent of the city and town, and

agent and active manager of city and town sinking-

funds, trustee and president of the Bridgeport Savings

Bank, etc.

William R., the subject of this sketch, was educated

at the private schools in this city and in New Haven.

He commenced business as teller and book-keeper in

the Connecticut Bank, where he remained seven years,

and then engaged in the manufacturing business,

which was destroyed by a fire a few months later.

He then assisted in organizing the Pequonnock Bank,

became its first cashier, and oflSciated in that capacity

until 1869, when he resigned and engaged in the busi-

ness of fire insurance, and has continued in that to

the present time. In 1871, T. B. De Forest became

associated with him in the business, and the firm has

since been Higby & De Forest.

Mr. Higby has ever been alive to the interests of his

native city, and has occupied numerous positions of

trust and responsibility. He was treasurer of the city

of Bridgeport in 1853, '54, '55, '56, and 1857, and town

treasurer in 1858, '59, '60, '61, '63, '64, '65, '66, '67, '68,

and 1872. He was a member of the Common Coun-

cil two years ; is director, secretary, and treasurer of

Mountain Grove Cemetery Association, and has been

since 1861 ; was a director in the Bridgeport Savings

Bank about fifteen years; is a director in the Con-

necticut National Bank, and also in the Bridgeport

Gas-Light Company.

Mr. Higby has always manifested a decided interest

in Masonic matters, and is one of the highest mem-
bers of the fraternity in the State, having taken the

Thirty-third Degree. He was initiated in St. John's

Lodge, No. 3, in 1852, and was the first templar in

Hamilton Commandery in 1855. He is one of the

two active members of the Supreme Council of the

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for the Northern

Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States. He has

also been Commander of the Grand Commandery of

Connecticut.

Mr. Higby is a Republican in politics, and attends

the South Congregational church, in which his father

was for a long time a deacon.

In 1846 he united in marriage with Mary Ann
Johnson, a native of New Haven, Conn., and has

two children living,—Martha Louisa and Helen

Augusta. A son, Henry Cornelius, is deceased.

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS RARTRAM.

The Bartram family was among the i)ioneers of

Fairfield County, and has an honorable record from

that time to the present. Several of the family served

in the Revolution, among them Daniel, grandfather

of the subject of this sketch, who marched to the de-

fense of Danbury when that town was invaded and
burned by Tryon in 1777. The Redding branch of

this family removed from Fairfield in 1733. This was

David Bartram, and he located in Lonetown.

Frederick A. Bartram, son of Gurdon and Lorraine

Sanford Bartram,* ^yas born in Redding, Sept. 13,

1824, and was the youngest of eight sons. He re-

mained with his father on the farm until sixteen

years of age, when he entered as an apprentice the

emjjloy of Bartram & Wilson, carriage-makers at

Redding. In 1848 he removed to Fairfield and com-

menced the butchering business. In 1854he established

the business of pork-packing in Fairfield, and con-

ducted the business at that place until 1867, when he

disposed of his interest in the Fairfield establishment

and removed to this city. Mr. Bartram is an energetic

and thorough business man, and every year from the

beginning of the business to the present time his sales

have increased, until from one thousand doUai's the

first year they now aggregate over two hundred and

fifty thousand dollars. He conducted the business as

sole proprietor until 1874, when George H., a nephew,

and Edgar B., a son, became associated with him, and

the business is now carried on under the firm-name of

F. A. Bartram & Co.

Nov. 11, 1851, he united in marriage with Amelia

Burr, a native of Fairfield, and they have four chil-

dren living,—viz., Edgar B., Lillian Francis, Belle, and

Jesse. He is a staunch Republican, and although

never an active politician has held various city otfices.

He has been a member of the Common Council, and

is a present alderman. He is in all respects a practi-

cal man, and has lent his aid to all projects which in

his judgment would advance the interests of the

people, and was the prime mover and manager of the

movement which resulted in giving the people of

Bridgeport the "Rosedale Line" of steamers with

New York City, and is now the general manager and

agent of the line.

Mr. Bartram is essentially a self-made man, and his

great success has been the natural result of an in-

domitable will coupled with good judgment, keen

business foresight, and integrity of character.

ASAHEL LEWIS LYON.

Asahel L. Lyon was of Scottish ancestry, and the

family trace their lineage back to 1681, when the first

of the name in this country emigrated from " old

Scotia." He was a son of Hezekiah Lyon and Sarah

Hendricks, both natives of the old town of Fairfield.

The latter was a daughter of Samuel Hendricks and

Catharine Jennings.

Asahel L. was born in Louthbury, Conn., Sept. 26,

1810, and obtained his education at the common

* See history of Kedding, elsewhere in this work.
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schools. At the early age of sixteen he commenced

working at the trade of carpenter and joiner, and

continued as an apprentice until he was twenty years

of age, when he purchased his "time" and removed

to New Haven, Conn., where he forined a copartner-

ship with one Brown, which was continued under the

firm-name of Lyon & Brown until 1840, when he

came to Bridgeport and entered into business with

his brother-in-law, the late Ezra Curtis. This firm

built up a large and prosperous lumber business,

which is still carried on by their heirs under the

firm-name of Lyon, Curtis & Co., and they rank

among the largest dealers in the State.

Sept. 14, 1837, he united in marriage with Lucy

Loomis, a native of Torrington, Conn., born July 16,

1817, by whom he had one child, Lucy Loomis, born

Oct. 15, 1838, and died in 1859. His wife died in

1839, and in 1843 he married Marietta Clarke, a na-

tive of East Haven, Conn., born May 20, 1816, and

died in 1859. Their family consisted of two children.

Marietta Francis, born Nov. 23, 1846, and died in

1863, and Louis H. Lyon, born May 4, 1857, a resi-

dent of Bridgeport and engaged in the lumber busi-

ness. In 1861, Mr. Lyon was married to Louisa,

daughter of Frederick P. and Mary A. Whiting, of

Torrington, Conn., by whom he had three children,

—Louisa K., born July 16, 1868; Frederick W.,

born May 24, 1872; and Asahel L., born Aug. 26,

1874.

Mr. Lyon was a public-spirited citizen, and one of

the substantial men of the city. Although not active

in political matters he was an earnest Democrat, and

a member of the Congregational Society. He died

Oct. 4, 1874.

JAMES W. BEARDSLEY.

James W. Beardsley, son of Elisha H. and Betsey

Walker Beardsley, was born in Monroe, May 8, 1820.

He was educated in the district schools of his native

town and at the preparatory school of Samuel B.

Beardsley. In 1850 he removed from Monroe to this

town and located on the premises where he has since

resided. He occupies the old Walker homestead,

which was built by James Walker, his great-grand-

father, in 1739. (See accompanying view.)

Mr. Beardsley commenced business for himself as a

cattle-dealer at the early age of seventeen years, and
has since continued in that vocation. He is a gener-

ous and public-spirited citizen, and has done much to

advance the welfare of the city and town of Bridge-

port. As an evidence of the above statement, in 1878

he donated to the city of Bridgeport Beardsley's

Park, a tract of land containing one hundred acres,

delightfully located in the northeast part of the city,

for which he had been offered the sum of twenty thou-

sand dollars. When thoroughly improved it Avill be

one of the finest public parks in New England. He

commenced the ornamentation of tlie jn'irk in 1870 by

planting with his own hands two rows, four rods

apart, of fine elm-trees, extending a mile in length.

Politically, Mr. Beardsley is a Democrat, wlio cast

his first vote for James K. Polk. He is an Episco-

palian and attends service at Trinity church, Nichols'

Farms. He has in his possession many interesting

relics of "ye olden time," one of the most interesting

being a huge clock which originally belonged to the

Rev. Mr. Muirson, the first Episcopal clergyman in

the State of Connecticut.

STEPHEN NICHOLS.

Stephen Nichols, son ol William and Huldah

Nichols, was born Sept. 16, 1804, in Trumbull, Fair-

field Co., Conn. His great-grandfather, Tlieophilus

Nichols, was one of the early settlers of the county;

died April 7, 1774, aged seventy-one years, and was

interred in the old cemetery in Stratford. His grand-

father, Philip Nichols, was a man of much influence

in the county. A magistrate for many years. Was
a large landholder ; owned several slaves ; dealt ex-

tensively in horses and mules, many of which he ex-

ported to the West Indies, together with produce of

various kinds. He owned several vessels, in which he

made several trips to the West Indies. William

Nichols was a farmer by occupation. He was a mem-
ber of the Episcopal Church, as was also his father

and all of his family ; two of his sisters married Epis-

copal clergymen,—viz.. Rev. Philo Sheltou and Rev.

Mr. Allen. He died July 22, 1837, and was buried in

the Pcquonnock Cemetery. Ho was twice married

;

eight children were born of the first marriage, and
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seven by the second. Stephen Nichols was one of the

latter. When he was thirteen years old his mother

died, and he was forced to seek a home for himself,

which he did by coming to Bridgeport, where he had

a sister residing, with whom he made his home. He
worked by the month for farmers for several years, and

then learned the boot and shoe trade, which business

he followed as an occupation for about twenty years,

and then gradually turned his attention to farming,

which business he has since been engaged in. Mr.

Nichols has taken an active part in politics. He was

a Whig before the organization of the Republican

party, but since that time he has been a strong advo-

cate of the princiijles of the Republican party. He
was elected to represent the town of Bridgeport in the

State Legislature in 1878, and was appointed a mem-
ber of the committee on cities and boroughs. He has

been justice of the peace, assessor, selectman, and a

member of the Common Council.

Mr. Nichols was married March 4, 1829, to Emeline,

daughter of Aaron Beardsley, of Trumbull. They
have had two children,—viz., Jane E., who died in

childhood, and Stephen M., who was born July 10,

1838, and died July 29, 1870. He was in the late war

about one year; served as first lieutenant of Co. D,

Twenty-third Regiment Connecticut Volunteers ; was

in the crockery trade in Bridgeport before and after

the war. He married Julia G. Hall, of Trumbull,

who survives him, and is living with her children,

Lizzie H. and Wilbur E., in Bridgeport. Mr. and

Mrs. Nichols are members of the North Congrega-

tional Church. He is in his seventy-seventh year,

genial, hale, and hearty, and is a good specimen of a

well-preserved, temperate man.

REV. HENRY JONES.

Henry Jones, the son of Maj. Daniel Jones and

Rhoda Mather, was born in Hartford, Conn., Oct. 15,

1801, where he spent his early years. He was fitted

for college at the grammar school in that city, in com-

pany with his eminent surviving college classmates.

President Theodore D. Woolsey and Rev. Leonard

Bacon, D.D., between whom and the subject of this

sketch there was life-long friendship and appreciation.

His fiither, who was a man of a noble type, died

Avhen the son was but three months old. That he was

thus deprived of the personal influence of such a

father was ever and keenly regretted by him. His

mother was the daughter of Charles Mather, M.D., a

descendant of the distinguished Richard Mather, of

early colonial times. Though crushed and made

despondent by her early widowhood, she lived to a

good old age.

Mr. Jones entered Yale College at the age of six-

teen years, and was graduated in the class of 1820.

He pursued his theological studies at Andover Semi-

nary, and was graduated by that institution in 1824.

He was married to Eliza S. Webster, daughter of the

late Noah Webster, LL.D., Sept. 5, 1825 ; was or-

dained to the gospel ministry, and settled as pastor of

the Second Society in Berlin, Conn, (now the First

Congregational Society of New Britain), Oct. 12,

1825. This position he filled with acceptance to his

people, gaining the respect and confidence of neigh-

boring pastors also, and his ministry was fruitful.

Many were added to the church during his pastorate.

Possessing a highly sensitive nature, cultured, con-

scientious, and exacting, the responsibilities resting

upon him as a Christian pastor and teacher, however

successfully discharged according to the judgment of

others, so oppressed him with a painful sense of his

own inadequacy and unwortliiness, as to seriously im-

pair his health. This led to an early relinquishment

of his ministry at Berlin, and to his entrance upon the

work for which he was eminently fitted, and which

proved to be the work of his lifetime.

He was dismissed from his pastorate Dec. 19, 1827,

and the following year opened a select school for

young ladies at Greenfield, Mass., which was success-

fully continued for a period of nearly ten years. In

1838 he removed to Bridgeport, and erected the cottage

he ever afterwards occupied, on the western slope of

Golden Hill. Here he opened the classical school for

young men and boys, so well and favorably known in

its day as the " Cottage School," in December of that

year. Both this and his first school attracted and

enjoyed patronage of the highest order from all parts

of the country.

The large list of alumni embraces names distin-

guished in literature, the professions, in politics, and

in business. Mr. Jones was respected and beloved by

his pupils, and rarely failed, even in the most unprom-

ising cases, to find and develop redeeming qualities.

After thirty years of successful and almost unin-

terrupted labor as an instructor, he gradually with-

drew, to enjoy in a green old age the competence

which he had acquired. Soon after his removal to

Bridgeport, Mr. Jones and family united with the

First Congregational Church, of which he remained

a valued and useful member until his death, Nov. 9,

1878.

While the responsibilities of his school were upon

him, his devotion to his professional duties left little

time for Christian work in other ranges.

When measurably relieved, in 1858, he was elected

to and accepted the office of deacon of the First

Church, and fulfilled its duties most acceptably until

his voluntary retirement, in March, 1873. Oftener

than any other brother, he represented the church in

the stated and special meetings of the Council of

Consociation. The church was fortunate in so fit a

representative, and he was welcomed as a genial and

valuable member.

A constant attendant upon public worship on the

Sabbath, in heat and in cold, in sunshine and in

storm, and upon the other stated meetings of the
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church, he was ever the appreciative hearer and the

faithful, yet unobtrusive friend and ally of his pastor.

His presence in the social meetings was always much
enjoyed, and his usually brief but beautiful remarks

and prayers were prized by and heli)ful to both old

and young.

His generous nature responded quickly to the va-

rious calls of charity and Christian benevolence, at

home and abroad, and his gifts were only limited by
his means. Of Puritan ancestry, orthodox in senti-

ment, and of sterling integrity, he was yet liberal and
genial, eminently social, and a great lover of the

beautiful in nature and art. These traits, together

with his perfect transparency of character, secured

the confidence and love of a large circle of friends.

Meetly helped by his lovely wife, both young in

spirit, even in their old age, his house was a model
Christian home, and the many friends, ministerial

and others, who have enjoyed its hospitalities, ever

carried away pleasant remembrances, and refer to such

visits as among the happiest of their lives. Such a

home could but leave a deep and abiding impression

upon the pupils of the school, and most happily supple-

mented its otherwise superior advantages.

The golden wedding of Mr. and Mrs. Jones occurred

in September, 1875, and was a most interesting and
memorable occasion. The large attendance, numer-
ous and elegant gifts from old i^upils and friends, from

far and near, attested the interest felt in the happiness

and welfare of the venerable pair.

The names of the children of Mr. and Mrs. Jones

are as follows: Frances Julia, born July 15, 1826,

married to Rev. Thomas K. Beecher; Emily Ells-

worth, born Nov. 8, 1827, married to Daniel J. Day

;

Eliza Webster, born Feb. 16, 1833, died in infancy

;

Henry Webster, M.D., born March 10, 1835, of Chi-

cago, 111.

Emily Ellsworth Day, deceased July 28, 1869,

leaving one son, Robert Webster Day,—the only

grandchild.

Mr. Jones was much interested in genealogical re-

searches. He searched out and compiled the geneal-

ogies of the several branches of his own family, with

great fullness and particularity. His library was rich

in this department, and his reading and study enabled

him to afford valuable aid to others, which he cheer-

fully rendered. He was a life-member of the New
England Historical Genealogical Society of Boston,

and a valued contributor to its publications.

Mr. Jones' positive religious convictions dated very

early in life. He professed his faith in Christ at the

age of twelve years, and united with the old Centre

Church in Hartford, then under the pastoral care of

Rev. Nathan Strong, D.D., for whose memory he ever

cherished a reverent regard.

Though naturally self-distrustful, he possessed and
maintained a strong reliance upon the truths of the

inspired word, increasing each year of his life. His

personal trust in the promises of God through Christ

was unfailing, ripening most beautifully in his cloHing

years, and rendering liis end, thougli att(;nded with

extreme jihysical suffering, peaceful and liapjjy. The
sting of death was taken away. Tliou;rh life to him
here was pleasant, and this world and its relations

beautiful and attractive, yet he felt that his work wan

done, and to depart and be with Christ was far better.

Mr. Jones was connected with the Ministerial Asso-

ciation of Fairfield East, where, as also in frequent

Consociational councils, his presence and co-operation

were highly valued, and are beautifully attested hy

the following minute, extracted from the records of

that body

:

"Fairfiekl East Association in annual meeting, Park .Street church,

Bridgeport, May 27, 1878.

" Wheraw, The Rev. Henry Jones, of Bridgeport, for many years a

member of tliis Association, rested from Ijis labors Nov. 9, 1878, in his

seventy-eighth year,

" I?emli:c(l, That tlie' Association holds in abiding remendjrance the

character of tliis departed brother and liis ser%'iccs to his generation.

" His unaffected piety, his Clii'istian kindliness, }iis scholarly spirit and

varied attainments, his fidelity to his matured convictions, and his dili-

gence in the duties of his vocation, won for him the cordial esteem ami

the sincere friendship of all his bretliren. They make this minute in

devout and affectionate commemoration of him as an exemplar/

Christian, a brother beloved, and a true man."

FREDERICK WELLS PARROTT.

Frederick Wells Parrott, one of our oldest business

men, was born in Bridgeport, July 25, 1807. His

grcat-grandfiither, Capt. Jedediah F. Wells, and

grandfather, Jedediah Wells, were also residents of

this town, the former being the original owner of the

entire lower portion of this city (including Sea-Side

Park), and the latter a soldier of the war of 1812.

Mr. Parrott, in 1827, at the early age of twenty years,

commenced business as a manufacturer of furniture,

and built the first sofa and hearse that was ever used

in Bridgei^ort. It was while engaged in this business

that his attention was directed towards the manufac-

ture of varnishes, which he commenced in 1846, and

laid the foundation for the j^resent firm known as

the Parrott Varnish Comjiany, which was organized

in 1869 by his associating with himself his son, Henry
R. Parrott, and son-in-law, John D. Whitnej'. By
strict attention to business and the manufacture of the

best quality of goods, this industry has increased from

a small beginning to its present large proportions. The
increasing demand for their varnishes from :iU quar-

ters of the globe has given them a world-wide reputa-

tion. Mr. Parrott has been in active business over half

a century, and, so far as can be ascertained, is the only

man now still in active life who was thus engaged.

Fifty years ago ! within this time the city and town,

with its cntirc-cominerce, has passed into other hands,

and has doubled and quadrupled and changed over

and over again. Mr. Parrott has always been an

active business man, taking great interest in local

affairs and prominently identified with our municipal

government, in the management of which he served
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as alderman, member of Council, and board of road

and bridge commissioners. In all these departments

lie labored faithfully and diligently to subserve the

best interests of the city, by his efforts to have its

affairs conducted on strictly business principles. His

best service to the town was undoubtedly as first

selectman, which position he held during our late civil

war. His stalwart Republicanism and unbounded

confidence in the justice and final success of the cause

made him a hearty supporter and worker in respond-

ing to the calls for recruits made by the general gov-

ernment,—his plain, unassuming manner and strict

business integrity enabling him to fill Bridgeport's

quotas for troops rapidly and with great success finan-

cially. It would hardly be possible to find any one

man so thoroughly identified with Bridgeport growth

and progress during the last half-century.

He was married in 1827 to Miss Lucelia A. Remer,

of Derby, Conn. At the golden wedding of this

venerable couple, which was celebrated May 17, 1877,

a pleasant feature of the occasion was the presenta-

tion by the Ladies' Charitable Society of a beautifiil

silver piece, for fruit and flowers, to Mrs. Parrott, she

being one of the oldest living members, having joined

it in 1828. The occasion was one of special interest

and was a marked social event.

HON. SHERWOOD STERLING.

The Sterling family date their ancestry back to

Jacob Sterling, who was born in England about the

year 1677. He emigrated to this country and settled

at Haverhill, Mass., a short time before the Indian

massacre at that place. He fled to Cape Cod; later

removed to Fairfield, and finally located in Stratfield

(now Bi'idgeport). His children were Joseph, Jacob,

John, Stephen, and Mary. Ujjon reaching maturity,

John and Stephen located near their father, and Jo-

seph settled in the town of Trumbull. Jacob settled

at Newtown.

Stephen was born about the year 1712, and married

Eunice Sherman. Their children were Abijah, Ste-

phen, Jr., Sylvanus, and Eunice. Abijah located in

Bridgeport and married Eunice Sherwood, and their

family consisted of David, Daniel, Abijah, and Sher-

Avood. David also located in Bridgeport. He married

Deborah Strong, daughter of Joseph Strong, of Strat-

field. Their issue were John W., David, George, Sher-

wood, Ann, Cornelia, and Cordelia.

The male line in the ancestry of the subject of this

sketch died as follows: Jacob, Jan. 9, 1769; Stephen,

1792
;
David, June 15, 1843, aged seventy-three ; and

Abijah, June 19, 1862. Deborah, the wife of David,

died March 10, 1849, aged seventy-three. She was

the daughter of the Hon. Joseph Strong, who was

descended in the following line : Selah and Thomas
from Elder John Strong. The latter, who was born

at Taunton, England, in 1605, sailed from Plymouth,

England, March 20, 1630, and in the following May
landed at Nantasket (Hull), Mass.

The subject of this sketch, Hon. Sherwood Sterling,

was born in Bridgeport, May 23, 1803, where his

entire life was passed. He married Jane Elizabeth

Hawley, a lady whose mental and social worth en-

deared her to ail who knew her. Their family con-

sisted of twelve children, ten of whom survive.

Mr. Sterling was closely identified with all enter-

prises for the religious, moral, and material advance-

ment of his native city. From his youth he was

greatly interested in religion, and Avas always an ac-

tive, energetic worker in the church, also practically

exemplifying his profession in his daily life. He
was deacon in the South Congregational Church from

1833.

At different periods of his life he was engaged in

commerce, and was chiefly instrumental in establish-

ing the Newfoundland and whale fisheries, which were

successfully prosecuted for many years.

One of the originators of the Bridgeport Savings

Bank, he was jiresident of that institution from 1864

until his death. He also held the office of president

of the City National Bank at the time of his de-

cease, having been elected in 1857.

In politics Mr. Sterling was an old-line Whig, sub-

sequently a Republican, and though never an active

politician,—avoiding publicity, and declining office

unless convinced it was his duty to accept,—yet his

advice was frequently sought and his influence felt in

the councils of his party. He was mayor of the city

in 1847 and 1848, and was repeatedly elected a State

representative, serving with honor and marked ability

during the troubled period of the war. He was inti-

mately associated in council with the Hon. William

A. Buckingham, then Governor of the State, who, re-

lying upon his soundjudgment and discretion, ofttimes

advised with him during those gloomy and memorable

days.

The iron business established by his father, David

Sterling, in 1798, and in which Sherwood continued

until within ten years of his death, still remains in a

prosperous condition, conducted by his eldest son,

under the old firm-name of "S. Sterling's Sons."

Sherwood Sterling inspired all with whom he came

in contact with unbounded confidence in his common
sense and uncompromising integrity. Possessing great

energy and marked business ability, he was frequently

selected to act as arbitrator, trustee, guardian, and

advisor.

He was a man of fine presence, and commanded
universal respect. Of exceptionally even tempera-

ment, probably no person ever saw him in an angry

mood. Extreme suavity of manner and gentleness of

demeanor characterized him at all times. "None
knew him but to love him, none named him but to

praise."

He died Oct. 31, 1869. Upon his decease resolu-

tions of condolence were passed by the directors of
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the Bridgeport Savings Bank and City National Bank,

also by the Board of Aldermen and Council of the city.

One of the city papers, referring to his deatli, said,

"He was a great and good man, honored by all who
knew him."

His was an active and eventful career. Death at

last laid his hand upon the strong man, and he passed

to that higher life which he had endeavored to exem-

plify in his daily walk and conversation.

" The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power,

And all that beaiity, all tliat wealth, e'er gave,

Await alike the inevitable hour:

The path of glory Isads but to the grave."

NATHANIEL HEWIT, D.D.»

This eminent theologian and reformer Avas born in

New London, Conn., Aug. 28, 1788. He graduated

from Yale College in 1808, and at first determined to

follow the profession of the law, but afterwards chose

the gospel ministry. He was licensed to preach Sept.

24, 1811, but, feeling the need of further preparation,

repaired to Andover for more thorough training. His

first charge was the Presbyterian Church at Platts-

burgh, N. Y., over which he was installed July 5,

1815. At that time Plattsburgh was but little more
than a military outpost. Its rigorous climate told

upon his health, and he was obliged to resign.

He was dismissed Oct. 2, 1817, and on the 14th of

the following January was installed pastor of the

Congregational Church at Fairfield, Conn., where he

continued to labor half a score of years, rejoicing in

a rich fruitage of souls born into the kingdom. He
was bold in his warnings and denunciations against

intemperance, and enlisted multitudes on the side of

total abstinence. His fame spread abroad, and the

American Temperance Society engaged his services.

In 1827 he spoke in the principal cities of Connecti-

cut, Ehode Island, New York, and Pennsylvania, and

organized many temperance societies.

On the 18th of the following December he was dis-

missed from his church in order to give himself more
effectually to the work, and traveled far and wide for

a number of years proclaiming total abstinence. The
results were marvelous. Everywhere multitudes were

convinced and converted, and without doubt what
Luther was to the Reformation, Nathaniel Hewit was
to the early temperance movement. After having

thus successfully inaugurated this grand reformation,

he returned to his first love, and Dec. 1, 1830, was
installed pastor of the Second Congregational Church
of Bridgeport, Conn.

On the 18th of May, 1831, he sailed for England to

give impetus to the temperance cause in the Old World.

He arrived in London June 28th, and delivered an ad-

dress in Exeter Hall the next evening. On the 19th

of July he assisted in the formation of the British

* By Ale.xander Wheeler.

and Foreign Temperance Society and then visited

Paris, returning afterwards to London, and delivering

addresses there and in Binningliam and I>iverpool.

In the fall of the same year he returned to Bridge-

port and resumed his past<^ral duties. For more than

twenty years he ministered to his flock, his fame and

influence as a theologian continuing to increase till

he became known and felt as a power in the church.

In 1853 a division arose in his congregation in re-

gard to procuring him an associate. A large number

withdrew and formed the First Presbyterian Church,

to which they called their " old, revered, and beloved

pastor, whose ministrations they could not consent to

forego." He was dismissed, from his former charge

September 21st, and October 31st was installed over

the latter, where "he continued to preach the "Word

and feed the flock of God" till nearly fourscore years

of age.

During all these years he retained his remarkable

vigor. In stature more than six feet, of imperial form

and visage, he bore the imjiressof a prophet. His in-

tellect was gigantic, his voice of unequaled compass,

power, and melody, and his eloquence unrivaled.

During the theological controversies that for scores

of years agitated the churches he bore a most decided

part, holding fast to the Westminster standards. A nd

yet, with all the courage of a soldier and always in

the thickest of the battle, his heart was tender as a

woman's, and he had the simplicity of a child.

Though often subject to fits of despondency, in con-

versation he was most charming, and the seed sown

by the magnetism of personal intercourse will con-

tinue to bear fruit through successive generations.

Dr. Hewit was twice married. His first wife. Miss

Rebecca Hillhouse, of New Haven, died Jan. 4,

1831. His second wife. Miss Susan Eliot, of Fair-

field, died May 1, 1857.

In the fall of 1858, having arrived at the age of

seventy years, he tendered his resignation, which his

people refused to accept. Four years later, April 1,

1862, he released his salary to the congregation, and
in August of the same year Rev. Horace G. Hinsdale

was called as associate pastor. To this colleague

and successor he cordially handed over his charge,

preaching occasionally, until on Sabbath morning,

Feb. 3, 1867, he " fell asleep." Of the three children

who survived him, one, Henry S. Hewit, M.D., late

surgeon of the Army of the Cumberland, has since

died ; another son. Rev. Augustus F. Hewit, is one

of the Paulist Fathers, ofNew York ; the other, Sarah,

the widow of the late William S. Bowen, M.D., sur-

geon U.S.N. , resides in New Haven. A marble tablet

to his memory, which was destroyed when the church

edifice was btfrned in 1874, has been replaced in the

new sanctuary by a handsome memorial baptismal

font of carved stone, the gift of the children of the

Sunday-school.

To a memorial discourse delivered on the occasion

of his funeral, Feb. 6, 1867, by Rev. Lyman H. At-
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water, D.D., of Princeton, N. J., we are indebted for

much of the foregoing sketch. Of him it may be well

said,

—

" He being dead yet siJeaketU."

EZRA CURTIS.

Ezra Curtis was born in Monroe, Fairfield Co.,

Conn., Sept. 24, 1813, and died in Bridgeport Oct. 17,

1879. He was third child of Geo. P. and Sarah Cur-

tis. His grandfather. Dr. Ezra Curtis, was widely and

favorably^ known for his professional skill, as well as

his probity and manly worth.

The ancestry of Mr. Curtis was of the English

knighthood, and in the time of Charles I. " by grant

under the Great Seal, reciting that search having

been made in the Register and Records for the true

and antient armes belonging to the Curtis name and

family, and the same appearing by ould scales and

other good testimony and proofs in the custody and

keeping of Richard St. George, Clarencieux King of

Armes, to be the proper and antient armes thereof,

and which they did theretofore beare, they were to

them and their issue and posterity in memory there-

of forever ratified and confirmed, according to the

law of armes and the custom of England." This

coat of arms has been in possession of the American

family from the early days when their ancestors emi-

grated from England.

Mr. Curtis was educated at the common and pri-

vate schools of Fairfield County ; learned the carpenter

trade and engaged in business in New Haven, where

he remained until 1847 or 1848, when he removed

to Bridgeport, and in company with Asahel Lyon,

his first wife's brother, established one of the first, if

not the very first, lumber firms in Bridgeport, under

title of Lyons & Curtis. The business was profit-

ably conducted, and still continues as Lyon, Curtis

& Co., S. M. Cate, Sr., and C. A. Grannis having

been admitted as members.

Mr. Curtis was a man of far-seeing sagacity in busi-

ness and practical in attention to details. He attended

strictly to his own affairs, taking but few into his

confidence, and never intruding himself into matters

concerning others, except to quietly and effectually

relieve such cases of suffering as came to his notice,

and, in passing, we would here note that, although

one of the quickest persons to respond to any call for

aid, and a liberal contributor to church purposes, his

generosity was not proclaimed from the house-tops,

but desired by him to be known only by its results.

For years a member of the Baptist Church, he was

universally acknowledged a good Christian man, who
strived to follow his Master in all respects. He was a

deacon for some time, and his counsels were sought

and heeded in all important matters.

In the family circle he found his highest earthly

pleasure, and was an affectionate husband and a loving

father. He preferred the society of home to that of

public life, and never would consent to allow his

name to be put forward as a candidate for any public

office, although from the time of the organization of

the Republican party he gave it his vote and strongest

infiuence. In all the relations of life Mr. Curtis did

his work well, and the void caused by his death will

not soon be filled.

Mr. Curtis married Miss Mary E. Lyon, of New
Haven, in 1839. (She was sister of Asahel Lyon, so

many years a partner of Mr. Curtis, and whose biog-

raphy appears elsewhere in this work.) She died in

1867, leaving no oflTspring. He married, Oct. 6, 1869,

Miss Mary Elizabeth, daughter of Robert and Eliza-

beth E. (Bishop) Ells, of Norwalk. Their only child,

George Ells, was born Jan. 20, 1871.

CHARLES B. HOTCHKISS.

Charles B. Hotchkiss was born in the town of

Waterbury, now Naugatuck, July 4, 1820. He re-

ceived the rudiments of his education at the common
schools of his native town and completed it at the

Middlebury Academy. His father was a manufac-

turer of buttons and clocks in Naugatuck, and at

the early age of eighteen Charles B. assumed the

management of his business. About this time ex-

periments were being made at Naugatuck in the

manufacture of rubber goods under the Goodyear

patent, and the management of the business soon

passed into the hands of Mr. Hotchkiss and two others,

and it was conducted under the firm-name of The
Naugatuck India-Rubber Company. It was con-

tinued with varied success about three years, when,

in consequence of trouble with the Union Rubber
Company of New York, the factory was closed. The
establishment was subsequently, however, opened by

Mr. Hotchkiss, who continued the business a short

time, when he disposed of the whole concern to the

National Rubber Company of New York, and, re-

moving to New York City, took charge of the business

of the Union Company, and in the following year

sujjerintended the erection of the present large factory

owned by this company at Harlem, New York City.

He remained in charge of the business in New York
about four years, during which time he visited Paris to

negotiate the sale of rubber patents, and soon after, an

American company having decided to commence the'

manufacture of rubber goods in Paris and in other

parts of France and Germany, he removed with his

family to that city and took the entire charge of their

foreign manufacture. His characteristic energy and

determination displayed itself here, and about one

year later he became a partner in the establishment,

which was known as Hutchinson, Henderson & Co.

The business increased with amazing rapidity, and the

manufacture was not only carried on in Paris exten-

I

sively, but large establishments were also located in
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Monlargis and in Mannheim, Germany. Mr. Hotch-

kiss remained in Paris ten years, when he withdrew

from the business, and, returning to liis native State,

located in the city of Bridgeport, where lie has since

resided.

Mr. Hotclikiss is a public-spirited citizen, and is

interested in various enterprises both at home and

abroad. In 1867 he purchased an interest in the Pe-

quonnock National Bank in this city, and was made
its vice-president, and at the next annual meeting

was elected president, a position which he has since

held. He is still interested in the Union Rubber

Company in New York ; is a stockholder in the Tom-
linson Spring and Axle Company, located at Newark,

N. J., in the Derby Gas Company, and various other

companies.

In 1879, Mr. Hotchkiss, in company with John
Hurd, Esq., of Bridgeport, and Peter McFarlane, of

Evart, Mich., purchased the Evart and Osceola Rail-

road, with the contract to put sixty million feet of

logs into the Muskegon River. In addition to this

they also purchased a large tract of pine timber-land

and commenced operations at once, and up to August

of the following year—a period of about nine months

—have put into the river about fifty-three million feet

of lumber, the largest business of the kind ever done

by any firm in the State up to that time. They em-

ploy about four hundred men, forty pair of horses, and

several yokes of oxen. Although the business is now
of gigantic proportions, it will be largely increased

during the ensuing year. Messrs. Hotchkiss and

Hurd are now also prospecting for the purchase of a

very large tract of timber-land located in Wisconsin.

Dec. 24, 1845, Mr. Hotchkiss united in marriage

with Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Richard Hine, a

native of Seymour, Conn., and their family consists of

six children, three sons and three daughters,—viz.,

Edward M., who resides in Newark, N. J., and is

treasurer of the Tomlinson Spring and Axle Com-
pany ; Marie Louise, wife of John E. Parker, super-

intendent of a branch of the Meriden Britannia Com-
pany, located at Hamilton, Ontario ; Nellie A., wife

of F. A. Nickerson, superintendent of the Dickinson

Hard Rubber Company, Springfield, Mass. ; Emma
A. ; Charles L., who is also employed in the Dickin-

son Hard Rubber Company ; and William L.

Politically, Mr. Hotchkiss is a Republican, and has

been since the organization of that party. He was

previously a Whig. He is an Episcopalian and a

member of the vestry of Christ Church, in this city.

Mr. Hotchkiss has never been an active politician,

but has given his whole attention and energy to his

business. He has a remarkable capacity for large

business transactions, and is possessed of social and
marked characteristics that make him esteemed by all

with whom he comes in contact.

.JACOIJ KIEFER.

Jacob Kiefer was born in Bavaria, Germany, in

1829. His mother died when lie was but one year of

age, and three years later (IH'i'i) he came with liis

father to this country.

He received a common-school education at Public

School No. 7 in New York City, and in 1839 entered

tlie service of Benjamin Mooney & Co., whohjHule

hardware merchants in Pine Street, as an apprentice.

He remained with this firm about four years, when he

commenced the manufacture of guitars in his father's

cabinet-shop, under the direction of Signor Bin!. The
superiority of the workmanship and tf>nc of the in-

struments made by young Kicfer soon attracted the

attention of the musical public, and at the American

Institute Fair, held in New York in 1846, his guitars

received the first premium, and his competitors were

among tlie best makers in the United States. His

father having consented to give him his "time," he

came to Bridgeport and began work as a journeyman

cabinet-maker. Conceiving the idea of manufactur-

ing furniture by the aid of machinery, in 1850 he

commenced business on his own account in a small

building, and with the use of steam-power manufac-

tured furniture for his old employers. In 1852, in

connection with several business men of Bridgeport,

he organized the Furniture Manufacturing Company,

and for several years he acted as superintendent and

built up the largest furniture business in the Eastern

States, employing four hundred hands. Since 1868

he has been the sole proprietor of this immense estab-

lishment, and the goods manufactured by him are

known throughout the country as the standard of

excellence.

Mr. Kiefer is a public-sijirited and enterprising

citizen. Republican in politics, and was reared in the

Dutch Reformed Church.

SAMUEL CLAYTON KINOMAN.

Samuel Kingman was the son of John and Hannah
Kingman, and was born in Hingham, Nov. 20, 1802,

and settled in South Redding, Mass. (now Wakefield),

in 1824, commencing business as a tailor, which occu-

pation he followed for thirty years. In 1827 he was
married to Sarah Ring Pope, daughter of Jesse and
Annie (Hay) Pope. Their children now living are

Abner Augustus, William W., Lucy Ellen, Charles

E., Orlando P., Annie E., Arthur H., and Samuel
Clayton, the subject of this notice. Samuel King-
man was highly esteemed in the community in which
he lived. He served the nation, commonwealth, and
town in various offices of trust and usefulness. He
served as postmaster twenty-one years, as representa-

tive in General Court, as captain of the " Washington
Rifle Grays," as selectman and assessor, and was jus-

tice of the peace for eleven years. His death occurred

Nov. 23, 1880. His wife still survives him.
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Samuel Clayton Kingman, the second son of Samuel

Kingman, was born in South Redding, Mass. (now

Wakefield), in 1830, graduated in the high school,

and was the valedictorian of his class. The following

year he spent at sea for the benefit of his health, after

which he served his time as a machinist in the cele-

brated Lawrence Machine-Shop, with such appren-

tices as Amos Whitney, Joseph Marble, F. Higgins,

and J. A. Taylor, after which he spent one year in

the service of Col. Anderson, at the Tredegar Works
at Richmond, Va. Upon his return he entered the

employ of the Wheeler & Wilson Manufacturing

Company, at Watertown, Conn., organized about that

time, and still remains in their employ. He has in-

vented a number of machines for the Company which

have resulted iu a great saving of labor.

Mr. Kingman was married in 1853 to Miss Emily

Eustis Brooks, at Haverhill, Mass., a descendant of

Governor Eustis. He has ever been a benefactor to the

poor and sorrowing, and his gifts, with those of his

companions, have been many. The bell of the Park

Street Church, to which they belonged, memorizes

the death of a soldier, friend, and brother, Albion

D. Brooks, killed at Cold Harbor, June 8, 1864. The
clock and communion-table presented by them attest

their interest in the welfare of their church.

Mr. Kingman resides at Washington Park, in a de-

lightful residence, suiTounded by his family, which

consists of his wife and five daughters. He has occu-

pied many positions of public trust, and enjoys the

confidence and esteem of the citizens of the city in

which he resides.

THOMAS TILESTON AVATERMAX.

In presenting a sketch of one whose activity in life

was so remarkable, and whose career of usefulness

extended over so large a field, a detailed narrative

would be impracticable in a work of this character

;

but it is proposed to give the salient points in the life

of one who was so long identified with the moral and

religious interests of the territory treated in this

work—the late Rev. Thomas Tileston Waterman.

He was born in Windham, Conn., Sept. 24, 1801,

and four years later removed with his parents to

ancient Stratfield, now the city of Bridgeport. He
was prepared for college by his father, Rev. Elijah

Waterman, and at Hartford, and was graduated at

Yale in the class of 1822. He entered Yale with

the purpose of becoming a lawyer, and was led

to change his mind from a remark made by an irre-

ligious companion. He studied theology with his

father, and was ordained as pastor of the Richmond
Street Congregational Church, Providence, R. L,

Dec. 13, 1826, Dr. Lyman Beecher, then of Boston,

jjreaching the ordination sermon. In 1837 he became

pastor of the Fifth Presbyterian Church of Philadel-

phia. This pastorate continued until 1843, when he I

returned to Providence, and was installed over the

Fourth Congregational Church, which soon after came
to be called the Free Evangelical Church. After leav-

ing this church he held pastorates in the Second

Presbyterian Church at Galena, 111. ; in the Congre-

gational churches at Winona, Minn
;
Dannielsonville,

Conn.
;
Spencer, Mass ; and Monroe, Conn.

During Mr. Waterman's pastorate in the various

churches mentioned above he preached the doctrines

of grace, as taught in the Bible and expressed in con-

fession of faith, with great freedom, earnestness, and
power, and left a lasting impression upon the minds

of his hearers. His oratory was at times peculiarly

efl!ective, and partook somewhat of the manner of an

advocate earnest in presenting and pleading for a just

cause. At such times his definitions, illustrations, and
incidents were so used that he kept the attention with

unflagging interest. In 1856 he had been preaching

in a series of meetings at Beloit, and on the last Sunday

evening had for his subject the immateriality of the

soul. He had prepared the sermon for two dis-

courses, but was compelled to deliver it as one. Soon

after. Professor Fisk, in his rhetoric class, instanced

to the theological students the delivery of that sermon

as worthy their careful study, as it was such an un-

usual thing that a logical sermon of two hours in

delivery would find a large and mixed audience re-

gretting that it was ended.

Professor H. S. Osborn, LL.D., of Oxford College,

Ohio, in speaking of Mr. Waterman, says, " The first

acquaintance we made of the Rev. T. T. Waterman,

was as pastor of the Arch Street Presbyterian Church

of Philadelphia. No man ever won the regard and

warm-hearted confidence of the young men in that

part of Philadelphia as he did ; and at no period in

the history of that church had the congregation shown

so large an attendance of the young at its Sabbath

and other public services. Mr. AVaterman possessed

an everlasting spring of enthusiasm, and it constantly

overflowed. No one ever caught him unprepared to

welcome a friend, sympathize with a stranger, or coun-

sel, in the kindest way, an erring one ; and his reproofs,

when presented in the most earnest way of which he

was capable, were always given so as to leave the im-

pression of loving sincerity. During the writer's stay

in Virginia, Mr. Waterman made a visit to that State,

and at his invitation made a tour among the planta-

tions. The influence of that yisit was most remark-

able. The contrasts of society and conditions of life

were peculiarly great. The master and slave—the

wealthy, educated, and aristocratic, and the poor, ig-

norant, and prejudiced, in splendid mansion or log

cabin—were alike won to him. Persons who were

haughtily opposed to all approach on the subject of

religious suggestion or instruction were even de-

lighted with his conversation uj^on the subject.

Walking in some elegantly-arranged garden, with

a party of gay young people, he could with the most

charming adroitness and apparent fitness draw a mo-
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mentary attention to some striking feature of design,

or metliod of arrangement, in some plant, or flower,

or shrub, and, with perfect poetry in his purpose,

make a winning allusion to the infinite heart of love

above all things."

" Mr. Waterman's personal appearance was in itself

an introduction at once. His countenance expressed

just what we have been describing in character.

There was a kind frankness commingled with a sym-

pathizing honesty and intelligent ability expressed

in his face which put his hearers into a favorable mood
to hear him and disarmed susjiieion. He was pecu-

liarly a preacher to the hearts of his audience, and,

though at times his ajjpeals to the reason were forci-

ble and pertinent, his great strength lay more in the

appeals to conscience, to the claims of duty, and to

the emotions of heart, and in these appeals his earn-

estness, appositeness, and naturalness were singu-

larly powerful. We have known him to address the

roughest, ignorant, and almost brutally profane, sud-

denly, yet with such wisdom and efficiency as to

change the man addressed into an apparent friend,

and that during the utterance of an ordinary sen-

tence.

"There are many now living whose memories turn

from the recollections of many gi'eat speeches, elo-

quent sermons, and masterly intellectual efforts, to

the memories of the wonderful power of Mr. Water-

man's earnest, plain, and yet remarkable appeals to

the heart, to his warm and sincerely beautiful point-

ings to the eternal Father and to the Saviour, and

these memories are as pleasing as the lasting harmo-

nies of those highest beauties with which his soul

seemed always in sweet accord."

Politically Mr. Waterman was a Whig, subse-

quently a Republican, and a vigorous exponent of

the principles of that party. He was a powerful

champion of the temperance cause, and was practical

in his efforts to check this unholy traffic. It is re-

lated of him that when he lived in Galena, 111., the

city had a large trade with the upper Mississippi

River country, and it was the custom for the wholesale

grocers to keep full supplies of liquors to fill the orders

of customers, while they might deny that they were

liquor dealers. One day one of his sons went into a

large wholesale grocery on the levee, when the pto-

prietor said to him, " Your father has just been here

and given me a lecture on liquor selling. If it had

been any one else I should have sent him off in short

order, but you know he can say anything he j^leases

and one cannot get mad about it."

He possessed in a remarkable degree the jiowcr of

adapting himself to people and circumstances indi-

vidually his own. It is related of him that on one

occasion he was making a journey of two or three days

through Wisconsin. On the return the driver told

an acquaintance, "That minister can go anywhere and

do anything he thinks right, and the folks think it's

all right too. Yoa see, the first night out I didn't

want to stop at the regular place, because I found

there was going to be a dance there, but he irLsisted

on stopping there. At last I told him of the dance,

and that it wouldn't be pleasant for him, but he in-

sisted; and, if you'll believe me, he actually had the

'fiddler play Old Hundred, got them all to singing,

and at last made a prayer and went up-stairs."

William F. De Wolf, who was a law-student in the

office of Mr. Burgess, in Providence, when he first

began to preach in that city, says his first recfjllec-

tion of him was his coming into the office and stand-

ing for over an hour at the book-case reading, and
remarking, as he closed the book, " Upon many points

it is important that a minister should know the com-

mon law." It was not an unusual custom for him
thus to visit the law-office.

Senator Carpenter relates that upon one occasion he

was in his office, where a young man was reading for

the profession. During a brief conversation he re-

marked that he trusted in his studies he would recog-

nize the claims and merits of the religious law of the

soul. The young man replied he was so occupied

with his studies that he had no time for religious

subjects. Mr. Waterman said to him, " Young man,
you will never know civil law enough to rule out the

law of your soul."

In speaking of his power as a Christian worker, an
article published in the Congregationalkt in 1873

says,—

" About the year 182G or 1827, Dr. Lyman Beechcr liaviug become the

pastor of Hanover Street Churcli, Boston, revivals of religion were fre-

quent, anil a new energy in religious things was developed. Especially

the May anniversaries in Boston, us also in New York, began to assume
new importance, to command the attendance of multitudes, and to

awaken a much higher measure of interest than had characterized them
before, or than has attended them for a few years just past. This year

Rev. T. T. Waterman, then pastor of the Richmond Street Church in

Providence, lately deceased, was invited to spend tlie Sabbath, imme-
diately preceding anniversary week at Boston, in that city. He ac-

ceded to the proposal, and in three difTereut churches preached a sermon
on the especial diUies of Chrlstiatis resUtenU in cUies.

" At each delivery attention was marked. The subject was much
talked of tlirough the week, and continued to be a theme fur renuirk

in conversation and in religious journals for subsequent months. By
special invitation, this discourse was repeated in several cities, and the

name of the young pastor of Providence became at ouce well known
through New England and the Middle States. I have reason to think

that this sei'mon had ai>prcciableiniluence in prepaiing the way in later

years for labor in cities to save young men and young women, and for

the introduction of the whole work of Christian Associations."

While Mr. Waterman excelled as a sermonizer and
a pulpit orator, and was engrossed in the multifarious

duties of an active pastorate, still he found time to

indulge the poetical promptings of his nature, aud
the poetry of his soul found vent in many sweet and
sacred songs, which clearly indicate that the bent of

his mind in this sphere also was of no ordinary ctist.

The following beautiful lines are from his pen, en-

titled " The Thrill at Parting :"

" Repress I No, I would not, that thrill of the soul

Which saddens the moment of parting with friend
;

That thrill, 'tis the strength of affcs;tions which roll

Down the cuirent of time, 'till put tings shall cud.
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" That thrill—let it come, in the might of its power

;

It hids us look iipwarj and onward for peace
;

It hails the glad promise, and welcomes the hour

When the sorrows of parting forever shall cease.

" 0 then, when in Heaven, what emotions will rise,

As hearts which are holy in fellowship rest

;

Nor distance, nor ahsence, nor tears reach the skies.

Nor farewell is heard in the home of the blest.

"Then cease thy repining, and chase away gloom.

By faith ' look aloft' wliere attachments aliide

;

Our Jesus has triumplied o'er sin and the tomb,

And by parting, we meet to be one at His side.

" This thought, then, shall cheer us when far and away
'Mid the changes and sorrows of life we are driven.

We shall soon meet above, and in ecstasy say

—

There was nothing below like the friendship of Heaven.

" The friendship of Heaven !—by blood 'tis made sure.

Everlastingly strong its raptures shall roll

;

It is union with God and the hearts of the pure.

In the bosom of Jesus—the home of the soul."

Dec. 11, 1827, he united in marriage with Delia,

daughter of Dann Storrs, a native of Mansfield, Conn.,

and their family consists of five children,—Thomas
S., Alfred T., George I., Lucy M., and Edwin S.

Dann Storrs, mentioned above, was the grandfather
of the Hon. O. S. Seymour and Mrs. George C. Wood-
ruff, of Litchfield Hill, Conn.
The Waternians trace their ancestry in this country

to Thomas Waterman, who came with his family to

Plymouth, Mass., in a very early day.

His son Thomas married Elizabeth Allen, of Gro-
ton. They lived at Norwich, and died in their ninety-

fifth and eighty-ninth year, respectively, having lived

together sixty-eight years.

His son Nehemiah married Sarah Giflford.

His son Nehemiah married Susannah Isham, of

Colchester.

His son Elijah married Lucy Abbe, of Windham,
whose son was the subject of our sketch. Mr. Water-
man died in Stratford, Conn., Aug. 7, 1873, aged
seventy-one years.

JAMES D. FRARY.

James D. Frary was born at Meriden, Conn., Sept.

20, 1832. He remained with his father, who was a

manufacturer of britannia ware, until he was sixteen

years of age, when he went to New York City as

clerk in the hardware business. Here he remained

until 1852, when he returned to his father's factory,
i

taking charge of the business. He was one of the

organizers of the Meriden Britannia Co., Jan. 1,

1853. In the following year he disposed of his in-

terest, and purchased the stock of the Meriden Hard-

ware Co. Jan. 1, 1855, he became one of the firm of

Frary, Benham & Co., manufacturers of powder-
j

flasks, shot-pouches, game-bags, and a general assort-

ment of sportsmen's goods. In the spring of 1857 he
i

sold his interest to a new company, known as the

American Flask and Cap Co., located at Waterbury,

Conn., and removed to that city. He returned to

Meriden in the fall of the same year, and formed a

company known as Frary & Co., subsequently Fraiy,
j

Cary & Co., manufacturers of hardware. This com-
j

pany was consolidated in the spring of 1861 with the

Landers & Smith Manufacturing Co., at New Britain,

Conn., and the name changed to Landers, Frary &
Clark, manufacturers of general hardware and cut-

lery.

In spring of the year 1876, Mr. Frary removed to

Bridgeport, Conn., and organized the Frary Cutlery

Co., for the manufacture of table cutlery. To this

manufacture was added, in July, 1879, the making of

pocket cutlery and razors. At the beginning of the

business there were about one hundred persons em-

ployed. The business has rapidly increased, and at

the present time the establishment gives employment

to seven hundred and sixty-nine.

Mr. Frary is a public-spirited citizen and a thor-

ough business man. Politically, he is a Eepublican,

and was a member of the Legislature in 1868. Dec.

22, 1852, he united in marriage with Miss Helen A.

Peck, of Berlin, Conn. Their children have been as

follows : James P., Harry L., Cora A., aiid Grace E.,

all of whom are living except James P., who died at

Meriden in the spring of 1861. Mr. Frary attends

tlie Ej^iscopal Church.







There is no prouder or more enduring personal record than
the story of a self-reliant, manly, and successful career. It

declares that the individual has not only understood his duty
and mission, hut fulfilled them. The following biography is

highly suggestive of these facts.

Russell Tomlinson, now a leading manufacturer of Bridgeport,
Conn., was born at .Southbury, in that State, April 5, 1S07. His
father was a mechanic, and worked and owned a mill forge at

Oxford, but died in 1819, when Russell was only twelve years
of age. From the age of eight years he had lived about on
the neighboring farms. At fifteen he went to Amenia, in

Dutchess Co., N. Y., where he labored on a farm during the
summer months, and worked in a blacksmith-shop in winter
and at night. Not being well treated by his employer, he left

and located in Salisbury, Conn., on what is known as the old

Salisbury Ore Hill, where for two years he worked at black-
smithing for the miserable pittance of fifteen dollars a year
and board, clothing himself from his earnings. About 1827
he joined one of his brothers, who had established a small fac-

tory for making carriages at Bridgeport. He was engaged here
for some time at the then wages of one dollar and a quarter a
day. At this time I. k L. Shuman had a branch of their sad-
dlery and carriage business at Columbia, S. C, and, knowing
young Tomlinson to be a popular and intelligent workman,
made an engagement with him to go to that place, and take
charge of the blacksmith-shop. He went there, but remained
only one winter, when he returned to Bridgeport. He was
shrewd enough to see that the best opportunities for success in

business were in New England. He opened a small shop, where
he attended to blacksmith worli of different kinds and made car-

riage-springs. Having now accumulated the sum of four hun-
dred and fifty dollars, he closed up his affairs in Bridgeport,
and went to Derby, Conn., where he built a shop, and carried
on the manufacture of carriages in a small way. He continued
in this for three years, when he sold out and found himself the
possessor of fourteen hundred and fifty dollars. Returning to

Bridgeport, he bought a steam-engine, and worked for a year
or two making axles and sawing timber. By this time his

brother's carriage business had grown into considerable impor-
tance, and was conducted under the firm of Tomlinson, Wood
k Co. He bought half of his brother's interest, and Mr. Wood
sold half of his interest to a brother, thus making four in the
firm. Mr. Tomlinson was a member of this firm for about
fifteen years. During this period it established a name over

the whole country for the manufacture of all descriptions of

carriages. This branch of manufacture has given to Bridge-

port much of its importance. The business of Tomlinson, Wood
k Co. was conducted in all its departments with great judgment
and success. Mr. Tomlinson at length sold his interest, and
retired from said business. Not being satisfied with a life of

ease, he next turned his attention to the organization of a
company for the manufacture of springs and axles, which was
in the year 1852. The present flourishing Tomlinson Spring
and Axle Company, of Bridgeport, is the result of these efl"orts.

In 1S67 he resigned the presidency of the Naugatuck Railroad,

an office which he had held for a number of years. The year
1803 saw him elected to the Legislature of Connecticut. In
1878 he was elected to the Senate for two years, and by a vote

of the Senate was appointed to fill the position of chairman
of the State prison committee, which place he held for two
years. He has also filled nearly all the diflTerent offices in the

municip.al government of the city and town of Bridgeport, and
during the whole period of the late war was the active and
efficient agent of the town in raising troops for the Union
army. Though still interested in business enterprises, he has
withdrawn from active participation in them. He resides in a
fine mansion on Golden Hill, a beautiful locality of Bridgeport.
Mr. Tomlinson was a large contributor to the building of Christ

Episcopal Church, one of the finest edifices of Bridgeport,
which is located in the same select neighborhood. He has
always exhibited a great deal of public spirit, and aided in

every possible manner the growth and improvement of the city

in which he lives. Mr. Tomlinson is about of the average
height, and equally proportioned. His face shows intelligence,

foresight, and decision as the chief elements of his character.

He is practical and reflective in all things, and, when once his

plans are formed, is diligent and obstinate in their speedy and
complete execution. His success in life has been achieved by
economy and industry in its earlier stages, and by a prudent and
skillful management of large business interests at a later period.

Ho has gained nothing by mere luck, but everything by well-

digested plans, and the intelligent appreciation of his energies
to the end in view. In social life he is a gentlemanly and affa-

ble person, and there is a consider.able vein of humor in his

composition which .adds very much to his companionable qual-

ities. His business ability and integrity and popularity have
placed him in the fii-st rank of the successful manufacturers and
valuable citizens of New England.







Capt. John Brooks, son of John Brooks and Mary Coe, was
born in Stratford, Sept. 18, 1796. His grandfather on the ma-
ternal side was Ebenezer Coe, of Stratford, who was a captain

in the war of the Revolution. He was in the vicinity of Dan-
bury when it was burned by the British, and lost an eye at the

battle of Ridgefield, where the lamented Wooster was mortally

wounded.
The subject of this sketch attended school at the old Strat-

ford Academy, which was then under the control of David
Plant, subsequently judge of Probate and Lieut.-Governor of

Connecticut. In 181 0 he was taken to New York City to live

with John Vanderbilt. In 1811 he went as clerk with Gershom
Smith, a grocer in Peck Slip, but, not being adapted to that

business, he left the establishment, and soon after the breaking
out of the war of 1812 came home.
About this time Blisha Wilcox built a sloop called the " Arab,"

to run as a packet between here and New York, and, knowing
well the sterling qualities of young Brooks, offered to make
him its commander. He accepted the position, and at the age
of eighteen years Capt. John Brooks commenced his long

career as a steamboat commander. He sailed the "Arab"
until 1814, when he was transferred to a sloop owned by his

father, called the "Intrepid." In 1815 he was captain of the

regular packet " Patriot," owned by Beach & Peck, and in

1816 of hia father's sloop called the "Mary Ann." In 1817,

Capt. Brooks formed a copartnership with the late Isaac Sher-

man which lasted about two years.

He continued in charge of one of the line of packets plying

between Bridgeport and New York until 1824, when he became
captain of the "John Marshall," a steamboat plying between
New York and Norwalk. He remained here but one year, and
then took charge of the steamer " United States," plying be-

tween New flaven and New York, and soon became captain of

the " S. B. Hudson," a fine boat built by Montgomery Living-

ston to run on the Hudson River, but was then plying between
New York and New Haven. We next find Capt. Brooks in

command of the " Franklin," a steamer running between New
York and Poughkeepsie, and in 1827 of the " Governor Wol-
cott" on the same line. A few weeks after assuming command
of the " Governor Wolcott," the boat was chartered by Capt.

Vanderbilt to run to New Brunswick. While running on this
line he lived with Mr. Vanderbilt as one of his family. About
this time, the winter of 1826-27, he made the acquaintance of
Capt. Cornelius Vanderbilt, which soon ripened into a warm
friendship which lasted as long as Mr. Vanderbilt lived.

He subsequently commanded the " Emerald," running be-
tween Norwalk and New York ; the " Bellona," running to
New Brunswick ; the " Thistle," from New York to New Bruns-
wick ; the " S. B. Baltimore," from New York to Norwalk;
the "Nimrod," and the "Westchester." Capt. Brooks' long
and active business career closed in 1864, when he retired with
a competency, and has since lived in the enjoyment and peace
of a happy home. Capt. Brooks has a strong individuality
and strength of character. Like his friend and colaborer the
late Com. Vanderbilt, he was possessed of an indomitable
will, which triumphed over all obstacles.

Capt. Brooks never allowed his multifarious business cares to

interfere with his duty to Him who had given life, strength,
and prosperity, and has ever been a faithful Christian. He
was originally a member of the North Congregational Church
of this city

;
subsequently became one of the founders of the

South Church, from which he with others seceded and united
in organizing the First Presbyterian Church.

Politically he is a member of the Republican party, and has
been an earnest exponent of its principles since its organization.
He was previously .a Whig.

Oct. 14, 1817, he united in marriage with Maria Hawley, a
native of this town ; hence it will be seen that this venerable
couple have enjoyed the marital felicity of more than three-
score years.

A prominent characteristic of Capt. Brooks is his benevo-
lence ; charitable and religious objects ever find him ready to

contribute with his counsel and his means. Warm-hearted and
generous, no worthy poor were ever turned empty-handed from
his door. He has ever manifested a decided interest in religious

matters, and has contributed liberally, and almost lavishly, to

the various churches with which he has been connected. He
is a kind husband, a devoted friend, and an upright citizen.

Although Capt. Brooks is now an octogenarian, he retains in a
remarkable degree the vigor and elasticity of youth.



Photo, by Wilson, Bridgeport.

Reuben Lockwood, whose father was John

Lockwood, was born April 1*7, 1762, at Fair-

field, Conn. His wife, Elizabeth (Raymond)

Lockwood, was born Nov. 23, 1761. Their

son, father of the subject of this notice, was

David Lockwood, who was born at Weston,

Conn., April 27, 1791, and his wife, Abigail

(Gray) Lockwood, was born at Westport, Conn.,

Jan. 2, 1802. Their children were Wakeman

D., Rhoda Ann, and David Benjamin, the

subject of this sketch, who was born Jan. 7,

1827, at Weston, Conn. He attended the

Easton Academy, and graduated at Wesleyan

University, Middletown, Conn., in 1849;

studied law at Bridgeport, Conn., and was

admitted to the Fairfield County bar in 1851.

He practiced his profession in Bridgeport from

1851 to 1856, and from 1856 to 1861 in New

York. From 1862 to 1865 he was first ser-

geant of Second Connecticut Light Battery in

the war of the Rebellion. During the year 1866

he was assistant editor of the Waterhury Daily

American. In 1867 he again resumed the

practice of his profession in Bridgeport, which

he has continued until the present time in con-

nection with his other duties. From 1869 to

1871 he was judge of the City Court of Bridge-

port, and in 1875 representative to the General

Assembly. The present year (1880) he is city

attorney for Bridgeport.

He was married Jan. 11, 1856, to Caroline

Amelia Redfield, of Clinton, Conn., who died

Nov. 5, 1865. The result of this union is

Alice Redfield, born Oct. 2, 1856, and Lester

Burchard, born Sept. 25, 1860. In 1868 he

married for his second wife Lydia Ellen Nel-

son. Their children are Harriet Eugenia, born

Aug. 18, 1869, Lucy Bettie Josephine, born

Nov. 19, 1870, and Sidney Nelson, born Nov.

14, 1872.
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CHAPTER XV.

BEOOKFIELD.*

Early History—First Town-Meeting—Parish and Cliurcli Organizations !

—Scliools—Biirial-l'lai-es—Military Record—ReprcBcntatives—Select-
I

men. !

Ijst respect to most of the rural towns and smaller-

communities of New England, back of all recorded

history there was a period of formation and incipient

growth, interesting, doubtless, in its incidents, but not

subject-matter of accurate knowledge to the present

generation. No chronicler having certified the facts

transpiring or preserved even the names of the great

majority of those who bore part in the life that was

lived, and traditions handed down being very unre-

liable evidence of what actually took place, little can
j

be spoken of which is not conjectural, and the most

satisfaction we can have in the study of the period is

that a field is thus opened for the "pleasures of im-

agination."

Brookfield is no exception to this general rule.

There were beginnings of days and dawnings of his-

tory concerning which we must consent to remain

much in ignorance. Could we successfully interrogate

the years of dimness and uncertainty reaching back-

ward from the time when the first settlers of the town

(settlers of the English stock) built here their homes

and here began their endeavors for thrift and comfort,

w^e should find much, it is easy to believe, which, by

its novelty and other elements of interest, would well

reward our investigation.

The aboriginal inhabitant doubtless had here his

rude cabin, his ties of love and hope, and his rudely-

constructed civilization. Doubtless, by the side of

Still River and the Housatonic he dextrously cast the

spear and threw the hook for fish, trapped by Beaver

Brook, and pursued on plain and hillside fur-clad or

savory game, the evidence of this being a few Indian

names not yet obliterated—as " Whisconier" and

"Pokono"—here and there an arrow-head or other

stone " relic" picked out of the furrow with a few

faded legends, as of the maiden of "Lover's Leap."

Precisely who these aboriginal dwellers were in

respect to their tribal connection, how numerous they

were, and whither they went are all matters which lie

much in the haze of the unchronicled period to which

allusion has already been made. The probability is

that they were an outlying portion of an Indian set-

tlement, two hundred warriors strong, at New Milford,

where a somewhat distinguished chief or sachem,

Werauhamaug by name, held his seat of government,

and where there are still pointed out Indian burial-

places and a neighborhood on the western bank of the

river known as " Indian Field." But this is scarcely

within the limits of veritable history.

When first brought into a separate organization for

local purposes, as the suj^port of schools and churches,

* By Eev. A. C. Pierce.

12

the place took to itself the name of the "Society or

Parish of Newbury,"—the name derived, pnisuniably,

from iVewtown and \)anhury, adjoining towns, from

which, as will be subsequently seen, the Bociety waw

largely taken,—and under this ajipeilation it con-

tinued from its first organization, in ]7o4, to tlie time

of its incorporation with town privileges, in 1788,—

a

period of thirty-four years.

Newbury (now Brookfield) was constituted of por-

tions of three adjacent towns,—viz.. New Milford,

Newtown, and Danbury, these portions meeting at a

common centre near the present residence of Mr.

Abel Sherman. A rock, now blasted away, lying

within limits now inclosed in Mr. Sherman's door-

yard, was recognized at the "bound-stone" between

these different towns, and of course the different sec-

tions of the newly-constructed society.

With reference to the first settlers who planted here

their homes, opened the school-house, and set uj) the

altars of religion, it is not now possible to designate

them so clearly as perhaps their enterprise and worth

deserve. Tradition affirms that they came here from

the town of Milford. They were probably induced

to settle here from the fact that some of their kindred

and townspeople had previously located in Danbury

and New Milford. They who came to these neigh-

boring communities not unlikely reported to their

former neighbors and friends, as the children of Reu-

ben and Gad did concerning the land of Gilead,

"Even the country is a land for cattle," and, allured

by the prospect of j^ecuniary advantage, as well as

being in the immediate vicinity of former friends

and acquaintances, they came hither into what was

comparatively a new country and kindled their home
fires.

Exactly when this first settlement took place it is

difficult now to determine, there being no authentic

record, although, in an old historical sermon preached

in Danbury at the beginning of the present century

by "Thomas Robbins, Candidate for the Gospel

Ministry," it is assei'ted that " the first settlement of

Danbury was begun in the summer of 1684," and

elsewhere the statement is made :
" The western

part of the town, called ' Miry Brook,' and the

eastern part (which now comprises a part of the

town of Brookfield), were settled within a few years

after the Centre," the centre of Danbury being evi-

dently referred to.

New Milford was settled in 1707, and Newtown
still earlier; so the inference is warranted that a pio-

neer i)opulation was here not long subsequent to

1700, perhaps still earlier than that, in the Danbury
portion of the society.

It is equally difficult to determine accurately who
the -first settlers were ; but from the earliest dates

found upon tombstones in the various cemeteries,

and from some other sources of information, it is

evident that among the earliest dwellei-s in the place

were Tibbals and Jared Baldwin, whose homes were
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on Long Meadow Hill, near the school-house ; Sam-
uel Merwin, whose residence was where Noah Taylor,

i

deceased, lived ; Deacon Matthew Baldwin, who lived

a little south of Mr. Edwin Smith's ; Samuel Sher-

man, who lived near where Mr. Abel Sherman now
resides; and Deacon Amiel Peck, who lived at the

corner just east of the Merwin Brook crossing.

Among the earlier, if not the earliest, inhabitants

were also Mr. John Dunning and Deacon Michael

Dunning, the last of whom came to his death under

peculiarly sad circumstances. On his return from a

religious meeting one night to his home, now known
as the " Benham" place, by some mishap he fell into

his own well, and was either drowned or killed by the

fall.
:

Mr. Henry Peck, the Dibbles, of Bound Swamp,
and the Smiths and Hurds, of Whisconier, were also

early in the field.

The Society of Newbury was, by an act of General

Assembly, incorporated as a town in 1788, Mr. Amos
Wheeler acting as the society's agent in carrying its

memorial to the Assembly and obtaining the act of

incorporation. It would seem, from the repeated

efforts of the society in this direction before the final

success was achieved, that either the people were

unduly ambitious for manhood before they had got-

ten their growth, or else that the then lawmakers of

Connecticut, wise and conservative men as they doubt-

less were, were chary of allowing upstart societies to

" put on airs" and have their ambitious notions grati-

fied too hastily. Application was made for town

privileges as early as 1772, and the purpose prose-

cuted through successive years before many sessions

of the Legislature until the final victory over opposi-

tion, as already stated, in 1788. Hoj^e deferred and

endeavors made through sixteen years would cer-

tainly indicate a good measure of will on the part of

the men then active. It is just a little more than

possible that Danbury, Newtown, and New Milford

knew something of the reasons why the success was

so long in coming.

THE FIRST TOWN-MEETING.

The first town-meeting was held on June 9, 1788,

and was moderated by Col. Samuel Canfield, who was

appointed by General Assembly to "warn" the meet-

ing and preside over its doings. It was evidently

regarded as quite an event in the history of the place,

and interest was felt in it even in the surrounding

towns, as shown by the following vote passed at the

meeting

:

"Voted, Thanks to the gentlemen spectators from tlie neighhoring

towns for the respect shown to the town of Brookfield in attending their

first town-meeting, and in particular return thanks to Col. Samuel Can-

field, Esq., appointed first moderator for said town of Brookfield by the

General Assembly, for his care and service in said office."

The following-named persons chosen at this meet-

ing had the honor of serving the town as the first

selectmen: Lieut. Martain Warner, Capt. Joseph

Smith, Capt. Ezra Dibble, Mr. Amos Wheeler, and
Capt. Richard Smith. Elijah S. Starr was elected as

the first town " dark."

The name of the town seems to have been adopted

as a tribute of respect to the first pastor of the place

(for the entire town was under his ministrations and
•pastoral care). Brook's field ea,si\y was converted into
" Brookfield" as the permanent designation of the

place.

Being thus incorporated as a separate town, the

people soon appreciated the need of a town-house,

their meetings for business for the first few years

being generally "warned" to meet at the "Sign
Post," and being thence adjourned either to the
" meeting-house," a school-house, or to some private

residence.

At an adjourned meeting held on Dec. 22, 1794, it

was voted " That this town build a house the ensuing

year for the purpose of transacting all business in,"

" that said house be built thirty-four feet long and

twenty-four feet wide, two stories high," and "that

said house be built convenient for hanging a bell

upon." The committee appointed to superintend the

building were instructed by vote of the same meeting
" to procure the most convenient place near the meet-

ing-house for setting the town-house upon," and the

selectmen were authorized to " draw orders upon the

town treasurer to the amount of the expenses of said

building."

The lower portion of this house was finished and
" seated" two years afterwards, so as to become avail-

able for town purposes, the upper part remaining un-

finished until a later period. A bell was placed upon
this house in 1795, and was replaced by another—the

one now in use—in 1829.

The house, thus built and appointed, served the

annual gatherings of the freemen of the town until

the summer of 1875, when, after a somewhat pro-

tracted and heated controversy, mainly in respect to

the location of the proposed new building, it was

torn down, and the jjresent more comely and commo-
dious structure was built upon its foundations.

PARISH AND CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS.

In New England, in " the days of old," there was

a mingling, as there is not now, of church and town

history, of ecclesiastical and civil affairs. In the

meeting of the freemen tax-levies were raised for the

"support of the gospel" and ministers were chosen.

Especially the Congregational Church—^the church

of the "Standing Order," as it was called—was cared

for, every legal voter being responsible for pecuniary

support and having a voice in its affairs.

Parish and church organizations, therefore, must

be taken into account in any complete town history,

as should be the case also on the ground that the

Church and the sanctuary are such important factors

of influence and destiny in any community.

There is no record now available by which can be
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ascertained when religious services began to be held
in Newbury, or the exact date when the ecclesiastical
society was organized.

We may naturally suppose that i„ the first years of
their settlement the people worshiped in the towns
to which they respectively belonged,-some at New-
town, where a church was organized in 1715; some
at New Mdford, where a church was gathered in
1716; and some m Danbury, where the first church
began Its existence in 1696. It is to be presumed
that for some time after separation from these
churches the people gathered in private houses for
their Sabbath-day devotions,-the people, for thesewere times in which all held it their duty and their
privilege to be worshipers on the Lord's dayA book of society records, supposed to have been
lost, but recently recovered, makes it certain that the
society was in working order so early as 1755, and two
years ater-viz., in 1757-the church was organized
the only account of the event being the following en-
try in the records of Consociation: "A number of
this society that came well recommended from neio-h-
boring churches appeared before this council, gave
their consent to the Saybrook Confession of Faithand Platform of Church Discipline, unitedly con
sented to a church covenant, and as members of achurch gave a unanimous 'call' to Mr. Brooks to be
their minister, to which he gave his consent." In
this somewhat informal way the living temple be^an
here to be builded. All the facts of its Jxy^S^

.
by reason ofthe fact, much to be regretted, that no church recordswere kept prior to the settlement of Rev. Eichard

Williams, in 1807.

As already indicated, the earliest Sabbath-dav ser-
vices were probably held in private houses, perhaps
at the residence of Joshua Northrop, Amos North-rop or Peter Hubbell, where it is a matter of record
that society meetings were frequently convened for
business purposes.

While a sanctuary was being prepared the ark ofthe Lord rested in the "house of Obed-edomV andwe shal not hazard much if we believe "the Lord
blessed the house of Obed-edom and all that per-tained unto him because of the ark of the Lord "

churlVrf"^' ^«"S-feIt need for achurch edifice was to be met. "At a lawful meeting
Jan. 21, 1755, of the inhabitants of the established
religious society of Newbury, more than two-thirds

qualified by law to vote declared it necessary to builda meeting-house," and either because of diff-erences of

2Z'l «'te upon which to build, orthrough desire to avoid future divisions such as are

thev ^ f ^^"'^^"'S l^^il^'ing-,

Countv "
to

court of FairfieldCounty to appoint and fix the place whereon themeeting-house should be erected and built," and thecourt thereupon appointed a commission "to fix the

place. For reasons not stated, the recommendations
of this commission were negatived by the court
In the following April the pourt took still further

action in the case, and a new commission was ap-
pointed, consisting of Increase Moselv, Benjamin
fetilesj?) and Gideon Walker, all of Woodburv, in
Litchfield County, who were emj.owered "to fix a
p ace whereon to set a meeting-house." The doings
of this commission were accepted by the society and
approved by the court, and so the place of the^anc-
tuary was "fixed," and with it doubtless the place of
the village itself; and if so, the wisdom of the com-
missioners must have been more clear to themselves
than in the judgment of succeeding generations

In December the society made appointment of a
building committee, and took action with reference to
the finances of the undertaking. It was also voted
that the structure should be " fortv-six feet in length
and thirty-six feet in width, and that the posts should
be twenty /oofe long." The committee were further
instructed "to get cedar shingles, if they can be at-
tained to, to cover the fore-side of the rvf and
chestnut for the back-side, and to cover the upright
with oak ' clapboards.' " This building seems to have
been simply "covered in" at the first, and to have
been used for a period without seats other than
benches carried in for temporary convenience, and
even Avithout a floor, except of loose boards, on which
these benches were placed. Seats and pews were in-
troduced into the building in 1759, four years after its
erection. In 1769 it was voted that "the society will
oi/l and culler the 7v!nders and doors and cornev-bords "
and a committee was appointed with power "to ait
and precuer oyl and stuef to fulfill the said vote "
Four years later galleries were added to the accom-
modations already existing. The house was inter-
nally improved with "plaster" in 1790, and was ex-
ternally .shingled upon "both sides and each end"
The structure was at first without a steeple, and this
was added in 1824, after the house had been occupied
nearly seventy years, though a bell was never
mounted upon its deck, the town-house bell after its
purchase, being used for calling the people together
ror religious services.

Evidently the spirit of improvement was not of
very rapid development. The house of the Lord thus
builded piecemeal, as we might say,-a kind of ac-
cretion of the prayers and endeavors of two entire
generations,-gathered the worshipers beneath its
roof until 1854, an entire century, lackin-v a sinc^le
year, from the time when its foundations were latd
when at was taken down and the edifice now occupied
by the C ongregational Church and Society was erected
upon its site.

This first meeting-house built in the town was -i

structure in what may be called the ham stvle of arch-
itecture, having a door upon tiie south side and each
end, east and west, with a pulpit on the north side
opposite the main entrance, over which was the old-
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fashioned "sounding-board" with the "deacons' seat"
j

beneath.

It was creditable to the good taste of the people, and

reflected somewhat their good habits at home, that a
i

tax of thirty shillings was assessed annually for the

purpose of defraying the expense of sweeping the

meeting-house, the sweeping to be done by some com- '

petent person " once in three weeks nine months in

the year, and once a month for the three winter

months." Evidently the people in those times were

believers in the sentiment, "Cleanliness is next to

godliness."

The house now occupying the same site was dedi-

cated April 12, 1854, the sermon being preached by

Eev. Mr. Churchill, of Woodbury, and the dedicatory
^

prayer being offered by the pastor, Rev. Mr. Curtiss.
j

The bell now (1880) in use was purchased the same

year.
!

Quite relevant to what has thus been recorded of i

the houses of worship occupied by this parish will be

some account of its ministry.

In September of 1755 the society voted " to have

the gospel preached amongst us," and likewise "to

invite Mr. Josiah Sherman, a candidate, to preach the

gospel on the Sabbath in this society, to join with New
Preston for the term of time as may be agreed upon."

It would thus appear that at first there was preaching ,

but part of the time, jjrobably on alternate Sabbaths,

and for this service the society paid " fifteen shillings

prock or old tenor," or its equivalent in provisions,

l^er Sabbath.

The arrangement of filling the pulpit by supplies

as they could be secured continued for about two

years, when tlie society, at their meeting, "manifested

their unanimous desire to have a gospel minister

settled among them," and a committee was appointed

"to crave the advice and direction of the reverend

members of the association in so important an affair."

As a result of such advice, or without regard to it,

as the case may have been, at a meeting of the so- .

ciety held in June, 1757, it was proposed to vote

"whether we will choose ye worthy Mr. Thomas

Brooks, who preached with us on probation, to be

settled as our minister and pastor," and it was voted

in the affirmative, the church, organized three months

later, as we have seen, uniting in the " call." The

provision made for his pecuniary support was a " set-

tlement" of one hundred pounds, to be paid in three

yearly installments, and for yearly salary forty-five

pounds for three years, with addition afterwards of

forty shillings each year until the amount should

be fifty pounds, this sum to be a permanent allow-

ance. This financial basis being mutually satisfac-

tory, on Sept. 28, 1757, the young candidate was duly

ordained and installed as pastor of the church and

society, Rev. Ebenezer White, of Danbury, preaching

the sermon, and Rev. Jedediah Mills, of Huntington,

offering the ordaining prayer.

It is creditable to the memory of Pastor Brooks

that his ministry continued through a period of forty-

two years, and that the people, as already seen, per-

manently associated his name with the place as the

name of the town. He is remembered by a few per-

sons still living as a man small in stature,—a Zac-

chseus whom Jesus called,—of fair abilities, and of

somewhat marked eccentricities, especially absent-

mindedness, and a somewhat quick and uncontrollable

temper. As evidence of the first of these character-

istics, the well-authenticated anecdote is told of him
that on one occasion, when he had worn for his com-

fort two pairs of stockings to a meeting of Consocia-

tion, in the morning, when dressing, he was unable

to find but a single stocking. His delegate, however,

Mr. Henry Peck, coming to his assistance, shortly

ascertained that the four stockings were all upon one

foot. And, as an illustration of the last peculiarity

mentioned, it is told of him that, meeting with prov-

ocation from a parishioner, overmastered by his im-

I^etuous spirit, he seized hold of the offender and

caused him to shake in a manner somewhat different

from that in which the Philippian jailer did in the

presence of Paul.

This first pastor, on account of impaired health and

growing infirmities, was relieved from the active

duties of his office (whether formally dismissed or

not is uncertain) in 1796, and reached the end of his

pilgrimage three years afterwards.

On an unpretentious gravestone in the " Hawley-
ville" Cemetery there is the modest record:

" In memory of Eev. Thos. Brook, who departed this life Sept. 13, 1799,

aged 80 years.

Mors uihi vita est.

(Death to me is life.)

0 mortal, wander where you will,

Yo<ir destiny is cast;

The rising stone and verdant hill

Proclaim your destiny at last."

The subsequent pa.stors of the church, with their

periods of service, have been as follows : Rev. Erastus

Ripley, November, 1800, to November, 1801; Rev.

Richard Williams, June, 1807, to April, 1811 ; Rev.

Bela Kellogg, January, 1813, to October, 1816 ; Rev.

A. B. Hull,* October, 1819, to October, 1820; Rev.

Abner Brundage, May, 1821, to October, 1839 ; Rev.

Dan C. Curtiss, October, 1843, to October, 1855 ; Rev.

Thomas N. Benedict,* April, 1859, to September,

1862 ; Rev. P. Hollister, December, 1862, to Decem-
ber, 1864; Rev. F. Munson,* April, 1865, to 1868;

Rev. A. C. Pierce, October, 1870.

It is in evidence that the "service of song in the

house of the Lord" was duly regarded by the early

worshipers of the town that frequently in the records

there is statement of special arrangements made for

instruction in singing, the town making appropri-

ations of money to defray the expense, and under

date of Dec. 24, 1792, there is the entry

:

* Those thus mai'ked stated supplies, but not pastors.
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"Voted, That Mrs. Ebenczer Blackman, Isaac Northrop, Capt. Joseph

Buggies, Sergt. Hezokiah Stevens, Jiim ., Ncheniiah Barlow, and Aniial

Peck be a Committee to mention a niiniljer of old Psalm tunes, and to '

see that said tnnes are taught in tlie singing-sehool now taught in this

town by Capt. Tliait."

It has seemed proper tliiit this soiiiewliat extended
|

account should be given of the church first organized

in the town,—which was the religious home of all the

people for more than a generation, and which was the

mother church as related to others subsequently or-

ganized,—and proper also that Pastor Brooks, as the

first minister and the one whose memory is perpetu-

ated in the name of the town itself, should have more :

extended mention than those who were subsequent

laborers in the same field.

PKOTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

But other churches and other ministers have had

their place in the history of the town, and are well

entitled to a page in the make-up of its historic

record.

Almost from tlie first formation of the society or

parish, of which an account has just been given, there

were persons residing within its limits whose senti-

ments affiliated with other forms of worship, as evi-

denced in the fact that so early as 1757 a vote was

passed to memorialize the General Assembly for a

"land-tax of twopence on the acre of all ye unin-

closed land in Newbury, exclusive of lands of Ghurch-

of-England men residing among us." It is said that

occasional worship was held within the parish boun-

daries after the Church-of-England type while yet in

its civil state the country was in colonial relations,

the ministrations probably furnished from Newtown,
where an Episcopal parish was organized in 1734.

On Jan. 21, 1785, thirty-five persons, all of whom
were males, lodged a certificate with the clerk of the

Congregational parish, declaring themselves " to be-

long to the Episcopal Church," and it is presumable

that at about this time se2)arate worship as a regular

weekly appointment began, though the first parish

meeting, the records of which have been preserved,

Avas not held until 1789.

A movement was made—so, at least, it is said—for

a house of worship for the accommodation of those of

Episcopal preferences some four years before the

Revolution, and the frame of a building was actually

reared. But it was never covered in, and finally dis-

appeared, the war bringing defeat to this, as to so

many other enterprises.

After the war, though at what precise date it is

perhaps now difficult to determine, an edifice was

built for Episcopal use upon the triangular spot mid-

way between Mrs. Lucy Northrop's residence and
that of Mr. Sherman Foote, where services were held

iintil 1837, when the pari.sh entered the more commo-
dious house still occupied, though in the mean time

.enlarged and otherwise greatly improved.

The ministrations of the Episcopal pulpit and par-

ish have been conducted as follows: By the rector.

Rev. Philo Perry, from 1785 for 1786) U> 1798; Rev.

Daniel Burhans, D.D., 1798 for 1799) to 1812; Rev.

Benjamin Benham, 1812 to 1828; Rev. Joseph 8. Co-

vell, 1829 to 1836; Rev. Mr. Hhimeal, 1830 to 1837;

Rev. David H. Hhort, 1838 to 1839; Rev. Edward C.

Bull, 1839 to 1842; Rev. Edward J. Ives, 1842 to

1844; Rev. Henry D. Nol)le, 1844 to 1858; Rev. J.

E. Goodhue, 1863 to 1869; Rev. Levi B. Stimson,

1869 to 1872 ; Rev. Frank B. Lewis, 1872 to 1873

;

Rev. Frederick A. Fiske, 1873 to 1876; Rev. E. L.

Whitcome, 1877.*

The occasional services held, as already stated,

^ prior to the organization of the parish were proljalily

largely conducted by Rev. John Beach, of Newtown,

who went over to Episcoj^acy from the ministry of the

Congregational Church in 1732.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHUIICH.

At the time the old house of worship standing on

the triangle in front of Mr. Sherman Foote's was

abandoned for the new edifice, in 1837, certain Meth-

odist brethren residing at the " Iron-Works" and in

the neighborhood united with others of like views

living at Southville, and, forming one society, pur-

chased the old Episcopal meeting-house, and there

continued services for nearly twenty years, when a

portion of the worshipers resumed their separate

status at Southville, and the remaining portion began

to hold services at the " Iron-Works" village in the

edifice now (1880) occupied by the Reformed congre-

gation.

With varying experience the feeble society here

held on its way until, by removals from the place and

the death of members, its strength was exhausted,

and as a separate organization it became extinct in

1865, or at about that date.

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH.

On Sept. 23, 1846, the Baptist meeting-house, so

called, was opened for public worship by exercises

appropriate to the occasion, and on the 12th day of

November following the " First Baptist Church of

Brookfield" Avas constituted, a society of affiliated

sentiments having been in existence since 1843. On
the 2d day of December delegates from other churches

were present for the public formal recognition of the

new organization, and at a "covenant-meeting" held

December 5th Elder William Biddle was called to be

the first pastor of the church, which office he held

until September, 1854, when, at his own request, he

was released from his official connection, though even

to the end of life he was intimately identified with

the interests of the church, and was constant in his

labors on its behalf.

Additional to services rendered by him the church

* The ahove list is given as furnished to the writer, but, for the accu-

racy of history, it should be stated tl\at the two first-named individuals

were rectors at Newtown during the same or nearly the s;in>c periiMs.
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has been under the pastoral supervision of Elders

Ganung, Shove, Wilson, and Chapman.

THE KEFORMED CHURCH.

The Eefonned Church began its organic life in

1869 as a mission enterprise under the auspices of the

Classis of New York.

Rev. S. W. Roe, Rev. Ransford Wells, D.D., Rev.

F. E. Allen, and Rev. F. M. Bogardus have served

the church in the ministry.

SCHOOLS.

By a kind of law of association, in New England

at least, the mention of schools is closely connected

with that of churches, and a sketch of Brookfield

would be incom2Jlete without some mention of this

kind. The fathers were not indifferent to the need

of facilities for a higher grade of education than that

furnished by the common or district school, and,

accordingly, not unfrequently in the town records

there is statement of special aiijiropriations from the

treasury for the support of "select schools" or to facil-

itate in some way higher grade instruction. Thus,

under date of April 4, 1799, the selectmen of the

town were empowered to pay forty-five dollars for

finishing the upper room in the town-house "for the

purpose of keeping a school in the same," and it was

also voted "that a committee of two persons from

each school district in the town be apj)ointed as a

joint committee to hire a teacher to teach school in

the upper room of the town-house, and to regulate

such school."

Private enterprise has also engaged in the same

laudable purpose. In 1840, Mr. Edward Robbins

opened a school at the " Centre" which assumed flour-

ishing proportions, and was continuously kept ujj for

about ten years.

In 1858, Rev. Henry D. Noble, being measurably

disqualified for the services of rector of the parish,

conceived the idea of establishing a high-class board-

ing-school for boys, and entered with his accustomed

energy upon the accomplishment of the plan. "St.

Paul's School for Boys" was the result, and was car-

ried on with growing prosperity until interrupted by

his sudden death, which occurred Sept. 14, 1868.

Shortly after this Madame Booraem opened a jjri-

vate school for lads and misses, which continued, with

varying patronage, until 1878.

It should be mentioned in this connection that, in

1795, Widow Mary Northrop, at her decease, left for

the benefit of the town an estate of which one hun-

dred and forty-seven pounds four shillings sixpence

was in the form of j^romissory notes, and the proceeds

of this estate have been regularly devoted to the in-

terests of education, for a portion of the time being

expended in the maintenance of select schools, and

at other times being divided among the several dis-

tricts as partial sujiport of the district schools. At

the present time the interest of this fund—known as

the "Molly Money"—is counted in as part of the

public-school money, and is divided among the dis-

tricts.

BURIAL-PLACES.

It will not be inappropriate that some reference

shall be made here to the burial-places to which the

departed have been borne as the six generations

dwelling here since the first settlement of the town
have lived and died.

"

The Newbury fathers, while united for ecclesiastical

purposes, seem to have maintained, not unnaturally,

something of the town feeling, and hence the ceme-

tery on " the plain" for the New Milford portion of

the society, that by the railroad-track, below Mr.

David Northrop's, for the Danbury portion, and that

near Hawleyville for the Newtown portion, while a

spot marked by a few remaining stones by the side of

Hop Brook, on the left of the road to "Obtuse," was

a resort for those having no preferences, but looking

only to convenience as to distance. The cemetery

near Mr. Beman Faircliild's, that known as the

" Central," west of Still River, and the one at the

"Iron-Works" were of later beginning.

In the burial-place referred to by Hop Brook there

stands a slab erected "To the memory of Mr. Henry
Baldwin, drowned April 4, 1798," with this somewhat

singular poetic inscrijjtion

:

" Here lies interred a blooming youth

;

He lived in love and died in truth.

Call, and behold, as you pass by,

As you are now, so once was I

;

As I am now, so you must be

;

Prepare to die and follow me."

For the benefit of such as are always looking into

the past for the golden, and upon the present with

dis^iaragement, in this connection it may be stated

that M'ithin the memory of some now living, on fu-

neral occasions within the town, liquors were provided

for the " bearers," and as the procession moved, here

and there on the route, when the "bier" was changed

from the shoulders of one set of men to those of

another, the bottle, carried by an attendant, was

passed around to strengthen the men helloing in car-

rying the dead. Surely, there is some progress

!

The history of a place is inclusive of its outgoing

influences, as well as of events which transpire within

I its boundaries. Emigrant sons and daughters are

imi^ortant factors, therefore, which must not be left

out of the account, and of these the following should

be enrolled : Rev. William A. Hawley, Rev. William

Dibble, Rev. Bennet F. Northrop, Rev. Beebe Ste-

vens, Rev. Oliver Taylor, Rev. Oliver St. John, and

Rev. Frank Lobdell. Mr. Samuel Ruggles and Mrs.

Lucia Holman, missionaries of the American Board,

were also natives of the place. Besides these, a long

list might be added of non-professional persons who

in various secular relations and pursuits have "ob-

tained a good report."
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MILITARY RECORD.

Though no distinguished names or exploits adorn

the war record of Brookfield, yet this department of

its history is not altogether barren of incident, and

there are names which ought not to die out of mem-
orj', because they who bore them were willing to

hazard life for their country's safety.

When the Revolutionary war broke out it found

here a company of militia already organized, which

did service under Maj.-Gen. Wooster, and probably

was present Avhen he received his death-wound at

Eidgefield.

It is represented by the older citizens, who gath-

ered their information from the fathers, now passed

away, that when Governor Tryon, of " blazing mem-
ory," burned Danbury, great excitement swept over

Newbury, and that many of the people, their patriot-

ism stirred by the words of good Pastor Brooks, rushed

to the aid of their Danbury neighbors ; also that in

another stage of the conflict royal troops were for a

little time quartered here.

In the war of 1812 a " draught" was served upon
the people here, and, additional to the men thus

raised, Lieut. Euggles enlisted a company of volun-

teers, the whole being sent to New London for' active

duty. But the perils of these men were more dread-

ful in anticiijation than in reality, and their exploits

of war were not of such account as to cover either

tliemselves or their country with imperishable glory.

In response to the call of the country for the sup-

23ression of the Rebellion, fifty-seven men enlisted i

from Brookfield, serving for a longer or shorter j)e-

riod, of which number two—Albert Clark and Frank
Benson—were killed in action.

The full roll of enlisted men, as they appear upon
the books in the State archives, is as follows :

j

Charles S. Smith, Charles B. Steward, William Turrell, Etlwin Wheeler,

Samuel Magee, Eockwell H. Smith, Harmon Eilgett, Theodore Jack-

son, Abner H. Johnson, I'atriclc Sullivan, Benjamin Stebbins, Leon-

ard D. Wilkinson, Frank J. Benson, Cliai'les T. Delevan, Joseph

Haddocks, Charles Hayes, Lemuel Peck, Hanford N. Bassett, William

B. Hamlin, George W. Anthony, Lewis J. Ives, Henry W. Seeley,

Gilbert H. Campbell, James W. Hamilton, Frederic A. Bennett, Mc-
Allister Craig, Charles H. Clark, Thomas Sherman, Tallman Simons,

William F. Banks, Edwin H. Nearing, Frederic E. Nearing, William

Stebbins, Frederic A. Osborn, Edward A. Osborn, Zenas L. Dibble,

Daniel Briggs, James H. Case, Edward H. Northrop, Marcellns B>
j

Pishon, Allen Rogers, Clarence Smith, George Squires, .Jonathan T.

Salmons. Joseph H. Cantielil, Daniel McKinnon, Timothy T. Turrell,

Albert Clark, John Triel, Josepli C. Goldsmith, William Hamilton,

Thomas Hoye, William D. Hoyt, William H. Hawley, Booth Lattin,

John S. Prentice, Thomas Prentice.

Ten died while in the service ; dieir names as fol-

lows :

Thomas Hoye, Tliomas Prentice, Edwin Wheeler, Rockwell H. Smith,

Abner Johnson, Patrick Sullivan, Lemuel Peck, William R. Hamlin,
Thomas Sherman, and Chailes T. Delevan.

The most noteworthy items of Brookfield history i

have thus been passed in review. In closing such a '

record the thought is quite natural, " How much there

is of unwritten—never to be written—history!" and
the thought also, " The generation now living is

making history for those who shall come after, and

liow important that the record, when filled out by

some as yet unknown chronicler, shall be Hpotless and

aglow with honorable incident and names to be held

in abiding respect !"

RBl'RESENTATIVES FROM 1788 TO 1880.

1788, Henry I'eck
;

178'J, Capt. Joseph Smith: MH'.I-'M, Henry Peck;

17'J0-yi, Joseph Smith; 1702, Henry Peck, Daniel Benedict f>X)k;

17!W, Anjos Wheeler, Benjamin Bostwick
;

1794, Amos Wheeler,

Timothy Ruggles; 17!Jo, Datjiel B.Cook, Preserve Wood; 1790, Amos
Wlieeler, Isaac Hawley

;
1797-98, Amos Wljeeler; 1798, Jesse Noble;

1799, Daniel B. Clark; 18ll(i, Eli I'erry, Daniel B. Cook; 1801-2,

Jesse Noble, George C. Smith
;

18li:j, Jesse Noble, Kiverius Hawley;

1804, George C. Sniitli, Jesse Noble; 1805, .Jesse Noble, George C.

Smith, Thomas P.White; ISOG, \yilliam Meeker, I-,iveinB Hawley;

1807, Riverius Hawley, George C. Smith
;
1808, Isaac Hawley, Livo-

rus Hawley; 1809, George Smitli, Daniel Tomlinson; 1810, Riverins

Hawley; 1811, Riveiius Hawley, Liverus Hawley; 1812, Daniel

Tomlinson, .Joseph Smith (:id) ; 181:i, Daniel Tomlinson, Liverus

Hawley; 1814, Liverus Hawley, William Meeker; 1815-16, Noah A.

Lacey, Daniel Tomlinson; 1817, Noah A. L.tce}', Zerah S. A. I*eck;

1818, William Meeker, IlenianBurch; 1819, Czar Starr; 1820, William

Meeker; 1821, Czar Starr; 1822, William Meeker; 1823, Steplien

Gregory; 1824, Eli Ruggles; 1825, William Meeker; 1826, Eli

Ruggles; 1827, John B. Sanford; 1828, Daniel Tomlinson; 1829,

Steplien Gregory ; 18:i0-:il, Zerah S. A. Peck ; 18132, Ebenezer W'aneer;

18a3, Bryant Smith; 1834, Abraham F. Shepard; 18:i5, Steplien

Gregory; ISiiC, Benjamin Hawley; 1837, .Jolm Hawley; 1838, Cziir

Starr; 1839, Ira Keeler; 1840^1, David Burr; 1842, Charles Hurd;

1843, Eli Ruggles; 1844-45, John Hawley; 1846, Ethiel Andrews;

1847, Alfred Morris; 1848, Ormon Bradley; 1849, Abel S. Hawley;

1850, David W. Northrop
; 1851, Bryant Smith ; 1852. David A. Foster

;

1853, William 11. Seake; 1854, .John Hawley; 1855, Nathan Turrell;

185G, Ira Keeler; 1857, Hiram Higby; 1858, William A. RiindaU

;

1869, Almon Odell
;
1860, John Hawley; 1861, Levi G. Knapp; 1862,

Zar Joice; 1863-64, Philo C. Merwin; 1865, Curtis Morris; 1866, S.

B. Buggies; 1867, Edwin G. Turrill ; 1868, Harvey Roe; 1869, David

H. Meeker; 1870, D. G. Meers; 1871, H. S. Stevens; 1872, Augustus

H. Knapp
;
1873, John N. Hawley ; 1874, Eugene T. Shepard : 187.5,

Marcus Babbitt; 1870, John P. Wildinan; 1877. Ezra N. Somers;

1878, William F. Wildnian ; 1879, Henry S. Peck; 1880, Benjamin

Griffin.

SELECTMEN FROM USS TO ISSO.

1788.—Lee Martin Warner, Capt. Josepli Smith, Capt. Ezra Dibble, Amos
Wheeler, Capt. Bichard Smith.

1789.—Joseph Starr, Jesse Noble, Dr. Preserve Wood.

1790:—Amos Wheeler, Preserve Wood, Isaac Hawley.

1791.—Amos Wheeler, Lee Martin Warner, Aiuiel Peck.

1792.—Capt. Bichard Smith, Dr. Preserve Wood, Amos Wheeler.

1793.—Daniel B. Cooke, Benjamin Bostwick, Le Jlartiu W.arner.

1794.—Samuel Merw in, Jr., Ezra Dibble, Timothy Ruggles.

1795.—Isaac Hawley, Solomon Warner, Levi Bostwick.

1796.—Liverus Hawley, Dr. Preserve Wood, Hezekiah Stevens, Jr.

1797.—Liverus Hawley, Elijah Starr, Ezra Dibble.

1798.—Liverus Hawley, Jesse Noble, Capt. Ezra Dilible.

1790.—Liverus Hawley, Jesse Noble, Dr. Preserve Wood.

1800.—Liverus Hawley, George C. Smith, Ninvm Blai knian.

1801.—Liverus Hawley, Elijah Starr, George C. Smith.

1802.—Liverus Hawley, Zar Starr, Samuel Sherman.

1803.—Liverus Hawley, Eli,iah Starr, Zar Starr.

1804.—George C. Smith, Wait Northrop, Levi Bostwick.

1805.—Elijah Sturdevant, Wait Northrop, George C. Smith.

1S06.—Henry Peck, Jr., .\iidrew Northrop, Buggies Sherman.

1807.—Nathan Keeler. Robert B. Buggies. Samuel Shernuiii.

1808.—John Peck, David Osborne, Michael Dunning.

1S09.—Liverus Dunviing, Zar Starr, John W. Camp.

1810.—Henry Peck, Benjamin B. AN'ai'iier, Wait Nortlunp.

1811.—Henry Peck, Robert B. Buggies, Benjamin K. Warner.

1812.—Benjamin Lake, Henry Peck, Elijah Stmxtevaiit.

1813-14.—Henry Peck, Eli.iah Sturdevant, Zerah S. A. Peck.

1815.—Walker Lewis, Zar Starr, Eli,iah Teriill.

1816.—Peter Hurd, Ezra Dibble, Bobert B. Bugglo.s.

1817.—Peter Hurd, Bobert Ruggles, Steven Gregory.
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1818.—Peter Hurd, Foster Hurlbert, Eli Kuggles.

1819.—Steven Gregory, Zar Nearing, Elijah Terrill.

1820.—Zar Nearing, Jabez Hurd, Abel Bootli.

1821.—Jabez Hurd, Zalmon Goodsell, "David Meeker.

1822.—Zar Nearing, William Meelser, Samuel Merwin, Jr.

1823.—Zalmon Goodsell, Agur Tomlinson, Isaac Babbitt.

1824.—Zerah S. A. Peck, Henry Peck, Benjamin Lake.

1825-20.—Jolin B. Sanford, Heman Burch, Wait S. Nortlirop.

1827.—Wait S. Northrop, Heman Burch, Eleazer D. Hawley.

1828.—Elmore B. Northrop, Eleazer D. Hawley, Wait S. Northrop.

1829-30.—Wait S. Northrop, Eli Hamlin, Elmore B. Northrop.

1831.—Eli Hamlin, Zar Starr, Jr., Alonzo Beeis.

1832.—Zar Starr, Jr., David A. Foster, Alonzo Beers.

1833.—Zar Starr, Jr., Henry Kuggles, Ezra Osborne.

1834.—David A. Foster, Ira Keeler, John Hawley.

1835-36.—Ira Keeler, Ormond Lobdell, Jolin Jaclvson.

1837-38.—Curtis Morris, Alfred Morris, Charles Hurd.

1839.—Ormond Bradley, Curtis Morris, David W. Northrop.

1840-42.—Curtis Morris, John A. Peck, Darius Bristoll.

1843.—Elias Camp, Zar Starr, Jr., Zalmon Goodsell.

1844.—Elias Camp, Hubbell Wildman, Benjamin Hawley.

1845.—David Burr, Eliud Bristol, Orrin Salmons.

1846.—Elias Camp, David W. Northrop, Homer Lake.

1847.—Sidney Hawley, Homer C. Brush, Lemuel Northrop.

1848.—Elias Camp, Ebenezer Wanzer, Zar Starr.

1849.—Ebenezer Wanzer, William A. Randall, Zar Joyce.

1850-51.—Curtis Morris, Ebenezer Wanzer, Zar Joyce.

1852.—Curtis Morris, Zar Starr, Alonzo Beers.

1853.—Curtis Morris. Homer C. Brush, Zar Starr.

1854-56.—Homer C. Brush, John Hawley, William H. Lake.

1857.—Homer C. Brush, William H. Lake, Edwin G. Terrill.

1858.—William H. Lake, Edwin G. Terrill, Philo C. Merwin.

1859—Curtis Morris, Ezra N. Somers, Henry A. Andrews.

1860.—Sidney E. Hawley, L. B. Wildman, Ezra W. Wildman.
1861.—L. B. Wildman, D. B. Dibble, Alfred Morris.

1862.—Homer C. Brush, Philo C. Merwin, EzraN. Somers.

1863-65.—Philo C. Merwin, Ezra N. Somers, Hiram Barnum.
1866.—Philo C. Merwin, Ezra N. Somers, Harvey Koo.

1867-68.—Ezra N. Somers, Harvey Koe, David H. Meeker.

1869-70.—Ezra N. Somers, Harvey Roe, William F. Wildman.

1871.—Harvey Roe, William F. Wildman, Marcus Babbitt.

1872.—Harvey Roe, Ezra W. Wildman, Marcus Babbitt.

1873.—Harvey Roe, Samuel Thornhill, John H. Merwin.

1874.—Harvey Roe, Jolin H. Merwin, David H. Meeker.

1875-76.—John H. Merwin, Henry D. Lake, Henry C. Gray.

1877.—Henry D. Lake, Henry C. Gray, Horace Beers.

1878.—Ezra N. Somers, Barzilla T. Jackson, Horace Beers.

1879.—Harvey Roe, Ezra N. Somers, Sherman Foote.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

AMOS L. WILLIAMS.

Dr. Amos L. Williams is of Welsh descent, his an-

cestors coming to America and settling in New Eng-

land at an early day.

His father, William Williams, was a native of

Lebanon, New London Co., Conn., who followed
{

farming, and took to wife Miss Lydia Loomis of Leb-

anon. Salmon L., William C, Lydia, Harriet, Gil-

bert, and Amos L. were the names of their children,
i

Amos L. Williams was born Jan. 11, 1811. His
j

father died when he was but seven years of age. He
|

remained with his mother until he was sixteen, when
he took up his residence with his brother. Dr. Wil-

liam C. Williams, at that time a practicing physician

in Eoxbury, Conn. He remained two years, teach- '

ing the district school in the winter, and reading

medicine in his hours from school and during the re-

mainder of those two years. In the winter of 1831-

32 he attended a course of medical lectures in New
Haven, and in March, 1832, was licensed to practice.

Locating in Greene Co., N. Y., he practiced there a

few months when he removed to Brookfield, Fairfield

Co., Conn., where he has lived and followed his pro-

fession since March 1, 1833. Eight years afterwards,

in 1840, he attended a course of lectures and gradu-

ated at Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia.

Oct. 16, 1833, he married Miss Sarah J., daughter

of Daniel and Lucy (Gregory) Holley, of Brookfield.

The children born to them have been Ellen F., Julia

G., William H. H., and Florence H.

It may be truthfully said of Dr. Williams that he

is a self-made man. Commencing the practice of his

profession under adverse circumstances, he has, by
careful study and close attention to his professional

duties, won for himself the position of trust and honor
which he now occupies.

EZRA W. WILBMAN.

Ezra W. Wildman, son of Edward and Anna A.

(Bennett) Wildman, Avas born Dec. 2, 1818, in New
Fairfield, where his parents were temporarily residing,

having lived in Brookfield prior to and returning

there soon after Ezra's birth.

Edward Wildman pursued the calling of farming.

He was married to Anna A., daughter of Stephen

and Hannah (Lacy) Bennett, of Brookfield, by whom
he had seven children. Ezra, the eldest son, lived

with his father, attending the district school and

assisting in the farm-work, until reaching the age of

nineteen, when he began the business of manufac-

turing curriei's' knives with Mr. Tomlinson in Brook-

field. At the age of twenty-one he entered into partner-

ship with Mr. Tomlinson and his uncle, Mr. John F.

Bennett, and did business under the firm-name of D.

Tomlinson & Co. This connection lasted until the

"big freshet" in 1853, which carried away the firm's

dam, when, Mr. Tomlinson retiring, the firm became

Bennett & Wildman ; the dam was rebuilt and busi-

ness resumed. In 1867, Mr. AVildman sold his in-

terest in the establishment, and devoted his time to

farming.

In February, 1841, Mr. Wildman married Miss

Harriet, daughter of Hiram Barlow, of Bridgewater,

Conn. Their children were Emily M., Sarah E.,

Laura A., Henrietta E. His first wife dying in

1850, the following year he married Miss Sarah J.,

daughter of Albert and Hannah (Eusco) Stevens, of

New Canaan, by whom he has had the following-

named children : Harriet N., Henry S., Josephine,

Ida C, and William E.

The family of Stevens are of English origin. Al-

bert Stevens was a public educator, devoting a long
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life to the arduous calling, teaching in Patterson,

Yista, and elsewhere.

In politics, Mr. Wildman is Republican. lie is an

attendant at the Reformed churcli, Brookfield, of

which Mrs. Wildman and several of the children are

members.

CHAPTER XVI.

DANBUBY.
Geograpliical— Topographical — Robbins' Century Sermon— Original

Name—Pahquioque— Tlie First Settlors—Date of Settlement—The
First Physician—Fii'st Survey of the Town—Tlie Patent—"John Reed,

the Lawyer"—First Probate Judge—The Pioneer Scliool—The Revo-

lution—First Public Library—Ecclesiastical—Sketch of Mr. Robbins

—

Danbury in 1770—List of Inhabitants in 179.3.

Danbury lies in the northern part of the county,

and is bounded as follows : On the north by New
Fairfield ; on the east by Brookfield and Bethel ; on

the south by Redding and Ridgefield ; and on the west

by Ridgefield and Putnam Co., N. Y. The surface is

diversified with hills and valleys, and the soil is fertile.

In presenting the history of Danbury it is deemed
advisable to reproduce, as introductory, a century ser-

mon delivered by Rev. Thomas Robbins, A.M., Jan.

1, 1801, wherein was embodied many facts bearing

upon the early history of the town which can be ob-

tained from no other source. Mr. Robbins was at the

time temporarily supplying the pulpit of the Congre-

gational Church. He was an enthusiast in matters of

historic lore, and in the language of Mr. Bailey, of

the News, " He builded better than he knew, and de-

livered a sermon that will live as long as Danbury it-

self has an existence."

THE SERMON.
" The original Indian came of this place was Pahquioque. The iirst

settlement of this town was begun in the summer of the year 1G84.*

Tlie settlers came that year and begun some improvements in buildings,

Bowing grain, and other things necessary. Some of the families moved

here that summer, and continued through tlie winter; others did not

move till the spring following. It may therefore be said tliat the first

permanent settlement was made in the spi'ing of tlie year 1C85, by eight

families. The names of the men were, Thomas Taylor, Francis Busli-

nell, Thoma.s Baniuni, Jolin Iloyt. James Benedict, Samuel Benedict,

James Beebe, and Judah Gregory, They lived near together, at the south

end of Town Street. Beginning at the south end, Taylor, Buslinel),

Barnum, and lioy t lived on the west side ; the two Benedicts, Beebe, and

Gregory on the east. .\11 except James Beebe came from Norwalk ; he

was from Stratford. They purchased their lands from the Indian pro-

prietors. Mr. Taylor had seven sons, from whom all of tliat name now
in town des.--eiided. Mr. Bushnell had a faniil}' of seven daughters, but

I

no son. There have therefore been none of tlie name in this town since, i

only as it is still borne up in several Christian names. Mr. Barnum had

five sons, from whom are the families of that name. Mr. Hoyt left si.v

sons, who are tlie ancestors of the families of tliat name now living.

Mr. .lames Beneilii t left three sons, from whom are a part of the Bene-

dict families whi.jh survive, particularly tlioso in wliich the Cliristian
!

name James frequently occurs. His eldest son James was tlie first Eng-

lish male child born in town. Tlie sons of Samuel Benedict were four.

From them are tliose families of Benedicts in wliicli the Christian name
Samuel is often found. Soon after these fii'st families settled here, Daniel

Benedict, a brother of the other two of that name, came and became a

* In this I am positive, for three separate and independent sources of

information all agree.

settler. He wax not one of tlie first, aj) has been Hupp"8«'I. He left but

one son, Daniel.f From liim are the familieH in whicli that Christian

name is often found, of whom there are a« many familieH now in t/jwn

as from either of the others. Mr. Beebe lia^l two »w;nH,—.Janu-K and

Samuel. From his two sons sprang the families of Beebes now iu U>viu.

The sons of Samuel moved to Littlifielil, and alterwardB began the settle-

ment of the town of Canaan. Mr. Gregory lia^l two wjns, from wliom

are the numerous families of that name."

THE FIRST PHYSICIAN.

" One of tlie first settlers after the first eight families was Dr. Samuel

Wood, a regular-bred physician, born and eiliicated in England. Able

and skillful in his profession, he wax very useful in the town for many
years. From him are the families of that name now in t/)wn.

" Mr. Josiah Starr came to this town from Long Island soon after it«

first settlement. He had six sons, from whom the many families of that

name have descended. Joseph Mygatt, froiii Hartford, afterwards mar-

ried Elizabeth, daughter of Benjamin Starr, eldeht son of Josiah, and

settled in this town, from whom are the families of that name. The

families of Picket, Knapp, and Wildman are ancient families in the

town, the latter of whom are now .very numerous. Some of the grand-

sons of the original settlers are now living. Mr. David Taylor, of Wes-

ton, and Mr. David Benedict, of this town, are grandsons of Mr. Thomas

Taylor. Mr. David Shove is a grandson of Mr. Bushnell. Capt. Comfort

Hoyt, Thaddeus Benedict, Esq., Mr. Isaac Benedict, and Jlr. Joseph

Beebe—the two latter of Bethel—are grandsons of the first settlers Hoyt,

the two Benedicts, and Beebe. Mr. Abel Barnum, who died about a year

ago at New Fairfield, was the last grandson of the first settler Barnum.

The last grandson of the first settler Gregory was Samuel Gregory, Esq.,

who has been dead about eighteen years."

FIRST SURVEY OF THE TOWN.—THE PATENT.

"The first settlers, having purchased their lands of the Indian owners,

became proprietors of the town. The town was surveyed in Februarj',

1093, by John Piatt and Samuel Hayes, of Norwalk. The survey bill

declares the length to be eight miles from north to south, and the breadth

six miles from east to west. At the session of the General Assemljly in

May, 1702, a patent was granted, giving town-privileges U> the inhab-

itants and proprietors of Danbury. The patentees named are James

Beebe, Thomas Taylor, Samuel Benedict, James Benedict, John Hoyt,

and Josiah Starr. In this act the boundaries were fixed according to the

former survey.

"The first justice of the peace who was appointed was Mr. James

Beebe. The first town clerk was Mr. .losiah Starr. For many years

after this time there were Indians living in town, who held their lands

separate from the English people by known bounds. It does not appear

that they were ever troublesome. But in the time of the wars, which

were in the early part of the century, in which the French used great

exertions to e.xcite the enmity of the natives against the English settle-

ments, it became necessary to provide some means of security. The house

of Mr. Samuel Benedict, at the southeast corner of the street, and the

house of Rev. Mr. Shove, on the eminence near where the two former

meeting-houses stood, were placed in a posture of defense. When they

were apprehensive of danger all the families used to repair to these two

houses, especially nights. But it does not appear that they ever had any

serious alarm. In October, l^O.'^, it was enacted by the General Assembly

that garrisons should be kept at Woodbury and Danbury if the council

of war should judge expedient. It thence follows that this was then a

frontier town. But we have no account that any garrison was ever

maintained here at public expense.

" The western part of the town, called Miry Brook, and the eastern

part, wliich now composes part of the town of Brookfield, were settled

within a few years after the centre. Many parts in the middle of the

town which are now very fertile and prolific were considered by the

early proprietoi"s as not worth cultivation. Some of them, therefore,

went from four to seven miles for land to raise their ordinary crops.

"One of the early inhabitants iu this town was .Tolin Reed, a man of

great talents, and thoroughly .^killed iu the knowledge and practice of

the law. He possessed naturally many pei-uliarities, and afiected still

more. He is knoWB^to this day through the country by many singular

anecdotes and characteristics under the appellation oi •.loliu Reeii the

Lawyer.' The first representative from this town to the Goneral .\ssem-

bly was Sir. Thomas Taylor. He was for many ycai-s a useful man iu

the town, and died January, 1735, aged ninety-two. He continued the

t Daniel Benedict, Jr., married Eeliekah, datigliter of Mr. Thomas
Tavl.n-.
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longest of any of the first settlers. The second justice of the peace was

Mr. Josiah Starr. He held tlie office hut a short period. He died Jan. 4,

1715,* aged fifty-seven. The next to him in office was John Gregory,

son of Judah Gregory, one of the first settlers. James Beebe, Jr., was
successor in office to his father, who died April 22, 1728, aged eighty-

seven. It is noticeable that James Beebe, the father and the son, each

bore the several offices of justice of tlie peace, captain of the militia, and

deacon of the cliurch. The father, having commanded the military com-

pany of the town for many years (said to be thirty), on his resignation

led them to the choice of a successor, which fell upon his son. The fifth

justice of the peace was Thomas Benedict, son of James Benedict, a first

settler. Samuel Gregory, son of John Gregoi-y, the former justice, was

next appointed to that office. The next to him was Comfort Starr,

youngest son of Josiah Starr, Esq. These seven justices of the peace are

all that have been in town prior to those now living.f It is worthy of

remark that in five instauces that office has been sustained by father

and son. The town clerks have been, in succession, .Josiah Starr, Israel

Curtis, Thomas Benedict, Thaddeus Benedict, Major Taylor, and Eli

Mygatt. The Probate district of banbury was established by act of As-

sembly, October, 1744. It then contaitied the towns of Newtown, Kidge-

field. New Fairfield, and Danbury. Redding and Brookfield have since

been added. Before tliat time this town belonged to the district of Fair-

field. The first judge was Thomas Benedict, Esq. He held the office

until his death, in 1775. The present judgej was then appointed.

" Comfort Starr, Esq., who died May 11, 17G3, in the flfty-seventb year

of his age, left to the town a donation of eiglit hundred pounds, lawful

money, for tbe support of a perpetual school in tlie centre of the town

:

to be under the direction of the civil authority and selectmen, the in-

structor to be capable of teaching reading, writing, arithmetic, and the

latin and Greek languages. In the general wreck of paper currency
during the Revolutionary war, the fund depreciated to the sum of four

hundred and eighty-eight pounds twelve shiUings and nine pence, which
now remains. In April this school was converted into a ' school of higher
order,' agreeably to an act of Assembly passed May, 1798. A sketch of

this school from the beginning has been lately written, which was
copied off by several of the pupils, which they are again requested to

preserve as a valuable memoir.
" At an early jieriod in the town, of which the year cannot now he

ascertained, a malignant nervous fever prevailed by which numbers of

the inhaliitants died. Aside from that, there never was any prevalent

epidemic in the town till the year 1775 ; in that year a dysentery raged

with great fury in all parts of the town. Tlie number of deaths in the

town during the year was about one hundred and thirty, of which eighty-

two were within the limits of the first society. Says Mr. Baldwin, in his

Thanksgiving sornion of that year, ' No less than sixty-two have been

swept away from witliin the limits of this society in less than eleven

weeks the summer past, and not far from fifty in other parts of the town.

Much the greater part of this number were small children. A terrible

blow to the rising generation !' A remarkable fact occurred that year.

A military company of about one hundred men was raised in town and
ordered to tlie Northern amiy, on Lake Clianiplain. When they went
it was viewed by their friends as next to a final departure. At the con-

clusion of the campaign they all returned safely, and found that great

numbers of their friends at home had sunk in death. The disorder sub-

sided before their return.

J

" The town was again visited by the .same disorder in the year 1777, but

it was far less malignant and mortal than before. In tlie autumn of the

year 1789 the influenza spread through the country. This town was visited

in common with others ; few persons escaped the disorder, yet in very

few instances Avas it mortal. In the following spring, 1790, the same
disease again spread abroad ; it was less univei-sal and much more severe

than before. Many of the persons died of it in this and most of the

towns through the country. In the years 1793 and 1794 the scarlet

fever spread considerably, but was not mortal but in a few instances.

The smallpox has never been but little in this town, and there are now

* His tombstone.

t Tliose who have been appointed to the office of justice of the peace,

since those above mentioned, are Hon. .Joseph P. Cooke, Daniel Taylor,

Thaddeus Benedict, Samuel Taylor, EU Mygatt, Tlionias Taylor, James
Clark, Elislia Whittlesey, Timothy Taylor, and Thomas Taylor, Jr.

Daniel and Samuel Taylor are since dead, and Thaddeus Benedict is not

now in office ; the remaining seven are.

Hon. Joseph P. Cooke.

J A strong evidence that the disorder was not brought from the army,

as was generally imagined.

I few or no towns in the State where a less population of the inhabitants

have had that disorder than in this."
1

THE REVOLUTION.
" In the latter part of the year 1776 the commissioners of the Ameri-

can army chose this town for a deposit of a quantity of military stores.

Large quantities of flour, meat, and various kinds of military stores

j

were collected and deposited here. In April, 1777, Governor Tryon, of

blazing memory, set out from New York with a detachment of two thou-

i
sand men for the purpose of destroying the Continental stores in this

town. They landed at Compo Point, in the town of Fairfield, and

marched without interruption directly to Danbury. There was in the

j

town a small number of Continental troops, but without arms. They

with the inhabitants generally withdrew from the town as the enemy
approached. The enemy entered the town on Saturday, the 2Gtli of

April, at about three o'clock in the afternoon. They soon began those

cruelties and excesses which characterize an unprincipled and exas-

perated enemy. Several persons were inhumanly murdered. One very

valuable house, with four persons in it, was burnt immediately. The
I utmost inhumanity was committed upon all except the persons and prop-

erty of the Tories. The next morning, before the King of Day had arisen,

the unhappy inhabitants who remained in the town saw the darkness of

night suddenly dispelled by the awful blaze of their dwellings. The

enemy, fearful of their retreat being cut off, rallied early on the morn-

ing of the 27tli, set fire to tlie several stores and buildings, and imme-

diately marched out of town. Nineteen dwelling-houses, the meeting-

house of the New Danbury society, and twenty-two stores and barns,

with all their cout(mts, were consumed. The quantity of Continental

stores which were consumed cannot now be accurately asceitaiiied;

accounts vary considerably. From the best information which can be

obtained, there were about three thousand barrels of pork, more than

one thousand barrels of flour, several hundred barrels of beef, sixteen

hundred tents, two thousand bushels of grain, besides many other valu-

able articles, such as rum, wine, rice, army-carriages, etc.|| The private

losses were estimated, by a committee appointed for the purpose, sixteen

thousand one hundred and eighty-four pounds seventeen shillings and

ten pence.

" Gens. Wooster, Arnold, and Silliman immediately collected such a

party of inhabitants as they were able, and eftectually annoyed the enemy

on their retreat to their shipping. A spirited action was fought at Piidge-

field the same day they left this town, in which Maj.-Gen. Wooster re-

ceived a mortal wound. He was brought to this town, died on the 29th,

and was interred in the common burying-place. Congress resolved that

a monument should be erected to his memory, and made the necessary

grant; the charge was committed to his son, who has never fulfilled it.

His grave still remains, and probably ever will, without a stone to tell

posterity where he lies.

"Notwithstanding the public loss of tliis town, it was still used as a

deposit for Continental stores through the war. A guard for security was

maintained the whole period. A great hospital was also kept in this town

from March, 1777, till the termination of the war, in which great numbers

I

died. In the autumn of 1778 a division of the army, consisting of four

I
brigades, under the coniuiand of Gen. Gates, was quartereil in this town

for a few weeks. Small detachments of the army were here occasionally

afterwards.

"The peuiile of this town were united in one sori 'ty till the year 1754.

At that time a part of the town, with a part of tlic towns of New Milford

and Newtown, was incorporated a society by the name of Newbury. The

society of Bethel, which is wholly in this town, Wiis iucorp-irated by act

of Assembly, October, 1759. In May, 1761, a small part of the town,

with a part of the town of Ridgefleld, was incorporated a society by the

name of Ridgebury."

FIRST PUBLIC LIBRARY.

" A public library was established in this town in the year 1771, which

afterwards consisted of about one hundred volumes. In the conflagra-

tion of the town the books, except a few which were out, were consumed.

It remained in such a mutilated st^ite till March, 1795, when it was

dispersed. In January, 1793, a number of inhabitants formed and signed

a constitution for a library company ; on^ dollar and seventy-five cents

was paid on each share, and laid out for the purchase of books. An an-

;
nual tax, generally of half a dollar upon a share, has been regularly

! applied for the purchase of books, judiciously chosen. The library now
contains two hundred volumes ; should the same care in enlarging and

II
Dr. Ramsey's account of the losses in this town is certainly far short

of tlie truth.
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preserving it continue, it promises to be a respectable and useful collec-

tion. A library was founded at Bethel about the year 1793, which now

contains one hundred volumeB, and is increasing.

" By an act of the General Assembly passed in May, 1784, tliis town was

made a half-shire of the county of Fairfield. From that time to this the

courts have met alternately in Fairfield and Danbury. A court-house

and jail were built in the town, with some assistance from the neighbor-

ing towns, the year following ; the sum of three hundred and (eighteen

pouuds was raised by a tax, the remainder by subscription. In the year

1T91 the tirst jail was consumed l)y fire, after which a second (jno was

built, more valuable and secure. The e.xpense was defrayed by the pro-

duct of a lottery.

" A census of this State was taken in the year 17.56. Wo know of no

earlier enumeration of the inhabitants having been made. At tliat time

the whole number was 130,011 ; the number in Fairfield County was

20,560; the number in this town was 1527. Another census was taken

in January, 1774. The State then contained 197,856 inhabitants; the

county of Fairfield, 30,100; the town of Danbury, 2526. By the census

of 1790 the population of the State was 237,946; the number in Fairfield

County was 30,230; in this town it was 3029. This was after the town

was diminished by the society of Newbury being incorporated a town.

In the census of the year past, returns from the whole State have not

been made
; the county of Fairfield is found to contain 38,100, and the

town of Danbury 3274, inhabitants. The number of towns in the State

in 1756 was 73 ; in 1774 it was 76; in 1790 it was 98 ; in 1800 it was 106.

"A printing-office was established in this town in March, 1790. A
weekly news-print has been regularly published from that time to this,

on demi-paper; it has generally been, as it is at present, i-espectable for

good principles and information. The number of papers issued at first

were but one hundred ; there have been as many as two thousand ; the

usual number has been about one thousand. In .June, 1793, a second

paper was publisiied in town, which contiiuied sevei'al months.
" We now proceed to relate in a concise manner a sketch of the eccle-

.siastical history of the town. The time when a church was first or-

ganized in town cannot be exactly determined ; it was probably at the

ordination of the first minister. Tlie first minister in this town was the

Rev. Mr. Shove, a very pious and worthy man, wlio was very successful

in his exertions for the promotion of peace, virtue, and true religion;

so that the general peace and union in his time are proverbial at this

day. He was ordained in the year 1696, and died Oct. 3, 1735, aged sixty-

eight.* The town was destitute of a settled minister but a short time.

In a few months the church and people, in great harmony, invited Mr.

Ebeuezer White to settle with them in the ministry. He was accord-

ingly ordained March 10, 17:i6.t Universal harmony prevailed between

the people and their minister for more than twenty-five years. The
people of the town wei e considered by all the neighboi ing towns as emi-

nent for morality and religion, for regularity of conduct, and for constant

attendance on the institutions of Christianity, though it is to be la-

mented that there has never been any special revival of religion in this

town from the first settlement. In the great awakening which spread

tlirough the land in the years 1740 and 1741, which was probably the

most signal effusion of divine grace this country has ever experienced,

this town was mostly passed over. In the great revival of l eligion in

two years past, in tlie northern part of this State aud many other places,

wbicii is doubtless the greatest display of divine gi'ace, excejiting the

one before mentioned, which has taken place in this country the past

century, this and the neighboring towns seem to have possessed no share.

These considerations call for serious consideration and humility.

'•It is supposed, on good grounds, that the first meeting-liouse was
built prior to ]Mr. Shove's ordination; its dimensions were about forty

feet in length and thirty feet in breadth. It is remarkable tliat after the

frame was raised every pei-son that belonged to the town was present and

sat on the sills at once. The second meeting-house was built about the

year 1719 ; its dimensions were fifty feet in length anil thirty-five feet in

breadth. In 1745 an addition of ttl'teeu feet was made to the whole front

of the house. About the year 1762 religious controvei-sy began in this

town, and was carried to a great extent for nnmy years. It is presumed

that in no town in this State luui there been more religious conteution

than in this. It is hoped that tlie rtanie is now mostly buried, never to

break forth again.

"At the time above mentioned, l\Ir. White having altered his senti-

ments and preaching in several particulars, sonu' uneasiness arose among
his peiiple. The eftorts of several ecclesiastic al omiu ils to heal the di-

visiiiu proving inefl'ectual, it finally issued the dismission of I\Ir. White

* His tombstone.

t Tlie records of the Eiistern Consociation of Fairfield Cuuuty.

from his iiastoral cliarge, March, 1764. J A major jjart of the memberx of

Mr. White's church joined with him in rlenying the juriifli<:tion of ec<;le-

siiuitical councils and renouncing the form of cliurch government e))tal>-

lished by the churches in this State. The remaining }mrX, who signifled

their adherence to the ecdesiantical government, were '!)!tahlishe<l and

acknowledged by the two Consociations of Fairfield County, «jnvcne<l in

council, as the First Chun b in Danbury. Soon after this Mr. White

and his adherents separated lioni the church and society and formed a

separate church; they wei'e generally denominated 'Mr. Wbit^j's a/I-

herents.' In October, 1770, a number of the inhabitants of the t/mn in-

dividually named in the act, principally those who composed this w.-iia-

rate church, were incorporated a society by the name of 'New Danbury.'

Prior t« this they built a good meeting-house, its dimensions alxiut fifty

feet by forty, in the year 1708, which was consumed in the general con-

flagration of the town. In the same year Mr. Eheiiczer Itussell White

was ordained a colleague with his father over that church.

'• In the year 1764, Mr. Robert Sandeman, a native of Perth, in Scot-

land, a man of learning, of great genius and art, and, acfyjrding to his

views of divine truth, a man of strict piety, who had had some corre-

spondence with Mr. White aud some other miuiKtors in this (»untry,

came from Scotland and landed at Boston. He came to this town near

the close of the year 1764. After tarrying several weeks he returned to

Boston, where he soon organized a church. He came again to this town

and gathered a church, July, 1705 ; be ilied and was buried in this town,

April 2, 1771, aged fifty-three^ The principal doctrines which he taught

were similar to those of Calvin and Athanasius, which have heen re-

ceived in all ages of the Christian Church. His distinguishing tenet*

were that faith is a mere intellectual belief ; his favorite expression was,

'A bare belief of the truth,'
—'That the bare work of Jesus Christ, with-

out a deed or thought on the part of man, is sufficient to present the

chief of sinners spotleFS before God.'|| He maintained that his Church

was the only true Church then arisen from the ruins of Antichrist, his

reign being near to a close.fl The use of means for mankind in a

natural state he pretty much exploded. In the year 1772 the Sande-

manian Church in this town moved to New Haven. In July, 1774, sev-

eral persons who had been membors of that church, together with a

number that belonged to the society of New Danbury, united and formed

a Sandemauian Church. That continued and increased for many yeai-s,

till March, 1798, when tliey divided into two churches, which still con-

tinue. There are also a few individuals at Bethel who compose a third

church
;
they all adhere essentially to the doctrines and practices which

were established by their founder.**

"The society of New Danbury continued regularly, though constantly

diminishing, till .Tuly, 1774, when the Rev. Ebeuezer Russell White, with

a numlier of the society, united witli the Sandemauians. Public worehip

was maintained irregularly afterwards for two or three years, till the

society finally expired.

"After the dismission of the Rev. Mr. White, the First Church and

Society were destitute of a stated minister till Feb. 13, 1765, when Mr.

Noadiah Warner was ordained their pastor. The Rev. Mr. Warner was

regularly dismissed from his pastoral charge Feb. 23, 1708.+t The people

renuiined destitute about two years and a half. The Rev. Ebenezer

Balilwin was ordained Sept. 19, mo.H He oflSciated with great reputa-

tion (0 the ministry till a sudden death terminated his labors, Oct. 1,

1776, aged thirty-one years,^? a man of great talents aud learning, a con-

stant student, grave in his mannci's, a constant and able supinirter of

the sound doctrines of the gospel. He left a legacy of about three hun-

dred pounds to the society, which is carefully appropriated lo the snjiport

of the gospel. From that time there was no settled minister in the

society till the Rev. 'Timothy Ijangdon, who was ordained Aug. 31, 1786.

The Rev. Ebenezer White died Sept. 11, 1779, aged .seventy. The deacons

of this church have been in the following order : Samuel Benedict. James

Beebe, .lohn Gregory, Richard Barnum. Joseph Gregory, James Beebe,

lames Benedict, .lohn Benedict, Nathaniel Gregory, Joseph Peck, Daniel

Benedict, Thomas Benedict, Joshua Knapp, succeeded by those now ill

office. The present meeting-house, which is sixty feet in length and

I Records of tlie Consociation.

! S His tombstone,
||
Idem.

^ .Vccording to bis calculations, the milleuuium was to have begun

!
some years ago.

** This church is now extinct.

ft Records of the Consociation.

XI His tombstone. Idem.

III!
Idi'tii. This gives no trait of his ministerial character.

Hon. Joseph P. Cooke aud Samuel Wildman.
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forty-five in breadth, with a steeple one hundred and thirty feet in height,

was raised October, J785; it was inclosed the summer following.

"The society of Bethel built their meeting-house in the year 17C0.

The Rev. Noah Wetmore, their fii'st minister, was ordained November

25th of the same year: at the same time a church was organized by the

Ordaining Council. Mr. Wetmore was regularly dismissed from his pas-

toral charge Nov. 2, 17S4.* His successor, the Rev. John Ely, was or-

dained Nov. 30, 1791. In the society of Newljury the Rev. Thomas

Brooks, their first minister, was ordained Sept. 28, 1758; a church was

gathered at the same time.t In May, 1788, the society of Newbury was

incorporated a town by the name of Brookfield. Mrs, Abigail Knapp.

now living, aged seventy-five, widow of the late Deacon .Toshua Knapp.

was the first English child born within the limits of Brookfield. The

Rev. Samuel Camp, the first and present minister of Ridgebury, was

ordained Jan. 18, 17139. The cluirch in that society was organized on

the day of the ordination.

" There were a few professors in this town of the mode of the Church

of England as early as the year 1750. They built a meeting-house

whose dimensions are forty-eight feet by thirty-six, in the year 1763.

In September, 1784, they were constituted a regular Episcopalian society.

Sixty-six persons, the most of whom belonged to this town, were then

considered as belonging to the society. The society liave had occasional

preaching, but no minister has been settled over them.
" There were a number of professors of the denomination of Baptists,

about the year 1783. A Baptist Churcli was constituted in the north-

west part of the town, November, 1785. The year following tliey built a

meeting-bouse, which is now standing. Mr. Nathaniel Finch was their

minister for several years ; their present minister, Mr. Nathan Bulkley,

was ordained tlie 8th of last May. A second Baptist Church was consti-

tuted in the western part of the town in the year 1788 ; the members who
survive are now mostly connected with other ch\irches.

" I shall now close with a few general remarks. The present number

of schools in town is seventeen,—twelve in the first society and tive in

Bethel. Much more attention is now paid in the education of youth

thau formerly, thougli it is conceived there might be still more to great

profit.

" For many years there was but one military ctmipany in town ; at

l)resent there are three of infantry, one of cavalry, and one of artillery,

which for accuracy in evolutions, military spirit, and appearance may
vie with any military companies whatever.

" There have been but few remarkable instances of longevity in this

town, though it was formerly renuirked there was a great many old peo-
' pie: that is not the case at present. Mr. William Hamilton, born in

Scotland, who lived many yeai-s in this town, died in the year 1749, aged

one hundred and two; Mr. John Cornwall died in the year 1753, aged

one hundred and one ; those two are the only persons known to have

lived in town over one hundred years of age. Mr. David Hoyt, who lived

longer than any person ever born and living in town, died in April last,

aged ninety-seven. The family of Mr. Thom.is Taylor, one of the first

settlers, as a family, was remarkable for longe^ity. He had ten children

;

the whole amount of his age and theirs is nine hundred and forty-seven

years, the average of which is eighty-six years ; but three of them saw

less than ninety years.

" The increase of tliis town in a number of years past^ias not been

great, owing to very great emigration ; which has been the case with this

in connnon witli all the towns in the State.

" The general occupation of the people in this town has been farming

;

within a few years considerable manufactories have been established.

In the manufacture of hats this town much exceeds any one in the

United States. More than twenty thousand hats, mostly of fur, are made

annually for exportation. The manufacture of shoes is also carried on

to a considerable extent. At a low computation, fifteen thousand pair

of boots and shoes are annually exported from this town. A paper-mill

was erected in tlie town in the year 1792, in which about fifteen hundred

reams of paper are manufactured annually. A considerable number of

saddles are also made yearly for exportation %

" The people in this town have generally been very free from litiga-

tion ; within a few years it has considerably increased, though it is not

yet great. A spirit of litigation is one of the greatest evils wliich can

befall any community.

"In our Revolutionary war the people in this town generally warmly

espoused the American cause. Notwithstanding all that is said by the

enemies of our government to show that its supporters were enemies to

* Records of the Consociation. t Mem.

J A mill has been lately erected for tlie manufacture of sumach, for

dyeing, on a new plan, secured by patent.

the Revolution, the people in this town, though they were great sufferers

in the war, are almost unanimously firm friends of the present govern-

i

ment of the United States.

" Tire list of the town is not to be obtained but for a few years past.

In the year 1788—the first year after Brookfield was made a town—it

j

was upwards of sixty-six thousand ; in the year 1799 it exceeded eighty-

' one thousand.

" We have thus given a sketch of the history of this town from its first

settlement to the present time. It is not pretended that some important

facts have not been omitted, but, from the materials which can be ob-

tained, this is the best tliat I have been able to collect. In the review

of these things we witness the fading nature of all earthly scenes. How
applicable are the words of inspiration, 'Tour fathers, where are they?

and the prophets, do they live forever?' While it is our lotto be placed

on the stage of human action, let it be our constant solicitude to seek an

interest in that kingdom ' whose Builder and Maker is God,'—to act our

parts worthily in the vicissitudes of human life, that, through grace, we

may be approved when called upon to pass in review before the intel-

lect\ial world ; that when the chief Shepherd shall appear we may appear

with Him in glory

DANBURY IN 1770.

Danbury had no trouble with the Indians. There

are no traditions of burnings and scalpings. Dr.

I Peters says tliat in 1770 there were not four hundred

Indians in all Connecticut. Here is his brief glance

at Danbury

:

" It has much the appearance of Croydon, and

forms five parishes, one of which is Episcopal, and

another Sandemanian ; a third is called Bastard San-

denianian because the minister refused to put away

his wife, who is a second wife. The town was the

residence, and is now the tomb, of the learned and

ingenious Rev. Mr. Sandeman, well known to the

literary world. He was the fairest and most candid

Calvinist that ever wrote in the English language,

!

allowing the natural consequences of all his prop-

ositions. He taught that a bishop must be the

husband of one wife,—that is, he must be married

before he was ordained,—and if he lost his wife he

could not marry a second ; that a bishop might dress

with ruffles, a red coat, and sword ; that all converted

brothers and sisters, at their coming into the church,

ought to salute with a holy kiss ; that all true Chris-

tians would obey their earthly king; for which te-

nets, especially the last, the Sobei- Dissenters of Con-

necticut held him to be a heretic."

g Mr. Robhins was born in Norfolk, Conn., in 1777, was educated at

Yale, and graduated, in 1790, with Trof Silliman. In 1845 we find him

in Hartford in charge of the Athena;um, in which city he died in 1808.

He was a bachelor.

" We are glad to learn," says the News, " that this was from necessity,

and not from choice. Wliile here he became smitten with the charms

of an amiable and accomplished young lady. She did not reciprocate his

I

feeling, however, and refused to become his wife. He never fell in love

again, but made antiquarian lore his life-companion and solace. Tlie

young lady afterwards married, and was the mother of Mr. Lucius H.

Bougliton.

" Contemporary with Mr. Robbins were Selleck Osborne and Comfort

Mygatt. The former conducted the village paper, and the latter repre-

sented the town in the Legislature. During Mr. Robbins' stay one of

the village poets bloomed forth in a string of verses calculated to harrow

up the feelings. One of these verses could hardly be considered compli-

mentary. It ran

:

"
' Danbury is a thriving town.

And nobody can prevent them

:

An unfiedged Robbin preaches there,

Anil a Maggot represents them.' "
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INHABITANTS IN 179n.

The following is a list of the taxaljlc iiihii])itiiiits of

Danbury in 1798

:

DANBURY LIST, 1793.

Andrews, Samuel; Andrews, Isaiah; Andrews, Levi; !

Ambler, 'Squire
;
Atkins, Andrew

;
Ambler, Peter

;

Ambler, Stephen
;
Abot, Silas.

Bates, Nathan
;

Barton, John
;

Babcock, Nathan

;

Barnum, Samuel
;

Barnum, Abijah
;

Barnum,

Noah; Barnum, Nathaniel; Barnum, Jr., Abijah;

Barnum, John
;
Barnum, Oliver

;
Bears, Daniel

;

Benedict, Jr., Jos.
;

Benedict, Cyrus
;

Benedict,

Jr., Ebenezer
;

Benedict, Noble
;

Benedict, Com-
fort

;
Benedict, Elijah

;
Benedict, Caleb

;
Benedict,

Abijah
;

Benedict, Timothy
;

Benedict, Zadock

;

Benedict, Jr., Eliakim
;

Benedict, Jr., Thomas

;

Benedict, Thomas
;

Benedict, Phoebe
;

Benedict,

Jr., Asael
;
Benedict, Elihu

;
Benedict, Jr., Sam-

uel
;
Benedict, Joshua

;
Benedict, Jr., Caleb ; Ben-

edict, Jr., Abraham; Benedict, Dorias; Benedict,

Nathan
;

Benedict, Daniel
;

Benedict, Lemuel

;

Benedict, Abigail
;

Benedict, Theophilus ; Bene-

dict, Thos. H.
;

Benedict, Jonas
;

Benedict, Ebe-

nezer (3d)
;
Benedict, Stephen B.

;
Benedict, Thad-

deus
;
Benedict, Ezra

;
Benedict, Eleazor

;
Briden,

John
;
Beach, L.

;
Bedient, Eliazur

;
Beaty, James

;

Beaty, Daniel
;
Boughton, Asa

;
Boughton, Mrs.

Susan
;
Boughton, Ebenezer

;
Boughton, Abijah

;

Boughton, Joseph; Boughton, Matthew
;
Boughton,

David; Boughton, Daniel; Boughton, Mrs. Deb-

orah
;

Besare, Newcomb
;

Burrit, Philip
;

Burr,

Oliver ; Burr & Co.
;
Baldwin, Samuel

;
Baldwin,

Caleb
;
Brush, Stephen

;
Bronson, Ezra

;
Bronson,

Levi; Bronson, Ira; Barber, Benj.
;
Barber, Sim-

eon
;
Brodrock, John

;
Beebe, Jonathan.

Cembers, Wm.
;

Cembers, John; Curtis, Eeuben

;

Curtis, Stephen; Curtis, Eliphalet; Cook, Thos.;

Cook, Jos. T.,
;
Cook, Jr., Jos. T.

;
Cook, Samuel;

Crofut, Seth
;
Crofut, Benj.

;
Crofut, Levi

;
Crofut,

Matthew
;
Crofut, Joseph

;
Coburn, Gilmore, Crany,

James
;
Corbin, Philip

;
Clark, James

;
Clark, Sr.,

Adam
;
Clark, Joseph

;
Cummins, Asa

;
Chappal,

Wm.
;
Comstock, Stephen

;
Comstock, Seth ;

Corn-

stock, Daniel
;
Carrington, Daniel

;
Carrington &

Mygatt
;
Custer, Peter

;
Church, Jared N. ; Corn-

well, Nathan
; Cornwell, Hannah

;
Coller, Levi

;

Cozier, Benj.
;
Chapman, Joshua.

Dobbs, Wm.; Durly, Benj.; Dibble, Ezra; Dibble,

Nehemiah; Dibble, Daniel; Dibble, Joseph;
,

Dibble, Nathan; Dibble, Peter; Dibble, Elisha

;

Dixon, Chas.
;

Dodd, John
;

Douglass, Nathan

;

Deforest, Elihu; Deforest, Joseph; Diteraan,

Thos.
;

Diteman, Thaddeus
;

Diteman, Daniel

;

Dean, John.

Eames, Everit
;
Ely, Edwards.

Frost, Ezra; Finch, Peter; Finch, Jacob; Foot,

John; Foot, David; Ferry, Solomon; Foster,

Jesse
;
Foster, Timothy.

Gorham, Benj.; (Jregory, Munson; Gregory, Deb-

orah; Gregory, John; Gregory, Isaac; Gregory,

Thos.; Gregory, Nath.
;
(iregory, Matthew; Greg-

ory, Samuel
;

Gregory, Jr., Nathan
;

Gregory,

Nathan; firegory, John; Gregory, Ezra; Greg-

ory, Ebenezer; Gh)ver, C.
;

(iro.c.i), J)ouglasH;

Griffin, Catharine
;
Gray, Elias.

Hamilton, Silas; Hamilton, Paul; Jlauiilton, Jo-

seph; Hamilton, John; Hoyt, Eli; Hoyt, Comfort

;

Hoyt, Amos; Hoyt, Daniel; Hoyt, Jr., Comfort;

Hoyt, Ared
;
Hoyt, Jonathan

;
Hoyt, Ercas

;
Hoyt,

Stephen
;
Hoyt, Elijah

;
Hoyt, Agur

;
Hoyt, David

;

Hoyt, Jr., Daniel
;
Hoyt, Thaddeus

;
Hoyt, Noah

;

Hoyt, Jesse
;

Hoyt, Daniel D.
;

Hoyt, Drake

;

Hoyt, Jr., Noah
;
Hoyt, Justice

;
Hoyt, Eleazar

;

Hoyt, John; Hoyt, Daniel (3d); Hoyt, Nathan;

Hubbell, Ezra; Hubbell, Noah; Husted, Andrew
;

Hayes, Wm. ; Hickok, Samuel
;
Hawley, C. ; Haw-

ley, John; Hodges, Ezra; Howington, Peter.

Jones, Isaac; Joye, Jr., John; Joye, John; Joye,

Daniel
;
Judd, Jacob

;
Judd, Jr., Thos.

;
Judd, Ab-

ner
;
Jarvis, Stephen

;
Jarvis, Eli

;
Jennings, Samuel.

Knai:)p, David
;
Knapp, John

;
Knapp, Jr., John

;

Knapp, Elnathan
;
Knapp, Daniel

;
Knapp, Noah

;

Knapp, Jr., Noah; Knapp, Benj.
;
Knapp, James;

Knapp, Jr., James; Knapji, Joshua; Knapp,
Bracy

;
Kellogg, Eliasaph.

Loveless, Richard
;

Lawrence, Oliver
;

Lindsley,

Matthew
;
Lindsley, Samuel

;
Lindsley, James.

McLean, John
;
McLean, Alex.

;
Mygatt, Eli

;
My-

gatt, Filer
;
Mygatt, Comfort

;
Mills, John

;
Morris,

Shadrach; Morris, Ethel and Chancey; Morris,

Ephraim
;
Morehouse, Thaddeus

;
Mansfield, Glo-

ver
;
Munson, Ebenezer

;
Murow, L.

Nichols, Samuel
;

Nichols, Jr., Samuel
;

Nichols,

Ebenezer
;
Norris, Stephen.

Osborn, Moses
;

Osborn, Daniel
;

Osborn, David

;

Osborn, Levi
;
Osborn, Joseph

;
Olmstead, Daniel

;

Olmstead, Joseph.

Peck, Abijah
;

Peck, Levi
;

Peck, Luther
;

Peck,

Elakin and Mijah; Peck, Stephen; Picket, Ebene-

zer
;

Picket, Jr., Ebenezer
;

Picket, Seymour

;

Picket, Darius
;

Picket, James
;

Pratt, John

;

Phillip, Abial; Phillip, Samuel H.
;

Pell, S.

;

Patch, Q. ;
Patch, Thomson

;
Patch, Ezra

;
Patch,

Elijah; Perry, Major; Peirce, David; Peirce,

Joshua
;
Piatt, Jos.

;
Porter, Jr., John.

Rockwell, Josiah; Rockwell, Jabez
;
Rockwell, Levi;

Robinson, Z.
;

Robinson, Calvin
;

Ryder, John

;

Roberts, Wm.
Starr, Caleb

;
Starr, Joshua

;
Starr, Nathan

;
Starr,

Ezra
;
Starr, Widow Richard

;
Starr, Nath.

;
Starr,

Peter; Starr, Thos. (3d); Starr, Jr., Thos.; Starr,

Widow Rebecca
;
Starr, Jr., Jonathan

;
Starr, Ethel

;

Starr, Jabez; Shove, Jr., Seth; Shove, Daniel;

Shove, Jr., Daniel; Shove, Seth
;
Stalkes, Widow

Annie
;

Sturges, Joseph
;

Sturgos, Simon ; Sa-

bins, Jeptha
;
Smith, Samuel

;
Sut, James

; Shiite,

Richard
;
Shute, John W.

;
Selleck, Nath'l ; Sel-
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leek, Lewis ; St. John, Gamaliel
;
Scovil, Stephen

;

Scovil, Eneas
;

Sanford, Elijah
;

Scott, Joseph

;

Stevens, Thos.
;
Stevens, Eliphalet

;
Stevens, James

;

Stevens, Jonathan
;
Stevens, Widow Esther ; Stev-

ens, Nathan
;

Stevens, Ezra
;

Stevens, Samuel

;

Stevens, Forward
;
Stevens, Elijah

;
Stone, Levi

;

Stone, Oliver; Stone, Aaron; Stone, Widow
Annie

;
Stuart, James

;
Stuart, Miss Eleanor

;

Stuart, Jacob N.

Tucker, Thos.
;
Taylor, Timothy

;
Taylor & Cooke

;

Taylor, Gilead; Taylor, Ira; Taylor, Major; Taylor,

Widow Hannah
;
Taylor, John

;
Taylor, Theoph-

ilus
;
Taylor, Salmon

;
Taylorj Jonathan

;
Taylor,

Najah
;
Taylor, Lemuel

;
Taylor, Eliazor

;
Tweedy,

Samuel
;
Tweedy, Wm.

;
Trobridge, Isaac ; Tro-

bridge, John
;
Trobridge, Joseph.

Vandusen, John
;
Vaughn, Wm.

Whittlesey, M. B.; Whittlesey, Elisha; Wood,
Elijah; Wood, Benj.; Wood, David; Wood,
Daniel

;
Wood, Jr., Daniel

;
Wood, John

;
Wood,

Jr., John
;

Wood, Nathan
;

White, Jos. M.

;

White, Widow Mary
;

White, Ebenezer B.

;

White, Thos. P.
;
White, Ebenezer J.

;
White,

Russel; Wildman, Timothy; Wildman, Jr., Thos.;

Wildman, Libbeus; Wildman, David; Wildman,
Ezekiel

;
Wildman, Jr., Isaac

;
Wildman, Elia-

kim
;
Wildman, Jr., Samuel; Wildman, Abraham;

Wildman, Daniel
;

Wildman, Noah
;
Wildman,

Nirum
;
Wildman, Jr., Timothy

;
Wildman, Eli

;

Wildman, Isaac
;
Wildman, Nathan

;
Wildman,

Jonathan
;
AVildman, Samuel

;
Wildman, Joseph

;

Wildman, Thomas
;
Washburn, Ephraim ; Wash-

burn, Edmond; Wilks, Matthew; Wilks, Jr.,

Matthew; Wicks, Benj.; Wildman, Benj.; Wild-

man, Jr., Abraham
;
Wildman, Jedediah ; Whit-

ney, Natlian
;

Wylley, Abraham
;
Whiting, F.

;

Whittock, Samuel
;
Weed, Timothy

;
Weed, Sam-

uel
;
Weed, David

;
Weed, Bartholomew

;
Weed,

Eleazor
;
Weed, Ephraim

;
Weed, Asa

;
Webster,

Jonathan.

The whole list amounted to £16,863, 12s. 5ld.

CHAPTER XVII.
DANBUKY (Continued).

THE WAR OF THE REVOLUTION.*

The Burning of Danlniry—Sir William Howe's Official Report—Killed,

Wounded, and Missing—The Connecticut JoiirnaVs Account—The Ap-

proach to Danbury—Tryon's Headquarters—Amusing Incident—The
Prisoners—Destruction of Bum—Demoralization of Tryon's Troops

—

The Anxious Generals—Benjamin Knapp's distinguislied Guests—The
Retreat—The Battle—Gen. Wooster Mortally Wounded—His Death in

Danbury—List of Suft'erei-s—Total Loss—Petition for Relief—Boll of

ReTolutionary Soldiers.

"When this section of country," says the News,
" was called Pahquioque, or Pahquaige, it presented a

* The following history of Danbury in the Revolution is reproduced,

by permission, from the columns of the Danbimj News through the cour-

tesy of J. M. Bailey, Esq., " The Danbury News Man."

somewhat different appearance from what it does now.

We can easily understand that. But the imagination

1
must be an active one, enjoying very excellent health,

to picture our neighborhood as it was in 1684, when,

according to Mr. Bobbins, the first settlement was
made.

" It is reasonable to suppose that the original eight

families came to Danbury by what was since the turn-

pike between here and Norwalk. It is the most direct

and presents less obstacles in the matter of high ground

than any other way. So long ago as that there could

not have been more than a trail, if as much, to direct

and aid them. What must have been their thoughts

as they forced their way we cannot know. Judging

the aspect of nature to be then considerably more for-

i
bidding than it is now, we must admire the courage of

I

the original eight, even if we cannot respect their

judgment.
" Presuming there was a trail, its location through

here must have been the present Main Street, and

would naturally present to the new-comers a place of

residence principally because it defined something.

"According to Mr. Robbins' account they located

close together, four on one side and four on the oppo-

site side. Their object was to start a village. This

with a view to sociability and protection, would de-

mand concentration. The lands on whose cultivation

they dei^ended they sought here and there as the rich-

ness of the soil made necessary, and these locations

varied so much that to reside upon the tracts would

have so scattered the settlers as to have made the

nucleus of a village ' a barren ideality,' and to have

I

put social intercourse and mutual protection beyond

the i^ale of possibility. It is likely enough that the

eight families' homesteads did not cover more than

the ground between South Street and the court-house.

" The land was got from the Indians, and some of it

remains in the possession of the families to this day,

never having been sold or bought since the day the

Indians, beguiled by the glitter of new jackknives,,

swapped it for the bright treasures.

" Mr. Eli T. Hoyt owns a piece in Great Plain Dis-

trict, known as ' Unity Rocks,' which came from the

Indians. Mr. Philo White, in the same district, occu-

pies ground that his grandfather, the Rev. Ebenezer,

mentioned in the sermon, got from the Indians. Th&
homestead of Mr. Russell Hoyt came into his family

from the same source.

"In May, 1684, the General Court empowered
Thomas Benedict, Thomas Fitch, and John Burr to .

plant a town at this point. What Messrs. Fitch and

Burr did in the matter we do not know. Mr. Bene-

dict's two sons, Samuel and James, were of the ' origi-

nal eight.' The Mr. Beebe of the same party was a

brother-in-law. The Dr. Wood was also a brother-

in-law. Mr. L. Starr Benedict and Mr. Charles Bene-

dict are direct descendants of James Benedict. Per-

haps the Danbury inan of to-day who holds the most

immediate connection with the first families is Mr.
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Eli T. Hoyt, who is the great grandson of John Hoyt,

of the ' original eight.' Mr. Hoyt has the rare distinc-

tion of having lived under the administration of every

President, and of having voted for sixteen of them.
" By a careful wrench of the imagination we can

see Danbury something as it existed then. We know
from the quality of the land that the eminences were

ftiU of fir-trees. AVe deduce, also, from the lay of the

land, that along the streams alders grew in profusion,

and that in that portion east of Main Street and west

of the Town Hill ridge there was a rather considera-

ble swamp.
" We are pretty confident that the swamj) must have

been a prominent feature in the topography from the

fact that the first settlers set their heart upon calling

their town Swampfield, and were only deterred there-

from by the arbitrary action of the General Court,

which substituted the name Danbury."

THE BURNING OF DANBURY.

" The American view of the night of terror which

has gone down in history as the burning of Danbury
has been already given in Mr. Robbius' sermon, on a

previous page. The following is the English version

of the affair, being Sir William Howe's official report:

"
' The troops landed on tlie afternoon of tlie 25th of April (Friday),

four miles to the eastward of Norwalk and twenty miles from Danbury.

In the afternoon of the 2Gth the detachment reached Danbury, meeting

only small parties of the enemy on their march, but Gen. Tryon having

intelligence that the wliole force of the country was collecting to take

every advantage of the strong ground lie was to pass on his return to

the shipping, and finding it impossible to procure carriages to bring off

any part of the stores, they were effectually destroyed ; in the execution

of which the village ivas unavoidahhj burnt.

"' On the 27th, in the morning, the troops gutted Danbury, and met

with little opposition until they came near to Kidgefield, which was occu-

pied by Gen. Arnold, who had thrown up intrencliments to dispute the

passage, while Gen. Wooster hung upon the rear witli a separate corps.

The village was forced and the enemy driven back on all sides.

" ' Gen. Tryon lay that night at Eidgefleld, and renewed his march on

the morning of the 28th. The enemy, having been reinforced with

troops and cannon, disputed every advantageous situation, keeping at

the same time small parties to harass the rear, until the general had

formed his detachment upon a height within cannon-shot of tlie shipping,

when, the enemy advancing seemingly with an intention to attack him,

he ordered the troops to charge with their bayonets, which wiis executed

with such impetuosity that the rebels were totally put to flight, and the

detachment embarked without further molestation :

"
' Tlie inclosed returns setfortli the loss sustained by the king's troops,

and that of the enemy from the best information

:

" ' Eeturn of the stores, ordnance, j)roinsions, etc., found at the rebeW stores
,

and destroyed by the king's troops in Danbury.—A quantity of ordnance

stores, with iron, etc. ; 4001) barrels of beef and pork ; 1000 barrels of

flour ; 100 large tierces of bisket ; 81) barrels of rice ; 120 punclieons of

rum ; several large stores of wheat, oats, and Indian corn, in bulk ; the

quantity thereof could not possibly be ascertained ; 30 pipes of wine ; 100

hogsheads of sugar ; 50 ditto of molasses ; 20 casks of coffee ; 15 largo

casks filled with medicines of all kinds; 10 barrels of saltpetre; 1020

tents and marquees ; a number of iron boilei's ; a largo quantity of hos-

pital-bedding
;

engineers', pioneers', and carpentera' tools; a printing-

press complete
;

tar, tallow, etc. ; 5000 pairs of shoes and stocking ; at a

mill between Kidgebury and Ridgefield, 100 barrels of flour, and a quan-

tity of Indian corn.

" ' Returned of the killed, wounded, and mussing.—One drummer and fifer

and twenty-three rank and file, killed ; three field-officers, si.x captains,

throe subalterns, nine sergeants, ninety-two rank and file, wounded ; one

drummer and fifer and twenty-seven rank and file, missing. IloyiU artil-

lery, two additional killed, three matrosses and one wheeler wounded,

and one niatross missing.

"
' Ilelum of the rebels hilled and wounded.—Killeii ; Gen. Wooxt^sr, f>»l.

GooliI, (,'ol. Lamb, of tho artillery. Col. Jlcniiian, Dr. Atwatcr, a iiiaii'of

conBidcrabhi influence, Caiit. Cooe, I/ieut. •Thoinpicjn, one liundr'^d pri-

vates. Woimiled : Col. Wliiting, Opt. lieiijaniin, IJeut. Cooe, two hun-

I

dred and fifty privates. Taken: fifty jinvaten, including wveral cum-
niittee-nien.'

I

" The Connecticut Journal of that time, after speak-

ing of the landing of the British and their march to

Danbury, in which there are no particulars other

than those given in the preceding accounts, says,—

"
' Early the next morning (Saturday) lirig.-Gen. Silliman, witli al<out

' five hundred militia, imrsued the encmj'; at Reading he wa« joined by
Maj.-Gen. Wooster and Bilg.-Gen. Arnold. The heavy rain all the after-

noon retarded tlie march of our troojis so much that they did not reach

Bethel (a village two miles from Danbury) until eleven o'c lock at night,

much fatigued and their arms rendereil useless by being wet. It wag
thouglit prudent to refresh the men and attack the enemy on their

return. Early tlie next morning (which proved rainy; the wliole were
in motifui : two hundred men remained with Gen. Woost^ir, and about
four hundred were detached under Gen. Arnold and Gen. .Silliman, on
the road leading to Norwalk. At nine a.m. intelligence was received

1 that the enemy had taken the road leading to Norwalk, of which Gen.
Wooster was informed, and pursued them, witli whom he came up about

j

eleven o'clock, wlien a smart skirmish ensued, in which Gen. Wooster

;

who behaved with great intrepidity, unfortunately received a wound by
a musket-ball througli the groin, which it is feared will prove mortal.

Gen. Arnold, by a forceil m.arch across the country, rciched Ridgefield

at eleven o'clock, and, having posted his small party (being joined by
about one hundred men) of five hundred men, waited the approach of
the enemy, who were soon discovered advancing in a column with three
field-jiieces in front and three in the rear, and large flank-guards of near
two hundred men in each. At noon they began discharging their artil-

lery, and were soon within musket-shot. When a smart action ensued
between the whole, and which continued for about an hour, in which
our men behaved with great spirit, but, being overpowered by numbers,
were obliged to give way.

. . .
"' Our loss cannot be exactly ascertained, no returns being made.

It is judged to be about sixty killed and wounded.
" ' The enemy's loss is judged to be more tlian double our number, and

about twenty prisoners. The enemy on this occasion behaved with their

usual barbarity, wantonly and cruelly murdeiing the wounded prisoners

who fell into their hands, and plundering the inhabitants, burning
and destroying everything in tlieir way.'

"According to the above account from the Connec-
ticut State Journal, the American troops approached
Danbury in a storm of rain. The British must have

j

been more fortunate in their progress, judging from
the following incident: Mrs. Stephen Ambler, who
died at a ripe old age some years ago, was a girl of
sixteen at that time. Her father, whose name was
Munson, occupied a house which stood where Mr. E.
A. Houseman's place now is, on Deer Hill Avenue.
Many of our readers will remember the house. Miss
Munson and her mother were engaged quiltino; on
that Saturday when the news of the apjiroach of the
British was brought here. She went to an upper win-
dow, which commanded a view clear through Bethel,
and she saw the moving mass of men, distinsuishiufr

their presence by the reflection of the sun on their

burnished arms and accoutrements. The spectacle

made so vivid an impression upon the mind of the
young girl that she never forgot the sensation she
then experienced.*

* Miss Munson subsequently married Stephen Ambler (who, with his
six brothers, served in the war), and became the grandmother of Oliver
P. Clark.
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" The British reached the village shortly after two

o'clock, so it was about one o'clock when Miss Mun-
son saw them. The column had had an uninter-

rupted march from the water. This is not surprising.

Tlie country was full of Tories,—men who were in

sympathy with the king's cause and who knew every

foot of the country. Through these Tryon knew the

condition of defense and offense of the people, and
by them was guided along the safest and most direct

route. With such knowledge and help, and with

troops in fine condition, the march to Danbury was

but an excursion.

" Some four miles below here is an eminence called

Hoyt's Hill. It is not on the turnpike, but is located

by the road to Lonetown, southeast of the pike. It

was along this road the British approached Bethel.

The hill is on the border of Redding and Bethel, and

is not eight miles distant from here, as Barbour in his

chronicles states.

" An incident occurred here that has been confused

by two or three versions. Hollister, in his 'History of

Connecticut,' says that Tryon was confronted on

Hoyt's Hill by a presumably insane horseman, who
appeared on the crest waving a sword and conducting

himself very much as if he was in command of a con-

siderable army in the act of climbing the opposite

side of the hill. The British commander halted his

force and sent out skirmishers to reconnoitre, when it

was discovered that the stranger was alone, and, in-

stead of leading on an enthusiastic army to almost

certain victory, was making the best of his way back

to Danbury.
" This account is apparently a distortion of an inci-

dent that really did occur, although it has the sanc-

tion of local tradition, and is repeated (in honest be-

lief) by several aged residents, who got it from their

parents, who were living here at the time.

" Joseph P. Cooke, a resident of Danbury, was in

command of the few Continental soldiers here at this

time, with the rank of colonel. We do not believe

the troop was very large,—merely a guard over the

government store which was located here.

" When the news of the British aj^proach was

learned in Danbury, Dr. John Wood dispatched a

young man in his employ named Lambert Lockwood

to learn the size and contemplated line of march of

the British troops. Young Lambert reached the sum-

mit of Hoyt's Hill, when he suddenly and rather un-

expectedly came upon the foe. He must have been

riding at a smart speed, or he would not have become

so helplessly entangled as he turned out to be. When
he discovered the enemy he was too close upon them

to get away, and in attempting it he was wounded

and captured. He learned a great deal of the British

and their designs, but the value of it was consider-

ably impaired by this incident.

"Tryon's troops marched through Bethel without

(singularly enough, taking in account his ' blood-

thirsty' nature) doing any damage to life or property.

After leaving Bethel the ranks were deployed, and
Danbury was approached in open order, some of the

advance being so far deployed as to take in Shelter

Rock Ridge on the right. The father of the vener-

able Thomas Andrews, of Bethel, with several com-
panions, went on Shelter Rock to see the British col-

umn pass, and while there were surprised and shot at

by the royal scouts.

" On reaching the south end of our village Gen.
Tryon took up his headquarters in the house of

Nehemiah Dibble, on South Street. The same
building has ever since been known as the Wooster
Place, from the fact of Gen. Wooster dying there

a few days later. Several years ago it was torn

down.

HOUSE OF NEHEMIAH DIBBLE, IN WHICH GEN. WOOSTER
DIED.

"It was between two and three o'clock in the after-

noon when the British arrived. The leader having

selected his headquarters, the quartering of the force

for the protcL'tion of themselves was next attended to.

Tryon's assistants, Gens. Erskine and Agnew, accom-

panied by a body of mounted infantry, proceeded up
Main Street to the junction of the Barren Plain road

(now White Street), where Benjamin Knapp lived.

Knapp's house stood about where is now D. P. Nich-

ols' brick block, long known as Military Hall, the

corner of which is occupied by F. W. Barnum, drug-

gist. The two generals quartered themselves upon
Mr. Knapp, taking complete possession of the house,

with the excej^tion of one room where Mrs. Knapp
was lying ill.

" On this dash up Main Street the party met with

two incidents. A man named William Hamilton had
a piece of cloth at a fuller's on South Street. When
he heard of the approach of the enemy, he got on his

horse and rode there in full haste for his goods. He
was rather late, however, and when he came out into

the street to remount his horse a squad of the force



DANIJUKY. 185

was upon him. Danbury's hdrses could not have had

the reputation for speed they now enjoy, or Mr. Ham-
ilton was very poorly provided, for the steeds of the

military gained on him at every rod of the way. He
flew up Main Street with a half-dozen troopers in full

pursuit, and on reaching West Street, then a mere

lane, turned up it, the hair on his head being

very erect. The pursuers followed him, and one of

them, being more in advance and close upon him,

swung his sword to cleave him in two, when a singu-

lar but most fortunate accident occurred. Hamilton

lost a part of his hold on the roll, which he had u]>

to this time tenaciously clung to ; the cloth flew out

like a ribbon, frightening the pursuing animals and

rendering them unmanageable.
" The column that came up Main Street were fired

at from the house of Capt. Ezra Starr. This building

stood where now is the residence of the Hon. D. P.

Nichols, corner of Main and Boughton Streets. The
shots were fired by three young men. It was an act

of reckless daring, and the actors must have been

very young, as the shots could not have possibly had

any other effect on the invasion than to have exas-

perated the invaders. These men were Joshua Porter

and Eleazer Starr and a negro named Adams, who
was in Ezra Starr's employ. Mr. Porter lived in Ob-

long (Westville District). He was in the village after

a gallon of molasses when the enemy came. Starr

lived on the corner of Main and Elm Streets, within

a few feet of The News office. Both men went into

the captain's house, and there awaited the approach

of the enemy. They were killed on the premises, and

the building was immediately fired, the three bodies

being consumed with it.

"The skirmish-line of the British as they ap-

proached Danbury extended from Shelter Eock to

Tom Mountain. Tryon was an able general, and,

although pretty well assured that the country was

without an organized military force, omitted no

proper i^recaution. The main body came in on the

road (now but little used) which skirts the west side

of Coalpit Hill. The skirmishers advanced a few

rods north of South Street, covering Main Street,

and then rested. Gen. Tryon took uj) his headquar-

ters with Nehemiah Dibble, and Gens. Agncw and
Erskine, with a body of the troops, preceded by two

pieces of artillery, started up the main street.

" The alarm in Danbury was, of course, consider-

able. The town was in no position of defense. The
news of the invasion was known in New Haven
hours before it was received here. Danbury had a

company of cavalry under command of Capt. Starr,

but the greater portion of them were in New York
State, in the Federal army. The number here with

the few detachments did not form a total of a hun-

dred and fifty effective men. There were but very

few able-bodied civilians present. The whole body
of military was under command of Col. Cooke. He
withdrew as the enemy advanced, so the only oppo-

13

sition Tryon's men found came from the few citizenn

who from every available shelter firi'<l njjon the col-

umn as it advanced up Main Street.

"As the force reached the present location of the

court-house the two pieces of artillery were dis-

charged, and the heavy balls, six- and twelve-jjound-

ers, fiew screaming up the street, carrying terror to

the hearts of the women and cliildren and dismay to

the heads of the homes thus endangered. There are

probably a number of these balls saved up by our

citizens. Two of them, found on Dr. W. F. Lacey's

place, are in ])osscssion of Col. Samuel Gregory.

" Immediately upon Gens. Agnew and Erskine

taking up their quarters in Mr. Knapp's house, a

picket was located. One squad of twenty men occu-

pied the rising ground where is now the junction of

Park Avenue and Prospect Street. A second took

position on the hill near .Jarvis - Hull's house. The

third was located on what is now called Franklin

Street. We have no information of other picket-

squads, but it is likely enough that every approach

to the village was guarded.
" It is related of a brother of Joshua Porter that,

coming into the village to see what the British were

doing, he came upon three of the picket stationed on

Park Avenue. They commanded him to halt.

" ' What for?' he inquired, still continuing towards

them.
" ' You are our jDrisoner,' said they.

" ' Guess not,' he laconically replied, moving stead-

ily upon them.
"

' We'll stick you through and through if you

don't stoj),' one of them threatened, advancing close

to him.

"Porter was a man of very powerful build, with

muscles like steel and a movement that was a very

good substitute for lightning. They were close upon
him. There was a gulch back of them. In a flash

he had the foremost trooper in his grasp. In the

next instant he had hurled him against the other

two, and the three went into the gulch in a demoral-

ized heap. The rest of the squad, seeing the disaster,

immediately surrounded and subdued Porter. This

little affair, it is said, gave the name of Squabble Hill

to that neighborhood.
" Porter and a man named Barnum are believed to

be the only prisoners the enemy carried away fi-om

Danbury. They were taken to New York City and
confined in the infamous Sugar-House prison. Porter

was subsequently released and returned home, but

Barnum died there from starvation. When found he

had a piece of brick in his hand holding it to his

mouth, as if to draw moisture from it to cool his

feverish throat.'

"The main body of the troops remained in the

village and shortly engaged in the destruction of the

military stores. Those in the Episcopal church were

rolled out into the street and there fired, as the edifice

was of the Church of England, and so reverenced by
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the English invader. This church stood where is

now the graveyard on South Street, which was then

its churchyard. The building was years after re-

moved to the corner of Main Street and turned into

a tenement.
" Two other buildings contained stores. One of

these was a barn belonging to Nehemiah Dibble.

The goods were taken out and burned to save the

building, as Dibble was a Tory. The other was a

building situated on Main Street, near where is now
Samuel C. Wildman's place. It was full of grain.

It was burned with its contents. It is said that the

fat from the burning meat ran ankle-deep in the

street. No less free ran the rum and wine, although

not in the same direction. The soldiers who were

directed to destroy these tested them first, and the

result was as certain as death. Before night had
fairly set in the greater part of the force were in a

riotous state of drunkenness. Discipline was set at

naught. King George stood no chance whatever in

the presence of King Alcohol, and went down before

him at once. The riot continued far into the night.

Danbury was never before or since so shaken. They
went up and down the main street in squads, singing

army songs, shouting coarse speeches, hugging each

other, swearing, yelling, and otherwise conducting

themselves as becomes an invader when he is very,

very drunk. The people who had not fled remained

close in their homes, sleepless, full of fear, and utterly

wretched, with the ghastly tragedy at Capt. Starr's

house hanging like a pall over them. The night was

dark, with dashes of rain. The carousers tumbled
down here and there as they advanced in the stages

of drunkenness.
" Some few of the troops remained sober, and these

performed the duties of the hour. One of these was
the marking of a cross upon the buildings which be-

longed to the Tories. This was done with pieces of

lime. There was considerable of this proj^erty. Sym-
pathizers with the government of the mother-country

abounded hereabouts. They were men who honestly

believed that colonies had no right to secede from the

Crown, and they defended their belief when they

could, and cherished it at all times. They were jubi-

lant now. The proper authorities were in 2Jossession,

the rebel element was overcome, and the Tories be-

lieved that Danbury was forever redeemed from the

pernicious sway of the rebellion.

" It was two of these people who piloted Tryon
into Danbury. They were Stephen Jarvis and Eli

Benedict. They were very happy men on this dismal

night, and the future looked very bright to them.

The next night there was a very big difference in the

state of their feeling. They had fled from Danbury.
Some time after, Benedict came back, but, being

threatened with violence, he left for good. Jarvis

went to Nova Scotia, where he made his home. Once
he returned on a visit to his sister. He came pri-

vately
;
but, the neighbors getting word of his pres-

ence, they went to the house in search of him. His

sister hid him in her brick oven, and when the danger

was over he secretly left Danbury for Nova Scotia,

never again to return. He lived in the house just

east of George Ryder's place, on Wooster Street, and
which, remodeled, stands there yet.

" It was not a particularly happy night for the gen-

eral in command. He had met with a comjjlete suc-

cess in reaching Danbury and destroying the stores,

which was the object of his mission. But the great

bulk of his force was helpless in the strong embrace

of New England rum, and news had come that a force

of the enemy was gathering and marching towards

him. They were anxious hours to the three generals

and their aids, but especially to him on whom rested

all the responsibility of the expedition.

"Besides the approach of Wooster's men, there

was the small band of troops under command of Col.

Cooke, who were undoubtedly near by, ready to give

vigorous help to an attacking force, knowing every

foot of the ground, and capable of giving an infinite

amount of annoyance if nothing more. Then there

were gathering farmers from the outlying districts,

who had through the afternoon given substantial evi-

dence of their presence by creeping up as near as pos-

sible and firing at the pickets. The darkness that fell

about the town after nightfall might pardonably be

peopled with many dangers by even a less imagina-

tive person than was the British general.

" In the mean time Benjamin Knapp was having

his own particular trouble.

" Mr. Knapp was a tanner. His house stood on

what is now White Street, near the corner of Main.

White Street was then called Barren Plain Road, and

this name was given it because the road ran across

the Balmforth Avenue region, which was then pretty

much sand. Barren Plain Road was not quite as

straight as White Street. It bowed to the south

about where Hawley & Sayers' coffin warehouse stands.

Back and just east of there, on the stream, Mr. Knapp
had his tanijery.

" It is very rarely the resident of a humble village

has two brigadier-generals come to spend Sunday

with him, and the advent of Gens. Agnew and Ers-

kine should have been an unbounded delight to Mr.

Knapp, but it is doubtful if it were. The generals

made themselves fully at home. There was no stiff-

ness about them. They killed Mr. Knapp's stock and

cut up the meat on his floor, and the dents thereof

were visible as long as the building stood. Mr.

Knapp's wife was a sorely-afflicted invalid, but her

inability to attend domestic duties did not in any way
embarrass the guests, yet it was very unpleasant for

Mr. Knapp. Besides that, the neighboring people,

on that eventful afternoon, drew near to the town

with their long-barreled guns, and, taking advantage,

of the heavy growth of alders along the stream, fired

at a red-coat wherever he showed himself. There

was a picket stationed on the Main Street bridge, and
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this party was a special target. All this made Mr.

KnapiD very nervous, as he could not very satisfac-

torily show that he was not in league with the am-

bushed patriots, and he feared his property would

suffer. However, it did not. The British generals,

in view of the accommodation and illness of Mrs.

Knapp, spared tlie house in the general conflagration

that followed. The house was removed twenty-five

years ago to make room for the present building. It

was the stereotyped house,—side to the street, with

back roof sloj^ing down to within a man's height of

the ground.

"At midnight the uproar caused by the inundation

of two thousand soldiers and the absorption of such

a great quantity of New England rum had to a great

degree abated. Tryon was fully awake. His position

was becoming exceedingly perilous. Shortly after

midnight word came to him that the rebels, under

Wooster and Arnold, had reached Bethel and were

preparing to attack him. This was unexpected to

him. He had thought to spend the Sabbath leisurely

in Danbury. The word that came from Bethel radi-

cally changed his programme. At once all became
bustle. The drunken sleepers were aroused to new
life by the most available means, and a movement
made towards immediate evacuation.

"It was nearly one o'clock Sunday morning when
Tryon got word of the Bethel gathering. Up to that

hour there had been but three buildings destroyed

(already mentioned). As soon as the men were

aroused and in place, excepting those detailed for

picket, the work of destruction began. This was
about two o'clock. In the next hour the buildings

owned by Tories were marked with a cross, done with

a chunk of lime. The work of burning was then

commenced.

"The first house burned stood just west of the

Episcopal church' on South Street, but some little

distance from the street, and where is now the garden

of the late Charles Ryder's house. There was a long

garden attached to it, and at the opposite end of the

garden, almost reaching Main Street, was another

house. These buildings were owned and occupied

by John McLean, one as a dwelling, and the one on

the corner as a store.

" Mr. McLean was commissary of the Continental

troops in that vicinity, and the object of the visit of

the enemy to Danbury was to destroy the army pro-

visions which he had accumulated in his store and in

the Episcopal church, which was then unfinished.

They would not burn the church, but rolled the bar-

rels of flour and pork into South Street, and burned

them and the buildings, the lard being over shoe deep

after the conflagration.

" Mr. McLean had sent off all his working teams

towards West Point with supplies, and luid nothing

at home but a pair of fatting oxen and a saddle-horse.

Upon the alai-m of the enemy's approach tlie oxen
were put before a cart with a feather-bed in it, upon

which his wife and children proceeded to New Mil-

ford, while he remained burying and jmtting in safety

such of his property a.s he could conceal until the

British appeared over Coalpit Hill. They saw and

pursued him, calling out, 'Old Daddy,' 'Rebel,' etc.,

and firing after him when the fleetness of his horse

seemed likely to carry him out of their reach. Some
of the bullets passed through his coat and hat, but he

escaped uninjured, joining his family in New Milford,

whence they removed to a farm which he owned in

Stony Hill, and remained until the close of the war.

They then returned to Danbury and built the house

now standing near the foot of Main Street. A few of

his descendants still reside in the town, but none

bearing his name, the only grandson being Dr. John
A. McLean, of Norwalk.

"Capt. Daniel Taylor, Maj. Taylor, Comfort Hoyt,

Jr., and Joseph Wildman were also among the suf-

ferers, but the writer knows not where their property

was located.

"The second house fired was on the east side of

Main Street, a few rods from the corner of South

Street, and where the big pine-tree now stands. After

that there was no order in the firing, but the flames

seemed to burst out simultaneously in all directions.

" Dr. John Wood's place, about where are the

places of William Bedient and the late Philander

Comstock, was destroyed. There were two wells in

this vicinity, each of which was filled with iron, can-

non-balls, etc., which could not be burned, and were

thus put out of the way. David Wood's house, where

William H. Clark now lives, was burned. Across the

street from him lived Capt. James Clark, who lost his

house. Next to Clark was Maj. Mj^gatt's home, just

south of E. R. Whittlesey's i^l^ce, also burned.

Another contribution to the flames was the house of

Rev. Ebenezer AVhite, where G. F. Bailey's house

now is. Zadoc Benedict's house stood where Schoj)-

paul's bakery is, north of the depot. Mr. Knajjp

must have thought the trouble was getting pretty

close to him. Capt. Joseph P. Cook's house also

went. It stood where Lucius P. Hoyt's house is.

" The record says there were nineteen dwelling-

houses burned in all. It is said also that there were

several stores burned. They must have been owned
by members of this list. We know that Capt. Cook
owned one of the stores, and that the Woods owned
another. Cook's store stood where he lived, and the

latter was where Mr. Bedieut's place is. Near Samuel

C. Wildman's house stood a blacksmith-sho]\ which

also ])erished. In it was made a part of the chains

with which the Hudson was barricaded at West Point.

The meeting-house of the New Danbury Society was

also burned. ' It stood on Liberty Street, between

Delay Street and Railroad Avenue.
" As but nineteen houses were burned, it was not so

much of a conflagration, after all. Danbury then had

a population of some two thousand five hundred. To
accommodate these there must have been at least four
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hundred dwellings in the township, and nearly, if not

quite, three hundred in the village. Historians say

that every house was bxirned except those belonging

to Tories. If this be so, then the humiliating reflec-

tion is ours that the great bulk of Danbury was Tory.

Thank Heaven for the strength to believe that it is

not so ! It is likely that the British burned only those

buildings that were available in their hasty getting

together, including those whose owners may have

been particularly obnoxious to the loyal heart.

"With the fire well under way the pickets were

called into the formed line, and the invading army
took up its march in retreat.

" Tryon did not undertake to return as he came.

The force under Wooster at Bethel deterred him from

that, and he sought to make a ditour through Ridge-

field."
THE FIGHT.

" In the light from the burning buildings the British

troops took up their line of march from town, passing

over Deer Hill by way of the road now called Woos-
ter Street. No sooner had the last man left Main
Street than the advance of the American squad, which

had hung on the outskirts of the village since being

driven out, appeared on the street, and immediately

followed after.

" Before the last of the British were fairly out of

the village the gray dawn of the Sabbath waved up

from the east, and as it advanced into the broader

light of the new day it showed the long line of British

filing through Miry Brook road, and the straggling
|

but determined rebels, armed with long muskets, car-

ried with both hands, bringing up the rear, and doing

their best to harass the foe, and succeeding. Still,

with all their patriotic zeal, we are obliged to enter-

tain but a poor idea of their marksmanship, for there

is no record that any of the enemy were killed on

Danbury soil.

" Among this crowd of daring if not effective per-

sons there was one who was sufficiently rapid in his

manual of arms, however short he may have fallen

from being effective. He was poised on a fence the

afternoon before, and fired thirty-two shots at the

skirmish-line of the advancing British without being

touched by a single one of the many bullets sent after

him. When his ammunition was gone he held up
his cartouch-box to the enemy to show its emptiness,

and then left, shouting as he ran these very patriotic

words

:

"
' He that fights aud runs away
May live to fight another day.

But he that is in battle slain

Shall never live to fight again.'

" A movement of a body of two thousand men could

not be made, of course, without the knowledge of the

neighbors. The people of the adjoining districts and
villages had been apprised of the arrival of the British

in Danbury by the families who had fled from the

doomed town. All that Saturday night men were

hovering about the place, looking with hungry eyes

for every manifestation from the enemy. No sooner

had the line taken up its march than these people

knew of it, and, determining the route, sought to an-

noy the march all that was in their power to do. One
of their acts was to destroy the bridge over Wolf Pond
Run, in Miry Brook District. When the enemy
reached this place they were obliged to stop and

j

throw over a temporary bridge of rails. This made
a delay, and enabled the forces under Wooster to gain

headway.

"One historian says that the British marchedthrough

Sugar Hollow. This is plausible enough if the force

had been an excursion-party hurrying to Ridgefield

to take a railway-train, but no military man would

be so insane as to take his men through such a defile,

where there was every advantage and ample protec-

tion for an enemy.

"Gen. Tryon took his people through Ridgebury,

having an open country for his skirmishers. He was

confident that by making this ditour he would mis-

lead Wooster, and escape to his boats without serious

interruption.

" But Wooster, at Bethel, soon got word of the move
and prepared to meet it. Wooster was a resident of

New Haven, and was in that city when the news of

the enemy landing at Compo reached him. Immedi-

ately he started for Danbury with what force he could

get there. He was joined on the way by Arnold and

Silliman, and the men under their commands. Poor

Wooster ! He little realized when he started for this

insignificant hamlet that it would become his ever-

lasting home, so far as this world is concerned, and

that here the only substantial honor he should ever

receive would be given.

" Gen. Wooster sent Arnold and Silliman, as we
have already indicated, direct to Ridgefield, across the

country from Bethel, while he struck out in a more

northerly direction, intending to strike the foe before

he reached Ridgefield. In this he succeeded. He
came upon the enemy while they were breakfasting,

about eight o'clock in the morning of that eventful

Sunday. He appeared from a piece of woods, and

struck a rear regiment with such unexpected force that

he captured forty of the men before the command was

fairly aware of his presence. He withdrew as rapidly

as he came, but shortly after made another dash, while

the enemy were in motion, and it was then the fight

took place in which he lost his life.

" There are so many conflicting accounts of this

engagement that we are powerless to determine which

is right. It is not a matter of any moment, however.

Wooster and his two or three hundred men were alone

in it, as Arnold and Silliman's force were in Ridge-

field Village, barricading the road and waiting for a

chance to do their share. Out in the country, amid

the rocks and the pine scrub lying between Ridgefield

Street and Ridgebury church, the brave and ill-fated

man was waging the unequal battle. It was at the
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first of the second attack that he received the fatal

wound. The British must have been on the retreat,

or his friends would not have been able to recover his

person, as he fell where he was shot. The great sash*

which he wore was unwound, and, being spread out

as a blanket, he was put in it and carried from the

field. Then he was placed in a carriage and slowly

brought back to Danbury.
" In the Dibble mansion, wliere Tryon but a few

houi's before had had his headquarters, the unfortunate

general was placed. A local surgeon dressed the wound
as well as he was able, and shortly after a more experi-

enced man came from New Haven to attend him. The
bullet, which is said to have been fired by a Tory, en-

tered his back obliquely just as he turned to wave on
his men, and, cutting the spinal cord, was buried in

his stomach. The nature of the wound precluded

recovery even had he received the best skill on the

moment. His wife arrived from New Haven, but a

delirium had seized him, and he did not recognize

her. For three days he lay in the old South Street

house, suffering untold agony, and then he fell into a

stupor. This was Thursday morning of that eventful

week.
"

' It was noted by her who, faithful to the last, un-

remittingly watched his pillow that during this and
the following day (as is frequently the case in the clos-

ing scene of an active life) his mind was busied in ex-

citing reminiscence. By the feeble light of flickering

reason he was tracing the long and weary ijilgrimage,

the cruises, sieges, battles, marches, through which he

had passed, only to reach his grave. The home of his

childhood, the cabin of his ship, the old mansion by
the Sound, pass in a blended image before his fading

vision. The dash of waves, the rattle of musketry,

the roar of cannon, ring confusedly in his deafened

ear. His hand cannot respond to the gentle i^ressure

of affection. His breathing grows shorter and shorter,

while the icy chill advances nearer and nearer to the

heart. As his wife wipes the death-damp from his

brow his eyes, hitherto closed, open once more, and in

their clear depths, for one glad moment, she discovers

the dear, the old, the familiar expression of retui-ned

consciousness ; his lips gasjj in vain to utter one i^re-

cious word of final adieu, and the last effort is to throw
on her one farewell glance of unutterable tenderness

and love.'t

" On Friday, May 2, 1777, he died. On Sunday tlie

funeral was held. It was a quiet affair, although the

body was that of a major-general and of a soldier who
for courage and patriotism had no superior. But Dan-
bury was sorely afflicted. Many of the houses were
in ruins, and nearly all the able-bodied men were
away.

"Miss Betty Porter, aged sixteen, daughter of one of

the men killed and burned iii Maj. Starr's house, and

* The sash and sword are now in Yale College.

t Henry C. Deming's oratiyn at the Wooster monument, 1S54.

I

subsequently the wife of Capt. Nathaniel Oregory,

I

grandfather of our Col. Gregory, was at the funeral.

She says there were but six men present, and they

l)ore the body to its resting jjiace. 1'lie remains were

buried in the graveyard on Wooster Street.

" Rev. Samuel Peters, in his (puiint work 'A General

History of Connecticut,' says, ' David Wooster, the

rebel general, Benedict Arnold's old friend and mob-

bing confederate, received a fatal ball through his

bladder as he was harassing the rear of the royal

troops, of which, after being carriedforty mileH to New
Haven, he died, and wast buried at the aide of David

Dexwell, one of the judges of Charles I.'

" The firing of our people tipon the British, with the

return fire of the enemy, marked as distinctly as sight

could have done to the refugees the progress of the

march. Besides, there were messengers, in the person

of boys, who kept track of the course and reported

hourly. Long before the royal column passed llidge-

bury church the i^eople who had fled began to return

to the village, some to undisturbed homes, others to

smoking ruins. Before night the most of them had

got back, although it was not until tlie next day that

all had returned. The parents of the venerable Mrs.

Phebe Benedict, who is still abiding with us, went to

New Fairfield.

" With the returning Danburians came a host of

sight-seers from Redding, Bethel Village, Brookfield,

Newtown, New Fairfield, and other places. It was a

great sfiectacle for outsiders, and they flocked here

just as people do to the scene of an overwhelming

disaster. All that Sunday afternoon the main street

and South were full of people, viewing the ruins, sym-

pathizing with the sufferers, cursing the enemy, and

delivering opinions of reckless wisdom, as is common
with the dear masses in matters they know nothing

of One of these visitors used to relate that the wheels

of his wagon sank above their felloes in the cold grease

on South Street, which came from the burnt pork.

There were three taverns here at the time, and the

business they might have done, had they the liquid

facilities, would have been immense.
" Dr. Jabez Starr, grandfather of Mr. Fred Starr,

kept one of the taverns. His place stood on the cor-

ner of Main and Elm Streets, near where is now The

News building. On the approach of the enemy he

moved his goods out of town and harm's way. Mr.

Starr was the only doctor in Danbury at the time.

"Tlie house now occupied by Natluiniel Barnum, a

few doors south of The Xncs office, was a tavern at

that time. On a sign swinging from a jiost it bore a

copy of the arms of King George lY., which gave the

tavern its name. It was kept by John Trowbridge,

who was Mr. Barnum's great-grandfather. Owing to

j

its sign it was saved from destructi(Ui, but its furniture

was piled up in the street and burned. Mr. Barniuu

has completely changed the outside appearance of the

building, so that to-day it looks but little like it was

at that time.
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"Mr. Trowbridge was a lieutenant in the rebel

army. He was away with his regiment at the time.

His people removed themselves and what furniture

they could get together to Nathan Cornwall's tavern,

in Beaver Brook District, the tavern standing on what

is now Henry Starr's place. The royal troops did not

interfere with the property, but the furniture that was

destroyed was the work of Tory neighbors.

"Maj. N. M. Taylor in 1777 lived in a house which

stood at the junction of Soutli Street with Dumpling
Hill road. On the news of the coming of the British

he hurried home and told his wife to make ready to

fly. She was of the genuine Revolutionary material.

She had a baking of bread ready for the oven, and

she declared she would not leave until it was done.

Before it was done the enemy came into town, and

Taylor's tavern was inundated by soldiers. She told

them that she had a batch of bread in the oven, and

if they wanted some she would give it to them. Hot
fresh bread is a toothsome bit to a soldier, and when
the bread came out they took it all. Fortunately for

Taylor's projjerty, his wife was a good baker, and the

soldiers, whose stomachs had been delighted by her

skill, left the building undisturbed.

" Ten years later Mr. Taylor put up a guide-stone

in front of his place, which contained the following

information

:

"' 67 miles to H(artford).

66 miles to N. Y.

Tills stone erected by N. M. Taylor, 1787.'

" Mr. Taylor soon after built the house, now owned

by Martin E. Clark, on South Street at the foot of

Main, which was used as a tavern. There is not a

Revolutionary building in town that shows less change

than this building. It is two stories high, with a tre-

mendous garret. His dining-room was then used as

the reception-room, with the small bar of those days
i

opening off from it, and now used by him for a milk-

room. A part of the second floor was used as a ball-

room. Three stone chimneys pierce the roof One
of these at the base is eight by eleven feet and five

feet square in the garret. The others are nearly as

large. Near to this building stood the house of Com-
fort Hoyt, Jr., which was burned. John McLean was

the most serious sufferer of the lot. His house stood

where is now the venerable big double tenement on

the south side of Main Street, and wliich is to-day

called by many the McLean place.

" Immediately after the disaster the selectmen were

instructed to present a petition to the Legislature for

the relief of the sufferers. Hinman, in his ' War of

the American Revolution,' says,

—

"
' John McLean, Eli Mygatt, and others, selectmen of Danbury, stated

to the General Assembly convened at Hartford on the 8th of May, 1777,

that tlie enemy in their incursion into Danbury burned and destroyed

the public records of said town, and they apprehended great damage
might arise to the inhabitants unless some timely remedy should be pro-

vided. The Assembly appointed Daniel Sherman, Col. Neliemiali Beards-

ley, Increase Moseley, Lemuel Sanford, Col. S. Canfleld, and Caleb Bald- i

win to repair to Danbury as soon as might be, and notify the inhabitants
:

of said town, and by all lawful ways inquire into and ascertain every

man's right, and report to the next General Assembly. '

"'This committee reported to the Assembly that the British troops

had made a hostile invasion into said town, and under a pretense of de-

stroying the public stores had consumed with fire about twenty dwelling-

houses, with many stores, barns, and other buildings, and that the enemy
on their retreat collected and drove off all the live stock—viz., cattle,

hoi'ses, and sheep—which they could find, and that the destruction of

said property had I'educed many of the wealthy inhabitants to poverty.

Having notified the inhabitants, they from day to day examined the

losses of each sufferer, on oath and by other evidence, and allowed to

each his damage at the time said property was destroyed. They found

that by reason of the price of articles the inhabitants had been obliged

to pay large sums over and above the value in procuring the necessaries

for their families, that many of them had their teams forced from them

to remove the public stores, etc. They gave the name of each sufferer,

with his loss allowed, annexed to his name, which amounted to the sum
of sixteen thousand one hiindred and eighty-one pounds one shilling

and four pence, which report was accepted by the Assembly and ordered

to be lodged on file, to perpetuate the evidence of the loss of each person,

that, when Congress should order a compensation, to make out the claims

of sufferers.

" ' On the receipt of this communication the pay-table were directed

to draw an order on the treasurer for the sum of five hundred pounds in

favor of the selectmen of Danbury, as aforesaid, who could not subsist

without such relief.

" ' In 1787 the sufferers in Danbury, having received no further relief,

again petitioned the General Assembly of Connecticut, upon which peti-

tion Hon. Andrew Adams and others were appointed a committee.
'* * The chairman of said committee reported that for want of exhibits

and documents they were unable methodically and correctly to state the

facts or losses and estimate of damages, and also, for the want of proper

certificates from the treasurer and secretary of state, to report what had

already been done for their relief, but were of opinion that the houses

and buildings and necessai'y household furniture destroyed by the enemy

ought to be paid for by the State at their just value, and that the only

manner in the power of the State, at that time, was to pay the same in

Western lands ; which report was in October, 1787, accepted by the House,

but rejected by the Upper House.'

" In 1792 the General Assembly made the award of

land. This territory is in Ohio, and has since been

known as the Western Reserve.

" This list of sufferers, with the amounts of losses,

we herewith give, as awarded by the first-named

committee.

Mr. John McLean $12,462.64

Capt. Ezra Starr 11,480.00

Capt. Daniel Taylor 4,9S2.00

Col. John P. Cook 4,767,50

Major Eli Mygatt 580,30

Caiit. James Clark 4 112.62

Miijor Tavlor 3.504 00
(Vimfort iloyt, Jr 3,258.77

Thaddeus Benedict, Esq 2.010.00

Benjamin Sperry 849.00

David Wood 2,165.24

Joseph Wildman 2,087.00

Dr. John Wood 1,970.80

Matthew Benedict 1,672.50

Kev. Ebenezer White 1,637.60

Jonah Benedict 1,647.50

Matthew Benedict 1,026.16

Jabez Rockwell 1,189.00

Zadock Benedict ; 849.25

"The total loss as thus determined by the com-

mittee amounted to nearly eighty-one thousand dol-

lars.

" There were two Matthew Benedicts, father and

son, who figure in the list of losers. The latter, who
was great-grandfather of Benedict Brothers, the shoe-

dealers, lived where is now the homestead of Mrs.

Henry Benedict. It is said that he owned a small

hat-shop which was burned by the British, although

Francis' ' History of Hatting' says hatting was begun

in Danbury in 1780, or three years later than the ad-

vent of the British. The senior Matthew lived with
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Jonah, another son. The junior's estate included the

Concert Hall property, which was given hy the family

to the First Church society for the use of the society.

We have not been able so far to locate the residence of

either Jonah or Zadock Benedict, who were brothers

of Matthew, junior. The former is said to have lived

at the lower end of Main Street.

"Still another brother was Noble Benedict, who
raised a company of one hundred men at the begin-

ning of the war. He was cajjtured in November,

1776, at Fort Washington. Nathan was captured in

the Danbury fight, and taken to the Sugar-House

prison. Jonah was in his brother's company at Fort

Washington, and was captured there. He suffered

from the imprisonment to such an extent that it was

believed he was dying, and then he was released,

being brought to Danbury on a litter. In the ' Gene-

alogy of the Benedicts in America' it is said he ar-

rived here about two weeks before the burning of the

village. He and his brother were taken out of the

house that dark Sunday morning and tied to trees in

the garden, while the house was burned.
" Joseph Wildman lived where now resides Hon.

F. S. Wildman. In the award of land to the sufferers

he received fourteen hundred acres in Ohio. So little

did he value it that he sold it in exchange for a horse.

A part of the flourishing city of Sandusky is on that

land, and is now worth millions of dollars. The sin-

gular sale was made with the right of redemption

within thirty years. About a year or so after the ex-

piration of that time, and when the property began

to be quite valuable, Joseph's heirs unfortunately dis-

covered this clause in the deed.

" Benjamin Knapj), who figured so conspicuously

as the entertainer of generals, lived until 1834, when
he met his death at the heels of a colt in Beaver

Brook District. Mr. Amos Morris, who was then in

the prime of life and as now a resident there, gave

the wounded man shelter. A doctor was called, who
saw that the injury was fatal, and recommended that

Mr. Knapp be taken home at once. He was comfort-

ably placed in a cart, and Mr. Morris brought him
home, where he died at the age of ninety-four years.

He built the house on White Street, now owned by

Mr. Joseph Bell, for his son, Noah KnajJi). Benjamin

Knajjp is remembered by our older citizens as a little

old man in knee-breeches and gray stockings. He
owned a number of cows, besides the shoe-shop and

tannery.

" Samuel Morris, father of the venerable Amos
Morris, was an army-teamster. He was employed in

drawing the army stores from New Haven to Dan-
bury. His brother, Jacquin, was not equally eminent

for patriotism. In fact, Jacquin took advantage of

the presence of the British army to join its ranks.

He went away with them, and served through the war.

Shortly after that he returned to Danbury on a visit to

his mother, who was living in Beaver Brook District.

" The first intimation of his presence was given to a

little niece, who in crossing the bridge over Still

River, near her grandmother's house 'and where is

now the grist-mill j, was startled by the aj>j>earance

of a man's head from under the bridge. The

man, learning who she was, told her to call her

fatlier. She did so, and then the stranger revealed

that he was .Jacquin Morris, the deserting Danljnrian.

He was not immediately recognized l)y the brotlier,

having changed considerably, but on uncovering his

head a bare spot on his scalp, well known to the

family, was found, and he was received. He was

obliged to keep himself secluded, and during his stay

was secreted in the garret of his mother's house.

Some years later he made -a second visit home, l)ut

did not remain long.

" As an offset to this loss Danbury gained three citi-

zens—and, so far as we can learn, they were good

citizens—in the persons of three deserters from the

British army. One of these was Harry Brockleton,

who lived in Dumpling Hole, now Mountainville.

The others were privates. Thomas Flynn was the

name of one of the latter. He .settled in South

Street.

" The following anecdote of Brockleton is related

by Mr. A. B. Hull. He traded a small piece of land

for a horse, and the horse for potatoes. His wife,

Hannah, said she would make some poetry on the

occurrence. Her poetry was

:

" ' Elixir proprietatis !

Harry Brockleton sold Iiis land for a horse, and his horse for potatoes.'

Harry said he would like to make some poetry,

which he did, as follows :

"
' As the children of Israel were passing through the wilderness, the

Lord sent them manna:

When Harry Brockleton wanted a wife, the devil sent him Hannah.'

"Mr. A. B. Hull, mentioned above, enjoys a dis-

tinction which can scarcely be claimed by any other

citizen of New England or of the country at large.

He is about sixty years of age, and yet is the son of a

Eevolutionary soldier. His father was seventeen years

old when the British burned Danbury. He joined in

the pursuit of Tryon through Eidgefield, and was in

all the fighting. In escaping one of the dashes of the

enemy he found himself back of a rock, in company

M'ith two boys a trifle younger than himself, who were

having their fir.st experience in battle. While wait-

ing there he discovered that a Tory was in a brake

near by, watching with ready gun for them to re-

appear. Putting his hat on the end of his gun, he

pushed it out beyond the rock. Immediately the

Tory fired, the bullet piercing the hat. The next in-

stant he plunged towards the rock, when the three

boys fired simultaneously at him. At the discharge

he sprang several feet in the air and came down full

length upon his face, but turned in a flash upon his

I

back, and lay there motionless in death. After the

i

battle Mr. Hull's father wont over the ground to look

I for the body. He found it whore it had t'allon. but it
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was stark naked. He saw tliat the three bullets

had taken effect in the Tory's body,—one at the na-

vel, and the two others at such angles as to form the

letter V.
" During this catastrophe to Danbury there was an

army hosjiital in existence here. It was established

the month before, and was not touched by the British.

The location was on what is now called Park Avenue,

at the junction of Pleasant Street, on the lot now oc-

cupied by Mr. Henry N. Scribner, and just west of

his house. All that property was then owned by

Samuel Wildman, grandfather of Mr. Samuel C.

Wildman, who leased to the government the land for

the use of the hospital. Mr. Wildman lived then in

the modernized house on the avenue which stands on

the east corner, opposite Mr. Scribner. There are

several pear-trees in this garden which were set out

by Samuel AVildman over a hundred years ago, and

which now yield abundantly.
" The soldiers who died at the hospital were buried

in a plot of ground now forming the grounds on the

south side of George Buell's house on Pleasant Street,

near to the corner of the avenue. The soldiers who
occujoied the hospital were principally French. The
place where the dead were buried was held sacred by

Mr. Wildman, who would not have it plowed. Some
years after it was rented, the tenant, being either ig-

norant of the burial or extremely practical in his

views, cultivated the ground. His plowshare turned

up many bones. Relics in metal of the occupancy of

the hospital have been found imder the soil in Mr.

Scribner's garden.

"The hosjjital itself was a one-storied building,

with a large garret in the steep roof. The first floor

was divided into four rooms; the garret was one

room. The building was torn down many years ago

by Mr. Samuel C. Wildman.

"A volume entitled 'Connecticut During the War
of Revolution' furnishes some incidents of interest to

Danbury. In fact, Danbury largely figures in the

book, much of the matter, however, being the same

that we have already presented. The book was com-

piled in 1841 by Royal R. Hinman, who was then

secretary of state. The matter laertaining to Danbury

was furnished to Mr. Hinman by Reuben Booth.

We learn from this book that Danbury's grand list

in 1775, at the beginning of the Revolution, was

$142,507.66.

" In May, 1777, the month following the burning,

Governor Trumbull issued, at the suggestion of the

General Assembly, a proclamation. The document

is a sorry confession of man's' inhumanity to man,

especially to his neighbor. It appears from this

paper that a lot of shiftless and mercenary wretches

took advantage of the appearance of the enemy here

to burn the houses and steal the portable property

of Danburians and others who escaped tlie raid of

the British. The proclamation calls upon these grace-

less offenders to immediately restore such property

and make good such losses, or suffer the severe penal-

ties of the law.

" We have mentioned the death of a young man
named Barnum in the Sugar-House prison, in New
York. His father, Col. Joseph Barnum, was seriously

affected by the deplorable fate of his boy, and became
so full of the spirit of vengeance that on the next day

after getting the news he loaded his gun and started

out to avenge himself on sympathizers with the

British. Seeing a Tory at work in a field the half-

crazed father fired at him, wounding him severely.

'He had previously been a professedly pious man,

but frequently after the loss of his son concluded

his devotions in his family by invoking a curse upon
"old King George and his hellish crew." '

"Several writers say that Nehemiah Dibble, who
occupied the old mansion which entertained Gen.

Tryon and received the dying breath of Wooster, did

not escape punishment for his Tory sympathies.

They tell that shortly after the retreat of the British a

number of young men took hold upon Dibble, and,

carrying him to Still River, near where is now the

railroad, immersed him several times in the water,

giving him what they called a 'thorough ducking.'

" In the record of the General Assembly, May ses-

sion, 1777, there are the following interesting entries

:

"
' Thaddeus Benedict, of Danbury, represented to the Assembly that

the British troops, when in Danbury, burned his dwelling-house and

several other houses kept for public entertainment, and stated that he

had provided a convenient house in the centre of said town, and asked

for a license to keep a public house, which was granted by said Assembly.
"' Mary Hoyt, the Avife of Isaac Hoyt, then late of Danbuiy, showed

to the Assembly that she had ever been a good Whig and a true friend

to the rights of her country, and that her husband, when the enemy

entered said Danbury, being an enemy to his country, went off and

joined the British, by which he had justly forfeited all his estate, both

real and personal, and that the selectmen had seized upon all the per-

sonal estate of her husband, by means of which she M'as deprived of the

necessaries of life, and asked the Assembly to order that one-third part

of all the clear movable estate should be given to her, and the use of one-

third part of all the real estate, for her natural life, for her support. The

Assembly ordered that said Mary Hoyt should have and enjoy one-third

part of the personal and real estate during the pleasure of the Assembly.'

"At an adjourned session of the same body in Feb-

ruary, 1778, occurred the following

:

'"John Marsh, of Danbury, stated to the Assembly that when the

British troops went into Danbury he through surprise joined them and

went away with them, but soon made his escape and returned home, and

was committed to gaol, and prayed pardon for the offense, wliich was

granted him, by his taking the oath of fidelity, and paying the cost of

prosecution.'

" It appears from an item in the report of the Gen-

eral Assembly that an attack on Danbury was antici-

pated several weeks before from the Hudson River

direction, Two weeks before the attack the Governor

sent a letter to Gen. Silliman instructing him to keep

a strict watch upon the enemy, who were prei^aring

in New York to go up the North River, with a view,

undoubtedly, to destroy the stores at Danbury. On
the night of the 27th the General Assembly received

word that there were alarming symptoms from the

North River, and almost immediately after that Dan-

bury was burned.
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"In the March (1778) session of the Assembly oc-

curs the following:

"'Hannah Cliurcli, of Danbuiy, tlic wife of Asa fjhurcl], Ctlien) lute

of said Danbury, shewed tlie Governor anil council that her iuisband had

joined the British army and was then in New York, and that she had no

estate to support her, and prayed fur liliei'ty to go to Now York to her

husband. The Governor and council gave her liberty to go to New Yoi'k,

with such necessary apparel as the committee of inspection of Siiid Uan-

biiry shall think proper. And Gen. Silliman was directed to grant a Jlag,

or passport, to the said Hannah accordingly.'

" The following-named arc the prisoners taken from

Danbury at the time of the raid: John Bartrain, Na-

than Benedict, Benjamin Sjierry, John Porter, Jona-

than Starr, William Roberts, Jacob Gray, and Aaron
Gray Knapp.

"In the May (1777) session is the following record:

"
' Ruth Peck, the widow of Jesse Peck, (then) late of Danbury, stated

to the General Assembly that her husband, with three sons, in the spring

of 177G enlisted in the service of the State, and all went through the

fatigue of the campaign. Two of the sons were taken prisoners at Fort

Washington and suffered the Iiardsliips of captivity in New York ; one

son had the smallpox in the worst manner possible, in the most scarce

time of gold, the (then) last winter at New York, who started for home
and froze his feet, so that he became a cripple. Another son was sent

home by the British about the 1st of January, 1777, infected with tlie

smallpox, of which he soon died, after his arrival; the husband, who
had arrived home a short time previous to his son, took the disease, and

also died after a long confinement. One other son also took said disease,

•who by the goodness of God recovered
;
whereby said Buth was griev-

ously afflicted, and the town of Danbury expended the sum of twenty-

six pounds twelve shillings and six pence in their sickness, and held a

claim upon the small estate her husband had left for the payment of it,

and, if paid by her, would leave her with a family of small children, and

needy indeed ; and prayed the Assembly to pay the sum aforesaid.'

"In the January (1778) session were given the fol-

lowing depositions regarding the negro who was

killed in Maj. Starr's house, and wlio, we should

judge, was a slave whose owner was seeking remuner-

ation. Here are the entries

:

"'Ebenezer White, of Danbury, of lawful age, testifies and says that

on or aboTit the 26th day of April, 1777, at evening, there being a num-
ber of gentlemen at his house belonging to tlie British army, amongst

which was one whom he understood was the Earl of Falkland's son, who
told him (the deponent) that he was the first that entered Maj. Starr's

house, and found a number of men in the house, among whom were two

negroes, all of whom they instantly killed, and set fire to the house, and

gave this for a reiison why they did so,—that it was their constant prac-

tice, where they found peo])le shut up in a house and firing upon them,

to kill them and to burn the house ; and further the deponent saith that

the said young gentleman told him that one of the negroes, after he had

run him through, rose up and attempted to shoot him, and that he the

said Earl of Falkland's son cut his head off himself ; which negro, the

deponent understood since, was tlie property of Mr. Samuel Smith, of

Beading; and further the deponent saith not.
"

' D.^NBURY, Jan. '20, 1778.

'"The Eev. Mr. Ebenezer White, the deponent, personally appearing,

made oath to the truth of the above written deposition.

"' Sworn to before nie, Tliaddeus Benedict, Justice of the Peace.
"

' Ebenezer Wccil, of Danbury, of lawful age, testifies and says that on

or about the 2Gth day of Apiil, 1777, he being at home across the road

opposite to Maj, Daniel Starr's house, ho saw a negro at the house, which

he knew to be the property of Mr. Samuel Smith, of Reading, about a

half hour, as near as he can judge, before the British troops came to said

house; and further tlie deponent saith that in the evening of said day

he heard a man belonging to the British army say that they had killed

one dam'd black witli the whites, in said Starr's house; and furtlier the

deponent saith not.

"'D.\NBURY, Jan. 2r>, 1778.

"'Sworn before Tliaddeus Benedict, Justice of the Peace.

' "
' Anna Weed, of Danbury, of lawful age, testiflc« and nayn that oii or

about the 2fith day of April, 1777, she being at home a<;roi« tlie road

0]ipo»ite to Maj. Starr's liouBC, she saw a negro at said hoiiHe, which ohfj

understood was the projjeity of Mr. Samuel Smith, of Rea/iing, but a

short time before tlie Britisli troops came up to the house; and further

the deponent saith she heard one of the British soldiern say " Here ig a

dam'd black in the house; what shall we do witli him V" Anotlier an-

swered, "Damn him, kill him," and immediately the house wai* in

flames; and further the deponent saith not.

'"Daniiuhy, .Jan. 2(1, 1778.

"'Sworn to before Tliaddeus Benedict, Justice of the I'eacc.'"

B0r.L OF REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS.

" It will be remembered that in Mr. Bobbins' ser-

mon he spoke of a company of one hundred men
being raised in Danbury and ordered to the Nortliern

army, at Lake Chaniplain. He said that they went

away leaving their friends to believe that j)erliaj>s

they might never return, but they came back salely,

while during their absence an epidemic raged in the

village and carried off many of their friends.

"The company was raised by Noble Benedict, who

was made captain. Tlie men were recruited in May,

1775. It is the only organization contributed by Dan-

bury to the war. It joined the Sixteenth Regiment,

commanded by Col. David Waterbury. The follow-

ing is the list of the company :

" Captain, Noble Benedict.

" Lieutenants, James Clark, Ezra Stephens.

" Ensign, Daniel Heacock.
" Sergeants, John Trowbridge, Elipli Barnum, Eli-

jah Hoit, Nathan Taylor, John Ambler.
" Corporals, Aaron Stone, Jonah Benedict, David

Weed, Moses Veal.

"Musicians, Joseph Hamilton, drummer; Russel

Bartlett, Nathaniel Peck, lifers.

"Privates, Seth Barnum, Eleaz Benedict, John

Barnum, Eli Barnum, James Bonghton, Josiah Bur-

chard, Samuel Bennet, Lazarus Barnum, Hez Ben-

edict, Gilbert Benedict, Wm. Benedict, David

Bishop, Ebeii Barnum, Abram Barns, Joseph Bough-

ton, John Comstock, Enoch Crosby, Samuel Curtiss,

Wm. Combs, Isaac Coller, Thomas Campbell, James

Clements, Samuel Cook, Miles Canty, Henry Covel,

John Chapman, Elnathan Edy, Eliph Ferry, John

Guthrie, Wm. Griffin, Drake Hoit, Thaddeus Hoit,

Joshua Hinckley, Jonathan Hayes, John Holconib,

Win. Hawkins, Francis Jackson, Thomas Judd, John

Johnson, Benjamin Gorham, John Green, Henry

Knapp, Elislia Lincoln, John Linly, James Lincoln,

Nathan Lee, Thomas Morehouse, Thaddeus More-

house, Done Merrick, John Morehouse, Sylvanus

I

Nelson, Isaac Northrop, Wilson Northrop, Joshua

Porter, Wm. Ptu'ter, Elkanah Peck, Farrel Picket,

Caleb Spencer, Samuel Spencer, Eli Stephens. Sanuiel

Sturdivant, Daniel Segar, Levi Starr, John Stephens,

Jabez Starr, James Scovel, Stephen Scovel, Peter

Stringham, Isaac Smith, Thomas Starr, Ephraini

Smith, Levi Stone, Stephen Townsend, Samuel

Townsend, Stephen Trowbridge. Joshua Taylor,

I Thomas Weed, Samuel C. Warren (or Warden),
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Major Warren, Thomas Wheaton, Jonas Weed,

David Sturdivant.

" The captain of the above company was father of

the late Arcliibald Benedict, and he lived in the

house now occupied by the venerable widow of Arch-

ibald, on North Main Street. The captain was a

stutterer, and many anecdotes based on this infirmity

are related of him. We give one of them. When
he was at Lake Champlain with his company the

countersign in use one night was the word ' Ticon-

deroga.' The captain came across a sentry, who,

halting him, demanded the countersign. 'T' was a

bad letter for the captain to overcome, and in his mad
efforts to clutch it he lost all memory of the word
itself. In this dilemma he shouted to the sentry

:

' S-s-s-s-say the word, and I c-c-c-c-can tell it.' His-

tory does not tell what the sentry did, but, as the cap-

tain returned safely to Danbury, it is presumed

the matter was compromised satisfactorily.

" James Clark, first lieutenant, lived on South Main
Street. His wife, on the coming of the British, sunk

her silver-ware and some other articles in the well,

and fled with her family to a more congenial lati-

tude.

" Ezra Stevens, the second lieutenant, lived in Pem-
broke District. He was great-grandfather of Erastus

Stevens. His son Eli was in the company as a pri-

vate.

" First Sergt. John Trowbridge lived at the upper

end of Main Street ; he was a grandfather of Truman
Trowbridge. Second Sergt. Elijah Barnum lived at

the south end of the village. Third Sergt. Elijah

Hoyt lived where now stands the residence of Charles

H. Merritt, on Main Street.

" Corp. Jonah Benedict has already been treated of

as far as our information goes. Corp. David Weed
lived in King Street District, near to where Aaron

Pearce now lives.

" Joseph Hamilton, the drummer, lived in Pem-
broke District, and a very patriotic portion of this

town it appears to have been.

" Private Seth Barnum lived in King Street, oppo-

site the Baptist church. John Barnum and Eli Bar-

num lived in the same district. Samuel Curtis lived

near to where Ezra Mallory & Co.'s hat-factory

stands. He was once sexton of the First Church.

Drake Hoyt and Thaddeus Hoyt lived in Pembroke
District. Thaddeus for a number of years kept the

town-poor on contract, as was then the custom.

Thomas Judd lived in Great Plain District, his house

standing where now Granville Taylor lives. Benja-

min Gorham lived in Miry Brook District. John
Green lived at the junction of Elm and River Streets.

John Lindley lived in King Street District. Thad-

deus Morehouse lived on Main Street in a house now
owned by George E. Cowperthwait, and standing

next north to his residence. Stephen Trowbridge

lived, we are told, on the corner of Main and Liberty

Streets, where is now Benedict & Nichols' Block.

Levi Stone belonged in the Middle River District.

Joshua Porter came home from the Northern cam-

paign all right, but lost his life by Tryon's troops in

Maj. Starr's house. John Ambler, the fifth ser-

geant, was a great-grandfather of Rev. E. C. Ambler,

and was at that time a man of advanced age. The
grandfather of Rev. Mr. Ambler, Peter Ambler, and

two of Peter's brothers, Stephen and Squire Ambler,

were in the war, but not in this company. The family

lived in Miry Brook District.

" Ensign Daniel Heacockwas a grandfather of Col.

Samuel Gregory. He lived in Bethel. His home is

still standing, being near A. B. Blackman's house.

Col. Gregory has in his possession the powder-horn

which Henry Knapp, private, carried in the com-

pany's campaign. Mr. Knapj) lived in the Westville

District. Jabez Starr kept the tavern which stood on

property adjoining The Neivs office. David Weed
lived in Westville District, where Mr. Anson Com-
stock's house now stands. Daniel Segar lived on the

Mill Plain road. Stephen Townsend lived near the

New York State line.

" Young Lockwood, who went to meet the British on

their approach to Danbuiy to learn their strength,

and was captured on Hoyt's Hill, was left there on

the flight of the British. It is said that while, living

in Norwalk, some time before this, he did a favor for

Governor Tryon, on the occasion of an accident to

the Governor's carriage when he was driving through

Norwalk. The Governor was writing a parole for

him when the alarm of the approach of the Ameri-

cans under Wooster came upon him, and the paper

was dropped.

"It must not be understood, however, that these

men were all that Danbury gave to the war, but the

company was the only organization going from here

of which there is any record. On a previous page it

was stated that two sons of Aaron Gunn, living at the

upper end of Main Street, were drafted into the army

during the war of 1812-14. Previous to the draft they

enlisted and served for several months at New Lon-

don. When drafted they were assigned to duty at

the same i:)lace. Uncle Amos Morris and the late

Frederick White were drafted at the same time. At

New London the command had the choice of mess-

ing inside or outside the fort. The Gunn -party of

Danbury boys chose the outside, and boarded with a

widow-woman who gave them a bed and cooked their

rations daily for the sum of six cents each. No mess

in New London fared so well as the Danbury mess,

thanks to the knowledge of the country gained by the

two Gunn boys during their previous location in the

place.

" One day an officer of the regiment visited their

quarters at dinner-time, and was amazed at the sight

of their table. One in-ominent dish thereon was new
potatoes, and that before the same were scarcely in

the market and totally unknown to the commissary.
" ' Why, boys, how's this ?' he exclaimed. ' Here
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you've got new potatoes ! Why, there'n not another

mess in the command with new potatoes. We can

draw nothing but old potatoes. How is it that you

draw new ones ?'

"'I'll tell you, major, how we draw them,' spoke

up White, in a confidential tone :
' we draw them by

the tops.'

"

CHAPTER XVIII.

DANBTJEY (Continued).

VIEW OF DANBURY IN 1815-20.

In the following chapter, taken from the Danbury

Nevjs, will be found located all the dwellings and

stores which, in 1815-20, stood upon the present site

of the village.

MAIN STREET.

" It is likely that, with few exceptions, the picture

was the same at the beginning of the century. Main
Street was then as now the principal thoroughfare.

Running from it on the east was North, White, and

Liberty Streets; on the west. Franklin, Elm, West,

and Wooster Streets ; South Street at the foot. The
other streets were River and Town Hill. Deer Hill

Avenue was then but a lane, chiefly used for the

transfer of farm j^roducts.

"East Side.—The first house, on coming into Main
Street at the north, on the east side of the street, was

occupied by Aaron Gunn. It was washed away by

the Kohanza disaster in 1869. Mr. Gunn had two

sons who were drafted in the war of 1812, and entered

the army at New London.
" The next house stood on the corner of North

Street. It was occupied by Benjamin Barnum, and

was a large, roomy building. Some years ago it was

moved north on Main Street, and still stands there.

" On the opposite corner, where is now the Porter

estate, lived Noah Hubbell, grandfather of Mrs.

John Carpenter. Between there and what is now
Patch Street there was but one house. It was occu-

pied by William Patch, Jr., father-in-law of its present

occupant, Oliver P. Clark.

g " Next to him was a small tenement owned by

Mary Daniels, an aunt of the late W. A. Daniels, and

was then occupied by a family named Barnum.
" John Gregory's house came next. None of his

descendants are living here.

" Where Wildman's Lane or Court now is were two

houses, since gone. One of these was occupied by

Benjamin Cozier and the other by William Patch,

father of the William living above, and grandfather

of. Mrs. A. P. Tweedy and Mrs. G. D. Foote.

" The next premises were those of John Nickerson,

a lay preacher in the Methodist chui'ch. Nickerson

was an active man, and consequently well known to

his fellow-citizens.

"Then came another tenaiit-Jiousc, whicli was occu-

pied by Zar Patch.

"Following tlie tenement was tJje home of Archi-

bald Benedict, now occupied by his venerable widow.

He was a son of Cajit. Noble Benedict, our Revolu-

tionary hero.

"The residence now occupied })y Harrison Flint

was then the home of the late Enoch Moore. It was

built by Amos Stevens.

"Next in order came the home of Abel Gregory,

now owned by Mrs. Henry Benedict, and after this

a school-house. It stood on the north line of what is

now the grounds of E. T. Hoyt's home. Many years

ago it was removed to Franklin Street, where it con-

tinued to be used as a school until about fifteen years

ago, when it was turned into a tenement.

"Deacon Joseph Piatt Cook, son of the Revolu-

tionary colonel of the same name who was in com-

mand of Danbury when Tryon came, occupied the

next house. It stood on nearly the same ground at

present occupied by the residence of William .labine.

" Russel Hoyt lived next to Deacon Cook, in the

house now occupied by his son Granville.

" Just south of the house was a store where Daniel

B. Cook sold shoes, shirting, sugar, and other gro-

ceries. The building was subsequently removed to

White Street, and is now occupied by Avery Ray-

mond's market.

"Next came the home of Col. Russel White, which

stood on the site of the present residence of his son,

William R. White. Col. White was a prominent hat-

manufacturer.
" Nirum Wildman lived next, in the house now

occupied by his grandson, John W. Wildman.
" Where the residence of Giles M. Hoyt now stands

stood the home of Rev. Ebenezer R. White, grand-

father of William R. White and Ebenezer R. Whit-

tlesey. Between and partly in front of these two

houses stood a small building once the store of Burr

& White, but at this time occupied by the worshipers

in the Sandemanian Church. Previously dissension

had arisen in the body because of the second marriage

of an elder, and the congregation divided.

"Next came the hat-manutactoiy of White Brothers

& Co. It stood near the banks of the Still River, its

site not at present being occupied.

" Across the river, and on the corner of White

Street, stood the giant old home of Benjamin Knapp.
" West Side.—Going back to the north end of the

street and returning on the west side, the first house

was the home of Stephen Ambler, the husband of

Miss Munson. He was the grandfather of 3Irs. A.

A. Heath and 0. P. and W. H. Clark. He did active

work in the wajr. It is said that he and five brothers,

lying down on a thirty-six foot stick of timber, would

just cover its length. His house stood under the hill,

next to the graveyard, and was long since torn down.
" The graveyard itself was then there. It was not

only opened to relieve the Wooster Street grounds,
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but to accommodate the districts of Middle River,

King Street, and Pembroke, whicli then, being spar-

ingly settled, had no burial-place in their district.

" Andrew Akin occupied the house now owned by

George Downs.
" Next to it was the home of Mary Daniels, who

owned property on the other side of the street. The
place is now occupied by V. E. Barnum.

"John Foot, father of Mrs. Ezra Abbott, lived in

the next house.

" Where Abijah Knapp's home is stood Capt. Foot's

hat-shop.

"Adjoining this was a tenement, now owned by

Harmon Knapp.

"Following came the home of Asa Hodge, now
occupied by George W. Hoyt.

" Thaddeus Morehouse lived next north of where

now stands the home of G. E. Cowpertliwait.

" Adjoining was a small tenement, which closed its

existence in a summary and tragic manner. We do

not know who occupied it at the time. It jjerished

in 1836. It was at the time that a strong anti-slave

feeling was exhibited in the North. An Abolitionist

address iu the Baptist cliurch called forth a mob, who
stoned the church, breaking the windows, and threat-

ened the life of the speaker, Rev. Mr. Colver, who
was visiting here. Danbury's trade was then largely

in the South, and it was natural its people should be

in sympathy with that section and averse to anything

calculated to disturb its peace. The family occupy-

ing the tenement Avere strong anti-slavery people, and
had given shelter to runaway slaves. This coming to

the knowledge of our citizens, a number of them
made a descent upon the house in the night-time and

leveled it to the ground. The family escaped.

" The next house was occupied by Knapp Bough-

ton, who distinguished himself by winning for a wife

the young woman Parson Robbins wanted. He was

father of L. H. Boughton. His place ws removed

to make room for the spacious residence of S. H.
Bundle.

" Mr^. Bougliton, mother of Knapp, occupied a

house adjoining his. It was afterwards owned by
Nathaniel Bishojj, and was removed. On the south-

east corner of this lot was a brick building occupied

by Knapp Boughton as a store. It was removed a

long time ago.

"Mrs. Elias Boughton occupied a place where now
stands George C. White's residence.

" The next building stood on the corner of Frank-

lin Street, where Burr Roland now lives. It was

occupied as a hat-finishing shop by Russell and Eli

T. Hoyt.
" On the opposite corner stood the residence of Wil-

liam Cook, who was a prominent member of the

Masonic order. Mrs. William D. Morris' dwelling

now occupies its site. Mr. Cook's house was removed

to Patch Street.

" Next to Mr. Cook lived Starr Nichols, grand-

father of Mr. John Nichols, of Nichols & Hine. He
was a large hat-manufacturer, and an active man in

all enterprises.

" Following this was a tenement. It was taken

down, and the present residence of Judge Lyman D.

Brewster occupies its place.

" Next came the residence of Samuel and William

Tweedy, father and son. Samuel was the grandfather

of Edgar S. Tweedy. They were cutters off of fur,

and their shop stood north and in rear of their

home.

"Adjoining their house was the place of Gershom
Nichols.

" Where Charles H. Merritt's residence now is stood

the house of Capt. Elijah Hoyt, grandfather of Wil-

liam and Albert Hoyt.
" Daniel B. Cook, son of Col. Joseph Piatt Cook,

the soldier of the Revolution, lived where does now
L. P. Hoyt.

" Next to this place was a store occupied by E. M.
White. It was removed to White Street.

" Following was a house belonging to Najah Wild-

man.
" Next south of Najah Wildman stood a house

where A. N. Wildman's residence nOw is.

" On the river-bank stood a mill. It was built in

the last century by Daniel Comstock for a grist-mill,

and occupied by Samuel C. Dibble. Afterwards for

many years it served as a hat-forming factory, and

was owned by Nirum Wildman. To-day the spot has

again become the location of a grist-mill,—that of G.

S. Disbrow. For some years it was used as a mill.

1 There was considerable feeling at one time in the

1
community occasioned by this mill. The occupant

wanted to build a waste-weir to empty into the

stream at a point just below tlie opposite side of the

street, but Mr. Knapp, who lived on the corner and

owned the land, would not give him the right of way.

The only alternative was to tap Mad River just above

its junction with Still River, near to where is the rear

of Nichols & Hine's factory. The plan did not work,

[

however, as the grade did not give sufficient fall to

!

carry off the water. As the grist-mill was a matter of

considerable importance to the people; public senti-

ment took a hand, and Mr. Knapp was induced to

consent to the emptying of the weir in Still River in.

the rear of his house. The mill-building was last oc-

cupied by Holly & AVildraan, wool-hat manufacturers.

It was destroyed by fire in 1868.

" The building on the corner of Elm Street now

owned by H. N. Fanton was at that time the home-

stead of Samuel Tweedy. It has been made into

stores and built on to considerable since then. In its

rear stood a hat-factory occupied by Tweedy & Bene-

dict.

" Between White and Liberty Streets.—There have

been more changes in that portion of Main Street be-

tween these points than in any other part of the

thoroughfare, and far less in Main Street as a whole
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than in any other street, except, perhaps, South

Street.

" In 1815 there were l)iit eight buildings on tlie east

side of Main Street between White and Liberty, where
[

is now an ahnost unbroken bank of business places. !

Tlie space not immediately occupied by these build-

ings was used for gardens and fields, jjrincijially pas-

turage, while that ijortioii in the neighborhood of the

railroad buildings, up as far as White Street, was

swamp. Except in front of the buildings the wall

the length of the block was a stone fence. Mullein,

dock, milk-weed, and brambles were consiiicuous pro-

ducts.

" The first building, passing down the street, was a

small brown tenement.
" Close to it was the dwelling of Mrs. Betsey Bene-

dict. It stood where is now Schoppaul's bakery.

She owned a store-building, which was next in order,

and was then rented by Irel Ambler. Previously, Eli

T. Hoyt and his bi'other Russel occuj^ied it. It stood

where is now the station of the Danbury and Nor-

walk Railway.
" There was no other structure until the dwelling

of Lemuel W. Benedict was reached. It stood where

is now the house occupied by David Pearce.
" Mr. Benedict's neighbor on the south was Samuel

H. Phillips. Near his house was a little store run by
Mr. Phillips. The same building now stands. It be-

longs to the estate of the late Sturges Selleck, and is

now occupied by Mrs. M. Harris. Mr. Phillips was a

well-known character. He was deputy postmaster of

Danbury, and kept the office in his store. Conse-

quently, his place was a resort for the various lumin-

aries, and Mr. Phillips perhaps heard more men-
dacity than any other citizen of Danbury. He was
a quiet man, of a studious turn, and, having a well-

balanced mind, was rarely surprised into states of un-
due feeling. One day a woman apparently very

anxious for a letter came in and gave her name.
There was nothing for her.

" ' I wish you'd look again,' said she, ' for I'm sure

there must be a letter here for me.'
" He complied, carefully going over the stock-in-

hand.
"

' There is no letter here,' he said.
"

' Well, that's strange,' she muttered. ' I was sure

it must be here. When do you suppose I'll get one?'

History does not give his answer.
" Another well-known resident was the next neigh-

bor to Postmaster Phillips. He was Eli Mygatt, a

heavy gentleman in knee-breeches. His dwelling

stood where is now Baldwin Bros.' drug-store, and just

south of it he kept a drug-store himself. There must
be something in the locality favorable to the existence

of the drug-business, as it has been used for that pur-

pose by different parties since the day Uncle Eli be-

gan his enterprise. Both his residence and his store

have long since passed away. Uncle Eli had charge

of the Franklin Library, as it was kept in his store.

He did not do an extensive business, and made no

effort to.

"On the corner of Main and Liberty Streets, wlicre

now stands Benedict & Nichols' Block, lived Mathew

Curtis. Mr. Curtis was a butcher, and had his slaugh-

ter quite convenient, it being on Liberty Street, in the

rear of his house, and where now stands the Disciples'

church. Mr. Curtis did not have a market: no one

did in that day. He followed the course lately re-

vived by Orrin Lessey, of selling his meat entirely

from a wagon. The slaughter was a favorite resort

for the boys of that day, who are now gray-headed

men, and it was also a place frequented by frugal

housewives of very limited means, where a sheep's-

head or pluck could be got for a mere song, and a

whole beef's liver for two or three pennies.

" West Side.—On the corner of Elm Street, the

premises now owned by J. S. Taylor, stood the tavern

of Dr. Jabez Starr, a prominent Revolutionist. Dr.

Starr's swinging sign bore the simple inscription

' The Inn.' It was the headquarters on training-days

of the ujj-town military companies, which consisted

of a cavalry and an infantry organization. The in-

fantry used to parade in the square fronting the tavern.

On one of these occasions—in 1812, we believe—

a

corporal was to be elected. It appears that the ladies,

who favored the military, had the privilege of select-

ing the candidate for this honor. Their suffrage wa.s

given in behalf of a blushing youth from Great Plain

District, then eighteen years old. On his election be-

ing announced, it was incumbent on him to step to

the front and pledge himself to faithfully perform the

duties of the office. The ladies were assembled in

front of the residence of Samuel Tweedy, on the oppo-

site corner, and the youth, in making his acknowledg-

ment, was obliged to face them,—an ordeal that very

nearly prostrated him, but he got through with it.

The eighteen-year-old boy was Deacon Eli T. Hoyt.
" Peck & Wildman's grocery was then an unjire-

tentious dwelling, little dreaming of the glory it w'as

in time to ripen into, with a gorgeous landscape as a

forepiece.

" The dwelling and church in the lane, both the

projierty of the Sandemanian Society, were standing

then.

"The St. George Tavern, now the i^roperty of Mrs.

Urana Barnum, was then occupied by her father,

William Dobbs. Long before the period of which we
write it had ceased to be a hostelry.

"Next in order was the residence of Moses Hatch,

—

or Judge Hatch, as he was called. It is now owned
by his grandson, Alexander Wildman, and is unoccu-

pied. He had an office built on the street-line, and

now moved to rear of the post-office building. Moses
Hatch was a prominent member of the bar. He de-

fended Amos Adams, a negro executed in Danbury iu

1817 for rape. Mr. Hatch died at the early age of

forty-one, at the threshold of what promised to be a
I brilliant career.
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"The residence of the venerable E. Moss White

stood where is now the library building reared by the
;

liberality and public spirit of his sons. He was both
j

a successful farmer and merchant of Danbury, a man
well known, thoroughly trusted, and sincerely re- '

spected by his fellow-townsmen. The old homestead

became the residence of the late Col. N. L. White,

and after he vacated it it was used by the library as-

sociation until the present building was started, when
it was moved to Library Place, where it now stands.

" Benajah Starr occujiied the present residence of

Hon. Roger Averill.

" Next to him lived Deacon Thomas Tucker, grand-

father of the late Col. White. It is now the residence

of Mrs. George W. Ives.

" Next came the residence of Asel Benedict, grand-

father of the Benedict Brothers, shoe-dealers. The
present residence of Edgar A. Benedict occupies its

site.

"Mrs. Huldali Starr's house followed. Her prem-

ises took in the corner of West Street. The dwelling

and lot were bought in 1864 by J. S. Taylor, who
built up the present block of stores and tenements.

The old homestead is among these, but its identity is

completely lost.

From Liberty Street to the Court-House.—Maj. Seth

Comstock lived in a substantial residence on the corner

of Liberty Street. He was a merchant, and had a

store just south of his dwelling. Maj. Comstock was

a man in good circumstances, and once in his life

created quite a sensation in the community. He had

a son doing business in New York City. The sou

was to be married, and desired the ceremony to take

place in his father's home. He sent word to that

effect, directing his father to fix up the place in the

best possible style, and he would make good the ex-

pense. The major accordingly proceeded to make
the homestead into a wedding-bower. Carpenters,

painters, and upholsterers were set to work, and for

days the transformation went on. Summer-houses,

arbors, and grottos were put up in the garden. The
entire front of the house was changed by elaborate

additions jalaced ther.eon, and the premises blossomed

into the apj^earance of a small paradise. The place

was daily visited by Danbury people, who were filled

with pride and admiration as they viewed it. Even
abroad went the fame of the change, and people from

neighboring towns came to see the Comstock palace.

The transformation was all the talk of the day and

supplanted every other subject. The wedding was in

keeping with the preparation therefor, and filled the

street in the neighborhood with curious people.

"Among those who came from out of town was a

young man hailing from the extremely rural district

of Wolfpits, below Bethel. He was barefooted and

timid. He had heard of the grand house and the

beautiful garden, and he wanted so much to see them

that he walked to Danbury for that purpose. But

when he got here and saw how grand was the place

he dared not step on the premises. More than that,

he feared to go on the same side of the street, but

kept on the opposite side. Even at that he shrunk

from stopping in front of the place, so timid was this

' rural lad. He walked slowly up the street and then

back again, feasting his eyes upon the architectural

magnificence and bucking against numerous people

in his eagerness to look alone at the house. That was
fifty years ago, and the barefooted farm-boy so over-

come by the display that he dared not stop in front of

it is Mr. Charles Hull and the j^resent owner of the

property.

"The transformation of the place into a bridal-

bower cost a number of thousand dollars. In the

place of the residence and his store stands Mr. Hull's

block of business places.

" Rachel Barnum's dwelling came next. It stood

where is now Almon Judd's store and home.

.
" Next came the residence of Friend Starr, father

of Charles F. Starr, and now occupied by the latter.

Mr. Starr had a shoe-store where the Pahquioque

Bank now is. The following anecdote is related of

Charles F. Starr when he was a boy : One of his

duties was to go to the pasture and bring home the

cows. He rode a horse for this j)urpose, and, being

of a social turn, generally came home with several

playmates perched on the animal behind him. In

fact, the horse was full of boys. Old Mr. Starr got

out of patience, finally, with making an omnibus of

the steed, and he told Charles one day that if he came
home at night with any boys behind him on the horse

he would severely punish him. When the cows came
in that evening, there was the horse as fall of boys as

ever. But every mother's son of them was in front of

Charles. That conscientious youth was poised well

back on the animal's rump. His father gave up the

point.

" Where Martin H. Griffing's residence now is lived

Zalmon Wildman, father of Hon. F. S. Wildman.

Just north of his house was a small hat-finishing shop,

and on the south was a store. The dwelling was re-

moved to the rear, on East Liberty Street, where it is

used as a tenement.
" The Pahquioque Hotel was then a private resi-

dence, and was occupied by Elijah Sanford, grand-

father of Librarian C. H. Sanford. He had a saddlery

at the north end of the building. In company with

Friend Starr he conducted a tannery, which stood on

Liberty Street, at the junction of Railway Avenue.

"Abel B. Blackman lived in the house now occu-

pied by the family of the late Lyman Keeler. Mr.

Blackman was a shoemaker, and had his shop on the

north side of his house.

" David Foot's house stood on the site occupied by

Dr. W. F. Lacey. Mr. Foot was a tailor. His shop

stood in the southwest corner of his door-yard, where

is now the doctor's drive-way entrance. Mr. Foot was

a prominent man in that day, and was for many years

a trying justice of the peace.
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"Benjamin Smith lived where is now the rewidence

of Samuel Stebbins.

" His neighbor on the south was Horace Bull. He
lived where now stands St. Peter's church. His house

was removed to the since-opened Centre Street, and is

now the parsonage of St. Peter's church. He was the

father of the children's great friend, Miss Mary Bull.

Mr. Bull was a tailor. He was also a noted singer,

and for over thirty years was the chorister of the

First Congregational Church. Pie was the first milk-

peddler Danbury had, peddling on the street from a

cart and ringing a bell at the customer's door. This

was in 1850, we think. Up to that time people bought

their milk from neighbors who owned a cow, sending

the children for it; and at this time every fourth

family had its cow. A ti'ibute to Mr. Bull's musical

talent was a remark Judge Dutton, then of the Su-

perior Court, made when in Danbury. He said, 'I

heard Mr. Bull ring his bell this morning, and there

was really music in it.' Mr. Bull's sales amounted to

about forty quarts a day.

" There was no house between his place and what

is now the Turner House, but was then a tavern kept

by David Wood. The land lying between, and run-

ning clear back to Town Hill Street, was a vacant lot,

boggy at the front with meadow at the rear. This

piece belonged to the First Congregational Society,

and the use of it was given to the pastor.

" Joseph Moss White, father of Col. E. Moss White,

lived where is now the G. F. Bailey homestead.

Mr. White was a surveyor, and held a county ofSce

as such.

"Maj. Comstock's store was an important centre of

business aside from its traffic in merchandise. In the

day of which we write there was no bank here, and

the only means of exchange was through an agency

of a distant bank. The Phoenix Bank, of Hartford,

had a branch in Litchfield, and Mr. Comstock was its

agent here. Twice a week the stage plying between

Norwalk and Litchfield passed through Danbury and

took up the money and bills collected by agent Com-
stock and carried them to Litchfield. The major did

a business also in iron-ore. This was received from

the mines at Brewster and piled up on the ground in

rear of his place. Mr. Hull has frequently found

pieces of this ore in excavating on the premises.

"Where now stands the store long occupied by the

late Samuel Stebbins stood a shoe-shop, which as

early as 1805 was occupied by Col. Ebenezer D. Starr.

" Zalmon Wildman, who lived where now stands

the residence of M. H. Griffing, was a prominent man
in the history of the town. He was appointed post-

master in 1805, and held the office for a })eriod of

thirty years, when he resigned the position on being-

elected to Congress. This election occurred in the

spring of 1835. In the winter following he died.

Mr. Phillips was Mr. Wildman's deputy, and to him
Mr. Wildman gave the income from the office.

"From West to Woosfer Streets.—The first building-

was a small one, and stood on the corner. Next to it

was a store. Both structures stood wlicre is now the

garden of Mr. F. S. Wildman. TJie first wa,s used for

various purposes. Early in the century it was used

as a comb-shop by Green & Barnum until 1815; after

that it was occupied by a party named Leggett for

fur-cutting. It also was used as a barber-shop, a

school, and a stone-cutting-shoj). Subsequently, Wil-

liam Gray used it as a tailor-sliop. It now stands on

the Danbury and Norwalk liailway line, opposite the

freight-depot, where it is occupied as a tenement.

The store was built in 1800 by Col. Timothy Taylor,

who occupied it. In 1818 it was rented by Amos and
Samuel Stebbins, who did business there until 1839,

when the building was torn down. Amos died some
years before this, and the business was conducted by
his brother Samuel. When this place was removed,

Mr. Wildman put up the building across the way,

where the late Samuel Stebbins did business until his

death.

" Next to the store, and where is now the Metho-

dist parsonage, stood the home of Alanson Hamlin.

He was a lawyer.

" Between this and where is now Mrs. Amos Steb-

bins' residence there was no building. It was an open

meadow with a pond at the front. In 1830 or there-

about Thomas T. Whittlesey put iip two buildings

where now stands the Baptist church. One of these

was built for a conference-room for the First Congre-

gational Society. In 1838 it was occuj^ied by Bene-

dict & Nichols, who remained there until 1842, when
they took the building now occupied by Almon Judd.

In 1852 they built on the corner of Liberty Street,

which they now own. After they vacated the confer-

ence-building it was bought by Judge Homer Peters,

who removed it to the foot of Liberty Street, where

he now occupies it. The other building was used at

one time for the jjublication of the Danbury Recorder^

It stood on part of the ground now occupied by the

Baptist church, and when it was built the building

was moved south, where it still stands.

" West Side.—Where the house of Mrs. Amos Steb-

bins stands stood at the beginning of the century a

house occupied by Dr. Daniel Comstock. He was
the physician of the village then, and a man of con-

siderable mental attainments. There was an addition

to the house in which, from 1812 to 1815 or there-

about, was published a paper by Nathaniel Skinner.

In the last-named year he removed his office to

Bridgeport.

"The next house was the house of Maj. Ezra Starr,

who distinguished himself in the Eevolution. It was
built on the site of the one burned by Tryon's trooi>s.

In 1830 the property came into the possession of Starr

Nichols, who moved back the major's house and built

the one now owned and occupied by Hon. D. P.

Nichols. Maj. Starr had a large familv, but none of

its members have a residence in Danbury now.

"The next house was occupied by Col. Elias Stan-,
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and is now the residence of Edward Allen. The

colonel was a teacher, and his school (private) was

in the next building, now a tenement, and twenty

years ago occupied by L. H. Boughton as a shoe-

store.

"There was no other building until near the corner

of Wooster Street, where stood the 'Academy,' a

public school of the higher order. It is now a tene-

ment belonging to St. Peter's parish, and adjoins on

the north Vaughn & O'Brien's carriage-factory (the

old church). For many years the lamented Irwin

taught there, and a number of our gray-haired citi-

zens drank in knowledge at that fountain.

"East Side.—The present court-house was built in

1823-24. Its predecessor was a box-shaped affair

of two stories, with a little chunked cupola on its

xoof. The first floor was used for some time as a

place of worship for the Universalists and until they

built the structure across the way that in later years

became the church of St. Peter's parish. In front

of the old court-house stood the whipping-post and

stocks, and both institutions passed away with the

building. Tlie stocks fell into disuse a long time

before the whipping-post was abolished. Whippings

were frequent in the early days of the century. The

punishment was inflicted by justices' decisions as well

as by court decrees, although much lighter in the

former cases. The whipping was generally done by

the deputy sheriff. The late Aaron Seeley and Samuel

Wildman as deputy sheriffs, and Levi Starr as con-

stable, presided at the post.

" The principal whipping-day was that which fol-

lowed the close of the court session. The victims

were relieved of their upper clothes in the jail. Then

a blanket was placed over their bodies, and they were

marched across the street to the post. The prisoner's

hands were tied about the post above his head, the

blanket removed, and his suspenders let down. Then

the sheriff took position with the whip, carefully

measuring the distance so the lash would just lay

across the back in the stroke and not lap around the

side. The number of blows adjudged the culprit,

varying from five to twenty-five, were then adminis-

tered. Blood was rarely drawn by the lash, but the

stroke made heavy marks. These were red on the

backs of white persons, and white on the persons of

negroes. The whipping over, the victim's suspenders

were put up, the blanket replaced over his back, and

he was taken back to jail. There were cases where

the hands were not tied to the post, but simply clasjied

to it. The whippings were conducted in public, but

were not largely attended, there being but few present

to witness the performance, and those being mostly

young boys and idlers.

" The last known case of whipping in this section

was in Brookfield. The victim was a Danbury man.

There was a reunion in Brookfield of the veterans of

the war of 1812-14, and the attendance from neigh-

boring towns was quite large. The village store, which

sold New England rum as well as other groceries, was
doing an immense business. There were two open-

ings in the counter above the money-drawer,—one for

silver, and the other for bills. "When the money was
received it was put through these openings. The
Danbury man (whose name it is not necessary to men-
tion) lounged about on the counter, a most innocent-

looking i^arty. He had in his possession a bit of stick

with tar on the end of it. When the merchant and

his assistants ran to the door to look at the doings

outside, he would push the stick down into the open-

ing for bills, and by the help of the adhesive tar

would draw up one. At night the merchant discov-

ered the loss. The Danbury man who had lounged

on the counter was suspected. He was followed to

Danbury, arrested, and the money with tar-marks

found in his possession. He was taken to Brookfield,

confessed his crime, and was ijublicly and severely

whipped.
" West Side.—The present handsome jail-building

was erected in 1872. Its predecessor was of stone,

and was built in 1830. The building before that was

a frame structure with barred windows, out of which

a modern housebreaker would have made his exit in

less tlian no time.

" There was no building between the jail and the

present estate of the late Aaron Seeley. The ' saddle-

factory' was not built until 1836. At the time it was

put up it was considerable of a building, and its busi-

ness bade fair to be an extensive industry. It was

occupied by Elias S. Sanford and William B. Fry in

the manufacture of saddles and harness. The firm

had a store in New Orleans. The manufacture was

carried on for about four years, when the failure of

the firm broke up the business. In 1840, or there-

abouts. Stone & Wadhems rented the front of the

building for a store, and remained there three or four

years. James S. Taylor and his brother Granville

did business there after that, and when they left the

building became a tenement. Several years ago the

greater part of it was destroyed by fire.

" The store on the Seeley estate stood where is now
the residence. It was at one time occupied by Amos
and Samuel Stebbins.

" Next to that was a tavern built of brick. It is

now the residence of Mrs. George Meeker. The tav-

ern was built by Maj. Whiting at the close of the last

century. Henry S. Whiting, a son of the builder,

kept the tavern until 1816, or thereabouts, when the

late Aaron Seeley became its host, and remained in

charge some fourteen years. The hotel was a popular

resort, and a stopping-place for the stages that ran

from New York to Litchfield. In those days its capa-

cious yard and stabling were the scene of much activ-

ity. Henry Whiting went to Herkimer, N. Y., from

Danbury, engaged there in the tavern business, and
died there. There is none of the family in Dan-
bury.

" The house next to the tavern, and now known as
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the Bedient place, was, until 1830, occupied by two

brothers, Darius and John Starr.

" The next building stood where Jaines Doran now
lives. It was occupied by Nathaniel Wood, who was

a shoemaker and had a shop in his yard.

" Just nortli of William H. Clark's residence, and

on his property, is a brick dwelling which was built

by Fairchild Wildman, who kept a store there for

many years, and it was also occupied by Warden
Clark and Nelson Crane for this purpose. In 1865 it

was converted into a dwelling. On its site stood a

building owned by Zachariah Griswold, who occupied

it about 1820 for a suspender-manufactory. It was

not a successful venture, although Mr. Griswold did

quite a business at one time.

"The present residence of Mr. Clark dates back

from the last century. At one time in the last decade

of the eighteenth century a room in it was used as the

office of the village pajier, and the building itself was
the dwelling of one of the proinietors. Mr. Clark

retains a door in which are the nails that held the

various prints which it was once customary to tack

on the printing-office door. For many years the

place belonged to Hiram Barnes, the famous stage-

man, and from its gates his four-in-hands have gal-

lantly trotted, to the great delight of the village

youth.

"The house now occupied by Charles H. Hoyt was
long the residence of Everett Ames, grandfather of

Mrs. Hoyt. At the beginning of the century it was

occupied by Joshua Benedict, who was a saddle-man-

ufacturer and made saddles in the building.

" His neighbor on the south, and in the house now
occupied by Charles Bigelow, was Dr. Daniel M. Car-

rington. Mr. Carrington had an addition to his resi-

dence in which he disiDcnsed drugs, and which busi-

ness gave him the title of 'Doctor.' Dr. Carrington

was a prominent citizen, and was several times sent

to the Legislature.

" In the time of which we write Town Hill Avenue
had but three houses. It was not an avenue then,

but simply a lane, running around from Liberty

Street, as it does now, and connecting with South
Street. It was then commonly known as ' Niggers'

Lane,' although the hill itself bore its present name.
Why it was called Town Hill we do not know. Per-

haps because there was no town on it, nor any likely

to be.

" One of the three houses was owned and occupied

by Agur Hoyt, father-in-law of the venerable Amos
Morris. He lived on the east side of the street, where
I. W. Stillman's house now stands.

" There was a low-browed house which stood across

the way. It was occupied by Aunt Liz Henry. Aunt
Liz was an aged maiden, of decrepit form, popularly

supposed to be a witch, although no more direct evi-

dence of this than mere surmise hatched from the

brain of the superstitious was ever laid at her dingy

door. Her house stood where Lawrence Smith now >

14

lives, and a part of it is, we believe, incorporated in

his building.

"Near to where Turner Street now intersects Town
Hill Avenue stood a building occupied by a negro

named Peter Htockl)ri<lge. It is reniarkat>]e what a

great rnatter a little fire kindh-th. As near as we can

get at it, the disagreeai)ie name of the lane came from

this single family of colored people. Peter was a

prolific man, and he had a large family of interesting

children. He was commonly known among the peo-

I)le of that day as Peter Goathead.

"There were no more buildings until the foot of

Liberty Street was reached. There, where i.s now
Railway Avenue, stood the extensive tannery of Starr

& Sanford. Of both of these men we have already

sjjoken. The business of the tanner, like that of the

fuller, has concentrated at prominent centres since

that day. Then tanneries and fulling-shops were

distributed throughout the land, Dan})ury having sev-

eral of each. The Starr & Sanford tannery, with its

vats and bark-buildings, extended almost to where is

now the railway-track.

" The only dwelling on Liberty Street then was oc-

cupied by Mrs. Betsey Starr, widow of Col. E))enezer

Dibble Starr, who was a shoemaker. He died in

1816. It stood where is now Burr Rockwell's place.

WEST STREET.

" North Side.—The first house was the dwelling of

Elijah Gregory, where L. S. Benedict now lives. He
was a blacksmith, and had his shop in one corner of

the yard. Mr. Gregory was a somewhat prominent

man, and was sent to the Legislature. The house

was a large frame building. It now stands on George

Street, where it has become a tenement.
" The next house was that in which John Fry lived,

and where now stands Dr. W. H. Rider's residence.

He was a hat-manufacturer, and had his shop on the

jjremises. Prior to his occupancy Benedict Gregory

owned the premises. This was in 1812. In 1827,

Fry, Gregory & Co. occuiiied the shop. After this

Mr. Gregory went to Dayton, Ohio, where he died.

Ohio, and especially Dayton, called away a number
of i)eople from Danbury in the first yeai-s of the

present century.

"Next came the place of Ezra Gregory, grand-

father of Mr. L. P. Hoyt. He lived where C. H.
Reed now does, and had a small tannery in the rear

of his house. He was a shoemaker.

"Next to him was the home of Uncle Mathew
Gregorj', now occupied by the family of the late

Ephraim Gregory ; he was a farmer. " Between the

two places is now New Street. "This street was opened

mainly through 'the exertions of Thomas T. Whittle-

sey, and it was named after him, but the mxnu^ was

subsequently changed by a borough-meeting.
" Nathan Gregory lived where is now the large

double house owned by Mrs. Charles Benedict. He
was a fuller of cloth, and the buildings used for
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fulling stood on the premises. The manufacture of

cloth in those days was strictly a domestic industry.

The wool or flax (linen) was bought of the stores.

The housewife spun it into threads on her spinning-

wheels. It was then woven into cloth, and after that

taken to the fuller, who dressed and colored it. The
process was something similar to the making of rag

carpets in a later day. There are fine linen sheets

preserved in Danbury to-day Avhich were made from

the flax seventy years ago.

" Rev. Israel Ward owned the place now occupied

by Uncle Ira Dibble. He was the pastor of the First

Congregational Church, and lies buried in the Wooster

cemeteiy. He died in 1812. After his death the

house passed into the jjossession of Samuel Dibble,

the father of the present occupant. He was a miller,

and his first mill was on Main Street. His second

and last mill stood where is now White's fur-factory,

on Beaver Street. Mr. Dibble was ' always noted for

taking honest toll.' In those days people got their

flour princiijally from the mills, buying or raising the

grain and giving a portion of it to the miller for

grinding. Rye-flour was the staple, although corn-

meal was considerably used. Benjamin Knapp, who
figured as a caterer to several of Tryon's officers, was

remarkably fond of Indian meal, and it was said of

him that a pudding of that meal graced his dinner-

table every day in the year. Wheat was not a com-

mon grain then, and its flour was used principally for

pie-crust and the finer grades of pastry.

"The remaining house on that side of the street

was occupied by Caleb Starr, grandfather of Charles

F. Starr and Mrs. F. S. Wildman. His house stands '

at the junction of Harmony Street with West. He
was a farmer, and owned a great deal of land.

"South Side.—Col. Taylor, merchant, lived where

now stands the residence of Mr. F. S. Wildman. It

was a story-and-a-half house, of double pattern, and

had a long sloping roof, although the roof did not

run so near the ground as was common in the houses

of that day. Subsequently the house passed into the

possession of Seymour Wildman, uncle of Frederick.

The latter tore it down in 1842, and built his present

place. Before this the old house was occupied by

several families. Judge Reuben Booth lived there at

one time, and Miss Eunice Seeley kept a school there

for young women. She subsequently moved to Ro-

chester, where she died. There was no other house

until that of Andrew Beers was reached. He lived

where Charles Hull does now. Mr. Beers was a

delver in astronomy and a prominent cultivator of

weather. For several years he prepared an accept-

able almanac, which had a circulation throughout the

United States. Andrew Beers (Philom) was a familiar

address to many families. His almanac was the origin '

of the ' Middlebrooks.' A remark attributed to him
[

and in general currency seventy years ago was the
|

information that ' grass wouldn't start to grow until

thunder shook the earth.' i

" Mr. Beers lies buried in the old Episcopal church-

yard, in South Street. There is the following inscrip-

tion on his headstone

:

" ' In Memory of

Andrew Beers, Esq.,

Boru in Newtown,

August 10, 1749,

Died in Danbury,

Sept. 20, 1824,.

75 years, 1 month.

Life and the grave

Two different lessons give:

Life teaches how to die.

Death how to live.'

"The next house was that of Joseph Benedict, who
was a tailor. His house stood where now S. A. Bar-

num lives. It was moved back on George Street,

where it still stands.

" Next came the dwelling of Joseph Hoyt Gregory,

where Allen McDonald now lives. Mr. Gregory was

a hatter, and had his factory by his house. He
moved to Indiana in 1830, and thei'e died.

" Farther on, and where now stands L. Wildman's

place, lived Abial Phillips. Samuel Dibble lived

there before he bought the Ward place. The house

was removed years ago. Division Street was then an

open road containing no dwellings.

"The last house on West Street stands there now,

close to the jjond. Sixty years ago it was occupied

by Ezra Boughton ; it now belongs to Mr. A. M.
White. Mr. Boughton was a dresser of cloth, and

had his works by his home.

"The house owned and occupied by William H.

Clark was once owned by Stiles Nichols, and the

paper printed in the building was the Republican

Farmer, which at one time was published by Mr.

Nichols.

" David Wood owned the house now occupied by

George B. Benjamin, Jr. Sixty years ago it was a

tavern under his management. He subsequently

kept the tavern where now stands the Turner House.
" Next to his place were the dwelling and hat-

factory of Ezra Wildman. The house is now occu-

pied by Berlin St. John. The hat-shop is a tenement.
" Next was the dwelling of Miss Ann Bennett.

" Following it came the residence of Eliakim

Peck, father of S. S. Peck. It still stands. Mr. Peck

was a blacksmith, and his shop stood on the corner

where is now the old Episcopal church tenement. He
was a strong Episcopalian, a man of marked hospita-

ble traits, and his shop and home were the resort of

people fond of entertainment and given to discussion.

In those days there were no fires in churches, and the

worshipers in the Episcopal church (then on South

Street) used to go to Mr. Peck's home Sundays, be-

j

tween service, to get warm."

j

MAIN STREET.

I

"East Side.—The first building on the south of the

court-house was the dwelling of Jesse Skellinger.

1 He had a carriage-shop next to it. The place was
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subsequently occupied by John Rider, father of

George E. Rider. Tlic carriiigc-factory is gone. The

residence is at present occupied by Dr. S. G. Griffin.

" Next to it was a small building owned and occu-

pied as a silversmith-shop by John S. Blackman,

father of F. S. Blackman. Tlie building, in an en-

larged form, is still used for this puri^ose, and is con-

ducted by the son. The senior's wares were of the

genuine metal, without douljt, and many of the

spoons he sold sixty years ago with his name upon

them are now in the possession of the older families.

His dwelling is now the proj^erty and home of Fred

Tweedy.

"Next came the residence of Matthew B. Whittle-

sey, father of E. B. Whittlesey, and the site is now
occupied by him. Mr. Whittlesey was a lawyer.

" The present dwelling of George Bates, which

comes next, was the i>roperty of E. S. Sanford, the

tanner, who had a shoe-shop there.

"Next came a dwelling, whose occupant's name we

do not know. It still stands.

" Capt. John Rider lived where now George St.

John resides.

"Samuel AVildman and Fairchild, his son, lived in

the house occupied by Samuel C. Wildman, son of the

latter.

"The store and dwelling of John Dodd came next.

It is now the property of Mrs. Edwin Taylor and Mrs.

William H. Rider.

" Following this was the house of Epaphras W.
Bull, a promising young lawyer, who went to Ohio in

1810, to grow up with the great West, and shortly after

died there of a fever. The house was later owned

by Curtis Clark, and is now owned by Mr. Murphy.
" Capt. James Clark owned a small dwelling next

south, which is at present the property of Patrick

Burke.
" Following this was the residence of Philo Cal-

houn, father of the pi'esident of the Fourth National

Bank in New York City.

"Next came the McLean place, a Revolutionary

house, which still stands.

" On the corner of South Street, in the yard of the

house occupied by the late Charles Rider, stood, fifty

or more years ago, a store kept by a man named Gris-

wold. It was burned down, and was not rebuilt."

SOUTH STREET.

"South Side.—The most i^rominent house on the

street then, because in full view of Main Street, was

the residence of Daniel Taylor at the beginning of

the century. Mr. Taylor was a hatter. The house

was a relic of the Revolution. It is now occupied by

Myron Clark, and has changed but little in the past

century.

"Going south, the dwelling of Eliakim Benedict,

farmer, came next. It still stands.

" Third was a small dwelling, which is at present

occupied by Reuben Tom2:)kins.

" Following was another small dwelling, the name

of whose occupant we do not know. It belongs to the

estate of E. S. (iriffin, and adjoining was the home of

E. S. Griffin, who recently died at an advanced age.

"West of Samuel Brunker's place was the dwelling

of Comfort Hoyt, who was a farmer.

" Beyond that was meadow-land until wliere is

now the home of Mrs. A. N. Sharp. Then stood the

residence of Walter Dibble, farmer.

" On the corner of the street leading to Stephen

Bates' place and Coalpit Hill road stood a house

occupied by Thomas Flynn, which was torn down.

"Next came the home of Harry Taylor, which

stood a short distance east of. the house occupied by

his grandson, Charles Taylor. Mr. Taylor was a

farmer.

" His next neighbor was Lemuel Taylor and next

to him was Joel Stone, who did not appear to have

any particular occupation, but at one time carried

the mail between Danl)ury and New Haven.
" North Side, going west.—Capt. Ezra Diljble lived

where is now the residence of Stephen Bates. He
was grandfather to Miss Mary Bull. He Avas a large

farmer, and owned nearly all the land in that neigh-

borhood. He was noted for his generous lielj) of the

needy.
" There was no other house until the place of Amos

Hoyt was reached. He was a tanner and shoemaker

and a deacon. The widow of his grandson, E. C.

Hoyt, now occupies the place.

"The present home of Ira Morse was then occu-

pied by Capt. Peter Starr, grandfather of Mrs. Morse.

He was a blacksmith and a prominent citizen of that

day.

" East of Capt. Starr's i^lace M-as the residence

(since removed) of Daniel Frost.

"The old Dibble house came next. It was built

before the Revolution, and became famous in local

history as the house where Wooster died.

" Next came the home of Wm. Chapel. He was a

cabinet-maker, and carried on a small business. His
place is now the property of Mrs. Roff.

" No other building occupied the interval between

his place and the old Episcopal church which stood

in the west end of the present graveyard, which was
its churchyard. The South Centre District school

stood close by, as at present.

" Deer Hill Avenue was a lane then. It was not

one-half the width it is now, and the most travel was
done by farm-teams and cattle. The only house in

its entire length was occupied by Munson Gregory.

It stood where E. A. Housman now lives, and was
torn down some years ago. Rev. William Andrews
lived here duriilg his pastorate of the Fii-st Church.

" Wooster Street was not considered a street, but a

road. It had no house until that of Eli Jarvis was
reached. It still stands, and is owned by George E.

Rider. Nearly o{)posite lived Eli Wildman, a farmer.

The place is now owneil by Wilson Small.
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" Lovers' Lane contained one house,—a small one.

It stood near to where is now Beach Wilson's place.

Lovers' Lane was a popular name for this road many
years ago, and everybody in Danbury knew of it.

As late as twenty years ago a good part of it was

shaded by overhanging branches. It is not now a

walk for the sentimental, and perhaps not more than

half of our citizens know where it is.

" The house now owned by Mrs. B. Crofut, on the

Mountainville Road, was in that day occupied by

Benj. Griffin.

"There were but three houses on White Street.

White Street runs through a section called Barren

Plain. It took this title from its sandy soil, which

was not fit to cultivate. The bridge over the Still

River, although generally known as the White Street

Bridge, is yet called by many, especially older citi-

zens, ' Bar'n Plain Bridge.'

" There were no dwellings on the north side of the

street, unless we count the place of Mr. Kuapp, cor-

ner of Main Street. On the south side the first house

was a small dwelling, owned by Abel B. Gregory, who
was a farmer. It is now occupied by Michael Zieg-

ler, and stands on the corner of Canal Street.

" Next came the large house of Noah Knapp, son

of Benjamin Knapp. It is supposed to have beeii

built on the close of the war, if not before it. Noah
was a farmer. The jjlace is now the property of Jo-

seph Bell.

" There was no other dwelling on the road until

where is now Nursery Avenue. A large dwelling,

the jjroperty of Zalmon Wiklman, father of Fred-

erick S., stood there."

ELM STREET.

"At the east end of this street, on the north side,

the first house was the dwelling of Zelotes Robinson.

He was a butcher, and began the peddling business

with a wheelbarrow. He was among the first peddlers

of meat in Danbury. Alvin Hurd also lived there.

He was a hat-manufacturer. The house stood where

is n9w Darius Stevens' place. Mr. Kurd's factory

stood on the river, where Conductor A. Pulling lives.

" On the corner of River Street was the next house.

It was occupied by Dorastus Green, a laborer.

"On the south side there were but two buildings.

One of them was the dwelling of Rory Starr, father

of George Starr, the present occupant. The other

was his shop, and is now Daniel Starr's box-shop.

Mr. Starr was a builder, and a very extensive one,

too. He did most of the building in those days,

when houses with their gable-end to the street began

to make their aj^pearance here. Many of our older

substantial residences were constructed by Mr. Starr,

the most conspicuous being the residence of Mr. F.

S. Wildman, which we believe was the last he put up.

Mr. Starr was elected to the Legislature, serving in

both the House and the Senate. He was a Metho-

dist, and an active member of the local church.

"That portion of Elm Street which runs over

Rabbit Hill contained but four houses. These were

small, and it is not known who occupied them. Two
of them were tenements, belonging to Col. Russel

White. One of them is now occupied by John and
Charles Meeder. Another stood where F. McCready
lives, and the other is G. S. Disbrow's.

" In one of these houses lived a man who was noted

in the village as shiftless and improvident. He was

a wagoner by profession, but scarcely by practice.

His wife was entirely opposite in nature. She was

both industrious and frugal, and, like such people,

had an ambition. Hers was to have a home of her

own, or a homestead, as she termed it. Her want

was frequently, if not daily, j^resented to her hus-

band. Finally, becoming impatient with her de-

mand, he told her one day,

—

"'My dear, I would get you a homestead in a

minute if I had anywhere to put it.'

" This covered the subject completely, and the poor

woman never again put in her petition for a home-

stead.

" Rabbit Hill was thus called because its gravel

pits and clumps of brush w'ere the home of that

animal.
" Gallows Hill is the mass of rock at the head

of the street, near the pond."

EIVEE STREET.

" The classical name of River Street, in the early

days of the town's history, was Pumpkin Ground.

The hill which skirts its west side was in spots de-

voted to the culture of that plain-looking but excel-

lent vegetable.

" River Street was a mere lane, and ran to the east

of its present location. Dorastus Green's house,

which stood on the corner of Elm, had a well within

eight feet of the front door. The present roadway

now covers the well. Rabbit Hill was so steep in

that day that a half-cord of wood was about all a

team could haul up it. Mr. Green's house sat perched

upon a high bank. The street was opened by Col.

Russel White for the convenience of his factory busi-

ness. A good part of the hill on the west side be-

longed to Rory Starr. The house now occupied by

the venerable widow of Monmouth Lyon stood there

then.

"Richard Lovelace, who was a miller, lived oppo-

site S. C. Holly & Co.'s factory. The house still

stands.

" Next to him lived Wm. Earle. His place also

remains.
" There were but two more houses, both of them

opposite E. S. Davis' factory. One of them was

occupied by Jonathan Leggett, a fur-cutter. The

other was the dwelling of Sergt. Joseph Moore. Both

yet remain.

"At the farther end of the street, near White's

factories, lived Anthony Buxton."
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BEAVER STREET.

" There were but two houses on this street (which

is popuhirly known as Rose Hill). One of these was

occupied by Ephraim Benedict, and is now owned by

his granddaughter, Mrs. E. Policy.

"Lower down the hill lived Samuel Curtis. His

house has been gone for years. He was for a long

time sexton of the First Church, and was known to

the young and old of his day as simply ' Sam.' "

NORTH STREET.

" There were but two houses on North Street sev-

enty years ago. One of these stood where now lives

Mrs. Patience Stratton. It was the j^roperty of Ezra

Barnum, a farmer. The second house was a small

building, since removed, which stood on Mrs. Bene-

dict's lot.

" At a later day, fifty years ago or thereabouts,

there was a hat-factory on the street. It stood near

the bridge, on the north side."

FRANKLIN STREET.

" There was but one house on the north side of this

now pretty well built-up street. This was the dwell-

ing of Stephen Gregory, and is now occupied by

Harris L. Crofut.

" On the south side the first house was that now
owned by Mrs. Betsy Rosebaum, on the corner of

Rose Street. In the rear stood the Methodist meet-

ing-house of that day.

" George Lovelace lived next, where George W.
Wilson now lives.

" The third and last house on that side was occupied i

by Darius Barnum. It stood nearly opposite Mr. E. S.

Davis' place."

CHAPTER XIX.

DAWBURY (Continued).

Internal Improvements—Canal from Danlmry to Westport—The Fair-

field Railroad Company—New York to Albany via Danbiiry—Interest-

ing Figures—Tlie Danbury and Norwallv Railroad—Tlie Eidgefield

Branch—Miscellaneous.

" As the town grew and its business grew the demand
for a better means of transportation began to make
itself felt. There are in every age and in every com-

munity, fortunately, progressive spirits who are al-

ways restless, because they are always looking for

something better than what is already possessed.

Danbury was blessed with this element, and those

who composed it chafed under the limitations of the
j

stage-coach and the slow-plodding road-wiigons.
|

" In 1825, when the Erie Canal project was being

agitated, the public attention throughout the country

was directed to the subject of inside water-communi-

cation, and the agitation reached Danbury, being-

drawn here by the progressive spirits of that day. It

was j)roposed to run a canal from Danbury to the tide-

water. The point on the Sound was We-tj^ort. A
survey was even made, the line following near to that

of the present railroad as far down as Iteddiiig, where

it crossed over to the Saugatuck Valley and thence to

Westport. It was proposed to use Never.sink Pond as

a feeder to th(! (;anal. The levels taken showed Main

Street at the Wooster House to be three hundred

and seventy-five feet al)Ove tide-water, and Xeversink

to be twenty feet above Main Street. Much was said

and done about the canal project, but it was finally

deemed to be inexpedient because of the heavy lock-

ing that would be necessary, and was abandoned.

"The next project under consideration was a rail-

road. This agitation began iu 18.35,—the same year

of the survey of the Hartford and New Haven road,

—

and in that year the charter was obtained from the

Legislature. The charter was granted to ' Ira Greg-

ory, Russell Hoyt, Eli T. Hoyt, Edgar S. Tweedy,

David M. Benedict, Ephraim Gregory, Curtis Clark,

Frederick S. Wildman, Elias S. Sanford, George W.
Ives, with such other persons as shall associate with

them for that purpose.' These were to be incorpor-

ated as 'The Fairfield County Railroad Company,'

Avitli a capital stock amounting to two hundred thou-

sand dollars, or three hundred thousand dollars if

necessary, and the following-named were authorized

to receive subscriptions: Russell Hoyt, Jarvis Brush,

Aaron Seeley, Ephraim Gregory, Starr Nichols, George

Clapp, Starr Ferry, Isaac H. Seeley, Nathaniel H.

Wildman, William J. Street, and Henry Sherwood.

The road was authorized to run from Danbury by the

most direct and feasible route to some suitable i)oint

at tide-water iu either the town of J'airfield or the

town of Norwalk.
" This was all down on paper and looked nice

enough, but the trouble had not begun. The charter

was got and a survey made, and everything seemed to

indicate a speedy comiiletion of the road. But a gen-

eration was to jjass before the hopeful projectors should

see a railroad from Danbury to tide-water, and before

that glad consummation a mountain of worry, opj)o-

sition, and discouragement was to be painfully scaled.

As in the case of all enterprises benefiting a commun-
ity, a few only of its professed friends were left to do

the work, while the mass cither stood idle or suggested

obstacles with a fertility of resource that was as anuiz-

ing as it was exasperating. Conspicuous among the

workers for the project were Eli T. Hoyt and the late

Aaron Seeley.

"The road as it was first contemplated and as it

finally took shape were two different projects. ]\[ost

of our readers are not aware that in Danburv's first

inception of railway communication with the outer

world the somewhat colossal project of a through-line

from New York to Albany by way of this jilaee was

entertained, and that the Danbury and Xorwalk Rail-

way is to-day part of that scheme, and all, in fact,

that is left of it. Tlie proposed route wa< to run from

New York by boat to Wilson's Point, on the S;)und,
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four miles below Norwalk. The harbor there was the

best in that section, and would be accessible for the

greater part of the most severe winter. From the

Point to Danbury the rail was to run, and thence to

West Stockbridge, Mass., where the line would con-

nect with what is now the Boston and Albany road,

and which was then building from Albany to West
Stockbridge. This, of course, was before the day of

the Harlem road and in the beginning of railway en-

terprise in this country,—at a time when railways were

mainly opposed on the very substantial grounds that

cattle would get on the tracks and be killed.

" We shall speak first of the line from Danbury to

tide-water, known in the charter as ' The Fairfield

County Railroad.' The survey was made by Alexan-

der Twining, of New Haven, in the summer of 1835.

" Two surveys were made,—one along the Sauga-

tuck River to Compo Point below Westport, and the

other along the present route to Belden's Neck (Wil-

son's Point). The distance on the Saugatuck route

was about twenty-three miles, and on the Norwalk

route to Belden's Neck it was twenty-six miles. In

point of distance to New York, however, the latter

route had the advantage in that it was seven miles

nearer to that city by the channel than the former.

It is not necessary to speak further of the Saugatuck

route, as it was abandoned.
" The Norwalk survey, as first made by Mr. Twi-

ning, was considerably changed before the work on

the road commenced. At this end of the route it was

first designed to leave Bethel out, running the road

through Mountainville along the line of Simpaug
Brook, and coming into the borough across South

Street and parallel with Main on the east to Turner

Street, where it was designed to have the station. Mr.

Twining recommended, however, that, instead of fol-

lowing the Simpaug, the road branch to the east and
run through Grassy Plain into Bethel, and thus secure

an important station with but a little increase in dis-

tance. The suggestion was accepted so far as Bethel

was concerned, but the route at the south end of the

village was not materially changed. Some one did

speak of the line which is now occupied, but it was

scouted at the time. The great flat between the lower

bridge and Bethel was a bog, and some very wise citi-

zen said at the time that two twelve-foot rails could

be pushed down into it their full length without

touching bottom. The route along the east of Main
Street was strongly 02)posed by the owners of seven-

teen homesteads, who gloomily anticipated destruc-

tion to their cows and pigs by crossing the track. Mr.

Twining hinted that the difficulty in building the

road at Hubbell's Hill could be avoided by following

the Norwalk valley into its extension Sugar Hollow
and thus come into Danbury on the west side; but

this was not further considered.

" While these surveys were going on the friends of

the project had their heads full of a through New
York and Albany line, and, although their charter

provided for a road from Danbury direct to tide-water

only, they dreamed of the through-line and worked

for it. It was, to speak mildly, a stupendous enter-

prise for a town of less than six thousand inhabitants

to take hold of and attemjjt to carry through, for as

yet there was no organized effort in this direction out-

side of Danbury. But the progressive ones of that

day woi'ked hard for success, and earned it even if

they did not receive it."

FROM NEW YORK TO ALBANY VIA DANBtJEY.

" As we have said, during the project of a road from

Danbury to tide-water the projectors never lost sight

of the feasibility of a through winter route from New
York to Albany. This was a crying demand in both

cities, and the Hudson River for a railway-line was

not thought of; neither, in fact, was the route through

Putnam County, now known as the Harlem road. And
a railway-line between the two cities by way of Dan-
bury was not so much out of the way, after all.

" The distance by the Hudson River, the most direct

route, is one hundred and fifty miles
;
by way of Dan-

bury it is but fourteen miles greater, as the following

will show

:

Miles.
From New York by steamboat to Belden's Neck 40
By railway to Danbury 26
From Danbury to West Stockbridge 68
From W'est Stockbridge to Albany 30

Whole distance 164

"Mr. Twining recommended this through-route,

and Messrs. Aaron Seeley, Eli T. Hoyt, and Jarvis

Brush, to whom the surveyor made his report, pub-

lished a card indorsing the same.
" It may not be uninteresting to our readers of this

day to know what were some of the grounds on which

was based a calculation in favor of a railway-line

from Danbury to New York, and we herewith give

the views of the gentlemen above named, as well as

their estimate of the through-business. It presents

most interesting reading, we think, to this generation,

and the figures contemplated and those realized make

entertaining comparisons. The committee advance

these views in favor of direct rail-communication with

tide-water

:

"' The town of Danbury* contains a population of about 6000, and the

village of Danbury is the central poitit of business for a fertile and

densely-populated territory of 200 square miles. The present amount

of transportation from this and the adjoining towns, as ascertained by

inquiry of persons engaged in business, is 7000 tons. This amount has

actually been transported during the past year. Much, however, has

been necessarily overlooked iu the estimate, and the amount has been

for the last ten yeai'S, and is now, gradually increiising. These considera-

tions alone, without taking into the estimate the impulse which experi-

ence has shown will be given by a railroad to all branches of business, en-

able us to state with confidence that the transportation upon this road, upon

its first opening, will be 10,000 tons. The regular price now paid for

freight to those exclusively engaged in transportation from Danbury to

Saugatuck and Norwalk is 8o per ton. Assuming the minimum price

for transportation upon the railroad to be f3 per ton, the annual revenue

from this source alone will be 1f30,000, to which may be added for freight

from the towns south of Danbury, which will probably be nearly equal

upon either route, J2000,—making in the whole f32,000, and tlie differ-

ence between that amount and the price now paid, being $20,000, will be

* This included Bethel.

—

Editor News.
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a, clear gain to the public. The present niimhor of piissengers fi'om New
York to Danbiiry, as ascertained by a reference to the books of the pi'o-

prietoi-s of the stage-lines and other sources, is 10,01)0. The price of pas-

sage now paid, and wliich it is not proposed to iliniiniHli, is one dollar.

The number of passengers from the intermediate towns we estimate 1000

more, for which there is now paid from flity to seventy-five cents; esti-

mating the fare at the average price of sixty-two and a half cents, the

amount is 5625,—making the amount of revenue to be derived from

passengers, §10,02.5, These estimates are basoil upon the facts as they

now exist; but when we take into consideration the increased amount

of transportation and travel to bo created by the increased facilities for

communication, it may safely be assumed that the income from all

sources of revenue will be greatly increased. For instance, we have

stated that the present annual number of passengers from Danbury to

New York is 10,000. This includes very few from the towns east of Dan-

bury, and none from the southern portions of Litchtield County and the

eastern part of the counties of Dutchess and Putnam, in tlie State of

New York. But the proposed road would undoubtedly draw to itself alt

the travel from the entire region, which, it is not unreasonable to suj)-
I

pose, would increase the number of passengers to 20,000,—thus yielding

from passengers alone an income of 120,000 per annum. A rapid exten-

sion of business along the whole line of the road, and throughout the

portion of country within the sphere of its influence, may also be confi-

dently anticipated. In the instance of heavy articles also the increased

amount of transportation will, in our judgment, far exceed the estimate

here made. We refer especially to the articles of coal and plaster, the

former of which is now used in the interior to a very limited extent, but

would, upon the opening of the proposed I'oad, be extensively substi-

tuted for wood. In relation to the annual expenditures, the experience

of other roads enables us to present an estimate upon which we may
safely rely. The annual expense of repairs may be put at 12500. The

cost of transporting freight to the amount with which this road will com-

mence will not exceed thirty-five cents per ton. One trip and one return-

trip per day will be sulficient to accommodate all the passengers with

which the road will open, which, at $7.50 per trip, for 313 days, makes

for the year S4G95. The salaries of tlie officers in the employ of the com-

pany may be set down at $3000 per annum, the expense for drivers and

keeping horses,* for freight-wagons, etc., exclusive of passenger-cars,

Sv5500, making in the aggregate, for all expenses of the company,

813,695.

'"We present the following recapitulation :

Income from freight }f32,000
Income from transportation of passengers 20,000

552.000
Deduct annual expenses of repairs, etc 13,095

Net annual profit $38,305

Thus yielding a dividend of nearly ten per cent, to the stockholders.'

" Of the route through to Albany the committee

further say

:

' There is, however, another and more enlarged view which we take

of this subject. The road, according to the original design of its pro-

jectors, ends at Danbury, and the company, by their charter, are author-

ized to construct it to that place only. But in the course of their inquiries,

the undersigned have become convinced that this road is in the line of the

very nearest practicable route for a rnilmaij between the cities of New York anil

Albany, and that by extending it northward through the valley of the

Housatouic to West Stockbridge,—a distance of sixty-eight miles only,

—

and intei-secting at tliat place the railroad from Albany to West Stock-

bridge, already commenced, the great object, so long desired, of effecting

an open winter-communication between the commercial and political

capitals of tlie Empire State will be accomplished. With a view to this

object, Mr. Twining, tlie engineer by whom our road was surveyed, has

examined the country between the northern termination of the Fairfield

County Railroad and tlie proposed point of intersection with the Albany
and West Stockbridge Railway. The result of his examination will bo

found in his report.

" ' Actual surveys have demonstrated tliat a railroad lietwoeu the two

cities must, for a portion of the distance, pass through the valley of the

Housatouic. And it has never been proposed, nor is it indeed pos^ible,

to enter the valley with such road at any point fartlior north tlian at or

near Canaan Falls, forty-four miles north of Danbury. It is immaterial,

however, at what point any other practicable route ontei's that valley,

because it being true that it must bo brought thus far east proves that

* It was designed to run the road by horse-power.

in regard to distance no otiier r<;ute ever can inmiv.m any jiiat<;rial a/l-

vantage over the present.

" 'That the business of this portion of cfjuntry which the i;xXi;ui\<-A

road would intersect will afford an ample remuneration tt) the stockljold-

ere there can be no refisonable doubt. Of its value as a cliuiinel of inter-

course between New Yoik and Albany no estiniat^j lias been or can 1>«

maAa. When we look at the immense numbent daily pajwing between

the two cities, and reflect that this nrindier, great !m it now is, in daily

augmenting by the increase of population and wealth throughout tho

country anil by the opening of new lines of i»mmiinication to an indef-

inite extent at the noith and west, we are admonished that its value

cannot be calculated, and that all attempts to make au estimate must

fail.'

.

"There are some figures in the report of Mr. Twin-

ing's survey from Danbury to tide-water which are of

full as much interest to us of to-day as they were to

those who watched the progress of the scheme. It

must be borne in mind that tJiis was not a steam-rail-

way, but really a horse-railway. In that rlay loco-

motives were in but little use in this country, and

nothing, comparatively, was known of them in New
England. Mr. Twining's estimate for the grading of

the road was $7869 a mile, or $203,389 for the entire

distance.

" In his estimate for the superstructure—that is,

the track—is an item, ' Horse-path,' which was to

cost $123 a mile. The horse-path was to be of plank.

The following is his estimate for the appointments of

the road

:

Six carriages for passengers S4,500
Fifteen wagons for burdens 5,250

Thirty horses 3,000

Harness 600
Two depots, with carriage-houses and stables 8,(KI0

One half-way station, witb ditto 2.750

Total 524,100

" It will be seen by the above that passenger-cars

could then be bought for $750 apiece, and freight-

cars were in the market at $350 each.

" It was proposed to make two trips a day each way.

The cars were to be drawn by horses, two to each car.

The time required to make the trip was estimated to

be three hours. As to how the freight-wagons were

to run, or how many to a train, was not determined

on, as the road was but then in its inception, and

before matters progressed to any degree locomotives

came into use.

" While these estimates were being made the
' through-line' was worked at. Mr. Twining and the

originators of the road were firmly convinced that

the line would pay and that it was a necessity. There

was no rail-route between New York and Albany,

and in the winter, when navigation was closed in the

river, there was no conimunication between the two

cities except by stage. The Danbury people sought

to stir up enthusiasm at points along tlie proposed

route.

"In December, 1835, a public meeting was held in

Kent, the next town above New Milford. It was a

large meeting. Delegates were jn-esent from all towns

along the jiroposed line from Danbury to West Stock-

bridge. A proposed charter (granted the following

year) had been drafted, giving to tho company char-
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tered the right to construct a road to Bridgeport, or

to the New York State line in the town of Ridgefield,

or to Danbury. The Kent meeting determined on

the route to Danbury, and appointed Aaron Seeley,

Peter Pierce, and Jay Shears a committee to employ

an engineer and have a survey made and an estimate

of cost preiJared.

" In March following the committee secured the

services of E. H. Brodhead, an experienced civil en-

gineer, to make the survey. He entered upon his

duties as soon as possible, and was accompanied along

the course by Mr. Seeley, of the committee.
" Twenty-one days were employed in this work.

Not only the line proposed, but several diverging

routes, at the suggestion of citizens living off the line,

were looked after. The line was carried, also, south

of Danbury to the New Yoi'k State line in Ridgefield,

at the place of E. Bouton, a distance of about eleven

miles from here. The line in Danbury began at the

Main Street Bridge across Still River, and Mr. Brod-

head's survey ran it through Beaver Brook District,

thence along the line of the Still River to its conflu-

ence with the Ousatonic (Housatonic) at New Mil-

ford. From there it followed j^retty much the line

now occujjied by the Housatonic road to West Stock-

bridge, where was met the railway known as the Bos-

ton and Albany.
" The route from Danbury to the New York State

line followed the course of the Still River, jjassed

through Miry Brook District and entered the Sugar

Hollow. The ascent through the Hollow was, ac-

cording to Mr. Brodhead, thirty-five feet to the mile.

At Sugar Hollow Pond the line diverged to Bennett's

Ponds, and thence passed through Titicus to the

neighborhood of South Salem. This route was not,

however, an inn^ortant item in the consideration of

tlie road. The main thing was to get the line to Dan-
bury through the Ousatonic Valley, where it would

connect with the Fairfield County road, to tide-water.

The line from Ridgefield to West Stockbridge was
eighty-one miles ; from Danbury to West Stockbridge,

seventy miles. Mr. Brodhead estimated the entire

cost of the road, the longer distance, to be $1,247,509.

"These figures exceeded the exj^ectation of the

committee, but did not dampen their ardor. They
made up their rej^ort and presented it to the conven-

tion, and with it a circular which was to go before

capitalists who were looking for investments.

"The circular assumed that, viewed in connection

with manufactures, the unusual water-power, and the

cheapness of the land thereto, the Ousatonic route

was to be preferred to any other route, especially one

nearer to the Hudson River (this referred to the Har-

lem and Albany scheme). But the committee, wish-

ing to make no uncomplimentary comparison, simply

say that, feeling confident that while the counties of

Putnam and Westchester undoubtedly surpass the

Ousatonic Valley as an agricultural country, yet they

feel confident it is manufactories that must give busi-

ness to a railway and profit to the stockholders, and
so, without comparing this route with the one farther

west, they invite capitalists to examine for them-
selves.

"The committee were very much in earnest, even
to the extent of using italic. ' Should the capitalists

of the cities of Albany and New York prefer the

western route,' say the committee, ' we appeal to the

people of the Ousatonic Valley to come forward in all

their strength, and, relying upon their own resources,.

to construct a road to tide-water.'

" The people of the valley eventually came forward

in all their strength and constructed a road to tide-

water, but not as the committee expected, and cer-

tainly not as they desired.

"Messrs. Hoyt and Seeley attended a big railroad

meeting in Albany just previous to the Kent meeting.

They went there to present the Ousatonic Valley

route, and to learn what could be learned of the con-

dition of the railroad pulse. Hi Barnes drove them
there in a carriage. While in Albany a heavy snow-

storm fell, and made it impossible for them to get

back as they went. Mr. Barnes was equal to the

emergency, however, and very soon succeeded in trad-

ing off his carriage for a sleigh, by which the return-

trip was made. At any gathering of railway sympa-
thizers which presented an opportunity to ventilate

their favorite scheme these two men might be found.
" While these movements were being made, Bridge-

port, which was not thought of by any one as a rail-

road point, began to realize that there was danger of

losing something. The something in question was all

the business of the Housatonic Valley.
" When Bridgeport got on high ground where it

could look off some other direction than seaward, it

saw that by M'ay of Danbury and Norwalk was so

much more direct for a line to New York than by
way of itself that should the road be built there

would never be the ghost of a chance for it to get the

business of the ujjper Housatonic Valley. It would

all go the shorter route.

" Danbury as yet had no road to tide-water. If

Bridgeport could build a road from New Milford to

itself, then it would stand a very good chance to take

the business of the Housatonic Valley should a road

be put through it. Alfred M. BishoiJ, father of Wil-

liam D. Bishop, was considerably interested in the

proposed road, and came to Danbury to talk over the

matter with our people. He offered to carry through

the Fairfield County railway if Danbury would raise

one hundred thousand dollars for that purpose. There

were those in favor of doing it, of course ; but there

were so many more opposed to it that the scheme

fell through. He next tried Bridgeport, and that city,

being a trifle more awake than we, or a trifle less

honest,* we are not sure which, pledged two hundred

* When the time came for this moiley to be paid Bridgeport sought to

repudiate, and tlie law was called in to force it to keep its word, which

appeared to be equally as good as its bond.
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thousand dollars for a road from there to New Mil-

ford.

" This practically killed the Daii))iiry route from

New York to AUiany. In 1840 the railway from

Bridgeport to New Milford was comjileted and

opened for use. Two years later it was extended

to the State line, and became the winter-route from

Albany to New York, via the steamer ' Nimrod,'

Capt. Brooks, to Bridgeport, and as such was occu-

pied for a number of years. It was ten years later

before the Danbury and Norwalk road took form.

" The reader remembers, perhaps, that there were

two objective points at tide-water,—one at Westport

and the other below South Norwalk. This end of

the line was rampant for the road, but there was not

so much interest taken below. It was desirable to

get one hundred thousand dollars from the other end,

and our railway committee made several journeys

with that object in view. WestjDort wanted the road,

but its anxiety was not a hundred thousand dollars'

worth. Norwalk felt the same. Year after year'

passed away in this state of affairs, and then Nor^valk

people awoke up to the full importance of the line,

and the money was subscribed.

"Work on the road was begun in the fall of 1850. •

Beard, Church & Co. were the contractors, Deacon

John F. Beard being the senior of the firm. The
total cost of constructing and equipping the road was

three hundred and seventy thousand eiglit hundred

and twenty-one dollars. The equipment consisted of

three locomotives, four first-class and two second-

class passenger-cars, eight box-, sixteen platform-,

and three hand-cars. On the 1st of March the road

was so far completed as to run trains. The station in

Danbury was a subject of considerable discussion.

The down-town subscribers wanted it in that neigh-

borhood, Avhile the up-town subscribers wanted it

where it now is. As the latter's stock was much
more than the former's, they carried the day ; where-

vipon the dissatisfaction was so great among the dis-

appointed that the successful ones took their stock off

their hands.

"We of this day, enjoying the comi^leted line,

little realize what the founders endured and had to

contend against to get the road through. There was

trouble in securing the right of way, in the construc-

tion, and in the ijayment of the subscriptions. One
notable case in the last-named class is worthy of

mention. Down at Belden's Neck lived a New York

merchant, and in Norwalk village lived another.

The former we will call W., and the latter S. S.

subscribed five thousand dollars. W. was then seen,

and was told what S. had done. He said S. could

take twenty thousand dollars' worth of stock just as

well as not, and, if he did so, he, W., would guarantee

him six per cent, from the earnings of the road, pro-

viding S. would let him vote on his stock. W. tiien

took five thousand dollars' worth. S. was seen, and

told what W. had said. Upon that he made liis sub-

scription twenty thousand dollars. When the money

was called for the eager W. refused U> pay, and suit

was brought by the company to force Jiim U) keep

his word. W. claimed tliat the dir(;ctors liad violated

the terms of agreement in several j^articulars, and

believed he could annul tiie subscrijition ;
but In-

failed, and tlie company recovered.

" The following were the officers of tlic new road, an

recorded in the first printed report of tiie comj)any

:

"Directors, Eli T. Hoyt, Jonatlian Camp, Fred-

erick S. Wildman, Charles Isaacs, E. S. Tweedy,

Wm. C. Street, L. P. Hoyt, Wm. K. James, AVm.

A. Wliite, Ebenezer Hill, Frederick I5elden, D. P.

Nichols.

" President, E. T. Hoyt ;' Treasurer, Geo. W. Ives

;

Secretary, E. S. Tweedy; Superintendent, Harvey

Smith.
" The jjresident, treasurer, and secretary were of

Danbury ; the superintendent was of Ridgefield.

"Mr. Hoyt served as president of the company

until Aug. 25, 1864, when he was superseded. He
determined his salary, fixing it at two hundred and

fifty dollars a year, and refusing any increase. Edwin

Lockwood, of Norwalk, was chosen president, and

served until June 18, 1873, when R. P. Flower, the

present incumbent, was elected.

" Mr. Tweedy continued as secretary until Aug. 25,

18fM, when Harvey Williams was elected to the office.

Mr. Ives served as treasurer until that period wlien

the two offices were merged in one, Mr. Williams

being both secretary and treasurer, and continues as

such at this writing.

" Mr. Smith served as superintendent until pros-

trated by a paralytic stroke in 1859. John W. Bacon

was appointed in his place July 14, 1859, and served

until Jan. 1, 1876, when L. W. Sandiforth, the present

incumbent, was chosen.

" When the road was opened the rails for some dis-

tance this side of Redding were laid on the ground,

the earth being frozen so hard as to bear the weight

of the train. This was done because the completion

had been delayed for a considerable time beyond that

set for its finish, and people were anxiotis to see a

train go through.
" The first conductor Avas Henry Banks, who died

some years ago. He was a man of marked suavity of

manner and speech. Many anecdotes are told of him

illustrating this pleasant quality. On leaving Nor-

walk he would observe, ' Those who are about to pro-

ceed on the train will please take their seats.' Now-
a-days it's ' All 'board !'

" When coming to Norwalk station it wiis his

custom to notify the passengers of the fact by im-

pressiAxly reiuarking, as if in the presence of some

great mechanism, ' The train will presently reach

Norwalk Bridge.' After leaving Bethel he would ex-

plain, ' We are now ai^proaching the village of Dan-
bury, which is the terminus of the road."

"The citizens .of Winnijiauk were very nuich
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oflFended by his pronunciation of their station, which

he unfortunately called Winnepank.
" In 1844 the New York and Hartford road was pro-

jected. It was to pass through Danbury and thence

to New York via White Plains, N. Y. We can now
see what a splendid piece of property it would have

become had it lived. But it fell through, and a goodly

portion of the contemplated line between here and
Hartford is now occupied by the survey of the New
York and New England Railway.

" The committee appointed to secure the survey of

the road made an estimate of the business in the cir-

cular to the public which they issued. Our readers

remember it. These figures, made in 1835, are in-

teresting compared with what the road did the first

year after it was finished, 1852-53. The circular esti-

mated its first year's business in freight to be $32,000.

The passenger-traffic the circular fixed at $10,625,

making a total of $42,625. The first report of the busi-

ness of the road showed that the earnings for the first

fifteen months of its existence were $51,237.70. So
the authors of the circular had made a remarkably

close estimate. The second report covered a period

of eleven months, in which the earnings were $52,-

706.68. The through-fare was seventy-five cents.

"It is not often a new road so fully answers the

expectation of its projectors as did the Danbury and

Norwalk road. The directors, in the report referred

to above, say,

—

"
' The result of the experienceof the company since the commencement

of the operations upon the road has been fully to corroborate the opinion

uniformly expressed by the directors, that the Danbury and Norwalk
Railroad will prove a successful and proiitable enterprise, and the favor-

able increase of the past year demonstrates that, but for the disastrous

floods and the unusual expenditures rendered necessary thereby, the net
]

earnings for the year would have warranted two dividends of three per I

cent, each, paid iuterest and taxes, and left a surplus of $3348.'

" The floods referred to were three in number.

These occurred in the fall of 1853 and the spring of

1854. They were disastrous in effect, delaying travel

for sixteen days, and causing an expense of four

thousand dollars for temporary repairs, and nine

thousand dollars in addition for a thorough recon-

struction of the damaged portions.*

"Ridgefiekl Branch.—In 1870 a branch road from

Branchville to Ridgefield Village was built, with a I

view to accommodating the business of that place.

Heretofore the connection had been made by stage.

The distance is four miles.

" In 1872 another branch was built, running from

Bethel to Hawleyville, to connect with the Shej^aug

Railway, which runs from Litchfield to Hawleyville.

This was done to control the business of the Shepaug

valley. The length of the branch is six miles. The
cost of both these extensions was at the rate of forty

thousand dollars a mile.

" The business of the road increased from year to

* The camp-meeting grounds at Brookside Park, in Eedding, are owned

hy this company.

year, and the careful management that signalized its

course made it one of the soundest corporations in

the State."

CHAPTER XX.

DANBUEY (Continued).

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.f

The First Baptist Church—The Second Baptist Church—Mill Plain Bap-

tist Church—The Methodist Episcopal Church—The First Congrega-

tional Church—The West Street Church—St. James' Episcopal Church

—The First Univei-salist Church—The Sandemanian Society—The

Catholic Church—The Disciples of Christ Church—The German Meth-

odist Church.

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH.

The following sketch of this church is taken from

the minutes of the first session of the Fairfield County

Baptist Association, in October, 1838 :

" The First Baptist Church in Danbury was constituted Nov. 16, 1785,

with thirteen members,—seven males, six females. There were formerly

two branches connected with this church,—one in New Milford, the pres-

ent New Milford Church ; the other in Fredericksburg, N. T., the present

Patterson Church. In 1790 the church had about one hundred and

twenty members ; from 1815 to 1830 its average number was from fifty to

sixty; but after this period a division threatened the destruction of the

church. In July, 1837, there were only twenty-two members,—five males,

seventeen females. Their present pastor was ordained with them Nov. 15,

1837. Since that time there lias been added twenty-six. Their prospects ai'e

now very encouraging: whole number, forty-eight. They have licensed

three to preach the gospel,—Noah Sherwood, now in Western New York;

Nathan Benedict, now in Northern Connecticut; John Mitchell, now in

Michigan. They have had five pastors,—Brother Ferris, ordained in 1788

;

Brother Norton, ordained in May, 1789 ; Brother Wadhams, ordained in

February, 1791 ; Brother Bulkly, ordained in May, 1800 ; and their pres-

ent pastor. Brother L)icius Atwater."

The following additional history of this church was

furnished by Rev. S. 6. Silliman

:

" The following is a list of the members of the church

in September, 1798 : Matthew Wilkes, David Pearse,

Benjamin Bearss, William Rundle, Joseph Hamilton,

Jr., Oliver Knapp, Joseph Bearss, Nathaniel Barnum,

Israel Stevens, Matthew Wilkes, Jr., Gabriel Bar-

num, Benjamin Bearss, Jr., Joshua Pearse, John

Bebee, James Knapp, Jr. Their first moderator, Sep-

tember, 1798, was Israiel Stevens, and clerk James

Knapp, Jr. That is the first meeting of which any

record can be found.

"June 26, 1842, .it was 'Voted, that we pull down

the old meeting-house for the purpose of erecting a

new meeting-house, and work in as much of the old

one as is thought proper.'
"

According to old minutes of Associations, "Brother

Ferris was ordained in 1788," and " Elder Enoch Fer-

ris" was i^resent from that church in 1791 ;
" Brother

Norton was ordained 1789 ;" " Elder Nathanael Nor-

ton" was present at the Danbury Association in 1791.

But I judge that neither of them was pastor, for their

f This chapter, excepting the history of the First Baptist Church and

the German Methodist Church, is taken from the columns of the Dan-

hurij Republican, through the courtesy of its editor, Mr. F. W. Bartram,
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names are preceded in the minutes of the AsHOciation

that year by the name of " Elder Nathanael Finch."

Rev. Nathan Bulkly was ordained in ] 800, and wuh

pastor till 1830 ; Rev. John Mitchel was pastor in

1831; Rev. Lucius Atwater, in 1838, and till 1847;

Rev. Fred L. Barlow, in 1851 ; Rev. Henry M. Bar-

low, in 1852 ; Rev. D. F. Chapman, in 1875 and 187G.

The remainder of the time since 1847 they have had

occasional supplies, or unordained men have occupied

the pulpit. Alanson A. Hoyt is church clerk
;
George

W. Wilkes is society's clerk. There are now thirty

members,—ten males, twenty females.

In 1790 there were present, as messengers from

the First Baptist Church of Danbury, Elder Na-

thanael Finch, Elder Nathaniel Norton, Elder Enoch
Ferris, in the above order, and in 1790 none of them
were present, and as " Deacon David Pearse" is the

only officer among the delegates of that year, they

were doubtless then without a pastor.

In 1790 reported one hundred and twenty-five

members, and in 1791 they rej^ort only fifty-two

members and no pastor.

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH.

Just after the conclusion of the treaty of peace

which terminated the war of the Revolution, on Nov.

18, 1785, the first Baptist church within the limits

of the town of Danbury was constituted in the dis-

trict of King Street. For years this church was pros-

perous, new members from time to time being added.

The mother-church still maintains its visibility, and,

though reduced in membership, is still struggling to

strengthen the things which remain.

There were residing at this time, in the western

part of the town—Miry Brook District—a number of

persons who were attached to this faith. Among
these were Peter Ambler, Bracey Knapp, and Benja-

min Shove. Meetings were occasionally held, before

a church was organized, in the dwellings of some of

the members of the faith. Revival infiuences con-

verted many who have long since departed this life.

About the year 1788 a church was organized under

the name of the Ridgefield and Miry Brook Bajstist

Church. The Second Baptist Church of Danbury
was constituted from this, April 3, 1790. Soon after,

it was admitted into the Hartford Baptist Associa-

tion. The number of constituent members was about

twenty.

The first regular pastor was Rev. Thaddeus Bron-

son, who continued from the organization until 1793,

when he removed to Schoharie Co., N. Y. The first

deacons were Benjamin Shove and Daniel Wildman,
who were appointed Oct. 2, 1790. In March, 1793,

Calvin Peck was added to the number.

The first meeting-house was erected in 1794, on a

lot presented to the society by Bracey Knapp, and
was situated in Miry Brook District, about two miles

and a half west of Danbury. The building was
twenty-four feet square, with galleries. Its architec-

ture and interior arrangements were of the moat

primitive style. It had no steeple, and no permanent

seats inside. Loose boards made a floor. The gallery

had no railing or stairs, and was reached by means of

a ladder. The seats below were boards resting on

logs and stones. The pulpit was made of oak boards,

and was elevated two steps above the main floor.

People came to the church on foot or horseback, with

the exception of an occasional ox-cart.

Rev. Mr. Bronson relinfjuished the pastorate of the

church in 1793, after which, during five years, they

were j)robably without a jiastor. Among those who
ministered to the church during this period were

Revs. Daniel Wildman, Justus Hull, and Elias Lee.

The King Street pastors; Revs. Finch and Bulkly,

were also accustomed to visit and encourage the new

interest.

The name of Rev. Justus Hull deserves special

mention. He was then a young man of unusual

mental vigor and ministerial gift. He dispensed the

Word with great power, and his service was long kejjt

in fresh remembrance.

When, suljsequently, the college-bred preachers

came among them, the old people felt, in some in-

stances no doubt without reason, that while the col-

lege and seminary had given polish and stronger

grasjj of truth, their graduates had lost the freshness

and convincing energy of their predecessors. When
a precise young man read an elaborate discourse to

them the remark used to be made, "Brother Hull

would take off his coat and beat that."

In the year 1798, Rev. Bennett Pepper, then a licen-

tiate, came to Miry Brook. He preached from that

time until November, 1807, without ordination, at

which time he was ordained to the gospel ministry,

and continued his services to the church. On the

occasion of the ordination Rev. Nathan Bulkly was

designated to give the charge. Rev. Jacob St. John to

make the ordaining prayer. Rev. Daniel Wildman to

preach the sermon, and Rev. Ezi'a Fountain to make
the concluding prayer. The churches of Franklin,

Carmel, North Salem, Bedford, Milton, First Dan-

bury, Newtown, and Bristol were represented in the

council.

About the year 1803 the church was called to pass

through a season of trial and darkness, growing out

of an attempt to modify the acce])ted articles of faith.

The original articles, bearing date of Jan. 24, 1795, as

to their subject-matter and form of statement, are not

different in any essential particular from those now
received by the church. The records do not show the

name of the mover of the pi'oposed change. The new
articles proposed were, however, rejected. They as-

serted that Christians should be unlike the world even

in "politeness of behavior," forgetting that the very

term "gentleman" owed its origin to Christianitv.

They contained erroneous doctrines in the statement,

1

" We believe that civil government is by providence

and permission, and not of divine origin or appoint-
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ment, and that we find neither precept nor example

for the disciple voluntarily filling office in earthly

states." It reflects credit upon the little church that

they recorded their faith in the refining influences of

our holy religion, and in the truth that " the powers

that be are ordained of God," by rejecting these in-

novating articles and adhering to their original stand-

ards of faith and practice.

In the early part of Mr. Pepper's ministry there

were large accessions to the church. This period is

the first revival season succeeding the outpouring of

the Spirit in which the church had its origin.

Shortly preceding the ordination in 1807 some im-

provements were made in the meeting-house. The
side walls were plastered, a railing and stair made for

the gallery, and the floors were nailed down. A
better pulpit was also constructed, and new seats were

introduced with backs to them.

Mr. Pepper's j^astorate closed in 1809. At one

period during his connection with the church his

conduct was considered unbecoming. But on the

whole his ministry was a success. One difiiculty

arose during this time on account of the course taken

by Eli Gregory, who had been made a deacon in 1806.

Deacon Gregory was opposed to a distinctive minis-

terial order, who should appropriate all the time

allotted to the service of the sanctuary on the Lord's

day. He claimed that God, having called different

gifts into the Church, they should have expression,

without regard to, or rather ignoring, any other i>astor

or teacher. He asserted in addition that any male

member of the church might with jji-opriety be ap-

pointed to administer the ordinances in the absence

of a settled minister. He objected to the payment of

a salary to a minister, claiming that the support of

those who labored in behalf of the church would be

contributed by free-will offerings of the members.

These opinions were disap2:)roved of by a majority,

and, Deacon Gregory still tenaciously adhering to

them, a council of churches was called, which coun-

cil convened June 3, 1807. The council did not coin-

cide with Deacon Gregory's views, and passed resolu-

tions not acceptable to him. They were accepted by

the church, and he was excluded.

The resignation of Mr. Pepper was followed by

another period of destitution, the church depending

on supplies for about four years, until May, 1813,

when Eev. Oliver Tuttle, a licentiate from Bristol,

Conn., was called to the pastorate. His ordination

took place in May, 1814.

Towards the end of the year 1815 " a reformation

broke out in the community." It marks the second

revival season of the history of the church. Deep
seriousness pervaded the hearts of many who were

out of Christ, which issued in a transformation of

heart and life.

Mr. Tuttle's ministry extended over a period of

nine years, from 1813 to 1822. In August of the

latter year he resigned his charge and removed to

Meredith, N. Y. During his pastorate Deacon Peter

Barnum was baptized into the fellowship of the church.

He, with Deacon Benjamin Ambler, was baptized the

same date, July 28, 1816.

Timothy Weed and Thomas Wildman were elected

deacons Dec. 13, 1816. George Benedict was baptized

by Mr. Tuttle, Sept. 21, 1817. Some statistics of the

membership of the church at this date may be of

interest. From the minutes of the Union Baj^tist As-

sociation, which convened at Danbury in 1817, it ap-

pears that the niembershiiJ of the church was then

seventy-eight. In 1818 it was seventy. In 1820

there was a marked decrease, the reported number

i
being fifty- six.

George Benedict was licensed to preach the gospel

on the 12th of May, 1822. In August of the following-

year he was ordained as pastor of the church. His

eminent gifts in prayer, exhortation, and Christian

conversation are testified to by a cloud of witnesses

in this and other churches which enjoyed his minis-

trations. Mr. Benedict resigned the pastoral charge

of the church in May, 1831, to accept a call from the

church then worshiping at the corner of North and

Forsyth Streets, New York, now known as the Stan-

ton Street Baptist Church.

The labors of Mr. Benedict were very successful in

New York. Nearly twelve hundred persons were

baptized by him, and nearly as many funerals were

attended, during his ministry in the city, extending

from 1831 to Oct. 28, 1848, at which time he passed

;

away in the calm triumphs of faith. The scripture

employed by Rev. Dr. Cone upon the occasion of his

funeral was an epitome of his character and life : "He
was a good man and full of the Holy Ghost and of

faith ; and much people wei'e added to the Lord."

Dec. 7, 1823, Peter Barnum was elected deacon of

the church. The membership had increased from
' fifty-six, reported in 1820, to one hundred.

I
During Mr. Benedict's ministry, Aug. 31, 1823, Ed-

Avard C. Ambler was baptized. On the same day

John Jennings and James St. John received the

ordinance. Mr. Ambler subsequently entered the

ministry, and was ordained at New Milford, Conn.,

Oct. 1, 1840. He has since served the following

churches as pastor : New Milford, Conn.
;

Fishkill,

Patterson, and Pleasant Valley, N. Y. ; Mount Bethel,

Millington, Westville, Woodstown, and Columbus,

N. J. He was appointed chaplain of the Sixty-sev-

enth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers during the

first year of the Rebellion, and filled the ]30sition with

great efficiency until compelled to resign from the ef-

fects of imjjrisonment and exposure. His services on

the field during the war, and those of his wife in the

hospital, deserve the grateful remembrance of all.

Mr. Ambler, after the war, was for a time pastor of

the Baptist church at Stanford, N. Y., but afterwards

returned to Danbury, and has since supplied the pul-

pits of the King Street and Mill Plain churches.

! Rev. John Jennings, who was received into mem-



DANBURY. 213

bership at the same time with Mr. Ambler, was

licensed to preach June 17, 1826, and was ordained at

Beverly, Mass., which was his first regular pastorate.

He was subsequently settled at Grafton, Worcester,

, and Fitchburg, Mass. He left the latter place and

served the American Tract Society for some years.

Afterwards he became pastor of tin; Baptist church in

Westfield, Mass., and there continued until his death,

which occurred some five years ago.

During the latter part of Mr. Benedict's ministry

the subject of the removal of the location of the

meeting-house was discussed, the second generation

feeling that a more central location should be chosen,

reasoning that the church must follow the people, and

the Word of Life be dispensed where the streams of

population have their confluence. These ideas pre-

vailed, and in the year 1829 the foundations of a new
house were laid on Deer Hill. A lot sixty by forty

feet was donated to the society by Peter Ambler. A
neat and convenient building, with gallery, steeple,

and bell, was erected, and was dedicated Sept. 28, 1831,

the Rev. Thomas Larcomb preaching the dedicatory

sermon. In July of the following year Mr. Larcomb
was called to the pastorate. A general revival was

prevailing in the church at the time, and eleven con-

verts were baptized the first Sabbath of the month
following his settlement. Mr. Larcomb resigned the

pastoral charge in the early part of the year 1833.

He removed to Saugerties, N. Y., and from thence to

Philadelphia, where for a number of years he con-

tinued his usefulness. He has entered upon his rest.

Eev. Robert Turnbull, a native of Scotland, suc-

ceeded Mr. Larcomb in Danbury. He was a graduate

of the University of Glasgow. He arrived in New
York in 1833, and soon after accepted the call of this

church. At the end of one year and a half he ac-

cepted a call from the Home Mission Society to oc-

cupy a field in Detroit, Mich. About thirty members
were added under Mr. Turnbull's ministry. Nehemiah
Gillett and Benjamin Ambler were appointed deacons

Jan. 25, 1834.

The next regular pastor was Rev. Orson Spencer,

who entered upon his charge in May, 1835. His res-

'

ignation followed after a few months' service. After

leaving Danbury he became a convert to Mormonism.
After the resignation of Mr. Spencer the church

had no pastor until April, 1836, when Rev. Jonathan

G. Collom accepted their call. He continued with

the church three years. During the second year of

his pastorate over seventy persons were converted,

among them being Starr Hoyt. Mr. Hoyt died Sept.

18, 1849.

During Mr. Collom's ministry Rev. Nathaniel

Colvin visited Danbury for the purpose of pleading

in behalf of the brethren of different color who were

in bonds. Mr. Colvin was one of those champions of

the slave who argued that a peace which rested on

injustice to millions of his fellow-creatures ought to be

•disturbed. Danbury was largely concerned in the

Southern hat trade, and Mr. Colvin'H lecture» evoke<J

open opposition, and in one instance mob vioh-nce

was tiie result. An attack was made upon the churdi

during service, and stones were freely thrown, win-

dows broken, and Mr. Colvin narrowly escaped per-

sonal injury. He lived to see slavery overthrown, and

to preacli to hundreds of freedinen. He gave theo-

logical instructions to a large number of colored min-

isters in a building formerly used as a slave-pen, and

which has since been occupied by a theological school

named in his honor,—Colvin Institute. Mr. CoUoni

resigned during the fourth year of his pastorate, and

entered upon the charge of the Baptist church at

Pemberton, N. J. From thence he removed to Wil-

mington, and again to Mount Holly, N. J., where he

died.

The Rev. Addison Parker was Mr. Collom's suc-

cessor. He accepted the call of the church in Augast,

1839, and continued three years in the pastoral office.

During this time the church enjoyed a good degree of

prosperity. The resignation of Mr. I'arker was ac-

cepted with great reluctance by the church.

The Rev. Daniel H. Gilbert was next called to the

pastoral charge, and entered upon it in June, 1842.

After a few months' service he was compelled to re-

linquish it on account of an attack of bleeding at

the lungs. He sought a Southern climate, which,

however, j^roved insufficient to arrest the work of

death.

Mr. Gilbert was young and gifted, and his brief

ministry was not without results.

In the following September the Rev. William R.

Webb accepted a call. His ministry covered one

year and a half, and Avas marked by eminent tokens

of divine favor.

After the resignation of Mr. Webb, Rev. Rufus K.
Bellamy was called to the pastoral charge. He was

then ministering at Rondout, N. Y., and signified his

acceptance of the call May 9, 1844. His gifts both as

j^astor and preacher were peculiarly acceptable. Dur-
ing his ministry the question of a removal of the

church from Deer Hill was agitated. There seemed

a necessity for more room, especially for the accom-
modation of the Sabbath-school and Conference

meetings. Arrangements were at first made to add
to the old building. It was, however, decided to

purchase the present site and build a larger edifice.

April 19, 1847, negotiations were made with Thos.

T. AVhittlesey to purchase the present site, being lots

south of his dwelling, for .$1800. The Deer" Hill

property, excepting the burying-ground, was sold

for $2500. The present building was erected at an
expense of $6836. The subscriptions and property

of the chuipch amounted to $4505, leaving at the

completion of tlie building a debt of $2351. The
building committee were Thomas Ambler, William
Montgomery, Levi S. Benedict, Charles Hull. Samuel
G. Raymond, and Joseph T.,, Aniblor.

The new edifice was dedicated Jan. 5, 1S48, with
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the following order of exercises: Reading of Scrip-

tures, by the pastor, Rev. Rufus IC. Bellamy ;
Prayer,

by Rev. Wm. Reid
;
Sermon, by Rev. John Dowling,

D.D.
;
Concluding Prayer, by Rev. Wm. Dennison.

In the following April Mr. Bellamy tendered his

resignation and accepted a call from the Baptist

Church at Chicopee, Mass., and has remained there

since.

The retrospect from this j)oint is in the highest de-

gree encouraging. Times of trial and discouragement

followed, but the period, taken as a whole, was one of

steady and substantial progress. The Sabbath-school

grew to a permanent and vigorous condition.

The Rev. Aaron Perkins accepted the call of the

church while ministering at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and

entered upon his duties in May, 1848. Many were

added to the membership of the church during his

connection with it. His resignation was accepted

March 7, 1852.

The Mill Plain Baptist Church was constituted

during Mr. Perkins' pastorate. A meeting was held

in the Danbury church, Sept. 11, 1851, to consider

the matter, and it was voted expedient for the brethren

residing in Mill Plain and vicinity to call a council

for the purpose of organizing a church at that place.

At a subsequent meeting nineteen persons were

granted letters to form the new interest, which was

duly recognized, under the name of the "BaiDtist

Church of Mill Plaiii," by a council which convened

Sept. 24, 1851.

Deacon Thomas Wildman died during Mr. Perkins'

pastorate. His death occurred Feb. 28, 1852. Nathan

Seeley and Eli Barnum were elected deacons Aug. 4,

1849.

The Rev. W. S. Clapp next received the suffrages

of the church in a unanimous call to the pastorate,

extended April 11, 1852, and which was accepted on

the 16th, he then being ministering to the Mount
Olivet Baptist Church, New York City. He occupied,

during the more than five years which he stayed in

Danbury, a j^lace in the affections of the church and

community which it is the lot of but few pastors to

obtain. A great revival occurred during his minis-

tration, and Mr. Clapp gave the right hand of fellow-

shiiJ to the largest number ever received at one time

since the church was organized. He resigned Aug. 9,

1857.

The next successor to the pastoral office was the

Rev. Henry K. Green, who was called Oct. 3, 1857,

and soon afterwards commenced his ministry. He
resigned in February, 1850.

G. M. Hoyt was elected deacon Feb. 6, 1850.

March 4, 1860, Henry Crofut and L. S. Benedict were

elected deacons. The latter, however, never served

the church in that cajiacity.

From the time Mr. Green resigned until August

the church was without a settled pastor. During the

interval Mrs. Anna Moore died, her death occurring

. in May, 1859. She was baptized at Suffield, in this

State. For many years she was the only one in the

village of Danbury professing this faith. Both the

churches in the town—one at King Street and the

other at Miry Brook—were remote from her. She

frequently walked to King Street church on Sunday,

She died highly esteemed.

After Mr. Green's resignation the church was sup-

plied for several weeks by Rev. O. W. Briggs, who
afterwards declined a call to the pastorate. Rev. M.
S. Riddell also received and declined a similar invi-

tation. In the autumn of 1859, Rev. Geo. M. Stone,

then at Madison University, spent four months with

the church as a supply. At the expiration of that

time he received a unanimous call to assume the

duties of the pastorate. It was declined at the time,

but in 1860 a renewed invitation was accepted. He
entered upon his duties in August, and was ordained

on the 19th of September, Rev. Mr. TurnbuU, of

Hartford, preaching the sermon. He married Miss

Abbie B., daughter of Nathan Seeley, in April, 1861.

His i:)astorate embraced a period of unusual interest,

including the four years of conflict for the restoration

of the Union. The record of the church during this

period was one of honor. Elliott Taylor, Charles Os-

born, and Col. Henry Stone died in the service of

their country while members of the church. Others

served honorably and returned. A daily morning

prayer-meeting was held for months during the dark-

est period of the struggle, in the Conference-room of

the church. The summer of 1862 was spent by the

pastor in Europe. June, 1862, Jabez Amsbury and

John Green were elected deacons. The seven years

embraced by his pastorate were signalized by displays

of divine grace.

In the summer of 1860 extensive repairs and changes

were made in the church edifice. The building was

lengthened, the side galleries were taken away, and

the interior walls frescoed. In July, 1866, through

i

the efforts of a few of the brethren, a beautiful organ

: was given tO' the church. The Sabbath-school was

sustained with an interest and enthusiasm which in-

creased every year.

The removals by death during Mr. Stone's pastorate

included many of the most worthy and efficient mem-

bers of the church. From August, 1860, to August,

1866, the number of deaths was thii'ty-six. Deacon

Ambler died April 16, 1867. His wife survived him

but a few days.

In August, 1866, Mr. Stone was attacked with bleed-

ing of the lungs. He partially resumed his duties

after a little rest, but was compelled in the following

spring to request a respite for the summer.

While spending the summer in Minnesota he be-

came convinced of the desirableness of spending some

time in that climate, and in July, 1867, tendered his

final resignation, which was reluctantly accepted.

Mr. Stone gained the love of the entire community.

His removal to the West was attended with beneficial

results to his health. He was settled for two years at
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Winona, Minn., three years at Milwaukee, Wis., and

seven years at Tarrytown, N. Y. He is now pastor

of the Asyhim Avenue Church, Hartford. For a

period of fifteen months following liis resignation the

church was without a pastor.

Minor R. Deming became a meml)er in March,

18C1, and afterwards became pastor of the Baptist

Church in Marlboro', Mass. June 16, 1868, Victor

W. Benedict was licensed by the church to preach,

and has since preached for the King Street and Mill

Plain churches, and is now pastor of the church at

Croton Falls, N. Y.

At a covenant-meeting held Oct. 1, 18()8, it was

unanimously voted to extend a call to Rev. A. C.

Hubbard, then pastor of the First Baptist Church of

Cincinnati, Ohio. The invitation was accepted, and

he entered upon his labors Nov. 15, 1868.

The pastorate of Rev. A. C. Hubbard has been one

of great success. From the time he took cliarge of

the church up to the present the membershiiJ has

steadily increased, the financial affairs have been

managed with ability, and all things have, in the

main, been prosperous. Mr. Hubbard is a born min-

ister. He has the talent for conducting- the work

;

he has ability, learning, and, above all, that quality

which attracts and attaches to him all with whom he

comes in contact. He is popular outside of his own
church, and all peo2)le honor him for his upright car-

riage, his integrity, and his straightforwardness.

The tenth anniversary of his pastorate was cele-

brated on the 17th of November, 1878. In his sermon

that morning he gave a few statistics which will serve

for closing the history of the church. The additions to

the church during the ten years were 272, of which

179 were by baptism. These numbers may now be

given, up to to-day, as about 300 and 200 respectively.

There have been dismissed by letter in that ten years

at least one-third more than were received by that

agency. The smallest number upon the roll in the

past eleven and a half years was 398 ; the largest,

466. The present number is 460.

Of the financial condition of the church Mr. Hub-
bard spoke in his sermon on tlie above occasion as

follows : When he assumed the pastorate there was
a debt upon the church of $4000. This was after-

wards increased by over $1000 more. This has been

cleared off' by the most earnest effort. He estimated

that at least $5000 more had been raised and ex-

pended on improvements. The average annual cur-

rent expenses in the ten years was $2768; the debt

and improvements, $10,000; benevolent operations, in-

cluding those of the Sunday-school, $5700, making
a grand total of $43,390.

The Sunday-school of the church has been equally

prosperous. The present superintendent, Mr. J. Ams-
bury, with his able co-workers, have the proud satis-

faction of knowing that no school in the village has

had a more prosperous time. The records of the

school up to 1871 are missing. Since that time they

have been faithfully kejA, and they bHow the largest

attendan(;e atone time to have been 327, in 1879; the

largest average attendance was, in 1880, 287. The
number of scholars on the roll is 475. The collec-

tions in the school have aggregated nearly $3300.

The library of the school now numbers six hundred

volumes. This has grown from a few books pur-

chased for $6.35, which mf)iiey was raised by Rev. E.

C. Airibler, wlio started tlie first Sunday-school of the

church in 1817.

MILL PLAIN BAPTIST CHURCH.

The Baptist Church at Mill Plain was constituted

during Mr. Perkins' pastorate. Members living in

that vicinity had long desired a church at Mill Plain.

A meeting was held in the church at Danbury, Sept.

11, 1851, with sjjecial reference to the subject. It was

then voted expedient for the brethren residing in Mill

Plain and vicinity to call a council for the jjurpose of

organizing a church at that place. At a subsequent

church-meeting nineteen persons were granted letters

to form the new interest, which was duly recognized,

under the name of the " Baptist Church of !Mill

Plain," by a council which convened Sept. 24, 1851.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

In the month of June, 1789, the Rev. Jesse Lee,

known as the jjioneer of Methodism in New England,

visited Danbury. His sojourn was but for a day.

He improved his time, however, by preaching two

sermons in the court-house. Only a few were willing

to hear him, and most of them out of curiosity. He
was i^robably the first Methodist to set foot in Dan-
bury. Subsequently other Methodist itinerants occa-

sionally found their way to the village, usually preach-

ing a sermon in the court-house and then passing on
to other fields.

It was not an easy matter for them to find enter-

tainment iu Danbury. Dr. Jabez Starr is supposed

to have been the first who would allow a ]\Iethodist

preacher to sit at his table or sleep in his house.

Some of the surrounding towns were more willing to

open their homes to these men of " strange doctrine,"

and thither they were obliged to go for food and
shelter.

Some time in the year 1808 a society was formed
in the centre of the town. Hitherto there had been
a " class" in the southwest part of the town, now
known as Starr's Plain. This society was organized

under the pastoral charge of Rev. Noble W. Thomas
and Rev. Jonathan Lyon, whose large circuit cm-
braced this region of country.

During the following year, under the earnest laboi-s

of Levi Bro«son, a local preacher and class-leader,

together with the preachers of the circuit, the little

society succeeded in building a small and plain house
of worship. The deed of this property locates the

church on laud bounded as follows :
" Northerly by

I Joseph Robertson and Daniel Scofiold, including the
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lane running from the highway to the meeting-house
;

easterly by William Tweedy and Justice Barnum

;

southerly by said Tweedy ; and westerly by Joseph P.

Cook, Jr." The "highway" spoken of is now called

Franklin Street, and the " lane" is the road leading

to the Tweedy factories on Rose Street. Among the

trustees of the society were Jabez Starr, Peter Hack,

Charles Boughton, Levi Bronson, and Caleb Benedict.

For nearly thirty years the little church on the hill

was the centre of Methodism. Some are still living

who speak with enthusiasm of the good times enjoyed

in the humble house of the days gone by. Those

were certainly noble men and women who stood as

the representatives of Methodism when she was de-

spised by the masses.

Among those who bore the burden and heat of the

day may be mentioned Revs. Rory Starr and John

Nickerson, local preachers connected with the church

from its early history. By their upright living in the

community, by prudence and zeal in the church, they

gave character to the denomination they represented.

Many are the pastors who came and went during

that period of Danbury Methodism ; but the rule of

the denomination demanding a change every two

years made it impossible for any of them to become

identified with the general interests of the town.

Their names linger in many households as precious

memories.

In the year 1835 a new site was purchased on Lib-

erty Street, and soon the church now owned by the

Disciples was erected thereon.

At the Conference of 1836 Danbury Methodism

ceased to foi m a circuit and became a station. Hith-

erto her ministers had given only a part of their ser-

vice here, but the Rev. Jacob Shaw was appointed to

Danbury with the intent that he should live here and

work, and he did this with great success. At the be-

ginning of his pastorate the whole membership num-

bered one hundred and fifty-eight. At the close of

his first year he reported over three hundred.

The revival of 1837, just referred to, was probably

the most efiective and abiding ever experienced by

the society. The current of religious thought and

feeling ran deeply ; men and women were strangely

awakened, and were brought out into a positive re-

ligious life. Much of the fruit abides to this day, and

many more have gone up higher.

At this time the ofiicers of the church were as fol-

lows: Local preachers, John Nickerson and Rory

Starr ;
exhorters, Alvin Hurd, Stephen H. Barnum,

John Comes
;
leaders, George Andrews, William Hill,

George Starr
;
stewards, Wm. T. Scofield, Jonathan

Couch, Underbill Nelson, Joel Sanford. Among the

trustees were John Nickerson, Rory Starr, Jesse Cro-

fut, Philo Wildman, Underhill Nelson, and Thomas

Stocker.

Rory Starr departed from the church militant to

the church triumphant on Thursday morning, Feb. 27,

1845. John Nickerson ceased his labors on earth and

entered into rest on the 20th of March, 1848. As was
fitting, the records of the church make special men-
tion of these two worthies :

" Being dead they yet

speak."

The pastors who served the society during its stay

in Liberty Street wei-e Rev. Jacob Shaw, two years

;

Rev. H. Wing, who after a few months sickened and

was obliged to resign ; Rev. J. Crawford, who sup-

plied the jnilpit the remainder of the Conference year

;

' 1840-42, Rev. Sylvester H. Clark;- 1842-43, Rev.

James Floy; 1844-45, Rev. Fitch Reed; 1846-47,

Rev. John Crawford; 1848-49, Rev. Robert Jessup;

1850-51, Rev. John B. Merwin
;
1852-53, Rev. W. C.

Hoyt.

During the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Hoyt the building

now occupied by the society was erected, and the old

building sold to the Disciples.

At a meeting of the trustees of the Methodist Epis-

copal church held Wednesday, April 27, 1853, to act

upon proposals for building the new Methodist Epis-

copal church of Danbury station, there were present

Sturges Selleck, Samuel Stebbins, William T. Scofield,

Allen McDonald, William W. Stevens, George Hull,

Thomas S'. Barnum, and James W. Nichols, Joel B.

Sanford being absent.

On motion of W. T. Scofield, it was voted that the

board accept the proposals of Barnum & Starr for erect-

ing the new church, seventy-four by fifty feet, for nine

thousand three hundred dollars, provided the money
can be raised to meet the several payments as they

become due in said proposals. It was further voted

that Samuel Stebbins and George Hull be a building

committee, with power to make the contracts with

Barnum & Starr, to superintend the erection of said

church, and to do any other business to be done by

the trustees in relation thereto. It was also voted that

Sturges Selleck and Rev. W. C. Hoyt be a committee

to circulate the subscrijjtion-paper drawn up this day

for five thousand dollars. At a subsequent meeting

the size of the church was enlarged to seventy-eight

by fifty-six feet.

At the opening of the new church the society num-

bered about three hundred, including probationers.

The Sunday-school was in a prosperous condition, un-

der the superintendence of George Starr, consisting of

nearly forty officers and teachers and one hundred

and fifty scholars.

The pastor, Rev. W. C. Hoyt, in his report to the

Quarterly Conference, says, " The numbers gradually

increase. The Bible-classes are interesting. The in-

fant class is well sustained. The teachers are gener-

ally in their places, and labor faithfully for the good

of their scholars. The friends of the school have

much to encourage them."

In the spring of 1855 the New York East Confer-

ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, consisting

of nearly two hundred ministers, held its annual ses-

sion in Danbury. The changed feelings of the people

towards the preachers of the denomination was beau-
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tifuUy illustrated by the cheerfulness with which the

homes and churches were oi)ened for their entertain-

ment and service. Tlie Conference passed resolutions

highly complimentary to the town and the hospitality

of its citizens. "What hath God wrought" in behalf

of Methodism

!

Since the erection of the new building now occu-

pied the following pastors have officiated in the order

named : Eev. E. E. Griswold, recently deceased ; Rev.

George W. Woodruff, a man sui f/eneris and successful

in his pastorate ; Rev. John Miley, now professor in

the Drew Theological Seminary ; Rev. John Pegg,

Jr. ; Rev. John Crawford, whose home is with us still

;

Rev. W. T. Hill, now presiding elder of the New
Haven District, who under the extended pastoral term

remained three years ; Rev. Thomas H. iiurch ; Rev.

W. F. Hatfield, who was removed in the spring of

1873 to White Plains, N. Y. Rev. J. L. Peck suc-

ceeded Mr. Hatfield, and remained three years. Rev.

P. Pilsbury followed Mr. Peck, and remained one

year. The present pastor is the Rev. Spencer H. Bray.

At the last report, rendered in April of this year,

the membership numbered six hundred and fifty full

members and eighty-five probationers, making a total

of seven hundred and thirty-five.

The church was enlarged and improved during the

year 1876, and now has very pleasant Sunday-school

rooms and a fine auditorium.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

On Sunday, July 9, 1876, Rev. J. J. Hough, then

pastor of this church, jjreached a historical sermon,

from which the following is taken

:

"The history of this church stretches back over a

period of a hundred and eighty years. For more
than three-quarters of a century had the First Church
of Danbury been in existence at the time of the

American Revolution. Two generations had re-

ceived instruction and guidance from its pastors,

while as yet there was no thought among the colo-

nists of a separate nationality. Could the founders

of the church now return, they would find no trace of

the work of their hands. Mot a familiar house, or

even a forest-tree, would greet them. The landscape

they might recognize, for the everlasting hills, the

valleys, and the streams are unchanged, but every-

thing else would be to them new and surprising. The
luxurious homes, the busy factories, the stores, the

railroads and telegraphs, the schools, the present tem-

ples of worship, the altogether new and changed life

of their descendants, the different styles of clothing

worn, would all be to them subjects of wonder and
surprise.

"In the year 1696—the year of the formation of

this church—Danbury had been organized as a town
but three years, although its earliest settlement was
in 1684, when it was known by the Indian name of

Pahquioque, or, as I find it in the old colonial records,

Paquiage.
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" From the records of a General Court held at

Hartford, May 14, 1690, I take the following extract:

' Upon tlie petition of the townc of Danbury tliis

court granted them liberty to embody themselves into

church estate in an orderly way, with the consent of

neighbour churches.' Previous to this act of th

court a meeting-house had been built, probably on

the theory that the logical order was the f>rocur('ment

of a cage before catching a bird. The site of tlie first

meeting-house was on 'the Town street' (now Main
Street), a little north of where the court-house now
stands. Its dimensions were about those of an ordi-

nary farm barn,—thirty by forty feet. It is recorded

that ' every person belonging' to the town was present

at the raising and sat on the sills at once.' It is sup-

posed that Mr. Seth Shove was ordained pastor at the

time the church was organized, in 1696. The court

grant quoted above is the only record in existence re-

specting the origin of the church, not even the num-
ber of the original members nor their names being

known. ' Robbins' Century Sermon,' preached in

1801, characterizes the first pastor, Mr. Shove, as a

'very pious and worthy man, who was very successful

in his exertions for the promotion of peace, virtue,

and religion.'

" By a council of the colony authorities assembled

at Hartford, Feb. 6, 1707, a time when the French

were trying to excite the Indians to hostility against

the English, it was ' Resolved, That for the preserva-

tion of the frontier towns of Symsbury, Waterbury,

Woodbury, and Danbury, order be sent to the inhabi-

tants of those towns to provide with all possible speed

a sufficient number of well-fortificd houses for the

saftie of themselves and families in their respective

towns.' In obedience to this order the town put in

posture of defense the house of Rev. Mr. Shove,

which stood on an eminence near the church,

and the house of Mr. Samuel Benedict, at the

lower end of the street. The colonial records show

that the sum of 'five pounds in country pay' was

granted the town of Danbury the following year ' in

consideration Qf the charge of said town in fortifying.'

In connection with the defenses provided, obedience

to the following order by the council, of the same date,

may have contributed to the ' safetie' of the people

:

' Resolved, That these towns do every of them main-

tain a good scout out every day of two f:\ithful and

trusty men to observe the motions of the enemy.'
" Mr. Shove's pastorate was tei'minated by his death,

Oct. 3, 1735. The inscription upon his tombstone is:

' Here lyes buried ye body of Rev. Mr. Seth Shove,

ye pious and laithful pastor of ye church in Danbury

39 years, who died Oct. 3d, Anno Domini, 173o, a^tatis

sua3 68.'

" The church records were consumed when the town

was burned by the British in 1777, consequently there

are no writings to acquaint us with this early period

in the history of the church ; but we may infer an in-

crease of population and the growth of the church
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under Mr. Shove's ministry from the fact that the

first meeting-house gave place to a larger structure

in 1719. Its dimensions were thirty-five by fifty feet.

It occupied the same site as the building it replaced.

The continued growth of the town and of the church

is further indicated by the enlargement of this new
meeting-house in 1745, during the ministry of Mr.

White, fifteen feet being added to the front, making
its dimensions thirty-five by sixty-five feet.

"March 10, 1736, five and one-half months after

Mr. Shove's death, Mr. Ebenezer White was ordained

pastor. In Robbins' sermon this commendatory state-

ment appears :
' Universal harmony prevailed between

the people and their minister for twenty-five years.

The people of the town were considered by all the

neighboring towns as eminent for morality and reli-

gion, for regularity of conduct and constant atten-

tions on the institutions of charity.'

" During the pastorate of Mr. White, the Fairfield

East Association, in session in Danbury, July, 1745,

licensed as a preacher of the gospel David Brainard,

who was then under censure of Yale College, having

been expelled for saying of Tutor Whittlesey, ' that

he had no more of the grace of God in him than that

chair.' (As Tutor Whittlesey was afterwards pastor of

the Centre Church, New Haven, it is to be hoped

that Brainard was mistaken in his harsh utterance.)

The Association justified itself for its action in a

lengthy document ; but if this were needed, a better

vindication was the very useful work done by Brain-

ard in his ministry. In a short career of five and
one-half years he gained renown as a missionary

apostle to the Indians. He died in 1747 at North-

ampton, in the family of President Edwards, by

whom shortly afterwards his biography was written.

" After preaching acceptably to the church for

twenty-five years, Mr. White changed his theological

views, adopting substantially the Sandemanian belief.

He was complained of to the Association in 1763, ' as

holding and teaching false doctrine, and presented to

the council of the Consociation for trial.' The council

met at Danbury Aug. 1, 1763. The church (a major-

ity of whom sustained Mr. White) objected to the

authority of the council on the ground that it was a

Congregational Church, and not amenable to any

outside body. The objection was not allowed ; from

which we may infer that councils in those days (at

least in Connecticut) were something more than 'ad-

visory.' After a five days' session the result reached

was 'that Mr. White should have a three months'

probation to see if he would not preach to the ac-

ceptance of his hearers.' He did not, however, give

satisfaction, and on Jan. 3, 1764, a joint council of

both the Fairfield Consociations met to consider his

CJise. Mr. White, with a majority of the church, de-

nied the jurisdiction of the council and renounced

the platform ; but the council went forward and found

him guilty of heresy, and put him on probation again

until the last Tuesday in March. At that time the

council met again and dismissed him from his pastor-

ate under censure. The majority of the church still

adhering to Mr. White, the council recognized the

minority as constituting the First Consociated Church
in Danbury, and left the seceding majority to them-

selves. At the solicitation of Mr. White the council

convened again the following September to state upon
what terms he could be relieved from censure. The
terms given were declined by Mr. White, and he was
never restored to fellowship.

"The seceding party, declaring themselves inde-

pendent of Consociation, formed a new church organ-

ization, which received the name of the ' New Dan-
bury Church.' Retaining Mr. White as pastor, they

built a meeting-house in 1768, which nine years later

was burned by the British. The church was greatly

weakened by the loss of their meeting-house and by
defections to the Sandemanians, among which was
that of Rev. Ebenezer Russell White (son of Rev.

Ebenezer White), who in 1768 had become colleague

pastor with his father. In 1779, Rev. Ebenezer

White died, and shortly thereafter the ' New Danbury
Church' became extinct.

" The name White has been a prominent and hon-

ored name in Danbury for the last century, the line

of Rev. Ebenezer White's descendants having been

continuous to the present, and finding its representa-

tives in Danbury to-day in the families of Mr. Wil-

liam R. White, Mr. Philo White, and Col. Nelson L.

White.
" This church, weakened by the secession of a ma-

jority of its members, did not secure another pastor

after the dismission of Mr. White until two years

had elapsed. In February, 1765, Mr. Noadiah War-
ner was ordained pastor, but his pastorate was brief

and much interrupted by efforts that were made to

secure the return of the seceders, he on two occasions

consenting to relinquish his pulpit for several months

that candidates might be listened to by both parties,

it being understood that if a man was found upon

whom all could unite Mr. Warner would resign in his

favor. Variances about pecuniary matters and a lack

of the spirit of concession thwarted these efforts, but

they disturbed the relations of Mr. Warner to the

church to the extent that he sought a dismission at

the expiration of the third year of his pastorate.

" From the society records, which date back to 1755,

it appears that on April 3, 1769, a call to the pastorate

was- given by the church and society to 'the worthy

Jeremiah Day,' who had for a few weeks supplied the

pulpit, but, the vote of the society standing twenty-

eight opposed to the call to forty-seven in favor, and

the vote to give him a yearly salary of seventy-five

pounds, with a settlement of one hundred and fifty

pounds standing forty-six in favor, opposed forty-

three, he did not accept. Doubtless this result seemed

disappointing at the time, but Providence was not

altogether unkind, as by his brief connection with

the church he gained for himself a wife, he being
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married the following year to Miss Lucy Wood, one

of the young-lady members of the church.

" In the summer of 1770, Mr. Ebenczer Baldwin

accepted a call to the church. The earliest records of

the church in existence begin with the minutes of the

council that convened for his settlement, Sept. 19,

1770. The sermon upon the occasion was preached

by President Daggett, of Yale College. The brief

statement of Robbins' sermon respecting Mr. Bald-

win is that 'he officiated with great reputation to the

ministry till a sudden death terminated his labors,

Oct. 15, 1776,—a man of great talents and learning'

(he was the second scholar of his class in college), 'a

constant student, grave in his manners, a constant

and able supporter of the sound doctrines of the gos-

pel.' (After the defection of Mr. White, soundness in

the faith would beyond question be the first qualifica-

tion demanded in a pastor.) During his ministry of

six years there were added to the full communion of

the church fifty-four. Ten were admitted to the half-

way covenant.

" The practice of the churches of that day was to

allow baptized persons who did not profess conversion

to assent to the church covenant, which act brought

them into connection with and under the jurisdiction

of the church, although they did not join in com-

munion.

"Mr. Baldwin married sixty-eight couples. He
baptized one hundred and thirteen children, and
attended one hundred and forty-nine funerals. The
summer of 1775 was a period of great mortality in

Danbury, and of the one hundred and thirty deaths

in town that year eighty-two were within the limits

of the First Society, and sixty-two funerals were

attended by Mr. Baldwin in the three months of

June, July, and August.

"The pastorate of Mr. Baldwin covered those

exciting years in the national history that preceded

and marked the commencement of the Revolution.

At that day no class of citizens was more consjjicuous

for patriotism, or more powerfully contributed to

arouse the spirit of resistance to the despotic acts

of the British government and to prepare the minds
of the people for the great struggle of the Revolution,

than the Congregational clergy of New England, and
among them Mr. Baldwin was conspicuous by his zeal

and signal ability. Almost all the writing for the

public prints at that day was done by the clergy.

In 1774 he prepared and published a spirited address

to the people of the western part of the colony to

arouse them to a sense of the danger in which their

liberties were involved. In November, 1776, on the

day set apart for Thanksgiving in the colony of Con-
necticut, at a period which he regarded as the most
calamitous the British colonies ever beheld, he
preached a sermon designed to wake up the spirits

of the people in the important and dangerous strug-

gle in which they were engaged. This sermon had
at the time great celebrity. So excellent, encouraging.

and appropriate was it that it wa« called for and

printed at the expense of a leading member of the

Episcopal Church. A copy of it is preserved in the

arciiives of the Now York Historical Society. Mr.

Baldwin, with the otlic'r ininisters of the Association,

arranged a series of circular fasts in the churches of

Fairfield County, in the spring of 1776, on ' account

of the threatening aspect of the public affairs.'

" A memoir of Mr. Baldwin, prej^ared by his

brother, Hon. Simeon Baldwin, formerly judge of

the Supreme Court of Connecticut, may be found in

Sprague's ' Annals of the American Pulpit.' Mr.

Baldwin's brother Simeon and James Kent, after-

wards Chancellor Kent, of- New York, and author

of ' Kent's Commentaries,' were members of a class

of young men who studied under the direction of

Mr. Baldwin while pastor of this church. Chancellor

Kent, in a Phi Beta Kappa oration given at Yale in

1831, paid a beautiful tribute to the memory of Mr.

Baldwin. Speaking of the tutors in that college, he

said, ' And suffer me for a moment to bring to recol-

lection from among this class of men the Rev. Eben-

ezer Baldwin, of Danbury, for it is to that great,

excellent man that the individual who has now the

honor to address you stands indebted for the best part

of his early classical education. Mr. Baldwin was

tutor in this college for the period of four years, and
he settled as a minister in the First Congregational

Church of Danbury in the year 1770. He was a

scholar and a gentleman of the fairest and brightest

hopes. He was accustomed to read daily a portion

of the Hebrew Scriptures, and he was extensively

acquainted with Greek and Roman literature. His

style of preaching was simple, earnest, and forcible,

with the most commanding and graceful dignity and

manner. His zeal for learning was ardent, and his

acquisitions and reputation rapidly increasing, wheu
he was doomed to fall prematurely in the flower of

his age and while engaged in his country's service.

Though his career was painfully short, he had lived

long enough to attract general notice and the highest

respect by his piety, his learning, his judgment, and

his patriotism. He took an enlightened and active

interest in the rise and early progress of the Ameri-

can Revolution. In the gloomy campaign of 1776 he

was incessant in his efforts to cheer and animate his

tow'nsmen to join the militia which were called out

for the defense of New York. To give weight to his

eloquent exhortations he added that of his heroic

example. He went voluntarily as a chaplain to one

of the militia regiments, composed mostly of his own
parishioners. His office was pacific, but he neverthe-

less arrayed himself in military armor. I was present

i

when he firmly but afiectionately bade adieu to his

devoted parishioners and affectionate pupils. This

was about the 1st of August, 1776, and what a mo-

ment in the annals of this country ! There never

was a period more awful and portentous. It was

the very crisis of our destiny. The defense of New
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York had become desperate. An enemy's army of

thirty thousand men, well disciplined and well

equipped, was in its vicinity, ready to overwhelm
it. Gen. Washington had, to oppose them, less than

eighteen thousand men, and part of them were ex-

tremely sickly. Nothing could have afforded better

proof of patriotic zeal than Mr. Baldwin's voluntary

eidistment at this critical juncture. The militia,

much reduced by sickness, after two months' service

were discharged. Mr. Baldwin fell a victim to the

sickness that prevailed in the army, having only

strength sufficient to reach home, where he died on
October 1st, ' honored by the deepest sympathies of

his own people, and with the public veneration and

sorrow.'
"

WEST STREET CHURCH.

This church originated with Mr. Horace Bull. He
was impressed by reading a series of letters, pub-

lished in the New York Observer, on the duty of large

churches to colonize. They were written by Rev. Dr.

Humijhrey, of Massachusetts. He claimed " that the

activity of a church would be increased by such a les-

sening of its members, and that new churches would

draw in strangers, and thus increase the number of

church-goers." Mr. Bull had a little proj^erty, and

he gave one-third of it to start the enterj^rise. He
had been for many years a member of the First Con-

gregational Church, and contributed to its permanent

fund, but was in no way distinguished except as a

leader of singing. It was no part of his wish to

deprecate other churches, but only to extend more

widely the influence of a joyful gospel. Twenty
members joined him in leaving the " old hive ;" one

came from the Methodist Church, one by letter from

Poughkeepsie, and another from New York City.

" At a meeting of individuals in favor of forming a

new organization for religious worship, held in the

basement of the First Congregational church in Dan-

bury, May 20, 1851, on motion, Horace Bull was ap-

pointed chairman, and a committee of two, consisting

of Henry Lobdell and L. C. Hoyt, were appointed to

confer with the Universalist Society to engage their

house of worship, now St. Peter's Hall, for one year,

and were authorized to correspond with Mr. William

C. Scofield, of New Haven (Theological Seminary),

and, if they deemed it necessary and expedient, to

engage his services as pastor for the term of two

months from the first day of June."

At a meeting held on the evening of May 23, 1851,

the committee reported that they had hired the Uni-

versalist church for one year, and that Mr. Scofield

would preach eight Sabbaths. Permission having

been obtained from the First Church, by a vote of

fourteen yeas to seven nays, to attempt the experiment

of forming a new church, it was resolved to go forward

notwithstanding that the First Church granted its per-

mission only with the condition that it was not to be

held responsible " either for its success or support."

After voting to hold the first religious services in the '

new place of worship, June 1, 1851, the meeting ad-

journed. In 1851, July 9th, the church was organized
by a Congregational Ecclesiastical Council, meeting
in First Church. Oct. 15, 1854, the corner-stone of a
church edifice was laid. This building is now in the

possession of the Catholic Church, west of the park.

May 6, 1852, the new church building was dedicated.

On June 18th of same year rules of government were
adopted and a resolution passed to organize an eccle-

siastical society.

Mr. Scofield was ordained to the gospel ministry

and installed pastor of the new church on Sept. 15,

1852. Thus it will be seen that within about a year

from the preliminary meeting the infant society had
attained to a formal and regular ecclesiastical organi-

zation, built a house of worship, and obtained a set-

tled pastor. April 26, 1854, the pastoral relations of

Mr. Scofield with the church were dissolved by mutual

consent. From this time until the spring of 1858 the

church was without a settled pastor. During the in-

terim, however, the pulpit was suj^plied for more than

two years by the Rev. E. S. Huntington, a friend of

the church and a resident of Danbury.

In 1857, from July 1st until September 17tli of the

same year, Rev. William Page supplied the pulpit.

From November, 1857, until April 1, 1858, Rev. S. H.
Howell made the supplies. The Rev. David Peck, of

Woodbridge, received a call March 26, 1858. On
June 23d, Mr. Peck was regularly installed. Mr.

Peck served acceptably until Jan. 2, 1861, when he

was dismissed at his own request. Rev. Ezra D.

Kenny was invited to supply for three months. Mr.

James Robertson, a licentiate of Union Theological

Seminary, New York City, also was engaged to sup-

ply for a time. On Dec. 20, 1861, the church voted

to engage Mr. Robertson for twelve months. His ser-

vices were so acceptable that the church voted to have

Mr. Robertson ordained March 30, 1862. As the con-

gregation grew and their Avants increased, the neces-

sity of a larger and more commodious building be-

came apparent. Measures were taken to construct

such edifice, and the result was that in May, 1865, the

new West Street church was dedicated. July 1, 1865,

Mr. Robertson severed his connection with the church.

The Rev. Henry Powers was immediately called, and

began his duties as acting pastor. He was installed

April 15, 1868, and was dismissed at his own request

after serving about nine months. May 30, 1869, Mr.

D. A. Easton, a licentiate from Andover Theological

Seminary, Massachusetts, began to supply the pulpit.

On June 3d he received and accepted a call as stated

preacher. Mr. Easton was finally called to the pas-

torate and accepted, and Dec. 29, 1869, he was or-

dained to the gospel ministry, and installed pastor of

the church Oct. 10, 1870. Mr. C. A. G. Thurston, a

licentiate of Andover Theological Seminary, Massa-

chusetts, and more recently stated preacher at Brad-

ford, N. H., began his duties as associate pastor and

preacher with Mr. Easton, whose health, being im-
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paired, rendered him unable to perform the duties of

the pastorate without assistance. Sept. 20, 1871, Mr.

Easton was dismissed as pastor on account of ill

health, but, preserving membership of the churcli, he

often supplied the pulpit and greatly aided in clear-

ing off a funded debt which was burdening the church.

The Eev. S. B. Hershey, the present jjastor, was in-

stalled Oct. 27, 1874.

ST. JAMES' EPISCOPAL CIIURCII.

The earliest records of St. James' Church, Danbury,

now in possession of the church go back only as far

as the year 1812. The second missionary sent to this

State by the venerable " Society for the Propagation

of the Gospel in Foreign Parts,"—a society still in

vigorous existence in the English Church,—the Rev.

Henry Canes, a graduate of Yale in the class of 1728,

and who went to England for holy orders in 1727 and

became missionary to Fairfield late in the autumn of

the same year, sought out the churchmen scattered in

the contiguous regions. In his first report, made to

the society in 1728, he sijeaks of a " village northwest-

ward of Fairfield about eighteen miles, containing

twenty families; the name of it is Chestnut Ridge

(Redding), and where I usually preach and lecture

once in three weeks." He also visited Ridgefield and

Danbury as often as his duties would permit, and

stated that there were in most of these places seven,

ten, or fifteen families professing the doctrine of the

Church of England.

About 1763 the first Ejjiscopal church was erected

in this place, and opened, on its partial completion,

by the Rev. Ebenezer Dibble, a native of Danbury,

and missionary at Stamford and Greenwich. Occa-

sionally ministrations were held here by the Rev. Mr.

Learning, and by the Rev. Mr. Beach, of Newtown.
A charitable layman, Mr. St. George Talbot, residing

in the province of New York, who presented the

church with a Bible and Prayer-book and had assisted

the people here towards the erection of their church,

was one of the gratified congregation at the opening

services. In 1769 the faithful missionary at Newtown,
reporting his occasional services in the newly-erected

church at Danbury, speaks of the edifice "with a

decent steeple" and large enough to accommodate
from "four hundred to five hundred people." In 1777,

Gen. Tryon, commanding a detachment of two thou-

sand of His Majesty's troops, penetrated to Danbury,

a place which the commissioners of the American
army had selected for depositing military stores ; and
while both church and meeting-house thei-e were used

as depositories, his troops are said to have taken the

stores out of church and burned them in the streets,

saving the sacred edifice, but they devoted the meet-

ing-house to the flames. In 1784 the Rev. Samuel
Seabury, D.D., was consecrated Bishop of Connecti-

cut in Aberdeen, Scotland, the first American prelate.

In 1794 the Rev. David Perry, of Ridgefield, resigned

the pastoral charge of the parishes of Ridgefield, Red-

ding, and Danbury, and in due time the Rev. David
Butler succeeded him in the cure, and the Rev. Elijah

G. Plum frofri 1808 to 1812. Bishop .Jarvis conse-

crated the churcli here Oct. G, 1802. Bislu>]< Hobart,

of New York, officiated in Danbury on a Sunday in

August, 1817. In 1809 there were reported 70 families

and 22 communicants. In 1816, 41 communicants.

In 1822, 44 communicants. In 1824, 49 communi-

cants.

The Rev. Reuben Hubbard was instituted rectfjr,

Sept. 1, 1812, to 1819; the Rev. Ambrose 8. Todd
from 1819 to 1823; Rev. Samuel B. Hall from 1823 to

1836. In 1836 only 40 communicants and 5 families

of the original churchmen were remaining. Up to

this time the parish had had clerical services once in

three or four weeks, and from 1808 had alwaj-s been

associated with Christ Church, Redding, and part of

the time also with Ridgefield. The Rev. Mr. Hull

confined himself to Danbury and Redding, and after

the chapel, now St. Thomas' church. Bethel, was

built, in 1835, the services were divided between the

two alternately once in four weeks. The year 1836

was the first time that the j^arish of St. James'

Church and St. Thomas' Chapel had attempted to

have the services of a clergyman the whole time, and

this came near failing for the want of means. From
Easter, 1838, to Easter, 1839, Dr. Short officiated half

the time in Brookfield and the other half here, and

the Christian Knowledge Society aided in the pay-'

ment of his salary. The Rev. David H. Short was

rector from 1836 to 1840, and the Rev. Thomas T.

Guion from 1840 to 1847. In 1844 the first church

built at the lower end of Main Street, a wooden build-

ing, the frame of which has been converted into a

dwelling-house, was abandoned, and a new church

was erected in a central position on West Street near

Main. The Rev. Henry Olmstead and the Rev. John
Purves were associated with the Rev. Mr. Guion, re-

siding in Bethel and having charge of the chapel there.

In 1844 the whole parish, including Bethel, reported

100 families and 130 communicants, with SO Sunday-

school scholars and 20 teachers. In 184(5, on the sepa-

ration of Bethel from this parish, Rev. Guion re-

ported 75 families, 65 communicants, and 45 Sunday-

school scholars, with 9 teachers. From 1847 to 1854

the Rev. William White Bronson wiis rector. In 1853

he reported 70 families and 77 communicants. From
1854 to 1864 the Rev. I. Lcander Townsend was rec-

tor. In 1855 he reported 70 families and 107 com-

municants. In 1859 the church was enlarged by the

addition of a chancel and new furniture, the latter

being used in the new stone church. In 1863 he re-

ported 130 families and 189 communicants. The Rev.

Mr. Townsend was also rector of "Deer Hill Insti-

tute," a church boarding-school for boys. The Rev.

Dr. Hawley entered upon his duties on the 1st of

March, 1864. He reported this year 145 fomilies and

278 communicants. In 1867 the present chapel and
the chancel and the first bay of the nave of the new
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stone church was erected, and in 1872 the nave and
the tower were completed all save the stone spire.

An ex-editor of the Church Review speaks of this

sacred edifice as " one of the most beautiful churches

in the country." The memorial and other windows

were made by Messrs. Moore, Doremus, Henry E.

Sharpe, Morgan & Bros., Slack & Booth, and are

among the finest specimens of their best workmanship.

The present rector. Rev. Arthur Sloan, assumed charge

May, 1875.

FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH.

On the 9th day of December, 1822, a little company
of men, twelve in number,—as were the earliest dis-

ciples,—met at the school-house in Great Plain Dis-

trict, in the town of Danbury, to organize a Univer-

salist society.

These twelve men were Ebenezer Nichols, William

Patch, Miles Hoyt, Philo B. White, Stephen Ambler,

Zadock Stephens, Ira R. Wildman, Thomas P. White,

William Peck, Joel Taylor, Andrew Andrews, Stephen

Gregory.

Previous to this time Universalism had taken root

in Danbury, in consequence of the jjreaching of itin-

erant ministers, or missionaries, who traveled through

this part of the country from time to time, holding

services in towns where opportunity offered, speaking

in public halls, in school-houses, private dwellings,

•and, when no other place could be found, in barns or

in the open air. In 1807, probably in September of

that year, the Rev. Hosea Ballou, one of the fathers

of the Universalist Church in America, having jour-

neyed into Connecticut for the purpose of attending

the annual meeting of the United States Universalist

Convention, which was held at Newtown, September

15th, 16th, and 17th, conducted religious services in

Danbury, preaching in the court-house. This was

the first service ever conducted in Danbury by a Uni-

versalist clergyman of which any record has been

found. There are traditions to the effect that the

Rev. John Murray, a disciple of Wesley, Avho first

planted Universalism on the shores of the New
World, preached once in Danbury before the be-

ginning of the present century, but of this service

the present pastor can find no written record.

After 1807 occasional services were held in the town

by various itinerant ministers, among others the Rev.

Solomon Glover, of Newtown. At this time the so-

cial ostracism, amounting in some cases to actual per-

secution, which had been meted out to the Methodists

in England, to the Baptists and Quakers in America,

and to every religious sect at some period of its his-

tory, fell to the lot of the American Universalists.

Their testimony was not taken in court; they were

pronounced little better than atheists ; were charged

with being haters of religion and teachers of immoral

doctrines. One of the twelve men who organized the

society in 1822 attended the meetings for some time

in secret, " going across the swamp to the court-house,

in order not to be seen," as he often afterwards con-

fessed. Such a profound impression was, however,

produced upon his mind by the new truths which he
believed he had heard that he was no more ashamed,
but proud, to be seen going to the Universalist meet-

ings. Those were the days when good, pious, Chris-

tian souls, not doubting that Universalists were infi-

dels and were doing the work of Satan, prayed that

the Lord would " uncover the bottomless pit and
shake the Universalist minister over it until he re-

pented of his errors." It was the retort of one of the

Universalist pioneers that even in this prayer, seem-

ingly so profane and merciless, there was, after all, a
recognition of divine goodness, in the admission that

a pit without bottom should yet be provided with a

cover.

After the organization of the Universalist Society

it was for a year or two without a regular pastor.

Visiting clergymen on preaching tours spent the

Sunday here on frequent occasions, and preached,

sometimes in the court-house, occasionally in other

places. Sometimes a clergyman would arrive late

Saturday evening, and messengers would be sent out

notifying the little band that on the morrow they were

to have a minister.

Some time in 1824 the Rev. Thomas F. King, father

of Rev. T. Starr King, was engaged to preach a por-

tion of the time in Danbury, preaching also at Nor-

walk during his engagerqent, which continued about

two years. In 1826 the Rev. Zelotus Fuller preached

occasionally at Danbury, and was succeeded by the

Rev. Daniel E. Morgan, who preached one sermon

every Sunday for six months. Then, for a period of

four years, occasional services were rendered by the

Revs. Geo. Rogers, Solomon Glover, Menzies Raynor

(a convert from the Episcopal Church), T. J. Whit-

comb, Theophilus Fiske, Gilman Noyes, and Nehe-

miali Dodge. Dec. 29, 1830, the Rev. John Boyden
was called to become the pastor, and preached in

Danbury about six months, when, finding Jiis various

duties more than he could longer undertake, and

desiring that a pastor should be engaged who should

give his entire time and attention to the Danbury

congregation, he asked to be released from his en-

gagement, and the request was granted. During the

ministry of Mr. Boyden a choir was gathered under

the leadership of the late Stephen A. Hurlburt, who
served as chorister for many years with zeal and faith-

fulness.

The subsequent pastors of this congregation have

been as follows

:

1831.—Rev. G. W. Brooks, for two months only.

1831.—Rev. L. F. W. Andrews, for about the same

length of time. Mr. Andrews was subsequently en-

gaged with Hon. P. T. Barnum, as editor of a paper

which Mr. Barnum published. Mr. Barnum was for

several years the clerk of the Universalist Society.

1831-32.—Rev. G. W. Brooks, re-engaged.

1833.—In August, Rev. L. W. F. Andrews was
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called, and declined a re-engagement, Mr. Brooks'

engagement having expired.

1834.—Rev. Albert Case.

1835.—The church was without a pastor.

1836-38.—Rev. S. C. Bulkley.

1838-40.—Rev. James Cook.

1841^3.—Rev. S. B. Brittan.

1843-45.—Rev. J. K. Ingalls.

1847.—Rev. Heman Burr.

1846.—In the latter part of this year the pulpit was

supplied for a time by Rev. R. P. Ambler.

1847.—No settled pastor.

1848.—Rev. Timothy Elliott.

1849-51.—Rev. Geo. H. Deere.

1852-56.—Rev. S. C. Bulkley.

1856.—Rev. Mr. Bulkley's engagement closed early

in the year. Rev. Edward Smiley was engaged early

in June, ordained in July, but remained only till No-

vember. For two years following the church was

weakened by the general prostration of business, and

during this time was shepherdless.

1859-60.—Rev. Robert C. Brown.

1861.—No settled pastor.

1862-65.—Rev. J. H. Shepard.

1866-67.—Rev. Abel C. Thomas supplied the pulpit.

1868-70.—Rev. William G. Haskell.

1870-80.—Rev. D. M. Hodge, the present pastor.

A church edifice was erected for this congregation

on Main Street, corner of Wooster, in 1833, and dedi-

cated in September of that year by the Rev. Matthew
Hale Smith, assisted by other clergymen. This build-

ing was afterwards sold to the Catholic Society, and

is still owned by them. The edifice on Liberty Street

now occupied by this congregation was built in 1851-

52, and dedicated in the spring of the latter year.

The first deacons of the church were William Patch

and Zadock Stevens.

Nearly all the members of the original church or-

ganization are now dead or have removed from town.

In fact, the church has been unusually subject to loss

by these causes, especially the latter, notwithstanding

which it has had a slow but steady growth
;
during

the ministry of the present pastor a goodly number
have been added to the membership of the church,

and many children have been baptized.

This church observes one Sunday in June of each

year as Rose Sunday, when the church audience-room

is profusely decorated with flowers and children are

christened or baptized.

The officers of this church at the present time are

:

Pastor, Rev. D. M. Hodge
;
Deacons, Stephen Bates,

N. B. Dibble, Timothy H. Foster, Luman L. Hubbell;

Clerk and Collector, Foster Jarvis
;
Treasurer, A. A.

Heath ; Executive Committee, Joseph T. Bates, T. H.
Foster, Andrew J. Williams.

The church at the present time is united and pros-

perous, and is doing a good work in the comniunity.

It strives to work in harmony and peace with all who
love the Lord Jesus Christ.

THE SANDEMANIAN SOCIETY.

Barber, in his "Connecticut Historical Collcctioas,"

published in 1836, says,

—

" III 1704, Mr. Koliort Hamlfiman, a native of Pprtli, in ficotlanJ, a man
of learning and Hnperioral'iiitieH, wJio liatj Home cfjrrfjHjKjiidenc*! witii Mr.

Wliito anil s jme other ininistors in ihu countiy, earne from l)i« native

land, landed at lioston, and came t« Danburv near tlie cloHC of the year.

After tarrying several weeks he returned to IJoBton, where lie wxm organ-

ized a cliurcli. lie returned to Danhury and gathered a church, July,

17C5. The principal doctrinen which he tuuglit were einiilar to tliow of

tlie ChriMtian Church. Jlin diHtiiiguiHhing tenet wa«, ' that faith in a mere

intellectual belief;' hia favorite exi>refi8ion wan, bare belU'f of bar*i

truth.' He maintained that hiu church wii« the only true church, then

arisen from the ruins of Antichrist, his reign being near a clone. The

use of means for mankind in a natural state he pretty much explodcl.

" Mr. Sandeman died in 1771. The next year his church moved to New
Haven. Here it appears they wore in a flourishing condition for three

or four years. The house in which tliey worshiped is still standing on

Greyson Street.

" When the Eovoliitionary war broke out the Sandemanians, who were

royalists, became objects of sus]iicion. They were brought uji before the

civil authority on several occasions, and at one time were imprisoned.

These proceedings had the efl'ect to break up their church in this idace;

nearly, if not quite, all their people moved away.

" In July, 1774, several persons who had been members of that church,

together with a number who belonged to the society at New IJanbury,

united and formed a new Sandemanian Cliurch. That continued and in-

creased for many years, till March, 1793, when tliey divided into two

churches."

The following is from a more recent account given

of the Sandemanians

:

" They meet on the Sabbath and the Thursday afternoon of each week
to e.vhort and to explain the sacred word. Their church is provided with

a largo circular table, which occupies nearly half the area of the build-

ing, at which the several members seat themselves, each one provided

with a copy of the Scriptures, and as they individually feel disjiosed they

read and comment thereon, the females not partaking therein, being but

indifferent spectators of the proceedings. They also add to their former

e.Nercises prayer and singing; and after which they assemble at one or

the other of the brothers' or sisters' houses, where they partake of a

fe.ast. . . . There are probablyatpresentabouttwentypiiniilive followers,

of strict morals and chaste deportment, even to a proverb. It appears

tli.at none have joined them latterly.

" This sect, lilte most others, have divisions among them, one Jiarty of

which g« by the name of * Osbornites,' from Mr. Levi Osborne, their

present teacher. These are very few in number, reduced by deaths, and

from the circumstance of none uniting with them. The other party go

by the name of 'Baptist' Sandemanians, from their belief in, and practice

of, baptism. The Osbornites appear to have been the most numerous of

the two classes, having had formerly a considerable number of members,

consisting of some people of influence."

There are said to be but four hundred persons of

this denomination in the world, forty of whom are in

the United States. Those of this belief in Great Brit-

ain are known by the name of " Glassites."

The following is copied from the monument of Mr.

Sandeman, in the burying-ground opposite the court-

house :

"Here lies, until the resurrection, the body of RonrnT S.vnpemak. a

native of Perth, Nortli Britain, who, in the face of continued opposition

from all sorts of men, long boldly contended for the ancient Faith, that

the bare work of Jesus Christ, without a deed or thought on the part of

man, is suflicient to present the chief of sinners spotless before God. To
declaie this blessed Truth, as testified in the Holy Scriptures, he left his

country, he left his friends, and after much patient suffering flnished his

labors at Danbury, April 2, 1771, JE. 53 years.

" Deign'd Christ to come so nigh to us

As not to count it shame

To call us Brethren, should we blush

At aught that beai-s His name ?
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" Nay, let us boast iu Hie reproach,

And glory in His Cross

:

When He appears, one smile fi"om Him,

Will far o'erpay our loss."

Rev. Nathaniel West, in his "Analysis of the Bible,"

says,—

" S.iNDEMANiANS.—Followers of Mr. Sancleman,who was himself a dis-

ciple of Mr. John Glass. The Sandemauians now usually include the

Glassites, or followers of Mr. Glass. Place, chiefly Scotland, there being

a few in England, the United States, and Britisli North America.

Numbers in all, about 2000."

"Glassites.—A body of dissenters from the Scotch Church, named
after their founder, Mr. Joliu Glass or Glas. Mostly in Scotland, where

they number 213G."

We went to what is now called the Wooster Street

Cemetery, and after a long search through the sadly-

neglected ground found the grave of Mr. Sandeman
in a good state of j^reservation, located west of the

jail and near the fence which incloses it. From the

appearance of the stone we should judge that it must

have replaced an older one. The inscription thereon

is not, in some respects, correctly quoted in Barber's
" History." We give it verbatim.

As near as we can ascertain, after the death of Mr.

Sandeman, the church was jiresided over by Elder

Nathaniel Bishop, who died in 1857. After the death

of Elder Bishop, Mr. William B. Ely, an esteemed

citizen of Danbury, filled the position until his death,

which occurred in 1869. Mr. Ely was an active mem-
ber of the church for ujjwards of fifty years. Since

his death the church has had no regularly-appointed

elder. Although the members do not number as

many as formerly, the services are kept up with the

old-time regularity.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.

The first mass said in Danbury was at the house of

James Doyle, in Grassy Plain, by the Rev. Father

Smith, of New Haven, in the year 1838, and services

were held at irregular intervals from that date until

the years 1845 and 1846. The next mass said was by

the Rev. Father Brady, then in charge of the mission

of Norwalk and Stamford, at the house of John Hart,

on Franklin Street, in the years 1847 and 1848.

At the next mission, in 1849, mass was said at the

house of John Sixain, then living in South Street. At
the next mission, in 1850, mass was said at the house

of James Croal, on Deer Hill. The same year mass

was celebrated by Father Ryan in the court-house.

The services in the court-house were disturbed by

some American people. The academy owned by Rev.

John Irwin, Second Congregational Society, was ob-

tained for the use of the Catholics for the rest of the

year. The next mission was in 1851. Rev. Father

Ryan purchased the Universalist church, corner of

Morris and Wooster Streets, at a cost of three thou-

sand dollars. Some improvements were made the

same year. The Catholic Cemetery was purchased in

1853, at a cost of two hundred dollars.

In 1857 a lot was purchased at the corner of Main

and Centre Streets, and a parsonage erected thereon.

In 1858 or 1859 a piece of land on the west side of

Main Street was purchased for two thousand dollars.'

In 1861 some improvements were made on the old

church, now known as St. Peter's Hall. In 1862 the

present church was purchased of the Congregation-

alists for two hundred dollars, and remodeled at a cost

of two thousand dollars. In the following year im-

provements were made on St. Peter's Hall.

During the pastorate of Rev. P. Sheridan he in-

stituted two Catholic schools,—one for boys and one

for girls,—and the attendance was about two hundred.

He also purchased a piece of land and added it to the

cemetery, and also improved it materially.

In the fall of 1864, the debt of the church having

reached about six thousand dollars. Father Sheridan

resolved to liquidate at least a portion of it, and con-

sequently inaugurated a grand fair at Concert Hall,

from which the net proceeds were three thousand dol-

lars. He then commenced collecting funds for build-

ing a new church. The church was commenced in

1869, and in September, 1871, the corner-stone was

laid by the bishop, Right Rev. F. P. McFarland. The
sermon on the occasion Avas preached by the Rev.

Father Hewitt, of the Paulist Fathers, Fifty-ninth

Street, New York. It is a singular fact that the walls

were built before the laying of the corner-stone, in

consequence of the absence of Bishop McFarland at

the CEcumenical Council at Rome. The church is a

massive structure, and pleasantly located on Main
Street, near the park.

The following is a list of the pastors from 1851,

when Father Ryan was here, to the present time:

Rev. Father O'Farrell, 1852-53; Rev. John Smith,

1853-57 ; Rev. Peter Kelly, 1858 ; Rev. Thomas Drea,

1858-61; Rev. Ambrose Manahan, D.D., 1861-62;

Rev. P. Sheridan, 1863-July, 1874; Rev. John Quinn,

1874.

The present officers are the following : Rev. M. P.

Lawlor, pastor ; Rev. Michael J. Burns, asspciate pas-

tor; Michael Darragan, Thomas Moran, trustees,

elected annually.

The St. Patrick's Library Association was estab-

lished in 1858.

The St. Peter's Catholic Benevolent Society was

organized in July, 1865. Thomas Johnson, Presi-.

dent ; Thomas McCue, Vice-President.

St. Vincent De Paul TotaA Abstinence and Benev-

olent Society was organized August 6, 1866, with

twenty charter members. The present membership

is seventy-five. Charles Doran is the president, and

Michael J. Griffin the vice-president.

The Young Men's Father Mathew Temperance

Society was organized in 1878 with about sixty mem-
bers present.

THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST.

This church dates its origin back to 1817, when Levi

Osborne and wife and Uz Wildman and wife left the

Sandemanian Society, in consequence of some dilfer-
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ence of religious opinion, of which they had been

honored members, and formed the nucleus of the

present society.

Mr. Osborne, hearing of a society in New York

called the Disciples, visited their church and was bap-

tized by Henry Errett. Returning to Danbuiy, he

baptized his wife and Uz Wildnian and wife, and

their services were held in Mr. Osborne's house. Mr.

Osborne officiated as elder from this time until his

death, in 1851. He was the leading spirit of the en-

terprise, and for many years the members of the

church were called " Osbornites."

The society soon began to increase in numbers, and

a room over Mr. Osborne's weaver-shop was fitted up

for a place of worship. In 1840 a church building

was erected on White Street. In 1853 the church

belonging to the Methodist Society on Liberty Street

was purchased, and occupied in January of the follow-

ing year. '

The following ministers of this faith have preached

here: Porter Thomas, A. G. Comings, Matthew S.

Clapp, William Tichenar, Ephraim A. Smith, Francis

M. Craig, E. B. Osborne, J. M. Yearnshaw, W. W.
Belding, N. W. Eaton, Theodore Brooks, Alfred N. Gil-

bert, Joel A. Headington, AV. L. Hayden, W. R. Spind-

ler, W. B. Craig, and J. L. Darsie, present pastor.

The elders have been as follows: Levi Osborne,

John Benedict, Edward B. Osborne, Starr Benedict,

John Abbott, Abel Foote, E. A. Mallory, Lewis B.

Stevens, Edgar S. Morris.

In 1854 a division occurred in the church, and

thirty-five members withdrew and met in a hall on

Main Street, known as Christian chapel, calling Leslie

R. Gault as pastor. The congregations were, however,

reunited in 1869. The church is now in a i^rosperous

condition, and has a membership of over two hundred.

GERMAN METHODIST CHURCH.

This church was first established, under the leader-

ship of Henry Stapleburg and Henry Grabert, in the

year 1875, in Benedict & Nichols' block, corner ot

Main and Liberty Streets. The need of a German
church society had long been felt by the Protestant

Germans of Danbury, that they might hear the gospel

expounded in their own tongue, as many of them

were unable to understand and fully comprehend the

word in the English tongue, and the English church

was the only church they were inclined to attend.

By the efforts of the above-named leaders, about

thirty Protestant Germans were brought together and
organized a society at the above place in 1875, and
Mr. Grabert was appointed by the pastor of the

nearest German church (then located at New Haven)

as a local preacher, and filled the pulpit three Sun-

days in each month, the fourth being the visit of the

pastor. Rev. Mr. Hendiges, and who as often as pos-

sible sent ministers and tried to supply the pulpit

every other Sunday. The society flourished in in-

terest, although not rapidly in numbers, for the first

year, the expenses being paid by the liberal donations

of its members. A Sabbath-school was establislied

at the same time of the church opening, and num-

bered about twenty-five scholars.

The pressure of the times and expense of sustaining

the church caused the society to give up tlieir un-

dertaking in the year 1877. Its mcmljers tlien re-

sumed their places again in the English churches,

principally the Methodist.

In the spring of 1878, Henry Stapleburg built a

small two-story dwelling-house on the rear of his lot

and residence, corner of Rose Hill and Henry Street,

the lower part occupied by a German family and the

upper story to be used as a church. The dimension.s

were about twenty by twenty-five feet, and the room

was comfortably fitted up for a chapel. This was a new
opening for the society, as Mr. Stapleburg gave them

the use of the room for the purpose of worshij), which

expense was quite an item to the little Ijand, who

were trying to worship under their own vine and fig-

tree in their own tongue.

Early in the fall of 1878 the room was completed,

and once more an effort was made to establish a

church on a firmer footing. Other Methodist Ger-

man families were induced to come to Danbury to

work at hatting, and so increase the membershij) of

the church society. Mr. Grabert filled the pulpit

every other week, and other ministers from abroad

were sent by the pastor at New Haven, Conn., to fill

it at other times, he coming once a month and ad-

ministering the sacrament.

Signs were evident that the growth of this church

was more rapid than at any period since its formation,

in 1875, and the little room was too small to accom-

modate them longer than through the winter of

1878-79, and on the first Sunday in April, 1S79, the

society again occupied their old rooms, corner of

Main and Liberty Streets.

Mr. Grabert, in the winter of 1879-80, found his

labors through the week in the factory and in the

pulpit on Sunday were too arduous. He called a

meeting of the society in the beginning of the month

of March, and submitted to the pastor and people the

necessity of a regularly established church with a

permanent pastor. Application to the German Con-

ference held at New York in the second week of

April was made for a permanent minister and organ-

ized society, and the Conference, hearing the reports

from this mission and its pastor, appointed to the

German Church of Danbury the Rev. Jacob Kiudler,

then residing in Mount Vernon, N. Y., where his

family still resides. Mr. Kindler w;i5 a chaplain in a

New York regiment during the early part of the war,

and is an old cavalry officer. At the battle of Bull

Run he sustained injuries through the falling of his

horse, breaking the chaplain's hip-bone.

The church is now regularly ordained, and has a

membership of about fifty and a Sunday-school of

about the same number.
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CHAPTER XXI.

DAN"BURY (Continued).

Organization of this Town—Paquiage—Swampfield—Records of 1777

—

First Town-Meeting after the Revolution—First Officers Elected after

tlie Revulvition— The Burongh of Danbury — Organization— First

Officers—Wardens from Organization to 1880—Extracts from Records,

etc.—Ear-Marks.

The town of Danbury was constituted at a General

Court held Oct. 13, 1687. The following is an extract

from the records

:

" This Court named tlie new towne at Paquiage* Danbury, and granted

tliem a freedom from county rates for fower yeares from this date ; and

tliis Court grants tliat the bownds of the said towne of Danbury shall be

six miles square, provided it doe not prejudice any former grant to any

particular person made by this Court.

" Tliis Court grants the Danbury brand shall be two eyes as followeth

11." (Col.Rec.)

The early town recordsf were destroyed when the

town was burned by the British, hence we are unable

to give anything of a documentary character prior to

that time.

RECORDS OF 1777.

The following is the first record which appears in

the old town-book after the destruction of the town

:

" At a town-meeting legally named, held in Danbury, Oct. 1, 1777,

Cap. Daniel Taylor chosen moderator. S'^ meeting was by vote adjourned

to the Gth instant at four of the Clock in the afternoon.

" Major Taylor, Clerk."

The next entry is as follows

:

" To THE Inhabitants of the Town of Danbury :

"Gkntlemen,—It being represented to the General Assembly of this

State at their Sessions in May last that the public Records of your Town
were consumed by Fire, and said Assembly appointed us the Subscribers

to look into the Matter and Ascertain the right of every individual own-

ing Lands in said Town, to facilitate its matter, beg leave to recom-

mend to you, Gentlemen, to call a Town-meeting and appoint a Com.

in the several pai'ts of your Town, who shall as soon as may be collect

all tlie necessary Deeds and Surveys and other Conveyances of Lands in

said Town, and where any Deeds or otlier Conveyances are lost or con-

sumed by fire, so that the title cannot be otherwise ascertained, then

the Committee, with the assistance of those whose title is thus lost, do

bound out said Lands, mentioning wlio it adjoins upon ; also to notify

the persons on whom such lands do adjoin to be present at the Time of

hounding out the same, and to adjourn your Town-meeting to tlie 29th

day of December, and when said doings of said committee shall be pub-

lickly read in their cases where there is any Dispute, at which time and
place we will attend.

" Daniel Sherman,
" I. MOSELY,
" Nehemiah Beardsley,

'•Lemuel Sanfoud,
" Caleb Baldwin, Jr.,

*' Committee,
"Danbury, Nov. 12, 1777."

* A petition was presented " in behalf of the plantation of Paquiage

that the same may be constituted to be a towne and to be named Swamp-
field," their south bounds to be " by the north bounds of Fairfield and

Norwalk, the north bounds Halfeway to Weaiitinucke, tlie east bounds,

half way to Stratford river, the west bounds by York line." The petition,

dated October 6th, is signed by Thomas Fitch, Jehu Burr, John Burr,

and Thomas Bennydick. They state that " there are twentie families in-

habiting at Paquiage, and more desirable pereons a comming." Samuel

Hayes, of Norwalk, was deputed to present the petition to the court.

The name substituted by the court for that proposed by the petition was

probably adopted from Danbury, a village in Essex, five miles from

Chelmsford. (C. J. Hoivdley.)

f The Probate records were saved.

At a town-meeting "legally named," held Nov. 18,

1777, the following were appointed a committee, as

recommended by the General Assembly, to assist per-

sons in collecting the necessary conveyances, etc.

:

Daniel Taylor, Comfort Hoyt, Benjamin Sperry, Na-
than Gregory, David Boughton, Joseph Wildman,
Benjamin Boughton, Jr., David Wildman, Samuel

Nichols, Alexander Stuart, John Starr, David Hoyt,

Jr., John Dunning, Benjamin Stevens, John Gregory,

Richard Shute, Noah Hoyt, Ezra Stevens, Jos. Bar-

num, Matthew Linley, Richard Barnum, Samuel Ben-

edict, David Perce, Samuel Weed, Thomas Stevens,

Thomas Starr, Eli Segar, Benjamin Shove, Lemuel
Benedict, Daniel Wildman, Daniel Wood, Thaddeus

Brownson, Daniel Wood, Jr., Thomas Taylor, John
Benedict, Isaac Benedict, Joseph Starr, Ephraim
Barnum, Nathaniel Hoyt, Jos. Beebe, Nathaniel

Benedict, Thomas Benedict, Benjamin Benedict,

James Seely, and Nathan Taylor.

At the same meeting it was also voted " to have one

committeeman in each School District to procure

clothing for their quota of men in the Continental

Army, viz.. Major Taylor, Silas Hamilton, Justus

Barnum, Elisha Dibble, Nathaniel Starr, Benjamin

Dunning, Matthew Dilks, Nathaniel Gregory, Na-
thaniel Benedict, Thomas Stevens, Theophilus Bene-

dict, Daniel Wood, Andrew Comstock, Ephraim

Barnum, and James Seely."

At said meeting it was also voted " that the Select-

men draw money of the Collector to pay for the afore-

said Articles and give him their obligation therefor."

Then "the meeting by vote adjourned to the 29th

Day of December next at nine of the Clock in the

morning. Test, Major Taylor, Clerk."

THE FIRST TOWN-MEETING AFTER THE BRITISH
INVASION.

The first town-meeting held after the burning of the

town at which town officers were chosen was on Dec.

15, 1777, when the following officers were elected :

Constables.—Comfort Hoyt, Jr., and to collect the

county-rate, Thomas Taylor and Justus Barnum.

Grand Jurors.—Zadock Benedict, Eliphalet Bar-

num, Andrew Comstock.

Selectmen.—Major Taylor, David Hickok, David

Boughton, Elijah Hoyt, Ezra Dibble, Jr., Capt. Com-

fort Hoyt, Joseph Benedict.

Listers.—Benjamin Hickok, Oliver Benedict, David

Wood, Daniel Comstock, Jonas Benedict, Nathaniel

Starr, Paul Hamilton.

Tythingmen.—Joshua Knapp, Ebenezer Picket, Jr.,

Nathaniel Gregory, Joseph Elmore, Ezra Dibble,

Matthew Starr.

Surveyors of Highways.—Comfort Hoyt, Jr., Jo-

seph Wildman, David Boughton, Jr., Eliakim Starr,

Samuel Benedict (4th), Timothy Benedict, Ebenezer

Hickok, Joseph Starr, John McLean, Alexander

Stuart, Samuel Nichols, Samuel Stevens, Lemuel

Linly, Eleazer Benedict, Eli Segar, B. Knapp, Ttad-



DANBURY. 227

deus Brownson, Lemuel Wood, Jr., Benjamin tStevcas,

Jr., Samuel Sturdevant, and David Weed.

Fence- Viewers.—Daniel Hoyt, Thaddeus Barnum,

Caleb Church, Josiah Vining, Nathaniel Hoyt,

Matthew Barnum.

Sealer of Weights.—Jared Patchen.

Sealer of Leather.-—Joseph Benedict.

Sealers of Measures.—Ezra Dibble, Thaddeu.s Brown-

son.

Pound-Keeper.—Daniel Church.

THE BOROUGH OF DANBURY.

The charter of the borough of Danbury was granted

upon the aj^plication of Moss White and others at

the May session of the Legislature in 1822. The first

borough-meeting was held at the court-house, Wed-
nesday, June 26, 1822, when the following officers

were elected : Darius Starr, Clerk ; Daniel B. Cook,

Warden ; Samuel Tweedy, Moss White, Elijah Greg'

ory, David Foot, Samuel Wildraan, Willan Patch,

Burgesses ; Alanson Hamlin, Treasurer ; Matthew

Curtis, Bailiff.

At a meeting held July 5, 1822, S. P. Clark, Sam-
uel C. Dibble, John Foot were appointed haywards.

At a special borough-meeting held May 8, 1823,

Reuben Booth was appointed agent to oppose the pe-

tition of Comfort Hoyt and others praying the Gen-

eral Assembly to repeal the whole or in part the re-

solve incorporating the borough of Danbury.

The follow'ing is a list of the wardens and clerks

from its incorporation to 1880

:

W.\KDENS.

1822-23, 1826-31, D. B. Cooke; 1824-25, 1838-39,

Samuel Wildman; 1832-35, Eli T. Hoyt; 1836-37,

Chandler Smith
;
1840-41, Samuel Tweedy

;
1842-43,

Edward Taylor; 1844-45, Elias S. Sanford; 1846-48,

1850, 1852, Samuel W. Jennings
;
1849, Oliver Stone

;

1851, 1854-55, Stephen A. Hurlburt
;
1853, David B.

Booth; 1856, Ezra P. Bennett; 1857, Samuel Mal-

lory
;
1858-59, Wm. H. Tweedy

;
1860, Geo. E. Cow-

perwait
;
1861, Wm. T. Lacey

;
1862-65, J. Amsbury

;

1866-68, 1874, Edward S. Davis
;
1869-73, 1878, Oli-

ver P. Clark
; 1875-77, 1879, James Fry

;
1880, Levi

P. Treadwell.
CLERKS.

Rotation in office does not seem to have been the

rule so far as the office of borough clerk is concerned,

for there have been but five from the incorporation

of the borough, in 1822, to the present time, viz.

:

1822-38, Dana Starr; 1839-71, W. P. Comstock;

1871-74, 1876-77, A. B. Hull; 1875, 1880, A. C.

Seeley
;
1878-79, W. T. St. John.

EXTRACTS FROM RECORDS, Etc.

DANBUllY.

The following is a copy of the title-page of an al-

manac published here in 1792

:

THE

FARMER'S DIARY;
OR, THE

UNITED STATES
ALMANACK

For the Year of our Lord Christ

1792.

Being Bissextile or Leap Year,

And i6th Year of American Independence till Ju'y 4:

Calculated for the Meridian of Danbuhy, in the State of Connecti-

cut, Lat. 41° 51' north, Lon. 72° 54' west ; but will serve

indifferently for any of the adjacent States.

Containing, besides ail that is usu.-il and necessary, many things

which are unusual and not necessary,—things which were never before

published and probably never will be again,—which, if not read within

a year, will be nowhere to be found but in an old Almanack the last

resort of superannuated rubbish.

BY JOSEPH LELAND, PIIILOM.

Published in Danbury. By Douglass & Ely; and sold Whole-

sale and Retail at their Printing-Office.

In the Farmers^ Journal, Jan. 18, 1791, Timothy

Taylor announces the dissolution of the firm of

Cooke & Taylor.

In the same issue, an advertisement of a " Scheme
of a Lottery for the purpose of extending and im^

proving the Woolen Manufactory in the city of Hart-

ford."

Joseph Clark "informs his customers and others

that he continues the business of clock- and watch-

making at his shop in Danbury."

Eliakim Peck advertises an " ax-manufactoiy," and
" warrants his axes to be as good as any ever made in

this country."

Carrington & Mygatt state that they have " molasses

for sale cheap ;" John Dodd will give the " highest

price for Continental Loan-Office Notes, etc. ;" and
Eliakim Benedict, Jr., will pay the "highest price for

all kinds of hatting-furs at his shop, a few rods from

the church in Danbury."

The following advertisement also appears

:

To be sold : Twenty years' time of a likely Negro Boy, five years

old. Inquire of the Printers.

Danbury, Dec. 21, 1790.

The "institution" of slavery was not unknown
among the good people of Danbury, for under date

March 1, 1791, appears the following notice

:

TO BE SOLD.

TWO NEGRO SERVANTS, VIZ.

:

A man and woman. The man is an able and willing fellow, well ac-

quainted with farming business, and is exceeding handy with a team.

The wench, his wife, is neat, and undei-stands all manner of house

work. Any person desirous of purchasing the above-mentioned ser-

vants may call on .the Printers for further information.

March i, 1791.

ADVERTISEMENTS OF 1T92.

The following advertisements appeared in the

Farmers' Journal of Dec. 22, 1792

:
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St. Croix Rum,
Brown and Loaf Sugar,

Gin, by the cafe,

Boltea Tea,

Pepper, Alfpice,

Ginger, Allun^,

Copperas,

lod. 8d. & 4d. Nails,

The Subscribers to the

Danbury library,
A RE requefted to meet at the houfe of Mr. Faiychild White, on

Tuefday evening, the firft of January next, prepared to pay in

the amoimt of iheir Subfcripiions, and tranfact the neceffary bufinefs

of the Company.
TIMOTHY LANGDON,

")
Com-

NATHAN DOUGLAS, \ mit-

LAZARUS BEACH, J tee.

Danbury, Dec. i, 1792.

O. BURR, & Co.

Have jiift received the following articles, which they will fell on the

loweft terms for cafh or country produce, and all forts of yarn, rags,

thrums, &c. paid in hand, as it is not their wifh to fell on credit:

Twiird and plain Coatings.

Ladies ditto.

Scarlet & other colored Cloths.

Wildbores, Camblets,

TwiU'd & plain Velvets,

Linnens,

Cambricks and Muflins,

Callicoes and Chintfes,

Together with a variety of other articles of Dry Good.s: Alfo an affort-

ment of

SADDLERY and HARD WARE,
and

CAMEL'S HAIR, for Hatters.
The higheft price given for

MUSKRAT, CAT, & RABBIT Skins.

Danbury, Nov. 15, 1792. 41

CARRINGTON and MYGATT,
Have entered into partnerfhip with

NAJAH TAYLOR, in the GOLD and

SILVER-SMITH BUSINESS,
Under the firm of

Mygatt, Taylor, & Co.

^XrHERE may be had any worlc in that line, on the moft reafonable

terms, and made in the neweft and moft approved fafhions and
neateft manner.

CASH paid for Old Silver, Brafs and Copper.

Danbury, December 8, 1792. 44
N. B. A good workman at CLOCKS, will meet with good encour-

agement at faid fhop.

Noah Hoyt, jun.

T T AS a large and beautiful ftore of GOODS on hand. Said Hoyt
wifhes to purchafe 1,000 runs of LINEN and TO\y YARN,

for which nine pence per run will be given for linen yarn, and fix pence

per run for tow yarn.

All kinds of Hatting Fur will be received in payment for

Goods.

Danbury, Nov. 24, 1792. 42

'PHOSE perfons who are indebted to the Subfcribers on Note or

Book (whofe accounts are become due by agreement) will do well

to notice this advertifement, and call and fettle (or at leaft make fome
pay) in order to prevent coft which will pofitively be made in cafe of

neglect, without the trouble of writing 3 or 4 Dunning Letters upon the

occafiion. All kinds of country produce received in payment at the full

value, if not more.

HOG's-BRlSTLES taken in at faid Store, and Twenty Shillings per

hundred paid in Cafh for COTTON and LINEN RAGS in quantities

not lefs than one hundred weight.

CARRINGTON & MYGATT.
Who have for Sale, as ufual.

An affortnient of

Goods, Drugs & Medicine, and

Painter's and Dyer's Colours,

On reafonable terms.

Danbury, Dec. 8, 1792. 44

LELAND's
ALMANACKS,

For 1793, FOR Sale at this Office.

LOST, laft Monday night, a red and white filk HANDKERCHIEF.
Whoever will return it to the Printers, or to Mr. M<ijor I'aylor, will

oblige a poor Woman, who has nothing but thanks to offer as a reward.

Danbury, Dec. 15, 1792.

PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER I5.

PRICE OF STOCKS.
6 per cents, 2op.

3 per cents, 12/.

Deferred do. 12/6.

Final fettlements, 20/,

Shares Bank of United States, 36

A LL perfons who owe State Taxes to the Subfcriber, are hereby

notified, that unlefs they fettle with him within a week from this

date, either by giving their notes of hand for the fame, or otherwife

making full payment of the ballances due to him, muft depend upon

paying him full travelling and levying fees; as he is determined his

Rate bills fhall be fully clofed in a very fhort time.

JOSEPH M. WHITE.
Danbury, Dec. 15, 1792. 45 2

A WATCH LOST.

T OST yefterday, between the top of ElweH's-hill, and the hill by

Mr. Oliver Stone's, a filver Watch—maker's name George Clark,

a fteel chain, with links and rings, the feal w.is loft out of its cafe

—

Whoever fhall find faid Watch, and will deliver it to the Printers

hereof, or to Mr. Deforeft, at Elwill's hill, fhall be generoufly rewarded

for their trouble.

ELIJAH HAWLEY.
Danbury, Dec. 8, 1792. 44 3

Taylor & Cooke,

A NXIOUS to make a fetllement with their cuftomers, without put-

ting them to coft, they once more take this method to call upon

all perfons indebted to them, either by note or book, whofe accounts

have become due by agreement, to make a feltlement by the loth day

of January next; and as the prefent prices of produce cannot with pro-

priety be pleaded as a delaj' of payment, thofe who neglect to make a

fettlemept by the time mentioned, muft expect to be put to coft, without

further notice. All kinds of merchantable produce will be received in

payment, at its full value.

N. B. Cafh, and the higheft price, will be given by them for good

WHEAT, PORK, &c. and a generous price for HOG's BRISTLES.
Danbury, Dec. 15, 1792. 45

FOR SALE,
'pHE STORE, formerly occupied by NICHOLS and

DIBBLE.—It ftands in Danbury, in Bethel fociety, about three

miles S. E. from the town, on the public road to Fairfield— is an excel-

lent ftand for bufiness, and is built convenient for HATTING and

TRADING—will be fold with or without the Hatting Tools. For

further parti :ulars enquire of ZAR DIBBLE.
K. B. All thofe indebted to the late partnerfhip of NICHOLS and

DIBBLE, either by note or book, muft depend on fettling with them by

the ift day of January next, or their accounts will be put into an At

torney's hand to collect, without further notice.

Dec. 10, 1792. 45 3

Eleazer Taylor,

pRESEN'I'S his covtpliments to thofe gentlemen whom he has fup-

plied Tuith the Fanner's yottrnal, and informs them he is now
ready to receive the ballance due him to the ^th inft.—and while he

returns his thatiks to thofe who have made payment according to

agreement, he is under thepainful neceffity of requiring ofothers an

immediate fettleineyit—otherwife he fhall be forced to have rccou7fe

to an expenfive tnode of collecting his arrearages.

Danbury, December 22, 1792. i
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EAR-MARKS.

The following are specimens of car-marks used in

the early days to distinguish sheep

:

" Justus Barnum's ear-mark is a crop in each ear and a nick under tlio

near. Entered August 31, 1778."

"Abijah Barnum's ear-mark is Step under tlio off ear, and half-penny

foreside the same, and balf-peuny forcside tlio near ear. lintored Decern''

5th, 1778."

"John Gregory, his ear-mark is a crop on the near ear and two half-

pennys under the same. Dec. 9, 1778,"

" Eben' Gregory's ear-mark is a crop on the near ear, and a half-penny

under the same. Dec. 9, 1778."

" Robert Benedict's ear-mark is a step under each ear. Entered Dec.

28, 1778."

"Andrew Comstock's ear-mark is a Iialf-penny foreside tlie near ear,

step under same. Dec. 28, 1778."

" Nathan Starr's ear-marlc is a swallow fork on tlie near ear. Entered

January 5, 1779."

"Eleazer Taylor's ear-mark is a half-penny under near ear, a crop on

the off, and a nick under the off. Entered May 3U, 1778."

"Ebenezer Wliitlock's mark is a spade in tlio end of the right ear.

Entered Dec. 23, 1779."

ROADS.

At a regular town-meeting held in 1800 it was
" voted that men's labor on the highway should be

rated at seventy-five cents per day, and the same for

a good and sufficient team, except from the 20th of

September to the 20th of December, when it should

be but fifty-eight cents per day." This provision was

undoubtedly intended to save the town from being

cheated by the short days.

CHAPTER XXII.

DANBURY (Continued).

MISCELLANEOUS—THE PRESS, Etc.

The Danbury Press—The Farmere' Journal—The Republican Journal

—

The Farmers' Chronicle—The Religious Monitor and Tlieological

Scales—Tlie Sun of Liberty—Tlio Farmers' Journal and Columbian

Ark—The New England Republican—Tlic Danbury Recorder—Tlie

Herald of Freedom—The Herald of Freedom and Gosjicl Witness

—

The Connecticut Repository—The Danbury Gazette—The Danbury

Chronicle and Fairfield County Democrat—The Danbury Times—The

Hatters' Journal—The Junta—The Jeffersonian—The Danbury News
—Tlie Daiiburian—The Danbury Globe—The People—The Danbury

Democrat—The Danbury Republican—The Gas-Light Company

—

Wooster Council, No. 28, R. and S. M.—Crusade Commandery—Enreka

Chapter—Union Lodge—Washington Division, No. 1, S. of T.—Memo-
rial Lodge, No. 191, 1. 0. G. T.—Samaritan Lodge, No. 7, I. 0. of 0. F.

—Agricultural Society—The National Paliquioquo Bank—Danbury

National Bank—The Savings Bank of Danbury—The Union Sav-

ings-Bank—The Fire Department—The Water-Works—Tlie Kohaiiza

Disaster—Elmwood Park—Wooster Cemetery—Population from 1750

to 1880—The Danbury Library.

THE DANBURY PRESS.

The Farmers' Journal was established in March,

1790. The publishers were Edward Ely and Nathan
Douglas. It was published in a building near the

court-house. In January of 1793 the firm separated,

and Mr. Douglas commenced a paper under the title

of the Republican Journal. This venture does not

seem to have proved altogether a profitable one to

either party, for in December of the same year Mr.

Douglas disposed of his paper to Mr. Ely, who then

consolidated the two papers and issued the result a«

The FarmerH' Chronicle. How long he continued its

publication is not known. Mr. Douglas, after dispos-

ing of his paper, made a specialty of job-printing.

Tlie JMig-iouH Monitor and Theohijical S':ales, a

montlily religious magazine, was started in 1797 by

Douglas & Nichols, and was continued for several

years. The copies extant show it to have l>eeri well

edited, and it jirobably reached a large circulation.

The Sun of JAberty, a Republican pajjer, edited liy

Samuel Morse, Danbury, was established in July, 1800,

and continued until October 8th, when it was removed

to Norwalk.

The Farmerii' Journal and Columbian Arl:, an eight-

page weekly paper, was started in February, 1803, by

Stiles, Nichols & Co. This paper does not seem to

have had a long run, as soon after we find that Mr.

Nichols went to Bridgeport and ^^ublished the Farmer

of that place.

The New England Republican was established by

John C. Gray in July, 1804. This paper was ex-

ceedingly neat and good-looking, but there is no record

of the length of time it was published, although it

must have continued for several years, a.s the copy in

the possession of the writer is No. 41 of Vol. III.

The Danbury Recorder was established in 182G by

Orrin Osborn; it was in after-years published by W.
& M. Yale in the building just south of the present

Baptist church. It was a small paper, but handsomely

gotten up and ably edited.

The Herald of Freedom was started in Bethel, then

a part of Danbury, in October, 1831, by P. T. Barnum.

We may note here that Mr. Barnum, for an alleged

libel on a citizen of Bethel, was tried in October,

1832, found guilty, and sentenced to imprisonment

for sixty days and fined one hundred dollars. The
sentence, so far as imprisonment was concerned, wa.s

immediately carried out, Mr. Barnum being confined

in the jail, from whence he continued to edit his paper.

His release* Avas made the occasion of a grand ovation

by his friends. It is but fair to state here that the

jury, in finding Mr. Barnum guilty, did so on mere

technical grounds, believing that the utmost punish-

ment he would receive would be a small fine, and

were as much astonished as was Mr. Barnum at the

severity of the sentence. The fine of one hundred

dollars was subsequently collected from IMr. Barnum
by the State attorney, Mr. Ferris, of Stamford. In 1832

a theological department was added to the paper, un-

der charge of Rev. L. F. "\V. Andrews, a Universalist

clergyman, and the name changed to Herald of Free-

dom and Goi^j)el Witness. In 1833 the paper was moved
to Danbury proper, and the religious department of

the paper and the latter portion of the name dropped.

Its publication was continued here till November,

1834, when the paper was removed to Norwalk and

published by other parties under a now name. The
office of publication in Danbury was on the east side

of Main Street, opposite the park.
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The Connecticut Repositonj was established in 1832

by Alanson Taylor. It lived but a short time.

The Danbury Gazette was started in 1833 by Wilmot

& Lobdall. This paper lived only three years.

In May, 1836, The Danbury Chronicle and Fairfield

County Democrat was started by Edward Layden. In

1837 he disposed of his paper to Mr. E. B. Osborne,

who in July of the same year established The Danhury

Times, its office being the same as that which had been

occupied by the Recorder. Mr. Osborne continued its

editor and proprietor till 1845, when he disposed of

the paper to his brothers, Harvey and Levi, and re-

moved to Poughkeepsie, N. Y., where he published

.The Daily Press and Weekly Telegraph.

The Hatters' Journal was started in 1855 by Gran-

ville W. Morris, but it was continued only a few

months.

The Junta, a small campaign sheet, was published

here for a short time in 1846 by Edward Taylor.

• The Jeffersonian was established in 1860 by a num-

ber of gentlemen as a Republican paper, with W. A.

CrofFut as editor. The office was in Hull's brick

block, near the Wooster House. In about a year Mr.

Newtown obtained an interest in the paper, and the

previous owners sold out to Mr. B. F. Ashley, who
took the editorial charge. He conducted the paper

alone till December, 1865, when Mr. J. H. Swertfaeger

purchased an interest. In 1866, Mr. Ashley retired,

and Mr. Swertfaeger continued the paper alone till

March, 1870, when he sold out to the publishers of

The Times. The Jeffersonian was from the first a

seven-column, twenty-four by thirty-eight, paper.

In March, 1870, The Danbury Jeffersonian was pur-

chased by James M. Bailey and Timothy Donovan,

the proj^rietors of The Danbury Times. The two pa-

pers were consolidated and became Tiie Danbury News,

with Mr. Bailey as editor. The paragraphs which

gave the paper its reputation originated in The Times

a year or two before the consolidation. Mr. Bailey

continued this style of writing in The News, but not

to the extent he subsequently followed it. The News

started with a circulation of nearly fifteen hundred

copies, which on the 1st of January, 1873, had reached

nineteen hundred,—all this being strictly of a local

class. In the beginning of that year the paper was

sought by outside parties, and in February found its

way to city news-stands. In August, 1873, the circu-

lation reached its highest figure,—thirty thousand.

In October, 1873, the office was moved to a building

erected for its uses, and a special edition for outside

circulation was then begun, and continued until the

close of the year 1879. In February, 1878, Mr. Bailey

bought the interest of his partner, and became the

proprietor of the business. The News is in a highly-

prosperous condition, and has attained a national and

almost world-wide reputation. As a paragrapher Mr.

Bailey stands without a superior, and The Danbury
News ranks with The Detroit Free Press, The Burling-

ton Haioheye, and other journals of its class in the

United States. As a local journal, also, it is unsur-

passed.

The Danburian appeared in 1874, but its stay was
of short duration.

In October, 1878, The People, a Greenback cam-

paign organ, was started by T. Donovan, but was dis-

continued after the November election.

The Danbury Globe was started by W. Frank Page,

May 4, 1874, and was conducted by him until his

death, in January, 1879. It is now edited by J. A.

Wilcox. It was Republican in politics until July 13,

1880, when it became an indei^endent paper. It is a

good local journal, and justly merits its success.

The Danbury Democrat was started June 1, 1877, by
Levi K. "JVildman, who still conducts it. Mr. Wild-

man set his first type in the office of The Herald of

Freedom, a paper published in Bethel—which at that

time was a part of Danbury—by P. T. Barnum. The

Democrat is a local sheet of merit, and an advocate of

Democratic principles.

, The Danbury Republican was established by W. B.

Bartram, March 22, 1879, as an independent Republi-

can journal. Much energy and good judgment must

have been used during the first year of its existence,

for it at once advanced to a prominent place in pro-

vincial journalism, gaining a wide circulation and a

large advertising patronage. Although a sheet of

large proportions when started, it was a few months

later considerably enlarged, and on Aug. 3, 1880, was

changed to a semi-weekly. It is an earnest advocate

of the principles of the Republican party, and the

able editorial management of Mr. Bartram has placed

it in the front rank of the provincial press in the

State.

GAS-LIGHT COMPANY.

The Danbury Gas-Light Company was organized

in 1857 with Henry Benedict president, and gas was

first used in Danbury in November of the same year.

SECRET SOCIETIES.

Wooster Council, No. 28, Royal and Select Masters,

was chartered by the Grand Council of Connecticut,

June 6, 1865, with the following charter members

:

Edmund Tweedy, Joseph Treadwell, Wm. F. Bar-

num, L. K. Mansfield, John M. Hart, Charles W.
Skiff, Abijah Abbott, Amos N. Stebbins, Charles

Benedict, D. B. Booth. The pi-esent officers are as

follows : James H. Welch, T. I. M. ; C. H. Gunn, R.

I. D. M. ; F. R. Nash, I. P. C. of W. ; E. D. Taylor,

C. of G. ; E. D. Ritton, Comp. Treas. ; W. G. Ran-

dall, Comp. Rec. ; P. W. Ambler, Comp. Cond.

;

Milo Dickens, Comp. Sen.

Crusade Commandery, No. 10, Knights Templar, was

chartered by the Grand Commandery of Connecticut

in March, 1871. The present officers are as follows:

James B. Wildman, E. C. ; Charles H. Gunn, Gen.

;

P. W. Ambler, Capt.-Gen. ; F. R. Nash, Prelate ; F.

S. Blackburn, Rec. ; E. S. Davis, Treas. ; O. H. Swift,

Senior Warden; J. D. Stevens, Junior Warden; E.
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D. Ritton, Standard-Bearer ; A. F. Clark, Sword-

Bearer ; E. D. Taylor, Warder ; E. Eaton, 8d Guard

;

D. H. Miller, 2d Guard; James Coles, 1st Guard;

Mile Dickens, Sentinel.

Eureka Chapter, No. 23, i?. A. M., wasdedicated Juno

14, 1857, with the following charter members: Miles

Hoyt, Starr Perry, John Foot, John Gregory, Joel

Taylor, George Seeley, D. P. Sliepard, Matthew K.

Gilbert, Alva Taylor, Frederick S. Wildman, Ehene-

zer Nichols, Ira R. Wildman, Eleazer Taylor, Daniel

Doble, Joseph Hitchcock, John Ferguson, Martin

Mead, Charles Dart, James Beebe, Comfort Whitlock,

Thomas P. White, Zar Taylor, Oliver Shepard.

Ebenezer Nichols was the first High Priest ; Oliver

Shepard, first King ; and Ira R. Wildman, first Scribe.

The present oflScers are as follows; C. H. Gunn,

M. E. H. P.; F. R. Nash, K. ; C. I. Allen, Scribe;

E. C. Oakley, Capt. of Host ; M. W. Scott, P. S.

;

E. D. Ritton, Sec. ; E. S. Davis, Treas. ; J. D. Stevens,

R. A. C. ; C. A. Crawford, Master 3d Veil ; A. M.
Steele, Master 2d Veil; S. S. Bedient, Master 1st

Veil ; P. W. Ambler, Sentinel.

Union Lodge, No. 4, F. and A. M., was organized

during the troublous times of the Revolutionary

struggle, its charter being issued March 23, 1780,

upon application of twelve members, whose names are

given in the same. They were Sallu Pell, William

Joyce, James Clark, Lamberton Lockwood, John
Berrien, F. Wainwright, Christopher A. Babcock,

William B. Alger, Joseph Willsea, Christopher

Duycknick, Thaddeus Benedict, and James Scou-

gall.

The present officers are M. W. Scott, W. M. ; A.

B. HoUey, S. W. ; J. Y. Stetson, J. W. ; J. H. Welch,

Sec. ; S. C. Holley, Treas. ; A. 0. Knapp, Senior Dea-

con ; J. Noble, Junior Deacon ; T. Scofield, Senior

Steward ; S. M. Versory, Junior Steward ; Robert

Tappan, Tiler.

James E. Moore Fast, No. 18, G. A. R.—Tha charter

of the post was signed Sept. 27, 1867, by Edward Har-

land, the present Adjutant-General of Connecticut, as

Department Commander. It was first known as Post

No. 4, District No. 4, Department of Connecticut.

The name was afterwards changed to Steadman Post,

No. 4, Department of Connecticut, and later to the

present name. Seventeen members signed the appli-

cation for a charter.

The first officers were : Commander, Capt. Samuel
G. Bailey ; Senior Vice-Commander, Samuel M. Petit

;

Junior Vice-Commander, Grandison D. Foote
;
Adju-

tant, J. Bradley Ridge
;
Quartermaster, E. K. Carley.

The present officers are : Commander, Gen. James
Ryder; Senior Vice-Commander, Col. Samuel Greg-

ory ; Junior Vice-Commander, William Henry Hitch-

cock
;
Adjutant, Charles J. Bennett

;
Quartermaster,

William B. Sharp; Chaplain, George Roff; Surgeon,

Albert A. Nash. The membership numbers one hun-

dred and fifteen.

Capt. James E. Moore, after whom the post was

named, was killed July 1, 18G3, at the batth; of Get-

tysburg.

Waiihlmjtov, TJivhion, No. 1, /S'. of 7'.—April 10, 1843,

the Grand Division of the State of New York granted

a charter for the first division of this order in the State

of Connecticut, and April 25th the officers of the

Grand Division of the State of New York instituted,

at Danbury, Washington Division, No. 1, Sons ofTem-
perance, with the following charter members: Wm.
Adams, Elbert Birdsall, Juda P. Crosby, John T.

Earl, Ira Hodges, John D. Raymond, John Scribner,

Amos Bishop, Robert Browning, Joel Clark, Joseph

P. Foote, Charles Meader, Hiram Sturdevant, Thur-

man Trowbridge. May 11, 1844, the Grand Division

of Connecticut was organized, and in 184o, by unani-

movis vote, Washington Division surrendered to New
York and was reorganized under the banner of Con-

necticut. Until Jan. 1, 1853, it continued in a most

flourishing condition, when all traces of her records

are missing until Aug. 8, 1864. Some time during this

period she surrendered her charter, and on the 8th

day of August was reorganized with the following

charter members : Juda P. Crosby, Peter M. Holms,

Samuel G. Raymond, Amos Purdy, Aaron Morehouse,

Charles Burr, Charles Hinman, Rev. W. T. Hill, H. W.
Hinnman, John Whittlesey, Elias B. Stevens, Joseph

Robinson, William S. Crosby, Henry Hinnman, Silas

Tyrell, Alfred Short, M. D. Smith, Rev. J. H. Shep-

ard, Benj. C. Cables. From this time until the present

she has continued harmonious and prosperous. From
organization to date she has admitted 1761 members.

The first Worthy Patriarch was Juda P. Crosby. The
present (July, 1880) Worthy Patriarch is John Clapp.

Memorial Lodge, No. 191, /. 0. of G. T., was insti-

tuted Friday evening, March 22, 1878, by Mary F.

Peck, State Dei^uty, assisted by W. W. Perkins, J. P.

Blackman, C. B. Taylor, E. H. Bennett, and Ella Peck.

There were twenty-four charter members initiated.

The charter members were Ira Wildman, James
Hyatt, Joseph Bi-own, Robert Davis, Charles H. Mofl^et,

Frederick A. Brush, Andrew J. Frazcr, Vincent King,

Henry Policy, Mrs. William Kuowls, Mrs. John Smith,

William Knowls, Edward Scofield, Frederick Bailey,

Charles S. Bray, Frederick Hull, Samuel A. Clark,

William Wildman, Charles Cables, Mrs. Ira Wildman,
Mrs. James Hyatt, Mrs. Joseph Brown, Mrs. J. W.
Corsie, Mrs. A. B. Hull, Miss Emma Squire, Miss

Julia Hoag, Miss Nancy Russell. The Worthy Chief

Templars since its organization are Ira Wildman,
James Kelly, Joseph Brown, William Knowls, Fred-

crick Brush, John Benton, and L. W. Godfrey.

Samaritan Lodge, No. 7, L 0. of 0. F.—This lodge

was organized April 14, 1842. It surrendered its

charter in 1859, but was reorganized Sept. 1, 1873,

with the following officers : D. B. Booth, N. G. ; S. G.

Barley, V. G. ; Charles Bennett, Sec. ; John P. Abbott,

Treas. The present officers are C. T. Anson, N. G.

;

William C. Hart, V. G. ; H. E. Comes, Sec. ; John H.
Cosier, Treas.
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AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

The Danbury Agricultural Society was organized

in the summer of 1869, and has since held annual

fairs for the exhibition of stock and farm-produce as

well as articles of useful and ornamental industry.

The society has been very prosperous. It is free from

debt, and receives annually from admission-fees and
disburses for premiums a greater sum than any other

similar organization in the State. More than sixteen

thousand admission-tickets have been taken at the

gates during the continuance of a single fair. The
grounds are pleasantly located and supplied with all

the necessary buildings. There is also an excellent

half-mile track. Much credit is due the enterprising

progenitors and those through whose influence it has

been sustained and prospered.

BANKS.

NATIONAL PAHQUIOQUE BANK.

This bank was organized as the Pahquioque Bank,

May 1, 1854, with the following board of directors

:

Aaron Seeley, William Montgomery, Charles Hull,

Hiram L. Sturdevant, L. H. Boughton, W. F. Taylor,

Oliver Stone, Frederick S. Wildman. Capital,

$100,000. Aaron Seeley was the first president, and
his son Augustus was the first cashier. It was voted

that subscribers should pay fifty per cent, on subscrib-

ing and ten per cent, every sixty days afterwards until

paid. Oct. 25, 1854, the capital was increased to $200,-

000, and in 1857 to $250,000. Augustus Seeley resigned

as cashier in January, 1857, when his brother, Wil-

liam P. Seeley, succeeded him, and is the present in-

cumbent. Aaron Seeley remained president of the

bank until his death, in 1872. Barnabas Allen then

became president, and continued in the office until

January, 1879, when he was succeeded by the present

incumbent, Barzillai B. Kellogg. It was reorganized

as a national bank March 25, 1865, with the follow-

ing directors: Charles Hull, B. B. Kellogg, A. S.

Pearce, James E. Hoyt, Aaron Seeley, W. F. Taylor,

Barnabas Allen, W. F. Lacey, Nathaniel Selleck.

The present board of directors are as follows : B. B.

Kellogg, M. H. GrifRng, Henry Crofut, S. C. Holley,

B. A. Hough, C. F. Starr, Benjamin Selleck, Charles

Hull, and Barnabas Allen.

BANBURY NATIONAL BANK.

The Fairfield County Branch Bank, located at Dan-
bury, was organized for business on the 24th day of

August, 1824, by the election of Zalmon Wildman,
Esq., as its first .president, the several directors being

elected by the mother-bank at Norwalk, Conn. The
election of cashier was delayed until Sept. 20, 1824,

when Curtis Clark, Esq., was chosen and began his

duties immediately. The business of the bank was

conducted in the house of Dr. Daniel Comstock, who
then lived in the building now occupied by Mrs. Amos
N. Stebbins. July 25, 1825, action was taken by the

directors in regard to building a banking-house, and

Aug. 29, 1825, David Foot was appointed a committee
to procure the necessary stone for the vault, hearth,

steps, and underpinning, and on Nov. 17, 1825, he was
appointed the agent to superintend the building of

the banking-house, which was done, and is now the

residence of Mrs. Charles E. Andrews, corner of Bank
and Main Streets. May 20, 1826, Zalmon Wildman
resigned the office of president, and June 22, 1826,

Samuel Tweedy, Esq., was elected president, and was
re-elected each year as president till July 7, 1834,

when David Foot was elected and served that year,

and June 20, 1835, Samuel Tweedy was again elected

president, and was re-elected to the office each year

until the Branch was merged into the Danbury Bank,

July 1, 1844, and was re-elected as president of the

Danbury Bank each year until June, 1864, when the

infirmities of age required his declination as a director

of the bank.

June 12, 1827, the following-named persons were

elected directors of the bank (the record of the elec-

tion of directors previously being at Norwalk) : Samuel
Tweedy, Elijah Gregory, Elijah Sanford, Thomas T.

Whittlesey, Samuel Wildman, Richard Randall, and

Henry Beers. The following names appear as directors

of the Branch Bank for a year or more : Abel B.

Blackman, Reuben Booth, David N. B. Baldwin,

Friend Starr, John F. King, Isaac H. Seeley, Abner
Gilbert, Starr Ferry, Samuel Stebbins, Starr Nichols,

James Brush, William Hawley, Chandler Smith,

Russel B. Botsford, Russel Hoyt, Eli T. Hoyt, Edgar

S. Tweedy.

Curtis Clark remained as cashier until 1837. June

20, 1835, Geo. W. Ives was appointed assistant cashier,

and remained as such until 1837. Aaron Seeley, Esq.,

was then apjDointed cashier, and remained such until

the Branch Bank was merged into the Danbury Bank,

in 1844, and as cashier of that bank until June 1,

1854, when he organized the Pahquioque Bank. He
was president of that bank until his death, in 1872.

On Dec. 12, 1842, it was unanimously resolved by

the directors of the Branch Bank to appoint Starr

Ferry, Esq., a committee and agent to do all the neces-

sary business of obtaining signers to a petition to

dissolve the Branch Bank and attend to the ap-

pointing of commissioners, and do everything neces-

sary to effect and complete a separation of the Branch

from the bank at Norwalk.

The above action was successful in the obtaining of

a charter for the Danbury Bank at the session of the

State Legislature in 1844, and the appointing of Nel-

son Brewster bank commissioner, and E. B. Bennett

and Harvey Smith committee to divide the stock and

assets of the two banks.

The first board of directors of the Danbury Bank

was as follows : Samuel Tweedy, President ; Russel

Hoyt, Isaac H. Seeley, Eli T. Hoyt, Starr Ferry,

Samuel Stebbins, Edgar S. Tweedy. Hours of busi-

ness, 9 to 12 A.M. and 1 to 4 P.M. Discount days,

Monday and Thursday.
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The following names appear as directors, for one or

more years, of the Danbury Bank until its reorgani-

zation as a national bank, April 1, ISGS : Hamuel

Tweedy, Isaac H. Seeley, Starr Ferry, Edgar 8.

Tweedy, Lucius P. Hoyt, Judge Brownson, Daniel

N. B. Baldwin, Charles F. Starr, Lyman Keeler,

Pierce A. Sutton, Russel Hoyt, Eli T. Hoyt, Samuel

Stebbins, Reuben Booth, Abncr Gilbert, Niram Wild-

man, Smith Tweedy, William Wildman, Charles

Hull, Henry Benedict, Frederick S. Wildirum, Amzi

Rogers, Samuel C. Wildman, Levi S. Benedict, George

Starr, George Hull, Oliver Stone, Elias S. Sanford,

W. R. White, Roger Averill, David P. Nichols.

Lucius P. Hoyt was elected vice-president of the

bank Dec. 27, 1862, and continued as such until his

election as president, June 18, 18G4, and continued as

such until the reorganization as a national bank,

April, 1865, and has annually been re-elected as

president to this date, July, 1880, the bank having

had but four presidents since 1824, viz. : Zalmon

Wildman, two years ; Samuel Tweedy, thirty-seven

years ; David Foot, one year ; Lucius P. Hoyt, six-

teen years.

The bank has had but four cashiers in its history

since 1824, viz. : Curtis Clark, thirteen years ; Aaron

Seeley, seventeen years
;
Ephraim Gregory, one year

;

Jabez Amsbury, twenty-five years. George W. Ives

was assistant cashier, appointed June 20, 1835, and

resigned 1837, and Augustus Seeley, Dec. 1, 1852,

and continued as such until his appointment as

cashier of the Pahquioque Bank, June 1, 1854.

The original capital of the bank was $75,000, of

which amount but seventy per cent, was called in

until June 20, 1836, when ten per cent, was called

for, payable Aug. 1, 1836, ten per cent. Oct. 1, 183G,

and ten per cent. March 1, 1850.

In 1851 it was voted to prosecute a petition for an

addition to the capital stock of the bank at the next

session of the Legislature of the State, which docs not

seem to have been granted; but in June, 1854, we find

theysuccessfullyprosecuted the petition, and the capi-

tal stock was made up to $200,000,—the Wooster Bank
having been merged into the Danbury Bank at that

time,—and in June, 1857, it was again increased $100,-

000, so that its chartered capital jjaid in at that time

(1857) was $300,000, which, with the funds belonging to

ecclesiastical societies, which all became stock in the

Danbury National Bank in 1865, was $327,000, at

Avhich figure (July, 1880) it remains. The surplus

of the bank is $73,000, thus making its capital and
surplus $400,000, July, 1880.

The average dividend paid by the branch bank is

not known, as all dividends were declared at Norwalk
by the mother-bank. The average dividend declared

by the Danbury Bank from 1844, when it was char-

tered, to April, 1865, when it became a national bank,

was 8y%^(J per cent, per annum and one extra dividend

of 111 per cent., or, in all, 8iVo per year. P'rom 1865,

when it became a national bank, until July, 1880,

16

the average dividend has been 11 /'oV, per cent, per

annum.

The first iKiard of directors of tlie Danbury Na-

tional Bank was: Lucius P. Jloyt, President; ()liver

Stone, Lyman Keeler, Roger Averill, George Starr,

George Hall, Samuel C. Wildman, Frederick S. Wild-

man, David P. Nichols; Jabez Amsbury, Cashier;

Robert Hoyt, Teller. Its present officers are Lucius

P. Hoyt, President; Directors, Lucius P. Hoyt, Roger

Averill, George Hull, Wni. R. White, George Starr,

Samuel A. Rundle, David P. Nichols, Henry T. Hoyt,

of Danbury, and Henry S. Peck, of Brookfield, Charles

H. Merritt having also been a director for two years

since its being a national bank; Jabez Amsbury,

Cashier; George H. Williams, Teller.

The present banking-house was erected during the

fall of the year 1855, and the business of the bank

commenced to be done in the new bank Jan. 10, 1856.

The building committee was Edgar S. Tweedy, Ly-

man Keeler, and George Hull, and the structure was

built from plans made by Mr. Austin, of New Haven,

who had a short time before planned the building

known as the Wooster House.

SAVINGS BANKS.

The Savings Banl of Danbury was incorporated

June 25, 1849, and the following were the first ofiicers

and directors: Frederick S. Wildman, President; Eli

T. Hoyt, John Irwin, Vice-Presidents
;
George W.

Ives, David P. Nichols, Lucius P. Hoyt, Aaron Seeley,

Mathew Seeley, Jr., Edgar J. Tweedy, Directors;

Henry Benedict, George W. Ives, Secretary and

Treasurer. William Jabine was elected secretary

and treasurer March 30, 1861, and Henry C. Ryder,

the present incumbent, Aug. 1, 1873. The first deposit

was made by Reuben Booth Pearce, July 14, 1849,

of $25. Present amount of deposits, $1,796,646.08.

The present officers and directors are as follows:

Frederick S. Wildman, President (Mr. Wildman has

been president of the bank since its organization);

E. S. Tweedy, AVilliam R. White, Vice-Presidents;

Roger Averill, John W. Bacon, George Raymond,

George Starr, William Jabine, Lyman D. Brewster,

Henry C. Ryder, Dii-ectors
;
Henry C. Ryder, Secre-

tary and Treasurer; George B. Benjamin, Jr., Teller.

The Union Savings Bank of Daiibiiri/ was incorpo-

rated in June, 1866. The following is the list of the

original incorporators : John Shethar, Secretary

;

Charles Hull, Martin H. Grifting, Samuel C. Holley,

Almon Judd, Lucius H. Boughton. Elijah Sturtevant,

William H. Clark, Amos N. Stebbins, James Bald-

win, William S. Peck, James S. Taylor, George C.

White, Norman Hodge, Orrin Benedict, Alfred A.

Heath, Franck H. Austin, William F. Taylor, Levi

Osborn. James S. Taylor was elected president, and

Charles Hull vice-president, but declined, and Mar-

tin H. Grifling was elected instead. First trustees:

William S. Peck, F. H. Austin, A. N. Stebbins. W. F.

Taylor, John Shethar, Samuel C. Holloy, Lucius H.
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Boughton; W. F. Olmstead, Treasurer and Secre-

tary.

W. F. Olmstead continued as secretary and treas-

urer until 1873, when L. P. Treadwell was elected,

and has been re-elected up to the present time. Sam-

uel Stebbins was also re-elected president, and con-

tinued to 1873, when S. C. Holley was elected, and is

the present incumbent.

The first deposit was made by Mrs. Margaret Pepper,

of Sherman, on July 23, 1866, of $140. The deposits

during the first year amounted to $32,200, and now
aggregate about $435,000.

The present corporators are M. H. Griffing, F. H.

Austin, Henry Crofut, Samuel C. Holley, A. A. Heath,

Norman Hodge, William F.Taylor, William H. Clark,

Almon Judd, James Baldwin, William G. Street, E.

P. Bennett, M.D., William C. Bennett, M.D., Wil-

liam J. Rider, George E. Ryder, F. A. Hull, C. H.

Merritt, Luman L. Hubbell, A. T. Clason, M.D.,

James B. Wildman, D. G. Penfield, Ed. M. Baldwin,

L. P. Treadwell.

Present oflicers: S. C. Holley, President; Henry

Crofut, Vice-President; L. P. Treadwell, Secretary

and Treasurer ; Almon Judd, George E. Ryder, Wil-

liam J. Rider, Luman L. Hubbell, F. H. Austin,

Norman Hodge, David G. Penfield, Trustees.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

The first reference to a fire department in Danbury

we find in the Bepublican Journal, under date Nov.

11, 1793, being an advertisement, as follows:

X!^ Fire Engine. .^8'

A SUBSCRIPTION has been set forward in this town for the purpose

of procuring a FIRE ENGINE, and which has met witli the warmest ap-

probation of every gentleman to whom it has iieen presented. Tlie En-

gine proposed to be pnrcliased will discharge 80 gallons per minute and

throw it 100 feet in height.

As soon as three hundred dollars are subscribed for (about sixty of

which are now wanting) a meeting of the subscribers will be held, and a

committee appointed to purchase said engine, and for such other pur-

poses as may be deemed necessary.

To suggest to the enlightened inhabitants of this town the usefulness of

a Fire Engine, and to expatiate on the invention of a machine which

under Providence has saved the lives and property of millions, would bo

justly deemed an insult to their understanding.

The subscription is still to be seen at the store of Messrs. Cunningham

& Mygatt, where those who are desirous of subscribing arc requested to

call.

Danbury, Nov. 11, 1793.

At a borough-meeting at the court-house, Monday,

July 14, 1823, a by-law was passed to appoint one or

more fire inspectors, to hold the office until the an-

nual borough-meeting, and their duties were defined.

At the annual meeting, May 10, 1824, it was

" Voted, That Samuel Tweedy, Johnson AVildman. and Nirum Wildman

be a committee to inquire into the probable expense of an engine or en-

gines, and to devise the best method to procure one or more for the benefit

of this borough, and report at a future meeting of the borough all the

facts with their opinion thereon."

At the annual borough-meeting, May 8, 1826, Na-

thaniel Bishop, Moss White, and Jesse Crofut were

appointed fire inspectors.

At a borough-meeting Oct. 6, 1828, it was

"Voted, That Russel Hoyt and Samuel Tweedy be a committee to cor-

respond w ith the proprietor of the engines built at Canaan, for the pur-

pose of ascertaining on what terms one or more can be purchased, and
report at a future meeting."

The meeting was adjourned to December 1st, when
it was

"Voted, That the warden and burgesses be directed to send to Canaan

for one or more engines to he tried."

At a borough-meeting, Jan. 20, 1829, it was

" Voted, That a tax of two and a half cents on the dollar be laid on the

polls and taxable property within the borough, on an assessment-list

lately made out by direction of the borough, payable by the 10th day of

February next, to purchase two fire-engines.

" Voted, That Elias S. Sanford be and is hereby appointed collector of

the above tax at two per cent, premium, to be paid into the treasury bj'

the 20th of March next.

" Voted, That the warden and burgesses be directed to make such regu-

lations as to the locality of the engines, and also as to forming companies

to take care of and manage the engines, and also to lay out the surplus

of the tax, if any after paying for the engines.

At the session of the General Assembly held at

Hartford in 1829, upon the petition of Daniel B. Cook,

and warden, and burgesses, the borough was author-

ized a second fire company, not to exceed sixteen men,

and at a meeting of the warden and burgesses, July

13, 1829,

" Voted, That two fire companies be formed and organized within said

borough, to be denominated Fire Company No. 1 and Fire Company
No. 2.

" Also voted, That Company No. 2 shall consist of twenty-five men, in-

cluding officers, and No. 1 of sixteen men, including officers."

At a meeting of the warden and burgesses held July

13, 1829, the following persons were appointed oflicers

of Fire Company No. 2 ; Moss White, Foreman

;

William Patch, Assistant Foreman ; Eli T. Hoyt, Sec-

retary. The following persons were appointed fire-

men and attached to said Company No. 2, and to be

deemed members of said company : John Foot, Daniel

Anderson, Samuel Barber, Rory Starr, Thomas M.
Gregory, Alfred Benedict, John F. Baird, Stan

Nichols, Edward Tweedy, Enoch Moore, Sands Per-

kins, Edward Holmes, Underbill Nelson, Stephen T.

Gregory, David P. Abbott, Samuel J. Downing, Henry
C. Lobdell.

The following persons were officers of Company
No. 1 : Elias S. Sanford, Foreman ; John Fry, Assist-

ant Foreman
;
Ephraim Gregory, Secretary. The

following persons were appointed Firemen, attached

to said Company No. 1, and to be deemed members
thereof: Samuel Stebbens, Moses Yale, Lucius H.
Boughton, Thomas F. AVhittlesey, Timothy B.

Hickock, Alfred Gregory, Samuel C. Wildman, Darius

Starr, Nathaniel Wood, Gilead G. Taylor, Hubbell

Wildman, Frederick S. Wildman, Benjamin Smith.

Aug. 22, 1829, the following persons were added to

No. 2 : Samuel G. Boughton, Henry Benedict, Darius

Dikeman, Zar Stone, Russell Dobbs ; and August 27th

Charles A. Jump added to No. 1 ;
Sept. 8, 1829, Emery

Shadbolt to No. 2.

The present organization is as follows: Matthew
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W. Scott, Chief Engineer
;
George T. Oakley, First

Assistant ; Jesse W. Day, Second Assistant.

Washington Hook-and-Ladder Co.—Nathan Bene-

dict, Foreman; Frank E. Moore, Assistant; William

H. Stott, Secretary ; G. Frank Bailey, Treasurer.

Kohanza Hose Co., No. 2.—Jolin Scott, .Jr., Fore-

man; Thomas A. Hull, Assistant; Edward Lobdell,

Secretary ; Lester Comes, Ti-easurer.

Humane Hose Co.—Thomas Dcakin, Foreman ; Au-

gustus Parsons, Assistant
;
Augustus Hurgin, Secre-

tary ;
William Small, Treasurer.

DANBURY WATER-AVORKS.

The subject of introducing water into the borough

for domestic and other uses early engaged the atten-

tion of the citizens, and in 1834 the Danbury Water-

Works Company was inaugurated. In 1851 a com-

mittee was appointed by the borough " to inquire into

the expediency of supjjlying the borough with water

for fire and other purposes, and report to a future

meeting." This committee made an examination of

" Mountain Pond," and reported the " source of sup-

ply unreliable, and the project of bringing water

therefrom entirely impracticable."

The first movement which accomplished any prac-

tical results was begun in the spring of 18G0, when a

communication from J. W. Bacon was published in

the Jeffersonian, calling attention to Kohanza Brook

as a water-supply, and stating results of experiments

made by him as to quantity of water, together with

details of plan of proposed reservoir and system of

pipes for introducing water from this source. Mainly

through the exertions of Mr. Bacon, a charter was

obtained from the Legislature early in the season of

1860, which was accepted by the borough on the 17th

of May. Contracts for the entire works were signed on

the 22d of May, and in the following December water

was let into all the pipes, and the utility of the works

for fire or other pui'poses fully shown to the satisfac-

tion of all. Over nine miles of pipe were laid during

the first year, and a supply-reservoir of about six

acres constructed, the whole at a cost of about thirty-

seven thousand five hundred dollars.

In 1866, the storage capacity of the small reservoir

being found insufficient, a larger reservoir, flooding

over thirty acres, was built farther up the stream at

an expense of about seven thousand dollars. Both

of these reservoirs were swept away on the evening of

Jan. 31, 1869, causing a great destruction of property

and loss of life. The reservoirs Avere rebuilt the same

year.

The water-supply of Danbury is one of the best in

the country, and to Mr. John W. Bacon is the credit

due for its successful introduction.

THE KOHANZA DISASTER.

The following account of this terrible disaster is

taken from the Danbury Times :

"At a quarter to seven o'clock, on Sunday evening, Jan. 31, 1SC9, the

dam to the upper reservoir of the Kohanza Water gave way, and the vast

body of water was hurled down upon the lower pond, gwceplng away Uie

dam and bringing tliclr united strenglh down into tlie valley l<clow,

carrying with it huge masses of Ice and scattering destnictlon along ltd

course. At Flint's dam tlie tide obtained fresh imiiulse. The dam waa

swept away in an instant; the large body of water there wjiitril/ut*d itK

Ijower to the destruction. The water, ice, and lirolieu timber BWi.-pt down

the line of Mill River through tlie village, and created the most aijpall-

ing disaster ever happerjing in this vicinity. Ten lives were lost and fifty

thousand dollars' worth of property was destroyed. The Main, North,

and White Str eet bridges were destroyed, and the bridges on I'at/;l) Street

and lialniforth Avenue were badly damaged, the latter by the water and

ice setting nii the creek which it siians. Tlie bridge crossing the Still

Kiver, opposite Lacey, Hoyt & Co.'s fact'jry, was biully racked and dis-

jilaced. Five buildiugs were swept from theirfoiindationsordemoli»he<l.

Of tliese, two were dw(dlingy, standing on the north side of Main Street,

near the stream. The one nearest the stream Wiw owned by Oliver Stone,

and was occupied by James Bothwell, wife, and two children, and by

Edward Clark, wife, and three children. The otlier building wa« owned

and occupied by Mrs. Betsey Husted, who rented the upper story to John

Chambers and family, who were absent at the time of the disaster, Mrs.

Husted and the occupants of Mr. Stone's house were drowned. With the

Botliwells boarded two sisters (who were also sisters of Mrs. Clark),

Fannie and Betsey Humphrey, wlio were away from home at the hour of

the disaster. One of them, Miss Fanny, in attempting to cross White

Street bridge, nearly a mile below her himie, was overtaken by the flood,

and shared the fate of the rest. The lost were Mrs. Husted, Mrs. Both*

well, Ida Bothwell, aged eight years, Edward Clark, Mary Clark, aged

eight years, George Clark, aged two years, Clark, aged five years,

and Fannie Humphrey, aged twenty-eight years, Mrs. Clark and Nettie

Bothwell, aged ten years. Starr's slaughter-house. Chase's factory, and

Sunderland's carpenter-shop were demolished. Two tenements belong-

ing to Hendrick Barnum, situated on Nortli Street and occujiied by the

families of Perry Disbrow and Daniel Hoyt, were considerably damaged

by the ice. The water-work dams are ruined. The ujjper clam lost

one hundred feetof earth, and the lower dam was entirely carried away.

In the valley west of Clapboard Kidgo, and northwest of the town, are

the receiving and supplying reservoirs of the Kohanza AVater. The
natural stream at thi-j pnint is about four feet wide and hag an average

depth of about four inches. The lower dam is about three miles from

the centre of the village, and the upper is about a mile aud a quarter

beyond. The lower dam was built upon the inauguration of the works

in 18C0, and the upper in ISOC. The lower pond contained about 7J<j

acres of water, aud the upper about 2C acres. The greatest depth of

water in both places was about 2'i feet, or the average depth about b feet.

The length of first dam was 40 feet
;
height, 20 feet

;
cost, SITOO. Length

of second dam, GOO feet
;
height, 22 feet

;
cost, §4500. Each dam was

built of earth sloped 1^4 to 1 on outside and 2 to 1 on inside, aud the

whole of inside lined with stones. The thickness of the dams at the

lowest point was 00 to lOU feet ; at the water-Hue, 20 to 22 feet."

ELJnA'OOD PARK.

The beginning of the pleasant trysting-place known
as Elmwood Park was made in 1801. At that time the

road passed on the east side of the park and formed a

bow, and in the year 1801 a petition was presented to

straighten the street at this point. Maj. Ezra Starr,

of Revolutionary memory, who lived on the premises

where now is located the residence of Hon. D. P.

Nichols, aud who OAvned the land from here down to

Wooster Street, generously donated the land along his

premises, on the condition, however, that it should

ever after remain a " common." The " park" hence-

forth became a spot of considexable importance, as

here Avere held the trainings of "ye olden time."

There were twb military organizations in Danbury at

that time,—an artillery company and a company of

cavalry, the former of which rendezvoused at the tavern

kept by Ebenezer White, which stood on the site of the

present Turner House, and the latter on the corner of

Elm and Main Streets.
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The little park remained with no particular atten-

tion being paid to it in matters of improvement or or-

namentation until 1851 or 1852, when a movement was

started for making it a central park by running a

road on the west side. This project was stoutly op-

posed by the residents in the upjjer portion of the

town, but finally succeeded. Two thousand dollars

was subscribed for the purpose, and in 1853 the work

begun. Among the leading citizens who manifested

a lively interest in the matter are mentioned the names

of Augustus Seeley, W. P. Seeley, and Aaron Turner.

The trees were given by Mr. James Harvey, and were

dug by Noah Atkins and Fred. Bevans.

After a few years interest in the park waned, and,

as predicted by those who opposed it in the beginning,

it passed back to the borough. It, however, proved

to be comparatively inexpensive, as the fence fairly

rotted away, and it became " a mere irregular entangle-

ment, uncared for, unsightly to the eye, not useful for

any i>urpose." Finally, however, after about a score

of years of inattention and neglect, a movement was

started for the improvement of the little spot, princi-

pally by A. P. Sturges. The good work inaugurated

by Mr. Sturges went on, and on July 19, 1879, the

place, beautified and improved, was reopened as Elm-

wood Park. It is finely shaded, has a band-stand and

an immense fountain, and, taken all in all, is one of

the finest parks to be found in any village in the

county. What Bushnell Park is to Hartford, Seaside

to Bi'idgeport, is Elmwood to the present village of

Danbury.

The following anecdote is related by the Danburij

News :

" Wlieii tlie late Uncle Sam Jenniiiss was warden he got a crop of hay

from the gnjund. He had previously issued a jiroclamation forbidding

the obstrnction of the liighways of tlie village. One afternoon he loaded

his cait with tlie hiiy, but, it being late, he left the load in the street for

the night. A number of unknown jmrties, in the fear of the law and

with a most commendable regard for its integiity. drew the cart to the

pound in the night, pitched the hay over into the inclosure, then took

tlie cart to pieces and passed that over, and then finished up by reloading

the hay and leaving the whole witliin the pound,

" The feelings of Warden Jennings when he" discovered the location

of his hay the next morning can easily be imagined. But he issued no

manifesto nor offered any reward for tlie ajiprelieiision of the actors.

He remembered where he had left his cart the night before, and silently

went to work to pitch the hay outside, to take the cart apart and get

that over, and then to put the machinery together again and reload the

hay.

" That was in the ' good old times."

"

WOOSTER CEMETERY.* .

The visitor to Danbury is impressed with two things

in its favor,—first, its good care of the living
;
second,

its good care of the dead. The first is demonstrated in

its facilities for educating the young and in providing

for the helpless ; the second is shown in the beautiful

appearance of its cemetery.

Perhaps there is no place in Connecticut that can

show a burial-place having so many advantages, both

natural and artificial. The general contour of the

* Contiibuted by Edgar S. Tweedy.

ground is a ridge running the length of the place in

part circle from east to north, inclosing a basin within

the circle and a terrace outside. There are several

small ridges surrounding the main ridge. The basin

is flooded by a neighboring stream and divided into

miniature islands covered with trees. From points on

the main ridge the lake of islands is in plain sight,

and presents a very picturesque view to the observer.

There is also a drive around the water.

In laying out the roads and grounds for burial

purposes, the taste displayed by the architects is ad-

mirable. Advantage has been taken of all the points

presented by nature, and art has smoothed the rough

places and developed them into beauty. The great

bulk of those owning lots have been equally jealous

of their appearance, and in many instances these

spots have been made very beautiful. The great

wealth of foliage in the cemetery strikes the visitor

as being remarkable. The most hardy variety of trees

and shrubs have been selected, and, while the shade

is abundant, it does not entirely hide many of the

other attractive features of the place in a distant

view. The grounds are within the village, and are

consequently visited quite frequently, especially on a

pleasant Sabbath, when there is a large number of

visitors.

The Danbury Cemetery Association was organized

in November, 1850, under a law of the State relating

to cemeteries, with sixty shareholders at twenty-five

dollars a share. The first purchase of land was made in

December of that year, of William K. Clark, the piece

containing sixteen acres, for which three hundred

dollars was paid ; and another piece, five and one-

fourth acres, for eighty dollars, of Col. E. Moss White.

Additions were made from time to time, and there

are now about fifty acres in that part of the cemetery

which is improved.

In the spring and summer of 1851 the grounds were

laid out, roads made, and trees secured. Most of the

evergreens were obtained from William Mann's nurs-

ery in Bangor, Me., some of a suitable size to trans-

plant, others, from six to twelve inches in height, set

out in a nursery and transferred to the grounds when of

a suitable size. Beneath the surface the soil is good

and free from stones. Many of the knolls were quite

barren and forbidding in exterior, but by the free use

of muck, ashes, and manure a thrifty crop of grass

appeared thereon. It was predicted by some that

trees would not grow on this land, so naturally poor

did it appear.

Where the lake now is was a muck-swamp filled

with bogs and bushes. These were collected and

burned, and the muck removed to cover the barren

soil. The water which forms the lake sets back from

the North Meadow stream, and, during a freshet, fills

the lake. A dam at 'the outlet keeps the water at a

proper height. There is a fine spring, which never

fails, on the east border of the lake.

The improved grounds are nearly inclosed by a
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substantial stone wall, which is banked on the inside.

Most of tlie material in the wall was brought frojn

" Tamarack Woods."

On April 27, 1854, the Wooster Monument, whose

top is conspicuous from a distance, was finished, and

dedicated with apjjropriate ceremonies to ])er|>etuate

the memory of Gen. Wooster, of Revolutioiniry fame.

The occasion was one of uncommon interest in this

part of the State. Thei'e were fully ten thousand

people present as witnesses of the ceremonies. The
Masonic lodges of the State and neighboring States

wei"e represented. His Excellency, the Governor,

with notables from abroad and military organizations

from Bridgeport, New Haven, and Hartford, partici-

pated in the affair. The Masonic disjjlay was the

most imposing ever made in the State. Hon. Henry
C. Deming, of Hartford, delivered the oration.

In 18G2 the reception-vault was built, and four

years later the massive stone columns at the entrance

to the cemetery were erected.

In November, 1867, the association purchased of

the late William Augustus White about twenty-five

acres, at thirty-five dollars per acre, lying on the east

side of the road leading to North Meadow and oppo-

site the improved grounds. No improvements have
been made on this plat, but the setting out of ever-

greens and other trees in places that will not be

accej^ted for burial purposes.

The grounds were laid out and improvements made
by and under the direction of George W. Ives and
Edgar S. Tweedy. Mr. Ives died in 1862. His
remains I'est in the northern point of the main ridge,

and are marked by a massive granite cross of simple

design, in the base of which is inscribed the following

testimony from his fellow-citizens

:

" Tliis monument is eiecteJ to George W. Ivea by his fj ietids as a testi-

monial of his services in laying out anj beautifying this cemetery, and
in remembrance of his public and private worth."

Since his death Mr. Tweedy has had the supervision

of the grounds.

POPULATION OP DANBURY.
17o6 ir,27

1774 'Zjrin

ns2 2,747
1790 3,031
1800 3,180
1810 3,iJ0li

18-^0 3,873
1830 4,311
1840 4,504
1850 6,9fi4

1800 7,J34
1870 8,753
1880 11,019

THE DANBURY LIBRARY

as it exists to-day, with its commodious and elegant

building on Main Street, the dwelling-house adjoin-

ing, its books and other property, including its in-

vested funds, is substantially the gift of one family,

—

that of the late E. Moss White, of Danbury. The
late William Augustus White, of Brooklyn, son of

E. Moss White, by his last will and testament be-

queathed the sum of ten thousand dollars, to be paid

five years after his decease, for the establishment of a

public library in his native borough of Danbury.

The Legislature of Connecticut, at its session in 1869,

passed an act incorporating the Danbury Librarj',

which act was approved by the Governor, June

1869.

On the 1st of June, 1870, Alexander ^I. White, of

Brooklyn, brother of William Augustus White, and

sole executor of his will, placed at the disposal of the

trustees of the library the house on Main Street, in

which he was born and in which his parents died, to

be used for library ])Urposes until a suitable building

could be erected upon tlie premises. At the same

time, Mr. White also notified the trustees of his will-

ingness to give a plot of ground fifty feet on Main

Street by one hundred and fifty in depth, on which to

erect a suitable building, and also the sum of five

thousand dollars, besides an equal amount to be given

by his brother, George Granville Wiiite, towards the

erection of such a building, so soon as the citizens of

Danbury would join in erecting, free of debt, a suit-

able building upon this ground. At this time Mr.

White directed that repairs be made upon the house

so given, and that suitable furniture be purchased at

an expense not to exceed five hundred dollars, the

cost of such repairs and purchases being paid by him.

In 1871, Alexander M. White made a further dona-

tion of five hundred dollars for the purchase of books.

A donation of five hundred dollars by the late Charles

H. Merritt and of fifty dollars by Miss H. E. Merritt

for the purchase of books was made and accepted.

The library continued to occupy the house formerly

the residence of E. Moss White till the fall of 1876.

In May of that year Mr. Alexander M. White noti-

fied the trustees of his desire to see a suitable build-

ing erected upon the site for library uses, and of the

offer of his_ brother, George Granville White, to con-

tribute five thousand dollars for this purpose. To this

amount Alexander M. White generously offered to

add fifteen thousand dollars, making twenty thousand

dollars in all. Mr. White subsequently offered to re-

move the old dwelling-house to the rear of the library

lot at his own expense and to fit it up for rental, also

to donate additional ground on the south side and

rear of the library lot, and directed that plans be ob-

tained for a building costing from t\> enty thousand

to twenty-five thousand dollars.

Of all these several gifts and donations the trustees

have thankfully availed themselves. Not only the

twenty-five thousand dollars placed at their disposal

by the Messrs. Alexander White and George Gran-

ville White has been, in accordance with their wish,

expended upon the building, but in October, 1S78,

Mr. Alexander M. White, to insure the utmost possi-

ble perfection in the completion of the new structure,

made a further donation of fifteen hundred dollars.

Upon receiving a vote of thanks from the trustees for

this amount, he added three thousand five hundred
dollars for finishing, furnishing, and purchase of
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books. These contributions, Mr. White desires it

understood are, like others coming through him, from
the family of the late E. Moss White.

The present building was erected from plans fur-

nished by Messrs. Lamb & Wheeler, of Newark, N. J.

It was begun in 1877 and completed early in 1879.

The first story is rented for offices, leaving the entire

second story for library uses. It is heated by steam
throughout, and has received the approval and ad-

miration of some of the best architects and authori-

ties upon architecture in the country. It is a monu-
ment to the generosity and philanthropy of a single

family, and a public benefaction of which all the in-

habitants of Danbury have every reason to feel proud.

CHAPTER XXIII.

DANBUEY (Continued^.

Hatting in Danbury—Oilier Manufactures—Present Manufactures—Tlie

Execution of Antliony—Trial aiid Execution of Amos Adams.

HATTING IN DANBURY.

The following history of the hatting business in

Danbury is condensed from W. H. Francis' History

of Hatting, published in 1860, and continued from

that time to the present by Mr. Bailey, in the Dan-
bury News:

" It is said to be a sober fact in history that the first

building ever erected in this country as a hat-shop

Avas built in Danbury, and the first hat ever made in

these United States was made in this town. Be this

as it may, certain it is that in the days of the Revo-

lution, when the town was but a hamlet, when pro-

vincial's blade was crossed with that of royalists and

a little jjhalanx of stout hearts were contending for

the inborn rights of man, when the seede of future

glorious empire were being planted in the furrows

plowed by the cannon-ball, harrowed in deeply by the

iron war-horse, the tramp of wheeling and charging

columns, moistened and enriched by the generous flow

of the life-blood of patriots, we find that in 1780

Zadoc Benedict was making hats in a small red shop

standing near the grounds now the site of the depot,

in Main Street. With limited resources and capital,

he kept up the fire under his solitary kettle and em-

ployed to work up his 'stock' the services of one

journeyman and tivo apprentices, turning off" hats at the

rate of three per day, or one and a half dozen per iveeh,

two hats being an average for a good workman in a

day.

"This is according to the statement of some of our

oldest citizens about the first that was done at hatting

in Danbury, and, although hats had undoubtedly been

made here long before this, still we shall take this as

the starting-point and regard it as the commencement
of what has since proved an important and extensive

trade.

" 1787.—Col. Russell White and Oliver Burr, firm of

Burr & White or 0. Burr & Co., carried on what was
then considered an extensive trade, employing thirty

hands, variously engaged, and turning off hats at the
rate of fifteen dozen per week, or seven hundred and
fifty dozen per year. The hats of this period were
without elegance, being heavy, rough, and unwieldy.
They sold at from six to ten dollars each,—enough to

buy two or three fine hats now. One man could make
about nine hats per week.

"The manufacturer bought the skins in a bundle.

The fur then had to be taken from them by hand and
assorted. Then it was bowed into 'bats,' with the

old 'bow,' 'pins,' and 'catgut,' and these 'bats' were
made into hat-bodies. After the hats were made
(everything being done by hand), they were distrib-

uted to the ladies living in the vicinity in order to

have the hair that remained sticking in the nap re-

moved by tweezers.

"Among the men employed by Burr & White were
Eli Benedict and William Babcock, who afterwards

went to New Haven.
" 1791.—In the Farmers' Journal, published at Dan-

bury, in this year, we find the following advertise-

ment:
"

' TO BE SOLD BY

0. BURR & COMPANY,

OSE HUNDRED WEIGHT OF

GOOD HAT WOOL,

AND SEVERAL PAIRS OF WHITE

ENGLISH RABBITS,

Whose increase is amazingly fast and the skins for fur in great demand,

and their flesh of the most delicate kind ; and to conclude the whole of

their excellencies, their keeping requires nothing hut vegetables, such as

weeds, grass, potatoes, turnips, etc., etc. They need no drink.

" 'Also, given as usual twenty pence per run for coarse woolenjyarn.

" 'Danbury, May ISth, 1701.'

" 1800.—In Robbing' century sermon, delivered at

Danbury, Jan. 1, 1801, we find these remarks: 'In

the manufacture of hats this town (Danbury) much
exceeds any one in the United States. More than

twenty thousand hats, mostly of fur, are made' an-

nually for exportation.' Thus, more than half a

century ago, our fathers took the lead in the manu-
facture of hats, and to-day their sons are not behind.

" 1802.—The first hat-store at the South in connec-

tion with manufacturing at Danbury was established by

two active and well-known men (now deceased), Zal-

mon and Seymour Wildman. They had one store at

Charleston, S. C, firm of Z. & S. AVildman ; another

at Savannah, Ga., firm of Wildman & Hoags. Zal-

mon Wildman manufactured in the shop of Zadoc

Benedict after the decease of the latter, in 1803. He
also some years later carried on quite extensively the

finishing of hats for the Southern market, near the

grounds now the site of the Pahquioque Hotel, in Main

Street.

" 1803.—During this and following years, Samuel

H. Phillips, George Benedict, David Wood, William

Babcock, Ezra Wildman, Ebenezer and John D.

Nichols, Boughtou & Starr, and others, carried on

hatting in different parts of the township. The fash-
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ionable hat of this year was six inches deep and two

inch brim.
" 1805.—Clark & Benedict carried on the hatting

business in the red building situated in West Street,

and now occupied as a dwelling; Gersliaiii Nichols

at the same time, in a building near the residence of

Oliver Stone, in Main Street.

" 1807.—Noah Rockwell commenced manufacturing

with his 'plank' shop in the cellar of the house now
occupied by Mrs. Rosaboom, in Franklin Street.

Also, Hoyt Gregory had a shop in West Street. All

these manufacturers carried on the business on a

limited scale, employing, jjrobably, from seven to

eight hands each, and turning off hats at the rate of

four or five dozen per week, or two hundred and fifty

dozen per year. Among the men in the employ of

Hoyt Gregory were James Seal and Thomas Peck,

who eventually engaged in an extensive business at

Boston.

" 1808-9.—There were fifty-six hat-shops in opera-

tion in the township of Danbury, averaging from three

to five men each. Many farmers were interested in the

trade, setting up a kettle and hiring journeymen. It

is but a few years since the trade was centralized and
the bulk of capital concentred in a few large estab-

lishments.

" 1812.—We have our venerable citizen, now presi-

dent of the Danbury Bank (who went into business

as early as 1800), and James Benedict, firm of Tweedy
& Benedict, carrying on business in a shop situated

on the ground where the house of Mrs. Sprague now
stands, corner of Main and Elm Streets. Hands
emiiloyed, 30. During the war the trade between

hat-dealers and the Northwest Company was cut off".

John Jacob Astor sold at auction, in the city of New
York, a large quantity of furs which had been seized.

James Benedict, hearing of the sale, attended and
bought five bales (one thousand pounds) of ' old coat

beaver' at one dollar per pound. The price imme-
diately advanced to five dollars per pound.

" We must remember that at this time hat-finishing

was a very small part of the trade here ; in fact,

hardly any hats were sent to market finished and
trimmed, but were sent in the ' rough' to the city,

there to be made ready for sale. In this year a ma-
chine was invented for blowing fur, and first used in

Messrs. Tweedy & Benedict's establishment. It con-

sisted of a wire drum, in which the fur was placed,

and the machine moved with a crank by hand. Small,

simple, and imperfect, it was thought to be an im-

portant invention at that time ; now it would be
laughed at as a child's plaything.

" 1814.—Judson and Eussell White, firm of White
Brothers, conducted a large business here. Capital

invested, $50,000. Hands employed, about 50, making
probably about two hundred dozen hats per month,

or two thousand dozen per annum. This firm had a

warehouse in the city, where the hats were sent to

be sold.

"Among those who learned the trade with the White

Brothers was Starr Nichols, Esq., now decea.sed, who

afterwards became a prominent townsman, a>ntrib-

uting in a great measure to the advancement and

buihling up of Danbury. Soon after liLs ' time was

out' he commenced l)usiness for himself. Doing very

little at first, but steadily increasing, he puslied for-

ward with that zeal which ever afterwards formed so

prominent a trait in his character, until, when the

Wliite Brothers retired from business, he took their

place and carried it on with increased energy, em-

ploying fifty 'makers.' He met with several re-

verses of fortune, but at the time of his death (185G)

was engaged in a lucrative business in a hat-store in

New York City, and to-day he is remembered as one

of the most prominent men in the trade. His benevo-

lence and active perseverance are well worth imi-

tating.

" 1816.—Two of our citizens, R. & E. T. Hoyt, mer-

chants in the place, receiving, as the custom was,

hats in exchange for their goods, taking a few hats,

went South and opened a store at Charleston, S. C.

The hats were made by Tweedy & Benedict, and fin-

ished partly in the old finishing-shop yet standing on

the corner of Main and Fi'anklin Streets. The Messrs.

Hoyt began on a small scale, the sales at first amount-

ing to but $15,000 or $20,000 per year. But as the

trade increased in importance throughout the country

they took advantage of it, and through their efforts was

built up a large establishment, increasing until at one

jjeriod the yearly sales reached $100,000. The business

continued in the hands of some of the Hoyt family

until the death of John R. Hoyt (son of Russell),

some twelve years since, and is yet in active operation

under F. T. Fanning. David H. Boughton was the

first partner taken into the firm, and the following

individuals were from time to time connected with

the same house : David M. Benedict, Edgar S. Tweedy,

F. T. Fanning, Lucius P. Hoyt, and A. E. Tweedy.

This hat-store was connected with manufacturing in

Danbury up to 1854, and affords an example of pros-

perity and continued success, with close attention to

business as the cause.

" In the fall of the same year, 1816, ZalmouWiUlman
(who, as before mentioned, was engaged in the South-

ern trade as early as 1802), with Ezra M. Starr,—the

latter still one of our most respected aad influential

citizens,—started another hat-store in Charleston.

This firm also commenced with about $20,000 as the

yearly sales, but an enterprise like this, in the hands

of such thorough and active business men, could but

succeed
;
they were soon firmly established, and went

on extending their trade and enlarging their opera-

tions, until we have as the amount of sales per annum
$60,000. Hats worth here ninety dollars per dozen

were taken South and sold at one hundred and twenty

dollars per dozen.

" 1817.—Capt. John Foot, with one Mr. Hodge, man-
ufactured hats for the firm of Wildman & Starr, em-
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ploying six or eight men, and getting up about six

hundred dozen per annum. Elias Boughton, Abel

Hoyt, and others, carried on hatting in Danbury about

this time. The hats were then eight or nine ounces

in weight. The price for making them—that is, the

Russia hat—was ninety-two cents, or five shillings six

pence, Yankee currency.
" 1824.—Among the manufacturers of this period

were Isaac H. Seelye, White & Keeler, Hatch &
Gregory, Joseph Taylor, Hugh Starr, and Taylor &
Dibble.

" 1825.—Fry, Gregory & Co. conducted at this time

an extensive trade, working up $80,000 worth of stock

per annum; capital invested, $50,000; hands em-

ployed at making, 30
;
trimming, 10. This firm also

had a store (now occupied by Mr. Osborne) in West
Street, where the hands employed traded, receiving

orders instead of cash for their work.
" In 1833, Fry, Gregory & Co. sold out their make-

shop to William Montgomery, who had commenced
hatting in 1832 with Edward S. Brockett. Mr. Mont-
gomery made the hats for Fry, Gregory & Co., who,

having finished and trimmed them, sent them to their

store in Charleston for sale. Mr. Montgomery carried

on the fur-hat trade until 1853, when, building a

large factory in connection with the buildings already

on the ground, he entered into the manufacture of

wool hats in company with Charles Benedict and Jar-

vis P. Hull. Mr. Hull soon withdrew from the firm,

and it is now that of Benedict & Montgomery.
" From an old bill dated New York, June 5, 1825,

we find that Joel Taylor bought of E. & H. Raymond
one hundred Spanish wool bodies at thirty-four cents

apiece.

" 1835.—Mr. Alvin Hurd, having learned the art of

making silk hats from two Englishmen in the city of

New York, returned here and set up the business in

the shop of Starr Nichols, manufacturing for the firm

of Swift & Nichols, with five men employed, thus in-

troducing into Danbury the art of making silk hats.

This branch of the trade increased so that in fact it

became the most popular one of the day, and in the

years intervening between 1840 and 1850 was carried

on almost exclusively, Messrs. Tweedy & White, Wil-

liam Montgomery, N. H. Wildman, and others being

engaged in it. After 1850 it gradually decreased, and

now nothing is done here at this branch, the soft hat

taking its place.

" During 1835 and several following years Messrs.

Fry & Gregory, together with Samuel SfirouUs, kept

in operation a large wholesale establishment in New
York City.

" 1840.—Hoyt, Tweedy & Co. had a factory at the

north end of Main Street, and were also connected

with the hat-store established at Charleston by the

Hoyts in 1816. Since 1840, under Edgar S. Tweedy,

John R. Hoyt, F. T. Fanning, Lucius Hoyt, A. E.

Tweedy, William R. White, and others, the firm has

been known successively as that of Hoyt, Tweedy &

Co., Tweedy, Hoyt & Co., Tweedy & Hoyt, A. E.

Tweedy & Co., Tweedy & White, and now (since 1857)

Tweedy, White & Co.

" 1841.—After the napped hats had gone out of fash-

ion, Messrs. Niram Wildman and John Pry went to

Roxbury for the purpose of getting information con-

cerning the wool-hatting. They called on Col. La-

throp, in that place, who was then considered the best

manufacturer of wool hats in this section of the

country. Having obtained the necessary information,

Messrs. Wildman & Fry returned and commenced the

manufacture of wool hats in the old building some time

since removed from the grounds of Mr. Fry, employ-

ing five men as makers and two women as trimmers,

turning off" from eight to ten dozen per day, the bodies

being formed in the ' old factory.' Wildman & Fry
subsequently sold out to Charles Fry and David Wild-

man (the latter now deceased), who continued the

manufacture in a building in Main Street, since re-

moved.
" 1846.—Nathaniel H. Wildman was at this time

manufacturing fur hats. He kept up the manufacture

until a few years since, and is now engaged in a hat-

store at Augusta, Ga. Truman Trowbridge employed

a number of hands, also Frederick Nichols.

" 1849.—Mr. Nathan Benedict came from New York
with one of the fur-hat forming machines. When it

was rumored that such a machine was to be brought

here it created considerable excitement among the

mechanics in the trade, and when it actually did

arrive a majority of hatters were opposed to it. It

was put up by Mr. Benedict in the old Hurlbut fac-

tory as an experiment, under the patronage of A. E.

Tweedy & Co. But very little was done the first

year, and the enterprise progressed slowly ; but as

the public confidence in it was strengthened the old

prejudice died out, and its popularity increased.

" 1852.—S. A. Brower & Co. started the business of

paper-box making in Danbury. Until the soft hat

came into use hats were packed in wooden cases alone.

Now one dozen hats are placed in a paper box, and

these, to the number of six, are placed in a wooden

case. This mode of packing hats for transportation

is a little more expensive than the former, but it is at

the same time more safe, neat, and convenient.

" Mr. E. S. Davis, who bought out Brower & Co. in

1852, now carries on the business quite extensively.

At first the demand was very small, but as the manu-

facture of soft hats increased so did that of paper

boxes. Mr. Davis now occupies the whole of the new
building seventy by thirty and three stories high (near

Tweedy Brothers). Capital invested, $7000 ; sales per

annum, $25,000 ;
paid out to hands per month, $200;

hands employed, 11. Boards or straw paper used per

annum, 125 tons ; number of paper boxes of all sizes

made per annum, 216,000. The 'boards' are manu-

factured in the neighboring towns of Brookfield,

Newtown, and New Milford.

" 1853.—James S. Taylor, of this town, patented his
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machines for felting or sizing hats, to which their orig-

inality and perfect operation has hcen satisfactorily

applied. These machincM have been introduced into

general use among the best and most extensive wool-
;

hat manufacturers in the United States. It is a fact

worthy of notice that these machines have been in-

vented, perfected, and brought into general use in less

time than perhaps ever before recorded of any other

invention of the same relative value in the mechanic

arts in this or any other country, and it is owing to

this invention of Mr. Taylor's that our wool-hat man-

ufacturers have been enabled to supply the increasing

demand for the finer qualities of that article.

"
' The Taylor's Patent Hat-Felting Company have

about three hundred of these machines in use in va-

rious parts of the United States, felting at least six

dozen hats per day on each machine, equal to 1800

dozen per day for the three hundred machines, or

540,000 dozen, on an average, per year, being 6,480,000

hats !' They have secured the patent on the machine

in various European countries, and now have machines

in constant operation in several of the largest estab-

lishments in England, where an agency is about being

established. ' The largest single day's work i:ierformed

by these machines was, probably, in the shop of Wild-

man & Crosby, in 1856, they having sized on two sets

of machines fifty-four dozen hats in one day, the ma-

chines being operated by four men, working only ten

hours.' A Frenchman, J. Baptiste Lacille by name,

and many others, have invented machines for sizing

hats and sold their patents for large sums, but the

machines failed, not having been brought to perfec-

tion, and the Taylor machines have taken the place

of all.

" 1855.—Abijah Abbott commenced the manufacture

of band-boxes for Messrs. Benedict & Montgomery.

Mr. Abbott now employs four hands, making thirty

thousand large paper boxes per year and consuming

fifty tons of boards per annum. His sales amount to

five thousand dollars per annum.
" The making of wooden cases is a large item, and

three firms, George Starr, George Stevens & Co., and

Raymond & Ambler, are constantly employed.
" In 1860 there were but eight manufacturers of fur

and wool hats in Danbury. We have now twelve,

and the largest of these is twice as large as any at

that date. There have been many changes in the

firms since then,—many new firms started and failed.

These we have endeavored to look up and obtain re-

liable information about them.
" In 1860 there were two firms of the Tweedys,

—

Tweedy, White & Co., and Tweedy Brothers. In

1864 the first firm was changed to T. E. & E. Tweedy,

and the second was changed to William H. Tweedy
in 1861. In 1867 both these firms were merged into

one under the name of Tweedy & Co., and after four

years of business a stock company was formed under

the name of the Tweedy Manufacturing Company,
which is its present designation.

"Giles M. Hoyt's factory in I860 wan in GraHsy

Plai/i, which was then a part of T^aiibury. In 1874,

Mr. Iloyt rctmoved to tlie shop on \V])ito Street now
occupied by Nichols <t Hine. It had then just been

' vacated by Lacey & Downs. In 1878 lie moved again

to his present location, in the old laundry-building

near the Danbury and Norwalk Railway.

"A. T. Peck was in the winter of 1863 engaged in

hatting with his brother-in-law, Anson Taylor, in the

old comb-factory which stood on the site of Beckerle

and Co.'s new factories. Mr. Taylor had just received

a patent for combining pieces of waste silk with fur,

and they were manufacturing hats under this patent.

It was said that a hat, after being 'jacked up,' was

made to look like a silk hat, and at a much less cost.

They were made in all styles. Mr. Tayhjr died soon

after the manufacture began, and Mr. Peck then went

out of business.

"In 1864, Shethar & Lacey built a small shop near

the Phoenix factory, and ran it for a few years.

"The Union Hat Company, composed of W. H.

Youngs, H. C. Ely, Kellogg Nichols, and Cyrus Ray-

mond, started in that building in 1869. In 1872 they

discontinued business. It was occupied between this

time and 1875 by Casper Zeigler, and in that year

William Beckerle took it. He remained here one

year, and in 1876, after taking into partnership C. H.

Piex, T. F. Fay, and J. H. Shuldice, he removed to

the old comb-shop near Paliquioque Avenue. This

shop soon proved too small for the firm, and from

time to time they added to its capacity by building

on numerous additions and erecting small buildings

for make-shops, coloring-shop, etc. In December,

1879, the establishment was totalh destroyed by fire.

Work was immediately resumed, and now the new
factories, exceeded by but one establishment in town,

are nearly complete.

" In 1865, J. G. Meeker began business as a hatter in

a factory on Canal Street. This building, for a few

months jirevious to this, had been used by journeymen

hatters, who took out work from our larger firms for

manipulation in one branch only. They were not

what might be called manufacturing hatters, and for

that reason we have not secured their names. In

1877 this factory was completely destroyed, and the

next year the i)resent commodious and enlarged

building was completed and occupied by D. W.
Meeker, a brother of tlie first named. He still car-

ries on business there.

"As early as 1844, Ransom Brothwcll, father of

Theodore Brotliwell, had a shop in I\Iill Plain. He
started it earlier than this, but this is the first we can

find of him. It was situated on the present farm of

Oliver Burchard, and some time after (in 1848) he

removed to a factory on the site of the present black-

smith-shop.

"The next we find of hatting in that hamlet is a

shop run by P. A. Sutton. This changed hands many
' times, being owned successively by A. Solomon, now
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of Norwalk, Harry Jennings & Son, and Stone &
Downs. The latter were burned out in 1867, and

Mr. Downs then retired. Benjamin Stone then built

the shop now occupied by H. M. Senior & Son, ran

it for about nine months, and then went to New
Jersey. C. B. Prindle occupied it next for about six

months, and Senior bought it in 1871. John Harvey

was a partner of Senior for one year. In 1878 the

present firm was formed.
" In 1866, C. B. Prindle and Edward Gage took out

work to size. The original shop stood just west of

the present building. In 1869, Mr. Gage went out,

and Mr. Prindle took it. ' Prindle & Co.' soon after

became the title of the firm, and they finished hats

complete. In December, 1877, the Mill Plain Manu-
facturing Company, a joint-stock corporation, took

the factory now standing, which was built in 1871.

In 1879, Mr. Prindle went it alone, and is now doing

business there.

" It is related that at the time of Mr. Brothwell they

were making what was known as the 'coney' hat.

These hats were always worth just a dollar. If no

money was forthcoming on pay-day, the men were

given as many hats as there were dollars due them.

These they spent at the stores the same as cash, and

the storekeepers sent them to New York to sell. Mr.

Brothwell never used the neat packing-cases of to-day,

but used to go out and knock boards off the fences

and make cases.

"In 1860 the old firm of Crofut, Bates & Wildman
was Henry Crofut. From that time to now there have

been four different partners besides Mr. Crofut. First,

RoUo Nichols was admitted, under the firm-name of

H. Crofut & Co. Then George K. Nichols was ad-

mitted, then Joseph H. White, the firm still retaining

the old name. The present firm is Crofut, White &
Peabody, the Messrs. Nichols being both dead. Mr.

Peabody was admitted in 1878.

" The firm once occupied the factory on West Street,

which was burned in 1864, in addition to the ' Pah-

quioque' shop.

" The firm of E. A. Mallory & Co. in 1860 was formed

of Mallory and P. A. Sutton. In 1864, Mr. Mallory

associated with him his brother, Samuel Mallory, and

this firm continued till 1866. Samuel Mallory then

retired, and imtil 1872 E. A. Mallory was again alone.

In that year he took in his son, Charles H. Mallory,

and this comprises the present firm.

"In 1862, Mr. S. C. Holley began the manufacture

of wool hats in the shop then standing at the Main
Street bridge, which had before that been used by

Crosby & Wildman. For a short time J. H. Cesner

was his partner. In 1865, Mr. A. N. Wildman con-

nected himself publicly with the firm, and the ' Co.'

was added to Mr. Holley's name. In 1868 the factory

was burned. The same year they built the factory

on River Street now occupied by them. Mr. A. B.

Holley became a member of the firm in January, 1876,

though the firm-name was not changed.

" Shethar & Lacey was the name of a new firm which
purchased the Montgomery factory, on White Street,

in 1865. For one year they continued business, and
then admission to the firm was given to Henry Starr

and Thomas Lawrence, under the firm-name of Shet-

har, Lacey & Co. One more year passed and this

firm dissolved, and in its place was the firm of Lacey,

Hoyt & Co., composed of W. F. Lacey, Theodore Hoyt,

Moses Collier, Ives Bushnell, and George Downs. In

1872 the firm went out of business. Lacey, Downs
& Co., the company being C. H. White, then formed

a copartnership and manufactured hats for a time.

Lacey & Downs were before this time associated in

the fur-cutting business in the Phoenix factory, re-

cently destroyed by fire. Their hatting experience

continued but a short time.

" Elijah Sturdevant continued the business at the

factory in Beaver Brook District until Aug. 31, 1873.

On that date the building was totally destroyed by
fire at a loss of sixty thousand dollars. For four

years the ruins lay about as the fire left them, and it

was in 1877 that the place was rebuilt. James S.

Taylor then took the factory, and from that time to

this a desultory trade has been carried on there, a

young firm running through one trade and then suc-

ceeded by another, which was in turn run out by
another. None of them seemed to have had much
success. In 1879, D. E. Leowe & Co. took it, but in

1880 they dissolved. Mr. Taylor has always occupied

part of the factory as a forming-shop.
" Nichols & Hine were burned out in Bethel in the

spring of 1878. In the fall of the same year they

came to Danbury, and took the old Lacey, Downs &
Co. factory on White Street, where they still remain,

having been eminently successful.

" We now have given the hat-manufacturers since

1860, so far as we can trace them. Next in order

come the fur-cutters. The firm of W. A. & A. M.
White, which was the principal one in the trade at

that time, is still running. Their factory was totally

destroyed by fire in 1874. It was immediately re-

built with brick, and is probably one of the most con-

veniently arranged establishments in the country.

The firm-name remains the same, though new blood

has been added to it in the persons of the sons of the

original Whites, who bear the same names.
" W. F. Lacey and George Downs went into partner-

ship with Stephen Hurlbut in 1862 under the name
of Hurlbut & Co. In 1864, Mr. Hurlbut left the firm

and started in business in Peck's comb-shop, where

Beckerle & Co.'s factories now stand. He continued

business until 1869, when he was killed by a runaway

team.
" Peter Robinson, in 1865, began the fur-cutting busi-

ness in a shop belonging to the Tweedys. In 1867 he

purchased a building at Beaver Brook, and admitted

to partnership Mr. John Tweedy. In 1870 the busi-

ness was so extensive that greater accommodations

were made necessary, and the firm purchased the fac-
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tory of Benedict & Montgomery, on West Street.

This shop was burned down in 1874, and in tlie wamc

year they went to their prcHcnt quarters in the JIull

& Beldeu Co.'s foctory, on Canal Street. Mr. Tweedy
had in the mean time retired from the firm, and Jolin

Starr was taken in in 1871. Mr. Starr died in 1876,

and 0. de Comeau took his place. He remained a

member of the firm one year, and, in 1877, Mr. Rob-

inson's oldest son, E. T. Robinson, was taken into the

firm and sent to England, where they established a

branch office. The manufacture of hat-cases is also

an important factor in the business. In 18G0, Mr.

George Starr was the only person engaged in the busi-

ness in Danbury. Besides cases, he made blocks, tools,

etc. In 1876 his brother, Daniel Starr, purchased

the business and still continues it. The Danbury and

Bethel Hat-Case Company began to manufacture

cases only in 1876, and still continue.

" Through the kindness of one of our oldest resi-

dents we have been enabled to trace some of the old

hatters.

"1787.—William Babcock, who was employed by

Burr & White in this year, died in New Haven.
" 1803.—Samuel H. Phillips lived opposite the Dan-

bury Savings Bank, where Meyers' store now stands,

and died there. George Benedict was a son of Elia-

kim, and lived and died in Danbury. David Wood
lived and died opposite the Capt. Ryder place, or on

the site of the old Church of England, on the corner

of Main and South streets. Ezra Wildman, who was
a great-uncle of Samuel C. Wildman, moved to Clarks-

field, Ohio, and died there. Eb^nezer and John D.

Nichols died in the South. The firm of Boughton &
Starr we cannot trace. Mr. Boughton is believed to

have been Elias Boughton, who lived on the site of

George C. White's residence.

" 1805.—The firm of Clark & Benedict should have

read Benedict & Clark. Sallue P. Clark lived down
town, near the old Carrington place. He was an

uncle of Starr Clark, who spends his summers in Dan-
bury. Benedict was the son of Peter Benedict, who
lived in Mountainville, on the place now owned by
E. S. Benedict. Gersham Nichols was the father of

Starr Nichols and the great-grandfather of John
Nichols, of the firm of Nichols & Hine.

" 1807.—Noah Rockwell died in Danbury. Hoyt
Gregory died here, and we believe has no descendants.

" 1812.—James Benedict, of Tweedy & Benedict,

retired from business to a farm on the Hudson River,

and died there.

"1816.—David H. Boughton was a son of Elias

Boughton, and died South. His remains were brought

home and interred in the burying-ground up-town.

David M. Benedict lived later in life in the house now
owned by Lucius P. Hoyt, and died there. He was
also buried in the up-town burying-ground. Ezra M.
Starr lived and died in the house now occupied by Ira

Morse, on South Street. Mrs. Morse was his niece.

"1818.—Capt. John Foote lived near the present

residence of Harmon Knapp, Main Street. Abel

Hoyt was father of Giles M. Hoyt, and died in Bethel.

"1820.—Epliraim Gregory was a son of Elijah Greg-

ory, a blacksmith, who lived where L. S. Benedict

now lives. His shop stood on the site of St. James'

Church.

"Mr. John Fry ia still living, a hale and hearty old

man, in the house where his first shop stood, on New
Street.

" Alvin Hurd, who was a i)artner of Mr. Fry in 1818,

died in August, 1860.

"Benedict & Montgomery consisted of Charles Ben-

edict and William Montgomery. The firm closed basi-

ness in 1861. Mr. Benedict is still living in Danbury,

on Deer Hill Avenue. William Montgomery moved
to Baltimore some years ago, and is still in business

there.

"Joel Taylor lived for many years in Great Plain.

He was father of Mr. James S. Taylor. He died in

1870.

"Nathaniel H. Wildman was in the southern trade

in Charleston. He closed up his business in 1861.

He lived and died in the old house yet standing in

rear of Wildman's Block, on Main Street. He was

the father of Alexander Wildman. His death oc-

curred in 1877.

" Charles Fry and Truman Trowbridge are still

living and working at the trade.

" The firm of R. & E. T. Hoyt doing business in

1816, was Russell and Eli T. Hoyt. The former died

in 1868. The latter still lives in the homestead on
Main Street, a man ripe in years, still preserving good
health, and one looked up to by all men as an example
of what an industrious, useful, honest life can do.

" John R. Hoyt, who was one of the sons of Russell

Hoyt, succeeded the old firm. He was a brother ot

Lucius P. and T. Granville Hoyt. He died in 1848.

This old firm of Hoyt Brothers eventually consoli-

dated with the Tweedy family. The firm of Hoyt,

Tweedy & Co. was the consolidation of the two.
" A. E. Tweedy died in February, 1864. His cousin,

Samuel Tweedy, died in 1868. It is told of Mr. A.

E. Tweedy that his funeral was the largest ever held

in Danbury. Niram Wildman, who was a partner of

John Fry, was grandfother of A. N. and John Wild-
man. He lived where the latter lives now.

" Frederick Nichols is brother-in-law of Giles ^M.

Hoyt. He now lives in New York.
" The White Brothers, mentioned in 1814, were Jud-

son and Russell White. Russell died in 183S, and
Judson a few years later. Russell White was the

father of Mr. William R. White.
" Edward S. Brockctt, who was in business in 1832

with Williara Montgomery, died in Norwalk in 1872.

He was for many years the trying-justice of Danbury,
and his reputation extended into the whole country.

" Isaac H. Seeley is mentioned in 1824. Mr. Seeley

died in January, 1880, a man full of honor and ripe

in years. White & Keeler were Col. E. Moss White,
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who was the father of the late CoL N. L. White. He
died in 1863. His partner was Timothy B. Keeler.

Mr. Keeler died somewhere between 1835 and 1840.

Joseph Taylor was a manufacturer in Wildcat, Bethel,

now known as Elmwood. He was succeeded in busi-

ness by his sons, Reuben and Stephen. Reuben Tay-

lor still carries on hatting in a small shop in Elmwood,

where he makes the now popular napped hat, which

is a revival of the old style when his father Avas in

business. Joseph Taylor died in 1874. The Taylor

& Dibble mentioned were Elias Taylor and Scott Dib-

ble. Their shop was where John Johnson's barn now

stands. They died many years ago, leaving no direct

descendants in Bethel.

"Mr. M. H. GrilBng was a prominent hatter in 1846.

His factory was in what is now known as Mountain-

ville, on a site just south of where Mi-s. Betsey Crofut

now lives. He continued in business for ten years,

and then sold out to Henry T. Robinson. Mr. Rob-

inson did not succeed, and soon abandoned the enter-

prise. Mr. Griffing learned his trade in 1843 with

Elijah Patch, on Great Plain. Mr. Patch's shop stood

near the present residence of Mrs. Fanny Wood.
" George A. Andrews was another hatter, who car-

ried on business in Great Plain a few years ago. He
lives now in Bethel.

" Wolfpits, in Bethel, was also for many years—1824

to 1850—^the scene of a flourishing hat-trade. Among
the manufacturers then we find Eli Morgan, Abel

Hoyt, Leazer Taylor & Son, Charles and Roderick

Dart, and Hugh Starr. In Elmwood we find David

Sherman and Beers Crofut.

"A summary of the amount of work done in 1859

by all the factories is as follows

:

Number of hands emiJioyoJ 1,294

Hats made (dozens) 123,870
Pay-roll $320,00U

" Now the statement is as follows

:

Number of hands employed 1,800

Hats made (dozens) 4()0,()U0

Pay-roll $1,000,000"

OTHER MANUFACTURES.

Some time before 1800, Ephraim Washburn and

brother built a mill for making paper on or near the

site of the old Sturdevant factory. This mill after-

wards passed into the hands of two brothers named
Ward, and they sold it to Daniel and Setli Comstock.

The latter was father of the late Philander Comstock.

They continued business there for some years, when
the mill was burned. The exact date of this destruc-

tion we cannot learn, but it was some sixty or more

years ago. Among the employees of Comstock was

"Uncle" Jerry Wilson, father-in-law of Capt. Ed-

wards, who died two or three years ago. Mr. Wilson

enlisted in 1812, and Seth Comstock, being a major,

was allowed a servant. He made Mr. Wilson his

servant and kept him in the shop, but he got a pen-

sion and bounty. After this shop was burned Deacon

Oliver Stone purchased the site and built a hat-shop,

which he sold to Elijah Sturdevant.

In 1852, Nelson Flint, Calvin S. Bulkley, and Amzi
Wheeler started a mill for air-dried straw-board in

Beaver Brook. The firm dissolved after a short time,

and Mr. Flint continued alone. In 1867, George

McArthur, with his three brothers, Robert, John,

and William, purchased the mill and continued the

manufacture of straw-board. The original building

was a small one, thirty by thirty feet, and was built

for a woolen-mill by Samuel Morris. He was not suc-

cessful, and gave up woolen for hatting and then

comb-making. In 1870, McArthur Brothers built an

addition to the first building and, gradually giving

up straw-board, made straw wrapping-paper. In

1872 a second addition was built, and in 1875 hard-

ware and wrapping-paper were made. Last year

more machinery was added, and manilla paper was

manufactured.

The first paper-mill, however, was one which stood

on the stream back of the homestead of the late E. S.

Hull. It was long before the present oldest inhabi-

tant can remember, but we learn from one gentleman

who remembers his parents telling of the mill that it

was run by a man named Washburn.

The manufacture of boots and shoes was another

industry which once occupied a i^rominent position

in Danbury. It was of recent birth. In 1869, C. H.

Merritt built and occuiDied as a boot- and shoe-factory

the brick building now standing at the north end of

Main Street. The same year he took into partnership

Lucius R. Sprague. In 1870, Mr. Sprague retired,

and Mr. Richard W. Cone went into the firm. This

firm remained in the business until the latter part of

March, 1880, when they closed up, sold their machin-

ery, and the factory will soon be occupied in hatting.

The firm in its busiest seasons employed nearly two

hundred hands.

As far as we can trace back we find an oil-mill on

the south side of what is now known as Crofut's Pond,

or Oil Mill Pond. In 1812, Friend Starr, father of

Mr. C. H. Starr, used to make linseed oil from the

flax raised in this section. It was quite a prosperous

business at one time. The mill was pulled down

many years ago,—so many, in fact, that none of our

old citizens remember it. Many of them have indis-

tinct recollections of this building in their early

youth, but the date of its destruction is lost.

On the north side of the dam stood a saw-mill

owned by Friend Starr and Benjamin and Fairchild

Ambler. The former was the father and the latter

the uncle of Rev. E. C. Ambler. Mr. Ambler remem-

bers going to the mill to carry his father's dinner, and

help about the work at times. He also relates an

anecdote of Mr. Starr which we think worth repub-

lishing. Mr. Starr was an Episcopalian, but for some

reasons he was temporarily ofl^ended with the church,

and used to go to hear Rev. Mr. Trumbull, the Baptist

pastor. One Sunday, after Mr. Starr had come in,

Mr. Trumbull arose and gave his text: "Friend,

friend, how camest thou hither not having a wedding-
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garment?" Mr. Starr at first thotiglit this rather per-

sonal and manifested his disapproliation i)liunly. I5ut,

the minister proceedint?, lie saw tliat the text was not

intended for him, and he became calm.

The manufacture of sewing-machines was another

industry for which Danbury was once well known. It

Avas a machine patented by Walker B. Bartram. The
first manufacturers were the Bartram & Fanton Sew-

ing-Machine Company. They started in tlie old shirt-

factory on Ives Street in 1865. The next year they

purchased the brick building on Canal Street now
occupied by P. Eobinson & Son, and moved there.

The company continued running with varied success

until 1872, when it was reorganized, and many of our

people, poor and rich alike, took stock therein. In

two years more (1874) the company failed, and the

stockholders mourned for the faded dreams of fortune.

In the summer of 1815 (the cold summer) Eli Seger

lived in the red house on the Mill Plain road, now-

owned by the Terry family, which stands on the

corner of the old road leading to the fair-ground en-

trance, across Fish-Weir bridge. The lower part of

this house Seger used for manufacturing nails, living

in the upper part. Seger was grandfather to Rev. E.

C. Ambler. Soon after this date he moved to Ohio,

where he died.

Comb-making was another industry which was
once extensively carried on here, and which is now
extinct. In 1810, Nathaniel Bishop started a comb-
factory on the site or just back of Peck & Wildman's
store. He kept a large number of hands at work for

twenty-five years.

Foote & Barnum began in 1814, in a shop that

stood near the corner of Main and Centre Streets.

Otis & Whiting had a shop just this side of St. James'

Church, West Street. Alfred Gregory, Peck & Gil-

lett, and several others had small shops scattered

about town. The comb business—the value of the

goods and the number of hands employed—exceeded

that of hatting from 1826 to 1831, and continued

about equal till about 1837.

In 1847, T. T. Peck occupied the woolen-mill on
West Street, near Beaver Street, and was burned out.

The shop was rebuilt and the business carried on till

1852, when it was removed to A. T. Peck's old shop,

where Beckerle & Co.'s factories now are.

Barnum & Green was another firm who carried on
business in 1812, on the corner where Hon. F. S.

Wildman's garden now stands.

Daniel Taylor, it is claimed, was the first man to

make combs in Danbury. His factory was in the

then Wildcat District, Bethel. In the same locality

there were at one time seven sliops in operation,

—

Azarael and Charles Smith, Daniel Taylor, E. Hull
Barnum, T. T. Dibble, S. B. Peck, and Amnion Tay-
lor ; in Bethel Village and Grassy Plain, Daniel Bar-

num, George Clapp, Amnion Benedict, and several

others. In 1820, and from then to 1837, there were
many small shops scattered along the road from

Beaver Brook to Newl(*wii, and from Newtown to

Danbury by the Bethel road. In 1852 the buwineBS

died out, mainly because tiie comb-makers in Mansa-

chusetts coml)iiicd their capital and skilled labor and

killed off tlie small iiianufacturer.s in other parts of

the country.

The present manufac^turing estaljlishments are as

follows

:

lI(i,t-Manv,f(jMuria(j OnupdnidH.—C. II. Merritt, E.

A. Mallory & Son, Tweedy Manufacturing Company,

D. E. Lowe & Co., S. C. Holly & Co., Kundle &
White, Nichols & Hine, G. M. Hoyt & Co., Crofut,

White & Peabody, Gardin & Co., Beckerle & Co., D,

W. Meeker, H. M. Senior.

Fur-Maniifaciuriruj Companies.—N. A. & A. M.
White, Lacy & Downs, P. Robinson & Co.

Paper-Box Muimfacfuring Companie-i.—E. S. Davis,

Theodore Clark, Abijah Abbott.

Planing-Mills and Lumber.—D. Stevens & Co., Fos-

ter Brothers.

Hut-Box ManufaduruKj Companies.—Danburj' and

Bethel Manufacturing Co., Daniel Starr.

Shirt-Manufacfurinfi Company.—Reed, Stevens & Co.

Machine-Shops.—Danbury Iron-Works, Turner Ste-

vens & Son, Fanton Brothers, R. A. Belden & Co.

Hot-Air Furnaces.—E. S. Morris & Co.

THE EXECUTION OF ANTHONY.

" There have been two executions in Danbury.

Both of these occurred within a period of twenty

years, and both were of negroes convicted of rape.

The first was a man named Anthony, a free negro,

living in Greenwich. He perhaps had no other name,

as ' Anthony' is alone used in the indictment aud the

warrant for execution. His crime was committed on

the 7th of March, 1798, and he was hung in Novem-
ber following.

" The following is the copy of the indictment from

the grand jury, for copy of which and of the warrant

that follows we are indebted to Mr. A. B. Hull

:

" The Grand Jurors for the body of said County of Fairfield, on their

oathe present and say that at Greenwicli, in said County, on tlie night

next succeeding the 7tli day of March. A.n., ITHS, Anthony a Free negro,

then residing in said Greenwich witli force and arms wilfully wicked

and fcloinously did make an assault in and npon the Inidy of Slary

Knapp of said Greenwich, a maid under the age of nineteen years, then

and there in the Peace of God and of this State, . . . being against the

Peace and contray to the form, force and effect of the laws of this State,

entitled " An Act for the Punishment of Rape." On this indictment the

said Anthony was arranged before the Bar of this Court, and on such his

arraingement was put to plcail. Pleaded not giiilty and for trial put

himself on God and the Country. The issue with the evidence w as com-

mitted to the Jury, duly impaneled and calleil upon to pass between the

State of Connecticut and the said Anthony the Prisoner at the Bivr, which

Jurors on their oath do say that said Anthony, the prisoner at the bar, is

guilty of the crime charged against him in the said indictment where-

upon it is considered by the court aud this court do join sentence nnd

against the said Anthony, the Prisoner at the Bar, that he go from hence

to the Goal from whence he came ami from thence to some open and con-

venient place for execution then to be hanged between the Heavens and

the earth until he shall be dead.'

" This was at Danbury, Aug. 10, 1798. Anthony
remained in the jail here until November Sth, when
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he was called forth for execution. The following is

the warrant for the sheriff

:

"
' To the Sheriff of tlie county of Fairfield in tlie State of Connecticut,

Greeting

:

"
' Whereas one Anthony a free Negro Man residing in Greenwich in

said county Before the Supreme Court holden at Danbury witliin the

said County of Fairfield on tlie second tuesday of August 1798 was

legally convicted of the crime of a Eape Committed on the Body of Mary
Knapp of Greenwich aforesaid a maid under the age of nineteen years.

And thereupon he the said Anthony was by the consideration of said

Supreme Court adjudged and sentenced to be Hanged by his neck be-

tween the Heaven and the Earth on the Eighth Day of November next

between the hours of Ten o'clock in the forenoon and three o'clock in

the afternoon of said Day until he should be Dead. All of which by the

records of said Supreme Court appears. And E.\ecution thereof remains

to be done. These are therefore in the name and by the Authority of

the State of Connecticut to Will & Command you that on the Eight day

of November next ensuing some time between the hours of Ten o'clock

in the forenoon & Three o'clock in the afternoon of said Day you have

him the said Anthony forth of the Common Goal in said Fairfield County

where he now remains in Custody unto some open & convenient place

for execution and him said Anthony then & there Cause to be Hanged

up by his neck between the Heavens and the Earth until he shall be

Dead. For which purpose this shall be your Legal & suificient warrant

hereof you may in no wise fail & make due return with such your doings

thereon Endorsed.
"

' Dated at Windham the 18th day of September, a.d. 1798 & in the

23d year of the ludepencedence of the United States of America.'

" There is no record of the return from the sheriff

called for in the closing paragraph, and there are

those who dispute that Anthony was hung here at

the time.

" But the execution took place in Danbury on that

day. We have the evidence of an eye-witness, and

the sermon preached on the occasion.

" At ten o'clock of that morning, November 8th,

Anthony was removed from the jail and taken to the

Congregational church, late the concert-hall building.

The church was crowded to overflowing with specta-

tors, as, despite the tragic character of the event, the

town assumed a holiday appearance. Anthony was

placed at the front, under the pulpit, during the

preaching of the sermon. Rev. Timothy Langdon
was the pastor, and delivered the discourse.

" Upon the close of this he personally addressed

the prisoner. He said,

—

"'Anthony, it is by your request that I speak on

this occasion, and this is the last address which I shall

ever make to you. From the sentence pronounced

upon you by the court, and from the preparations

with which you are surrounded, you must see that

you have but a very, verij short time to live. Your
situation is truly deplorable. Whatever your crimes

may have been against God and human society, yet,

seeing your present condition, I pity you as a man, I

pray for you as a Christian, and am now to address

you as a minister of the gospel. I must therefore be

faithful, and use great plainness of speech.'

"Then followed a description of the enormity of

his sin, committed in the light of knowledge, and
after that an earnest exhortation to the sinner to re-

pent, to look to Christ, to die ' in a Christian temper.'

We judge from these words that Anthony was in an

impenitent frame of mind, and that he was doggedly

meeting his wretched fate.

" On the close of the sermon the civil authorities

carried the prisoner to the place set apart for his ex-

ecution. This was at the head of Elm Street, near

the pond. The gallows was erected on land belong-

ing to Samuel Dibble, and from the fact of this ex-

ecution the place took the name of ' Gallows Hill.'

There was a great crowd present, of course, as it was
a public execution, and the first ever had here.

People from quite a distance were in attendance, and
nearly all the town-folks were present. Sheriff Di-

mon, of Fairfield, was the county sheriff and he offi-

ciated.

" The gallows consisted of two uprights set in the

earth, some seven inches square, hewn from our native

forests, with a cross-timber on the top, and a platform

hinged to one of the uprights at a height to make
about six feet fall. Suitable steps were provided to

pass on to the platform from the ground. Ropes at-

tached to the platform passed over the cross-piece and
were secured at the foot of one of the posts. Benjamin

Griff'en, the father of the late E. G. Gi'iffen, seemed to

have charge of this department.
" The prisoner was asked if he wished to say any-

thing, and shook his head. The usual order from the

Governor of the State (required in every case where

life is taken), called the death-warrant, was then

read. An approjpriate prayer was offered by a clergy-

man of the Methodist Church from the vicinity where

the crime was committed, he having been Adams'
spiritual adviser. He was a good out-door speaker,

and was plainly heard, it was said, on the post-office

steps on Main Street, near De Klyn's bakery.

" Every condition and requirement of the law

having been complied with, the prisoner Avas assisted

up the steps and on to the platform by the deputies.

His eyes were covered with his cap, and the rope,

previously prepared for the prisoner and worn through

the day on his neck, was connected with another sus-

pended from the cross-piece.

"The next was a thrilling scene. The hangman
had placed a prop under the platform to steady it. It

appeared to be a fence rail, or about that size, and his

duty now was to remove it. He found some difficulty

in doing so, and when he did the victim shuddered

and gave a shrug which was felt and involuntarily

repeated by a large part of the spectators, even on the

other side of the river, on the west. At this instant

the voice of the sheriff was heard, ' Deputies, do your

duty !' whereupon their swords were seen waving over

their heads, the ropes were severed, the drop fell, and

the victim, suspended in mid-air, died without any

apparent struggle.

"Soon the hangman climbed the upright, and, sit-

ting on t\\e plate, so adjusted the ropes that the body

was gently lowered into his coffin and buried on the

ground near by, a grave being previously prepared.

It was only about eighteen inches deep. The next
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morning it was found to have been opened, and the

body was gone, leaving the box in tlio ground. A
fresh wagon-track on the road wan traced out tlirough

White Street towards New Haven. It was said our

authorities were privy to this arrangement."

TRIAL AND EXECUTION OF AMOS ADAMS.*"

An execution of another negro for the same crime

as that for which Anthony was executed, took place

in Danbury on the 13th day of November, 1817. These

two are the only judicial executions that have ever

taken place within the limits of Fairfield County,

with the exception of that of Hoyt, hanged in Bridge-

port in the summer of 1880. There have been three

military executions in the county,—two at Eedding

and one at Newtown.

At a court holden at Danbury within and for the

county of Fairfield, on the third Tuesday of Septem-

ber, 1817, before Chief Justice Hon. Zepheniah Swift,

and Associate Justices Hon. Calvin Goddard and

Hon. James Gould, came on trial Amos Adams, a

black man, charged with having committed a rape on

the body of Lelea Thorp, of Weston, in said county.

On Wednesday, the second day of the term, the

grand jury, consisting of the following persons, was

summoned by the sheriif pursuant to an order of

court, and the oath administered in the usual form :

Thomas Tucker, Foreman, Eliakim Benedict, Ru>ssel

White, Elijah Gregory, Samuel H. Phillips, Samuel

Tweedy, Jr., Moss White, Ezra Wildman, Elias Starr,

Darius Starr, Elijah Sanford, David Foote, Comfort

Hoyt, Andrew Beers, John Rider, Abel B. Blackman,

Horace Bull, Amos Hoyt. His Honor the Chief

Justice then charged the jury in a somewhat lengthy

address, in which he portrayed in foi'cible language

"the dreadful effects of this detestable crime," and

closed with the usual instructions to the grand jury

as to the manner in which their proceedings were to

be conducted. The grand jury retired, and after a

short absence brought into court a bill of indictment.

On Thursday, the 18th day of September, the pris-

oner was arraigned, and to this indictment plead " Not
guilty." He was then informed by the court that if

he desired counsel he could have any gentleman of

the bar assigned for that purpose. He answered that

he wished to have Moses Hatch, Esq. Mr. Hatch
then observed to the court that the prisoner was ready

for his trial, and requested that Asa Chapman, Esq.,

be associated with him. The court immediately as-

signed him. The attorney for the State requested

that R. M. Sherman, Esq., might be appointed to as-

sist him on the part of the State, which was accord-

ingly done.

Two of the panel were challenged by the prisoner,

when the following jurors were sworn : Seth Sher-

wood, Foreman, Billy Comstock, Samuel Stebbins,

Clark Gregory, Abel Smith, Noah T. Ferry, Ebenezer

* Contiibiite-l by A. B. Hull.

Nearing, David Osborne, Thaddeu.s Abbott, Sher-

wood Fanton, Isaac Wilson, Robert Piatt.

Samuel 15. Sherwood, Esq., attorney for the Statci,

then proceeded to the examination of the witnesses in

behalf of the State.

The trial was short. There being but little defense

for his counsel to offer, they confined themselves to

asking a few questions of the witnesses, and the ca«e

was submitted to the jury without argument. The

jury retired, and after a few minutes brought in a

verdict of " Guilty."

On Thursday, the 25th of September, the prisoner

was brought into court and sentenced to be hanged on

the 13th day of November.

On the day appointed' for his execution he was

brought from the jail, guarded by the militarj-, and

taken to the Congregational church (afterwards Con-

cert Hall), where a sermon was preached for the

occasion, by Rev. Mr. Andrews, from the text, " One

sinner destroyeth much good." After the services at

the church were concluded he was again placed in

charge of the military and conducted to the gallows,

which had been erected at the junction of what are

now called Pvlm and Beaver Streets, on the slight ele-

vation of ground on the west side of the last-named

street.

After the requirements of the law had been fulfilled

the body was buried in a shallow grave at the foot of

the gallows. The morning after the execution it was

noticed that the grave had been disturbed, and inves-

tigation showed that the body had been dragged out

of the coffin and taken away. But little effort was

made to discover the resurrectionists, and the excite-

ment soon abated. It is said that the skeleton is now

in the medical college at New Haven. A few years

since, as workmen were digging for the cellars of

tenement-houses on this ground, small portions of the

coffin were found.

In this connection it may be proper to state that,

several years after, another negro was arrested, tried,

convicted, and sentenced to be hanged for the same

offense in Danbury, but by an act of the Legislature

changing the law he escaped execution.

CHAPTER XXIV.

DANBURY (Continued).

CIVIL AND MILITARY.

Keprescntatives from 1G9T to ISSO—Pniibury in the EoV-oUion—Tlie Sol-

diei-s' JIuiiumeiit—Jlilitiiiy Reconi

REPR^ESENTATIVES FROM 1697 TO ISSO.

1G07-1T01, Thomas Taylor; 1T02, Ensign Tliomns Taylor, Sergt. Josiali

Starre ; 170;!, Josiali Starr, John Cornell ; ITtU-C, Sergt. .losiali Starr;

1706-7, Ensign Thomas Taylor, Josiah Starr; 170;!, Josiali Surr,

James Becbee; 170), James Becbeo, Wakefield Tibbie; 1710. .Tames

Beebee, Josiah Starr; 1711, Francis Barnnm, Josiah Starr, Capt.

James Becbee
;
1712, Josiah Starr, .Vbruham Wileman, James Bene-
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dick
; 1713, Capt. Jiimes Beebee, Lieut. Josiah Starr, Frauds Baru-

ham
;
1714-15, Capt. .Tosiali Starr, Fraucis Barnham, Capt. .James

Beebe
;
171fi, John Gregory, Samuel Knap, Francis Barnum, Kichard

Barnum
; 1717, Francis Barnum, Abraliam Wildman, Jolm Gregory,

Eicliard Barnum ; 1718, James Beebe, Jolin Gregory
;
1719, John

Gregory, Isi'ael Cuitice, James Beebe
;
1720, John Gregory, Israel

Curtice, Abram Wildman
;
1721-22, Samuel Knapp, Richard Bar-

|

num, John Gregory
;
1723, John Gregory, Abram Wildman

;
1724,

John Gregory, Abram Wildman, James Benedict; 172."), John Greg-

ory, Capt. James Beebe; 1726, John Gregory, Capt. James Beebe,

Joseph Gregory ; 1727, Capt. James Beebe, John Gregory
; 1728,

Capt. James Beebe, Eben Z. Hickox, John Gregory
;
1729-30, Thomas

Benedict, Capt. James Beebe, John Gregory
;
1731, John Gregory,

Capt. James Beebee, John Starr, Thomas Benedict
; 1732, John Greg-

oiy, Capt. James Beebee
;
1733, John Gregory, John Starr, Thomas

Benedict; 1734, James Beebe, John Starr, Jolin Gregorj-, Thomas
Benedict

;
1735, John Gregory, John Starr, James Bebee

;
173G,

James Beebe, Thomas Benedict
; 1737, John Gregory, Tliomas Bene-

dict, James Beebe ; 1738, John Benedict, Thomas Benedict, John

Gregory, James Beebe
; 1739, Capt. James Beebe, Thomas Benedict,

John Benedict; 1740, Capt. James Beebe, Thomas Benedict; 1741,

Capt. James Beebe, Thomas Benedict, Nathaniel Stephens
;
1742^3,

Capt. James Beebe, Thomas Benedict
;
1744, Thomas Benedict, Capt.

Ebenezer Hickox, Capt. James Beebe, Capt. Thomas Stephens; 1745,

Capt. James Beebe, Thomas Benedict
;
174U, Tliomas Benedict, Capt.

Josiah Starr, Capt. James Beebe
; 1747, Capt. John Benedict, Daniel

Benedict
; 1748, Capt. James Beebee, Thomas Benedict

; 1749, Capt.

James Beebee, Capt. John Benedict, Joseph Peck
; 1750, Thomas

Benedict, Capt. John Benedict, Benjamin Sperry
;

1751, Thonuis

Benedict, Comfort Starr, Daniel Benedict, Samuel Gregory
;
1752,

Samuel Gregory, Comfort Starr, Thomas Benedict, Capt. Josiah

Starr
; 1753, Capt. Daniel Benedict, Comfort Starr, Thomas Benedict; I

1754, Thomas Benedict, Ebenezer Hickox, Capt. Daniel Benedict;

1755, Capt. John Benedict, Capt. Daniel Taylor, Capt. Daniel Bene-
i

diet
;
1756, Thomas Benedict, Comfort Starr

; 1757, John Starr, Com- '

fort Stair; 1758, Comfort Starr, Thomas Benedict; 1759, Comfort !

Starr, Capt. Lemuel Bebee
; 1760, Comfort Starr, Daniel Benedict

;

j

1761-62, Comfort Starr, Thomas Benedict; 1763, Capt. Daniel Bene-
,

diet, Joseph Piatt Cook, Samuel Dickinson, Samuel Taylor; 1704-

G5, Samuel Dickinson, Capt. John Benedict, Daniel Taylor, Jr.

;

1766, Capt. Daniel Taylor, Samuel Dickman, Tliomas Benedict

;

1767, Joseph Piatt Cook, Capt. Daniel Taylor
; 1763, Capt. Daniel Tay-

lor, Joseph Piatt Cook; 1769, Capt. Daniel Taylor, Capt. Daniel Bene-

dict, Joseph Piatt Cook
; 1770, Joseph Piatt Cook, Capt. Daniel Tay-

lor, Daniel Starr; 1771, Joseph Piatt Cook, Daniel Starr; 1773, Capt.

Daniel Starr, Capt. Thomas Stephens, Col. Joseph Piatt Cook, Capt.

Daniel Taylor; 1774, Col. Joseph Piatt Cook, Capt. Daniel Taylor;

1775, Col. Joseph Piatt Cook, Thomas Taylor, Jr., Capt. Daniel Starr ; ,

1776, Col. Joseph Piatt Cook, Capt. Daniel Taylor ; 1777, Kichard Shute,

Capt. Eli Jlygatt, Maj.. Eli Mygatt
; 1778, Col. Joseph Piatt Cook, Capt.

Daniel Taylor; 1779, Col. Joseph Piatt Cook, Capt. Daniel Taylor,

Capt. Noble Benedict, Capt. James Clarke
;
17g0, Col. Joseph Piatt

Cook, Capt. Daniel Taylor, Col. Ely Mygatt; 1781, Col. Joseph Piatt

Cook : 1782, Col. Joseph Plait Cook, Col. Ely Mygatt
; 1783, Col. Joseph

Piatt Cook, Capt. Daniel Taylor, Dr. Sallu Pell; 1784, Col. Joseph

Piatt Cook, Maj. Ezra Starr, Col. Ely Mygatt; 1785, Col. Ely Mygatt,

Maj. Benjamin Hicock, Capt. Daniel Taylor; 1780, Capt. Daniel Tay-

lor, Joseph M. White, Col. Ely Mygatt, Maj. Benjamin Hickox;

1787, Capt. Daniel Taylor, Capt. James Clarke, Col. Eli Mygatt;

1788, Col. Eli Mygatt, Joseph M. White
;
1789, Col. Eli Mygatt, Capt.

James Clarke; 1790, Col. Ely Slygatt, Zadock Benedict, James

Clark; 1791, Ely Mygatt, James Clark; 1792, Eli Mygatt, Elisha

Whittelsey; 1793, Elisha Wliittclsey, Justus Barnum, Ely My-
gatt

;
1794, Elisha Whittlesey, Eli Mygatt, Joseph M. White, Ben-

jamin Hicock; 1795, Elisha Whittlesey, Eli Mygatt, Timothy Taylor,

Isaac Joes; 1790, Eli Mygatt, Isaac Joes, Thomas P. White; 1797,

Thomas P. White, Daniel M. Carrington, Elisha Whittelsey, Ben-

jamin Hickock
;
1798, Justus Barnum, Benjamin Hickock, Elisha

Whittlesey, Thonuis P. White
;
1799, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas P.

White; 1800, James Clark, Thomas P. White, Elisha Whittlesey,

Comfort S. .Mygatt; 1801, Elisha Whittlesey, Epaphras W. Ball,

Timothy Taylor, Eli Mygatt; 1802, Elisha Whittlesey, Comfort S.

Mygatt; 1803, Thomas P. White, Daniel B. Cook, James Clark
;
1804,

Samuel V/. Phillips, Epaphras W. Bull, Daniel N. Carrington, James

Clark
; 1805, Epaphras W. Bull, Noah Hoyt, Thomas P. White, Na-

than Seeley
; 1806, Epaphras W. Bull, Benjamin W. Heacock, Eliakim

Benedict, Amos Cook; 1807, iiliakim Benedict, Morse White, Ely

Mygatt; 1808, Ebenezer Nichols, Epaphras W. Bull, Eliakim Bene-

dict, JIoss White; 1809, Joseph P. Cook, Friend Starr, Eliakim

Benedict, Jonas Benedict; 1810, Friend Starr, Daniel P. Carrington,

Daniel B. Cook, Nathan Cornwall; 1811, Daniel B. Cook, Nathan

Cornwall, Ephraim M. White, Benjamin Hoyt; 1812, Friend Starr,

Elias Starr, Alanson Hamlin
;
1813, Samuel Wildman, Blijali San-

ford, Samuel H. Phillips, I'hineas Taylor; 1814, Friend Starr, Daniel

Comstock, Jr., Russell White, Daniel Hoyt; 1815, Elijah Gregory,

Friend Starr, Eleazer Benedict, Jr., Eli Taylor; 1816, Elijah Gregory,

Eliakim Peck, Peter Ambler, John S. Blacknian
;
1817, Friend Starr,

Elijah Gregory, Pliineas Taylor, Nathan Seelye; 1818, Samuel

Tweedy, Jr., Zaimon Wildman, Eden Andrews, Mathew Wilkes;

1819, Friend Starr, Zaimon Wildman
; 1820, Eden Andrews, Samuel

Tweedy, Jr.; 1821, Elijah Gregory, Eden Andrews; 1822, Elijah

Gregory, Reuben Booth
; 1823, Sturges Selleck, James Knapp

;
1824,

Eli Taylor, Samuel Tweedy; 1825, Zadock Stevens, Samuel Taylor;

1826, Elijah Gregory, Oliver Shepard
; 1827, Russell Hoyt, Isaac H.

Seelye; 1828, Natlianiel Bishop, George Clapp; 1829, William R.

Comstock, Starr Ferry; 1830, Rory Starr, Abel Hoyt; 1831, Rory

Starr, Ira Benedict; 1832, Peter Barnum, Rory Starr; 1833, Eli T.

Hoyt, Russell Lacey ; 1834, Eli T. Hoyt, Starr Ferry
; 1835, Ephraim

M. White, Abram Stow
; 1836, Ejihraim W. White, Hiram Benjamin

;

1837, Peter Barnum, David D. Wildman
; 1838, David D. Wildman,

Isaac H. Seelye ; 1839, Ephraim M. White, Charles S. Smith
;
1840,

Starr Nichols, Levi Beebe ; 1841, On in Knapp, Henry 0. Judd
;
1842,

William Peck, Nathan Seeley, Jr. ; 1843, Sherman Ferry
; 1844, Hi-

ram L. Sturdevant, William C. Shepard; 1845, Edgar S. Tweedy,

Starr Hoyt ; 1846, Lewis S. Hoyt, Charles W. Couch
; 1847, Richard

Osborn,',William A. Judd ; 1848, Benjamin Stone, Horace E. Hickock

;

1849, Cyrus S. Andrews, Eli T. Hoyt; 1850, N. H. Wildman, Joseph

Taylor
;
1851, George Ferry, Henry 0. Judd

; 1852, Ezra M. Starr,

Charles S. Smith; 1853, George Hull, Pierre A. Sutton ; 1854, Fred-

erick S. Wildman, John D. Hart
;
1855, Nathan Seeley, Orrin Knapp

;

1856, S. Tweedy, F. S. Wildman ; 1857, Giles M. Hoyt, William B.

Hoyt; 1858, George Starr, D. F. Comstock; 1859, Judah P.Crosby,

John Armstrong; 1800, David P. Nichols, Thaddeus Bronson
; 1861,

George Starr, James S. Taylor; 1862, Abijah E. Tweedy, Aaron

Pearse; 1863, Alfred N. Gilbert, David B. Booth; 1864, David B.

Booth, Orrin Benedict
;
1865, David P. Nichols, William H. Tweedy

;

1866, Samuel Mallory, J. S. Taylor; 1867, George H. Davis, S. Mal-

lory; 1868, Edward K. Carley, Roger Averill
;

1869, Walker B.

Bartram, John Tweedy ; 1870, Henry N. Fanton, Lyman D. Brew-

ster; 1871, Henry N. Fanton, Edwin R. Humniiston; 1872, David B.

Boot, Henry L. Read; 1873, Isaac Smith, Charles H. Reed; 1874,

Henry Perry, Thaddeus Rooiiey
;
1S75, Levi K. Wildman, Natlian

B. Dibble
;
1876, Norman Hodge, Cliarles H. Crosby

; 1877, Charles

H. Crosby, Nathan B. Dibble; 1878, Lyman D. Brewster, Edward

Davis; 1879, Lyman D. Brewster, Cliarles H. Hoyt; 1880, Benjamin

F. Bailey, David P. Nichols.

DANBURY IN THE REBELLION.

The following excellent history of Danbury in the

war of the Rebellion is an address which was deliv-

ered by J. M. Bailey, of the Danbury News, at the un-

veiling of the Soldiers' Monument, May 27, 1880

:

" Danbury was very quiet through the winter that preceded the war.

There was a talk of war, to be sure, but four-fifths of those who talked it

did not believe in its possibility. It was simply New England eloquence

arriving at a burst in the pipe. There was an impression, I remember;

that every State would secede excepting those which formed New Eng-

land, and this would naturally bring the war prospect down to a very

narrow compass; and then, again, there were those here who were sure

Connecticut alone would remain in the Union, while every other State

would go out. This made many of us confident there was to be no war

at all, and left us untrammeled in determining the number of the enemy

we could slay in battle.

" These mattei-s were thoroughly and ably discussed when the weather

was sufficiently mild to permit with safety the occupation of the depot

and Concert Hall steps.

" It was a gloomy winter, however,—gloomy because business was in-

terrupted by the uncertainty of the immediate future. The summer and

fall preceding had been seasons of prosperity. Our staple industry, hat-

ting, was at full tide. Every shop was crowded with orders. Largo

prices were paid for help, and large profits were made. I came to Dan-
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bury that year, and I remombor the BurpriHO I felt in seeing so many
people indulging in watermelons iind sweet potatoes. It seemed as if a

millennium had set in, to whieli there never was to come an adjourn-

ment. Strangers were moving into town, and in every part of the village

buildings were going up at a lively late.

"After the November elOL-tion all this changed. Progress came to a

stand-still as abruptly as if it had been mounted with an air-liraUe. Hat-

ting went under, and dragged with it, as is its custom, every other Ijranch

of industry. Men had little to do but to stand around and talk. And
the result was as sure as taxes. Dyspepsia set in, and gloom followeil.

Banbury's liver was full of gall, and Danbury's blood crawled sluggishly

through its yeins. Sumter was tlio blue pill for the occasion, and most

thoroughly did it do its work.

"It was three o'clock on the afternoon of Saturday, April 13,1801,

when Danbury received the news of the fall of Sumter and the first vic-

tory for the secessionists. All that day anxious men infested the tele-

graph-office in search of the intelligence they dreaded to meet. When it

came there was a shock. It was as if the batteries that played against

the doomed fortress had been galvanic, with their wires running through

our hearts' very centre.

"The next forty-eight hours were full of compressed life. Tliey were

mental yeast-cakes. No excitement equaled it since that April day

nearly a century dead when the face of a foreign foe wiis turned our way

and the tramp of an enemy's feet pressed our borders.

"Now we knew there was to be a war. Even the most f-anguine of a

bloodless ending to the trouble gave up the hope of peace, but not tlje de-

termination to win it. In that first flush of indignant shame paity lines

went under, and only the fact of the outrage and the desire to avenge it

appeared above the sea of patiiotic passion that swept over Danbury.

"You all know how thronged Main Street is on a Saturday evening'

We have a sort of national reputation in this particular. But, as com-

pared with that Saturday night nineteen years ago, the one of the present

is as barren of life as a law library.

" There was but little sleep in Danbury tliat Saturday night ; there was

none whatever the next day, although there were eight churches here.

St. Peter gave way to saltpetre in the theology of the hour.

" Danbury showed its colora promptly on the reception of the news

from Sumter. The first Hag appeared from the residence of Hon. Ebger

Averill, and others immediately followed,—in such numbers, too, that

the village looked like an army with banners. An interesting incident

occurred with the unfurling of Governor Averill's flag. Many present

distinctly remember the venerable Col. Moss White. Several years before

the war ho was stricken with paralysis, and never recovered from the

shock. He moved about with great dilticulty, and lost all control of

verbal expression except two words, in the form of an in,junction, wliich

were, *Come all!' On seeing the flag he smote his breast with both

hands and cried aloud again and again, 'Come all ! Come all !' And the

record shows that the able-bodied men of his native town almost liter-

ally responded to the cry.

"On the Monday following the eventful Saturday, President Lincoln

issued a call for seventy-five thousand troops to march to the defense of

the government. On Wednesday, Governor Buckingham's call for Con-

necticut's quota of this number was received in Danbury, and on Fiiday

—only forty-eight hours later—our dear old mother had a company of

her sons, nearly all armed and equipped, on their way to the State ren-

dezvous, ready for action. These were the Wooster Guards, the first com-

pany to leave Danbury, and the first in the State to leport for duty. Is

not this something to be proud of? Glorious as is the name the dead

Wooster left us, it received new brightness from the lustre of this act.

"The day the Wooster Guards departed for New Haven was an event-

ful one in the history of our town. It might have been called both Good

and Black Friday,—Good because of the devotion to principle thus mani-

fested, Black because of the gloom in the hearts of those whoso trying

mission was to stay at home and irait.

" It was only for three months that this devoted company were to bo

gone, but the eye of affection saw every bitter possibility crowded within

that brief space, and hearts stood still at the sight.

" You may rest assured that a hearty godspeed accompanied Danbury's

first offering upon the nation's altar. People were suffering under a

mighty tension of excitement, and any escape that presented itself was

promptly used. And so when this first company went away there was a

parade, and the touching off of powder, and the waving of hats, and a

shouting and yelling as if every man had a telephone of his own and
wanted a doctor.

"The town's military hall was then on the top floor of D. P. Nichols'

building, corner of Main and White Streets. There the Guards assem-

bled and received recruits, and prepared for the advance. But it was in

17

Concert Hall, on the spot where to-<]ay wan unveiled the monui/ient, that

the brave band were consecrated to the holy cau«e of national life, and

the God of battles was invoked U) watch over them. It wan a tiiumjjh-

ant march to the hall, and a triumphant marcli from thereto the railway-

Btaticui, anil all along the route the way was hedged in with Bymj<athctic

and effervescent humanity. At the station itJielf the currentB became uu

ocean into which the Guards were al^orhed as completely a» if they had

gone down into a real ocean. Kvery man in that comjiany was a hero

in Ihe eyes of the multitude, and every manifestation of approval wa»

sboweied upon them. It was a wonder Uj ub how the train ever got

away from the station with its precious freight without cruBhing so^rm

of humans in its moving. But it did move away free from all ol/»tatle.

and the Guards wont out from among us with hearts so full of purp<jbe

that grief found no entrance therein.

"Cajit. E. E. Wildman was in commanil; Jesse I). Stevens was first

lieutenant; John W. Buswing was second lieutenant. These three men
are still with us. I am going to read to you the niUHter-rolI of that b;ind

who took their lives in their haniln to go out upon an untried enterjjri-e.

1 would like to repeat from this jilatfoim the name of every volunteer

from our town, but time will not iiermit it. The chief interest centres

about this comjiany because it wjis fhe Jimf. This is the list:

"Sergeants, Andrew Knox, Milo Dickens, William Moegling, Samuel

M. Petit.

" Corporals, George B. Allen, E. S. Davis, Alexander Kallman, Nathan

Couch.
" Musicians, Edward H. Dann, Grandison D. Foote.

" Privates, John Allen, Harris Anderson, C. H. Anderson, John Bo-

gardus, Charles A. Boerum, James Blizzard, William H. Blizzard, Thomas

T. Bussing, James Bradley, Theodore B. Benedict, A. II. Byington, George

W. Banker, Charles A. Benger, Niram lilackman, Thomas D. Brown,

Henry E. Buckingham, William K. Cowan, Lemuel B. Clark, William

R. Doane, Josiah L. Day, Ed. H.Day, Joseph L. Dunning, Ezekiel Eaton,

C. Fieldstono, Denis Geliven, Chiistopher Grimm. Charles A. Gordon, H.

W. Gibbs, Carl W. Hillbrandt, William 0. Hoyt, W. P. Hoyt, David B.

Hoyt, Alfred H. Iloddinott, Thomas Hooton, Otto Hagenient, James

Howath, Jesse L. Jfvmes, Earnest T. Jennings, Isaac N. Jennings, George

D. Keeler, Morris A. Krazynsky, William J. Murphy, Emil C. Margraff,

James Martin, Andrew B. Nichols, Horace Purdy, Francis W. Piatt,

Joseph W. Ka.^'nlond, James Reed, James B. Ross, Timothy Rose, George

L. Smith, Alson J. Smith, Benjamin F. Skinner, David Sloane, Grandison

Scott, Louis Shack, Eli D. Seeley. Augustus Staples, George Sears, James

II. Taylor, Joseph Tammany, Darius A. Veats, Edgar L. Wildman, How-
ard W. Wheeler, John Waters.

" The papers of New Haven spoke highlj- of the appearance of the

company, and lauded the promptness with which it responded to the

nation's cry for help. It is a great deal to be the firet in an enterprise

fraught with danger, because the danger itself is untried and all the

more formidable. It was a brave thing for the families of these men to

give up their own, but both those who went and those who sent them

had no lack of the spirit which constitutes heroism.

" There are two incidents recorded in the New Haven Journal of that

time which vividly show how blight and clear burned tlu! fire of patiiot-

isni on the altar set up in Danbury. I quote from the Journal:

'• 'The men are in the best of spiiits, and are determined to viudicate

the untarnished honor of old Connecti^'Ut. One of them received a

letter from his wife, Saturday evening, saying, "I do wish, Robert, you

could return ; but if it is not consistent with honor and duty, go ! Good-

by, and remember always to be faithful to our country, and to fight man-

fully for our glorious Hag." Said the brave fellow, trying hard to repress

a tear as ho perused the precious missive, "Who couldn't fight when
sitch a wife commanded it?" Another member of the company w.is met

by his filther on the green, who said, as he handed him a wallet contain-

ing some thirty dollars in gold, " My son, take yo\ir father's blessing

and this slim purse. It is all I can give you. Do your duty. It is hard

for your aged mother and me to pal t with you, but Goil bless you, go!

If you fall, give your dying blessing to your comiades. Giiod-by.'"

" These are specimens of the men who went in tliat first comjiany from

Danbury, and of those who gave them up. Of the mateiial that com-

posed this band the larger part reapjieared to creilit in subsequent orgiin-

izations. Some of them reached distinction as olflceis. Many of t'lem

are with us to-day. Many have passed through the Valley of the Shadow.

Ono who marched in the ranks on the departure from Danbury does not

appear in this list. lie was objected to on account of age, and although

lie tried in various ways to be mustered in was not successful. This was

Nelson L. White, afterwards lieutenant-colonel of the Firet Couuec'.icut

Heavy Artillery, and now gone to his eternal rest.

" Another prominent name is tliat of William Moegling, who entered
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the Eleventh Regiment as captain of one of the companies, became the

lieutenant-colonel, was twice wounded, came home disabled, and died

here on the 2Gth of October, 1804.

" The encampment of the First Regiment, to which this company was

assigned, was, while in the State, a rather pleasant affair, something in

the line of a picnic. This was the experience of all the regiments. The

food was good, every man had a plate, knife, and fork, the tents were

clean, beds were furnished to sleep upon, passes were frequent, the uni-

forms were new, and there were plenty of admirers. After leaving the

State and getting into the field another and an entirely different order

of things developed, and the progress to it was somewhat like falling

down stairs. There was but very little apple-sauce in the field, and

scarcely any cologne, while the man who had a knife and fork was

looked upon with considerable suspicion. Straw ticks gave way to bare

ground, and shoe blacking to stone bruises, and if a man had a whole

crown to his hat he flattered himself that he was doing very handsomely

by the government. When the news reached the Seventeenth Connecti-

cut, reclining in the frozen mud of Chantilly, Va,, of the complaint of a

newly-organized regiment at home that only one bundle of straw was

given to each man, very heavy gloom settled upon Chantilly, and may

be there yet. All the misery of war is not confined to the battle-field,

although that appears to be the generally received impression outside

the army,
" The First Connecticut left New Haven for Washington on the 9th of

May. Gen. Scott's comment upon it was brief but to the point. He

said, ' Thank God, there is one regiment on hand ready for service I'

"Early in the morning of July 21st the regiment went to the front,

and Danbury received its baptism of fire in the war of the Union. All

that day the regiment was marched and countermarched in the multi-

tude of changes in position, and much of the time it was subject to a

severe fire from the enemy, but came out of that dreadful disaster with

scarcely a mark. The only loss the Danbury company sustained was

the capture of two of its members, Alfred H. Hoddinott and Isaac N.

Jennings.
" The regiment was mustered out of the service on the 31st of July,

and the Wooster Guards were given a picnic reception in James Nichols'

woods, in Great Plain District, on Saturday, August 3d, at which there

was great rejoicing and an unlimited supply of sandwiches, in connection

with music, poetry, and pies.

"Witliin ten days from the departure of the Wooster Guards for New
Haven a second company for three months' service was formed and ready

to depart. This was on the 29th of April. The organization was called

the Danbury Rifle Company, and was commanded by the gallant and

lamented James K. Moore. His fii-st lieutenant was Samuel G. Bailey,

and his second lieutenant Charles H. Hoyt. Lieut. Hoyt resigned si.v

weeks later and F. W. Jackson, a sergeant, was promoted to the vacancy.

The company was mustered into the United States service as Company f)

of the Third Regiment, and numbered seventy-seven men. The de-

parture of this body of citizen-soldiers was signalized by a general out-

pouiing of the people of Danbury. The company was escorted through

the village by a spirited cavalcade, and at the railway-station there were

elaborate preparations for an enthusiastic send-off. A platform was

erected, which was mounted by the clergy, who fired the hearts of the

volunteers and others with new zeal, and a band of music added to the

electricity. Tlie company departed amid a volley of cheers and a burst

of music, while the air was white with the waving of handkerchiefs

m()ist with tears.

" Ah, it is something to have lived in those days of delirium!

"The company was mustered into the service on the 14th of May, at

Haitford, and on the 25th of that month left the State for Washington.

" The Danbury Rifles took an active part in the tragedy of Bull Run.

The regiment was exposed to a severe fire, and acquitted itself most

creditably. From its ranks Danbury oftered her first living sacrifice.

This was John 11. Blarsh, fourth sergeant of the company, a name that

heads Danbury's list of martyrs in tlie war for the Union. He was

struck and killed by a piece of flying shell. Private A. E. Bronson was

made a prisoner.

"Of the Rifles several afterwards rendered distinguished service in

other commands. Chief was the gallant captain who crowned his unsel-

fish devotion by yielding up his life at the head of his company on the

blood-saturated field of Gettysburg. There also Bronson gave up his life,

dying by the side of his leader. Corp. Milton Daniels and Private Henry

Quien became captains of the Danbury company in the Seventeenth.

"The Eifles returned to Danbury on Wednesday evening, the 14th or

August. On Saturday, the 17th, they were entertained by a grove dining

at Oil Mill, and by speeches and music in Concert Hall.

" I have said that there was cjnsiderable demonstration when the

Rifles went away. In the escort on that day was a company of young
men whose very hot blood found some expression in the impulsively sug-

gestive title of Zouaves. The Zouaves numbered sixty members on that

day, and they averaged nearly six feet in stature. They were in some
respects the most remarkable body of men sent to the war from Danbury,

The larger portion of them were the full-blooded and high-spirited boys

of the period, full of life and dash, and a credit to the east side of Main
Street any afternoon or evening.

The Zouaves became Company A of the Fifth Regiment, and were the

first company of three-years' men to go out from Danbury. I think the

author of that ratlier vigorous poem, ' Tramp, tramp, tramp, the boys are

marching,' must have been a member of the gallant Fifth. Nowhere
else could he have got more inspiration. Colt's factory was to have fur-

nished the regiment with revolving arms. Nature gave them their

revolving legs, and never before or since was Nature more generous. No
body of men from Danbury equaled this company in the extent of ser-

vice. This is a distinction indeed among a number of bodies no one of

whom brought discredit upon our dear old town, and most of whom
were subject to severe tests of physical endurance and courage.

" The Zouaves were commanded by Capt. Henry B, Stone, the lieuten-

ants were James A. Betts, first, and William A. Daniels, second. They
left Danbury for Hartford on the IGtli of May. The demonstration made
over their departure exceeded that made on either of the preceding oc-

casions. Nearly all the Zouaves were well known and well liked in this

community, and they had a large following of friends. It was the biggest

day Danbury witnessed in that volume of big days. Many of you re-

member it. There were several local organizations in the line of march
through the village. One of them was the Home Guards, another was

the Union Cadets, a third the Anderson Guards, which was composed of

Irish citizens. In addition to these were the fire companies. Most of

the Zouaves had ' run with the machine.' and ran with it enthusiastically,

too, you may be sure, and so the fire-lads were out in force. Then there

were the village brass band and a long line of horsemen. Twenty years

ago Danbury didu't think it could parade with any decency whatever

unless it was a-straddle of a horse. There were the ringing of the bells,

the discharge of cannon, the strains of music, flights of oratory, and

cheers that made the cheerers hoarse for a week after. What added a

deep significance to the affair was the prospect that the parting was to

be for a much longer period than three months, and to the hearts of those

left behind, shivering in the very glory of the parade, three months
looked long enough, looking forward to it. Well for those poor souls

bravely fighting down their pain that they could look no farther into

the future than they did !

" The company was originally designed to apply to the three months

quota, but before its muster-roll was completed the quota was full, and

it was then a choice with them whether they would enroll for three

years or stay at home. You will readily comprehend how severe a test

to their zeal was this choice. But they were equal to it, as they proved

themselves to be equal to every test the military genius of friend or foe

subjected them to.

"The Fifth left Hartford on the 29th of June for the seat of war, or

rather for the wtir-path, for it was a regiment that saw but precious few

opportunities for sitting down. In the years of its service the regiment

marched over fifteen hundred miles, at one time being on the move for

nineteen consecutive days, and marching in one day the unusual distance

of forty-five miles. It took in more scenery than any other regiment

from Connecticut. It began in Virginia and brought up in North Caro-

lina, by way of Tennessee and Georgia. The only reason why it did not

see the Yosemite Valley was because there happened to be no fighting

there. It fought eleven battles, among them being Cedar Mountain,

—

where it met its heaviest loss,—Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg. Si.x

of the Zouaves were killed outright or were fatally wounded, and nine-

teen of them otherwise wounded. Of the original company only three

died in the service fronx disease, which shows the superior physical condi-

tion of the men. Perhaps no company from Danbury witnessed so many
changes in its officers as did the Zouaves.

" Its first commander, Henry B. Stone, was promoted to be lieutenant-

colonel. He was wounded at the battle of Cedar Mountain, and died on

the 20th of January, 1802, from the effects of that wound. His bravery

was without a flaw. Fii-st Lieut. Betts was also promoted to be lieutenant-

colonel. Second Lieut. Daniels was made first lieutenant, and was mus-

tered out of the service because of disability. First Sergt. Theodore Dibble

was made a captain. Second Sergt. Lewis K. Carley, who recently died,

became the quartermaster of the regiment, and made a model officer in

thiit difficult and very important department. Third Sergt. George N.

Raymond was made a first lieutenant. Fourth Sergt. James Stewart

reached a cai tiiucy. Corp. Edgar A. Stratton was promoted to be first
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lieutenant, and Corp. A. M. Whitloek, to be second lieutenant. Two
privates, W. H. Botsford and E. A. Sage, were promoted to be first lieii-

teoantg. The first assistant surgeon of tlie regiment was Dr. W. (!.

Bennett, who became a brigade surgeon. Tlie company largely re-cii-

listed at the close of the three years' term, and so served until the close

of the war. It received fifty-nine recruits, making its total strength one

hundred and sixty-five men.
" After the departure of the Zouaves from Danbury there came a lull

in military operations here. There was no pressing demand for troops,

and no organization was forming. We had done our share of the work,

and were now waiting to see how things were going to turn out. Per-

haps what we had done would be sufficient. At any rate, tlierc was

nothing more to do but to wait and look and speculate. An army had

gathered in Virginia, the coming battle-ground, and the hosts of friends

and foes were on the eve of what the greater portion of us believed

would be the decisive battle of the war. Tiioso were days of eager watch-

ing, but the feeling was of tliat intense nature that found little outward

expression.

" At last it came. There was an awful crash, and then a shock,—such

a dreadful shock ! The battle of Bull Bun was fought, and—lost. Our

splendid army was shamefully beaten and driven back in defeat and

dismay.

"The waiting was over, the watching at an end, and the strong, faith-

ful heart of our sturdy town smothered its grief and went bravely to

work to build anew.

" Military Hall again blazed with light and sounded witli the tramp of

volunteer feet, and the drum and fife awakened the echoes of ourstreets.

Benjamin F. Skinner and William Moegling, fresh from tlie disastrous

battle-field, received authority from Governor Buckingham to recruit a

company for the then forming Sixth Kegiment, and fell to work at once

to execute the commission.

" On the night of August 19th a large, enthusiastic public meeting was

held in Concert Hall with a view to stimulating enlistments in the new
company. Thirty names liad already been enrolled, and fourteen more

were added that night. Within a week the company was completed, and

on the 28th of August it departed for New Haven. Although recruited

for the Sixth, it was assigned to the Seventh Regiment, and became

Company D in that organization. B. F. Skinner was chosen captain,

Joseph Dunning first lieutenant, and Tliomas Hooten second lieutenant.

These three were members of the first company of three n\onths' men.

Three weeks later, September ISth; the regiment left the State for the

front.

" The Seventh served the greater part of its time in the far South. It

was the first to land on tlie soil of South Carolina, and its flag was the

first national color unfurled in that State since the beginning of tlie war.

Governor Buckingham promulgated the fact in a special order, and it

was read to every Connecticut regiment in the field. This alone was

glory enough, but the Seventh did grand service throughout the Wiir. It

saw more fighting than any other regiment in which Danbury had a

company, taking part in nineteen engagements, chief among which wore

the battles of Morris Island and Fort Wagner, and those about Bermuda
Hundred. The Seventh was a ' fighting regiment' in the fullest sense of

the term. The Danbury company bore its full share of tlie work, as the

casualties show, its loss in killed and wounded being greater than the

average of the companies. The company had none of its commissioned

officers on its return, and yet there were but two promotions from the

ranks. Capt. Skinner resigned in February, 1864, First Lieut. Dunning
left the service in the first year, and Second Lieut. Hooten lost bis brave

life in battle on the 1-lth of June, 1802. First Sergt. Theodore C. Wild-

man was promoted to be first lieutenant, and Private William W. New-
man reached the same office. In view of the service of the com-

pany, the changes in position were remarkably few. Most of the

company re-enlisted on the expiration of its three years' term, and served

\intil the close of the war. Its losses exceeded those of any company
Danbury sent to the war. Eleven of its members were killed outright,

twenty-seven were wounded, of whom six died from the effects of wounds
and twenty-one died with disease, of which number six died in the An-
dersjnville prison. The company entered the army with one hundred

and five men and received sixty-three recruits.

" On the 24th of August another company was formed. There has

always been much that was mysterious surrounding this organization.

It has no record, and not even its officers are fully known. No trace of the

company is in the possession of tlie State authorities. It participated in

but one battle, but suffered severely. Like a gourd it grew up and went

down in one day. It disbanded with considerable ostentation. In fact,

the disbandment covered more ground than all its service. But one dai k
spot dims its glory. The scare of the wouuda receiveJ in that battle are deli-

cately concealed from sight, and are only visible to the public when the

survivors are discovered In swimming. Tlic battle of Chares! Biin took

lilace on the 24tli of August, IHOI.

" Immediately following this tragdly came the Inception of the fifth

company in Danbury's contribution t> the army. In spite of tlic rather

inauMpiciouH fact that the organizer was an entcrprioirig undertaker, the

formation of the company went rapidly forward, and under almost at

great a strain of excitement as signalized the former enrollment.

"On the 2'itli of Seiiteniber the comjiany left Danbury for Hartford,

where it remained until the lOtli of December following, wlien It went

to the front as Company A of the Eleventh Jleginient. It was wm-
manded by Capt. George A. Montbmayd. His first lieutenant was .Samuel

G. Bailey, and the second lieutenant Charles II. White. The wmpany
was called the Averill Rifles, the name being adopted in honor of

Hon. Roger Averill. It left Danbury to go t<j Hartford on a national fa«t-

day, September 20tli, and returned here on Thanksgiving Day, Novem-

ber 28tli, for the purpose of receiving a stand of colors, a gift from Gov-

ernor Averill. The exercises took place in Concei t Hall, where the mon-

ument now stands, and there are those here this evening who vividly

remember all its details and will look back upon that November evening

with peculiar sensations.

" As a part of the Eleventh Regiment the Averill Rifles participated

in ten serious engagements. Chief among these were Antietam, Freder-

icksburg, Drury's Bluff, and before Petersburg. Its losses were ten killed

or died from wounds and twenty-two wounded. Sixteen of the meml^rs

died with disease, three of them while prisoners of warat .\ndersouville.

The company was the largest from Danbury in the service. It was

orginally one hundred and one strong, and during its term it received

one hundred and six recruits, making the total two hundred and seven.

It re-enlisted in 18G4, and was mustered out in December, 18(!5. It met

with many changes. Capt. Soutlimayd resigned in the summer of 18C2.

First Lieut. Bailey was promoted to the vacancy, and right after re-

signed. Second Lieut. White was promoted to his place, and resigned.

The company Itpst these three officers within the space of two weeks.

First Sorgt. Henry J. McDonald became major. Second Sergt. D. B. Mans-

field was made a second lieutenant. Fourth Sergt. Nathan Cornwall and

Corp. George Cassidy first lieutenants. From the ranks David A. Hoag
rose to be captain, John H. Snitfin to be first lieutenant, Peter W. Ambler,

Christian Qiiien, and Sylvester C'. Piatt second lieutenants. Charles Par-

ker, a recruit, was appointed a quartermaster.

" A company of German citizens in this regiment was commanded by

Capt. William Moegling, who was promoted to be lieutenant-colonel, and

was twice wounded. Prom the effects of these wounds he was obliged

to return home, and here he died on the 2Gth of October, 1SG4, one of the

bravest of Danbury's volunteers. Tlierc were seven Danbury citizens in

Capt. Moegliiig's company.
" The Eleventh was one of the crack regiments of Connecticut. It was

always to be depended upon, and won the hearty approbation of its

brigade commanders. When it appeared in New York city on its way to

the front it had quite a receptiiui, and its soldierly bearing won the praise

of the city press.

" The five companies whose histories I have briefly sketched comprise

the number of organizati ons that Danbury furnished to maintain the

nation's life in that fii'st year of the war.

" In the regiment of cavalry raised that summer there were a score of

Danbury men. In fact, our town was represented in every conii>any in

the troop. There were also recruits from here in every regiment but the

Second that went out of the State that year.

"On the 3il of December, 1801, Andrew Knox, of D.inbury, receive!

authority from Governor Buckingham to raise recruits for the service.

He immediately began the work, and in a very short time had secure!

forty-five volunteers. With thise ho reported at Hartford for duty.

They were assigned to Comimny B of the First Heavy Artillery, which

had then emerged from the Fourth Infantry. Nelson L. White was the

lieutenant-colonel of this admirable regiment. Knox was made second

lieutenant of the company, and was promoted shortly al^cr to K> first

lieutenant. When I have occasion to write his obituary I will spc;ik

more jiaiticularly of him.

" Danbury is not considered to be specially connected with this regi-

ment, and yet there were fifty-five residents of our town in I.i.ut

Knox's company, or more than there were in any comiwny organized

here with the single exception of Company K, Twenty-third Re.i;iment.

I do not include in the count those who belonged to the quota of the

town and enlisted here, but simply those who had residence in Danbury.
" I cannot close this record of the yeai's work without a word f,ir the

newspapei-s of the day. Theie is a mournful jdeasure in looking over

them and pondering on their niaguificeut opportunities for snubbing
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truth. They contain full accounts of all the battles, and one in reading

the figures in the list of casualties cannot help admiring the resources

of the South, whatever he may think of its policy. I dare say there

were as many Southerners killed in that first year of the war as we had

men fighting in all the years. I recall one case where it stated that a

Union man killed Ihirlij-fice secessionists at one shot. It led me to be-

lieve that the rebels fought in bales like you sometimes see codfish in a

grocery, and I couldn't help shuddering when I thought how thin their

bodies must be. At the same time I wished that I owned that gun.

lleally, our government did not need one-tenth the troops it raised.

" The second year of the war, 18C2, passed half away without witness-

ing any organizing action in Panbury. Tliat winter will ever be known

as having originated the balmy condition of affairs along the course of

the Totoniac. All that time the announcement of 'AH quiet along the

Potomac' was new and fresh, and gave quite a charm to current litera-

ture.

" Occasionally there was a descent upon the village of some recruiting-

agent with his dazzling prospectus. People were getting used to the war

and all that pertained to it possible for them to know, and even the Dan-

bury horse patiently submitted to banneis and drums.

" In the summer of 1802 there was a call for three liundred thousand

more troops, to serve for three years, and Daubury again bestirred herself

to gather her sons and send them foith to the fight. There was a public

meeting in Concert Hall one July evening. It was a notable gathering

in that it had a live Governor to address it, and a live lieutenant-gover-

nor to preside over it. Governor Buckingham, the noble hero, was here

that night, and Lieut.-Gov. Averill was called to the chair. Both of

them made addresses which were appeals that stirred the ardor of Dan-

bury as it had not been stirred since the Bull Eun disaster.

" It was a tremendous meeting,— the biggest yet held. A large num-

ber could not gain admittance to the h.iU. The building was full. It is

said there were over a thousand persons in tliere that night. You who

remember the old hall will agree with me that the ushers must have

had years of experience in boxing sardines. When the speaking was

over there was a call for volunteers. A tall man went forward. He had

the typical military figure,—tall, slinv, straight. He wrote his name on

the paper presented. It was the first name, and was read to the audience.

It was that of James E. Moore. The announcement of this name was

received with a storm of applause. Little did he wlio wrote it, or those

who cheered it, anticipate the tragedy that a year later was to quench his

life. Other names rapidly followed, and the flist step for the formation

of the 'SVildman Guards was taken. The luime was adopted in honor of

our fellow-citizen, Frederick S. Wildman. The command thus started

soon became a full company, and took the designation of 'C' in the

Seventeenth liegiment of Connecticut Yolunteeis, then being raised by

this county, and the only distinctively Fairfield County regiment re-

cruited. Its headquarters were at Bridgeport. On the 28th of August

it was mustered into the United States service, and on the 3d of Sep-

tember it left the State for the front.

"Capt. James E. Moore was the canimander of this company. The

first lieutenant was Wilton H. Daniels. The second lieutenant was

Henry Quien. The company numbered one hundred and tw o on leaving

the State. During its term of service it received seven recruits, making

its total number one hundred and nine. Its battles were not many, but

its record shows that it made the most of its oppoi tunities. The regiment

was assigned to the Army of the Potomac, where it served until after the

battle of Gettysburg, when it was transferred to the Department of the

South and did duty before Charleston and in Florida. The Danbury

company first came under fire at Chancellorsvillc, where it had one mem-

ber fatally wounded and two less seriously. Its second engagement was

Gettysburg. Here its experience was most bitter. Its loss in that fight

was the most serious sustained by any Danbury company in any one en-

gagement fought. If I recollect aright, the company went into the bat-

tle with forty-four members. Of these eleven were killed outright or

died shortly from the effects of wo\inds. Eleven were otherwise wounded

and eleven were captured, leaving eleven survivors. On that field the

brave captain gave up his life, and three of his sergeants perished with

him. The company's casualties during its three years of service were

twelve killed outright or fatally wounded, twelve otherwise wounded,

and seven died of disease. There were but few promotions. Both lieu-

tenants, Daniels and Quien, became captain of the company, the former

resi"'ning in March, 1864. Sergt. William L. Daniels was made first

lieutenant.

" The adjutant-general of the State, in his report of the services of the

Connecticut troops, speaks in the following distinctive terms of the

Seventeenth

:

"'Thus ended the honorable service of a regiment the superior of

which in intelligence, morale, courage, and endurance was not found in

the army. The commonwealth of Connecticut will ever cherish the

memory of its dead and honor its living.'

" The Fifteenth Kegiment went into the service at the same time with

the Seventeenth. The late Dr. E. F. Hendrick was an assistant surgeon

in this regiment, which had fifteen of our citizens. One of these was

Charles S. Gray, who entered the service as a sergeant and was promoted

to be second lieutenant.

" In September, 18G2, Danbury completed her last organizations for the

war. These were two companies enlisted for a term of nine months.

Both companies were recruited for the Twenty-third Kegiment. Each

contained eighty-three members. The first was Company B. Its cap-

tain was James H. Jenkins. The first lieutenant was the lamented

Frederick Starr, who was fatally wounded in the battle of la Fourche,

La. The second lieutenant was William B. Betts, who was promoted to

be first lieutenant on the death of Starr. Sergt. Henry I. Smith became

second lieutenant. The company's loss in the service were two from

wounds and three from disease.

" The second company was nnistered in as Company K. It was com-

manded by Capt. Samuel G. Bailey. The first lieutenant was Edwin H.

Hearing, and the second George Quien. The Quiens may be called a

family of officers. All its available force, three sons, went into the ser-

vice, and all were ofBcers. The casualties of Company K were the cap-

ture of Capt. Bailey and the deaths from disease of four members.
" The regiment served in Louisiana and faithfully discharged the duties

assigned to it. Samuel Gregory was the adjutant and Eli Ferry the ser-

geant-major of the regiment.

" I have here prepared a table which shows the strength and the loss

of Danbury in the war for the Union. Although our village had organi-

zations in but seven of the thirty regiments from the State, it had repre-

sentatives in nearly all of them. In this table is given the strength of

the Danbury companies and the number of Danburians in other com-

panies of the same regiments;

Regiment. Danbury Co. Other Cos. Total. Wounded. Killed.

1st 78 1 79

3d 77 2 7'J 1
3d I. L. Bat 2 ... 1

1st Cav 38

1st H. Artillery 85 ... 2

2d " " 12 ... 1 2

5th ICS 8 173 PJ -6

6th 47 ... 6 4
7th 168 30 204 28 19
8th 18

'Jth 12
loth* 3

nth 207 21 228 22 10
12th 21 •

13th 5

14th 4
15th 15

17th 109 19 128 12 12
20th 3t
23d 160 15 181 ... 2
24th

t
1

29th Colored 23
30th " 1

Total 970 390 1300 91 56

" This shows that Danbury had si,x companies in the army whose total

membei-ship was 970. In other companies were 390 of her citizens,

making a grand total of 1360, or nearly one-sLah of her population. Of

these 50 were killed, 91 were wounded, and 89 died of disease, the total

of casualties being one-sixth of the contriliution.

' This is the record over which Danbury exults while it mourns. In

all the towns of this suffering, enduring, brave little State there is none

that presents a grander record than this. Fiom the hour when the

shame put on Sumter thrilled her loyal heart, she never faltered in the

way once set before her. There can no one now or in the future yet to

come, however distant it may grow, lay the finger of reproach upon our

dear old mother, or say that in aught pertaining to the welfare of her

own or of the land she so dearly loves her loyalty had lacking.

'• From out the tears that fall for those who in the shock of battle went

the royal road to death she looks witli grateful pride upon the work so

bravely, so nobly wrought, and lays thereon her earnest benediction."

* Sergt. S. L. White was made captain of (!ompany D. He died of

wounds,

f All deserted.

I Dr. Warren of Danbury, surgeon.
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MILITARY RECORD.

The following record of those who enlisted in the

war of the Rebellion from this town is taken from

the "Catalogue of Connecticut Volunteer Organiza-

tions," which was prepared from the records in the

office of the adjutant-general

:

E. E. WilJman, captaio Co. E, Ut Kogt. ; must. April 10, 1801 ; disch.

July 31, 1861.

J.D.Stevens, first lieutenant Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must. April 19,1801;

disch. July 31, 1801.

J. W. Bussing, second lieutenant Co. E, Ist Regt. ; must. April 19, 1801

;

disch. July 31, 1801.

Andrew Kno.\, Co. E, 1st Regt.; must. April 19,1801; disch. July 31,

1801.

Mile Dickens, Co. E, 1st Regt; must. April 19,1801; disch. July 31,

1801

William Moegling, Co. E, 1st Begt. ; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July

31, 1801.

S. L. Pettit, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

G. B. Allen, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must. April 19. 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

E. S. Davis, Co. E, Ist Regt.; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Alexander Kallman, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must April 19, 1861 ; diseh. July

31, 1861.

E. H. Dunn, Co. E, 1st Regt.; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

G. Foot, Co. E, Ist Regt. ; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801

.

John Allen, Co. E, Ist Regt. ; must. April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Charles H. Anderson, Co. E, 1st Regt.; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July

31, 1861.

John Bogardus, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must. April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31,

1861.

C. H. Boerum, Co. E, 1st Regt.; must. April 19,1801; disch. July 31,

1801.

James Blizard, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must. April 19, 18C1 ; disch. May 9, 1801.

William Blizard, Co. E, 1st Regt.; must. April 19, 1801; disch. June 10,

1861.

T. F. Bussing, Co. E, 1st Regt.; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31,1801.

James Bradley, Co. E, 1st Regt; must. April 19, 1801; disch. July 31,

1801.

Aaron H. Bylngton, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must April 19, 1801 ; disch. July

31, 1801.

George W. Banker, Co. E, 1st Begt; must April 19, 1801; discli. July

31, 1861.

Charles A. Benger, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July

31, 1861.

H. E.Buckingham, Co. E, 1st Regt.; must. April 19,1861; disch. July

31, 1861.

W. K. Cowan, Co. E, Ist Regt. ; must. April 19, 1861 ; diseh. July 31, 1861.

L. B. Clark, Co. E, 1st Begt; must April 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

W. R. Doane, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

J. L. Day, Co. E, 1st Regt ; must April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

E. H. Day, Co. E, 1st Regt; must April 19, 1861; disch. July 31, 1861.

J. S. Dunning, Co. E, 1st Regt ; must. April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Ezekiel Eaton, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31,

1861.

T. C. Fieldstone, Co. E, 1st Regt ; must. April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31,

1861.

C. Grimm, Co. E, 1st Regt.; must. April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

C. A. Gordon, Co. E, 1st Regt ; must April 19, 1861 : disch. July 31, 1861.

W. H. Gibbs, Co. E, 1st Regt; must April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

C. W. Hilbrandt, Co. E, 1st Regt.; must April 19, 1861; disch. July 31,

1861.

W. 0. Hoyt, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

W. P. Hoyt, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must. April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

D. B. Hoyt, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

Alfred H. Hoddinott, Co. E, 1st Regt. ; must. April 19, 1861 ; disch. July

31, 1861.

Otto Hagement, Co. E, Ist Regt; must. April 19, 1861; disch. July 31,

1861.

James Howath, Co. E, 1st Regt; must April 19, 1861; disch. July 31,

1861.

E. P.Jennings, Co. E, 1st Begt.; must April 19,1801; disch. July 31,

1861.

James Martin, Co. E, 1st Regt ; must. April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31,

1861.

Horace Purdy, Co. E, l«t Begt.; must. April 19, 18«1; dUch. July 31,

18G1.

F. W. I'latt, V^^. E, Ist Regt ; must. April 19, 1881 ; dioch. July Z\, JSC)

.

Joseph W. Raymond, 0>. E, 1st Begt. ; must April 19, 1861 ; dUcli. July

:)l, 1801.

J. R. Boss, Co. E. 1st Begt.; mu«t. April 19, 1801; disch. July 31, 1801.

T. Ross, Co. K, Ist Regt.; must. April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

G. S. Smith, Co. E, 1st Regt; njust April 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31, IW,).

Elson J. Smith, Co. E, 1st Regt; must Ajiril 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31,

1801.

B.F. Skinner, (jo. E, Ist Begt; must Ai>ril 19, 1801; diuch. July 31,

1861.

D. Sloan, Co. E, Ist Begt ; must Apiil 19, 1861 ; disch. .July 3], 1861.

G. Scott, Co. E, Ist Begt ; must Apiil 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Lewis Shack, Co. E, 1st Begt.; must. April 19,1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Eli D. Secley, Co. E, Ist Regt.; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

A. Stiiples, Co. B, Ist Begt; must. April 19, 1861 ; disth. July 31, 1801.

G. Sears, Co. E, Ist Begt ; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

J. H. Taylor, Co. E, Ist Begt. ; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

D. A. Yeats, Co. E, 1st Begt; must April 19, 1801 ; disoh. July 31, 1801.

E. L. Wildnian, Co. E, 1st Regt; must. April 19, 1861; dissh. July 31,

1801.

John Waters, Co. E, Ist Regt ; must. April 19, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1801.

Compmvj C.

Seth J. Crosby, must April 22, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

THIRD BEGIMENT.

Company B.

Measuer, Herman, must May 11, 1861; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Company C.

{Mustered into service May 14, 1801.)

James E. Moore, captain ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Samuel G. Bailey, first lieutenant; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Charles H. Hoyt, second lieutenant; res. June 10, 1861.

Frederick W. Jackson, sergeant; pro. to second lieutenant; disch. Aug.

12, 1801.

Walter C. Sparks, sergeant; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Henry C.White, sergeant; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

John R. Marsh, sergeant; killed in battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1801.

Eben L. Barnum, corporal: disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Seneca Edgett, corporal; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Milton H. Daniels, corporal ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Henry 0. Leach, corporal ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Armstrong, Samuel B., disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Dauchy, Bobert S., disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Davis, William H., disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Divenny, Owen, disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Ely, John G., disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Foley, Patrick, disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Gray, John, disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Hall, William, disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Hale, Minot, disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Horan, Thomas, disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Hoyt, Edgar H,, disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Jackson, William.

Keeney, John, disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Keeney, Thomas, disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Lee, James E., disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Louden, George, disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Mansfield, David B , disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Moore, John, disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Monroe, Alsop L., disch. Aug. 12, ISOI.

Moffatt, Abriun, disch. Aug. 12, 1S61.

McKey, Thomas, disch. Aug. 12, ISGl.

McAvoy, Lawrence, disch. Aug. 12, ISGl.

McGowan, Michael, disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Osborne, Lewis W., disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Pratt, David J., disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Quien, Henry, disch. Aug. 12, 18C1.

Bourke, Philip, disch. Xwg. 12, 1861.

Baymoud, Amos, disch. .\ug. 12, 1861.

Bogers, Isa«c B., disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Rooney, Thaddy, disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Sherman, Bennett, disch. Aug. 12, 1801.
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Taylor, James B , discli. Aug. 1 2, 18G1.

Taylor, William H., disch. Aug. 12, 18G1.

"Warren, Edward S., disch. Aug. 12, 18G1.

Wilson, Harvey, disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Woodruff, Charles H., disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Young:, George B., disch. Aug. 12, 18C1.

FIKST REGIMENT CAVALRY, CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Keyes, William, must. Dec. 19, 18G4; not taken up on rolls.

Larkin, John, must. Dec. IG, 186-1; not taken up on rolls.

Lee, George, must. Dec. IG, 18G4 ; not taken up on rolls.

Lynch, John, must. Dec. 29, 18G4; not taken up on rolls.

Mack, James, must. Sept. 10, 18C4 ; not taken up on rolls.

Malone, James, must. Maixh 7, 1865; not taken up on rolls.

Stokes, Percival, must. Dec. 22, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

riRST CAVALRY.

Gompamj B.

Samuel Flight, must. Dec. 2, 18G1 ; disch. Nov. 2, 18C4.

John Dooley, must. Aug. 20, 18J4 ; disch. Aug. 2, 18Go.

Company C,

D. W. Knowles, mnst. Dec. 9, 1861 ; disch. Jan. 23, 1883.

J. D. Bennett, must. Dec. 16, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Wm. Millor, must Dec. 16, 1864; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Charles Middleton, must. Dec. 16, 18C4; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

W. L. Munson, must. Jan. 8, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Company D.

C. Wood, must. Nov. 2, 1861 ; must, out June 20, 1862.

Joseph Williman, must. Dec. 5, 1861 ; must, out Sept. 13, 18G2.

Company F.

George McFern, must. Dec. 11, 18G4 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Company G.

Henry Wells, must. Sept. 10, 18G4
;
pro. capt. March 16, 1865.

C&inpaity H.

C. H. Jennings, must. Dec. 14, 1865; must, out Aug. 1, 1865.

Ccmpami I.

H. B. Pen-y, must. Dec. 21, 1863; must, out June 23, 1865.

J. C. Thomson, must. Dec. 21, 18G3; must, out July 18, 1865.

William H. Moore, must. Dec. 18, 18C4.

James Russell, must. Dec. 24, 18C3.

Compauy L.

C. H. Benedict, must. Dec. 24, 1863; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Henry Foster, must. April 7, 1865 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

William Pendly, must. Jan. 5, 1864; died Oct. 12, 1864.

F. Thomson, must. Jan. 3, 18G5; Diust. out Aug. 2, 1865.

Solomon Wheeler, must. Dec. 18, 18G3 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Company M.

S. Zoppi, must. Aug. 26, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

William Adams, must. Nov. 27, 18G3.

James Agnew, must. Dec. 21, 1804.

John P. Boyes, must. Dec. 19, 18G4.

Thomas Feeney, must. Sept. 10, 1864.

J. Hill, must. Dec. 16, 1864.

William Johnson, must. Dec. 16, 1864.

John Larkins, must. Dec. 16, 1864.

James Mack, must. Sept. 10, 1864.

John Maloney, must. March 7, 18G5.

John Willoughby, must. Dec. 16, 1864.

THIRD BATTERY.

31. Haviland, must. Sept. 7, 1864 ; must, out June 23, 1865.

FIRST ARTILLERY.
Nelson L. White, lieutenant-colonel ; must. May 23, 1861 ; must, out Nov.

19, 1864.

Eli F. Hendrick, second assistant-surgeon
;
appointed Sept. 3, 1862 ; trans,

to Fifteenth Regt., Jan. 5, 1863.

Company B.

Andrew Knox, second lieutenant; must. May 12, 1862; pro. to first lieu-

tenant, May 23, 1862 ; must..out March 15, 1865.

Anderson, Charles H., must. Feb. 4, 1862; disch. Feb. 13,1865, at expira-

tion of term.

Andrews, Daniel N., must. Feb. 11, 1862; ro-enl. Feb. 12,1864; disch.

for disability, Sept. 2, 18C5.

Benedict, Granville W., must. Jan. 22,1862; disch. for disability, Nov.

18, 1862.

Brown, Robert, must. Jan. 22, 1862; .re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864; must, out Sept.

25, 1803.

Dickens, Milo, must. Feb. 4, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864 ; must, out Sept.

25, 1865.

Hefreii, Thomas, must. Feb. 11, 1862; disch. for disability, April 1, 1862,

at Fort Richardson, Va.

Jenkins, Ichabod E., must. Jan. 22, 1862; disch. Feb. 13, 1865, at e.xpira-

tion of term.

Keeler, George D., must. March 11, 1862 ; disch. for disability, July 18,

1862, at Washington, D. C.

McDermott, James, must. Feb. 4,1862 ; disch. Feb. 13,1865, at expiration

of term.

McDermott, Charles, must. March 4, 1862 ; disch. March 13, 1865, at ex-

piration of term.

Muldoon, James, must. Jan. 22,1862; re-enl. Feb. 5,1864; must, out

Sept. 25, 18G5.

O'Rourke, Philip, must. Feb. 4, 18C2 ; re-onl. Feb. 5, 1864.

Potter, William R., must. March 11, 1862 ; died March 30, 1862, at Fort

Richardson, Va.

Pettit, Samuel M., must. Feb. 4, 1802 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864 ; must, out Sept.

25, 1805.

Roff, George N., must. Feb. 5, 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864 ; must, out Sept.

25, 1805.

Rooney, Thaddeus, must. Feb. 4,1862; re-enl. Feb. 5,1864; must, out

Sept. 2.5', 1805.

Scott, Grandison, must. March 11,1802; disch. March 13, 1865, at expira-

tion of term.

Sherman, Thomas G., must. Feb. 25, 1862 ; died Aug. 1, 1802, at Harrison's

Landing, Va.

Smith, Alson J., must. Feb. 4, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Sept. 2, 1862,

at Hartford, Conn.

Sparks, Walter C., must. Feb. 4, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 5,1864; must, out

Sept. 25, 1865.

Sweeney, John, must. Feb. 4, 1862 ; disch. Feb. 13, 1865, at expiration of

term.

Shepard, Charles, must. Jan. 22, 1862 ; disch. for disability, April 1, 1802,

at Fort Richardson, A'a.

Tillotson, William, must. Feb. 25,1802; disch. March 13, 1865, at expira-

tion of term.

Wood, Hiram, must. Feb. 11, 1862; disch. for disability, April 1, 1862, at

Fort Richardson, Va.

Wood, George L., must. Jan. 22, 1862; disch. for disability, April 1,1862,

Fort Richardson, Va.

Allen, John, must. Sept. 5, 1864; must, out Sept. 25, 1865, at Washing-

ton, D. C.

Bevans, George, must. Sept. 1, 1864 ; disch. June 29, 1805, by order Sec-

retary of War, at Richmond, Va.

Blissard, Francis, must. Sept. 1, 18C4 ; disch. June 29, 1865, by order Sec-

retary of War, at Richmond, Va.

Costello, Michael, must. Sept. 1, 1864; disch. June 29, 1865, by order Sec-

retary of War, at Richmond, Va.

Crowfoot, Ebenezer P., must. Sept. 1, 1864; must, out Sept. 25, 1865, at

Washington, D. C.

Daniels, Henry L., must. Sept. 1, 1864 ; disch. June 29, 1865, by order

Secretary of War, at Richmond, Va.

Fenning, James, must. Sept. 1, 1804 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865, Washing-

ton, D. C.

Hickock, William F., must. Sept. 1, 1804 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865, Wash-

ington, D.C.

Haviland, Daniel, must. Sept. 5, 1864 ; disch. Jan. 29, 1865, by order Secre-

tary of War, Richmond.

Hoddinott, Alfred H., must. Sept. 7, 1804; disch. June 29, 1865, by order

Secretary of War, Richmond.

Hoyt, Daniel J., must. Sept. 7, 1864; disch. June 29, 1865, by order Secre-

tary of War, Riclimoud.

Hefren, Thomas, must. Sept. 8, 1864; disch. June 29, 1865, by order

Secretary of War, Richmond.

Lowery, Francis, must. Sept. 5, 1864 ; disch. June 29, 1865, by order Sec-

retary of War, Richmond.

Lee, Robert G., must. Sept. 12, 1864; disch. June 29, 1865, by order Secre-

tary of War, Richmond.
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McKay, Daniel, must. Sept. 7, 1804 ; disch. Juno 29, 1805, by order Secre-

tary of War, Kichmond.

McKay, Thomas, must. Sept. 7, 18C4; disch. June 29, 1805, by order Sec-

retary of AVar, Kichmond.

Mager, Lopold, must. Sept. 1, 18C4; discli. June 29, 18C5, by order Secre-

tary of War, Richmond.

Parsons, David, must. Sept. 5, 1864; discli. June 29, 18G5, by order Sec-

retary of War, Richmond.

Stoker, Henry, must. Sept. 1, 1804; disch. Juno 29, 1805, by order Secre-

tary of War, Richmond.

Sherman, Bennett, must. Sept. 7, 1864; disch. June 29, 1805, by order

Secretary of War, Richmond.

Sirrine, Elislia A., must. Sept. 7, 1864 ; disch. June 29, 1865, by order Sec-

retary of War, Richmond.

Wildman, William, must. Sept. 1, 1864 ; disch. Juno 29, 1865, by order

Secretary of War, Richmond.

Waterman, Charles D., must. Sept. 5, 1864 ; discli. Juno 29, 1805, by order

Secretary of War, Richmond.

Watennan, Harrison, must. Sept. 5, 1864 ; disch. June 29, 1805, by order

Secretai-y of War, Richmond.

AVilson, Albert R., must. Sept. 7, 1804 ; disch. June 29, 1805, by order Sec-

retary of War, Richmond.

Compantj D.

D. B. DeForest, must. Jan. 1, 1864 ; died Feb. 23, 1864.

William Harris, must. Jan. 1, 1864 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865,

Compamj E.

James Kain, must. Jan. 5, 1864 ; died Jan. 17, 1864.

Compamj F. .

Henry Brown, must. Aug. 17, 1804 ; must, out Sept. 5, 1865.

J. Fitzsimmon, must. July 5, 1864.

Company H.

Ira Buckley, must. Dec. 14, 1863 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

C. Sirrine, must. Dec. 5, 1863 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

Company I.

Bartram, George C, must. Jan. 5, 1804; must, out Sept. 25, 1803, Wash-
ington, D. C.

Croal, John, must. Jan. 5, 1804 ; disch. for disability, June 23, 1805, New
Haven, Conn.

Curry, Jeremiah, must. Sept. 7, 1804; disch. June 30, 1805, by order of

War Department.

Ferry, John, must. Jan. 5, 1804; must, out Sept. 25, 1865, Washington,

D. C.

Hoyt, Amos L., must. Jan. 5, 1804; must, out Sept. 25, 1865, Washing-
ton, D. C.

McCoy, James, must. Jan. 5, 1804; must, out Sept. 25, 1865, Washington,
D. C.

Mooney, William, must. Aug. 24, 1864.

Robinson, Thoma.s G., must. Oct. 3, 1863; disch. for disability, Feb. 11,

1864, Fort Richardson.

Scollin, Francis, must. Sept. 7, 1864 ; wounded April 2, 1865 ; disch. June
30, 1805, by order of War Department.

Strail, George, must. Sept. 7, 1804 ; disch. June 30, 1805, by order of War
Department.

Veali, Henry B., must. Jan. 5, 1805 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865, Washing-
ton, D. C.

Wilson, Chas. H., must. Jan. 5, 1865 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865, Washing-
ton, D. C.

H. Scollin, must. May 23, 1861 ; disch. May 22, 1864.

Compamj L,

J. Acker, must. Dec. 24, 1863; disch. Sept. 25, 1865.

SECOND ARTILLERY.

Company D.

F. Hawley, must. Jan. 5, 1864; disch. Oct. 3, 1864.

Compamj M.
S. T. Wieeler, must. Fob. 8, 1804 ; wounded and must, out Aug. 18, 1805.

John Hender, must. Sept. 14, 1804.

Benedict, John F., must. Maich 5, 1862; re-enl. Fob. 5, 1864; wounded;
must, out Sept. 25, 1805.

Hawley, Miram B., must. Feb. 4, 1862; re-oul. Fob. 5, 1864; must, out
Sept. 25, 1865.

Comes, George C, must. Jan. 5, WA ; must, out S^pt, 25, 1806, Waalilug-

ton, D. C.

Comes, Kens, must. Sept. 1, 1804 ; must, out Sept. 2.5, 1805, Wa«hlngtOD,

D. C.

RichardHon, Frederick, must Sept. 1, 1864; died Juno 4, 1804, at Begl-

niontal Hospital, Fort Dniry, Va.

Ryan, John, must. Jan. 5, 1804; in hospital at New Haven, March 30,

1804.
FIFTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company A.

William C. Bonnott, first assistant-surgeon; must. July 23, 1861; pro. to

surgeon; disch. Juno 28, 1803.

Henry Burton Stone, captain ; must. July 22, 1861; pro. t^j lieutenant-

colonel; died Jan. 20, 180:S, of wounds received at Cedar Mountain.

James A. Betts, Jr., first lieutenant ; must. July 22, 1861 ;
jiro. t/j lieuten-

ant-colonel.

William A. Daniels, second lieutenant; must. July 22, 1801 ; pro. to first

lieutenant; wounded July 20, 1864 ; must, out Oct. 21, WA.
Theodore H. Dibble, sergeant; must. July 22, 1861; pro. to captain;

must, out July 20, 1804, at expiration of term.

Ed. K. Carley, sergeant; must. July 22, 1801; pro. to quartormastcr

must, out July 19, 1805, Alexandria, Va.

George N. Raymond, sergeant; must. July 22, 1861; pro. to first lieuten-

ant ; must. out.

James Stewart, Jr., sergeant; must. July 22, 1801; wounded June 22,

1804; pro. to captain; must, out July 19, 1805.

John 0. Shufeldt, sergeant ; must. July 22, 1801 ; wounded Aug. 9, 1802

;

disch. for disability, Oct. 29. 1802.

Daniel Odell, coi-poral ; must. July 22, 1801 ; disch. July 22, 1804, at ex-

piration of term.

Edgar A. Stratton, corporal ; must. July 22, 1801 ; pro. to first lieutenant

;

must, out Nov. 1, 1804, at expiration of term.

James L. Conklin, musician ; must. July 22, 1861; disch. for disability,

April 6, 1803, Stafford Court-House, Va.

Martin C. Vancor, wagoner; must. July 22, 1861; disch. for disability,

Oct. 18, 1802, Washington, D. C.

Anson, Charles H., must. July 22, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 21, 1803 ; must, out

July 19, 1805.

Atlakeskey, Theodore J., must. July 22, 1801 ; disch. July 22, 1804, at ex-

piration of term.

Bradley, George A., must. July 22, 1801; wounded Aug. 9, 1802; re-enl.

Dec. 21, 1803 ; must, out June 12, 1805.

Byers, James, must. July 22, 1861 ; killed at Cedar Mountain, Va., Aug. •

9, 1802.

Crofut, Horace S., must. July 22, 1801.

Drew, Robert N., must. July 22, 1801 ; re-enl. in Co. F, First Cavaln,-.

Durant, Charles H., must. July 22, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 21, 1863 ; must, out

July 19, 1805.

Johnson, Gilbert N., must. July 22, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 21, 1863 ; must, out

July 19, 1805.

James, Thomas A,, must. July 22, 1801 ; disch. for disabiUty, Jan. 24, 1863,

Washington, D. C.

Looniis, George B., must. July 22, 1861 ; wounded Aug. 9, 1802; disch. for

disability, Dec. 5, 1802, at Frederick, Md.

Leach, Isaac K., must. July 22, 1801 ; wounded Aug. 9, 1802; disch. for

disability, March ,30, 1803, Philadelphia, Pa.

Patch, William H., must. July 22, 1801 ; disch. July 21, 1804, at expira-

tion of term.

Smith, George C, must. July 22, 1801 ; disch. for disability, Nov. 14, 1S62,

Frederick, Md.

Sloan, Oliver, must. July 22, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 21, 1SG3 ; must, out July

19, 1805.

Scott, George, must. July 22, ISOl ; disch. for disability, June 13, 1862,

Winchester, Va.

Sullivan, James, must. July 22, 1861.

Wildman, F. M., must. July 22, 1801 ; disch. for disability, July 27, 1861,

Hartford, Conn.

Wiseman, Daniel, must. Jan. 9, 1865.

Joseph FaiToU, must. Dec. 10, 1804.

Henry Russell, uiust. Dec. 19, 1804.

T. Mooney, must. Doc. 19, 1804.

SIXTH REGIMENT.

Compamj C.

Adams, William, must. Feb. 9, 1805 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

Belchoner, Christopher, must. Oct. 22, 1S03 ; killed May 20, 1864. Dniry's
Bluff, Va.
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Baron, Charles, must. Fob. 20, I860 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865, New Haven,

Conn.

Lauffer, Rudolph, must. Oct. 22, 1863 ; died Jan. 22, 1865, Salisbury, N. C.

Mohr, William, must. Oct. 22,1863; disch. for disability. May 22,1865,

New Haven, Conn.

Mulle, Augustus, must. Aug. 22, 18G3; must, out June 20, 1865, Smith-

ville, N. C.

Muller, Charles, must. Aug. 1, 1863.

Palmer, John, must. June 11, 18G5 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

Vogel, George, must. Oct. 22, 1863
;
missing May 16, 18G4, Drury's Bluff,

Va.
Company D.

Berry, Henry C, must. Oct. 22, 1863 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865, New
Haven, Conn.

Bradley, James, must. Oct. 22, 1863; must, out Aug. 21, 1805, New
Haven, Conn.

Bruce, James, must, Oct. 22, 1863.

Samuel Le Broeg, must. Oct. 22, 1863 ; died Jan. 3, 1864.

Company F.

James Wagoner, must. Oct. 23, 1803 ; disch. June 8, 1804.

John Dobson, must. Oct. 27, 1803; disch. Aug. 21, 1805.

Company G.

Patrick McGee, must. Oct. 17, 1863 ; wounded ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

Company H.

Cliarles Borsal, must. Oct. 16, 1863.

Charles Graham, must. Oct. 23, 1863 ; died Sept. 7, 1864.

Peter Miller, must. Oct. 16, 1863 ; died at Andersonville, Aug. 24, 1864.

Company I.

Morris, Theodore, corporal ; must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; died July 12, 1862, Beau-

fort, S. C.

Henge, Frank, must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 19, 1864, at expiration of

term.

Hoyt, George H., must. Feb. 27, 1804 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865, New
Haven, Conn.

McCarty, Dennis, must. Oct. 27, 1863 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1805, New
Haven, Conn.

Pawtowise, Jacob, must. Oct. 16, 1863 ; wounded Aug. 16, 1864 ; must, out

Aug. 21, 1805, New Haven, Conn.

Purdy, William B., must. Feb. 27, 1804 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865, New
Haven, Conn.

Salar, William, must. Oct. 12, 1863 ; wounded Aug. 14, 1864 ; must, out

Aug. 21, 1865.

Company K.

N. Weiss, must. Dec. 16, 1803 ; killed Aug. 10, 1804.

SEVENTH REGIMENT.

Company D.

Benjamin F. Skinner, captain ; must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; res. Feb. 29, 1804.

Theodore C. Wildnian, sergeant; must. Sept. 5, 1801
;
pro. tirst lieuten-

ant July 4, 1803; disch. Oct. 20, 1804.

Henry J. Broas, sergeant ; must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 12, 1804, at

expiration of term.

Augustus Staples, sergeant ; must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 12, 1804,

at expiration of term.

William Turnbull, corporal ; must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; trans, to Inv. Corps,

April 13, 1804.

Eli D. Seeley, coi-poral ; must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; died March 12, 1804, New
Haven, Conn.

Darius A. Veali, corporal; must. Sept. 5, 1801; re-enl. Dec. 22,1803 ; killed

May 14, 1864.

Charles Gordon, corporal; must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; wounded June 14, 1802 ;

enl. 1st U. S. Art., Dec. 12, 1802.

lewis A. Wygant, corpoial ; must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; died Aug. 4, 1802, Hil-

ton Head, S. C.

Alexander, Tliomas T., must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; disch. Dec. 12, 1863, at expira-

tion of term.

Allen, James L., must. Sept. 5, 1861; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1803; died of

wounds, July 12, 1804.

Armstrong, Samuel P., must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1863 ; died of

wounds, Jan. 1, 1865, Annapolis.

Banker, George W., must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1863 ; died of

wounds, July 20, 1865.

Sevens, Cliarles H., must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1863 ; died of

wounds, July 20, 1805.

Broas, Francis E., must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1803 ; died of

wounds, July 20, 1865.

Collomore, Warren, must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; died Aug. 6, 1862, Hilton Head,
S. C.

Crofut, William, must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; killed at James Island, S. C, June
14, 1806.

Divenny, Owen, must. Sept. 5, 1861; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1862; must, out July

20, 1866.

Eaton, Joseph, must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 12, 1864, at expiration of

term.

Fairchild, Jerome, must. Sept. 5,1861; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1863; must, out

July 20, 1865.

Hall, Seeley, must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1863; must, out July 20,

1865.

Hall, William H., must. Sept. 5, 1801; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1863; must, out

July 20, 1805.

Holmes, John T., must. Sept. 5, 1801 : wounded ; died June 29, 1862,

Charleston, S. C.

Jones, Leonard, must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; re-enl. and trans, to U. S. Navy,

April 28, 1804.

Jackson, Edwin, must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; died March 21, 1804, Bedloe's Is-

land, N. Y.

Lessey, William H., must. Dec. 22, 1802 ; died Oct. 19, 1804, Florence,

S. C.

Lahey, .John, must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; wounded June 14, 1802 ; disch. for dis-

ability, Dec. 12, 1802.

Mehan, Charles F., must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1803 ; must, out

July 20, 1805.

Mehan, Jas., must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; must, out July 20, 1865, Goldsboro', N. C.

Martin, James, must. Sept. 5, 1861.

Martin, Lewis, must. Sept. 5, 1861.

Mildeni, John, must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. and killed at Drury's Bluff,

May 10, 1804.

Nash, Frank R.,must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; must, out May 22, 1805, Hartford,

Conn.

Parke, Henry, must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 12, 1804, at expiration

of term.

Shelton, Daniel R., must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; re-enl. and killed at Drury's

Bluff, May 10, 1804.

Veali, Wheeler J., must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1863
;
wounded;

must, out July 20, 1865.

Waterman, George B., must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1863';

wounded ; must, out July 20, 1865.

Waterman, Joseph, must. Sept. 5, 1801; died of wounds, July 16, 1862.

Webb, George, must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; wounded June 14, 1862 ; re-enlisted

;

must, out July 20, 1865.

Webb, William F., must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1863 ; must, out

June 19, 1865.

Guireppe, T., must. Oct. 10, 1863 ; wounded June 17, 1864 ; must, out

July 20, 1805.

Boyle, J., miist. Oct. 24, 1803 ; trans, to Navy, April 28, 1864.

Jamson, Charles, must. Oct. 21,1863; died at Andei'sonville, Ga., April 26,

1864.

King, Joseph, must. Feb. 15, 1864 ; must, out July 28, 1865.

McCarson, J., must. Oct. 28, 1863.

Tecomey, S., must. Oct. 20, 1803 ; wounded ; must, out July 20, 1865.

Company F.

H. Bondois, must. Oct. 24, 1863; wounded; must, out July 20, 1865.

J. Petit, must. Oct. 27, 1803 ; wounded ; must, out July 20, 1865.

S. Kieciardi, must. Oct. 27, 1863 ; died Oct. 29, 1864.

R. Schinedhauser, must. Oct. 20, 1863 ; must, out July 20, 1865.

Company A.

J. Brown, must. Oct. 24, 1863 ; trans, to Navy.

William Brien, must. Oct. 28, 1863; trans, to Navy.

Jolin 0. Berg, must, out Oct. 28, 1863; disch. July 16, 1865.

E. Fischers, must. Oct. 27, 1863.

K. A. Wanshaff, must. Oct. 23, 1863 ; killed Oct. 13, 1864.

Company B.

P. Kelley, must. Jan. 5, 1804 ; must, out June 5, 1805.

Company G.

W. H. Coley, must. Sept. 7, 1861 ; died June 22, 1864.

H. Boysen, must. Oct. 28, 1863 ; trans, to Navy, April 22, 1864.

T. Wallett, must. Oct. 24, 1863 ; trans, to Navy, April 27, 1864,
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Company H.

L. Strauss, must. Oct. 24, 18G3.

Jnmes Sullivan, must. Oct, 24, 1803 ; trans, to Navy, April 28, 1804.

Thomas Sullivan, must. Oct. 24, 1803; trans, to Navy, April 28, 1804.

J. P. Thompson, must. Oct. 24, 1803; must, out May 31, 1805.

Company T.

George Buyer, must. Oct. 24, 1803; must, out July 20, 1805.

W. L. Colton, must. Oct. 3(1, 1803 ; must, out .July 20, 1805.

Edward Eugan, must. Oct. 30, 1803
;
wounded May 10, 1804.

William Foley, must. Oct. 24, 1803; disch. Dec. 12, 1804.

M. F. Feely, must. Oct 23, 1803 ; died Aug. 0, 1864.

K. W. Patterson, must. Oct. 20, 1803 ; trans, to Navy, April 28, 1804.

Hugh Ward, must. Oct. 20, 1803 ; must, out July 20, 1805.

Company K.

Betbka, Charles, must. Oct. 20, 1803; killed at Bermuda Hundred, Va.,

Jan. 2, 1804.

Brother, Henry, must. Oct. 23, 1803.

Gerold, William, must. Oct. 31, 1803 ; must, out July 20, 1805, Golds-

boro', N. C.

Heyne, Paul, must. Oct. 20, 1803 ; killed June 2, 1864.

Hulen, George, must. Oct. 26, 1863; must, out July 20, 1805, Goldsboro',

N. C.

Letter, Conrad, must. Oct. 27, 1863.

Kest, Theodore, must. Oct. 23,1803; wounded May 14,1804; must, out

July 20, 1805, Goldsboro', N. C.

EIGHTH REGIMENT.

Company A,

George Loudon, must. Sept. 27, 1801 ; must, out Dec. 3, 1865.

Company D.

James Carpenter, must. July 14, 1864.

Company E.

J. R. Semmons, must. Sept. 25, 1861 ; died Nov. 10, 1862.

Company F.

F. Gurtman, must. July 27, 1864.

Company G.

William McDougal, must. July 20, 1864 ; must, out Dec. 12, 1865.

Company H.

N. E. Hickok, must. Oct. 2, 1801
;
captured Oct. 29, 1864.

A. Van Warner, must. Aug. 16, 1804; captured Sept. 18, 1804.

Seymore, George W., must. Sept. 23, 1801 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 18,

1862, N. T.

Comb, Sylvanus C, must. Sept. 25, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Oct. 7,

1802.

Millard, John C, must. Sept. 23, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 22, 1864, at expiration

of term.

Raymond, Henry, must, Sept. 23, 1861; died March 18, 1862, Hatteras

Inlet, N. C.

Henry, William, must. July 13, 1864; must, out Aug. 27, 1805, Fortress

Monroe, Va.

Thomas Connor, must. Sept. 27, 1801
;
pro. to 2d lieut., March 3, 1865.

P. Shaughniess, must. Oct. 30, 1801 ; died Aug. 14, 1802.

E. Murray, must. Oct. 30, 1801 ; disch. April 8, 1802.

E. Murphy, must. Oct. 30, 1801 ; must, out Aug. 30, 1805.

J. I. Cain, must. Nov. 25, 1861 ; died April 2, 1804.

Company I,

Frederick, W. Jackson, captain; must. Sept. 21, 1801 ; res. May 5, 1862.

Taylor, Henry H., must. Sept. 21, 1861 ; died Jan. 12, 1802, Annapolis,

Md.

Boemin, Charles A., must. Sept. 21, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 20, 1864, at expira-

tion of term.

McKay, John, must. Sept. 21, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Feb. 6, 1863,

Frederick City.

Pratt, Joshua, must. Sept. 21, 1861 ; re-enl. June 11, 1864 ; must, out Dec.

12, 1865.

Company K.

Hart, Thomas, must. Dec. 2, 1801 ; re-anl. Jan. 0, 1804 ; trans, to Co. D

;

must, out Aug. 3, 1805.

Dikeman, George S., must. March 20, 1862 ; died Aug. 21, 1802, on board

steamer.

Patchen, Charles T., must. April 1, 1862 ; died Sept. 10, 1862, Hew Or-

leans.

ELEVENTH REGIMENT.

Company A.

George A. Soutlimayd, captain ; com. Nov. 27, 1801 ; res. July 18, 1862.

Samuel G. Hailey, first lieutenant ; must. Nov. 27, 1801
;
pro. captain ; r««.

Aug. 2, 1862.

Charles H. White, second lieutenant; com. Nov. 28, 1801
;
pro. first li>.ii-

tonant ; res. July 27, 1805.

Henry J. McDonald, sergeant; must. Nov. 27, IHOl
;
wounded; pro.

major; must, out Dec. 21, 1865.

David B. Mansfield, sergeant ; must. Nov. 24, 1801 ; re-enlisted ; wounded
;

pro. second lieutenant; di.scli. April 25, 1865.

Irving Stevens, sergeant; must. Nov. 24, 1861
;
wounded; disch. for dis-

ability, Dec. 3, 1862, Hartford, Conn.

Ira Taylor, nuist. Nov. 24, 1801 ; re-enlisted ; wounded May 14, 1802
;

must, out Dec. 21, 1865.

Christian G. Post, must. Nov. 24, 1801.

Franklin Clark, must. Nov. 24, 1801 ; wounded ; disch. Oct. 23, 1804, at

expiration of term.

Sylvester C. I'latt, must. Nov. 24, 1861 ; re-enlisted
;
pro. to second lieu-

tenant; must, out Dec. 21, 1805.

Edwin Babbitt, must. Nov. 24, 1801; re-enl. Dec. 13, 1804; must, out

Dec. 31, 1805.

Ambler, Peter W,, must. Nov. 24, 1801 ; re-enlisted
;
pro. to second lieu-

tenant ; must, out Dec. 21, 1865.

Bassett, Frederick, must. Nov. 24, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1864; must, out

Dec. 21, 1865.

Bassett, Samuel, must. Nov. 24, 1801 ; wounded May 4, 18C3 ; disch. Nov.

26, 1804, at expiration of term.

Beardslee, John B , must. Nov. 24, 1861 : re-enlisted ; must, out Dec. 21,

1805, City Point, Va.

Bradley, Pliilo P., must. Nov. 27, 1801; re-enlisted; must, out Dec. 21,

1805, City Point, Va.

Burns, Edward, must. Nov. 20, 1801 ; disch. to enl. in U. S. Army, Oct. 24,

1802.

Carley, Lewis, must. Nov. 24, 1801 ; re-enlisted ; must, out Dec. 21, 1865,

City Point, Va.

Conbey, James, must. Nov. 24, 1801 ; re-enlisted ; must, out Dec. 21, 1805,

City Point, Va.

Confroy, Edward, must. Nov. 14, 1861 ; wounded Sept. 17, 1862 ; disch. for

disability, Dec. 19, 1862.

Crittenden, Romeo, must. Nov. 20, 1861.

Case, John, must. Nov. 14, 1861.

Curtis, Edward, must. Nov. 27, 1861 ; trans, to Inv. Corps; disch. Aug.

14, 1865.

Fields, Elijah, must, Nov. 24, 1861 ; disch. for disabilitj-, Aug. 8, 1862.

Foley, Thomas, must. Nov. 14, 1861 ; re-enlisted ; must, out Dec. 21, 1865,

City Point, Va.

Foote, Grandison, must. Nov. 20, 1801 ; re-enlisted ; disch. July 6, 1865,

Manchester, Va.

Green, Patrick, must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; re-enl. June 1, 1864 ;
must, out Dec.

21, 1865.

Hamilton, William H., must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1864 ; must.

out Dec. 21,1865.

Hawley, Isaac H., must. Oct. 24, 1861.

Hawkins, John, must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 14, 1863 ; must, out Dec.

21, 1865. -

Hoyt, Edgar A., must. Nov. 14, 1861 ; disch. for disability. May 29, 1862,

at Newborn, N. C.

Hoyt, William F., must. Nov. 27, 1801 ; disch. for disability, Oct. 27. 1862,

at Newbern, N. C.

Hurd, Heni-y E., must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; disch. for disability, March 10, 1863,

at Hartford, Conn.

Leach, William, must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Aug. 9, 1862.

Mollory, Prentice A., must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Sept. 28,

1862.

Mollory, Joseph B., must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; re-enlisted ; killed at Cold Har-

bor, June 3, 1864.

Mantz, AVilliam, must. Nov. 20, 1861; re-cnl. Jan. 1, 1804: died Feb. 28,

1864.

Melvin, James, must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; disch. to enl. in V. S. Army, Oct. 24,

1862.

Milson, William, must. Nov. 14, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 3, 1864, at expiration

of term.
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Slorgan, Orlando, must. Nov. 27, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Oct. 4, 1862.

McGunness, P. M. E., must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Oct. 18,

1802, Washington, D. C.

McJohn, John, mnst. Nov. 27, 1861 ; disch. for disability, May 8, 1863, at

Old Point, Va.

Qiiien, Christian, must. Oct. 24,1861; re-eulisted; wounded; must, out

June 10, 1865.

Robertson, Aaron, must. Nov. 27, 1861; re-enlisted ; died Feb. 26, 1804.

Kockwell, Lorenzo D., must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Feb. 5,

1863, Washington, D. C.

Sands, James, must. Oct. 24, 1801 ; re-enlisted ; wounded ; must, out June

10, 1865.

Smith, Russell, must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, July 1, 1863.

Sniffins, John, must. Nov. 23, 1861 ;
pro. to first lieutenant.

Stevins, Asa, must. Oct. 24, 1801.

Stevins, Edward, must. Nov. 27, 1801 ; disch. for disability, Jan. 10, 1863.

Thompson, John C, must. Nov. 27, 1861 ; disch. for disability, May 29,

1862.

Walker, Edward, must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 13, 1863 ; died at An-

dersonville.

Wheeler, Solomon R., must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; disch. to enL in U. S. Army,

Oct. 24, 1862.

White, Cyrus N., must. Nov. 14, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 27, 1863,

at New Haven, Conn.

Michael Coyle, must. Jan. 21, 1864; wounded; must, out Dec. 21, 1861.

Wm. Dikeman, must. Jan. 5, 1804 ; died Aug. 7, 1804.

P. D. Fagan, must. Jan. 20, 1864 ; died Nov. 28, 1864.

John Fay, must. Feb. 16, 1864 ; killed June 3, 1804.

H. Howley, must. Feb. 9, 1804 ; must, out Dec. 21, 1865.

S. Hamilton, must. Feb. 9, 1864; wounded; must, out Sept. 16, 1865.

Hugh Lynch, must. March 15, 1804 ; nmst. out Dec. 21, 1805.

Charles Wooster, must. Feb. 10, 1804 ; must, out Dec. 21, 1865.

Company C.

A. Bergman, must. Oct. 25, 1801 ; disch. March 26, 1864.

0. Ermisch, must. Dec. 2, 1801 ; died March 21, 1802.

John Rooney, must. Dec. 2, 1861 ; must, out Dec. 21, 1865.

P. Simon, Ist, must. Dec. 2, 1801 ; disch. June 24, 1802.

P.Simon, 2d, must. Oct. 24, 1801 ; must, out Dec. 21,1865.

J. Van Gal, must. Doc. 2, 1861 ; died Feb. 22, 1864

John Maghi', must. Dec. 29, 1864 ; died Dec. 21, 1865.

Company I.

Henry A. Hull, must. Dec. 13, 1861; re-enl. Dec. 13, 1803; must, out

Dec. 21, 1805.

John Penly, must. Oct. 24, 1801 ; disch. for disability. May 30, 1802, at

Newbern, N. C.

M. Kniszynskek, must. Oct. 24, 1861
;
pro. to captain ; disch. May 25,

1805 ; "wounded.

E. H. Barnum, must. Dec. .3, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 8, 1862.

S. S. Germans, must. Oct. 24, 1801 ; disch. March 30, 1863.

W. Pendleton, must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 8, 1862.

W. Sniffins, must. Dec. 13, 1861.

TWELFTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

Bevans, Frederick, must. April 5,1864; died Feb. 4, 1865, at Salisbury,

N. C.

Hoyt, William 0., must. Nov. 19, 1861 ;
captured October, 1864.

Dikeman, George, must. Nov. 25, 1801 ; disch. Feb. 17, 1802.

Edgett, C. H., must. Nov. 19, 1801.

I. McAvoy, must. Dec. 18, 1861; must, out Aug. 19, 1805.

A. B. Piatt, must. Dec. 12, 1801 ; disch. Feb. 17, 1802.

Peter Riley, must. Jan. 8, 1802; wounded; must, out Aug. 12, 1805,

Ezra Woleman, must. Dec. 28, 1862; must, out Aug. 12, 1865.

J. H. White, must. Nov. 25, 1862 ; disch. June 27, 1802.

George Slawson, must. March 15, 1804 ; disch. Oct. 3, 1804.

Company E.

G. S. Dikeman, must. Nov. 25, 1801; disch. Feb. 17, 1802.

C. H. Edgett, must. Nov. 19, 1801.

Patrick Foley, must. Nov. 28, 1801 ; must, out Aug. 12, 1865.

1. McAvoy, must. Dec. 28, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 12, 1865.

A. B. Piatt, must. Dec. 12, 1801 ; disch. Feb. 17, 1802.

Peter Riley, must. Jan. 8, 1802; wounded; must, out Aug. 12, 1865.

E. Waterman, must. Dec. 28, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 12, 1865.

J. H. White, must. Nov. 25, 1801 ; disch. June 27, 1862.

Company F.

W. H. Waterman, must. April 27, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 12, 1865.

Charles Albin, must. March 20, 1804.

R. Davenport, must. Jan. 7, 1805.

George Jacobs, must. Jan. 12, 1865 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1805.

Peter MuUin, must. Jan. 5, 180.') ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

James Slawson, must. March 24, 1804.

0. Snyder, must. Jau. 3, 1865; must, out Aug. 2, 1805.

THIRTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company C.

J. W. Raymond, must. Feb. 10, 1862 ; must, out June 6, 1863.

B. T. Wilson, must. Dec. 30, 1861 ; disch. May 31, 1862.

Company D.

Thomas Hart, must. Dec. 16, 1864 ; must, out April 25, 1806.

C. O'Brien, must. Feb. 20, 1804 ; transferred.

FOURTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

John Palmer, must. Dec. 17, 1804.

John Smith, must. Dec. 17, 1804.

Thomas Slocum, must. Dec. 17, 1864.

Thomas Weaver, must. Dec. 17, 1864 ; disch. May 31, 1865.

FIFTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

C.S.Gray, must. July 17, 1802; pro. to second lieutenant; must, out

June 27, 1865.

J. H. Burwell, must. June 18, 1862 ; died Oct. 19, 1865.

George Barker, must. Aug. 2, 1862 ; must, out June 27, 1805.

S. C. Carpenter, must. July 28, 1802 ; must, out June 5, 1805.

William Pendly, must. July 25, 1802 ; disch. Feb. 4, 1803.

George R. Morgan, must. Aug. 4, 1802 ; must, out June 7, 1805.

George W. Higgins, must. July 29, 1802 ; must, out June 27, 1865.

H. D. Burroughs, nmst. Sept. 2, 1804 ; must, out June 27, 1865.

E. E. Sanford, must. July 25, 1862 ; must, out June 10, 1805.

Company E.

John Clark, must. Dec. 31, 1804.

Company F.

John Brown, must. Aug. 18, 1804 ; must, out July 20, 1865,

Company K.

E. Bradley, must. Sept. 14, 1804 ; disch. April 26, 1865.

P. Kiernan, must. Jan. 10, 1805.

T. Sullivan, must. Sept. 9, 1804 ; disch. Oct. 29, 1804.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

Dow, Charles E., must. Sept. 7, 1804; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Gray, Abel B., must. Aug. 24, 1864 ; must, out July 19, 1865, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Hull, Henry S., must. Sept. 5, 1864; must, out July 19,1805, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Ives. George W., must. Sept. 5,1864; must, out July 19, 1865, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Kinner, George A., must. Sept. 5, 1864; must, out July 19, 1865, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Searles, John H., must. Sept. 5, 1864; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Seymour, George W., must. Aug. 15, 1804; disch. for disability, June 23,

1805.

Joshua L. Day, commissary-sergeant; must. July 16,1862; disch. March

6, 1863.

Company C.

James E. Moore, captain ; must. July 18, 1862 ; killed July 1, 1863, Get-

tysburg, Pa.

Milton H. Daniels, first lieutenant ; must. July 18, 1802
;
pro. to captain

;

res. March 0, 1864.

Henry Quien, second lieutenant; must. July 22, 1862; pro. to captain;

disch. May 15, 1865.

William 0. Dauchy, sergeant ; must. Aug. 6,1862; killed July 1, 1863,

Gettysburg, Pa.
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August E. Bronson, sergeant ; must. July 22, 1802 ; dioJ July 5, IHfil!, of

wounds received at Gettysburg, Vii.

Willhuu L. Daniels, sergeant; must. July 1!), 1802
;
pro. to flint lieutenant;

must, out July 19, 1865.

George Scott, corporal; must. July 19,1802; must, out July 19,180.0,

Hilton Head, S. C.

Benjamin S. White, corpora] ; must. July 24, 1802; disclj. for disability,

Jan. 30, 1803.

Edward S. Warren, corporal ; must. Aug. 8, 18(;2.

George Dickens, corporal ; must. Aug. 8, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805,

Hilton Head, S. C.

William E. Baldwin, corporal; must. July 28, 1802; discli. for disability,

Dec. 22, 18i;2.

Lewis A. Ward, corporal ; must. Ang. 13, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805,

Hilton Head, S. C.

Justiu S. Keeler, musician ; must. July 19, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805,

Hilton Head, S. 0.

Horatio G. Jenkins, musician; must. July 19, 1802; must, out July It),

1805, Hilton Head, S. C.

Bailey, James M., must. Aug. 18, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805, Hil-

ton Head, S. C.

Brotherton, Charles, must. Aug. 14,1802; must, out July 19,1805, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Bronson, Orriu L., must. Aug. 15, 1802 ; must, out July 5, 1805, Now
York.

Bussing, Frederick H., must. July 19, 1802 ; discli. for disability, Jan.5,^

1803.

Benedict, John H., must. Aug. 12, 1802; wounded July,.1803.; trans, to.

Vet. Kes. Corps, Jan. 1, 1805.

Bradley, George F., must. Aug. 11, 1802; must, out Jan. 19, 1805, New
Haven, Conn.

Bradley, David, must. Aug. 8, 1802; disch.for disability, Dec. 18,.1803.

Bradley, Lewis, must. Aug. 9, 1802; must, out July 19, 180.5,. Hiltoa

Head, S. C.

Bouton, John W., must. Aug. 9,1802; wounded July, 1803; must, out

July 19, 1805.

Barber, George W., must. Aug. 11, 1802 ; wounded July,1803; must, out

July 19, 1805.

Booth, Henry, must. Aug. 14, 1862; trans, to Inv. Corps; must. out Juno

20, 1865, Washington, D. C.

Curtis, William H., must. July 23,1862; disch. for disability, Dec.3],

1862.

Clark, William A., must. Aug. 0, 1802; trans, to Inv. Corps; must, out

Aug. 19, 1805.

Clark, Samuel G., must. Aug. 0, 1S62; disch. Nov. 19^1863.

Day, Amos C, must. July 19,1802; must, out July 19,1805, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Downs, Samuel M., must. Aug. 0, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Delevan, Smith, must. Aug. 6,1862; died July 15, 1863, of wounds re-

ceived at Gettysburg.

Ferren, Charles Z., must. July 23, 1862 ; died Jan. 21, 1803, rhiladelphia,

Pa.

Fairchild, Alpheus B., must. July 28, 1802 ; must, out July 19,1865, Hil-

ton Head.

Feeks, Tliaddeus, must. Aug. 6, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head.

Foot, Joseph I., must. July 23, 1802 ; trans, to Vet. Bes. Corps, March 15,

1804.

Fry, Robert W., must. Aug. 4, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head.

Goodale, Frederick AV., must. July 20, 1802; must, out July 19, 1865^

Hilton Head.

Ganung, John, must. Aug. 9, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865, Hilton Head.
Griffin, Louis B., must. Aug. 4, 1862; disch. for disability, March 13,

1803.

Humphries, William, must. Aug. 11, 1802 ; must. out. July 19, 1805, Hil-

ton Head.

Jennings, Oscar S., must. July 22, 1862; trans, to Inv. Corps, Sept. 1,

1803.

Knapp, Edgar L., must. July 19, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head.

Kyle, James, must. Aug. 12, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton Head.
Kellogg, Norman, must. July 30, 1802; must, out July 10, 1SG5, Hilton

Head.

Morris, Theodore L., must. July 31, 1862 ; must, out July 10, 1865, New
Yoik.

McHugh, John, must. July 20, 1802 ; wounded July 13, Wa ; must, out

July 19, 1805, Hilton Head.

Otis, William F., must. July 19, 1802; must, out July 19, WA, Hllt'm

Head.

Osborn, Lewis P., must. Aug. 2.'), 1802; died Oct. 31, 18(;4, Floil la.

Purdy, George S., must. Aug. 12, 1802; must, out July I'J, 18(Vv, Hilton

Head.

Purdy, Daniel H., must. Aug. 14, 1862; dic-<i July 15, 18(13, of wounds

received at Gettysburg.

Bice, Kufus S., must. Aug. 19, 1802; disch. for disability, Jan. 17, 1863.

Kyan, Patrick, must. Aug. 11, 1862; traus. to Inv. Coriie, Aug. 1, 1803;

must, out June 28, 1805.

Small, C^iarles S, must. Aug. 14,1802; died Oct. 1, 1802, Fort Trunibnll,

Conn.

Sears, George, must. Aug. 16, 1802; disch. for disability, June 16, 180.5,

Jacksfjuville, Fla.

Stilson, David F., must. Aug. 14, 1862 ; trans, to Inv. Corfis, Dec. 15, 1803.

Taylor, Richard D., must. Aug. 14, 1802 ; killed July 2, 1803, Gettysburg,

Pa.

Warren, William must. July 20, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head.

Wilcox, Charles H., must. July 23, 1862; must, out June 8, 1«05, Hart-

ford, Conn.

Wood, Geoi-go L., must. July 22, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head.

Wood, George W., must. July 19, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head.

Wheeler, Moses A., must. Aug. 4, 1802; must, out July 19, 180.5, Hilton

Head.

Hawley, Henry P., must. Jan. 11, 1864 ; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head, S.C.

Wilcox, Arthur B., mu8t..Jan. 11,1804; must. out July 19, 1865, Hilton

Head, S..C.

Company D.

Dikeman, George, must. March 1, 1805 ; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Van Amburg, M., must.. Jan. 21, 1805 \. must, out July 19, 1805.

Company G.

Oboy, Bryan, must.. Aug. 20( 1802 ; trans, to Vet. Res. Corps ; must, out

June 28, 1805.

Collins, Stephen, must. Sept. 12, 1864; must, out July 19, 1865, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Kinney, Richard, must. Sept. 3, 1864; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head, S. C.
Company II.

Moore, William, must. Sept. 2, 1864.

Company I.

Confroy, Edward, must. Feb. 28, 1804; must, out July 19, 1805, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Magill, Bernard, must. Dec. 21, 1864 ; must, out July 19, 1865, Hilton

Head, S. C.

Medbury, John, must. Feb.3,lS65 ; must. out July 19, 1805, Hilton Head,

S. C.

Kiornan, Patrick, must. Jan. 10, 18G5; forwarded March 4, 1865; not

taken uj) on rolls.

Siillivan, Thomas, must. Sept. 9, 1864; disch. Oct. 22, 1864, New Haven,

Conn.
TWENTY-THIBD REGIMENT.

Company D.

Samuel Gregory, adjutant; must. Aug. 22, 1862: res. Feb. 28, 1S&3.

Eli Ferry, sergeant-major; must. .\ug. 20, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1S63.

James H. Jenkins, captain ; must. Aug. 10, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Frederick Starr, first lieutcuaut ; must. Aug. 10,1802; died Juno 24,1803,

of wounds received at La Fourche, La.

William H. Betts, second lieutenant; must. Aug. 18, 1802; pro. to first

lieutenant ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Henry L. Smith, sergeant ; must. Aug. 16, 1862 ;
pro. to second lieuten-

ant; disch. Aup. 31, 1803.

Oliver R. Jenkins, sergeant ; n>ust. Aug. 10, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31. 1803.

Harry L. Road, sergeant ; m\ist. Aug. 16, 1862; disch. .\ug. 31, 1863.

Charles B. Pickering, sergeant ; must. Aug. 21, 1862 ; disch. .\.ug. 31, 1863.

Azariol C. Fuller, sergeant; must. Aug. 19, 1862; disch. .\<ig. 31, 1S63.

John S. Thouiiisou, must. .\ug. 23, 1862 ; disch. .Vug. 31, 1,"*63.

John W. Hodges, must. .\.ug. 20, 1862; disch. .Vug. 31, 1863.

Abel B. Gray, must, Aug. 10, 1S62 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.
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Elias N. Osborn, must. Aug. 19, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 18G3.

Horace Bourne, must. Aug. 21, 1862: disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

David B. Hoyt, must. Aug. 20, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Eilwiu Barnum, must. Aug. 16, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Riibert L. Strattou, must. Aug. 26, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Josepli D. Bisliop, must. Aug. 16, 1862 : disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

George L. Smith, must. Aug. 18, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

John B. Smith, must. Aug. 22, 1862 ; discli. Aug. 31, 1863.

Armstrong, Edward, must. Sept. 1, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Amhier, Oscar W., must. Aug. 25, 1862 ; di,sch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Bell, John D., must. Aug. 19, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Ball, Andrew, must. Aug. 2i), 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Barry, Henry, must. Aug. 10, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Bailey, William E., must. Aug. 18, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Baler, Joseph T., must. Aug. 19, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Bradley, George C, must. Aug. 20, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Ball, George, must. Aug. 18, 1862 ; disch. Aug, 31, 1863.

Barlow, William E., must. Aug. 20, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Crofiit, Cliarles W., must. Aug. 19, 1862 ; died Aug. 10, 1863.

Conklin, Eugene, must. Aug. 22, 1802; d scli. Aug. 31, 1803.

Comstock, William E., Aug. 19, 1862 ; died March 28, 1863, LaFourclie, La.

Clark, Tlieodore, must. Aug. 20, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Clark, Francis F., must. Aug. 18, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Carlson, William A., must. Sept. 1, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Cowan, Edward, must. Aug. 19, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Downs, William W., must. Aug. 22, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Dunham, Frederick M., must. Aug. 18, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Deforest, George W., must. Aug. 18, 1802 ; died June 19, 1863, La Fourche,

La.

Gilbert, Egbert W., must. Aug. 20, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Griffith, Edwin M., must. Aug. 20, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Green, Cliarles, must. Sept. 1, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Hodge, Reuben C, must. Aug. 21, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Hodge, Hiiam H., must. Aug. 21, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Hoyt, Charles H., must. Aug. 22, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Hoyt, Daniel E., must. Aug. 22, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Hoyt, William P., must. Aug. 20, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Hull, Graham E., must. Aug. 26, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Hine, Edward A., must. .\ug. 20, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Hawley, Henry, must. Aug. 19, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 180.3.

Hawley, Clark, must. Aug. 22, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Hadden, Hiram H., must. Aug. 20, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Hoyt, George W., must. Aug. 10, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Hagan, James G., must. Aug. 16, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Kinner, Augustus, must. Aug. 22, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Knapp, Michael F., must. Aug. 10, 1802; died Aug. 14, 1863, on board

transportation steamer " Chancellor."

Knapp, John, Jr., must. Aug. 26,1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Knapp, Ira S., must. Aug. 20, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Lehwald, Jacob, must. Aug. 26, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Lockwood, Hiram, must, Aug. 22, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Mallony, William P., must. Aug. 18, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Murry, Richard M., must. Aug. 22, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Maynard, .lames L., must. Aug. 21, 1802; disch. May 8, 1803.

Manley, Ira B., must. Aug. 20, 1802 : disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Northrop, Lewis H., must. Sept. 1, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Noble, John F., must, Aug. 22, 1802: disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Roseboom, Burton L., must. Aug. 22, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Raymond, John M., must. Aug. 18, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Sturgis, Henry B., must. Aug. 21, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Smith, William, must. Aug. 29, 1802: disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Sanford, Theodore, must. Aug. 22, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Scott, Sylvester J., must. Aug. 20, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Trowbridge, Oliver E., must. Aug. 20, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Tompkins, Reuben, must. Aug. 29, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Veats, Henry B., must. Aug. 20, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Wood, Frederick F., must. Aug. 21, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Wheeler, .\bel M., must. Aug. 29, 1802 ; died of wounds, June 24, 1803.

Wheeler, Theodore, must. Aug. 22, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Wygant, Edgar, must. Aug 20, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Wildman, Ezra G., must. Aug. 19, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Waterman, Charles B., must. Aug. 20, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Company E.

Charles H. Downs, must. Aug. 29, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Company F.

David K. Leach, must. Aug. 30, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Company G.

Barnum, George W., must. Aug. 26, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Dikeman, William H., must. Aug. 23, 1802: disch. Aug. .31, 1863.

Dikeman, Edgar H., must. Aug. 23, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Goodale, Ennis, must. Sept. 7, 1802 ; died Juno 8, 1863, La Fourche, La.

Hamilton, Starr, must. Sept. 24, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Hostan, James G., must. Aug. 20, 1802 ; disch. about June 10, 1863.

Stone, Russel W., must. Aug. 23, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Wheeler, George W., must. Sept. 7, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Waterman, Harrison, must. Aug. 23, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Woodruff, Albert, must. Aug. 23, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

White, Joshua J., must. Oct. 31, 1862.

Company K,

Samuel G. Bailey, captain; must. Aug. 26,1802
;
captured June 23,1803.

George Quien, second lieutenant; must. Sept. 6,1862; disch. Aug. 31,

1863.

Thomas McKay, sergeant; must. Aug. 30, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

John Allen, sergeant; must. Sept. 10, 1802 ; dis^Ii. Aug. 31, 1803.

Charles H. Frank, corporal ; must. Sept. 9, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Heuiy A. Buckingham, musician; must. Aug. 29, 1802; disch. Aug. 31,

1803.

Bayer, Henry, must. Sept. 9, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Barsley, Elbert, must. Aug. 29, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Bush, Peter, must. Sept. 10, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Bartrani, George, must. Sept. 1, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Croal, James C, must. Sept. 11, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Crane, John W., must. Aug. 30, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Croal, John A., must. Aug. 2S, 1862; disch. Aug. :n, 1863.

Carmody, Michael, must. Sept. 3, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Davis, Martin, must. Aug. 28, 1862; disch. Dec. 3, 1863.

Desbrow, David, must. Sept. 0, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Desbrow, Charles E., must. Sept. 10, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Dunlavy, Patrick, must. Sept. 10, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Daniels, Henry, must. Sept. 11. 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Evarts, Joseph E., must. Aug. 30, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Gaffney, John, must. Sept. 11, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Haviland, Michael, must. Sept. 10, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Hulslander, Frank A., must. Sept. 10, 1802.

Hoyt, Henry A., must. Sept. 11, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Haberman, John, must. Sept. 11, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Husk, Jacob H., must. Aug. 21, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Jackson, George A., must. Aug. 20, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Miller, Mathew S., must. Aug. 2S, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Monroe, Stephen, must. Aug. 29, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1862.

McKay, Francis, must. Aug. 30, 1862; disch. April 4, 1863.

Mabie, Elnathau N., must. Aug. 21, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Mansfield, Philo F., must. Aug. 26, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Morrison, Richard, must. Aug. 28, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

BIcAuley, Francis, must. Aug. 20, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

McNabb, Robert, must. Sept. 3, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Perry, Philander L., nmst. Sept. 1, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Robinson, Thomas G., must. Aug. 28, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Rogers, George W., must. Aug. 29, 1862.

Stevenson, Samuel, must. Aug. 2S, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Sproal, Charles, must. Sept. 0, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Selleck, George R., must. Aug. 30, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Smith, Francis B., must. Sept. 9, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Stevens, Frederick W., must. Sept. 10, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Smith, Heman C, must. Sept. 0, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Seriine, Orrin, must. Sept. 1, 1802 ; died Aug. 29, 1802, New Haven, Conn.

Taylor, James H., must. Aug. 28, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Wood, Cyrus, must. Sept. 10, 1862; died.

Wheeler, Selali T., must. Aug. 29, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Willimann, Joseph, must. Sept. 10, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Wheeler, Moses, must. Aug. 20, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

FIFTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company K.

Edwin Bradley, must. April 22, 1861 ; disch. April 20, 1865.

TWENTY-NINTH REGIMENT.

Company F.

C. B. Array, must. Dec. 22, 1863 ; disch. March 20, 1865.

A. Prince, must. Dec. 22, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1805.

Company H.

J. Barker, must. January, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.
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Compnmj I.

Charles Smitli, must. Dec. 27, 18G4; must, out Oct. 24, 180.5.

William Johnson, must. March 27, 1863.

THIBTIETII REGIMENT.

Company A.

Joseph W. Edwards, must. Oct. 13, 1803 ; disch. May 27, 1805.

The following deceased soldiers arc buried in

Danbury

:

WOOSTER CEMETERY.

Capt. Macy Deming, Capt, S. L. White, Thomas G. Rohinson, Orrino Si-

riue, Abel B. Gray, Ahel M. Wheeler, Henry 11. Taylor, Aaron L.

Robertson, Graham E. Hull, Christopher Grim, George Beebe, Wil-

liam B. Davis, John R. Smith, Joseph W. Raymond, Capt. Samuel

H. Starr, Thomas B. Reed, James Howarth, Col. A. Cliichester, Theo-

dore Morris, Amos Morris, Capt. William K. Comstock, Samuel T.

Scribner, William E. Doane, William Lcacli, William Dikeman,

Michael H. Knapp, William E. Comstock, Prince A. Halstcad, E. B.

Chase, John S. Morris, Abrani Cambell, Col. Nelson L. White, George

B. Gray, Dr. Williman, AVilliam A. Daniels, John SnilHn, Gardiner

E. Greene, Dr. E. F. Hendiick, Amos T. Purdy, Charles A. Fields,

Amos Hoyt, William Mantz, Henry Taylor, Charles A. Small, George

Sears, William Patch, William F. Page, Stephen Monroe, Chauncey

L. Rowland, Thomas S. Weed, William L. Hyatt, Lieut. S. S. Stevens,

Capt. S. G. Bailey, Keros Comes, Sidney H. Thompson, Capt. G. M.

Godfrey, Capt. B. F. Skinner, Edgar Knapp, George Ilaviland, Wil-

liam A. Clark, Homer B. Wildman, Theodore Barimm, Fred C. Bar-

num, William A. Carlson, E. W. Judson, George F. Biiiley, James

Blissard, Capt. H. C. Hall, Augustus S. Trowbridge, William H. Gar-

rett, Ed. Hoyt, Charles Crofut, Moses Wheeler, Joseph Bishop, Capt.

James E. Moore, Col. W. E. Moegling, Robert S. Stratton, War of the

Rebellion, George W. Stratton, War of 1812, Richard W. Stratton,

War of Revolution (all of one family), Samuel Downs, Johu B. Byer-

ley, Lieut. Fred Starr, Henry Dikeman, Edgar K. Carlcy.

CATHOLIC CEMETERY.

Edward Cowan, M. Carmody, Joseph McMahon, Michael McMahon,

Thomas Kinney, Patrick Barrett, Patrick Lilley, John McCauley,

Thomas Pelley, James Ryan, Frank McCauley, Henry Scollins, J.

Ward, Meyers, John McGuire, Patrick Daniels, N. McGuire.

WOOSTER STREET BURYING-GROUND.

Henry B. Crofut, Henry Hawley, Charles Wilson, David F. Sfilson,

Charles Dikeman, Lieut. Thomas T. Urmtou.

NORTH MAIN STREET.

William Pendley, Grandison D. Foote.

THE SOLDIERS' MONUMENT.

This granite shaft, commemorative of the patriot

dead of Danbury, stands on the plot of ground made
vacant by the removal of the First Congregational

church, at the intersection of West with Main Street,

and was unveiled with appropriate ceremonies June

27, 1880. It is of Westerly granite, and stands,

completed, thirty-two feet high. It is a circular

column resting upon six pieces consisting of lower

base, plinth, mould, die, cap, and column mould.

These several parts make a combined height of ten

feet. The column is twelve feet high, with a diam-

eter of twenty-six inches ; the cap surmounting the

column is two feet, and uj)on this rests the figure

of a soldier bearing a flag in his right hand, while

against his left side rests a cavalry sword. The figure

is five feet eight inches high, and the staff" of the flag

is two feet higher. On the die on the side facing

Main Street is the inscription

:

TO OCR BROTHERS,
DKLOVKn, HONOKKn, IIKVKIIKI),

WHO WKI) THAT

Ouu Cou.NTnv MKJirr Live.

On the West Street face is

TIIK DKFKN'DKBg

OF

THE UNION.

The other two sides arc blank.

The shaft or column is encircled with a band, on

which are engraved the names of prominent battle.s,

as follows: Bull Hun, Wilderness, Antietam, P'red-

ericksburg, Gettysl)urg, Chancellorsville, Appomat-

tox, Petersl)urg, Port Hudson.

The whole, except the figure, is of granite. The

figure is of Italian marble and was carved in Italy.

The price of the whole was four thousand dollars, but

the committee secured it for three thousand five hun-

dred dollars, the builders donating five hundred dol-

lars towards the cost. In a western town is a monu-

ment nearly like it, which cost seven thousand dollars,

and engravings of it show it to be not half so hand-

some. The people of Danbury are to be congratulated

on securing this handsome work of art as a memorial

to her noble dead.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

JOHN W. BACON.

John W. Bacon, born in Hartford, June 9, 1827

;

graduated at Trinity College in 1846, taking the first

appointment in his class. Soon after his graduation

he became principal of an academy in Essex, Conn.,

which position he resigned to commence the study of

law in the office of Hon. Isaac Toucey, in Hartford,

remaining with him till the spring of 1848, when he

adopted the profession of civil engineering. In this

capacity he was employed on the first surveys of the

present New York and New England Railroad from

Hartford to Willimaiitic, remaining during the build-

ing of that part of the road, taking charge, among
other important work, of the present Union Depot

and Connecticut River Bridge, at Hartford, and of

the heavy rock-cut at Bolton Notch.

After the completion of this work he spent two

years on the surveys and construction of the Danbury

and Norwalk Railroad, and was then recalled to Hart-

ford to assume the position of superintendent of the

Hartford, Providence and Fishkill Railroad, between

Providence and Waterbury, also a part of the present

New York and New England road. Five yeai-s were

spent in this capacity, when he went to Western Vir-

ginia to take charge of the operation and develop-

ment of extensive coal-mines and salt-works at West

Columbia, on the Ohio River. Here he remained

about two years, when he returned to Danbury to

'become in July, 1850, superintendent and chief engi-
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neer of the Danbury and Norwalk Railroad, con-

tinuing in the position until Jan. 1, 1877. In the fall

of that year he was appointed by Governor Hubbard
one of the board of railroad commissioners, which

office he still holds.

During his residence in Danbury, Mr. Bacon has

been active in the promotion of desirable public im-

provements. The present water-works Avere origi-

nated and engineered by him in 1860, as is testified to

by the inscription on the stone slab at the lower reser-

voir. At the completion of the works he became one

of the board of water commissioners, continuing as

such till 1876, since which time he has been secretary

of the board. Until quite recent years the borough

was without a public hall, and, to supply this long-felt

and growing necessity, Mr. Bacon, in 1860, organized

a joint-stock company called the " Danbury Public

Hall Company," which purchased the old Congrega-

tional church, standing where the soldiers' monument
now stands, and fitted it up with a pleasant and com-

modious hall, which well served the public demands

until the building of the present opera-house, in 1873.

In 1871 the agricultural society of the town seemed

likely to cease to exist, and the organization of the

company composing the present Danbury Agricul-

tural Society is due to the efforts of John W. Bacon.

Under his direction a stock company was formed, of

which he is now president, which has so conducted the

affairs of the society as to lead to most conspicuous

prosperity and success. Its annual fairs are attended

by crowds so immense as to totally eclipse in point of

number the attendance at all similar exhibitions, not

excepting even that of the State Fair. This unprece-

dented ijrosperity, it is believed, is mainly attributa-

ble to the inflexible enforcement of the rules ex-

cluding the sale of intoxicants, to the exclusion of

wheel pools or other gambling devices too often per-

mitted at such exhibitions to absorb the money of the

unwary, and to the faithful performance of all that is

advertised.

Mr. Bacon has been a director of the savings bank

of Danbury since 1863, and for many years a member
of the Board of Education.

Dec. 20, 1852, he was married to Miss Caroline E.,

daughter of Dr. Russel B. Botsford, for many years a

leading physician in Danbury. Miss Botsford was

granddaughter of Matthew B. Whittlesey, formerly

a leading lawyer of the place. The children of Mr,

and Mrs. Bacon are Sarah W., Eliza W.,—married

May 14, 1879, to G. Mortimer Eundle, son of Samuel

H. Rundle, of the firm of Rundle & White,—and

John Russel Bacon.

Mr. Bacon is still in vigorous health and in the full

possession of matured faculties trained and disciplined

by a most varied experience. In him is exemplified

the aphorism, "The shallows murmur while the

depths are dumb." Quiet and unassuming, one re-

ceives the impression that beneath that quiet exterior

there is force, energy, and a resolute determination:

which overcomes all obstacles, and on his countenance

is stamped the impress of truthfulness and fidelity.

With urbanity of manner is combined great force of

character and unyielding determination in the face of

difficulties, and a gentleness of manner which shows

that great force of will is not inconsistent with kind-

ness and consideration for the feelings of others.

Long may he be spared to Danbury to the enjoyment

of the love and respect he has so deservedly won

!

CHARLES HULL.

Charles Hull, one of Danbury's most successful

mei'chants and business men, traces his descentthrough

a long line of ancestry from George Hull, a settler in

Dorchestei-, Mass., in 1630.

His paternal grandfather. Chapman Hull, was a

farmci' in Redding ; married Esther Buckley, and had
three children,—Morris, Henry C, and George.

The father of the subject of this sketch, Morris

Hull, was a man of more than ordinary ability, and
at the time of his death, on the threshold of manhood,

had already laid the foundation of a prosperous ca-

reer. His advantages for an early education were

limited to the common schools of the vicinity of his

boyhood home, but his eager desire for intellectual

improvement induced him to devote many of his even-

ings and much of his intervals of leisure to the ac-

quirement of knowledge, and when yet a very young
man was found qualified and engaged to teach school

in Danbury.

He began his career as a merchant in Redding, re-

moving thence to Huntington, where he remained

two years, and then removed to Manlius Square, in the

central part of the State of New York, and was the

pioneer merchant of that place. Near this place he

built a warehouse on the Erie Canal, and the place

was called Hull's Landing after him, which name it

still retains. He saw opening before him a bright

career as a merchant in the rapidly-growing country,

but was permitted to enjoy the prospect but a short

time. Going to New York City to replenish his stock

of goods, on his way home he visited his grandmother,

in Redding, at whose house lay his eldest son stricken

with fever. Watching at the bedside of his prostrate

son he contracted the malady, malignant typhoid, of

which he died, at the age of thirty-two, leaving a

widow and six small children dependent almost en-

tirely upon their own exertions for their support.

The business and effects of the father and husband in

the new country were disposed of, and the following

spring the family returned to Redding.

At the age of seven Charles Avas "put out to work"

with a farmer, remaining four years, and as evidence

that they were not years of unmixed pleasure or of

pampered, nurturing ease, and as indicative of the

character of the man whose prot£g6 he was, one inci-

dent will suffice : Charles was very fond of the Sunday-
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school. The one most accessible to him was held at

the church, three miles away by road, and more than

two miles across lots through the woods. This school

he was desirous of attending, and was permitted to do

so on condition that he would carry his shoes in his

hand until he came to a certain stone wall close by

the church, when he might put them on, wear them

through school hours and to the stone wall on his

return, taking them off at this point and carrying

them in his hand home. Charles accepted, performed

the conditions, and attended Sunday-school. Four

years later, at the age of eleven, he left this home, go-

ing to Redding Ridge. Here he found employment

with the builder of the Episcopal church (yet stand-

ing), placing the stones in the trenches upon which

the foundation of that edifice rests, and to receive as

compensation the munificent sum of twenty-five cents

per day. This Charles supposed was inclusive of

board, but upon this point he was anything but agree-

ably enlightened, while at supper on the day his task

was finished, by a conversation between his employer

and wife, during which it transpired that he was to

be charged for board. By a simple and not unreason-

able compiitation it was estimated that a fine healthy

boy would eat twenty-five cents' worth per day, espe-

cially as he worked hard, and as his wages amounted

to just that amount the account was easily balanced.

But the wife—a mother mayhap—the woman always

tenderer than man, thought "the boy ought to have

something," and "the boy" was given twenty-five

cents. Twenty-five cents for performing all the labor

attendant upon the laying of the entire sub-founda-

tion of a church, together with what coarse food he

ate while doing the work, was his entire compensation.

But we doubt if Napoleon ever received with prouder

triumph the crown from conquered potentate than

was experienced by Charles when these his first earn-

ings were placed in his hand. This was young Hull's

first experience, and the lesson taught was not lost,

for in his next engagement, in which his services were

given for his board, clothes, and schooling, each item

of compensation was fully stipulated in the agree-

ment.

At the age of sixteen Charles went to Norwalk to

learn the trade of tinsmith, which he spent four years

in acquiring. During these years his evenings, in-

stead of being devoted to recreation and pleasure,

as were the evenings of most of the appi-entices asso-

ciated with him, were spent in hard work, attending

to customers and in mastering the business, and so

proficient did he become that during the last years of

his apprenticeship he was given almost entire charge

of his employer's business. The concern in which he
was employed failed during the great depression of

1836-37, and with but twelve cents in his pocket he
turned his steps from New Haven, whither he had
gone in pursuit of employment, to Danbury, thirty-

six miles distant, which he reached by the way of Red-
ding, the home of his grandmother, having walked

the entire distance, forty-three miles. In Danbury

he found work at his trade, as foreman in the shop of

Mr. A. Rogers.

In the spring of 1843, witli a thorough knowledge

of his trade, with little capital, but with invincible

courage and untiring industry and energy, he began,

in a small way, business for himself. For thirty-seven

years he has conducted the business of tin-, iron-, and

copper-ware manufacturer in Danbury, and kept in

connection therewith one of the largest general fur-

nishing stores in the State, and in his career as a

business man presents a useful lesson to the poor,

struggling but ambitious boy, starting as he did with

nothing but willing hands, a stout heart, and a deter-

mination to succeed, and by industry, foresight, and

economy accumulating a fortune and indejjendent

position among men.

While Mr, Hull's business interests have always

been large, varied, and engrossing, he has yet found

much time to devote to the public. During the war

a portion of the time he was selected as agent to look

after the interests of his town ; he was a director in

the Danbury Bank when it was a State institution,

and one of the originators of the Pahquioque Bank,

of which he has always been a director. He is also

director in several of the large manufacturing corpo-

rations of Danbury ; has been selectman, and for

several years jjast has been town agent.

We relate an incident in Mr. Hull's life which, if

it neither "points a moral" nor "adorns a tale," is at

least illustrative of the vicissitudes, the ups and

downs, of life. While the subject of this memoir was

yet a young barefooted boy working among the farm-

ers of his native town, he one afternoon strolled into

Danbury. He had often heard of the palatial resi-

dence and aristocratic family of the late Seth Corn-

stock, Esq., and as he sauntered up the main street

Jiis attention was attracted by an imjjosing array of

carriages before the mansion. The occasion was the

marriage of Mr. Comstock's son, a broker in New
York, and was being conducted with much pomp and
ceremony. One of the features was a carpet laid from

the door to the carriages for the guests to walk on.

Charles had never seen anything of the kind before,

and it made an impression upon his young mind, and
led to indulgence in mental speculations. What
those speculations were does not transpire

;
visionary

enough they seemed to him, no doubt, but how they

appear viewed retrospectively we leave to be inferred,

affording to the reader these data : To-day yir. Hull
owns the ground whereon that mansion stood, to-

gether with the fine block of buildings covering it,

built by himself

Mr. Hull was married Nov. 18, 1840, to Miss Han-
nah E., daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth ,\mbler,

of Danbury. Their children are Harriet E., now
Mrs. Alexander McNie, of Winona, Minn., Mary E.,

now Mrs. Granville W. Hoyt, of Danbury, Frederick

A., Thomas A., and "Sarah M.
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KOGER AVERILL.

Roger Averill was born in Salisbury, in Litchfield

Co., Conn., on the 14th day of August, 1809. His

father, Nathaniel P. Averill, and his mother, Mary
Whittlesey, were natives of Washington, in the same

county, and were worthy representatives of the best

type of the New England character.

Mr. Averill received his early training on the farm,

and was thoroughly impressed with a sense of the

value of time and of the importance of personal

effort to achieve success. Habits of industry were

formed in youth, and continued in practice in after-

life. Every facility which the best common schools

could furnish was placed within his reach for the

acquisition of knowledge and mental improvement;

and fortunately for him his native town had within

its limits two valuable public libraries, to which he

had free access. These proved to be of inestimable

advantage in supplying him with the means of ac-

quiring knowledge from books. They were often

consulted and much read, and greatly contributed to

the proper unfolding and moulding of his character

and shaping his subsequent life.

At the age of eighteen years Mr. Averill com-

menced teaching a common school, and at the same

time he began the study of the Latin without the aid

of an instructor. Self-reliant and ambitious, he made
considerable progress in preparatory studies before he

fully decided to take a college course, and his friends

had no knowledge of his wishes or his intentions in

regard to an education. His older brother, Chester

Averill, then a graduate of and a professor in Union

College, New York, learning that some progress had

been made in preparatory studies, favored his contin-

uance in them, with a view to a full course, and fur-

nished the necessary and appropriate books. Thus

encouraged and strengthened, he at once decided to

go to college, and applied himself vigorously and

wholly to the work of preparation.

In 1828 he became a member of the, freshman class

in Union College, and graduated with honor and dis-

tinction in 1832. He remained at college a resident

graduate for a few months, and then returned to Sal-

isbury and opened a select school, which proved to be

a complete success. The number of applications for

admission was greater than could be accommodated.

The people of the town took measures to erect imme-

diately a suitable permanent academy to meet the

public wants. Mr. Averill continued as principal of

this school for one year, and when it was in a full

tide of prosperity he abandoned school-teaching and

commenced the study of law.

He entered the office of the Hon. Samuel Church,

then a judge of the Supreme Court, who afterwards

became chief justice of the State of Connecticut. He
was admitted to the bar of Litchfield County in 1836,

and at once opened an office for the practice of law in

Salisbury. He had immediately his full share of the

law business of that and the neighboring towns in

that part of the county, and had the confidence and

support of his fellow-citizens, who conferred upon
him many official trusts and responsibilities.

He represented the town of Salisbury in the Gen-

eral Assembly in 1843. He removed to Danbury in

1849, where he now resides. Since his removal he

has held various public and responsible offices. Two
years he was judge of the Court of Probate for the

district of Danbury, twelve years a trustee of the

State Normal School at New Britain, and a member
of the State Board of Education for three years.

Four years, from 1862 to 1866, he was Lieutenant-

Governor of the State of Connecticut. For many
years he has been and now is a director in the Dan-

bury National Bank and a trustee of the savings

bank of Danbury ; also a director and treasurer of

the Danbury Mutual Fire Insurance Company from

the time of its organization in 1851.

In 1868 he represented the town of Danbury in the

Legislature of this State.

He has been twice married. His first wife was

Miss Maria D. White, of Danbury, who died in Feb-

ruary, 1861, leaving four children,—two daughters

and two sons, the latter being members of the legal

profession in practice in this State. His present wife

was Miss Mary A. Perry, of Southport, Conn.

EDWA'RD SMITH DAVIS.

Edward Smith Davis comes of Welsh ancestry, who
settled in Hartford as early as 1640. His grandfather

was captured during the Revolution as one of the

prominent citizens of Bloomfield and released on

parole. His father, Caleb Smith Davis, was a farmer

in Bloomfield, N. J. He served in the war of 1812-

14. The sword worn by him as major is still in the

possession of his son. His children were Louisa J.,

Charles M., Joseph H., Edward S., and Mary W., all

of whom are living and all save one have families. It

is a remarkable fact, worthy of record, that there has

been but one death in this family in fifty-eight years.

E. S. Davis remained with his father until his twen-

tieth year, receiving academical educational advan-

tages. At this age he went to Boston to engage in

the manufacture of paper boxes, the business being

at this time in its infancy. He took charge of busi-

ness already established by his brother-in-law, S. A.

Brower, the pioneer paper-box maker in this country,

who is still living at an advanced age. The business

was in charge of an agent, whom young Davis soon

discovered to be conducting it dishonestly, much to

Mr. Brower's loss.

In 1852, Mr. Davis came to Danbury, borrowing six

dollars to defray the expenses of the journey. He
came to engage in his present business of box-making,

with Mr. Brower as silent partner. This copartner-

ship lasted one and a half years, at the end of which
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time Mr. Davis bought Mr. Brower's intcrcHt, and has

since conducted the business alone.

May, 1855, Mr. Davis was married to Jane II.,

daughter of Bracy and Hannah Scofield, of Daubury.

Their children were Samuel A., Eobert W., and Ed-

ward S., Jr. Mrs. Davis died in September, 1874.

In November, 1875, Mr. Davis married Hannah,
daughter of Elijah Gregory, of Danbury. Their chil-

dren are Herbert E. and Anna L.

Mr. Davis has been elected to the office of burgess

for two terms, and four times to the position of war-

den of the borough. In 1878 he represented his town

in the State Legislature, and again the following year.

He has been appointed assignee in the failure of sev-

eral firms and is trustee and guardian for minor chil-

dren, holding considerable sums of money in trust.

In 1861 he was a member of the Wooster Guards,

which played a prominent part in the late war. At
the call of the President the company was called

together by its captain, and a vote was taken as to

whether they should offer their services to the gen-

eral government. To their honor be it said, every

man in the company voted affirmatively. This de-

cision was at once telegraphed to the Governor, and
theirs is the proud record of having been the first

company in Connecticut to thus offer their services.

They became part of the First Regiment Connecticut

Volunteers, and did duty around Washington and

participated in the first Bull Run battle. Mr. Davis

served during the term for which his company en-

listed, and was honorably discharged.

For three years he has been Commander of James
E. Moore Post, Grand Army of the Republic.

Mr. Davis has done something for the improvement

of his adopted town. He built the factory now occu-

pied by him, also the Montgomery factory, besides

many other buildings. His own elegant residence he

erected on one of the most—in fact, on the most—com-

manding sites in the town, overlooking, as it does, the

entire borough of Danbury, besides extensive pros-

pects in every direction.

JOHN F. BEARD.

John F. Beard was born March 6, 1803, in Trum-
bull, Fairfield Co., Conn. His grandfather, James
Beard, a native of Derby, New Haven Co., Conn.,

w.as a lawyer by profession, and for many years a

judge of the County Court. He was married to Miss

Holbrook, of Derby, and became the father of seven

children, among whom was Dr. Daniel Beard, father

of the subject of this memoir. He, also, was a native

of Derby ; was educated to the medical profession,

and practiced during his lifetime both as a physician

and surgeon. He was appointed military surgeon of

the troops stationed at Bridgeport under command of

Gen. Foote, and served during the war of 1812-14.

He was an enthusiast in his profession, a too close

18

application to which terminated his career Oct. 26,

1815, when but forty-eight. He was married early

in life to Miss Betsey, daughter of Dr. Spencer and

Betsey (Frink) Fields, of Oakham, Mass., and their

children were : Spencer F., Algernon E., Joiin F.,

Elizabeth F., Catherine J., Isabella M., William ().,

and Mary A.

At his father's death John was but eleven years

old, and, the family being poor, he was obliged to

rely almost wholly ui)on his own abilities f'^r his sup-

port. For the first two and a half years he found a

home with an uncle, whom he assisted in the manage-

ment of his farm, receiving as pay for his services

his board and clothing. From this time until his

marriage, at the age of twenty-three, he worked at

diff'erent kinds of labor, principally farming, laying

up but little in the way of money, but adding much
in the way of experience to the little stock of knowl-

edge which he had managed to acquire during a few

years of desultory attendance at the district school.

For two years after his marriage he labored as a

farm-hand, leaving it to engage in hat-manufacturing,

which he followed for about seven years, when he

moved on the farm, then known as " Hearthstone

Hill," where he has ever since resided. His wife was

Miss Lois A., daughter of Hiram Wildman, of Dan-

bury, and their children were Edwin W. (deceased),

William S. (deceased), Martha M. (now Mrs. Somers,

living in Galesburg, 111.), John P. (resident of Dan-
bury), Mary A. (now Mrs. S. C. HoUey, Danburyj,

and James B. (resident of Council Bluffs, Iowa).

Mr. Beard's principal business has been that of

farming, but he has always taken an active interest in

public matters of his town, and has often been called

to the position of selectman and several times elected

justice of the peace.

AVhen the Danbury and Norwalk Railroad was pro-

jected, to further the enterprise Mr. Beard took the

contract to build it entire. Owing to the immense

amount of work of various kinds involved in the con-

struction of a railroad, he found it necessary to take

partners, in order that responsible heads might push

the different departments of the work—bridge-build-
ing, cutting, filling, etc.—at one and the same time, and

although, financially, the enterprise was a losing one,

which it is but justice to Mr. Beard to say was at-

tributed to the want of integrity on the part of those

he formed connections with to further the work, yet

he had the satisfaction of handing over to the com-

pany the road in complete running order to the driv-

ing of the last bolt. This road has given communi-

cation with the outer world to Danbury, which before

its construction was an isolated inland town, and per-

haps no one thing has contributed more to the devel-

opment of the place. Mr. Beard was one of the

originators of the Danbury Agricultural Society, the

most prosperous society of the kind in the State, and

for nine years its president. He Wiis for two years a

member of the Slate Board of Agriculture. In 18ol
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he joined the First Congregational Church of Dan-
bury, and tlie year following was made a deacon in

the same, in which capacity he has acted till the pres-

ent time, and for ten consecutive years was superin-

tendent of its Sabbath-school. His wife and daughters,

also, are members of the same church.

In politics, Mr. Beard has been a Whig, and since

the formation of the Republican party has affiliated

with it.

JAMES WHITE NICHOLS.

James White Nichols, son of Ebenezer Nichols and

descendant of Samuel Nichols, a resident of Wood-
bury in 1660, was born Oct. 15, 1809, in Danbury, in

the room in which he died Sept. 17, 1875.

His father was a farmer on the old Nichols farm,

occu23ying the house in which his son lived his entire

lifetime about the time of his first marriage. The
Nichols family were extensive landholders in the early

daj^s of Danbuiy.

James W. Nichols was not a liberally educated man,

although well up in the English branches, and when
a young man taught school several terms in Danbury.

He had no other occupation than farming. The deli-

cate state of his health, however, permitting him to

2)erform only the lighter work of his calling, he

devoted much of his time to writing and other liter-

ary pursuits, for which he had a decided predilection.

He was married July 6, 1845, to Miss Phebe Hawley,

of Danbury, who died Jan. 26, 1869. Mr. Nichols

was married the second time to Miss Henrietta S.,

daughter of Daniel B. and Zemiah (Hays) Burton,

of Woodbury. The issue of this union was a son,

James H., born March 27, 1871.

From an article from the pen of H. B. Wild-

man, schoolmate of deceased, published soon after

Mr. Nichols' death, we make the following extracts

:

. . . "Mr. Nichols was a rare man, highly esteemed

by his friends and neighbors, who often bestowed upon
him offices of honor and trust. He had always a

genial smile and kindly word for everybody. He was

both i^oet and artist, and his song was like the rippling

of a summer stream or like the murmur of the evening

zephyrs that fanned through the shades of his be-

loved ' Oak Cottage' home. Contented in his situa-

tion, he lived and breathed an atmosphere purely his

own. He cared not for the ambitious world around

him, nor for the literary aspirants quarreling and
toiling for fame and glory." Mr. Nichols wrote some

of the sweetest poetry that ever emanated from un-

pretentious bard, and it is matter of regret to us that

we are not in timely receipt of specimens promised

for this sketch, that they might become inscribed upon
the page of enduring history.

"He was a faithful member of the Methodist

Church, a devout worshiper and a true Christian,

and was ready and willing to go when the summons

came. His patience and fortitude during his severe

and painful illness was most conspicuous
;
during all

that trying time he was never known to make the

slightest murmur of uneasiness or impatience." . . .

CHAPTER XXV.

DAKIEN".

Geographical—Topographical—Names of Pioneers—Revolutionary Inci-

dent—The Capture of the Kev. Dr. Mather—Poetical Narrative—Old

Documents—A Distribution Bill of 1724, etc.—Pioneer Merchants

—

The I'irst Grist Mill—The Pioneer Post-offlce.

Darien is located in the southwestern part of the

county, and is bounded as follows : On the north by
New Canaan ; on the east by Norwalk ; on the south

by Long Island Sound ; on the west by Stamford.

The soil of the town is a rich, gravelly loam. The
surface is undulating.

The town was settled contemporaneously with Stam-

ford, of which it originally formed a part. The fol-

lowing is believed to be a list of the pioneers who
located in this town, taken from Huntington's " His-

tory of Stamford :"

Aaron Andrews, or Andreas, bought land here in

1657, with Garret Eivis. He is called a Dutchman.

The name Andrews and Andrus occurs often, and

also interchangeably. Jeremiah Andrews is said to

be of Bedford after 1687.
.

John Austin was one of the eleven Greenwich men
who in 1656 acknowledged allegiance to the New
Haven jurisdiction, to constitute part of the Stamford

colony. The name is usually spelled Astin and Asten

on the records. A son of his, Samuel, died here in

1657, the year, also, of his own death. His inventory,

taken by Richard Law and Angell Husted, Sept. 5,

1657, was presented in court in Stamford by his widow
" Katherine Astine," May 13, 1658. It amounted to

£78 8s. 4c?. Several of this name are reported on the

land records during the first century of the town.

Francis Brown was here early. Savage tells us that

he had been a servant of Henry Wolcott, of Windsor,

and bought out the rest of his time in 1649 and was

a small trader in 1651, and that he bought and sold

lands in Farmington in 1656. He seems to have been

a pertinacious stickler for the largest liberty to the

individual. In 1662 he headed a petition to the Gen-

eral Court at New Haven respecting the franchise of

all the citizens, respecting equalizing the rates of the

several colonies then under the jurisdiction of New
Haven, and respecting the colony school. The court

rather curtly gave him to understand that "whatever

liberties or privileges our laws do allow them, that

they should have." He then desires a special court

in Stamford for the settlement of these questions.

In 1663 he is sworn a constable for the town of Stam-

ford in the General Court of Connecticut, and in 1665,

1667, and 1669 he represented the town in the Gen-
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eral Assembly. He married, here, Martha, widow
of John Chapman, and liad one son, Joseph, to whom
he gave land in 1683. In 1686 he is reported in a

gift of land to his son Joseph as now of Rye.

John Dibble died in 1646, and his widow married,

the next year, William Graves, of Stamford. The
two sons, Samuel and Zachariah Dibble, probably

came with their father. Zachariah married. May 10,

1666, Sarah Waterbury, and had a son, Zacharry,

born in 1667. His wife obtained a divorce in 1672,

and afterwards married Nicholas Webster.

John Green, who lost his wife Mary here in 16.57.

He was declared freeman of the Connecticut colony

in 1662, and represented the town in 166!). Josejjh

Green mortgaged lands here, in 1651, to Thomas
Morehouse, and William Green appears on the rec-

ords as landholder in 1650. His land was next to

Daniel Scofield.

William Hill was here in 1650.

Francis Holmes was a resident here 1648, as ap-

pears from the testimony against Robert Penoyer.

His will, on record at Fairfield, dated Sept. 6, 1671,

makes mention of his wife, Ann, and his children,

Stephen, John, Richard, and Ann, wife of Samuel
Dean. Stephen Holmes has lands assigned him by
the town in 1667. Richard Holmes witnesses here

June 17, 1658, the will of Henry Akerley. The
name of John Holmes is on the land records often

before 1660.

Cornelius Jones was evidently here in 1657. He
married the widow of Thomas Halt, or Hyat, as is

evident from the receipts which three of Thomas
Hoyt's children gave him. On Dec. 17, 1657, there

is a record made of the age of his children, probably

by a former wife. There are six of them, aged, re-

spectively, eleven, ten, eight, six, and three years,

but the margin on which the names are written is

gone. His will, found at Fairfield, is dated June 2,

1690, and mentions his son Joseph and his grand-

child Ruth "Hyat," explaining also why he does not

make bequeaths to his daughter, Mary Hyat.

Nicholas Knapp had land here in 1649, as appears

from the land-records. His wife, Eleanor, died Aug.

16, 1658. Savage thinks he may have come in the

fleet with Winthrop and Saltonstall in 1630. His
children were Jonathan, born Dec. 27, 1631 ; Timo-
thy, Dec. 14, 1632; Joshua, Jan. 5, 1635; Caleb, Jan.

20, 1637; Sarah, Jan. 5, 1639; Ruth, Jan. 6, 1641;
Hannah, March 6, 1643. After coming to Stamford
he had probably Moses and Lydia. After the death
of his wife, Eleanor, he married, March 9, 1659, Unity,

widow of Peter Brown, who had also been the widow
of Clement Buxton. He died in April, 1670, and
his will, now in the Probate records of Fairfield, dated ,

the 15th of that month, names the children in the fol-

lowing order: Moses, Timothy, Caleb, Sarah Dis-

brow, Hannah, Lidea, Ruth, and Sarah and Unica
Buxton, daughters of Clement.

Edmund Lockwood, Oct. 14, 1650, sold all his right

and title in Stamford to Ann Akerley. How long he

had been here at tliat date does not apjK;ar. He was

probably a son of Edmund, of Caml>ridge. His chil-

dre"n were: John, Daniel, Edmund, Mary, and Al>igail.

Under date of March 24, 1 698-99, the town grants the

children of Edmund Lockwood, d(;ceased, liberty to

take up as much land for tlieir fatlier's estate in the

second " lotment" at Runkinlieag as he had in the

first division there, "his lotment in the first division

being not to be found." He died here Jan. 31, 1692,

as appears from inventory of his estate now on record

(book 1st, page 119), amounting to three hundred and

five pounds. Tliis name has been numerous and

prominent here to the j)rcsent day. It now stands

next to the Scofield name in numbers.

Jonathan Lockwood was here in 1659, as appears

from his testimony in court, at Fairfield, February

24th of that year. He is reported as then twenty-

four or twenty-five years of age. This corresponds

with the presumption that he was son of Robert Lock-

wood, of Fairfield, and that he is the son born in

Watertown, Sept. 10, 1034. His children were Jona-

than, Robert, Gershom, Joseph, and John. He sold

his estate here in 1665, and was afterwards a promi-

nent citizen of Greenwich, representing that town in

the State Legislature for four years.

Josej^h Lockwood went, in 1644, to Poundridge,

where he had sons,—Joseph, James, Solomon, Israel,

Reuben, and Nathaniel. His wife was Hannah,
daughter of Solomon Close. His oldest son, Joseph,

had two sons,—Major Ebenezer, of Poundridge, who
lived until 1821 and was the father of the Hon. Ezra

and Horatio Lockwood ; and Joseph had also sons,

among whose descendants are the Hon. Albert, of

Sing Sing, N. Y., and Gen. Munson Lockwood, of

White Plains.

Thomas Lyon was here as landholder in 1650, as

appears from land-records of Daniel Scofield.

Joseph Mead, of Stamford, sells his house and land

to John and Daniel Weed. From his testimony

given in court at New Haven in 1660 it appears that

he was born in 1630. He went to Greenwich, which
town he represented in the Connecticut Legislature

from 1669 to 1671.

Jonathan Mead sells land in 1650, and in 1659 also

sells land to Henry Smith.

Obadiah Seeley was early a resident here, as sev-

eral entries in the records show. In 1651 he acknowl-

edged payment of a debt due him from John Lare-

son. He died in 1667, and his inventory, taken in

1665 by William Newman and Robert I'sher, men-
tions his widow, Mary, and his sons, Obadiah, Corne-

lius, and Jonas. His widow, Mary, had been the

widow also of 'John Miller, of Stamford. He was
probably a son of Robert Seeley. of Watertown, who
settled afterwards in Wethersfield and became quite

fiimous as a lieutenant in the Pequot war, and still

later of the New Haven force under Sedgwick and
Leverett against the New Netherlands. This name
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has been well represented in all its generations in the

town.

Thomas Stevens died here in 1658. He had been

a landholder as early as 1649, as appears from the

land-records. His will and inventory of estate are

on record, dated Nov. 30, 1658. His propei'ty was

bequeathed to his wife for the children ; but if she

should marry, she was to have her third and the rest

to be divided,—the oldest son, if deserving and of

godly carriage, to have a double portion ; if not, to

share equally with the rest.

John Waterbury came here soon after the settle-

ment, and had land recorded to him in 1650. He
died in 1658. He had lands here as early as 1650, as

appears from assignment of lands of that date. His

inventory bears date in April, 1659, amounting to

£185 12s. His sons were John, Jonathan, and David,

and possibly still others. Those three make over to

their father-in-law, Joseph Garnsey, in 1674, a parcel

of land then in possession of John Miller. His

widow had married Joseph Garnsey, in May, 1661,

when she attested his will. This is one of the most

numerous as well as respectable of the Stamford

names, down to the present day.

Richard Webb probably came to Stamford from

Norwalk about 1654. The "Mill" in Norwalk was

that year abandoned as worthless, and we find Mr.

Webb here, soon after, engaged in the Stamford
" Mill." He was probably a son of Richard, of Nor-

walk, though he is not mentioned in his father's will,

of date 1655. Mr. Webb was a man of some estate

and note, representing the town in the Connecticut

General Court as early as 1667. The will of Richard

Webb, Sen., of Stamford, is on record in Fairfield,

having date 7, 1, 1675-76, and the death of Richard

Webb is on our town records as occurring March 15,

1675-76, eight days after the will. The inventory of

his estate bears date April 29, 1676. His legatees

were his wife, Margery
;
Joseph, who took the mill

in Stamford, but who was to run it jointly with the

widow
;
Richard, who had the uplands at Wescott's

;

Joshua, who took lands in Newfield, and the tools,

which were in Huntington, L. I. ; Caleb and Samuel,

whose legacy was to be in the care of their mother

;

and Sarah. In a deposition of Richard Webb, made
Nov. 22, 1667, he is said to be "aged forty-four years

or thereabout." Joseph Webb died here in 1684,

leaving children,—Joseph, Mary, Hannah, Sarah, and

Margeiy. His inventory, dated March 8, 1684, makes

his wife's name Hannah. This name is among the

most numerous and reputable names on the Stamford

list.

John Clock, William Crissy, George Gorum, Daniel

Gray, John Hobby, John How, Josiah Hull, Richard

Lonensburg, Samuel Palmer, John Reed, Samuel

Richards, David St. John, Selleck, Thomas Talmadge,

Michael Waring, William Wardwell, Eliaseph Whit-

ney, Gilbert Woolsey, Rev. Moses Mather are also

names of early settlers.

REVOLUTIONARY INCIDENT.

During the Revolution a large number of the inhab-

itants of this district were Tories. Dr. Moses Mather
was preaching in the Congregational church on Sun-
day, July 22, 1781, when a party of Tories completely

surrounded the church and took most of the people

prisoners, only a few young men escaping through
the windows. Two shots were fired at these; but
they dared fire no more, as three guns was the well-

known signal of alarm in this part of the country.

All the males were then tied two and two and led out

of the church, with the venerable Dr. Mather at their

head. The Tories also carried oflF some forty horses

belonging to the congregation which had assembled,

and marched the prisoners to the Sound shore, where
they were embarked for Lloyd's Neck, on Long
Island. From thence they were taken to New York
and confined in the Provost prison, where they un-

derwent the most severe treatment. The following

contains a portion of a poem entitled

"A Poetical Relation of the Capture of the Congregation at

Middlesex, toith an Account of their Sufferings, etc., while

in cajitivity ; by Peter St. John.

" Now to relate 'tis my intent

A sad and tragical event.

On what I wi ite you may rely,

As I've the history lying by.

Jnly the twenty-second day,

Where Christians meet to sing and pray,

In seventeen hundred and eighty-one,

An horrid action was begun.

AVliile to the Lord they sing and pray,

The Tories, who in ambush lay,

Beset the house with brazen face

;

At Middlesex it was the place.

A guard was placed the house before,

Likewise behind and at each door.

Then, void of shame, those men of sin

The sacred temple entered in.

The Rev. Mather closed his book

:

How did the congregation look?

The reverend priest, the man of God,

Severely felt the smarting rod,

—

Not by a whip do I pretend,

But by abuses from those friends.

How must he feel to see his sheep

Thus worried, whilst they silence keep I

Those demons plundered what they could,

Either in silver or in gold.

The silver buckles, which we use

Both at the knees and on the shoes.

These caitiffs took them ; in their rage

Had no respect for sex or age.

And as they all were searching round,

They several silver watches found.

They who were placed as guards without,

Like raging devils ranged about,

Took forty horses to the shore,

—

Not many either less or more,—

With bridles, saddles, pillions, on

:

la a few minutes all was done.

The men which hence they took away,

Upon this sacred awful day,

Was forty-eight, besides two more

They chanced to find upon the shore.

Wheu to the shore they were conveyed,

The orders given they obeyed.

On board the shipping they were sent,

But greatly feared the sad event,
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As well they might, because they knew
Their captors were the Devil's crew.

They hoisted sail, the Sound tliuy cross'd.

And near Lloyd's Nock they anchored first.

Then every man must tell his name;

A list they took, and kept the same.

Now twenty-four of fifty men
"Were ordered home again;

The twenty-six who stay'd behind.

Most cruelly were they confined

;

On board the brig wore ordered (luick,

And were confined beneatii the deck.

—

A nasty hole, with filth besrnear'd,

—

But 'twas no more than what they fear'd.******
But to return whence I left off.

They at our misery made a scoff,

—

Like raging devils tore about.

Swearing they'd tear our vitals out;

That they'd no <)uarter ever give,

Nor let a cursed rebel live

;

But would their joints in pieces cut;

Then round the deck like devils strut.

Oh, human nature, how depraved

!

Can any mortal e'er be saved.

So void of good, so full of evil.

And wholly bent to serve the Devil?

July the four and twentieth day.

We all were sent to Oyster Bay.

We to the ferry came at last,

View'd by spectators as we past

:

The gazing rabble, Tory throng.

Would curse us as we passed along.

Ten thousand curses round us rung

;

But some would laugh, and some would sneer.

And some would grin, and some would leer.

A mixed mob, a medley crew,

I guess, as e'er the Devil knew.

To the provost we then were haul'd.

Though we of war were prisoners called

;

Our irons now were ordered off,

—

The standers-by would swear and scoff.

But oh, what company we found

!

With great surprise we looked around !

I must conclude that in this place

We found the worst of Adam's race

;

Thieves, murderers, and pickpockets too.

And everything tliat's bad they do.

One of our men found, to his cost.

Three pounds of York money he had lost,—

His pockets picked, I guess, before

We had been there one single hour.******
Full eighteen days, or something more,

We fairly were exchang'd before

;

Of the exchange they let us know,

Or from that place of bondage go.

That of the number twenty-five.

But just nineteen were left alive;

Four days before December's gone.

In seventeen hundred eighty-one."

OLD DOCUMENTS.

The following are given as being interesting old

documents

:

A DISTRIBUTION BILL OF 1724.

A Distribution Bill to Buth Scofield, wife to Joshua Scofield and
daughter to John Young, late of Stamford, dec'd, for her part or por-

tion, as follows

:

To particulars rec'd at marriage, 22. 10.

To a bever hat, 3. 6.

To warming pan, G.

To a wodden mortar, 6.

A knife, 6.

A groat bible.

A jiarcel of oM books.

An almanac, a basket, and \vhetstouo.

A grindstone to a tree.

A tub.

A Kaiser, G Sisers.

I'a mittens.

A piece of larnl upon ye eaut side of Norot^m Neck, south of ye country

roa/l, being twenty-one rods in breadth at ye north end of highway.

Two shillings and one jienney of John Dean's bill.

Two pad locks.

The above distribution made by us distributors under oath this 4 day

of Feby, 1724,

Samlei. Wr.r.i),

JOSAJ) Wkep.

AN EARLY DEED.

Whereas, tho Town of Stamford in their Antjual Meeting in Dec' 1723

being lawfully warned and convened, voted as follows, viz town did

vote, the Town do impower the townsincn, or any three of them to agree

with Joshua Scofield & to excliange that jiiece of land which Mr. Elisha

Holly sequestered to the use of the Town, on the East side of Stony

Brook, as also a piece of salt marsh on the Ea,st side of Kichard Scofield'a

Mill Pond for the convenience of a Highway down to .Scofield's Mil! or

any other way be for the best benefit of the Town And agreeably' to the

fl,bove vote the Selectmen agreed with me the Joshua .Scofield of Stam-

ford to exchange the land which now makes the Highway from the

country road to the mill for the above sequestered land A nd whereas

I the J Joshua Scofield on my part gave to the Town a well executed

Deed for ^ Highway, but they neglecting on their part to give nie a con-

veyance for the *i sequestered land, the same remains yet my due There-

fore, To all persons to whom these Presents shall come Greeting, Know
ye that I the ^ Joshua Scofield of Stamford in Fairfield County in Om-
necticut State, for divers causes & considerations me thereunto moving,

more especially for tho Parental Affection Love and good will which I

have & do bear towards my loving & dutiful grandson Gershom .Scofield

of Stamford afore"', do give grant convey & confirm unto him the ^ Ger-

shom Scofield, & to his Heirs & assigns forever, all my light. Title i De-

mands which I have to the ^ sequestered land, Bounded according to the

Bill of laying out as follows Easterly by Young's, his laud westerly by

Stony Brook, or the line granted by the Town of Stamford to the *

Young's to set a fence, southerly by the cove called Goodwife's & north-

erly by the country road laid out & sized to two Acres.

To have and to hold the above Given & Granted right, Title, Demand
to the above described Premises unto him my ^ grandson Gershom Sco-

field & to his Heirs & Assigns forever to his & their own proper use &
behoof as an Estate of Inheritance in fee simple, free & clear from all

incumbrancu whatsoever, in witness & confirmation whereof I have

hereunto set my hand & seal the TGth day of August a.d. 1783

Signed Sealed & delivered in presence of

Abqm Davenport 1 j^^^^,^ ScoFiEtD [L.S.]

Joshua Scofield Jn >

State of Connecticut ss Stamford on the day of the date above Person-

ally appeared Mr Joshua Scofield, Signer and Sealer of the .above written

Instrument & acknowledged the same to be his free Act & Deed before

me
Abbm Davenport

Assist

Gershom Scofield's

Deed of Gift from

Joshua Scofield

Eec to Becord Dec 0th 17S3

& Recorded in Book K,

Page 70

by John Hart, Jun'

Town Clerk

EARLY MERCHANTS, Etc.

The first stores in this town were kept at " Ring's

End," and among the first merchants are mentioned

the names of Nathaniel Clock, Bell A Waterbury, and
Jones & Jarvis.

The first merchant at Darien was Eufus Scofield.

The first merchant at Nosota was one Gorham.
Tlie fii-st grist-mill was built by Eichard Scofield.
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and occupied the site of the mill now owned by Ben-

jamin Fitch.

The first postmaster was Rufus Bell, in 1814. There

was but one post-office in the town, and that was lo-

cated in a building which stood nearly opposite the

present parsonage of the Congregational church.

Among the first physicians were Warren Percival

and Dr. Richmond. The present physicians are

Samuel Sands and R. L. Bohannan.

CHAPTER XXVI.

DAKIEN" (Contiaued).

ECCLESIASTICAL, CIVIL, AND MILITARY HISTORY.

Oongregational Church—Presbyterian Churcli—St. Ljike's Churcli

—

Methodist Episcopal Churcli—Incorporation of the Parish—Organi-

zation of the town—Selectmen from 1820 to 1881—List of Town Clerks

—Representatives from 1820 to 1880—Darien in the War of the Ee-

bellion—List of Soldiers.

How early separate religious services were held in

this town no existing records show. Probably for

years before Dr. Mather was settled here, in 1744,

there had been preaching, with more or less regu-

larity.

At a society meeting, held in the first society of

Stamford, Dec. 20, 1733, by vote "the society agree that

those particular persons that pay to the minister at

Five-Mile River shall be discharged from paying their

proportion of Mr. Wright's rate during the term of

three months, provided they bring sufficient jDroof to

the society's committee that they pay as much to the

minister there as their proportion to Mr. Wright for

the time above said."

In 1734 forty-six planters on the west side of Nor-

walk River petition for a new society. The next

notice taken of this project, as far as records show, was

simultaneously in Stamford and at the May session of

the Legislature, in 1736. Sixty-nine petitions, repre-

senting eighty families, and a list of five thousand

eight hundred and eighty pounds, made a formal re-

quest to be incorporated as an ecclesiastical society

by themselves. The petition was negatived, only to

be renewed in October of the same year by fifty-six

men. The urgency of the petitioners led to the ap-

pointment of a special committee to examine their

claims. In May, 1737, the committee report favor-

ably, assigning as proper boundaries of the society

the Five-Mile River on the east and the Noroton on

the west. In October of this year the act of incor-

poration was passed. It is curious to note upon what
frail boundaries they relied. The moment they leave

the rivers, which they might presume to be permanent,

they fix upon the most perishable objects, in the most

indeterminate of localities, to answer as permanent

bounds for the society. On the west side of the parish,

to separate it from the older society of Stamford, they

define, as the westernmost limits of Middlesex, "an
old chimney about two and a half miles east of the

Stamford meeting-house," and "so to run a strait line

midway between Stephen Bishop's house and David

Dibble's house," and thence to where the Noroton

crosses the Canaan line. But this separation was not

to be a peaceable one. Though no blood seems to

have been shed in the struggle, there were many
earnest and clamorous appeals and remonstrances be-

tween the parishes themselves and between the par-

ishes and the Legislature ; so that the peaceful settle-

ment of the Middlesex seceders was not accomplished

before the summer of 1741, about a dozen years after

the need of such a society was felt and its incorpora-

tion demanded.

Eleven somewhat lengthy documents now on file in

the State library at Hartford testify to the great in-

terest shown in both the old and the new parishes in

the proposed division. These papers indicate the most

obstinate determination on the part of the first society

not to allow any further alienation of any part of their

ecclesiastical jurisdiction. Assuming a sort of inde-

feasible right to the territory, the society, by a unani-

mous vote of all excepting the seceding portion, de-

clared that they would " not grant to the people at the

east end of the town the liberty of a society apart."

They also appointed Capt. Jonathan Hoyt and Mr.

Jonathan Maltby as special agents to the Legislature

to report the reasons of the town against forming the

new society. But the seceders at length prevailed.

The names of the petitioners to the "Five-Mile

river peticion," dated the second Thursday of October,

1736, are Thomas Reed, Edmond Waring, Jonathan

Cristy, Jonathan Bates, Robert Mills, John Reed,

Joshua Scofield, Isaac Bishop, Jonathan Bell, Joshua

Morehouse, John Bates, Jonathan Petit, David Sel-

leck, Nathaniel Bates, Edmond Waring, Jr., Joseph

Pengban, Thomas Reed, Jr., John Petit, Joseph Whi-
ting, John Reed, Jr., James Slason, Jr., David Bates,

Elias Reed, John Raymond, Nathaniel Selleck, David

Scofield, Samuel Richards, Joseph Waterbury, Jonas

Weed, Deliverance Slason, Charles Weed, Theophilus

Bishop, John Andrus, Nathaniel How, John Dean,

David Waterbury, Ebenezer Bishop, Zachariah Dib-

ble, Thomas Bishop, Samuel Bryan, Nathan Sturgis,

Benjamin Dibble, David Slason, David Dibble, Na-

than Selleck, Nathan Waring, Samuel Brinswade,

Ebenezer Green, John Bolt, Jacob Waring, John

Waring, Daniel Reed, Abraham Raymond, Comfort

Raymond, Isaac Wood, and Samuel Reed.

The first record of a society's meeting in Middlesex

bears date June 15, 1789. Ensign Nathan Bell was

its moderator, and Joshua Morehouse was appointed

society's clerk. The meeting was held at the house

of John Bates. At an adjourned meeting held June

21st, Thomas Reed, Jonathan Bates, Daniel Reed,

Isaac Bishop, Jonathan Selleck, Samuel Reed, and

Ensign Jonathan Bell were appointed a committee to

"caryon" the building of the " metting-hous." They
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were instructed to make the house fifty feet long,

thirty feet wide, and twenty feet post.

They then voted a tax to meet tlic expenses of the

building, and to pay Mr. Buckingham " for His

preaching the time agreed." Jonathan Weed was

appointed collector. The society records from this

date to that of the organization of the cliurch show

that the following ministers labored licrc cither sim-

ply as supplies or as candidates: Rev. Mr. Birdscye,

Gideon Mills, Ebenezer Mills, David Judson, Mr.

Ells, and Mather. At a meeting held Dec. 11, 1741,

the society voted, by a large majority,—forty-two to

four,—to settle Mr. Judson. But to give every man
in the society an ojjportunity to vote, Mr. Morehouse,

the clerk, was ordered to carry a paper with tlie vote

"about and read the same to those persons that be-

long to said society which were not at said meeting,

that they might have opportunity to subscribe to the

same."

At their meeting Sept. 1, 1742, while Mr. Mather

was still preaching as a candidate for settlement, we
find this vote :

" Ye Society by major vote granted to

ye Rev. Mr. Right (Wright) to preach in any part of

Middlesex parish on any needful occasion as often as

he shall see fit."

A record of the doings of this society in 1747 re-

specting the seating of the meeting-house explains

more fully the process of this custom than any record

now existing of any other parish in town, and is worth

preserving as a curiosity of the times. Besides, it

indicates some of the principal men of that day in

this part of the town.

By the first vote the society decided to seat the

meeting by a committee.

" 2. pr vote ye society a lowed ye first pue to l>e ye liiest in Dignity.

"3. pr vote tlie 2 pew to be 2 liiest in Dignity.

"4. pr vote, the fore seat alowed to be the 3 liiest in Dignity.

"5. pr vote, the front pew, by ye great Dorr to be ye 4th hiest in

Dignity.

•' C. pr vote, the corner pew at the norwest to be ye 5th hiest.

" 7. pr vote, to be ye 6th hiest.

" 8. the west pew nex ye norwest to be ye 7th hiest.

'' 9th per vote, 10th per vote, 11th per vote, 12th per vote, 13 per vote,

Capt. John Kaimeiit, Capt. Jona. Bates, Left. Jona. Bell, sr., Saml Bishop

and Daniel Eeed chosen a coniety and a pointed to seat ye meeting hoiis

as the society shall by their vote direct.

"14. pr vote Mr. David Tuttle, Mr. Thos. Reed, Cpn. John Raiment,

Mr. Edmun Wearing, Mr. Jona. Bates, Mr. Nathan Scllock, Mr. Joanis

Slason, and Mr. Jona. Bell all to set in ye fore pew.

"15. and Decon Bishop also by ye vote of ye society to set in his seat

be fore ye pulpit.

" IG. pr vote, the Society Impowered the comety to seat ye remainder

of ye house a cordin to their own discretion."

The above record is of date Aug. 9, 1747, and the

next meeting of the society was held " genewary ye
28th, 1747^8." A record of this meeting is also so

characteristic of the times as to justify insertion :

" Voted yt Mr. Jona Bell or any other man a greed upon to sing or tune

ye salm in his absence in times of publickt worship may tune it in ye
old way or new which suits you best, vote yt Elijah .Tones shall tuon

ye salms in times of woi-ship in Mr. Bell's absence. Vote yt Left. Jona.

Selleck shall Eeed the salms in Mr. Bell's absence."

CHURCHES.

CON'GREOATIO.VA L CII VliCH.

This church was organized June o, 1744, with the

following members: Rev. Moses Mather, David and

Martlia Tuttle, 'iliomas and Mary Reed, Edward and

Elizabetli Waring, John and ifannah Reed, Jolin

Raymond, Daniel and J'^lizabetli Reed, Jolm and

Mary Smitli, John and Catharine Waring, Samuel

and Mchltabel Brinsmade, Eliakim and Anne Wa-
ring, Nathan and Mary Reed, Isaac Bishop, Joseph

Waterbury, Nathan and Sarali Selleck, Joshua and

Anne Moreliouse, Samuel Bishop, Charles and Su-

sannah Weed, Tlieopliilus and Sarali Bisliofj, Na-

tlianiel and Sarah Bates, .Tames and Elizaljeth Swj-

field, John Reed, Jr., and wife. Desire, Elias, and

Mary Reed, Elijah Jone.s, Sarah, wife of Samuel

Reed, Sarah, wife of Thomas Reed, Elizabeth, wife of

Samuel Richards, Widow Rachel Raymond, Rebecca

Raymond, Widow Martha Reed, Elizabeth Reed,

Joanna, wife of Jonathan Bates, Abigail, wife of

David Bates, Mary, wife of Eliaseph Whitney, Mercy,

wife of Ebenezer Brown, Mercy, wife of John Pettit,

Rebecca, wife of Jonathan Crissy, Elizabeth, wife of

James Slason, Hannah, wife of Deliverance Slason,

Mary, wife of David Weed, Abigail Andrus, Widow
Sarah Crissy, and Jona. Bell. The first church edi-

fice stood until about 1838, when it was superseded by

the present structure.

The following ministers have officiated for this

church : Moses Mather, D.D., William Fislier, Eben-

ezer Piatt, B. Y. Messenger, Ulric Maynard, Ezra D.

Kinney, Jonathan E. Barnes, F. Alvord, C. S. Walker,

R. B. Snowden, Robert C. Bell, and B. F. Bradford.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CIIURCU.

This new organization was made Nov. 4, 1863. The
following list of members were from the First Con-

gregational Church in Stamford : Isaac Weed, Ben-

jamin Weed, Rufus Weed, Mrs. Sally Weed, Mrs.

Mary Weed, Mrs. Phebe Weed, Mrs. Hannah Weed,
Miss Mary Weed, Miss Rebecca Weed, Mrs. Sarah W.
Crissey, Mrs. Abigail W. Bishop. The following

were from the First Presbyterian Church in Stamford:

William A. Cummings and his wife, Louisa Cum-
mings. Mrs. Anna E. Ballard and Mrs. Martha Har-

ris, from First Presbyterian Cliurch, New York City.

Lewis E. Clock and his wife Eliza, Miss Eliza Clock,

and Mrs. Hannah Waterbury, from the Congrega-

tional Chutch of Darien ; and Miss Fanny Kennedy,

from the Methodist Episcopal Church of Stamford.

This church commenced worshiping in the chapel

which had been built here a quarter of a century ago

as a union chapel for all evangelical denominations.

The present €hurcli edifice was dedicated May 31,

1866. James William Coleman M-as pastor in 1868,

and since he left there has been no settled pastor.

ST. LUKE'S CHURCH.

Services of the Episcopal Church were hold here in
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1854 by the Rev. W. H. C. Robertson, an English

gentleman.

The parish was organized in August, 1855, with

James E. Johnson senior warden, and N. A. Scofield

junior warden. The vestry was composed of John
W. Waterbury, E. A. Weed, and Isaac H. Clock.

The corner-stone of the church edifice was laid

Aug. 11, 1855, by Rev. Mr. T. Todd, of Stamford, and

the church was consecrated by Bishop Williams,

March 27, 1863.

The rectors of the church have been as follows : W.
H. C. Robertson, George D. Johnson, and Louis H.
French.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHUKCH.

Meetings wei-e held by this denomination as early

as 1788, as evidenced by the certificates of that date

which Samuel Quinton Talbot gave to Joseph Waring,

Jr., Gershom Raymond, and Edward Raymond. Jesse

AVaring and Ezra Slason also received similar certifi-

cates in the same year from Cornelius Cook. These

certificates were to tlie effect that the above-named

were "members of the Methodist Congregation."

During the next six years the following ministers

issued similar certificates to relieve the bearers from

paying their ministerial rates to the Congregational

Church : Jesse Lee, Daniel Smith, and John Clark.

The number of certificates issued were nine.

The pastors of the Methodist Ej)iscopal Church, as

far back as we can secure information, have been

George L. Fuller, C. E. Miller, Linsley Parker, E. —
Walt, G. B. Stillman, G. B. Dusenberrie, J. T. Lang-

lois, present pastor.

THE FRIENDS.

This sect at one time held services in this town, and

in 1811 erected a house of worship. The church has,

however, long since been abandoned.

FITCH'S HOME FOR SOLDIERS.

This institution was chartered in 1864 to provide for

the disabled soldiers of the Twelfth Senatorial District

of the State. It takes its name from its founder, Benja-

min Fitch, Esq., of Darien, who contributed towards

its endoAvment and support about one hundred thou-

sand dollars. It was found that it was not needed for

disabled soldiers, and in February, 1865, the trustees

—Hon. Morgan Morgans, Joseph B. Hoyt, and Charles

Starr, of Stamford ; William A. Cummings and Charles

Brown, of Darien ; E. C. Bissel, of Norwalk
;
Stephen

Hoyt, of New Canaan; M. B. Pardee, M.D., of South

Norwalk ; Charles Marvin, of Wilton ; and P. Button,

of Greenwich—decided to open here a home and

school for the orphan and destitute children of fallen

or disabled soldiers. Mr. Fitch, in addition to the

building used for the ordinary purposes of such an in-

stitution, gave to the home a fine brick building for a

library, and a gallery of paintings and statuary.

When no longer needed for the soldiers or soldiers'

children of the Twelfth Senatorial District of the

State, the funds of the home are devoted, by the char-

ter, " to the support of aged and infirm persons of said

district, and to the support and education of orphan
children of said district." The charter expired in

1878.

SELECTMEN FROM 1820-1881.

The following is a list of selectmen from the organ-

ization of the town to the present time

:

1820, .lohn Bell; 1820-21, John Weed; 1820-32, Henry Bates; 1821-22,

John Bell, Jr.; 1822-29, John Weed, Jr.; 1826-33, Enos Wilmot;
1830-32, William H. Bates; 1831-32, Jeremiah Andrews; 1832-35,

Abraham Clock; 1832-3G, Holly Bell; 1837-49, William Andrews;
1837-40, Jacob Lockwood; 1837-46, Jolin Holmes; 1839, Daniel

Beers, Elisha Seely; 1840h12, Edward Scofield; 1844-47, Joseph

Mather; 1849-54, Benjamin S. Reed; 1850, Nathaniel A. Bouton;

1851, G. G. Waterbury, Isaac Weed; 1852-55, Henry Gorhani; 1852,

Rich. Bates; 1852-54, Heniy Morehonse
; 1854, George Miither;

1855-59, George R. Stevens; 1855, Charles A. Bates; 1856, Charles

Hoyt; 1857, Nathan Roberts; 1857-60, John N. Scofield; 1858-59,

Walter H. Bates; 1860, Isaac L Hoyt; 1861, John D. Farrington

;

1862, Legraw Wintera
;
1863-68, Ii a Scofield

, 1864, Edward 0. Page ;

1867-70, Holly Bell
;
1868-69, Ira Scofield, Samnel Sands, Holly Bell

;

1870, Ira Scofield, Samnel Sands, I. N. Scofield: 1871-73, Ira Sco-

field, Samnel Sands, Charles Brown: 1874, Ira Scofield, Samuel

Sands, Charles A. Bates, Jr. ;.1875, 1. Scofield, Charles Brown, Charles

A. Bates, Jr.; 1876, 1. Scofield, Charles Brown, Stephen Seely; 1877

-79, Ira Scofield, Charles Brown, Charles A. Bates, Jr.

TOWN CLERKS.
Joshua Morehouse, Darius K. Scofield, Joshua Scofield, Edward Scofield,

• Abram Clock, George H. Wallace, Charles H. Waterbury, James N.

Gorham, Ira Scofield, Henry Gorham, John S. Waterbury.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM 1821 TO 1880.

1821, Thaddens Bell; 1822, Henry Bates; 1823, John Weed, Jr.; 1824,

John Bell; 1825, Abraham Clock; 1826, Thaddens Bell; 1827-28,

John Bell; 1829, Jonathan Bates; 1830, John Bell; 1831-32, Holly

Bell; 1833, Edward Scofield; 1834, John Weed, Jr.
;
1835, Edward

Scofield; 1836, Holly Bell
;
1837, Nathahiel H. Wildman. Holly Bell

;

1838, Edward Scofield; 1839-40, William Andreas; 1841, Edward

Scofield
;
1842^5, Gilbert G. Waterbury

;
1846, Isaac L. Hoyt, Daniel

B. Fayerweather
;
1847, Isaac L. Hoyt, John S. Adams; 1848, Ben-

jamin S. Bead, Alfred Perry; 1849, Ira Scofield, John Sherwood;

1850, Benjamin S. Reed, Anson Ryan ; 1851, Lester St. John ; 1852,

Benjamin S. Reed; 1853-54, Gilbert G. Waterbury; 1855, Thomas

Reed
; 1856, Holly Bell

;
1857, Nathan Roberts; 1858, Charles Brown

;

1859, Nathan Roberts; 18G0, Charles Brown
; 1861, Holly Bell

;
1862,

Benjamin Weed; 1863-64, William A. Cummings; 1865-67, Henry

Morehouse; 1868-70, Ira Scofield; 1871-72, Henry Morehouse
; 1873,

Ira Scofield; 1874, F. W. BouggerholT; 1875-76, John Hilton; 1877,

Vincent Colyer; 1878, Charles Brown; 1879-80, Vincent Colyer.

SCHOOLS.

For present condition of the schools, see General

History.
GRAND LIST, 1879.

Number. Value.
Houses 422 8786,990
Acres of land

6566

438,697

Mills and Stores 33 32,500
Horses

273

16,510

Neat cattle

558

13,147

Sheep 58 290
Carriages

150

13,745

Time-pieces 78 3,905

Musical instruments 6,415

Furniture 17,900

Bank stock 92,944

Money at interest 36,805

In trade 16,950

In vessels 6,100

Fisheries 26,913

All other property 1,100

Ten per cent 14,736

$1,525,647

Abate 6,127

$1,519,520

Polls 145
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MILITARY RECORD,

TENTH REGIMKNT.

Company G.

Hoyt. Isaac L., captain ; must. Oct. 2, 18(jl ; diorl Marcli 20, 1802.

Whitney, Charles S., must. Oct. 2, 18U1 ; discli. Oct. 7, 1804, at expiration

of term.

Howman, AVilliam H., must. Oct. 2, 1801; died May 20, 1802, Newljorii,

N. C.

Clock, Charles H., must. Oct. 2,1801; wounded Aug. 10,1804; died of

wounds, Sept. 11, 1804.

Beuedict, Lewis H., must. Oct. 2, 1801 ; died Oct. 0, 1802, WnHhington,

N. C.

Byxter, Raymond, must. Oct. 2,1801; re-enl. Jan. 1,1804; must, out Aug.

25, 1805.

Clark, George H., must. Oct. 2. 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1804.

Howe, William H., must. Oct. 2,1801; died Oct. 23, 1802, Washington,

N. C.

Meeker, Seth H., must. Oct. 2, 1801 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1804.

Northrop, Charles E., must. Oct. 6, 1801; re-enl. Feb. 0,1804; must, out

Aug. 25, 1805.

Tucker, John W., must. Oct. 2, 1801 ; died April 10, 1802, Newborn, N. C.

Vincent, Gilbert, must. Oct. 2, 1801; disch. Sept. 11, 1802.

Waterbury, Charles F., must. Oct. 2, 1801; disch. for disability, Dec. 19,

1801.

Webb, Henry L., must. Oct. 9,1801 ; re-cni. Jan. 1,1804; wounded; must,

out Aug. 23, 1805.

Weed, Alfred, must. Oct. 2, 1861 ; re-enl. Feb. 0, 1804,; must, out Aug.

25, 1805.

Whaley, James A., must. Oct. 2, 1801 ; died Aug. 3, 1864, Andersonville.

Wood, William A. (1st), must. Oct. 2, 1801; re-enl. Jan. 1,1804; must,

out Aug. 15, 1805.

Wood, Caleb, must. Oct. 2, 1801 ; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 15,

1805.

ELEVENTH REGIMENT.

Company H.

Henderson, Frederick, must. March 31, 1864; died Feb. 5, 1805, Fortress

Monroe, Va.

Jackson, Thomas, must. March 31, 1864; wounded June 18, 1804; must.

out Dec. 25,1865.

Johnson, Edward J., must. March 29, 1804.

Laverick, William, must. March 29,1864; disch. for disability. Doc. 17,

1804.

Comjiany K.

WilliHms, Barnabas P., must. March 29, 1804.

Williams, David, must. March 31, 1804; must, out Dec. 21, 1805.

TWELFTH REGIMENT.

Company B,

Dailey, Michael, must. March 20, 1864.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

Charles A. Hobble, captain ; nmst. July 18, 1802; wounded; must, out

July 19, 1805.

Joseph E. Moorehonse, sergeant; must. July 18, 1802; pro. to captain;

must, out as iirst lieutenant July 19, 1805.

John S. Dayton, corporal.

Martin Cash, corporal ; must. July 23, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Ball, John W., must. Aug. 12, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

Bates, James H., must. Aug. 9, 1802 ; died March 13, 1805.

Bates, George R., must. Aug. 8, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Dibble, William H., must. July 21, 1802 ; disch. for disability, Juno 3,

1804.

Hoyt, Lorenzo L., must. July 25, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 5, 1865.

Hoyt, Edwaid S., must. July 24, 1802; died Aug. 27, 1804, Andersonville,

Ga.

Johnson, Elias, must. Aug. 11, 1802 ; died Oct. 20, 1862, Fort Kearney.

Murphy, Thomas, must. July 23, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Mills, William E., must. Aug. 11, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Morehouse, Alfred, must. July 26, 1802
; must, out July 19, 1865.

Northrop, AVilliam H., must. July 25, 1862 ; wounded ; died Nov. 9, 1S64,

Florence, S. C.

Stevens, James E., must. July 23,1802; disch. for disability, Nov. 23,

1862.

Scofielil, Frank, must. July 23, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Scoloy, Albert 0., must. Aug. 0, 1802 ; died Jan. 9, 1805, Annapolin, Md.

Slauson, Harvey, must. Aug, 11, 1802; must, out July 19, IftCi.

Vincent, Jacob W,, muHt, Aug, .1, 1802 ; died Nov. 28, 18f;4, Florence, 8. C.

Void, .Josi^I.h, must. July 22, 1802; wounded; died Feb. 2.';, ISCu, New
Haven, Conn.

Whitney, George A., must, July 20, 1862; must, out .Inly 19, 18*55.

Whitney, Henry P., must, Aug, 8, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Whitney, Moranda H., must. Aug. 9, 1802; wounded; must, out June

14, 1865.

Weed, Raymond, must. Aug. 11, 1802 ; died July 7, 1H6!, Frederick, Md.

Company D.

Keef, William, must. Jan. 20, 1805; must, out July 19, 1805.

Company G.

Braunsaugor, Fred., must, .Tan, 5, 1804 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Davis, Albert G,, must, Sept. 0, 18(^4 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Fincli, Smith H., must. Sept. 0, 18M; must, out July 19, 18C5.

Company Jl.

Care, Thonias P., must. Aug. 11, 1802
;
pro. to first lieutenant; must, out

July 19, 1805.

Whitney, Horace, must. Aug. 12, 1802
;
pro. to second lieutenant ; must.

out (as sergeant) July 19, 1805.

Scofield, Franklin H., must. Aug. 7, 1862 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, Jan. 15,

1804.

Sellick, Benjamin, must. Aug. 6, 1862 ; wounded July, 1863 ; must, out

July 19, 1865.

Company I.

Homans, William, must. Dec. 30, 1804 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT.

Company I.

St. John, Benjamin, must. Sept. 9, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Vanverse, Isaac E., must. Nov. 3, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

FIRST REGIMENT CAVALRY, CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Mayer, Charles, must. Dec. 31, 1864 ; not taken up on rolls.

SECOND LIGHT BATTERY, CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Treat, John B,, must. Feb. 24, 1864: must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Company H.

Bonleur, Charles, must. Sept. 23, 1861; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1803.

Company T.

Larocke, Frank, must. Nov. 12, 1S03; must, out Aug. 21, 1805

Company K,

Osterwalter, Heinrich, must. Nov. 11, 1803.

Wallace, James, must. Nov. 14, 1803; trans, to U.S. Navy, April 28,1804.

Company Q.

Morris, John F., must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; wounded Juue 14,1802 ; re-enl. Dec.

22, 1803.

Atwater, Silas T., must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1803.

Fortune. Philliiis, must. Sept. 5,1801; re-enlisted; killed at Drury's

BUitr, May 10, 1864.

Roberts, Nathan S., must. Sept. 5, ISOl ; disch. to accept appointment in

U. S. C. T., Aug. 21, 1803.

Weed, Isaac, must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1863; missing Jlay 10,

1804.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

HON. CHARLES BROWX.

Charles Brown, son of Dr. and Elizabeth (Leeds)

Brown, was boTn on the same farm in Darien, Conn.,

where he now resides, Dee. 20, ISOO. His fatlier died

when Charles was about three years old, and he re-

mained with his mother until he was sixteen years

of age, diligently availing himself of the meagre op-

portunities a eountry lad enjoyed for acquiring au
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education, which were summed up in three montlis'

attendance (or less) at the winter's term of district

school during the year. When sixteen he went to

New York, and was duly ajjprenticed, in the solemn

manner of those days, to one Samuel Webster, a ship-

joiner. Staying with him until he was of age, and

thoroughly familiarizing himself with his trade, he

shortly afterwards went into business on his own ac-

count and prospered. Continuing steadily at work,

personally supervising and attending to his labor,

Mr. Brown remained in New York until he was

forty-five years old, when, tiring of the city, and

having accumulated sutRcient property to allow him
to take some leisure, he retired from business, and,

returning to Darien, purchased the old homestead of

sixty-five acres, and has since resided there, building

his present cheerful residence in 1851. He has added

to the old home by purchase, and has now the satis-

faction of owning a typical New England farm, where

beauty, thrift, and neatness vie with each other for

supremacy.

Mr. Brown is pleasant and social, and enjoys to a

great extent the confidence of his fellow-townsmen.

He has held various town ofiices, and has been select-

man for ten or twelve years. He also represented

Darien in the State Legislature in 1858, 1860, and

1877. Mr. Brown in his early life was what Avas

known as a "Henry Clay" Whig, and since 1856 has

acted with the Republican party, deeming liberty the

inalienable right of every human being.

Mr. Brown married, Sept. 29, 1833, Miss Ann E.

Conkling, of New York. She died Feb. 23, 1856.

Their children were Ann A. (Mrs. Joseph E. More-

house) and Helen A. (deceased). May 27, 1857, Mr.

Brown married Miss Caroline Burt, of Orange Co.,

N. Y. She died Oct. 13, 1872. Their only child,

Jane B., married Charles E. Vail, and now resides in

Stamford. Mr. Brown was married, Oct. 16, 1868, to

Ella A. Russell, of New York City. Mr. and Mrs.

Morehouse reside with Mr. Brown, with their three

children,—Charles W., Helen B., and Henry B.

Mr. Brown is a man of marked probity of character,-

intelligent and high-minded, of good executive ability,

and is justly esteemed one of Darien's most progres-

sive citizens, ever active in everything tending to

elevate, improve, or educate humanity.

CHAPTER XXVIL
EASTON.

Geographical—Topographical—The Settlement—Names of Pioneers

—

Kevolutiouary Incident—A Remarkable Phenomenon—The Tomb of

Samuel Staples—Ecclesiastical—Civil and Militaiy History.

Easton is located near the centre of the county,

and is bounded as follows : On the north by Redding

and Newtown ; on the east by Monroe and Trumbull

;

on the south by Fairfield ; on the west by Weston

and Redding. Its surface is moderately hilly, and
its soil fertile.

The first settlements in this town were made in

about the year 1757, by inhabitants of Fairfield.

Among the early settlers were

:

Samuel Staples, the founder of the free academy
which bears his name, died in 1797, about four years

after the founding of the school, aged seventy-seven

years; Rev. James Johnson, the first Congregational

minister here, who died in 1810, aged seventy-six

years; Deacon Wm. Bennett, Hezekiah Banks,

Samuel Wakeman, John Wheeler, Moses Sturges, El-

nathan Williams, Zalmon Burr, Daniel Wheeler,

Thomas Sherwood, Benajah Bennett, Daniel Jackson,

John Jackson, Nathan Jackson, Benjamin Beardsley,

Josiah Brinsmade, Josiah Sanford, John Sherwood,

Wm. Prince, James Prince, Dr. Gabriel Baldwin,

Matthew Hubbell, Timothy Hubbell, Nathaniel Hub-
bell, Stephen Hubbell, Seth Hubbell, Moses Burr,

Joseph Willson, Edmund Jennings, Levi Foote,

Nathan Wheeler, Nathan Gould, Daniel Lyon, Ez-

born Hull, Miles Merwin, Lyman Merwin, Jeremiah

Osborn, Nathaniel Seeley, Ebenezer Seeley, Ezarr

Sherman, Lewis Goodsell, David Pendleton, Thad-

deus Jennings, Enoch Jennings, Daniel Glover,

Thomas Turney, David Turney, Nathan Wakeman,
Joseph Seeley, Abbie Ogden, Burr Gilbert, John

Davis, Stephen Lyon, Abram Lyon, Thomas Lyon,

Josiah Lyon, Nehemiah W. Lyon, died 1860, in his

one hundred and first year, Baraik Taylor, Daniel

Wakeman, Ezekiel 0. Banks, Job Perry, Hezekiah

Thorp, Samuel Thorp, John Olmsted, Daniel Holmes,

David Treadwell, David Silliman, Nathaniel Davis,

Seth Hill, Miles Oakley, David Thorp, David Seeley,

Zaccheus Lyon, Isaac Hubbell, Capt. Daniel Fayer-

weather, of Revolutionary memory, Ariel French,

Justus Bennett, Stephen Seeley, Ephraim Seeley,

Ebenezer Hubbell, Nathaniel Lyon, Samuel Wheeler,

Zachariah Somers, Thomas Patterson, Edward Lacy,

Nathan Bennett, Matthew Sherwood, David Taylor,

Nehemiah Deforest, Stephen Blackman, Andrew
Lyon, Stephen Gregory, Lewis Edwards, Edward
Duncombe, Solomon Burton, Zachariah Lacey, Ste-

phen Bennett, Isaac Bennett.

REVOLUTIONARY INCIDENT.

When the British went to Danbury a small boy

named Miles Merwin was discovered by them, and

a young officer caught him and threatened to take

him away with them. An older officer told him to

let him go, and he scampered oflT. This was while

Moses Bun, an old Tory, was yoking up Samuel

Wakeman's oxen for the British to take away : they

took them away. Jack, slave of Samuel Wakeman,
was going to the blacksmith's shop to get a horse

shod and met the advanced guard, who chased him

into the woods, where the darkey got away and

stayed in the woods several days before he could be

induced to come out.
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Moses Bun's house had a trap-door in his floor, so

that the Tories or regulars could drop into the cellar

in case of being in danger.

Gould Dimon, who was a neutral, was looked uj)

to make him join the army ; he heard of it, and went

and secreted himself in an old liouse, now demolished.

Dr. Uriah Patrick lived there last. He was tracked

by heavy frost to the house, but secreted himself be-

tween a large plate of wood and the chimney. The
place was known and several balls were fired into the

plate, and at last he was dragged out and taken off.

The house was torn down about forty years ago, and

the balls were found in the plate.

REMARKABLE PIIENOiMENON.

The following account of a remarkable phenom-

enon which occurred in this town is taken from the

Connecticut Journal, under date Dec. 24, 1807 :

" On Monday, the 14tli inst., at about the break of clay or a little after,

the weather being moderate and calm, and the atmosphere somewhat

cloudy and foggy, a meteor or fire-ball passing from a northern point ex-

ploded over the western part of this State with a tremendous report. At
the same time several pieces of stony substance fell to the earth in Fair-

field County. One mass was driven against a rock and dashed in small

pieces, a peck of which remained on the spot. About three miles distant,

in the town of Weston (now Easton), another large piece fell upon the

earth, of which a mass of about thirty pounds' weight remains entire,

and was exhibited the same day at town-meoting. A small mass lias

been sent to Yiile College and examined by a number of gentlemen. It

was immediately perceived by Profe-ssor Silliman to contain a metal, and

on presenting it to a magnet a powerful attraction proved it to be iron.

This is, we believe, the first instance in the United States in which the

substance of this species of meteor has been found on the earth, though it

has often been found in Europe. Fortunately, the facts respecting this

wonderful phenomenon are capable of being ascertained and verified by

precision, and an investigation will, we understand, be commenced for

the purpose. We request gentlemen wlio may have observed it, in dis-

tant parts of the State, to favor the public with their observations. It is

desirable to ascertain the course or direction of the meteor, the point of

compass in which it appeared in different places, the general appearance

and velocity, the manner of its explosion, and the time between the ex-

plosion and the report."

THE STAPLES ACADEMY.

This academy, which for more than three-quarters

of a century has ranked among the leading educa-

tional institutions in New England, was founded by

Samuel Staples in 1798. Under date of Oct. 16, 1798,

the following advertisement appeared in the American

Telegraphe, published at Newfield (now Bridgeport) ;

"Staple's Fuee School is now opened in WESTON (now Easton)

under the care and inspection of James Burnet, A. B., & MR. GIDEON
WHEELER. In this school are taught the first rudiments of the Eng-

lish Languge, English Grammar, Writing, the Latin and Greek Lan-

guages, Oratory, Geography, Matliematics, etc. Strict attention paid to

the deportment and morals of children and youth.

' Price of instruction, one dollar per quarter. The poor are instructed

gratis. Board to be had in good familes as cheap iis in any of the neigh-

boring towns.
" Andrew Elliot, "j

"Joseph Noyes, > Tinslees.

" Nath.vn Wheeler, ;

"Oct. 10, 1798."

Samuel Staples lies buried in Easton, and his tomb-

stone bears the following inscription

:

" In memory of Mr. Samuel Staples, who died Feb. 21, 1787, in the

79th year of his age. He was possessed of a Plentiful Fortune, which ho

Devoted to Pious and Charitable Purpose*, Efipecially The Founding of a

free School for the Education of Poor Children and Youth in Faibfiklb.

Also a OoiiBiderable Sum for the Support of the Gosjiel in the I'arijtti of

NoiiTIi Faiiifiklo, And a birge EKtale for the piirjxjW! of .S<;liix>lin)f Pwr
Cbihiren at llie Different SciioolH in Westov. ll-; wiut A Sti-ady Atti;iid-

ant on tlio W(jr«hip of Goo, A Friend ii< the Libertl'M of C<juutrj%

Both Civil and Sacred, And left tlii« Mortal Scene in Humble Hope of

Eternal Bliss Through Jesl'8 Christ onr Lord."

Hon. Isaac Toucey, Governor and United States

senator, received the rudiments of lus education at

the free academy in Easton, and offered to give five

hundred dollars toward erecting a suitable monument

to the memory of Mr. Staples.

CIVIL HISTORY.

The first town-meeting was held on the first Mon-

day in August, 1845, on " the green near by the meet-

ing-house." Walker Sherwood, moderator.

The following officers were elected: Edwin Hill,

Town Clerk ; Daniel B. Fayerweather, Walter Lyon,

Burr S. Wheeler, Selectmen ; Eli Adams, Treasurer

;

James Baldwin, Treasurer of T. D. Fund; John

S. Adams, Walker Sherwood, Loan Agents of T. D.

Fund; Charles Wheeler, Town Agent; M. Burr,

Burr Bennett, George Knapp, John S. Kowland,

Elihu N. Taylor, S. W. Banks, Constables ; Judson

Windon, James D. Johnson, Samuel Jackson, Grand

Jurors ; A. W. Thorpe, Alfred Perry, Samuel Jack-

son, John S. Adams, Tythingmen
;
Benjamin Hall,

Curtis Cole, Biyr Bradley, D. B. Fayerweather, Jo-

seph Silliman, Poundkeepers ; Albert Gusline, H. B.

Hall, John Wells, Haywards
;
George Knapp, Ezra

B. Seeley, J. D. Johnson, Fence-Viewers ; Ransom
Lyon, Sealer.

The following is a list of selectmen from the organi-

zation of the town to 1881

:

1840, Orando Perry, Walker Lyon
;
1840-49, Samuel Jackson ; 1846-50,

Walker Sherwood; 1849, D. B. Fayerweather; 1848-50, Willis

Wheeler; 1851-50, John Edwards
;
1851, Eli Adams

;
1852-5o, James

Baldwin; 1852, Jesse Wakeman; 1853-55, Edward Hill; 1850-58,

Sherwood Lyon; 1857, Charles Wheeler; 1857, P. B. Sherwood
; 1858,

N. S. Silliman; 1859-00, Mullett Seeley; 1859-CO, 1863, Civid W.
Sherwood

;
1801-03, Floyd Tucker ; 1801-02, 1804, Dimon Bradley

;

1802-04, Isiuic P. Wheeler; 1803, J.S.Cole; 1804, Burr Bennett ; 1865

-60, Samuel W. Wheeler, Philo Hall; 1867, J. S. Ruwland; 1807

-68, William Wakeman
;
1808-09, Philo B. Sherwood

;
1809, John

Wheeler; 1870, C. W. Blakenian, John Wheeler; 1871-72, Joseph

E. Fields; 1871, F. R. Wheeler; 1873, Joseph W. Johnson; 1874,

G. Bradley Sauford, William Wakeman ; 1875-76, William Ward

;

1875-79, Bennett Seeley
;
1875, Edwin Godfrey

; 1876, W. W. Jen-

nings; 1877, John S. Rowland; 1877, E. N. Taylor; 1877-79, Wil-

liam W. Jennings; 1879, George Burr Tucker.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM 1S50 TO ISSO.

1850-51, Anson Ryan
;
1852, James Johnson ; 1853, Samuel W. Wheeler;

1854, Sherwood Lyon
;
1S55, J. S. Adams ; 1850, Getirgc Whalcn

;

1857, David S. Edwaixis; 1858, Charles Wheeler; 1859, Philo B.Sher-

wood; 1800, John S. Rowland; 1801, Philo Hall; 1802, .\lnvz Brad-

ley
;
1803, Isaac P. Wheeler

;
1804, Burr Bennett : 1865, Charles E.

Bradley; 1800, C. W. Bhikeman
; 1807, E. P. Fisher; 1808, Dimon

Bradley; 1809, Edwin Wheeler ; 1870, Floyd Tucker; 1871, Ransom

0. Smith; 1872, George S. Burr: 1873, Francis L. Staples; 1874,

Joseph E. Fields; 1875, Robert G. Galloway ; 1870. Elihu X.Ti\.vlor;

1877, John Wheeler; 1878, Arthur Tucker; 1879-80, Joseph W.
Johnson.
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RELIGIOUS.

CHRIST CHURCH*
This church was organized as early as 1763, under

the care of the London Missionary Societies, and was

supplied with ministerial services by it for about

twenty years. In 1784 it seems to have been reor-

ganized by the appointment of John Nichols as clerk,

Benoni Dimon, Calvin Wheeler, and Moses Burr as

vestrymen, and Ezra Winton and Eobert Downes as

wardens. The Rev. Philo Shelton, the first Episco-

pal minister ordained in the United States, was then

called as rector, and continued to 1818.

Among the early members were Seth Gilbert,

Thaddeus Gilbert, Thomas Colyer, - Jonathan Coley,

Thomas TreadAvell, Nathan Jackson, Alexander Piatt,

Hezekiah Osborn, Increase Burr, Andrew Gilbert,

Nathaniel Davis, David Thorp, Daniel Coley, Gould

Nichols, Eliphalet Nichols, Peter Nichols, Ephraim
Nichols, Samuel Wheeler, John Wheeler, Adin
Jackson, Andrew Winton, Hezekiah Thorp, Joseph

Winton, Ebenezer Nichols, Joseph Treadwell, Gould

Bradley, Joseph Darling, William Burr, Joseph Burr,

Alexander Nichols, Andrew Gilbert, and others.

The first church edifice was erected in 1763,—

a

rude structure,—and was never completely finished,

though it stood until about the year 1850. It was

known as the North Fairfield Episcopal Church at

Gilberttown. In 1873 a new chapel was built, near

the academy at the centre. It has always been rather

a missionary station than an independent parish.

Through the untiring efforts of Mrs. Henry Perry,

of Southport, a fund has been raised as a memorial

of the Rev. Philo Shelton, the first rector, who was

the maternal grandfather of Mrs. Perry; this sum
amounts to four thousand dollars, the income to be

applied to the salary of the rector of the parish.

The following rectors have officiated for the church

:

The missionaries of the Church of England to the

Revolutionary war ; Rev. Philo Shelton, from 1784 to

1812; Rev. Eli Wheeler, during 1813; Rev. David
Belden, 1813-16; Rev. Joseph D. Welton, 1816-19.

Then occasional services were held by different cler-

gymen until about 1835, when the Rev. D. G. Tom-
linson took charge for four years ; Rev. Dr. Darkin,

1840, for one year ; Rev. Charles Todd, one year ; Rev.

William Atwill, 1842-44; Rev. H. V. Gardner, 1849-

51 ; Rev. Enoch Huntington, 1851-53.

At this time the parish received from the Legisla-

ture the corporate name of Christ Church, Easton; up

to this time it was known as the Episcopal Society of

North Fairfield. Since that time the rectors have

been Rev. Alfred Louderback, 1861-62 ; Rev. Henry
Zell, from February to November, 1863, when death

closed his ministry ; Rev. William L. Bostwick, 1864

-65; Rev. John N. Marvin, 1865-71 ; Rev. Charles W.
Kelley, 1873-75; Rev. David M. Elwood, 1876-79;

Rev. William H. Bulkley, 1880. Present officers : Eli

Winton, William Ward, Wardens ; Arthur M. Oak-

ley, James Nichols, Vestry. Present number of mem-
bers, about thirty

r

THE BAPTIST CHURCH.

f

The Baptist Church of Weston (now Easton) was

constituted April 13, 1831, and recognized as such

by a council consisting of Rev. Elisha Cushman, John
Cookson, J. H. Linsly, Alfred Gates, Mr. Duxborough,

Mr. Roberts, and Nathan D. Benedict, who had met

for the purpose of setting apart Brother Alva Gregory

to the work of the gospel ministry. It consisted of

sixty-seven members set off" from the Baptist Church

of Stratfield,—viz. : Deacon David Silliman, Sr.,

Stephen Jennings, Sr., Eli Adams, Stephen Jen-

nings, Jr., Cyrus Silliman, Stephen Blackman, Reuben

B. Gilbert, Andrew Leavenworth, Seth Gilbert, Nor-

man C. Sherwoo^l, Isaac Jennings, Samuel Gregory,

William Rowel, Thomas Peck, Horace Lyon, George

Lyon, Alonzo Gilbert, Ezra Silliman, Josiah Piatt,

Harvey Rowel, Isaac Turney, Isaac Thorp, John Cal-

vin, Ruth Beach, Lucy Gilbert, Eunice Edwai-ds,

Hannah Wildman, Charity Judson, Polly Silliman,

Orra Sherwood, Deborah Silliman, Naomie Mallett,

Anna Beardslee, Anna Turney, Mahala Austin, Char-

ity Blakeman, Pamela Fayerweather, Abigail Haw-
ley, Esther Beers, Sarah Hall, Ruth Seeley, Caroline

Gilbert, Maria Silliman, Roda Hayes, Hannah Hayes,

Mercy S. French, Miriam Leavenworth, Huldah

Adams, Clarissa Silliman, Asenatli Beardslee, Hannah
Silliman, Ruth Lyon, Clarissa Rowel, Betsey Silliman,

Sally Lyon, Laura Lyon, Ruth Hawley, Harriet

Thorp, Clarissa Rowel (2d), Phoebe A. Peck, Jemima
Jackson, Eliza Turney, Eunice Turney (2d), Abigail

Leavenworth, Priscilla B. Dimon, Clarissa Silliman

(2d), Eleanor Lyon.

The first officers were : David Silliman, Deacon

;

Eli Adams, Clerk. The first minister was Rev. Na-

than Wildman; the present minister is Rev. J. M.

Phillips.

Name and time employed of each minister : Nathan

Wildman, three years ; William Dennison, thirteen

years; Jacob Gardener, two years; John Warren,

twenty-one years nine months ; Jabez T. Bender, two

years four months; James M. Phillips, three years.

The present officers are : Morris Banks, William W.
Jennings, Deacons ; David Silliman, David W. Sher-

wood, Trustees ; M. W. Silliman, Clerk. The mem-
bership at present numbers one hundred and thirty-

two. The first church edifice was erected in 1830,

the second in 1849, and the third in 1874. There was

expended on the second edifice for repairs, $2775.50

;

on the third, $1607.93.

Legacies amounting to $1275 have been left this

church by the following : Naomie Bennett, for land

used as the parsonage, seven acres, $500 ; Mrs. Greg-

ory, for a Sabbath-school fund, $175; Miss Julia

* Contributed by Mr. Eli Winton. t Contributed by M. W. Silliman.
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Seeley, $500, and Miss Abba Leavenworth, $100, for

the use of the church. Rev. Russell .Jennings has

paid nearly one-fourth of the imstor's salary for sev-

eral years past.

The following have been licensed to preach from

this church : Edmund Turney, Hawley Gilbert, Her-

vey Silliman, Sherwood Lyon, John S. Mallette, Jolin

Sammis.

For two or three years after the organization of tlie

church an extensive revival of religion visited it,

materially strengthening tlie churcli, and encouraging

the new field of labor, wliich proved timely, for soon

&ome of the number were dismissed to form a Baptist

church at White Hills. The church, now enjoying

the indefatigable labors of its pastor, Rev. Wm.
Dennison, had many additions.

The church was soon again called to part witli

about seventy-five of its number to constitute the

Baptist church of Stepney, in 1848. Since that year

we have been visited with many precious seasons of

refreshing by the Holy Spirit, leading many to walk

the narrow way with us, and, ere we were expecting,

many were called to tlie better land. During the

stay of each pastor we have witnessed the fruit of his

labors by the ingatliering of many ; so that none can

say, " I labored with tlie Easton Baptist Church in

vain ;" for which we sincerely thanlc tlie Great Head
of the Church.

THE CENTKE METHODIST EPISOOPAL SOCIETY

of Easton was organized in the winter of 1843-44.

The first officers were Eli Wakeman, Clerk ; Ranson

Lyon, Daniel C. Salmon, and Ira Sturges, Building

Committee; Ranson Lyon, Emery Sherwood, Daniel

C. Salmon, Harry Fanton, Bradley Williams, AVilliam

Cogswell, Thomas Goodsell, Trustees ; Ranson Lyon,

Treasurer; William Cogswell, Collector. The first

minister was William H. Bangs. The church build-

ing was erected in 1844.

The present officers are as follows : Iverson C. Fan-

ton, Clerk ; D. S. Fanton, Treasurer ; B. F. Banks,

D. S. Fanton, AVilliam F. Lockwood, A. C. Lyon,

William Cogswell, I. C. Fanton, Trustees ; B. F.

Banks, W. F. Lockwood, M. W. Salmon, Society's

Committee. Number of present members, one hun-

dred and four. The church was repaired and re-

modeled in 1871.

Tliis church and Lee Chapel church form one

parish, Lee Chapel church being much the oldest.

MILITARY RECORD-

TENTH KEGIMENT.

Company U.

Harris, John, must. Nov. 19, 1804 ; must, out Aug. 5, 1SG5.

Jonee, Thomas, must. Nov. 22, 18C4; hung by sentence of coui't-martiul,

Feb. 18, 1865.

Kerrigan, John, must. Nov. 22, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company D.

Jennings, Moses B., must. .\ug. 12, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.
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Marsh, Thomas A., must. Aug. 9, 1801 ; wounded and tranii. to Vet. Bet.

Corps; (liscli. for disability, Aug. 12, lWi5.

Quick, Cliarlus E., must. Aug. '.), 1861 ; wounded May 2, 1803; miuit. out

July 19, 1805.

Onnpany JI,

Mallett, Charles S., must. Sept. 1, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 18C5.

Company K.

liirclium, Henry, must. Aug. 20, IHOl ; diseh. for disability, Oct. 29, 1863,

Cunfield, George, must. Aug. 15, 1801 ; discli. for disability, Dec. 10, 1802.

Edwards, Hubert, must. Aug. 15, 1801 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Hall, David, Jr., must. Aug. 7, 1801 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Lord, Jauies, must. Sejit. 1, 1861 ; trans. Ui Invalid Corps; must, out Aug.

11, 1805.

Tillison, Jesse, must. Aug. 9, 1801 ; must, out July 19, 180.5.

Harris, John, must. Sept. 16, 1864; forwarded Oct. 20, 1804; not taken

up on rolls.

TWENTY-THIllD KEGIMENT.

Company D,

William Corning, must. Aug. 8, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863. <

Buckley, Gershom B., must. Sept. 8, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 31, 180.3.

Burr, William H., must. Sept. 9, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Edwards, David S., must. Sept. 8, 1861 ; died July 19, 1803, at New Or-

leans, La.

French, Levi, must. Sept. 0, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

French, Almon H., nuist. Sept. 9, 1801; disch. Aug. .31, 1863.

Hill, Park, must. Aug. 25, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Hill, Beach, must. Aug. 25, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Hard, Eli, must. Aug. 2.5, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Hall, Charles, must. Sept. 9, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Jennings, William W., must. Aug. 25, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Keeler, Peter P., must. Aug. 31, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

M.arsh, Joshua, must. Sept. 8, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Perry, John L., must. Sept. 8, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Burs, Able E., must. Aug. 25, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Earlc, George M., must. Sept. 10, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Freeborn, Edward K., must. Sept. 10, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Sherwood, Charles H., must. Sept. 10, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Tjiylor, Ormel P., must. Sept. 10, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Wade, Joseph S., must. Sept. 0, 1801.

Wanzer, James M., must. Sept. 10, 1801 ; trans, to Thirteenth Conn. Vols,

to servo out time.

Company K.

Edwards, John, must. Nov. 24, 1801 ; disch. Nov. 24, 1804.

McFarland, John, nnist. Nov. 24, 1801 ; re-enl. Jan. 0, 1804.

McFarland, Robert, must. Nov. 24,1801; disch. for disability, Jan. 6,

1803.

SECOND LIGHT BATTERY CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Seeley, Frederick 0., must. Aug. 0, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

Burkhard, Louis, must. A\ig. 13, 1802 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

Banks, Bradley, must. Aug. 0, 1862; disch. Aug. 19, 1863.

Garmo, John L. D., must. Aug. 13, 1862 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, Jan. 5, 1864;

must, out July 14, 1805.

Lynn, Joseph, must, Aug. 6, 1862 ; trans, to Vet Res. Corps, Jan. 17, 1865

;

disch. June 29, 1805.

Sliarot, Andrew J., must. Aug. 9, 1802; must, out Aug. 9, 1S05.

Turney, Albert E., nuist. Aug, 9, 1802 ; must, o<it Aug. 9,1865.

Ward, Johnson B,, must. Aug. 0, 1862; must, out Aug. 9, 1S65.

Eeardon, Patiick, nuist. Nov. 19, 1863; must, out Aug. 9, 18G5.

Seavey, Thomas, must. Dec. 22, 1863 ; must, out A\ig. 9, 1865.

ARTILLERY.

Company jlf.

Lovcjoy, Frederick P., umst. Feb. 4, 1S61 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864 ; must, out

Sept. 25, 1865,

McDcrmott, James, must. Feb. 4, ISOl ; re-enl. Feb. 3, 1S64,

Patterson, Frankliii, must. Feb. 4, 1861; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1804; must, out

Sept. 25, 1805.

SECOND ARTILLERY.

Company C.

Stewart, Thomas B., must. Jan. 2, 1S04 ; wounded Sept. 19, 1864 ; must.

out .\ug. 18. 1805.

White, Edward, must. Dec. 21, 1803; must, out June 2ll, IfrOo.



278 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

Company B.
'

\Vhite, George, must. Aug. 20, 1863.

Company E.

Craft, George W., must. July 22, 1861.

Howard, William, must. July 22, 1861.

Company H.

Gilbert, Albert P., must. Sept. 23, 1861 ; discli. for disability, Feb. 26,

1864.

Gilbert, Isaac W., must. Sept. 23, 1861 ; disch. for disability, May 14,

1862.

Company I.

Edwards, Robert, must. Sept. 21, 1861; disch. for disability, May 12,

1862.
Company K.

Buckley, David, must. Jan. 5, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 18, 1865.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

FAIBFIELD.

Geographical—Topographical—The Peqnots—Driven to the Swamp

—

The Battle—Koger Ludlow—The First Settlements—Indian Treaties

—

Indian Deeds—The Fairfield Patent—The Departure of Ludlow—The

Revolution—The Burning of Fairfield—Incidents.

The town of Fairfield is located in the southern

part of the county, and is bounded as follows : On the

north by Easton and Weston ; on the east by Bridge-

port; on the south by Long Island Sound; on the

west by Westport and Weston. The surface of the

town is undulating, and the soil is very fertile and

generally free from stone.

THE PEQUOTS.—THE DISCOVERY.

To the renowned Indian-fighter, John Mason, and

the intrepid and talented Roger Ludlow and the sol-

diers who accompanied them on the expedition against

the warlike Pequots, is due the honor of having dis-

covered this section. These were the first white men
who set foot upon the soil of Fairfield.

The Pequots, after the disastrous conflagration at

Mistick, fled westward and secreted themselves in a

swamp near the present village of Southport, in this

town, where they awaited the certain attack of the

English. And they had not long to wait. Mason
and Ludlow had resolved to utterly exterminate this

tribe, whose ferocity at that time stood without a par-

allel in the history of Indian nations. With that de-

termination which knows no failure, the little band

of soldiers followed hard upon the retreating form of

the red brother. Their location in the dismal, miry

swamp was in some respects an advantageous one. It

served as a sort of ambush, and the miry nature of the

place rendered it almost impossible for the English to

approach. In this dismal place were secreted about

eighty Pequot warriors, with their women and chil-

dren and about two hundred other Indians, including

the Fairfield Indians. The Hon. Gideon H. HoUister

says,—
" Dangerous as it was, Lieut. Davenport rushed into it with his men,

eager to encounter the Pequots. The sharp arrows of the enemy flew

from places that hid the archers, wounding the soldiers, who, in their

haste to retreat, only sunk deeper in the mire. The Indians, made bold

by this adventure, pressed hard upon them, and would have carried off

their scalps had it not been for the timely aid of some other Englishmen
who waded into the swamp, sword in hand, drove back the Pequots, and
drew their disabled friends from the mud that had threatened to swallow

them up.

" The swamp was now surrounded, and a skirmish followed that proved

so destructive to the savages that the Fairfield Indians begged for quar-

ter. They said—what was probably true—that they were there only by
accident and had never done the English any harm, and that they only

wished for the privilege of withdrawing from the swamp and leaving

the Pequots to fight it out.

" Thomas Stanton, who knew their language, was sentinto the swamp
with instructions to offer life to all the Indians who had shed no Eng-
lish blood.

" When the sachem of the Fairfield Indians leai'ned the terms pro-

posed by Stanton, he came out of the swamp, followed by little partiej

of men, women, and children. He and his Indians, he said, had shed

no English blood. But the Pequot warriors, made up of choice men, and

burning with rage against the enemy who had destroyed their tribe and

driven them from their old haunts, fought with such desperate bravery

that the English were glad to confine themselves to the border of the

swamp.
" There now sprang up a controversy among the ofRcei-s as to the best

mode of annihilating the little handful of Pequots. Some advised that

they shotild plunge into the swamp and there fight them. But the ex-

periment of Davenport discouraged others from so foolhardy a course.

Others suggested that they should cut down the swamp with the

hatchets they had brought with them
;
others, that they should sur-

round it with palisades. Neither of these propositions was adopted.

They finally hit upon a plan that was more easily executed. They cut

down the bushes that grew upon a little neck of firm upland that

almost divided the swamp into two parts. In this way they so lessened

the area occupied by tlie Pequots that by stationing men twelve feet

apart it could all be surrounded by the troops. This was done and the

sentinels all stationed before nightfall. Thus keeping watch on the

borders of the morass, wet, cold, and weary, the soldiers passed the night

under arms. Just before day a dense fog more than shrouded them in

almost total darkness. A friendly mist it proved to the Pequots, for it

doubtless saved the lives of many of them. At a favorable moment thej'

rushed upon the English. Capt. Patrick's quarters were first attacked,

but he drove them back more than once. Tlieir yells, more terrible from

the darkness that engulfed the scene of the conflict, were so unearthly

and appalling, the attack was so sudden and so well sustained, that, but

for the timely interference of a party sent by Mason to relieve him,

Patrick would doubtless have been driven from his station or cut in

pieces.

" The siege had by this time given place to a hand-to-hand fight. As

Mason was himself marching up to aid Patrick, the Pequots rushed

upon him from the thickets. He drove them back with severe loss.

They did not resume the attack upon the man who had recently given

them such fearful proofs of his prowess, but turned upon Patrick, broke

through his ranks, and fled. About sixty of the Pequot warriors escaped

;

twenty lay dead upon the field ; one hundred and eighty were taken

prisoners. Most of the property that this fugitive remnant of the tribe

had attempted to carry with them fell into the hands of the English.

Hatchets of stone, beautiful wampum-belts, polished bows, and feathered

arrows, with the utensils employed by the women in their rude labors,

became at once, as did the women themselves, the property of the con-

querors. The captives and the booty were divided between Massachu-

setts and Connecticut. Some were sent by Massachusetts to the West

Indies, and there, as slaves, dragged out a wretched yet brief existence.

Among the captives taken in this battle was the wife of Mononotto and

her children. With much dignity, she begged them to save her honor

inviolate and to spare her life and that of her offspring. She had been

kind to the girls who had been taken from Wethersfield, and for this she

and her little ones were recommended—not in vain—to the mercy of the

Governor of Massachusetts."

Thus ended the Pequot war, this being the last

stand made by the tribe against the allied powers of

Massachusetts and Connecticut.

The advent of Roger Ludlow was an important

epoch in the history of this town. He saw with that

intuitive glance characteristic of the man the natural
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advantages of this section, and, comparatively speak-
ing, the war-whoop of the conquered Pcqiiots liad

scarcely died away ere the great lawyer and statesman
had bade adieu to the comforts and conveniences of his
home at Windsor, and with a few pioneers was thread-
ing his way through the wilderness, anxious to rear

civil division of Connecticut. Ludlow settled on the
premises now occuj)ied by Mrs. .Tohn Gould.

INDIAN TREATIES.

The first treaty witli tlie Pcijuonnocke Indians for

lands in tiiis town was coiisiniii/iated May 11, W.i'J,

nA/t£ a^j/- ^^s^i^S^ /^•^raf jC^^ Qn/-o^d2fA^''!r2^^j4^

^^^^ f^iJi^;^

their homes on the fertile lands at Unqowa.* These
were soon after joined by a number fronx Watertown,
Mass., and not much time elapsed ere, under the wise
guidance of Ludlow, the little plantation grew into a
large town, and has ever since remained an important

* Signifying go farther.

and ten years Ititer, June 24, 1649, a second treaty
was made for lands extending from the southwest
bounds of Stratford, six miles along the sea-coast, to
the Sasco fields, and six miles north into the country.
The quitclaim deed to these lands was given March
IG, 1656, and February 11, 1661, the Sasco Indians
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gave a quitclaim deed to tlie Sasco lands. The boun-

daries of these lands were "from the southwest bounds

of the land called Unqowa to the northeast bounds of

the land called Maximus (Bankside), and straight up

into the country six miles."

The deed to these lands were given in consideration

of " thirty coats, 2 yards ai^iece of cloth, and the same

in wampum." This was signed by Ponocamus, Min-

koe, and James, and witnessed by Wenans and Mana-

chem. In deeding these lands the Indians always

reserved " the liberty of fishing, hunting, and fowl-

ing in any river or stream within the town bounds,

only they were not to set traps to the injury of the

cattle." The Fairfield planter always pursued a hu-

mane and equitable course in dealing with the In-

dians, and it was agreed that " the Indians should

have a certain amount of land within the English

bounds set apart to them to plant on for their liveli-

hood."

In 1668 a tract of land lying along the northern

portion of the town was purchased. This was called

Northfield. Soon after, a number of small lots were

laid out along the coast
;
extending across the town

north of these were a tier of pasture lots ; north of

the pasture lots a half-mile common, and north of the

common were laid out the long lots reaching as far

north as the present Redding Centre. These " long

lots" were about eleven miles in length and a few rods

in width. Six hundred and fifty acres were reserved

for church purposes, and three hundred and twenty-

five as school land.

In 1680 a quitclaim deed was executed by the In-

dians to all the lands which had been purchased, of

which a fac simile is given on page 279.

THE FAIRFIELD PATENT.

The following is a copy of the patent granted May
25, 1685

:

•' The General Court of Connecticut have formerly granted to the pro-

prietors of the inliabitants of the town of Fairfield all those lands, both

meadow and upland, within those abutments upon the sea towards the

south, about seven miles in breadth, and in length from the sea into the

wilderness twelve miles, and upon Stratford bounds on the east, and the

wilderness north, and on Norwalk bounds on the west, only a parcel of

land between these bounds and Saugatuck Kiver, that is likewise granted

to the said Fairfield
;
provided the said Saugatuck do not exceed two

miles from the bounds of the said Fairfield, the said lauds having been

by purchase or otherwise lawfully obtained of the Indian natives, pro-

prrietors ; and whereas the proprietors, the foi'esaid inhabitants of Fair-

field, in the colony of Connecticut, have made application to the Gover-

nor and company of the said colony of Connecticut assembled in court.

May 25, 1685, that they may have a patent for confirmation of tlie afore-

said land, BO purchased and granted to them, as aforesaid, and which

they have, and stood seized, and quietly possessed of for many years last

past, without interruption; now for a more full confirmation of the

aforesaid tract of land, as it is butted and bounded as aforesaid, unto the

present proprietors of the said Township of Fairfield, in the possession

and enjoyment of the premises, know ye that the said Governor and

company assembled in General Court according to the commission

granted to us by His Majesty in our charter, have given, granted, and

by these promise to give, grant, ratify, and confirm unto Major Mather

Gold, Mr. Samuel Wakeman, Mr. Jehu Burr, Mr. John Burr, Mr. Thomas

Staples, Mr. John Green, Mr. Joseph Lucknow, Mr. John Wheeler, Mr.

Kichard Hubbell, Mr. George Squier, and Mr. Isaac Wheeler, and the

rest of the present proprietors of the Township of Fairfield, their heirs.

successors, and assigns forever, according to the terms of East Greenwich
in Kent, in free and common sosage, and not in capitte, nor by knight's

service
;
they to make improvements of the same as they are capable

according to the custom of the country, yielding, rendering, and paying
therefore to the Sovereign Lord the -King, his heirs and successors, his

due according to charter.

" In witness whereof we have caused the seal of the colony to be here-

unto affixed the 26th of May, 1685, in the first year of the reign of our

Sovereign Lord James the Second of England, Scotland, and Ireland,

King, Defender of the Faith, &c.

" By order of the General Court of Connecticut.

(Signed) "Eobert Treat, Gov.,

"John Allen, Sec."

THE DEPARTURE OF LUDLOW.

Through the wise guidance of Mr! Ludlow the little

plantation increased in importance, and nothing of

any particular consequence occurred until 1665, when
the border settlements were thrown into a state of

excitement caused by the belligerent attitude of the

Dutch and Indians.

" Fairfield having demanded protection from the

government of New Haven, and receiving none,

held a town-meeting, and unanimously resolved to

send troops and carry on the war themselves indepen-

dently. This action of the inhabitants seems to have

incurred the displeasure of the government.' Their

conduct was treated as reprehensible and seditious,

and Robert Bassete and John Chapman were charged

with " fomenting insurrections and were treated as

the leaders of the project. Ludlow must have known
that these accusations were aimed at him, as he was

the principal man of the town. He felt that he had,

without any moral guilt, incurred the displeasure of

the colony, and that, unless he should make some

humiliating concessions, his behavior would not be

likely to escape public censure. It was quite evident

that his popularity had already reached its meridian.

Proud and sensitive to a high degree, he brooded over

the change that had taken place in his prospects, as

well for promotion as for usefulness, and at last came

to the conclusion, not without many keen regrets, to

leave the colony where he had held so conspicuous a

place for nineteen eventful years. On the 26th of

April, 1654, he embarked at New Haven with his

family and effects for Virginia, where he passed in

obscurity the remainder of his days."

THE REVOLUTION.—THE BURNING OF FAIRFIELD.

The first reference to the war of the Revolution is

under date Dec. 29, 1774, as follows :

" At a Legal Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of Fairfield, held

by agreement on the 29th day of December, a.d. 1774, Ebenezer Silliman,

Esq., Moderator, this meeting having duly considered the Agreement

and Association entered into by the Continental Congress Lately held at

Philadelphia, do heartily approve thereof and adopt the Same, And take

this opportunity to Express their most grateful sense of the good services

of the worthy Delegates from this Colony who attended said Congress

;

and pursuant to the Eleventh Article, said Agreement and Association,

make choice of the following Gentlemen to be a Committee for the pur-

poses therein mentioned, viz. : Gold Selleck Silliman, Jonathan Sturges,

Job Bartram, Andrew Rowland, Samuel Squier, Janathau Bulkley, Elijah

Abel, Increase Bradley, Eliphalet Thorp, .\aron Jennings, Benjamin Lacy,

Daniel Wilson, Azariah Odell, David Hubbell, Zalmon Bradley, John
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Hubbcll, ThomftS Cubic, .Tos<;p)i Ilunford, Stoiiben Goiliuni, Tlia/ldiiUB

Burr, Jonathan Ferris, David Dimi)n, Jolin Wilwon, JoHcpli Strong,

Albert Slierwood, Moss Kent, Samuel Wakenian, John Sijuier, Icliabod

Wliocler, Ebenezer Bartram, Jonatlian Dinioii, Juhoz Hill, Goorgo Burr,

He/.ekiah Hubhell, Benjamin Wheeler, JoHejih Hide, Jerendah Sher-

wood, Daniel Andrews, Hezekiah Bradley, Joseph Bradley, Ejihraim

Lyon, and John Allen.

"Voted, That if any Terson or Persons Shall, directly or indirectly, with

intent to divide, disunite, or otherwise prevent us from Strictly comply-

ing with and conforming to said Agreement and Association, Priblish,

Vend, or Sell, or otherwise dispose of Any Books, Pami)lilet, or publica-

tions in the Town directly tending thereto; Such Person or Persons

Shall be dealt with and exposed in tlie same wayward manner as is pre-

scribed in said Eleventh Article for such Person or Persons as violate

said Agreement and Association.

"Voted, Tliat it is expedient a County Congress be hold to advise and

Consult on the most effectual measures to carry the said Agreement and

Association into Execution.

•'Voted, Tlint Col. Gold S. Silliman, .Jonathan Sturges, Andrew Bow-

land, Esq., Mr. Job Bartram, and Thaddens Burr be a committee to

attend at Same at Such Time and place as they shall appoint, agreeable

to the other Towns in this County who shall adopt said measures.

"Koied, That Col. Gold S. Silliman, Jonathan Sturges, Andrew Row-

land, Esq., Mr. Job Bartram, and Thad" Burr, Esq., be a Committee of

Correspondence for this Town.
" Ordered by this meeting that a Copy of y° foregoing votes be sent by

the aforesaid Committee of Correspondence to one or more of the Printers

that they may be made be Publick.

"Test: Natman Bulklky,
' " Town Clerk."

The following is a copy of a letter sent from Boston

to the " Patriotic Inhabitants of the Town of Fair-

field :"

" Boston, Nov. 24, 1774.

"Gentlemen,—The Testimony which the Patriotic Inhabitants of the

Town of Eairfield have given of their attendance to the Common and

Glorious Cause of Liberty by their libei'al Donation of Seven hundred

and fifty bushels of Grain by Cap^ Tliorp has affiirdcd much Comfort, as

well as Seasonable Relief, to their friends in Boston, who arc now Suf-

fering under the Cruel Rod of Ministerial Tyranny and Oppression.

"The Sympathy of our friends is a great Support to us under our

Tryals, notwithstanding the greatness and severity of them ; and we trust,

through the favor of our God, We Shall be enabled to persevere in our

Opposition to the Enemies of America, and so Answer the Hopes and Ex-

pectations of our friends of Whose generous Donations We trust We Shall

ever retain a greatful Sense.

" We are particularly obliged by the Assurances you give us that you

are not insensible of our sufferings, and the hope you express that you

shall yet consider your Selves bound to afford us Such Succor and Relief

as your Circumstances and our Wants may Demand.
" May a Kind Providence bountifully reward your liberality and kind-

ness, and the Blessings of him that was ready to perish come down and

rest on the heads of the generous Inhabitants of the Town of Fairfield.

"We hope the inclosed Acct. of the manner in which the Committee

are distributing the Donations of our Friends and Benefactors, in whose

cause (as well as our own) this Town is Suffering, will meet with your

Approbation, as it will afford great satisfaction to

" Your Obliged Friend & Humble Serv'".,

" Henry Hill, by Order

of Conmiittcc of Donations.

" To Jon» Sturges

at Fairfield

:

634 Bushels Rye "]

116 Bushels Wheat I

750 Bushels.
[

Reed 3 If Shoes of Cap'. Thorp J

" To Mr. Jonathan Sturges

and others Committee for Collecting

Donations in the Town of Fairfield,

Connecticut.

" Pr. favor Capt Stephen Thorp."

" The above is a true Copy of the Grig" Letter & Subscription.

" Recorded pr. Nathan Bulkley, Town Clerk, Dec. 19"', 1774."

19

TUB DURNING OF FAIRFIELD.

The following account of the burning of tbi.s U>wn

is taken from tlie liiHtorical nMrc.Hs flelivcrcd by liev.

E. Fj. Rankin, at tlic Fairficlil Centennial Com-
memoration, in 1879:

"On Saturday evening, the 3d day of July, the Britiih fleet weighed

anchor off the port of WhitestJjne, eleven miles e.-int of New York. During

the spring it had m.wle a destructive raid upon Virginia, and returned in

time to aid Gen. Clinton in his successful luseault ufxin Verjilanck'e and

Stony Point on the 1st of June.

" The New York Sons of Liberty had been informed of preparatioDR for

a fresh departure, and sent couriers to New London to warn that city of

the coming invader.

"Sunday, tlie 4th of July, was a warm, calm day. Our people were in

their churches, and the vessels could scarcely have apjjearcd in view be-

fore the night came on. The light breeze hiul no power to move them

swiftly on their course. There were two large men-of-war, the 'Camilla'

and 'Scorpion,' and forty-eight row-galleys, tenders, and transfiorts. Sir

George Collier commanded the fleet and Gen. Tryon the land forces,

about 2600 in number. Brig.-Gen. Garth Iiiid siiecial charge of the

Hessian regiments, the Landgraves and Yaegers. The English forces

consisted of two bodies of Fusileers, the Guards, the Fifty-fourth regi-

ment of foot and the King'.s American regiment refugees enlisted in the

British army. Early on Monday morning the squadron came to anchor

near New Haven, where, on that day and Tuesday, the troops pursued

their desolating work. On the evening of Tuesday the fleet left New
Haven, .and during that night was moving toward Fairfield. About four

o'clock of Wednesday a gun from the fort on Grover's Hill announced

its approach, but it seemed to be passing by, and about seven o'clock the

people who were anxiously watching it were rejoiced to see that it wa«

steering westward, proceeding, as they thought, to New York. Soon

after a very thick fog came on, during which the vessels were oliscurcd

from view, but when this dispersed, between nine and ten o'clock, it was

seen wi,h consternation that the wlude fleet wa* under our western

shore, where they came to anchor at the Pines, which have since dis-

appeared, a little to the east of Mcl\enzie'a Point. From Gen. Tryon's

report it appears that he, with the main portion of the troc,is, landed

there, and that the Hessians, under Gen. Garth, made their disembarka-

tion at the water front of Sasco Hill, over which they marched to take

possession of the western section of the town.

"Tryon, with the troops immediately under his command, marched

along the beach and turned up the Beach Lane, somewhat galled by the

guns of Grover's Hill. They pursued their way to this point where we

are now assembled, and where, on the site of our town-hall, the court-

house was then standing.

" The British general was guided by George Hoyt, who was brother-in-

law of Mr. Benjamin Bulkley.

"His house, since demolished, stood on the ground where Mr. John

Glover has his home, and Gen. Tryon made his head(|uarters while here

With this, the dwellings of Capt. Maltbie, Ju.stin Ilobait, and Nathan

and Peter Bulkley were saved from the fire. These are now in the

possession of Edmund Ilobart, Miss Hannah Ilobart, and the Denison

estate.

"The lino of the conflagration extended from Mrs. Gould's house to

Mill River, in the vicinity of Perry's Mill, including both the streets

and their immediate neighborhood, and extended westward through the

lower road at Green's Fai ms.

" To silence the guns at the fort where Lieut. Isaac Jarvis liad a gar-

rison of twenty-three men, a galley had been dispatched, but although

there was constant firing throughout the night of Wednesday, and sev-

eral detachments of troo|is tried to take the f«.)rt by assiiult, it was gal-

lantly defended and held out to the end.

"As the troops marched up toward the centre of the town young Sam.

Rowland, then ten years of age, saw them fnmi the steeple at the Ejiis-

copal church, but he was soon sent home from his dangon>ns position,

and his grand-children to-day repeat the story thc-y heard in their child-

hood from his lips. Mrs. Gen. Silliman, fi\un the home of her temponiry

widowhood on Holland IHll. heard the fii"st guns of the cx>nflict and set

out for a safe asylnjn in Trumbull, where a few weeks later her second

son, the distinguished Yale professor, wivs born.

" Before the landing was eflfected, Mi^. lither Jennings, the young

wife of Peter Burr, went early to the pasture fields near McKenr.ie'8

Point and drove the cattle thei-e feeding to a safe refuge on Giwnfiehl

Hill. Thither and to Fairfield Womls nnuiy of the little children, with

much furniture, were remjved in carts and chaises, while some of the
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women remained to guard the dwellings. The company who had charge

of a fleld-piece wlieeled it to a good position on Bnri's highway. The

men in tlie village and farm-houses grasped their muskets and ammu-
nition, and rallied under command of Col. Whiting at the rendezvous

on Hound Hill.

" Tryon's march to tlie green was the signal of their resistance, and a

small company, under Capt. Tliomas Nash, made a brilliant attack upon

the English troops, tiring from beliind the fences, and killing a few who
were laid in shallow graves hy their comrades on tlie meeling-house

grounds. These afterwards were removed to permanent rest in our

ancient cemetery.

" About tliis time it would appear that the first house was fired, tlie

one belonging to Isaac Jennings, on wliose site Mrs. Esther Huntington

now lives. Then came tlie flag from Gen. Tryon and the reading of tliat

address of which I have spoken. Col. Whiting sent back this spirited

reply

:

" 'Connecticut having nobly dared to take up arms against the cruel

despotism of Britain, and as the flames Iiave now preceded the answer

to your flag, tliey will persist to oppose to the utmost tliat power exerted

against injured innocence.'

"In resistance of an organized army who lield possession, of the town,

it was impossible for the militia to concentrate an effectual force. The

night was coining on,—that Wednesday night of tlie 7th, wliicli wit-

nessed scenes of del auchery and cruelty such as Fairfield has never

known at any otlier peiiod of lier history. Tlie Hessian general held

the western portion of the town, and his regiment of Yaegers are de-

scribed as skulking and yelling like the wild savages of the forest. The

detachments broke up into small squads, and some of tlie governor's

guards engaged in a dance in tlie Sun Tavern on the green. Most of

tlie soldiers were passing in little companies from house to house, pil-

laging and wasting provisions, breaking up glass, earthenware, and fur-

niture, stealing tlie watches, jewelry, and slioe-buckles from the persons

of women, taking from them even tlieir aprons and handkerchiefs, and

witli oaths and libaldry grossly insulting tlieni. Many soldiers were

drunl: with liquor or strong cider they had stolen. Tryoh reports that

they lay on their arms during tlie night, and Dr. Dwiglit, wlio was not

an eye-witness to those scenes, describes in eloquent language a terrific

tliuuder-storm. Enough it is fur us to liear tlie guns tliundering througli

all its dark hours in the defense and attack of the little fort, and to see

one after another of the pillaged houses fall before tlie flames whicli the

British general's troops had kindled. Tlie burning cinders tliat fell that

night, wet witli tlio tears of women then made Iiomeless, must ever in

the record of history blaclten Tryon's name.

"Tlie militia did all they were able to accomplish, keeping up a run-

ning fire, and more were on their way to join them. So the signal of

retreat was sounded early on Tliursday, and in tlie course of that morn-

ing of the 8th of July the squadron was off for Huntington, only to

cross the Sound again, and on the subsequent Sunday repeat their ter-

lible worlc at Norwalk. It was on the morning of the 8tli that tlie re-

maining private edifices and all tlie pulUe bm'ldings were consumed.

More destruction would doubtless liave been effected but for tlie wliole-

SJine fear of the anibusli of tlie watcliful militia.

" Tlie enemy dreaded the stone walls, fences, and slirubbery. On this

account the old mill of Peter Perry, which had ground' the corn of the

people for a hundred years, was still left to do its work. Through the

e.Kertions of the women who l;ept watch some fires that liad been kindled

were put out. This was done four times by Mrs. Lucretia Eedfield during

that Wednesday night, and the house she then saved stands to-day a

pleasant abode occupied by some of the same name. The Nichols family,

always proverbial for notable housewifery, empluyed large hanks of yarn

then soaking in preparation for tlie dye, and with it e.xtinguished the

flames that had begun to consume their home.
" There were burned a court-house and jail, tliree cliurclies, two school-

houses, ninety-seven dwellings, sixty-seven barns, forty-eight stores and

shops—in all, two hundred and eighteen buildings. The gathered labors

of the field, the books, papers, pictures, the well-preserved products of

the spinning-wheel and needle, the precious heirlooms, tokens of love

and memorials of friendsliip, liow were these brought iiito destruction as

in a moment!

"The sparks, cinders, and half-burned feathers floating in the summer
air,—what sickness must they have brought to many liearts!

"Some things had been removed to safe jilaces beyond the reach of the

fire. Isaac Burr, the jeweler, lii J tlie watclies left for l epair at his shop

witliin tlie stone fissures of his well, and placed his Bible and some of

Iiis own precious goods with them. • • , .

"Prudent Phillis, servaut of Judge Sturges, took the wet linen from

the wash-tub aud hid it among the currant bushes. Pewter c'ishes, kept

bright by constant scouring, were thrown into the bottom of wells, to be

recovered when the danger was past. One looking-glass is still as re-

flecting as ever. It was hidden in an uncradled rye-field, and when, a

few days later, a black man cut the swath that revealed it standing there

upright, he saw his own figure in the sunshine, and mistaking it for

Satan, whom he feared, he threw down his sickle in terror and ran

away.
" The sadness had by that time been mollified, the people had begun

again to provide means for living. They made new homes, some in

warehouses or out-buildings that had been spared, some rearing them

again upon the old foundations. The large grant of State lands (on this

account called the burnt lands) in Ohio tempted a few to find new homes
in the West. Some of our own people thus changed their place of resi-

dence, and their descendants are there abiding to this day, adorning their

ancestral teachings by lives of honor and risefulness; and of the Steele

transplanted in this manner from our neighboring town of Norwalk
sprung the two brothers Shennan, one presiding to-day over our nation's

treasury, aud the other commanding its army.
" The life of Fairfield was not extinguished in its burning, nor did the

energy of the town expire. Its source of strengtli was too deep to be

reached by tlie kindled brands, too liigh to be fatally affected by the

ascending flames. The town rose from its ashes, and has had an honor-

able history down to the present day. From the fire that consumed Mr.

Eliot's dwelling one book was rescued, the church record, running back

to 1094. In his clear Imndwriting he inscribed within it a brief account

of the events wliicli, after tlie lapse of a century, we now recall.

"As in concluding this address I repeat h's words, they may convey

to us the spirit of submission unto God and trust in Him which strength-

ened this people to pass through the furnace of calamity. In subse-

quent times of prospeiity and safety these sentiments have not been

wliolly lost. Slay they always prevail, and may the intelligence, sober-

ness, and industry of our people render them fit dwellers in those pleasant

places chosen more than two hundred and forty years ago by the founders

of our beautiful town. By maintaining these principles in peace and

purity, and tlirough a wise and constant exercise of tliat public spirit

which ch.aractei ized our fathers, we will show how greatlj' we prize this

rich inheritance, made more precious by tlie refining tire.

"A List of the Persons who suffered hy the enemy in burning the

totiin of Fairfield, on the 1th and St/i days of July, 1779, and

had their tuxes abated hy the Committee nj>puinted hy the

General Assembly fur that purpose.

List, 1781. List, 1782.

£ s. d. £ s. d.

0 0 20 7 G
David Annibil 18 0 0 34 12 0
Elijah Abel 30 12 0 28 11 6

, 33 7 G 28 11 G
00 8 3 77 2 G
44 n 0 42 15 0

. 18 (i 0 G 18 •0

0 0 21 0 0
20 0 0 29 0 0
20 0 0 21 0 0

0 0 24 15' 0
7C 1 G 81 7 0

Samuel Beers G CO G
31 19 0 37 19 0
3 12 0 3 8 0

10 0 28 6 0
0 0 21 0 0

4 4 0
25 0 0 21 0 0

. . 42 17 c 44 17 6

,, , 11 12 7 G 11 19

24 0 G 32 G G
1 4 167 IG 6

55 2 G 62 2 6

26 19 0 25 0 0
51 6 0 60 2 0
48 8 9 39 1 6

, 22 8 0 27 8 0
39 fi 0 51 18 0
43 9 0 22 6H 0
70 5 0 62 18 6

4 2 0 2 14 9
7t> 0 9G G 0
40 5 0 5G 10 0
40 10 0 48 10 0

19 U 73 7 6

130 19 G 132 12 G

54 19 C 60 11 0
Thomas T. Nicliolls 20 -35 0 .19 a 6
Eleazer Osborn, Jr 12 5 0

30 C G 20 2 2

Daniel Osborn 90 5 .9 74 0 6

0 0 21 0 0

I
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1781. List, 1782.

.£ fl. ll. £ A. ll.

... ]!) r.
{I 1 5 0

0 (1 23 0 0
8 3 54 8 3

, 2(1 0 (1 39 0 0
Samuel Rowland ... 13 0 59 10 3

... iH 3 0 91 10 7
.. IH 0 0 21 0 0
,. S7 1> 0 87 12 0

7 (i 51 10 G
14 0 35 1 0

... 74 IG 0 0(i 4 0
24 Hi 0

... 37 5 n 38 17 0
, Ki i 0 71 2 0

:ii 10 i; 3.5 13 0

... 99 0 137 18 11

,,. 85 4 (i 85 18 fl

... ].')7 4 0 UZ 5 0

... 13 4 0 12 « 0
19 0 13 19 0

... 40 14 a 4(J 6 G
4 0 31 14 0
10 0 28 0 1

0 0
, .30 4 0 31 14 0

... lil 1 « 68 2 G
18 0 07 8 f)

Andrew Wakeuian ... l-.'4 17 0 llfi 4 0

13 () Oil 8 0

34 8 0 37 8 0
27 2 0 31 3 9

85 11 0
John Williams, Jr 1 4 0 27 0
Wrijiht M'hite 4 0 0 31 0 0

25 10 0 28 8 0
G 17 G

GREEN'S FARMS.
List, 1781. List, 1782.

f £ t<. it.

, , 8 10 0 7 14 0
Abraliani Andrews 0 0 C9 0 3

21 0 0 21 0 0
9 0 0 13 18 1

02 8 0 93 15 3
141 3 0 101 19 9

, IGl 0 0 105 8 0
95 G G 84 0 0

0 0 91 17 3

21 14 0 43 0 0
21 0 0 27 2 0

45 GO 0 35 IG G

, 32 5 9

, 57 14 0 04 18 G

" Abated by the Assembly the sum of £4088.12 in the year 1781. The
snm of £4088.12 to bo apportioned to the sufferers of said town."

The following highly interesting account of the

burning of Fairfield is from the pen of Rev. An-
drew Eliot, being a copy of a letter written to his

brother, Rev. John Eliot, of Boston. Rev. Mr. Eliot

at that time was pastor of the Fairfield church :

"Fairfield, July 15, 1779.

" Dear Brother,—I sit down to write to you some account of the sad

and awful scenes which have been exhibited in this onco pleasant and

delightful town, now, alas ! a heap of ruins,—a sad spectacle of desola-

tion and woe.

" It was in the beginning of wheat-harvest, a season of extraordinary

labor and festivity,—a season which promised the greatest plenty that

has been known for many yeai-s, if within the memory of man. Never

did our fields bear so ponderous a load, never were our prospects w ith

regard to sustenance so bright.

"The British fleet and army, with the American refugees that had

possessed and plundered New Haven, set sail from that distressed place

on the Cth instant. About four o'clock the next morning the approach

of the fleet was announced by the firing of a g'un from a small foi't wo
have on Grover's Hill, contiguous to the Sound. They seemed, however,

to be passing by, and about seven o'clock we with pleasure beheld them

all to the westward of us, steering, as we thought, to New York. A very

thick fog came on, which entirely deprived us of the sight of them till

between the hours of nine and ten, when, the mist clearing away, we
beheld the whole fleet under our westei-n shore, and some of them close

in Kensie's Point. They presently came to anchor, and lay till about

four in the afternoon, when they began to land their troops a little to the

east of Kensie's Point, at a place called the Pines. From thence the

troops marclied along the beach until they came to a lauo opposite the

centre of the town, through which they proceeded, and in about an hour

pararled In their divinions on the green, between the ineeling-liyutte and

court-house. From thence tliey deta<:lied tlieirguardi<,and, diridiiii; into

small parties, began tlieii' infernal businvxH. Tlicir coininaiidlni; olhccni

were Kir George (/olller by sea, Gens. Tryon anil fiarth by land.

"The approach of the licet Wiis so sudilen that but few men i/in]i\ be

collected, though the alarin-^cnns were flreil imnieiliately on the di'iHii>si-

tion of the fog. There was no thought of opposing their landing, wt our

force was nothing to theirs. Our little party, however, posted tliemsidvc*)

so as U) annoy them to the best a'lvaritjigi;, exjiecting they wi^iiM land at

the Point. When our jieople found tliein landing on the b-ft, and march-

ing in the rear to take jHifSession of the town, they immediately retreated

to the court-house
;
and, as the enemy oijvanced from the licacli lane,

they gave them such a warm reception with a field-]»lece, which threw

both round and grape-shot, and with theirmni-ketry,as quite dlsconcertc»i

them for some time. The column, however, quickly recovered its solidity,

and, advancing raiiidly, forced our small liody t<j retreat to the heights

back of tlie town, where they were joiin'd by nund>e:s coming in from

the country. The enemy were likewise galled very much, as they turned

from the beach to the land, by the canjion which played from Grover's

Hill.

"The town was almost cleaved of inhabitants. A few women, «:>n\i:

of whom were of the most resiiectable familiua and characters, tarried

with a view of saving their property. They imagined tlieir sex and

character would avail to such a purpose. They put some ojnfidence in

the generosity of an enemy who were once famed for generosity and ix>-

liteness, and thought tluit kind treatment and submissive behavior

would secure them against harsh treatment and rough usage. .\las!

they were miserably mistaken, and bitterly repented their confidence

and presumption.

" The Hessians were first let loose for rapine and plunder. They en-

tered the houses, attacked the jiersons of Whig and Tory indiscrimi-

nately ; breaking open desks, trunks, closets, and taking away everj-

thing of value. They robbed women of their buckles, rings, bonnets,

aprons, and handkerchiefs. They abused them with the foulest and most

profane language, threatened their lives without the least regard to tlie

most earnest cries and entreaties. Looking-glasses, china, and all kinds

of furniture were soon dashed to pieces.

" Another party that came on were the American refugees, who, in

revenge for their confiscated estates, carried on the same direful busines.s.

They were not, however, so abusive to the women as the former, but ap-

peared very furious against tlic town and country. The Britons, by what
I could learn, were the least inveterate; some of the officers seemed to

pity the misfortuiies of the country, but in excuse said that they had n,i

other way to gain their authority over us. Individuals amongthe British

troops were, however, exceedingly abusive, especially to women. Some
were forced to submit to the most indelicate and rough treatment in de-

fense of their virtue, and now bear tiie bruises of horrid conflict.

" About an hour before sunset the conflagration began at the house of

Mr. Isaac Jennings,* which was consumed, with the neighboi ing build-

ings. In the evening the house of Elijah Abel,t Esq., slieriff of the

county, was consumed with a few others. In the night several buildings

in the main street. Gen. Tryon was in vaiious parts of the town-plat,

with the good women begging and entreating him to spare their houses.

Mr. Sayre, the Church-of-England mistionary, a gentleman fiimly .and

zealously engaged in the Bi itish interest, and who has suffered considei-

ably in their cause, joined wit'o them in these entreaties; he begged the

general to spare the town, but was denied. He then begged that some
few houses might be spared as a shelter for those who could provide

habitations nowhere else ; this was denied also. At length Mr. Tryon
consented to save the buildings of Mr. Burrt and the w riter of this

epistle. Both had been phindored ei e this. Ho said, likewise, that tlio

houses for public worship should be spared. He was far from being in

good temper during the whole affair. Gen. Garth, at the other end of

the town, treated the inhabitants witli as much humanity as his errand

would admit.

"At sunrise some considerable jiart of the town was standing, but in

about two hours the flames became general. The burning-parties car-

ried on their business with horrible alacrity, hcadcti by one or two per-

sons who were born and bred ii\ the noighlKiring towns. All the town,

from the bridge by Col. Gold's to the Mill River, a few houses excepted,

was a he.ap of ruins.

'

* The house on this site was the first i-ebuilt, and is occupied by Mrs.

E. L. Huntington.

t The house occupying this site is known to-day (ISfOl as the Benson
House.

t The home of 0. W. Jolcs, Esr., occu; its that 6it..\
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" About eight o'clock the enemy sounded a retreat. We had some sat-

isfaction, amidst our sorrow and distress, to see that the meeting-house

and a few otlier buildings remained. But the rear-guard, consisting of a

banditti the vilest that was ever let loose among men, set fire to every-

thing which Gen. Tryon had left,—the large and elegant meeting-house,

the minister's houses, Mr. Burr's and several otlier houses which had

received protection. They tore the protection to pieces, damned Tryon,

abused the women most shamefully, and then ran off in a most disgrace-

ful manner. Happily, our people came in and extinguished the flames

in several houses, so that we are not entirely destitute.

"The rear-guard, which behaved in so scandalous a manner, were

chietly German troops, called Yaugera. The}" carry a small rifle-gun

and tight in a skulking manner, like our Indians. They may be prop-

erly called sons of plunder and devastation.

" Our people on the heights back of the town were joined by numbers,

but not equal to the numbers of the enem}'. They were skirmishing all

the evening, part of the night, and the next morning. The enemy were

several times disconcerted and driven from their outposts. Had they

continued longer in tlie town it must have been fatal to them, for the

militia were collecting from all parts.

'•Our fort* yet stands. The enemy sent a row-galley to silence it, and

there was constant firing between them all night. One or two attempts

were made to take it by parties of troops, but it was most bravely and

obstinately defended by Lieut. Isaac Jarvis,f of this town, who had but

twenty-three men besides himself.

"The militia followed these bloody incendiaries to the place of em-

barkation, and galled tliem considerably. The embarkation took place

about twelve o'clock, -and they set sail for Long Island about two or

three in the afternoon.

" Many were killed on both sides. The numbers cannot be ascertained.

They carried off some prisoners, but no person of distinction.

" One particular I would mention. After Tryon had begun to burn,

he sent out the proclamation which you have iu the Hartford paper. In

the midst of hostilities, while the flames were raging and bullets flying,

who should come out with the flag but Mr. Sayre ! A spirited answer

was sent in, and the people were so enraged that hostilities should be

going on in the time of negotiation, and that Mr. Sayre should be the

bearer of such an insulting proclamation and at such a time, that the

said gentleman was obliged to quit the town when the enemy left it.

His whole family were obliged to goj with him, leaving the greatest

part of their substance behind, which became fuel for the flames indis-

criminately scattered by the rear-guard. The reply which Gen. Tryon

made to Mr. Sayre wlien he asked to go with him was, ' You may go on

board the ships, sir, but I cannot promise you any help or assistance.'

* Tills was on Grover's Hill, near George's Hotel.

t He lies in the old burying-ground with this above him

:

" This monument is erected

in memory of

Isaac Jarvis,

who departed this Life

20th June. A.D. 1788.

Aged 32 years & 5 mouths.

" Let frantic Mirth be pensive here.

Let mortals mourn their final doom,

let friendship pay the tribute's tear,

For Isaac moulders in the Tomb."

I Dr. E. E. Rankin, in his Fairfield historical discourse, states that " Mr.

Sayre with his wife and eight children, stripped of every earthly pos-

session excepting the clothes they were wearing, found refuge on board

the British fleet, and after serving a church in Nova Scotia he closed his

earthly ministry. According to their tombstones, they must have re-

turned to and resided in Fairfield, as in the old burying-ground are the

following:
"

' The corruptible of

James Dennie Sayre,

son of James Sayre,

Minister of the Gospel, &
Sarah his Wife, who fell

asleep on the 25th Day of

May, A.D. 1793. Aged
almost 17 years.

"'Young man! Trust not thy youth, health, or strength. Trust in the

Lord with all thy Heart, and remember thy Creator, who is also thy

Re leemer.'

"

" The Church-of-England buildingg was consumed, but by whom or at

what time I am unable to say.

•' Unconnected with them, unsolicited on my part, through the inter-

cession of Mr. Sayre, my house and property received a protection in

Gen. Tryon's own handwriting. A sentinel was placed there some part

of the time. But sad experience convinces me to how little purpose all

this was. My property was plundered, my house and furniture all

consumed,!! though a lady was so kind as to show them the protection

which, like others, was torn in pieces by the rangers.

" Our friend, Joseph Bertram, was shot through the breast ; old Mr.

Solomon Sturgis,1f an Irish servant of Mr. Penfield, and a negro man
belonging to Mr. Lewis, were put to death by the bayonet.

"The distress of this poor people is inexpressible. A most pleasant

and delightful town in flames ! What a scene did the 8th of July pre-

sent !

"But I must forbear! Everything I have written you may depend

upon as a fact: my pen has not been guided by prejudice, whatever my
feelings are ; and should you publish the letter, every reader may be

assured that there is not the least deviation from what actually took

place upon this melancholy occaision.

" Yours, etc.,

" Andrew Eliot."

CHAPTER XXIX.

FAIRriELD (Continued).

Witchcraft—Goodwife Knapp—Her Trial—Her Execution—The Last

Person Condemned for Witchcraft in Connecticut—Mercy Disbrow

Tried at Fairfield in 1C92—Sentenced to Death—Pardoned—"Aunt
Nab," the Witch.

In tlie confession of Goody Basset, of Stratford,**

she spoke vaguely of others who " held their heads

full high," but who were in truth equally guilty with

herself. This was thought to have reference to a

woman in the neighboring village of Fairfield, who
thenceforward became the subject of suspicion, and in

October, 1653, about two years and a half after the

death of Mrs. Basset, was arraigned for trial. Her
case caused great excitement throughout that portion

of the colony, and Mr. Ludlow, with three other

Another stone is to " Mrs. Sarah Sayre, consort of Rev. James Sayre

and daughter of James Dennie, who died in 1797."

Another is very plain and to

" Bevii James Sayre,

departed this Life

Feby 18«>, 1798.

Mt. 53."

While the fourth stone is to

" Mi<s Elizabeth Sayre,

Daughter of

Revi James & M" Sarah

. Sayre,

departed this Life

FebJ 27, 1798.

iEt. 18."

Uriah Bulkley (see " Colonial 18") married Jane Sayre, one of this

family, and they were the parents of eleven children.

§ This stood by Mr. Henry Rowland's.

!!
Mr. Jonathan S. Burr, of Brooklyn, states of his grandfather (Rev.

Andrew Eliot) that " directly after the conflagration he removed with

his family to Holland Hill, where he taught school and remained a con-

siderable length of time. The house where he lived stood almost

directly opposite the dwelling of Mrs. Mary Bibbins."

If Has numerous descendants in Fairfield to-day (1880). (See "Colo-

nial No. 9.")

** See Sti afford history.
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magistrates, was desired by the General Court to go

down to Fairfield to officiate at the trial, and to " exe-

cute justice" there as cause might require. The Mr.

Ludlow named in this order was the distinguished

Roger Ludlow, who served at different times as Dep-

uty Governor of Massachusetts and Connecticut, and

whose name is still held in respect in the latter State

as the first resident member of the legal profession,

and the framer of its earliest code of laws. His home

was in Fairfield, so that he was well acquainted with

all the actors in this melancholy tragedy, and it is in

part to events growing out of it that his subsequent

removal to Virginia may be attributed. A full account

of the affair is afforded by a number of depositions

which are given at length in the New Haven Colonial

Records. From these we gather that the trial of the

accused, who is designated simply as Knapp's wife, or

Goodwife Knapp, took place in the autumn of 1653, be-

fore a jury and several "godly magistrates," probably

the same named in the order of the General Court.

The trial lasted several days, and there were many
witnesses, but the most convincing evidence against

the accused was given by Mrs. Lucy Pell and Goody
Odell, the midwife, who, by direction of the court,

had examined the body of the prisoner, and testified

to finding upon it certain witchmarks which were re-

garded as proofpositive of diabolical dealings. Present

also at this examination was Mrs. Jones, wife of the

Fairfield minister, though whether as one of the com-

mittee or as a simple spectator is not clearly stated.

The result of the trial was a verdict of guilty of

witchcraft against Goodwife Knapp, and sentence of

death was passed upon her. In the interval between

her condemnation and execution she was visited by

numbers of the townspeople, some of whom pressed

her to own herself a witch and to reveal the names of

her supposed accomplices, considerately reminding

her that, while there might have been some reason

for her silence during her trial, since a confession then

would have prejudiced her case, there could now be

none, as she was sure to die in any event. The pains

of perdition were held up as her certain portion in

case of refusal.

Upon one ofthese occasions, the minister and a num-
ber of the townfolks being present, the poor woman
replied to her tormentors that she " must not say

anything that was not true, she must not wrong any-

body," but that in case she had anything to say be-

fore going out of the world she would reveal it to the

minister, or to Mr. Ludlow, at the gallows. Elizabeth

Brewster, a bystander, roughly answered, " If you

keep it till you come to the ladder the devil will have

you quick, if you reveal it not till then."

" Take care," was the indignant reply of the pris-

oner, "that the devil have not you, for you cannot

tell how soon you may be my companion. The truth

is," added she, " you would have me say that Good-

wife Staples is a witch, but I have sins enough to

answer for already, and I hope I shall not add to iny

condemnation. I know nothing against Goodwife

Staples, and I hojjc slie is an honest woman."

On being rebuked for these words by Richard Lyon,

one of her keepers, on the ground that their tendency

was to create discord between neighbors after she was

gone, she replied, " Goodman Lyon, hold your tongue I

You know not what I know: I have bma fmhcd v:i(hal

in private more than you are a'ware of. I apprehend

that Goodwife Staples hath done me some wrong in

her testimony, but I must not return evil for evil."

When further urged and reminded that she was

"now to die, alid therefore should deal truly," this

convicted witch burst into tears and implored her

persecutors to cease, saying', in words that lingered

long in the memory of those who stood by, and can

hardly be read even now without emotion, "Aei'er,

never poor creature was tempted as lam tempted ; pray,

pray for me P' Under such a pressure it is not sur-

prising that her fortitude sometimes wavered, and

that a frivolous confession, afterwards recanted, was

made by her, implicating Mrs. Staples.

A clue to the spot where Goody Knapp was exe-

cuted is furnished by a remark of one of the witnesses

in the depositions already alluded to, who describes

it as being between the house of one Michael Fry and

the mill. Fry's property was near tbo eastern border

of the settlement, hence the locality referred to must

have been between the present site:; of Bridgeport and

Fairfield.

On the way thither the Rev. Mr. Jone?, who walked

by the prisoner's side in the procession, again exhorted

her to confess her guilt, but was reproved by her com-

panion, Mrs. Staples, who cried, " Why bid her con-

fess what she is not ? I make no doubt but that if she

were a witch she would confess," and also intimated

that for her own part she had been troubled with

doubts as to whether there really was any such crea-

ture as a witch.

Beneath the gibbet the heart of Goody Knapp again

failed her, and after all was in readiness she was al-

lowed to descend the ladder and repeat a confession

in the ear of Mr. Ludlow, similar to that already re-

ferred to. If her expectation was to obtain a reprieve

she was disappointed, for the executioner shortly did

his work, and her body hung suspended until life was

extinct. It was then cut down and laid upon the

green turf beside the open grave, while a number of

her own sex clustered around, some waiting to take a

last look at the face of their unfortunate neighbor,

but the greater part intent only upon satisfying their

base curiosity respecting the witchmarks of which the

witnesses had spoken. Kneeling beside the corpse

was Mrs. Staples, who, to borrow the language of one

who was present, "wringing her hands, and taking

y° Lord's name in her mouth," called upon all within

hearing to listen to her solemn protestation of the

innocence of the murdered woman.
Pointing to the supposed witchmarks, she declared

that they were nauglit but such as she herself or any



286 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

woman might have. " Ay, and be hanged for them,

too," was the rejoinder of one of the older women
present.

Tlie question of the guilt or innocence of the de-

ceased continued to be discussed with acrimony for a

long time. Mr. Ludlow saw fit to repeat the story

told him by the dying woman, and to add, upon his

own responsibility, that Thomas Staples' wife was

not only in all probability a witch, but also " made a

trade of lying." On this Staples brought suit against

Ludlow for defamation of his wife's character, and

after listening to the evidence a New Haven court

had the good sense to allow the plaintiff damages in

the sum of fifteen pounds. Had similar spirit been

shown at a later period in Massachusetts, much
suffering might have been averted.

The last person condemned to death for witchcraft

in Connecticut was a woman named Mercy Disbrow,

who was tried in Fairfield in 1692, Governor Eobert

Treat, Secretary Allyn, and other eminent person-

ages being present and assisting in the proceedings.

With her were indicted three others,—the widow
Elizabeth Staples and Goodwives Miller and Clawson.

In the indictment of Mercy Disbrow she was charged

with "familiarity with Satan, the grand enemy of

God and man," and with " conspiring to injure in a

preternatural way the bodies and estates of divers of

his majesty's subjects."

From the testimony it appears that all the sickness

and every accident occurring in the neighborhood for

months previous were laid to the charge of these unfor-

tunate women. They were believed to have the power

of the evil eye, to torment their victims, whether by
throwing them into convulsions and by pricking them
with pins, or by appearing to them at midnight and

dancing in fantastic guise at the foot of their bed.

Their power was also thought to extend to animals.

In the end all were acquitted except Mercy Disbrow,

who was sentenced to death by the Governor. A
petition for her pardon was, however, extensively

signed, and must have been granted, since a number
of years afterwards she was still living in Westport.

The real reason for her escape was doubtless the gen-

eral revulsion of feeling following the Salem tragedies,

which occurred about the same time.

"AUNT NAB," THE WITCH.*-

When a small boy, the writer has often had pointed

out to him a small building a fev/ miles north of Green-

field Hill, where it was said that " Aunt Nab," a noted

old witch, once resided. She had such a reputation

for practicing the " black art" that the community for

miles around was afraid of offending her. It was said

that there would some casualty surely happen to any

person so unfortunate as to make her angry. All sorts

of incredible stories were told of her revengeful acts

towards her enemies, and all mysterious happenings

* Contributed by A. B. Hull.

in the neighborhood were ascribed to her wonderful

powers.

Tradition relates that she at one time, for some un-

accountable reason, did not exercise the diabolical

power attributed to her. A number of persons with

carts loaded with hay were going from Redding to

the seaboard and stopped at the brook near her house

to water their oxen. When leaving, one wheel of

Uncle John H.'s cart came off, and the hay had to be

thrown off and loaded again. While thus engaged
" Aunt Nab" came out and ridiculed them. Uncle

John told her to go into the house, but she continued

the derision and laughed all the more. At last, the

patience of Uncle John being completely exhausted,

he gave her a severe cart-whipping. The neighbors

looked on with amazement at what they conceived to

be an act which would lead to a fearful retribution,

and told the old man that something terrible would

befall him before his return ; but he, with an oath,

declared that if he had any further trouble about it

he would surely kill the old witch. As nothing un-

usual happened to him, she was either unable or

afraid to do him an injury.

We remember to have listened with breathless si-

lence to stories told of her by one of her con-

temporaries. The following, which was believed

to be true, we distinctly recollect: In the immedi-

ate vicinity of this notable personage resided an

old gentleman of sterling character and worth,

enough of a Presbyterian to defy witches or devils,

and of muscular power and courage "to grapple with

foes material or ghostly." Our hero was a farmer by

profession, and after he had forced the rugged soil

to yield its scanty crop, and the grain was safely gar-

nered, he frequently missed quantities from his bins.

He watched the witch in vain. She eluded his grasp,

and vanished into air whenever he discovered her in

the darkness of night. These petty depredations

continuing, he, becoming impatient, at last con-

structed an ingenious trap in his granary, and, lo

!

the next morning, when he went to his barn, there

stood witchcraft embodied and visible to human eyes.

It appeared to be the veritable "Aunt Nab." The
lord of the manor passed her without saying a Avord

or apparently noticing her. After doing his " chores"

he was quietly leaving, when the ghost in the trap

called out, " Uncle Thomas, for God's sake let me
go!" Uncle Thomas was, however, deaf and blind

just then, and after breakfast went out to interview

his game. The old woman made a full confession,

and promised reformation. She was released with the

solemn warning of Paul to the Ephesians :
" Let him

that stole steal no more."

After a few months a daughter of Uncle Thomas,who
was a prepossessing young lady of fifteen summers,

was awakened from her quiet slumber at midnight.

A fiendish form stood beside her couch, and in an

instant seized her by the lower limbs and with super-

human effort hurled her bodily through the door into
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her father's apartment. The family; being thus anduly

alarmed, sought the cause. But the daughter was in-

sensible, and the witch invisible. The girl suffered

intensely for weeks, and gradually drew her knees to

her chest, and was in that condition for years, help-

less and a burden to her friends, but intelligent and

skillful wiih needle and pen. Years after "Aunt
Nab" "shook off the mortal coil" the bonds were

loosened from the afflicted girl, and she became

straight and strong. She confirmed the above state-

ment, and fully believed " Aunt Nab" was her tor-

menter.

CHAPTER XXX.
FAIRFIELD (Continued).

COLONIAL HOUSES.*

The houses which are at present standing that were

built in the old colonial times, and were spared from

the conflagration of July 8, 1779, are :

1. The old house nearly opposite the old burying-

ground in the rear of town-hall. It has not yet been

ascertained who built it nor when it was built. The
first ownership was of the Bulkeleys

;
probably it was

Thomas Bulkeley (second son of the Rev. Peter Bulke-

ley, of Concord, Mass.), who came with his father-in-

law, the Rev. John Jones, first minister in tlic Prime

Ancient Church (Congregational), in 1644, and died

in 1656. The Bulkeleys deserve more than passing

notice, as through them our history has been greatly

augmented.

The Rev. Peter Bulkeley, B.D., was of honorable

descent. He was of the tenth generation from Robert

Bulkeley, Esq., one of the English barons, who in the

reign of King John (who died in 1216) was lord of

the manor of Bulkeley, in the county-palatine of

Chester. The names of the lineal descendants from

Robert, furnished by Charles Bulkeley, Esq., of New
London, a grandson of Gersliom, gathered from a

sketch on the names and titles of nobility, were: 1,

William
; 2, Robert; 3, Peter, who married Nicholaus

Bird, of Hampton
; 4, John, who married Andryne,

daughter and heir to John CoUey, of Ward, and died

in 1450
; 5, Hugh, who married Hellen Wilbriham,

of Woodley
; 6, Humphrey, who married Cyle, daugh-

ter and heir of John Matten
; 7, William, who mar-

ried Beatryce, daughter and heir to William of

Bulansdale; 8, Thomas, Avho married Elizabeth,

daughter of Randelle Grovenor; 9, Edward, D.D., of

Woodhill, who married Olive Islby, of Lincolnshire;

10, Peter, of Concord. He (Peter) was born at Wood-
hill, in Bedfordshire, Jan. 31, 1583. His father, the

Rev. Edward Bulkeley, D.D., was a faithful minister

of the gospel, under whose direction his son received

a learned and religious education suited to his distin-

guished rank. Aljout the age of sixteen he was ad-

mitted a member of .St. John's College at Cambridge,

of which he was afterwards chosen fellow, and from

which he received the degree of Bachelor of Divinity.

He succeeded his father in Uh- ministry in his native

town, and enjoyed his rich benefice and estate, where

he was a zealous preacher of evangelical truth about

twenty years, and for the most part of the time lived

an unmolested nonconformist.

At length, his preaching meeting with distinguished

success, and his church Ijcing very much increased,

comi)laints were entered against him by Archbishop

Laud, and he was silenced for his nonconformity to

the requirements of the English Church. This cir-

cumstance induced him to emigrate to New England,

where he might enjoy liberty of conscience. He ar-

rived in Cambridge in 1634 or 1635, and was the

leader of resolute and self-denying Christians who
settled with him at Concord, where he expended

most of his property for the good of his people, and

there he died March 9, 1659, aged seventy-six. He
was twice married: (1) To Jane Allen, daughter of

Thomas Allen, of Goldington, whose nephew was

lord mayor of London. This marriage resulted in

ten sons and two daughters. (2) To Grace Chet-

wood; they had four children.

By the first marriage their eldest son, Edward, was

born in England. He was a highly educated min-

ister, and was the father of four children, of whom
Hon. Peter Bulkeley (appointed to offices of great

distinction) had a son Joseph, who married the widow-

Rebecca Minot, daughter of John Jones, and Thomas,

brother of the Rev. Edward Bulkeley, married Sarah,

another daughter of Rev. John Jones. They had

five children, four of whom are on the Fairfield

(Connecticut) records. The Bulkeley property was

quite extensive, occupying the i)lace of the present

John Glover and the two houses known as the Deni-

son jjroperty.

Jonathan,t the eightieth descendant of the first

Bulkeley settler in America, born Sept. 21, 1731,

married Hannah Hoyt, daughter of James Hoyt, of

Norwalk, Conn., June, 1762. They occupied the old

building wliich was on the site of John Glover's

house, an illustration and description of which arc

found in Barber's " Collection of Connecticut Rem-
iniscences."

On the 7th of July, 1776, Governor Tryon, with

his army, sailed from New Haven to Fairfield, and

the next morning discu\barked ujion the beach. The
Hessians who accompanied Tryon were his incendi-

aries. To them he intrusted the wielding of the torch,

and faithfully they obeyed their master. When the

people fled froiH the town, not suspecting that their

homes would be burned, they left most of their furni-

ture behind. The distress was, consequently, groat,

*By. Mrs, Kato E. Perry,

t See Bulkeley's Genealogy. Dr. KjinUiu i;i his HisUwal Tiscourso

calls liiiu Beiyiuniu.



288 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

for many lost every earthly possession. Among the

buildings saved was that of Mr. Bulkeley. Tryon

made it his headquarters. The naval officer who had

charge of the British ships, piloted them to Fairfield,

was Mrs. Bulkeley's brother (George Hoyt), and he

had requested Tryon to spare the house of his sister.

Tryon acquiesced, and, feeling his indebtedness to

her brother, the general informed Mrs. Bulkeley that

if there was any other house she wished to save she

should be gratified. After the enemy left the enraged

militia, under Capt. Sturges, placed a field-piece in

front of the dwelling, and then sent Mrs. Bulkeley

word that she might have two hours to clear the

house and leave it, or they would blow her to atoms.

She found means to communicate a notice of her sit-

uation to Gen. Silliman (see "Colonial," No. 45),

who was about two miles distant. He immediately

went to town and found one hundred and fifty men at

the common. By threats and persuasions he induced

them to withdraw. The next day Col. Benjamin

Talmadge, with his regiment, arrived from AVhite

Plains, and, encamping on the smoking ruins, made
Tryon's quarters his own. Mrs. Bulkeley was not a

friend of the enemy. According to her testimony

under oath, she was badly treated by the soldiery,

notwithstanding she had a protection from Gen.

Garth, the second in command. They plundered her

house, stripped the buckles from her shoes, tore a ring

from her finger, and fired the house five times before

leaving it. The four houses on the opposite side of

the street now standing were saved through her in-

tercession.

The occupant of this house, opposite the cemetery,

in 1779, was Peter Bulkeley (see Dr. Rankin's " His-

torical Discourse," July 8, 1879). The houses built

at the colonial period embrace two styles of archi-

tecture,—the one long and one .short roof, and the

gambrel or hip roof. This Bulkeley house has the

one long roof, and has never been remodeled. This

antiquated structure has been the shelter for the an-

cestors of the numerous Bulkeley families in South-

port and adjoining towns. Passing out of the family,

it has been used as a tenement-house for years. It

may be interesting to know that two thousand or

more people can trace their ancestry to the Thomas
Bulkeley who settled in one of the two (the one which

was Tryon's headquarters, or No. 1, colonial) houses

already mentioned.

No. 2. This was also built at an early date on the

Bulkeley domains, and was owned by members of the

family for several consecutive generations. At the

time of the burning of Fairfield it belonged to

Nathan Bulkeley, son of Joseph and Esther Bulkeley,

born Jan. 16, 1718. He married Sarah, daughter of

Joseph Perry, Sr. (see "Colonial," No. 9). He was

active in Church and State and a prominent man, as

he was deacon in the Prime Ancient Church and

was town clerk for thirty-two consecutive years. His

daughter Esther married David Judson. She inherited

these two (houses 1 and 2) from her father. In 1786,

Nathan Bulkeley resigned his deaconship, owing to

ill health, and David Judson was chosen in his place.

He was also town clerk from 1791 to 1794. He was

a prominent man, as may be inferred from the inci-

dent of his conferring with Dr. David Hull and Hon.
R. M. Sherman on the question as to whom there was

in Fairfield to care for the interests of the church,

the academy, and the library, which they had close

to their hearts, when their declining years forbade

them bearing their part of the enterprise.

Mrs. Esther Judson willed this property to the

second wife of the late Dr. Jeremiah T. Denison, an

excellent and worthy physician of the homoeopathic

school. He died in this house in 1879 in the seventy-

fourth year of his age, mourned both by the profes-

sional and social circles, where he was extensively

known and universally respected. He was born in

1806, and was a son of Capt. Henry Denison, who
for twenty years was the honored president of the

New Haven Bank. Dr. Denison graduated from

Yale College in 1824. Immediately after he pro-

ceeded to Europe, and in Paris and London devoted

himself to medical and surgical science. Having
familiarized himself with the methods in vogue at

the principal scientific institutions in Europe, he

returned to his native city to complete his curric-

ulum at his own Alma Mater under the preceptor-

ship of the late Prof. Knight, with whom he was an

especial favorite, and into whose family he afterwards

married. In 1827 he took his degree in medicine,

and commenced the practice of his profession at

Warehouse Point, Conn., from whence, after two

years of successful practice, he returned to New
Haven, and became professionally associated with

his old preceptor. Being thoroughly qualified by

theory and practice, he availed himself of a favorable

opening for a permanent location in Fairfield, Conn.,

where for nearly forty years he was known as a suc-

cessful physician and an honorable and honored cit-

izen.

About twenty-five years before his death the prin-

ciples of homoeopathy were pressed upon his atten-

tion, and his earnest and rigid investigation resulted

in his adoption of Hahnemann's system of science,

for which he underwent relentless persecution. He
was one of the founders of the Connecticut Homoe-

opathic Society, and was elected its first president in

1851. His respect for the conscientious convictions

of others was most exemplary, never allowing differ-

ence of opinion and belief to mar personal friendship.

He was a genial gentleman, and underwent many
afflictions, which he bore with Christian resignation,

and his loss was sincerely mourned by the community

in which he lived, where his virtues were so conspicu-

ous. (See Bepublican Standard, Bridgeport, Conn.,

May, 1879.)

Dr. Denison was also judge of Probate in this town,

and was a person of fine aesthetic tastes. He remod-
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eled and newly covered the house, adding the veranda,

and so modernized it that it has the appearance of a

more recent structure.

House No. 1 has belonged to this estate for several

years. Dr. Denison willed both of these liouses to his

relatives, who are awaiting a disj)0sal of the same.

No. 2 has been occupied for several months by Dr. J.

Dobson, who was elected to occupy the professor's

chair of physiology in the United States Medical Col-

lege, in New York City, to the regret of those citizens

in Fairfield who enjoyed the benefit of his skill as a

physician and the pleasure of his acquaintance as a

scholar and gentleman.

No. 3 was built by Justin Hobart in 1765. He was

a native of Hingham, Mass., and son of Rev. Nche-

miah Hobart, who died when Justin was eight years

old, and a brother. Rev. Noah Hobart, adopted him,

and on being called to accept the pastorate of the

Prime Ancient Church, brought him hither.

An account of the calling is given in tlie church

record, which is here given

:

" Att a meeting of ye Brothron ye comiminicants of ye Chuicli in ye

Prime Society in Fairfield, on Wednesday, ye 5tli day of Jan'y, a.d. 173%,

Beacon William Hill chosen Moderator,* Eben' Silliman chosen Scrihe,f

put to voat at meeting whether ye church make choice of ye Rev* Mr.

Noah Hobart for ye head & pastor. In ye affirmative nom. con.

"Put to voat at s'l meeting whether ye Ordination of yo Kevi Mr. Ho-

hart he attended on Wednesday, ye 7th Day of February next ; & in yo

atfinuative nom"« Con'". At meeting also And" Burr, Esqr., Deacon

Lothrop Lewis, & Mr. Eben' Silliman were chosen a com't" to call a counsil

to Ordain ye Eev^ Mr. Hobart on Day.

" The Consociation of the county of Fairfield sat at Fairfield Feb. Cth

& 7th, 17:i%, at the Desire of the Church of the Prime Society in said

Place to ordain a pastor over them."

The members of the council given, it is further

stated that,

—

" The committee of the society produced in council the doings of said

Societj', by which it appeared that Mr. Noah Hobart, a candidate for the

ministry, who for some time had been laboring amoiig them, has a unani-

mous call of y« sii Society to the work of the ministry in s'l Place. A copy

of the doings of the churcli of sii Society was their call to yo Mr. JIo-

bart to he their pastor.

" Mr. Hobart produced a certificate under the hands of Sundry minis-

ters, who, from their personal acquaintance with the said Mr. Hobart, do

signify his being one of a virtuous conversation, in full communion with

their churches, and of desirable ministerial accomplishments. The Coun-

cil, after a serious and impartial examination, aro well satisfied with Mr.

Hobart, both in respect to orthodo.xy and ministerial qualifications, and

do heartily concur with the s'' society and church in respect to their

motion."

The ordination was conducted according to the

motions, and Mr. Hobart labored with them from that

time till his death.

The recorder wrote in the record,

—

'The Kevii Mr. Noah Hobart died in this Town on Monday, De-

cember Cth, 1773, at half-past i o'clock. He was born at Hingham, iii

Uie Mussaclmselli, Jan'y 2d, 1705-6, old stilo, and Wiis ordained to the pas-

toral charge of this church Feb'y 7th, 173%. There wore baptized dui ing

his ministry 1)09 pereons."

His body rests under the slab in the old burying-

ground containing the following inscription

:

•* See Colonial, No. 37. f See Colonial, No. 44.

" In Memory
of

The Kcv. Noah Hobart,

A.M.,

Ordained VanUir of tlie first

Church of ChrlHt in Fairfield,

February 7th, ]7:i2,

In which station

He ufirved (Ind k his Geiieratioii

with Fidelity antl UHefuliiess

until December Otii, 1773,

When he was taken

From the a])proacliing trouble

To receive

Tlie mercy of God thro' Chrint.

"Kemember them who have spoken unto you the word of God, whose

faith follow."

As Rev. Noah Hobart was minister in this place

and introduced the Hobart family here, his history

was worthy of a space.

It is related that Justin Hobart was brouglit up to

mind the .strict letter of the law, which in those days

contained such regulations as these

:

"No one shall mn on the Sabbath-day, or walk in his garden or else-

where, except reverently to and from meeting."

" No one sliall travel^ cook victuals, make beds, sweep liouse, cut hair,

or shave on the Sabbath-day."

A neighboring minister was to officiate in Fairfield

that Sunday, and in entering the town it seems that

his horse had assumed an unlawful gait. Mr. Hobart

stopped him, telling him that he would better accom-

pany him home, whicli the minister did. After a

while meeting was called. Mr. Hobart asked him if

he would attend church. The minister thought he

would, so they walked on together into church, when
Mr. Hobart turned to scat his comrade ; but what

was Mr. Hobart's surprise to see the minister ptiss on

and ascend into the pulpit and commence services,

which was the first intimation he received of the mis-

sion of his professional friend. Mr. Hobart's feelings

may be better imagined than described.

This was one of the houses saved through the inter-

cession of Mrs. Jonathan Bulkeley.

The court-house, shops, barns, most of the dwell-

ings, and the churches being burnt, services were held

in various houses till some place of worship could

be rebuilt. The court-house was first built in 1720,

burnt in the general conflagration in 1779, and re-

built in 1794. Divine services were held in Mr. Ho-
bart's house for some time, and then in the house used

for courts till the church was rebuilt, which was

in 1785.

Justin Hobart and his wife, Hannah Penficld Ho-
bart, both died in 1809, having lived beyond their

"threescore years and ten;" and Justin Hobart,

Jr., and his wife, Desire Burr, became the owners of

the property. He was town clerk for one year, from

1813 to 1814. That generation having passed away,

their daughter Hannah is the present owner and

occupant.
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No. 4. This house was built in 1766 by Isaac

Tucker, who sold it to Capt. Jonathan Maltbie.

The latter was owner and occupant during the Revo-

lutionary times. Mr. Henry Rowland, in writing

some reminiscences, states that his "Grandfather

Maltbie's was resetved for a 'cook-house.' After

the conflagration the inhabitants of the town re-

turned, when the British had gone on board their

ships. A number of the British soldiers were killed,

and burled where they fell. Father used to tell about

the hands and feet appearing just above ground in

front of the meeting-house, which pi-oved to be a

British ofiicer buried in his regimentals (not far from

'Colonial' No. 4). Grandfather Maltbie, on return-

ing to his house (he was a sea-captain in the East

India trade), found all their valuable china scooped

off" the shelves on to the floor and broken into pieces,

and everything upside down. In the kitchen, in

the fireplace, hung a large brass kettle filled with

their hams, but they dare not eat them, fearing they

were poisoned;" so they started anew with provisions.

Mr. Rowland, in his pleasant narrative,—which in

this case relates to human nature (which was about

the same sixty years ago as it is now) and the slave

system, as well as to the owner of No. 4,—says,

"About as soon as I could handle a broom my
mother used to hire me to sweep the grass around

the house with a stub whisk-broom. If in vacation-

time, I made a short job as I could. If school-time,

between the sessions,—my pay was a fourpence ha'-

penny (6]- cents),—it took me several days, and I

thought I was making money. I began work as soon

as the spring grass needed it. Old Kitt (colored

man) would lend a hand sometimes and take his pay

in a drink of cider. He was brought from Guinea, a

slave, by Grandfather Maltbie, who gave him to

mother, and when she married, father bought him of

her for a piece of land in the field, and he (father)

gave him his freedom ; and he afterwards was em-

ployed on our place till he got so old he could no

longer work, and died, as near as we could reckon his

age, about one hundred years old. His wife was

Dinah, who had, I think, seventeen children, all dead

now except one. He was looked upon as one of our

family, and was clever to us boys. We had a care for

him as long as he lived.

Capt. Jonathan Maltbie's son inherited this place

and sold it to Justin Hobart, Jr. (See No. 3.) His

son, Edmund Hobart, is the present owner and occu-

pant. He has filled the offices of judge of Probate,

town treasurer, and postmaster.

No. 5. No records of the building of this house

have been found. Henry Rowland settled in Fair-

field in 1669. His son Samuel (1st) was born 1679,

and died 1748. Samuel (1st) left a son Samuel (2d),

born 1703, died 1782. The latter Samuel left a son

Andrew, born 1737 and died 1802. Whether it was

built for a Rowland is unknown, but Andrew Row-
land was the possessor and occupant in 1779. He

married Elizabeth, daughter of Governor Fitch, of

Norwalk, where his monument is, which contains this

inscription

:

" Tlie Hou'ble Thomas Fitch, Esqr., Govr. of the Colony of Connecti-

cut. Eminent and distinguished among mortals for great abilities, largo

acquirements and a virtuous character; a clear, strong sedate mind: an

accurate, extensive acquaintance with law and civil government ; a

happy talent of presiding ; close application and strict fidelity in the dis-

charge of important truths ; no less than for his employments, by the

voice of the people, in the chief offices of state, and at the head of the

colony. Having served his generation, by the will of God fell asleep,

July 18th, Ann Domini 1774, in the 75th year of his age."*

Mr. Henry Rowland—who has a handsome resi-

dence contiguous to the grounds where the Episcopal

Churchf stood in 1779, and on which site a spacious

hotel of great reputation was burnt some years later,

and which is known now as the " hotel lot"—narrates

the following: "My father (born in 1769, therefore

ten years old at the burning of the town) in our boy-

days used to interest and amuse us in stories about

the Revolijtionary war, caused by excessive taxation

and a colonial repi'esentation, which led the country

into a revolt. The town of Fairfield was much larger

than it now is (1880) before it was burnt. There was

a large Episcopal church standing in the ' hotel lot,'

fronting the street leading to the depot. In the

steeple of this church father went to the top to have

a good view of the landing of the British on the

beach. While father was enjoying the sight a towns-

man appeared up there to watch the movements of

the enemy, who, surprised to find a boy there with no

anxious concern (the troops Avere marching up Beach

Lane), said to him, 'Unless you make your escape,

you'll be killed. Make haste, you young rascal, and

get away.' Father went down into the street in hot

haste, and saw great commotion among the people.

He mounted his old white mare and put for out of

the village double quick. Up the street he went,

turned the corner at the meeting-house, and pushed

on as fast as the old mare could carry him towards

Capt. Jennings', I with the bullets whizzing by his head

without hitting. The troops had now reached the

green. He turned Capt. Jennings' corner, put for

Smith's Hill,—now Deacon Joseph Lockwood's,

—

where Capt. Smith had a six-pounder on wheels,

* See Barber's Connecticut Historical Collections,

f This was the second Episcopal church in Fairfield, the first having

been located on the grounds on Mill Plain now owned by Mr. Fi-ederic

Sturges, nearly opposite his mother's, Mrs. Mary Sturges, and near the

house occupied by Mrs. Burr demons. This church changed its site

every time a new one Wiis built, as the third one was located on the

green on Mill Plain, the fourtli was in Southport. The present one in

Fairfield is a new organization, being'St. Paul's ; the other four bore the

name of Trinity, which was founded by
" Mr. Abraham Adams,

who dec'd Aug. ye 9th, 17-29,

in ye 80th year of his age.

Having been a worthy Founder

and liberal Benefactor to

Trinity Church."

His body was buried in the burying-ground in the rear of the first

Episcopal church, under the above inscription,

t Now Capt. Isaac Jennings (1880). ...
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banging away, hit or miss, at the British assembled

on the green. Father was gone tiirce days among
the cedars, living upon apples. On his return he

found the church from which he made his exit and

the town all burnt, except a few houses, and the

smoking remains and live coals in tlic cellars. His

father's house (now Benjamin Bctts') was among the

saved. Grandmother Rowland remained in tlie house;

the other inmates fled. A British officer with his men
went to fire it, when she told them of a favor she had

done years before to a British officer, and in conse-

quence her house was sj^ared. She was a heroic

woman, to stand alone at her post in danger. Her
husband and children, she knew not where they were

nor in what condition, but he (Andrew Rowland)

lived till 1802, and his wife till 1825."

This heroine rests not far from the gate in the old

burying-ground, under this slab

:

" Elizabeth Kowlaiid,

the widow of Ainh-ew Rowhmd, Esq.,

and daughter of tlie lato Governor Fiteh,

of this State, died March 29th, 1S25,

in her S7th year."

Andrew Rowland (1737 to 1802) was educated at

Yale College, and was a lawyer. State attorney and
judge of Probate, and justice of peace. He left a

famous will, which is recorded in the Probate Rec-

ords. An extract from the preamble reads

:

"I order my executors to inter my body in a Christian niannei', tliat

there be no funeral sermon nor pall-bearera. I order there be no pres-

ents given on the occasion, and desire there be no eulogium or panegyric

from pulpit or otherwise at any time whatever; in my opinion, they do

no good. I direct an insei'iption on my grave-stone, to contain the month
and day and year of my dcatli, and the year of niy age."

Among the items of distribution is mention of " a

large landed estate lying south of Lake Erie, and
conveyed by grant by the General Assembly to me
and others, of one Jialf-miUion acres of land." There

are also items by which a valuable prof)erty is con-

veyed, but space forbids a full copy.

His son Samuel (third of that name), 1769 to 1837,

was prepared for college by the celebrated Dr. Dwight
at Greenfield Hill. He graduated from Yale. He
was a lawyer and turnijike surveyor from Fairfield to

the New York line. He was town clerk from 1794 to

1813, and from 1814 to 1837.

His son, Mr. Henry Rowland, is a prominent flour-

merchant in New York City, though he spends several

months yearly in Fairfield. He is a public-spirited

man, and is much attached to his native town. He
has three sons : Henry Edwards Rowland, who grad-

uated at Princeton College in 1872 ; Samuel Rowland,

who is active in Church and State, full of the spirit

of his fathers
;
Amory Edwards Rowland, who grad-

uated at the scientific school at Yale College iu 1873.

Mr. Andrew Rowland disposed of this "Colonial

No. 5" to Gershom Sturges, who in time transferred

it to Andrew Joy (now of Bridgeport). He sold it

to Miss Sarah White, who in her younger days " kept

school," " where," as Mr. Rowland says, " the ele-

ments of life were taught, including sewing and knit-

ting, to the boys as well as girls. In tlio.ne days the

juvenile duties were great. Many a child broke down

under its burden, and resorted U) a corner of the

school-room, wh(!re an old quilt and pillow were u.sed

for najjs to such as could not keep tlicir (tycs open."

Miss White was a very methodical jKTson, iw her

journal for fifty years shows. It has ]>roved of value

to the citizens for reference. For several years she

wove in personal matter ; after that it was but a nar-

ration of general facts,—the wind and the weather.

Her system of keeping accounts might be advan-

tageous to all who would adopt it. All money re-

ceived or paid out was entered, with (he date of the

transaction. One time she was called upon U) renew

her insurance. &he had done so, but, for some cause,

the policy had not been forwarded. A reference to

her books caused her lawyer to state that her method

of doing business would stand a legal test and was of

as much value as a receipt from the firm or comitany.

A fisherman's bill was not paid over the second time

for the same reason.

Someof these journals are in the possession of Mrs.

Jane Kippen, daughter of Samuel A. Nichols (see

"Colonial," No. 18). Miss White lived in this house

several years, when she was gathered to her fathers in *

a ripe old age, but not till she had willed her jjosses-

sions to two Misses Wakeman, from whom this prop-

erty was purchased by Mr. Benjamin Betts, being near

his store and also contiguous to his father's (Mr. Moses

Betts) premises. Mr. Moses Belts was town clerk from

j

1863 to 1867, and held offices of trust in Church and
I State for many years. He was engaged in mercantile

business most of his years, which numbered at their

close seventy-six. His wife also died the same year

(1880). (See No. 13.)

No. 6. Here a little prefatory history is necessary,

to appreciate the subsequent matter : William Redfin,

or Redfield,* was, in 1639, the owner of a house and

four acres of land on the south side of Charles River,

about six miles from Boston. In 1646 he dispo.sed of

that property, and shortly after is supposed to have

removed to Pcquot, the present site of New London,

with a party of settlers, under the leadership of John-

athan Brewster, sou of Elder William Brewster, of the

Plymouth Colony. The name of William Rcdfyn re-

appears, at least in this new settlement, in 1653, in

connection with the transfer of certain lands to said

Redfyn ; and here the name appears to have become

changed, inasmuch as in the New London records the

forms are used iiitcrcliangeably iu the same deed or

document. William Redfin died in 1662. His son

James was apprenticed to a tanner (bound to him for

five years), but does not appear fully to have acquired

the trade, on account of his employer, Hugh Roberts,

breaking up his business. Wc find James afterwards

* Taken from the Redftcld Genealogy, which was the first one ever

compiled iu this country. This was done in 1S19.



292 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

exercising the vocation of a weaver. He resided (1)

at New London; (2) near the fort in Saybrook; and

(3) at New Haven. Also he appears to have been an

inhabitant of Martha's Vineyard for a year (1671).

He had three sisters, one of whom (Lydia) married

Thomas Bayley, who was slain in the disastrous In-

dian ambush at Bloody Brook, Mass., Sept. 18, 1675,

under command of Capt. Lothrop, in King Philip's

war. James Redfield, the first (born 1646), came to

Fairfield about 1693. Here he married, for his second

Avife, Deborah, daughter of John Sturges, who was a

freeman of Fairfield as early as 1660, and a promi-

nent man in the community. He had a son James

(2d) baptized in Fairfield in 1696. He made over his

Fairfield property to his son James (2d) during his

life, and is said to have resided near Hyde's Pond,

which was entirely drained and filled up by Mr. Fred-

eric Sturges in 1879.

James (2d) was the father of James (3d) and John.

The latter son married, in 1758, Mary (Hull) Jennings,

widow of Dr. Seth Jennings, whose daughter, Esther

Jennings, married Peter Burr, of Fairfield.

Probably this house Avas built by John Redfield.

At all events, his family occupied it in 1779, and were

among the sufferers from the brutalities of the British

soldiers under the infamous Tryon. Mr. Redfield was

away from home, but in the house were his aged step-

mother, his wife, Lucretia, and a child. A party of

the enemy, with three officers, came to the house and

ordered it to be fired, alleging that one of their men
had just before been taken prisoner in that vicinity.

Mrs. Redfield by exertions succeeded in extinguishing

the fire, although the burning Avas four times at-

tempted.

During the night the British soldiers roamed through

the village without the slightest control from their

officers, and three of them entered the house of Mrs.

Redfield, where they destroyed the furniture, ransacked

and plundered the house, and rified the pockets of

the inmates. Even the gray hairs of Mr. Redfield's

widowed mother did not protect her from plunder and

gross insult, and his Avife Avas saved from shameful

violence by the opportune entrance of tAvo men, one

of whom stated that he had been a prisoner in that

toAvn, and had experienced civility and kindness from

its inhabitants. These men remained and protected

the family through the remainder of the night.

The committee which Avas afterwards appointed to

estimate the losses sustained by the inhabitants of

Fairfield by conflagration and plunder on this occa-

sion reported the loss of John Redfield, £38 2s. M.
;

Widow Sarah Redfield, £31 15s. 6d. ; Mrs. Lucretia

Redfield, £28 Ss. 4d*
The Avidow of Capt. John Redfield married Henry

Marquand; he probably died here, and was buried

in the old burying-ground. His tombstone in the old

ground bears the following

:

"In memory of

Henry Marquand,

Born July 8th, 1737, on the

Island of Guernsey,

and died July the 12, 1772,

after a residence of eleven years

in America.

Tliis Stone

Erected to commemorate his memory
by his only son

Isaac Marquand,

July 4, 1808,

JE 80.

In memory of

Gurdon Seymour Marquand,

son of

Isaac & Mabel Marquand,

Born September, 1801,

and died 15 May, 1805."

Isaac Marquand married Mabel Perry. (" Colo-

nial," No. 9.) An old journal written by one of

Capt. Edwin Sherwood's ancestors says that Henry
Marquand Avas a Frenchman and came from the West
Indies to the United States and married Widow Red-

field. Their son Avas a jeweler, and married Mabel

Perry. They Avere the parents of Henry, Josiah,

Frederic, etc.

The widow, Mrs. Marquahd, must have sold this

place to Joseph Perry, as the late Samuel Perry stated

that he Avent there to live when only five years old,

and he Avould be eighty-eight if living. He married

a Redfield descendant, and his daughter married a

Redfield, as the folloAving shows : Sarah Redfield

(probably reared here) married William Bulkeley, of

Southport, son of William and Elizabeth Burr Bulke-

ley. The last named Avas one of the largest property-

holders of the borough of Southport. He built the

house (see " Colonial," 50) in which Miss Emily

Meeker resides, and OAvned all the land on the east

side of the bridge, including the woods to the»Avater's

edge, also the land Avliere Mr. George Bulkeley now
resides, the Congregational church, the railroad sta-

tion, and all the land east of it to the main road. He
died in 1787, aged forty-one.f His son William (who

married Sarah Redfield), born in 1768, inherited the

paternal homestead, Avhich was not burned during

the Revolutionary war. He built the store, noAV im-

proved, occupied by W. B. Meeker, keeping a country

supply-store and sending market-boats to New York
City. Upon a business visit to the city he Avas taken

ill Avith the yellow fever, brought home, and died in

1808, aged forty. Mrs. Sarah Redfield Bulkeley died

in 1842, aged seventy-six. They had seven children,

one of whom, Henrietta, born 1797, married Samuel

Perry, of Fairfield, a cabinet-maker and undertaker.

They Avere the owners and occupants for several de-

cades of " Colonial No. 6," both of them attaining a

life of not far from fourscore years. They left two

daughters,—Emily, Avho married George Ryder, Esq.,

of Danbury, and Sarah, who married Daniel Marsh

Redfield, of Portcliester, He is the son of the late Mr.

* state Papers at Hartford, Kevolutionary War, vol. xv., folio 256. t See Bulkeley Genealogy, page 107.
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Isaac B. Redfield, and grandson of Daniel Marsh, of

Litchfield, Conn. The latter couple' resided with Mr.

and Mrs. Samuel Perry till their decease, when they

became the owners, and have continued their residence

here since.

It is peculiar in structure, being a double house,

having but one stairway to reach the second story,

and that accessible only through the kitclien. The
piazza is supported by Ionian pillars. The whole

house has been well jjreserved, and bids fair to stand

another hundred years.

No. 7. This house was built by a Nathan Beers,

who died in 1813, in his seventy-ninth year ; his wife,

Abigail, lived to be ninety. This property has been

in the Beers family for generations.

As this part of the town was where they originated,

a few words for the race will appropriately come in

here. They were noted for their longevity, judging

from their tombstones. Nathan Beers, son of the

above Nathan, died 1835, in his seventy-ninth year;

his wife, Mehetable, died in " 1824, aged seventy-one

years one month and thirteen days." Another of the

Beers family is thus epitaphed

:

"In tliis spot

are deposited the remains of

"William Pitt Beers

(Late of Albany, in the State of New York).

Called to the Tomb
iu the meridian of life and of usefulness,

his memory will be cherished

in the affections of a bereaved family

and a numerous circle of

relatives and friends.

He died 13th Sept', 1810,

Aged 44 years."

Captain David Beers died 1826, aged eighty-one.

One stone in the old burying-ground contains,—
" Here lies the body

of Lieutenant James Bears,
.

died 1772, aged 79."

This house (No. 7) is owned by Mr. Abraham
Gould and Mrs. Eliza Beers, relict of James Beers,

and occupied by the same parties.

Mr. Samuel Beers was once high-sheriff in the

town. His grandson, Mr. W. A. Beers, wields the

pen gracefully as contributing editor of the Southport

Times, which has the following history :
" The first

paper publislied in Fairfield was issued as the South-

port Advertizer, published by Messrs. J. H. Wood, J.

F. Jennings, and Thomas Bradley for one year, after

which the name was changed to Southport Chronicle,

with the same proprietors excepting George Baker,

the present editor of the Stamford Advocate. Two
years later the original partners withdrew and Mr.

Baker associated with him Mr. Benjamin F. Bulke-

ley. Three years later the Chronicle Association was
organized, C. M. Gilman, Esq., editor, witli a capital

of three thousand dollars. It is now an independent

conservative paper, having for editor Rev. Henry A.
Van Dalsem, of Southport. Contributing editors,

William A. Beers, of Fairfield; William H. Smith,

of Mill Plain ; Chas. H, Gray, of Greenfield, (See

"Colonial," No. .00.)

By the efforts of W. A. Beers "the Timen has ac-

quired its popularity, and his articles are frequently

copied in the New York papers as works of much
merit.

No. 8. This "colonial" was built by David O.sborn,

where he brought his wife Mary Ik-ers (see " Colonial,"

No. 7) Osborn. Here were their three sons—Ilezckiah,

Daniel Beers, and David—born, whom their parents

saw make a beginning in life. Hezekiah built him a

house, occupied now by Mrs. Burr demons (belong-

ing to Mr. Frederic Sturges), and there lie brought

his wife, Nancy, daughter of Peter and Sarali Brad-

ley Perry. (See " Colonial," No. 9.) Hezekiah fol-

lowed the sea and was captain of a vessel. He moved
to Black Rock ; from thence they accompanied their

children to Verona, N. Y., where they died.* She
was nearly one hundred years old. The sons went

to Kansas, and were there located at latest reports.

Daniel, born May 5, 1779, took the house built for

Hezekiah, and brought his wife, Sally Wakeman, a

near descendant of the Rev. Samuel Wakeman, an-

cestor of most of the Wakemans in town, of whom
Andrew P. Wakeman is at present a prominent and
efficient town officer. Here were born Mrs. Eben
Burr,* of Fairfield, and Mrs. Lyman Wilcox, of

Illinois. David married Rebecca Sturgcs, daughter

of Benjamin Sturges, to whom the grant was given

on Mill River for a fulling-mill. He (David Osborn)

built the house occupied by Miss Rebecca S. Carew,

and, in company with his father, David kept a coun-

try store on the corner opposite the new graded

school-house and Miss Carew's. There was also a

shoemaker's shop attached to the store. The father

died in 1813, aged seventy, with the typhus fever,

which was then an epidemic. Two bachelors, Jona-

than and Aaron Beers, were afraid to pass a house

where there was a victim of the disease, but they

both took it and died with it. The son David died

in 1815.

The store was moved to the premises now owned by
Mr. Charles Smith, son of Master Elnathan Smith,

who was aide-de-camp to Gen. Washington. He
afterwards taught a select school on Mill Plain.

There is one lady living (Mrs. Elizabeth Meggs, now
seventy-nine, who was born on the spot where St.

Thomas' church (Catholic) now stands, since it was
removed) who attended his school, and who relates

that he would in his last years go to sleep, and the

children would tickle his nose. While the store stood

on the Smith premises it was occupied by Maj. Sam-
uel Beers (brother of Mrs. Mary Beei-s Osborn and
father of Mr. >Henry J. Beere), who was deputy
sheriff" of the county and kept the jail, and there he
died.

Tliis store was then moved to the premises of Mr.

* See " Special Houses," No. 2.
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Samuel Perry (see "Colonial," 6), wlio used it in his

cabinet business or as a shop. It was moved again on

the highway above Mr. Ebenezer Burr's and converted

into a dwelling, owned at present by James Flanagan.

From the family of David and Mary Osborn have

descended four generations, which constitute a goodly

portion of Fairfield and form a worthy line.

In 1876 a centennial party was held here, which

proved to be a family gathering, as many of the

grandchildren and great-grandchildren formed a large

share of the company. Dresses were there that prob-

ably were worn in the same house one hundred years

before, and had figured at balls and parties at that

date. The oldest dresses worn originally belonged

to .Miss Abigail Burr, sister of Gen. Gershom Burr.

" Hats and cloaks that had ridden on horseback with

their owners five or ten miles to hear some famous

divine expound the doctrines of Christianity were

present ; also ancient wedding-dresses were displayed,

looking as well as when they decked the brides for

whom they were made, all of whom have long been

sleeping the peaceful sleep that knows no waking."*

These garments are stored away carefully for future

use,—^fitting habiliments to wear in these old houses

once in a hundred years.

The Osborns have been very numerous in Fairfield.

Among the stones in the old graveyard one reads,

—

" Here lyes Buried

the Body of

Cap' John Osborn,

who departed this life

Oct 13th, A. D. 17C0, in ye

78th year of his age."

The name has undergone changes, as the following

is found

:

" Here lyes ye Body

of Mrs. Abigail Osbvn,

wife to Mr. Samuel

Osbvn, Aged about 44

years. Dec* August

ye 5th, 1 7 2 4."

A new stone-cutter or improvement in spelling is

shown on her husband's stone :

•' Here Lyes Buried
' • the Body of

Samuel Oshorn,

who departed this

life April 2nd, Anno Domi
1752, Aged 72 Years."

The next stone underwent more changes, as that

was to
" Benjamin Osbonie,

who departed this Life

July ye 22, 1770.

Aged 47 Years."

Longevity was a feature among the Osborns.

Deacon Daniel Osborn died in 1804, aged seventy-

nine years. He was the politest of husbands. In
those days it was the custom for milkmaids or house-

wives to do the milking, so he used to drive up the

cow, hand Mrs. Osborn the pail, and brush away the

* Thus wrote an eye-witness to the Bridgeport Standard.

flies while she milked. Mr. Howes Osborn died 1807,

aged eighty-five. Mrs. Howes Osborn died 1812, aged

eighty-one. (See "Colonial," No. 48.) Hon. Thomas
Osborn was member of Congress, and served two

terms in the House of Representatives. His residence

was that occupied at present by Mr. Henry J. Beers,

of Fairfield. Hon. Thomas Osborn was a lawyer.

He and Deacons Charles Bennitt and Samuel A.

Nichols were executors on Hon. Roger M. Sherman's

estate. Mr. Osborn's son, Arthur D., is a lawyer and
clerk of the courts in New Haven, Conn.

This colonial property fell by purchase or otherwise

to Capt. J. AVakeman Davis, Avho had five children

born here, of whom one son, William, died from eat-

ing stramonium-berries. The next day there was no

more stramonium on the place, as a scythe cropped

every plant of the species.

Capt. Davis made repairs on the place, which after-

wards came into th6 possession of Mr. Walter Jen-

nings, now a resident of Green's Farms. He was an

extensive landholder in Mill Plain, owning the prem-

ises of Aaron Gould and property in possession of

Charles Smith, also a portion of Andrew Thorpe's

property. The name of Jennings is associated with

real estate in the same district to some extent to this

day, the principal representative being Horace Jen-

nings, who has been engaged in the grocery business,

but, suffering greatly by three fires, has turned his

attention to agriculture.

Mr. Walter Jennings sold this colonial to Andrew
Thorpe (son of Capt. Sturges Thorpe), who went to

New York in his youth, learned a branch of cabinet-

making, and became a member of the firm and
amassed a handsome fortune. He built a fine country-

seat on the site of his father's (Capt. Sturges Thorpe)

house, facing the green on Mill Plain, which he occu-

pied till his death, which occurred July 4, 1877. His

property remains undivided.

Mr. Thorpe wished to improve his property by ex-

tending his lawns, so he exchanged this colonial with

Mrs. Charlotte Burr and her sons, David and Charles

Bulkeley, for their home contiguous to his grounds.

He removed their house and fences, while they

moved into the colonial, which they occupied for

some twenty years, when Burr Perry purchased it and

newly covered it and made a square two-story house

of it by raising the long roof side and changing the

chimney. It is now used for a tenement-house.

No. 9. What remains of the old house on the Perry

homestead has the following history : It, with the mill-

property, belonged to Richard Ogden, and is recorded

in 1680. In 1705 the mill was burnt; it then stood on

what is now called Laurel Brook. Some of the oak-

timbers which helped form the dam reputed as the

first in Fairfield are yet on the original foundation.

Proofs are given of a dam's being there, as the old

deeds are given of land lying in the old mill-pond.

Mr. Ogden was too poor to rebuild the mill, so the

town bought back the site.
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It was next purchased from the town by Joseph

Perry (1st), son of Nathaniel and Hester Lyon Perry,

and grandson of Richard, the first Perry settler, who
received "May ye 18th, 104!)," a grant from tlie town

of "one common lott, contayuing two acres and ten

rods, more or less," etc. " Also one parcel of land in

the Newfield" (now Bridgeport). "Also one parcel

of meadows in ye meadows before ye town," etc.

"Also one parcel of meadow by the harbor."

In Book B, Town Records, page 120, it is found

that May 16, 1704, " the town grants li))orty to .Josepli

Perry to erect a grist-mill on ye Mill River att such

a place and upon such conditions as ye committee

hereafter named shall agree to. Ye committee are as

follows, viz. : Capt. John Wakeman, Mr. Peter Burr,

John Edwards, John Sturgis, and John Wheeler."

Page 133, Book B, states " Joseph Perry proposeth

for liberty to erect a grist-mill or mills ujjon yc Main

River near ye place where his present mill stands.

Ye town, having considered his proposal, do grant

unto him, ye said PeiTy, liberty to erect a grist-mill

or mills on ye main stream or river where he shall

think fitt, near ye place where his present mill stand,

and only upon ye same terms and conditions as are ex-

pressed between him and ye town in ye late covenant

about the present mill." Joseph Perry made pur-

chases in 1705, and in 1709 obtained a permit to trans-

fer the building of the mill to Mill Eiver. Tradition

states that the mill, on its original site, was protected

by a fort from devastation by the Indians, and that

one man, while acting as sentinel thereon, was killed

by an Indian. It is also stated that a band of In-

dians set out to destroy it, but a few of the colonists

at work in a cornfield, concealed by the high corn,

apprehending their danger, made a great noise, which

caused the foe to beat a hasty retreat, fearing they

were greatly outnumbered.

In 1705, Joseph Perry also bought the Ogden home-

stead, contiguous to the mill, and in all probability

moved thither. Joseph married three times: (1)

Sarah, daughter of John Bulkley; (2) Deborah,

daughter of Daniel Burr (1st)
; (3) Mary, daughter

of Michael Clugstone, and granddaughter of Rev.

Samuel Wakeman. Joseph was the father of twelve

children. It is not known whether they Avere all

born in this house. The original deeds granted him
from the town from 1705 till 1751 of the " common
and undivided lands" are in possession of Messrs.

David Beers and Burr Perry. He (Joseph 1st) lies

in the old burying-ground under the simple inscrip-

tion, all in capitals

:

" Here lyes Buried

the Body of M"^

Joseph I'erry,

who departed tliis

life August y 9tli,

1 7 5 3,

in the 77th Year

of His Age."*

* His inventory amounted to seven thousand five liuiulred pouiuls, iiud

iucludes a negro wench and a negro girl, hut docs not iucludo the mill,

His son .Josejjh, .Jr., niarrlcd Saraij, daughter of

Peter Bulkeley (2d), of Fairfield. Tiiey had four

children. He died eleven days later than his father,

leaving a widow and three cliildrcn.f The eldest,

Peter, was Ijorn .Ian. 24, IT.i'.) (O. K.), and married

Sarah Bradley in 17(i3. They were the parents ot

fifteen children. Betsey, the last of them, married

Samuel Sherwood, of Jirooklyn, N. Y., and died in

1878. She was the last of four generations interred

in the old Imrying-ground, whose record (of the four)

extends back two hundred and one years. Peter's

sister married David Hubbell. (See "Colonial," 21.)

His (Peter's) children were baptized Sail, Miali, I'ol,

and Job. His father intended that the name of the

latter should be .lo, but the clergyman, not under-

standing, baptized him Job. He repaired the house,

and, judging from his account-book, he must have re-

modeled it, as the work of repairs began in 1700 and

extended to 1703, at an expense of £159 14s.

This is considered the oldest house in town. It

must have been newly sided with cedar shingles,

which are yet on two sides of the building, though in

some cases holes are worn entirely through them.

Everything was probably fitted up in fine style for

the times in which he lived. The beaufet, with its

circular shelves and rounded-top sash-door, with its

curious pane of glass, the cranes, and trammels, yet

remains. The tiles about the fireplace have been

taken for old-time relics.

Among the one hundred and fifteen items of ex-

pense on the house are

:

£ «. (J.

Xo 4500 of Shingles 14 15 0
" 4 Day's work 12 0
" A Week's board 5 U
" 14000 tenpenny nails

7

18
" A bo.v of Glass

5

7 G
" 60"' of White Lead

2

10 I!

" 2000 fourpenny brads 12 U
" 1000 of Sliort Shingles

1

5 0
" 12000 Lath Nales

2

8 0
" 5 dozen tile 12 0

From these extracts prices can be compared with

the present rates.

In the old church record kept at Deacon Joseph
Lockwood's, written in the beautiful handwriting of

Rev. Andrew Eliot, is the following

:

" Mary, daughter of James and Elizabeth Bulkley.

"Jonathan, son of Walter and Euth B)iddington, baptized at the

house of Peter I'ei ry, Aug. 15, 1779, the church having been consumed

by fire July 8, 1779."

After Peter Perry's death his son Job bought the

homestead of the heirs, and placed his son Alfred

thereon in 1811, and he in 1815 brought hither his

wife, Ann Dimon (see "Colonial," No. 10), who died

in 1850. In 1854 he married Mary Godfrey, widow
of Walter Andrews, of Easton. She is the last sur-

vivor of that generation of Job's ftimily, either of

husbands or of 'wives. In 1835, Alfred built the

which had been sold previously to his son Joseph. It also includes a

quantity of silver. It is dated Sept. 19, 1753.

f Joseph Perry, Jr.'s inventory amounted to six tlious.'xnd two hun-

dred pounds, including some silver. Both father and sou were wealthy

for the times.



296 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

present dwelling, occupied by Burr Perry, who mar-

ried (1) Laura H. Gildersleeve, daughter of Dr.

Thomas Gildersleeve, of New York, in 1866. She died

in 1869. (2) Kate E. Peet, in 1870, a descendant of

Capt. Thomas Nash (see " Colonial," No. 13) and Col.

John Burr, both of Fairfield, and also of Thaddeus

Peet, one of the first settlers of New Milford, Conn.

Alfred moved the old dwelling to the northwest a

few feet, and removed a portion of the house; the

rest has been devoted to various purposes. An upper

room is now used for an industrial and Sunday-

school, with some thirty-five pupils in attendance.

The frame bids fair to stand another century. It has

been in the Perry family to the seventh generation.

The cradle in which Peter Perry's fifteen children

were rocked, and the clock, made by John Whitear

in 1763, which told the hour of their birth, are pre-

served on the grounds of the first purchaser.

The mill being built in 1709, in 1760 Peter Perry

repaired it at a considerable expense, building a new
water-wheel, repairing the dam, etc. In 1811, Job

Perry tore down the old mill and built a new one,

when he introduced Oliver Evan's* machine "for

elevating grain and meal, and conveying the same

from one part of the mill to another, and for cooling

the meal and attending the bolting-hoppers," for

which he paid a license of twenty-five dollars, but

which proved a fraud.

There was no change in the mill till 1849, when
Alfred Perry added a burr-stone at the cost of seventy-

one dollars in New York. In 1850 he imported two

more run from France, for one hundred and one

dollars and fifty cents. In 1866 his nephew. Burr

Perry, had possession, and in 1868 raised the mill

several feet, put in entirely new machinery, and added

the turbine-wheels at the expense of two thousand

dollars. The first toll-dish used in the first mill in

this section still hangs in Perry's mill, having been in

existence about two hundred years.

Peter Perry built a malt-house in 1762, from which

he sold malt at four English shillings per bushel.

The greatest number of entries in his account-book

was for meslin (a mixture of wheat and rye used for

bread-making). The prices seemed to fluctuate same

as at present.

Peter Perry was a business man, and amassed a

goodly estate. He was a miller, merchant, and owner

of vessels, an extensive land-owner, and an excellent

financier. Having preserved all his papers and ac-

count-books,—which also are journals of events, in-

terlarded daily,—much light is thrown on the doings

of a century ago. He held several offices in the dis-

trict, but his aspirations were not in that direction.

He was industrious, energetic, able, and pious, and
brought up his family in like manner, and, like most

of his descendants, felt that a " simple steadfast life

alone is glorious."

Peter Perry's sons. Job and Walter, married sisters,

—Sarah and Elizabeth Sturges, daughters of Joseph

Sturges (who married Sarah, daughter of Ebenezer

Dimon), who was taken prisoner by the British and
died of the smallpox on one of their prison ships.

As several from Fairfield died on the prison ships,

the following is given : One of the prison ships was
the " Jersey," anchored on the present site of Brooklyn

Navy-yard. This ship was of sixty-four guns, dis-

mantled, and moored about twenty rods from shore.

Her port-holes were closed up, and two tiers of holes,

twenty inches square, barred with iron, were cut in

her sides. For a long time the average number of

prisoners on board was one thousand. Their allow-

ance of rations was .two-thirds the quantity issued, to

British seamen, but with no fresh vegetables of any

kind. The rations were mostly cooked in an immense
boiler called "the great copper," the meat being boiled

in sea-water, which corroded the copper and rendered

the food poisonous. There was some relief for those

of the prisoners who happened to possess any money.

An old woman known as "Dame Grant" came along-

side on alternate days, in a boat rowed by two boys,

and sold fresh bread, vegetables, etc., prudently re-

quiring that the cash be placed in her hands before

the goods were delivered.

The prisoners had no means of washing their linen

except by dipping it in sea-water and then laying it

on the deck and treading on it. No light or fire was

furnished, and every night there was a struggle for

the places nearest to the small grated openings.

The prisoners lost almost every feeling of humanity

for one another, and the principal anxiety of the vol-

unteer nurses seemed to be to claim their perquisites

by robbing the dead and dying of their clothing. One
captain, a new prisoner, finding there were several

cases of smallpox on board, inoculated himself, using

a common brass pin for a lancet. There were eleven

thousand five hundred deaths on these prison ships.

An armed guard was necessary in the well-room to

compel the prisoners to work the pumps enough to

keep the hulk from sinking. The highest privilege

that was granted a prisoner was to go ashore as one

of a burying-party.f

The Sturges line is as follows : John Sturges, born

about 1624 or 1625, died in 1700. He married Deb-

orah Barlow. They had at least seven children, one

of whom was Joseph, born about 1653 or 1654, and

died May 12, 1728. He married (1) Sarah Judson
;

(2) Mary Sherwood. He had at least twelve children,

of whom Solomon, one of the elder ones, baptized

May 15, 1698, died July 9, 1779, married, March 8,

1725, Abigail Bradley. They had three sons—Heze-

kiah, Joseph and Judson—and seven daughters.

This family stood in excellent repute. The house

in which Solomon lived stood over the cellar in Miss

Mary Nichols' field, near the large elm-tree by the

* " Father of mills in the United States." t See Bryant's United States History, vol. iii. page 639.
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street. When he heard the British had landed, he

called for his horse, which was brought, when he

mounted the same and started for his cattle, which were

down near the beach, with the hopes of rescuing

them from plunder; but, the British spying liim, one

of their solders leveled a gun at him, and the shot

wounded him, so that he was unable to reach home.

He crawled under a tree, unable, from his wound, to

go farther, when another British soldier ran him
through with a bayonet, so that he died. He is the

Solomon Sturges referred to in Rev. Andrew Eliot's

letter preserved in Vol. III. of Massachusetts Histor-

ical Collections.

Solomon's son Hezekiah and family struck for

safety. They were farmers of goodly estate, with

plenty of excellent provisions. A Tory passed by,

and, seeing a light, peeped in the window, where the

enemy had a tempting supper set of baked pig, turkey,

chicken, ham, etc. There was also a quantity of wine

in the cellar, brought there by a privatecrsman. The
enemy partook of this freely, and after they gratified

their physical wants they gave way to fiendish deeds,

and burnt all that was not otherwise plundered and

destroyed.

In the winter, when snow came, Hezekiah Sturges

drew timbers on the sled and built anew. He put up

the frame for a large house, and finished as means
and time would permit. The kitchen ran the length

of the house ; over this was a chamber of like dimen-

sions, which was seated and used by the Episcopa-

lians for public worship till they could erect a church,

which they did ; and this was the third Episcopal

church in Fairfield. A descendant of his (Mary

Nichols) still owns the premises.

Among his posterity were Capt. Solomon, who died

at sea
;
Edward, who lived where George Chapman

now does ; Samuel Sturges, who resided on the prem-

ises of Mrs. Morris Wakeman
;
Capt. Eben Sturges,

who died at Jamaica, West Indies, with the small-

pox; and Dimon Sturges, whose sister married Capt.

B. Lothrop Sturges, from another branch of the

Sturges family. The latter was a son of the cele-

brated Judge Jonathan Sturges, who resided opposite

the Catholic church, where Jerry Toomy lives, and
Avas father of the late Jonathan Sturges. (See

"Special Houses," No. 5.) In Dimon Sturges'

family, Solomon and Eben were bankers in Ohio,

and were also large real-estate owners and men of

unlimited influence.

Walter Perry, who married Elizabeth Sturges, lived

in Southport, on the premises now owned by Mr.

Oliver H. Perry, who has the deed of the premises

conveyed to his grandfather, Peter Perry, from John
Cannon in the last century. Miah Perry and his

wife, Elizabeth Dimon, married in 1787, lived where

Nehemiali Jennings' meat-market now is. These two

brothers were engaged in the mercantile trade and

shipping. Job Perry, who married Sarah Sturges, was

a merchant and miller in Weston. Seth Perry was a

20

merchant in Black Rock. David Perry was a mer-

chant in North Carolina.

Of Peter Perry's dauglitcrs, " Hall" married David

Ogden (see "Colonial," 11); Nancy married Heze-

kiah Osborne (see " Colonial," 8) ; Mabel married

Isaac Marquand. They were the parents of Henry
Marquand, the banker in New York, and Frederic,

best known as the founder of Marquand Chapel, at

Yale College, also a very large donor to the same in-

stitution. Pol married Henry L. Penfield,and Betsey

married Samuel W. Sherwood, of Brooklyn, N. Y.

Of Peter Perry's grandchildren, Francis D., son of

Miah Perry, is president of Southport National Bank;

Oliver H., son of Walter, is n leading official in the

Southport Savings Bank, and has been jjrominent in

Church and State affairs. His sister Narcissa married

Judge Samuel Hitchcock, of New Haven
;
Emily mar-

ried Dr. Chandler Smith, of Danbury. .Job and Sarah

Sturges Perry's children were all born in Weston,

Conn., and were all millers or merchants. Alfred

was a miller, and occupied the old Perry homestead;

Munson was a miller and merchant, moved to Somers,

N. Y., and was the father of ten children,—Talman,

a miller, afterwards a lumber-dealer in Bridgeport

;

Burr, a merchant at Black Rock
;
Orando, miller in

Weston
;
David, a merchant in Bridgeport, engaged

in the whale-fisheries, and owning shares in various

vessels; Emeline, who married Ephraim Gregory, a

hatter in Danbury. These are all dead, but their de-

scendants are numerous and prosperous.

Of Peter Perry's great-grandchildren, .John Hoyt,

son of Oliver H., is a lawyer of the firm of Woodward
& Perry, of Norwalk. He is a graduate of Yale, a

director in the Southport National Bank, also of the

savings bank, and is an ex-member of the Legislature.

Winthrop H., brother of John Perry, is also a grad-

uate of Yale, a thorough scholar, with bright pros-

pects for a successful professional career. Henry,

another brother, graduated from the Yale Scientific

School. Rev. Talman Perry (Presbyterian) is located

in La Prairie, Canada ; Thomas Perry is a civil engi-

neer in Illinois ; Frederic M. Perry is the well-known

hatter in Bridgeport; Miah Perry, of Weston, is an

ex-member of the Connecticut Legislature.

No. 10. This house was built by Daniel Dimon
about 1755. Building was his business ; his reputa-

tion as an architect (carpenter in those days) was ex-

cellent. He was the builder of the house owned by
Mr. 0. W. Jones, also of the Fourth Congregational

Church, built 1785. This was taken down in 1849 to

give place to a more modern structure. Mi-s. Sophia

Edwards, of Brooklyn, daughter of O. W. Jones, wrote

in 1850 the following, suggested by the occasion of

tearing down this place of woi-ship

:

LINES ON LEAVING THE OLD CIIVRCII.

Fniewell, old temple of our sires!

Gone is tliv ancient foi m

;

No more around thy si>i; e will play

The sunshine and the stoim.
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Thy venerated walls have stood

Througli sixty-five long j'ears,

Wliile fathers sleep wlio planted thee

With mingled hopes and fears.

Farewell, each dear, familiar thing

!

Thy ever-faithful vane,

Thy lofty pulpit, large square pews.

We ne'er shall see again !

A stranger has usurped thy place

' And stolen thy old bell,

And we must bid thy sacred courts

A final, sad farewell.

Here have we met each Sabbath day

To hear God's holy word

;

Together here have joined our hearts

To supplicate the Lord ;

And here, in grateful songs of praise.

Our voices oft to blend.

To Him from whom all blessings come,

Ours and our fathers' Friend.

The Spirit oft, we trust, has been

Within this hallowed place,

—

Kevived the Christian's faith and love

AVith gentle dews of grace

;

And many souls have tasted here

Thejoy of sins forgiven.

To whom this earthly house has been

The very gate of heaven.

And must Time's rapid, ceaseless course

Blight all tilings with decay 2

The dearest relics of the past

Forever fade away ?

Must all the mighty works of man
But share this common doom.

And he in beauty, youth, and strength

Go to the silent tomb?

Oh, could this temple of otu' sires

Its thrilling story tell,

Of most who've trod its well-worn aisles

And loved its courts so well,

Wliate'er their weal, whate'cr their woe.

It would this truth reveal,

—

That they repose where nevermore

Life's changes they can feel.

And is there, then, no brighter world

Beyond this vale of tears,

Where Time can never steal away

The objects love endears?

" Yes," sweetl.v whispers heavenly Hope,
" A home of sacred rest.

Where all who are the friends of Christ

Shall be forever blest."

Now, dear old temple of our sires.

As we thy ruins see.

With cheerful spirits we will give

Our last farewell to thee;

For while our temples perish here,

In faith we'll raise our eyes

To that fair house, not made with hands.

Eternal in the skies.

Feb. 14, 1850.

In Revolutionary times Daniel Dimon was an offi-

cer, and was away on duty, while his wife, a delicate

woman, was left to care for her family the best she

could.

Bradley Dimon occupied this house for several

years, but after his decease the name became detached

from the property. Ann, reared here, daughter of

Daniel Dimon, married Alfred Perry. (See " Colo-

nial," No. 9.)

The Dimons bore an old and respected name in

town. An old stone in the old ground commemorates
one thus: "Capt. John Dimon, died in 1764;" an-

other thus: "Capt. Moses Dimon, died in 1748."

As the Dimons were people of good repute in town,

the following may be interesting to various families.

This is found in the West burying-ground

:

"Jesse Dimon,

died in Augusta, Ga.,

Nov. 1, 1822.

Aged 52.

Bobert Dimon,

son of

Jesse & Bethia Dimon,

died in Augusta, Ga.,

Aug. 21, 1823.

Aged 23 y'rs & 7 mos.

John Dimon,

son of

Jesse & Bethia Dimon,

died in Brooklyn, L. I.,

Nov. 20, 1835.

Aged 33.

Elizabeth Dimon,

daughter of

Jesse & Bethia Dimon,

wife of Samuel S. Adams,

died in Eaton Rapids, Mich.,

Sept. 17, 18G1.

Aged 63."

Mr. Marvin Hull purchased this estate, and in 1874

built a new house, the old one being removed to the

westward. The Hulls are of an old family ; the first

entry on the records of the Prime Ancient is :
" Theo-

philus Hull, and Mary his wife, renewed covenant,

Aug. 26, 1694." (See "Special Houses.")

A stone on Greenfield Hill commemorates the name
thus:

"E. H.

In Memory of

Docf Eliphalet Hull,

horn April the 8'>', 1738,

And died Novem' 18"', 1799,

in the G2^ year of his age,

Uuiver,sally lamented by all

who knew him.

May he sleep in Jr.svs and awake

in glory."

No. 11. This was built by Jonathan Ogden, who
had three sons—Sturges, Abel, and David—who set-

tled near him. Sturges married Zoa Thorpe, probably

a descendant of Stephen Thorpe, Avho had his dwell-

ing burnt during the conflagration of Fairfield, and

who afterwards purchased Chancellor Kent's place in

Westport, now owned by Mrs. Mary Burr Hedenberg.

Sturges Ogden built the house on the corner, at the

entrance to Oak Lawn Cemetery.

David Ogden married Peter Perry's "Sail," and

built the house on the opposite side of the sti'eet.

Their daughter Betsey married Samuel Morehouse

(see " Colonial," No. 39) , whose father owned the prop-

erty known as Phipp's, Avhere he built the first sloop

or schooner in these parts, which he sold for three

thousand dollars,—a large fortune in those days. His
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grandson, Deacon Samuel Morehouse, now owns this

Ogden property, which has been occupied some years

by Francis Louis. Mr. Morehouse is principal of a

ward school in New York,—a position he has held for

years.

Ebenezer Burr and his son, a lawyer, clerk of the

County Court and ex-member of tlie Legislature, were

descendants of this family of Ogdens, wlio occupied

several houses on Mill Plain.

George Ogden lived by the railroad, crossing where

Mr. Dickinson resides, and his fatlier, Maj. Abel Ogden,

lived next to the Eedfield house ; the latter built in

1795. He was a carpenter, and had just married at the

time he raised his house. He and his lady were out

one evening, when some one came in and announced

a fire was on the Plain. The major coolly remarked,
" It makes good work for the joiners." The historian

fails to state liis speech on finding the fire consumed

his future home.

In the Fairfield west ground is an Ogden monu-
ment, containing on the face

:

" Abel Ogden,

died Jan. 14, 1851,

^t. 80.

Betsey, his wife,

Died Ma.v 17, 18.54, .-ct. 74.

In the grace and tender jiity of

Christ, here resteth tlie body of

David Ogden, rector of St. Mark's

Church, New Canofui, who departed

the fiftli day of June, MDCCCXLV.
Ann Elizabeth, his wife, departed the filth day of July, MDCCCXLI.
Edward Nash, his son, depaited tlie ninth day of October, MDCCCXLII.
Have mercy on their souls. That bought them with Thy blood. Amen.
Sturgis Ogden, departed Sept. xxviii., MDCCCXXVII., a-t. 27.

Elizabeth Ogden departed Jan. III., MDCCCXLVIII, aged 31. Jesus

mercy !"

On the back is this

:

" Lucretia S. Ogden,

Died Oct. 31 , 18C0, a>t. 52."

Jonathan Ogden's daughter Mary married Eleazer

(son of James and Elizabeth Whitehead Bulkeley) in

1785. He was born in 1763, but in 1776 he enlisted

to go aboard the " Defense," an armed vessel in the

country's service, which he did duty on for thirteen

months, and for which he received a pension. Again

he went on board a vessel as a privateersman, which

he followed for two years. In 1779 he enlisted in a

guard, which was stationed on Kinsey's Point. Stand-

ing alone on the place now occupied by Oliver Perry,

Esq., he saw two hundred British land, who at once

commenced to burn Fairfield. After this he followed

the sea through vai'ious vicissitudes. He and Miah
Perry owned a vessel for a time, when he bought out

Mr. Perry's part and continued in the coasting-trade,

increasing this business according to his means, and

as his sons grew up placed them in business with

himself under the shipping-firm of E. Bulkeley &
Sons, of New York, from 1788 till the present. (See

Bulkeley Genealogy.) He took a lively interest in

^ the perpetuity and welfare of his country, and after

the war he was engaged in commercial business till

he died.

Eleazer was the sixteen liundred and fifty-.sixtli de-

scendant from Peter Bulkeley, and was the father of

six sons : (1) Jonatlian, born in 1780, married Miranda

Thorp (of a numerous and active family line as a

whole in Fairfield, and who lias intermarried in all

the old families), and was active in all public matters.

He served in the war in 1812 and received a pension.

He was several times a member of the State Legisla-

ture, and was one of the committee for superintend-

ing government works in South port Harljor. (2)

Andrew, born in 1789, married Sully Dinion ; also was
a member of the State Legislature three times, and
had a lively interest in Iiis town. State, and countrj'.

(3) Lot, born 1794, married Emeline Jennings. (4)

Moses, born 1796 ; married Catharine Bulkeley. He
was a sea-captain of very high repute both on sea and
land, and had a worthy jiosition in the commerce of

our country. (5) George, born 1800 ; married Eliza-

beth Andrews. He lived in New York, and had the

principal management of the business of the firm. He
now resides in Southport. (6) Charles, born 1804; mar-

ried Elizabeth Beers, daughter of Capt. Abel Beers, of

Mill Plain. (There are but two left of this large Beers

family, David and Abigail, who reside on Mill Plain.
)

All of these sons were captains and engaged in the

firm of E. Bulkeley & Sons, which amassed for each

a large property and was a distinguished bu.siness

association.

Of Eleazcr's sons, Moses occupied this " colonial,"

where his sons Oliver and Frederic were born ; the

latter dying, Mr. Oliver Bulkeley is the owner of this

property, which he repaired and painted about five

years since. This is his farm-house now occupied by
William Price. Mr. Oliver Bulkeley married Amelia
Gilbert, of New Haven, and has a handsome residence

in Southport. He is not engaged in any active busi-

ness, but is a patron of art and literature, and is the

benefactor of many in a very quiet and inconspicuous

way.

This house was occupied some years by Walter
Bulkeley, who married Betsey Smith, sister of Charles
Smith (1880), of Mill Plain, whose history is sorrow-

ful. She was the mother of several children, three of

whom—Theodore, John Henry, and Edgar—were lost

at sea on a passage from Bordeaux, France, to New
Orleans. One other son, Horatio, died in Matura,
Cuba. The other of her children all died, also her
husband and her adopted ones and a brother; and
yet her days were not shortened by all these bereave-
ments, for she dwelt more than fourscore yeai-s in the
land (she died 1877), and many can rise and bless her
good works, especially the sick whom she soothed and
comforted. Her own physical sufterings were not
small, but her Christian fortitude sustained her.

No. 12. This is known as the Silliman place, situ-

ated at the entrance to Oak Lawn Cemetery. It was
built a few rods from the road, with a large barn in
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front. Tradition locates the first Perrys on this

ground. It is authentic that it was in the Ogden
family for many j'ears. One of the daughters, Ellen,

daughter of Sturges Ogden, was the sole heir to the

estate. She married a sea-captain, Ebenezer Silliman.

They left no issue, but he willed four thousand dollars

to the Stratfield church. His journal, which he kept

for years, was indicative of his occupation. It mat-

tered not what occurred, the direction of the wind

was given. They are reported as living entirely by

themselves, and as free from work as possible.

Everybody used wood for fuel in those days, so

Avhen the winter supply was provided they saved all

the large chips, which they used as plates. One side

becoming soiled, they were reversed, and, that side

becoming likewise, they were consigned to the fire,

thus obviating dish-washing. This was related to the

writer by various parties. In the winter season eight

loaves of bread—the capacity of the great brick oven

—was their usual backing, which did not recur often.

Dr. Jeremiah T. Denison (" Colonial," No. 2) related

that when he began practice in Fairfield, some forty

years since, he was called there, a distance of some

two miles. After attending the patient he was asked

what was the charge. The doctor stated twenty-five

cents (half-price, as he thought, from appearances,

they were poor people), which they paid him daily

till his patient recovered. The doctor found in a day

or so he had been deceived by appearances, as they

Avere quite wealthy for the times, but studied to avoid

care and labor.

The widow survived the captain several years. At
her decease the property, most of which was sold to

different owners, was divided among numerous rela-

tives. The present owner is Mr. Henry Banks,* who
has made it comfortable by repairing with new win-

dow-casings and sash. The old shingle siding yet

remains, weatherbeaten and gray.

No. 13. This house was built by Dr. Rogers, a phy-

sician of considerable celebrity. His wife was a

Miss Tennant, sister to Rev. William Tennant, who
preached on Greenfield Hill from 1772 to 1781, then

removed to Philadelphia, leaving his silver door-plate

behind. Dr. Rogers had one son, who went to Savan-

nah to purchase slaves. While out riding, his horses

ran away, upsetting and injuring him fatally.

Dr. Wm. B. Nash, who studied under Dr. David
Hull, also occupied this house. He was a son of

Capt. Thomas Nash (3d), of Westport, who married

Mary, daughter of William Burr, of Fairfield. This

Thomas Nash gave the site to the Congregational

Society where the church now stands in Green's

Farms. He was born in 1743, and died in 1815. He
was a man of influence, courage, and energy. He was
chosen deacon in 1768 in the same church in which

his father and grandfather had served in that office,

and was captain probably of the same company.

* Son of Mr. Hezekiah Banks, of Greenfield.

It is related that when Fairfield was burned, in the

time of the Revolution, Col. Whiting, the command-
ant, having withdrawn the Americans to the Round
Hill, north of the village, called for a captain and
thirty men to volunteer for the purpose of recon-

noitring the enemy ; that Capt. Thomas Nash im-

mediately stepped forth, followed by more than one

hundred men. The colonel Avould allow only thirty

to go. However, more fell in after they left the hill.

Capt. Nash advanced to the fence north of the street,

near where the meeting-house now stands, and ordered

his men to lie behind the fence in the tall vegetation

until the enemy were near the centre of the streeit,

when, as he gave the word, they were to rise and^?'e,

load and fire, and then run. This they did with such

effect, and so unexpectedly, that none of his party

were injured until they began to ascend the rising

ground towards the north, where one was killed.

Afterwards, when a squad of the enemy approached

to burn his house at Green's Farms, he alone, or with

but little help, dragged the company field-piece to a

rising ground near the house, loaded it with grape,

and fired upon them. They, suspecting he had a

company to sustain him in so daring an act, re-

treated, and this house was saved, and is yet stand-

ing (near Green's Farms church), with its large

veranda and railing above it.

At another time, being on a scout in the night, with

only three men, he discovered a whaleboat secreted on

the shore, which he thought indicated an enemy near.

He therefore stove in the boat and searched for the

foe. Perceiving a faint light from the window of a

cabin in a cornfield, he ordered his armij of three to

pass rapidly round the cabin, making all the noise

they could with their muskets against the building,

by which the inmates deemed themselves surrounded

by a real force. Capt. Nash then approached the

window and told them to hand out their arms and

he would spare their lives. They complied, and

handed out sixteen muskets, which he secured, and

told them to lie down until morning, when it ap-

peared that he and his three men had surrounded

and taken fifteen Tories and one British soldier.

Thomas Nash (3d) inherited a fine estate, but,

owing to many losses sustained by the Revolution

and investments in Continental currency, he spent

his last days in straitened pecuniary circumstances.

His father, Thomas Nash (2d), born in 1708, married

Rebecca Hull, of Fairfield, in 1731. He inherited an

ample estate.

An inventory is given on the Fairfield records

of 1748 of his property, amounting to £9372 15s.

He kept well what he inherited, and was a highly

respectable and influential man. His father, the flrst

Thomas Nash in Fairfield, was admitted to the Prime

Ancient Church under Rev. Joseph Webb, Jan. 4,

1712, and had three children—Joseph, Thomas, and

Sarah—baptized there the same day. Shortly after

this (1715), when another child was baptized—and no



FAIRFIELD.

more recorded after it—it is inferred that the new so-

' ciety was organized.* Thomas Nasli was tlie first

deacon of that churcli, and probably continued tlirougli

life in the oflBce, also held by son and grandson. The

ancestor of these Nashes died in New Haven in 1658.

In the records it is stated :

"It is ordered that Thomas Nash sliall kcopo tho Tiiwno Muskilts in

his hands, and look to tlicm well, that they bo always in good order fitt

for service, and the Towno to allow him what is Just for his caro and

pains."

^
Thomas Nash's name appears as a land-owner in

J

Fairfield in 1701. His body lies in the burying-

ground on Green's Farms, near Talcott Wakeman's,

and his resting-place is marked thus :

]j

" Hero lyos buried ye body

of Capt. Thomas Nash,

Deacon of Fairfield West Parish,

'? who departed this life Juno ye 8th,

ij Anno Dom'i 1748, in y»

.j
C9th year of his age."

1 Thomas Nash, Jr., has this tribute :

2 " In memory of

Capt. Thomas Nash, Jun',

Deacon of y« Churcli of Christ

^ in this place, who died

^ Aug. 2""^, A. D. 17C7, aged

,j. 61 years wanting 12 days.

:t Here appears the Place of Bones,

Of gashful soulls and monumental Stones,

, Inscribed with grinning Deaths on rural Throns.

But stop the Hearse ; this is the destined Place

01 Where lies his Ancient Body in the Dust,

jj Thou yawning Grave profound, receive thy prey,

And feed tliy Worms with this delicious clay.

Thr«w on the Earth, how piercing is the Sound !

i Weep on dear friends and ease tho Wound,

til This kind relief the Social Passions crave

:

Jesus himself wept at a good man's Grave."

ii Dr. William Burr Nash studied with Dr. David

d Hull till he attained his majority (1807), when he was

te licensed to practice, and settled in Greenfield (in this

ji colonial).! After a residence of ten years in Green-

si field, he removed to Fairfield, and entered into a

il partnership with Dr. Hull, where for nine years he

ij- continued to reside, with a large and increasing prac-

Ini tice. He lived in the house occupied by Arthur Ben-

nitt, and in 1825, real estate being so low through the

It, country, he (Dr. Nash) could hardly give it away,

i s At this date he removed to Bridgeport, and for a time

resided in a house situated on the corner of Main and

c. Bank Streets, where the city bakery now stands. At
'4 that time there were but one or two other physicians

a in the city, and his practice soon became very large,

not only here, but in the surrounding towns, and his

nj travels were very extensive and laborious.

_k Dr. Nash's son, David Hull Nash, born in 1811,

nj graduated as an M.D. at Yale College in 1834. His

y, medical studies were under the supervision of his

[rj father. He married Susan E. Sterling, and com-
i menced practice with his father. He is now the old-

^

* Known as Fairfield, West Parish, now Green Farms,

t He married, in 1807, Ruth M. Eliot, dauglitor of Rev. Andrew
; :4 Eliot, of Fairfield.

est practitioner in Bridgeport. Few men have been

engaged so many years as the late doctor, who during

his long life was very successful.

J

At the period in which Dr. W. B. Nash entered pro-

fessional life applicants to practice medicine were ex-

amined and licensed by a committee of physician.^,

and the degree of M.D. was not worn by them. Yet

in later years it was conferred on him l>y Yale College.

He accidentally fell, in his eighty-.sevcnth year, and

fractured the thigh-bone, which resulted in his death,

1872.

The records of the Nasli family were collected by

Ecv. Sylvester Nash, A.M., rector of St. .John's

Church, Essex, Conn., in 185.3, when there were three

thousand three hundred of the Nashes named. The

compiler wished very much to have a portrait of Dr.

W. B. Nash for a frontispiece, but, with his character-

istic modesty, he could not be induced to comply.

As the descendants of Thomas Nash (Istj remained

undispersed in and about Fairfield for more than a

hundred years, they are known as the Fairfield branch.

At present the only descendants left in Fairfield are

Jennings, Perrys, Bibbins, and Bennitt.

Capt. Burr Nash, son of Thomas Nash (4th), lived

in Greenfield, then on Mill Plain, afterwards in

Bridgeport, and from thence he removed to New
York. He built, with others, the steamboat

"Marion," which he commanded. Afterwards he

returned to New York, then removed to New Haven,

where he carried on, until his death (1848), the same

business (blacksmith) that his ancestor.? wrought at

in the same place two hundred years before.

After Dr. Nash left Greenfield, Buckingham Sher-

wood was the owner. In time Moses Betts (see "Colo-

nial," No. 5) purchased it, and kept a country store

there. He disposed of it to Col. Murray (of the New
York militia), whose daughter, Agnes Murray, is the

occupant.

No. 14. The house on the premises, with the store

and post-oflSce, was originally built and owned by

Samuel Bradley, grandson of Francis Bradley, who
settled in Southport, west of the tide-mill, iu 1G64.

The first Francis Bradley had a son Francis, who
moved to Greenfield. He had a son Samuel, who wa.s

called "Marchant Bradley." He lived where Wil-

liam Lobdell now does. Tradition says he com-

menced life with a "jug of rum and a fiddle," that he

bought beef and pork as far back in the country as

Litchfield County. This he shipped to Boston, where

he would be gone six weeks to attend to his cargo.

He died in 1771, aged seventy. This Samuel Bradley

seems to have taken up nearly all the hill, and the

land known as the " mile of commons."

Samuel's grandson, Walter, moved into this house,

which was the custom-house for the port of Fairfield.

(The commission given him by the powci-s in oflioe is

in possession of Dr. M. V. B. Dunham, a popular

I See biography in history of Bridgeiwrt.
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allopathic physician, who occupied this house when
he first began practice, in 1870, in Greenfield, and his

son was born there.) Walter Bradley also kept store.

His daughter, Priscilla, married William Burr.

William Bradley, brother of Priscilla, bought out

the heirs, and in time his widow sold the house to

Barzilla B. Banks, present owner. No one would

ever mistrust its age, it is in such excellent repair.
^

No. 15. The house nearly opposite, of the Tomlin-

sons' estate, was built by the Rev. Seth Pomeroy.

His tombstone in the Greenfield ground contains the

following history :

" Here lies buried

tlie Body of tlie

Eevii Mr. Setli Pomeroy,

Ordaiucd to the work of y" ministry

In this Parish Dece' ye 8th, 1757,

AVho departed this life

July the 1st, 1770, in the

37"" year of his age."

It is thought this house was built prior to 1765.

At Mr. Pomeroy's decease Capt. David Hubbell

bought it and built a store there. The Rev. William

Belden purchased it in 1812 or thereabouts, and occu-

pied it till 1821. He was the last teacher of any note

in the academy, which was built for Dr. Dwight in

1785 or 1786.

Mr. Belden sold the house to Walter Perry (see

" Colonial," 9), of Southport. The next owner was

Joseph Nichols, who transferred it to George Wilson.

It came to his wife, Ellen Bradley Wilson, who sold

it to Mr. Sinclair, of the New York Tribune. He sold

it to Mrs. Sophia Bulkeley, widow of Hezekiah R.

Bulkeley, who has occupied it since 1863.

No. 16. Samuel Bradley (1st) had a son Hezekiah,

who built the large gambrel-roofed house standing at

the southwest corner of the green or parade-ground

in 1755. He had a large farm, bred horses, and had

more than twenty slaves. The second owner was

Hezekiah Bradley, Jr., the third was Rufus Hoyt,

who married a daughter of Capt. David Hubbell,

neither of whom lived over a few months.

The next owner was Mr. Charles Nichols, who pur-

chased the house in 1822. He married Polly, daugh-

ter of Jonathan and Molly Wakeman Banks. (See

"Colonial," 32.) The Nichols are an old family in

Fairfield. The first settler of that name was William.

He married Abigail Ward, and died young. She was

the owner of one of the " long lots." Their bodies

(are supposed to) lie in Fairfield old ground. His

(William's) only child was Ignatious, born 1665 ; mar-

ried Abigail Staples. They were the parents of Na-

than, Ignatious, Jr., Ephraim, Abigail, and Hester.

Ignatious, Jr., is buried in Greenfield, under this

inscription

:

" Here lyes buried

the body of Mr.

Ignatious Nickolls

;

who Departed this Life

Dec. ye 17, 1738, in

73 year of his age."

Ephraim Nichols was born in Greenfield, Conn.,

and married Rebecca, daughter of Onesimus Gould.*

They were the parents of Ebenezer, Hezekiah, David,

Peter, John, Jesse, and Ephraim, besides five daugh-

ters. Ephraim died in 1782. His son, Ephraim, Jr.,

has a history on his tombstone in Greenfield burying-

ground

:

" To

the memory of

Ephraim Nichols,

who died

January 23, A.D. 1852,

aged 94 years 9 months

and 8 days.

In his youth he took part in

the toils and struggles of the

American Revolution.

Many noble qualities of mind and

heart adorned his life and endeared

him to his family and friends.

He died in the Christian Faith,

and in the hope of a blessed

Immortality.

I am a stranger with thee and a sojourner,

As all my fathers were. Psalm xxxix. 12."

One Ebenezer lies in Greenfield, with this tribute

:

"In
Memory of

Ebenezer Nichols,

who left this world '

Aug. 10, 1810,

In the C9th year

of his age."

One of his grandsons. Rev. George W. Nichols,

A.M., in his " Fragments from the Study of a Pas-

tor," states that his grandfather " enlisted as a com-

mon soldier at the early age of nineteen years, and,

joining the Continental army, proceeded to the city

of New York, and was there at the memorable time

of the declaration of independence. He was present

when the soldiers demolished the statue of King

George that stood in the Bowling Green, near the

Battery, on Broadway. He was present also when
the battle was fought at Flatbush, L. I., and saw the

British take possession of the fortifications on Brook-

lyn Heights after they had been quietly abandoned

by the Americans during the night of Aug. 30, 1776.

He assisted, likewise, in erecting the fortifications at

Red Hook, which was done during the night, that our

army might, if possible, take advantage of the enemy,

and while engaged in his trying duty at this period,

suffering from exposure and hardship, was visited

with sickness, and spent some time in the city hos-

pital. But, though suffering much from sickness and

exposure, being sometimes obliged to sleep out upon

the ground, in consequence of the scarcity of beds and

tents, yet did the old soldier still keep to his post of

duty and sacrifice. He still continued with the army

as they marched on through the county of West-

chester, after the city had been evacuated by the

Americans. When, shortly after, the famous battle

was fought at White Plains, he was there, and stood

amid the smoke of the cannon, while balls from Brit-

* See " Special Houses."
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ish muskets flew on either side of liiin. After the

occurrence of tliat signal defeat, he utill followed on

with the army, encami>ing with them at Tarrytown

and North Castle ; and then, leaving the army, he

retired to his native town, arriving there on Christmas

day, 1776. Afterwards he enlisted again in the ser-
i

vice, and set out from his liomc once more to join the
j

army, which had already proceeded on its way for the

purpose of taking Gen. Burgoyne. On arriving at

Eidgefield news was received of the capture of Bur-

goyne. Thereupon he retraced his way towards

home. This was the last of his participation in the

Revolutionary contest. He then came home, and

soon after took up his abode upon a small farm of a

few acres, which he purchased with the avails of his

industry." Here he erected the " old homestead,"

where he spent his long life; here he brought his

youthful bride, Miriam Bradley ; here he brought up
his family,—William, Samuel, Charles, and Bradley.

These Nichols were all blessed with large families.

One of John's (brother to Eidiraim, .Jr.) daughters,

Mrs. Ruamah Nichols, wife of Samuel Merwiu, now
eighty-nine, cooks her dinner if necessary. She re-

members sixty first cousins. Mrs. Charlotte Banks,

wife of Bradley Nichols, eighty-six years old, per-

forms all her domestic duties and " runs the farm"

herself She has two daughters,— Mrs. William

Bradley (see "Colonial," 17) and Mrs. Zalmon Wake-
man, both of Greenfield.

Charles Nichols married in 1815 and built the house

owned by Elizabeth Bulkelcy, in which he lived till

he purchased this " colonial." Mrs. Mary Nichols, wife

of Isaac Milbank, inherited this pi'operty from her

father. Mr. Milbank's father came from Essex County,

England. His home there was a stone dwelling,

"Panfield Hall," which has stood eight hundred years.

It still retains its old coaches and its old styles.

This house ("colonial") has never been rei)aired;

its lower roof has never been reshingled, even. The
covering is shingle sides, with the large wrought nails,'

but is protected by an excellent coat of paint. A bay-

window and a veranda have been added, and a few

changes made inside ; otherwise it remains as built

one hundred and twenty -five years ago.

No. 17. The house opposite Mr. Milbank's was built

by Samuel Bradley, Jr., somewhere between 1750 and

1760. He was a merchant, or, as they expressed it in old

colonial times, "kept store;" he was also justice of the

peace, and in consequence was called " 'Squire." He
had three sons: (1) Samuel (3d), who was a priva- '

teersman and died during the Revolution; (2) Zal-

mon, who built the house known as the " Capt. Bald-

win house," now owned by Mr. A. R. T. Nichols.

Zalmon also was in the commercial business, and
was engaged in the West India trade with Joseph

Squire, of Fairfield, dealing largely in beef and pork

;

(3) Walter is associated with house No. 14.

A man named Frazier broke into 'Squire Nichols'

store, and was found guilty of theft, for which he

suffered the penalty of death, an he was hung on a

gib))et erected on a knoll not far from the late Capt.

John Gould's. Crimes met with heavy penalties in

those days.

The store on this ground was in a greater danger

from a member of the family, Samuel ('i<ij, who went

into the room where no fire was allowed at any time

with a lighted candle in his hand and jjut it in a ca«k

on the counter, which afterwards he f<mnd contained

gunpowder. He went "back and took out the candle

in safety, showing he had courage.

The proi)erty descended to two sisters, Huldah and

Lucy Bradley, and tliey willed it to Maj. William

Bradley, who remodeled it in 1845. His three chil-

dren being married, he and his wife are the sole occu-

pants.

No. 18. The first minister of the gospel on Green-

field Hill was the Rev. John Goodsell, whose a-shes

repose in the Greenfield cemetery under the slab with

this simple inscription

:

"Here lies liuried tlie body

of tlic l!ev. M'
John Goodsell,

who departed this life

December 2G'\ 17G3,

Aged 07 years."

The Rev. John Goodsell'sson Lewis in 1772 built a

house which was used as a tavern before and after the.

Revolutionary war. It has been a house of great

resort, and became famous from its associations.

Mr. Alexander T. Nichols has kindly loaned for this

work a legal abstract prepared by John H. Perry, a

lawyer of note, containing the "transfers of property,

whether by Deed, Will, Distribution, or by way of

Mortgage, arranged for the most part in their chron-

ological order." The historic parts are interlarded as

they occurred.

(1) The premises in question were owned by Lewis

Goodsell in fee simple, and unincumbered in 1772.

(2) Lewis Goodsell gave a warranty deed to Zal-

mon Bradley, June 15, 1778, for the consideration of

seventy pounds.

(3) Zalmon Bradley gave a warranty deed to Eunice

Goodsell, wife of Lewis Goodsell, June 18, 1778; con-

sideration, seventy pounds. Eunice Goodsell died

some time between June 16, 1778, and Nov. 28, 1794,

leaving heirs,—Peter Goodsell, Lewis Goodsell, Jr.,

Sarah Lyon, wife of Joseph Lyon, and probably two

others, whose names are difficult to be ;iseertninetl.

There is no record of a will or of the granting of ad-

ministration on her estate.

(4) Peter Goodsell quitclaimed his share to Lewis

Goodsell, Jr., Nov. 28, 1794, for a consideration of

four pounds and divers good causes, etc.

(5) Joseph Lyon, Sarah Lyon, and Lewis Goodsell

quitclaimed their shares to Lewis Goodsell, Jr., April

23, 1796
;
Consideration, ten pounds.

(6) Lewis Goodsell, Jr., gave a warranty deed to

Joseph Bulkelcy, Jr., April 23, 1796 ;
consideration,

fifteen pounds.
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Joseph Bulkeley lived in this house sixteen years.

According to the Bulkeley Genealogy, he lived to be

over one hundred years. He was the son of Daniel

and Hannah Hill Bulkeley. When he first moved
into the house he probably rented it, as his son Uriah

states he bought portions of the place as he could ob-

tain them of the heirs. He said, " We all moved into

the place Oct. 28, 1786, my mother riding on a bed in

grandfather's cart, with my brother three weeks old,

and all the furniture they had at the time. My father

taught school for about two years in the district

school-house, on the southeast corner of the green.

His business—keeping tavern—was so good that in

1787 he raised up the front of the house, put windows
up-stairs in front, made a double piazza, with stairs to

the ball-room, plastered the chambers,—which had
not been done before,—took down the chimney to the

lower floor and rebuilt in a better manner, with free-

stone hearths," etc.

In another place he says :
" These houses [in Green-

field] were all built on one plan, with back roofs de-

scending to t!ie height of the kitchen." The usual

style was to have the well, with the old well-sweep,

in front of the house, as was the hatchway-door. The
roofs were, most of them, i-aised the same year except

the old tavern.

In 1788, Joseph Bulkeley bought of his father-in-

law, John Hubbell, the store which stood on the

corner where Henry Goodsell now lives. He hired

men and teams to draw it on to his premises. Mr.

Uriah Bulkeley further states :
" It was done with

much difficulty, as the road at that time, and years

after, was full of rocks. He at first left it the whole

width on the green, west of the house, not connected,

as there were some fruit-trees where it at last stood."

In 1791, Joseph Bulkeley went to New York and

bought a small assortment of goods and began store-

keeping. He succeeded pretty well, and next year

went to New York and took with him his son Uriah,

ten years old. He describes this trip seventy-seven

years later, showing the only method of going to New
York except by i^rivate conveyance at that time

:

" We went to Mill Kiver (now Southport) and to New York in a small

sloop. AValter Perry, master, liis brother David, hand. Job Perry (these

were Peter Perry's sons), my fatlier, myself, and one female, passengei*s.

The sloop, only twenty tons, sails and vessel old, wind fresh at N. E.

When we got to Norwulk Islands it shnt in so thick witli snow that we
conld hardly see the length of the vessel, a heavy rolling sea, and every

sonl on hoard deadly sea-sick except the female. Could hardly find any

one to steer, but we drifted along through the Sound to Hart Island,

wlien it broke away, and went on to Riker's (then Hewlct's) Island, and

anchored. Beat down next morning, went into Burling Slip to the head,

and our bowspiit lay half-way across Pearl Street, then Queen Street, at

the foot of Jolm Street, on the corner of which was Rogers cS; Woolsey's

hardware-store, with a large gilt padlock for a sign, which was my guide

back to the sloop, as I lived on board.

" After about a week we started for home, wind S. E. In going through

Hell-Gate, close-hauled Cn the wind. There was a large wood-sloop

coming down before the wind with no one forward to look out. We
hailed them, but could make no one hear until close on to us. She just

grazed our side, and her bowsprit caught into the after-leach of our

mainsail and unshipped our boom, broke the gaff i[i three pieces, and

took the whole sail off hor bowsprit; took off our boat which was in

tow.

"We made out, as the tide was with us, to get up, under our jib,

against Biker's Island and anchored. The sloop anchored near where
the old Hussar frigate was sunk. Our boat had drifted ashore

;
they

picked it up, and towed it back with the mainsail, and settled for the

damages. Father and myself went ashore and slept. There was a tre-

mendous gale that night.

" Next day was pleasant. Mended and bent our sail, and started for

homo. Arrived at the dock at daylight next morning, walked home,

and commenced at Dr. Dwight's Academy to learn

" ' Arma virumqvc cano.^ "

A smart boy for ten years ! The schools of to-day

(1880) do no better in education than in 1792 unless

Uriah Bulkeley was a grand exception as a pupil.

He continues

:

" The store and tavern, with its sign of a horse, which is no better

than a caricature—did pretty good business that winter,—maybe pro-

duced some jealousy among the old storekeepers, who perhaps felt as if

the store was encroaching on tlieir rights.

" Father next spring brought a large supply of goods, but within a

few weeks after his return some one (or more) broke info the store and

took about one thousand dollars' worth of drygoods and fancy articles,

and left the store bare and a considerable debt due in New York. To

show the sympathy of the world, next day after the loss was known, as

I was driving cows, a son of my father's friend met me and said,

' Well, your dad has lost his goods ! I guess j'ou will have to come to 't

now.'

" I remained at school and father paid his debts notwithstanding."

He further states

:

" My father did not keep store in Greenfield after his loss, but moved

the store back to connect with the house at the southwest corner of the

bar-room, and moved the old bar from the northwest corner, where it

remained till William Shaw moved it away. Father used it for a dining-

room when he had much company' ."

Again he says (in 1869) :

" I am pleased to see the old home of my youthful days fitted up in

such good style. The old tavern has had a great many customers of the

noblest of the land and foreign countries. I recollect Talleyrand, and

the Spanish minister plenipotentiary (Don Onis, or a similar name)

dining there. The lawyers and judges of the court at Fairfield fre-

quently came up and spent Snnday, among Avhom I recollect Judges

Reeve, Edmunds, Chapman, Uriah Tracy, Gideon Granger, Epliraim

Kirby, Bostwick Whittlesey, Thaddeus Benedict, Pierpont Edwards,

Bissel of Norwalk, Dagget, Nathan and Nathaniel Smith of New Haven,

and nearly every judge and lawyer that attended the court, Rufus King,

our minister to England, Joel Barlow, minister to France, Gen. Rufus

Putnam, one of the first settlers in Ohio. I recollect him for his having

holster and pistols and a bearskin on his saddle. I think there have been

more visitors in the old house of the best class than almost any other

public-house in a country place, owing, probably, in part, to the great

reputation of Dr. Dwight's academy and to the beautiful scenery on the

hill, which cannot be surpassed for beauty, if it is in grandeur."

In connection with the hotel and Dr. Dwight's

school he is quoted further

:

" Those were lively times at Greenfield. The old house of ' entertain-

ment' was full to overflowing. In the winter they would have a dance

about once a month, having Moses Sturges to fiddle, wine and plum-cake.

Dr. Dwight always came in, took a glass of wine and a piece of cake, told

some pleasant story, and left within half an hour."

Joseph Bulkeley moved to Black Eock, and sold

the tavern in 1810 or 1812. His son Uriah married

Jane Sayre,* of Fairfield ; she died in 1831. He died

at Dobb's Ferry, N. Y., July 23, 1874, aged ninety-

two. Dr. Dunham relates he saw him a few months

before he died, when he stated he " did not wish to

live to be an old man." He has one son, William

Henry Bulkeley, a bookseller in Louisville, Ky.,

* See note to Eliot's letter.
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where he resides. He has one daughter, the wife of

Henry Gordon Harrison, the ai-chitcct of Garden City.

It is related of Uriah Bulkcley that wlien he was

married everything was conducted in royal style, even

the wood hurnt in the fire-place was planed, and,

gossip now adds, " was gilded at both ends."

(7) Joseph Bulkeley, .Jr., gave a warranty deed to

Medad Bradley, March 23, 1812; consideration, six-

teen hundred dollars.

(8) Medad Bradley mortgaged this property to

Gershom Burr to secure the sixteen hundred dollars,

March 23, 1812.

(9) Gershom Burr quitclaimed to Medad Bradley,

April 3, 1817
;
consideration, sixteen hundred dollars.

(10) Medad Bradley mortgaged to Thomas Bartram

to secure twelve hundred dollars. May 7, 1825.

(11) Thomas Bartram quitclaimed to Medad Brad-

ley, March 10, 1826
;
consideration, one dollar.

(12) Medad Bradley gave a warranty deed Nov. 2,

1827, to Sturges Morehouse
;

consideration, eight

hundred and fifty dollars.

(13) Sturges Morehouse mortgaged to Isaac Banks,

Oct. 27, 1838, to secure twelve hundred and seventy-

five dollars. Isaac Banks, the mortgagee, died about

Jan. 1, 1841, leaving a will, in which William Nich-

ols and Horace Banks were executors.

(14) William Nichols and Horace Banks, executors

on the estate of Isaac Banks, deceased, quitclaimed to

Sturges Morehouse, March 12, 1841
;

consideration,

one hundred dollars.

(15) Sturges Morehouse gave warranty deed to

Hezekiah Phillips, March 12, 1841; consideration,

five thousand dollars.

(16) Hez. Phillips gave warranty deed to D. Burr,

March 17, 1845 ;
consideration, fifteen hundred dollars.

The property is now definitely described as " con-

taining three acres more or less," as all transfers do

after this date on this estate.

(17) David Burr mortgaged to Nathan Bulkeley to

secure three hundred dollars, April 17, 1845.

(18) Nathan Bulkeley quitclaimed to David Burr,

Sept. 11, 1847
;
consideration, three hundred dollars.

(19) David Burr mortgaged to Samuel A. Nichols

to secure six hundred dollars, Sept. 11, 1847.

(20) David Burr also mortgaged to P. T. Barnum to

secure one hundred and twenty-five dollars, Apvil

21, 1849. The world knows the showman's history.

(21) David Burr gave a warranty deed, subject to

mortgage, for six hundred dollars, Dec. 13, 1850, to

Lewis Nichols
;
consideration, three hundred and fifty-

two dollars.

(22) Lewis Nichols quitclaimed to Eleanor B. Burr,

Dec. 13, 1850
;
consideration, three hundred and fifty-

two dollars.

(23) David Burr and Eleanor B. Burr gave a war-

ranty deed to Frederic S. Lyon, Nov. 5, 1851 ;* con-

sideration, thirteen hundred dollars.

(24) Frederic 8. Lyon gave warranty deed, subject

to mortgage, for six hundred dollars, Nov. ], 1852, to

Rebecca A. McLellan
;
consideration, fourteen hundred

dollars.

(25) John G. D. McLellan and Reljecca A. McLel-

lan mortgaged to secure five hundred dollars, Nov. 1,

1852, to Samuel Betts.

(26) .John G. D. and Rebecca McLellan gave a

warranty deed, subject to two mortgages, for six

hundred dollars and five hundred dollars, to Henry

B. Banks, Mayl, 1854; consideration, twelve hundred

and seventy-five dollars.

(27) Henry B. Banks died intestate soon after the

above conveyance. Adininistration was granted on

his estate, July 26, 1854, to his widow, Maria C. B.

Banks.

(28) Maria C. B. Banks gave a bargain-and-sale

deed, April 26, 1855, to Peter H. Shaw and Anna M.

Shaw his wife
;
consideration, one hundred dollars,

and conveyed "the equity of redemption possessed by

Henry B. Banks at the time of his decease."

(29) Maria C. B. Banks quitclaimed to Rev. Peter

II. Shaw and Anna Maria Shaw, April 26, 1855; con-

sideration, ten dollars. Anna Maria Shaw, wife of

Peter H. Shaw, died Feb. 17, 1860, leaving two chil-

dren,—William K. Shaw and Isabella O. Beard (wife

of Ira Beard),—and probably intestate, no will or set-

tlement of hers appearing on record.

(30) Peter H. Shaw quitclaimed to Wm. K. Shaw,

April 14, 1860; consideration, one hundred dollars.

(31) Ira Beard and Isabella O. Beard quitclaimed,

Sept. 21, 1860, to Samuel Betts
;
consideration, om

dollar.

(32) William K. Shaw quitclaimed, March 5, 1861,

to Samuel Betts
;
consideration, one dollar, and other

values considered.

(33) Samuel A. Nichols, "Trejisurer of the Town
Deposit Fund of the Town of Fairfield," quitclaimed,

March 6, 1861, to Samuel Betts; consideration, six

hundred dollars. (See "Biographical," Fairfield.)

(34) Samuel Betts gave a warranty deed, Aug. 5,

1861, to Rev. Samuel Nichols
;
consideration, twelve

hundred and fifty dollars.

The Rev. Samuel Nichols, D.D., died July 17, 1880,

in his ninety-fourth year, at his residence on Green-

field Hill. The degree of D.D. was conferred on him
by Williams College. He was probably the oldest

Episcopal clergyman in the United States, and wtvs at

his ordination the three hundred and eighty-seventh

of that sect ordained in America. He was born Nov.

14, 1787. He graduated from Yale in 1811, and was

not only the last survivor of his class, but, with one

excci)tion, the oldest living graduate of the college.

He was the oldest living presbyter of the diocese to

which he belonged (that of Bishop Potter), and was

believed to be the oldest one of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church in the United States.f

* Editor of Conneclicut Ite^niblican, Norwalk. t Erening Pod, July, ISSO.
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In his early days lie was associated with the Rev.

Virgil Barbour in charge of the school at Fairfield,

Herkimer Co., N. Y., then under the special patronage

of Trinity Church, of New York. Afterwards for

twenty-two years he was rector of a St. Matthew's

Church at Bedford, Westchester Co., N. Y. His was

a blameless life, respected by all denominations, ever

charitable to the poor, and universally beloved. He
left a reputation which was a testimony of his Chris-

tian character, his learning and fidelity, and his de-

votion to his family and friends.

He married Susan N. Warner of New York, and

they were blessed with several sons and daughters, of

whom are the Rev. George Warner, Effingham H., a

lawyer, William, and Alexander; the latter is an ex-

member of the Connecticut Legislature. These sons

have amassed a goodly fortune, are men of talent and

of trust, and have had a test of the confidence of men
of means for many years which has never been abused.

They are shrewd, excellent business-managers of great

capacity and foresight, and have a well-established

office in New York City. Susan W. Nichols, a sister

of the above, is a skillful artist and excels in oil-

painting. They are all possessed with fine aesthetic

tastes, and are liberal patrons of works of culture

whether of literature or of art, to which their own
pens and pencils contribute.

(35) Rev. Samuel Nichols quitclaimed, July 29,

1868, to Alexander R. T. Nichols; consideration, one

dollar, and other divers good causes.

(36) Rev. Samuel Nichols quitclaimed to Susan

W. Nichols, July 29, 1868; consideration, one dollar.

(37) Susan W. Nichols quitclaimed to Susan N.

Nichols, July 29, 1868
;
consideration, one dollar.

(38) Susan N. Nichols died March 22, 1872, leaving

a husband, the Rev. Samuel Nichols, and several chil-

dren living, and a will which is recorded in Kings

County surrogate's office, in the State of New York.

(39) Phineas T. Barnum quitclaimed, Aug. 25, 1874,

to Alexander R. T. Nichols and the devisees of Susan

N. Nichols, being John J., Susan W., and Maria S.

Nichols
;
consideration, one dollar, which released

mortgage No. 20 above, the note secured thereby hav-

ing long before been paid ; so that the present owner,

Alexander R. T. Nichols, at last has a clear title to a

much entangled projierty. These transfers are given

to show what changes property may pass through in

one hundred years, also the variation of values on the

same property.

This property is contiguous to that of the Rev.

Samuel Nichols, D.D. Dr. Nichols' house was built

for the Rev. Richard V. Dey, 1823-1828, who officiated

during those years as pastor of Greenfield.

No. 19. The house occupied by Mr. Charles P.

Bradley was built about the same time as the others

in Greenfield. It was owned in 1786 by Mr. John
Jennings, an old blind man, who was a blacksmith in

his youth, afterwards by Josiah Jennings, who mar-

ried Heron, of Redding. William Bradley owned

it in 1823. From him it came to his son, Charles T.

Bradley, the present owner. This house has been

so remodeled by new sidings, verandas, etc., that it

misleads the uninformed as to its antiquity.

No. 20. Deacon Joseph Bradley built this house.

It descended to his son Joseph, who left three heirs

on this place,—Burr, Grisel, and_Polly. They being

deceased, it was set off" to V' J- '^— the only daughter,

the wife of Lloyd N. Sherwood, who are the present

owners and occupants.

As near as can be ascertained, this house was built

in 1746, and was honored with a centennial party of

some one hundred and thirty persons dressed in cos-

tumes of 1776 early in the Centennial year. Here is

to be seen an old coat-of-arms of the Bradley family.

No. 21. The Hubbell home was built by Gershom
Hubbell in . It fell to his son Moses, and then

to the late Uriah Hubbell, and is now occupied by

the widow and daughter. It seems that the first

Hubbell in America was named Richard. He lived

in New Haven, Conn., in 1647. Having been ad-

mitted as a planter, in 1680 he settled in Fairfield,

where he died in 1692.

Dr. Dwight settled in Greenfield in 1783, and kept

his academy at first in Gershom Hubbell's shop,

where his grandson's widow now lives. Mr. Uriah

Bulkeley relates, in his "Musings of Memory," that

"Gershom Hubbell was a leather-breeches maker

and dresser, and his daughter made the best gloves I

ever wore." The academy building was built for

Dr. Dwight in 1785 or 1786. "Joseph Bulkeley, Jr.,

although a schoolmaster from his eighteenth year,

went to Dr. Dwight's school after he was married, to

study surveying and navigation. The doctor had the

reputation deservedly of being a first-rate teacher,

and scholars came from all parts of the world to his

school. It is thought he had always an eye to the

presidency of Yale College. He had a class which it

was his ambition to teach superior to any graduate of

Yale. Some of them were David Hill, Ezekiel Webb,

Jonathan Pomeroy, Parson Bartlett, and Lemuel San-

ford, from Redding ; David Rogers, Abraham Daven-

port, of Stamford. In the next class were two Henry

Livingtons, from Poughkeepsie ; James Anaraift, from

Richmond
;
Dubois, from France ; Joel R. Poinsett,

Minister to Mexico and Secretary of War
;
Dexter,

from Newburyport; William AVilliams, from Nor-

wich ; Charles Denison, of New Haven ; John Ha-

cock, from North Carolina ; Charles Hobby Pond, of

Milford, afterwards Lieutenant-Governor of the State;

Wilson, Richard, and Philo Hubbell, of Bridgeport

;

two Capei's, from South Carolina; Henry Baldwin,

afterwards judge of the United States courts, also his

brother Michael ; A. Tomlinson, who wore a suit of

white broadcloth. Dr. Dwight had a class of young

ladies, said to be the most beautiful ever in a class

together,—two of Dr. Rogers' daughters ; three Miss

Burrs, from Fairfield ; Miss Young, of Bridgeport

;

Sally Nichols, of Newtown ; and others."
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One of the pupils never returned liome, as thi.s

tombstone in Greenfield ground testifies.

" 111 Memory of

William Jorilan, ii Niitivo of No.

Cai-oliiiii, & Stuilciit lit the Greenfield

Aeademy, who died July 2(ith, 17(J4,

Aged 15 years, 2 months & 11 daya.

Sweet youth, alike to friends and strangers dear,

On thy green turf I'll drop the tender tear;

This last poor tribute let mo daily ]iay,

As here I ponder o'er the unconHeious clay
;

As here I feel thy distant brother's pain

And see thy hapless weep in vain.

In vain thy soul was bright, thy bosom kind,

—

• In vain the tears of those thou Icav'st behind
;

Cold is thy form and dark thy lone abode,

Yet thou but tread'st the path thy Saviour trodo,

"With him fond hope again behold thee rise

From transient slumbers to superior skies."

The manuscript quoted from says: "Wednesday
afternoons we spoke a short speech, and after choos-

ing sides and spelling the winners had a quarter of

an hour to play before the others were let out. Wed-
nesday evening Dr. Dwight lectured on religion, and
published them in four volumes of theology."

It is related of Dr. Dwight that occasionally he

would ride to New Haven to preach. When he left

Greenfield, the women were milking ; when he got to

Fairfield, the women were milking ; when he got to

Newfield (now Bridgeport), the women were milking
;

when he got to Stratford, the women were milking;

and in Milford, which is known as Sleepy Hollow.

It conveyed to his mind the industry of these places,

in which, in his estimation, Greenfield bore the palm.

For the benefit of the citizens of to-day a word con-

cerning Dr. Timothy Dwight may not be amiss. He
was born in Northampton, Mass., May 14, 1752, and
died in New Haven, Conn., Jan. 11, 1817. It is said his

mother taught him the alphabet in one lesson, and he
read the Bible Avhen he was but four years of age.

Latin he studied by himself at six, and was nearly

ready for college at eight. He entered Yale at thir-

teen, in 1765, and graduated in 1769, and for two years

was a teacher in New Haven. He became a tutor in

his college at nineteen. Dwight taught mathematics,

rhetoric, and oratory in the college for six years. In
1777 he was licensed to preach, and became a chap-

lain in the army, where he labored for the spiritual

interest of the soldiers, and increased their enthusiasm

by such productions as " Columbia." He was a mem-
ber of the Massachusetts Legislature in 1781, and his

popularity would have detained him in civil life had
he not deliberately preferred the ministry, the duties

of which he accepted at Greenfield, Conn., in 1783,

and discharged twelve years. As his salary was in-

sufficient for his support, he established an academy,
to which he devoted six hours of each day, and till

such a building could be erected he used the shop

above mentioned. On the death of Dr. Stiles he was
chosen his successor as president of Yale, and was in-

augurated in September, 1795, and held the otRce

until his death. Besides being profcHHor of fjelles-

Icf.frcH, oratory, and theology, he taught a class j>repar-

ing for the ministry, jtreaehing in the colh'ge chapel

twice every Sunday. " He was untiring in industry

and research, of a great system and wonderful memory

;

as a teacher, remarkable for his skill and 8ucce«s; sm a

writer, interesting and sensible; and as a preacher,

sound, strong, impressive, and at times highly elo-

quent."* His poem "(ireenfield Hill: in Seven

Parts," published in 1794, will long be cherished in

that village, although the original copies are exceed-

ingly scarce. The heads of the arguments are: "I,

The Prospect; II. The Flourishing Village ; IIL The
Burning of Fairfield ; IV. The Destruction of the

Pequots ; V. The Clergyman's Advice to the Villagers;

VI. The Farmer's Advice to the Villagers; VII. The
Vision

;
or. Prospect of the Future Happiness of

America."

No. 22. Near the northern limits of the town are

the Sherwood premises. Here was a house built by
Eleazer Sherwood, a son of Joseph Sherwood, the

original owner of Mill Hill, a descendant of Thomas,

who is the first Sherwood recorded in Fairfield, he

having bought land in 1653, and from whom ha.s come
a worthy host of descendants. He came from Sher-

wood Forest, in Scotland. This Eleazer married Mary
Squire, of Fairfield, and settled on a farm mentioned

above. The old colonial house was torn down not

long ago, but some of the same material was used in

the present structure, which stands on the same site.

It is worthy of mention that some of the people of

Fairfield, fearful that their hard-earned possessions

would be destroyed, removed them to.Mr. Sherwood's

quarters, but the British, who were on their way to

Danbury, passed along this street, destroying prop-

erty without mercy. In this case, however, Mrs.

Sherwood fed them to the best of her ability, and
thus was favored in having her own property saved.

At Eleazer's decease Hezekiah became owner ; he
also built a dwelling, which stands in sight of Mr.

Eli Sherwood's. He died twenty-nine years ago,

aged seventy-four. Eli Sherwood (the father of

Deacon L. F. Sherwood, merchant and postmaster in

Southport) was the late owner.

No. 23. This house has been in the fiunily for three

generations only, and was built by Josejili Sherwood
somewhere between 1750 and 1760. When the Brit-

ish entered this house for plunder on their Danbury
route, they tore up Mrs. Sherwood's silk dresses.

They shot at Joseph Sherwood himself, but hit his

hat only; but they took him prisoner with the inten-

tion of taking him with them, but he was lame, having
had his leg broken for some time. He complained that

he was unable tp march. To convince them ofthe cause

of his impediment in traveling, he exhibited his broken
(though then well) leg; whereupon they rele^ised him.

This place descended to his sou Joseph, Jr., and from

* See .\mericau Cyclopft'dia.
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him to Solomon or Salmon, wlio is the present owner

and occupant.

No. 24. This was built, about 1755, by Ensign

Jehiel Sherwood, who had several children, all of

whom were born here. Among them was one Stephen,

born in 1775, who bought out the otlier heirs. All

his children were also born here. This dwelling is in

good repair, and is owned by Miss Sarah Sherwood,

who is the present occupant, and sister of Mrs. Eliza

Beers, who has a life-right in " colonial" No. 7.

No. 25. Built by Samuel "Whitney, who was the

owner when the British passed there, this house was

vacated temporarily, but no depredation was com-

mitted by the enemy further than the appropriation

of the food and drink left behind in the hasty de-

parture of its inmates. This property was afterwards

owned by David Fanton, who sold it to Charles Wake-
man, who repaired and uprighted it. He dying, it

fell to his brother, Eli Wakeman, who uses it for a ten-

ement-house. Frederic Thorp is present occupant.

No. 26. This is an old-fashioned, long-roofed, red

farm-house, and was built by John Banks in 1755

;

owned next by his daughter Ellen, who married

Samuel O. Banks. The third owner was Mary Banks,

who sold it to Eli Sherwood (see No. 22), and he to

Jonathan Banks. The next transfer was to Thomas
Goodsell, the great-grandson of the Rev. John Good-

sell. (See No. 18.) The next owner was William B.

Sherwood. The eighth and last is Wilson Sherwood.

The British made a visit to this substantial home, but

were satisfied with plundering without destroying it.

No. 27. Moses Banks was the builder of this house.

He left a fine farm to his son, Timothy Banks, which

is now occupied by T. Minot Banks,* a man whose

scholarly perceptions exceed his financial ability ; and

si.ster. In building, it was contemj)orary with the

above houses.

No. 28. This was built by John Banks, and was
next owned by Nathan Banks, born 1760, died 1847.

His wife, Mabel Bradley Banks, attained the age of

ninety-five. He had a farm of one hundred acres,

but he was not sufiiciently robust to cultivate it per-

sonally, so he taught a select school here for years.

He held some rank in the army, and conducted

twenty prisoners ("Red-coats") from Fairfield to

Hartford, all parties walking every step of the way.

In this house is the following record of his services in

the Revolutionary war:

"1st tour, to Stratford and Green's farms, under Col. Whiting, in 1776.

"2d tour, to Fairfield, under Lieut. Nathan Seeley, in 1777.

"3d tour, to Horseneck (now Greenwich), under Capt. St. John, in

1778.

" 4th tour, when Fairfield and Norwalk were burnt, in 1779.

"5th tour, to Fairfield, under Capt. Isaac Jervis, in 1780.

" Gth tour, to Compo, under Ensign Jehiel Sherwood (see No. 24), in

1781."

* The first Banks in Faiifleld was John, who purchased land there in

1649. From him are descended probably all the Banks. They were so

numerous that two districts in the town are named for them : the North

and South Banks District. Longevity, honesty, industry, and frugality

are prominent traits in this line of settlers.

It is now owned by Miss Pamelia Banks. Among
her relics she had an old-fashioned clock, but one day,

while absent, a boy on the place utilized (?) the leaden

weights and pendulum to melt for bullets. She had
two cannon balls

—"British reminiscences"—for a

long time, one of which disappeared; the other Dr.

M. V. B. Dunham exhibits among his curiosities.

No. 29. The house built by Deacon Daniel Banks

is considered to be one hundred and fifty years old.

He died in his one hundredth year. Late in life he

lived around among his children, but went home to

the house he built to die. His son Lyman also died

there, aged eighty-one years. His tomb in Greenfield

is marked thus

:

" In

Memory of

Dea. Daniel Banks,

died Jan. 16, 1839,

in the 100 year

of his age.''

Lyman Banks had three sons,—Lyman, Sereno,

and William. Lyman was taken sick and died while

a student at Yale; Sereno went to a neighbor's to

assist him in removing a rock, but the lever, a large

crowbar, slipped from the fulcrum and struck him
(Sereno) in the pit of the stomach, which resulted in

his death. The son William died not far from the

age of eighty.

f

This house has been repaired, and the old stone

chimney replaced by a small brick one. The kitchen

now awaits repair from a recent fire- The present

owner of these premises is Mrs. Sarah S. Sherwood.

j- In addition to the above sketch of the Banks family the following is

contributed by Mr. A. B. Hull

:

" Banks.—The ancestor of all of this family-name in Fairfield County

was John Banks, who married a daughter of Charles Taintor, of Wethers-

field, where he was town clerk in 1043 ; removed soon after to Fairfield,

of which town he was representative several years between 1651 and

1666 ; removed to Bye, N. Y., and was representative from that town 1670

to 1073. He made his will Dec. 12, 1684. In it he mentioned sons

—

John, Samuel, Obadiah, and Benjamin— and daughters— Susannah

Sturges, Hannah, wife of Daniel Burr—and sister, Mary Taylor. He had

a son, Joseph, not mentioned in this will. Obadiah died in Fairfield in

Februarj', 1691 , and Benjamin the next year. Of Samuel nothing reliable

is known. Both at Fairfield and Greenwich those of the name are nu-

merous, and also at Redding, where some of Joseph's descendants set-

tled.

" Gershom Banks was born May 1, 1712. He was married three times,

and his children were Daniel, Marannah, Thomas, Jane (who died in

infancy), Gershom, Joseph, Jane, Noah, Elijah, Hyatt, and I-saac. Ger-

shom Banks, Jr., married his cousin, Buth, daughter of Benjamin Banks,

April 20, 1774. Their children were Euth, Mary, Huldah, Noah, Gershom,

Charles, Lucy, and Cynthia.

" The children of Benjamin Banks were Molly, Benjamin, Hezekiah,

Mabel, Eutli, Esther, Ellen, Anna, and Jonathan.

- " This family was noted for longevity. Benjamin Banks died at the

age of one hundred and two years, and his oldest great-grandson, Kev.

Daniel Banks, preached his funeral sermon. His oldest child, Molly,

widow of Moses Ogden, lived to the age of one hundred and three. When
the British marched to Danbury in 1777, Mary, daughter of Gershom

Banks, Jr., was a child less than a year old, and was with others, women
and children, together with such articles as could be hastily collected,

conveyed in an ox-cart to a place of safety. Gershom Banks, Jr., and his

brother-in-law, Jonathan Banks, were captured and taken to New York,

but were soon liberated. The house was plundered of everything of

value. The daughter, Mary, who had such an early experience of the

horrors of warfare, married, first, Francis Bradley, Jr., and afterwards

Ezra Hull, of Bedding."
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No. 30. This house was built by Gershom Thorpe

;

date not ascertained, but, from the traditions and

records in families in Greenfield, its being a "colonial"

is undeniable. When the British made their raid in

these parts, the owner, Gershom Thorpe, hid bcihind

the chamber-door. His wife, full of courage, met the

foe at the door. They asked if tliere was a man or a

gun in the house, to which she replied, " No." Blie

fed them, and they passed on and took prisoner Ben-

jamin Banks, who was driving oxen near by. They
conveyed him to Danbury and to New York, where

in time he was exchanged. He returned, married,

settled, and multiplied.

This house is small, but large families have been

brought up in it. The second owner was Eli Thorpe,

son of the builder, Gershom Thorpe. The third

owner was James Goodsell, grandson of the Eev.

John Goodsell, first pastor in Greenfield. The fourth

owner is the present occupant, Mr. Simeon Banks.

No. 31. The old house on these premises was built

by Gershom Banks, who attained the age of eighty,

and his widow that of ninety-seven. It has been

moved from its former site to give place for a new
structure, though it is to be preserved for a storage-

house. A large family has also emanated from this

old dwelling. It is now owned by Abrah;un Banks,

grandson of the builder, and his wife is a daughter of

James Goodsell, once the owner of "No. 30."

Jonathan Banks, brother of Benjamin Banks,

above, heard the British were advancing in this direc-

tion, went into his house, seized a robin-gun, and

started to alarm the neighbors. As he ojiened the

door to this house to go to the next he met a British

soldier, who asked him what he was going to do with

that gun. He replied, " Shoot robins." The soldier

responded, " Shoot ' Red-coats.' " He took Jonathan

prisoner with him to Danbury, and then to the fa-

mous "Sugar-house" in New York, where he had the

smallpox. In time he and his brother Benjamin were

exchanged, and he came home to his father, who
built the " colonial" No. 32.

No. 32. The first owner and builder of this house

was Benjamin Banks, who was born in 1703 and died

1805. He had the two sons above, who were taken

prisoners. One of them, Jonathan, was the next

owner, and his wife, like himself, had a rough experi-

ence. She was Molly Wakeman, daughter of Gershom
Wakeman. As soon as he heard the enemy was at

Compo he mounted his horse and started in the defense

of his country. A bullet struck him in the forehead,

as he rode to join the forces, and he fell dead. His

wife fled, leaving the children of his first wife to care

for themselves. Molly, the eldest, took the rest of the

children and the cow and passed up a back lane to

the woods, where they spent a week, subsisting on the

milk of this cow. They were terribly anxious about

the animal, fearing that it might make a noise and
discover to the enemy their place of secretion. After

a week they returned to their home, where in time

Molly became Mrs. Banks. These were the grand-

parents of Mrs. Isaac Milljanks, in house "No. 17."

Jonathan's daughtcir was the owner next; afterwardH

it fell to Zalmon Bradley, who is the present proprie-

tor. It was converted into a barn some years since,

and in a few years this landmark will disappear.

No. 33 is located in the nortiieastern part of Green-

field. It was built by Jabez Thor[)e,—a name which

is of considerable antiquity in England and exten-

sively known in this section. They had more of a

maritime taste or were merchants. Capt. Stephen

Thorpe was left homeless through the disaster at

Fairfield, July 7, 1779. He purchased after it Chan-

cellor Kent's home in Westport. Andrew Thorpe wa.s

a merchant for many years in New York. He died

suddenly at his mansion on Mill Plain in 1876.

After Jabez Thorpe, Zalmon Price had possession

;

later, Samuel, son of Nathan Bradley. Tiie present

owner, William Bradley, caj^tain in the State militia,

occupies the house alone ; it has undergone repairs of

late, so that it is quite habitable for those of hermit-

ical inclinations.

No. 34. This is known as the " Lobdell" house,

though it is very old, having been built by Samuel

Bradley (1st), who died in 1771. Plere his first capi-

tal was " the jug of rum and a fiddle." Rum was a

common article in those days, and one of the staples

of trade. As near as can be remembered without a

wearisome search of records, David Downes was the

next owner, and he was succeeded by Elii)halet

Meeker. The Meekers belong to an old family. Many
of the descendants live in the western part of Green-

field parish, and many lie in Greenfield burying-

ground. One is commemorated thus

:

"HERE LYES BURIED
THE BODY OF DEACOX

DAVID MEEKAR,
who departed tliis

Life .\pi il ye 14'ii,

1 7 5 4,

In the C7"> year

of his nge."

The present owner is William Lobdell, who was
born in Westchester Co., N. Y. This house is in good

repair, but its ancient style of large beams and low

ceilings is preserved.

No. 35. This was an old-fashioned long-roofed

house built by Hczekiah Price about 1770. He too

lies in the Greenfield ground, with this slab above

him

:

"In
Memory of

M' Hc/.i'kiuh Price,

' who died

April lo, 1816,

in the 73 year

of his ftge."

His wife's stone is separated from his by a oed:ir-

tree. It reads

:
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" Died

on the 29 of Nov., 1S43,

Eunice Price,

widow of

Hezekiali Pi ice,

& daughter of

David Beers,

in the 100 year

of her age.

She lived a life of piety & devotion to the service of God, and died in

the liope of a glorious resurrection."

Their son Hezekiali inherited and remodeled it.

His daughter, Mrs. Betsey Calligan, is the present

owner and occupant.

No. 36. This house is of Bradley origin. Its

present owner is William Hawley Bradley, son of

Capt. Hezekiah Bradley, who was son of Maj. Me-
dad Bradley, who was the son of Hezekiah Bradley,

son of Samuel Bradley who occupied the house " No.

34," owned now by William Lobdell. It is difficult

to ascertain who was the builder. It is a very old

domicile, and in fact uninhabitable. The Bradleys

were in the " colonials" so near of blood kin, and so

numerous, and lie so thick in the Greenfield ground,

that a few inscriptions are here given

:

" In Memory of

Abigail Bradley, who Died Sept. 1,

1777, in her IS" Year,

Sarah Bradley, who Died Febrxir 28">,

1775, in her 5* year,

and Abigail Bradley, who Died Oct.

lO"", 1779, in her 1'' year.

All daughters of Hezekiah &
Abigail Bradley

Staj', thou maiden, stay

:

Learn how earthly joys decay.

Here three lovely sisters sleep

;

Head their fare, and, reading, weep.

Sw ift the hours, deceiving, fly

;

Death unseen is ever nigh

:

Soon the form of healthiest bloom

Think how soon may find a tomb.

Wisdom, then, and heaven to gain,

Early seek, nor read in vain."

" In memory
of

Docf Aaron Burr Bradley,

born April 22'i, 17G9,

died February 18'i>, 1814."

This is a simple inscription. The following is as

short as can be found

:

" Samuel Bradley, Esq'.

Obt. Aug. 29, 1804,

Mt. 70.

This Bradley house stands on Burr's Highway, and

is on the estate of Eldad Gould, a sea-captain, who
accumulated quite a property. William H. Bradley's

daughter married George Gould, whose death was oc-

casioned by a stone falling on his head while in a

Avell, injuring him fatally.

No. 37. Another house on Burr's Highway, a large

dwelling, was built by Eliphalet Lyon, who lived to

be ninety-four. He was a weaver, and very skillful

in the art. One day Dr. Dwight came to see him and
brought a piece of carpet he had obtained in New
Haven, and asked if he could weave like that. Mr.

Lyon, after raveling a piece, replied that he could,

and stated that if he (the doctor) would go home and
cut up his old clothes in strips, sew them together,

and bring them to his shop, he would weave them.

In a few days Dr. Dwight came in with his rags,

which were woven into carpeting, which was the first

carpet sj^read down on Greenfield Hill

!

This Eliphalet Lyon had a daughter, who was mar-

ried to Samuel Wilson. They were the parents of the

IDresent Samuel Wilson, the gunsmith, who is now
ninety-six years old. He was born in this house

("No. 37") in November, 1784. He heard a sermon

for the first time in his life when he was four years

old, and that was Dr. Dwight's ; he is the only man
living who ever heard that celebrated divine. He
related the story about old Frazier's stealing goods

from Samuel Bradley's store, and said that his father

went to see him hung. He also relates that Martha

Harvey was a witch who lived but a short distance

above Mr. Milbank's, who used to get the cows over

the great girt to the barn. People were so afraid they

did not venture to pass by there. He states that as

he first remembers Fairfield it looked pretty shabby,

as the tall black chimneys were standing, and old

barns riddled with bullets. His father drew con-

siderable of the timber for the Congregational church

which replaced the one burnt during the conflagra-

tion. In his younger days there were four or five

stores in Greenfield Hill which took in a great deal

of flax, raised in the country about there. When he

was a boy he was accustomed to avoid school by run-

ning away to the blacksmith-shop, which a Green-

field wit has said always go together in the country,

and it is a question in which lies the most redeeming

virtues (the school or the blacksmith-shop). From
the knowledge he gained from his observation of the

workers in iron, he took up the trade of gunsmith in

1812, when it took a week to make a gun. He made

the first rifle-gun in the county, and the third one he

completed is owned now by Eli Adams, of Easton.

He must have met with some ridicule in his first

work, as Darius Grant, a skilled blacksmith, exam-

ined one critically, and said it was the straiglitest gun

he ever saw. He set up a target, which he hit every

time.

Again, a neighboringwoman, to test him, challenged

him to hit one of her turkeys. She offered to set it

up. He accepted the challenge ; the second shot killed

the bird, and she was, to use Mr. Wilson's words,

" awful mad." His shot-guns sold at from five, to ten

dollars, and his rifles for thirty dollars apiece. He
had more orders than he could fill, so he bought guns

in New York to meet the demands of his customers.

He purchased long bars of iron of Miah Perry, who

was in the mercantile business opposite, where N. Jen-

nings has his market, where JelliflF's new brick build-

ing stands. He bored out the barrels from solid iron.

His tools cost him one thousand dollars. He stood in

one place to file so long that he wore an oak plank
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floor so thin that one day when he brought his foot

down to close the vise it gave way and he went through.

He never was out of work. He had orders from Nor-

walk, Danbury, New Haven, and various places.

Some of his guns went to Ireland.

In addition to his guns, of which he made entire

one hundred and repaired more than five hundred, lie

did a great amount of iron-work. He made twelve

sets of saw-mill work, except the crank. He had a

fine position offered him in a pajier-mill and any price

for compensation and men for assistants, but, his wife

being sick, and having the farm to attend to, he would

not accept. He never was a military character, but

was a private in the State militia. His life has been

very unassuming, yet remarkable. He has been blind

about six years, owing to close application to his work

and much reading, of which he was very fond ; other-

wise he is well and hearty.

Eliphalet Lyon, the builder of this house, was

great-grandfather to Mrs. E. L. Huntington, of Fair-

field, mdow of the Eev. Enoch Huntington, and to

her brother, Mr. Morris Lyon, an eminent teacher in

New York, a graduate of Yale, and a founder of the

Memorial Library in 1876 in his native town f Fair-

field).

Eliphalet Lyon, Jr., was the second owner of this

house. He left three heirs, Mrs. Eben Hill, of Nor-

walk, and Horace and Ramsen Hill. The present

occupant is Barlow Hill, deacon of the Congrega-

tional Church in Greenfield and grandson of Eliph-

alet Lyon, Jr.

No. 38. This dwelling was erected by Ebenezer

Hill in 1765. He married —— Sherwood, who lived

near Oak Lawn Cemetery, from a house long since

torn down. They were the parents of nine children.

In those days there was no conveyances other than

ox-carts, so that the only way of carrying children

was by the extension of the saddle called the pillion.

Mrs. Hill often visited her parents with one child

very easily, by taking it in her arms on horseback.

When the second was born she sighed, feeling that

the home visits must be foregone, but she trained the

first child so it would sit on the pillion, while baby

No. 2 rode in arms. When baby No. 3 was added to

the family, she despaired again when thinking of her

youthful home, but she trained the two former so they

could ride behind, while the third rode in arms.

When No. 4 was added, No. 1 had become old

enough to remain home, so she was permitted to

always make her filial visits to the parental roof.

At the time of the conflagration two of these chil-

dren were very ill. One died that night, the other

two or three days later. The parents, however, in

their solicitude had the cart and oxen in readiness,

so that if the torch should be applied to their house

no time should be lost in preserving their little ones.

Of this family, Ebenezer, Jr., studied theology to

please his father and Dr. Dwight ; he jjreached but a

few years, having a parish in Saratoga County, or in

that section. He then devoted himself to politicB,

was judge of rrol)utc. State Senator, and Congress-

man.

Another son, .Ial)ez, who attained tiic altitude of

six feet, was out in the meadow one day, when he

started for home. Instead of crossing tlie bridge, he

shortened liis route by wading through the river while

in profuse perspiration. The result was a speedy

termination, witii cholera morbus for an agent. In

the Greenfield Cemetery is this tribute to him :

" In memory of Mr. Jabez Hill,

Son of Capt. Ebenezer Hill,

who, after an excruciating sicliness

of four (lays, died August 2'>, 1807,

Aged 27 years, 1 muntli & I'J days.

"Another proof, Header, tliat life can be ensured by nought beneath

tlio sun. For those virtues wliicli serve to ornment and hajipify domestic

life in him concenter'd.

" His >i»ef{ilness extended its benign effects to all around and seemed

to demand for him protracted years. But suddenly cut uS amid pros-

pects bright of wealtli and woi ldly bliss, by virtue and honest industry

produced, he was consigned by the unrelenting hand of Death to an

early giave."

The posthumous daughter of Jabez Hill married

William, who is generally known as " Postmaster

Sherwood." He at one time went to England as

agent for the Jennings to secure the immense wealth

which is in that family-name. They are the owners

and occupants of this house, which was made of ex-

cellent material. Some of the rooms up-stairs and

down were wainscoted in the best manner, being free

from even a diminutive knot. The thumb-pieces to

the doors were after an extremely odd pattern. There

was a bullet-hole in the side of the building, but when
repairs were made in 1844 the mark of service was

removed. The house then lost its uniformity on low

roofs, and gained a conformity on being raised so that

the eaves were parallel. One of the first town clerks

in Fairfield was William Hill, who served to 1684.

No. 39. This house was built by Ezekiel Hull,

whose memory is at present associated with but few,

as nearly all of his contemporaries passed away years

ago. He lies in Greenfield. A stone thus inscribed

marks his resting-jjlace

:

" In Memory of

Capt. Ezekiel Hull,

who died Oct" T'li,

1S02,

Aged 70 years."

There are not a dozen alive who knew him, and his

house was found with difficulty.

John Philips was the next owner,—a zealous leader

in the Methodist Church. His first wife was the

grandmother of Tom Thumb. Mr. Philips sold to

Azariah Coggswell, who died there. His heirs sold to

John Brothwerl, who is the present owner and occu-

pant, and who posts a notice :
" This place is for

sale."

Ezekiel Hull had a son, Thomas, for whom he built

a house nearly opposite. One of his (Thomas')

daughters married Sanford, from Redding. They
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occupied it for a time, then sold it to Turner,

who disposed of it to Samuel Morehouse, who sold it

to another Samuel Morehouse (no relation to the

former one) ; he died here. His son, Abel Morehouse,

came into possession, and he also died there, leaving

one son, John Morehouse, the present owner and oc-

cupant.

No. 40. A house in Fairfield Woods known as Abel

Jennings' place was once a tavern. It is supposed it

was built by his father. From some records it is

known to have stood in the Revolutionary war. After

Abel Jennings, of whom Nelson Jennings bought

it, his sisters owned it. It met with various transfers,

and was under considerable mortgage when Christian

Richards purchased it. He is an intelligent German,

and has been the occupant thirty years.

No. 42. This " colonial" was erected by David Jen-

nings, in 1762. It fell to the heirs and passed out of

the family in 1832, when Turner purchased it.

He disposed of it to Thomas Merwin, who is the

owner and occupant.

No. 43. This is also Jennings' property. It was

built by Levi Jennings, between 1760 and 1770. It

descended to his son David, who died here. His

widoM', Mrs. Eliza Jennings, with her family, is the

present occupant. It was remodeled by her son,

Richard Jennings, in 1877. He states there has

never been a quarrel or a family feud in that house,

which fact is deserving of a place in history.

Much of this property in this section (" Jennings'

Woods," properly " Jennings' Farms") was owned by

Joshua Jennings, who settled in Fairfield in 1655.

From Joshua Jennings, who died in 1716, have

sprung the many Jennings who have done much to-

wards jjopulating Fairfield, extending commerce and

civilization, and enacting our laws.

Joshua Jennings and his wife, Mary, left seven sons

and two daughters. Some report the mai-riage of

Joshua in 1647 in Hartford, but it has not been fully

authenticated. Their numerous descendants are traced

down through the Probate and church records.

The house occupied by Burr Lyon, deceased, was

owned and occupied by Isaac Jennings, and was the

first house burnt by Tryon. Jennings' wife was sister

to Col. Abraham Gould, M'ho was killed while defend-

ing Ridgefield. Interesting records of the family were

obtained, through necessity, of each connecting with

Joshua, to secure his individual share of the immense

fortune reported to be left to his posterity in America.

In 1846 a preliminary meeting was held in South-

port, and steps taken for a general meeting, which was

held in Fairfield town-hall. A committee of five was

appointed,—William Sherwood, of Fairfield; David

Coley, of Westport; Gould Jennings, of Norvvalk;

, of Bridgeport ; and Augustus Jennings, of

Southport. The last named was secretary. They
were instructed to raise funds to investigate the

rumors by examining records in England as well as

in this country.

William Sherwood, Esq. (see No. 38), was intrusted

with the duty of proceeding to England, and with

the counsel of the Hon. David HoflTman, the United

States Minister, and others he obtained records from

the Tower of London, the British Museum, the Doc-

tors' Commons, and church records at Acton Place,

where the great millionaire, William Jennings, was

buried. He obtained a mass of information concern-

ing the English family, but did not show any connec-

tion to Joshua Jennings of 1656. The efforts made
here enabled the family to interest the different

branches, so that each were enabled to show their

connection with one of the seven sons of the first

Joshua. These records are preserved, with those ob-

tained from England, by Judge William Sherwood.

Many of the descendants of Joshua are occupying the

land set to him when the long lots were laid out.

Green's Farms, which was formerly Fairfield West

Parish, is composed largelj^ of people of that name

;

still, there is a large number of them in the township

of Fairfield. There is not a burying-ground but has

its old freestone of a hundred years ago and the white

marble of to-day to the memory of a Jennings, among
whom were Deacon Moses Jennings (Congregation-

alist), who died in 1813, aged seventy-nine; Dr. Seth

Jennings, who died years ago
;
Capt. Abraham Gould

Jennings, who visited all ports and dealt in the East

India trade.

Deacon 0. B. Jennings and Capt. Isaac (member

of the Connecticut Legislature), of Fairfield, and Mr.

Augustus Jennings, of Southport, are three brothers

in the Japan paper-ware business. The late Capt. Jo.

Jennings, of Southport, and his sons were more or less

engaged in commercial business. One, however, M.

J. Fred Jennings, is a Southport druggist. The Jen-

nings name is associated with thrift and prosperity.

No. 43. In the family Bible in this house is the

record, " Daniel Willson was born July 26th, in ye

year 1747, and was married to Sarah Squier in ye year

1769," when this house was built. Their son David

was second owner.

David Willson, Jr., next in the genealogical line,

heired it. He dying, his sister, Eliza Willson, is the

owner and occupant. She is a lady of intelligence,

and her mind is replete with Revolutionary reminis-

cences. Her mother was but six and a half years old

when Fairfield was burnt, and the family escaped to

the hills for safety. They lost everything, but were

thankful that no one of their family was among the

missing. Their house was opposite the Burr Betts

place, in Fairfield, and was occupied later as a bel-

lows-factory. After the conflagration the Willsons

built farther back. Capt. Daniel Willson's, of Black

Rock, was raised in the forenoon, and this Daniel

Willson's in the afternoon, of the same day.

In this latter house may be found some rare old

books. Among them are to be seen Josephus, in four

volumes, printed by Shober & Loudon for John M.

Gibbons and Robert Hodge (MDCCLXXV.). On
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the fly-leaf is the autograph of "G. S. Silliman,

1775." The books were obtained at an auction held

for the disposal of Gen. Silliman's property.

No. 44. This property is located on Holland Hill.

A title was given by liobert Silliirum to Ebenczer

Silliman, Jan. 7, 1740.

" Daniel Silliman, the first of tlie name who settled

in Fairfield, was understood, in the traditions of the

family, to have been an emigrant from Holland."
" The Sillimans of Fairfield were settled from the be-

ginning upon an eminence about two miles from the

village of that name, and called—in consequence,

probably, of the reputed origin of Daniel Silliman

—

Holland Hill.""'

The first Daniel Silliman, who died in 1690, had

three sons,—Daniel, Thomas, and Robert. The
father, dying in 1690, left unincumbered an estate

amounting to two hundred and one jjounds. Thomas
died in 1692 ; his brothers were his administrators.

He apparently left no children. Daniel, Jr., died in

1697, leaving six children, of whom John was a mer-

chant and had a large estate. He married Ann Burr.

Robert married Sarah Hull, probably the grand-

daughter of Rev. John Jones. He (Robert) died in

1748, leaving three sous—Robert, Jr., Nathaniel, and

Ebenezer—and four daughters,—Ann, Sarah, Martha,

and Rebecca. Ebenezer married Abigail Sellick,

daughter of Abigail Sellick, in 1728. Their children

were Gold Sellick, born 1732
;
Ebenezer, born 1734

;

Amelia, 1736
;
Hezekiah, 1739

;
Jonathan, 1742 ; Abi-

gail, 1748
;
Deodate, 1749. He was called " Date."

The father of this family lies in Fairfield cemetery,

and his resting-place is marked by a freestone slab

containing this inscription

:

"In Memory of the Hon^e Ebenezer Silliman, Esq'. For many years

successively a member of the Council and one of the Judges of the Su-

periour Court, in the Colony of Connecticut. Distinguished with a clear

understanding, a sedate mind, and dignity of deportment, well versed ia

Jurisprudence, learned in the Law, and religiously \ipright, ho sustaiu'd

those high Teusts (and acted in otlier important Relations) with Honour
to himself, to his Family, and to his Country.

"And having served his generation, by the will of God fell asleep, in

the GStli Year of his age, on the ll* Ocf, 1775.
"

' I have said ye are gods, but ye shall die lilse men.' "

His wife's resting-place is thus marked

:

"In
Memory of Mrs.

Abigail Silliman,

Late Amiable Consort

of the Honourable

Ebenezer Silliman, Esq.

She died March IG a.d. 1772,

Aged Go Yeare one month, wanting one day.

How lov'd, how valu'd once avails thee not;

To whom related or by whom begot

:

A heap of dust alone remains of thee,

'Tis all thou art, and all the proud sh'll be."

This Ebenezer Silliman was a graduate of Yale

College in 1727. He was the proprietor of a large

landed estate, and an influential man in public aflairs.

In the Congregational Church records it is found that

Mr. Ebenezer Silliman was admitted a« member un-

der Rev. Josepli Webb, Dec. 24, 1727. At a meeting

held in Fairfield, "ye 5th Day of Jan'y, \.\). llH'i,

Ebenezer Silliman was chosen Scribe," when they

voted wlietlier a choice be made of "ye ReV' Mr.

Noali Hobart for ye head and pastor" of said church.

Later we find that "in 1768 Ebenezer Silliman and

Dr. John Allen were appointed a committee to take

an account of the church stock," showing that he

held a place in Church as well as in State. Of his

children. Gold Sellick was a graduate of Yale College

in 1752.

" At a cliurcli meeting, April 21, 1770

:

"Voted, 'I'liat McHsrs. Deodate Silliman-, Peter Hendrick,SiiniueI Sturgc*,

David Allen, I'etor Jennings, James I'enfield, Israel Bibbins, Jeremiah

Jennings, and any others of the church or society who arc skilled in

I)salmody, be desired to sit together in the gallerj' on the Lord's day and

lead tlio congregation in that part of divine worship, they to agree among

thcuiBelves as to the person who is to pitch the tnne."'t

Amelia's history is found on a tombstone in the

Fairfield cemetery

:

" This monument was erected by onlorof William Burr in commemora-

tion of his honored mother, Amelia, who lived tlie partner ami wiilow

of Ebenezer Burr, son of Samuel and Eli/.abetli Burr, late of Fairfield,

deceased. Also lived the partner and died tlie widow of Abel Gould, son

of Samuel Gould, late of Fairtield, deceased. AVas daughter of Ebene-

zer Silliman, Esq., late of Fairfield, deccised ; was born in New York,

173G, and died in the year 17'J4, aged 58 years."

This " colonial" passed from Ebenezer Silliman to

Joseph Noyes, a lawyer, known as " 'Squire Noyes,"

and stepson of Gen. Silliman's.

Mr. Noyes, in 1799, disposed of it to Daniel Wilson,

who transferred it to his mother, Sarah Wilson.

From her it came to a son, John S. Wilson, in 1803.

Distribution was made in 1870 from the estate of

John S. Wilson to William S. Wilson, who is the

present owner and occupant. J. A. Wilson, the son

of the latter, is principal of the Mill Plain graded

school,—a position he has successfully occupied three

years and has entered on his fourth.

The AVilsons, too, belong to Fairfield's early settlers,

as the tombstones testify. A few inscriptions are here

given

:

" Here lies Buried

tlie body of

Mrs. Sarah Willsoii,

Second wife of

Mr. Nathaniel AVillson,

and daughter of

Mr. Eobert Silliman.

who was born Fehiiani 17,

1728, and departed this

Life July 23, 17y5,

Aged 67 yeai-s 4 months

and 2G days."

" Here lyes Buried y

Body of SIi-s. >Iary

Willson, Wife to M'
Nathaniel Willson,

Jun', Who Peparteil this

life Oct*"- 10th, 1740, in yo

25tli Year of Her Age."

* From Fisher's Life of Benjamin Sillimau.

21
f From the Congregational Church Kecords, Fairfield, Conn.
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" In Memory of

Mr. Daniel AV'illson,

who was born August 6th,

1747 and departed this

Life Aug. 17, 1795,

aged 48 Years and

11 days.

Death is a debt to nature due.

Which I liave paid ; and so must you."

The age of this house is variously estimated at from

one hundred and twenty-five to two hundred years.

It is in good repair internally, and, with a good coat

of paint, would last several generations. The fasten-

ing to the door is a peculiar contrivance which the

descendants of the original owners would like to pos-

sess, as there is nothing like it in tlie country.

No. 45. This was built for Gen. Gold Sellick Silli-

man, who was born in 1732 and graduated from Yale

College in 1752. He married Martha Davenport in

1754. They united with the Prime Ancient Cliurch,

Fairfield, March 3, 1754, she having before been a

member of the church at East Haven. She died in

August, 1774, leaving one son, William, who was taken

prisoner (by the British) with his father in 1779. She

was buried with tlie Sillimans, and tliis is her inscrijj-

tion

:

" Here lies buried the Body

of M''s Martha Silliman,

Wife of G. Seleck Silliman,

Esq', who died August first,

1774, aged 4 1 years 1 mon. & 23 D.

Sweet Soul, we leave thee to thy Kest

;

Enjoy tliy Jesus and thy God,

Till we, from Bands of Clay releast.

Spring out & Climb the Shining Road,

While the dear Dust she leaves behind

Sleeps in thy Bosom, Sacred Grave.

Or docs she seek, or has she found her Babe,

Amongst the Infant Nation of the blest.

And claspt it to her Sooul to Satiate there

The Young maternal Love. Thrice happy child.

That saw the Light & turned its Eyes aside

From our dim Regions to the Eternal Sun

And led the Parents' Way to Glory.

—

Watts."

Gen. Gold S. Silliman married, for his second wife,

in 1775, Mrs. Mary Noyes, widow of Eev. John

Noyes, of New Haven, and daughter of Rev. Josei^h

Fish, of Stonington, Conn. She. had three sons

by her first marriage,—Joseph, John, and James.

Joseph was owner or occupant of "colonial" No.

44. John graduated at Yale College in September,

1779 ; was licensed as a preaclier, October, 1783 ; was

ordained to the work of tlie ministry and installed

as pastor over the church in Norfield, then a parish

of Fairfield, May 31, 1786. He continued his public

ministrations till March, 1806, when his health failed

him, so that he was unable to perform the duties of

his ministry
;

and, seeing no prospect of speedy

restoration after a lapse of more than a year, he took

a dismission from his pastoral relation May 26, 1807.

With much weakness he resumed pulpit labor Sept.

4, 1808. For many years he was employed in vacant

societies within the county. He supplied his former

charge a part of the time. At length he engaged for

them without intermission from year to year, and
continued so to do for about fourteen years, and then

proposed to the people that they should look out for

a young man to settle with them, which they did.

He continued to preach occasionally for ministers

and vacant congregations, but never moved his resi-

dence.*

In August, 1790, Daniel Osborn was chosen deacon

in room of Gold Sellick Silliman, deceased. After he

graduated from college he engaged a short time in

business, and then studied law and "became a suc-

cessful practitioner at the bar, as is indicated by his

holding the office of prosecuting attorney for the

county. He had interested himself in military affairs,

and at the outbreak of the Revolutionary struggle was

a colonel of cavalry in the local militia. But during

the most of the war he held the rank of brigadier-

general, and was charged with superintending the de-

fense of the southwestern frontier of Connecticut,

which, on account of the long occupation of the city

of New York and Westchester County, as well as

Long Island, by the British, was a post requiring

much vigilance and efficiency. He took the field at

the head of a regiment early in 1776, was in the battle

on Long Island, and both in that retreat and on the

retreat of the American forces from the city of New
York his command was placed as the rear-guard. He
bore a perilous and honorable part in the battle of

White Plains, and on this, as on several other occa-

sions, narrowly escaped the balls of the enemy.

While serving in the camp of Washington, Gen. Sil-

liman enjoyed his confidence. Gen. Silliman descried

the British fleet when approaching to land the troops

for the destruction of the military stores at Danbury

in 1777, and, rapidly collecting the militia, he, in

connection with Gens. Arnold and Wooster, inter-

posed a resistance to their pi-ogress, sustaining the at-

tack of superior numbers in the conflict at Ridgefield

and harassing the enemy on their way back to their

vessels. The estimate that was put upon the value of

his services is attested by the enterprise undertaken

by the British in conjunction with the Tories, which

resulted in his being detained in captivity for nearly

a year."

The Silliman biographer quotes the account of the

capture, as taken from some of the family papers,

thus :

"My father's vigilance made him obnoxious to the Tories, and he was

so much an obstacle in the way of British incursions that it became an

important object to make him prisoner, especially as the British in New
York were, as it now appears, about to devastate tlie coast of New England,

plundering and burning their towns and destroying their resources; and

as Connecticut, on account of its strenuous opposition to British aggres-

sion on the rights of the colonies, was, in their view, peculiarly worthy

of chastisement, it was determined to make this hated colony the first

object of their resentment.

" A secret boat-expedition was sent by Sir Henry Clinton from New

York, manned chiefly by Tories. Tliis craft was a whale-boat ; the crew

were nine in number, and only two of them were foreigners. They en-

* From letters, chiefly of a moral and religious nature, to friends of

various conditions, by Kev. John Noyes {1E44;\
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tered Black Bock Harbor, at FairfleW^-drew up their boat into tlie sedge,

and, leaving one of their number as a guard, the remaining oiglit pro-

ceeded across tlie liills, two miles, to my father's Ilouho, wliicli at the

midnight hour was all quiet, and the family asleep.

" On May 1, 1779, between twelve and one o'clock a.m., the honse was

violently assaulted by large heavy stones banging against both doors

with oaths, imprecations, and threats. My father, being awaked from

a sound sleep, seized two loaded guns standing at his bedside, ruslied to

the front windows, and, by the light of the moon, seeing armed men on

the stoop or portico, he thrust the muzzle of a n»usket through a pane

of glass and pulled the trigger ; but there was only a flash in the pan,

and the gun did not go off. Percussion-caps were then unknown, and

muskets were fired by flint and steel. Instantly the windows were

dashed in, and the ruflians were upon him. Tlie doors were opened, and

he became their prisoner. William, his son, although ill with ague and

fever, was aroused from his bed, and became also their captive. Tliese

rude men, bearing guns with fixed bayonets, followed nty fatlicr into the

bedroom, a terrific sight to his wife, she being in bed with her little son.

Gold Sellick (Jr.), not yet eighteen months old, lying upon her arm.

The invaders were soothed by my father, as if they were gentlemen

soldiers, and were desired to withdraw from the presence of his wife.

They sulkily complied, and my father, by tossing my mother's dress over

a basket containing the sacramental silver (to be used that day) of the

church, of which be was deacon, thus concealed from them what would

have been a rich prize. He also secured some valuable papers before he,

with his son, was hurried off to the boat, leaving my mother disconsolate

and almost alone."

In the mean time she retired to the house of Mr.

Eliakim Beach, at Nortli Stratford, now Trumbull,

seven or eight miles distant, where "Benjamin Silli-

man, the most eminent ofAmerican teachers of natural

science, was born." In later years, while speaking of

his mother, he says: "Her cheerful courage contrib-

uted to sustain her ; and I ought to be grateful to my
noble mother and to my gracious God that the mid-

night surprise, the horror of ruffians armed for aggres-

sion, and the loss of her husband, as perhaps she

might fear, by the hands of assassins, had not pre-

vented my life or entailed upon it physical, mental,

or moral infirmities."

Gen. Silliman died in 1790, ten years after the

family reunion. This bereavement brought upon his

wife much trouble. She was obliged to decide how
her sons were to be educated ; the eldest was not

quite thirteen, and the other not quite eleven. There

was considerable property in land, farming-imple-

ments, carts, carriages, horses, cows, oxen, sheep, and

swine, but there was no income without labor. There

Avere some slaves,—some by purchase and some by

descent,—about a dozen in number. The slave-

mothers served in the kitchen and the laundry ; the

boys and girls were waiters. The principal slave was

an able man with a master, but without was bold and

impudent; his wife was kind and faithful.

Gen. Silliman would have been much better off

with his legal business alone than with the horde of

servants, who consumed the products of the farm and

were, in general, triflers, and some of them dishonest.

His resting-place (in Fairfield's illustrious ground) is

marked by a freestone slab

:

"Gold Sellick Silliman, Esq., attorney-at-law, justice of the peace, and

during the late war Colonel of Horse and Brigadier-General of militia,

died July 21", 1790, aged 58 years, having discharged these and other

public offices with reputation and dignity, and iu private life shone the

afi'ectionate husband, tender parent, exemplary Christian, and man of

fervent piety."

Mr. Benjamin Silliman was reared in Fairfield.

After a year's absence his father, mother, and two

children were reunited in their home (on Holland

Hill), where he prepared to enter Yale College, which

he did in 1792, the youngest of his cla.ss, save one

aged thirteen. He graduated in 1790. In 1798 he

resumed his residence in New Haven, and engaged in

the study of the law. In 1799 he was appointed a

tutor in Yale College. In the same year he entered

upon the duties of that office, and remained in the

instruction and government of the institution until

1853, when he fully resigned, having made an over-

ture for a resignation in 1850, which was not accepted.

He gave, by invitation of the corporation and faculty

of the college, lectures on chemistry, mineralogy, and

geology till 1855.

A freestone slab in the Fairfield old burying-ground

contains an epitaph which gives his and his brother's

history

:

" In memory of

Gold Sellick Silliman, Esq.,

who died in Brooklyn, N. Y.,

June .'i, 18GS, in his 91" year,

and of

Benjamin Silliman, LL.D., more than 50 years profess ir of Natural

Science in Yale College, who died in New Haven, Conn.,

Nov. 24ti>, 1804,

in the SO"" year of his age.

"Their remains are interred in the places of their decease. Eminent
for honor, generosity, affection, patriotism, intellectual culture, and
Christian principle, tliey were bound together through life by the strong-

est of fraternal ties.

" They were sons of Gen. Gold Sellick Silliman, who died 1790, and
grandsons of the Honorable Ebenezer Silliman, deceased in 1775, son of

Robert Silliman, deceased in 1748, and grandson of Daniel Silliman, de-

ceased In 1C90. All of Fairfield.

" The children add this to the records of their ancestors, .\.d. 1877."

After Gen. Silliman's death an auction was held,

from which many relics are in various families of

Fairfield to-day. The family Bible, even, was owned
by Mr. Israel Bibbins, but was afterwards restored to

the family at the request of one of the Silliman de-

scendants.

Mrs. Mary (Noyes) Silliman married, in 1804, Dr.

John Dickinson, of Middletown, which became her

home. She died July 2, 1818, in her eighty-third

year. Her son Benjamin, in speaking of her, says:

" She was a heroic woman, and encountered with firmness the trials

and terrors of the American Revolution, in which my father wa« largely

concerned. She did not lose her self-control when, three months before

my birth, the lamse was assailed by an armed banditti at the midnight
hour, the windows demolished, and niy father and elder half-brother

were torn away from her, and my father detained for a year at Flatbusli,

1. 1., as a ptisoner of war. Blessed Mother! In her widowhood, after

my father's death, in 1790, she struggled on in embarrassed circum-
stances, and gave my brother and myself a pnl lie education, forming our
minds at home to purity and piety. Whatever I have of good in me I

owe, imder God, mainly to her, and I look with mingled reverence and
delight at her lovely picture which smiles upon nie still."-*

The property passed out of the Silliman name not

far from the beginning of the present century.

Nathan Hayes was the second owner. Then it

came into possession of James Penfield (who lived

* Fisher's Life of Benjamin Silliman, vol. i. p. 2T5.
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and died there), a man of much respectability in

Fairfield, judging from the records and tombstones.

The next owner was Lydia Penfield, Avho sold it to

Lewis Penfield, of Bridgeport, who repaired it. He
disposed of it ,to Bradley Nichols, of Nichols' Farms,

who now occupies it.

It has been repaired and newly covered, yet it is

a historic dwelling and in an excellent condition.

The school-house stands near, wdiere the Sillimaus

attended school, and tradition was teaching the pub-

lic that this was the identical school-house of a hun-

dred years ago, but the inhabitants who gathered

their lore from the desk against the three sides of the

house, and the plank benches held by four sticks

spreading at their contact with tlie floor, state that

this is another structure, erected in 1835 on the orig-

inal site.

No. 46 is a "colonial" built by a Uriah More-

house in 1773-75. It fell to John Morehouse in

1827, and to Uriah Hill Morehouse in 1836. The
present owner is John Gould Morehouse, whose

claim was valid in 1844. His wife (Mrs. J. G.

Morehouse) was born in " colonial" No. 44.

The first settler bearing this name was Thomas
Morehouse, Avho was located in Wethersfield in 1640,

and joined the colony at Fairfield in 1653, when he

purchased a tide-mill of Henry Jackson, together

Avith the privileges granted to said Jackson by the

town in 1648.

It appears that Thomas Morehouse was deputy at

the General Court at Hartford at the autumn session

of 1653. He died in 1658. In his will (on the Pro-

bate records in Fairfield) he names four sons and sev-

eral daughters. These sons are the heads of the

various lines of Morehouses through the country.

They were Samuel, Thomas, John, and Jonathan.

Samuel was lieutenant and county marshal from

1675 to 1687. He was the ancestor of the More-

houses now living in the town of Fairfield. His sons

were Samuel, Thomas, John, Daniel, and James.

John, the son of the first Thomas, was ensign in

the company of soldiers raised in Fairfield County in

1676 for the campaign against the Indians that year,

and afterwards removed to Southampton, L. I. Of the

next generation, Ephraim and James settled in Litch-

field Co., Conn.

John Morehouse, of the fourth generation, had two

sons, who survived him,—Uriah, born in 1740, and

William, born in 1749. Uriah had one son, John,

who was commissioned ensign in 1813, and captain in

1814, of a company of volunteers organized for local

defense. William's sons were Deacon William (father

of Stephen Morehouse), William B., late of Green-

field, and Mayor John B.

Of the many descendants, Gould went to Saratoga

and died there ; another was judge of the Supreme

Court in New York.

The sea-wall and the breakwater at Black Rock were

in progress in 1837-40, having for contractors Jona- '

than Scranton, Madison,John G., and Uriah L. More-
house, of Fairfield. Thii public work, near the
dwelling-house, was built by Webb and Beach Downes,
of Monroe. It was continued in 1847 by John G.
Morehouse as contractor, under the general superin-

tendence of Capt. William H. Swift, United States

engineer, and finished in 1849.

The oldest gravestone in the Fairfield grounds yet

discovered is, from its date and initials,
—" S. M.

1687,"—supposed, from its location, to be Samuel
Morehouse. The people of that family-name are

numerous and of stability both in Church and State

affairs.

No. 47. This "colonial," in Southport, stands nearly

opposite Mr. Oliver Bulkeley's mansion, and was built

a long time before the Revolution. The information

giyen in regard to it is that it originally belonged to

James Bulkeley, son of Peter and Hannah (Ward)
Bulkeley. He was born Aug. 3, 1729, and married

Elizabeth Whitehead, Jan. 16, 1738. The next owner
remembered was Harrow, who died here. Some of

his family history is given on his tombstone, which is

near the gate in the old (Fairfield) cemetery:

" This stone was erected by Capt. Eleazer Bulkeley to the memory of

his father, Mr. James Bulkeley, who died Feb. 3, 1803, aged 73, and Mrs.

Elizabeth, his mother, who died June 27, 1S''9, aged 71. Likewise to his

sister Mary, who died 1779, aged 22 years, and to liis brother Andrew,

who died 1788, aged 14. Also to Brother Moses, who died 179G, aged 21),

and his brother James, wlio died at Norfollt, in Virginia, Sept. 13, 1803,

aged 37."

The second Mary in this family—the first died

young (the eldest and youngest of the eleven children

were called Mary)—married Capt. Joab Squire. They
removed to Ohio in 1817. They exchanged this " colo-

nial" for a place near the shore with Benjamin Har-

row, who died in this house, leaving three daughters,

one of whom married Levi Downes, who disposed of

it to Joseph Furniss, present owner and occupant.

No. 48. The house now occupied by Charles Rock-

well was the old farm-house kept by John and after-

wards by his son Howes Osborn, who married Mary
Bulkeley, daughter of Peter and Hannah Ward
Bulkeley. The old stage-route was past their door,

and in the rear of Edward's house. Gen. Wash-
ington was entertained there with others, as it was

considered as a public inn.

A deed conveying a portion of said estate to John
Osborn is dated on the first day of August, in the

eighth year of the reign of our sovereign lord George

the Second of Great Britain and King, Annoque
Domini 1734. Signed, John Norris

;
signed, sealed,

and delivered in presence of Lothrop Lewis, Andrew
Burr.

A deed from Job Bartram to Howes Osborn con-

veying a certain negro woman, named Time, for fifty

pounds, about thirty-five years old, is dated April,

1778, and witnessed by Moses Jennings, Elipha't Bar-

tram, Jr.

A deed from Ebenezer Wakeman, Jr., to Howes
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Osborn, conveying a negro man, Fortin, for fifty

pounds, is dated in Fairfield, Jan. 26, 1782.

Mr. Howes Osborn died in 1807, aged eighty-five,

and his wife in 1812, aged eighty-one.

No. 49. There is an old building on the premises

of Mrs. Brown, known as the Powder-House.

This stood on Jennings' property. The colony used

this structure, made of stone, for a magazine. Here

at one time a worthless fellow, for some misconduct,

was imprisoned. Owing to a stroke of wit, how-

ever, his incarceration was short, as he drew his knife

across a stone to produce a spark, which, in case it

came in contact with the powder, would produce an

explosion. As he continued the attempt he exclaimed,
" Free toleration, or no toleration ! Free toleration, or

no toleration !" The officers, valuing the powder more

than his head, permitted him to go free.

No. 50. It is not known who built this house.

Capt. William Bulkeley, born in 1741, died in 1787,

owned it and the store opposite. He disposed of it to

Capt. Joshua Jennings, who sold it and went West.

Wakeman B. Meeker was the purchaser; he subse-

quently died on these premises, and his estate has

never been settled. His son carried on the store and

shipping business for years under the name of W. B.

Meeker & Son.

No. 51. This house, between Greenfield and South-

port, was used as a tavern in Revolutionary times.

In later years it was owned by Timothy Bulkeley,

born in 1787; he remodeled and repaired it. After

his death his widow disposed of it to Elijah Gray, the

present owner. His son, Charles H. Gray, is one of the

contributing editors to the Southport Times.

The reader will perceive that very little of this

matter can be gatliered from Probate records, or from

books in general, as this has heretofore been unwritten

history. The data have been carefully collected and

compared. In many instances none could be given,

and the only authenticity was from the circumstances

connected with the subject in question.

For information concerning the " colonial houses"

credit is due Miss Hannah Hobart, Miss Eliza Hull,

Mr. Henry Rowland, Mrs. Jane Kippen, Miss R. S.

Carew, Mrs. Isaac Milbank, Mr. A. R. T. Nichols,

Mr. Henry Bradley, Mr. Samuel Wilson (the gun-

smith), Mr. John G. Morehouse, Mr. T. Minot Banks,

Mrs. Elizabeth Meggs, Mrs. Abigail Sturges, Mr. Oliver

H. Perry, Mr. Winthrop H. Perry, Capt. Julius Pike,

Mr. David Beers, Mr. J. Frederic Jennings, Mr. Au-
gustus Jennings, Mr. Ebenezer Burr, Mrs. Ebenezer

Burr, Mr. Daniel Maloney, and the various people on
the colonial premises.

Manuscripts were also kindly furnished by Mr.

Henry Rowland, Mr. A. R. T. Nichols (who also
[

loaned the " Musings of Memory," written by Uriah

Bulkeley in his eighty-seventh year), and Mr. J. G.

Morehouse. Extracts are given from " Noyes' Let-

ters," "Life of Benjamin Silliman," Bulkeley Gene-

alogy, Barber's " Collections," Nash Genealogy, Bun-

Genealogy, and the Republican Standard for the past

thirty years.

CHAPTER XXXI.

FAIBFIELD (Continued).

SPECIAL nOUSES.«

1. Tlie Home of the Late Hon. John Gould.—"This

family was connected with the earliest settlement of

the State. By these first settlers for three generations

the name was spelled Clold, but for some reason por-

tions of the family have changed to Gould ; yet most

of tliose holding that name have no connection with

the Golds.

"Maj. Nathan Gold married Martha, wi<low of

Edward Harvey. They had one son, and daughters

Sarah, who married .lolin Tliompson
;
Deborah, who

married George Clark; Abigail, who married Jona-

than Sellick.

"Maj. Nathan Gold removed from St. Edmonds-

bury, in South Britain, to Fairfield, Conn., in the

reign of Charles II., and was one of the first settlers

of the town. He was a wealthy and educated gentle-

man, and is often mentioned in Smith's 'History of

New York.'
" In the first volume of the town records of Fair-

field we find him a landholder in 1649, and in 1653 a

purchaser of fifteen separate pieces of land, some of

which remains in possession of his descendants to

this day. He was one of the petitioners (nineteen in

number) named in the charter of Connecticut, dated

April 12, in the fourteenth year of the reign of Charles

II., which petition was signed by no gentleman unless

he had sustained a high reputation in England before

he came to New England. He was an assistant or

member of the council from 1657 to 1694, and ' de-

parted this life into the mantions of Rest upon the

day of Rest, on Saboth, it being the 4th day of March,

1693-94.' Inventory of his estate, £400 3s. 6rf."t

There is a gun in the possession of T. S. Gold, of

Cornwall, Avhich is said to have been brought by this

Nathan Gold from England.

There are " two sermons occasioned by the death of

Maj. Nathan Gold, one of the pious and worthy

magistrates of Connecticut Colony, who deceased at

his own house in Fairfield, the fourth of ^larch,

169!{." These sermons are in the handwriting of Rev.

Josei^h Webb, minister of the Congregatiinial Church

in Fairfield in 1700, and one of the founders of Yale

College. The'jnanuscript was presented to Mrs.

Elizabeth Gould, by the Rev. William A.Johnson, of

Salisbury, Conn., Aug. 5, 1879. His body, in all

probability, is interred in Fairfield's illustrious bury-

* ContrUmtwI liy Jti-s. Kate K. Perry.

t From Histoiy of (.'onnvall, by T. S. Gold.
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ing-ground, but at that date it was impracticable to

furnisli tombstones.

Along the salt meadows of Connecticut stone is

scarce, and probably there was neither time to be

spent in search of suitable stone, nor engravers to cut

the inscription, nor means of conveyance. His son,

Nathan Gold, Jr., married Hannah, born in Hartford,

Dec. 8, 1663, daughter of Lieut.-Col. John Talcott

and Helena Wakeman. He died Oct. 3, 1723. A low

plain stone contains this simple inscription

:

" Here lies the Body of

the Honorable Nathan Gold,

Esqr, Lievt.-Governor in

His Majesties Colony of

Conneclicut, Dec* Ocf
tlie 3d 1 7 2 3

iEtatis Sua! CO."

In the list of town clerks jDrepared by Daniel Ma-
loney is this statement

:

" Nathan Gold, chosen 10S4, served to 170G,—twenty-two years. He
was town clerk and deputy governor, with Peter Burr for assistant;

served from 170G to 1724, a period of eighteen yeara."

He was also chief justice of the Supreme Court in

1712.

On the church (Congregational) record is found:

"The first volume extant; the earlier records, both of the church and

town, are lost, carried to Virginia by Mr. Ludlow in 1654.* This state-

ment was generally believed, but, the earliest town record being found

in Fairfield, it is believed the early church records were burnt."

This volume was rebound in May, 1868. On the

old cover wa.s the following inscription

:

" This Booke of Records belongs to the church of Christ in Faii-field,

of wliicli I am Pastor.

—

Joseph Webb. Bought in the year 1704; cost

Cs. iu money, paid for by the church."

In this record is the following :
" Mrs. Sarah Gold,

wife of the worshipfull Cai^t. Gold, admitted Feb'y

10th lyffs/' which for people of to-day is interpreted

1705, Old Style. She was second wife of Nathan
Gold, Jr. She died Oct. 17, 1711.

Another item from same record

:

"Jenny, negro girl belonging to the Honorable Nathan Gold, Esq.,

D: G: bapt. June 9th, 1717."

The slaves were baptized and admitted into the

church, married, and were recorded right along with

the rest. Their names and their families also are on

the town record.

The children of Nathan Gold, Jr., wei-e : Abigail,

born 1687, married Rev. Thomas Hawley of Ridge-

field; John; Nathan; Samuel; Joseph; Rev. Hez-

ekiah, born 1694, married Mary, daughter of Rev.

Mr. Ruggles, of Guildford, (they had thirteen chil-

dren); Onesimus, had a daughter Rebecca, who mar-

ried Ephraim Nichols (see "Colonial," 18), of Revo-

lutionary note ; David ; and Martha.

As Samuel inherited the premises under descrip-

tion (No. 1, "Specials"), his family is here given: He
married Esther Bradley. Their children were David,

born in 1717; Esther, 1719; Abigail, 1724; Abell,

* See Trumbull's History of Connecticut,

1727-1769; Col. Abraham, 1732-1777, who inherited

the Gould homestead. He married Elizabeth, daugh-

ter of Capt. John Burr (she died 1815, aged eighty-

four), and had children : Abigail, born 1754, married

Isaac Jennings (whose home is now Capt. Isaac Jen-

nings') in 1770; Hezekiah, born 1756, who in 1789

was walking on a plank from the wharf to the vessel

in New York ; the end of the plank dropping off from

the vessel, he struck his breast and was drowned.

Anna, who married Silliman
;
Abraham, born

in 1766 ;
Jason, 1771 ; John B., died at sea in 1781

;

Daniel, died at sea off the coast of France in 1796
;

Elizabeth, married Curtiss, of Newtown ; Sarah
;

Deborah, married Osborne, died 1785.

Col. Abraham Gold was killed on his horse by the

British at Ridgefield in 1777, and his body was

brought on horseback to Fairfield for burial.

The homestead was inherited by Jason, who changed

his name to Gould. His interest in the family is

shown by the stone set up to his father and family

:

" A. G.

This stone is erected by

Jason Gould

in memory of his honored Father,

Col. Abraham Gould,

Vi'ho fell in defense of his Country at Eidgefield, April 27th, 1777,

aged 44 years

;

and of his deceased brother,

John Burr Gould,

who died at sea, 1781, aged 20

;

and of

Hezekiah Gould,

who was drowned at New York,

Oct. 20th, 1789, aged 30

;

and of

Daniel Gould,

who was drowned off the coast of

France, Dec. 28, 1790, aged 20."

The sword used by Col. Abraham Gold is in the

possession of his great-grandson, Abraham Gold Jen-

nings, who resides in Brooklyn, N. Y., and his sash

and coat were deposited in the Trumbull Gallery at

New Haven. The sword is straight, silver-mounted,

three-cornered, and at his death was found stained

with the enemy's blood.

Jason had a son John, born in 1801, who possessed

the ancestral acres, and died in 1871.

Hon. John Gould held many positions of public

trust ; was member of the House of Representatives

from Fairfield for several sessions, and member of the

State Senate from the Tenth District in 1847 ; rail-

road commissioner from 1854 to 1861 ; in 1864 ap-

pointed United States marshal for Connecticut by

President Lincoln, and held the office for four years.

His widow, Mary Wakeman Thorp, daughter of Capt.

Walter Thorp, died in 1879. His daughters own and

occupy the homestead.

At his death being announced the world did him

honor in various ways. One obituary reads

:

" The Hon. Johu Gould died of apoplexy at his residence in Fairfield,

Sept. 5, 1871, aged seventy years. Capt. Gould has been for many years

one of our most prominent and useful citizens. He has been intrusted

by his fellow-townsmen with many important offices of trust, which he
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always filled with integrity and fidelity. ... A contemporary says of

liini: 'Capt. Gould was a natural gentleman, always dignified and cour-

teous in his manners, and kindly in Ids deportment towards every one.

By his industry and entoiT)rise in early life lie aciiiiirod a reasonable

competence; so that, apart from liis public ihitics, lie led a life of com-

parative ease at his fine residerice in Fairfield. Ho was a man of most

estimable private character and a member of tlio Congregational Church

in his native town.

"*nisdeatli is lamented by his numerous friends in all parts of the

State, and to his family, who were tendei'Iy attaclied to him, the loss is

irreparable.' . . .

" It will be long before Fairfield can boast a finer gentleman, a Idnder

friend, a more useful citizen, and a more upright man tlian her departed

son, John Gould."

At a meeting of the Connecticut National Bank,

Capt. Jonathan Godfrey, of Southport, pronounced

this eulogy

:

"Capt. John Gould was a man whoso whole public life had challenged

the admiration of the people of tlie State. In whatever station lie was

called to, his conduct evinced the strongest evidence of sound judgment

and unflinching fidelity, and whenever in the Assembly or Senate of tlie

State his action commanded the fullest reliance, his opinions and counsel

were largely sought and confided in. As general railroad commissioner

his supervision gave confidence to those who traveled on the roads of the

State. When President Lincoln appointed him United States nuirslial

for this State, the bench and the bar hailed his appointment with ac-

claimed approval. Through years of friendship he was never known to

utter an unkind word of an.v one nor to any one, and his home character

was the same as abroad. No matter what the provocation, his noble

manhood seemed to rise above it; His genial and pleasant nature always

triumphed. It has been well and truly said, ' John Gould was one of

Nature's noblemen.' Of commanding person and graceful carriage, he

won the beholder at sight, creating impressions the most favorable."

Eesolutions were passed acknowledging the traits

set forth above, with expressions of sympathy, and

passed to his family.

Among the many resolutions of various institutions,

the board of directors of the Connecticut National

Bank, at Bridgeport, met at their banking-house in

Bridgeport, Sept. 8, 1871, and passed the following

:

" Eesoliied, That the death of Mr. Gould, who was for nearly a quarter

of a century a member of this board, is regarded by us as an irreparable

loss to our institution and to the membere individuall.v ; that he was in

his personal endowments and graceful and courteous manners, as in the

clearness of his understanding, the manliness of his sensibilities, and

his integrity of character, a worthy representative of an old colonial

family, a true New England gentleman, who adorned the society in

which he lived. . . .

" Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to both the

daily papere of this city for publication, and that they also be plac(!d

upon the records of this bank."

Capt. John Gould, his wife, Mary Wakeman Thorp,

with other members of the family, lie in Fairfield

East burying-ground.

There have been four houses on their homestead.

The first was burnt by the British ; this was once the

home of Governor Ludlow. The second was a tem-

porary house, which was improvised out of a corn-

house till they could have a better one. The third

was removed about 1840 to give place to the last,

which is a stately mansion on a rise of ground which

gives a commanding appearance and dignity to the

estate. The lofty trees, extensive lawns, and the

house, with its large Corinthian pillars, constitute a

charming country residence.

The families of Goulds and Thorps so intermarried

that Capt. Gould's daughters state truthfully, in say-

ing: "My father lost his father; my mother lo.st her

mother; then, in due time, my mother's father mar-

ried my father's mother, and the father's daughter

married the mother's son."

Here is a museum of curiosities, many of which

were purchased in foreign j)arts by their grandfather,

Capt. Walter Thorp. Among tiiem are elegant china,

decanters and wine-glasses, antique yet hand.some,

also articles made of tortoise-shell, spectacles, frame

and bows, snuff-box, and other things made to order

from the shell he furnished. Many of the articles are

one hundred years old, others older. Here are the

family pictures, portraits, silhouettes, etc. A domestic

asked a member of the family if one of the ancestors

was colored, as she saw a black picture (silhouette)

among the group.

Among the curiosities is a pair of scales for weigh-

ing money, which seemed essential in the days when

our captains traded at all ports and we had no estab-

lished currency of our own. A paper accompanies,

with a table of coins and this statement

:

"One Ounce of Gold is worth Five Pounds One Shilling and Four

Pence, Lawful Money; and an Ounce of Silver, Si.\ Shillings and Eight

Pence. One Pennyweiglit of Gold is wortli Five Sliilliugs and Three

Farthings; A Pennyweight of Silver, Four Pence. One Grain of Gold

is worth Two Pence Half-penny. 24 Grains make 1 Penny weight ; 20

Pennyweights 1 Ounce; 12 Ounces 1 Pound.

"The Customary Slethod of receiving Gold in Payments is to take any

of the above Pieces for the Value exiuessed in this Table, provided they

fall short Two Grains only ; but if a greater Nundierof Grains than Two

are wanting, then every Grain short of full Weight is to be allowed for

at the Eate of Two Pence Half-penny, Lawful Moiu'y, each Grain.

" The coins are Crowns, Half-Crowns, Shilling, Six-pence, Spanish

Dollar, Half Dollar, Quarter of a Dollar, Five Moidore Piece, Double Jo-

hannes, Doubloon, a Two-and-a-half Moidore, Single Johannes, Two Pis-

tole Piece, Moidore, A guinea, Half Johannes, a Pistole, Half Moidore,

Half Guinea, Quarter of a Johannes, Three English Farthings, and Eng-

lish Half-pence, in greater or less number, in Proportion."

On the back of one of the rates of coins ado]pted

by the Chamber of Commerce, Aug. 7, 1770, the rates

of stages from New York to Philadelphia are given

:

"The Flying Machine, kept by John Mercereau, at the New-Blazing-

Star Ferry, near New York, sets off (during the summer seas.in') from

Powles-Hook for Philadelphia every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday

Mornings. From the firet of November to the firet of May it performs

the journey only twice a week, and sets out on Mondays and Thursdays.

The Waggons in Philadelphia set out from the House of Jlr. Joscjih Van-

degrist the same mornings. As the Stages set oft" early in the morning

from Powles-Hook, Passengers would do well to crots the Ferry the

Evening before. The Price for each Passenger is 20s. Proc. and Goods

as usual."

Probably the people of 1770 never once thought

that in 1870 a passenger could leave Fairfield at 7.20

A.M. and arrive in Philadelphia at 4 P.Jf. after having

spent a couple of hours in New York. A knowledge

of the rates of money and of travel was necessary to

traveling and commercial men.

In 1786 se^'eral of the descendants of Nathan Gk)ld

removed from Fairfield to Delaware Co., N. Y., some
retaining the Gold, others changing to Gould. A
large colony cut their way through the forests to the

sources of the Delaware over the Catskill Mountains.

Abraham Gold was a prominent man in the town
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of Roxbury, N. Y. His oldest son, John Burr, was

also a prominent man, and quite a hero in the Anti-

Rent war of 1846. The Fairfield colony settled on

leased land
;
rent, twelve and a half cents per acre.

Abraham Gold had six sons and four daughters.

Jay Gould, the New York banker, is one of his grand-

sons. Another was Daniel Gold, who studied law in

Delhi, was clerk in the New York Legislature, and

afterwards appointed chief clerk of the House of

Representatives at Washington, D. C.

The Rev. Hezekiah Gold, of Stratford, graduated

at Harvard and labored in his native town more than

thirty years.

Rev. Hezekiah Gold, of Cornwall, married Abigail

Sherwood, of Fairfield, for his second wife. He was

a farmer as well as minister, and it is reported " that

he could lay more green rail-fence in a day than any

of his parishioners." His eldest son, Thomas, gradu-

ated at Yale, and was a laM'yer at Pittsfield, Mass.

;

he acquired wealth and held an honorable position.

His residence was the finest in the village. Here

stood the old clock on the stairs, the subject of a

poem written by H. W. Longfellow, a grandson-in-

law of Mr. Gold.

Hon. Thomas R. Gold graduated from Yale in 1786

;

he stood at the head of the bar in Central New York.

For about twenty years he represented New York in

the Congress of the United States. He contributed

largely to the North American Review.

Dr. Samuel W. Gold graduated at Williams Col-

lege in 1814, and studied at Yale, where he in 1834

received the honorary degree of M.D. He practiced

medicine from thirty to thirty-five years, and then re-

turned to Cornwall and with his son, T. S. Gold, es-

tablished Cream Hill Agricultural School, which was

a success twenty-four years. He was State senator in

1847 and 1859, and Presidential elector in 1857.

T. S. Gold graduated at Yale in 1838, established

the agricultural school with his father in 1845, and

taught twenty-four years. He was chosen secretary

of the State Board of Agriculture at its organization,

in 1866.

Considering the whole family, Maj. Nathan Gold

and his descendants, it is seen that from Fairfield

have emanated a distinguished and honorable family,

who have been devoted largely to public service, and

have preserved an unsullied reputation.

Ellen Burr Gould married a Continental officer ; she

was twenty-eight, he seventy-three. He dying, she

married another much older than herself, and, he dy-

ing, married another; so she had three Continental

officers for husbands. She failed to secure a pension

on account of remarrying, but Congress, through the

intercession of Hon. Thomas Osborne (see " Colo-

nial," 8), made a special act in her case, so that she

secured her pension at last.

2. The Burr Mansion.—-Tradition says that it was

built about 1700 by Chief Justice Peter Burr, one of

the earliest graduates from Harvard. He was chief

justice of Connecticut, and once lacked but a few votes

of becoming its Governor.

The house stood somewhat back from the main
street, on a slight eminence, beneath a canopy of elms,

and, with its dormer Avindows, its projecting gables

and ivy-covered wings, presented quite the appear-

ance of a baronial structure, the effect of which was

increased by its wide hall with its heavy oaken stair-

case, or by its ancient chambers with their tiled fire-

places and heavy oak panelings.

At the time of the Revolution, Thaddeus Burr, a

grandson of Peter Burr, a gentleman of culture and

ample estate, owned it. He, like many of the colo-

nial gentry, exercised a princely hospitality. The
ancient chroniclers recorded with pride that General

Washington, in his journeys to and from Boston, was

his frequent guest. Franklin, Lafayette, Otis, Quincy,

Watson, Governor Tryon, Dr. Dwight, and the poet

BarloAV are on the house's dead-roll of famous guests.

There Trumbull and Copley dreamed and painted, the

latter doing full-length portraits ofhis host and hostess,

which are preserved in the family. Governor Hancock
was married there; Madam Hancock died there;*

Aaron Burr passed many of his youthful days beneath

its roof as the guest of his cousin, Thaddeus Burr,

and is there buried with the illustrious dead.

Burr's family was of the " bluest" blood of New
England, and had been seated in Fairfield for gene-

rations. His father, the Rev. Aaron Burr, the famous

Princeton scholar and divine, was a native of Fair-

field. Judge Peter Burr, before mentioned, was his

great-uncle ; Col. Andrew Burr, who led the Connec-

ticut regiment in the brilliant attack on Louisburg in

1745, Avas a cousin, and his family for generations had

filled the various offices of state, from deacon in the

Puritan churches to magistrates and judges of the

courts. Nor can one of those Avho believe in the

ancient traditions of the village be made to admit

that Burr Avas any other than a bitterly-persecuted

man, who suffered the fate of those Avho came into

the Avorld a hundred years before their time. Here

is recorded the dramatic incident of which the old

mansion Avas the theatre :

" One sunny morning in April, 1775, as Thaddeus Burr, Gold Sellick

Silliman, and Jonathan Sturgis, members of the town committee of war,

were engaged in earnest coversation on the porch, a horseman, breathless

with haste, dashed through the town, and threw himself from his steed

almost at the feet of the thi-ce committee men, with an expiring effort to

thrust towards them a packet covered with broad seals, and fell back ex-

hausted upon the steps of the porch. Silliman broke the packet, and

after a glance at its contents turned with flashing eye to the eager citi-

zens who had gathered. ' Friends,' said he, ' news from your king : hear

it and read :

* Her stone contains :
" This stone was erected by Thaddeus Burr and

Eunice Burr to the memory of their dear friend, Mrs. Lydia Hancock,

relict of the Honourable Tliomas Hancock, Esq., and daughter of Dan-

iel Hinchman, Esq., of Boston, whose remains lie here interred, having

retired to this town from the calamities of AVar djiring the Blockade of

her native city in 1775, just on her return to the re-enjoyment of an

ample fortune. On April loth, 1776, she was seized with the apoplexy,

and closed a life of unaffected piety, universal benevolence, and exten-

sive charity, aged 63,"
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"'Watehtown, Wednesday Mounino,

'"Ni-ar 10 of the Clock.

"'To All Fiiii'.Nns of Amkiihian LniKiiry; Ho it kiiowii tliiit tliiH

morniiitr liel'oi-e liroak of day a Iji i^ailr, consi.Mtiiif; of alioiit, one tlioiiHand

or two tliouaaiKl men landed at Kartri, at Caniljrid^'c, and niaiv licd

to Tjexington, wliere tlicy fonnd a ainipany of our cidony njilitia in arnm,

upon whom tlioy fired without provocation, and killecl nix men and

wounded fonr otliers. 15y an express from Donton wo find another

hiigade are now upon the marcli from Boston, HuppoHed to he about one

thousand. Tlie hearer, Trail BiHsell, is charged to alarm tlie country

quite to Connecticut, and all persons are desired to furnisli him with

fresh horses as they may he needed. I have spoken with several who

have seen the dead and wounded.
"

' J. I'ALlIKn,

" * On/1 of the Com. of /S'?/.'

"Before sunset the Fairfield train-hand, nearly one hundred strong,

set out on its march to Boston."

To tliis mansion of historic fame, in May, 1775,

came Miss Dorothy Quincy, daughter of Edmund
Quincy, of Boston, who had moved for three years as

the belle of the polite circles of that town, and who
was now the affianced bride of Governor John Han-
cock. A few weeks before, she had witnessed the

battle of Lexington from her chamber-window, spir-

itedly refusing to obey Governor Hancock's command
to return to Boston. But, now that her native city

had assumed the aspect of a beleaguered town, she

had consented to pass the summer in Fairfield, be-

neath the roof of her father's old friend, Tliaddeus

Burr, where she sjient the stirring days of that event-

ful summer in the ancient village, whiling away the

time as best she might. She rode, she sang, she

boated ; she feasted with the young people at the

beach ; she flirted with the village youths ; she wrote

letters, some of which yet exist, to her friends ; and
every fortnight the lumbering mail-coach brought her

a packet from Philadelphia addressed in the bold

handwriting of John Hancock.

In the autumn the marriage of Governor John
Hancock, president of the Continental Congress, and
Miss Dorothy, daughter of Edmund Quincy, of Bos-

ton, occurred. Here were Governor Hancock, who
accomplished such an act as led King George to set

a price on his head ; he rode up to the mansion-house,

attended by a retinue of gentlemen, delegates, and
others, returning to their homes, followed by a more
glittering train, with prancing steeds and costly

equipage, with coachmen and footmen in livery, and
attended by gay cavaliers on horseback, tlie friends

of the bride. There were Edmund Quincy and his

friends of Boston, grave sober men and matrons of

high degree, and gallant young cavaliers, attending

the stately maidens, the companions of Miss Dorothy.

Hartford and New Haven, which were then the scats

of refined and cultured society, contributed to the

train of worth and beauty ; the Governor and his

staff also honored the scene. There was a courtlj''

throng, which might have graced a royal palace, and

the costumes would have been presentable at the

court of King George himself. The toilets Averc

elaborate ; the coiffures sprinkled with diamond-dust,

the long-waisted gowns, the shimmer of silks and

satins, the ribbons, laces, and ruffles, the gems

that sparked on wristi and bosoms, the gIoK.«y

queues, the plum-colored coats and velvet small-

clothes, the white silk stockings, the elaborate ruffles

at wrist and throats, added lustre to the occasion.

Here the Rev. Andrew Eliot, revered by every one

of Fairfield's sons, j)erformed the v.c.n-inony. This

was the last merry-making ever held within its walls.

During the four years of war which followed it was

the scene of many secret councils of the patriot

leaders, and in the British descent on Fairfield in

1779 was burned by order of Governor Tryon.*

Edmund Quincy was eminent in public life, and

became judge of the 8upreine Court in 1718. (Sulli-

van pronounced John Hancock " one of the greatest

men of liis age." The honor which encircled his

name received added lustre from his wife. She was

a leader of taste and fashion in the best circles of

society. Governor Hancock came to Fairfield for

safety, and was in concealment with Samuel Adams.

It was not deemed safe for Mr. Hancock to return,

that the marriage might take i^lace in Boston. While

in concealment their meals were privately conveyed

to them, and they were kej^t in strict seclusion.

After a time they were permitted to sit at the din-

ner-table with the family, in expectation of a com-

fortable repast. Before they had partaken of the

tempting food a farmer came in, greatly excited,

requesting the host to lend him his horse and chaise

to go for his wife, as "the British were coming,"

This news disjiersed the feasters. Adams and Han-
cock Avere hurried away to their hiding-place, and

Mrs. Hancock was Avont to say it Avas always a matter

of Avonder to her Avhat became of that dinner, for

none Avho sat doAvn to it ever tasted it. The alarm,

hoAvevcr, Avas a false report, but there was a time Avhen

the enemy's balls reached the house that sheltered

them.

When her first child Avas tAvo Aveeks old Mrs. Han-
cock Avas conveyed on a bed Avith it to her carriage,

to travel from Boston in the Avinter to Philadelphia,

in company Avith her husband, then chosen president

of the first Congress. She often spoke of his reluc-

tance, from natural modesty, to accept the office.

While he hesitated one (/f the members clasped him
around the Avaist, lifted him from his feet, and placed

him in the chair of state.f

At the burning of Fairfield, " Mrs. Burr, the Avife

of Thaddeus Burr, Esq., high sheriff of the county,

resolved to continue in the mansion-house of the

family and make an attempt to save it from the con-

flagration. The house stood at a sufficient distance

from other buildings. Mrs. Burr Avas adorned with

all the qualities Avhich give distinction to her sex,

possessed of fine accomplisliments and a dignity of

character scarcely rivaled, and probably had ncA-er

* Charles Burr Todd, in the " Burr Mansion," iu tlie Aeic York Enmuts
Post, Jan. 1879.

t Mrs. Ellet's Queens of American Society.
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known what it was to be treated with disrespect, or

even with inattention. She made a personal appli-

cation to Governor Tryon in terms which, from a lady

of her high respectability, could hardly have failed of

a satisfactory answer from any person who claimed

the title of a gentleman. The answer which she actu-

ally received was, however, rude and brutal, and spoke

the want not only of politeness and humanity, but

even of vulgar civility. The house was sentenced to

the flames, and was speedily set on fire. An attempt

was made, in the mean time, by some of the soldiers,

to rob her of a valuable watch, with rich furniture

;

for Governor Tryon refused to protect her as well as

to preserve the house. The watch had been already

conveyed out of their reach, but the house, filled with

everything which contributes either to comfort or to

elegance of living, was laid in ashes.

" While the town was in flames a thunder-storm

overspread the heavens just as the night came on.

The conflagration of near two hundred houses illu-

mined the earth, the skirts of the clouds, and the

waves of the Sound with a union of gloom and gran-

deur at once inexpressibly awful and magnificent.

The sky speedily was hung with the deepest darkness

wherever the clouds were not tinged by the melan-

choly lustre of the flames. At intervals the lightning

blazed with a livid and terrible splendor. The thun-

der rolled above. Beneath, the roaring of the fires

filled up the intervals with a deep and hollow sound

which seemed to be the protracted murmur of the

thunder, reverberated from one end of heaven to the

other. Add to this convulsion of the elements, and

these dreadful effects of vindictive and wanton devas-

tation, the trembling of the earth, the sharp sound of

muskets occasionally discharged, the groans, here and
there, of the wounded and dying, and the shouts of

triumph ; then place before your eyes crowds of the

miserable sufferers, mingled with bodies of the militia,

and from the neighboring hills taking a farewell pros-

pect of their property and their dwellings, their hap-

piness and their hopes, and you will form a just but

imperfect picture of the burning of Fairfield. It

needed no great effort of imagination to believe that

the final day had arrived, and that, amid this funereal

darkness, the morning would speedily dawn to which

no night would ever succeed, the graves yield up their

inhabitants, and the trial commence at which was to

be finally settled the destiny of man." *

" There was also in Fairfield pleasant society.

Thaddeus Burr, Esq., was a principal inhabitant and

a man of wealth, especially before his large mansion

was burned and his property devastated by the

British, in July, 1779. He then converted a store or

warehouse into a dwelling, and it was a neat and com-

modious mansion. Mr. Burr was hospitable, and his

wife was an accomplished lady. The place is mem-

orable, having been a favorite resort of Dr. Dwight,

afterwards president of Yale College. He was then

minister of Greenfield, and gave celebrity to that hill

both by the splendor of his talents and pulpit elo-

quence and by the academy for the instruction of the

youth of both sexes, which he established and con-

ducted for a series of years with great success.

" Dr. Dwight generally rode down two or three

miles on horseback on Saturday afternoon to pass

those hours of relaxation and take tea with his

friends, Mr. and Mrs. Burr. His conversation was .

equally entertaining and instructive,—a feast for both

mind and heart."!

Jehue Burre was born in England about 1600, and
died in Fairfield about 1670. He left four sons,

—

Jehu, John, Nathaniel, and Daniel.

Jehu married (1) Mary Ward, of Fairfield; (2)

Esther, widow of Joseph Boosey, of Westchester,

Conn. They had several children, of whom was
Judge Peter Burr, who graduated from Harvard in

1690, having entered in 1686. He taught school in

Boston for some years, then studied law, after which
he settled in Fairfield to practice. In 1700 he com-

menced his public career, which he continued till his

death. He was several times auditor of the colony.

He was also deputy for Fairfield, Speaker of the

House, and justice of the peace in 1701
;
judge of

Probate Court, 1723-24
;
judge of County Court, 1708-

24, except 1713 ;
judge of the Superior Court, 1711-

16 ; chief judge of the Supreme Court, 1712, 1723-24.

This last year (1724) he performed the duties of audi-

tor, assistantjudge of Probate, judge of County Court,

and chiefjudge of the Superior Court. He was major

of the Fourth Regiment. In 1702 he was on a com-

mittee with Capt. Nathan Gold and others to " en-

deavor to arrange an amicable agreement with the

government of Rhode Island respecting the settle-

ment, of the line between Connecticut and Rhode
Island." He, with Capts. Gold, Curtis, Wakeman,
Judson, Olmsted, and Stiles, was clothed with full

powers "to consult, advise, direct, and command in

all things necessary for the defense of Her Majesty's

subjects, and carrying on the war against the common
enemy." (See Burr Genealogy.)

From the records, Peter Burr and Nathan Gold

were two very prominent officers. It would require

many pages to tell of the various public enterprises

they had charge of or took important part in.

In private life Judge Peter Bun- was universally

beloved and respected. As a public man he exerted

an influence for good in the colony not exceeded, and

rarely equaled, by that of any of the fathers of the

Commonwealth, and in ability, attainments, and pub-

lic services he was eclipsed by none. He lies in Fair-

field old burying-ground. This is the last tribute to

his memory

:

* Dr. Dwight's Travels, vol. iil. p. 512. f Life of Benj. Silliman, vol. i. p. 24.
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" Iloro lyes intorrod

yo Body of yo Ilono'''"

I'etoi- Burr, Kaq'',

Aged 50 years anil 0 montlis,

who Departed thia Life

December the 2.')tli

Anno 1724."

He left four children, among whom was Thaddeus,

who married Abigail, daughter of Jonathan Sturge.s,

of Fairfield. They left five children
;
among them

was Abigail, born in 1729. Her tombstone, in Fair-

field old ground, contains

:

" Here lies hurled the Body of

Mrs. Abigail Hall,

Wife of Lyman Hall, M. A.,

Daughter of ThaddouB Burr, Eaqf,

died July 8, 1 753, aged 24 years.

Modest, yet free, with innocence adorned,

To please and win by art and nature formed,

Benevolent and wise, in virtue firm,

Constant in Fiiendship, in Religion warm,

A partner tender, unaffected, kind,

A lovely form with a more lovely mind,

—

The scene of life, tho' short, she improved so well

No charms in human furms could more excel.

Christ's life her copy. His pure life her guide.

Each part she acted, perfected, and dy'd."

Lyman Hall was one of the signers of the Declara-

tion of Inde2>endence, born in Connecticut in 1725,

died in Georgia in 1790. He graduated at Yale in

1747, studied medicine, and removed, in 1752, to South

Carolina, and the same year to Sunbury, Ga., where

he engaged in the practice of his profession. At the

opening of the Revolution he was -influential in in-

ducing Georgia to join the Confederacy. In 1775 he

was chosen a member of Congress, and was re-elected

annually till 1780. Georgia had in the mean time

fallen under the power of the British, wlio confiscated

all his property. He was elected Governor of Georgia

in 1783, and served for one term ; after which he re-

tired from public life.*

Another of their children was Thaddeus, Jr. At
the age of twenty he graduated from Yale with the

degree of A.M., which also was conferred by the Col- i

lege of New Jersey. He married Eunice Dennie, and

then spent ten years in scholarly and social pursuits

and in the management of his large estates. His first

part in public life was as dejjuty for Fairfield. He
was also justice of the pence, and in 1779 was high

sheriff of the county. In 1775 he was a member of

the town committee of war. In 1788 he was a dele-

gate, with Jonathan Sturges, from Fairfield to the

State Convention at Hartford, called to ratify the

new Constitution of the United States and steadily

voted to adopt that instrument.

An original portrait of Thaddeus Burr, and also of

his wife, by Copley, is owned by Mr. J. S. Burr, of

Brooklyn. He (Thaddeus Burr) died in Fairfield in

1801, aged sixty-five, and lies among the "colonials;"

his wife died in 1805, aged seventy-five. The stones

are richly carved, but contain only the simple inscrip-

* See Appleton's Cyclopajdia, vol. viii. p. 400.

tion found over a person in far more Cf)mmon wallcH

in life.

Another of Thaddeus and Abigail Sturges Burr't*

children was Gershom, born in 1744, who married

Priscilla Lothrop, of Plymouth, Mass. Their mn,
Gershom, .Ir., married f 1 ) Susannah Young, of Strat-

ford; (2j Klizalx'tli, daugliter of Kev. Andrew Eliot,

pastor of tlie Prime Ancient Church in Fairfield.

They had nine children.

This Gershom Burr died in New York in 1828; he

was a man of prominence in the State and was briga-

dier-general of the militia from 181G to 1824, when he

resigned. Among his children arc .lonathan Sturges

Burr, born in Fairfield, but who went to New York
City in 1825, when there was unwonted activity in

commerce owing to the opening of the Erie Canal.

Mr. Burr found employment as book-keeper with

Hinton & Moore, ship-chandlers and dealers in paints

and oils, which position he occupied for year.-*, then

began business on his own account. Subsequently he

was a partner with two or three persons, and then his

brothers Arthur, Frederick, and himself formed the

firm Burr, Waterman & Co., in the manufacturing of

patent blocks, which business became lucrative. Mr.

J. S. Burr was head and senior member from 1844 to

1877, when he withdrew. In 1842 he removed to

Williamsburgh, where he has been identified with the

social, political, financial, and educational interests of

the community, of which he has been a modest but

consiiicuous and influential member. He was elected

to the Board of Finance, in which he served with

ability and fidelity.

When the consolidation of William.sburgh and

Brooklyn occurred (in 1855) Mr. Burr was appointed

a member of the Board of Education, of which he was

one of the most useful men for twenty-three years.

He is deeply interested in schools, and has devoted

much time and energy to jiublic service in this line.

When the Williamsburgh Savings-Bank was estab-

lished, Mr. Burr was one of the original trustees. It

now has a capital of nearly fourteen million dollars,

and enjoys the confidence of its depositors. He is

now, and has been for yeai"s past, one of the vice-

presidents. When the Republican party was formed

he was active in the councils of the local organiza-

tions, and aided very much in the jirosecution of their

particular objects. He has also been treasurer in the

Reformed Church for more than thirty years.

The following letter is from Mr. J. S. Burr, and ex-

plains itself

:

" 178 SovTH nth St.. Brooklyn, K. D.
" Sept. 1, 1880.

"Miss. BvRU Tkhry :

'*De.\r M.\d.\m,—It gives me pleasure to comply witli yoxir request,

and accordingly pi-ocecd to ftirnish you with such recollections of affairs

relating to the convt and justicians of Fairtiold as may come within tho

scope of your i)lan. I am (nvud to claim a birthright in whatever con-

cerns tho good name and fan\e of the dear old towu; county, and State

with which all my earliest associations in life were formed, and the

memory of which has aiidod happiness to my riper yo.ire.

" It is known that tho tow n of Fairfield was for a long while the capi-

tal, so to speak, of tho county. lu it was the court-house, where the
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judges of various grades dispensed the justice which is the hulwark of

society.

" Judges Tappen Keeve, cliief, with Mitchell and Edmonds, associates,

formed, I believe, tlie high court in my earlier boyliood. On the days

tlie coui t was to l>e in regular session it was the custom for the judges to

meet in some place assigned, and the jurors in another, on opposite sides

of the green, in the centre of which stood the court-house. On the hour

for opening court the bell was well rung. Then presently the high

sheriff, Mr. Ebenezer Dinion,* with his staff of office, issued forth fol-

Ijwed by the judges. Directly after came the jurymen, led by the town

constable, Mr. Nathan Beers. As the procession entered the court-room

the sheriff with <-lear and distinct voice announced the approach of the

judicial dignitaiies. Silence then fell on all; not a whisper was heard

until the judges and jury had been duly seated. Judge Reeve then,

leaning forward over the desk, with slow and measured speech, would

say, ' Mr. Clerk, open this court.' That official—Col. David Burr, a

portly bald-headed man of fine presence and coinmanding dignity—then

addressed the sheriff ;
' Mr. Sheriff, make proclamation ;' whereupon the

sheriff discharged the duty in form and manner following: 'Oh yes!

Oh yes ! this Superior Court is now open. All persons having any cause

or action pending will take due notice thereof.' Then came the order

from the bencli :
' Mr. Clerk, call the jury.' That having been done, the

parties to the immediate case in hand were summoned to answer, or the

calendar was followed.

" The demeanor of all concerned in the administration of the law

while the courts were in session was usually grave, and even revererltial.

Our ancestors were not without cheerfulness, but when they met to de-

termine justice, punish the criminal, and protect the innocent, they were

earnest and serious, as befitted the business committed to them.

" Very tnily yours,

"J. S. Burr."

The court must have been, highly imposing, with

the array of powdered hair, ruffles, long stockings, etc.

Of the Burrs mentioned so far, they have owned,

or were born in, or lived on, the premises in considera-

tion (No. 2, "Special").

A few weeks after the burning, Governor Hancock
paid his friend a visit, and while they were surveying

the ruins he remarked to Mr. Burr that he must re-

build, and offered to furnish the glass needed, pro-

vided he would build a house precisely like his own
in Boston. Mr. Burr accepted the offer, and built a

house the exact counterpart of Mr. Hancock's.f

It was stated not long since to the historian that the

frame was sent to Mr. Burr from Boston by Mr. Han-
cock as a present, and was unloaded on the green in

Fairfield. It was an exact reproduction, described a

few pages back, but when Mr. 0. W. Jones purchased

it, about fifty years ago, he remodeled it, to the regret

of all, as he destroyed the dormer-windows and gam-
brel roof and modernized it, so that the historic cast is

gone.

There would be no pardon if others of the Burr

family were omitted. Parton used the name of one

Burr (Aaron) for the subject of two volumes, and, as

his father is a native of Fairfield, what shall we say

for several others who have been valuable in State or

public service ?

Jehue, the first settler, was one who signed the

deeds with the Indians in the colony, and seems from

the first to have taken a high rank in Fairfield. He

* High Sheriff Ebenezer Dimon resided whore J. J. Jones now does.

He was highly educated, and spoke several languages. French was as

fluent with him as his native tongue. He Iiad two sons, who were phy-

sicians and went West.

t See Burr Genealogy.

represented Fairfield at the General Court, and was

also commissioner on educational matters and grand

juror.

Jehue Burr, Jr., was born in England in 1625, died

in Fairfield in 1692. In 1670 he was deputy from

Fairfield, having John (his brother) for associate ; he

was also lieutenant of the Fairfield train-band, also a

member of the " standing council," which is similar

to the committee of war of later years. He was also

commissioner for Fairfield, a patron of learning, and

one of the originators of the old school system of

Connecticut.

Jehue, Jr., had a brother, Col. John Burr, a man
of great executive ability and prominent in the affairs

of the colony. He was made freeman in 1664. Two
years later he was chosen deputy, afterwards a com-

missioner. In 1690 he Avas senator and magistrate of

the colony. At this period the witchcraft delusion

swept over the State. Col. Burr was captain in the

train-band and commissary for Fairfield County in

the French-and-Indian War. He was concerned in

the origin of the town of Danbury.

Nathaniel Burr had a son, also known as Col. John

Burr. The limits of his farm and the site of his

house, and the old Council Oak under which he

bought his land of the Indians, are yet pointed out.

In 1874 a great-granddaughter was living, who re-

tained many recollections of him. He was born in

1673, and was commissary of the county in 1704. He
had to see that "biskett" was provided for the sol-

diers, keep the war accounts, and keep a stock of sup-

plies on hand. He was next deputy from Fairfield.

In 1723 he was Speaker of the House. He was audi-

tor, justice of the peace and Quorum, and judge of

the County Court, also of Probate Court in place of

Joseph Wakeman, deceased, which ofiice he held

seventeen consecutive years. He was several times

commissioned in the military service of the colony.

In 1710 he was major of the forces in the expedition

to Nova Scotia. In 1733 he was appointed one of the

judges in a court of Chancery. Col. Burr was one of

the largest landholders in the State. He was one of

the principal founders of the old North Church of

Stratfield (now the First Congregational of Bridge-

port). He died in 1750, leaving an estate of fifteen

thousand two hundred and eighty-eight pounds.

Col. Andrew Burr, son of John and grandson of

Maj. John Burr, was a lawyer by profession, an assis-

tant and magistrate of the colony, several times

Speaker of the House, and wielded great influence in

the councils of the colony, yet his chief distinction

was created by his numerous and varied military ser-

vices. In 1731 he was lieutenant, then promoted to

be captain, then major. In 1745 he took part in the

most brilliant of the colonial wars,—the Cape Breton

expedition. He was commissioned colonel in 1750.

He was deputy for Fairfield, assistant of the Upper

House, justice of the peace, judge of the County

Court, clerk in the Lower House, Speaker also, and
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sheriff. He also assisted in revising the laws in 1749.

His public services were so varied" and numerous that

the reader is referred to the Burr Genealogy, by

Charles Burr Todd.

Col. Andrew Burr's life was a pleasant one. He

married (1), in 1719, Sarah, daughter of Jonathan

Sturges ;
they had thirteen children. He married (2),

Sarah Stanly, of Hartford
;
tliey had one daughter.

He lies in the old burying-gi-ound. A large moss-

covered stone, richly carved, marks his resting-place

:

" Here lyes Bnrieil

tlio Body of

Col" Arulrew liiur,

Who ilcpiirteil this life

Nov ye Otli, A. D. 1783, in yo

CS"" year of His Age."

His first wife, the mother of thirteen children, is

buried near him. The stone contains

:

" Here lyes Buried yo

Body of M" Siirali

Burr, Wife to Col"

Andrew Burr, who
Departed this Life

Decern"' 9, Anno Dom', 1745,

Aged 45 years wanting 13 D's."

Eev. Aaron Burr, son of Daniel (2d), grandson of

Daniel (1st), and great-grandson of Jehue Burr, was

born in 1716 in the northern part of Fairfield. In

1738 he became pastor of the Presbyterian Church in

Newark, N. J., and in 1748 the second president of

the College of New Jersey (now Princeton), of which

he was one of the principal founders. He married

Esther, daughter of Jonathan Edwards, who was the

third president in the same college. Their children

were Sarah, who married Judge Tappan Eeeve, and

Aaron, Jr. His duties were very arduous ; his rela-

tions as pastor to this one church continued twenty

years.

In 1757 he made a trip to Stockbridge, and returned

home exhausted. College and public duties were so

importunate that he did not pay sufficient attention

to malaria, which was threatening to prostrate him,

but ])ersisted in attending to his duties. He never

recovered from this attack, the malaria running into

a fever, so that he expired in 1757. Few men have

been more sincerely mourned than this one of Fair-

field's sons. The magnates of the land were at his

funeral. Governor Livingston, of New Jersey, pro-

nounced a glowing eulogium, and the press and the

pulpit vied in honoring his virtues, talents, and benef-

icence.

In 1752 he published a Latin grammar, used in the

college long after his death. He also published sev-

eral sermons and a work,
—"The Supreme Deity of

our Lord Jesus Christ maintained." He was more

noted as a teacher than as a writer.

His son, Aaron Burr, was one of the most notorious

men of the United States, in war, politics, and law.

In the Presidential eIe(;tion lie and 'I'lioinas Jefferson

had a tie. After seven days' arguing, voting, and in-

vestigating, it was decided that Jefferson sliould iiave

the Presidency and Burr should be Vice-l'resident.

Tliere is so much to say of him it is difficult to sum
him up in a line or so. His duel witli Hamiltf>n, the

new government schemes in the Southwest, and liis

family arc familiar to most jteople. He was truly

"the Napoleon of America."

Seth Burr, son of Daniel and Ann Siiliman, was

born in 1701, served through the war of 1776, and

was present at the surrender of Lord Cornwallis at

Yorktown. A few years after, being in India, he was

pressed into the British service, and served under this

same Lord Cornwallis.

The Burrs have always been of i)ublic service, fur-

nishing judges, clerks, captains, colonels, legislators,

and teachers. Three town clerks are of this family,

—Peter (built the Smith house, opposite B. Betts),

who served with Nathan Gold from 1706 to 1724;

Tliaddeus, from 1726 to 1755
;
David, from 1755 to

1759.

Samuel, son of Maj. John and grandson of Jehue

Burr, graduated at Harvard College in 1697, and was

one of the most famous teachers of his time. For

twelve years he was master of the grammar-school in

Cliarlestown, a preparatory school for Harvard, which

had a reputation in the colonies similar to that of

Eton and Rugby in England. His body was laid

among the illustrious. This is his inscrijjtion

:

" Here lyes the Body of Samuel Burr, Master of Arts. Was born

in this town of Fairfield April 2nd, in ye Year 1G79 ; wiis educated at

Harvard College, in Cambridge, under ye Famous JI' W"> Brattle, and

Thare Ho was graduate! fi,ut time in yo Year 1697, yo second time in

y° Year 1700, ut Moris est. Who after he had Sarved his generation by ye

will of God in y Useful Station of a Grammar- School Muster, at Charles-

town, about Twelve Years, upon a Visit to this His Native Place, De-

parted this Life August 7th, in y« year 1719, aged 40 Years, 4 months, &
5 Days."

Catharine, daughter of Silas and Charity (Banks)

Burr, married Morris Ketchum, a banker of New
York. He (Mr. Ketchum) died 1880.-

Henry, son of Ephraim and Eunice (Sherwood)

Burr, who married Mary F. Slabac, was a merchant
in San Francisco, Cal., where he died in 1871. His
body Avas brought on and interred in Fairfield. Mr.
Ephraim Burr is eighty -six, hale and hearty.

Capt. David, son of Eben and Hannah (Osborne)

Burr, married Ellen Magdalen, of Marseilles, France.

He was a master-mariner, and was lost with the ill-

fated steamer, " Evening Star," off Cape Hattenis, in

October, 1866. Capt. "William Knapp, whose widow
and four daughters reside in Fairfield in a house

that has beeii^stauding ninety-six years, was also on
board.

A tombstone to his memory contains this (the Ma-
sons' emblem is above the inscription)

:

* See Wostport
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" Capt.

William Knapp,

son of

John and Esther

Knapp,

Born in Fairfield,

Feb. 21, 1825.

Lost at sea Oct. 3, 186G,*

In the Steamship

'Evening Star,'

Which foundered on her passage

from New York to New Orleans.

"His last words when bidding adieu to the officers of the ship were,

' If you survive, and I do not, tell them at home I died doing my duty.'

" 'Twas the first time I mourned the dead

;

It was my heaviest, my worst.

My husband, and was thine the first ?"

Samuel Burr, brother of David, was lost from the

barque "Palermo" in 1857. Of this family, Angeline

married Deacon Samuel Morehouse (see " Colonial,"

No. 11) ; Sarah and Eliza married brothers, James
and Benjamin Bulkeley (see " Colonials," 1, 2, 11, 15)

;

Cornelia married Andrew P. Wakeman,t Mary mar-

ried John Henry Jennings, of prominence in Green's

Farms; and William married Catharine Sherwood.

Emma and Francis reside in the paternal mansion.

In 1878, Fairfield was represented in the Legisla-

ture by Oliver Burr, of Greenfield, and Ebenezer

Burr, Jr., of Mill Plain (Fairfield), who is a promis-

ing lawyer and clerk of the County Court.

The Burrs have married into about every old family

in Fairfield through several generations, and, as they

have never been dispersed much, there is scarcely a

family but has a Burr origin.

3. The Congregational Parsonage.—This was built

for Hon. Roger Minott Sherman, born at Woburn,
Mass., May 22, 1773. He was the youngest of six chil-

dren of Rev. Josiah Sherman, the Congregational

minister of that place. His father was descended by
four removes from Capt. John Sherman, of Dedham,
England, who came to Watertown, Mass., in 1635.

Hon. Roger M. Sherman was a nephew of the Hon.
Roger Sherman, one of the signers of the Declaration

of Independence. His (Roger M.'s) mother was Mar-
tha, daughter of the Hon. James Minott, of Concord,

Mass., who was four removes in descent from George

Minott, one of the first English settlers in Dorchester,

Mass., where he was a ruling elder for thirty years.

Rev. J. Sherman preached in Milford, Mass., Goshen,

Conn., and Woodbridge, where he died, leaving six

children.

In 1789, at the age of sixteen. Judge Sherman en-

tered the sophomore class at Yale. In six weeks
his father died, leaving no property ; so the son's

chances at college appeared of a negative charac-

ter, but an uncle (Hon. Roger Sherman) came to

his relief and rendered necessary aid. He taught

school in New Haven through the last half of his

college days, but attended regularly the duties of

* In a cyclone.

t A prominent officer in town and State.

his class, and graduated with honor. He taught next
in an academy in Windsor, and began the study of

law under Hon. Oliver Ellsworth. He afterwards

took a common school in Litchfield, and continued
the study of law under the Hon. Tapping Reeve.

In 1795 he was tutor in Yale College, and instructed

the class that graduated in 1797, at the same time

studying under Hon. Simeon Baldwin. There were
several distinguished men, both in his own class and
the one he instructed. As tutor he was peculiarly

successful. He resigned that oflSce, and in 1796 was
admitted to the bar in New Haven. He then estab-

lished himself in Norwalk, having married Miss

Elizabeth, daughter of Dr. William Gould, of New
Haven. She was sister of Judge Gould, of Litchfield.

They had two children, twin sons, of high promise, but

they both died young. In 1807 he removed to Fair-

field, where he resided till his death, which occurred

Dec. 30, 1844. As a jurist he had few equals.

From 1814 to 1818, Mr. Sherman was a member of

the upper branch of our State Legislature, where he
showed a high power in debate and a patriotic devo-

tion to the welfare of the people. In 1814 he was

chosen by the Legislature of this State a delegate to

the convention of the New England States assembled

at Hartford for the purpose of devising measures

suited to the exigency brought on by the war. New
England sent her most gifted and patriotic statesmen.

In this galaxy he shone with peculiar lustre, and an

account of his labors has been published.

From 1818 to 1839 he was wholly devoted to his

profession, except that he was now and then a mem-
ber of the Legislature. He originated and drafted

many important laws, which have become inwrought

into the fixed policy of his native State. These refer

to the administration of justice, tending to abridge

the cost and delay involved in vindicating our rights

at law, and to abolish cumbrous formalities.

In 1839 he was judge of the Superior Court and

associate judge of the Supreme Court for the re-

vision of errors in that State. His written opinions

in the Court of Errors (published in Vols. XIII. and

XIV. of the Connecticut Reports) are the most im-

portant monuments to his great intellect which he

has left to posterity. In 1842 he resigned this ofiice,

on account of poor health, that he might have the

genial support of a retired home-life. He died aged

seventy-one years and seven months.

Judge Sherman was versed not only in jurispru-

dence, but in theology and metaphysics, and was fond

of the exact and natural sciences. He was familiar

with the theory of government and political economy,

and with whatever a statesman should know. Neither

did he neglect elegant literature. This various knowl-

edge he made tributary to his profession in cases that

could be illustrated by it, and sometimes astonished

and delighted his auditors as he poured forth its treas-

ures. He was not only great, but good, and was strictly

subordinated to moral and religious principle. With-
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out bigotry, he believed in the doctrincH of Dwight and

Edwards. He was a modest, unassuming, unobtrusive

man, and impressed all who beeame aequainted with

him. He maintained the strictest integrity and up-

rightness in all his public, private, and professional

transactions, and scrupulously adhered to truth, kept

his promises, abstained from making any which he

could not fulfill, would not sell his conscience for

office or emolument, discouraged what seemed to him

to be groundless litigation, and was a model of parental

and conjugal love, tenderness, and fidelity. He was

an early and powerful advocate of tlie temperance

cause, and seemed to be everybody's friend.*

He left a very lengthy will,—covering pages in the

town records, volume for 1840, page 359,—of which

the following is an abstract

:

"I give the 'Edinburgh Encyclopasdia,' Wohstei-'s large quarto dic-

tionary, in 2 vols., Beza'e Greek Testament, Scott's 'Family liilile,'in 5

vols, quarto, the works of Robert Mali, in 2 vols., the sermons of Dwiglit,

Chambers, Sauriu, Burder, Davies, and all other sermons and treatises

on Theology, also Hume's 'History of England,' and the continuation

of said history, in 12 vols., lettered on the back ' Hume's England,' the

iLife and W^ritings of John Jay,' Crabb's ' Synou.yms,' Jay's 'Political

Economy,' Bostick's ' I'liysiology,' Good's ' Book of Nature,' Olmsted's

'Philosophy,' in 2 vols., Murray's Grammar, octo., Spanish and French

Dictiouaries and Spanish Grammar, one Greek Lexicon, Ale.Kander

Adams' ' Eoman Antiquities,' Barber's ' Historical Collections for Con-

necticut, Massachusetts, and New York,' and Dufrees' ' Nature Displayed,'

to the First Ecclesiastic Society in Fairfield for the use of the minis-

ters' library. The said books shall be always kept in said library, and

shall never be sold or exchan.ijed.

" I give and devise my homestead,—bounded southeasterly on the main

street in Fairfield, on land of Mrs. Kiiapp and on land formerly belong-

ing to Wm. Dimon, now deceased
;
southwesterly on highway on land of

Abraham Gould Jennings, and on land formerly belonging to said Dimon

;

nortliwesterly on highway and land of said Jennings; nortlieasterly on

land of Wm. S. Smith, together with tlie dwclling-bouso and all other

buildings on said homestead,—and I also give the double windows or

Kussian lights, the Venetian blinds, all the fire-grates and stoves which

shall be in use at my decefise, the large metallic clock, the carpet on the

stairs, in the front hall, and all the carpets or mattings on the floors of

the lower rooms and in use at my decease, and no other carpets or mat-

tings, and the oil- or floor-cloth which may then be on the floor of the

front entry, to the First Ecclesiastic Society in said Fail field, in trust,

for the personal use, habitation, and occupation of the minister of said

Society while statedly ministering therein, and every minister of said

Society while statedly ministering therein, etc., etc,

"I also give and bequeath to said Society twenty-five shares of Stock

on Fairfield County Bank, in the Fairfield County Bank, in trust, to

apply the dividends thereon and tlie income thereof to the keeping of

the building and fences of the said homestead in good order and repair;

and whenever said dividends or income shall be more than is necessary

for that purpose, the surplus may be appropriated to purchasing carpets

for the front rooms of the dwelling-house, should new carpets be neces-

sary, and whatever of said income or dividends shall be more tlian wanted

for either of the said purposes shall be safely kept or invested on good

secuiity, to be xised or applied for those purposes and for no other when-
ever the same may become necessary or expedient."

The balance of his property (which amounted to

seventy-two thousand and some odd dollars) he willed

to various institutions and to various relatives.

He is said never to have replied " Yes" or " No" to

a question. Once a friend, meeting him coming out

of the post-office, thought sure he would put an in-

terrogation which would draw out a " Yes" or a "No ;"

''See Dr. Lyman Atwater'a Funeral Discourse of Hon. B. M. Sher-

man. Fairfield, Jan. 2, lS4o.

80 he asked "Is the mail in?" Sherman repliw],

" Are you exjiecting a letter?"!

A townsman, sjjeakiiig of Mr. Bliermaji, said, "He
was a lawyer what was a lawyer."

In the Foote Genealogy (published IHi'J), imga '4<)'.),

may be found the following

:

"Mrs. Elizabeth Sherman, widow of the late Hon. IJ'jger M. Sherman,

died at Fairfield, Aug. :!, 1848, in the seventy-fifth year of her age. Thus

has passed away all that remained of the family of a man of eminent

diHtini tioii in the (Jliurcli and tlie State. His venerable relict, wliohaH now
followed him to the giave, iuloriied the station allotted her by Provi-

dence by bringing toit intellectual powers and ac(y)niiili«hnient8 not in-

ferior to those of her diutinguisheil husband. Kemai kable for lier con-

scientiousness, prudence, wisdom, her firmness and Hteadfa«tiiees ofattach-

ment to the doctrine and ordinances of the gospel, her zeal in maintain-

ing religions institutions, her liberality to the poor, and in sus'taining

the missionary and charitable enterjirlses,—she was in all these high

points of a spirit congenial to his, of ' like precious faith,' his cordial and

etiicient fellow-helper, with him ' ready to do every good work.' In licr

death the poor universally mourn the loss of a great benefactor; the

Church bewails the removal of a strong pillar; benevolent institutions

will miss a constant and generous patron
;
society suffers the loss of a

bright example and firm supiiorter of whatever is pure and lovely and

of good report.

" In accordance with the mutual understanding and united wishes of

herself and husband, she has made the following bequests Uj religious

and public institutions. She has bequeathed her miscellaneous library,

liou.se, and homestead to the First Ecclesiiustic Society of Fairfield, to-

gether with a fund of SJ.'iUO for the pui-pose of keeping the same in re-

pair,—the former for the increase of the ministerial library', the latter

for a parsonage. She has given the law-library of her late husband to

the county of Fairfield for the use of the bar and courts of said county
;

54000 to the corporation of Yale College, on the condition that they pay

an annuity of $200 to one of her nephews during his life ; S-OW to the

East Windsor Institute; SHOOO to the American Home Missionary

Society ; $4000 to the American Colonization Society ; S-IOOO to the Re-

treat for the Insane at Hartford
; f.500 to the Female Beneficent Society

of Fairfield."

A monument to the memory of Mr. and Mrs. Sher-

man and two sons is erected in the East ground

:

" Hon. Koger Minot Sherman,

Judge of the Supreme Court of Connecticut,

Died December 30, 1S44,

aged 71 years & 7 mo.

"Eminent as a Civilian, a Jurist & an Orator, .\dorned with rare moral

and Christian excellence, in life he was widely beloved and revered, and

in death greatly lamented.

" Keviviscemus !"

The inscription to his wife reads :

" Elizabeth,

widow of

Roger Minot Sherman,

Died Aug. 3, 1848,

Aged 74.

" Like her distinguished liusliand highly gifted by nature and education

she was his associate & fellow-lielpor in all good works, .l", dying as she

had lived, in the faith and hope of the gospel, her death was mourned
as a public calamity."

The portraits of the judge and his wife hang in the

parlor of the parsonage, which has been occupied

since the demise of Mrs. Sherman by Dr. Lyman At-

water, now professor in Princeton, Dr. Willis Lord,

Eev. Alexander McLean, Rev. E. E. Rankin, D.D.,

who at present resides in Hartford as a private citizen,

and Rev. George S. Burroughs, who was elected last

May a member of the American Oriental Society,

t Dr. J. T. Dcnison.
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which was organized some fifty years since, and num-
bers among its members the leading American Orien-

tal scholars, with associate and honorary members in

Europe and Asia. Mr. Burroughs has entered on the

study of the Assyrian language.*

4. Rev. Andrew Eliofs Home.—This was not burnt

in 1779, from the fact that it was not completed. Dr.

David Hull, who married a Miss Susanna Eliot,

daughter of Dr. Eliot, of Boston, purchased it, fin-

ished it, and resided there for a few years. That was

the only house iinoccujjied at the time of the confla-

gration, and Dr. Hull intended to purchase it. There

were, as near as can be ascertained, only nine houses

standing at that time south of the railroad in Fair-

field, five of which have been mentioned in the " Colo-

nial Houses."! One of these was left standing till

1874, when Arthur Bennitt had it torn down. It was

not burnt in 1779, as it was owned by a Freemason.

The house next to it is always spoken of as the

Turney house, from which those of that name in town

probably originated. The principal ones remaining

are Albert and Theodore Turney, J who reside not far

from this old " colonial." Rufus Turney was town

clerk from 1867 to 1870.

The present town clerk, Daniel Maloney, was born

in the " colonial" on the Bennitt place. He served

from 1872 to 1873, and from 1874 to 1880. He is the

only one who served as town clerk who has not be-

longed to a colonial, family, though he was born in a

colonial house

!

The Turney house was set fire to, but the flames

were either extinguished or it failed to burn.

The house occupied by Burr Lyon, deceased, owned

then by Isaac Jennings, was the first one fired and

the first rebuilt.

Dr. Hull must have given up his house to Mr.

Eliot within ten years, as he lived awhile with Justin

Hobart, and his daughter Eliza was born in that

"colonial" (No. 3). In time he purchased the house

which stood close to the road in front of the residence

of Gen. E. S. Parker, who is spoken of in the " Ameri-

can Cyclopedia" as one of the most eminent men of the

Iroquois nation, and who served on President Grant's

staff' and became commissioner of Indian affairs.

The present home of Gen. Parker, formerly that of

Col. Robert C. Wetmore, a descendant of Quarter-

master Richard Hubbell, "one of Fairfield's most

fearless defenders," belonged once to Dr. David Hull,

and here stood the " colonial" in which he lived and

died. This house was fired in common with the I'est,

but was saved from destruction, though the fire

* W. A. Beers, in the Soulhporl Times, 1880.

f The other four were the Turney and Bennitt houses ; also one

which stood on the site of the residence of the late Mr. George A. Phelps,

a wealthy New York merchant and ship-owner, occupied for a long time

hy Miss Sally White ; also one standing in front of the house occupied

by Gen. E. S. Parker. A picture of this house ia owned by Miss Eliza

Hull.

J Sous of the late Andrew Turney.

burned through into the sitting-room, destroying in

a great measure the base-boards, which Dr. Hull

would never have replaced while he occupied it. He
died in 1834, aged sixty-eight.

His two daughters, Mrs. John C. Sanford and Miss

Eliza Hull, are yet living, and are in possession

of several portraits of " ye olden time" and articles

made a century or so ago. He was uncle to Com.

Isaac Hull, and brother to Gen. William Hull, born

in Derby.

It is said of the doctor that few lived more beloved

and respected. He was distinguished for talent as a

physician. He practiced in Fairfield more than foi'ty

years, and was conspicuous as a husband, a neighbor,

and a member of the Christian Church.

During the occupation of Boston by the British a

number of families left that place and took refuge in

Fairfield. Among them was the family of Rev. An-

drew Eliot (Sr.), D.D., a patriotic and faithful min-

ister, who himself remained in Boston in the dis-

charge of his appropriate duties. Dr. Eliot was born

in 1718, and graduated from Harvard in 1737. He
became pastor of the new North Church in Boston in

1742, and filled that position till his death, in 1778.

He was elected president of Harvard University, but

declined the honor. Some of his family (Mrs. Sarah

Squire, Mrs. Dr. Hull, and his son, the Rev. Andrew

Eliot). found a permanent home in Fairfield. His

son Andrew was called to succeed.»the Rev. Noah Ho-

bart (see " Colonial," No. 3) in 1774. Dr. Atwater

speaks of him as a ripe scholar, a prudent, faithful,

and beloved pastor. Benjamin Silliman, speaking of

him, says :
" In my early days much company resorted

to Holland Hill,—not a few lodging-guests,—and it

was a favorite excursion from Fairfield, especially

with young people of both sexes ; and in Mr. Eliot's

family there were sensible and agreeable daughters.

The reverend gentleman was not forgotten by his

Boston friends, even by the great. On one occasion the

celebrated Governor Hancock" (see "Burr Family"),

" president of Congress, drove up to Mr. Eliot's with his

coach and four horses, and while he made his call the

coachman drove farther up the road to find a place

wide enough to turn the horses and carriage" !

It is said that Mr. Eliot came down from Holland

Hill to build his own fires in the church. The seats

were mere benches, such as were used in school-houses

at that era. His salary was three hundred dollars per

annum. When the parish was destroyed by fire in

1779 his people told him that, being crippled finan-

cially, they could not do as well by him as others

could ; but his noble manhood shone beautifully in his

reply :
" I've been with you in your prosperity, and

I'll stay in your adversity ;" and he stayed. He entered

the following historical note on the church record

:

"1779, July 7th.—A part of the Biitish army, consisting of Britons,

Germans, and American refugees, under the command of Maj.-Gen.

Garth, landed in thia town from a fleet commanded by Sir George

Collier.
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"In the evening and niglit of the same day a great part of tlie build-

ings in the town-plat wore consumed by Bald troops.

"July 8th.—In the nioniiiig the mccting-housn, together with the

Church-of-England building, the court-liouse, prisoris, and almost all

the principal buildings in the Society were laid in ashes.

" Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised Thee, is

burnt with fire, and all our pleasant things are laid waste.

" The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away.

" Blessed be the name of the Ijord.

"AH things work together for good to them that love God, to them

who are the called according to His purpose.

" Alleluia 1

" The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. Amen 1"

Dr. E. E. Rankin quoted these notes one hundred

years after they were written, and said, " In subse-

quent times of prosperity and safety these sentiments

have not been wholly lost."

Mr. Silliman, in speaking of Mr. Eliot as a teacher,

writes: "Mr. Eliot was a thorough scholar, and Avas

so fully imbued with classical zeal that he was not

always patient of our slow progress. He, however,

devoted himself with great zeal and fidelity to our

instruction in all good learning that was adapted to

our age and destination, and carried us safely through.

He was most faithful during the more than two years

that we were his private pupils." (Mr. Eliot pre-

pared Mr. Silliman for college. )
" Mr. Eliot took great

delight in reading aloud to us from the '^Eneid.'

Being excited and animated both by the poetry and
the story, he evidently enjoyed the subject, and would
fain have imparted to us a portion of his own enthu-

siasm."

Mr. Eliot, wife, and daughter lie within the only

inclosure of an iron railing in the old ground in Fair-

field. The daughter, Mary, aged twelve, died first,

then the father, whose inscription reads

:

" In Memory of the

Eev. Andrew Eliot, A.M.,

born at Boston, Mass., Jan. 11, 1745.

Ordained pastor of the first

Church of Christ in Fairfield,

June 22, 1774, in which station

he served God with fidelity until

Sept. 2G'i', 1805, when he

rested from his labors, in the 03^

year of his age and 32'' of his ministry.

" They that be wise shall .«hine as the brightness of the firmament,
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and
ever."

His wife's reads

:

" In Memory of

Mary Eliot,

Relict of the late

Revi Andrew Eliot,

and Daughter of the

HonWe Joseph Pynchon,

of Boston,

and Mary hie Wife.

She was born at

Brookfleld, Mass.,

was married July IS)"",

1774,

and died Decemf lO"",

ISIO,

in the 62^ year of her age.

Her flesh rests in hope."

22

Of their daughters, Euth married Dr. William Uurr

Nash, Elizalxdh married (iershom Uurr, Mary mar-

ried Joy, fallier of Andrew Eliot Joy, of Bridge-

port, and Susan married Itev. Nathaniel Ilcwit, D.D.*

(Sec "Colonial," No. 5.)

Mr. Eliot's "mother waa Mary Pynchon, of Spring-

field, Mass., a lineal descendant of William I'ynclion,

who settled Springfield with Jehu Burr, of Fairfield."

Among the old tombstones in Fairfield is tlie fol-

lowing, to
" Mrs. Sarah Sfjuire,

wife of Capt. Joseph Sipiire,

and daughter of the late Ueverend Andrew Eliot, D.D.,

of Boston,

died 3'' May, 1799, in her 44"' year."

They lived in the house 'on the V or angle of the

two roads converging near Capt. John Gould's estate.

This was then a private residence
;
only half of it wa.s

plastered for years. It was the style through the

State to erect a large frame, and finish as the owners

were able.

The name of Squire was one of repute and respect-

ability. David Squire lost both hands in the Revo-

lution. John Squire's house stood on the site of

George's Hotel. Samuel Squire was commissary in

the army. Probably when Andrew Eliot, Jr., went

to visit his aunt Mary Squire he became interested in

Miss Sophia Wasson, who lived across the way with

her mother, in a house belonging at present to Mr.

Albert Turney. A tombstone in the old ground to

her father's memory tells a portion of his history.

" Capt. John Wasson,

died at New York,

Nov. ll'i', 1797, in

his 43'i year;

was removed to

this place March
23<i, 1708."

Mr. Eliot called at Mrs. Wasson's one Saturday

morning, and iu an interview with Miss Sojihia asked

her to become Mrs. Eliot on the following day. It

came so sudden to her that he consented to call iu

the evening for the reply. On conferring with her

mother, who favored it, knowing her daughter's sen-

timents regarding the young minister, she said, as she

was baking, she could as well bake some cake, so they

could pass around some cake and wine, and she (the

daughter) could look and see if she had a white dress

ready to wear: if she had there was nothing to hinder

the marriage. He called in the evening, and the re-

sult was that next morning the banns were duly pub-

lished in church, and in the evening the white dress

was worn and the cake and wine passed. This Rev.

Andrew Eliot (3d) was pastor of the Congregational

Church in New Milford, Conn., where his people were

greatly attach'jd to him, and always speak of him iu

endearing terms.

After the removal of the Eliot tamily by death and

marriage, the house came into possession (by pur-

* See Burr Genealogy.
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chase, probably) of Edmund Darrow. In time, Peter

Burr Sturges owned it, and resided there for several

years. Here he died, and his heirs disposed of it to

Mrs. Henry Burr. The house is in excellent condi-

tion. It was finished with panelings and mouldings

of delicate workmanship, which have been preserved

carefully, and for the time and place it was a suitable

home for Rev. Andrew Eliot, the scholar, patriot, and
Christian.

5. The Home of the late Jonathan Sturges.—This is

located in the part of Fairfield known as Mill Plain.

The name of "Sturges" is a historic one. The
earliest account of the family is that of Peter Stur-

ges, who settled in Fairfield in 1680. When Fair-

field was burned. Judge .Jonathan Sturges and his

family were among the fugitives, leaving all their

ancestral records, of date prior to and following their

emigration from England, to destruction.

Jonathan Sturges (1st) left a will, bearing date

1711, in which he devised property to his three sons,

Jonathan, Peter, and David. For his eldest son,

Jonathan, he had already built upon the site of the

old homestead. From conformity of dates and cir-

cumstantial evidence, it appears that his son Samuel
graduated from Yale College in 1732. He married

Ann Burr, and was the father of Judge Jonathan
Sturges. The latter was a successful lawyer; for

several years a member of Congress while that body
held its sessions in Philadelphia, and was one of the

judges of the Supreme Court of this State until his

infirmities comj^elled his resignation. He was greatly

valued and respected by his fellow-citizens. He mar-

ried in early life Deborah Lewis, born in 1742, daugh-

ter of Lothrop Lewis, who came to this town from

Barnstable, Mass., and mai-ried, in 1727, Sarah, daugh-

ter of Jonathan Sturges (another branch of the Sturges

family). (See " Colonial," No. 9.)

Judge Jonathan Sturges kept up the English style

of going to Circuit Court on horseback with his sad-

dle-bags, and would be gone a month at a time. His
life is well stated on his tombstone in the old ground
thus

:

" In memory of the

Honorable Jonathan Sturges, LL.D.,

wlio was horn Aug. 2H, 1740,

and (lied Oct. 4, 1819,

aged 79 years.

" He sustained with high reputation from an early period a number
of the most important offices in the gift of his native State, and was an
efficient member of Congress under the confederation wliich vindicated

the rights and the independence of the United States. "Wise and prudent
,ns a statesman, inflexibly upright as judge, a faithful friend, an affec-

tionate' parent, and, above all, an exemplary Christian, his friends have
an assured hope that in his sudden deatli he passed into glory and re-

ceived the welcome of his divine Master."

The following is found in the " Life of Benjamin
Silliman," vol. i. p. 24:

"Judge Jonathan Sturges, a noble gentleman, was an ornament to the

town. He was a graduate of Yale (in the class of 1759), and, although
seven years later than my father'si= class of 1752, they were Iriends and

* Gen. G. S. Silliman.

contemporaries at the bar, at wliich both were eminent practitioners.

Mr. Sturges was a member of the House of Representatives of the United

States when convened in New Vork in 1789, in the first year of the

Presidency of Gen. Washington, and the evening years of his life were
devoted to the bench of the Supreme Court of Connecticut.

" Witli a tine person, he had the superior manners of that day, dignity

softened by a kind and winning courtesy, with the stamp of benevolence.

Judge Sturges had a large family, sons and daughters; the sons were

gentlemen in sentiments and manners, and the daughters refined ladies,

partaking of the blended traits of both parents. They were all amiable

and intelligent and pleasant: some of them were beautiful. It was a

delightful female circle.''

The eldest son of Judge Sturges was Lewis Burr

Sturges, who resided in Fairfield during the early

part of his active life. He was member of Congress
;

for several consecutive years. He resided in the house
[

now occupied by Mrs. Catharine Beers, whose hus- !

band lies in the East burying-ground under this in-
\

scription

:

" The Grave

of

Augustin Prevost Beers, M.D.,

Surgeon of the

United States Navy,

who died

on the 8th of June, 1831,

aged 28 yeai-s."

The Hon. Lewis Burr Sturges moved to Ohio, where
he died at an advanced age.

Capt. B. Lothrop Sturges, another son of Judge
Jonathan Sturges, lived in Southport. In 1800 he

built the house at present occupied by David Banks.

He was a farmer and a merchant. He built a large

schooner, which when it went out of Southport har-

bor was prophesied to bring back a fortune; but the

first voyage proved the only one for Mr. Sturges, as

the French took the vessel as a trophy in the war
known as the French war, which occurred about that

time.

Mr. B. L. Sturges died in 1831 at the old homestead,

leaving one son, the late Jonathan Sturges, the " mil-

lionaire merchant," and three daughters. He mar-

ried Mary Sturges, who belonged to the family on
Mill Plain. Her brother, Dimon Sturges, owned the

property on which the late Jonathan Sturges built his

house in 1841. He purchased these premises from

Hezekiah Sturges, a son of Dimon Sturges, in 1835,

for the use of his mother and sisters, the former of

whom died in 1840.

About 1840 there were many changes in the build-

ings around the green. The old church (Episcopal)

was entirely obliterated, the society building in South-

port. Many of the old houses were repaired or re-

placed by new ones, which called out some excellent

poetic effusions ; one was by the late Mrs. Julia M.
(Beers) Burr, and another was introduced to the pub-

lic by the widow of the Rev. D. H. Short, D.D.

Both were copied through the papers.

Mr. Sturges did not spend all his time on Mill

Plain, as this was only his country-seat, he having

been engaged in commercial interests in New York,

whither he went in 1823 with such intent. He was

eminently successful.
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. Having obtained a situation with Mr. Luman Heed,

he rose by successive gnidos to l)e the liead of the

firm. He also built the present stores, and after leav-

ing business occuiiicd the office in the store which

his sons now hold. He married an accomplished lady,

Miss Mary Pembcrton Cady, a descendant of the fam-

ily who gave the name to " Penibertou Hill," IJoston.

She was the mainspring in his prosperous career.

She was trained in a literary atmosphere, her father

being editor for many years of The Virginia Herald,

one of a few papers published in the whole of that

State. He died in 1874.

The late family interments, marked by beautiful

and appropriate monuments,—viz., the late Mr. J.

Sturges, his son, Arthur P. Sturges, a Princeton stu-

dent, and daughter, Amelia, wife of Mr. Pierpont

Morgan, and grandchildren,—are in Fairfield East

burying-ground.

The homestead and city mansion are alternately

occupied by Mrs. Sturges (who is largely associated

with benevolent institutions) and her son, Henry C.

Her other sons, Frederic and Edward, have also hand-

some estates in Fairfield. Her daughter, Mrs. William
H. Osborne, and husband, are largely identified with

the artistic, benevolent, and best interests of New
York City.

6. Wakhfcin, the Home of the Osgood Famili/.—About
thirty-one years ago the Rev. Samuel Osgood came to

Fairfield to find a boarding-place, and possibly to

locate for himself a home. He purchased a tract,

not far from Fairfield depot, that no one would hardly

accept as a gift, it scarcely being a sheep pasture for

quality, overrun with cedars and cumbered with plenty

of stones. This property he rescued from the wilds

and made it to blossom as a rose, and there he built

a residence after the modern cottage style of architec-

ture surrounded by smiling and joyous nature. The
apparently worthless natural incumbrances upon the

place he converted into ornaments. The stones and
rocks made fences, recesses, grottoes, monuments,
trellises, and landscape-finishings. On a beautiful

lawn near the house is a life-size figure of Dante,
brought from Italy. It stands on a pedestal bearing
this inscription

:

" Tour own Poets Iiave saiil,

For we are also His offspring."

In the rear of Dante is a ledge of rocks which ap-

pear as if Nature had some intention in arranging
expressly for the purpose for which they were used,

—to commemorate the poets. The names of Emerson,
Longfellow, Bryant, Chaucer, Tasso, Dante (1265),
Alfieri, Petrarch, Shakspeare (1564), Goethe, Schil-

ler, Corneille, Milton (the day this name was en-
graved an English oak was set out over the rock
bearing it), Wordsworth, Keble, Scott, Homer, and
Virgil are carved in individual rocks at various
angles, about and over which graceful ferns and
shrubbery throw a charm. The whole combination

is beautiful and poetic. The inscription, "The groves

were (lod's first temples," is very befitting.

On a solitary rock not far from the wayside is this

text and injunction, " Know thyself," which was

written over the door of the temple of Apollo, and

originated with the poet Menandcr. Dr. Osgood

gave this special prominence, as he felt it should be

the foundation of every man's character.

In another direction is tlie ecclesiastical part of the

ground, in which the beauties of the place are ascribed

on one rock to " God;" on the next to " Our Father;"

and lastly, "In Christ." "God our Father in Christ"

is the thought tliat pervades this place. Three stones

form a complete and natural jiulpit. On the rock

forming the right side is engraved " God is Love ;"

on the one forming the left side is "Glad Tidings."

The scriptural quotations in view are :
" Blessed are

the pure in heart : for they shall see God ;" " Where
the spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty ;" " Honor
thy father and thy mother." Again, one sees "The
Comforter," "The Holy Spirit," engraved on other

rocks.

On another rise of ground is a long stone on which

is engraved "The Prophets;" on another is " ^Vatch

and Pray." At the base of the undulation is the key

to Christian progress, written in stone :
" To do justly,

love mercy, and walk humbly with thy God." This

section is called Carmel, and not far from here is the

dedication of the ground :
" To Truth : A Student's

Offering," and is on the central group or ledge of

rocks. This rock bears also the monogram adopted

by Dr. Osgood, in which P is combined with X
; the P

signifying Chi and the X rho, so that the two sig-

nifications are blended in Chirho, a Greek word mean-

ing " Christ." The P also denotes pax, Latin for

"peace;" so the motto of his adoption is "Christ and

Peace," or "Peace in Christ."

Another nook is devoted to the family, where, on

the various rocks, are engraved the initials of each

member of the family, and on the return of each

birthday a floral decoration of the corresponding

stone is the order of the celebration. A large vase is

the centre-piece.

Not far distant one is reminded, from the long

stone underlying a bank on which is engraved in

excellent lettering, "Consider the lilies of the field,

how they grow," of the Sermon on the Mount.

On another slope is a circular opening, formed by

rock and trees, dedicated to sentiment. On one stone

is the word " Psyche," on andther rock is " Strong

Song of God, Immortal Love," the first line of Ten-

nyson's " In Memoriam."

Near the street is the patriotic group of rocks, on

which are noi\le names of history, "Alfred," "Lin-

coln, 1865," and " Washington." On a huge rock

close by the street a fairy - like structure, called

" Union Tower," composed of cedar, has a com-

manding view. On this rock is cut " God and our

Country. 1862."



332 HISTOKY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

Dr. Osgood was born at Charlestown, Mass., in

1812. He graduated from Harvard in 1832, having

been prepared by Dr. Willard Parker
;
completed his

theological course at the Cambridge Divinity School

in 1835
;
preached in the West and South about two

years ; took charge of the Unitarian school in Nashua,

N. H., in 1837 ; was called to the Westminster Church

in Providence, R. I., in 1842, and in 1849 went to the

Church of the Messiah, New York, as the successor of

Dr. Dewey, where he remained twenty years. After

this he took orders in the Episcopal Church, but, owing

to various and extensive literary duties, did not take

the entire charge of a parish.

Dr. Osgood was a delegate to the International

Peace Congress ; was a member of the New England

Society, the Historical Society, the Century Club, and

the Union League Club
;
president of the Fairfield

Improvement Society, and of the Memorial Library.

He was also president of the Fairfield Centennial

Commemoration. He compiled the record of that day,

which is a valuable contribution to the centennial

histories of the country. Fairfield was to him the

loveliest of earthly paradises. In its praise he was

unceasing, in acts for its welfare persistent, enthusi-

astic, and lavish. He was a voluminous writer, both

for periodicals and of books.

He died April 14, 1880, at his New York residence,

in the sixty-eighth year of his age. His remains were

brought to Fairfield and interred in the Oak Lawn
Cemetery, in a retired spot which he selected a few

years since, and corresponds with his own home for

thirty years. Mill Eiver ripples at its base, and the

native trees sough above him. Last year he had a

large stone conveyed thither, upon the top of which

a Maltese cross was erected. The pedestal, a native

rock, bears this inscription: "God is our Rock.

1879." This stone, his home, and his literary works

are his undying monuments.* He intended to reside

permanently in Fairfield when he retired from public

life, and have a common interest with the people.

His home is a lasting memento of his great intel-

lect.

7. The Home of Frederic Branson.—^This was orig-

inally the place where Dr. Dwight lived and wrote

the poem of " Greenfield Hill," published in 1794.

When Dr. Dwight left his charming home for New
Haven, Dr. Oliver Bronson purchased it. His son

Frederic heired this property, the other sons being

settled elsewhere.

* His tombstones are of granite. His headstone contains:

" Samuel Osgood

Doctor in Divinity,

Born in Cliarlestown, Mass., Aug. 30, 1812,

Died New York City April 14tli, 1880.
"

' Peace I leave with you.'

"

This is headed by the monogram before referred to, signifying " Peace

in Christ."

On the footstone is the Maltese cross, under whi^h is " Sursum Corda,"

which, interpreted, means "Lift up your hearts." Under this are the

initials "S. 0." in monogram.

About ten years since the old part, built for Dr.

Dwight, was removed, and a new addition was made
to the other portion of the house.

On the eastern slope of Greenfield Hill, in a roman-

tic locality, lies an estate of soine two hundred and

fifty acres, owned by Mr. Frederic Bronson, which

has been in the Bronson family for nearly a century.

This is one of the finest country-seats in the State.

8. The Residence of the Late Governor Gideon Tom-

linson.—This house is exceedingly plain and unpre-

tentious. It was erected by Sturges Lewis, of Fair-

field, about 1780. He married a daughter of Samuel

Bradley, Esq. ; neither of them lived but a short time.

It was then occupied by Dudley Baldwin, a promi-

nent lawyer, who married a sister of Mrs. Lewis, a

widow of Hanford Wakeman.
The spotted fever was raging in New Haven in

1794. Dudley Baldwin went there to see his sister,

who was prostrate with it. He took the fever, and

died in three days. A monument in the Greenfield

ground contains this to his memory and to that of

others of the family

:

" Sacred

to the repose of the dead &
the meditation of the living.

Dudley Baldwin,

an eminent Counselor,

an ardent patriot,

a faithful friend,

died 29th March, 1794,

Aged 41.

Sarali Baldwin,

his wife,

whose virtues endeared her

to the best of husbands,

died 3 Dec, 1795,

Aged 37.

Abraliam Baldwin

lies buried at Washington.

His memory needs no

marble. His country

is his monument, her

constitution his

greatest work.

He died a Senator in

Congress, 4 March, 1807,

Aged 52."

After Mrs. Baldwin's death the house reverted to

Walter Bradley, who rented it to Rev. Mr. Samuel

Blatchford in 1796 ; he preached in this parish a year

or so, then went to Pequonnock. It was sold to

Samuel Broom, of New York, and repurchased again,

and was rented to Rev. Mr. Horace Holly, who kept

the academy and preached here from 1805 to 1808,

and was then settled in Boston. Mr. Holly brought

with him the first piano ever seen in Greenfield.

The house was afterwards rented for several years,

until it was purchased by Gideon Tomlinson, LL.D.

(born at Stratford, Conn., Dec. 31, 1780), a lawyer,

who married a daughter of Walter Bradley. " He
graduated from Yale 1802 ; became eminent as a law-

yer at Fairfield; was a member of Congress 1818-

1827; Governor of Connecticut 1827-1831; and United
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SWites senator from 1831 to 1837."* He died Oct. 8,

18*'4. He is described as being a very correct man,

also slow and sure.

Mrs. Tomlinson survived him till 1880, when the

house was sold to Miss Agnes Murray. The remains

of both Mr. and Mrs. Tomlinson were interred in

Stratford.

9. The Habitation of Burr Sherwood.—This was a

perfect museum,—not of animals, but of dirt and cu-

riosities. Mr. Burr Sherwood was really an eccentric

man, and as long as his large monument in Oak Lawn
remains it will be pointed out for generations, and his

story told to listening ears. He was born in 179-

and was colonel in the home militia. He was a fine-

looking young man, and rode a milk-white steed the

envy of many.

As the changes occurred in the family, such as is

the lot of all families, in which all parties are removed

by death or marriage, it happened that he lived en-

tirely alone. He dwelt in the house built by his

father, Abel, from whom he also inherited consider-

able property. He did his own cooking and his own
housework, but one thing was evident : he never did

any sweeping. His furniture and crockery indicated

that the family had been in good circumstances, but

the most motley collection of articles ever gathered

was there. When away from home he always had his

hands full homeward bound ; if nothing more, a stone

in each hand, or a ribbon, a string, a paper, or a bit

of iron. One room was devoted to papers of all sorts,

Avhich probably were sent to him on account of his

connection with the Southport Chronicle. These

papers Avere heaped high in one corner of the room.

He had considerable of a farm, which grew up to

cedars. All the old iron or wheels or chains, and
things apparently worthless, he readily purchased.

Why he took a fancy to live thus or spend his money so

strangely, nobody seems able to account for. He was
well educated, and had quite a library, which seemed
to be devoted to law, love, and piety, with some mis-

cellaneous works. He also owned a house in South-

port, not far from the depot. He, however, lived on
Mill Hill till a tragedy occurred there which rather

intimidated him. One evening he heard a knock at

the door, to which he responded by opening to the

applicant, when two men seized and gagged him. He
Avas about eighty years old at this time. They injured

him greatly, breaking out his teeth, etc. He, hoAvever,

managed to escape from the burglars, Avho came to rob

him. After that he resided in Southport till he died,

in March, 1879. He probably then fell doAvn stairs

and broke his neck, as he Avas found doubled up at the

foot of the stairs, as if he had missed his footing or lost

his equilibrium. People missed him, so they per-

suaded the authorities to investigate his mysterious

disappearance, and they found him as described

above. He died as he lived,—alone. He Avas eccen-

* See Johnson's Cyclopaedia.

trie in his wardrobe as avcU as in other ways, yet he

was never known to be discourteous, as he wan a gen-

tleman of the old H(;hool even to the last.

After his death his effects Avere sold at auction,

which drew a crowd. Many bought some of his arti-

cles for their intrinsic valu(!, others purchased to se-

cure a reineml>rance of the odd old things that shall

assist in commemorating his eccentricities for untold

years.

His neighbor, and probal)ly a distant relative,

David H. Sherwood, is the administrator of Burr

Sherwood's estate.

The whole of Mill Hill was formerly owned by one

family of Sherwoods, but ])y marrying it ha.s j)assed

into different branches, and somewhat into the Bulke-

ley name.

Burr Sherwood and his brother Abel having de-

ceased not many months apart, John, David H., and

Arthur, three brothers, are the representatives of the

Sherwoods in that section. Capt. Edwin Sherwood,

of Southport, comes in another line.

David H. Sherwood and P. T. Barnum ran the first

moAving-machine (a Ketchum) in this county. There

could not be found two men in the country Avho Avere

so ready with Avit or jokes on all occasions as the last-

mentioned couple.

Mr. David H. Sherwood has always been interested

in the Fairfield County Fair. At the time he Avas

associated Avith Barnum everything from California

was so immense, in grain, fruit, or stock, that Avhen

entering some of the latter for Barnum,—which Avas

no less than some donkeys,—Mr. Slicrwood entered

them as "California Rabbits,"— a joke relished

greatly by the great showman.

The Sherwood family have married into all the

families in town from the early date of its settlement.

One representative in Southport Avas the late Dr. Jus-

tin Sherwood, Avho Avas a graduate of Yale Avith Dr.

Denison, of Fairfield. Their systems of practice Avere

antagonistic, yet both Avere successful and highly es-

teemed, and they died within a few months of each

other.

THE HULL FAMILY.f

Joseph Hull, born 1594, of St. Mary Hall, Oxford,

took his first degree in 1614, and Avas in 1621 insti-

tuted rector of Northleigh, a parish adjoining the

vicarage of his brother William. He arrived at Bos-

ton May 6, 1635, and Avas the first minister of Wey-
mouth, Mass. He Avas freeman of Massachusetts and
Plymouth, a delegate to the General Court.s of both

colonies, and the jiioneer and founder of Barnstable,

on Cape Cod. He removed to Maine in 1641, and
Avas minister at the celebrated Isles of Shoals, at York,

and at Oyster River. He died Nov. 19, 1605. Mr.
Hull remained Avithiu the jtale of the Established

Church, and by the Puritans was suspected of episco-

jial, if not prelatical, tendencies. He Avas the life-

t Coutiilmtoii by A. B. Hull.
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long opponent of the Massachusetts Bay Company,

and Governor Winthrop informs us that he was a

contentious man and ran a different course from the

Boston party in both civil and ecclesiastical affairs.

His descendants are found chiefly in Rhode Island

and New York.

Tlie parentage and birthplace of the Hulls are not

known. Two well-defined family traditions have

been traced back to early colonial days. One, trans-

mitted by the descendants of George, of Fairfield,

states that three brothers came from Old England,

and that their immediate descendants located in Con-

necticut, in Massachusetts, and in Rhode Island.

It evidently refers to George, John, and Joseph. The
otlier tradition, found in the Rhode Island family

(descendants of Joseph), is to the effect that their an-

cestor claimed descent from the family long seated at

Larkebeare, in St. Leonard's parisli, Exeter, Devon-

shire. Still another tradition has it that their father

was also a clergyman, but this may point no farther

back than to the brothers William and Joseph, both

episcopally ordained. The probabilities are that

their father was a substantial yeoman or thrifty

burgher of Somerset, and that he claimed descent

from the Larkebeare Hulls.

Mr. George Hull, the second of these brothers, was

born about 1590. He and his daughter Marie are

named in the vicar's will. To George was given a

reversionaiy interest in an annuity issuing out of cer-

tain premises in Broad-Windsor in county Dorset,

and to Marie a legacy of ten pounds. He came over

with the West-Country jDCople in the great ship " Mary
and John," Capt. Squeb, which sailed from Plymouth,

in Devon, March 30, 1629-30, and arrived May 30,

1630, at Nantasket (a point afterwards named Hull,

in honor of his brother Joseph), and thirteen days

before the arrival of Governor Winthrop at Salem.

They located at Mattapan, and named their planta-

tion Dorchester. These first comers, chiefly from

Somerset, Devon, and Dorset, " were many of them
persons of note and figure," and Mr. Hull was dignified

then, and always after, with the title of "Mister" or

" Master," " which but few in those days were." He
took the freeman's oath May 14, 1633, and it is con-

jectured that he then for the first time attached him-

self to the Dorchester Church, and it does not appear

that he thereafter took any active pai't in the ecclesi-

astical politics of the times. The same year he was

a member of the town council which established the

municipal government. In 1633 and 1634 he was one

of the raters of the town, and he and Capt. John
Bursley (who married his niece, Joanna Hull) were

the tax commissioners. In 1635 and 1636 he was

elected one of the selectmen " for the ordering of the

plantation."

Mr. Hull was deputy from Dorchester to the first

General Court held at Boston, May 14, 1634, the most

notable body of representative men assembled among
the founders of New England, which curbed the

power of the theocracy by assuming to themselves the

right of law-making ; and " no country on earth,"
j

says Judge Savage, " can afford the history of any
'

event more interesting to its own inhabitants."

In 1635 his brother Joseph, rector of Northleigh,

arrived with many people out of Somerset and Dorset,

and with twenty-one families, including his own, sat

down at Wessagusset, now Weymouth, but which
until the fall of the year remained within the terri-

torial jurisdiction of the town of Dorchester. Thus
for a short time the three brothers, George, John, and
Joseph, were fellow-townsmen.

During the year 1636, George Hull and family,

and his son-in-law, Mr. Pinney (who had married his

daughter Marie), with many others,—in all, about

one-half of the first comers and grantees,—removed

to the Connecticut Valley and founded the town of

Windsor. In the same year he surveyed Wethers-

field, in Connecticut, and the records of Plymouth

colony disclose the fact that he received a grant of

land at Green's Harbor Path in 1637, perhaps in com-

pensation for professional services as a surveyor.

He Avas representative from the town of Windsor

to the first General Court assembled at Hartford, May
1, 1637, which declared war against the Pequot In-

dians, and by the spirited measures adopted is mem-
orable in the history of the times. He continued to

represent Windsor every year until 1646, when he

removed to Fairfield, where he made purchase of

several tracts of land. After his removal to Fairfield

he was elected deputy to the General Court most of

the time to the year 1656.

He was the personal friend and political adherent

of Governor Roger Ludlow. He emigrated with him
from England in 1630, removed with him to Connec-

ticut in 1636, and, jointly with him, obtained from

the court in 1638. a grant of the monopoly of the

beaver-trade on the Connecticut River. When Gov-

ernor Ludlow went to Fairfield, Mr. Hull soon fol-

lowed, and was selected by the court his assistant or

lieutenant in the military operations of the year 1649

;

and in 1651, and again in 1653 and 1654, he was ap-

pointed by the General Court as associate magistrate

for the towns of the " Sea Side," being in this ca-

pacity the assistant of Mr. Ludlow, the magistrate.

Mr. Ludlow embarked for Virginia in 1654, and Mr.

Hull, though frequently thereafter elected by the

people as their deputy, is not again appointed an as-

sistant magistrate by the court.

He was twice married. His first wife—mother of

all his children—died before his removal to Fairfield.

She was probably Elizabeth, daughter of Henry Rus-

sell, who died at Weymouth, in 1640, leaving a small

estate to his "only child, Elizabeth Hull." After

June, 1654, he married Sarah, widow of David Phip-

pen, or Fitzpen, of Boston, by whom there was no

issue.

He died in 1659, aged about seventy years. He was

public-spirited, active, and intelligent, and as a legis-

i
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lator and magistrate was imstrumental in establishing

two of the free and enlightened coninionwcialtlis of

New England. Cotton Mather distinguished lurn

with a place in his great hook, and also places his

brother Joseph in his "First Classis" or list of "P'irst

Good Men." Mr. Trumbull, historian of Connecticut,

groups him with those whoso names are worthy of per-

petuation, and Mr. Stiles, historian of Windsor, tells

us that he was a citizen of worth and distiiiction.

One of the pioneers of Fairfield not mentioned per-

sonally was George Hull, who was born in 1590.

Cornelius Hull, of Fairfield, Conn., born in 1G26,

married Rebecca, daughter of Rev. John and Sarah

Jones, of Fairfield. Mr. Jones was episcopally or-

dained in England, and came in the ship " Defense"

from London in 1635 ; was ordained pastor of the

Concord Church April 6, 1637 ; removed with many
of his parish to Fairfield in September, 1644. Upon
the occasion of his marriage, in 1653, Mr. Hull, by

deed of gift dated November l!)th, granted to his son

Cornelius a homestead farm in Fairfield, and Novem-
ber 24th he purchased a homestead lot of three acres

in the village. Cornelius followed his father's profes-

sion,—that of a surveyor. He was representative to

the General Court for many years,—1656-60, 1662-65,

and 1667. In 1675 he was lieutenant of the Life-

Guards, and in 1676 lieutenant of the Fairfield com-

pany, and was out in King Philip's war, in which

service he received a grant of land in 1677. He left

a will dated Sept. 16, 1695.

Hull.—This English sui'name is taken directly from

the names of places and localities. It is the old Eng-
lish and Welsh word for the Anglo-Saxon Ibill, the

French montagne, the Latin moiis. The oldest estates

and manors in the West of England giving names to

families were Hull in Cheswardine, Salop ; Hull in

Arcenefeld, Herefordshire (the La Hulla of Domesday
Book) ; Hull in Piereholle, Staffordshire ; and Hull in

Taretone, Devonshire (corrupted into Hole by the

Norman scribes in Domesday) ; and it is probable

that all bearing the name of Hull, and also many
bearing the name of Hill in the West counties, derive

from families originally resident or holding lands at

the above-named places. Several of these families

can be traced back to the days of the Norman kings,

when the name was written De la Hull, Del Hull, or

La Hull ; but the subsequent adoption of aliases—such

as De la Hill, Du Mont, De Monte, De la Montague
—has thrown all of these pedigrees into endless con-

fusion. It was not uncommon for a West county

family to have an alias down to a comparatively re-

cent period,—such as Hull alias Hill or Hill alias

Hull,—which resulted, in many instances, in the

final adoi^tion of the more euphonious form of Hill.

CJIAl'TEJi XXX I J.

PAIHFIELD (Continued).

MISCELLANEOUS.

Fftii-ficlil GravoyarilH—The HiiroiiKli "f f nitliport—Tli<; Soiitlijiort Na-

tional Blink—The Suutliport Havingn-Iiank—Tlie Librari<-«—The Ll-

liniiy of 1781)—Tliu Gicenllolil Mljiaiy—Mill Kiver Social I>lljrary

—

'J'lic Greenniilil I.iljrary of IHDO—The Soiithport Public 8<;Ii<kiI Lihrary

—The Liljiaiy Associutinn of Mill Plain-The Tliird Greenfiehl Li-

brary—The Second Library at Sontlijxjrt—Tlie Memorial Librar)'

—

The Schools—The Southport "
'i'injes"-The Fairfield Academy—The

Samp Mortar Hock.

As Fairfield was settled so early in our county's

history the graveyards* are very old. The town

records and the tombstone inscriptions are all that

are left to tell the doings of Fairfield's first settlers.

The first burials were made in the Pequonnock,

Fairfield old, and Mosquito Hill grounds. Those in

the latter had no stones at all to mark the places,

and, being located near the shore (west of Phipp's

Beach), through the action of the winds and the

waves tjiey have been mostly washed away. In the

other two grounds there was often no stone to mark

the final resting-place of the dead; and if there

were any, there was no mark intelligible to later

generations. Then, as people had a little more time

and could command tools, they improved on their

first monuments, as they made a few rude initials,

with the date of the year, carved in the stone in its

original condition. On this account the Pequonnock

(or Stratfield) ground is a curiosity, the contour of

some of the stones being very irregular. The first

feeling of the beholder is that he is in some foreign

country,—that he is evidently not at home.

The burials of the first era are marked by no stones

;

those of the second are indicated by the use of a com-

mon rough stone, unwrought; the third, by the blue-

stone imported from England. These stones are of

excellent quality, and, being susceptible of very high

polish or having great smoothness, are not so readily

covered by moss. The fourth era is marked by free-

stone
; the fifth, by marble or granite. The fashion

of carvings, designs of " grinning deaths," willows,

urns, and monograms seems to mark ditferent eras

also. The different expressions, " In Memory of,"

"Departed this Life," "Died," "Obt.," also seem to

indicate different parts of the century, as does the

orthography,—" Here lyes ye," etc. Then, again, the

long epitaph or the reverse, the utmost simplicity, is

in vogue at various times, an illustration of which is

here given. The first is taken from Fairfield old

ground, and is the longest one found :

" Hero lies the Body of Thomas, Son to M' Ebcnozor M" Mary Bei^

tr.-im. He was Born February 22, A.D. 1764, * Died July 2S'>', A.D. 17(U,

Aged r) months & G Bays.

"Happy the Babe, who, privileged by Fate

To Shorter Laliour and a Liirhtor weiitht,

Kceeiv'd but yesterday the Gift of Breath,

Order'd to-morrow to Keturu to Death.

* Extracts from " Fairfield Tombstones," by Mrs. Kate E. Perry.
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" Since all the downward Tracts of Time
God's watclifiil Eye Surveys,

Oil, who So wise to Clioose our Lot

And Regulate our ways ?

" Since none Can doubt his Equal Love,

Unmeasurably kind,

To his unerring, gracious will,

Be Every wish Resigned.

" Good when He gives. Supremely good,

Nor Less wlieu He denies,

Even Crosses from his Sovereign hand
Are Blessings in Disguise."

The shortest is from Fairfield East ground, and is

simply,—
" David Hull, M.D.,

Ob. 1834, JEt. 68."

Probably there is not a person in town not familiar

with Dr. Hull's name and reputation as a very suc-

cessful and beloved physician.

The genealogist likes the following style, as it as-

sists greatly in his research (the point referred to is in

italics)

:

"In Memory of Mrs
Deborah Osborn,

Consort of Mr Daniel

Osborn, Jnn"', & Daugr

of Col.Abraham Gould,

who departed this Life

July 28, 1T8.5, Aged

22 years & 3 days.
"

' Death is a debt to Nature due,

Which I have paid and so must you.' "*

A few are here given as curiosities in tombstone

lore

:

" Here lyes Buried ye Body of

Benjamin Wynkoop of Fairfield.

He was born in New York
May ye 5th, old stile, 1705, &

departed this Life Sept 1st, 176G,

in ye 62 Year of His Age."

To read these old stones intelligibly, it is necessary

to bear in mind that " previous to 1752 the English

legal year began with March 25th, though the change

to January 1st as the beginning of the year, adopted

by Catholic nations in 1582, had been gradually gain-

ing ground. To prevent confusion between the two

•styles it became usual to write all dates occurring be-

tween January 1st and March 25th with double year,

thus :
' Feb. 22, ITSi,' meaning that the year under

the Old Style would be still 1731, while by the New
Style it would be 1732. Under the New Style another

change took place, by which ten days should be added

to all dates previous to 1700 and eleven days to those

between 1700 and 1752."t For that reason one finds

a birth on the church record in near the first part of

February ; on referring to the town record the same

is registered in the last part of January, showing that

the change was not uniformly adopted. As an illus-

tration of the above the following is given

:

* See Fairfield Ground.

f Redfleld Genealogy gives this explanation.

" Here lyes Buried ye

Body of Mrs Ann
Allen, Wife to Lieut

Gideon Allen,

Who departed this life,

Mar 14th, Anno Dom.

174%, Aged 72 years."

The oldest inscription familiar to the historian so

far reads

:

" Here lyes ye Body

Joseph Phippene,

Aged about 26

years. Died ye 10*

of July, 1712."

The letters are all in capitals. It is a very short

stone, just high enough for five lines of inscription.

The margin is broad and richly carved.

Two others :

" Here

lies interr'd the body

of Doct' Thomas Hill,

who died March 8»>,

A.D. 1781, in the 36*

Year of his Age.

"Some hearty friends shall drop a
^^^^

On our dry Bones and saj'

Those once were strong as mine appear

And mine must be as they."

" Here lyes ye Body

of Sarah Burr,

the DAUGHTER of

Peter Burr, Esq.,

Aged about 16 years.

Dec. —
1—7—2—3."

The month indicating her death is lost, as the slate

has scaled off. The year is stretched across the stone.

Another

:

" Here lies ye body

of Abigail, ye wife

of Joseph Gorham,

who died January

ye 23'i,
172J,

Aged 31 yeai's."

/was " old stile" for J.

Another

:

"In
Memory of

Lieut. Gideon Hawley,

who died

Sept. 11. 1784.

Aged years.

Gideon, son of

Gideon & Hannah Hawley,

died Jan, 6, 1788.

Aged 3 years & G months.

" Death, like an ovei-flowing stream.

Sweeps us away; our life's a dream.

An empty tail; a morning flower.

Cut down and wither'd in a hour."

Another :

"In
memory of

Grisel,

wife of

Gershom Osborn,

who departed this life

January 1th, 1820,

Aged 76 years."
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" Grisel" and " Gershom" were common names in

Fairfield, but they, like the dead who bore them, are

objects of the past.

Another

:

Another

:

" Horace

Bon of

Walter & Lucretin

Sliorwood

torn Aug. 13, 1811,

iSi ilrown'd

June 15, 1816.

"of such 19 the kingdom

of God.'

"

" Here lies the

Body of Peter

Burr, son to M'
Thad' & M" Abi-

gail Burr, died

Sep' ye 13*^, 1745,

in ye 15"' Year of

Iiis Age."

The next is a slab, though it says

:

"This Monument
is put up in Memory
of M' Gei-sliom Burr."

The next has a lovely face at tlie top of the stone,

the inscription beginning witli :

" The Eeader

is hereby informed

that the Body of

Thaddeus Burr," etc.

The next begins

:

" The Corruptible of

James Dennie Sayre,

son of James Sayre,

Minister of the Gospel, &
Sarah his wife, who fell

asleep on the 25"> Day of

May, A.D. 1793, Aged

almost 17 years.

Toung man trust not thy

Youth, health or strength ; Trust

in the Lord with all thy Heart,

and remember thy Creator, who is

also thy Kedeemer."

Another

:

Another

:

" In

Memory of

Stephen Morehouse,

who was drowned

Oct. 28, 1817,

JE. 30 Y'rs & G Mo.
' Behold and see as you pass by

;

As you are now, so once was I

;

As I am now, so you must be:

Prepare for death & follow me."

" Memento Mori.

Here lyes ye Body of

M' Joseph Bartram.

He was Born February

ye 21"t, 0. S., 172S, and Died

March ye 2S'ii, N. S., 1759,

Aged .30 Yeara & 21 Day'.

" Princes, this Clay must be your bed,

lu spite of all your towel's

;

The tall, the wise, the Reverend head

Miist lie as low as oui-s."

Another

:

Another

:

Another

:

" Here lyeg Burled

the Boily of M'
Eben<'Z' r JiMiningH,

the hUHbund of Mr«

Kebeckah JenningH, wlio

died April 9"', 17C«, In ye

70 Year of lli» Age."

" Underneath

thia tomb layH the body

of Elienczer Burr, won

of W illiam & Kunice

Burr, who was born

Nov, 8"', 1783, and Died

April 8"', 1784, aged G

months.

The parents' Joy in-life was lost

in death,

To be found in Christ."

" To the Memory of

M" Althea LaniBon, wife of

The Rev'l M' Joseph I.amson,

and Dau" of the Kev'J M' James

Wetmore, Bector of Rye in

New York Province,

Who departed thia Life ye S'li of Feb', 176C, Aged 44 Years."

Another

:

" In memory of

Samuel Squire, Esq.,

Who departed this Life

27"' May, 1801,

Aged 86 years.

*' Praises on tombstones are but vainly spent.

Assured life to come is our best monument."

Another

:

" In memory of Noah Jarvis, son of Mr. Isaac & Mrs. Lydia Jarvis,

who died May y 19, 176G in y O"" year of his age.

" He on the waves of watere graves

The last breath he did fetch

:

In blooming youth to tell the truth.

Death did him quickly snach."

There was an old burying-ground on Mill Plain,

thought at one time to contain the oldest stones, but

the boundaries and the site are now only traditional.

All that remains of it are five tombstones,* which will

probably be set in the old Fairfield ground.

As land was i^lenty, there were no particular bound-

aries given at first to the burying-grouuds, but peo-

ple, with a very few exceptions, buried their dead in

rows, in a general lot. As the Fairfield ground was

the most central and the first church was located

' These stones contain tributes to

:

(1)

(2)

(3)

W

(5)

" Mr. Abraham Adams
who dei^'d Aug. ye 9"', 1729,

in ye SO* year of his age."

" Mi:s. Rebecca Brown,

dec'd June ye 3^, 1730,

In ye 75"> year of her age."

" Mr. Beiviamin Lines,

Dec'd February ye 2l»<, 1732,

In ye l-i"" year of his age."

" David Jennings, son of

Mr. Joshua and Mi's. Rebecca .Tennings,

Dec'd March ye 9"', 17;!5, Aged 10 months.'

" Mrs. Esther Lord, aged 07 year^."
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there, it was natural that it should be the most used.

The one on Mill Plain was in the rear of or near the

first Episcopal church. In all probability, the burials

made there were on "common or undivided land,"

which in time was apportioned to various individuals,

and, as generations succeeded, these portions passed

to different owners
;
and, being disused for burials,

all traces of this ground are lost. Mr. Frederic Stur-

ges owns the original site of it.

Another reason : The second Episcopal church

being built near Mr. Henry Rowland's, the burying-

ground in Fairfield was used jointly by the two de-

nominations. The old ground being filled, a new oue

was a necessity
;
but, as the town would not harmo-

nize on the location, two cemeteries were laid out

simultaneously,—one to accommodate Black Rock
and such other portion of Fairfield as would prefer a

burial there, and the other to accommodate South-

port, Mill Plain, and Fairfield. The former (once

owned by Mr. Jonathan Lewis, who possessed all that

square) was in the rear of the Methodist church; the

latter was on the Southport road, opposite, in later

years, the original site of St. Thomas' (Catholic)

church.

These cemeteries were calculated for a certain num-
ber of lots capable of holding a specified number of

persons, for each of which lots a sum of three dollars

gave a "warranty deed, fee simple," for all time.

Many "took up" a lot without paying; others pur-

chased, and they or their posterity are holders of the

deeds.

As Green's Farms and the Pequonnock ground

were originally in Fairfield, the early inhabitants were

buried in them. A very few gravestones were erected

previous to 1700, but they were not in general use till

about 1730 or 1740. The grounds mentioned above,

with Greenfield ground (Greenfield was the name
given to Fairfield Northwest Parish Oct. 12, 1727),

contain the dead whose burials occurred from the

above dates till 1827.

The first interment in the East ground is marked

by a stone which contains

:

" The Grave of

Eliza Burr,

wife of

Sillinian Burr,

wlio died

Feb. 11, 1S27,

aged 31 years."

The first interment in the West ground was that of

Robert Pike, in 1830.

There is apparently a large vacant space in one

corner of the old ground, which would make it appear

to a stranger as if there was no necessity for a new
ground, but on investigation it will be found that

this portion was used exclusively for slaves and the

poor.

The old way of settling a town was to select a site

for a church, a town-house, a school, a burying-

ground, and a green or parade-ground, and these were

for the public benefit. Buying a burial-plot in this

country is a recent custom, except in large cities.

Southport, Mill Plain, and Fairfield placed their dead

in this old ground for years. Some bodies have been

removed to other resting-places, but the most of the

illustrious dead of Fairfield for two hundred years

lie here.

In 1865 the citizens who possessed due reverence

for their ancestors had a mortar-laid wall built to

preserve this old Fairfield burying-ground.

It is a wonderful coincidence that many of the

original owners (and their descendants for three or

four generations) of the " colonial" houses lie in this

inclosure.

Fairfield West Parish (now Green's Farms), like

Stratfield, had a graveyard of its own ; likewise Fair-

field North Parish (now Greenfield) had a ground to

itself, but the latter has more antiquity, as it is said

this was an old Indian burying-ground. The Indians

buried their dead six feet deep, but they permitted

the whites to use their ground, providing they would

not bury deeper than four feet.

As the Indians passed away the whites continued

to use it till it was full, and then they would have

been obliged to extend this old ground or lay out a

new cemetery had not Southport obviated that neces-

sity by creating a cemetery of grand proportions for

a rural community. The East ground was well occu-

pied, the old, or middle, was disused, the West in-

adequate, and Greenfield ground was full ; so a num-
ber of Southport gentlemen—Messrs. Benjamin Pom-
eroy, William W. Wakeman, Moses Bulkeley, Warren

D. Gookin, Jonathan Godfrey, Edwin Sherwood, John

A. Alvord, Oliver H. Perry and his sister Delia, George

Bulkeley, and Frederic Marquand—formed an asso-

ciation, Dec. 29, 1865, under the Statute Laws of Con-

necticut, and purchased a portion of land lying be-

tween Greenfield and Southjiort, along the bank of

Mill River. This has been laid out in beautiful walks

and drives. The land being undulating, it is diversi-

fied by " glade and glen" and groves. The grounds

are sold to parties wishing to purchase, and in conse-

quence many people of wealth have contributed freely

towards making their final resting-places compara-

tively as attractive as their earthly dwellings ; so that

the Oak Lawn Cemetery—named from a huge oak

near the entrance—is rich in copings, inclosures,

monuments, and tributes to departed friends. Here

are stately monuments erected to the bearers of the

names of Pomeroy, Wakeman, Bulkeley, Gookin,

Sherwood, Alvord, Perry, Black, Nichols, Beers,

McLean, Osgood, Jennings, Hull, Dimon, Goodsell,

Ogden, Godfrey, Banks, and many others.

A portion of the East burying-ground is elegantly

laid out, with the inclosures of coping and velvet turf

In the summer the dead appear as if inclosed in a

sarcophagus of flowers labeled in beautifully carved

marble. Here are the names of Sauford, Curtis,

Phelps, Thorp, Gould, Lyon, Rowland, Hull, Brown,
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Jennings, Betts, Smith, Sturgcs, JoncH, Jc«u)), CogH-

wcll, Rogers, Wilson, and liurr, bcsidoH liowts of

others, many of wlioin were tlie occnj)!ints of the beau-

tiful mansions of Fairfield which have been standing

from a quarter to half a century.

It is not an uncommon occurrence to find the mem-

bers of a family buried in three cemeteries, which

does not greatly facilitate the work of the historian

or the genealogist.

In the old ground this inscription is found:

" AV. p.

This Monument is erected

by Mis. Molly Pike

to coniniemorate her Husband,

Mr. William Pike,

who died April !»',

isoo,

in the 65"' year

of his age."

In the West ground a stone is

" Sacred

to the memory of

Molly Pike,

widow of

William Pike,

who departed this life

15th Sept., 1834,

Aged 74 Years,

After having discharged a mother's duty to

15 children.

" Behold, and see what death has done

!

This is the race we all must run,

Eepent in time, while time you have:

There's no repentance in the grave."

In the old ground is found a stone erected

*' In Memory of

Cap« Eliplialet Thorp, •

who departed this Life

Sept. 1", 1795,

in the 50 Year

of bis Age."

He died of yellow fever; he was father of Mrs.

Molly Pike. She married (1) Jonathan Darrow, who
was taken prisoner by the British, and died on their

prison ship. He left one son, Jonathan. In 1779 his

mother took him and her sister and their colored fe-

male slaves to the woods and remained till the danger

was over. She married (2) William Pike, who was

lieutenant under Gen. Washington. Of their four-

teen children there are two living,—Capt. Julius

Pike, of Southport, who formerly ran a packet from

Charleston to New York, now is in his eighty-third

year, and his sister, Charlotte, widow of James Perry,

of Fairfield Woods, now eighty-seven. These chil-

dren were born in Southport. Three of them were

lost at sea,—one a young man eighteen years old

;

another, Capt. William, who started on a voyage

with his vessel from Charleston and was never

heard from afterwards
;
Capt. Robert, who lies buried

near his mother, and has this inscription to his

memory

:

" The Grave

of

Capt. I^d)<^rt Pike,

wlio dcparl-nd thin life

on Barucgat Beach.

After humanely preserving the

lives of his crew from Hhipwreck

in the nieinorable gale

on the O'l' of iJccendjer, IsiiO,

agcil 37 years, II months,

and (i days.

"Beliold, vain nioiials, fleeting forms

Beneath this day-cold sod

;

Here lies, a prey to nauceons worms,

The noblest work of <iod."

In this West ground is this inscription :

" In memory of

Capt. John F. Langley,

who was born in New Market, N. II.,

Nov. ZO'h, 1810,

and, together with his crew,

was lost on

Eaton's Neck, Long Island,

in a snow-storm,

Feb. 4t\ 1845,

Aged 25 yeais, 2 mo.,

& 14 DAYS.
" He's gone and left me here below

To mourn liis loss w ith grief and wo.

But God is just : may I be still.

Since 'tis my heavenly Father's will."

Another stone in the same ground contains

:

" To the memory
of

Aaron I. Huliliell,

Born Feb. 22nd, 1807,

and came to his death liy the

Melancholy loss

of the schooner ' Reeside,' which

was wrecked in the

severe snow-storm of

Fkb. the 4th, 1845,

on Eaton's Neck, Long Island,

Aged 37 yeai-s, 11 mo.,

& 12 Days.

This stone

commemorates

the affectionate regard

of the bereaved mother of

him whose earthly remains

repose beneath.

May he rest in peace!"

Among the epitaphs in the East ground are

:

" Died

in the hopes of the Gospel,

Euretta,

wife of

Jeremiah T. Denison, M.D.,

the 7'1> of February, 1844,

In the 33 ye.ar of

lier age.

Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord "

Another

:

" Here rests in hope

of a glorious immortality

the mortal renuiins of

• Leander JI. Sauimis,

who dieil

Nov. 5, ISoll.

M. 25 yi-s., C mo., & 6 d's.
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"ITnvail tliy bosom, faithful tomb;

Take this new treasure to iliy trust,

And give tliese sacred relics room

To slumber in the silent dust.

So Jesus slept. God's dying Son,

Pass'd thro' tlie grave & blest the bed.

Best here, blest saint, till from his throne

Tlie morning break and pierce the shade."

Another

:

" Capt.

Kufus Knapp,

son of

John & Esther

Knapp,

Born in Fairfield,

Dec. 7, 1813.

Sailed from New York

for Liverpool in the

Ship ' Leviathan,'

Nov. 24, 1853.

We waited, watched, and hoped, but no tidings ever came.

"Sad, dark, mysterious thy fate and hard to bear, yet pleasant remem-

brances crowd the memory, and like a halo of light relieve the sadness

and best bespeak thy worth."

There are more epitaphs and odd inscriptions in

Greenfield ground than in all the other grounds in

Fairfield. Here are a few specimens

:

" In Memoi-y of

Cap* Ebenezer Hill,

Son of

Deac" Joseph Hill,

who departed this Life

March 27ti', 1798,

in the 57* year

of his age.

He was virtuous in Life, and resigned in Death."

The next stone contains

:

"In

Memory of

Marel, wife of

Capt. Eben' Hill, who died

Oct. 26, 1820, in her

76 year.

"She was the mother of six sons and throe Daughters.

" In life she was industrious, equinomical, and virtuous, and in Death

happy."

Another

:

"In

Memory of

Uriah Burr,

who died Oct' 12, 1813,

M. 27.

" Learn
,
ye who view the silent tomb,

And round its borders tread,

I was cut down in perfect bloom

And number'd with the dead.

" As j'ou are now, so once was I,

With youth and health adorned

;

And soon like me you here must lie,

A helpless prey for worms.

" Then seize, oh seize, the transient hour,

Make sure your peace with God

;

Touth, like the morning flower,

Is blasted in the bud."

Another

:

" Francis Samuel Bulkley,

BOrn at Black Hock, Ct.,

June 3, 1811.

Died in New York

March 30, 1855.

" Death teaches heavy lessons hard to bear.

And most it teaches us what we have lost

In losing those who loved us."

Another

:

" In

memory of

Elijah Banks,

who died

April 12, 1840,

in the 50"" year

of his age.

" The beloved partner of my heart.

Which Heaven so lately gave,

'Tis called with earth for Heaven to part

And left me here to grieve.

But soon, ah ! soon, we'll meet again;

In Heaven we hope to dwell,

Free from all care and toil and pain :

Then, dearest one, Farewell !"

Another

:

"A * in glory,

Henry B. Banks,

Died

July 20, 1854.

JE. 32 Y'rs & 4 mo.
" Yes, again we hope to meet thee,

AVhere no farewell tears are shed

:

Jesus' precious blood hath bought thoe,

And thou speakest all-thougli dead.

" He being dead, yet S])eaketh.—Heb. 17 : 4."

Another

:

" Sacred

To the memory of

Abbey Bradley,

wife of

Silas Wakeman,
& Daughter of

Nathan & Clarine Wheeler,

Who Died

June 19, 1842,

aged 34 year

& 8 mos.

" Farewell, my partner & children dear

;

Prepare for death while I sleep here."

Here is a memento of the late war

:

• " Amok
Patriae

DtlCIT.

Francis B. Merwin,

Co. I, 23'i Reg' C. V.,

Died in the service

of his Country

at Lafourche, La.,

Apr. 17'i>, 1863,

Aged 23 yrs.

& 11 mo.

Erected by his young associates,

A last sad tribute of their affection

and esteem for their departed comrade."

Another:
" Sacred

to the memory of

Hosea Hulbert, M.D.,

who departed this life

April 5, A.D. 1825,

in the 80"' year

of his age.

Quiescat in pace."

He built the house occupied by Mr. Henry Bradley,

and resided there. He was an antagonist in practice

to Dr. Rogers.

St. Thomas' ground is a new one, and in conse-

quence has had but few burials in it. It is a neat

little ground, belonging to the Catholic church.
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There are some fine stones and monuments here. Of

the latter one large one bears this

:

" Eev. Tliomiu) Mullen,

Obiit Aug. 5, 1877.

iKtat 33.

Requiescat in Pace."

He was greatly beloved by his people, and respected

by all. He died under these trying circuinHtanccs

:

There was some unpleasantness existing between

John Conklin and George Allen, whereupon the

latter shot the former, the wound proving fatal.

Eev. Mr. Mullen attended him faithfully as long as

life was spared, but, being troubled with the heart-

disease, the excitement was so gi-cat that he fell down

dead. Allen was sent to prison for life.

There are several very sensible inscriptions in this

ground; then, again, there are sentiment and epi-

taphs. Here is one

:

" Miirtha Ann,

daughter of

Gamaliel & Jane

Smith,

Died Nov. 17, 1870.

M. 9 y\-s, 10 D's.

May her soul rest in peace ! Amen.

"We loved her! Oh. no tongue can tell

How much we loved her or how well

:

God loved lier too, and thought it best

To take her home with him to rest."

Another

:

"Father!

Michael Kincella,

died Sept. 19, 1872.

JE. a yrs.

May his soul rest in peace!

We miss thee."

As an introduction to the records of the Oak Lawn
Cemetery, Mr. 0. H. Perry wrote therein an elaborate

and excellent history of tlie burying-grounds of the

town, which has suggested many items in this jiaper.

Associating the present " colonial" houses with Fair-

field old and the Greenfield burying-grounds, a good

idea of the colonial times may be evolved into an in-

teresting history. The East and West grounds will,

with the homes erected in the early part of the cen-

tury, bring that history down seventy-five years later

;

while the historian in the next century will look to

the extension of the East ground and Oak Lawn for

the people of to-day.

There are, however, owing to the conflagration of

1779, many names of note, the bearers of which

neither lived in " colonials" nor had they odd in-

scriptions ; neither does space give them " special"

history, but a worthy mention is due them. They are

those of Allen, Barlow, Thorp, Lewis, Brewster (of

whom was Capt. Caleb, who died in 1827, aged seventy-

nine years, and " was a brave and active officer of the

Revolution :" so says his tombstone). Fowler, Knap,

Whitehead, Bartram, Benedict, Eev. Joseph Webb
(one of the founders of Yale College), Ely, Trubec,

and Squire.

The only ground kept now under any system is the

Oak Lawn, which has a perfect directory. Up to date

there have been four hundred and thirty-five buriak

in it. There is a directory of the other grounds now
being compiled for public use.

For information on th(! subjet^t of burying-grounds

credit is due to Mr. Kamuel Wil.soii fguiiHiuitlij, Mr.

Charles M. Johnson, Mr. Ebcnezer Burr, Mr. David

Banks, Mr. Oliver Perry, Capt. Julius Pike, and Mi«8

Annie E. Jennings.

THE BOROUGH OF SOUTHPORT.*

The charter of the borough of >SoutIiport was

granted May 2(;, 18.31, and the first borough-meeting

was held .July 4, 1831. At this meeting the following

officers were chosen; Jonathan Bulkeley, Warden;
Ebenezer Dimon, First Burgess ; Charles Perry, Sec-

ond Burgess ; Andrew Bulkeley, Third Burgess ; Jus-

tus Sherwood, Fourth Burgess; Jesup Alvord, Fifth

Burgess; Wakcman B. Meeker, Sixth Burgess; Simon

Sherwood, Treasurer ; Julius Pike, Bailiff. The last

borough-meeting was held Dec. 30, 1854.

THE SOUTHI'ORT NATIONAL BANK.*

This bank was chartered as a branch of the Con-

necticut Bank of Bridgeport, January, 1832, and

called "The Connecticut Branch Bank," with Jere-

miah Sturges president, Jonathan Bulkeley cashier.

J'rancis D. Perry was elected cashier Dec. 20, 1839,

in place of Jonathan Bulkeley, resigned. In 1844,

Jesuj) Alvord was elected president, to succeed Jere-

miah Sturges, deceased. In 1847, Wyllis Atwater was

elected cashier, to succeed Francis D. Perry, resigned.

In July, 1851, the connection with the Connecticut

Bank ceased. The bank obtained an independent

charter, and was known as "The Southport Bank,"

with Jesup Alvord president, and Wyllis Atwater

cashier. In 1852, Wyllis Atwater resigned as cashier,

and Francis D. Perry was elected instead.

Jan. 2, 1865, the bank adopted the national bank-

ing system, and was known as "The Southport Na-

tional Bank." In February, 1865, Francis D. Perry

resigned as cashier, and E. C. Sherwood was chosen

to fill the vacancy. June 19, 1865, Jesup Alvord re-

signed as president, and Francis D. Perry was chosen.

The capital of the bank has been one hundred thou-

sand dollars from the organization as a branch to the

present time. The surplus at present is twenty-seven

thousand dollars.

THE SOUTHPORT SAVINGS-BANK.*

The Southj)ort Savings-Bank was chartered by the

General Assembly at its May session of 1854. It was
organized in September, 1854, by the election of the

following board of managers : President, Frederick

Marquand
;
\'ice-Presidents, William W. Wakeman,

Edwin Sherwood, Augustus Jennings ; Trustees. Jesup

Alvord, Moses Bulkeley, George Bulkeley, Oliver H.
Perry, Ebenezer Jesup, Simon Sherwood, William

* By varSjus contriLutors.
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Bulkeley, Allen Nichols, Jonathan Godfrey, Samuel

A. Nichols, William Bibbins, John Gould
;
Secretary

and Treasurer, F. D. Perry. Only six of this board
|

now survive.

Deposits were first received Sept. 25, 1854, in the
{

Southjjort Bank building. A new structure was
|

erected, opposite the Southport National Bank, for

the savings-bank and occupied June 24, 1865, nearly

eleven years after its organization, and then having

on deposit $287,655.41. The present amount of de-

posits (April 24, 1880) is $524,056.18.

Present board of managers : President, Frederick

Marquand
;
Vice-Presidents, Edwin Sherwood, Au-

gustus Jennings, Jonathan Godfrey
;
Trustees, George

Bulkeley, F. D. Perry, W. B. Meeker, O. B. Jennings,

Oliver Bulkeley, Paschal Sheffield, George Bulkeley,

Jr., Francis Jelliff, Franklin Bulkeley, Benjamin A.

Bulkeley, Simon C. Sherwood, Royal G. Skiff, John H.

Wood, Edward Henshaw, Ebenezer Monroe, John H.

Gorham
;
Loaning Committee, F. Marquand, Edwin

Sherwood, and F. D. Perry
;
Auditors, L. F. Sherwood

and Henry Davis
;

Secretary and Treasurer, 0. H.

Perry.

LIBRARIES.

The writer is indebted to Dr. Dunham and Miss

Catharine A. Blakeman, of Greenfield, Mr. J. F.

Jennings, of Southport, and the Bridgeport Standard

for the following

:

The first puhlic library in the town of Fairfield was

established about 1790-1800, and disbanded about

1850. It was originally a stock concern. The only

account so far advanced is taken from an old bill,

in which it is stated that Alfred Perry, in 1827,

"bought of the executors of the estate of David

Beers, deceased, at public vendue, one share in Fair-

field Library for fifty-five cents." Some of the books

of the original library are in the present Fairfield

Library.

The second library was established in Greenfield in

1813. Each share in the library was sold at two dol-

lars and fifty cents. The original by-laws, sub-

scribers, and catalogue of books are in possession of

M. V. B. Dunham, M.D., of Greenfield Hill. Among
the subscribers' names are those associated with the

colonial houses, some of whom took two shares,—viz.,

Rev. William Belden, Walter Bradley, David Hill,

William B. Nash, A. D. Baldwin, Gideon Tomlinson,

Gershom and Daniel Wakeman. They each paid a

yearly tax of fifty cents. For keeping books beyond

the allotted time there was levied a fine, and every

one was mulcted some time.

As people may be curious to know of what libraries

were composed in the pre-novel age, a quotation from

the catalogue is given :
" ' Spectator,' 8 vols. ;

' Ram-
bler,' 4 vols. ;

' Lives of the Poets,' 4 vols. ; Rollins'

' Antient History,' 8 vols. ;
' Coelebs,' 2 vols. ;

' Prac-

tical Piety,' ' Christian Morals,' ' History of Charles

Twdvth,' 'Vicar of Wakefield,' 'Life of Calvin,'

Clark's 'Palestine,' 'Robinson Crusoe,' Jay's 'Ser-

mons,' " etc.

The third library was founded in Southport in Feb-

ruary, 1830, under the name of " Mill River Social

Library." In this the cost of life-membership was

ten dollars. Of' life-members there were Jeremiah

Sturges, Hezekiah Davis, Julius Pike,* Simeon Sher-

wood, and Joseph Bulkeley.

The fourth was formed in Greenfield in May, 1830,

when the members agreed to constitute a joint stock

by subscribing five dollars apiece. This time they

purchased Arnott's "Physics," "Phrenology," Gib-

bons' " Rome," " Geology," and works of a similar

character.

The fifth was at the Southport public school, which

was established in 1858 by Mr. Frank D. Brinsmade,

the principal of said school, who raised by public

exhibitions a sufficient sum to purchase two hundred

volumes, of which there are only two known to be in

existence.

The sixth is the "Library Association of Mill

Plain," abbreviated to " L. A. M. P.," which was es-

tablished in 1871. The founders were Miss R. S.

Carew, Ebenezer Burr, Jr., and Mrs. Burr Perry. It

was originated by the latter, and began with no pub-

lic meeting, but was started with one dollar by Mrs.

Perry for capital. It has a circulating library of more

than seven hundred and fifty volumes, has been suc-

cessful, and retains its popularity. It is the only li-

brary organization in the town that has never changed

its principal officers. It has been largely augmented

through the donations of Mr. D. M. Redfield and his

sisters, Mrs. Lounsbury, of Portchester, and Mrs. John

Abendroth, of New York.

The seventh library was founded in Greenfield about

the time the " L. A. M. P." was organized, and had

for a nucleus the remains of its former libraries. The

people of Greenfield preserve a warm interest in its

laehalf. It also numbers over seven hundred and fifty

volumes, and is a decided success.

The eighth was organized in Southport in 1875.

Two hundred and fifty dollars were subscribed by

private individuals, which sum was increased by

yearly dues. This library was given to the temper-

ance organization.

The ninth, and last, was the " Memorial Library,"

given to Fairfield in 1876 by Mr. Morris W. Lyon,

who donated the generous sum of one thousand dol-

lars for its establishment. Mr. Lyon is a native of

Fairfield, but for the past twenty-four years has resided

in New York, where he still has a collegiate institute

for boys. The original directors were : Rev. Drs. E.

E. Rankin (who, leaving town, resigned), Samuel

Osgood (who deceased while he was its popular and

efficient president). Rev. James K. Lombard (present

president), and Messrs. J. H. Glover, 0. B. Jennings,

Deacon Samuel Morehouse, and Deacon H. W. Cur-

* Only living member.
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tis (deceased). At present it has a circulation of one

thousand volumes.

Mr. Lyon has recently added a larj^c sum to the

original gift, and proves himself a benefactor to the

literary world and to liis native town.

The Mill Plain school also owns the "American

Cyclop;edia" complete (tliis is also in (jlrcenfield and

Fairfield libraries) ; so that, with the reference books

in all the public libraries, the readers in Fairfield are

well accommodated. But, this being a wealthy town,

there is not that need of circulating lil)raries which

there would be if so many private individuals had

not such extensive ones of their own.

SCHOOLS.

The first reference to schools in the old town records

is under date of Dec. 27, 1661, as follows

:

" Whereas y town hath formerly voted y' y« school-maBtcr shall hnvo

ten pounds towards his wages out of y« town-rate ; and it is now ordered

for y fifteen pounds y' remains of his wages it sliall be paid Ijy y° master

and parents of sucli Children as need teacliing from six years old and

upwards; and if any shall send their Children under six years old or

girls they shall he esteemed payable scholars."

From that time to the present a lively interest has

ever been manifested in the educational training of

the youth, and the schools of Fairfield have ever been

ranked among the best in the State.

The old academy on Greenfield Hill was one of the

leading educational institutions of tlie day. It was

established by Timothy Dwight, D.D., and conducted

by him about twelve years. In 1838 it was being

conducted as a young ladies' seminary, but has long

since been abandoned.

For present condition of the schools, see General

History.

THE SOUTHPORT TIMES.*

The managing editor of this popular family news-

paper is Henry A. Van Dalsem, and it is issued early

every Friday morning. It entered upon its third

volume Nov. 1, 1880, and since its first issue has been

twice enlarged to meet public demands ; whicli tells

its own story of successful growth.

Independent in i:)rincii)les, clean in its utterances,

and representing the interests of Southport, Fairfield,

Mill Plain, and Greenfield, it meets with a cordial

welcome at pretty much all the family firesides in the

town of Fairfield. Besides its managing editor, it

has a corps of contributing editors, who, residing in

the several villages which make up the township, not

only write up the current news of their respective lo-

calities regularly each week, but also contribute orig-

inal articles of pertinent interest. Its columns are

also enriched with frequent communications from the

leading literary, agricultural, and commercial people

of the vicinity, which makes the journal invaluable

to many subscribers in various parts of the country

who claim Fairfield as their native town, and who

* By \V. A. Beers.

through this jjleasant medium are kept in regular

correspondence with relatives and acquaintancefi.

While the Times jiresents each week a carefully-

condensed digest of ail tJiat is going on in the world,

and is l)r(!e/,y and gossijjy, strict care is observed that

its tone shall always be pure and wholesome. Abreast

with the times as to tojjies and Hcntiment, conserva-

tive in politics and religion, fresh and interesting in

matter, it merits the success attained.

THE FAJRFIELD ACADEMY.

This was orgiinized Nov. 4, 1802. The largest sub-

scriber was Gershom Burr, who gave sixty dollars to

the fiind. The first charter granted was in 1804, and

was given to Hon. Jonathan Sturges and Samuel

Rowland, Esq., as they were appointed by the pro-

I^rietors of the academy to receive the same. The
original trustees were Jonathan Sturges, Andrew
Eliot, David Judson, Nathan Beers, .Ir., and Samuel

Rowland.

The first teacher was William Stoddard, who studied

medicine with Dr. David Hull. He taught three

years; salary, five hundred dollars per annum. There

is one person living who attended the academy the

first day it was opened to the puljlic, and she is Miss

Eliza Hull.

In 1808, Matthew Rice Dutton, who was studying

under Dr. Heman Humphrey for the ministry, taught

here and occupied the position two years. He be-

came professor of mathematics, natural philosophy,

and astronomy in Yale College. He was ordained

first over a church in Stratford. He died in New
Haven.

1810.—Samuel J. Hitchcock followed as preceptor

for two years, w'ith entire satisfaction. He received

the title of LL.D., and became a professor of law in

Yale College, and was judge of New Haven County

Court. Died in New Haven about 1844 or 1845.

1811.—Samuel Turney taught for a short time. He
was a native of Fairfield. He died in 1823.

1812.—Elihu W. Baldwin taught for the ensuing

two years. He was a most estimable man, beloved

and respected by all. After a long and successful

ministry he was called to preside over Wabash Col-

lege, Crawfoi-dsville, Ind.

1814.—A Mr. Worthington followed for a short

time, when Dr. Humphrey took charge temporarily

till a permanent teacher could be found.

1815.—Orrin Fowler followed. He was born in

Lebanon, Conn., July 20, 1791
;
graduated at Yale,

1815; taught the Fairfield Academy one year; entered

the Congregational ministry; became a missionary in

the West ; settled in 1819 as pastor at Plainfield,

Conn. ; was twenty years a minister at Fall River,

Mass. ; often in the State Legislature ; in Congress

1848-52
;

distinguishj^d as a temperance and anti-

slavery orator; author of a treatise on Baptism ( 1835),

Historical Sketch of Fall River (1841) ; died at Wash-
ington, D. C, Sept. 3, 1852.
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1816.—George E. Pierce, D.D., born at Southbury,

Conn., Sept. 9, 1794; graduated from Yale, 1816, and

taught in Fairfield Academy two years. He gradu-

ated from Andover Theological Seminary, 1821 ; was

ordained pastor of a Congregational Church at Har-

winton, Conn., 1822; president of Western Reserve

College, 1834-55 ; died at Hudson, Ohio, May 27, 1871.

1818.—Henry Dutton was preceptor for the ensuing

two years. He was brother of the Mr. Dutton pre-

viously mentioned. He was a jurist, born at Ply-

mouth, Conn., Feb. 12, 1796, and graduated at Yale

in 1818, was professor of law in Yale (1847-55), be-

came Governor of Connecticut in 1854, and was a

judge of the Superior Court and Coui-t of Errors

(1861-66). He prepared several digests, compilations

of State statutes, etc. He died April 26, 1869.*

1820.—Rev. William Belden had the academy for

two years. This school had a wide reputation until

Mr. Belden had charge. There were many students

who attended it from the South, as institutions of high

rank were not numerous through the country. Mr.

Belden had a large class of youths prepared for Yale

College, but not one of them could pass examination ,'

From that date the glory of the academy began to

depart. Mr. Belden was settled as pastor of Green-

field Congregational Church from 1812 till 1821.

In 1821, "upon the petition of Gen. Gershom Burr,

Samuel Rowland, and Roger M. Sherman, Esq., agents

of the proprietors of Fairfield Academy," " at a

General Assembly of the State of Connecticut holden

at Hartford, a new charter was granted, the former

having by accident expired."

1824.1—H. Benedict was preceptor.

1825.t—C. Whittlesey occupied that position.

The trustees were men of considerable note in the

world, and all at this period (1821-30) were of much
local celebrity. They were the Rev. Messrs. Nathaniel

Hewit, Edward Hooker, Andrew Eliot, Leonard Ba-

con, Deacon David Judson, Hon. R. M. Sherman,

and William B. Nash, M.D. But with all their learn-

ing, charters, and account books, the first mention of

a teacher in all the academy records is in 1828, when

the building was leasedt to Eev. C. G. Lee, for which

he paid no rent further than to keep it in repair. He
taught this school in 1828, 1829, and 1830.

In 1832-33, A. A. Pettengill, the late editor of the

Bridgeport Standard, acted as preceptor. The next

mention in the records after Mr. Lee (1828) of a

teacher is :
" Voted, That Mr. Wallace be requested

to continue his school for another year and that he

have the use of the academy for that purpose."^

This was April, 28, 1836. Hon. Thomas B. Osborne,

lawyer, trustee, and secretary, records in 1838

:

" Voted, That Mr. Tufts, of the Senior Class of Yale

* For the above, credit is due E. E. Kankin, D.D., of Hartford, and Mr.

J. S. Burr, of Brooklyn,

f See Deacon Judson's Account Book.

J:
See Academy Book, p. 14.

I Ibid., p. 19.

College, be contracted with to take the place of Mr.

Carter, as instructor."
||

In 1839, Mr. James Tufts became the preceptor.

He now is pastor of a charge in or near Rochester,

N. Y. 1840, Deacon David Judson resigns. The
Board " Resolved to tender to him their thanks for

his great services and strict fidelity in promoting the

interests of this Institution from its first establish-

ment" (thirty-six years). Capt. John Gould was voted

in as trustee in place of Deacon Judson resigned. T[

1840-1850.—Among the teachers of this decade were

Daniel March, now D.D., with a pastorate near Boston,

Mass.,—an excellent instructor; Marsh, who
died recently while missionary to Turkey (with one

of these men originated the famous " Iron Horse," his

graduating poem at Yale) ; Benton ; Willis At-

water, brother of Prof Lyman Atwater, of Princeton,

N. J.

In 1847 it is to be regretted that the boys were very

destructive, so much so this entry is made in the rec-

ords :
" Voted, That while we desire the pupils of the

school to enjoy themselves in all reasonable sports

and recreations, we strongly disapprove and exhort

them to refrain from the practice of throwing stones

ox other dangerous missiles."

The next meeting recorded is in 1853, and the next

in 1866, making about two meetings in nearly twenty

years •!

In 1866 the rates for tuition were: For Greek,

Latin, and higher mathematics, ten dollars per quar-

ter per scholar.

Common and higher English branches, eight dol-

lars.

Primary department, four dollars and seventy-five

cents.

In 1867, E. E. Rankin, D.D., was elected a mem-
ber of the board.

In the decades from 1840 to 1870 the academy

was under the preceptorship of Mr. Morris W. Lyon,

& native of Fairfield, a graduate of Yale ; and since

he taught in the academy he has established a col-

legiate institute for boys in New York City, which

he has continued for twenty-four years. He also

founded the Fairfield Memorial Library in 1876, to

which he has donated greatly since. This library

occupies the lower floor of the academy. He also

originated the " Commemoration of the Burning of

Fairfield, in 1779," which was very successful; Rev.

Piatt T. Holly, father of Mrs. L. N. Norton, M.D.,

of Bridgeport ; Chamberlin ; Thomas H. Pease

;

Lewis Beers, a lawyer, who was established later in

Norwalk, and died, aged thirty-five; Dey;

Moore; F. S. Lyon, editor of Connecticut Re-

publican, Norwalk, Conn. ; and Geo. F. Robinson, a

graduate of Yale. In 1867, Geo. F. Robinson re-

signed. While he taught here, Mr. Thomas Rowland,

II
Ibid., p. 20.

IT Ibid., p. 21.
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an inventor and builder of monitors, presented the

academy with ii quantity of various shaped ])iocks,

which, wlien jjroperly arranged, formed a perfect

globe or ball. When nearly arranged the coins of

the i)cri()d, the i^rominent dailies, and all tlie names

of the pupils at tliat time in attoidance at the acad-

emy were placed in this ball. It was then gilded and

placed on top of the building, where it is daily seen

by passers-by.*

In 1867,t after various conferences and Rev. L. B.

Stimson's agitating the question of starting a private

school, Mr. A. P. Somes, a native of Lebanon, N. H.,

and a graduate of Dartmouth, was employed, with liis

wife, to take charge of the school, f1000 a year guar-

anteed to them by Messrs. John H. Glover, 0. B.

Jennings, A. W. Sanford, H. T. Curtis,J M. G. Betts,t

and D. M. Bunker.J The tuition per quarter of 11

weeks was raised to $10 for English, $12 ibr Latin

and Greek, and $6 for the primary. The sessions for

school were to be from nine o'clock a.m. to two

o'clock P.M., during which a half-hour's recess was to

be given.

In 1868 the committee, Ca2)t. D. M. Bunker, re-

ported the board $25 in debt, and Mr. Somes reported

the want of seats and stove, and suggests that a Web-
ster's Unabridged Dictionary would be a valuable

acquisition to the academy ! ! ! The seats and stove

were obtained ! !

!

In 1870, Mr. Oliver B. Jennings donated $100 to

the academy for the purchase of apparatus.

In 1871 the income of the school was $1250, and a

committee of Messrs. 0. B. Jennings, Samuel More-

house, and Samuel Glover were appointed to increase

the rates or guarantee a certain price. As blackboards

were needed, a better mode of heating and repairs on

the building necessary, the tuition rates were raised

to $8, $12, and $14 per quarter.

In 1872 this entry is made :
" Mr. A. P. Somes, who

has taught the academy school for a number of years,

resigned and left."^

The statement is recorded "that so many children

are sent away to school it was inexpedient to employ

a male teacher,"
||
so a Mrs. M. E. Powers, from Mary-

land, was employed, with a salary of $800 per annum
guaranteed her. The pupils then numbered twenty.

In 1873, there being some dissatisfaction with Mrs.

Powers, she resigned, and Mr. A. P. Somes returned

and took the academy, to be conducted at his own
risk, ijaying twenty-five cents jjer scholar for academy
tax. School reopened September, 1874.

In 1875, Mr. Somes was to collect an academy tax

of fifty cents per scholar for the use of the building.

1879.—Mr. A. P. Somes resigned, and Miss Lily

* Thanks to E. Burr, Jr., for tliis information.

t For aiii>lications to Rev. Ira I'ettibone ami Eev. L. B. Stinison, see

Academy Book, pp. 28-32.

X Deceased.

§ See Academy Book, p. 41.

II
Ibid., p. 42.

23

Huntingtonf completed the scholastic year on the

same terms as her j)rede(-es ;or.

An item worth mentioning is that during the time

of Mr. Somes' connection with the academy, from

1867 to 187!), there was not a death occurred among
his numerous j)tipils.

At an iiifonual iiiceting of three, tlie trustees em-

ployed Mr. Thomas E. Kochfort to take charge of the

academy at his own risk. In 1880, Mr. Koch fort re-

signed, and a vacancy ensued, which promises to be

indefinite, owing to the high grade of Ktudies and

system a(loj)ted in our free public schools and the

migratory habits of several of the wealthy families.

For more than two hundred years Fairfield was the

queen of the county : the courts were held there till

1852, or thereabouts ; its educational advantages for

both males and females ranked very high ; and it was

formerly a port of entry. It had for these various rea-

sons an envial)le re])Utation, but time has changed

all these things, and Fairfield's future glory will be

accorded from its being a town noted for its health-

fulness and beauty, as the drift of public spirit of

late expends itself mostly on sanitary measures and

a;sthetic culture.

SAMP MORTAR ROCK.

About three and a half miles from the Sound, and

near the centre of the townshii? of Fairfield, is a won-

derful natural curiosity, attractive not only for its

grandeur, but for the tradition associated with it. In

visiting Niagara one should obtain the first view by

looking upward from the foot of the fall ; here one

should take the first view from the top of the rock,

looking down into the ravine below.

Theory asserts that the origin of Niagara was

through the wearing away by the water of the brittle

stone till it formed the stupendtms cataract witnessed

at this period; it must assert that here was a modified

glacier of diluvial structure, which has suffered greatly

by some great natural convulsion.

Approaching this freak of nature from the direction

of the Sound, there is not the least intimation of any-

thing unusual till the visitor is brought suddenly

upon it. Conveyances stop at the foot of a massive

ledge of immense layers of stone, which appear to

have been regularly broken, but through some great

agency have been separated slightly. The impulse is

to stop and examine the species of stone, to note the

marked difference between the severed strata and the

under surface of the layers as they project beyond

their supports, the layers being as discernible as the

component parts of pastry when they are improperly

incorporated ; in fact, the face of the rock is ilecidedly

streaked. The top, seen from above, bespeaks granite

;

the under layer seems semi-perforated by symmetrical

indentures, as if sand-swallows had attempted to build

their nests in reversed positions. In front of this ledge

^ Now 3Ii-s. Wm. Burr, of Grocu's Farms.
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a cart-path begins, which leads up a gradual inclina-

tion, across which are large stones which appear to

bear grooves caused by much usage. The ascent is

easy, and, the top once reached, a distance of a few

rods brings one to the brink of a rocky precipice, over

which he peers cautiously and passes on mindful of

his steps, watchful that a proper margin is observed,

so that, in case of a slip or a misstep, he shall not be

instantly hurled into eternity.

After traversing a few rods the traditional mortar

—a round hole in the rock capable of containing from

twelve to sixteen quarts of corn—is found ; also the

footmarks worn in the rock by the person grinding

—

rather cracking—the corn are identified. This is said

to be the place where the Indians were wont to carry

their corn to be prepared for food.

At this point the descent to the ravine below has

already begun. Another section of the ledge is at the

left, and contains a cave accessible to an average-

sized individual, where he may enjoy a dark retreat

at his option. The contour of the rocks, trees grow-

ing from the crevices, is worthy of observation.

The ravine gained, one is desirous of obtaining a

glimj^se of the great precipice over which he so care-

fully looked a few minutes before. A few feet above

him is an overhanging rock ; several feet above this

is another, of similar form, projecting still farther,

and away above this is still another, from whose top

a birch-tree a foot and a half in diameter at its root,

with a uniform trunk of nearly a foot, rears itself as

if proud of its situation and view, apparently as se-

cure as in a forest on a level plain. At its root ferns

of the polypod species furnish a bit of trimming for

a border. Long rock-like shelves appear at intervals,

upon which one would be secure from noi-thwest

storms. From various crevices good-sized trees are

growing, where it would seem imjjracticable for plants

to obtain a root hold.

The ravine is here blocked by a mass of large rocks,

whose size is rendered insignificant from their prox-

imity to those so much greater. These rocks are

broken and detached, but if one is dextrous he may
pass through, over jagged edges, underneath a huge

rock spanning the chasm, underneath which is a

small cave, where some animals of rodent proclivities

have reveled in their feasts, and which would furnish

comfortable quarters for a hunter or a fugitive es-

caping the law.

This blockade in the ravine has evidently been,

ages ago, rock overhanging from the main ledge, and,

falling, has broken into various immense fragments.

The western portion, having an inward slope upward
from the base, remains as when first formed and
located.

CHAPTER XXXIIL

FAIRFIELD (Continued).

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

The First Congregational Church—Congregational Church, Greenfield

—Congregational Churcli, Southport—Trinity Church, Soutliport—St.

Paul's Church, Fairfield—Methodist Episcopal Church, Southport

—

Roman Catholiu Cliurch, Fairfield.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, FAIRFIELD.®

The foundation of this church was coexistent with

the settlement of the town, and the first pastor was
Rev. John Jones, from 1639 to 1664.

" This first date is five years earlier than one which
appears in a history of Concord, whence he came. He
was one of the two elders of the church in that place,

being associated with Peter Buckley, who had the title

of teacher, while Mr. Jones was pastor. He was the

son of William Jones, of Abergavenny, in Monmouth-
shire. He entered Jesus College, Oxford, in 1624, at

the age of seventeen. Coming to New England, Oct.

2, 1635, he was ordained at Concord, Mass., April 6,

1637, sustaining the relation of colleague minister at

Concord for some eight years. On account of ' the

poverty and meanness of Concord, together with the

badness and wetness of the meadows/ a seventh or

eighth part of the people of that place emigrated in

1644 to Fairfield, and Mr. Jones came with them.

These Concord people, with the previous colony from

Windsor and others from Watertown, formed the first

community, the fathers and mothers of our church

and village. Few traces are left of this, the earliest

minister of this church. He bore, according to tra-

dition, a most highly respectable character. His

jjosition and education in England gives lustre to the

occasion of his emigration, for he came when few

save those who were devoted to the cause of liberty

.

were willing to encounter for its sake trials and pri-

vations such as we can hardly estimate. At the age

of seventy he fell asleep, leaving six children.

"A daughter was married to Thomas Bulkeley,t son

of Rev. Peter Bulkley, and removed with her father

to Fairfield, where he died in 1652.

" One son, John, graduated at Harvard in 1643, and

another, Eliphalet, was the first minister of Hunting-

ton, L. L, where he died about one hundred years old.

" A copy of the will of Mr. Jones may be seen at

the Probate office, and is a document of interest.

" Rev. Samuel Wakeman succeeded Mr. Jones in

the pastoral office, and his ministry continued from

1665 to 1692. He appears to have been a man of

mark, and was one of five ministers appointed by the

Legislature in 1668 to proceed to Saybrook and de-

vise a way of uniting the churches in some general

* Compiled chiefly from a historical discourse delivered hy Dr. E. E.

Kanlun, D.D., Nov. 24, 1870.

f Bulkeley is considered as the correct orthography, though the com-
j

mon method, Bulkley, has been commonly accepted.
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plan of communion and discipline. This was forty

years previous to the adoption of the 8ay})r()ok Plat-

form, and appears to have been the first step towards

forming a religious constitution in the State.

"In 1694, Rev. Joseph Webb became pastor of the

church, and with his ministry commences its earliest

records now extant. The society records date no fur-

ther back than 1694, owing to the fire of 1779.

" The first deacon of the church whose election is

mentioned was Lothrop Lewis, chosen May 29, 1729,

and when in June, 1733, Deacon Lewis declined to

serve longer, Capt. Moses Dimon was chosen to suc-

ceed him. May 29, 1739, we have the record again

of the choosing of Mr. Lothrop Lewis as deacon.

There is the name of another deacon on the records

of the same date, for 'the church appointed Mr.

Lothrop Lewis and Mr. Samuel Rowland a committee

to take an account of the church's stock which was

in the hands of Deacon Hill, deceased, and is now to

be delivered to Deacon Diinon.' So Deacon Hill's

name probably stood in the destroyed records.

"In Mr. Webb's day some of the inner workings

of the church and society are seen. Thus, at a

church-meeting in May, 1729, it was voted that the

worshipful John Gold should set and read the Psalm,

and in case he be absent or indisposed, that his

brother, Mr. Samuel Gold, should do it.

"The Psalm was set and read in this wise : After the

minister had given out its number, this chosen leader

of song whose social position is clearly a high one,

for he is called the worshipful, rose in his place and

after reading the first line sung it with the aid of a

tuning-fork, or perchance a violin, and then reading

the second line went on with the nuisic, and so on to

the end of the Psalm. The version used was proba-

bly the quaint collection of Sternhold and Hopkins,

for although Dr. Isaac Watts was a cotemporary with

Mr. AVebb, his version of Psalms and hymns did not

come into use until a later day.

"It was not until more than thirty years after the

death of Mr. Webb, and late in the pastorate of Mr.

Hobart, his successor, that the society voted and

agreed ' that the rendering of Psalms line by line in

ye established religious congregation in this society

shall be omitted for the future.' Mr. Webb's minis-

try seems to have been a pleasant and successful one,

although it is evident from some hints in the records

that late in its continuance both he and the meeting-

house in which he preached became sadly out of

repair.

" The people showed their appreciation of his ser-

vices by voting several years in succession an annual

increase to his salary, and in March, 1732, the society

voted to call some suitable person to assist him in the

work of the ministry. Mr. Webb died at a place

called Unity, on the 19th of September, 1732, and

was brought home the next day and buried the day

after. He was a Fellow of Yale College from the

year 1700 until his death. Respecting his family no

account is found further than several of the members

lie in the old Inirying-ground.

"Rev. Noah Jlobart, who had been invited to as-

sist Mr. Webb a few months before he departed this

life, was called Oct. 30, 1732, to be pastf^r of the

church. The salary promised was two hundred

pounds, cuircnt bills of credit, or in silver money at

eighteen shillings the pound, provided he resign the

whole use of the parsonage to the society. This par-

sonage land seems to have been a somewhat extensive

tract, and it was ordered by the society to be leased.

" He accepted the call and conditions, and was or-

dained by the Consociation of Fairfield County on

the 7th of February, 1733.

" Mr. Hobart was born in Hingham, Mass., Jan. 12,

1706. He was the son of David Hobart, and grand-

son of Rev. Peter Hobart, first pastor of the church

in that town. President Dwight gave this testimony

concerning him : He possessed high intellectual and

moral distinction. He had a mind of great acuteness

and discernment, was a laborious student, was exten-

sively learned, especially in history and theology

;

adorned the doctrine which he professed by an exem-

plary life, and was holden in high veneration for his

wisdom and virtue. His ministry here covered a

period of forty years, 1733 to 1773, and was one of

great activity. He was largely engaged in contro-

versy, especially with respect to the validity of Pres-

byterian ordination, which he successfully defended.

Dr. Sprague writes of him that he lived to bury two

wives, eight children, and one thousand and ninety-

three parishioners. He died in great peace on the

6th of December, 1773, having on the Sabbath previ-

ous to his death jjreached twice with more than his

usual animation. During his ministry David Row-
land and Nathan Buckley were elected deacons. The
old meeting-house seems to have been fast hastening

to decay, and December, 1739, two disinterested per-

sons, Messrs. Edward Lewis, of Stratford, and John
Betts, of Norwalk, were appointed a committee to see

and give their opinion whether it were worth repair-

ing. Whatever the report of this committee may
have been, the society decided to make repairs, and

we may judge something of the nature of the building

by the resolutions that were passed. It was voted
' to put in new sills, two lites between the posts;, ex-

cepting where the doors are and that square where

the pulpit is dark ; the meeting-house to be covered

with white-wood siding, the seats (benches, I suj>-

pose) to be put closer together, and pews to bo built

in convenient places, to be sold to pay for these re-

pairs.' This luxury of pews (probably square with

high backs over which the children could scarcely

look) seems to ha^-e somewhat perplexed and troubled

the good people of these early days. A committee

had to be called in from Norwalk and Stratford to

say who shall have the pew places and what price

they should pay for them, and when some pei^sons

on their own responsibility erected something like
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them in the meeting-house, the society ordered these

to be removed and such persons to be hereafter prose-

cuted. Time and again afterwards at the annual

meetings of tlie society, and after a new meeting-

house had been built, it was voted ' that no person

should hire one who was not the head of a family,

that no one should hire more than one, and that no

one should bid for one unless he belonged to Mr. Ho-
bart's meeting.'

"Six years after making the repairs alluded to a

new meeting-house was ordered to be built, its dimen-

sions to be sixty by forty-four feet, and twenty-six

feet in height, with a steeple one hundred and twenty

feet high. A bell was subsequently procured and the

County Court asked to help obtain it and to use it,

with which request it is uncertain whether the court

complied.
" This bell was rung every night at nine of the clock,

and afterwards also at noon. Thus the new sanctuary

was finished, but not to be so lasting as its predeces-

sor. The bell that tolled at the funeral of Mr. Hobart,

in December, 1773, was doomed within less than six

years to fall with the burning steejile on which it was

hung.
" On the 7th of February, 1774, the society sent Mr.

Elijah Abel to Cambridge, to wait on Mr. Andrew
Eliot, Jr., of Fairfield, and as the result of this mis-

sion, Mr. Eliot was called to the pastorate of the

church on the 4th of the following April, and, accept-

ing the call, was ordained and installed on the 22d of

June, 1774. On this occasion his father j^reached the

sermon, and Messrs. Mather, Dickinson, Wells, Sher-

wood, and Lewis, all pastors of churches in the Con-

sociation of Fairfield West, performed other parts of

the service.

" Mr. Eliot was the son of Rev. Andrew Eliot, D.D.,

the distinguished j^astor of the North Street Church
in Boston, and was born in that city in 1743. After

his graduation, in 1762, at Harvard, he was appointed

to the office of butler in that college, and at a fire which
destroyed the old building lost all his personal property.

In 1768 he was chosen tutor, and in 1773 fellow of the

corporation, which offices he resigned on coming to

Fairfield. During his connection with Harvard, he

preached often and with great acceptance at Boston

and Cambridge, and brought gratifying testimonials

from the ministers there of his learning, prudence,

and piety, which his ministry of thirty-one years

among this peoj^le fully justified. Tlie society prom-

ised for his support one hundred and twenty pounds

lawful money and use of the parsonage, he to release

all claim and demand or use of lands called parson-

age lands, exce^jt the lot called Applegate's lot, ad-

joining the house where John Whitear, Sr., once

lived. The early part of Mr. Eliot's ministry was
passed in the troublous times of the American Revo-
lution.

" The latest record concerning the meeting-house

built during Mr. Hobart's j^astorate is as follows : At

a church-meeting, April 25, 1779, voted that Messrs.

Diodate Silliman, Peter Hendricks, Samuel Sturges,

David Allen, Peter Jennings, James Penfield, Israel

Bibbins, Jeremiah Jennings, and any others of the

church and society who are skilled in psalmody, be

desired to sit together in the gallery on the Lord's

day and lead the congregation in that part of divine

worship, they to agree among themselves as to the

person who is to pitch the tune.

"May 6th, voted that the thanks of this church be

given to Mr. Daniel Osborne, for his services in set-

ting the psalm for the two years past. Here then we
have another advance, showing that it is just ninety

years ago last April since the occupation of precentor

ceased, and a choir was introduced into the public

services of the church. Although the names of only

eight persons are mentioned, and these all men,

—

2)robably young men,—there can be no reasonable

doubt that the others who were sJdIled in psalmody were

of that gentle sisterhood, without whose presence the

choir would have lacked the needful constituents of

full and perfect harmony.
" There are several pages in the old record in the

clear and beautiful handwriting of Andrew Eliot.

" The resignation to the will of God in this dispen-

sation appears all the more beautiful when we re-

member that Mr. Eliot's house, which, with a few

others, had been marked for preservation, was by

some accident consumed, together with his furniture

and a large and choice library. Thus for a second

time was he called to pass through the fire.

"It was on Thursday morning that the church

building was consumed.
" On the next Lord's day the church and the so-

ciety met with the pastor and carried on religious

exercises as visual at the house of Deacon Bulkeley.

"Afterwards, for five successive Sabbaths, public

worship was conducted at the dwellings of Diodate

Silliman, Peter Perry, and Justin Hobart, the Lord's

Supper being celebrated at the usual time at the last-

named place.

"An interval of three weeks followed, in which

there was no service on account of the illness of the

pastor, and then, after an afternoon service at the
|

house of Elizabeth Morehouse, in Jennings' Woods,
'

Mr. Justin Hobart's house was appointed the stated
'

place of public worship, except that once in a month
[

it was agreed to hold it in Jennings' Woods.
|

" This arrangement continued for a year, until
[

Sept. 10, 1780, when the public service was carried i

on and continued afterwards in the new court-house, f

"The conflagration of Fairfield in 1779 brought
|

much distress upon the people, and an abatement of
j

society taxes was made to those not able to pay. Mr. i

Eliot received some aid at the hands of his friends in

Boston, but his salary was for a number of years sadly

behind in its payments. The society sold the iron

and nails of the burned meeting-house, and applied

the proceeds to the building of the town-house.
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Thither they were summoned for more than five years

by the beating of a drum,* and meanwhile were

making efforts to rebuild their own sanctuary. An
application was made to the General Assembly in

1782 for a grant of one thousand pounds, from confis-

cated estates, and such grant seems to have been

made to them, as well as to Green's Farms and Nor-

walk. On the 19th of January, 1785, after inquiries

as to the estimated cost had been made, it was voted

and agreed in society meeting, more than two-thirds

of those present voting in the affirmative, to proceed

to the building a new meeting-house. The honor-

able court was petitioned at its next session to fix the

place and set up a stake where it should be built. It

was further resolved to have it made of the same di-

mensions as the last, and within the same foundations,

if the honorable court approve. A tax of six pence

on the pound was laid, and a subscri2>tion paper

started.

" The frame was raised in June, 1785, and on the

26th of March, 1786, it was so far advanced towards

comj^letion that divine service was held in it, the pas-

tor preaching both morning and afternoon from Gen-

esis xxviii. 17 :
' This is none other but the house of

God, and this is the gate of Heaven.'
" The appearance of the building on this day of its

dedication must have been far from prepossessing.

The walls were unplastered, the gallery floors unlaid,

and with no stairway. There were no casings around

the steeple doors or gallery windows; the only seats

were rough benches, and there was no permanent

pulp)it. Yet the jjeople acknowledged God's good-

ness in bringing them on thus far. It was not until

some eleven or twelve years after the meeting-house

was occui)ied that it was fully equipped with a jjulpit

'after Mr. Bullfinch's plan,' and with long pews,

having a door at each end in its centre, and others,

like those in the former church, next to the wall.

" In March, 1799, the following resolution was

passed :

" ' Whereas, Col. David Burr has generously offered

to paint the pulpit in the meeting-house at his own
expense, he have liberty to do the same, provided the

paint be of a light stone color.'

" It maybe in keeping here to say that the generous

spirit which actuated Col. David Burr is still alive in

the society, as the fence they have put up bears testi-

mony. Mr. Burroughs, the efficient and persevering

pastor, endeavors to preserve it with various original

and commendable efforts, which, united with the co-

operation of the church, must certainly be successful.

"To return to the old meeting-house in which
so many were wont to gather on every Lord's day.

Eight of the long pews in front and eight in the i*ear

were at first i-eserved in common, but subsequently

some of these were ordered to be leased. A bell was

* An improvement on the old system of calling the people to church
by striking two boards together, which was done on certain hills, from
which circumstance Clapboard Hill derives its name.

procured and rung every day during the summer at

twelve o'clock noon, and in the winter at nine o'clock

at night.

"Mr. liliot jnirsued the even tenor of his way, and

among the earliest of the many childre.i lie baptiz<^d

was William ITcMry Bibbiiii, wlio afterwards married

his grand-daughter and died in July last. During

his ministry four deacons were at different times ap-

pointed and solemnly ordained with prayer and the

laying on of hands : David Judson, Jan. 7, 1787

;

Gold Sellesk Silliman, at a date not ascertained;

Daniel Osborne, Sept. 5, 1790; and Moses Jennings,

1804.

" Mr. Eliot died on the 28th of September, 1805, in

the sixty-second year of his age. He left a widow

and six children. One of his sons graduated at Yale

College in 1799; was ordained pastor of the church at

New Milfbrd in 1808, and died in 1829.

"One of his daughters became the wife of Rev.

Dr. Hewit; another of Deacon Bibbiui; a third of

Dr. Wm. B. Nash, of Bridgeport; and a fourth of

Burr. His children's children are with us unto

this day.

" Dr. James Dana thus wrote of him: 'In Mr.

Eliot the bereaved fiock have lost a judicious, affec-

tionate, and faithful pastor, to whom God had given

the spirit of fortitude, love, and a sound mind,—who
attended continually on his ministry unentangleJ

with the things of this life. The steady affection and

esteem, the deserved estimation in which he was ever

held by his brethren in the ministry, and his accept-

ance in the churches are honorable testimonies to his

worth, candor, and unaffected piety, which, with the

wisdom that dwells with prudence, were distinguish-

ing parts of his character. His acquaintance with

general science, his urbanity and friendly and social

affections, conciliated the esteem of all ranks.'

" After Mr. Eliot's decease it was agreed that his

salary be continued to the widow so long as the min-

isters of this district supply the puljiit, each one Sab-

bath, which probably they did.

" In March, 1806, Mr. Porter was invited to preach

on probation, and on the 12th of January, 1807, He-
man Humphrey was called on a salary of six hundred

dollars. His history is well known by the whole

church in New England, and his life-labors have left

a deep and lasting influence for good upon the whole

country. He was ordained April 16, 1807, and dis-

missed May 15, 1817. After a ministry here of ten

years he was settled as })astor of the first church in

Pittsfield, Alass., and subsequently became president

of Amherst College, an office which he filled for many
years with distinguished success. He was the first

pastor of this' church who did not die in the office.

Dr. Humphrey jirepared the confession of faith and
covenant still in use. Two deacons were chosen

during his pastorate, both in 1810, viz.. Elijah Bibbins

and Roger M. Sherman. The memory of both of

these is fragrant, and to the latter, who adorned the
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Church and State alike by his wisdom, eloquence,

and piety, the society is indebted for the commodious

parsonage which it possesses.

"In the year of Mr. Humphrey's installation a re-

monstrance was made by the society against the removal

of the court to Greenfield. Another specimen of tlie

trust reposed by the society in the generosity of indi-

viduals appears in the following vote, April 4, 1815:

' Voted, that any person may at his own expense paint

the outside of the meeting-house, under the direction

of the society's committee.'
" On the 1st day of May, 1817, Consociation was

called to dismiss Mr. Humphrey. He was an able

and faithful minister, and among the fruits of his

labors were eighty-nine persons who made confession

of Christ during his pastorate of ten years. Of these,

three remained on the roll as late as 1867. The last

of these, Mrs. Deborah Bennett, died early in 1880,

in New Haven, at an advanced age. Dr. Humphrey
died in Pittsfield, amid the scenes where he had pre-

viously witnessed the greatest and richest trophies of

the gospel, in the year 1861."

The successors of Dr. Humphrey were as follows:

Rev. Dr. Nathaniel Hewit, Dr. Hunter, Dr. Willis

Lord, Alexander McLean, Edward E. Eankin, D.D.,

and G. S. Burroughs. The present church edifice was
erected in 1849.

Engraved on a stone in the foundation of the

church, near the entrance, is the following inscription

:

" First Church built about A.u. 1G40.

" Second Chiu'cli built A.D. KiTo.

"Third Church built A.D. 1747, and burned by the British, 1779.

" Fourth Church built A.D. 1785."

On a tablet on the other side of the entrance is the

following

:

" This Church erected MDCCCXLIX."

COiSTGREGATIONAL CHURCH, GREENFIELD.

The petition for the organization of this parish

was granted by the General Court, Oct. 14, 1725. It

was incorporated as the Northwest Parish, and two
years later its name was changed to Greenfield. At
its organization Greenfield Parish embraced all the

northern part of the original town of Fairfield, and
in Dr. Dwight's days numbered one thousand.

CHURCH EDIFICES.

The first move towards the erection of a church
edifice was made in 1726, when it was voted that a

meeting-house, fifty-two by forty-two feet, and twenty-

two or twenty-five feet between joints, should be built,

but it was not completed and occupied until 1743. In
1760 a new meeting-house was voted, and completed

in the following year. This was occupied as a place

of worship until the completion of the next church,

in 1848. This was destroyed by fire on the night of

Nov. 14, 1853. In the following March it was voted

to build a new church, which is the present structure.

LIST OF PASTOES.

The pastors of this church have been as follows:

Rev. John Goodsell, who Avas ordained at the time of

the organization of the church. May 18, 1726. He
officiated until 1756; Mr. Pomeroy, from 1757-70;

William Mackey Tennant, 1772 to about 1780 ; Timo-
thy Dwight, D.D., 1783-95; Samuel Blatchford, 1796-

97, as supply
;
Stanley Griswold, 1803-4, as supply

;

Horace Holly, 1805-8; David Austin, 1810-12; Wil-

liam Belden, 1812-21 ; Richard Varrick Dey, 1821,

—he remained but a short time, and Avas succeeded

for a year or tAvo by Charles NicoU ; he AA'as folloAA'ed

by Nathaniel Freeman, Avho remained nine years. In

1840, Rodney G. Dennis preached for some months

;

Thomas B. Sturges, 1842-67 ; R. P. Hibbard, 1868-72

;

Henry B. Smith, 1873 ; he was succeeded, in 1878, by
I. 0. Rankin, Avho continued six months. Rev.

Chester Bridgman commenced preaching Oct. 1, 1879,

and is the present pastor.

The following persons Avere pcAV-holders in the first

church edifice erected: Joseph Wheeler, Benjamin

Banks, Joseph Diamond, Nathaniel Hull, Daniel Brad-

ley, Benjamin Gilbert, John Thorp, Joseph Banks,

Samuel Wakeman, Daniel Burr, John Gilbert, Samuel
Bradley, Benjamin Sherwood, heirs of Eliphalet Hull,

Joseph Hill, Jabez AVakeman, David Williams, and

Samuel Price.

The covenant in 1726 was signed by John Goodsell,

Cornelius Hull, Obadiah Gilburd, John Hide, George

Hull, Peter Burr, Daniel Bradley, Theophilus Hull,

John BuiT, Stejjhen Burr, and Ebenezer Hull.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, SOUTHPORT.

The village of Southport Avas originally included in

the parish of Fairfield. A general desire on the part

of its residents to enjoy the privileges of the sanctuary

within a more convenient distance led to the comple-

tion of a church edifice in their village in the year

1843.

A meeting of the brethren of the Fairfield Church

residing in the village was held Feb. 18, 1843, at Avliich

it Avas resolA^ed to take the necessary steps to organize

themselves into a separate church of Christ, to be de-

nominated " The Congregational Church of South-

Ijort." Letters Avere accordingly sent to five churches

in the vicinity,—namely, the First Church in Fair-

field, the First Church in Bridgeport, the Second

Church in Bridgeport, the church in Greenfield,

and the church in NorAvalk,—inviting them by their

I^astors and delegates to meet in council " for the pvir-

pose of organizing a church of Christ in the Borough

of Southport."

The council thus called met March 7, 1843, and,

after hearing and approving the jmrpose of the peti-

tioners, proceeded to organize them into a church of

Christ. The number of members so organized into

the new church Avas tAventy-eight. The sermon Avas

preached by the Rev. Dr. Atwater, of Fairfield. In

the evening the house Avas dedicated to the Avorshij)
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of Almiglity God, the Eev. Dr. Hewit, of Bridge-

port, preaching the dedication sermon. On applica-

tion, the church was received into tlie Consociation

of tlie Western District of Fairfield County, .Tune G,

1843.

Tlie house completed in 1843 was used l)y the church

as its place of worship until 1874, when it was removed

and the present handsome and substantial stone edifice

erected on its site. This was completed and dedicated

Feb. 2, 1876. The Rev. S. J. M. Merwin, of Wilton,

the first pastor of the church, preached the dedica-

tion sermon from the text, " The glory of this latter

house shall be greater than of the former, saith the

Lord of Hosts, and in this place will I give peace,

saith the Lord of Hosts." Hez. ii. 9. He was assisted

in the services by the Rev. Dr. Atwater, the Rev.

Charles E. Lindsley, and the Rev. George E. FEill.

The first members of the church were Mrs. Eliza-

beth B. Alvord, Elias P. Benham, Mrs. Rachael M.
Benham, Mrs. Miranda Bulkeley, Levi Down, Mrs.

Peggy Lacey, Frederick Marquand, Mrs. Hetty Mar-

quaud, Anna Osborn, Mrs. Eleanor Osborn, Jeremiah

Osborn, Mrs. Abigail Osborn, Austin Perry, Mrs.

Emily A. Perry, Mary A. Perry, Delia F. Perry,

Francis D. Perry, Mrs. Ann Eliza Perry, Oliver H.

Perry, Mrs. Eliza P. Robinson, Mrs. Mary A. Sher-

wood, Mrs. Mary B. Sherwood, Mrs. Catherine G.

Sherwood, Edward A. Smith, Mrs. Esther M. Smith,

Walter Thorp, Mary C. Thorp, and Maurice Wakcman.
The pastors of the church have been as follows

:

Rev. Samuel J. M. Merwin, ordained Dec. 18, 1844,

dismissed May 3, 1859 ; Rev. Charles E. Lindsley,

installed Feb. 29, 1860, dismissed Feb. 16, 1869 ; Rev.

George E. Hill, installed March 22, 1870, dismissed

Dec. 27, 1876 ; Rev. William H. Holman, ordained

June 12, 1878, present pastor.

The officers of the church are as follows : Deacons,

Frederick Marquand, Charles Lacey, Oliver H. Perry,

E. Cornelius Sherwood, and Levi T. Sherwood. Su-

perintendent of Sunday-school, John H. Perry.

The membershii^ of the church Jan. 1, 1880, was

one hundred and sixty-seven.

TRINITY CHURCH, SOUTHPORT.*

It appears from letters preserved in the archives of

the society, that in the year 1723, Dr. James Laborie,

a French physician of eminence, who had left his

native country towards the close of the seventeenth

century and been " ordained by Mr. Kinglet, antistes

of the Canton of Zurich," in Switzerland, taught and

held service according to the usage of the Church of

England, in his own house in Fairfield, on those Sun-

days on which Mr. Pigot preached in Stratford or some

other i^lace. In one of those letters. Dr. Laborie says,

moreover, that he " came to this country as a teacher

under the patronage of the Bishop of London,! and

* Compiled principally from an aiklrcss Jclivoiod by Eov. N. E. Corn-

well, Ang. 10, 1851.

t The following extract from the proceeding's of the Society for 1710-11

is worthy of notice here

:

being disturbed by Indians in the vicinity of Boston,

came to the colony and county of Fairfield, and began

by an introductory discourse to act as niissionarj* to

the ICaglish and native inhabitants, but was inter-

rupted immediately by one of the magistrates." This

commencement of his efforts in Connecticut was

probably made at Stratfcn-d, where he seems to have

resided from 1703 till 1717.J But it appears from the

records of this town that he resided in Fairfield as

early as 1718; having bouglit at that time of Mr.

"Isaac Jennings" a place known as "the stone house

on the rocks," ])robably the same of which he after-

wards said, in the letter just referred to, that he had
" destinated it to the service of the Church of Eng-

land." It seems probable, therefore, that some steps

were taken at that time for the formation of an Epis-

copal parish and the stated performance of its relig-

ious services in this town. But I find no record of the

organization of a parish here, sejjarate from that of

Stratford, until the year 1724. At the close of the

preceding year, Mr. Pigot, removing to Providence,

had been succeeded in the mission at Stratford by the

Rev. Samuel Johnson, who, with another Congrega-

tional minister, the rector or president of Yale Col-

lege and a tutor of the same institution, embraced the

doctrines of Episcopacy in 1722, and was ordained in

England, with his two friends and companions, by

the Bishop of Norwich, acting in behalf of the Bishop

of London. In one of his earliest communications to

the society from Stratford, Mr. John'OU stated that

his parishioners in that town had " lately opened their

new church, called Christ Church," and tliat at Fair-

field the people were also " vigorously going forward

in building a church."? Saon afterwards he reported

that " the church at Fairfield was going on apace,"

and that " the people at New London would also

build with all expedition." And on the 10th of

November, 1725, the day of the annual thanksgiving

of the colony, he opened, with a "suitable discourse,"

the church which the Episcopalians of Fairfield had

built, and which they then named "Trinity Church."

In that church, which seems to have stood on Mill

Plain, a few rods northeast of the place where the

"The Society having thonglit fit to admit into their body several emi-

nent Divines and other persons of Holland, ficrmany, Sweden, Switzer-

land, and other conntries, being of the Protestant religion : it has been

resolved, for the dignity of the Society, and to show them the gre.iter

respect, that the notice of their admission should be sent them, under

the seal of the sai{I Society." I'age 37.

X His medical diploma, dated London, 1697, written in Latin, and de-

scribing him as the son of a celebrated physician of France, was recorded

by the clerk of the Fairfield County Court in 170;5. And in 1713 leave

was granted him by the town of Stratford "to build a pew" in the Con-

gregational meeting-house, where 5lr. Ulacklatch, one of the struggling

and waiting churchmen of Stratford, then had "a pew."

§ In a " registry "liook" kept by Jlr. IMgot and Jlr. Johnson, at Strat-

ford, there is a record of the apiioiiitment, in 17J4, of two warilens and
nine vestrymen "for Stratford," one warden anl two vestrymen "for

Fairfield," one warden and two vestrymen " for Xewtown," and two
wardens and three vestrymen " for Ripton ;" the wanien for Fairfield

being Dougal JIackeiizie, and the vestrymen, .Tames I.alH>rie, Sr., and
Benjamin Stni ges. At the same time James Lalwie, Jr., was one of the

vestrymen for Stratford.
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country seat of the late Jonathan Sturges now stands,*

Mr. Johnson preached a part of the time for some
two years, dividing his labors for the most part be-

tween Stratford and Fairfield. At the same time Mr.

Henry Caner, a graduate of Yale College, but as yet

too young to be ordained, read service in Fairfield

whenever Mr. Johnson preached at Stratford and

other places. He was "son of the Mr. Caner who
built the first college and rector's house" at New
Haven. His parents are generally supposed to have

been Congregationalists.+ But Dr. Trumbull calls

England " the land of his nativity. "J
Mr. Caner was ordained in England, and appointed

missionary to Fairfield in 1727, having been very

highly recommended to the society and to the Bishop

of London by Mr. Johnson, under whose supervision

he had pursued his theological studies for some three

years. And from the time of his settlement here until

the Revolution this parish seems to have been estab-

lished on a permanent foundation, and to have been

generally in a very prosperous condition, exhibiting,

in the leading facts of its history, a very interesting

view of the gradual, steady i^rogress of Episcopacy in

Connecticut during those fifty years of its struggles

against various adverse influences, British as well as

American.

It is to be much regretted, therefore, that by the

burning of the church and parsonage in the conflagra-

tion of the town in 1779, the ancient records of the

Ijarish i^revious to that time were destroyed.? And
it is hardly less to be regretted that there is also in

the records of this town a singular omission, extend-

ing from the year 1722, when the Rev. Mr. Pigot

began to preach in Stratford and Fairfield, to the year

1728, when Mr. Caner had taken full charge of this

parish, and including the whole period of its organi-

zation and incipient stages. This singular circum-

stance is especially unfortunate on account of the

importance of the period in question. It was evidently

a time of much excitement and change in the public

affairs of this town. And the omission of all the acts

and projects of that period from the copy of records,

which contains an account of annual meetings and

* The tangible evidences of tlie locality of the church were a few

tomlstones, whicli have been I'ecently removed and are awaiting reset-

ting in some ijlace where they may remain undisturbed. They are .it

present in possession of Mr. Frederic Sturges. One of them was erected

to "Abraham Adams, a worthy founder and liberal benefactor of Trinity

Church," who was probably buried, according to the times, near the

church.

t President Stiles' Diary, and JIS. Letter of Prof. Kingsley to the au-

thor.

{ The name of "Henry Caner" was enrolled in the "registry-book" of

Mr. Pigot, upon the list of communicants at Stratford, " Sept. 2, 1722,"

and that of " Henry Caner, Jr.," by Mr. Johnson, " March 28, 172.3." It

may be wi 11 to observe here that while the original orthography of Mr.

Caner's name was that whicli is here employed, the received pronuncia-

tion of it was doubtless indicated more precisely by Dr. Trumbull, who
wrote it Canner, and by the early churchmen of Fairfield, who sometimes

wrote it Contier.

§ With the exception of those which are included in the registry-book

of Mr. Pigot and Mr. Johnsau.

votes of the town during all the rest of the time from

1661 to 1728, in the same book which has the original

record of annual meetings and votes from 1729 to

1800, leaves us almost entirely to the testimony of one

of the parties interested in certain important changes.

It appears, then, from the reports of Mr. Johnson

to the society, that in the year 1724 the prospects of

Episcopacy in this town were very favorable in some
respects. Speaking of the sufferings of " sundry peo-

j)le of both sexes" who had been persecuted and
imprisoned on account of their attachment to the

Episcopal system, and expressing his fear that if not

soon relieved people would be quite discouraged, he

at the same time expressed his belief that "the whole

town would embrace the church if they had a good

minister at Fairfield," and added, " I have a vast

assembly every time I visit them." Within a few

months afterwards he had " in Stratford and the neigh-

boring towns more than a hundred communicants ;" of

whom about forty had been admitted to communion
by him. And in 1727, just before Mr. Caner took

charge of this parish, Mr. Johnson informed the so-

ciety that thei'e were about forty families of Episco-

palians in Fairfield. These were, according to his

account, " mostly of the poorer sort ;" as Mr. Caner

also testified in his first report of the state of his mis-

sion. It is evident, however, from various circum-

stances noted in the records of this town, and upon
tombstones in its old burial-places, that the parish at

that time embraced some persons who had been, for

many years previous, men of much consequence and

influence in the town, and the most of them, if not

all, Congregationalists. The same fact is manifest

from the success which attended an application made
the Colonial government at that time by the wardens

and vestrymen of Trinity Church, Fairfield, for an

alteration of the laws concerning the support of re-

ligion. A petition was presented to the Assembly,

signed by " Moses Ward and Samuel Lyon, church

wardens, and Dougal Mackenzie, John Lockwood,

Nathan Adams, Benjamin Sturges, and others, in the

name and behalf of all the rest of their brethren,"

dated May 15, 1727, stating that ten of them had been

lately imprisoned for taxes, contrary to the Hon.

Governor's advice, and notwithstanding solemn prom-

ises before given to sit down and be concluded in the

affair
;
praying that the sums of money so taken from

them might be restored ; and declaring that if their

grievances might be redressed, they should " a,im at

nothing but to live peaceably and as becometh Chris-

tians among their dissenting brethren." And, in re-

sponse to this petition, an act was passed, providing

that the taxes collected from Episcopalians for the

support of religion might, under certain circum-

stances, be paid to the Episcopal missionaries instead

of the Congregational ministers. This movement of

the early churchmen of Fairfield, about a hundred

years after the settlement of this colony, was the first

effectual step ever taken towards the establishment of
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religious liberty in Connecticut; an object which it

required aljout anotlicr century to accoin))li.sh. And
that tliose zealous cliurclinien, so worthy of hon-

orable reinenil)rance, were persons of good character,

against whom their adversaries could find no oc-

casion; may be safely inferred from the previous

existence of a custom disclosed by the early records

of this town : the ])ractice of expelling from its limits,

by a public vote, those who from time to time be-

came obnoxious on any account to the majority of

the community ; which may be supposed to have been

thus kept very pure and select, from the highest to

the most humble citizen.

In view of these and other similar indications that

the period of the organization of this parisli was one

of much excitement and change in the social aspect

as well as the public acts of this town, it is to be re-

gretted on all hands that the record of its acts during

that most interesting period of five or six years is

wanting in the copy which was made from an " old

book," and jireserved evidently safe and sound,* hav-

ing never lost a leaf of what was transcril)ed. Some
clue, however, to the posture of public affairs in this

town at that interesting crisis may be obtained from

a record of colonial acts, which is preserved among
old manuscripts in the office of the Secretary of State

at Hartford. It is in these words :
" May 14, 1725.

On advice of the infirmities of Rev. Mr. Webb, and

the present circumstances of that society of which he

is pastor, we"—the General Association of Congre-

gational ministers convened at Hartford—" could not

but think that their case called for a speedy visitation,

and that nothing less would attain the end designed

and so earnestly to be desired for that people, than an

act of this Hon. General Assembly, requiring that

one or more of the ministry from the several counties

or associations of this colony be sent to convene at

Fairfield for the consideration of their state and the

application of proper expedients for their united con-

tinuance in the faith and established order of the

church of Christ in the colony." Whereupon a reso-

lution was " passed by the Hon. Assembly, that

Fairfield should call some other orthodox minister to

help Mr. Webb, that their sorrowful and sinking cir-

cumstances might be relieved."!

This interesting record also serves to illusti'ate a

remark made not long afterwards by Mr. Cauer, in

* The remark of Dr. Tnmibull (c. xix ) that " the first records of Fair-

: field were burnt," seems, hy long repetition, to have established an im-

pression very widely that tlie archives of this ancient town are not wortliy

of examination. But even tlie writer of a recent " History of the In-

dians of Connecticnt" (De Forest) might Inive found hero some interest-

ing particulars of purchases of hvnd from tlie natives if lie had not trusted

too far tlie strange report that " the records of Fairfield have been de-

stroyed." I'agc 1G7.

"The first meeting of the Prime Ancient (Congregational) Society of

• PaiiHeld," distinct from " town-meeting," was held, according to its own
> record, on "the 9th of December, 1727."

fin the old manuscript hero cited the last clause of this resolution

has been partiallj' erased. Hut w itlioiit that clause the resolution of the

Aaeenibly is a very tamo response to the memorial of the ,\ssociation.

one of his reports to the Hociety, that Fairfield wa«

"the chief seat of opposition" to Ej>iscoi>acy, a remark

in which lie also had r(;f(!rence to tiie fact that the

seat of the County Court and its j^rison were in this

town.

Some idea of the state and materials of tbe mission

at Fairfield, when Mr. Caner took charge of it after

his ordination, may be gathered from a comparison of

the small nundx'r of the communieant.s whom lie

found here as a lay re;ider under ]>r. .Joiiiison in 1725,

namely twelve, with tiie luunber of families belonging

to the parish in 1727, namely, /or^y. It is manifest

from such a comparison that few of the early members
of this parish were originally- churchmen. Most of

them were doubtless converts from the Congregational

Society. This appears, indeed, i'rom a remark of Mr.

Pigot, in one of his reports, that "the people of Fair-

field, Ripton, and Newtown, were very desirous of a

minister, many of them having conformed to the

Church of England." And the changes of this kind,

by which a very promising ])arish had been gathered

here before 1727, in part by Mr. Caner himself as lay-

reader, seem to have increased very rapidly after his

appointment to the mission of Fairfield.

The first church edifice, as mentioned above, was

completed in 1725, and was located on Mill Plain,

near the residence of the late Jonathan Sturges. In

1738 liberty was given to " the members of the Church

of England, upon certain conditions, to erect a house

for public worship on the highway near the Old

Fields-Gate." It was fifty-five by thirty-five feet in

size, twenty feet in height, " with a handsome steeple

and spire of one hundred feet and a good bell of five

hundredweight." This church was burned by the

Bi-itish in 1779, and for about twelve years the parish

was destitute of a convenient place of worship.

The third church edifice was erected in about the

year 1790, and was located on the parade-ground at

Mill Plain. This was occupied until the completion

of the fourth church building, in 1835.

Mr. Caner remained until 1747, when he removed

to Boston, and was succeeded by Rev. Joseph Lamson,

who officiated as rector until his death. He was in-

terred in the old colonial burying-ground. He was

followed in the ministry by Rev. John Sayre, who
was rector when the town was burned by the British,

in 1779.

The first rector of the parish after the Revolution

was Rev. Philo Shelton, of honored memory, a gradu-

ate of Yale College, who was ordained tit the first or-

dination held by Bishop Seabury, Aug. 3, 1785. Mr.

Shelton commenced lay reading here about six weeks

after the burning of the town, which he continued

until his ordination, in 1785.

Rev. Mr. Shelton served this parish faithfully for

nearly forty years. He died Feb. 27, 1825. He was

born in Ripton (now Huntington), May 5, 1754. He
was succeeded by his son, the Rev. William Shelton,

who remained until 1829. He was succeeded by Rev.
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Charles Smith. Mr. Smith resigned in 1834, and

Rev. N. E. Cornwall, M.A., became rector, and offici-

ated until 1854. The succession since that time has

been as follows : J. S. Purdy, 1855-57 ; Rufus Emery,

1858-70; E. L. Wells, 1870-76; T. F. Caskey, 1877-

79; C. S. Adams, 1879, jjresent rector.

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH.®

Early in the year 1707 the " Society for Propagating

the Gospel in Foreign Parts" sent out from England

the Rev. Mr. Muirson,! who visited Fairfield at irreg-

ular intervals, officiating at the homes of families by
invitation.

After the death of Rev. Mr. Muirson, which oc-

curred in the latter i^art of 1708, occasional services

were held by Revs. Talbot, Sharpe, and Bridge, of

New York and. New Jersey; but until 1722, when
Rev. Mr. Pigot was sent out, no regular services were

observed. It was at Stratford that Rev. Mr. Pigot

was located, which town seems to share with Fairfield

the honor of establishing the oldest Episcojial parish

in our State, services being alternated between these

places, and held at appointed occasions. The form

was that of the Church of England and the house of

Mr. Thomas Hanford the place of service when Rev.

Mr. Pigot was present, although the Episcopalian

families met formally every Sunday.

In 1723, Dr. James Laborie, an eminent French
physician, came here from Stratford, and purchased

the dwelling of Mr. Isaac Jennings, known as " the

stone house upon the rocks,"—probably the same
which he afterwards devoted entirely to the church,

—in which he held services on the Sundays when
Rev. Mr. Pigot was absent.

The first reliable record of the establishment of a

separate and distinct organization of an Episcopal

parish in Fairfield is that of Rev. Samuel Johnson,

who succeeded Rev. Mr. Pigot in 1724, who regularly

administered the rites of the Church of England, and
who at this time reports :

" The church in Fairfield is

going on apace." Nov. 10, 1725, the day of annual

thanksgiving appointed by the civil authorities. Rev.

Mr. Johnson opened with an apjaropriate service and
discourse the original Trinity church, which was lo-

cated a few rods northeast of the present residence of

Mr. Jonathan Sturges, in Mill Plain. A few tomb-

stones, until quite recently, marked the spot, one of

which bore the inscription : Abraham Adams, worthy

founder and benefactor of Trinity Church.

Rev. Mr. Johnson divided his time between Strat-

ford and Fairfield for about two years, being succeeded

by Rev. Henry Caner, who was graduated at Yale

College, ordained in England in 1727, and appointed

missionary to Fairfield. From this period until the

Revolution permanence and prosperity are indicated

from the facts that the parish included one hundred

* Contribiited by William A. Beers.

t Heatlicote Muiison (probably bis son) lies among the colonials.

and seventy families, and that in 1732 the church was '

jj

enlarged, a gallery sufficient to seat two hundred per- 1

sons being added.

It appears that even these extensive additions soon i

became inadequate, and in 1738 a more complete edi-

fice was built on the highway, near Old Field'Gate,

where, a few years since, stood the Marine Hotel, de-
I

stroyed by fire in 1860. This second church was a 1

fine, conspicuous edifice. Its dimensions were fifty-
J

five feet in length, twenty feet in height, and thirty-
|

five feet in width, with a steej^let of the unusual
j

height, at that jDeriod, of one hundred feet. Rev. i

Mr. Caner continued his work here until failing \
I

health in 1747 compelled him to seek a smaller par- '

ish, greatly to the general regret, as he was singularly
j

beloved, and had been very successful in building up
;

the church, which at his departure numbered among
its congregation two hundred communicants. His

successor was Rev. Joseph Lamson, a native of the vi-
,

cinity, whose ministry of twenty-six years terminated
[

only at his death, and whose resting-place is marked i

by a stone in the old burial-ground of the village.
[

Rev. John Sayre? succeeded in 1774. He was a

talented and successful clergyman, but, being a native

of Great Britain, refused to sign articles prescribed
1

by the Continental Congress, and seems to have been

subjected to a temporary banishment to New Britain.
\

This suspension, however, was of brief duration, as
j

his parishioners soon effected his return, and he con- m
tinned his offices until Trinity church was destroyed I

by the burning of Fairfield by the British troops,

July 8, 1779. It is an act of historic justice to Rev.

Mr. Sayre to state that he used every endeavor to

avert the disaster by both i^rotest and entreaty ; that

his private effects, including a valuable library, shared

the general fate ; and that, though he took refuge on

a British man-of-war after the conflagration, the

purity of his motives and acts was above suspicion.

One month after this terrible calamity meetings

were held at the house of Mr. John Sherwood (the

great-grandfather of Mrs. C. A. Short, to whom we
are indebted for much valuable material in this

church history), at which it was determined to erect

yet another edifice. Mill Plain being again selected

for the site. This edifice was the scene of the first

ordination by Bishop Seabury, the first bisho]^ of

Connecticut, an event of the profoundest interest to

all churchmen. The recipient of this peculiar honor

was Rev. Pliilo Slielton, who served at the altar thus

signalized upwards of forty years. He died in Feb-

ruary, 1825.
II
A memorial tablet built in the chancel

I From which Samuel Rowland saw the British land in Fairfield in

July, 1779.

§ Kev. John Sayre and several of his family lie in the old " colonial"

burying-ground.

II
His body was placed, by his wish, under the church, which, when

torn down, was conveyed to Mountain Grove Cemetery. Bridgeport, Conn.

The bell from this church was used in the Universalist church, Westportt

for a time, when it was bought by the Methodist organization, and is

now used in their church in Westport.
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wall was a consjiicnous orna;nont, and he is mtill ten-

derly renicmlicred by many nf)w living uh " the dcsvout

and dear old man who taught us the cateeluHm."

Rev. William Shelton, the honored son of thi.s

fevered father, succeeded, remaining until 1820,

when he was called to St. Paul's Church in Buffalo,

where, at the age of eiglity-two, he still officiates (the

writer of this has a letter, under date of July 30,

1880, in which this venerable divine and excellent

gentleman tenderly alludes to his own and his father's

connection with the church in Fairfield).

Rev. Charles Smith took charge in 1830, conti rul-

ing four years, until a new chapel was built in South-

port, and Rev. N. E. Cornwall assumed the duties of

the two churches.

Regular services at Mill Plain now began to be un-

frequent, and were finally discontinued ; the reason

for which was that a majority of the attendants, who
resided nearer Southport, were of opinion that the

Mill Plain church was, in view of the size of the

parish, a superfluity. A warm discussion arose, the

matter was submitted to arbitration, a decision adverse

to the minority was rendered, and to the great sorrow

of Episcopalians in the vicinity, the Mill Plain church

was torn down and portions of it utilized in the con-

struction of a rectory at Southport. As a reminis-

cence recalling the ijrejudiccs of those times, it is

well to record that the arbitrators whose votes turned

the scale were Presbyterians, and a tradition has been
handed down that the decision was not wholly dis-

connected with a Puritanic desire to put the " Church
of England" as far away as possible.

It was nearly twenty years after that j^ractical

efforts were made to revive the parish and build

another church. The families with Episcopalian

preferences living here at that time might have been
counted on one's fingers, but among them were men
and women who were full of the spirit that builds up
the kingdom of Christ. Of these, the names of Knapp,
Glover, and Ogden deserve honorable place in history.

To the late Henry A. Knapp, however, whose indomi-

table work, both of soul and hands, was, through many
trying years, pre-eminently conspicuous, must be

accorded chiefest honor for the permanent establish-

ment of the present parish and church of St. Paul's

in Fairfield.

The site of St. Paul's church is identical with that

of the old county jail, where among criminals were
incarcerated men Avho could not pay money owed
their fellow-men, and from whence certain offenders

were led to the whipping-post on the adjacent green

to receive lashes "well laid on" that the stern justice

of the pei-iod inflicted. It was here that a new jail

was being built, when, luckily for the rural as well as

spiritual beauty of the village, the county offices were

appropriated by Bridgeport, and the ground, together

with partially-built side-walls for the Jiew prison,

offered for sale. They were purchased by the parish

for the nominal sum of one thousand dollars.

Again might it have been said, "The work of the

church in Fairfield goes on apace," for presently theHC

prison-walls were converted into ii sanctuary of Jlim

who came not to bind, but to unloose,—a change, too,

that Jiad the remarkable precedent recorderJ in the

fifteenth chapter of Acts, Avhere the prison at Phil-

ippi, in Macedonia, was suddenly transformed into

God's temple, and trembling men fell down before

St. Paul, crying, "What shall we do to be savwl?"

It was this scriptural scene that by its coincidence

gave the jiresent edifice its name.

It was a day of rare beauty—Tuesday, May 20,

1856—that the Right Rev. Bishop Williams conse-

crated the building to the beanty of holiness; when,

instead of iron-clamped doors giving em])hasis to the

"rarity of human charity," portals were thrown wide

in honor of One who never put forth His hand to

scourge, save in the one instance of the money-
changers, and whose precept, "Owe no man any-

thing," was supplemented with the prayer, " Forgive

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors."

The consecration sermon was preached by Rev. Dr.

Hallam, from the approjiriate text, "He loveth our

nation and buildcth us a synagogue." Seventeen

clergymen, in their surplices, were present, besides

the bishop, the church was crowded to overflowing,

and a liberal offering was made to the funds of the

new parish. The clergy dined at the house of Mr.

John Glover; other hospitable homes were opened

to friends who had come from far and near to share

the glories of the day. Rev. C. S. Leffingwell Avas

installed as rector, and the j^arish increased and pros-

pei'cd under his kindly supervision. He was called

to a larger field, and his place filled in 1860 by Rev.

Levi B. Stimson, who remained for eleven years.

Rev. Frederick S. Hyde was the next successor, and
on his resignation, at Easter, 1871, Rev. Andrew
Mackie, Jr., entered upon the duties, and on June 1,

1873, was called to a Western parish. July 13, 1873,

the charge of the parish was accorded to the jiresent

rector. Rev. James K. Lombard.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTHPORT.s-

From about the year 1805 to 1820, Methodist meet-

ings were held at Green's Farms in the houses of

Peter Jennings and Noah Osborn, and in the school-

house. Green's Farms formed part of an extended cir-

cuit, and was visited by the Conforcnce preacher once

a month. In the absence of the preacher, Bradford

Croft, a local preacher, supplied for them. Ebenezcr

Washburn was the fii"st preacher appointed by Con-
ference ; Samuel Croft was the fii-st class-leader. He
and Bradford Croft and Joshua and Peter Wakeman
were among the first official niembei-s of tlie church.

The Crofts and their wives, ]\ri-s. Wakeman, and Mr.
Stratten were among the fii-st mcmbei-s of the church.

In 1820, when the Green's Farms church was built,

there were about forty members. They worshiped in

* Contributed by Bov. Joseph Smith.
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that churcli till 1845, when the present church was
huilt at Southport, largely by the liberality of Capt.

Davis, a noble, generous, and faithful Christian, who
is still living. The determination to build the pres-

ent church was made during the ministry of Rev.

Zachariah Davenjjort, still living and greatly re-

sj^ected ; he preached on the circuit that included

Green's Farms during the years 1843-44. In 1845 it

was dedicated.

The following is the list of preachers v/ho have been

appointed to Southport since the erection of the pres-

ent church: Charles C. Keys, 1845; Charles Bartlett,

1846 ; James H. Perry, 1847-48 ; G. Gilbert, 1849-

50 ; Levi S. Weed, 1851 ; William McAllister, 1852-

53 ; Reuben H. Loomis, 1854
;
George Hollis, 1855-

56; Samuel A. Seaman, 1857-58; Seymour Landon,

1859-60; David Osborn, 1861-62; Charles Kelsey,

1863; W. Smith, 1864-65; G. Gilbert, 1866;

David Nash, 1867-69; William Stebbins, 1870-72;

L. W. Abbott, 1873-75 ; AVilliam Brown, 1876
;
Henry

A. Van Dalsem, 1877-78
;
Josej^h Smith, 1879-80.

The present official members of the church are

:

Stewards, Bi-adley Goodsell, Sr., Benjamin N. Haw-
kens, Andrew W. Jennings, Lewis B. Jennings, Wil-

liam F. Northrop, George E. Northrop, George F.

McKeel, A. P. Jennings, Elijah Gray
;
Trustees, B.

N. Hawkens, A. W. Jennings, L. B. Jennings, Brad-

ley Goodsell, Elijah Gray, Josiah Hawkens, William

F. Northrop, A. P. Jennings, and George E. Northrop.

The present number of members is one hundred and

twelve.*

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, FAIRFIELD.

The Roman Catholic Church of St. Thomas was

consecrated about 1854, under charge of Rev. Father

Thomas J. Synnot, of Bridgeport, and has been a

distinct j^arish about four years. Within a few years

the house, with a list of owners, among whom were

Rev. N. E. Cornwall, Capt. Rufus Knapp, lost at sea,

on board the " Leviathan," was purchased by the

parish of St. Thomas' Church for a parsonage, and
the church itself was removed on to these premises,

and, being remodeled in part, was re-dedicated in No-
vember, 1880.

CHAPTER XXXIV.
FAIRFIELD (Continued).

CIVIL AND MILITARY.

Eoger Ludlow and the Records—Selectmen in 1661—List of Eeprescnta-

tives from 1670 to 1880—Military History—List of Soldiei-s.

It has been stated in various historical works that

when Roger Ludlow left Fairfield he carried with him
the town records, but such, it seems, is not the case.

* The dedication of the building known ass the old Methodist church

in Fai rtield, Nov. 9, 1843, is recorded in Miss Sarah White's journal. It

was disused for several years for lack of support, but for a lute period

it has had services held in it by the colored people.

No mention is made in any book of records to this

effect, either here or at Hartford, as Book A is still in

the archives of the town, and was filled with grants,

etc., four years before his departure. If he had car-

ried away the records, as has been claimed, in all hu»

man probability Book A would have been among the

number. Furthermore, there was no reason for an

act of this kind. He held no enmity against the

town which he had founded, and where he had passed

so many eventful years. His feeling of resentment

could only have been aimed at the General Court.

Certain it is, however, that its ancient records are

missing, but it is stated by the old inhabitants that

some time prior to the Revolution an Englishman was

employed to copy the records, and upon the comple-

tion of his work, the charges made were deemed ex-

orbitant and i^ayment refused, whereupon he left for

the West Indies, taking the books with him. Fur-

thermore, the ancient documents not destroyed by

fire have been restored to the town, which exculpates

Roger Ludlow from censure.

In 1661, Mr. Gold, William Hill, John Burr, A.

Knowles, Jehu Burr, William Ward, and John
Banks wei'e townsmen.

In the vestibule of the town-house at Fairfield is

the following tablet

:

BUILT A. D. 1720.

DESTROYED K. D. 1779.
BY THE BRITISH J

REBUILT A. D. 1704.

REMODELED A. D. 1870.

The following is a record of a number of the early

births, etc.

:

"I\Iary Turny, the daughter of -Robert Turuy and Ruth Turnj', was

born tlie 9th Dec, l(j73."

" Martha Turuy, the daughter of Robert Turny, was born the 5tli of

June, 1G7G."

" Benjamin Turny, the sonn of Robert Turny, was borne the "

"Benj. Turny niaryed Rebeca Reder the IGth of Nov , 1671."

"Sarah Middlehook, daughter of Joseph Middlehook, was born the

12th of Nov., 1G75."

"Hannah Middlehook, the daughter of Joseph Middlehook, was bom
the 25 June, 1677."

" John Read, the son of Will™ Read, was born the 2nth of Jan'y, 1679."

"Daniel Burr, the son of Daniel Burr, was born the 30th of July, 1670."

" Joseph Sliddlehook, the son of Joseph Middlehook, Jr., was born ye

15 April, 1C80."

LIST OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM 16T0 TO ISSO.f

1670, Jehu Burr, John Burr; 1G71, William Hill, John Burr, John

Wheeler; 1672, Jeliu Burr. John AVheeler; 1G73, Jehu Burr, John

Bankes ;I 1674, Jehu Burr, JohuBurr, John Bankcs, John Wheeler;

1675-70, Jehu Burr, John Bankes, Lieut. Corn. Hull; in"7, John

Bankes, John Wheeler, Corn. Hull; 1G78, Jehu Burr, Richard Hub-

bell, John Bankes, John Wheeler; 1679, John Bankes, Richard Hub-

bell, Jehu Burr, John Bancks; 1G80, Jehu Burr, John Bancks ; 1681,

John Wheeler, Richard Hubbell, Joseph Lockwood
;

1G82, Jehu

Burr, John Banckes, Lieut. John Bankes, Sergt. John Wheeler;

1G83, .rehu Burr, Jolin Bankes; 1684, Jehu Burr, John Tyler, .John

Wheeler; 1G85, Jehu Burr, Thomas Joanes, John Burr, Sergt. John

Wheeler; 168G, Jehu Burr, John Burr; 1687, John Wheeler, John

Burr; 1688, no State records
;
1C89, John Burr, John Wheeler, James

t " Commences with vol. iii. of the Colonial Records, the first (hat can

be found.

—

Secretary of Siatjs."

I Secretary of State.
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Bennct; lOno, .Tolin Wiilteniaii ;
ICOl, Jehu liiirr, SaiiiiicI AViirdc;

1092, C'apt. JIatliew Sliprwixxl, Niitliiui GdIiI, Joliii Wakcnmn, Nntliaii

Burr; Isauk \Vhi;cli,-i-, .luliii Wakouiaii, Nalli. liiirr; lli!)4,

Saimiel Wakcmaii, Kliiiliiili-t Hill, Niitliaii (JciM, .U>]\n \Vakfiiiaii

;

Kill,'), .TamcH Brnit, Natli. Itiirr, I,iriit, .P.uncH ]icMiit
;

10110, Jolju

W'akciiiaii, .IiiNojili I/ockwi)i)il
;

10!)7, .loliii Wakoiiiiin, Lieut. JairiiiH

]k-iiiiet, Natliaiiiel Itum', Jr.; Ki'JS, lOuKigii I'liiliji Li'Wi«, Natlianiul

Bnrre, Lieut, .loliu Wakeuiaii
;

]0'.)l), Lieut. JauieH Beuuet, Lieut,

.loll 11 \Vakpman,Eusign Joliu Ortliiiru; 17(1(1, Samuel Sipiire, Natliaiiiel

BuiTe, Lieut. John Wakeniaii, I'eter Buire; 1701, Lieut. James

Bctiiiot, I'eter Burre, John Wakeiiian; 1702, Lieut. JauieH Beiiiiet,

Samuel Scjuire, Peter Burre, Joliu Kihvarils
;

170:i, Lieut. Jiiliii Wake-

man, Samuel Squire, Samuel llniihell
;
1701, Kiisi{;u John Osljorii,

Sorgt. John Burr, Samuel Squii'e, Tlmuias .Jones ;
170."), liicMit. Josejih

Wakemau, Cayit. John Wakeiiiaii, .Iiilin Burr; 17()(i, Capt. John

Wakenian, Lieut. James Beiiiietl, Lieut. Joseiih Wakenian
;
1707,

Lieut. Joseph 'Wakemau, Jonathan Sturge, Capt. John Wakenian ;

1708, Ensign Theopliilii.s Hull, John Burr, Capt. John Wake-

man, James Beiinit
; 1700, Ciipt. John Oshourn, James Bemiit, Thc-

ophilus Hull, David Shormau
;
1710, Capt. Joseph Wakenian, Capt.

John Burr, James Bennett, Siimuel Couch; 1711, Maj. John I!urr,

Capt. Joseph Wakemau, Joliu Kihvanls, Samuel lliilihell
; 1712, Maj.

John Burr, Caiit. Joseph Wakemau, Capt. Samuel (!oueli
;

171;)-14:,

Capt. Joseph Wakenian, Ensign llii'hard Ilubbell, Maj. Jidiu Burr,

Capt. Joseidi Wakenian; 1715-10, Capt. Joseph Wakenian, Rieliaid

llubhell
; 1717, Maj. John Burr, Capt. Joseph Wakemau, liiehard

Huhhell
;
1718-19, Capt. .Joseph Wakemau, John Edwards, Maj. John

Burr; 1720, Maj. John Burr, Caiit. Samuel Conch, Cajit. Joseph Wake-
mau

; 1721, Capt. .Joseph Wakemau, Maj. John Burr, Jonathan Stur-

giss; 1722, Boliert Silliinan, (['apt. Josepli AVakemau, Capt. Moses

Dyman
;

172:!, Maj. John Burr, Boljcrt Silaman
;

172'1, Maj. .John

Burr, Koliert Silamau, Ehenezer \\'akcman; 1725, Maj. John Burr,

Ebenezer Wakemau; 172(i, Maj. John Burr, Ebeuezer Wakenian,

Capt. John Osboru, .John Loekwood; 1727, Robert Sillinian, Capt.

John Oshoru
;
172.?, Robert Silliinan, Samuel Burr, Maj. .John Burr

;

1729, Maj. John Burr, Samuel Burr, Andrew Burr; 17:10, Samuel

Burr, Tliaddeus Burr, Ebenezer Silliman
;
1731, Samuel Burr, Eben-

ezer Silliinan, Andrew Burr; 17:52, Andrew Burr, Ebenezer Silli-

man
;

17:):!, Samuel Couch, Andrew Burr, Samuel Burr
;
17:14, Samuel

Burr, Ebenezer Silliman, Saumel Couch, John Silliman; 17:)5, An-

drew Burr, Samuel Burr, Ebenezer Silliman, John Silliman; 1736,

Ebenezer Silliman, Andrew Burr, Jolm Silliman
; 1737, Capt. And.

Burr, Eben. Silliman, John Burr; 17:58, Eben. Silliman, Capt. And.

Bnrr
; 1739, Capt. And. Burr, Ebenezer Silliman, Capt. Sam'l Burr

;

1740, Maj. Andrew Burr, Capt. John Bead
;
1741-43, Maj. Andrew

Burr, Samuel Barr; 1744, Maj. Andrew Burr, Tliaddeus Burr, Capt.

Samuel Burr; 1745, Capt. Samuel Burr, Tliaddeus Burr, Col. An-

drew Burr, ('apt. John Bead
;
174G, Co!. Andrew Burr, Capt. Samuel

Burr, Capt. John Read
; 1747, Capt. Samuel Burr, Thaddeus Burr,

Capt. John Read, David Rowland
;
1748, Thaddeus Burr, Capt. John

Burr, Capt. John Read, Capt. Samuel Burr; 1749, Capt. John Read,

David Rowland, Thaddeus Burr
; 1750, dpt. John Read, David Row-

land
;
17.51, David Rowland, Thaddeus Burr, Capt. Samuel Burr;

1752-53, David Rowland, Capt. Samue! Burr; 1754, Maj. John Read,

Capt. Samuel Burr, David Rowland, William Burr; 1755, David

Bowlanil, William Burr; 1750-57, Capt. Tliomas Ilill, Lothrop

Lewi.s, David Rowland; 1758-59, David Rowland, M'illiam Burr;

170U-(J3, David Rowland, David Burr, Jr.
;
1704, David Rowland,

David Burr, Jr., Capt. David Burr; 17C5, David Rowland, Capt.

David Burr, Xatliau Bulkley
;
17GU, Lothrop Lewis, Col. Jolm Read,

David Burr, Elienezer Silliman
;

17G7, Ebene-zer Silliman, Capt.

David Burr, Lothrop Lewis
; 17C8, Ebenezer Silliman, Capt. David

Burr; 17G9, Ebenezer Silliman, Capt. David Burr, Thaddeus Burr;

1770, Ebenezer Silliman, Capt. David Burr
;
1771, Ebenezer Silliuuiii,

Capt. David Burr, Thaddeus Burr
; 1772, Ebenezer Silliman, Jona-

than Sturges, David Burr; 1773, Ebenezer Silliman, Joiiatliau Stur-

gis; 1774, Ebenezer Silliman, Capt. Samuel Snuier, .Jonathan Stur-

gis
;
177.5-70, Jonathan Surgis, C'apt. Samuel Sipiire, Thaddevis Burr;

1777, Capt. Samuel Squire, Maj. Elijah Abell
;
1778, Thaddeus Burr,

C'apt. Samuel Squire; 1779. Capt. Samuel Sci\iirc, George Bnrr, Capt.

Samuel Wakenian
; 1780, Capt. Samuel Wakeman, Brig-Gen. G. S.

Silliman, llezekiah Hubbell
; 1781, Brig.-Gen. G. S. Silliman, Ileze-

kiah Hubbell
; 1782, Miij. Elijah Abell, Col. llezekiah Hubbell

; 1783,

Jonathan Sturges, Capt. Samuel Wakeman, Tlnunas Nash
;
1784,

Jonathan Sturges, Thaddeus Burr; 1785-80, Col. Elijah Abell, An-
drew Rowland; 1787, Samuel Waterman, Joseph Strong, Andrew
Rowland, Elijah Abell

;
1788, Col. Elijah Abell, Joseph Sti-ong, Thad-

deus Burr; 1789, Col. Klljah Abell, Andrew Rowland
;
1700-«I, OA.

Elijah Abell, Andrew Rowland, Iiavid Burr; 1792, Andrew IVtyt-

land, Elijah Abidl
;
I79:i, Amlrew Rowland, David Burr. Elijah Abell;

1794, Andrew Itowlaiid, Le« is B. Stiirgis
;

179.5, Lew i« B. hlur;;lj),

Daviil Burr; JI'.Hi, Anilrew Rowland, Walter Brailley, Lewis B. .Stur-

gis, David Burr, Jr.
; 1797, Lewis li. StuiKi", Davirl Burr, Jr.

; 179)*,

Walter Bradley, David Ju<lali, David Burr; 1799, Lewis K, Sturgis,

David Burr, Elijah Abell; 18(J()-], Lewis B. Slurgis, David Burr;

1802, Lewis B. Sturgis, David Burr, AValter Brailley, Robert Wilson

;

18();j, Lewis B. Sturgis, Davirl liurr; 1801, Walter Brailley, Ji,.,uj»

Wakenian, Robert Wilson : 180.5, Walter Briwlley, Daviil Ilill, David

Burr, Samuel Rowland; 18(l(;, Wiilter Bradley, John Hull, Iiavid

BW/T, Ebemrziu- Banks; 1807, Davi'l Burr, Samuel Rowland, Walter

Bradley, John Hull; 1808. .Samuel Kowlanil, Aaron Sherwood, Ebe-

nezer Banks
;
18(J9, .Samuel Rmvland, Gershoni Burr, David Burr,

Samuel It. Sherwood
;
1810, John Hull, Seymour Taylor

; 1811, David

Burr, Jeremiah .Sturgis, James Bcatty
;
1812, David Burr, Gersliom

Burr, Samuel Rowland, .Samuel B. Sherwood ;
181'*, Samuel Row-

land, Samuel B. Sherwood
;

1814, Samuel B. .Sherwood, Gerwhom

Burr, William Thorp; 1815, Samuel IV. Sherwood, Samuel l^JWland,

John Hull, William Robinson
;
1810, David Hill, John Hull

; 1817,

David Hill, Gideon Tcunliiison
;
1818, Thonuus E. Row land, Gideon

Tomlinsoii; 1819, .Jeremiah Sturgis, .John Hull; 1820, Jesup Wake-

man, Seymour Taylor
;
1821-22, Abraham D. Baldwin, Jonathan

Bulkley; 1823, Jesup Wakemau, Seymour Taylor; 1824, Robert

Wilson, Ileury Slierwood
;
1825, Thomas F. Rowland, Roger M. Sher-

man; 182G, Abr.aham D. Baldwin, Robert WiLson : 1827, Robert

Wilson, Obadiah Beardsley
;

1828, David Ilill, Jonathan Bulkley
;

1829, Abraham D. Baldwin, Andrew Bulkley; 18:i0, David Hill,

Andrew Bulkley
;
1831, David Hill, Jeremiali Sturgis; 1832, John

S.Wilson, David Hill; 18:i3, David Cooley (2dj, John S. Wils<jn
;

1834, David Hill, Robert Wilson
;
1835, David Hill, llezekiah Allen

;

183G, Andrew Bulkley, Thomas B. Osborne; 18:37, David Coley,

Geo. Beck; 1838, Roger M. Sherman, Moses A. Sherwood
;
1839, liiifus

Blakeman, Joseph Bartram; 1840, Jonathan Bulkley, John Gould
;

1841, .Jonathan Bulkley, Rufus Blakeman
;
1842, Jonathan Bulkley,

Horace Banks
; 184:t, Jt.>seph Bartram, Thomas Robinson

;
1844,

Robert Wilson, Jonathan Bulkley
; 1845, Geoi'ge Beck, Jonathan

Godfrey; 1840, Horace Baiik.s, Thomas Bobinson
;
1847, Oliver II.

Perry, Ira B. AVheeler; 1848, Oliver II. Berry, John Burr; 1849,

Oliver II. Perry, John Gould
;
1850, Thomas B. Osborne, ILu'aco

Banks; 1851, Jonathan Godfrey, Charles Bennett; 1852, Jessup Al-

vord, lloiaco Banks ; 1853, 0. II. Perry, George B. Kissam
;
1854,

Jessu]i Alvoril, Arthur D. Osborne; 1855, II. Davis, Zanion Wake-

man, Jr.
;
185G, W. H. Bibbins, John Burr

;
1S57, 0. U. Perry, Sher-

wood Sterling
;
1858, Jonathan Godfrey, John Gould; 1859, 0. II.

Perry, Eraiikliii Siuitli
;
1800, Sherwood Sterling, 0. U. Perry

; 1801,

Sherwood Sterling, John 11. Glover
; 1862, Sherwood Sterling, Ed-

ward J. Alvord; 1803, Sherwood Sterling, Benjamin Pomeroy
; 1SC4,

Sherwood Sterling, Oliver II. Perry
;
1805-60, Phiueas T. Bai imm,

I'ranklin Smith; 1807, A. N. Benedict, Frank B. Wakeley
; 1808,

Henry Hall, John II. Glover; 1SG9, Cyrus Sherwood, B. L. Build,

M.D.; 1870, L. W. Clark, Seth Wakeman; 1871, Seth Wakemau,
A. J. Sherwood ;

1872, Paschal Shetlield, Joseph M. Morehouse
; 1873,

Seth Wakeman, Charles S. French ; 1874, Zalmon B. Bradley, Charles

S. FreiK-li
; 1875, Francis Bulkley, George W. Bradley

; 1870, Samuel

Pike, Charles S. French
;

1877, John Iloyt Perry, Alexander B.

Nichols
;
1878, John Hoyt Perry, Isaac Jennings

;
1879, Oliver Burr,

Ebenezer Burr, Jr.; 1880, Isaac Jennings, Morris M. Jlerwiu.

MILITARY RECORD.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.

James Bosworth, sergeant ; must. Aug. 6, 18C2 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, Nov.

15, 1803.

Gilbert Worden, corporal; n\ust. .\ug. G, 1802; must, out July 10, 18(55.

Henry Huss, musician; must. July 2:!, 18C2; must, out July 19, 1SC5.

Hurd, Edwin 1)., must. Aug. 8, 1802; must, out July 19, ISlVi.

Howe, Elias, Jr., must. .\ug. 14, 1802; must, out July 19, IStxl.

Larkin, James, must. Aug. G, 18G2 ; must, out July 19, ISGo.

The following list of those who enlisted from Fair-

field was prepared from records in the adjutant-

general's ofHce at Hartford

:
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Finn, Jacob. Jr., must. Aug. G, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 18G5.

Wilcoxson, Edgar S., must. Aug. 19,1802; pro. to second lieutenant;

must, out July 19, 1805.

Compnni/ F.

Eiggs, Smith, must. Dec. 11, 1803 ; discli. for disability, June 12, 1805.

Cowpavy G.

Bennett, Abner, must. Aug. 19, 1SG3; wounded; trans, to Inv. Corps,

March 15, 18G4.

Company K.

John J. McCarty, captain; com. Aug. 18, 1862; disch. Dec. 10, 1803.

John H. Norris, fii-st lieutenant; com. Aug. 18, 1802; res. May 12, 18G3.

John C. Mills, second lieutenant; com. Aug. 14, 1862 ; res. Jan. 11, 1803.

Theodore Neilson, must. Aug. 13, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John C'avanagh, must. Aug. 15, 18G2
;
missing July 3, 1863.

William Price, must. July 31, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Aug. 7, 1803.

Morris Batterson, must. July 30, 1802 ; disch. for disability, Jan. 19, 1803.

Allen, James R., must. Aug. 4, 18C2 ; must, out July 19, 1803.

Allen, George W.. must. July 31, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Allen, John, must. Aug. 16, 1802 ; trans, to Vet. Ees. Corps, Jan. 1, 18G5.

Banks, Benjamin, must. Aug. 15,1862; trans, to Inv. Corps, Jan. 15,

1804.

Brown, John, must. Aug. 19, 1862; disch. for disability, Oct. 17, 1802.

Cabin, Michael, must. Aug. 9, 1SG2; disch. for disability, Aug. 23, 1863.

Carpenter, Edward H., must. Aug. 20, 1802; trans, to Inv. Corps, Sept. 1,

1803.

Cable, James W.. must. Aug. 19, 18G2
;
missing July 3, 1863.

CoggewcU, Eli, must. Aug. 20, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Dawson, William T., must. July 31, 1802; rejected by surgeon.

Dougherty, Anthony, must. Aug. 21, 1802 ; trans, to Vet. Kes. Corps, Jan.

1, 1805.

Goodsell, Marvin, must. Aug. 18, 1802; must, out July 19, 1865.

Hawley, Abijah E., must. Aug. 15, 1S62; trans, to Inv. Corps, Jan. 15,

1804.

Hawkins, Eliliu S., must. Aug. 14, 1802; must, out July 19, 18C5.

Hale, JIathew, must. Aug. 4, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

Hill, Frank, must. Aug, 20, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Irving, James H., must. Aug. 4, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Kelly, James, must. Julj' 31, 1862; must, out July 19. 1865.

Looney, Peter, must. Aug. 19, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Morris, William, must. Aug. 7, 1802 ; must, out Jul.y 19, 1865.

McKay, Frederick, must. Aug. 19, 1802; wounded July 2, 1863; disch.

for disability, Dec. 20, 1863.

Mills, Francis, must. Aug. 13, 1802.

O'Conner, Morris, must. Aug. 20, 1802; must, out July 19, 1865.

Picker, Michael, must. Aug. 9, 1S62; disch. for disability, Jan. 23, 1803.

Sturll, Charles, nuist. A\ig. 20, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

Sherwood, Bottsford, nuist. Aug. 13, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Sherwood, Andrew, nmst. Aug. 13, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Sherwood, Stephen, must. Aug. 27, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Jan. 19,

1S63.

Seerey, John, must. Aug. 13, 1S62; wounded July 1, 1803 ; disch. for dis-

ability. May 14, 1804.

Steward, Thomas, must. Aug. 3, 1862; disch. for disability, Jan. 19, 1803.

Troutt, James A,, must. Aug. 19, 1862; must, out July 19, 1805.

Tyrell, John M., reiust. Aug. 14, 1862; wounded July 2, 1803; must, out

July 19, 1805.

Ells, William E., must. Aug. 18, 1804 ; disch. Oct. 8, 1864.

Jones, Charles, must. Aug. 11, 1864.

TWENTY-THIED EEGIMENT.

Company C,

Kongslin, George, must. Nov. 5, 1862.

Kwaner, Henry, must. Nov. 5, 1862.

Milnes, Thomas, must. Nov. 0, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Company D.

Hull, Henry, must. Sept. 10, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Nichols, Franklin W., must. Aug. 25, 1S62 ; died July 23, 1863.

Wilson, Samuel S., must. Aug. 30, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Wakeman, Tyler, must. Sept. 10, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Company F.

Miller, Charles, must. Oct. 20, 1SG2.

Company G.

Bryant, John, must. Oct. 30, 1802.

Green, George, must. Oct. 29, 1862.

Hunt, Gideon L., must. Oct. 29, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803. .

Lewis, Sidney E., must. Oct. 31, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Nolan, Patrick, must. Oct. 29, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Sanzes, Pedro, must. Oct. 31, 1862.

Smith, William, must. Oct. 29, 1802.

Wall, Charles E., must. Oct. 29, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Company T.

Abern, Daniel, must. Oct. 20, 1802 ; died July 20, 1863.

Anderson, Henry H., must. Oct. 27, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Allen, George, must. Nov. 4, 1802.

Atzbach, Paul, must. Oct. 28, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Baldwin, George B., must. Sept. 9, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Bell, Thaddeus H., must. Sept. 10, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1883.

Bulkloy, David B., must. Nov. 17, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Burke, Thomas, must. Oct. 30, 1802.

Bell, Martin, must. Nov. 1, 1802.

Grossman, Bradley, must. Oct. 30, 1802.

Craig, Abram D., must. Nov. 4, 1802.

Dimon, Benjamin E., must. Sept. 10, 1862 : disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Doley, Michael, must. Nov. 4, 1802.

Edwards, William, must. Nov. 1, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Frank, Charles, must. Oct. 30, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Gallaghan, James, must. Oct. 30, 1802.

Hoffman, John, must. Sept. 10, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Howard, Henry, must. Nov. 4, 1802.

Judson, Cluirles J., must. Sept. 10, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Jackson, George, must. Nov. 1, 1862.

Kelly, John, nnist. Oct. 30, 1802.

Klein, William, must. Oct. 29, 1802.

Kellum, John, must. Oct. 30, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Loud, Simeon W., must. Aug. 20, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Loud, Eufus J., must. Oct. 30, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Locklum, John, must. Nov. 1, 1802.

Legrand, Henry, must. Oct. 30, 1862.

Lange, Otto, must. Nov. 1, 1862.

Miller, Jacob, must. Nov. 3, 1802.

Jliller, George, must. Oct. 25, 1802.

McGnire, James, must. Oct. 30, 1862.

Munson, George, must. Oct. 30, 1862.

Merion, Francis B., must. Nov. 3, 1802; died April 17, 1803.

Passmore, Edmund, must. Aug. 29, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Eliinaldi, Charles, must. Sept. 9, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Eiley, Henry, must. Oct. 22, 1802.

Eyan, William, must. Oct. 28, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Eengir, Augustus, must. Nov. 10, 1862.

Slawson, Eugene, must. Sept. 10, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Snow, Stephen, must. Oct. 28, 1802.

Slicuster, Fritz, must. Oct. 30, 1802.

Sterm, Max, must. Oct. 30, 1862.

Stroh, Carl, must. Oct. 30, 1862.

Sheuster, Carl, must. Oct. 30, 1862.

Stapler, John H., must. Nov. 3, 1802.

Smith, Charles, must. Nov. 3, 1802.

Singhi, Martin U., must. Sept. 21, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Simpson, Frank, must. Nov. 4, 1802.

Thompson, Darius, must. Aug. 30, 1802.

Turncy, David, must. Sept. 1, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Van Buskirk, David, must. Sept. 10, 1862.

Williams, Eobert W., must. Oct. 30, 1862.

Wilson, Charles, must. Nov. 3, 1862.

THIRD EEGIMENT.

Company D.

Hendricks, Frederick B., must. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

FIRST EEGIMENT CAVALEY, CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEEES.

Kane, Patrick, must. Dec. 10, 1864 ; not taken up on rolls.

Jones, Mathew, must. Dec. 10, 1804.

Lawrence, James B., must. Dec. 1, 1804; not taken up on rolls.

Logan, John, must. Aug. 11, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

Myers, James, must. Dec. 15, 1863; not taken up on rolls.

Murphy, Charles, must. Aug. 5, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

MoCune, John, must. Aug. 16, 1864; not taken up on rolls.
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Mooro, Jolin, must. Pec. R, 1804; (liflcli. 28, 1804.

Mclntj-re, Tlioiiias, miiBt. Doc. 5, 1804; not tiilKMi up on roll«.

McBridf, John, must. ])<(;. 15, 1804 ; not tiikcn n\i on rollH.

Miniler, Kiclninl, njiint. Dec. Vi, 1804 ; not tiikon ii)) on rolln.

KobinBun, ,Iolin, niuHt. Doc. 8, 1804; not taken np on rolls.

Snioll, Jolin, niUBt. Dec. 14, 1804 ; not taken np on rolls.

Simpson, Ilonry, niUBt. Aug. 11, 1804 ; not taken np on rolls.

Sniitl), Thomas, must. Dec. 7, 1804; not taken up on rolls.

Wliitc, Patrick, must. Aug. 5, 1804 ; not taken up on rolls.

"Williams, .Toseph, nuist. Aug. 18, 1804; n(jt taken up on rolls.

Watson, William 11., must. Dec. 1, 1804; not taken up on rolls.

Welsh, John, must. Dec. 13, 1804.

AVatt, Burt, must. Dec. 13, 1804; not taken up on rolls.

SECOND LIGHT n.\TTERY.

William W. Waianiore, artificer; must. Aug. 12,1804; disch. Aug. 4,

180.5.

Blackman, Freilorick, must. Aug. 20, 1804; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

Gonlil, William J., must. Aug. 5, 18(i4; must, out Aug. !), 1805.

Leigh, Fredeiick G., must. Aug. 12, 1804; disch. July 17, 1805.

JIouil.v. Eilnnind T., nuist. Aug. 5, 1804; died July 30, 1805. ,

Nichols. Cideori, must. July 24, 1804; must, out Aug. 9, 180.5.

Sterling, David, must. Aug. 5, 1804; must, out Aug. 9, 18G5.

Stillman, David G., nnist. July 29, 1804; must, out Aug. 9, 18G5.

Buckley, Nathan, must. Feb. 10, 18C4 ; died March 30, 1804.

Burr, Abel M., must. Feb. 20, 1804; must, out June 27, 1805.

Clark, Charles A., nuist. Feb. 10, 1804; not taken up on rolls.

Crawford, John, nuist. Feb. 10, 1804 ; not taken up on rolls.

Crawfind, Charles, must. Feb. 10, 1804; not taken up on rolls.

Dempsey, James, must. Feb. 23, 1804.

Kicliols, Dwiglit 11., must. Feb. 22, 1804; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

Thompson, John, must. Feb. 23, 1804.

FIRST ARTILLERY.

Coriipam/ B.

Sherwood, Ely J., must. Nov. 0, 1804; wounded; disch. March 13, 18C5.

Company I.

Clancey, William, must. Dec. 5, 1804.

Tompkins, William, must. Aug. 24, 1804.

Company Jlf.

Beers, Lathrope, must. Feb. 12, 1802; disch. for disability, Aug. 14, 1802.

TJnati^i/jned.

Smith, William, must. Dec. 15, 1804; disch. June 9, 1805.

SECOND ARTILLERY.

Cowpamj C.

Manley, Philip, must. Dec. 10, 1803.

FIFTH INF.\NTRY.

Comjmni/ A.

Shaw, William K., must. .Tuly 22, 1802 ; wounded May 3, 1803 ; disch. for

disability, Nov. 17, 1803.

Compmnj K.

Irving, George W,, must. Nov. 24, 1801; re-eul. Jan. 0,1804, Co. D;
must, out Aug. 5, 1805.

McFarland, Peter, must. Dec. 10, ISGl ; died Dec. 8, 1802.

TENTH REGIMENT.

Compamj JI.

Green, AVilliam, nuist. Dec. 9, 1804.

Ilogan, Patrick, must. Dec. 4,1804; missing at Hatcher's Run, Va., April
1, 1805.

ELEVENTH REGIMENT.

Compimj K.

Lewis, James, must. Dec. 13, 1SC4.

MISCELLANEOUS.
John C. Schuyler, Co. C, 29th Regt. ; must. Dec. 14, 1803; must, out Oct.

24, 1805.

George W. Peterson, Co. C, 29th Regt. ; nuist. Dec. 10, 18C3 ; died Nov.
14, 1804.

B. Maticer, Co. C, 20th Regt.; must. Dec. 14, ISGS; died Apiil 11, 1£04.

Klcli. Oopeland, Co. C, 29th Ecgt,; muit. Dec. U, 1803; died June 10,

18M.

Edward Luke, Co. D, 29th Regt.; mugt. Dec. 16, 1803; died Jan. 4,

1804.

John T. Thomson, Co. I), 29tli Regt.; rnunt. Dec. 10, 18C3; traru. to

U. S. V. T.

James Rolin, Co. D, 29th Regt. ; must. Dec. 10, 1803 ; must, out Oct. 24,

1805.

J. H. Pell, Co. D, 29th Regt.; must. Dec. 16,1863; must, out Oct. 24,

180.5.

William WesBol, Co. F, 1st Art.; must. Dec. 3, 18C4; must, out Sejit. 2.5,

1805.

SylvanuH N. lieckwith, Co. A, 2d Art,; must. Feb. 24, 1804 ; must, out

Aug. 18, 180.5.

M. Philliiis, Co. M, 2d Art.; niiiBt, Aug. 10,1804; must, out Aug. 18,

1805.

S. S. Reynolds, must. Aug. 7, 1802; must, out Aug. 31, 1805.

George Smith, Co. I, 15th Regt.; must. Aug. 18,1802; died Kov. 23,

1802.

Joseph Alexander, Co. A, 27th Regt.-, must. Feb. 2.3,1804; must, out

Oct. 24, 1805.

Charles Harrison, Co. A, 29th Regt. ; must. Dec. 5, 1804 ; mu-st. out Oct.

24, 1805.

James Trusty, Co. D, 29th Regt.; must. Dec. 10, 1863; must, out June

12, 1805.

John Clark, Co. D, 29tli Regt.; must. Aug. 25, 1804; must, out Oct. 24,

1805.

Charles H. Colo, must. Dec. 10, 1803; must, out Oct. 24, 1805.

Hiram T. Beam, must. Dec. 15, 1863; disch. March 5, 1805.

T. M. Thomson, must. Dec. 10, 1803; must, out Oct. 24, 1805.

G. H. Washington, 29lh Regt. ; must. Dec. 15, 1804.

James Miuel, 29tli Regt.; must. Dec. 10, 1803.

B. Roberts, Co. C, 30th Regt.; must. Feb. 12,1804; must, out Nov. 7,

1805.

Samuel Moore, Co. D, 29th Regt. ; must. Dec. 10, 1803 ; must, out Oct.

24, 1805.

Henry Johnston, must. Dec. 15, 1803 ; trans, to U. S. C. T.

Henry Jackson, must. Dec. 10, 1803; disch. June 10, 1804.

Thomas Jackson, must. Dec. 18, 1803; must, out Oct. 24, 1805.

C. II. Scudder, must. Dec. 12, 1863 ; disch. July 29, 1804.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

OLIVER HENRY PERRY.

Oliver Henry Perry, son of Walter Perry, wa.« born

at Mill River (afterwards the borough of Southport),

in the town of Fairfield, Feb. 21, 1815.

The genealogy of the Perry family in America, so

far as it has been ascertained, begins with Richard

Perry, the immigrant, who is frequently mentioned in

the records of the New Haven colony from 1639 to

1647 as "Mr. Richard Pcry," often as a freeholder,

and at one time "Bccretarie for the Court of New
Haven." In 1647 he " had liberty to go a voiadge."

These memoranda indicate that he Avas a man of sub-

stance and of note in that colony, and it is supposed

that he came to Fairfield and was the ancestor of the

Perry family there,—viz., Richard, who died 1658

;

Nathaniel, who died 1682; Joseph, who died 1753;

Joseph, Jr., who died 1753; Peter, who died 1804;

and Walter, who was the third son of Peter, born at

Fairfield, Jan. 8, 1770, and died March 1, 1831.

Walter Perry was a merchant and ship-owner at

Mill River, and was a thorough and successful man
of business. He married Elizabeth Burr Sturges,
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daughter of Joseph Sturges, who gave his life for his

country, as elsewhere stated in this volume. They
had ten children, the youngest of whom was Oliver

H., the suhject of this notice.

Mr. Perry was fitted for college at the Fairfield

Academy, under Rev. Chauncey S. Lee, and en-

tered Yale in 1830, at the age of fifteen, but was
obliged to leave college during his Freshman year

on account of ill-health, and, in consequence of

the death of his father, did not return. He studied

law at the Yale Law School from 1838 to 1841, and

was admitted to the bar at New Haven, Dec. 8,

1841, but never engaged in the active duties of his

profession. He was always, however, a public-spir-

ited and patriotic citizen, and took a lively inter-

est in everything that concerned the welfare of his

native village, State, and country. The confidence of

his fellow-citizens in his ability, fidelity, and incor-

ruptible integrity is shown by the many instances in

which the most important trusts, both public and pri-

vate, have been committed to his keejiing. In his

native village he served as the active member of the

several committees which designed and ei-ected the

school-house for the graded public school in 1851-52,

the building for the Southport Savings Bank in 1864-

65, and the new Congregational church in 1875. He
Avas one of the projectors and original trustees of the

Oak Lawn Cemetery Association in 1865; was for

many years a director in the Southport Bank under

its original charter, and also after its organization as

a National Bank, and was warden of the borough of

Southport from 1846 to 1854.

He also filled other posts of duty in the town and

State, such as quartermaster of the Fourth Brigade

of Connecticut Infantry in 1836
;
representative from

the town of Fairfield in the General Assembly of

1847, 1848, 1849, 1853, 1857, 1859, 1860, 1864; and
Speaker of the House of Representatives in 1859 and

1860. He was an unsuccessful candidate of the Whig
party for State Senator in 1852, and of the Republi-

can party for Lieutenant-Governor in 1867. He was

elected Secretary of State in 1854, and was also one of

the Connecticut commissioners for the survey and

settlement of the State boundary-line between New
York and Connecticut in 1859-60. In 1854 he ^^ro-

cured the charter for the Southport Savings Bank,

was one of its original trustees, and since 1865 has

been its treasurer.

In 1875, Yale College conferred upon him the degree

of Master of Arts. He was one of the number that

organized the Congregational Church of Southport

in 1843 (which was an oif-shoot from "ye ancient

church" in Fairfield), and in 1878 he was chosen one

of its office-bearers.

Mr. Perry was married Sept. 9, 1846, to Harriette

E. Hoyt, only daughter of Hon. Eli T. Hoyt, of Dan-
bury. Their children are (1) John H., born July 26,

1848
;
graduated at Yale College 1870, at Columbia

Law School, New York, 1872; is now of the law-firm

of Woodward & Perry, at Norwalk, Conn., and has

three times represented the town of Fairfield in the

General Assembly. In 1874 he was married to F.

Virginia Bulkley, daughter of George Bulkley, Esq.,

of Southport, whose ancestry is given in another place.

(2) Henry H., born Dec. 8, 1849, graduated at Yale

Sheffield Scientific School 1869; was a civil engineer

for two years, and afterwards engaged in trade. He
was married in 1874 to Florence P. Sanborn, daughter

of William Sanborn, of Ashtabula, Ohio.

(3) Winthrop H., born Sept. 20, 1854; graduated at

Yale College, 1876; was married in 1880 to Louisa

Huidekoper, daughter of Prof. Frederick Huidekoper,

of Meadville, Pa.

(4) Hattie H., born July 27, 1858.

This record of the public life of Mr. Perry would

be incomplete without a tribute to his moral worth.

A firm believer in the Christian religion, a diligent

student of the Holy Scriptures, a humble follower of

the Lord Jesus Christ, a man of prayer, and exemplary

in all the relations of private life, he has always

sought to promote "whatsoever things are true and

honest, and just, and pure, and lovely, and of good

report."

His infiuence in favor of the cause of education and

public improvement and "pure and undefiled reli-

gion" will never cease to be felt in the community in

which he resides, and throughout a wide circle of

friends and fellow-citizens.

REV. THOMAS BENEDICT STURGES,

only son of Joseph Porter Sturges and Laura Bene-

dict, of Daubury, Conn., was born in Bridgeport,

Conn. His grandfather, Lewis Sturges, was of Eng-

lish descent; married and had two sons,—viz., Isaac

and Joseph P. He removed to Greenville, Ohio,

where he followed farming until his death.

His father was a carpenter and joiner in the earlier

part of his life, and later was engaged in the lumber

trade. He was a member of the Congregational

Church. He died at the residence of his son. Rev.

Thomas B. Sturges, of Greenfield Hill, Conn., in 1861,

aged seventy-six years.

The mother of Rev. T. B. Sturges descended from

Thomas Benedict, an Englishman of noble qualities,

who settled in Connecticut at a very early day. She

died in 1850.

Rev. T. B. Sturges prepared for college under the

tutorship of Mr. Hamlin, now Bishop Hamlin, of

Ohio, and Dr. Judson,—two noble men long to be re-

membered by their pupils, many of whom are alive

till this day, 1880. In the year 1831 he entered

Yale College, from which he was graduated in 1835,

and immediately went to Andoyer Theological Sem-

inary, where he remained one year ; thence to New
Haven Theological Seminary, where he remained two

years. After spending some little time in regaining

his health, he went to Sackett's Harbor, N. Y., wker j
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he was engaged as a pastor of the Congregational

Church at that place. Here he made many warm
friends, and would liave remained, but the lake winds

proved too much for him, and he was compelled to

resign his pastorate, much against the wishes of his

people and his own inclinations. It was here he

formed the acquaintance of Hannah W., daughter of

Chauncey Baker, whom he married, Aug. IG, 1841.

Of this union five children have been born,—viz.,

Edward B., a lawyer in Scranton, Pa. ; Laura E., at

home ; William H., a merchant in St. Louis ; Frank
C, a lawyer in Wilkesbarre, Pa. ; and Annie M., at

home.

Soon after his marriage, in the fall of 1841, he re-

turned to his native place, Bridgeport, where he re-

mained the following winter. During this time he

preached for the Congregational Church at Greenfield

Hill, Conn. June 10, 1842, he was installed pastor

of that church, and continued in active duty, except

a few months spent abroad, until the summer of 18G7,

when failing health compelled him to resign, since

which time he has not engaged in any business. In

1869 he visited the Holy Land, Egypt, Turkey, and
other places of interest, and remained six months.
In 1872 he took his wife and two daughters and
visited.England, France, Germany, Switzerland, Italy,

and many other countries, and returned in the fall of

1876. He now resides in Greenfield Hill, Conn. He
was a good preacher, and a better pastor. He enjoys

the confidence of his brethren in the ministry, and
the love and friendship of those who know him.

SAMUEL ALLEN NICHOLS.*

Samuel Allen Nichols, son of Hezekiah and Anna
Penfield Nichols, was born in the town of Fairfield,

Conn., May, 1789. His father was a farmer by occu-
J pation. He had five sons and four daughters, of whom
I

Samuel A. was the youngest. Samuel A. had such
advantages for an education as the common schools

of his time afforded. Thus he laid the foundation of

an education which, aided by a life-long perusal of
the best books and papers at his command, made him
one of the best-inibrmed men of his day.

On the 20th of March, 1816, he married Wilsana,
daughter of Capt. Wilson Wheeler, who died at sea.

Mrs. Nichols was born in Bridgeport, Conn., in 1789,
and died in Fairfield, Conn., in 1857, aged sixty-eight
years and three months. Their children are as fol-

lows : Abby B., Julia B. (deceased), Anna P., Jane A.,
John (deceased), John (2), Henry (deceased). He
was a farmer and dealer in general merchandise.
He was by choice and the general bent of his mind
a Whig and Republican, and as such one of the lead-
ing men of his town. He was town clerk of Fairfield
from 1837 to 1863, a period of twenty-six consecutive
years, and the books kept by him attest his ability

;

n * By Mrs. Kate E. Perry.
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selectman several years, and magistrate for many
years. His efficiency anfl popularity were such that

he was elected by a unaninious vote of both the

opposing i)arties.

Mr. and Mrs. Nichols were members of the Con-

gregational Church of Fairfield for more than forty

years, and lie was elected deacon of the same in 184^),

wliicli ])Osition he filled at the time of his death, Felj.

4, 1864. Deacon Nichols is spoken of by those who
knew him as an tipright Christian gentleman, a man
respected by all. He was courteous in hi.s bearing

towards others, and thus won a host of friends. He
was a man of trust, and occupied an honorable place

in society. He took a great interest in town matters,

and in a measure the citizens arc grateful to him for

the elms which beautify the green in Fairfield, as he

assisted in setting them out, and in watering them
through a drought till they were self-sustaining. He
left a family of daughters, who are engaged in every

good work, and are ladies of education, refinement,

and culture, and one son. He was a firm friend, kind

and hospitable to the poor, and the church found in

him a strong pillar. As a husband he was affectionate

and true ; as a father, kind and indulgent; as a citizen,

patriotic and benevolent, and as a man, honest. Mr.

Nichols built a fine residence, opposite H. J. Beers',

in Fairfield, which is occupied by his daughters, Mrs.

Kipjien, Anna, and Abby B. This family is descended

from William Nichols, an early settler in Fairfield.

(See "Colonials," 16, 18.)

WILLIAM WEBB WAICEMAN.

W^illiam Webb Wakeman was the eldest son of

Jesup Wakeman, who was a lineal descendant of Rev.

Samuel Wakeman, the second pastor, from 1665 to

1692, of the old church of " The Prime Ecclesiastical

Society" of Fairfield, coexistent with the town itself.

Samuel was the son of John Wakeman, who was the

first treasurer of the New Haven colony, and one of

the founders of New Haven. The genealogical order

is: John, Samuel, Josei)h; Stephen, Jesup, Jesup, Jr.,

and William Webb. Samuel was educated in part

at Harvard College, and became an able and strong

man. He was not only one of the ecclesiastical lights

of his day, but exerted a large influence in State mat-

ters as well, and left his impress upon the legislation

of those early colonial times. His "election sermon'
before the General Court in 1685 called forth the

thanks of that body, with a vote to print it at it^ ex-

pense.

Jesup Wakeman, fifth in descent from the above,

was born at Green's Farms, in the then "West Farms
Parish of Fairfield," Feb. 12, 1771, and settled in Mill

River, a village situated at the mouth of the river of

that name, in the western part of the town of Fair-

field, now called Southport, and who, with the Perry

and Bulkley families, by their industry and enterprise,

may rightfully be called the founders of its prosperity.
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Jesup engaged in trade and navigation, in which he

was successful, and died May 4, 1844, leaving for his

children a comfortable inheritance. He married

Esther Dimon, daughter of William Dimon and

Esther Sturges, of Fairfield. They had eight chil-

dren,—Susan, William Webb, Maurice, Zalmon,

Jesup, Julia, Hetty, and Cornelia.

William Webb, the subject of this sketch, was born

at Mill River, now Southport, on June 19, 1799. Af-

ter his education at the " Fairfield Academy," he first

went into business with his father at Mill River, and

soon after engaged in navigation on his own account,

and while yet a young man became master of his own
vessel. He then embarked in the coast trade between

New York and Salem and Boston, and while so em-

ployed had the misfortune to wreck one of his vessels

near Holmes' Hole, in which was broug-ht out his

characteristic coolness and determination, for every

man on board was sent in safety to the shore before

he would leave his stranded vessel. He then extended

his coasting trade to Georgetown, D. C, and to other

Southern ports, and soon, with others, established a

line of vessels to run between New York and Savan-

nah, Ga. He was also engaged in the China trade,

and was one of the first that sent his vessels to Cali-

fornia after its annexation to the United States.

With the increase of capital and of vessels, he found

it expedient to organize a shipping-house in New
York, under the firm-name of Wakeman, Dimon &
Co., afterwards Wakeman, Gookin & Dickinson, and

subsequently W. W. Wakeman & Co.

To the prosperous line to Savannah, a few years

afterwards, Wakeman, Gookin & Dickinson added a

ship-line to Galveston, Texas, known as the " Star

Line," and which before the war of the Rebellion

gave place to a line of steamers, by which for some

years they carried on a large and j^rofitable trafllic.

Besides their heavy shipping interests, this house

became largely interested in gold and silver mining in

California and Nevada, and at one time acted as the

New York agent for some of those mines.

On Oct. 29, 1833, Mr. Wakeman married Mary
Catharine Hull, daughter of Lyman Hull and Amelia

Bulkley, of Hull's Farms, town of Fairfield.

Their children were : Eliza H., married Charles M.

Taintor, of New York City; Delia M., married

Dwight Baker, ofNew York City (both now deceased)

;

Cornelia C, married Charles B. Tompkins, of New
York City ; William W., married C. Augusta Wood,

daughter of Eoss Wood, of New York City
;
Mary

C, who died young
;
Jesuj), married Elizabeth Dut-

ton, daughter of James Dutton, of Utica, N. Y. ; and

Susan A.

Mr. Wakeman was by nature a man of great energy

and force of character, and so he made his influence

felt, and often paramount, in whatever he undertook.

This not only gave him success in business, but made

him a valuable acquisition to any cause that he was

led to espouse. In all public movements that prom-

ised moral or material improvement to the place or

people among whom he lived, he was ever ready by
labor or contribution to give his efficient aid.

He warmly advocated, and was one of the com-

mittee to build, a suitable house for a good graded

public school in Southport in 1851-52; one of the

original trustees of the Southport Savings Bank in

1854, and of the Oak Lawn Cemetery Association in

1865.

He became a member of the Congregational Church

of Southport March 7, 1847, and was elected to the

office of deacon Jan. 5, 1849. His church life, like

his daily life, was earnest and faithful to whatsoever

duty called, allowing no ordinary obstacle to hinder

or defeat its conscientious performance. True to his

convictions, prompt in his engagements, and open-

handed to the poor and needy, he was always found

a staunch friend on the side of right, and an out-

spoken foe to whatever he esteemed to be wrong. His

works live after him, not only in his wholesome ex-

ample and consistent religious life, but in his testa-

mentary benefactions to his church, and to the leading

benevolent institutions of the day, bearing testimony

to those objects which in his later years lay very near

to his heart.

Late in 1868 he went to California to look after his

Pacific interests, and while there was developed the

disease which, after his return to New York, put an

end to his life on the 19th of April, 1869, in the

seventieth year of his age,—a true, earnest, well-

rounded life.

HENRY J. BEERS.

Henry J. Beers represents an old and honorable New
England family, and was born in Fairfield in 1810.

AVhen a lad of fifteen he went to New York City

;

and, after serving diligently as a clerk for several years

with a firm in the wholesale grocery business, a thor-

ough knowledge of which his natural force and per-

sistent application enabled him soon to acquire, he in

connection with Peter L. Bogart formed a partnership

in the same line. Under the title of Beers & Bogart

the new firm started at 177 South Street, from whence

they removed to 34 Broadway, where they, for upwards

of twenty years, were widely known as a reliable and

successful grocery-house.

Mr. Beers retired from active mercantile life in 1856

with a fair competency, and, returning to his native

town, built the residence which the accomj>anying en-

graving fairly rejiresents.

With the publication of this History, Mr. Beers en-

ters upon his seventy-first year, and is as hale and

hearty as if a quarter of a century younger.

Hospitable and open-handed, taking a lively inter-

est in all that concerns his native town and its people,

he has a large acquaintance, and commands that ster-

ling regard that comes from manly straightforward-

ness and good citizenship.
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Jesup B. Wakeman was a son of Jesup Wakeman,

and was born in Southport, Conn., June 17, 1806. He
received an academic education. He married Amelia

A., daughter of James Jarvis, of New York City,

Dec. 30, 1830, and to tliem were born three children,

—viz., James J., Julia F., and Henry J.,—all of whom
are dead.

Soon after his marriage he settled on a farm, where

he continued to lead a quiet, unassuming life until his

death, March 6, 1878. He was a member of the Epis-

copal Church at Southport. In politics he was a Re-

publican. He never held any official positions, always

preferring the quiet of home to official honors. He
was a firm friend, a good citizen, and a kind husband.

For a more extended history of the Wakeman family,

see biography of William W. Wakeman.

CAPTAINS EDWIN AND CYRUS SHERWOOD.

Away back in the early history of England Sher-

wood Forest has often mention, and from the pro-

prietors of that historic gi'ound are descended the

Sherwoods of Fairfield, Conn. It is an old, old

family of good repute always, and leal and loyal ever.

Thomas Sherwood, progenitor of the American Sher-

woods, came to Fairfield from England before the or-

ganization of the town. He died about 1675. His

son Thomas died about 1698. His son was Samuel.

He had a son Daniel. This Daniel had a son who
bore his own name, Daniel, and whose son, AVilliam,

was the father of Capt. Edwin and Cyrus. The

original place of Bcttlement of Thoma« woh Hull's

Farms, and here for two or three gcncration« lii.s

posterity was born. Daniel (2<1) graduated from

Yale College in 1756. His diploma, yet in existence,

gives as the faculty at tliattime : 'I'ljoinas (,'lapp. Pres-

ident, Jared Eli(;t, J>cn Lord, Solomon Williams, and

Noah Ilobart. He married Abigail, daughter of

Deacon John Andrews, of Green's Farms. He was

a farmer and a magistrate, an office of dignity in

those days. Their children were Abigail, born April

21, 1760, married 1779, died Dec. 24, 1814, mother of

four children; l^leanor, l)orn Ajjril 16, ]77''>,—no

children; Elizabeth, born July 24, 1771, died Sept.

11, 1826,—no children; Daniel (3d), born June 8,

1761; Ralph, born Nov. 19, 1764; Justice, born Aug.

13, 1768
;
Abraham, born May 15, 1763, died Oct. 18,

1799; Walter, born Sept. 12, 1773, died Oct. 20, 1799,

leaving no children; Aaron, born Nov. 28, 1766;

Stephen, born March 2, 1779, had no children; Wil-

liam, born March 23, 1777.

William Sherwood was a farmer and merchant.

In politics, a Whig. He remained on the old home-
stead with his father until his marriage with Abigail

Couch. She was born at Green's Farms, Aug. 14,

1782, was a member of the Congregational Church,

and both her husband and herself died at Hull's

Farms. His death occurred in April, 1844. From
an old manuscript now in possession of Capt. Edwin
Sherwood we give a synopsis of the American line

of her descent. Thomas and Simon Couch were ap-

prentices to a tailor in England. One finishing his

apprenticeship, the other ran away, secreted himself

on board of a vessel, and came to America with his

brother. They landed at or near New Haven, and,

holding up a stick, let it fall to direct them. Thomas
went eastward, Simon, westward, as far as Green's

Farms. The people at this i)lace wanting a tailor,

gave him a lot of land to settle with them. This lot

lay on the hill near the bi'idge built over one of the

branches of the New Creek, and commonly called

Bridge Hill. He soon kept an inn, and, having mar-

ried, had three sons, Thomas, Simon, and Samuel.

Thomas received the best education the times and
circumstances of the family could afford. Their

father dying when they were young, unmarried men,

Simon and Samuel agreed to send their elder brother

to England (he having the best education) to receive

an inheritance of five million dollars, which had there

fallen. But at this time France and England were at

war, and Thomas was taken at sea, carried into France,

and never again heard of Samuel settled at Benja-

min Hill, about a mile northwest of the old burying-

ground in Green's Farms. Simon had two sons

—

Thomas and "Simon—and four daughters. Fourth

generation : Simon Couch occupied his father's

place at Turkey Hill; had four sons—Thomas, Simon,

Gideon, Stei)hen—and throe daughters. Sarah, Elizji-

beth, and Mary. So far the old manuscript. From
' another record we compile as follows: Simon Couch,
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grandfather of Mrs. William Sherwood, lived in a

house on Great Lot, near the sea-shore, which was

burned by the British during the Revolution. He
afterwards removed to Redding Ridge, and married a

daughter of old Capt. Nash, Avho lived near Green's

Farms, on a place now belonging to Daniel Burr's

estate. His son Simon was born at Green's Farms,

in a house which was built by his father, in 1743.

He married Abigail Chapman, Nov. 25, 1779. She

was born Oct. 10, 1758. Their children were Simon,

William, and Abigail, mother of Capt. Edwin and

Cyrus Sherwood. All of the nine children—Simon,

William, Edwin, Cyrus, Aaron, Albert, Abby, Eliza-

beth, and Mary—were born at Hull's Farms.

Edwin Sherwood, son of William and Abigail

(Couch) Sherwood, was born Feb. 24, 1805. He had

a common-school education ; at the age of seventeen

left his father's farm and shipped as a sailor before

the mast on a vessel plying between Ncav York,

Boston, and the Southern cities. He was mate for

two years, and was master of a sloop of sixty tons,

called " John," owned by Meeker & Sherwood, be-

fore he was twenty-one. About 1827 he became

fourth owner of the brig "America," carrying one

hundred and forty-seven tons, of which he was made
captain. He ran her about four years; then pur-

chasing an interest in the schooner "Georgia," two

hundred tons, running between New York and Sav-

annah, commanded her four years. Capt. Sherwood

then superseded the "Georgia" by a brig carrying

fjur hundred tons, which he built expressly for this

route and commanded ten years, when he sold it, and

has not been on active duty since 1845 or 1850.

Capt. Sherwood is now a director of Danbury and

Norwalk Railroad, and vice-president of Southport

Savings Bank, and, with his wife, belongs to the

Congregational Church. He married Mary A.,

daughter of Deacon Joseph Hyde, Dec. 12, 1837.

Their children are Edwin H. and Simon C. Edwin

H. is a farmer at Omaha, Nebraska, and Simon also

a farmer at the old home. Mrs. Sherwood was born

at Green's Farms, July 12, 1813. She claims direct

descent from Humphrey Hyde, whose name appears

on the early records of the town of Fairfield as one

of its earliest tax-payers, having possession of a large

tract of land in what was called the long lots."

Her ancestors originally came from England, where,

at different places, they have impressed their name
on various locations, as Hyde Park, and left property

valued at millions of dollars. Her father, Joseph,

was born in 1761, married Arete JesuiJ, and had a

family of fourteen children, of which Mrs. Sherwood

was youngest. Her grandfather was Joseph, born in

1739, and married Betty Sherwood. Her great-grand-

father was John, third of the name, the father of the

first being the Humphrey Hyde above spoken of

He was born in 1692, and married Rachel Holmes.

John Hyde (2) was born in 1668, and married Rachel

Rumsey. John Hyde, son of Humphrey, married '

Elizabeth , and inherited from his father vari-

ous tracts of land, in connection with his sisters, Han-
nah and Sarah, under will bearing date May 8, 1666,

and recorded in records of the town of Fairfield on

the same day.

Cyrus Sherwood, son of William and Abigail

(Couch) Sherwood, was born Aug. 24, 1807. He re-

mained on the farm with his father, receiving a com-

mon-school education, until he was about twenty

years old, when he shipped as sailor before the mast

on a vessel making trips from Southport to Provi-

dence. Shortly after he became captain of the sloop

" Cornelia," running between Southport and New
York. Following this for a year or so, he discovered

that it was not good for man to be alone, and mar-

ried, on March 6, 1881, Sally Bradley, daughter of

Lyman and Amelia Hull, of Fairfield. For nearly

fifty years this worthy pair have trodden life's path-

way together, in peace and harmony with all, and

with " kindness to all and malice to none" as a guid-

ing maxim of their life. Soon after their marriage

they settled on the old homestead of her ancestors.

He left it once to engage with Wakeman B. Meeker
and Simon Sherwood as captain of sIoo^d "John."

Selling his interest, he bought a share, with Capt.

Joseph Jennings, in the sloop " Ganges." He was

afterwards a merchant for a short time, but after he

sold his store to Capt. Joseph Jennings he has made
his home permanently on the farm.

Mr. Sherwood is a Republican in politics ; has been

selectman several years, member of the Legislature,

and magistrate for a number of years.

Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood have only one child, Mary
C, who married John Dimon Bradley, of Easton.

She has one son, who is named Cyrus Sherwood, in

honor of his grandfather.

Mr. Sherwood is a good citizen, a staunch friend, a

kind neighbor, and has the esteem of a large circle of

friends.

LYMAN HULL.

Lyman Hull, son of John and Eleanor (Sherwood)

Hull, was born in the town of Fairfield, Aug. 22, 1776.

He was a farmer, and resided always in the town of

his birth. He was a quiet, undemonstrative man,

caring little about publicity, and strong in his attach-

ment for home and its surroundings. In 1798 he mar-

ried Amelia Bulkley. Their children were Benjamin

S., Eliza (Mrs. Simon Sherwood), Amelia Eleanor

(Mrs. Capt. Joseph Jennings), Sally Bradley (Mrs.

Cyrus Sherwood), Delia Maria (second wife of Capt.

Joseph Jennings), Mary Catharine (Mrs. William

Wakeman).
Mr. Hull was an attendant of the Congregational

Church, and in his day was well considered by his

associates. He was upright, generous, honest, and

blessed not only with a fair share of this world's

goods, but, better far, with that spirit of content
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which is more than riches. He died Oct. 11, 1822,

from disease resulting from exposure while engaged

in farming, leaving to his children the inheritance of

an unblemished name.

The home of Cyrus Sherwood, on the place so long

owned and occupied by Mr. Hull, is represented on

another page.

EPIIRAIM BURR.

The name Burr, formerly spelled Buer, is of Ger-

man origin, but the ancestors having lived several

generations in England are generally termed English.

Between the years 1630 and 1640 three Puritans,

heads of families, set sail for the New World, then,

above everything else, attracting the attention of the

bold and daring in every country of Europe. The

first of these to arrive in this country was Jehu Burr.

He came with Winthrop's famous fleet in 1630, and

on his arrival settled in Roxbury, Mass. ; thence he

accompanied William Pynchon to the founding of

Springfield, Mass., and eventually settled at Fairfield,

Conn., where his descendants became the firmest i>il-

lars of the old colonial structure, and jirominent in

both civil and military affairs. The second was Ben-

jamin Burr, who aided in the settlement of Hartford

in 1635, and from whom has descended a very numer-

ous and highly respectable family, known as the

Hartford branch. The third was the Rev. Jonathan

Burr, founder of the Dorchester branch. He was a

man of fine education and eminent abilities.

Jehue, or Jehu, Burr was born in England about

1600, and died in Fairfield, Conn., about 1670, leaving

a family of four sons, perhajis daughters, viz., Jehu
(2d), John, Nathaniel (1), and Daniel. Nathaniel

(1) was probably born in Springfield, Mass., about

1640, and settled with his parents in Fairfield ; made
freeman in 1664 ; was constable in 1669

;
representa-

tive during the years 1692, '93, '94, and '95. He was

a farmer. He was twice married, and had two chil-

dren by his first marriage, viz., Sarah and Nathaniel

(2) , and six children by his second, viz., John, Daniel,

Ann, Mary, Esther, and Rebecca. His will is dated

Feb. 22, 1712, and approved March 5, 1712.

Nathaniel (2) Burr was born in Fairfield, Conn.,

was a lawyer by profession and well reputed in the

colony. He was deputy for Fairfield from October,

1697, until 1700. His children were as follows

:

Joseph and Nathaniel (3), twins, died in infancy,

Sarah, Anna, Nathaniel (4), and Ephraim (1).

Ephraim (1) Burr was a native of Fairfield, Conn.,

married Abigail, daughter of Judge Peter Burr, Jan.

7, 1725. Their children were as follows : Eunice,

Anna, Ellen, Ephraim (2), Ebenezer, Abigail, Sarah,

and Peter, born Nov. 2, 1754. Ephraim Burr died in

1776, and his wife died in 1810.

Peter Burr married Esther, daughter of Dr. Seth

Jennings, of Fairfield, Conn. Their children were

as follows: Thaddeus, Sarah, Eunice, Anna, Esther,

Abigail, Mary, E|)hraim (2), and Ebenezer, or Eben,

all of whom were born in Fairfield, Conn., and ail

had families exce[»t Mary.

Peter Burr was a fanner. He died .July 4, 1816.

Ei>hraim (2) JJurr was born in Fairfield, Conn.,

Oct. 7, 1794. He remained at home until he wa«

twenty-two years of age, except some six months

which he spent in coasting, and while thus engaged

he was taken jjrisoner by the British in the war of

1812 and retained sixteen days. He then returned

home and worked on the farm.

He married Eunice, daughter of Daniel Sherwood,

May, 1823. Of this union. two children were born,

viz., Henry S. and Frances. Honry S. went to Cali-

fornia, where he died in 1871, and left one son, Henrj'S.

Capt. Burr has been a farmer, and many years ago

owned an interest in a vessel. He was for many
years a captain of a company of State militia. He is

one of the staunchest Re])ublicans in the town.

While he is not a member of any church, he gives to

the support of the Congregational Church. His wife

died June 9, 1864, aged seventy-two years.

BRADLEY 11. NICHOLS.

Bradley H. Nichols, son of Ephraini and Marj'

(Bradley) Nichols, was born in Fairfield, Conn., in

September, 1792, and died in the same town, Nov. 8,

1874. Ephraim Nichols was a tanner and currier

and boot and shoemaker. Bradley was early initiated

into his father's business, and followed it until his

love of agriculture caused him to become a farmer.

Into this new employment Mr. Nichols carried not

only a love for rural life, but the system and precision

acquired in the pnictical business life of his early

manhood, and was a thorough, successful, and good

farmer. Through all the changes of his long life he

never forsook the farm, but continued a live, prog-

ressive agriculturist until his death. He had a large

stock of vitality, inherited from his Puritan ancestry,

and, with a genial and social nature, was universally

a favorite.

Mr. Nichols married Charlotte, daughter of Isaac

Banks, a former resident in Fairfield, Jan. 19, 1815.

Their children were Susan W., who married Zalmon

Wakenian, an influential citizen of Fairfield, who
left her a widow in 1865, and Eleanor ;\Iaria, who
married William Bradley, a farmer, and formerly a

merchant at Greenfield Hill.

Intelligent, of quick perceptions, ever active in

works of progress and imitrovement, Mr. Nichols

was held in high repute by his many friends and

those who met him in business relations, and when,

in the fullness of a hale old age, he Wi\s called away

from earth, all felt the loss of an honest man.

Isaac Banks was born lyiay 26, 1766, and married

Eleanor Sturges, who was born -\Iay 20, 1765, Thoy
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had four children,—Eleazur (deceased), Charity,

Charlotte, and Horace. Mr. Banks died Dec. 26,

1840. His wife survived him six years, dying Feb.

19, 1847.

CHAPTER XXXV.
GEEENWICH.

Geographical—Topographical—Indian Occupancy—Petuquapaen— The
Indian Purchase—The Deed—Greenwich Manor—Patrick and Feaks
as Patrjons—Indian Troubles— The War—The Pioneers—"Horse-

neck"—Early Interest in Cliurch Matters—Tlie First Marriage—List
of Voters in 1088—Town-List for 1G94-95—Extracts from Records—
The French War—Early Merchants— Physicians— Lawyers—Post-

Offices.

This town lies in the southwest corner of the county,

and is bounded as follows : On the north by Westches-

ter Co., N. Y. ; on the east by the town of Stamford

;

on the south by Long Island Sound ; and on the west

by Westchester Co., N. Y. The surface of Greenwich
is hilly, and the soil is very fertile.

INDIAX OCCUPAXCY.—PETUQUAPAEN.

Prior to the advent of the white settler this was one

of the most thickly-settled portions of the Indian

country, the permanent residents at Petuquapaen

numbering about five hundred. The ruling sachem
was Ponus, who died prior to 1640, having long

wielded a powerful influence among the various

tribes of the East. Wascussue, a brother of Ponus,

was the ruling sachem of the Rippowams, at Stam-

ford. The tract of land embraced within the bounds

of what may properly be styled Petuquapaen extends

from the present boundary-line between Stamford and
Greenwich westward to the two streams known as the

Brothers. On the west of this tract, extending to

Byram River, was Miossehassaky, and still west of

Byram was a smaller village, known as Huseco, which

was located not far from the present village of Port-

chester, N. Y.

THE INDIAN PURCHASE.—THE DEED.

The first purchase from the Indians of land lying

within the bounds of the present town of Greenwich

was made by CajDt. Daniel Patrick and Robert Feaks,

July 16, 1640. The following is a copy of the deed

which conveyed the lands to Patrick and Feaks

:

"Wee Amogeron, Sachem of Asamuck, and Rammatthone, Naw-
horone, Sachems of Patomuck, have sould unto Robert Feaks and Daniell

Patricke all theire rights and interests in all ye severall lands betwejie

Asamuck river and Patomuck, which Patomuck is a little river which

divideth ye bounds betwene Capt. Turner's Purchase and this, except ye

neck by ye Indians called Monakewego, by us Elizabeth neck, which

neck is ye peticaler perchase of Elizabeth Feaks, ye sd Robt. Feaks his

wife, to be hers and her heirs and assigns, forever, or else to be at ye dis-

posal of ye aforementioned purchasers forever, to them and theire

heaires, executors or assigns, and theye to enjoy all rivers, Islands, and

ye severall naturall adjuncts of all ye forementioned places, neigther

shall ye Indians fish within a mille of aney cnglish ware, nor invite nor

permit any other indians to sett down in ye forementioned lands ; in con-

sideration of which lands ye forementioned purchasers are to give unto

ye above n.imed sachems twenty-tive coates, whereof they have reserved

eleven in part payment; to witness all which, they have hereunto sett

theire bands this 18 July, 1C40.

" Witness : Keofram hath sold all his Right

Robert Heusted, in y» above sd Necks unto Jeffere

his Ferris as witness underwritten:

Andrew

his

Messenger.

Feslifieth

his

Russ abelt.

Amogerone.

mark.

his

Saponas

mark.

Whawhoron '

^

mark,

his

Akerogue y^^V)
mark,

his

Ampell- -^-^
heettone

"

mark,

his

Whawhoron

Kefferam f

mark.

Panorohas

Witness or haflianones to ye last

named
Richard Williams,

Angell Huested.

his

A. H.

mark.

Powiatoh

mark,

his

mark.
" The above written bill of sale was entered in ye yeare 1C80 pr Samuel

Peck, recorder."

GREENWICH MANOR.

The purchase was made ostensibly under the au-

spices of the New Haven colony, but Patrick, who,

with various others of the early settlers, not regard-

ing with favor the Puritanical restraints of the church,

and having received but little assistance from that

colony when the Dutch laid claim to the land included

within his i^urchase, signed the following deed

:

" Whereas, we, Capt. Daniel Patrick and Elizabeth Feake, duly author-

ized by her husband Robert Feiike, now sick, have resided two years

about live or six miles east of the New Netherlands, subject to the Lord

States General, who have protested against us, declaring that the said

land lay within their limits, and that they should not allow any person

to nsnip it against their lawful rights; and whereas, we have equally

persisted in our course during these two years, having been well assured

that his Majesty the King of England had pretended some to this soil

;

and whereas, we understand nothing thereof, and cannot any longer pre-

sume to remain thus, on account both of this strife, the danger conse-

quent thereon, and these treacherous and villainous Indians, of whom
we have seen so many sorrowful examples enough. We therefore be-

take ourselves under the protection of the Noble Lord States General,
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His Highness tlie Priiico of OniriK'', iiinl tlie Wcxt Indiii Comimiiy, or

tlieir Governor Gencnil of Now Notlioi-lanilH, iiroiiiiKiiiK for the future U>

be faithful to tlicni, as all lioiicst sulijccts arc lioiiiid lolje; wh<!r«unt<j

"\ve bind ourselves by Holcinu oatli and Hij;natur(*, provided we be pro-

tected against our encniics as niueh as possible, and iwijoy henceforth tlie

same privileges that all I'atroons of the New Netherlands have obtaiueil

agreeably to the Freedoms 11)42, IXth of April, in i<"ort Amsterdam.

"UANIEfj I'ATKICK.

"AVitnesses, EvEKAnnus BooAiiDim,

Johannes Winki.eman."

Greenwich now became a manor, with Patrick and

Feaks as patroons.

INDIAN TROUBLES*

For five or six years after the first settlement (1640

-46) the people of Greenwich had much trouble with

their Indian neighbors, the indirect cause being rum,—"cussed fire-water," as the savage-! called it,—

bought of the Dutch at New York. To begin with

(1642), some Dutch traders, a drunken Indian, cheat-

ing in a bargain for furs, and a murdered Indian, all

near New York. Next, the killing of two Dutchmen,
as an offset to the murdered Indian. Next ( February,

1643), by way of retaliation, the treacherous and

indiscriminate butchery, by order of the Dutch Gov-

ernor, of more than one hundred sleeping Indians,

men, women, and children, who had fled into the city

for refuge from the pursuit of a band of Mohawks.
Next (summer and fall of 1643), in revenge for such

a deed of infamy, a general Indian war, waged by a

confederacy of fifteen hundred warriors, up the cast

side of the Hudson, on Long Island, and on the

Sound, eastward from New York, as far as Stamford,

—everywhere murders, burning buildings, desolation,

all the atrocities of savage warfare.

Ann Hutchinson was among the victims. Says

De Forest, "Until the last moment the Indian-;

came to the house in their usual friendly manner;
then the hatchet fell, and the ill-fated woman perished,

with seventeen others, in the massacre. To close the

scene, the horses and cattle were driven into the barns,

the barns were set on fire, and the helpless animals

were roasted to death in the flames." So great was
the devastation and so wide-spread the alarm, that

the settlements were well-nigh broken np all along

the shore from Stamford to New York.

Greenwich at that time being under the jurisdiction

of New York, the settlers called on the Dutch Gov-
ernor, Keift, for help. Accordingly (January, 1644)

one hundred and twenty men, in three vessels, were
sent to Greenwich, where their commander was in-

formed by Capt. Patrick of a large encampment of

the enemy a short distance inland. It was nearly

night, but, desiring to surprise the Indians, the Dutch
at once set off", and marched all night in a mistaken

direction without finding the object of their pursuit.

Next day the Dutch captain met Patrick ; accused

him of treachery and of purposely giving false infor-

mation, and finally gave him the lie direct. The al-

* Contributed by Hon. Jlyron L. Mason.
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tercation rciultcl in Patrick'H deatli. The I>iit<-li

force Hf)0.'i r(;turned to New York, liaving t-uccceded

only in surjjrising a small Indian village, killing

eighteen or twenty jnen, and taking a few women and

children prisoners.

Soion after, receiving fresh news of a great body of

savages at Greenwich, Governor Keift (February,

1644) dispatched a second expedition in fjue<t of

them. The force consisted of one hundred and thirty

men, under command of Capt. John Underliill, who
reached Stamford in the evening and in a heavy snow-

storm, which detained him there all night. Next day

he made a slow march through two feet or more of

snow, and about eiglit o'clock in the evening reached

the Mianus liiver, wliere he rested two hours till the

moon rose. Crossing the river at, or not far aliove,

the j)resent village of Mianus, and ascending the high

western bank not far north of the present main road

between Greenwich and Stamford, he had in front of

him "Strickland's Plain," lying to the north and

northwest of the present village of Cascob. On the

western border of this plain, half a mile distant, he

could see the lights of the " long-sought-for Petuipia-

25acn,"—a village containing " more than a hundred

permanent huts," partially protected by palisades,

with numerous outside wigwams, the whole village

lying under a low wooded rise of ground, which shel-

tered it from the northwest winds. The savage ' had

warning of the approach of their enemies, and were

prepared to give them a warm reception. Only the

warriors held the village, the women and children

having been sent to a place of safety.

Sjiacc is wanting for a full description of the mid-

night battle, which was long and desperately fought.

The undiscijjlined valor of the red man, with liis bow
and tomahawk, was no match for the musket, the bay-

onet, the broadsword, in the hands of the whites. The
savages finally betook themselves to their fortified

dwellings, but not till nearlj^ two hundred of their

number had fallen. Within their rude defenses they

fought obstinately, till the terrible lesson taught to

the Pequots a few years before recurred to Underhill's

mind, and the fearful order, "Burn 'c»i ou(.'" rang

through the midnight air. The huts were built of

bark and other light materials, and took fire as readily,

almost, as tinder. In a very few miiuites the whole

village Avas in flames, and its wild and tortured ten-

ants were yelling and howling in the agonies of de-

spair and death. Such as darted out of the inclosure

were mercilessly shot down by the soldiers who sur-

rounded the village ; and of the wdiole body of war-

riors who were gathered at the spot not more than

eight or ten, at most, are supposed to have escaped.

The Dutch parsed the night on the field they had

so signally won, "warmed and cheered" by the fires

which suftbeated and roasted their eneniie^s. The
morning revealed a horrid sight. IMore than six

hundred—some authors say more than one thousand

—

dead Sinawoys lay bathed in blood over an area whose
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circumference must have been considerably less than

one mile.
THE EARLIEST SETTLERS.

Daniel Patrick was a fighting Englishman from

Massachusetts; he had bravely seconded Mason in

the Pequot war and in the great swamp-fight in Fair-

field. He was shot dead in Greenwich in 1644 by a

Dutch officer into whose face he spat on being called

a liar. He was high-tempered and reckless, scarcely

fearing God or man, and indefatigable in promoting

the interests of the settlement he 25lanted. It is be-

lieved that no descendant of his is now living in

Greenwich.

During 1640, Capt. John Underbill settled on the

Patrick and Feaks' purchase, where he lived till his

restless nature led him to New York in 1644, and

finally to Killingworth, where he died in 1672. A
warrior also, he was wounded at the burning out of

the Pequots, in which engagement he was with

Mason ; he fought and defeated the Sinawoy warriors

in a hard-fought battle; and, like Patrick, he had

turned his back on Massachusetts on account of her

Puritanic restraints."'

Jeffere Ferris was an early settler, whose descen-

dants now abound in " Old Greenwich." Several

Dutchmen were among the first comers, and one of

them, Cornelius Labden, left his name to a ninety-

foot precipice, now known as Labden's Rock, over

which he is said to have plunged on horseback rather

than be taken prisoner by some pursuing savages.

Among the first settlers also were the following:

Robert Heusted, Andrew Messenger, John Winkel-

man, Angell Heusted, Richard Williams, Everardus

Bogardus.

The prophetess, Ann Hutchinson, spurned by Mas-
sachusetts, lived secluded in Greenwich forests till a

band of Indians hunted up and murdered both her-

self and family in 1643.

The numerous Meads, Heusteds, Pecks, Lockwoods,

et alii, now residing in Greenwich are representatives

of its early people. Such Dutch settlers as escaped

the wrath of the savages soon gravitated, under

political stress, to New York, with their families, and
few, if any of them, are now represented among the

people of Greenwich.

Up to 1665 the little settlement, now under the

jurisdiction of the New Netherlands, showed no

marked signs of activity. Among the few who came
in 1656 were the ancestors of the Hubbards, the

Studwells, and the Hobbys. Peter Disbrow, John
Coe, and Thomas Studwell settled about this time, and

Jeffere Ferris returned from Fairfield, whither he had
gone when the town was ceded to the Dutch. John
Mead and John Hobby settled in 1660. This year

the settlement numbered about twenty adult males.

From this time on the settlement increased with

* He had also been bearer of dispatches to Queen Elizabeth, confi-

dential servant to the Earl of Leicester, Governor of the Dover colony in

New Hampshire, etc.

marvelous rapidity, and not much time elapsed ere

Greenwich became peopled by an intelligent and
sturdy class of settlers, who have left their impress

upon their numerous descendants. Meetings were

held and in 1666 a school-house was built, but no

record or tradition tells us of its location or who had
the honor of wielding the pedagogue's sceptre.

In 1669 a demand was made by Daniel Patrick, son

of the pioneer, Capt. Daniel, for all the land which

had been formerly owned by his father. A com-

promise, however, was finally effected, and for a

horse, saddle and bridle, and fifty pounds he relin-

quished " all his right, title, and interest in any land

or estate in the settlement."

IIORSEXECK.

West Greenwich (now the borough) was called

" Horseneck," from a peninsula of high ground, now
known as " Field Point," west of Greenwich Harbor,

and one and a half miles southwest of the borough,

the peninsula having been a horse pasture.

Horseneck was purchased of the Indians in 1672

by twenty-seven individuals, known as the " 27 Pro-

prietors of 1672," as follows: Ephraim Palmer, Jona-

than Reynolds, or Renolds, John Hubbe (Hobby),

Stephen Sherwood, Joseph Mead, John Bowers,

Joseph Finch, William Rundle, John Mead, John

Asten, Jeremiah Peck, John Palmer, Walter Butler,

Samuel Peck, Joseph Seres, Angell Heusted, William

Hubbard, Samuel Ginkins (Jenkins), William Ratere,

John Marshall, Jonathan Lockwood, John Renalds,

Gershom Lockwood, James Seres, Thomas Close,

Thomas Close, Jr., Daniel Smith.

CFIURCH MATTERS.

The town now seemed to manifest a decided interest

in church matters, and, although there had been oc-

casional preaching prior to 1676, this year at a " full

meeting" it was resolved to call a minister. A Mr.

Nizwale was accordingly called, but, he not accepting,

two years later, in 1678, a call was extended to Rev.

Jeremiah Peck, of New Jersey, who was one of

the twenty-seven proj)rietors mentioned above. He
promptly accepted the call, and in the fall of the

same year settled in the town, receiving for his salary

sixty pounds.

THE FIRST MARRIAGE, Etc.

The first recorded marriage in the town is that of

John Mead, Jr., and Miss Ruth Hardey, by Rev. Mr.

Peck, in 1681. In 1685, Lieut. Lockwood died, and

the town passed resolutions of regret. In this year a

saw- and grist-mill was erected at Dumpling Pond.

In 1686 the Indians sold nearly their last acre of land

in the town. These lands were on the western bank
of the Myanos, near its mouth.

During the year 1687 permission was given to the

citizens of the town to build fish-pounds on the sea-

shore "anywhere outside ye feelds." John Mead,

Jr., was elected constable, then the most remunera-
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tive as well as important office in the gift of the town.

Gershom Lockwood and his brother William during

this year agreed to hu\\d a bridge across the Myanos

at Dumjiling Pond, atid receive in {)aynient whatever

the town should sec fit to (jive after the work was done.

EARLY VOTERS.

In 1G88 the legal voters numbered about fifty, and

the settlement had increased to three hundred inhab-

itants. The following is a list of the legal voters in

1688 :
" Jonathan Lockwood, Angcll Heusted, .Joseph

Mead, John Mead, Joseph Ferris, .John Ilenalds,

John Hubbe, Meriam Hubert, Jeame-i Ferris, Jona-

than Renalds, John Bowers, Joseph Finch, Meriam
Hubert, Jr., Thomas Lyon, .John Banks, Thomas
Close, Frances Thorne, Nathaniel Howe, .Joseph

Palmer, William Rundle, Gershom Lockwood, John
Marshall, Daniel Smith, Jonathan Huested, Ebenezer

Mead, Epliraim Palmer, Jeames Palmer, Walter

Butler, Samuel Peck, Rev. Jeremiah Pock, John
Mead, Jr., Henere Rich, Jonathan Mead, Joshua

Knapp, George Hubbert, Joseph Huested, Angell

Husted, Jr., John Renalds, Jr., Peter Ferris, Thomas
Hubbe, John Hubbe, Jr., Job Ferris, Jonathan Lock-

wood, Robert Lockwood, Caleb Peck, Joseph Mead,
John Mead's son, Joseph Mead, Joseph Mead's son,

Joseph Knapp, Jr., John Tash."

In 1G89 it is voted that " ye towne per vote hathe

agreed to bye a bulle." In 1691 it was voted to have

a new meeting-house ; and John Mead, Sr., John
Mead, Jr., John Hubbe, Daniel Smith, and Samuel
Peck were appointed a committee to procure mate-

rials and build the house. A subsequent meeting

made its dimensions thirty-two feet long, twenty-six

feet wide, and fifteen feet high. A controversy which
lasted for years concerning the site del.ayed the put-

ting up of the building. It was finally built uj^on a

small rise of ground northwest of the old burying-

ground in Old Greenwich.

TOWN-LIST FOR YEARS 1694-95.

The following exhibit shows the comj^arative wealth

of the town in 1694 and 1695

:

£ s. d.

John Bundle

102

10 0
Samuel Peck

81

0 0
Joseph Ferris

164

0 0
James Ferris and Son

103

0 0
Kubert Lockwood CI 0 0
Jonathan Heusted

77

0 0
Josppli Finch and Son

105

0 0
John Hobby

94

15 o
Angell Heusted and Son

33

10 0
John Heusted

30

0 0
Samuel Heusted

45

10 0
Moses Ferris

22

0 0
Benjamin Ferris

24

0 0
Gershom Lockwood & Son

153

15 0
Joseph Knapp

73

0 0
Jonathan liundle

47

5 0
Benjamin Mead

87

0 0
Daniel Smith & Son llil 0 0
William Kiuidlc

60

10 0
William Iliibbart

40

10 0
Euth Mead, widow of John Mead 22 10 0
Daniel Mead

42

0 0
Zachariah Mead

30

0 0
Caleb Knapp

39

10 0
Thomas Marshall

34

0 0
Ebenezer Mead

103

10 0
Joseph Mead, the tanner

45

10 0

Jonntlnin "Whelrdcy Vt 0 U
John Miirnliall k Son IM 10 0
Ileiirj- llioh :V> 10 0
John Fi-nio 65 0 0
Joseph I'almer 38 12 0
Jonathan MeiuJ 45 0 0
John Marshall, Jr BO 0 0
John Itundle* Son 43 14 0
Nathaniid Mead 30 0 0
Timothy Knapp 47 5 0
.John Austen 31 0 0
.Joseph Finch, Jr 29 0 0
Caleb I'eck 28 0 0
ThomaH Close, Jr ai 0 0
Joseph Heusted , 64 0 0
Thoni.18 Hobby 54 10 0
Ebenezer Itundlc WJ 0 0
Stephen Holmes 31 5 0
Thomas Close, Sr 80 0 0
AuKell Heusted, Jr 41 0 0
ElishaMciid •. 38 0 0
Thomas Stiidwell 30 0 0
William I'almer 39 0 0
.John Rundle, Jr 51 5 0
James Ferris, Jr 40 10 0
Thomas Butler 21 0 0
Gershom Lockwood, Jr 47 0 0
Joseph Lockwood 25 0 0
Benjamin Knapp 31 0 0
Benjamin Hobby 29 0 0
Joshua Knapp 54 0 0
Samuel Mead 87 10 0
Joseph Stndwell 18 0 0
John Banks 70 10 0
Sanuiel Lyon 88 10 0
Thomas Lyon 57 12 0
Joseph Mead, not the tuniter 25 0 0
Joseph Close 24 0 0

Total 2G38 8 0

The selectmen for this year were Daniel Smith,

Jonathan Heusted, Joseph Finch, and John Hubbe.

In 1703 it was voted that the town-meetings be

held one-half of the time at " Horseneck." Prior to

this time the meetings had been held at " Old Green-

wich."

The following are extracts from the records

:

" At a Town meeting bareing Date May yc 3 1704 the town taking into

consideration that which hath formoi ly been Don by yc towne in order

to Mr. Nathaniel Bowers selling in the towne hath been ineffectual &
considering I\Ir. bowers hath promised to setel at Horsneck if ye inhabi-

tants did not call him to office on ye East siJ Mianus river & being in-

formed mr. bowers Designs to leave ye town these things considered ye

towno pr vote see cans .fe reson to invite Mr. Bower to setlc at Greenwich

towne plott on ye west side Mianus river which if 5Ir Bowers sees cause

to except, Then ye town doth pivmis & Ingage to make suitable prove-

sion for himself & for selling hiiu in his mi^i^teri:^l office."

" At a town meeting, December ye 19 : 1704 : The Town jwr vote grant

Liberty unto Corinal hcthcut to build tow small sloops sum where aliout

Mianos river."

" Furthermore, moved yo towne put it to vot w hether 5Ir. iKiwcrs should

have fifty-five pounds, and it passes in the Xegutivc.

" Furthermore, ye town jir vot do not Desire Mr. Bowers to continue

any longer in yo work of yo ministrye in Greenwich."
" ITurthermore, ye Town per vot grant Liberty unto ye inhabitants on

ye Oiist Sid mianus to bueld a mill upon any strem w here they shall think

convenient.

" Furthermore, the Town per vot do grant Liberty unto the inhabitants

of greenwich living on the west side Itlianus river, to build a tide mill

upon Sticklin brook or Coscob river themselves or to iniploy som other

parson w hom they shall think fitt aud likewise Do grant them use of ye

streams for that end."

"At a meeting of ye Inhabitants of ye town of Greenwich on ye west

side of Myanos river legally named and met on ye nineteenth day of

June, 1705. Wliweas, ye sd inhabitants have had a grant from ye town

at a town meeting on yo 9th day of January ITlM of ye stream of ye

tide or creek of Coscob river to own a grist mill, or imploy whom the see

cause therein the sd inhabitants have granted sd stream to Jlr. Joseph

Slorgait to build a grist mill, ami do therein oblige him, his heairs and

lusines to grind for ye iidtjibitants of ye tow ne of Greenwich for alwut

one 12 part of all the grain and do grant that toll and do oblige him and his

lieaires asigns, to grind for s;>id iidtabitants what grain they bring to mill
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on Tuesdays and Fridays forthwith not to hinder them for strangers

and do oblige him Iiis heairsaud successors by virtue of ye grant to keep

a sufficient hous for to secure ye grain yt is brought to ed mill."

THE FRENCH WAR.

In the beginning of this war Greenwich had no

volunteer company, and several of the inhabitants

Avere pressed into the service. " James Green," says

the late D. M. Mead, " now long since dead, used to

relate that while a company of young i^eojile, himself

among the number, were quietly enjoying themselves

at the tavern (then tept by one Mead, but now occu-

pied as a dwelling-house by Epenetus Sniffin, Esq.),

they were surprised by a press-gang and several of

them forced into the service, while he with a few

others escaped from a window. After this time a

regular volunteer company was raised. This com-

pany seems to have inarched directly to Ticonderoga

in 1759, and joined the Third Connecticut Regiment.

One of the company, a Mr. Coit, reiiding in King
Street, was mounted upon a rather sorry nag, which

by the time the company had reached Nine Partners,

in Dutchess County, had become quite leg-weary,

and Coit, thinking perhaps that all is fair in time of

war, took a noble horse from a pasturage and turned

his own there instead, without any whys or where-

fores with the real owner. His new horse did him
good service during the company's stay at Ticonde-

roga, which was but little more than a month ; and

on his return the company halted, that Coit might

deliver the horse to his owner. So well pleased was

the latter with the boldness of Coit that he made the

whole company stop for the night at his house free of

expense. After the Avar Mr. Coit went to Vermont
and settled there permanently ; several years after,

having become wealthy, he came to Greenwich in his

carriage, and visited all his old comrades of the vol-

unteer company."

Greenwich formed an association for the relief of

the soldiers, of which Mrs. Abraham Mead was presi-

dent.

An ancient powder-horn is still jireserved by Col.

Thomas A. Mead, upon which is almost jjerfectly de-

lineated the relative positions and forts of the hostile

armies while at Ticonderoga. This work was done

by Dr. Amos Mead, Avho was surgeon of the Third

Connecticut Regiment, while at Ticonderoga. The
horn beside this chart has engraved upon it this in-

scription :

" Amos Mead
Surgn of ye 3d Conn Reg
Ticonderoga October 1759."

At a town-meeting March 2, 1756, it was

"Furthermore voted that Mr. Nehemiah Mead should have liberty to

sell the Town stock of Powder as soon as he can conveniently to ye

Towns best advantage and lay out all the money that he sliall sell said

powder for, in powder that is good and put the same into Town stock as

soon as he conveniently can."

In 1757, December 3d, Monday,

" Voted to Mr. Edmund Brown and associates liberty to build a saw

mill on Horseneck brook at Hangroot."

By this agreement Brown and his associates were

to build and keep in repair the bridge at Hangroot,

and be responsible for damages that might thereby

occur by accident to any person.

The following record, taken with other similar ex-

tracts, shows that in 1758 the town-meetings were

held alternately in all the places of worship in the

town

:

" At a Town meeting of the Inhabitants of the town of Greenwich,

legally warned and attended at the House Built by the Professors of the

Church of England in the Society of Horseneck on the top of the great hill

on the Third Monday of December A. D. 1758, being ye 18th day of said

month," etc., etc.

But on the 15th day of December, 1760, it was

" Further Voted to Build a Town House and leave it to the authority

and select men how large it shall be and where it shall stand."

" Further Voted that the Kate for building the Town House shall be

paid by the first day of September next."

In 1767 the following petition Avas presented at

toAvn-meeting, relating to the dock at Coscob

:

" To the benevolent inhabitants of tlie Town of Greenwich, in Fairlield

County, the petition of Nathaniel Close, of said Greenwich, Humbly
showeth, that your Petr. being under a necessity of a store-house,

as his performing a weekly Pauquet or stage boat from here to

New York lays both him and the iiiliabitants under a great disadvantage,

in Respect he hath no proper place to store the efl'ects of his Freighters,

nor for them to store what effects and produce they severally bring when

his vessel is not tliere to Receive it ; which Disadvantage hath been sen-

sibly Felt during the last summer. He therefore Prays Liberty of this

meeting, that he may be permitted to build a store-house of 26 feet by

HO, adjoining the Bank, between the Dwelling house of Mr. John

Bush and the Gristmill of David Bush, so as to leave about sixteen feet

from said mill to sil store, for a cartway, if need be, & that he may build

it by the bank adjoining thereto, & to sd mill Pond ; and as your Petr.

conceives a House so built would Incommode, no particul.ar Person, but

be a General profit to the inhabitants, as well as your Petr. He there-

fore hopes that you, gentlemen, in your Prudence will grant his Request

and your Petr. as in duty bound shall ever pray.

" Nathaniel Close.

" December, 21st, 1707."

The above Avas passed, and the acting selectmen

Avere appointed a committee to select the exact site

of the building, Avhich Avas afterwards erected.

" At a Town meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of Greenwich

legally warned and holden on the 5th day of May, 1768, this question is

put to vote, whether this town, in conjunction with the Town of Nor-

walk, in the County of Fairfield, will send their agent to the next en-

suing Assembly to prefer a memorial to sd Assembly, that the Court

House and Goal in said county of Fairfield may be built at said Norwalk.

Resolved in the affirmative."

Afterwards, in the following October, after the ses-

sion of the Assembly, in reference to the same sub-

ject the toAvn voted, that

" Whereas, the Town of Norwalk, in conjunction with several other

towns in the County of Fairfield, Preferred a memorial to the General

Assembly, held at New Haven, in October last, and now lyes before said

Assembly to be heard at the adjournment, in January next, praying that

tlie said Town of Norwalk may be the Head or county town, &c. ; and

whereas Mr. David Bush signed the same iis agent, for and in behalf of

said Town. It is therefore now voted and agreed that this Town allows

and approves of the said David Bush's signing said Memorial as agent

for this Town, and he i# hereby fully Impowered and authorised in the

name and behalf of this town to appear and Prefer sd Memorial to a

Final determination in the General Assemblj', and that it is the earnest

Request and Desire of the Inhabitants of this town, that the General As-

sembly would take the matters contained in said memorial unto their

wise consideration, and Grant the Prayer thereof, and that a copy of this
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vote may bii useil in tlio Tryal of ml mcmoriiil, in ordiT to HigniCy: tlio

minds of tlio inliabitanta of this town in tho premises."

In 1773,—
" Fnrtlier voted, tlio Town in sd meeting Grant Lil)erty nnto David

Bnsh, iipon liis Petition for building a mill upon sticklin's Ijroolt Stick-

lin's l)niok under tlie overseeing of a Conimitt<?e Ijy sd Town appointed

to grind for Town Inliabitants, and not to i)ut tliein )iy for strangers.

Voted in tbo afHrniativp.

" Edward Krusli, Nebeniiab Mead, and Delivcranco Mead, .Jabez Mead
jun., Nathaniel Finch, and Caleb Mead, enters their protest on ye pro-

ceedings of sd meeting in sd vote."

EARLY MERCHANTS.

Among the earliest merchants at Greenwich were

J. & B. Brush, in about the year 1827. This firm also

had a store at Coscob. Knapp & Busli were also

early merchants there. Jabez Mead was a pioneer

merchant at Mianos, and Reuben Finch at Stanwick.

The " red store" on West Street was built by Abra
Smith. On Round Hill, Nathaniel Knapii, father of

O. C. Kna^jp, was an early merchant.

PHYSICIANS.

Among the physicians who have practiced in this

old town, and some of whom are still here, are men-

tioned the names of Shadrack Mead, Darius Mead,

Sylvester Mead, James H. Hoyt, Barto F. White,

Joel W. Hyde, D. W. Teller, James H. Brush, Fran-

cis M. Holly, James L. Marshall, John C. White,

and Leander P. Jones.

LAWYERS.

The fir.st permanent Gamaliel of the law in Green-

wich was Julius B. Curtis, who now resides in Stam-

ford. The present attorneys are Col. H. W. R. Hoyt,

R. Jay Walsh, firm of Hoyt & Walsh, and Myron L.

Mason and Frederick O. Hubbard, firm of Mason &
Hubbard.

POST-OFFICE.

The first post-office at Greenwich was established at

an early day, and was kept in a building which stood

on the premises now owned by W. H. Knapp. It

was subsequently removed to the place now occupied

by Jacob T. Weed. The postmasters have been as

follows : Isaac Mead, Stephen Holly, Samuel Close,

Dr. F. M. Holly.

In 1849, J. E. Brush was appointed, and the office

moved to present site. In 1853, Samuel Close was

reappointed, and the office removed to a new build-

ing, which stood on premises now owned by William

Scofield. In this building, also, Stephen Holley had

kept the oflSce. In 1861, Mr. Brush was reappointed,

and the office came back. In 186(5, William B. Wes-
comb held the oflSce three or four weeks, when John
Dayton received the appointment, and remained post-

master until 1869, when Mr. Brush was reappointed,

and is the present incumbent.

The present postmaster at Stanwick is Geo. A.

Lockwood ; at Round Hill, O. C. Knapp ; at Mianos,

Allen J. Phinney ; at Glenville, Webster Haight ; at

Riverside, William F. Thall ; and at Banksville,

. The office at Rivcrsville has been discontinued.

CH A I'TEK XXX V 1.

GREENWICH fContinued),

THE AVAR OF TIIK REVOLUTIO.V.

Kesfdntions in Answer to Continental Congress—Letter to the IVdegatMi

—Committee of Inspection and Safely—ConiMiitt';« ap|K>intwi for Sup-

plying Necessaries t^j Families of ^Continental S<ddiers— Ch«rjte»

against llev. .lonalhan Mnnlock—Incidents of the It<'Volution—Gov-

ernor Tryon's Expedition to Grecnwii-h—Itivlngton's Press—The
King Street Skirmish—Tlie liritish in North Stamford—Putnam'tf

Ride, etc.

The first reference to the war of the Revolution

found in the old town records is under date Oct. 11,

1774, as follows

:

"At ti Town meeting of the Inliabitants of the Town of Greenwich,

legally warned and Ilolderi on Teusilay, the lltli day of Oi t/jber, Anno
Dom. 1774, A Letter is Head from the Honorable Kliphalet Dyer and

RogerSberman, Esq., from ye Continental Congress, ut Philadelphia. It

is proposed to this meeting whether there shall be a committee appointed

to Draw a set of Resolves and an answer to said letter from said Con-

gress, and to lay the same before the next nieeting of this town for their

approbation. Resolved in the afBrnLative, and Dr. Amos JItwI, Slessrs.

.lohn Mackay, .Jesse Parsons are per viite appointed a committee for the

purpose aforesaid, on which the town per vote adjourned their meeting

to the 17tli day of Instant October, to the place where their annual Town
meetings are held in said Town.

"At a meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of Greenwich, in the

County of Fairfield, & Colony of Connecticut, liolden on the 17th day of

October, 1774.

" This Meeting takeing into their Serious consideration the alarming

State of ..\mericau Liberty, do unanimously approve of and adopt as the

Sentiments of the Inhabitants of this Town the Resolves of the Honora-

ble House of Representatives of this Colony, passed in their sessions at

Hartford, in May last.

And WhcreciK, Certain Acts of the British Parliament have appeared

since the above resolv<!S were entered into
;
Particularly an act for alter-

ing the Government of Massachusetts Bay, and another for Establishing

the Roman Catholic Religion in Canada, etc.

"Resolved hij lids meeting, t\\ai those acts are repugnant to the free prin-

ciples of the English Constitution, and in a High Degree Dangerous to

tho Civil and Religious Liberty of both lii itisb ami American Protestant

sulijects, and that notwithstanding the Torrent of False and malicious

iispersions poured forth by designing men, We believe and declare the

Contrivers and Devisors of these and nil such unconstitutional acts Their

Dupes and Emissaries, to be the only enemies to our Gracious Sovereign,

and the Illustrious House of Hanover that we know of in his majesty's

dominions.

"Resolved, That this meeting hereby approve of the Honorable Congress

of Delegates from the several .\merican Colonies, and will acipiiesce and

abide by their final determination.

"Resolved, That as the Province of Massachusetts Ray, especially tho

Town of Boston, is now suflVring under the Iron Hand of Despotic

Power and ministerial Influence, it is the lndispens;ible duty of this town,

in Imitation of ye noble Examples set up by most of the Colony to con-

tribute to the relief of the uppiessed and suffering Poor in sai>i Town of

Boston, and that Messi's. David Bush,.Tohn JIackay, Iteiuaniin Mei\d. .Ir.,

Daniel Merritt, James Ferris, Nathaniel Mead, .Jr., .Toseph Hobl>v, .Tr.,

bo a Committee to receive and keep an exact account of all donations

that shall be Given by the Inhabitants of this town, ami Transmit the

same to the Select men of the Town of Boston, to be by them appropri-

ated for the purpose aforesaid.

"Ordered by this meeting, that Dr. Amos Mead, Messrs. ,John Mackay,

and .lesso Parsons bo Desired to write to the Honorable meml>ers of Con-

gress for this Colony an answer to theiis of tho 10th ultimo. Inclosing a

Copy of the Present Doing-s of this nieeting, and tninsniit another copy

thereof to the Printer, at New Haven, in order to be published.

" Recorded by me,

"JESSE PARSONS,
"Toirn Clerk."
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COPY OF THE LETTER TO THE DELEGATES.
"Gentlemen,—We acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 19th

ult., iiiclosiiig tlie Kosolutions of the Honoi-able Congress, and witli the

Highest grattitude receive the assurance of tlie earliest intelligence of

the proceedings of your Honorable Board, as soon as they shall he made
Public. We have called a meeting, and communicated to them your let-

ter and those proceedings, and do now inclose their resolutions thereon

" We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient. Humble servants,

"AMOS MEAD,
"JOHN MACKAT,
"JESSE PAKSONS.

"P. S. Upon enquiry into the Present State of tlie magazine of this

Town, the Inhabitants are much surprised to find that tlie price of that

most necessary article for our defence, viz., Gunpowder, is now doubled,

which we are Desired to mention as worthy the notice of your Honora-

ble Board.

" The Honorable Eliphalit Dyer and Eoger Sherman, Esqs."

At the same meeting it was further voted that

" As the Town Stock of ammunition wants a supply, there be a Com-

mittee appointed to examine the state of the Town Stock of Powdei-,

Lead, &c., and the Selectmen are appointed a committee for that purpose

and to take care to supply what is wanting at the expense of the town."

On the 8th of February, 1775, it was

"Proposed to this meeting whether they will send Delegates to attend

a County Congress at Fairfield on the 19th of February instant pursuant

to a letter from Fairfield Committee agreeable to the Association of the

Continental Congress, entered into and adopted by the Honorable House

of Kepresenlatives of this Colony and said Committee to attend on their

own expenses. Kesolved in the affirmative, and that Doctor Amos Mead
and John Mackay be their Delegates for the pui-pose aforesaid."

On the 3d of December of the same year (1775) the

following persons were appointed a committee of in-

spection and safety. They, besides their duties as a

vigilance committee, were empowered to appoint two

or more from their own number to attend the next

County Congress, should any be called : Amos Mead,
Samuel Peck, James Ferris, John Mackay, Benjamin

Mead, Jr., Nehemiah Mead, Col. John Mead, Eoger
Brown, Bezaleel Brown, David Wood, Maj. Thomas
Hobby, Odell Close, Nathaniel Mead, Jr.

It was also

"Voled, That no body of men presume to assemble together and go

upon any expedition, unless by order of the Honorable the Continental

Congress, the Honorable the General Assembly, the County Congress, or

Committee of Safety for this town, either of whom are to ascertain the

number and direct the measures."

" At a special meeting of the inhabitants of the Town of Greenwich,

legally warned and holden on the loth day of January, Anno Dom. 1776,

The Town per vote Add to their Committee of Safety the following per-

sons,—viz : Israel Knapp, Jr., Samuel Seymour, John Hobby, Messenger

Palmer, and Peter Mead, Esq.

" la this meeting conies Jesse Hallock and presents himself to set up

the Salt Peter works in this town, on encouragement Given by act of As-

sembly."

March 11, 1777, the town voted to send for the six-

pounder and shot for the same, which had been

granted to them on account of a memorial addressed

to the General Assembly.

At a special town-meeting of the inhabitants of

Greenwich, legally warned and held at the town-

house in said Greenwich, on Monday, the 14th day

of April, 1777, the town, by vote, made choice of Ne-
hemiah Mead to be moderator for this present meet-

ing. Further, the town, by vote, made choice of

Messrs. Titus Mead, Nehemiah Mead, John Mackay,

James Ferris, Enos Lockwood, Roger Brown, Daniel

Merritt, to be a committee to inspect into and see

that the families of those who enter into the Conti-

nental army shall be supplied with the necessaries of

life at the prices as stated by law according to the

Governor's proclamation. Further, that this meeting

assist and support the ministers of justice in putting

into execution the act of the Assembly respecting the

stating prices. Same was repeated at the next regu-

lar town-meeting.

During this year. Col. Enos, of Hartford, was sta-

tioned in this town with Connecticut troops. His

quarters were during a part of the time at Palmer's

Hill, and a part of the time at the old Esquire Knapp
place, now occupied by J. K. Stearns, Esq. The for-

aging of Col. Enos' troops was so excessive that the

town, at a legal meeting, voted

:

" Whereas the troops of Col. Enos regiment quartered in this town

have committed great outrages upon the property of some of the Inhabit-

ants of this town (viz.), in burning rails, cutting young growth of timber,

etc. Tlierefore, it is proposed to tliis meeting, whether they will recom-

mend unto tlie Select men of this Town, to apply to the Field Officers,

for redress of the aforesaid grievances. Voted in the affirmative."

"At a special Town meeting of the inhabitants of the Town of Green-

wich, legally warned and held in saiJ Greenwich, on Monday ye 12th

day of January, 1778, in pursuance of the Requisition from his Excel-

lency the Governor, of ye 15th of December, 1777, communicate to the

Inhabitants the Introduction to, and tlie A i tides of Confederation & Per-

petual Union between the States of America, that the sense of the Town
might be known thereon, the town by vote made choice of Bezaleel

Brown to be Moderator of this present meeting. The said Articles being

ill said meeting deliberately read and considered, were by vote, Nem. Con.

{no one ojpposing), accepted and approved.

" It is proposed wliether this meeting is willing, that non-commissioned

officer and soldier who is draughted and voluntarily serves in this two

months expedition, receive a proportionable jiart of all the fines paid in

consequence of said draught. Voted in the affirmative, and that the

Selectmen receive the said fines of the Town Treasurer and pay them out

accordingly.

" Voted that the artillery men may have the Town House for a guard-

house, and have liberty to build a chimney to it, and that the Town will

be at the cost of having Masons for that purpose. Tlie Town, by vote,

made choice of Bezaleel Brown to be Barrack-Master, to supply the troops

with wood and other necessaries. Meeting then adjourned."

" At a Town meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of Greenwich'

holden in the Town House of said Greenwich, on Monday the 19th day

of December, 1778, having made a choice of Bezaleel Brown for Mod-

erator, and Jabez Fitch for Clerk, the meeting adjourned to the Meeting-

Hoiise. This meeting taking into serious consideration the danger A
distress of the inhabitants of this town, and the great loss and damage

sustained by many of the good citizens thereof, occasioned chiefly by a

number of vile abandoned wretches, who have gone over to and joined

the common enemy of the United States of America, against the laws of

this State, and the liberties and jirivileges of the good people thereof.

Thereupon, it is resolved by this meeting, that it is, in their opinion,

dangerous to the safety, liberties. Peace and good Government of this

town, that any pei-son that hath gone over to, and joined, aided, or as-

sisted the common enemy of the United States, or taken Protection under

them to remain in this town, or to return to it or ever be capable of ob-

taining any settlement in it. Kesolved, that it is the opinion of this

meeting that the authority and selectmen take all proper and legal steps

to free the town of all such vile Miscreants. Further the town then

voted for Capt. Sylvanus Mead to be Barrack-Master for the year ensuing.

For Messrs. Sylvanus Mead, Isaac Howe, Eeuben Bundall, Abraham
Mead, Josiah Ferris, Matthew Mead, Edmund Mead, to be the Committee

of Safety."

" At a special town-meeting, etc., on the 12th day

of August, 1783, the town voted for Benjamin Mead,

Esq., to be their moderator," etc.
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"The town taking into consideration the distress to which the inhab-

itants were reduced by the war-ring and plundering of the enemy, and

the constantly quartering of troops for the defnnce of this State in the

town during the late war willi Great Britain and the great injury done

thereby, and that it was brought to tlie town duiiiig the course of a war

undertaken for the defence and security of the common lilrerties of the

State in which it was understood and expecteil that the whole body should

bear the extraordinary burden anil whereas the General Assembly make
a grant for the whole and make payment of a part of the damages done

at Danbury accidentally thrown on any j'articular part and considering

it is altogether just U) us, have thereupon agreed and voted that IJiiga-

dier-Geueral John Slead be agent for the town to make use of such

measures by meuioiial to the General Assembly or otherwise to obtain

redress of the town grievances in this behalf and for a repair of the

damages to the sufferers occasioned by the war excepting to those suf-

ferers who are known to be inimical to the liberties and independence of

the United States of America. This meeting is adjourned to next Free-

man's meeting day in September to begin immediately after freeman's

meeting is over."

" At a meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Greenwich convened

in town meeting September the ICth, 1783. The inhabitants resumed

the consideration of the giicvances partly discussed at the preceding

meeting and on reading a copy of the resolve of the Honorable General

Assembly of this State ou a memorial preferred to said Assembly by the

representatives of this town in May last, the Inhabitants thereby agree

in the following propositions:

" First, That the commission granted to the committee decreed by said

resolve does not empower said committee to enter fully into the griev-

ances complained of, and damages done to the inhabitants during the

late war (not heretofore estimated) as it extends only to losses and dam-
ages occasioned by the enemy but does reach the losses and damages oc-

casioned by this being a garrisuu-town and its inhabitants harassed and
distressed by both parties.

" Second, That from the confidence that the inhabitants of this town
have in the wisdom and justice of the Legislature of tlie State they are

persuaded that nothing but the misrepresentations of some men either

through ignorance of their real suffering or woi-se motives could have in-

duced that Honorable body to ajipoint a committee witli siicli limited

powers as only warranted to consider partUUli/ a subject that ought in

Justice and Equity to be taken upon a larger scale.

' TJdrdly, That the burden of a war cariied on for the General defence

of a State whether occasioned by friends or foes ought to be borne as

equal as possible by the citizens at large and that unless the principle is

adopted and applied to the sufferings of the inhabitants of the town they

are so far from being on equal footing with the greater part of their fel-

low citizens in the State.that the contrary must doom them to a species

of oppression incompatible w ith the equitable maxims of legislation.

" FourOtli/, That the inhabitants of this town do not entertain the most

distant thought of an exemptiun fiom such part of the public burden as

they are able to bear but when they view the present alarming situa-

tion of the town for want of resources occasioned by the check put upon
their industry for years past and the powers of Providence on tin ir labor

in pei-niitting their crops of wheat on which tliey chiefly depended to be

cut off this season should they under these circumstances be called upon
for a collection of their full proportion of the state taxes they will be re-

duced to such hardships as must terminate in uuconifortable ruin to

themselves and families;

'• Whereupon it is agreed and voted by the said inhabitants that Brig.-

Gen. Mead the town agent do pursue such means by memorials to the

General Assembly at the ensuing October session predicted on the fore-

going sentiments or otherwise as he may judge most eligible for the

purpose of olfciining redress of the grievances aforesaid by the appoint-

ment of a judicious committee invested with such power as the com-
plicated distresses of this town evidently require or in such other way as

the Honorable Legislature may in their wisdom direct."

It was also

" Resolved by this meeting that it is their opinion that the selectmen

do not take bonds of any person or persons that have gone over to the

enemy for the purpose of nuiking said person or persons inhabitants of

this town, or giving him or them a residence therein."

On July 12, 1784, the jieople, having passed through

the troubles of the war, and now having some oppor-

tunity to turn their attention to other topics, met and
preferred the following solemn charges against their

I

minister, the Rev. Jonathan Murdock. The original

copy of these charges is in the possesHion of OjI.

Thomas A. Mead, and reads as follows

:

" Wlierea; At a meeting of the Church of Chrbt, in the We«t Society,

holden at the House of Sir. Benjamin Peck, in said Society, on the 12tl»

day of July, 17.'!4. The said church Vvted, That the Ai-*^ iatiou of the

Western District, in Fairfield County, be called to nie<rt on the 'Jond

Tcusday of August next, at the house of Capt. John Hobby, in aaid So-

ciety, at 12 o'clock, at noon, then and there to Enquire into all Diatt<.T

of DilTercnee and Grievance Subsisting l>etween Mr. Jonathan )lur<iock,

the Pastor, and the Church of Clirist in this place, and to give their pas-

toral advice thereon; and that it was also Voted that Amo« Mead and
Benjamin Mead, Esqrs., be a Committee to call the ^ai I Awjciation atwi

to lay all niatter>i of Difference and Grievance Iwfore them.
" Pui>uant to the alKive said appointment take leave to offer the fol-

lowing matters of fact as the cause of the Difference and Grievances mb-

j

eisting between the said Church and the said Pastor,—viz.

:

j

"1st, with Respect to his the said Pastor's public performances as a
I Minister of the Gospel in this place.

I
" 2d, with Respect to his conduct since he was settle<l in the Worke of

the miuistry in this place.

" 1st, as to the first, it is the opinioaof this chnrch that the said pas-

tor hath not followed the apostolick advice of Studying to make him-

self approved. Rightly dividing the word of truth, etc.,—for instance, in

a discourse from the 13th chapter of Luke and the 24th verse, 'Strive to

enter in at the straight gate, for I say unto you that many will seek to

1 enter in and shall not be able.' In which discourse he said that striving

I

and seeking meant the same thing, and attempteil to prove it. In an-

other sermon against oppression and high pi ices, he obser\-ed that it was
the crying sin of the land, for which the judgments of God were on the

land; and in the close obsened that evcrjbody had gone into it, so that

some must practice it, and could not live without it. He has lately in

two sermons attempted to describe Evangelical Repentance, and did it in

these words, viz., that it consisted in an unfeigned sorrow for sin & sin-

cere intention to forsake it. There are many others that might be

mentioned.

" 2oud. His general mode of proof has not been taken from the Scrip-

ture or Reason of things. But that he has heard so, that he believes it,

and that he verily believes it.

" 3d. That he dwells on general heads and does not descend into ]>ar-

ticulars, or adapt them to the Consciences of the hcareis; 1 ut so de-

liveis himself that it hath been frequently observe 1 by his hearers that

;
a person might Ire a Deist, k not be offended, but join with him.

I

"Secondly, with Respect to his conduct since lie was settled in the

j

work of the miuistry in this place.

" 1st. That soon after he was Installed in this place he began to enter

into a multiplicity of Business, and wickedly neglected his stiidy, and
I has continued so to do to this time.

"2oiul. That although he early took the Oath of Fidelity to this State,

and in the beginning of the late War showed much zeal in the .\merican

j

Cause in tlie pulpit as well as elsewhere, yet contrary to hissjiid oath of

j

Fidelity, in 17T'J, on or about the 10th day of July, he volunfcirily went

j

to a Biitish officer with a flagg then at the house late Seth Mead's, in

j

this place, and there acknowle lged his I'oliticiil Friendship to the
British, and that soon after he began to justify trade with the then

I

enemies of this Stiitc among the people in this place, and Incouraged it

I

by his own example.

" 3d. In May, 17t:o, he was (with his own consent) taken by Delancy's
Core and Paroled, only to cimie to their lines a prisimcr when called for,

but under no restraint by his parole as to his prfaching or prayer. Yet
after that he totally neglected in public to pray for protection to us, Dis-
cretion to our Councils, or Success to our arms, to the great Grievance of
the people here.

"4th. That he was offered an exchange, but his friendship to the Brit-

ish interest prevaihvl over his oath of Fidelity * duty to his couutiy as
well as people, and he refused the exchange.

"oth. That on or about the lOth of October, 1770. his cows wero (as he
said) taken fi-om-himoua Friday night, and on the next Sabbath he
went after them down among the Knemy. he obtained a permit to take
them, he found them and sold them and l«o't British tnHHls with the

' money & brought the GikhIs into this State, contrary to law, anii in thus
doing he broke the Siibbath, set an ill example, and broke covenant » iUi

the church in neglecting his duty on the LonVs day.

j

" 6th. In 17S0, in the summer season, he frequently left the House of
God in this place vacant in the afteruo<.ui of the Lc>rd's day. A without



374 HISTORY OF FAIEFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

the consentof the Church, in neglect of hisduty here, wentand preached

to the separate Baptists at their place of worship, thereby countenancing

tliat separation, to the great Greife of this Church and all tlie good peo-

ple here.

"7th. In 17S0, hetween fore and afternoon worship on the Lord's day,

he sent Mr. Samuel Peck, juu. and called Mr. Silas Mead to his house,

Mr. Benjamin Peck being present ; lie dunned him for what tliey owed

him, and desired them to do the same to their neighbors. Yet not far

from that time he reproved Mr. Tlieophilus Peck for breaking the Sab-

bath only for bringing back a sermon book in his pocket on the Lord's

day. In other instances he admonished Mr. Philips, the Baptist min-

ister, against marrying ui)on the Sabbath as a great Immorality, since

which he has frequently practised it himself.

" 8th. He has freijuently and abroad knowingly misrepresented and

traduced this Church & society, in perticular Capt. Marsh, before the or-

daining Committee at North Stamford, iu declaring tliatthis Society liad

never paid him in any thing but Continental money, which words so

spoken, he Mr. Jonathan Murdoch then knew were false, lie himself

being possessed of the means of knowledge that they were so.

" 9th. He has frequently, as this Church takes it, been guilty of the

breach of tlie 0th command in denying facts and appealing in an un-

chri.'itianlike manner to the father of lights for confirmation of what lie

said. Viz.:—On or about the 30tli of April last, before the Society's

meeting in this place, he publicly declared tliat the report that he had

refused to settle accounts with the ))cople of this society was without

foundation, groundless and false ; which declaiation be, the said Mr. Jon-

athan Murdock, at the House of Mr. Henry Mead did in a publick man-

ner make a few days before.

" 10th. That the foregoing matters of Greivance and many more which

might be mentioned have so disafiected the people in this place that there

are many who have left tlie Society and gone over to and joined other

denominations, and but few who attend Mr. Jonathan Murdoch's min-

istry in this place.

" 11th. That in the opinion of this church the breach is become so great

between the said Mr. Jonathan Murdock & this Church & great part of

the said Society that it can not be healed, but that bis usefulness is at an

end in this place."

Says Mead's " History," " Upon these charges Mr.

Murdock was heard, and he was dismissed, being

found guilty. He appears to have been a man of

but little mind and energy, and at the time when dis-

missed had no friends in the church whatever. He
graduated at New Haven in the class of 1776, with

Dr. Timothy Dwight, Dr. Backus, David Ely, Dr.

David Macclure, and Dr. Nathan Strong. Soon after

his settlement at Greenwich he fell in love with Miss

Ann Grigg, a bouncing girl of sixteen or seventeen,

who was a much greater lover of I'un than of Mr.

Murdock. He persecuted her with epistles of love

by bribing the blacks to bear his messages to her, or,

when that was impossible, by thrusting them under

her room-door. The blacks gladly carried his notes,

and greatly enjoyed the reading of them with Miss

Grigg herself. Once, on seeing him coming in at the

door, she hid away in the garret, while a favorite

negro woman politely informed Mr. Murdock that

she, in a spirit of fun, had climbed up the chimney

to hide from him. He, innocent of any thought of a

joke, really believed the story, and put his head up

the large winding chimney to find her. Finally rais-

ing himself high enough in the chimney with the

greatest difiiculty, he not only found her not there,

but also found his clothes covered with soot and his

throat exceedingly well choked with hot smoke.
" He visited considerably in his parish ; and on a

certain visit at Mr. Theophilus Peck's, where he was

obliged, on account of the distance, to take dinner, he

was much surprised, when being seated at the table,

that Mr. Peck did not ask his pastor to implore the

divine blessing, but that Mr. Peck performed the duty

himself, using the following words :
" 0 Lord f we

have a wolf in sheep's clothing amongst us. Put a bridle

in his mouth and a hook in his nose, and lead him bach

to the place whence he came."

INCIDENTS OF THE REVOLUTION.

Thus far we have given to our readers the simple

records of the town-meetings held during these times

so trying to true patriotism. At the outbreak of the

war some, from their loyal and religious zeal, imme-

diately sided with the enemy. However, they did not

at that time openly avow their design. So little spirit

was shown on the j^art of the Tories within the limits

of the town up to 1777 that a vote sustaining the

Declaration of Independence and the Continental

Congress was passed in town-meeting without a dis-

senting voice. Yet there were disaffected ones, as the

event proved, and before the war was finished ninety-

two men had gone over to and openly joined the ranks

of the enemy from the Second Society alone. A com-

plete list of the names of these was made years ago

by one of the committee of safety. The number of

family names in the list is thirty-four, and twelve of

these names are not now to be found iu the town.

The immediate descendants of the others are but few,

and in many instances the race is quite extinct. There

seems to have been a doom upon them and their de-

scendants.

After the British had occupied New York there

arose another class of men, much worse than the first.

This body was composed of certain lawless characters,

who seized with avidity upon every opportunity for

plunder. They committed their depredations upon
both the Americans and their enemies. Old grudges

contracted before the war were now satisfied with re-

lentless vigor. Hence the Americans suflered most

from- these wretches. And, inasmuch as they did by

far the greater injury to the Americans, they were

often assisted by British troops to carry out their foul

cruelties and barbarities, and were always sheltered

by the enemy when hotly jDressed by the citizens.

They banded together to carry out their nefarious

designs. Skulking about at night in the woods and

by-places, they would shoot down the inhabitants

when they least supposed an enemy near. Their

mode of warfare can only be compared with that of

the Indians in the early history of the country. A
few instances will show the refinement of blood-

thirstiness which they had attained about the close

of the war.

Shubal Merritt, whose family is now extinct, was

one of these. With one of his boon companions, he

was once lurking about the village of Rye for the

accomplishment of some hidden purpose. An aged

man was plowing a field hard by their hiding-place,

and as he diligently pursued his labors backward and
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forward across the lot tliey were whiliiig away the

time by j)layin<>; cards. Finally, Kiuil>al proposed a

game to decide which should slioot the victim. The
result was against Shubal, who, as the old inan ap-

proached them slowly with his team, deliberately

raised his musket and shot him through the heart.

After the war was over the murderer suii'ered his just

deserts. A son of his victim met him face to face at

White Plains, and shot him dead upon the spot, and

so great was the feeling of hatred to him on the part

of the citizens that no notice was taken of the act.

Dr. Amos Mead, one of the committee of safety,

was so chased and hunted by these men as to be

obliged, with dog, horse, gun, and blankets, to travel

about back in the country for a whole winter. He
retraced by night the tracks he had made by day, and

then, moving off a short distance iir another direction,

sjjent tlie niglit in the first sheltered place that could

be found. At the close of winter he came down to

look at a field of wheat, but when arriving at a certain

point he turned back, deeming it unsafe to proceed

farther. Soon after, one William Sackett, a refugee,

met him, and told him that five men bent on his life

had been hidden in that field of wheat with their

muskets all aimed at a certain point in the road

where he must have passed had he i^roceeded on-

ward. Sackett had not become so hardened but that

he gave this timely Avarning, and Dr. Mead wisely

retired again into the country.

Among the most inveterate Tories were a fiimily of

the name of Knapp, living on what is now known as

the Tracy place. One of them, Timothy Knapp, had
been paying attentions, with a view to marriage, to a

daughter of Titus Mead, then living in the old house,

at present Mr. Solomon Mead's, a little northeast of

the village, and on her refusing his hand he pi-oudly

told her that she should yet speak to him and he

would in his turn take no notice of her. This threat

was verified in a more terrible way than he intended.

Horses were the most valuable booty that the refu-

gees could lay their hands upon, and, knowing that

Mr. Mead possessed a fine animal, which he every

night led up the oaken stairs to his garret, Knapp
with two of his brothers went to the house to take it.

Mr. Mead had knowledge of their approach, and
stationed a man who was with him at a back window
up-stairs. It was at dusk, and when the three men
had come to the door-step, after some words, Mr.
3Icad fired, the ball passing through the door and
entering the heart of Timothy Knapp. Without
waiting to see the result of the shot, his brothei-s ran

off in an easterly direction, and at the same time the

man stationed at the back window sprang out and
ran with all his might. The remaining refugees, see-

ing him and supposing it to be their brother, called

out, " Run, Tim, run 1" which made him run the

faster. At last the daughter, opening the door and
seeing Timothy lying there, asked him if he were
badly hurt, and he, making no answer, was found

dead. Siie had spoken to him and h(; had taken no

notice of h(!r. On finding him dead, word wm Hcnt

to the family that his body was lying an it fell on the

door-step. They paid no attention to the messenger;

and after the body had lain there for a considerable

length of time, Mr. Mead buried it in a lot belonging

to the Knapjjs in a pair of bars, wliere they must have

driven over it in going out and in. Afterwards the

family took up the body and buried it close ]>y the

house where he was shot, and liis bones still rest

there. A line of willow-trees now marks tlie spot, a

little way south of the house.

Another class not so violent in their individual

conduct, but equally inimical in other respects, were

those who, under guise of permits from the iMiglish,

resided here without molestation from the enemy, and

in return for this privilege gave them sufficient and

well-timed information of the doings of Americans in

this quarter. There were quite a large number of

this class among us, and we cannot but deplore the

situation of our forefathers, thus situated with spies

and villainous Tories in their midst and ready enemies

close at hand.

GOVERNOR TRYON'S EXPEDITION TO GREENWICH.

The attack made upon Greenwich by Governor

Tryon, and the escajje of Gen. Putnam down the

precipice, are the most prominent incidents in the

history of the town. It is an exceedingly difficult

task for a historian to collect facts merely from tradi-

tion, with the assistance of no other record than the

official rei)ort of the commanding officer and short

letters written from a distant part of the county. An
officer, when forced to retreat after being almost, or

perhaps quite, surprised at an outpost, feels in duty

bound to represent the facts in as favorable light as

possible, to avoid discouraging the patriots fighting

for their country. Putnam, according to his own ac-

count, spent but little time in the village while the

enemy were here, and the letters arc obviously incor-

rect in many prominent points. Here is Putnam's

account

:

"Camp at REAPtNo, March 'J. 1779.

'.' A detachment from the enemy at King's Uridge, consisting of the

Fourteentli, Forty-fourtli, anil Fifty-seventli British Kegiments, one of

the Hessians, and two of the new levies, niarclied from tlu ir lines for

Iloi'scneck on the evening of the '2."ith \ilt. with the intention of snr-

jirising the troops at that place and destroying the salt-works.

" A captain and thirty men were sent fron\ onr advance lines from

Horsencck, who discovered the enemy at New Rorhelle in advance.

They retired before them undiscoveied as far as Kyeneik, where, it

growing light, the enemy observed and attacked thorn. Tliey defended

themselves as well as possible and made their \v!>y gooil to Sawpitts where

they took advantage of a oommantling piece of gri>nnd and made some

little stand; bnt the snpeiior force of the enemy obliged them to retire

over Byram bridge, which they took up, and by that means had an op-

portunity of reaching Itoi-seneck in safety.

" As I was there myself to see the situation of the gnanls, I had the

troops foi med on a hill by the meeving-house, ready to receive the enemy

as they advanced. They came on briskly, and I s<x>n discv>verod that

their design was to turn our flanks and jHissess themselves of a defile in

our roar, which would oftectually prevent our ix-tront. I therefore oi^

dered parties o\it on both Hanks w ith directions to give me informatii n

of their approach, that we might retire in season. lu tb.e mean time a
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column advanced up the main roail, where the remainder of the troops

(amountins to only about sixty) were posted. We discharged some old

field-pieces which were tliere a few times, and gave them a small fire of

musketry, but without any considerable effect ; the superior force of the

enemy soon obliged our small detachment to abandon the place.

" I therefore directed tlie troops to retire and form on a hill a little dis-

tance from Horseneck, while I proceeded to Stamford and collected a

body of militia and a few Continental troops which were thei'e, with

which I returned immediately, and found that the enemy (after plunder-

ing the inhabitants of the principal part of their effects and destroying a

few salt-works, a small sloop, and a store) were on tlieir return. The

officer commanding the Oontiuental troops stationed at Horseneck mis-

took my orders and went much I'arther than I intended, so that he could

not come up with them to any advantage. I, however, ordered the few

troops that came from Stamford to pursue them, thinking they might

have an opportunity to pick up some stragglers. In this I was not mis-

taken, as Your Excellency will see by the enclosed list of prisoners. Be-

sides tliese, eight or nine more were taken and sent off, so that I cannot

tell to which particular regiments they belonged ; one ammunition- and

one baggage-wagon were taken. In the former the re were about two hun-

dred roumls of canister, grape, and round-shot suited to three-pounders,

some slow-matclies, and about two hundred tubes; the latter was filled

with pluuder, which I had the satisfaction of restoring to the inhabitiints

from whom it was taken. As I have not yet got a return, I cannot tell

exactly the number we lost, though I don't think more than ten sol-

diers and about that number of inhabitants, but a few of which were in

arms.

" Z.is( of Prisoners taken at Horseneck on the 2Glh nit.—Seventeenth Regi-

ment, 15 privates; Forty-fourth do., 5 privates
;
Fifty-seventh do., 3 pri-

vates; Loyal American Regiment, 5; Emmerick Coips, 8; Firet Battalion

of Artillery, 1 ;
Pioneers, 1. Total, 38.

" N.B.—Seven deserters from Emmerick's Corps."

The following is from "Barber's Historical Collec-

tions of Connecticut," being extracts from two letters

from Fairfield County, dated March 1, 1779, four days

after the occurrence

:

"The enemy have made an excursion within four miles of Stamford

by the best accounts of about fourteen hundred or fifteen hundred, under

the command of Governor Tryon
;
they reached Horseneck on Friday

morning about nine o'clock. At Stamford tiiey were not alarmed till ten

o'clock, notwithstanding tlie enemy was discovered at nine o'clock the

preceding evening by a small guard of Continental troops at East Clies-

ter, under the command of Capt. Titus Watson, who were obliged to give

way, though they fought on their retreat, and some ofthem were wounded

and taken prisoners. Capt. Watson was closely pursued by a light-liorse-

man whom he had the good fortune to kill, and by the . . . made his

escape. Gen. Putnam wsis accidentally at Stamford, but the Continental

troops were too much scattered to be collected in season to oppose the

enemy. About two hundred militia and .a few Continental troops fell in

with the enemy's rear, just as they were leaving Horseneck. about the

middle of the afternoon, who killed eight or ten of them and took about

fifty prisoners, who had made too free with the liquor they had plun-

dered. They destroyed a small salt-work and burnt a schooner which

lay at Mianos Creek. They plundered the inhabitants of everything

they could lay their hands on, broke windows, etc., and many families

were stript of everything l ut the clothes they had on ; even the house

where Governor Tryon had his headquarters was not spared. They re-

treated to Rye on Friday evening, and next day to King's Bridge. Their

retreat was so precipitate that they left behind two wagons loaded with

plunder."

From the above reports, and from twenty or more

different accounts, some of which have been handed

down by the hottest of the Tories and some by over-

zealous Americans, we have arranged the following

account of the expedition, as being the most consistent

and reliable. It is necessary that we should contra-

dict some accounts, and even dispute some of the facts

stated by Gen. Putnam himself. We ask all, there-

fore, who would relate the matter in a different man-

ner to look upon our account in a spirit of leniency.

remembering that where there is so much disagree-

ment all cannot be right.

The headquarters at this time were at the house of

Capt. John Hobby. Col. Holdridge, of the vicinity

of Hartford, an officer much disliked by the Amer-
icans, was in command of the outpost. The house

was situated a few feet south of the one now occupied

by Henry M. Benedict, Esq., and a small guard-house

was erected in the corner of the yard, but a few feet

south of Mr. Benedict's western entrance, close by
the side of the street, of which the carriage-path ran

more than its width farther south than it now does.

Some say that this outpost was at the. house of the

late John J. Tracy, but this was a hot-bed of Tory-

ism, and further, those giving this account say that

Putnam arose from the breakfast-table, sprang upon
his horse, and rode for Stamford ; in which case he

could have given no. orders to the men who were

drawn up by the meeting-house, which he in fact did.

We therefore take this account to be a mistake.

On the evening of the 25th of February, 1779, Gen.

Putnam was at Horseneck, quartered Avith the picket-

guard, where it was his custom to come almost every

day to gain information of the doings of the enemy
below. That evening a ball was held at the house of

Moses Husted, Pecksland, on the same site where is

now the residence of William A. Husted, Esq. Put-

nam attended, taking a lady on his horse behind him,

according to the custom of those days. This lady,

afterwards Mrs. Rogers, was a daughter of David

Bush, of Coscob, living in the same house now occu-

pied by George J. Smith, Esq. It was late when he

accompanied her home, so that he did not leave her

father's residence for Horseneck until nearly daylight

on the morning of the 26th. This fact has led many
to suppose that his headqrfarters were at Coscob,

which is evidently a mistake.

The day before (the 25th) a small company of the

Continental light-horsemen, under Capt. Titus Wat-
son, consisting of about thirty men, had been ordered

forward by Putnam to observe the doings of the ene-

my. They went down nearly as far as New Rochelle,

where, between eight and nine o'clock in the evening,

they found the enemy approaching, with Delancy's

body of Tories in the van. The Continentals retired

before them, but were discovered and come up with.

By reason of superior numbers they were defeated,

and many of them were killed. The enemy drove

them from the stage-road down into Milton, where

they managed to keep away from their pursuers, cross-

ing the heads of the creeks, many of them hiding in

the swamps. A few of them, with Capt. Watson, suc-

ceeded in reaching Byram Bridge, which they had
time to take up when their pursuers were just in

sight. Watson, with one or two others, then rode

directly to Horseneck, with the company of Tories in

full pursuit. Five of them turned southward and

were pursued by a body of the enemy, who came up

with one of the fugitives in the lot recently excavated
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by the New York and New Haven liailroad Company,

now owned by Capt. Caleb W. Merritt. The Holdier

was there shot (h)wn and tlie liorsc inhumanly butch-

ered, from which the inclosurc has since Ijcen known

as the "Horse Lot." The other four succeeded in

reaching the Myanos in safety, where they were set

across by Daniel Banks.

The alarm was given to the picket-guard by Capt.

Watson, but there was little or no time to prepare for

defense. The enemy had been informed of tlie weak-

ness of the outpost, and advanced steadily for it. Mr.

Matthew Mead, then a boy of twelve, was back of his

father's house, where Mr. Bush Mead now lives, when

he saw them at the top of the hill by Horseneek

Brook. His father sent him off, with the other chil-

dren and the cattle, back in the lots, where he reached

a place of safety. The Americans, warned by Cajjt.

Watson, numbering, according to the various ac-

counts, from one to two hundred, having no cavalry,

formed in front of the meeting-house and fired a six-

pounder three times—which was a signal of alarm-
just as the Tories passed the house of Mr. Matthew
Mead. They then were walking their horses, but

when they came in sight of Capt. John Hobby's they

saw Putnam spring on his horse at the barn with his

coat on his arm and ride with full speed to the meet-

ing-house, where the Americans were drawn up.

They now gave him full chase. He stopped a mo-

ment to order his men to retreat to a convenient dis-

tance, while he should ride on to Stamford for rein-

forcements. Being nearly come up with, he dashed

on, and by the time he reached the precipice now
known as Putnam's. Hill, the commander of the

Tories, Thomas Merritt, of Westchester County, was

within two lengths of him.

The road, before reaching the brink of the preci-

pice, then ran nearly east and west, then turning a

short right angle ran north about thirty rods, when it

turned directly about and ran south along under the

precipice to about five rods below the causeway form-

ing the present road, where it again turned eastward.

Putnam plunged his horse down this steep, which,

being overgrown with stunted bushes, presented a

wild appearance, at a headlong pace, across the road

at the foot of the hill, into the thicket which then

lay between the post-road and the swamp, now known
as the " Ten Acres," and pursued a sort of drift-path

through the thicket till he was beyond the present

residence of Theodore H. Mead, Esq., Avhere he again

took to the road. The hill now presents a totally

different aspect from what it formerly did, and the

hardest part of Putnam's descent was after he crossed

the road running along the side of the hill.

Some will have it that he started down the hill

from the same point, but took a southeastern course,

reaching the road at the foot of the stone stei)s, where

the enemy had full aim at him all the while
;
others,

that he rushed headlong down the seventy-four stone

steps placed roughly one above another for the con-

25

veniencc of foot passengers, Jiis weight Vjeing two

hundred and forty pounds, fathers, again, claim

that he followed the road as long as it ran on the top

of the liill, and then set off in a northeastern direc-

tion above tlie Ten Acre<; while the author has been

coolly told that Ik; was in no danger of being taken at

all, and rode slowly around the hill as other people

did. We have carefully traced and examined these

different accounts, and have the fullest evidence, by

the testimony of eye-witnesses, that the account first

given is correct. One of the many balls fired at him

l)y the Tories from the brink of the hill as lie passed

through the bushes passed through his hat. Old Put

on this occasion could not refrain from his castomarj-

exclamation when in trouble from the Tories, which

he shouted as the balls whistled thickly past him

:

" God cuss ye ! when I catch ye I'll hang ye to the

next tree."

Col. Holdridge, who was in command of the Con-

tinental soldiers, retreated in an unsoldierlike man-

ner to Stanwich, while Putnam intended that he

should retire only a short distance. From the ac-

count by the Americans of this oflicer, who was a

Hartford man, he was totally unfit to be a soldier at

all, much less an officer.

The citizens hung about the village as near as they

dared, hiding in the swamps and by-jjlaces during

the whole day, taking advantage of every opportu-

nity, by some daring feat, to secure prisoners, and

even fire upon the enemy.

About an hour after the arrival of the body of

Tories, Governor Tryon, with his full force of about

twelve hundred men, took full possession of the

town. He made his quarters at the house of Mr.

Henry Mead, who then kept a public-house on the

site of the present residence of IMiss Sarah Lewis

and Mrs. Mason. The soldiers, meantime, separated

themselves into squads and pillaged every house in

the neighborhood ; a large body of them visited

Coscob, where they destroyed the salt-works, which

were upon Bush's Point, a small sloop, and a sloop's

store-house.

A party of them also entered the house of Daniel

and Joshua Smith, which was situated a little way
south of the present parsonage of the Second Con-

gregational Society. They found this house deserted

by all its inhabitants excepting a deaf old lady, the

mother-in-law of Joshua Smith. As they entered

they saw her standing at the Isead of the front stairs.

As she could not hear, she disobeyed their orders to

come down, which so enraged the soldiers that one

of them sprang up stairs and cut her down with his

sword. After this niui-der the house was set on fire

and burned to the ground. This is said to have been

the only house wholly burned by the British.

The houses of those who held the enemy's permits

were safe from these depredations, but the others

were ransacked and plundered of every valuable.

The wagons brought to carry back the plunder were
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filled to their utmost capacity. After that, every-

thing was destroyed. The farmers made granaries of

their garrets, and the enemy, after cutting holes

through the garret and main floors, shoveled all the

grain into the cellars, where the cider-barrels were

knocked in and all mingled in one useless mass.

The cider, however, was not all permitted to run

upon the ground, but by the middle of the afternoon

nearly all the privates had become so drunken with

it as to be unfit for the least defense, and so little

guard was kept by the enemy that an American crept

slyly into the orchard by the Henry Mead house, in

the midst of the enemy, and fired a ball through the

clapboards, which whistled close by Governor Tryon's

head and struck the mantel-piece, from which it re-

bounded upon the floor. This startled Tryou so much
that he, without waiting for his late dinner, gave im-

mediate orders for a retreat. The officers now expe-

rienced the greatest difficulty in forming their men.

Many were beastly drunk, and a great number made ir-

regular marches, so that the Greenwich men managed

to take several prisoners. Though several shots were

fired at the enemy before, their first man was killed

in the road opposite the cedar-tree a little west of the

house of William Knapp. Others were wounded,

and the enemy was in a full and disorderly reti'eat.

The Americans so hotly pressed upon their rear that

the drivers cut their horses loose from an ammuni-

tion- and a plunder-wagon, and rode off after their

companions at full speed. The Americans had just

taken possession of them when Gen. Putnam, with

between one and two hundred Continentals and mil-

itia, arrived from Stamford, too late to render any

assistance to the inhabitants.

This was an eventful day for Greenwich. Houses,

though not burned, were ruined, and in the midst of

winter, all provision had been destroyed by the hos-

tile army, and the Tories, from that time for about a

year, had almost complete mastery of the town. It

is absolvitely impossible to depict the misei-ies of the

people who, loving the American cause, were obliged

to stay here until the next season.

It seems that Putnam, as well as the inhabitants,

supposed, from the large number of the enemy, that

they were to proceed farther on, to Stamford and

Norwalk. Hence, Col. Mead early dispatched Mr.

Titus Mead to New Haven to ask of reinforcements of

Gen. Silliman. The messenger arrived at New Haven
a little before six that evening, and Gen. Silliman im-

mediately issued his orders. The following is a copy

of the one sent to Woodbury, taken from Cothren's
" History of AYoodbury :"

" New Haven, Feb. 2G, 1779, 6 p.m.

"Gent.,—Mr. Titus Mead, a man to be depended on, is this moment
ariiv'd e.xpress from Col. Mead, witli a message by woi'd of moutli only

from Col. Mead, for tlicir circumstances were such that Col. Mead could

not wi ite. He says when he left Horsencck (which was early this morn-

ing) a Body of about si.K hundred men and a Body of Horse had pushed

up the road into Horseneck, and were on this side of Knap's tavern ; and

it was reported that a Body of two Or three thousand more were not far

behind. You are therefore directed to muster & march your Regiments
forthwith to Norwalk to oppose the enemy, & where you will receive

further Orders. Lose not a moment neither by Night nor day.

"G. Sellf.ck Silliman,

" Brig.-Gen. of Foot and Col. Ct. of Hoi-se.

" To CoL. Mosley & Major Bull, Woodbury.

Of course the early retreat of the enemy rendered

the execution of this command of no avail.

The Tories now soon became possessed of the en-

tire town. Their headquarters were a part of the

time at the house of Mr. Abraham Mead, where Mr.

Oliver Mead now resides. This, now being the neu-

tral ground, was plundered by both friends and foes
;

and poor and sickening indeed was the lot of those

who were obliged to stay here.

RIVINGTON'S PRESS.

Some time during the war a paper was published

in the city of New York by one Eivington. This

paper was professedly and to all outward appearance

devoted to the British interests. It was afterwards,

however, known to have aided the Americans much,
and was under the control of Washington himself.

The hostile appearance of the sheet, however, de-

ceived the Americans as well as their enemies, and
about half a dozen Greenwich men resolved that the

press should be stopped
;
they stole into the city, de-

stroyed the press, and bagged the type, which they

brought ofl' with them from the very midst of a watch-

ful enemy. Messrs. Andrew and Peter Mead were

the principal men of the expedition. It is said that

they only of the company were able to carry the bags

of type from the printing-office to the street and throw

them across the backs of their horse 3. After the type

was brought to Greenwich it was totally destroyed,

except enough to print each of the company's names, ,

which the veterans kept for a long time in memory
of their exploit.

THE KING STREET SKIRMISH.

One great disadvantage which the people were sub-

jected to during the whole war was the absolute want
of bayonets. Few companies could be found wholly

armed with these valuable weapons. But Lieut.

Mosher was the commander of a small company of

men who were amply j)rovided with them. This

company may have been larger, but consisted of only

eighteen soldiers at the time here mentioned. Seven

of them were from the farm of Gen. Pierre Van Cort-

land, of Cortlandtown, about half a dozen of them
from Greenwich, and the remainder from th-e vicinity

of the town of Harrison. On the 4th of December,

1781,* Capt. Richard Sacket, of the same company,

was taken prisoner, having unwisely separated him-

self from his company. The light-horse of the enemy,

under Col. Holmes (a Tory) and Capt. Kipp, attacked

the company. The latter retreated to the vicinity of

a tavern recently kept by William Merritt, in King

* Heath's Mem., p. 324.
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Street, where they formed to withstand tlie charge of

the trooj) of horse. Witliout slielter of any kind, and

upon an open phiin, tliese eigliteen men successfully

stood charge after charge from the troop. Lieut.

Mosher ordered his men not to fire a shot, hut sternly

to await the onset. At the first charge Col. Holmes,

finding himself repulsed, ordered Mosher to surren-

der or he would cut them all to i)icces. The only

reply vouchsafed by Mosher was, " Cid and he

damned!" and with silence he withstood the first and

second charge,?. But after the third charge he or-

dered his men to fire on the retiring troops, which

they did with terrible execution. One man was

killed and eight dangerously wounded, Capt. Kijjp

mortally. The horses of Col. Holmes and Capt.

Kijjp were also killed under them. IMosher's men,

taking advantage of the discomfiture of their assail-

ants, escaped to a neighboring piece of woods, not

having a man even wounded. It is said to have been

the most astonishing feat, on the part of both the

ofiicers and men, that was enacted during the whole

war. Gen. Washington often sj^oke of this affair, and

it was reported all over Europe to show the utility of

the bayonet, and that a small body of infantry thus

armed may successfully resist a strong body of cav-

alry. Several of the enemy were severely wounded
before they were fired upon.

THE BRITrSir m north STAMFORD.

At one time during the war the nearest American
outpost to New York in this quarter was at Byram,
and the enemy being bent upon a depredatory expe-

dition to North Stamford and Long Eidge, came sud-

denly in the night and cut every one of the guard to

pieces. This whole expedition seems to have been

marked by bloody and horrible deeds, and it is

said that Tarleton himself commanded the force.

The whole populace around collected and followed

the enemy, to attack and worry them on their re-

treat. An ambuscade was formed at a defile in

Round Hill, near the residence of Roswell Mills,

Esq., where the road passes through steep rocks

overgrown with thick laurel. At other places on
their return the British and Tories were sorely pressed,

but here a deadly fire poured in upon them, kill-

ing and wounding great numbers. On that day in

the retreat one of their regiments lost their stand-

ard, to their great mortification and disgrace.

ANDREW MEAD, HUMPHREY DENTON, AND RICH-
ARD MEAD.

These men—more, perhaps, than any others—de-

serve the highest praise for their brave and daring

acts. It was not so much their province to counsel

and advise as to act. " Old men for counsel and
young men for action." Such men as Dr. Amos
Mead, John Mackay, and Abraham Mead were of

great service to the inhabitants as counselors. They
were all past the meridian of life, and one of them.

Dr. 7\inoH Mead, had gained much experien-e by

active service in the Erencli war. But if any daring

deed was to be accomplishcl, where hardy, brave,

and reliable men were necessary, the three former

were always selected. After all control of the t^jwn

was lost to the Americans by the destructive expe-

dition of Governor Tryon, it was not safe for a patriot

to remain publicly in the limit-i for an hour, yet thene

three hung about the jjlace, ready to assist the de-

fenseless population against the brutalities of the To-

ries. Each possessed of his arms, a faithful dog, and

a fleet horse, they spent their time about the village,

hidden in the by- and secret places. The winter of

1780 was one of the severest on record. The Sound
was frozen across, and a great amount of snow ac-

cumulated. Yet these men scarcely knew a night,

during the early part of that winter, in which they

did not sleep with their horses and dogs among the

snow. During that winter some dozen or twenty head

of cattle, the most of which belonged to Mr. Jerad

Mead, were taken off in haste by the Tories, and driven

towards New York. After much earnest solicitation

on the part of the owner, the trio consented to make
the most daring attempt of crossing the enemy's lines

to retake them. There had been recently a storm of

rain, which had frozen as it fell and rendered the

roads extremely slippery and made a hard sharj) crust

upon the snow. The pursuers, therefore, went upon
the Sound with their horses and kept the ice as far

as Mamaroneek, and then, taking the road, could

track the cattle by the blood which had trickled from

the wounds of the bayonets which had forced them
along. At Mount Vernon they retook the cattle, and

were returning when they found they were pursued

by a body of the enemy under a lieutenant. Their

horses were tired by their swift ride, and the,y soon

knew that their only safety was in separation, and in

that case, even, one must be inevitably taken. Ac-

cordingly they left the cattle and plunged separately

in different directions. The enemy selected Ric-hard

Mead, pursued, aiul took him prisoner. This wa-!

about the middle of January, 1780. He wiis taken to

New York and thrown into the famous Sugar-House,

where he remained for a i>eriod of six weeks until

exchanged.

These three men were held in high estimation by

the people. Their kiunvn patriotism and courage,

which could ever be relied on, caused the other citi-

zens, long after the Revolutionarj' war, to renu-.nber

their acts with the greatest gratitude.

We append the following concerning the brave

and redoubtable old Continental chieftain Putiuini,

being an address delivered by Col. H. W. R. Hoyt at

the Centennial conuncmoration of the ride of (ieu.

Putnam at Greenwich, Feb. 2t), 1779. The addrciss

was delivered Feb. 22, 187!)

:

" In n quiet giavojiml in tlic town of Biwklyn, in fliis State, Isntel

Putnam has long rested fioni liii laliore. Tliroupli sturni anil sunshine

for nearly ninety .veal's tJie \\ori\ and wea: led ludy of tlie old lierv" has
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slept in its well-eainerl repose. Almost a century, filleJ with liistone

deeds and brillinnt with the annals of great events, has gone by since

he was gathered to his fathers, but Iiis fame has not been lessened, and

the halo that surrounds his name has become brighter ^^ith the lapse of

time. To-day the State of liis adoption, through her Jjegislature and

voluntary organizations, and adjoining States, througli their representa-

tives, liave risen up to do honor to his memory. His tiery courage, his

generous qualities, his patriotic zeal, and liis important services have

made him a most prominent iigiire among the heroes of those days in

whicli, amid tlie thunder of cannon and the tread of contending .armies,

the foundations of a great nation were established. His nature and

education had well fitted him for leadership in that time of turmoil and

achievement. His experience in the French and Indian wars, and the

estimation in which he was held by the authorities, had given him a

high position in the military forces of the State : and when, at Cam-

bridge, in 1775, Wasliington assumed command of the Revolutionary

army, bringing, with him the commissions of the four major-gener.als

issued by the Continental Congress, Putnaiu'd alone was delivered, in

consequence of a want of confidence in those upon whom the others

were to have been conferred. The incidents of his whole life are tinged

with romance. He was familiar with peiil from his early youth, and,

had he lived in the days of mythology, the popular fancy would have

invested him with all the attiihrtes and endowments which were be-

stowed upon the ancient divinities.

"The exploit of Gen. Putnam which we now commemorate occurred

at a i)eriod of deep gloom and depression in the course of the struggle

for independence. The spirit of the colonists was unconquerable, the

fires of their i)atriotism were unquenched, but their government was a

rope of sand. There seemed to be no power in the Continental Congress

to enforce its recommendations and resolutii)ns or to provide for the

supplies and payment of the troops. The value of the Continental

issues had become greatly depreciated. The masses of the people were

enduring hardship and privation with patience and re.solution. Occa-

sional discontent manifested itself and nuitterings were heard among

the soldier)', but their faith was unfalteiing, their determination un-

fiinching, and, although without pay and partially without food, they

remained steadfast to the good cause.

"The headquarters of the.army for that winter were at Middlebrook,

on the Karitan Kiver, in New Jersey. The battle-lino e-xtended from

the Delaware northerly along the Highlands to West Point, and then,

turning eastward, followed the Connecticut shore as far as Stonington.

In the fall campaign Savannah had been captured by tlie enemy, and

the province of Georgia was under the dominion of the Britisli. Above

the island of New York aud a portion of Long Island floated the banner

of St. George, and foreign sentinels paced their beats from the Hudson

to the East River; the Biitish general Pigot commanded in Rhode

Island; but, witli these exceptions, the Atlantic coast was in the pos-

session of the patriots. Sir Henry Clinton held suiu'eme command of

the British forces, and from his headquarters in New York City caused

frequent predatory excui'sious to be uuide up tlie fertile valley of the

Bronx, along the range of hills that forms tlie backbone of Westchester

County, and from point to point along the shoies of Long Island and

Connecticut.

" In 1778, Gen. Putnam had been relieved from duty in the Highlands,

and waa afterwards assigned to the command of the forces in Connecti-

cut. He had the two brigades of the Connecticut line, one brigade of

New Hampshire troops, Col. Hazeu's regiment of infantry, and one of

the four regiments of cavalry commanded by Col. Slielden. His head-

quarters were at Reading, in this county, about six miles southerly from

Danbniy. From this point he supervised the military operations in tliis

State and maintained connection with the Continental forces on the

Hudson. Detachments were stationed at advantageous places, one of his

most important outposts being located in this vicinity. The territory

from Kingsbridge to Greenwich was known as the debatable ground, and

for the people within its limits there was nothing but anxiety and danger.

Living along the border of the disputed territory, tlie people of Green-

wich were in a most deplorable condition. Many of her sons were in

the military service. Of those who were at home a large proportion

were open avowed loyalists, and a third class, who were living under tlie

protection of Biitish permits, secretly gave information and furnished

supplies to the enemy. It was a winter of unusual severity. With but few

exceptions, the people were weighed down by poverty. Cold and hunger

were their daily companions, and the most rigid economy was scarcely

suflicient to supply them with the scantiest means for supporting life.

The depreciation of the Continental curiency, the severe taxation that

had been resorted to to enable the State to pay the proportion of the

public debt and the e.xpenses of the general government that had been

assigned to her, and the uncertain teniire of life and property, had de-

stroyed all enterprise and rendered business undertakings impossible.

Men moved about in fear and trepidation. Their hiding-places were in

the fields and woods. No one know the moment when a bullet from a

concealed enemy might strike him down. Families were divided against

each other ; social tieswere disrupted ; old friends and neighbors regarded

each other with hatred and distiiist."

GREENWICH IN 1779.

" The physical appearance of the town has been greatly changed. The
stately mansions that now adorn the street along which Putnam rode in

1779 were then represented by the quaint dwellings of that early daj',

with gable-ends and long, low-slanting roofs. Just beyond the foot of

the pi'ccipice now known as Putnam Hill, then stood the residence of Gen.

Ebenezer 3Iead, who was a prominent member of the committee of

safety and a soldier in the Connecticut service. On the summit of the

hill, north of the old Episcopal church, was the residence of Jabez Fitch.

The church itself was a plain frame building without walls, with the

rafters showing overhead, and was so frail a structure that it was unable

to withstand the force of the gale by which it was destroyed in 1821.

Tlie rear of the building stood a few feet from the brow of the hill. The

main country road, as it was then called, led through the village to a

point near the e Igeof the precipice, and then ran northerly for some three

hundred feet. At the latter point it turned sharply to the south, and,

hugging the side of the hill beneath the rocks that frowned above it, de-

scended with a steep inclination to a point about eighty feet south of the

present causeway. Then, bending again to the east, it trended off in the

direction of Stamford. Northerly and westerly of the church, across the

point where the passage-way has since been blasted through the rocks,

the ground was"level aud unbroken. South of the church edifice was the

graveyard, in which to-day are seen a few lonely and deserted relics of

the past. From the rear of the church, across land now owned by Rev.

B. M. Yarrington, a fence ran easterly down the hill along tlie southerly

margin of the old road. Between the carriage-path and the fence rough

aud )intiinimed stones had been placed from time to time, forming an

irregular stairway up the hill. The face of the precipice was covered

with a growth of bushes. Westerly from the summit of the hill, and

opposite the present rectory of the Episcopal church, was the old tavern

kept at that time by Israel Knapp. The original building is still in ex-

istence, and is owned by J. Frederick Holmes, the stone wing having

been constructed since the period of which I now speak. Still farther

towards the village stood an old house on the nortliwest corner of the

present homestead of A. Foster Higgins, and on the lot now occupied by

the Greenwich Academy was the residence of Moses Husted. At this

house the American guards were frequently quartered. Just easterly of

the church in which we are now assembled stood the house of Daniel

Smith, which was burned by Tryon, and on the lot across the street, op-

posite the old Town Hall, had been erected another building, the property

of Jared Mead. His residence stood near the present homestead of Fred-

erick Mead. Angell Husted (2d) owned a house on the land now occu-

pied by the Congregational cemetery. Between that building and this

church edifice tlie house of worship of the Second Congregational Society

—in dimensions thirty-five by fifty feet—had been standing since 1730.

Capt. John Hobby kept a public-house on the property now owned by

Prof William G. Peck. Clemence Hobby lived on the site of the Green-

wich Savings Bank. Another house was situated on the ground now

occupied by the Lenox House, and from that point to Rock)' Neck, on

the Sound, there was not a building in existence. Opposite the Lenox

House was a building, then kept as a tavern, which is still standing, and

is occupied by John H. Sniffen. On the property of Jacob T. AVeed stood

another dwelling, and near the residence of Capt. J. G. Mead was a

dwelling-house that has been destroyed within the past fifteen years.

On the brow of the hill, on the ground now occupied by the homestead

of Col. Thomas \. Mead, stood another house, then owned by Col. Richard

Mead. In i lace of the magnificent row of trees that now line Putnam

Avenue there stood three ballwood trees, two of which still remain. One

of them is on the ground of Col. Thomas A. Mead, the other stands in

front of the residence of the late Peter Acker, and the third stood near

the dividing-line between the grounds of Luther P. Hubbard and Prof

William G. Peck."

PUTNAM'S RIDE.

" The 2Gth day of February, 1779, is memorable in the annals of Green-

wich. Guided by the records and traditions that exist, by the statements

of eye-witnesses that have been handed down from generation to gen-

eration, we are able to put forth our hands into the shadows of the past

and rescue from oblivion the true story of the incidents of that day that
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slii- tlio blood at tlio bare recital. As to a few minor <l(.'tiiilH of Putnam's

exploit tliero may be room for disimtc, but tlio main fact in lioyonil qiios-

tion. The morning broke cold and dreary. A feeling of iineafiinesH and

uncertain appreliension had gained a place in the community. Down

towards the Biitish lines there wiw a movement among the H(ddiery.

Out of that region of silence and <losolation that intervened canje tlic

sjnad of marcliing battalions and the clatter of sqinidrons of horsemen.

Their purpose and destination were unknown, but to tliO people of

Greenwich, accustomed to alarm, lliese signs were ominous of danger.

The official records show that on the evening of Feb. 2.'), 1770, a maraud-

ing expedition started from King's Bridge, commanded by Maj.-Gen.

Tryon, the Tory Governor of New York. His force consisted of about

fifteen hundred men, composed of British and Hessian troops and two

regiments of Tories. At New lloclielle they wore met liy a small body

of Continental skirmisliers, conimandeil by Capt. Titns Watson, who had

been sent forward to reconnoitre. This company at once retreateil, but

near Milton, in the town of Kye, was overtaken and attacked. Their

force became divided; a number of them were killed A pr)rtion of the

company concealed themselves in the swamps, and the remainder nnido

their escape along tlio highway to the Byram Kivcr, which they reached

in time to destroy tlio bridge before they were overtaken by their pur-

suers. Over the hills at full gallop rode Capt. Watson and his com-

panions, to give warning to the few troops then in Greenwich. Col.

Holdridge, of Hartford County, was in command of the outpost. Gen.

Putnam had arrived but a few days previous, to obtain information as to

the military situation, and was then in the village. At this point occurs

the first disjrepancy in the traditions of that day, but the prevailing

current of authority seems to indicate that his quarters at that time were

at the public-house kept by Israel Kiiapp, which was known in later

years as the Tracy place. The enemy reached Greenwich at about nine

o'clock on the morning of the 2(ith. The small body of Americans were

posted across the road on the eminence south of the Congregational

church. They had two small cannon, without hoiscs or drag-ropes.

A portion of them were deployed as skirmishers on either flank, leaving

but about sixty men to hold this position. A contest here would have

been madness. They had no cavalry; the enemy outnumbered them ten

to one. The guns were fired upon the advancing column, and then the

order was given for retreat.

" In the van of Tryou's forces rode Delancey's corps, composed of

Tories from Westchester County, who had enrolled themselves beneath

the royal banners and were the most bitter ami malignant enemies of

the patiiots. At the approach of tlu:S body, cViarging at a gallop, the few

Continentals witlidrew from the field, and Putnam started on his horse

for Stamford to obtain reinforcements. Along the frozen highway ring

the steel-shod hoofs of the Continental charger; thundering on in swift

pursuit ride the enemy's dragoons. The unexpected prize is almost

within their grasp. Every nerve is strained to its utmost tension. The
rowels are driven deep into the flanks of theirsteeds. Their steel flashes

in the sunlight, their scabbards clank loudly in the frosty air. Each
man, ambitious of the glory of being the captor of so distinguislied an
officer in the rebel service, leans forward in his saddle, as tliough to

lessen the distance between himself and the flying horseman. Nearer
and nearer to the old hero come the pursueis. Only a moment more,

and the mad chase will be ended and the American general will bo a
prisoner in the hands of his enemies. But by this time the brow of the

hill is readied, and the bold rider—to whom fear is unknown, who in

his lifetime has bearded the wild beasts of the forest in their den, who in

the line of duty has faced grim death a hundred times with unquailing

eye—spurs his horse right onward across the precipice, and amid a volley

of bullets from his baffled pursuers takes his leap into history.

" Here again the local traditions do not entirely agree. There were
eye-witnesses to Putnam's ride both among the citizens of Greenwich
and the troops under his command. All the traditions concur as to the

spot at wdiich he reached the foot of the hill, but the place at which lie

began his descent and the precise course ho took are involved in some
obscurity. One story is that, leaving the highway, he turned slightly to

his right, and, passing closely by the northeast corner of the church,
rode near or directly down the steps. The other story places his point

of divergence from tlie highway about one hundred feet north of the
church, gives him a soutlieast course, and makes him strike the steps

about one-third of the disUiuce from the foot of the hill. Both accounts
are based on statements made originally by those who witnessed the

occurrence, but which have been forgotten or misunderstood in the
course of frequent repetition. One thing, however, is certain: whatever
may have been his starting-point, he performed a deed which the nmgh
riders who foUoweil him dared not emulate, which is worthy of historic

meution and is a glorious exploit for commemoiiition.

"It U not my purpose to dco.-irlbe th« eveiitgof that day of tt:rr>r in

Greenwich. The British forces scattflred through tli<j t/jwn and iriwiit

the time In spoliation and dcljauchcry. Inoult and cruelty, robbery and

murder, characterized their doings. The want/jii dcntriiclion of pro-

visions and projirrrfy f>f every kind proved their haired and rnalignfty.

A det;u;hnient went to the MianiH Itiver and burned the iialt'Workii, a

store, a schooner, and a slo qi. At nightfall the order to return Ma*

given. Ileiiifoicements had arrived, and the Americans followwl tlio

retreating enemy, blazing njion tlieir flanks and rear, taking prifjnem,

recapturing the plunder they h:wl stolen, and turning the invaJiiori of th<!

Biitish into a substantial victory."

C II A r T E li XXXVII.
GBEENWICH (Continued).

ECCLESIASTICAL IIISTOKY.

First Congregational Church—Second Congregational Church—Ojngn?-

gational Church, Stanwich—Congregational Church, North Green-

wich—Steep Hollow Church—Christ Church—Emmanuel Church

—

St. Paul's Chapel—Calvary Church, Round Hill— Sletliodist Kpiscqeil

Church, Greenwich—Jlethodist Episcopal ('hurch. Hound Hill—Meth-

odist Episcopal Church, King .Street—Methodist Kpiscopal Church,

Mianus—Evangelical Lutheran—Banksville Baptist—Baptist (liurch,

King Street—St. Mary's Roman Catholic Chnrcli.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

As early as 1643 Greenwich was taxed for preaching,

and there was occasional service held in town. In

1660 tlie male inhabitants nuinljercd abont twenty,

and all were obliged to contribute pro rata for the

aup2)ort of preaching, and attendance on divine ser-

vice was enforced by law. Non-attendance was pun-

ished by a penalty of five shillings. The church wa-<

organized in 1670, and in 1675 a call was extended

to llev. Mr. Wizwell, who declined it.

PASTORS.

The first pastor was Ecv. Jeremiah Peck, and his

salary was paid at "fifty pounds with fire-wood, or

sixty pounds without fire-wood." Rev. Jeremiah

Peck, 1678-89; Rev. Abraham Pierson, 1691-94;

Rev. Salmon Treat, 1695-97 ; Rev. Joseph Morgan,

1697-1700; Rev. Nathaniel Bowers, 1707, remained

probably two years. Mr. Jones supplied the church

for a short time after Mr. Bowers' dismissal, and was

succeeded in 1715 by Rev. Mr. Sackett, and probably

remained about two years. He was subsequently

pastor at New Greenwich eleven years. Rev. Eph-
raim Bostwick, 1730-46 ; Rev. Ebenezcr Davenport,

1763-69; Rev. Robert Morris, 1785-94. After 1794

the pulpit was supplied by the Rev. Piatt Bullett and
Rev. Abncr Benedict.

At the beginning of the century Rev. Samuel
Sturges was pastor, and remained seven years ; Rev.

John Noyes, 1810-24; Rev. Charles F. Butler, 1S24-

34; Rev. Thomas Payne, 1837-42; Rev. S. B. S. Bis-

sell, 1842-53; 'Rev. William A. Hyde^ 1854-64; Rev.

W. F. Arms, 18()4, nearly two years (supply); Rev.

William P.Hammond, 1867-72; Rev. J. 8. Bayne,

1872-76; Rev. Granville W. Nims, 1876-78. Frank
S. Child, A.M., the jiresent pastor, was installed Feb.

27, 1879.
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THE CHURCH EDIFICES.

The first church edifice was erected in about the

year 1666, near Greenwich Cove. The second, churcli

building is supposed to have stood near the Myanus.

The third church edifice stood on tlie elevation of

land south of the present residence of Mr. Charles

Husted, and was built by Congregationalists, aided by

the Episcopalians. The i^rcsent building was com-

menced in 1855, and completed a few years later.

The old society and church books are very meagre

in their records, and those in possession of the church

to-day date back less than a hundred years. The
treasurer's books give us some definite information.

From them we learn that the annual salary of com-

mitteemen varied from fifty cents to one dollar and

a half ; in 1830 it was one dollar. The ti'easurer was

more generously paid, receiving for his services the

sum of two dollars. In those days it cost thirty-seven

cents to sweep the church.

Among the charges on the treasurer's book we find

one which denotes the status of the temperance ques-

tion at that date. At the society's annual meeting,

18— , the sum of one dollar and twenty-five cents was

expended on liquors with which to regale the com-

pany.

In the early history of the church the people assem-

bled for worship at eight o'clock in the morning;

they brought their heaters and their lunches with

them. The pulpit was high above the heads of the

2)eo23le. Contributions were made by the magistrate

and principal men of the congregation passing to the

deacon's seat and dej^ositing their gifts in the cash-

box. Seats were assigned by an officer. Position

and dignity in the community determined the matter

of i^recedence.

The following extract appears in the Farmer's

Journal, published at Danbury, under date Feb. 15,

1791:
SciiKME FOK Lottery*

for raising the remainder of the sum granted by tlie General Assembly

for the benefit of the first society of the town of Greenwich.

THIRD CLASS.

1200 tickets at one dollar each is 120'J dollars.

To be di'awn in prizes as follows :

1 prize of 1(10 dollars.. KK) dollai-s.

2 prizes of 50 " 100 "

;) " 20 " OO "

4 " 15 " 00 "

5 " 10 " 50 "

8 " 5 " 40 "

10 " 4 " 40 "

15 " 3 " 45 "

351 " 2 " 702 "

1 first blank, lU dollars 1)4
"

1 last " V/i " 1}|
"

401 1200
Subject to a deduction of V^]^ P^^ cent.

The drawing is postponed, to begin by the 5th day of April next, or

sooner if the tickets are disposed of, and the fortunate adventurers

punctually paid.

Jabez Fitch,

William Fitch,

Eliiiu p. Smith,

Ultiniiriers.

Stamford, January 22, 1791.

* Lotteries were at that time legal.

TICKETS

in the above lottery may be had of the managers and at the printing-

office, Danbury.

THE SECOND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

In an address delivered by Eev. Joel H. Linsley,

D.D., Dec. 5, 1858, he says,—

"In March, 1082, the town, by their vote, directed that a number of

home-lots should be laid out at Hoi-seueck, but at the same time forbid

the occupants from seeking any organization, civil or religious, separate

from the town. Twelve years later, 1094, tlie town voted to build a new
meeting-house, 32 by 26, which vote, however, does not seem to have

been carried into effect.f Nearly at the same time there began to be

dissensions between the inhabitants on the two sides of the river about

the maintenance of worship on this side. Two yeais later, in 169G,

Salmon Treat was called to settle in the town, with a provision for his

preaching every third Sabbath at Horseneck,—the first recognition of

this place as entitled to preaching,—but he did not accept the call.

Early in 1099, by vote of the town, a home-lot was granted for a parson-

age at Horseneck. The Eev. Joseph Morgan, the next minister, is be-

lieved to have come here in the autumn of 1G9C. He preached at first

on both sides of tlie river, as it had been contemplated Mr. Treat should

do; but it soon created dissatisfaction. The proprietors of the town say by

vote that 'Mr. Morgan preaching part of the time at Horseneck is a

damage to them, and takes away their religious privileges. 'J Mr. Mor-

gan continued the minister of the town four years, till May, 1700. He
then left the settlement east of the Mianus, and assigned as a reason the

want of union among the people. . He seems after that to have labored

on this side of the river, as we find the inhabitants bestowing upon him
in January, 1705, some special privileges. On the 5th of March follow-

ing the town was by vote divided iuto two societies; and here we sup-

pose that we find the true date of the founding of this church. After

this, Mr. Morgan continued its pastor till he was dismissed, October,

1703, by vote of the town, whether with or without any other formalities

does not appear.^

"It has been thought tliat the dismission of Mr. Morgan was the last

action of the town in ecclesiastical affairs. There were, however, votes

of the town in 1709 and 1711 for providing a parsonage for the West
Society, and also a vote in 1713 assigning a location for their church,

"wliich was near tlie site we now occupy. Three years later, December,

1710, M'e find the town lioliling a meeting in the new house, "which shows

that the building is erected and so far advanced towards completion as

to be occupied. It also indicates that the centre of population was

changing from the east to the west side of the river. We ascertain, then,

with tolerable certainty the following fiicts: That on the 5th of March,

1705, the two congregations became distinct by mutual agreement. Of

course we must presume that this church was at that time regularly or-

ganized, witli Joseph Jlorgau for its acting pastor. Its first house of

worship was built by the town eleven years afterwards, in 1710. Its

erection was voted through a series of years, from 1094 to 1713; the

building itself, however, meanwhile made no progress. It would be

ditticult to say at what time its foundations were actually laid
;
probably,

however, it was soon after the vote of 1713, which fixed its site between

tlie dwellings of Joseph Close and Ephraim Palmer. Tliat house stood

from 1716 to Jan. 7, 1799, a period of eighty-two years. During the lat-

ter part of this time it was in a very dilapidated state. At length the

f This is nnderstood to be in the east settlement, now called Old Green-

wich ; and it may hero be noted that in all early votes " the town" de-

scribes tliis settlement, then the seat of power.

I They add, " We think it convenient to give Mr. Morgan acquaint-

ance that we would not have him preach at Horseneck, but continue in

the town."

g The event here mentioned took place one hundred and fifty years

since,—a period so far remote as to render it not improper to introduce

an amusing incident suited to illustrate those early times. We find on

the records of the town a very significant vote. In January, 1705, the

inhabitants in the west settlement had gi-anted Mr. Morgan, to aid in

his support, a tide-mill, now owned by Mr. S. Davis. Three years after

this Ebenezer Mead, Joshua Knapp, and Caleb Knapp were sent to him

as a committee "to see if he would cease tending his mill in person, and

provide a miller, so that he might attend to the people ;" and if he would

not, the process of relief was to be of a summary character: " The com-

mittee were to consider the pulpit vacant, and at once proceed to provide

auother minister."
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liouso we are now in was covcrcJ, and liy the rcmoviil of the seals from

tlio old liouse to tiio new wiis i)rei)arcd so as to Ijo occuiiiod. It was

dedicated Jan. 7, 17011, by tlio tlien jjiistor, l8aiic Lewis, Sr. His disconrse

on tliat occnsion was foiiiiiled on (Jenesis xxviii. 17 :
' And lie was afruid,

and said, How dreadful is tljis ijlaco I Tliis is none otljer tlian the lionsc

of God, and tliis is tlie gate of lieaveii.'* ICverytliiii^' Kli(jWB that tlie old

building had become unsightly and uncomfortable, and tljat it hail been

used to the last moment. Hence the hurry of the removal. 'Die build-

ing was flnishod three years afterwards, the funds for tliat iiuriioso being

raised by a tax. The first renting of the pewsf was December, 1802.

The rental amounted to about $100. The whole cost of tlie cliui-ch is

thought to have been not far from $0000,—a heavier tax upon the pro-

perty of the congregation than $jO,000 would bo now."

The following is a list of the pastors of this church

:

Richard Sackett, Stephen Monson, Daniel Granger,

Abraham Todd, Jonatlian Murdock, Isaac Lewis, Sr.,

Isaac Lewis, Jr., Joel Mann, J. II. Linsley, F. G.

Clark, C. II. Treat.

The first church edifice was erected in about 1716,

the second in 1730, and the third in 1798. The present

church edifice was completed in 1858, at a cost of

about fifty thousand dollars. The present deacons of

the church are Charles Mead, Elkanah Mead, Moses

Cristy, T. S. Pinneo, M.D., William A. Howe.
The following is a list of members from 1728 to

1800

:

1728.—Jonathan Hobby, James Pratt, Jonathan Hobby's wife, Eunice

Mead, Mary Mead, Abigail Reynolds, Abigail Bundle, David

Mead, Peter Ferris, .John Moe, wife of John Moe, Sar.ah Fei'iis,

Kezia Ferris, Joshua Knapji, Jr., Ann Mead, Hannah Mead.

1730.—Martha Knapp, Jabez Mead, wife of Jabez Mead, Mary Brush,

Mindwell Bundle, Deborah Cord, Solomon Close, wife of Solo-

mon Close.

1732.—Reuben Bujiolds, Buth Eunolds, Eliiatliau Mead, John Ferris, Jr.

1733.t—Euth Runolds.

1774.—Ebenezer Mead, Deacon ; Elnathan Mead, Deacon
;
Theophilus

Peck, Theophilus Peck, Jr., Benjamin Mead, Eliphalet Mead,

Jonas Mead (chosen deacon April 25, 1770), Odlo Close, Benja-

min Peck, Caleb Mead, Caleb Lyon, John Holmes, Phineas

Knapp, Jonathan Knapp, .Tosliua Bey nobis, Eli Rundle (chosen

deacon Sep. 22, 1774), Beuben Ferris, Sylvanus Ferris, Nathaniel

Mead, Hortou Beynolds, Samuel Bundle, Silas Jlead (chosen

deacon Oct., 1783), Zebadiali Mead, Isaac Howe, Hannah Todd,

Naomi Mead, Eunice Mead, Saiah Mead, Elizaljcth Peck, Pru-

dence Mead, Eebecca Peck, Bethia Close, Lydia Beynolds, Mary
Mead, Sarah Mead, Eunice Lyon, Hannah Mead, Kezia Howe,
Abigail Mead, Martha Mead, Hannah Mead, I'hebo Bundle,

Hannah Hays, Amos Mead, Samuel Peck, Mary Knapp, Sarah

Howe, Elizabeth Howe, Anna Mursey.

1775.—Benjamin Mead, Mary Mead, James Murdock, Minor Hilliard,

Mercy Mead, Martha Rich.

1776.—Kezia Murdock, Rachel Brown.

1777.—Tama Halt, Anna Abrahams, Sarah Mead, Butli Mead.

1778.—Hannah Bich.

178G.—Eli Bundle, Deacon; Silas Mead, t)eacon; Eliphalet Mead, Caleb

Mead, Caleb Lyon, Zebadiah Me.ad, Amos Mead, Benjamin
Mead, Tlieopliilus Peck, Odle Close, Caleb Lyon, Samuel Peck,

Benjamin Peck, Horton Beynolds, Samuel Brown, Samuel Bun-
dle, Mary Mead, Abig.ail Mead, Bethiah Reynolds, Eunice Lyou,

Hann.ah Mead, Abigail Knapp, Bebekah Peck, Bctliiah Close,

Eacliol Lyon, Martha Mead, Kezia Howe, liydia Beynolds,

Bacliel Knapp, Elizabeth Howe, Mary Knapp, Hannah Mc.\ll,

Hannah Mead, Sarah Moad, Abigail Mead, Sarah Mead, Martha

* The preacher's stand on that occasion was a joiner's bench, with the

front of the old pulpit placed before him. Tlie day w.as stormy, and the

congregation is thought to have numbered only about one hundred.

t The pews joined upon the walls. Tlio slips were free for many
years.

I No records were made of admission to tlie cluu cli from Feb. 22,1733,

to June 3, 1774, when a list of mcmbei-s was uuide by Mr. Murdock.

Rich, JeriiBlia I'eck, Al^Kail Holmes, Al/ljfall HiiiileJ, Biitli

Holmes, Amah Hobby, Elizabeth Clow;, Amah J'almcr, Kuuice

Kiiapji, Ilutli Mead, .Mary Meail.

17S7.—David Mead, Anne Mead, Kljenezcr Meail (i:h<men deaain June 7,

ll'JH), Rachel Meiul, Henry McaiJ, Mary Mea<J, Uaiinah Ia;wU,

Abigail .Sackett, Abraham I'cck, Nathaniel Reeve, Abraham

Mead (chosen deacon Sejit. 0, 1780), Kezia Mead, Kiith iU^i.

1788.—.Solomon Knajip, Deborah IHbbard, Gilbert I'eck, Debrirali I'eck.

1780.—Gideon Peck, Eunice I'eck, Ezekiel Halsled, Sally II aUted, John

liibbard, Lydia Mead, Sarah Fletcher, Ezekiel Halst'Ml, Xaf liau

Brown, Hannah Miller, Solnmon Peck, JIary Lyon, Abigail

Ferris, Riitlj Knapp. Robert Men itt, .James Knapp, Ann Daytoa,

Suhan Ricli, Mary Rich, Hannali Knapp, Sarah }lilc«.

1790.—Mary Lockwood, Rachel Menitt, Abigail Reynolds, Marj- Ann
Rich.

1793.—Jonidi Mead, York Felmente, Hannah Moad, Xlannah Panons,

Martha Mead, Polly Lyon.

1704.—Amos Lyon, George Lockwooil.

1700.—Jerusha Graham, Jonathan Mead, Ann Hibbard, Delxjrah Meai,

Racliel Close, Elizabetli Fletcher, Isaac Looflmrow.

1707.—Josliua M(!ad, Mary Mead, Calvin Mea<], Abigail Armour.

1798.—Daniel Smith, Samuel Peck.

1709.—Mary Mead, Hannah Lyon, .\inos Green, Martha Mead.

1800.—Martlia Meail.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, STANWICH ?

The church was organized in June, 1735, with thir-

teen members. The first pastor was Rev. Benjamin

Strong, who served until March 3, 1767.

The pastors from the organization of the church to

the present time arc as follows: Rev. Benjamin Strong,

June 17, 1735, to March 3, 1767 ; Rev. William Seward,

Feb. 24, 1774, to Feb. 4, 1794; Rev. Piatt Buffett, May
25, 1796, to June 30, 1835 ; Rev. Daniel Butts, Oct. 2,

1839, to Dec. 6, 1842 ; Rev. Alonzo B. Rich, April 26,

1848, to Nov. 3, 1854 ;,Rev. Henry G. Jessup, April 26,

1853, to Sept. 30, 1862 ; Rev. John S. Baync, May 18,

1869, to Oct. 8, 1872 ; Rev. Homer Broadwell, 1875-78

;

Rev. F. C. Potter, Dec. 16, 1879, present incumbent.

The present officers of the church are as follows:

Pastor, F. C. Potter
;
Deacons, George Derby, Alex-

ander Lockwood, and Lewis M. Close
;
Clerk, George

A. Lockwood. For information concerning this

church we are indebted to Rev. F. C. Potter.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, NORTH GREENWICH
J

This church was organized Dec. 25, 1827, with

eighteen members, as follows : Hannah (Close), wife

of Lewis Mead; Rebecca (Holly), wife of Seymour
Hobby; Sarah (Knapp), wife of Isaac Peck; Calvin

Mead and Deborah, his wife; Hannah (Peck), wife

of Darius Mead; Abigail (Rundle), wife of Levi

Mead ; Obadiah Mead and Alia, his wife ; Luther

Mead and Annis, his wife; Thizza (Mead), widow of

James Palmer ; William Loundsberry, Lewis Mead,
Silas H. Mead, Huldah Mead, Heman Mead, Susau

Loundsberry.

LIST OF MIXISTEUS.

The pastors have been : Chauncey Wilcox, June

25, 1828, to May 5, 1846 ; Frederic :>runson, Sept. 22,

1847, to April 22, 1856 ; John Blood. Nov. 11, 185G,

to Oct. 12, 1858; William H. Kuouse, May 4, 1859,

g The records of this church were destroyed by fire iu 1821.

II
Contributed by Eov. Eioharil B. Bnll.
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to May 3, 1863 ; William P. Alcott, Feb. 18, 1868, to

Aug. 4, 1874; Alplieus Winter, June 27, 1876, to Aug.

4, 1877. Lemuel S. Potwin was acting pastor from

Sept. 4, 1863, to March 1, 1865 ; Solomon H. Sclio-

field, May 3, 1865, to May 1, 1867 ; Richard B. Bull,

from Aug. 19, 1868, to 1878.

DEACONS.

Silas Harvey Mead was one of the active ones in

the formation of the North Greenwich Church, and

was chosen deacon the day the church was organized.

He held his office and performed all the duties of it

till his death, after a few days' illness, Dec. 14, 1878,

aged eighty-two, having been in office fifty-one years

lacking eleven days. He was a man of wisdom, per-

severance, and success in promoting the interests of

the church, and was a model for men of that office in

prayerfulness, self-sacrifice, and diligence. The land

—twelve acres—on which the church building and

parsonage stand was his gift, and the. position of the

church early taken against slavery and intemperance

was largely due to him.

Obadiah Mead, one of the first members of the

church, was chosen deacon and ordained Sept. 28,

1828, and died in office. He was a man of marked

ability and usefulness. At the semi-centennial of

the church the pastor said of him, "Deacon Obadiah

Mead, aged ninety-two years and nine months, who
has been able to be in his place in this sanctuary, till

within a few weeks, every Sabbath, but who to-day

can almost see the boatman who is to ferry him over

to the shores of bright deliverance."

Josiah Wilcox was ordained Sept. 2, 1864, and is

now in active service. Silas D. Mead, son of Deacon

5. H. Mead, was chosen soon after his father's death,

Jan. 14, 1879. The present membership of the church

is about one hundred and fifty.

The church was organized Dec. 25, 1827, and took

the name of " The North Greenwich Congregational

Church." It began in self-support, and has always

paid its bills and kept itself free from debt.

The pastor is supported by tax on the assessment

of the property of the society as it stands on the town-

list, after having received such contributions from

them who are not members of the society, but who
are willing to pay for seats. The assessment is now
nine mills on the dollar.

The testimony of the church has always been real

and earnest on the questions of anti-slavery and tem-

perance. It has used no fermented wine at com-

munion since 1850.

In the war for the Union and Freedom twenty-nine

men from the church and congregation put their

names on the roll of honor, six of whom gave their

lives.

The Sunday-school was organized in April, 1828.

In 1829 it had fourteen teachers and forty-two scholars.

Selah Savage was chosen superintendent in 1832, and

has been annually chosen to that office since that

time, nearly forty-eight years. In fitness for his work

and the doing of it he has few equals.

The Ladies' Beneficent Society of the church was

organized in 1848. All that has been done to tl

church since that time has been its work. The

Bible, bell, window-blinds, lamps, cushions, carpets,

furniture, and stoves the ladies' society i)aid for. It

has also done much of the work needed on the par-

sonage. Mrs. Silas Husted and Mrs. Silas D. Mead
have been in the office of first and second directors

of the society since 1852. Mrs. Amy (Husted) Close

has been secretary and treasurer for many years.

The contributions of the church to benevolent ob-

jects average about five hundred and seventy-five dol-

lars per annum.
Silas D. Mead is a lineal descendant of one John

Mead, who came from England in company with his

two sons, John and Joseph, in 1642, and after re-

maining a short time in Massachusetts settled at

Hempstead, L. I., where they remained until October,

1660, when they settled in the town of Greenwich,

Fairfield Co., Conn., where many of the descendants

now (Nov. 2, 1880) reside. (For a more extended

sketch of his ancestors see biography of Col. Thomas
A. Mead.)

Silas Mead, " the first," second son of the second

Ebenezer, was born May 22, 1720, and died in the

year 1817. His wife, Mrs. Mary Mead, was born

in 1724 and died in 1787. Their children were as fol-

lows: Silas, Abner, Aaron, Mary, Mary (2d), and

Calvin.

Silas Mead, the first, settled at North Greenwich,

and was a farmer. He was a member of the Second

Congregational Church at Greenwich.

Silas Mead, " the second," was born in 1748 and

died in 1813. His wife was Sarah Mead, a daughter

of Deliverance Mead, who was also the sixth son c

the second Ebenezer Mead. Their children were a

follows : Sarah, Silas H., and Francis, who die'

young. Mr. Mead lived on the "old home" farm

and was a substantial citizen of North Greenwich

Conn. He was killed by being thrown from a wagon

near his home; his wife died in 1812.

Silas H. Mead was born Dec. 12, 1796, at North

Greenwich, Conn. ; he was a large farmer and a lead-

ing man in the community. In politics he was an

uncompromising Abolitionist, and by voice and vote

did. all he could to educate the people of his commu-
nity to the idea of luiman liberty. He united with

the Second Congregational Church at Greenwich

in 1826, and immediately took a deep interest in re-

ligious matters.

The Congregational Church at North Greenwich

was built in 1827, and its erection was largely due to

the interest and efforts of Mr. Mead. He was chosen

its first deacon, which honorable position he held

until the day of his death, Dec. 14, 1878. He always

took a deep interest in missionary matters, and was

very liberal towards all religious enterprises. He
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was one of Greenwich's best and most respected citi-

zens, and, dying, left tlie record of a good name.

He married Harriet Mead, daugliter of Jehial

Mead, and liad tlio following children : Sarah M.

(who married Selah Savage, a farmer of Nortli Green-

wich, and has two children, William L. and Koxa
M.), and Silas D. (2d). Mrs. Mead died July 1, 1870.

Silas D. Mead (2d) was born at North Greenwich,

Fairfield Co., Conn., Jan. 31, 1819. He received a

common-school and academic education. He mar-

ried Emily L., daughter of Ezckiel Close and Althca

Palmer, Sept. 22, 1840. She was born Dec. 21, 1820,

in GreeuAvich, Conn. Their children are as follows

:

Myrtilla, Silas E., Emily Cornelia, Sarah C. (de-

ceased), Horatio B., Harriet A., and E;;ekicl C.

Myrtilla married Livingston Disbrow, a farmer, of

New Rochellc, N. Y. Silas E. married Cornelia M.,

daughter of Josiah Wilcox, and has four children,

—

Silas F. (who died at four), Mable W., Louise C, and
Josiah W.
Mr. Mead owns a jiortion of his father's farm,

which has been in the family for many generations

;

to this he has added until he now owns over three

hundred and forty acres of land. He has made all

the improvements on his farm.

In 1838 he united with the Congregational Church
at North Greenwich, and has been one of its most

liberal supporters and best workers. He has taken

charge of the singing for more than forty years, and
is to be found at his post of duty to-day. In March,

1879, he was chosen deacon, to take the place so long

and foithfully filled by his honored father.

He has always been identified with the Sunday-

school interests of his church, and has been a teacher

for many years. He is a thorough temperance man,

never having used tobacco or liquor of any kind. He
is very liberal in all matters jjertaining to educational

or religious matters, and is, and has been for more
than forty years, one of the strong pillars of the Con-

gregational Church at North Greenwich.

In politics he was a Whig until 1856, when he
joined the Republican party.

STEEP HOLLOW CHAPEL.

The Steep Hollow Cluq)el Sunday-school was started

in a small old district school-house on the Mianus
River, by Mr. Stickney and others from Stamford,

about 1850, and furnished with a library. It was
kept for about two years (in the summer), and then

given uj).

Soon after, Rev. Mr. Bissel and others from Old
Greenwich and Mianus started it again, and con-

tinued it for three summers, using the same house
and library, when it was again given up.

In the spring of 185(1, Miss Beers, an earnest Chris-

tian lady, teaching in the district, with the aid of

Miss Ritch, started it once more, commencing with a

few scholars, in the same old school-house. They in-

vited Rev. Mr. Hyde, Deacon Hawcs, and others to

help them. Very soon tiic number of pupils w> in-

creased that the house was full, and some were obliged

to remain outside on the wall. Many liu'l been fur-

nished with hats and shoes for the first time. Home
wei'e children of Catholic parents, who were rurnishcl

with testame:its bearing a gilt cross, put on tlieni by

Miss Ritch. They took them home and read them,

and when they moved away they carried the good in-

fluence with them, but the hati and shoes the teachers

found hung ujion the cart-stakes. A library contain-

ing two hundred volumes, with thirty Bibles, wa.s

furnished, and Mr. Dodge, Revs. Brush, Button, and

Cristy have been superintendents.

Miss Ritch carried the library home every week for

two years, when a chapel was built on a new and
beautiful spot, at a cost of about sixteen hundred

dollars, furnished with blinds and painted, and not

one dollar owing on it, in 1858 and 1859; it has been

kept in a very prosperous condition ever since, and

has averaged about ninety scholars for the last twenty

years. The superintendent and teachers all come
from two to four miles, in heat and cold, summer and

winter.

In the collections for Christian work, etc., the

average is about one hundred dollars a year.

There is a Sabbath-school missionary association.

Monthly letters have been received from missionaries

in Wisconsin and Kansas, and a sum amounting to

nearly seventy dollars has been contributed yearly to

their support."'

CHRIST CHURCH, GREENWICH.

The first Episcopal services were held in this town

in the latter part of the eighteenth century, and the

first church edifice was erected in 1749, and stood on
the brow of I'utnam's Hill. This was demolished by

a gale in 1821. A new church building was erected

in 1832, and May 4, 1834, was consecrated by Rt.

Rev. Thomas Church Brownell, D.D., LL.D., bishop

of the diocese. The present church edifice was

erected in 1856.

The following have served the church as rectors

:

Revs. James Wetniore, Ebenezer Dibble, Amzi
Rogers, Robert Davis, Joseph H. Nichols, and Ben-

jamin M. Yarrington. The latter began his labors

with the parish April 27, 1839, and is the present

rector.

EMANUEL CHURCH, GLEXVILLE.

This building was consecrated April 22. 1842, by

Rt. Rev. Thomas Church Brownell. D.D.. LL.D..

bishop of the diocese. Present, Rev. Ambrose Toild,

D.D., Rev. William C. Mead, D.D.. Rev. John
Purves, Rev.''Mr. Howell, Rev. B. 31. Yarrington

;

also, of diocese of New York, Rev. Thomas Coit,

D.D., Rev. Mr. Harris, and Rev. ]\Ir. Partridge.

St. Paul's Chukcii is located at Riverside.

* For the above history wc are iiidolitod to M. Cristy, Esq.
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CALA'^ARY CHURCH, ROUND HILL.

This clmrcli was incorporated June 25, 1859, with

Isaac Peck and Barton AVhite, Wardens ; Nathaniel

Ferris, Benjamin Knapp, Jame? Husted, Daniel Snif-

fen, Jonatlian Husted, C. W. Merritt, Zalmon Minor,

and John Purdy, Jr., Vestrymen ; James Husted,

Cleric. This church was erected in the summer of

1860, and the first service held in it was by Rev.

Isaac Peck, Aug. 26, 1860. It was consecrated by
Bishop Williams on Oct. 29, 1860. The baptismal

font was presented by the vestry of Christ Church,

Greenwich.

The following have been rectors : Rev. Isaac Peck,

Aug. 26, 1860, to Feb. 26, 1865 ; Rev. William Binet

(in charge), Aug. 14, 1865, to Jan. 15, 1866 ; Rev. D. H.

Short, D.D., July 15, 1866, to Feb. 18, 1867. Rev. B.

M. Yarrington held occasional services, which Avere

continued by lay-readings by Mark Banks, Esq., of

Greenwich, until the coming of Rev. R. H. Barns,

who was rector from Aj^ril 24, 1868, to April 24, 1871.

Rev. C. W. Bolton has been minister in charge from

Nov. 1, 1872, to the present.

The church was built by the efforts and personal

contributions of Dr. Barton T. White, resident physi-

cian of the place. The officers at present (1880) are

as follows: Wardens, Nathaniel Ferris, Col. T. A.

Haight
;
vestry, Benjamin Kuajip, W. H. Briggs, Dr.

J. C. White, H. Thompson, Edward Reddington.
^

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, GREENWICH.

The first sermon preached by a Methodist in this

place was about the year 1810, by a Rev. Mr. Can-

field, but no regular church organization was effected

until 1843, as shown by the following agreement:

" Whereas, The members of the Methodist Episcopal Churcli resident

in Horseneck, in the town of Greenwicli, Fairfield Co., Conn., desire to

make provision for the maintenance of the public worship of God ac-

cording to the usages and doctrines of the Methodist Episcopal Church

in said Horseneck as may be considered necessary
;

" Therefore, We the undersigned, for the accomplishment of the above-

named object, do hereby by mutual agreement associate ourselves to-

gether as a religious society for the maintenance of the public worship

of God according to the said usages and doctrines of the said Methodist

Episcopal Church in said Horseneck, by the name and style of the

Horseneck Methodist Episcopal Society, by which name and style the

said society is to be called and known ; which said society we do hereby

constitute to be subject to all the incidents and liabilities to which re-

ligious societies and congregations are by law suljjett, and possess and

enjoy all rights, powers, and privileges given by law to religious societies

and congregations.

" And we hereby declare this meeting, at which the undersigned are

present, to be the first meeting of said society, the same being liolden by

us all this 14tli day of November, a.d. 1S43, at the school-house in said

HoiTseneck. And we do hereby appoint John A. Merritt clerk of said

society, to continue in office until another be chosen and sworn in his

room. And we also appoint Jonathan A. Close, Eliaha Halstead, Gilbert

Marshall, Solomon S. Gansey, and Benjamin Peck, Jr., to be the com-

mittee of the said society to order the affairs of said society according to

law.

"And we do hereby fix on the school-house in Horseneck Society as

the place of holding the meetings of said society until the society shall

otherwise direct ; and we direct that the clerk of this society shall cause

the articles of association to be recorded in the records of this society.

"We also appoint Elisha Halstead treasurer of this society. We also

fi.x on the first Monday of November as the time when the annual meet-

ings of this society shall bo holden until the society shall otherwise

direct.

" Witness our hands this 14th day of November, a.d. 1S43.

" SOLOBION S. GaXSEV.
" Elisiia Halstead.

"Joiiy A. Merritt.

"Gilbert Marshall.
" John M. Weed.

"Jonathan A. Close.

" Benjamin Peck, Jr."

Among other early Methodists in the vicinity are

mentioned the names of John Avery and wife, Benja-

min Wilson and wife, Mrs. Matilda Mead, Mrs. Piatt

Newman, Miss Mahala Hitchcock, Mrs. Maria Mar-

shall, Mrs. Elizabeth Palmer, Mrs. Isaac Weed, Mrs.

Selah Mead, Miss Marilda Fletcher, Mrs. William

Mead, Mrs. Huldah Tracey, Mrs. Nehemiah Mead,

Mrs. Charity Tudor (colored), Mrs. Ellen Treadwell

(colored), Gilbert Lent, Samuel Slagle, Samuel Minor,

William Funston, William McF. Howard, John

Marshall, William Barniore, Charles Gorse.

First society committee : Jonathan A. Close, Elisha

Halstead, Gilbert Marshall, Solomon S. Gansey, Ben-

jamin Peck, Jr. ; first clerk, John A. Merritt.

The first house of worship was erected in 1844, in

which the society worshii^ed until 1869, when the

present edifice was dedicated, the corner-stone of

which was laid May 12th of the jDrevious year.

The following is a list of the pastors : Rufiis C.

Putman, Benjamin Bedford; 1847, Rev. Jacob C.

Washburn, assisted by Rev. B. M. Adams
;
1848-49,

Rev. Charles Gorse and William F. Smith
;

1850,

Rev. William McKendree Bangs and J. A. Selleck

;

1851, the charge embraced Greenwich and Coscob,

Rev. J. A. Selleck, preacher
;
1852-53, Rev. George

L. Fuller; 1854, Rev. Philip L. Hoyt; 1855, Rev.

George Dunbar; 1856-57, Rev. S. Howland; 1858,

Rev. E. Oldrin
;
1859-60, Rev. George Hollis ; 1861

-62, Rev. George Stillman. In 1863 it was connected

with Round Hill and Stanwich, and supplied by Rev.

A. McAllister ; in 1864 it was associated with Round
Hill only, and Rev. A. McAllister returned to this

charge
;
1865, Rev. Moses Lyon ; in 1866, Greenwich

was separated from the other charges, and Rev. Wil-

liam R. Webster was the preacher; 1867-70, William

F. Hatfield
;

1870-73, Arza Hill
;

1873-75, Charles

C. Glover; 1875-76, J. W. Beach, D.D.
;
1876-77,

Richard Rust; 1877-80, George Taylor; 1880, CP.
Corner. The present trustees are George Selleck,

John H. Ferris, John H. Ray, Hanford Lockwood,

Thomas P. Hunt, and Joseph G. Merritt.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH,*' ROUND HILL.

Methodism first made its appearance in this vicinity

about the year 1800, through the instrumentality of

Nathaniel Husted and Benjamin Lockwood, men of

means and of large landed estates.

Mr. Husted says in his oration,

—

* Compiled from an address delivered by N. C. Husted, M.D., at the

semi-centennial of the Bound Hill Methodist Episcopal Church in 1878.
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" Natlinnk'l Iliistwl wns not only a I'cligiiuiH niiin, l;iit a piitriot, a man
wlio liad rendered sor\ii;o to liirt ct^untry, and Jiad Indd a cominiSHidii

under tlie renowned CJon. Putnam, of Kevolutionary notoriety.

" Benjamin Locltwood was mnr.h of tlie same sort of a (Jliristian and

patiiot. Tljeao two men, toKi'lliei- will] tlicir fiuriilii'K, tlien jdanted

Jletlioilisni lierc. 'i'lic first jd;n (^ for' iioliliii/^ nu'ctini^s linown to IIH Wits

at tlie lionso of Natliaiiiid Jlusted, wlieru Mary, tlm wiilow of .lames

llusted, now lives,—a Methodist prcaelier liy tlio name of Dniirimond

condueted the services,—and aftei'this preaching in a wood-lot northwest

of the barn, wliere Ward Siirles now lives, under an oiik-tree. The pro-

perty was then owned and occupied by Natlianiel llusted. The fjnarterly

meetings were held in a cider-mill then standing by the roadside, just

above the house now occupied by Mr. Sarles, and owned by Mr. 0. II. I'.

Archer, of New Yoric City. I?eiijamiu Lockwood's house was also

another preaching-station. Tliero a minister by the name of Crawford

was known to have proiiched. That renowned and eccentric character

Lorenzo Dow is known to have preaclied in this vicinity, as there

are living witnesses who have listened to his jieculiar and startling

words. This little band of brothers, with those wliom they gathered

into the fold, met from house to house, until they finally contemplated

building a house of worship. God saw that a church was needed hei'e.

Two years, or thereabouts, before the church was dedicated, one of its

earliest and noblest workers, Nathaniel IIu,sted, died, Jan. 20, 1820. I

need not say he died a true and earnest Christian.

"But the work which had been started did not stop. His tliree sons,

James, Nathaniel, and Samuel, who took his place and walked in his

footsteps, continued on in the good work. James and Nathaniel have

followed their father, and have long since gone to their eternal

abode. All, as you know, were endowed with Christian hearts. Their

homes were always open to the Methodist minister, the same as their

father's. The house of Benjamin Lockwood is still standing as the

second landmark of Metliodism, and is now occupied by his grandson,

who bears his grandfather's name. Benjamin Lockwood's membership,

it is said, can be traced back eighty years. Some of the prophets of that

day predicted tliat the Methodist would 'eat them out of house and

home.' But their prophecies proved untrue, as they lived comfortable

all their days, having sufficient to e.at and drink.

" Major Lockwood, son of Benjamin Lockwood, has been a member of

this society for si.vty-si.\ years. He still holds his connection with this

church, and occasionally fills his place in this time-Iionored sanctuary.

He was the first class-leader after the dedication of the church. Ho
united witli the church at a very early age, and m.arks the time by the

preachers who were on the circuit at tlie time wlien the Eev. Phineas

Rice preached, and the same year that Gen. Hull, of the American army,

in the war of 1812, surrendered to the British in Canada without striking

a blow. Mr. Lockw'ood recollects distinctly the remarks of Broflier Eico

when he heard of Hull's inglorious surrender. He said he would like to

have been general instead of Hull'; 'he thought the British would not

have got off so easy.' And now Brother Lockwood still lives to see the

connecting link between the old and nevvly-clad cliurcli.

" From this point Methodism first made its way into Round Hill. At

or about this time an appointment was established at the old school-

house which stood in front of this edifice at the junction of the roads,

and where the sign-post now stands. This building has long since been

demolished, and a new one erected opposite and a little to the south.

Could the idd school-house tell the story of the past, it would not only

speak of the wondei-s accomplished in literature and science by the teach-

ings of the veteran schoolmaster and his accompanying rod of correction,

—here it was that your honored servant received liis early training,—not

only that, but it would tell of many a battle under the Captain of our

salvation, and many a glorious victory.

" Returning to the cliurch. The ground on which this structure origi-

nally stood was deeded to tlie society by two brothers who are still living

and honorable members of this church. Their names are Benjamin and

Jonathan Hnsted. The trustees weio originally Benjamin Husted, Ard
Reynolds, of Stauwich ; Nathaniel Husted, Jaities Husted, Nohemiah
Brown, Major Lockwood, and Abel Reynolds, of Round Hill. The build-

ing conmiitteo were two brothers, Nathaniel ,and Samuel Husted. Tlio

builder was Silas Brundage. Only one trustee lives to tell us of the past

;

his name is Major Lockwood. Only one of the building committee lives,

—Sanuiel Husted, who is now eighty-four years of age, and lives in West-

ern New York.

"The church Wiis dedicated to Almighty God by Rev. Noah Levings, ,

D.D., of the New Y'ork Conference, on Thanksgiving day, just tifty years
i

ago. It was Anno Domini 1828, the Rev. Daniel DoVinno being preacher

in charge, and the Rev. Daniel Ostrander presiding elder. The frame

Was raised in the month of August. It was the custom in those days.

when there was a raising, to Invite the people from the narrouiidlng

country, and after the List rafter, or the topm(*t ntlek of timber wax put

in place to g vc it a nam(!. Thin devolved uimjii the youngest a|ipt<;ntii;«

of the carpenter, who, with a bottle of li'juor in hanil, climbi;<l Uj tlie

liigliest (joint of the building that his courage would lead liiin, and llien

swinging the bottle three times around his he.'id, (live tin; name Ui the

buibling, throwing the bottle to dash it In piecei! if i»oKi)ibl<-. If tin; liotlle

did not break, then whoever first got the bottle Usui the pilvilego of

drinking from it, and tlien give it another throw, and mj on until it wan

bi-oken. This custom, it appears, extended even ttj cliurch-rai«ingii. At

the raising of this frame Absolom Sands Wiui the youngcKt apprentice.

When all was comiileted he mounteil the frame, and, cliiidiing to ItH ex-

treme point or pinnacle, he swung the bottle and gave the name in the

following couplet

:

' Here stands a strong and elegant frame.

The Flower of Round Hill shall be its name.'

Away wont tlio bottle; the cork flew out, and the li'piid went spirting

through the air. The bottle struck the ground, but did not break, whence

a struggle ensued between Samuel Husted and another man ; Samuel

was the victor and bndii' the bottli'. Tlie cburcli was dedicated by the

late Rev. Noah Leviiiys, 11. 1).

'Of the ciglitceii ]jresiding elders who liave presided over the district

which lias iiirludi/il Round Hill, only four are now living. Their names

are as follows : Rev. Charles Fletcher, jiresiding elder at present; Itev.

J. B. Mcrwin, D.D. ; Rev. G. H. Kettell, D.D.; Kev. H. F. Pease, Buper-

annuated.

"Of the sixty-six preachers who have occupied this circuit since lUn,

forty-two are deceased, twelve are superannuated, nine are in the effect-

ive work, and three are supernumerary.

"The corner-stone of the present edifice was laid on the 22d day of

November, 1871. The old building was then removed, placi;d upon its

foundation, and recovered, a lobby and steeple being added. The liuild-

ing committee was Rev. S. Ilowland, Erastus M. Birdsiill, John Purdy

(2d), N. II. Husted, A. P. Raymond. John Purdy (2d) was treasurer; Nc-

heniiah II. Husted, secretary. The ground was purchased of William S.

Brown. The church was dedicated on the 31st day of July, 1«T:5, Rev.

Kphraim Watt preacher in charge, and Eev. John B. Menvin presiding

elder of the district.

"The following is a list of the presiding elders from 1810 to 1878:

Joseph Crawford, Freborn Garretson. Samuel Merwin, Nathan Bangs,

Peter P. Sanford, Laban Clark, Daniel Ostrander, Phineas Rice, Man in

Richardson, Nicholas Wliite, Heman Bangs, James Floy, M illiam H.

Norris, Edwin E. Giiswold, Hart F. Pease, John B. Merwin. George H.

Kettell, Charles Fletcher.

" The following is a list of the preachers in charge from 1810 to 1878

:

Billy Ilibbard, Ezekiel Canfield, Luman Andrews, Salmon Lyon, Thomas

Drummond, Benjamin Grifiin, Phineas Rice, Coles Can'cnter, Thcodocius

Clark, Aaron Hunt, John Reynolds, .lohn M. Smith, Samuel D. Ferguson,

Elisha P. Jacobs, John M. Smith, John B. Matthias, Eli Denuison, Jar\ is

L. Nichols, Noble W. Thomas, Nathaniel Porter, N.W.Thomas. Cyrus

Foss, Elijah Woolsey, Louis Clark, Alonza F. Sillick, George L. Fuller,

Seymour Vaudusen, AVilliam H. Bangs, Nathan Rice, Robert Travis,

Josiah L. Dickerson, Jesse Hunt, James II. Romor, Charles F. Pelton,

J. K. Still, Riifus C. Putney, Robert Codling, Beiyamin Rodford, Jacob

Washburn, Charles Gosse, William F. Smith, William ]\IcKcndric Bangs,

John A. Selleck, Joseph Wildcy. William Ross, William Porteus. Luman
Andriis, Eeuben Harris (su]).), Samuel U. Fislier, Daniel Devinnie. iMiver

V. Ammerman, Samuel Cochran, Daniel J. Wi ight. Henry Hattield. John

Lt)Vojoy, Elijah Ilibbard. .\biaham S. Francis. Charles Stearns. Seneca

Ilowlaiul, J. B. Wilcox, Ccorgo II. Goodsill. .Mexander Mc.\llister, Jloses

Lyon, S. Ilowland, John P. Ilaviland. Ephraim Watt, Frank M. Hal-

leck, Thomas W. Bethel, William McNickoU, M. N. Olmstcad, T. J.

Watt.
" The following are the names of the members of the old chuivh during

its history from 1810 to 1868, where the present chnrcli record com-

mences, as far as have been obtained : Nathaniel Husted, Ruth Husted,

Benjamin Lockwood, .Temima Lockwood, ^I.'^ior Lockwood, Cathaiiiie

Lockwood, Susan Lockwood, Nehemiah Brow n. Betsey Brown, Conkliu

Hnsted, Polly Ann Jlusted, James Iliisted, Mary B. Husted, Nathaniel

Husted, Blary E. llusted, Samuel Husted, Nancy Husted, Joiuithan Cliise,

Mary Close, Ard Reynohls, Ann E. Reynolds. Nancy German, James A.

Pcarsall, Esther A. Pearsall, Jonathan P. Horton, Sarah A. Le»>naii1,

; Elizabeth Ackevman, Henry BiMwn, Sarah BiMwn, .\braham T. Mills,

Mary L. Slills, Hester A. Ferris. JIary Miles, Ann Miles, Penina Close,

Lavinia Hoyt, Sarah Dunn, Eli7.a Piatt, Tompkin Close, Sally D. CU>se,

Rachel M. Piatt, Rachel Piatt. Jonathan Lockwood, Sally Ann Lock-
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wood, Hanford Lockwood, Susan Loclcwood, Elizabeth Mor, Benjamin

Hnsted, Setli Scofield, Abigail Selleclc, James Brown, Jemima Brown,

Julia A. Miner, John Purdy, Sarah Purdy, George W. Taylor, Daniel

Siiiflin. George Weeks, Susan Weeks, Nehemiah Ferris, Isaac Ireland,

Klizabeth Ann Ireland, Sands Selleck, Samuel Todd, Samuel D. T. louns-

berry, Sarah A. Husted, Hannah Purdy, Calvin Purdy, Zalmou Miner,

Alice Lockwood. Sarah A. Mead, Abigail Lockwood, John Kirk, Julia

Kirk, Edward Thompson, Emeline Thompson, Abigail J. Hobby, Sally

Close, Elizabeth Taylor, Sarah Wilson. Polly Lockwood, Eliza Purdy,

Fann.v Roscoo, Am.y K. Husted, Abby Jane Selleck, Elizabeth B. Selleck,

Euth Selleck, Moses Sargent. IVIary J. Sargent, Samuel Mead, John

Bank, Elizabeth Mead, Sarah Banks, Mary J. Dow, Emily A. Briggs,

Sarah Fisk, Dorcas B. Miles, Marquis Austin, Anna Lane, Nancy Lock-

wood, John Dayton, David Dayton, Washington Todd, Sarah Lockwood,

Sarah C. Mills, Samuel M. Todd, William Sniffin, Jerome Ferris. Henry

Lownsberrv, Anna Miles, Abby Miles, Catharine Birdsall, Mary E. Bird-

sail, Jacob Birdsall, Sally A. Birdsall, Erastus M. Birdsall, Alice Bobbins,

Henry M. Pearsall, Charlotte Close, Mary Lockwood, Henry Close, Eliza

A. Matthews, William Roscoe, Ann Roscoe, Sarah Dayton, James Nash,

Alfred S. Wright, Alice Hoyt, Hannah Carpenter, William Sherwood,

Hoiace Bartlett, Catharine C. Bartlett, Elizabeth Lounsberry, Margaret

Mor, Jonathan Husted, Nathaniel W. Husted, Armenia Husted, Betsey

Fowler, David Burns, Abigail Burns, Charles Wilson, Anna Brown,

Ezekiel Keynolds, Susan A. Youngs, Maria Brown, Enoch B. Miles."

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, KING STREET.*

The Methodist church in King Street datea its

origin from before the Revolution. As New York
City was the birthplace of Methodism in this country,

it was quite natural that the region about that city

should feel much of its influence. Some of the oldest

records to be found mention King Street as a preach-

ing-place. Later it formed part of a six weeks' cir-

cuit with such places as White Plains, Tuckalioe, and

Portchester. Francis Asbury, the first bishop of the

Methodist Ejiiscopal Church, often preached in the

old school-house which once stood about two hundred

feet south from the present church edifice on the

Haight farm.

The present building was erected in 1829, and dedi-

cated by Nathan Bangs, D.D. Some of its early

pastors were I. Candee, Peter Sanford, John N.

Maffet, Stephen Martindale, Robert Seeney, Nathan
Rice, and William Jewett. Its first board of trustees

were Jesse Dawson, Daniel Haight, Nehemiah Brown,

Samuel Pine, Nehemiah Sherwood.

Its later pastors were John Edmunds, .Joseph Vin-

ton, J. Rawlenson, John Haveland, M. D. Buell,

Charles Barnhart, and J. B. Sheperd. Its present

board of trustees are W. D. Slawson, J. W. Sherwood,

J. B. Haight, John Green, Joseph Haight.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH AT MIANUS.f

The attractive and substantial edifice in which this

society worships to-day stands upon a height known
in the town of Greenwich as Diamond Hill. The
location is sightly. Westward, within the horizon

that limits the view of an observer standing upon the

summit of this hill, rise the stately churches and

beautiful residences of New Greenwich. Turn the

eye to the southward, and there comes in view the

long, brightly-gleaming water-line of the Sound.

* Contributed by Rev. J. B. Shepherd,

t By Rev. W. W. Martin.

Desirable as a situation with such a prospect may be

for a church-site, one other fact made it still more

desirable : Diamond Hill is rock—a kind of gi-anite

rock—suitable for building purposes. Thus out of a

rock and on a rock the church was built.

The edifice is Gothic in its style of architecture.

Its windows are of stained glass, some given as me-

morials of departed friends. Within, the' furnishing

is substantial and simple. The aim has been to pre-

sent not fancy filigree-work to surprise, but plain

attractiveness to win, the worshiper.

The Methodist Society at Mianus is quite young in

its separate existence. The circuit to which it be-

longed was for many years called " The Greenwich,

Round Hill, Roxbury, Stanwich, and Mianus Cir-

cuit." Not until June, 1871, was Mianus recognized

as an independent charge. The society prior to 1878

met in the old neglected structure near the junction

of the Stanwich and Stamford roads. The church was

gathering her means to build, so the old building suf-

fered neglect.

While still a member of a circuit the church aimed

at a separate independent existence. Her first step

was to erect a new church. The marble slab over the

main entrance of the church has this inscription

:

" Methodist Episcopal Church.

Erected 1808."

In a report of the Rev. G. H. Anderson to the

Quarterly Conference for the year 1869, a few sen-

tences are found giving a description of the state of

aflfairs in the society :
" The new edifice is enclosed,

the heavy work done, and the building gradually goes

on to completion. The trustees gave themselves three

years to complete the work ; two have already ex-

pired. At the end of the third they will probably be

in their new church, and with debt enough to make
them comfortable." The following years proved the

often-reiterated truth that a large church debt makes

a small society very uncomfortable.

In 1874 the debt stood thus : mortgages, $10,000

;

floating debt, $448. In July, 1878, the floating debt

amounted to fifteen hundred dollars. Thus, after a

lapse of ten years, although the society had a fine

church, it had such a debt upon the building that

matters were desperate.

It was during this year—the second of the pas-

torate of the Rev. G. A. Graves—that an effort was

made to lift this constantly-increasing indebtedness.

The task seemed quite hoi:)eless. How could eleven

thousand five hundred dollars be raised ? Too much
credit cannot be given to this pastor and his most ac-

tive colaborer, Mr. J. H. Okershausen, treasurer of

the board of trustees, for their persistent, energetic

efforts to liquidate the debt. The members of the

society gave liberally, and its friends were generous

when they saw a fair pro.spect of success. These two

men fought this '' fair prospect" into existence.

The church to-day has the property secured. Most
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of the debt is jjiiid in cash, the remainder iH covered

by reliable subscriptimis. A sense of thankfulness

pervades the society that the proi)erty, valued at

thirty-five thousand dollars, is theirs. It lookn for-

ward now to j)rosperous times.

The history of the church establishes this, that

honest endeavor, persistently made, can accomplisli

what at first seemed impossible.

There is also a Methodist Church at Coscob, but

our application for information concerning it has met

with no response.

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN (GBKMAX) ST. PAUL'S
CHURCH, EAST PORTCHESTEK.

This church was organized in 1863 by Messrs.

Philip Eollhaus and August and William Abendrotli,

and Hein. PfeiflTer. The first officers were Hein.

PfeifFer, Conrad Schmehl, Heinrich Menger, John
Eoeiuer, and Heinrich (or Henry) Dehmer.

The ministers have been as follows : Herrman J.

Fischer, John Steiner, Q. Hoeck, B. Cunz, W. Rech-

enberg, and J. U. Hoffman, present incumbent.

The present oflScers are Henry Pfeiffer and Conrad

Schmehl (Aelteshe), Mr. John Roemer, Christopher

Miiller, Jacob Cunz, and John Frey.

The present members are Conrad Schmehl, Henry
Menger, Henry PfeifFer, Jolm Roemer, Henry Deh-
mer, AVilh. Diehl, John Frey, Philipp Bender, Va-
lentin Haupt, Friederich Steinmetz, Christoph Miil-

ler, Henry Schnautz, Jacob Cunz, John Moller,

Christian Roemer, and John Frey, Jr.

The above persons, Mr. Rollhaus and Jbr. William

Abendroth and August Abendroth, are not members
of this church, being members of the Episcopal

Church (English), but they aided largely in the erec-

tion of the church, which was built in 1863, at a cost

of ten thousand dollars.

BANKSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH.

This church was organized in 1853, and the first

deacons were John Banks and Daniel Young. Sub-
sequent deacons have been Franklin Hobby, D.

Babbage, John Hull, John Banks, and John J. Hull.

The two latter are the present deacons.

The church building was erected in 1853, at a cost

of about six thousand dollars.

The pastors have been as follows : Revs. PI. F.

Smith, D.D., W. B. Guiscard, A. J. Allen, J. S. Clif-

ford, Warren Lincoln, and the present incumbent,
Eev. Harvey Alley, who was selected July 1, 1874,

and to whom we are indebted for the history of the

church.

The present society's committee is as follows

:

Jeremiah Green, three years; John Hull, two years;

Emmett Smith, one year; James Ferris, President;

Isaac Collard,Vice-President; William Sniffen, Clerk

;

J. Albert Barrett, Treasurer. The present member-
ship of the church is one hundred and twenty.

BAPTIST CHURCH, KIXO STREET.*

Tiie King Street I}a])tist Churcli celebrated its cen-

tennial in 1873. Uj) to that time there had been but

three settled jjastors. Elder Finch, jjastor for about

forty years, was followed by Rev. Mr. Raymond, wlio

held the pastorate for nearly forty-five years, being

succeeded by Rev. 0. C. Kirkum. The old houKC

still stands, and in perfect 2>reservation, though never

repaired by so much as a shingle. Regular services

are now held under the pastorate of Rev. A. F. Perry.

ST. MARY'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

is located at Greenwich, and is a flourishing ecclesi-

astical body. It is under the pastoral care of Rev.

Thomas Smith.

CHAPTER XXXVIII.

GREENWICH (Continued^.

CIVIL LIST—MISCELLANEOUS.

Incorporation of tlio Town—List of Kepresentatives—Kar-5Iarl;s—Tho
Boroiigli—Organization—Present Officers—Probate Judges—General

List—Scliools—Greenwich JIutual Insurance Company—Masonic

—

The Greenwicli Water Company—The Academy—Military.

CIVIL HISTORY,. Etc.

The town of Greenwich was incorporated in 1665

by Governor Stuyvesant.

REPBESENTATIVES.

The following is a list of rejjresentatives to the

General Court from 1670 to 1880

:

lfi7U, Joseph Mead, William Eatcliff; 1C71, Joseph Mead, .Tonnthan

Locliwood; 1G72, no record; 1G73, John Holley, Sarg't Jolin Lock-

wood, John Bankes; 1G74, Lieut. Jonathan Lockwood; ]fi75, no

record; 1C7C, Lieut. Jonathan Lockwood; 1C77-78, John Bankes,

William Pitkin; 1079, John Meade; IGSU, .Tohn Mead, Sr.; IGSl,

Joseph Ferris; 1082, Josepli Ferris, John Hubhyes; 16S3, Lieut.

Jouatlian Lockwood, Joseph Theale; 1GS4, no record; 1085, no rec-

ord; 1G8G, John Mead; 1087, uo record; 1G8S, no record; 1089, no

record; 1090, no record; 1091, John Mead, John Meade, Jr.; 1C92,

no record; 1G93, Lieut. .Tohn Bow'er, Samuel Peck; 1G94, Ebouezer

Mead
;
1G95, no record

;
lG9(i, no record

;
1097, John llobliie, Thomas

Close; 109S, no record; 1G99, Samuel Peck, Ebeuezer Jledc
;
17(KI,

no record; 1701, John Ilubbie, Thomas Close; 17(i2, Jonathan

Ilustis, Elienezer Meed; 1703, Ebouezer Mead, Thomas Marsh.ill

;

17U4, Ebenezer Meed; 17t)o, no record; 17UC-7, Joseph Knap; 1708,

Thomas JIarshall, Joseph Knap; 1709, Ebenezer Meed; 1710,

Gersli. Lockwood
;
17U, Ebenezer Meed; 1712, Ebeuezer Mead,

Thomas Marshall; 1713, Ebeuezer Mead, Samuel Peck, Thomas
Marshall; 1714, Ebouezer Mead, Saniuel Peck, John Kuap; 1715,

Caleb Knniip, Thoma-s Mai'shall, Gei^shom Lockwood; 1710, Sjimuel

Peck, Caleb Kuap, Ebenezer Mead; 1717, Caleb Kuap, Thomas
Marshall, .Tushun Keiguolds

;
1718, Caleb Kuap, Sauniel Miles, Joshua

lieiguolds
;
1719, Samuel Peck, Gershom Lockwood, Joshua Reign-

olds; 1720, Samuel Peck, Capt. Caleb Kuapp, Gershom Lockwood;

1721, James Iteignolds, Geishom Lockwood; 1722, Lieut. James

Reignolds; 1723, Capt. Caleb Knapp, Gershom Lockwood, James

Keiguolds; 1724, Gershom I-ockwood, James Reignolds; 1725, Jolm

Walton, John Lyon; 1720, ,Tohn Lyon, Gershom Lockwood, C*pt,

Caleb Knapp; 1727, John Lyon, Gei-shom Lockwood; 172S, Capt,

John Lyon, C.ei-shom Lockwotxl, Capt. James Reignolds
;
1729-;U,

Capt. John Lyou, Capt. James Reignolds; 1732, James Reignoids,

Capt. John Lyon, Nathaniel Hustead ; 1733, Jtunes Reignolds, Kben-

* Contributed l>y Rev. A. F. Perry.
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ezer Jileacl, Nathan Smith
;
1734, Ebenezer Mead, Nathaniel Peck,

James Reignolds
;
1735, James Eeignolils, Nathan Huestead, David

Lockwood; 173C, James Reignolds, Nathaniel Peck; 1737, Ebenezer

Mead, Capt. Nathaniel Peck, Capt. James Eeignolds
; 1738, C'apt.

James Reignolds, Capt. Ebenezer Mead, C'apt. Nathaniel Peck,

Jabez Mead; 1739, Jabez Meed, David Lockwood, Capt. Nathaniel

Peck; 1740, Capt. Natlianiel Peck, Jabez Mead; 1741, Jabez Mead,

Capt. Nathaniel Peck, Capt. John Mead, David Lockwood; 1742,

Jabez Mead, Capt. Nathaniel Peck, Capt. John Mead
; 1743, Capt.

John Mead, Capt. John Ferris, Jabez Mead; 1744, Jabez Mead, Capt.

John Jlead, Capt. Ebenezer Mead
;
1745, Capt. Ebenezer Mead, Capt.

John Mead, Capt. Israel Kinipp, David Lockwood; 1740, Capt. John

Mead, Capt. Israel Knapp
; 1747, Capt. John Mead, Capt. Israel

Knapp, Ebenezer Mead; 1748, Justns Bush, Capt. Israel Knapp,

Capt. John Mead; 1749, Capt. Jolin Mead, Gershom Lockwood;

1750, Capt. John Slead, Gershom Lockwood; 1751, Capt. Jolm Mead,

Capt. Jabez Mead, Ebenezer Mead, Nathaniel Huestead; 1752, Ben-

jamin Mead, Jonatlian Hibbard, Capt. John Mead, Nathaniel Hue-

stead
; 1753, Capt. Jabez Mead, Capt. John Mead, John Clapp

;
1754,

Capt. John Mead, Benjamin Mead; 1755, Nathaniel Sacket, Benja-

min Jlead, John Camp; 175G-5S, John Clap, Natlianiel Sacket;

1759, John Clap, Caiit. Jabez Sherwood, Nathaniel Sacket; 17G0,

Capt. Jabez Sherwood, Nathaniel Sacket, Jolin Clap; 17C1, John

Clap, Eliphalet Mead; 17G2-G3, Capt. Jabez Sherwood, John Clap;

1764, Gideon Reynolds, Capt. Jabez Sherwood, Capt. Thomas

Hobby
;
17G5, Capt. Jabez Mead, Capt. Thomas Hobby, Capt. Ja-

bez Sherwood, Capt. Messenger Palmer; 1700, Capt. Jabez Sher-

wood, Capt. Messenger Palmer; 17G7, John Mead, C'apt. Edward

Brush
; 1708, Capt. John Mead, Messenger Palmer, Edward Brush

;

1769, Capt. John Mead, Capt. Edward Brush
;
1770-73, Amos Mead,

Capt. John Mead
; 1774, Capt. John Mead, Amos Mead, Peter Mead;

1775, Maj. John Mead, Peter Mead, Col. John Mead
; 1770, Col. John

Mead, Dr. Amos Mead; 1777, Col. John Mead, John McKay; 1778,

John McKay, Benjamin Mead, Jr., Amos Mead
;
1779, John McKay,

Bezaleel Brown, Col. John Mead, Amos Mead; 1780, John McKay,

Amos Mead, Col. John Mead; 1781, Amos Mead; 1782-84, Capt.

Jabez Fitch, Gen. John Mead
;
1785, Gen. John Mead, John McKay,

Amos Mead
;
1780, Gen. John Mead, John McKay

;
1787, Gen. John

Mead, John McKay, Amos Mead; 1788, John BIcKay, Jabez Fitch,

Amos Mead; 1789, Jolin McKay, Col. .labez Fitch
;
1700, John Mc-

Kay, Amos Mead; 1791-92, John McKay, Jabez Fitch, Amos Mead;

1793, John McKay, Benjamin Mead, Amos Mead, Jabez Fitch ; 1794,

Jabez Fitcli, William Knapp, John McKay
;
1795, Jabez Fitch, Wil-

liam Knapp, Elkanah Mead; 1790, Elkaiiali Mead, Ebenezer Mead,

Wm. Knapp, Jabez Fitch
; 1797, Ebenezer Mead, Jabez Fitch

;
1798,

Ebenezer Mead, Sliadrach Mead, Elkanah Mead, Elislia Belcher

;

1799, Elkanah Mead, Eli.sha Belcher, Wm. Knapp; 1800-1, Ebenezer

Mead, Wm. Knapp
;
1S02, Jabez Fitch, Elkanah Mead

;
1803, Jabez

Fitch, Elisha Belchei', Elkanah Jlead
;
1804, Jabez Fitch, Elkanah

Mead, Nehemiah Wilson
; 1805, Nehemiah Wilson, Isaac Howe

;
1800,

Nelieiuiali Wilson, Benjamin Brush, Elkanah Mead, Joshua Ferris;

1807, William Knapp, Ebenezer Mead, Benjamin Brush, Joshua

Ferris
;
1808, Charles Smith, David Brush, Jabez Fitch

;
1809, Nehe-

miah Wilsjn, David Brush, Isaac Howe
;
1810, Isaac Howe, Nehe-

iniali Wilson; 1811, Elkanah Mead, Isaac Howe, Jabez Mead, Elisha

Belcher; 1812, Isaac Howe, Elkanah Mead, Silas Davis; 1813, Isaac

Howe, Silas Davis, Eliakim Lockwood, David D. Husted; 1814,

Thomas Green, Jabez Mead, Justus L. Bush; 1815, Clark Sanford,

Elkanah Mead; 1810, Isaac Howe, Enos Lockwood; 1817, Charles

Smith, Enos Lockwood; 1818, Isaac Howe, Clarlv Sanford, Charles

Smith; 1819, Stephen Waiiug, Enos Lockwood; 1820-22, Stephen

Waring, Jared Smith; 1823, Stephen Waring, Silas Davis; 1824,

Silas Davis, Amos Mead
;
1825-26, Stephen Waring, Conklin Husted

;

1827, Silas Davis, Gideon Ferris; 1828, Stephen Waring, Conklin

Huested; 1829, Ard Reynolds, Samuel Close; 1830, Silas Davis, Ste-

phen Waring; 1831-32, Silas Davis, Barstow F.White; 1833; Silas

Davis, Arba Smith; 1834, Joshua Ferris, Bai-stow F. Wliite; 1835,

Silas Davis, Frederic Lockwood
;
1830, Conklin Husted, Fredei'ic

Lockwood; 1837, Frederic Lockwood, Seth Lyon; 1838, Joshua Fer-

ris, Zenas Mead
;
1839, Conklin Husted, Edwin T. Close

;
1840, Zenas

Mead, Gideon Close
;
1841, Gideon Close, Titus Mead

;
1842, Titus

Mead, Peter Ferris
;
1843, Gideon Close, Peter Ferris; 1844,* Conklin

Husted, Augustus Mead; 184G, Augustus Mead, Isaac Peck; 1847,

Augustus Mead, Daniel M. Griffin; 1848, Augustus Mead, Josiah

Wilcox; 1849-50, Josiah Wilcox, Jonathan A. Close; 1851, Jonathan

A. Close, Zacclieus Mead; 1852, Josiah Wilcox, Thomas A. Mead;

1853, Titus Mead, Ezra Keeler; 1854, Samuel Mills, Josiah Wilcox;

1855, A. Knapp, Lj'uiau Mead; 1850, Ard Knapp, James H. Hoyt;

1857, Joseph E. Russell, G. J. Smith
;
1858, Augustus Mead, Gideon

Close; 1859, Gideon Close, Daniel M. Mead; 18G0, Daniel M. Mead,

Amos M. Brush; 1801, Allen Sutton, A. R. Newman; 18G2, Allen

Sutton, Augustus Mead; 18C3-C4, John G. Reynolds, Edward B.

Hewes; 1805-00, Jotham Jlerritt, Jabez Jlead: 1807, Edward B.

Hewes, George T. Hobby
;
1808, John E. Weed, Jonathan A. Close

;

18C9, Jonathan A. Close, JohnG. Wellstood
;
1870-71, John Dayton,

W. J. Mead
;
1872, Tliomas A. Jlead, James M. Kenney

;
1873, Cor-

nelius Mead, Charles A.Newman; 1874, Cornelius Jlead, John G.

Reynolds; 1875, John G. Reynolds, George W. Brush
; 1870, Benja-

min Wright, Willis H. Wilcox
; 1877, Cornelius Mead, John G. Re.y-

uolds; 1878, Benjamin Wright, Willis H.Wilcox; 1879, Benjamin

Wright, Lyman Jlead
;
1880, Cornelius Jlead, Lyman Jlead.

EAR-MARKS.

Among the ear-marks recorded on the old town-

book are the following

:

" Wm. Price's ear-mark is a slip on ye fore-side of the off ear. Re-

corded Nov. 17, 1717.

" Jonathan Hobby's ear-mark is a crop on ye side of the near ear, and

a nick on ye under side of each ear. June C, 1715.

" Samuel Peck, Jr 's ear-mark is a crop on off-ear, and a half-penny on

ye fore-side of the same ear, and one slit on top of ye near ear. June 0,

1717.

" Benj. Knapp's ear-mark is a crop upon ye top of the near ear, and a

slit upon the top of the off ear."

Ebenezer Mead, Jr.'s ear-mark, recorded July 16,

1714, " is a half-jjenny upon ye back side of ye near

ear, and a nick above ye half-penny on yc same side

of ye ear."

Nathan Mead's ear-mark, recorded June 23, 1715,

is " a crop on ye near ear, and a nick on ye fore-side

of ye off ear."

IXCORPORATIOX OF BOROUGII.f

In ijursuance of the charter, a meeting of freemen

in the borough of Greenwich was held at the town-

house in said borough on the lOtli day of July, 1854,

for the choice of officers, etc. Robert W. Mead was

chosen clerk, and the oath of office was administered

to him by Samuel Close, a justice of the peace in said

borough. The following persons were elected : War-
den, William L. Lyon; First Burgess, Samuel Close;

Second Burge.5S, J. B. Curtis ; Third Burgess, Lewis

Howe ; Fourth Burgess, Alvan Mead ; Fifth Burgess,

Philander Button ; Sixth Burgess, J. D. Steel ; Treas-

urer, Robert W. Mead ; Second Bailiff", Jonas Mead.

The following is a list of officers from 1855 to 1880

:

1S55.—Warden, Solomon Mead ; First Burgess, Samuel Close ; Second

Burgess, Thomas A. Jlead ; Third Burgess, Alvan Jlead ; Fourth

Burgess, P. Button ; Fifth Burgess, Darius Jlead; Sixth Bur-

gess, Lewis Howe ; Clerk and Treasurer, B. W. Jlead
;
Bailiff,

John Dayton
;
Borough Prosecutor, J. B. Curtis.

185C.—Warden, Solomon Jlead; First Burgess, Samuel Close; Second

Burgess, J. W. Doniinick ; Third Burgess, Alvan Jlead ; Fourth

Burgess, P. Button ; Fifth Burgess, J. E. Brush ; Sixtli Burgess,

J. B. Curtis ; Clerk and Treasurer, R. W. Jlead
;
Bailiff, Jolm

Dayton ;
Prosecutor, J. B. Curtis ;

Hayward, George A. Palmer;

Pound-keeper, R. W. Jlead.

1857.—Warden, Solomon Jlead; First Burgess, Samuel Close; Second

Burgess, J. W. Domini.k ; Third Burgess, Alvan Jlead ; Fourth

Burgess, P. Button ; Fifth Burgess, J. E. Brush ; Sixth Burgess,

No list for year 1S45 in Secretary of State's office.
•f-
Contributed by Fred A. Hubbard.
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J. B. Curtis; ("lorlc and Trousurcr, K. W. Mead; Hailiff, John

Dayton; I'oiiiid-keeiior, B. W. Mead
;
Ilayward, Alvaii Mead;

Proeecntur, J. IJ. ('uilia.

1858.—Warden, Solomon Mead; First Burgess, Samuel Close; Second

Burgess, Danicd M. IMcarl ; Third Burgess, Alvaii Mead ; Fourth

Burgess, P. Button ; Filtli Burgess, J. K. Bi iisli ; Sixth Burgess,

J. B. Curtis
;
Clerk, Treasurer, and Pound-keojier, 11. W. Meiid

;

Bailiff, John Dayton
;
Ilayward, Alvan Mead

;
I'losooutor, J. B.

Curtis.

1859.—Warden, James W. Dominiijt ; First Burgess, Samuel Close
; Sec-

ond Burgess, Alvan Mead; Third Burgess and Prosecutor, J. B.

Curtis; Fourth Burgess, Daniel M. Mead; Fifth Burgess, G.L.

Fuller; Sixth Burgess, J. II. Keed
;
Treasurer, J, E. Brush;

Clerk and Pound-keeper, R. W. Mead
;
Bailiff, John Dayton;

Ilayward, S, S. Gansey; Assessors. Thomas A. Mead, Solomon

Mead, Jonas Mead; Board of Relief, William F. Doniinick,

Brush Knajip, Dr. Darius Mead
;
(Collector, Isaac L. Mead.

1860.—Warden, James W. Doniinick ; First Burgess, Samuel Close; Second

Burgess and Ilayward, Alviin Mead;* Third Burgess and Prose-

cutor, J. B. Cni tis; Fourth Burgess, Brush Knapp ; Fifth Bur-

gess, G. L. Fuller; Sixth Burgess, Thoniiis A. Mead
;
Treasurer,

J. E. Brusli ; BaililTand Ccdiector, John Dayton
;
Pound-keeper,

P. Button ;t Assessors, Thomas A. Mead, Solomon Mead, Jonas

Mead; Board of Relief, William F. Doniinick, Brush Knapp,

Dr. Darius Mead.

18G1.—Warden, J. H. Reed ; B.irgosse?, Alvan Mead, W. F. Dominick, J.

B. Curtis, Brush Knapp, P. Button, D. M. Mead; Clerk, R. \V.

Mead
;
Treasurer, J. E. Brush

;
Assessors, T. A. Mead, Solomon

Mead, Jonas Mead, Jr. ; Board of Relief, W. F. Dominick,

Brush Knapp, Dr. D. Mead
;
Bailiff, J. Dayton

;
Hayward, Gil-

liert T. llorton
;
Prosecutor, J. B. Curtis

;
Collector, Benjamin

Wright.

1SC2.—Warden, L. P. Ilubhard
;
Burgesses, Alvan Mead, J. B. Curtis,

Brush Knapp, L. II. Aiken, Mark Banks, M'illiam F. Dominick
;

Clerk, R. W. Mead
;
Assessors, Brush Knapp, Jonas Mead, Jr.,

T. A. Mead ; Board of Relief, Solomon Mead
;

Bailiff', J. Day-
ton

;
Hayward, Drake Blarshall

;
Prosecutor, J. B. Curtis ; Col-

lector, J. E. Brush.

1863.—Warden, L. P. Hubbard
;
Burgesses, Alvan Jlead, J. B. Curtis.

Brush Knapp, L. H. Aiken, Francis Tomes, Solomon Mead;
Clerk, R. W. Mead

;
Treasurer, J. E. Brash

;
Baililf, J. Dayton;

Haywai d, Gilbert T. Horton
;
Prosecutor, J. B. Curtis

;
Collector,

E. W. Mead.

1864.—Warden, L. P. Hubbard
;
Burgesses, Alvan Mead, J. B. Curtis,

Brush Knapp, F. Tomes, P. Button, J. H. Brush
;
Clerk, Ste-

phen G. White
;
Treasurer, J. E. Brush

;
Assessors, Solomon

Mead, R. W. Mead, Jonas Mead (2d); Board of Relief, Alvan
Mead, Brush Knapp, Dr. S. Mead

;
Bailiff, J. Dayton

;
Hay-

ward, A. Douglass
;
Prosecutor, J. B. Curtis

;
Collector, J. D.

Elliott.

1865.—Warden, L. P. Iluljbard
;
Burgesses, Alvan Mead, Brush Knapp,

P. Button, Dr. S. Mead, S. M. Brush, Dr. J. H. Brush
;
Clerk,

R. W. Mead
;
Treasurer, R. W. Mead

;
Bailifl, J. Dayton

;
Hay-

ward, Alvan Jlead, Brush Knapp, P. Button, Dr. S. Mead, S. M.
Brush, Dr. J. H. Brush.

I860.—Warden, Thomas A. Mead
;
Burgesses, H. M. Benedict, J. G. Mead,

C. H. Seaman, John Dayton, W. R. Talbot; Clerk, L. P. Hub-
bard

;
Treasurer, L. P. Hubbard

; Assessors. Solomon Mead,
Jonas Mead (2d), Frank Shepard ; Board of Relief, Alvan
Mead, Brush Knajip, Dr. S. Mead; Bailiff, J. Dayton; Hay-
wards, H. M. Benedict, J. G. Jlead, C. H. Seaman, John Dayton,
W. R. Talbot; Prosecutor, II. AV. B. Hoyt; Collector, J. D.

Elliott.

1807.—Warden, Thomas A. Mead ; Burgesses, H. M. Benedict, J. Dayton,
W. R. Talbot, J. G. Mead, W. R. Dunton, P. Button

;
Clerk,

Mark Banks; Treasurer, Mark Banks; Bailifi; J. Dayton;
Prosecutor, H. W. R. Hoyt.

1868.—Warden, H. M. Benedict
;
Burgesses, P. Button, W. R. Talbot, J.

Dayton, J. IT. Gillespie, William Schoiiehl, Isaac L. Mead;
Clerk, Jlark Banks

; Treasurer, Mark Banks
;
Assessors, Solo-

mon Mead, Frank Shepard, Stephen G. White ; Board of Ilc-

* Refused to be sworn as hayward, and excused at special meeting
held April 16, 1860, when Gilbert T. Horton was chosen in his place.

t Refused to be sworn, and excused at s;iecial meeting held April 10,

18C0, when R. W. Mead was chosen in his i la.-e.

lief, Ah an Meiul, Brush Kn.app, Dr.S. Mea'l
;
BailifT, J. Dayton;

(,'ollerlor, .). I). Klliott.

1809.—Warden, II. JI. Benedict
;
Burgesses, W. R. TalUit, J. Dayt'^n, W.

R. Dunton, Robert Meii/1, Solomon Mead, Tlioiiiax A.Mea/1;

Clerk. Mark Banks; Treasurer, Mark Banks; Axiv.-Mtont, Mark
Banks, J. E. Brush, S. M. Brush ; IV.ard of Relief, Alvan Mea/I,

Dr. S. Mead, Frank Sheparil
;

Bailiff, J. Dayt/jn
;
Collect<jr, J.

D. Elliott.

1870.—Warden, Jidrn Voorhis; Burgesses, Solomon Mead, John Dayt'jn,

Robert Meail, Frank Shepard, J. E. Russell, Brush Knapp;
Clerk, Mark Banks; Treasurer, Mark Banks; Assotwrs, L.

P. Hubbard, S. M. Brush, J. E. Brush; Botird of lUdief, H.

M. Fitzgerald, George Sillick, S. G. White; Collcct/jr, M. Mer-

ritt.

1871.—Waiilen, John Voorhis; Burgesses, Brirsh Knajip, John Daytrjn,

J. E. Russell, Robert Mosul, Solomon Meail, Frank Sliejiard;

Clerk, Mark Banks; Tieasuror, Mark Banks; Assesdoin, W.
R. Duntorr, S. M. Brush, S. G. White; Board of Relief, George

Sillick, Harry Peck, II. M. Fitzgerald
;
Bailiff, J. DayUiu ; Prose-

cutor, II. W. R. Hoyt; Collector, M. Meriitt.

1872.—Warden, John Voorhis; Burgesses, Brush Knapp, J. Dayton,

Solomon Mead, S. Mead, M.D., J. E. Rrrssell, George Sillick;

Cler k, Mark Banks
;
Trciisurer, Jlark Banks

;
A8.seasfjr8, S. M.

Brush, S. G. White, II. M. Fitzgerald: Board of Relief, Harry

Peck, Brirsh Knapp, George Sillick
;
Bailiff, J. Dayton; Prose-

cutor, H. W. B. Hoyt; Collector, D. Sherwood.

1873.—Warden, John Voorhis; Burgesses, S. M. Brush, Solomon Mca<I,

John Dayton, Frank Shepard, Harry Peck, George Sillick

;

Cler-k, Mark Barrks; Treasurer-, Mark Bairks: Assessoi-s, J. E.

Brush, Alvan Mead, J. G. Mead ; Boar d of Relief, Brush Knapp,
Dr. S. Mead, John II. Ray; Bailiff, J. Dayton; Prosecutor, H.

W. R. Hoyt; Collector, D. Sherwood.

1874.—Warden, John Vooihis; Burgesses, S. JI. Brush, John Dayton,

Frank Shepard, George Sillick, J. G. Jlead, Jr., H. M. Fitz-

gerald ; Cler k, Jlar-k Barrks
;
Treasurer, Jlark Banks; Assessors,

J. E. Brirsh, Soloinorr Jle.ad, George S. Ray; Board of Relief,

Alvan Mead, Harry Peck, J. E.Russell; Bailiff, S. B. Jlead

;

Prosecutor, II. W. B. Hoyt; Collector, JI. Jleriitt.

1S75.—AVarden, John Dayton
;
Burgesses, J. G. Jlead, Jr., George S. R;iy,

B. P. Br-uslr, Zoplrar Jlead, Geor ge Sillick, JIatthew Jlerritt

;

Clerk, Mark Banks: Treasurer, Jlark Banks; Assessors, S. M.
Brusli, J. E. Rirssell, II. JI. Fitzgerald ; Bo.ard of Relief, Solomon
Mead, S. JI . Jlead, AV. II. Jlead

;
BailifT, S. B. Jlead

; Prosecutor,

H. W. R. Hoyt; Collector, George W. Lafoige.

1870.—Warden, John Dayton; Burgesses, Matthew Jlerritt, James H.

Brush, Zoplrar Jlead, H. JI. Jitzgcrald, S. Jlead, JI.D., Edwin
A. Knapp; Clerk, Jlark Banks; Treasurer-, Mark Banks; .As-

sessors, Brush Kirapp. B. A. Russell, J. G. Jlead; Board of Re-

lief, J. Boles, J. E. BrLssell, Solomon Jlead ; Bailiff, S. B. Jlead

;

Prosecutor, H. AV. E. Hoyt; Collect.)!-, C. S. Riissell.

1877.—AVarden, John Dayton; Bur-gcsses, JIatthew Jlerritt, Zophar

Jlead, H. JI. Fitzgerald, S. Jlead, JI.D., AV. H. Jlead, I-;. C.

Benedict; Clerk, Isaac Ij. Jlead; Treasurer, Isaac L. Jlead;

Assessors, Brirsh Knapp, J. G. Jlead, B.A.Russell; Board of

Relief, John Boles, J. E. Russell, Solomon Jlead; BailifT, Cliarled

H. Bitch; Prosecutor, H. AV. R. Hoyt; Collector-. C. S. Rus-
sell.

1878.—AVarden, E. C. Benedict; Burgesses, JI. Jlerritt, Elias S. Peck,

J. E. Russell, George S. Ray, J. G. Jlead. Geor ge H. Mills
;

Clerk, Frederick A. Hubbard
;
Tre.isurer, Frederick \. Hub-

baid; .\ssessoi-s, B. A. Russell, John Dayton, J. E. Russell;

Board of Relief, Solomon Mead, Alvan Jlead, E. A. Knnpp;
BailifT, Nowal Green; Prosecutor, H.AV. B. Hoyt; Collector,

C. S. Russell.

1S79.—AVai-deu, John A'oorhis; Bu;-gesses, J. G. Jlcail, E. S. Peck, G. II.

Jlills, S. G. White, II. B. Jlarsliall, George S. Ray; Clerk, Fred-

erick A Hubbard
; Treasurer, Fiedei ick A. Hubbard

;
.\sse.ss.irs,

S. JI. Jlead, John Dayton ; Board of Relief, Jacob Ripple, C. S.

Rus.-iell; BailifT, Nowall Green; Prosecutor, H. W. R. Hoyt;
Collector, J5. A. Russell.

1880.—AVarden, John A'oorhis; Bui-gcsses, J. G Jlead, H. B. Marshall,

JI. Slenitt, Geo. H. Jlills, L. P. Jones, JI.P., J. K. Russell, Jr.

;

Clerk, Frederick A. Hubbard; Tioasuier, Frederick .\. Hub-
bard

;
Assessors, Seaman Jlead, A'ictor H. Russell, B. E. Jleail

;

Board of Relief, Jacob Ripple, Xelson Knapp, E. .\. Knapp;
BailifT, C. E. Jle: ritt

;
Prosecutor, H. AV. R. Hoyt

; Collector, B.

A. Russell.
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PROBATE JUDGES.

The Greenwich Probate District was set off from

the Stamford District by the Legislature in May,
1853. Augustus Mead was elected judge on the 30th

of June, 1853, and held the office until his death,

April 22, 1864. The Stamford judge acted from that

time until July 4, 1864.

James H. Brush held the office from July 4, 1864,

to July 4, 1873.

Myron L. Mason held the office as follows : July 4,

1873, to July 4, 1874; July 4, 1875, to July 4, 1876;

Jan. 3, 1877, to Jan. 9, 1879.

Daniel S. Mead, Jr., held from July 4, 1874, to

July 4, 1875; July 4, 1876, to Jan. 3, 1877; Jan. 9,

1879. He is the present incumbent.

GRAND LIST, 1879.

List of polls and taxable property in the town of

Greenwich ratable by law on the 1st day of October,

1879.

Property. Value.
1447 dwelling-houses $1,S51,325.00

26,128 acres of laud l,4:i2,U6:5.00

Mills, stores, manufactories, etc 14:^,080.00

1027 horses, asses, and mules 48,078.00

3865 neat-cattle 67,772.00

Sheep, swine, and poultry, over exemption 820.00

Carriages, etc 22,215.00

Farming utensils, mechanics' tools, over exemption 6,92.5.00

Clocks, watches, time-pieces, jewelry 6,415.00

Piano-fortes, musical instruments, etc 12,015.00
Household furniture and libraries 19,985.00
Quarries, fislieries, and mines 17,800.00

Bridges, turnpike, plank-road, and ferry stock 3,000.00

Bank, insurance, and manufacturing stock 42,871.00
State, canal, and all other stocks (except United States and

railroads in this State) 3,600,00

Ilailroad, city, and other corporation bonds 25,500.00

Amount employed in merchandising and trade 40,375.00
Investment in mechanical and manufacturing operations. 62,975.00

Investment in vessels, steamboats, and commerce 21,500.00

Money at interest in this and other States 45,055 00'"

Money on hand exceeding ^0 25,031.00

All other taxable property 15,.500.00

10 per cent, additional for not handing in list , 21,459.20

Total value $3,630,259.20

Poll tax ; $".73.00

Military tax 1,188.00

The principal manufacturers in the town are Rus-

sell, Burdsall & Ward, screws, bolts, etc. ; the Ha-
thorne Woolen Mills ; Josiah Wilcox, turners' tools

;

and the Greenwich Iron-Works.

THE GREENWICH ACADEMY.f

The Greenwich Academy divides with the Congre-

gational church an elevation of land which is not

only the most prominent in the village, but the most

commanding on the coast between Maine and Florida.

It overlooks a landscape of great variety and beauty.

The two buildings, by their bold situation and con-

tiguity, fitly symbolize the two forces of religion and

education which have been most potent in the devel-

opment of New England, and through which she has

impressed her thought upon a large part of the con-

tinent.

The academy was incorporated by a resolution of

* Net amount after deducting $22,512 for indebtedness,

f Contiibuted by Mr. Frank Shepard.

the General Assembly of the State of Connecticut in

the year 1827, Dr. Darius Mead and Mr. Alvin Mead
being its most energetic promoters. At the first

meeting for organization the stockholders elected Dr.

Darius Mead, Mr. Joseph Brush, and Mr. Alvin

Mead trustees, and in the same year the present site

was selected, a part of the present building erected,

and the school put into practical operation, the Rev.

Mason Grosvenor being the first principal.

The academy speedily became a flourishing one,

drawing pupils from a large section of adjacent

country and attaining excellent rank in point of

scholarship. From 1827 to 1863 the school changed

principals seven times, passing under the charge suc-

cessively of the Rev. Mason Grosvenor, the Rev.

William Bushnell, the Rev. William B. Sherwood,

the Rev. Elam Clarke, the Rev. Mr. Pearson, Mr.

Alexander Reynolds, Mr. Jeremiah Spencer, Mr.

Philander Button, Mr. Gilbert Sticking, and Mr.

William D. Penfield.

It may be said, without making any invidious dis-

tinction, that of these teachers Mr. Philander Button

was the most successful and left the most lasting in-

fluence upon the community. A graduate of Yale

College, he united with fine scholarly attainments a

rare business faculty and a strength and vigor of

character which early won and always held the

respect of the school and the neighborhood.

From 1863 to 1880, with the exception of a period

of about three years, Mr. Frank Shepard was prin-

cipal of the academy. He graduated from Williams

College in the class of 1856, and under his manage-

ment, for a number of years, the school was greatly

prospered, the number of pupils exceeding that of

any previous period of its history, and the efficiency

displayed in all departments being attested by long-

continued patronage.

In 1870, under Mr. Shepard's supervision and as

the result of his energetic efforts, the academy build-

ing was enlarged so as to accommodate more than

double the number provided for in the original struc-

ture, and is now well adapted for the purposes of a

high school. It has the great and permanent advan-

tage of a beautiful situation, with free access on all

sides to sunshine and fresh air.

The course of instruction comprises those branches

which are commonly recognized as preparatory for

either business life or a college education, and it is

the purpose of trustees and teachers to secure and

maintain a high standard of scholarship. The schol-

astic year commences the second Monday in Septem-

ber and continues for forty weeks. For more than

half a century the academy has been the educational

centre of Greenwich, training two generations for the

duties and work of life, and preparing not a few for

the responsibilities of a liberal education. At home
and abroad, wherever its graduates have gone, its in-

fluence has been felt in the interests of intelligence

and character.
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SCHOOLS.

For present condition of scliools, see General His-

tory.
INSURANCE.

The Greenwich Mutual Insurance Company was

chartered at the May session of the Legislature in

1855, and commenced business July 28, 1855. The

object of the company is sclf-])rotection, and its busi-

ness is confined to the town of Greenwich. The present

president is Col. Thomas A. Mead.

ACACIA LODGE, NO. 85, F. A. M.»

The lodge was organized June 27, 1857. The char-

ter was granted May 12, 1858, with the following

members: Samuel Close, William L. Lyon, Daniel

Lyon, Frederick Lockwood, Titus Mead, Daniel M.

Mead, Lewis A. Eeed, Charles Wilson, Nehemiah

Peck, Benjamin Husted, Bartow F. White, Abraham
H. Close, Luke A. Lockwood, Isaac J. Lockwood,

Edward B. Hewes, Joseph Home, Lewis Howe,
Francis Douchy, Ezra Keeler, Denom Palmer.

The Masters from 1857 to 1880 have been Luke
A. Lockwood, 1857-58, 1861-62, 1863, 1866, 1868-69,

1878-79
;
Joseph Home, 1859-60 ; Edward B. Hewes,

1864; John N. Lewis, 1865; George M. Lockwood,

1867
;
Benjamin P. Smith, 1870

;
Joseph E. Merritt,

1871; Silas S. Downes, 1872-73, 1877; Robert T.

Merritt, 1874-75; Edward Greenwood, 1876.

The present (1880) officers are as follows: Oscar

Peck, W. M. ; Elias S. Peck, S. W.
;
George G. Mc-

Nall, J. W. ; Robert Wellstood, Sec. ; Isaac L. Mead,

Treas. ; Fred A. Hubbard, S. D.; Samuel Guion,

J. D. ; Luke A. Lockwood, Chap.
;
Benjamin L. Lock-

wood, Solomon Reynolds, Stewards ; John Riehl,

Tiler. The number of members on the roll is one

hundred and eighty-eight.

THE GREENWICH WATER COMPANY.

This company was incorporated by the Legislature

of 1880, and has a capital of sixty thousand dollars,

with permission to increase to one hundred thousand

dollars. The reservoir comprises sixty-five acres, Avith

a capacity of three hundred million gallons. The
charter covers Greenwich and vicinity, and the com-
pany have now under consideration the subject of

supplying Portchester, N. Y., a large and growing
village adjoining this town, in New York State. As
far as Greenwich is concerned, the company will give

a full supply of water.

The lake from Avhich the water is taken is at an
elevation of two hundred and eighty-five feet above

tide-water and finely located, being a sort of natural

basin inclosed by hills. Across the southerly end the

company have built a dam four hundred and eighty-

five feet long, composed of an earth embankment
built on both sides of a strong stone wall. The ex-

treme width of the dam at its base is one hundred
and six feet, and at the top twenty feet.

* Contributed by George G. McNall.

26

The water will pass through a large filterer before

entering pij)es. The filtering-chamber Ih divided

into three sections: in the first section the water

enters from the lake and filters through charcoal into

a second chamljcr filled with sponges, and from this

second chamber to a third, from whicli the mains

start.

There will be one hundred and thirty-frmr feet to

the highest point in village, and at the lowest about

two hundred and eighty-five feet, the water-level.

There will be a pressure of from sixty to one hundred

and twenty pounds to tlie square inch in the village,

according to situation.

The present officers arc : President, A. Foster Hig-

gins ; Vice-President and Treasurer, E. Cornelius

Benedict; Secretary, George G. McNall
;

Directors,

A. Foster Higgins, Jeremiah Milbank, William

Rockefeller, Luke A. Lockwood, and E. C. Benedict.

MILITARY RECORD.

The following record of those who enlisted in the

war of the Rebellion from this town is taken from the
" Catalogue of Connecticut Volunteer Organizations,"

which was prepared from the records in the office of

the adjutant-general at Hartford.

FIRST CAVALRY.

Covipauij F.

Tiinies Cunningham, enl. Jan. 29, 18G4.

P. Lyncb, enl. Jan. 1:9, 18G3.

James Sullivan, enl. Jan. 29, 18G4.

Peter Burke, enl. Dec. 12, 18C3.

James Costello, enl. Sept. G, 1SC4.

Patrick, Coyle, enl. Dec. 23, 18G4.

J. Eilwards, enl. Dec. 14, 18G4.

T. Greenfield, enl. Dec. 5, 18G4.

n. Hughes, enl. Dec. 5, 18G4.

D. Henderson, enl. Dec. 23, 18G4.

Charles Johnson, enl. Dec. 3, 18G4.

Francis Kelley, enl. Sept. G, 18G4.

James Mott, enl. Dec. 30, 1SG4.

J. Mahoney, Sept. G, 18G4.

R. McGieger, enl. Dec. 3, 18G4.

James Mitchell, enl. Dec. 19, 18G4.

Frank Nagle, enl. Dec. 12, 1804.

H. V. Null, enl. Dec. 31, 18G4.

James O'Brien, enl. Jan. 29, 18G4.

1'. Roake, enl. Dec. 10, 18G4.

D. Kuilicel, enl. Dec. 21, 18G4.

SECOND LIGHT B.\TTERY.

James Brown, enl. Feb. 22, 18C4 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1SG5.

John Cain, enl. Feb. 22, 1844; must, out Aug. 9, 18Go.

Charles Foley, eul. Feb. IS, 18G4.

Dennis Ryan, enl. Feb. 22, 18G4 ; died April 29, 1SG4.

FIRST ARTILLERY.

Compaiii/ B.

S. A. McKenzie, enl. Sept. 8, 1SG4.

SECOND ARTILLERY.

Comj)auti L.

Thomas Farrell, enl. Feb. 1, 1804; must, out Aug. IS, ISGo.

William Ford, enl. Nov. 12, 1SG4;" nuist. out .\ug. IS, 1803.

George Green, enl. Feb. 4, 1SG4.

James Hughes, enl. Feb. 4, 1SG4.

P. Kelly, enl. Feb. 1, 1804.

William Provost, enl. Feb. 4, 18G4.
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Company M.

C. G. Hurt, enl. Dec. 13, 18G4.

Charles Henry, enl. Dec. 12, 1S64 ; must, out August, 1865.

J. Jones, enl. Feb. 12, 1864.

A. Joseph, enl. Dec. 10, 1864; missing.

Henry Maskell, enl. Feb. 12, 1864 ; must, out August, 1865.

John G. Farrell, enl. Feb. 12, 1864.

A. Jean, enl. Sept. 6, 1864.

D. Cuney, enl. Feb. 1, 1864.

FIFTH REGIMENT.

Compctmj B.

Frank Millard, enl. July 22, 1861 ; disrh. July 21, 1864.

Samuel Millard, enl. July 22, 1861.

Charles Purdy, enl. Jan. 11, 1865.

Company C-

George Burke, enl. Dec. 8, 1864.

SIXTH EBGIMEXT.

Compauy D.

W. n. Bailey, enl. Sept, 5, 1861 ;
disch.Sept. 11, 1864.

W. H. Hyde, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ;
pro. to first lieutenant, Nov. 14, 1862.

Charles Bing, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Feb. 9, 1863.

E. Buckley, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

Thomas Buckley, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 10, 1864.

J. F. Hussemann, enl. Sept. 5, 1861.

A. 0. Hyde, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

James Jones, enl. Sept. 5, 1861.

Charles H. June, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

E. Lockwood, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864.

James McGee, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

Irving L. SniEfen, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

O. E. Snyder, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; must out June 8, 1865.

\V. H. Sherwood, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disabled April 22, 1863.

Charles H. Goodheart, enl. Dec. 30, 18G3 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

SEVENTH EEGIMENT.

Company B.

F. McNamara, enl. Oct. 31, 1863 ; must, out July 20, 1865.

EIGHTH REGIMENT.

Company D.

Richard Dalta, enl. Feb. 16, 1864; must, out Dec. 12, 1865.

C. Combs, enl. Feb. 16, 1864.

E. Fanning, enl. Feb. 16, 1864.

Thomas Munday, enl. Feb. 16, 1864.

Company B.

\V. W. Wilkins, enl. Sept. 23, 1861.

NINTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

William Boile, enl. Jan. 19, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 3, 1865.

Company C.

3. H. Yorhees, enl. Jan. 18, 1861.

Company D.

J. Hamilton, enl. Dec. 22, 1864; must, out Aug. 3, 1865.

TENTH REGIMENT.

Company H.

George Gill, enl. Feb. 22, 1864; killed June 18, 1864.

John Moore, enl. Dec. 15, 1863 ; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

Company I.

David M. Mead, com. Oct. 2, 1861 ;
pro. to major; died Sept. 19, 1862.

Isaac 0. Close, com. Oct. 2, 1861 ; first lieutenant
;
resigned Sept. 19, 1862.

Thomas R. Mead, second lieutenant; com. Oct. 2, 1861; pro. to captain;

died Dec. 25, 1862.

Daniel P. Morell, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

W. H. Marshall, enl. Oct. 2, 1861
;
pro. to first lieutenant ; must, out Oct.

7, 1864.

J. A. Lombard, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; killed March 14, 1862.

Benjamin AVright, enl. Oct. 9,1861; pro. to first lieutenant; must, out

Oct. 18, 1864.

W. L. Savage, enl. Oct. 2, 1861
;
pro. to second lieutenant ; must, out Aug.

16, 1864.

W. H. Knapp, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

D. S. Mai-shall, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

C. M. Holmes, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; killed Oct. 13, 1864.

William Long, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; died Aug. 11, 1863.

William U. Salter, enl. Oct. 9, 1861 ; died Dec. 22, 1863.

P. B. Ferris, enl. Oct. 2, 1861; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

George H. Dayton, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. May 26, 1861.

William Suiffen, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; died June 16, 1862.

Thomas Lloyd, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

H. E. Baker, enl. Oct. 7, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

William Bird, enl. Oct. 14, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 8, 1864.

J. E. By.\by, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

Edmund Booth, enl. Oct. 2, 1861; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

Erastus Burns, enl. Oct, 2, 1861; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

J. H. Burns, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ;
captured December, 1863 ; disch. January

1865.

William S. Chamberlain, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; died May 15, 1865.

Ludlow L. Chase, enl. Oct. 2, 1861; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

George B. Dibble, enl. Oct. 2, 1861; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

John Duffee, enl. Oct. 22, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

Alexander Ferris, enl. Oct. 5, 1861 ; died May, 1864.

D. I. Finch, enl. Oct. 5, 1861 ; disch. April 3, 1863.

Jared Finch, enl. Oct. 5, 1861 ; disch. April 3, 1863.

G. S. Funston, enl. Oct. 5, 1861 ; disch. July 23, 1862.

J. S. Gerald, enl. Out. 9, 1861 ; died Nov. 14, 1863.

N. Green, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

James Hart, enl. Oct. 16, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 22, 1861.

Alexander Henderson, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; died Nov. 2, 1862.

William Hermance, enl. Oct. 2, 1861; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

Peter Hoyt, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. March 27, 1863.

H. Hubbard, enl. Oct. 9, 1861 ; disch. March 18, 1863.

John Hubbard, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; died Dec. 18, 1862.

J. W. Hubbard, enl. Oct. 9, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

Charles Hughes, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

T. P. Hunt, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; discli. Oct. 7, 1864.

A. A. Husted, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. Dec. 1, 1862.

N. L. Rusted, enl. Oct. 2,1861; wounded Aug. 16, 1864; disch. Oct. 1,

1864.

S. Jarman, enl. Oct. 2,1861 ; died Oct. 29, 1863.

William Jarman, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; died Oct. 2, 1864.

Franklin Johnson, enl. Oct. 16, 1861; disch. Aug. 25, 1865.

W. H. Lockwood, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; died Sept. 26, 1863.

S. D. Louden, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

William Lowery, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 2, 1864.

M. Lyons, enl. Oct. 2. 1861 ; disch. Oct. 21, 1864.

S. A. Luyon, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 1, 1864.

P. Manion, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

J. B. Matthews, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

C. W. McCan, enl. Oct. 2, 1861.

John McCan, enl. Oct. 14, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

James McDonald, enl. Oct. 16, 1861; died March 16, 1862.

E. S. Miles, enl. Oct. 14, 1861 ; disch. Feb. 14, 1863.

E. A. Miller, enl. Oct. 16, 1861; died Sept. 14, 1864.

A. F. Mills, enl. Oct. 16, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

Henry H. Mead, enl. Oct. 14, 1861 ; died April 21, 1862.

L. Moshier, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; died Nov. 15, 1862.

Terrence O'Bryan, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

0. Olmsted, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; died Feb. 10, 1862.

Charles Petersen, enl. Oct. 14, 1861 ; disch. for disability, April 10, 1862.

John Renthsler, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; died May 15, 1862.

W. H. Ritch, enl. Oct, 2, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

G. P. Bobbins, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; wounded Aug. 16, 1864; disch. Oct. 1864.

W. A. Robbins, enl. Oct. 2, 1861; wounded; pro. adjutant; must, out

Aug. 25, 1865.

William Rutherford, enl. Oct. 2, 1861; wounded Aug. 14, 1864; disch.

Oct. 7, 1864.

John Schafer, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; wounded Dec. 14, 1862 ; disch. Oct. 7,

1864.

Lewis Schafer, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; must, out Aug 25, 1865.

W. M. Scott, enl. Oct. 9, 1861; wounded May 16, 1864; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

S. Selleck, enl. Oct. 9, 1861 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 30, 1861.

P. Sheeran, enl. Oct. 16, 1861 ; wounded Dec. 14, 1862 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.

George D. Studwell, enl. Oct. 16,1861; wounded Aug. 31, 1864; disch

Oct. 15, 1864.

J. H. Scott, enl. O.t. 31, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 7, 1864.
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Zach. Tillson, enl. Oct. U, 18C1 ; discli. Oct. 7, 18C4.

George E. Tinker, enl. Oct. 2, 1801 ; aiscli. Oct. 1, 18G4.

Edward Toland, enl. Oct. 14, 1805.

J. L. Tormey, enl. Oct. 14, IHUl ; died Dec. 17, 18C2.

J. L. Wallace, enl. Oct. 2, 18(11 ; died Dec. IG, 18G2.

L. Waterbury, enl. Oct. 9, 18(il ; disch. for disability, Dec. 1, 1862.

John Webber, enl. Oct. 14, 18G1 ; disch. Oct. 7, 18G4.

H. J. Weeks, enl. Oct. 2, 18G1 ; died Oct. 4, 1801.

W. H. Wilco.v, enl. Oct. 9,1801; wounded Aug. 4, 18G4; disch. Oct. 7,

1864.

J. H. Wiuus, enl. Oct. 22, 1861; disch. Dec. 20, 1861.

J. H. Brown, enl. Aug. 24, 1862; disch. for disability. May 7, 1865.

P. Barrett, enl. Dec. 29, 180:5 ; must, out Aug. 25, 1805.

C. H. Hoyt, enl. Dec. 17, 1863 ; died Nov. 5, 18G4.

J. Lockwood, enl. Aug. 14, 18G2; died Oct. 28, 1864.

Samuel Lloyd, enl. Aug. 14, 1802 ; must, out June 15, 1805.

Joshua Lloyd, enl. Sept. 10, 1802; must, out Juno 15, 1805.

Zach. Mead, enl. Awg. 25, 1802 ; must, out June 15, 1865.

Silas E. Mead, enl. Aug. 14, 18G2 ; must, out June 15, 1865.

William Morrison, enl. Aug. 15, 1862; must, out June 15, 1805.

S. E. Mills, enl. Aug. 14, 1802 ; disch. for disability, February, 1804.

James E. Mead. enl. Aug. 1, 1862 ; died March 12, 1865.

Edward Moe, enl. Aug. 23, 1862; must, out June 15. 1865.

E. S. Peck, enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; must, ont June 15, 1865.

Elias Ringrose. enl. Sept. 9, 1862 ; must, out June 15, 1865.

H. Robbius, enl. July 28, 1804; must, out Aug. 25, 1805.

riFTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company G.

R. Callahan, enl. Dec. 12, 1864; missing March 8, 18G5.

John Galvin, enl. Dec. 19, 1864 ; must, out July 20, 1865.

John Sweeney, enl. Dec. 12, 1864 ; must, out July 20, 1865.

Company K.

Jonn Hickey, enl. Dec. 12, 1864 ; must, out July 20, 1805.

Thomas Daley, enl. Dec. 12, 1804: missing.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

C. Stottler, enl. July 21, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

AV. H. Cox, enl. July 23, 1862 ; died May 15, 1805.

Charles F. Rich, enl. Aug. 16, 1862; must, ont July 19, 1805.

W. W. Roscoe, enl. Sept. 9, 1804; must, out July 10, 1865.

Company I,

D. Oliphant Benson, captain ; com. Aug. 8, 1862 ; died Nov. 10, 1862.

Thomas A. Haight, first lieutenant; com. Aug. 8, 1862; res. March 28,

1863.

D. W. Mead, second lieutenant; com. Aug. 6, 1802; pro. to first lieuten-

ant ; res. Dec. 20, 1863.

G. C. Peck, enl. Aug. 14, 1802; pro. to first lieutenant; must, out July

14, 1805.

J. H. Held, Jr., enl. Aug. 14, 1862; pro. to second lieutenant; must, out

July 14, 1865.

D. Eagan, enl. Aug. 9, 1862; trans. Feb. 25, 1865.

S. S. Chard, enl. Aug. 8, 1862.

J. W. Rae, enl. Aug. 9, 1802 ; died Dec. 9, 1863.

Charles A. Dayton, enl. Aug. 11, 1862.

H. V. Peck, enl. Aug. 13, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

0. S. Ingersoll, enl. Aug. 7, 1862 ; must, out June 8, 1865.

W. A. Baker, enl. Aug. 12, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Charles P. Piatt, enl. Aug. 11, 18G2 ; disch. Nov. 1, 1864.

A. M. Worden, enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; trans. Dec. 1, 1863.

Thomas Brundage, enl. Aug. 7, 1862; disch. June 15, 1865.

F. B. Elliott, enl. Aug. 11, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John Purdy, Jr., enl. Aug. 6, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Charles E. Purdy, enl. Aug. 8, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Harry Ale.vander, enl. Aug. 11, 1862.

Brush Banks, enl. Aug. 30, 1862; disch. Jan. 5, 1863.

Johu B. Barmore, enl. Aug. 12, 1862.

P. Barrett, enl. Aug. 11, 1802 ; disch. March 25, 1863.

D. Booth, enl. Aug. 6, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

W. R. Booth, enl. Aug. 0, 1802 ; disch. Dec. 10, 1862.

James Birdsall, enl. Aug. 8, 1862
;
must, out July 19, 1865.

A. Barnes, enl. Aug. 7, 1862; must, eut July 19, 1865.

John Burnett, enl. Aug. 8, 1862; must, out July 19, 1805.

Michael Clark, enl. Aug. 8, 1862; must, out July 19, 1805.

Thomas Collins, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out June 28, 18C5.

John Cumiskey, enl. Aug. 5, 18G2; killed .January, 18(i3.

A. Cronuna, enl. Aug. 8, 18G2 ; died Oct. 25, 1862.

II. CummingB, enl. Aug. 9, 1802; disch. Dec. 10, 1802.

Charles Drumni, enl. Aug. 22, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 18C5.

C. Dayton, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

G. W. Dayton, enl. Aug. 7, 1862.

William Dove, enl. Aug. 7, 1802; discli. .Jan. 1, 18(».

John Dohorty, enl. Aug. 0, 1862; disch. May 27, 18G5.

W. D. Deblois, enl. Aug. 13, 1862.

Thomas Edwards, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must, ont June 28, 1865.

.John Farrell, enl. Aug. II, 1862; must, out July 19, 186.J.

.lohu Fay, eul. Aug. 8, 18(i2 ; must, out July 3, 1805.

Johu Ferris, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; disch. March 9, 1863.

W. I. Finch, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 186.5.

Thomas Fitzgerald, enl. Aug. 6, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

J. R. Flood, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must, out July 19, 1805.

Samuel Fisher, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must, out July 19, 1805.

William Frary, enl. Aug. 9, 1802; disfHi. .Jan. 1, 1863.

T. Grady, enl. Aug. 8, 1862; disch. Nov. 11, 1802.

Wm. S. Gregory, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; killed July 1, 1863.

J. Ilearn, eid. Aug. 9, 1862; died April 21, 1863.

E. Husted, enl. Aug. 11, 1802; died March 4, 1864.

William June, enl. Aug. 9, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

W. Jarman, enl. Aug. 11, 1802; killed Aug. 20, 1803.

Elbert Kinch, enl. 11, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

H. Lawrence, enl. Aug. 11, 1862.

David Light, enl. Aug. 11, 1802; must, out July 19, 1865.

James Light, enl. Aug. 15, 1862 ; died April 2, 1803.

Fitch Lockwood, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

J. Lowden, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must, out July 19, 1805.

James E. McGune, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

E. J. Marshall, enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; disch. Jan. 29, 1863.

John Marshall, enl. Aug. 12, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

I. L. Mead, enl. Aug. 0, 1802; nmst. out Aug. 5, 1805.

James McElroy, eul. Aug. 7, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

J. T. Moore, enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

George Morrell, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must out July 19, 1805.

P. O'Doherty, enl. Aug. 6, 1862; disch. Dec. 11, 1863.

L. Palmer, enl. Aug. II, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

S. Palmer, enl. Aug. 8, 1862.

Benjamin Peck, enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 18C5.

N. E. Peck, enl. Aug. 12, 1862; must, out June 28, 1805.

W. J. Piatt, enl. Aug. 9, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

W. H. Provost, enl. Aug. 11, 1802; must, out July 19, 1865.

AVilliam Purdy, enl. Aug. 6, 1862; disch. May 22, 1865.

V. B. Purdy, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

J. Riordan, enl. Aug. 13, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Edward Reddington, enl. Aug. 5, 1862; must, out June 29,1865.

S. W. Reynolds, enl. Aug. 13, 1862 ; died May 28, 1863.

John Sackett, enl. Aug. 13, 1862 ; disch. March 9, 1863.

Whiteman Sackett, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

S. B. Sergeant, enl. Aug. 8, 1862; disch. Sept. 28, 1863.

J. W. Scofleld, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

George Van Ness, enl. Aug. 9, 1802; disch. Jan. 5, 1863.

S. Van Wert, enl. Aug. 7, 1802.

D. W. Warren, enl. Aug. 8, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Edward Weed, enl. Aug. 11, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

E. F. Worden, enl. Aug. 8, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

H. C. Worden, eul. Aug. 7, 1862.

James Wright, enl. Aug. 9, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

W. L. Wood, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1SG.5.

M. A. Lowden, enl. July 10, 1804; must, out July 19, 18G5.

John Daley, enl. Sept. 0, 1864.

John Scofield, eul. Dec. 3, 1864.

EIGHTEENTH REGIMENT.

Contpany (?.

James Browning", enl. Feb. 1, 1865.

TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT.

Company H.

George W. Middleton, captain ; com. Aug. 27, 1862; disch. Aug. 28,1863.

James Kiley, firet lieutenant; com. Aug. 27, ISG2; disch. .\ug. 28, 1S63»

Edward H. Taylor, eul. Sept. 8, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

A. Lockwood, eul. Aug. :iO, 1802 ; disch. .\ug. 28, 18(53.
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Aaron Gonnong, enl. Sept. 8, 18G2 ; discli. Aug. 28, 1863.

J. Ilulligiin, onl. Sept. 12, 18G2 ; discli. Aug. 28, 18C3.

George W. Olmsted, enl. Aug. 28, 18U2; disch. Aug. 28, 18C3.

J. Kyle, enl. Sept. 8, 1802; discli. Aug. 28, 18G3.

W. L. Sargeant, enl. Sept. 6, 18C2; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

"William H. Ferris, enl. Sept. 3, 1802; discli. Aug. 28, 1803.

James Dnffy, enl. Sept. 8, 1802: disch. Aug. 28,1803.

Charles Heolil, enl. Sept. 8, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 18G3.

E. M. Ferris, enl. Sept. 9, 1802; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

L. Stillwell, enl. Sept. 10, 18G2; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

C. H. Peck, enl. Sept. 8, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

M. Malin, enl. Sept. 20, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 18G3.

A. B. Purdy, enl. Sept. 5, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

James Louden, enl. Sept. 1, 1802: disch. April 21,1863.

Jolin Bowles, enl. Sept. 4. 1802; disch. Aug. 28, 18G3.

"William Boyle, enl. Sept. 12, 1802 ; disch Aug. 28, 1863.

David Butterworth, enl. Sept. 11, 1862: disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

M. Cane, enl. Sept. 8, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

John Cannon, enl. Sept. 10, 1802; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

Richard Daley, enl. Sept. 29, 1802.

"W. P. Dayton, enl. Sept. 9, 1802 ; died Aug. 6, 1863.

M. Denton, enl. Sept. 8, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

P. Dilworth, enl. Sept. 30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1863,

Edward Fields, enl. Sept. 9, 18G2; disch. Aug. 28, 18G3.

G. W. Finch, enl. Sept. 9, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

John Fisher, enl. Sept. 22, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Charles Finney, enl. Sept. 8, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

Martin Fitzpati ick, enl. Sept. 12, 1862; disch. Aug 28, 18G3.

N. Fox, enl. Sept. G, 1802; disch. Aug. 28, 180.3.

Harvey Halter, enl. Sept. 2, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Hull Hodge, enl. Sept. 3, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 186.3.

S. S. Horton, enl. Sept. 9, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Charles Hubbard, enl. Aug. 29, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 18G3.

.Toseph Kelley, enl. Sept. 29, 18G2 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

F. Kiley, enl. Sept, 30, 1862 ; killed June 14, 18(i3.

G. E. Lane, eul. Sept. 8, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Thomas Lahay, enl. Sept. 12, 1802; disch. Aug.. 28, 1803.

H. B, Lockwood, enl. Sept, 10, 1802; died Aug. 12, 1SG3.

George Floyd, enl. Sept, 30, 18C2.

E. Mahoney, enl. Sept. 10, 1802.

.John Marshall, enl. Sept. 19, 1802; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

F. McTavy, enl. Sept. 8, 1802; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

P. McGnire, enl. Sept. 29, 18G2.

Thomas Miley, enl. Sept, 3, 18G2 ; disch. Aug. 28, 18G3.

B. Miller, enl. Sept. 1, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 28, 180:3.

George Moore, enl. Sept. 12, 18G2; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

J. W. Moore, enl. Sept, 2, 1802; drowned March 22, 1803.

J. F. "Weiman, enl, Sept. 28, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

P. O'Brien, enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

G. M. Palmer, enl. Sept. 1, 18132; disch. Aug. 28, 1SG3.

"W. F. Palmer, enl. Sept. 1, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 18G3.

Isaac Palmer, enl. Sept, 3, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

S. R. Parks, enl. Sept. 1, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

1!. Partlovv, enl. Sept. 12, 1862 ; died July 9, 1863.

A. B. Kider, enl. Sept. 9, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

S. Slagle, enl. Sept. 9, 1802; disch. March 21, 1863.

Charles Smith, eul. Sept. 5,1802; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

R. B. Stone, enl. Sept. 8, 18G2 ; disch. Aug. 28, 18G3.

Riohard Tenpemiy, enl. Sept. 30, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

A. Van Houghton, enl. Sept. 30, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

0. E. Wiishburn, onl. Sept. 29, 1862 ; died Nov. 9, 18G2.

Thomas Washburn, Jr., eiil. Sept. 30, 1862.

J. G. Wellstood, Jr., enl. Sept. 27, 1862; died June 24, 1803.

S. "VN'esley, eul. Sept. 10, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

A. "Williamson, enl. Sept. 30, 1 802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

TWENTY-NINTH REGIMENT.

Cowpavy A.

John Banks, enl. Dec. 1, 18G3 ; died Jan. 21, 1805.

William 0. Mills, enl. Dec. 5, 18G3 ; must, out Oct. 24, 18G5.

Company B.

3. H. Green, enl. Dec. 7, 1803; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

G. B. Thomas, enl. Dec. 7, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1805.

W. H. Hicks, enl. Dec. 8, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1805.

Benjamin Fuller, enl. Sept. 6, 1804; must, out June 17, 1865.

Company E.

Robert Peterson, enl. Deo. 23, 1803 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Charles Moore, enl. Dec. 19, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

William Mead, enl. Doc. 19, 1803; died May 21, 1804.

H. Jennison, enl. Dec. 19, 1803 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1805.

H. "Watson, enl. Dec. 19,-1803; died June 24, 1804.

Company F.

Abram Coffin, enl. Dec. 21, 1803 ; died May 23, 1864.

Isaac Castin, enl. Dec. 29, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1805.

Isaac Merritt, enl. Dec. 15, 1803 ; must, out Oct. 24, 18G5.

James Robinson, enl. Dec. 22, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 21, 1865.

Company II,

Alexander Brown, enl. Dec. 5, 1863 ; disch. Sept. 5, 1865.

THIRTIETH REGIMENT.

C&rnpany B.

T. H. Singleton, enl. Dec. 15, 1863 ; must, out Nov. 7, 1865.

Company C.

E. Quillen, enl. Feb. 22, 1864; died Dec. 11, 1864.

Charles Baker, enl. Feb. 22, 1864 ; died Oct. 0, 1864.

E. Barker, enl. Jan. 27, 18G4 ; must, out Nov. 7, 1865.

E. Bias, eul. Feb. 12, 18G4; missing.

E. Garrison, enl. Jan. 30, 1804; died June 18, 1804.

William Hannibal, enl. Jan. 28, 18G4; died March 15,1864.

Frank Johnson, enl. Feb. 15, 1804; died March 2, 1804.

William Lee, enl. Feb. 16, 1864 ; must, out Nov. 7, 1805.

B. Palmer, enl. Feb. 5, 1864; must, out Nov. 7, 1865.

M. Tliompson, enl. Jan. 27, 1864 ; must, out Nov. 7, 1805.

Amos Williams, eul. Jan. 27, 1804 ; must, out Nov. 7, 18G5.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

COL. THOMAS A. MEAD.

Joliii Mead was one of two brothers who emigrated

from England about the year 1642. The family was
then an ancient and honorable one, though it is not

within the author's means to trace their genealogy

previous' to their emigration to this country.

One of their ancestors had been the friend and the

physician of the talented though not very amiable

Queen Elizabeth. One of two brothers emigrated to

Virginia, where the family still exists. The other,

John Mead, with his two sons, came to New England
about the year 1642. The name is spelled Meade as

well as Mead. Many claim that they emigrated from

Greenwich, Kent Co., England, but we have not

fallen in with any direct i^roof of the fact, and this

town was known by its present name long before the

settlement of the Mead family. John Mead and his

two sons, John and Joseph, having tarried awhile in

Massachusetts, first settled at Hempstead, L. I.,Avhere

they remained until October, 1660, when the two

sons came to Greenwich and bought land of Eichard

Crab and others, which was deeded to John Mead, he

being the elder. Either John, the father, never came

to Greenwich, or if so, he took no active part in life,

now having become quite an bid man. His son Jo-

seph left no children in this town. He may have

died young, or left no issue, or may have emigrated

to a different part of the country.

John Mead, the second,—died 1696,—married Miss
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Potter, of Stamford, and left, aw appears by lii.s will,

eight sons and, tradition says, three daughters, vi/.

:

John, Josepli, Jonathan, ICbenezcr, Nathaniel, David,

Samuel, Abigail, Mary, and Susan or Susannah.

Ebenczer, the fourth son of second John, was liorn in

1663, and married Sarah Knapp, of Stiiniford, and

left Ebenczer, Caleb, Sarah, who nnirried Jonathan

Hobby, Hannah, who married John Hobby, Jabez,

David, Abigail, who married Isaac Plolmes, Susan-

nah, who married Moses Husted, Jemima, who mar-

ried Moses Knapp. The second Ebenczer was born

Oct. 25, 1692, and died May 3, 1775. He married

Hannah Brown, of Rye, N. Y., on the 12th of Decem-

ber, 1717. His children were Ebenczer, Silas, Abra-

ham, Jonas, Solomon, Deliverance, Amos, Edmund,
Hannah, Jabez, Jared, and Abi-aham, second.

Amos Mead, seventh son of the second Ebenczer,

was a physician by proi'cssion, and was a surgeon of

the Third Connecticut Regiment in the French and

Indian war, and his grandson. Col. Thomas A. Mead,

has now (1880) in his possession a powder-horn, a

rich souvenir of those terrible days. He was a promi-

nent man during the Revolutionary war, and repre-

sented his town a great many times in the Colonial

Legislature, and after the adoption of the Constitution

of the United States, was a member of the State Leg-

islature. He was a member of that noble body of men
who adopted the Constitution of the United States.

He married Ruth Bush. Their children were Rich-

ard, born September, 1753, and Thonuxs, who died

soon after he had completed his college course in

1773. Dr. Amos Mead was a member of the Congre-

gational Church of Greenwich. He died February,

1807.

Richard Mead was a farmer by occupation, and

during the Revolutionary war rendered valuable aid

to the American army. We quote the following from

the history of Greenwich :
" Andrew Mead, Humphrey

Denton, and Richard Mead. These men—more, per-

ha2)s, than any others—deserve the highest praise for

their brave and daring acts. It was not so much
their province to counsel and advise as to act. ' Old

men for counsel and young men for action.' Such men
as Dr. Amos Mead, John Mackaj% and Abraham
Mead were of great service to the inhabitants as

counselors. They were past the meridian of life,

and one of them. Dr. Amos Mead, had gained much
experience by active service in the French war. But
was any daring deed to be accomplished, where hardy,

brave, and reliable men were necessary, the three for-

mer were always selected. After all control of the

town was lost to the Americans by the destructive

expedition of Governor Tryon, it was not safe for a

patriot to remain publicly in the limits for an hour.

Yet these three hung about the place ready to assist

the defenseless population against the brutalities of

the Tories. Each possessed of his arms, a faithful

dog, and a fleet horse, they spent their time about the

village, hidden in the by- and secret-places. The win-

ter of 1780 was one of the HcvereBt on reord. The
Sound was frozen across, and a great amount of snow

accumulated. Yet these men scarcely knew a night,

during the early part oi that winter, in wliich they

did not sleep with their horses and dogs in the snow.

During that winter some dozen or twenty liead of

cattle, tlie most of which belonged to 31 r. Jared

Mead, were taken off in haste by the Tories and

driven towards New York. After much earnest

solicitation on the part of the owner, the trio con-

sented to make the most daring attempt of crossing

the enemy's lines to retake tliem. 'J'liere had been

recently a storm of rain, whicli had frozen as it fell

and rendered the roads extremely slijjpery, and made
a hard, sharp crust upon the snow. The pursuers

therefore went upon the Sound with their horses, and

kei)t the ice as far as Mamaroneck, and then, taking

the road, could track the cattle by the l)lood which

had trickled from the wounds of the l)ayonet.s which

had forced them along. At Mount Vernon they re-

took the cattle, and were returning when they found

they were pursued by a body of the enemy under a

lieutenant. Their horses were tired by their swift

ride, and they soon knew that their only safety was in

sei)aration, and in that case even one must be inevi-

tably taken. Accordingly, they left the cattle and

plunged separately in different directions. The enemy
selected Richard Mead, pursued and took him pris-

oner. This was about the middle of January, 1780.

He was taken to New Y'ork and tlirown into the

famous Sugar-House, where he remained for a period

of six weeks until exchanged. These three men were

held in high estimation by the people. Their known
patriotism and courage, which could ever be relied

on, caused the other citizens, long after the Revolu-

tionary war, to remember their acts with the greatest

gratitude." Other facts might be recited and incidents

given. Richard Mead was twice married : first to

Sarah Mead, and had one daughter, Sophia, who
married Peter De Mill ; second to Rachel IMead,

widow of Whitman Mead, and had three children,

viz., Thomas A., Elizabeth R., and Sarah A. Eliza-

beth R. married George Webb, of New York, and is

now dead. Sarah A. married Joseph Brusli, of (?reen-

wicli, and died leaving a family of ten children.

Richard Mead was a man respected by all those who
knew him. He died April 19, 1824. His only son,

Col. Thomas A. Mead, was born in the same house

where he now (1880) resides in Greenwich, Fairfield

Co., Conn., May 29, 1799. He has always been a fiir-

mer, and now owns the same farm his father owned,

which has been in the family since 1785, and lives iu

the house built by his father' in 1797. He married

Hannan Seaman, daughter of D.vvid Seaman, of New
York, Feb. 23, 1833. They have had eight children,

seven of whom are still living, viz,: Louisa S., Mrs.

Thomas Ritch ; Thomas R., who was a captain of

Company G, Tenth Regiment, Connecticut Volun-

teers, was in several engagement*;, sickened and died



398 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

at Washington, N. C, Oct. 22, 1862; Seaman; Abi-

gail R., Mrs. Benjamin Wright ; Elizabeth H., Mrs.

Henry Webb; Delia, Mrs. William E. Mead; Zo-

phar ; and Lucinda P.

In politics, Col. Mead has always been a Whig and

Republican, and as such has been one of the leading

men of Greenwich. He was an assessor ten years,

selectman a number of years, member of the State

Legislature two terms, 1852 and 1872, and during

his last term served on the committee of railroads, and

county commissioner two terms. He has often been

appointed an appraiser for different railroads, a jury-

man a great many times on important cases, and has

settled a great many estates to the satisfaction of those

interested. He and wife are members of the Congre-

gational Church at Greenwich.

For many years he was a colonel of a regiment of

State militia. In all the various positions that he

has been called upon to fill he has performed his

duty faithfully,—alike a credit to himself and a satis-

faction to his constituents.

He reviews the past with some degree of satisfac-

tion, and looks forward to the future with no appre-

hension.

ALVAX MEAD.

The subject of this sketch is a lineal descendant of

the sixth generation from one John Mead, Avho, with

his two sons, John and Joseph, emigrated from Eng-

land and settled in Massachusetts, in 1642, thence to

Hempstead, L. I., where they remained until October,

1660, when all of them settled in the town of Green-

wich, Conn. (See biography of Col. Thomas A.

Mead for further notice of the ancestors.) Some of

the family think that the above Joseph had children,

and that he settled in the north-central part of Fair-

field County, as the Meads there claim to be descended

from Joseph.

The grandfather of Alvan Mead, Ebenezer Mead
(2d), was born Oct. 25, 1692, and died May 3, 1775.

He was a representative man of his town, and a great

many times represented his town in the Colonial

Legislature. He was a farmer by occupation. He
married Hannah Brown, of Rye, N. Y., Dec. 12, 1717,

and had twelve children,—viz. : Ebenezer, Silas, Abra-

ham (1st), Jonas, Solomon, Deliverance, Amos, Ed-

mund, Hannah, Jabez, Jared, and Abraham (2d).

Jared Mead was the tenth son in a family of twelve

children, and was born in the town of Greenwich,

Conn., in the same house where he always lived

through a long and honorable life, and died June 8,

1832. He was a farmer by occupation, and owned his

father's farm.

He married Lydia, daughter of Daniel Smith, and

had seven children, namely : Zette, Lydia, Alma,

Daniel, Hannah, Jared, and Alvan, all of whom are

now (1880) dead except Alvan. He held various

town ofiices. Both Mr. and Mrs. Mead were members

of the Congregational Church at Greenwich, Conn.

Mrs. Mead died May 27, 1827.

Alvan Mead was born in Greenwich, Conn., Nov.

30, 1794. His advantages for an education were

limited to the common schools of his day, working

on the farm summers and attending school winters

until he was seventeen years of age, when he took

charge of his father's farm, as he was the only son left

at home.

He was a farmer on the same place where his father

and grandfather lived until 1851, since which he has

resided in the borough of Greenwich, Conn. He
married Eliza, daughter of Nathaniel Peck, Dec. 18,

1821.

Their children were Ralph P., who went to Cali-

fornia in 1849, married, and had two sons,—namely,

Charles C. and Ralph R.,—who together with their

mother reside in Portland, Oregon.

Ralph P. died Oct. 7, 1862 ; Warren B. resides at

Wichita, Kansas, married, and has three children,

—

namely, Alvan E., Edgar S., and Mary P. ; Melanch-

thon W. died May 30, 1878, leaving a widow and two

children, Frank A. and Frederick B., who reside in

Brooklyn, N. Y. ; Cornelia G., who married Stephen

G. White, and now resides with her father; their

children are Warren P., Lucy M., Elam C. (de-

ceased).

In politics, Mr. Mead has always been a staunch

AVhig and Republican. He has been a magistrate of

Greenwich for many years, besides holding several

other town ofiices. His Avife was a member of the

Congregational Church. She died Sept. 22, 1864.

Mr. Mead is one of the oldest if not the oldest man in

the town. He has the entire confidence of his fellow-

townsmen, and has lived a long and useful life. He
is a regular attendant of the Congregational Church

;

though not a member, he contributes to its support.

LYMAN MEAB.

Lyman Mead is the son of Zenas Mead and Mary

Lashley, and was born in Greenwich, Conn., March

26, 1824. His father was a son of Deliverance Mead,

who was the sixth son of the second Ebenezer Mead

(see biography of Col. Thomas A. Mead), and was

born in 1782 (another record says 1779), and died

June, 1858. He married Mary Lashley, and had the

following children,—viz., Abigail, who married Jonas

Mead; Lucretia, died young; Deborah (deceased),

Henry (deceased), Julia, married Isaac Peck; Eliza

(deceased), married Lockwood P. Clark, and Lyman.

Zenas Mead was a farmer ; in politics a Whig, and as

such was a representative man. He was town treas-

urer for many years, and member of the Assembly two

terms. He and wife were members of the Second

Congregational Church at Greenwich, Conn. She

died in November, 1860.

Lyman Mead was reared on the farm, receiving the

advantages of a common-school education. He is
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one of the substantial farmers and business men of

the town, and whatever he has undertaken he has been

successful in. He has been twice married, first to

Sarah F., daughter of Peter Acker, March 1, 1830, l)y

whom he had three children,—viz., Harah M., Julia

A. (deceased), and Enniia F. Mrs. Mead was a mem-
ber of the Second Congregational Church. She died

July 26, 1857, having been born March 1, 1830. Mr.

Mead married for his second wife Harriet II., daugh-

ter of Jabez Mead, Dec. 21, 1858. She was born Dec.

19, 1837. Their children are Ida F., Hattic J., Isa-

dora M. (deceased), Frederick G. C, Nellie 11., Martha

H. (deceased), Annal)elle L., Laura D., Rolland E.,

and Lucretia G., all of whom wei"e born on the farm

where Mr. Mead now resides.

Mr. Mead has been a staunch Whig and Republi-

can. He has represented his town three times (1855,

1879, and 1880) in the State Legislature. He has l)een

a delegate to county and State conventions. He is

a director in the Greenwich Savings Bank, besides

having been a director in other important business

enterprises. He is and has been the treasurer of his

school district for many years.

Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Mead are members of the

Congregational Church at Greenwich, Conn., and he

is one of its best supporters.

SOLOMON MEAD.

Solomon Mead is a lineal descendant on both pa-

ternal and maternal side from John Mead, an Eng-

lishman, who came to America and settled in Massa-

chusetts in 1642, and at Hempstead, L. L, soon after,

where he remained until October, 1660, when he came,

in all probability, to Greenwich, Conn., in company
with his two sons, John and Joseph. (For a full

history of Solomon Mead's ancestors, see biography

of Col. Thos. A. Mead.)

Solomon Mead is an only son of Joshua Mead by
his second wife, Hannah Mead, who was a daughter

of Deliverance Mead, and was born in the town of

Greenwich, Fairfield Co., Conn., Jan. 15, 1808. His
paternal grandfather was Nathaniel Mead, Avho mar-

ried Prudence Wood and had several children, one

of whom was named Joshua.

Very little or nothing is known of the ancestors

of Nathaniel Mead, more than that they were gootl,

industrious citizens and generally members of the

Congregational Church, as was Nathaniel, who died

at an advanced age.

Joshua Mead was born in Greenwich, Conn., May
16, 1751, married Hannah Mead Nov. 15, 1804, and
died May 30, 1812. His wife died March 14, 1844.

They had one child,—Solomon.

Joshua Mead was a good farmer, a true patriot and
citizen, and a member of the Congregational Church.
He rendered valuable aid to the American army dur-

ing the Revolutionary war, though he was not a sol-

dier. He was a strong Federalist and Whig.

Solomon Mead was reared on his father's farm, re-

ceiving the advantages of an education sudi an the

common schools of his day afforded, supplemented

with a few terms at the Greenwich Academy. Wlien

he v/im sixteen years of age—in 1824—he settled on

the place now ownerl by Mr. Titus Mead, in the

borough of Greenwich, where he remained until

about 1845, when he settled on the place where he

now (1880) resides, but which he had purchased .sev-

eral years before. He began building liis j^resent

house in 1858, and in December, 1860, moved into it.

He purchased his ])resent i>lace of the Seymour family,

which he has made; one of the most attractive in the

borough, as it stands on an eminence near the Second

Congregational church, which Ls said to be the most

elevated place on the Sound between New York and

Boston. From the observatory on his house one has

a grand view of all the surrounding country, even

across the Sound on to Long Island. A view of his

residence may be seen in another part of this work.

Mr. Mead lias devoted his attention entirely to agri-

culture, and has been very successful.

On the 22d of April, 1856, he nuirried Mary E.,

daughter of David and Elizabeth Dayton. Their

children are as follows,—viz. : Hannah More, Abram
N., Mary E., Emily J., Solomon Christy, Sarah L.,

Everett D., and Chas. H. (deceased).

Mr. and Mrs. Mead are members of the Second

Congregational Church of Greenwich, Conn., and he

is one of its main supporters.

He was a Whig until 1856, since which tinu' lie has

been a staunch Republican. He has held various

town offices, and is a trustee of the Greenwich Sav-

ings Bank. He has often been a delegate to county

and State conventions, and takes an interest in all

matters relating to the best interest of his town.

COL. CONKLIN HUSTED

is a son of Benjamin Husted and Sarah Dayton, and

grandson of Benjamin Husted and Sarah Newman,
and was born in Greenwich, Conn., Dec. 7, 1790. His

father was a native of Greenwich, Conn. ; was a farmer

by occupation ; married Sarah Dayton, by whom he

had the following children,—viz., David D., Hannah,
Benjamin, Martha, William, Conklin, Mary, Iloswell,

and Rachel. He Avas a Revolutionary soldier; was a

Quaker in religion. He died August, 1834, at a great

age. His wife was a member of the Congregational

Church, and died September, 1838, at an advanced

age. (For history of Benjamin Husted "the first,"

see biography of James Husted.)

Conklin Husted worked on his father's farm sum-

mers and attehded the district schools winters until

he was nineteen yeai-s of age, when he commenced
teaching school at fifteen dollars a month, and fol-

lowed it more or less winters until he was married,

April 28, 1834, to Mary Ann, daughter of Abram and
Mary Close. She was born Aug. 7, 1799, and died
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November, 1876. Their children are Julia E., who
married William H. Briggs, a farmer in Greenwich,

Conn., and Eveline C, who married Allen Brundage,

a farmer of North Castle, N. Y. They have one son,

—Chauncey Conklin.

Mr. Husted was a very large and successful farmer,

and took charge of his farm till 1869, when he retired,

to be succeeded by his son-in-law, William H. Briggs,

with whom he is now (1880) living. In politics he

was a Jelfersonian Democrat until 1856, when he be-

came a strong supporter of the Republican party. He
has held all the important offices of his town to the

general satisfaction of his constituents, among which

we mention those of assessor and selectman for many
years, magistrate for more than twenty-five years;

was a member of the board of relief for a long time,

and during his long life he has settled a great many
estates. He has been a member of the State Legis-

latui'e eight terms, and while there served on impor-

tant committees. He has represented his constituents

many times in county and State conventions. He
always took an active and leading part in military

matters. He was a captain of the fourth company of

the Third Regiment Connecticut Flying Artillery for

many years, was promoted to the colonelcy of the

same regiment, and had the distinguished honor of

commanding that regiment which escorted Gen.

Lafayette from the State line of New York through

to Stamford the last time the general ever visited

America. He was always a great admirer of a fine

horse, and took great pride in military affairs. He is

now almost ninety years of age, but his mind is good,

and he recounts the struggles of a long and useful life

with a great deal of interest. He has been a strong

pillar in society, both politicallj^ and religiously. He
united with the Methodist Episcopal Church more

than sixty years ago, and has been one of its most

liberal supporters. He has held every office in the

church which falls to the lot of a layman. His wife

was an adherent of the Episcopal Church. Col.

Husted reviews the past with no apprehension of the

future, and is only waiting to hear his Master say,

" Ifs enough; come up higher."

CAPT. BENJAMIN HUSTED

was a son of Benjamin Husted and Sarah Dayton,

and was born in Greenwich, Fairfield Co., Conn.,

April 1, 1784. Early in life he devoted his time to

general merchandising, and for many years was a cap-

tain of a vessel making trips between New York and

Boston and the intervening ports; later in life he

devoted himself to agriculture.

He was one of the prominent men in town, several

times representing his constituents in the State Legis-

lature, besides holding all the more important town

offices. He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and gave liberally to its support.

He married Olivia, daughter of Samuel Mills.

Their children were Samuel, Lydia (married Robert

Scott), Sarah (married Zacharius Close), Benjamin,

and Mary E. (married Samuel Dayton). Of these

only Samuel and Sarah are now (1880) living.

Capt. Husted died in Feburary, 1871, and his wife

died in 1874.

JAMES HUSTED.

The grandfather of the subject of this sketch was

Benjamin Husted (1), who married Sarah Newman,
and had the following children,—viz. : Benjamin, Na-

thaniel, Sarah, who married Titus Reynolds
;
Deborah,

who married Nathaniel Reynolds
;
Martha, who mar-

ried James Brush
;
Rachel, who married John Dela-

van
;
Mary, who married Jona Mead ; and Zuba, who

married Stephen Palmer, all of whom were born in

the town of Greenwich, Fairfield Co., Conn.

Benjamin Husted was a farmer by occupation, lived

an honorable life, and died at an advanced age. His

son Nathaniel married Ruth Sniffin, and had the

following children,—viz. : James, Nathaniel, Samuel,

Benjamin, Jonathan, Rachel, and Mary, all born in

Greenwich, Conn. He was also a farmer.

James Husted, son of Nathaniel, was born in June,

1786, and died Sept. 23, 1852. He always resided on

the old farm, now owned and occupied by his aged

widow. He was one of the successful farmers of the

town, and blessed the community in which he lived

by his generous deeds.

Very early in life he united with the Methodist

Episcopal Church at Round Hill, where he resided,

and became one of its most active and leading sup-

porters. He was known by his hospitality, and many
are the ministers who found his house a welcome

place. He was a steward, class-leader, and superin-

tendent of the Sunday-school for a great many years.

On the 12th of January, 1825, he married Mary B.,

daughter of Benjamin Husted and Sarah Dayton, and

granddaughter of Benjamin and Sarah (Newman)

Husted. She was born in the town of Greenwich,

Conn., May 22, 1793, and now (October, 1880), like her

brother. Col. Conklin Husted, retains her faculties

remarkably well. She has been a life-long member

of the Congregational Church, but attended the

Methodist Episcopal Church.

JAMES HUSTED, Jr.

James Husted, fourth son of Samuel and Nancy

Husted, was born in the town of Greenwich, Fairfield

Co., Conn., on the 28th of September, 1828. His

father was the third son of Nathaniel and Ruth

(Sniffin) Husted. He is a farmer by occupation, and

now resides in Ontario Co., N. Y. His children are

as follows,—viz. : Amos, Nathaniel, Eunice, Elizabeth,

John, James, Samuel, and Mary, all of whom are

living.

James Husted left his father's home at eleven years

of age (1839) to live with his uncle, James Husted,





BENJAMIN HUSTED.



JAMES HUSTED, JK.



I



i



7



GREENWICH. 401

after whom he was named. His advantages for an

education were limited to the common scliools of his

(lay. He has continued to reside on the farm with

uncle and aunt, except a few years while he was at

Tarrytown, N. Y., and Kushvillc, N. Y., eugaged in

merchandising. On the 12th of iSejiteuiber, 18G0, he

married Stella P., daughter of Joseph and Sarah A.

(Mead) Brush. She was born May 22, 1838, in Green-

wich, Conn. Their children are James F. (deceased),

Joseph B., Sarah E., Emily M., Eunice L., James H.,

and Hellen. In politics Mr. Husted is a Democrat,

but takes no active i^art in political matters.

WILLIAM A. IIUSTED.

William A. Husted is an only son of Elnathan and

Nancy (Close) Husted, and was born in Greenwich,

Conn., Dec. 31, 1801. His grandfather was named
Peter Husted, who married Eunice Lyon, of Green-

wich, Conn. They had six sons and two daughters,

—

viz., Elnathan, Amos, Cyntlia, Peter, Moses, Aaron,

Eunice, and Caleb. (See history of James Husted,

Sr.)

Elnathan Husted was a successful farmer and
drover, married Nancy Close, and had one son, Wil-

liam A. He was a member of the Second Congrega-

tional Church at Greenwich, Conn., and was a man
respected. He died in 1825, aged fifty years. His wife

died at seventy-three years of age.

William A. was reared on his father's farm, and
farming has been his business nearly all his life. He
owns the old homestead of two hundred acres where

he was horn. A view of his present houwc, which he

built in 1871, may be seen in another part of this

work. In politics a Republican.

On the 1 2tli of D<;(;eiiiber, 1 822, be married Susannali

Caroline Hobby, daughter of Squire Hobby. She wjw

born Nov. 23, 1803, in the town of Greenwich, Conn.

Their children are

:

(1) Elnathan, who was a soldier in the Rebellion,

and died March 4, 18G4, leaving a wife and two daugh-

ters,—Caroline and Augusta.

(2) William F., married, and has four children, and

resides at Davenport, Iowa, with Lyman 13., wlio has

one son, and is a farmer.

(3) George, died young.

(4) Susannah.

(5) Lyman B.

(C) Squire Jeromes, who has one son, and is living

at Oyster Bay, L. I.

(7) Mortimer, died Nov. 21, 187G, leaving a wife and

one son.

(8) Nancy E., married John Andrews, a lawyer in

Brooklyn, and has one son and two daughters.

CAPT. BENJAMIN W. HUSTED

is the only living son of William Husted and Mary
Lyon, and was born in the town of Greenwich, Conn.,

Jan. 15, 1808. His great-grandfather was David

Husted (see history of James Husted, Sr.), who had a

son Abraham, who married Hannah Knapp, and had

two children, one of whom was William Husted.

Abraham was a lieutenant in the Revolutionary war,

and was a farmer by occupation. William Husted was

born in 1783, in the town of Greenwich, Conn., and

died in 1838. He married Mary Lyon, and had the

following children,—viz., Benjamin W., Israel, Han-
nah, who married Husted Hobby ; Phcbe Ann, mar-

ried Caleb W. Merritt
;
David, and William H., all

of whom are now (1880) dead except Benjamin W.
and Phebe Ann.

Mr. Husted was a farmer, and lived one mile south

of where his son Benjamin W. now resides, on a farn\

which was in the family several genei'ations.

Benjamin W. has always been a practical farmer,

receiving the advantages of a common-school educa-

tion till he was fifteen years of age. On the 24th of

Dec, 1827, he married Rachel P., daughter of Enon
and Elizabeth (Webb) Lyon. She was born Nov.

16, 1806. Their children are as follows,—viz., Julia

(deceased), Israel G.,who does business in New York
City; Theophilus P. (deceased) and Eliphalot P., who
is a farmer (twins) ; William E., also a farmer.

Nathaniel L. was a soldier in Company I, Tenth

Connecticut Volunteer Regiment ; served three years,

was in all the engagements of his regiment, and was

wounded in both ankles and in his left knee at the

same time, and received an honorable discharge Oct.

2, 1864, since which time he has resided at home on

the farm.
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Mary E. married Alexander G. Knapp, who is a

farmer near Council Bluffs, Iowa. Mr. Husted set-

tled on his present farm in 1828. He is a Republican

in politics, though he cast his first Presidential vote

for Gen. Jackson at his second election. Mr. and

Mrs. Husted are members of the Congregational

Church at Greenwich, Conn.

He has held several town offices, and was a captain

of a company of State militia for a great many years,

and is known as Capt. Benjamin Husted. He is one

of Greenwich's best citizens, a man universally re-

spected.

HANFORD LOCKWOOD.

The name of Lockwood is traced back as far as

1470, when Annie, only daughter of Richard Lock-

wood, married Thomas Henshaw, who thereby became

possessed of a large estate in Staffordshire, England.

Those of the name in Greenwich, Stamford, Brun-

dridge, and probably those of the name at Norwalk

and other parts of the county, are descended from

Edmund Lockwood, freeman. May 18, 1631. Was of

Cambridge, Mass., in 1632, and probably removed to

Connecticut with Messrs. Hooker and Stone. Lieut.

Jonathan Lockwood and Lieut. Gershom Lockwood
were in their day prominent and influential men in

Greenwich, Conn.

Hanford Lockwood is a son of Ira and Clemendine

(Mills) Lockwood and grandson of Thaddeus Lock-

wood, and was born in the town of Greenwich, Fair-

field Co., Conn., two and a half miles north of where

he now resides, June 7, 1808.

His father was born at the same place Oct. 19, 1769,

and died April 18, 1846, having lived nearly seventy-

seven years on the same farm. He was one of the

most successful farmers in the town, though not a

large one. He commenced life poor, but by energy

and economy became well off. It is related of him
that at one time during the Revolutionary Avar he Avas

standing guard, though not a soldier, and one dark

night he heard the footsteps of something coming,

and three times said, "-Who conies there ?" No an-

swer came, and he fired, when he discovered he had

shot a colt, thinking it Avas a Tory. He had four sons

and one daughter,—viz., Alva, Lydia, Ira, Ralph, and

Hanford, all of Avhom Avere born in the town of Green-

Avich, and all are uoav (1880) dead except Hanford.

Lydia married Isaac Ostrander, of Ncav York City,

and had a large family of children.

Ira LockAVOod, Sr., was a Whig in politics, and Avas

a constable and collector of Greenwich a number of

years. During the earlier part of his life he and his

Avife were members of the Baptist Church, but later

were members of the Episcopal Church.

Thaddeus Lockwood, grandfather of Hanford Lock-

Avood, Avas a farmer by occupation, married, and had

a large family. He died about 1812 to 1814, aged

ninety-three years.

Hanford LockAvood Avorked on his father's farm

summers and attended the district school winters

until he was fifteen years of age, Avhen he went to

New York City, and became a clerk in the employ of

William J. Romer, a grocer, for five dollars a month.

At the end of the first year he had saved more than

thirty dollars, which he gave to his father, besides

haA'ing properly clothed himself. This Avas the begin-

ning of a successful business life. On account of sick-

ness he returned home and remained tAvo years, work-

ing on his father's farm
;
subsequently returned to Ncav

York, and entered the grocery-store of his brother-

in-law, Isaac Ostrander, as clerk at eight dollars a

month for one year, then received twelve dollars for

his second year, and fifteen dollars for his third year's

Avork.

The summer that he Avas tAventy years of age he

spent at home, and during the fall and winter follow-

ing taught school at twelve dollars a month, and the

folloAvirig spring engaged for one year to teach in Avhat

Avas known as the Nash District at fifteen dollars a

month, and "boarded around." He relates that he

had a good time and made many Avarm friends. Dur-

ing this time he made the acquaintance of Susan,

daughter of James Nash, the man Avho had engaged

him to teach the school, and on the 6th of October,

1830, they Avere married. In the month of April,

1831, he commenced business as a grocer in the city

of Ncav York, and continued in that business for

twenty-four years, Avhen he retired from active em-

ployment and returned to his native toAvn, and resided

on the old homestead Avhere he first saAv the light of

day until February, 1878, Avhen he settled Avhere he

now (1880) resides. During his residence in the city

he made good investments in real estate, which have

greatly increased in value on his hands. He was a

first-class business man, and attributes his success in

life more to the fact that at an early age he became

interested in the cause of religion, under the influ-

ence of one Mary Ostrander, and united Avith the

Methodist Ei^iscoi>al Church under the ministry of

the Rev. William JcAA'ett. He is one of the most

Avorthy and influential members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church at GreenAvich. He has held in

the past and holds to-day the various ofiices of his

church, such as stcAvard, trustee, recording secretary,

licensed exhorter, Sunday-school superintendent for

many years, and a Avoi'ker in the Sunday-school as

teacher or superintendent the most of the time since

he united Avith the church. He has always been very

liberal to his church as well as to other denomina-

tions, and the poor have in him a true friend, and

they go not empty aAvay. He is the possessor of more

than five hundred acres of land, two hundred and

fifteen of Avhich are in his present beautiful farm,

called GrandA'ieAV. (See vieAV of his place on another

page. ) He has been twice married. His first Avife

died Oct. 27, 1869, and was buried at StauAvich, Conn.,

Avhere a fine marble monument marks her resting-

I place. He married for his second wife Fanny Louns-
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bury, widow of Samuel D. Y. LouiiHbury, and daugh-

ter of William Roscoc, of (Jreenwicli, Jan. '.'A, 1872.

They have one son, William Fletcher Hanford Lock-

wood, born May 22, 1875. Mr. Lockwood is a thoroiif^h

temperance man, never having used tobacco or liquors

of any kind as a beverage.

Samuel D. F. Lounsbury united with the Methodist

Episcopal Church at the early age of twelve years,

and sustained through life a noble Christian charac-

ter. He was a shoemaker by trade, and died in early

manhood, leaving a good name.

Mrs. Hannah Lockwood united with the Methodist

Episcopal Church at twelve years of age. During

her widowhood she was a teacher at Portchester, for

fourteen years in succession in one place.

ODLE C. KNAPP,

son of Nathaniel Knapp and Elizabeth C. Close, was

born at Round Hill, town of Greenwich, Conn., May
26, 1815. His father was a son of Joshua and Charity

(Mead) Knapp, and was born in Westchester Co.,

N. Y., Feb. 27, 1790 ; settled in the town of Greenwich,

at Round Hill, when a young man, about 1812, where

he was engaged in trade as a merchant. On the 17th

of May, 1812, he married Elizabeth C. Close, who
was born April 20, 1793. Their children were as fol-

loAvs : Elizabeth, Odle Close, Joshua, Nathaniel A.,

Hannah C, Eunice, and Sarah A.,—all of whom were

born at or near Round Hill, Conn., and all of them

are dead except Odle C. and Hannah C. Nathaniel

Knapp was a Whig in politics, and was a postmaster

at Round Hill for many years. He died Jan. 4, 1836,

and his wife died Nov. 25, 1840. Mr. and Mrs. Knapp
were esteemed citizens, and left the record of honest

and. industrious lives. The grandfather of Odle C.

Knapp was Joshua Knapp, one of a large family of

brothers and sisters. We mention some of them,

—

viz. : Isaac, Samuel, Reuben, Joshua, Benjamin, Jared,

Enoch, Shubel, and jjrobably sisters. Nothing is

known of the family farther back.

Joshua Knapp married Charity Mead, and had the

following children,—viz. : Nathaniel, Joshua, Samuel,

Jasper, Rachel (who married and had two children),

Eunice, Charity B., and Sarah. Joshua Knapjj was

a Revolutionary soldier, was a farmer by occupation,

and died at an advanced age. Odle C. Knapp re-

ceived a common-school education, and was reared as

a merchant in his father's store, which has been his

business through a long business life, except about

one and a half years. On the 27th of January, 1836,

he commenced business for himself at Round Hill,

Conn., and has continued until the present (October,

1880). He is a good business man, and has always

been able to meet all his obligations in time. He is

strictly honest in all his dealings, and has made his

business pay. He is now well off, has a family of good
children, and is surrounded with the comforts of a

happy, genial home. He has been twice nuvrried

;

first, Caroline B., danglitcr of Guy B. Ifobby, Jan.

19, 1841. Their children were Cornelia and Johliua

(d(!C(!Msed). Mrs. Knapp di(;d Feb. 27, 1848, and

Mr. Knupp married, March 8, 1849, Eunice A., daugh-

ter of Al)ram Brown. She wa,s born in 1822 and died

March 5, 1879. Their children were as follow.s,—viz.

:

Sarah (deceased), Carolina H. (deceased) Anna M.,

Charles O., Kate A., John F., and Nathaniel A. In

politics Mr. Knapp was a Whig until 1856, when he

joined the grand old ]iei)ul)lican party, and is very-

proud to-day ( 1880) of its glorious achievements. He
has been a postmaster the greater part of liis life,

is a director in the Stamford National Bank, wa.s for

many years the first vice-pre»ident of the Greenwich

Savings Bank, and has been a trustee since its organ-

ization, and a treasurer and director of the Green-

wich Fire Insurance Comjjany since its organization.

Both of his wives were members of the Congregational

Church at Round Hill, and he has been a regular

attendant and supporter of the same.

Mr. Knapp is one of the representative men of the

town of Greenwich, and is interested in everything

that tends to build up the community in which he

resides.

JOSIAII AVILCOX.

Josiah Wilcox is a son of Joseph R. and Lina

(Bacon) Wilcox, and was born in Middletown, Mid-

dlesex Co., Conn., May 9, 1804. His great paternal

ancestor (John Wilcox) came from England about

1648, and settled at Hartford, Conn. He had a family

of children, one of whom was named John (2), who
was born at Hartford, Conn., married, and had a son,

Israel, who was born at Hartford also. Israel married

and had a son, Samuel, who settled at Cromwell,

Middlesex Co., Conn., and followed the occujiation of

a farmer.

He married and had children, one of whom was

named Daniel, who was a farmer, married, and had

thii-tecn children, four of whom were sous,—viz.,

S ,
Josiah, Samuel, and Jacob.

Josiah Wilcox, Jr., was born at Berlin, Conn., was

a farmer, also owned and ran a carding-niachine,

married a Miss Savage, and had eight children,—viz.,

Olive, Joseph R., Belinda, Huldah, Hepsabath, Ly-

man, Horace, and Lemuel, all of whom were born at

Berlin, Hartford Co., Conn. Mr. Wilcox died in 1847,

aged seventy-eight years.

Joseph R. Wilcox was born Jan. 16, 1774, and died

Jan. 25, 1852. His wife, Lina Bacon, wivs born June

4, 1774, and died Sept. 11, 1847. They had six chil-

dren,—viz., Chaunccy, Alsa, Caroline, Panu^la, Josiah,

and Russell, all of whom are dead except Josiah and

Pamela.

Mr. Wilcox built the fu-st carding-machine at Ber-

lin, and ran it several years. He was also a good

farmer and a man in good circumstances for those

days. He was a Whig in politics, and a member and
liberal supporter of the Congregational Church.
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Josiah Wilcox, the subject of this sketch, remained

at home, receiving tlie advantages of a common school

education, until he was sixteen years of age, when he

left to learn the manufacture of tinners' tools. After

serving an apprenticeship of some five years, he began

to work as a journeyman at one dollar a day, and the

first year he put in three thousand one. hundred and

fifty hours of hard labor, or equal to three hundred

and fifteen days of ten hours each. In the month of

September, 1828, he settled where he now (Nov. 2,

1880) resides, five miles northeast of Portchester,

N. Y., in the town of Greenwich, Conn. Here he

built the first factory for the manufacture of tinman's

tools in 1828. His factory was thirty by thirty-five

feet, and this he enlarged from time to time until now
his buildings are many. Mr. Wilcox manufactures

shaft-couplings with no weld either in the eye or clip,

thus making them lighter and stronger, but his spe-

cialty is at present the manufacture of carriage hard-

wai'e, which is equal to supply the demands of more

than one hundred thousand carriages annually. He
is also interested in two other large factories at South-

ington. Conn., namely. Pecks, Stow & Wilcox- Com-
pany, with a joint-stock capital of one million dollars,

and the Etna Iron-Rolling Mills.

He married Celestia Wilcox, Aug. 24, 1828. She

was born in Berlin, Conn., Sept. 11, 1806. Their

children were George E. (deceased), George E. (2),

Willis H. (deceased), Caroline O., Willis H. (2),

Cornelia M., and Josiah N., all of whom were born

on the old home where Mr. Wilcox now resides.

Mr. Wilcox was a Whig until 1856, since which

time he has been a staunch Republican, and Nov. 2,

1880, he voted for Gen. James A. Garfield, of Ohio,

for President. As a Whig and Republican he has

five times represented his town in the State Legis-

lature,—first in 1849, '51, '52, '53, and '54. He has

often been a delegate to county and State conventions.

At seventeen years of age he united with the Con-

gregational Church at Berlin, Conn., and since his

residence in Greenwich he has been one of the strong

pillars and main supporters of the Congregational

Church at North Greenwich. His wife was a mem-
ber of the same clmrch, and he is a deacon of the

same. Through a long and useful life he has taken

a deep interest in the cause of temperance, and thor-

oughly believes that total abstinence is the only safe

Avay. For the last twenty years he has been a direc-

tor in the Portchester Bank. He commenced life a

poor boy, but by his own energy, supjjlemented by

that of his faithful wife, he has reared a family of chil-

dren, who are universally respected, and they, as well

as many of their children, are among Greenwich's

best citizens.

George E. Wilcox married Sarah Lyon, and has

two children,—viz., Gilbert L. and Bertha ; Caroline

O. married Henry S. Banks, of Portchester, and has

two children, Clara and George ; Willis H. married

Susan C, daughter of Edward Mead, of Cos Cob, and

has one son, Robert Mead; Cornelia M. married Silas

E. Mead, of North Greenwich, and has three chil-

dren,—Mable, Louisa, and Josiah W. ; Josiah N. mar-

ried Henrietta Lyon, of Portchester, and has two

children, Lillian and Ai'thur R. He is a cashier

in the Portchester National Bank, at Portchester,

N. Y., and the other boys are identified in the mar-

ufacture of carriage hardware with their father, one of

whom, Willis H., was a soldier in the great civil war,

having enlisted in Company Ij Tenth Connecticut

Volunteer Regiment, in Sej^tember, 1861, and went

forth to battle and was in more than fifty engagements

under Gen. Burnside. He was slightly wounded at

Strawberry Plain. He was mustered out October,

1864.

WILLIAM BRUSH.

William Brush is a lineal descendant of Capt. Ben-

jamin Brush, who was a Revolutionary soldier, and

who was taken prisoner during the Revolutionary war

and put in the famous Sugar-House, in New York
City, where he remained some time. He was a hatter

by trade, but towards the latter part of his life de-

voted himself to agriculture. He married Rebecca

Finch, and had nine children,—viz., Rachel, Abigail,

Ard, Ann, Rebecca, Benjamin, Jonathan, Mary Ann,

and Lucy Ann, the last two of whom are living.

Benjamin Brush died about 1822, and his wife about

1824.

Benjamin Brush (2) was born April 28, 1774; mar-

ried Rachel Brush June 22, 1799. She was born

Sept. 26, 1779. Their children were Shubel, Wil-

liam, Charles, and John (deceased).

Shubel married and had three children,—viz., Mary

A., Rachel A. (deceased), and Harriet (deceased).

His daughter, Mary A., married George A. Lock-

wood, and had five children,—viz., Frederick, Wil-

liam, Charles, Caroline, and twins, names not known.

Benjamin Brush was a tanner and farmer by occu-

pation, a Whig in politics, and a member of the

Congregational Church at Stanwich. He died in

September, 1852, and his wife in March, 1853.

William Brush, son of Benjamin and Rachel Brush,

was born at Stanwich, Conn., Sept. 26, 1802. He
worked at the boot and shoe trade and tanner and

currier till 1832, when he settled on a farm, working

it summers and at his trade winters until 1838, when

he settled where he now resides. In politics he is a

Republican.

Mr. Brush is a liberal man, seeking to bestow his

money where it will do good. He is a good citizen,

and is universally respected.

JOHN G. REYNOLDS.

John G. Reynolds is a lineal descendant of the

fifth generation from one of four brothei's who came

from England and settled in Greenwich, Conn., per-
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haps more than two hundred years ago, or the latter

part of the seventeenth eentury.

We are not able to give the names of tli<^ four

brothers, but they married, and one of therii liad the

following children, viz., Nathaniel, Nezer, Enos, Tim-

othy, Rebecca, Deborah, and Al)igail, the eldest of

whom, Nathaniel, was the great-grandfather of John

G. Reynolds. This Nathaniel married Sarah Lock-

wood, and had the following children, viz. : Nathaniel,

born Sept. 7, 1745, died June 6, 1822
;
Ezekiel, born

Oct. 13, 1747, died Nov. 24, 1833; Abigail, born l)e(!.

11, 1749, died March 27, 1839; Benjamin, killed in

battle in Revolutionary war; Phoebe, born April 1(5,

1757, died June 19, 1829; James, born April 16, 1764,

died March 2, 1833
;
Sarah, born Feb. 8, 1762, died

Aug. 31,1849; Philemon, born Feb. 21, 1764, died

July 28, 1835; Nezer died young; Deborah, born

May 13, 1776, and lived to be nearly one hundred

years of age ; and Lockwood, born Ajjril 20, 1768,

died June 7, 1827.

The first Nathaniel Reynolds was a farmer, and

owned a large tract of land near Stanwich, Green-

wich, Conn. This was subdivided among his chil-

dren, many of whom were farmers also.

Nathaniel Reynolds (the third) married Deborah

Husted, daughter of Benjamin Husted and Sarah

Newman (see biography of James Husted), for his

second wife, and had several children, viz., Ard, Har-

riet, Benjamin, and Husted. He died in 1824, and

she many years later. Ard Reynolds Avas born about

a mile south of Stanwich, Conn., March 20, 1781. On
the 13th of December, 1810, he married Anna Eliza

Doell, a native of Germany, who came to America

and settled in Albany, N. Y., at nine years of age.

Their children Avere : Elizabeth P., who married Rev.

Warner Hoyt, of Danbury, Conn.
;
Sally D., who mar-

ried Tompkins Close, of Greenwich, Conn.
;
Benjamin

H. , who was killed at eight years of age ; Ann Eliza

(deceased); John G. ; Harriet E., married Charles

S. Guion, of Bedford, N. Y. ; Julia H., who married

Rev. Senica Howland, of New York ; and Maria S.

(deceased).

In politics Mr. Reynolds was a Whig, and as such

was one of the leading men of his town. He held

the various town ofiices, such as magistrate and se-

lectman, and was known as 'Squire Reynolds. He
represented his town in the State Legislature, and

took an active paii; while there. Mr. and Mrs. Rey-

nolds were members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church of Stanwich, and he was one of the leading

men of the same. His home was always open to min-

isters, and many there were who found it a welcome

place. He died April 26, 1857, and his wife Feb. 25,

1858, and both lie buried in the private cemetery on

the " home farm."

John Godfried Reynolds was born on the place

where he now resides, a mile south of Stanwich, in

the town of Greenwich, Conn., March 25, 1821. He
received a common-school education, with a few terms

at the Stamford Academy, at Stamford, Conn. Oji

the 26th of August, 1851, he married Mrs. Julia li.,

widow of Augustus L. Keynohls, and daug)it<^r of

Jar(;d Smith. He Avas a Whig in jjolitics until 185<J,

since which time he has been a Democrat. He liaH

held imarly all of tlie town offices to the general sat-

isfaction of his constituents, among which we may
mention those of magistrate for a number of years,

treasurer for eleven years, and register of voters since

the adoption of the present system. He represented

his town in the Ass(;m])ly during those trying years

of 1863 and '64, and again in '74, '75, and '77, and
while there occupied important places on different

committees, and w'as chairmau on education one term.

He is a trustee and director of the Greenwich Savings

Bank. Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds are members of the

Episcopal Church at Greenwich, Conn., and he ha.s

been a vestryman for many years, and at the present

time is junior warden.

AVILLIAM T. KEYNOLDS.

William T. Reynolds is a son of Ezekiel and Phebe
Reynolds, and was born in the town of Greenwich,

Conn., July 18, 1814. His paternal grandfather, .James

Reynolds, was born in Greenwich, Conn., and married

Abigail Kiiapp, Oct. 18, 1786. She wa.s born in

Greenwich, Oct. 4, 1755. Their children were as

follows: Stephen, Ezekiel, James, Josiah, Silas,

Nezer or Ebenezer, Enoch, Abigail, Reuben, Rachel,

Hanford, Lockwood, Joseph, Sarah, and Amanda.
This large family was born in Greenwich, and many
of them have passed away. James Reynolds, Sr, was
a farmer by occupation, reared his large family to

industry and economy, and they became some of

Fairfield County's best citizens. Mr. Reynolds died

at an advanced age. (See history of John G. Rev-
nolds.)

Ezekiel (second son of James) was born Aug. 7,

1788 ; married Phebe Reynolds, Dec. 24, 1809. They
have had five children, all of whom were born in

Greenwich, Conn. Names of their children are as

follows, viz. : Adaline, who married Erastus Rundle,

and has two sons and a daughter
;
James, died young

;

William T., Stephen, and Elkanan M.
Mr. Reynolds w«s a farmer, is a staunch Repub-

lican, and is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and so was his wife. He has always been
very liberal to the poor and to the church. He is now
(1880) ninety-two years and some months old, and he
has lived to see nearly three generations jiass away.

He is living with a bright hope of a happy future,

when soon the Master will say, " It's enough, come
up higher."

William T. Reynolds remained at home until he

was nu\rried, receiving such advantages for an educa-

tion as the district schools afforded. On the 23d of

February, 1836, he married Mary A., daughter of

Stephen and Rachel (Brown) Halsey. She was born
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in the city of New York, May 29, 1818. Her fatlier

was a sliip-carjjenter and merchant, and was born on

Long Island. Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds have the fol-

lowing children, viz.: Louisa H., Mary B., Julia R.,

Sarah W., AVilliam E. (deceased), Ezekiel, Jr., Isa-

bella E., Frederick W. (deceased), Halsey W., and

Louis E.

In the spring of 1836, Mr. Reynolds settled on the

place where he now resides, and which was formerly

owned by Mrs. Josiah Brown, grandmother of Mrs.

Reynolds. He has a fine farm of one hundred and

twenty-five acres, which is in a good state of cultiva-

tion. In 1856 he built his present house, in which the

family still reside.

Mr. Reynolds is a strong believer in the principles

of the Republican party. He and his wife are mem-
bers of the Congregational Church of Stanwich, and

he is one of its main supjjorters. He has never

sought political honors, preferring the quiet of home.

JOHN R. GRIGG

is a son of Henry Grigg and Elizabeth Bush, and

grandson of Henry Grigg, and was born in the town

of Greenwich, Conn., Nov. 25, 1805. His ancestors

were among the early settlers of Fairfield County.

His father was born about 1760, was one of a large

family of children, and married Elizabeth Bush, by

whom he had the following children,—viz. : David

(deceased), William (deceased), Sarah (deceased),

Mary (deceased), Henry D., born Jan. 8, 1800, and

was for more than fifty years on the water as captain

;

Ann Eliza, John R., James, and Rebecca, who married

Nelson Seymour, and is now dead.

He was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and

was a farmer by occupation. He died in 1844, aged

eighty-four years, and his wife in 1846. John R.

Grigg worked on his father's farm summers, receiving

such advantages for an education as the district

schools of his day afforded. During many years of

the earlier part of his life he was engaged in quarry-

ing stone for New York and Fort Schuyler at Frog's

Point. Since the death of his mother he has devoted

himself to farming, which is his present employment.

He married Ophelia A., daughter of John and

Elizabeth Banks, April 26, 1836. She was born in

Greenwich, Sept. 2, 1809. Their children are Mary

A. (deceased), Matilda (who married Alexander

Mead), George W., Ann E. (deceased), Grace 0., and

Fannie B.

In politics, Mr. Grigg is a Democrat. He and wife

are members of the Episcopal Church at Greenwich,

of which he is a vestryman and one of its liberal sup-

porters.

Mr. Grigg is a plain, unassuming man, one who at-

tends strictly to his business and never was an aspirant

for any political ofli ce, though he has held some minor

ones. He is generous, kind, and industrious, and a

man universally respected.

CAPT. GEORGE A. PALMER

is a grandson of Denham Palmer, who came from

England in company with his wife and settled in the

town of Greenwich, Conn., and reared a large family.

Denham Palmer, the first, was a farmer by occupa-

tion, living to be well advanced in years. His chil-

dren were as follows, viz. : Denham (2d), Henry, and

James, and perhaps others.

Denham (2d) was born Aug. 12, 1766, married

Mary Lockwood, who was born Sept. 12, 1767.

Their children were as follows

:

(1) Maria, born Jan. 1, 1797, married Robert Clark

and had eleven children ; she died Nov. 2, 1879.

(2) Lockwood, born April 7, 1798; deceased.

(3) Solomon, born Nov. 7, 1799 ; deceased.

(4) Deborah A., born Dec. 9, 1801 ; deceased.

(5) Frances, born Sept. 10, 1803, married Chandler

Comings, of Boston ; died and left four children.

(6) Lewis, born April 7, 1805 ; deceased.

(7) George Augustus, born Sept. 5, 1807.

All of whom were born in Greenwich, Conn., and

all of them are now (1880) dead except George Au-

gustus.

Denham (2d) was a mechanic and farmer. His

wife was a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and died Feb. 18, 1847. He died at an ad-

vanced age.

Capt. George A. Palmer, familiarly known as Cold-

water George, was reared on his father's farm, re-

ceiving only such advantages for an education as the

district schools of his early day afforded. When he

was about twenty-one years of age he purchased a

market-boat and ran it between his native town and

New York City. This, however, Avas soon laid aside

for a new one, which he built himself, named " Loco-

motive." He was the captain of this for more than

twenty years, carrying ijrovisions to and fro. The

captain was so thoroughly temperate, even in those

early days when drinking was considered more re-

spectable than it is now, that he would not carry

liquors of any kind, beer, or even cider, and on ac-

count of his strict temperance principles, received the

would-be stigma, "Cold-water George"; but to-day

it proves to be a title of honor, rather than reproach.

The captain has been successful in whatever he has

undertaken, and succeeded better and made more

money in his trading than any man who carried rum.

Since 1850 he has been engaged in farming. In poli-

tics a Whig and a Republican, and as such has held

some minor town offices. He has been a worthy

member of the Congregational Church for a great

many years,—more than fifty,—and one of its strong

sujjporters. He has been twice married,—first, to

Harriet Knapp, daughter of Abraham Knapp, Sept.

9, 1834. She was born Sept. 23, 1809, and died June

1, 1852, having been a member of the church many

years. Their children were (1) Darius M., born Dec.

25, 1836, and is now engaged in business at Port

Chester, N. Y.
; (2) Elizabeth E., born Sept. 21, 1888,
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and died Jan. 4, 1850. For his second wife he mar-

ried Phoebe E., a sister of his first wife, March 19,

1853. She was born April 6, 1805, and is a member
of the churcli.

JOHN DAYTON.

John Dayton is the eldest son of David Dayton,

and grandson of David Dayton, and was born in the

town of Greenwich, Fairfield Co., Conn., Feb. 5, 1828.

Nothing is known of his ancestors farther back than

his grandfather, David, who Avas born at East Hamp-
ton, L. I., in 1761; married Jan. 21, 1789, to Eliza-

beth Osborne, who was born at East Hampton, L. I.,

in 1776.

David Dayton, Sr., was a tanner and currier, and boot

and shoemaker by trade. He settled in the town of

Greenwich, Conn., towards the close of the eighteenth

century, where his children were born. His wife died

April 10, 1837, and he died Jan. 23, 1888. Their

children were as follows, viz. : Betsey, born Nov. 9,

1790 ;
Jacob, born March 10, 1793

;
Sarah, born July

26, 1795; David, Jr., born March 6, 1798; Amy, born

Feb. 3, 1800 ; and Mehitable, bom June 21, 1802.

David Dayton, the second, was born in Green-

wich, Conn., where he followed the occupation of a

farmer. He was a Democrat of the Jelfersonian and

Jackson school, but never took any active part in

politics, always preferring the quiet of home to any

ofiScial honors. He married Elizabeth Brush, March

6, 1827.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Dayton were worthy members

of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mrs. Dayton

died Sei)t. 20, 1863, in Gi'eenwich, the town of her

nativity. Mr. Dayton died Jan. 26, 1872. He was a

good citizen and neighbor, a kind husband and an

affectionate father. He left the recoi'd of an honest,

industrious life, and a good name as the precious

legacy to his descendants. Their children are as

follows, viz. : John, born Feb. 5, 1828
;
Sarah, born

Feb. 15, 1830; Charles, born Dec. 4, 1832; Henry,

born Sept. 10, 1834; Mary E., born Dec. 28, 1836;

David 0., born Feb. 23, 1840; and George, born

Aug. 22, 1842 ; all of whom were born in the town of

Greenwich, Conn.

John Dayton remained at home working on his

father's farm summers and attending the district

school winters until he was eighteen years of age,

when he began to learn the shoemaker's trade, which

he followed, more or less, till he was twenty-six years

of age. On the 29th of September, 1851, he married

Matilda, daughter of Shadrach Selleck, a native of

Stamford, Conn. They have one daughter, Mary
Frances. In the spring of 1852 Mr. Dayton settled

in the village of Greenwich, and opened a boot-and-

shoe store, where he is now (October, 1880) engaged

in business. In politics he follows the footsteps of

his fathers, and is a Democrat, and as such is one of

the leading men of his town. He has been a consta-

ble for twenty-six years
;
deputy sheriff six years

;

warden of the borough several years ; awseswjr many
years

;
poHtmaster under President Andrew Johnson'H

administration ; and member of the State L(;gislature

during the years 1870 and '71. The first year lie wax

in the I^cgislature he served on the committee of

State i)risons, and the second year on the liumane

committee. He has often been a delegate Uj town,

county, and State conventions. Mr. Dayton is a man
universally respected ; even his bitterest jfolitical

ojipoiients are among his warm personal friends. He
,is an honest, upright (;itizeii, and to him. more than

to any other man in his town is due the credit of tiie

great interest manifested by the people of Greenwich

in the history of Fairfield Co., Conn.

His brother, George Dayton, was a soldier in Com-
pany I, Tenth Connecticut Volunteer Regiment, in

the great civil war; was in several engagements,

and was wounded by being shot through his right

lung at Newberne, the ball passing out below his

left shoulder-blade, lodging in his coat. At the

present time he is connected with the Broadway

Fire Insurance Company, New York.

ISRAEL PECK.

Among the early settlers who came from I->ngland

and settled in the town of Greenwich, Conn., was one

Jeremiah Peck, a Presbyterian clergyman, wlio first

settled at Elizabcthtown, N. J., and then in Green-

wich. He had two sons, Samuel and Thcophilus.

Theophilus was a cabinet-maker and joiner by trade,

married a Miss Mead and had twelve children, one
of whom was Israel Peck, who was born in Green-

wich, Conn., April 9, 1750. He married Lovina

Purdy ; she was born Feb. 9, 1755. Their children

were as follows,—viz., Israel, Nehcmiah, Elizabeth,

Rachel, Levina, Israel (2), and Elizabeth (2).

Israel Peck was a large farmer, a man greatly re-

spected in the community. He and wife were regular

attendants of the Congregational Church at Green-

wich. He Avas a soldier in the Revolutionary war a

very short time, but furnished a substitute, which re-

leased him. He died Jan. IS, 1819, and his wife died

Jan. 12, 1836. Israel Pock, son of Israel Peck, was
born on the 7th of December, 1794, married Darinda

Peck, who was born Feb. 20, 1796. Their children

were Mary, born July 12, 1820, and Jabcz. born April

12, 1822, and died April 9, 1847. Mary Pock married

Gilbert Sluitc, and died :\Iarcli 24, 1867. I^Irs. Darinda
Peck died Oct. 20, 1871, and Aug. 19, 1873, Mr. Pock
married, for his second wife, Mrs. Almira ^I. Piatt,

widow of Rev. Ebenezor Piatt, and daughter of Ebeu-
ezer Mead. Mr. Peck was reared a farmer, whioii has

always been la's business until infirmity caused him
to soil his farm. Ho owned the old homestead known
as "Peck's Landing," which ho sold about 1866 or

1868, and after residing at Port Chester a few years

settled in the borough of Greenwich in 1S73. where
he hiis continued to reside until the present time.
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He was a captain of a light militia company some

four years. In politics he is a strong Republican.

For more than fifty-one years he has been a worthy

member of the Second Congregational Church at

Greenwich, and one of its main pillars. His wife is

also a member.

Mr. Peck is a very strong temperance man, and

believes that total abstinence is the only true safe-

guard.

DAVID BANKS.

Among the noble band of worthy men whose names

grace the pages of this History none have been more

bold in declaring their honest convictions on all ques-

tions of moral or religious reform than the subject of

this sketch. He is of English origin, and was born

in the town of Greenwich, Fairfield Co., Conn., Aug.

11, 1794. His grandfather, David Banks, was a Revo-

lutionary soldier, was a shoemaker by trade, and a

man honored and respected. He died at a ripe old

age.

David Banks worked on the farm summers and

attended the South Stanwich district school winters

until he was thirteen years of age, when he com-

menced to learn the shoemaker's trade with his uncle,

Daniel Banks. The time thus spent at the district

school, supplemented with eleven weeks some time

afterwards in studying English grammar, laid the

foundation for his education. Mr. Banks has been

a great reader and quite a logical thinker, and to-day

has one of the best-informed minds in the town. At
the early age of eight years he received religious im-

pressions by the earnest prayers of a faithful school-

teacher, which took deep root, the result of which

has been an earnest Christian life, devoted to God
and the cause of humanity. On the 1st of January,

1815, he united with the Congregational Church at

Stanwich, Conn., and at the 2>resent time is a member
of the Church of the Puritans in New York City.

He succeeded his uncle Daniel as the j^roprietor of

the shop at twenty-one years of age, having in the

mean time become somewhat noted as a first-class

shoemaker, making a specialty of good fits on fin&

boots and shoes. His business increased, and he was

compelled to hire two men to assist him. He com-

menced business in the same house where he first saw

the light of day, and remained there until 1828 or

1830, when he settled where he now resides.

He built his present house on temperance principles

in 1826 or 1828, it being the first house in the town

put up without the use of rum at the raising. As a

characteristic of his well-known temperance prin-

ciples, even in those early days, we mention that

when his head carpenter came to him and said that

the men would not woi'k without rum, he replied that

the timber could lie and rot before one drop of rum
should be brought on his premises. He stuck to his

vow, and the result was his house was put up all I

right, and wo one was injured. He continued at his

trade until 1860, since Avhich time he has been a

farmer.

On the 10th of May, 1821, he married Matilda,

daughter of Rev. David Peck, of Greenwich, Conn.

She was born May 7, 1797, and died June 17, 1879.

She was a devoted wife and an affectionate mother.

Their children were as follows : Zaccheus, Cornelius

(deceased), Ann (deceased), David (deceased), Al-

pheus (deceased), Augustus, Elethea, Sarah H., and

Maryj:.

Mr. Banks has always been an outspoken, bold, anti-

slavery 7nan, and his own house has often been opened

for prayer and public meetings to discuss the slavery

question, even when the church was barred against

such meetings ; but time has wrought a wonderful

change, and such a change. In politics he was a Free-

Soiler and Whig till 1856, when he became a staunch

Republican, and in November, 1880, voted for Gen.

Garfield, of Ohio, for President of the United States.

In 1840 he voted the Liberty ticket, having James
G. Birney for President and a Mr. Earle for

Vice-President. There were only about seven thou-

sand votes cast for this ticket in the United States in

1840, but this small party, under different names, at

different times, has grown until its principles are well

known and felt throughout the length and breadth

of our vast domain, and in 1880 elected the ripest

scholar and statesman that ever graced the Presidential

chair.

Mr. Banks has been very liberal indeed, having

given more than two thousand dollars to aid the

missionary cause, besides doing his part for home
interest.

NATHAN FINCH.

Nathan Finch, son of Reuben Finch and Abigail

Reynolds, was born in the town of Greenwich, at or

near Stanwich, Fairfield Co., Conn., April 7, 1802.

His great-grandfather, on his father's side, was

named Nathan Finch, who, together with his brother

Jonathan, came from England and settled in the

town of Greenwich, Conn. Jonathan Finch soon

after left the town and county, and nothing has ever

been known of him or his descendants, and it is

generally supposed that he died leaving no family.

Nathan (1st) married and had a family of children,

one of whom was named Jonathan, who married and

had several children, one ofwhom was named Reuben,

who was born in the town of Greenwich, Conn., July

19, 1773, married Abigail Reynolds, Oct. 5, 1794. She

was born in Greenwich, Conn., Nov. 13, 1774. Their

children were as follows: Reuben R. (deceased),

Deborah A., Amos (deceased), Nathan, Lockwood

(deceased), Mary R., Jonathan (deceased), Hannah
M., Julia E., and George G. (deceased). Reuben

Finch was a merchant for a great many years, and

was moderately successful. He also was engaged in

farming for many years, and reared his children to
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industry and economy. He died on the 28th of April,

1839.

Nathan Fincli (2d) worked ou liis father's farm

summers and attended the district school winters

until he was twenty years of age, when he entered

his father's store as a partner witii his father and

remained a few years, when he became a copartner

with his bi'otlier, Reul)cn 11., in general merchan-

dising in the city of New York, where he remained

about a year, when he returned to his native town

and entered the employ of Joseph Brush, of Cos Cob,

Conn., where he remained a short time. During the

next five years he was a merchant at Sing Sing, N. Y.,

and the succeeding five years were spent at I'cekskill,

N. Y., as a merchant with liis brother Reuben 11.,

when he again returned home and became a partner

witli his brother Jonathan in general merchandising,

which continued some three years, when he became
interested in the stock trade, bought and sold, to-

gether, and with Initchering, in which business he

remained some fifteen years, since whicli time he has

not been actively engaged in any business.

He is regarded as an honest, upright citizen, is

a Republican in politics, but never aspired to any
oflicial positions, and is a member of the Methodist

Episcoi^al Church of Stanwich, Conn.

CHAPTER XXXIX.
HUKfTINGTOTJ".

Geographical—Toiiograpliical—Tlie Pioneers—Extracts from Town Rec-

ords—Slavery—Tlio Indian Well—List of Sulectnien—List of Eepre-

sentatives—Villages, etc Ecclesiastical History.

The town of Huntington lies on the eastern border

of the county, and is bounded as follows: On the

north by the town of Monroe and the Housatonic
River ; on the east by the Housatonic River, which
separates it from New Haven County ; on the south

by the towns of Stratford and Trumbull ; and on the

west by Trumbull and Monroe. The surface of the

town is uneven, being diversified with numerous hills

and valleys. The soil is generally fei'tile.

THE PIONEERS.

Prominent among the pioneers of Huntington was
Daniel Shelton, of honored memory, the common
ancestor of all who bear the name of Shelton in this

portion of the United States. The following sketch
of this pioneer is taken from a discourse delivered by
the Rev. AVilliam Shelton, D.D., June 14, 1877

:

"That he came from England, and from the town of Kippon (or,' as we
call it, Kipton), in abont ICS"; was married in Stratford in 1C02 ; was a
vestryman of tliat veneralde parish, wliich is among the oldest in the
country; tliat he was a merchant and farmer ; that lie had seven chil-

dren, and tliat he wius a large landowner, as appeal's hy the town records
and by tlie traditioiml knowledge of his descendants

; that he was a de-
voted and intelligent churchman and suffered for his attachment to the
holy principles of tlie Book of Common Prayer,—are among the cliiefest

27

of our remlniiicciiceB of liini. Jliit to tlieite there are iMMjucritg which are

dear to all of ub, as I Hh.all endeavor to show.

" It is well kni>wij that he wa>* devoted Ui and wa* (^overne*! hy tliow:

great and graml jiriiiciph-s of the Church of Kiighind iiilierit4?'J hy her

from primitive antiqtiity ; that he did what in liini Jay Ut jiroiMigut'; and

to defend them in this then new and hostile wnntry ; that he wiu thrown

into prison some eight miles from liis home, and carried there in iiu Igno-

miniouH manner, for refusing to pay his money V> support the preaching

of doctrines and a system of tlierdogy in which lie had no belief or con-

fidence,—are among the trjulitions of his life.* This must hiive been an

ast^mishment to a man who hail crossed the ocean to settle himself in a

country regarding which it had been jjublicly proclaimed that all men
were Ixirn free and could worship God in thirir own manner, provided

they did not infringe upon the l ights of others. Ho ha"! cr<me from his

native land, which had been distracted hy conflicting parties on all re-

ligious subjects, the Independents on the one hand, and the (Mjrrupt

Church of Homo on the other, botli eijually hostile and equally assiiiling

and persecuting the ( hurch of Kiiglanil. He had looked, doubtless, for

peace, and had sought (piiet in a new country, where, as he thought,

jiarty animosity did not exist. It must have suiiirised liim, I say, to find

himself iinpiisoiied and evil treated because he would not pay for the

support of a system of religion in which he did not believe. He wan

really in the condition in which tliis country claimeil to be, many yearn

after, when the war-cry was raised against the mother-country ljt;cauBe

she exacted a tax without representation.

" He was a member of the Church of England, and yet a religious so-

ciety rudely took him from his farm and tliriist him into pris<>n, where

ho was confined at le;ist one night. It is not stated that he refused to

contribute to tlie sujiport of divine religion, for he was at one time a

vestryman of his parish church, which he would not have been hail he

]uoved himself so far forgetful of his iluty as not to promute the temiwrul

as well as spiritual interests of religion ; and it is recorded that on All

Saints' day, in 1722, sixteen Episcopalians, inhabitants of ICipton, ad-

dressed a jiapcr to tlie secretary of the Society for the Propagation of the

Gospel in Foreign Parts, asking for a piist<.ir of their own, or for stated

supplies every third Sunday from the ministers settled in Stratfird and

New Haven. 'We are emboldened,' they state, ' to hope this, both be-

cause we design to set apart a glebe for our spiritual guide when he

comes, and also because we suffer great persecution for the Clmrcli*ssake

from those who have the civil power here, and w ho have made that a

handle to grasp tlie ecclesiastical.' Tiie second signature to this docu-

ment was that of Daniel Shelton, and the fifteenth was undoubtedly that

of his son, .Josepli, then twenty-four years of age and ripening into the

fortitude and munliiiess of defending the principles in which ho had

been educated by his father. It is recorded, alsxi, that the elder died be-

fore a cliurcli had been built in Ripton, under the ministrations of Dr.

.Tcdinson; but he left a name, it is said, and an intlucnce behind him
which lived and was fruitful in good works.

" His name stands among the earliest churchmen of Stratford, which

then included Huntington, and ne.\t to the head of the list of those who
lietitioiied tlie Rishop of London, in ITOT, to aid them in the midst of the

most rigid Presbyterians and Indepeudents. A'ioleut opposition and

threatened imprisonment followed the ministi'ations of a church mis-

sionary who had visited the town of Stratford and officiated and ailmin-

istered the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Sujiper. These jteti-

*"They (the Independents) still persisted with vigor to continue their

persecution, and seized the hody of Daniel Shelton at his habitation or

farm, being about eight miles distant Irom the town, hurrying him awaj-

towards the town, in order to carry him to the county gaol. Passing by

a house, ho requested of them that he might go in and warm him and

talie some refreshments, which was granteil ; but they, being in a hurry,

bid him come along, but, ho desiring a little longer time, they l>arl«i-

rously laid violent hands on his pei"son and flung his luxiy across a luirse's

back and called for ropes to tie him on the horse ; to the tmth of which

several persons can give their testimony and are reaily when thereunto

called; and, having hivught him to the town, they immediately seize<i

the bodies of William Rowlinson and .Vn hibald l^unlap and carried them

all three to the county gaol, it being tlie Kith day of January, ITDO, and

there confined them until such time as they disbursed such sums of

money as the gaoler ilenianded of them, which money was hist in the

hands of the Lieutenant-Ooveriuo", Nathaniel trtUiKl, Esq., he pri^mising

them that the next General Court should hear and detei mine the matter

and that the money left in his hands should be disi^osed of as the court,

should order; and they were at luesent released, iH-ing the 17th day of

the same inst."

—

LhcunienUtnf i/isfori/ nf ConnccticuU t^littd hti the Rcr. Dr,

llttitks ami the Uei: Mr. Pcrri/.
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tioners especially desired of the liishop tliat lie would send over, with a

missionary allowance from the society, 'an exemplary man in conversa-

tion, fluent in preaching, and able in disputation, that he might silence

the cavils of their enemies.'

"

The following were here in 1789: Stiles Nichols,

Abigail Beardsley, Stephen Babbitt, Abial Babbitt,

John French, Eli Smith, Daniel Bassett, Thaddeus

Beardsley, Lemuel Beardsley, Curtis Tomlinson,

Joseph Tomlinson, Benajah Mallory, Ebenezer Hide,

Elnathan H. Bostwick, Nathan Clark, Elisha Mills,

Capt. Deodate Silliman, Maj. Agur Judson, Capt.

David Judson, Joseph L. Wooster, Abel Lewis, Eph-

raim Lewis, Henry Curtis, Joseph Fairchild, David

Thompson, Lewis Judson, Isaac Judson, Timothy

Wilcoxson, Wells Judson, Capt. John Judson, Lem-

uel Judson, Nehemiah De Forest, William Beardsley,

Eli Blackman, Thomas Lattin, Daniel Leavenworth,

Ephraim Blackman, James Dunning, E. Johnson,

William Edwards, Joel Blackman, John Wooster,

Nathan Fairchild, Capt. Ephraim Curtis, Levi Cur-

tis, Daniel Shelton, Gideon and David Tomlinson,

Capt. Beach Tomlinson, Capt. Zachariah Lewis, Abel

Hawley, Hezekiah Beach, Samuel Shelton, Isaiah

Northrops, Samuel Beard, S. L. Judson, William

Blackman, Ebenezer Beard, Everril Lewis, Nathan

Clark, Josiah Whetmore, Caleb, Benjamin, Thomas

Whitmore, and Nathaniel Beardslee, Josiah and

Nichols Wakelee, Lieut. Elijah Curtis, James Mc-

Cune, Nathaniel Lewis, Moses Piatt, John Gilbert.

• The following were here prior to 1793 : Daniel

Shelton, Jr., Samuel Shelton, Andrew Shelton, Agur

Shelton, Beach Tomlinson, Abraham Brinsmade,

John Humphries, Thomas Darling.

EXTRACTS FROM TOWiST RECORDS.'

" Feb. 11, 1789. Mi-. Ebenezer Beach car-mark, crop on the near ear

and half-penuy,—the uper side of the same. Transferred to William

Beach."
" Huntington, Jan. G, 1795, personally appeared Ebenezer Beach, Esq.,

and declared that Amos, a negro boy, was born in his house on the 20th

day of August, Anno Dom. 1786."

"Fob. II, 1789. Mr. Sliles Nichols' ear-mark, two half-pennj-s under

the near ear, and a hole in the same."

"February, 1789. Mr. Abijali Beardsley ear-mark, swallow Fork on

the end of each ear, and a half-penny fore-side the near ear."

"1789. Lieut. Curtis Tomlinson ear-mark, a slit in the end of the off

ear, and a nick under the same, and a half-Tarmant under side of the

near ear."

"James Dunning ear-mark, swallow fork on the near ear" (a small

piece of colored paper illustrating the said ' swallow fork' is pinned to

the page of the old town book).

"1791. Samuel L. Kurd's ear-maik, crop on the near ear, and a

ha'penny foreside the off ear."

SLAVERY.

Under date of 1791, Mr. Daniel Shelton "Declares

that Peter, a negro boy, was born on the 15th day of

September, A.D. 1786, and that a negro boy named
Tobe was born the 20th day of March, A.D. 1791."

The following advertisement is from an old paper

:

"Ban away from the subsciiber sometime last month, a negro slave,

named Sampson. AH persons are forbid harboring or trusting him, and

all masters of vessels aie foibid carrying him away on penalty of the

law.
James Dunning.

"HUNTIXGTON, Oct. 21, 1798."
.

THE INDIAN WELL.

The old Indian well is one of the attractions of this

town, and is indeed, to those who love the strange and

curious in nature, a place well worth visiting. It is

a secluded spot in the mountain-gorge where the rays

of the sun seldom penetrate. " Silence reigns here

supreme, broken only by the soft murmur of the

stream falling a distance of twenty-five feet. Tra-

dition says the Indians fathomed the well to the

depth of one hundred feet and found no bottom, and

that they held some superstitious awe and veneration

for the place. It is an enchanting spot, and thousands

of pleasure-seekers visit it in the summer to enjoy its

romantic scenery and seek recreation from the busy

routine of daily avocations."

CIVIL LIST.

Huntington was incorporated as a town in 1789,

and included that portion of the old town of Stratford

known as the parishes of Ripton and New Stratford.

The area of the town was decreased in 1823 by the

setting off of the parish of New Stratford, which was

incorporated as the town of Monroe.

EEPKESENTATIVES FROM 1789 TO 1880.

1789, Daniel Bennett, Capt. Samuel Blackman, Elijah Curtis, Joseph

L. Wooster; 1790, Elisha Mills, Ezra Curtiss, Elijah Curtiss,

Beach Tomlinson; 1791, Beach Tomlinson, Nehemiah De Forest,

Eliliu Curtiss, Agur Judson; 1792, Joseph L. Wooster, Elihu Cur-

tis, Eliphalet Curtiss, Elisha Mills; 1793, David Judson, Ebenezer

Beach, Elihu Curtiss; 1794, Elisha Mills, David Nichols, Elias

Hawley; 1795, Elisha Mills, David Nichols, Ebenezer Beach,

Agur Judson; 1790, Joseph Eirdsey, Henry ' Curtiss, Stephen

Babbitt, Thaddeus Beardsley; 1797, George Healy, Le Grand M.

Lewis, Henry Curtiss; 1798, Othniel De Forest, Le Grand 31. Lewis,

Ebenezer Beach, Gideon Leavenworth; 1799, Agur Judson, Henry
Cui tiss, Ebenezer Beach

;
1800, Ebenezer Beach, Agur Judson, Henry

Curtiss, David Hawley; 1801, Othniel De Forest, Henry Curtis, Le

Grand M. Lewis, William Shelton
; 1802, Agur Judson, Elijah Curtis,

Elisha Beardsley, Daniel B. Newton
; 1803, Agur Judson, Elijah Cur-

tis, L. M. Lewis, Othniel De Forest; 1804, Elijah Curtis, Agur Jud-

son, Samuel Beardsley, William Shelton
; 1805, Agur Judson, John

Wilcoxson, Elijah Curtis, Agur Shelton
;
1800, Samuel P. Mills,

Nathan Wheeler, Le Grand M. Lewis, David Hawley; 1807, Samuel

Hawley, Sanniel Wheeler, Timothy S. Wells, David Hawley
;
1808,

David Hawley, Abill Hawley, Abel French, John Curtiss; 1809,

Samuel Judson, Steiihen Babbitt, Ebenezer Beardsley, Joseph Shel-

ton
;
1810, Othniel De Forest, Deodate Silliman, Philo Sherman, Silas

Wheeler; 1811, David Hawley, Ebenezer Beardsley, Andrew Leaven-

worth, Lemuel Judson
;
1812, Elisha T. Mills, Stephen Babbitt,

Gideon Beardslee, John Curtiss
;
1813, Lemuel Judson, Nehemiah

Gray, Ephraim Sherwood, Joseph Shelton
;

1814, John Curtiss,

Elisha Mills, Jr., Elisha Mills (2d), Joseph AVooster
;

181.5, Lemuel

Judson, David B. Hubbell, Abel French, Joseph Shelton
;
181G,

David B. Newton, Israel A. Beardslee, David Sherwood, William

Shelton; 1817, Clark Elliot, William Clark, Eli L. Hawley, Heze-

kiah Marks
;
1818, Abner Hyde, Samuel Wheeler, Samuel Beards-

ley, Nathan G. Birdsey
;

1819, Nathan G. Birdsey, John Peck

;

1820, Sanmel Wheeler, David B. Newton
;
1821, Nathan G. Birdsey,

Andrew Leavenworth; 1822, Samuel Beardsley, David B.Newton;

1823, Abner Hyde, Levi Edwards; 1824, Lemuel Beardsley; 1825,

Christopher N. Shelton
;
1S2G, Donald Judson

;
1827, Nathan G. Bird-

sey
;
1828, Hezekiah Marks

;
1829, Thaddeus Beardslee, Jr. ; 1830,

Hezekiah Marks; 1831, Thaddeus Beardslee
;
1832, Edwin Shelton

;

1833, Sylvester Post; 1834, Lewis Downs; 1835, Thaddeus Beardsley,

Jr.; 183C, Lucius Gilbert; 1837, William M. Hubbell; 1838, Thad-

deus Beardsley, Jr.; 1839, Elisha Shelton; 1840, William L. Ben-

nett; 1841, Elisha Beardsley; 1842, Ebenezer Wakelee
;
1843, Peter

Beardslee
;
1844, William A. Judson

;
1845, Leumel Beardslee

;
184G,

Thomas Burlock
;
1847, Stephen Beardslee

;
1848, William A. Judson

;
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1849, Elly lewis; 1850, William A. Judson; 1851, Ebenezer Wake-

ley
;
1852, William L. Boiinett; 185:!, Orvlllo Ilooth; 1854, William

A, .Iiulson
;
1855, Wells Uiibliell

;
185G, .Jiiliii ('. liiickingliuni ; 1857,

David Lewis; 1858, John M. lieardsley
;
1859, Kli N. Jdililwiii

;
180O,

Samuel P. nuckiiiglium
;
18G1, JoBepli K. Field

;
18(12, Z. Ij. Slieltcjii

;

18fi3, Christopher U. Sheltoii
;
1804, IChenezer Wakeley

;
18(!5, Joel

Beard; 1860-08, William L. Bennett; 1809, fiharles .Judson; 1870,

Jumes Byington; 1871, Smith Wheeler; 187-', Erastus Bennett;

187:3-74, Sandfonl B. Cocks; 1875, Gideon M. Wakelee
;
1870, Horace

Wliecler; 1S77, CInirles Beard; 1878, Horace Wheeler; 1879, Fred-

erick G. Perry
;
1880, Selah G. Blakeman.

SELECTMEN.

The record of the proceedings of the annual town-

meeting cannot be found prior to 1845. The follow-

ing is a list of the selectmen from that year to the

present time

:

1845, Elly Lewis, Wm. L. Bennett; 1840, Daniel Bennett
;
1840-48, David

Beecher; 1847-49, Henry B. Lake; 1849-.50, Orville Booth;

1850-52, 1854, 18G1, Charles C. Tonilinson
;

1851-.5:!, David

Lewis; 185.3-.55, Wm. A. Judson; 185.)-50, 1804, John M.

Beardslee; 185G-C0, 1802-04, 1807, Wni. L. Bennett; 18.")7-00,

Elly Lewis; 1801, Eli N. Baldwin; 1802-0:i, Wells Hubbell;

1805-66, Lewis B. Gray, James 11. Beard
;
1807, Orville Booth ;

1868, Stephen Beardslee; 1869-71, 187:j, 1878-79, F. G.Perry;

1809, S. P.Buckingham; 1809-71, Ambrose Slielton; 1870, Edgar

S. Wooster; 1871-72, James Mills, David N. Lane; 1872, Lewis

J. Shelton
;

187:3, 1878-79, Charles Bean
;
1873, S. G. Blakeman

;

1874-75, James W.Wheeler; 1874, S. M. Wakelee, John Fran-

ley; 1875, 1879, Erastus Bennett; 1875, Isaac Birdseyc; 1876-

77, James H. Beard, Wells Ilubliell, Horace S. Lyon
;
1878, John

C. Buckingham.

VILLAGE OF SIIELTOX.

The village of Shelton is located in the eastern part

of the town on the Housatonic, opposite Birmingham,

and was named in honor of Edward H. Shelton, Esq.

It is delightfully located, overlooking the Housatonic,

and commands a fine view of the neighboring town

of Derby. It is the seat of various manufacturing

establishments, and is one of the flourishing villages

of Fairfield County. The medical profession is rep-

resented by Gould A. Shelton, M.D., who is the only

physician in the village.

Huntington is a hamlet, containing two churches,

located in the centre of the town.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

Huntington, originally in Stratford, was incorpo-

rated in 1789, and embraced two parishes, Ripton

and New Stratford (now Monroe). When Monroe
became a town Eiptoii took the name of Huntington.

The church was organized with ninety-two members
from the Stratford church, Feb. 12, 1724, and the

pastor. Rev. Jedediah Mills, was ordained the same
day. In connection with the call and settlement of

Mr. Mills the following vote was passed, " without

contradiction of any person," viz. :
" to give Mr.

Mills eighty pounds towards building his house,

—

forty pounds of it in money and forty pounds of it in

work,—and in the beginning fifty pounds salary a

year, and afterwards rising as God shall enable us

and as Mr. Mills shall stand in need, and as this

society shall think fit, and also one hundred acres of

land already given by the town of Stratford."

The first meeting-house was probably erected about

1720, and stood <;ri Fanton Hill, about c-ighty r(KU

northeast of tlie pr(!-!(;iit one. The second edifice

stood about twenty rods northeast of the present one,

wiiich is tlie tliird, and was erected in 18!{2.

The following are the names and terms of service

of each minister: Rev. Jedediah Mills, 1724-76; Rev.

Daniel Ely, D.D., 177:^>*-1810 ; Rev. Thomas F. Davis,

1817-18; Rev. Thomas Tunderson, 1818^4; Rev.

Charles N. Seymour, 1844-47; Rev. Eliakiin I'hel]).s,

D.I)., 1847-49; Rev. William 15. Curtis, ]8.-/)-o8;

Rev. John JMood, 1858-02; Rev. William D. Morton,

1804-09; Rev. Loring B. Marsh, 1809-72; Rev. Allen

Clark, 1873-74; Rev. Lucius H. Higgins, 1875.

The following are the present officers of the church

and society : Pastor, Rev. L. H. Higgins
;
Deacons,

George L. Nichols, Oliver G. Beard, Lewis .J. Sliel-

ton
;
Superintendent of Sunday-school, Edward S.

Ilawley ; Assistant Superintendent of Sunday-school,

Frank W. Wooster ; Church Clerk, N. \V. Blackman
;

Society's Committee, Deacon L. J. Shelton, S. B.

Nichols, D. A. Nichols; Secretary and Treasurer,

Mr. E. S. Hawley. The number of present members
is one hundred and forty-five.

Among the incidents in the history of the church

are the following

:

The so-called " Half-Way Covenant" was used by

the church till done away with in 1817.

In 1743, David Brainerd was expelled from Yale

College, in part " because he had disobeyed orders in

attending prohibited meetings of those who were at-

tached to the preaching of Whitefield and Tennent."

Rev. Mr. Mills regarding his treatment as unjust re-

ceived him into his family, and under his instruction

he studied theology, and, thus fitted, went forth as a

missionary to the Stockbridgc Indians.

During Dr. Ely's ministry there were additions to

the church by profession every year except six. He
was a member of the corporation of Yale College,

and about one hundred young men were fitted for

college under him.

During Rev. Mr. Punderson's ministry of twenty-

six years two hundred and fourteen were admitted to

the church.

Dr. Phelps had somewhat of notoriety in connec-

tion with the "Stratford knockings." He wius the

father of Rev. Austin Phelps, D.D., of Andover The-

ological Seminary, Massachusetts.

During the winter and spring of 1S77 there oc-

curred one of the most marked works of grace that

had been witnessed for a generation, as one result of

which nearly forty united with the church.

T/ie Scaftergood Mission is under the care of Rev.

Friend Hoyt, who founded it, and to whose untiring

energy the success of the movement is due. An eflbrt

is being made to organize it into a Missionary Church

Society.

* Dr. Ely was ii colleague with the Kcv. Mr. Mills for three years pre-

ccuing the I'.cath of the latter.
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BAPTIST CHURCH*

The first church was organized Nov. 3, 1838, with

the following members : Ferris Drew, James Beard,

Wright Drew, Jesse Gilbert, John G. Beardsley,

Smith Beardsley, Rebecca Beardsley, Israel Hamilton,

Fanny Drew, Ann Hamilton, Charity Drew, Phebe
Olmstead, Emily Hubbell, James Drew, Eeuben
Drew, Phebe Drew, Maria Drew, Ann Beardsly,

Mary Beardsly, Lucias Hubbell, William M. Hub-
bell, C. Johnson, Samuel Drew, Sarah G. Johnson.

Pastors : William A. Deunison, Alva Gregory, Judson

G. Lyman, William B. Knapp, John Waterbery, F.

N. Barlow, A. N. Benedict, Charles Nichols, Amos
Benedict, C. W. Potter, J. G. Gahun, George F. Pay,

Sumner Tatham, Addison Brainard, and F. Perry.

The church building was erected in 1839.

Present officers : Committee, George W. Drew, John
Tomlinson ; Church Clerk, Levi Beamas. The pres-

ent membership is between thirty and forty.

ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH.*

The parish of Ripton, in Huntington, and the parish,

of New Stratford, in Monroe, were once a jiart of the

parish of Christ's Church, at Stratford. St. Paul's

church at Huntington, Avas built about the year 1740.

The parish of Ripton was set off from the parish of

Christ's Church, at Stratford, in April, 1749. Rev.

Christopher Newton was its first minister, and was one

of a small number who went to England for holy orders

of the Episcopal Church, and was ordained by Zachary

Pearce, Bishop of Bangor, at the chapel of Spi'ing

Garden, Westminster, by order of Thomas, Lord

Bishop of London. He was admitted to the holy

order of deacon on the 25th day of July, 1755, being

St. James' Day. On Sunday, the 27th day of July,

he was admitted to the holy order of priests accord-

ing to the manner and form of the Church of Eng-

land.! He was appointed missionary at Huntington

in 1755. During his ministry at Ripton Parish he

officiated some part of the time at Tashua, in Trum-
bull.

The first records of Ripton parish are dated " Easter

Monday, April 12, 1784." The following may show

the manner in which the minister's salary was some-

times raised in those days

:

"Voted, That Eev. Mr. Newton's rate on list of 1784 shall be twopence

halfpenny on tlie pound, inclutling his wood ; with this reserve consid-

ered ill the vote. Tliose wlio have a mind to furnish any wood may pay

the halfpenny on tlic pound in wood."

The Rev. Mr. Newton's death occurred on Feb. 6,

1787. He was an able and sound divine.

Rev. Abram Lynson Clark succeeded Rev. Mr.

Newton in 1787, and resigned in 1792, when he re-

moved to Providence, R. I. The Rev. Charles Sea-

bury succeeded him for one year.

It is certified on the parish records that a vote was

* Contributed by Mrs. J. P. Shelton.

f Tliese orders are preserved and are at the home of Mrs. David Shel-

ton, in Huntington, whoso husband was grandson of Eev. Mr. Newton.

passed to employ the Rev. William Green for one
year, and for his services during this time he was to

be allowed one hundred pounds lawful money. A
certified copy of this vote was forwarded to Bishop

Provost, of New York.

The records also show that at a meeting held June

24, 1789, it WES voted to allow the Rev. Calvin White
one hundred pounds lawful money, and the use of

the glebe houses and land, and thirty-three loads of

wood.

In the year 1800 the Rev. Ambrose Todd was set-

tled, and remained until his death, which occurred

July 25, 1809, in the forty-sixth year of his age and
the twenty-second year of his ministry. He was
much beloved by his people, and at his death was
deeply lamented. The records show that when he

was called to the parish, a vote was passed to call the

Rev. Ambrose Todd, at a salary of one hundred
pounds, lawful money, and forty loads of wood.

In 1805 the Rev. Mr. Todd was requested to per-

form divine service at St. Paul's church at Ripton,

and at St. Peter's church at New Stratford (now

Monroe), one-third of the time, and the wardens of

St. Paul's church, at Ripton parish, were emjDowered,

when called upon, to make such arrangements for the

direction of the new church at New Stratford as

might seem necessary. The people In New Stratford

had heretofore assisted in paying for services in Rip-

ton parish.

In the year 1800, St. Paul's Church Society

voted to sell the glebe house and lot to Rev. Mr.

Todd. In August, 1809, the society voted to continue

the salary of the Rev. Ambrose Todd to his family

until the fifth of the next December, together with the

use of the glebe orchard. At the same time and
place it was voted that the society entertain the high-

est regard for his memory, and agree to defray his fu-

neral expenses and erect a tombstone to his memory.
June 17, 1811, the two societies voted to call the

Rev. Menzies Rayner to preach alternately at St.

Paul's church, at Ripton, and at St. Peter's church,

at New Stratford, at a salary of five hundred and fifty

dollars per annum and the use of the glebe lot, pro-

viding the salary could be raised without taxation.

The people in the parish of Ripton being desirous

that the relationship of minister and people between

them and Rev. Mr. Rayner should be brought to a

close, a committee was appointed in December, 1826,

to visit Rev. Mr. Rayner to ascertain the lowest terms

upon which he would leave the society. The com-

mittee reported that Rev. Mr. Rayner would join with

St. Paul's Church Society in requesting the bishop to

dissolve the connection with that society in considera-

tion oftwo hundred dollars, and that his services should

cease on the last Sunday of December. The dissolu-

tion was made by Thomas C. Brownell, Bishop of

Connecticut.

On Jan. 8, 1811, a subscription Avas started and the

sum of thirty -rfive hundred dollars was raised for a
;
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fund, the interest of wliicli bIiouIiI be approitriated

forever for the sujjport of preaehing iiiEipton parish

by an Episcopal clergyman.

In June, 1811, St. Paul's church was destroyed by

fire. It originated in consequence of a young man, a

citizen of the town, shooting a dove which was sitting

on some part of the church.

From the close of Mr. Rayner's rector.sliip to the

year 1864 several dHfercnt clergymen occupied the

pulpit for short intervals.

In 1836 the society, being in embarrassed circum-

stances, made application to the bishop for pecuniary

aid, that it might be enabled to have preaching con-

tinued. Since that time it has been a missionary

society. In 1841 a parsonage was built on the globe

property.

In April, 1864, the Rev. Joseph Covcll was called,

and remained for nearly thirteen years, when he re-

signed on account of ill-health and infirmities of age.

He was an efficient Christian minister, a sound di-

vine, and looked well to the interest of liis snuiU

flock. By good advice and Christian ministration he

was instrumental in adding numbers to tlie church,

leaving the small society in a united and prosperous

condition. During his rectorship the church was im-

proved in apj^earauce by repainting, reseating, fres-

coing, and being made more modern in style. The
expense incurred was nearly twelve hundred dollars,

which was all subscribed and paid as soon as the

work was completed.

Rev. Mortimer Hyde next filled the rectorship for

two years. Since his resignation there has been no

regular clergyman, but the pulpit has been supplied

by lay-reading and the ministerial services of the

Rev. Mr. Duffield, of Monroe.

The society was once large and flourishing, but by

deaths and removals, and the members in the eastern

part of the town uniting with St. James' Church at

Birmingham, it has been rendered unable to keep up
ministerial services without great sacrifices on the

part of the membership.

CHAPTER XL.

HUNTINGTON" (Continued).

MANUFACTURING INTERESTS.

The Ousafonic Water Company—Tlio Derby Silver Company—Birming-

ham Corset Company—The Shelton Company—Bolts, Tacks, Etc.

—

Wilkinson Brothers & Co.'s Paper-Mills.

THE OUSATONIC WATER COMPANY.

Connecticut is emphatically a manufacturing

State, and, as in many other portions of New Eng-
land, the sagacity, enterprise, and perseverance of her

citizens are everywhere observable in the manner in

which they utilize every afforded facility for internal

improvements and the development of the great in-

dustries wlii(;h are pi'culiur to llicse localitie.^. Ah a

result of sucli enterprise, villages and towns of rare

beauty and interest have rapidly sprung up along the

margin of her rivers, where tlie opening of the pres-

ent century witnessed no indications of busy, bustling

humanity. But these places, wild and unforbidding

as was their natural appearance, have, by tlie enibcl-

lislunents of art, been rendered far more delightful

and desirable tiian those which were often originally

more attractive.

Much of the surface of this Slate is broken and

hilly, yet it can boas-t of no mountain scenery prop-

erly so called. The face of the country is delightfully

varied by low ranges of hills,- and the passage of the

Connecticut and Housatonic and other smaller yet

beautiful rivers through its entire length. There are

several elevations in the State dignified by the name

of mountain, and, although their highest peaks are

much inferior in height to the mountains in other

parts of New England, they present many attractions

and add much to the scenic views of the State. The

lakes nestling among these miniature mountains in

some parts of the State are extremely beautiful. But

the most picturesque scenery is to be found in the val-

leys of her rivers, where it is ever changing and loses

none of its beauties from the sources of the rivers to

where they mingle with the waters of Long Island

Sound.

A late writer, in speaking of the attractive places

and manufacturing interests on the Ousatonic—better

known as Housatonic—River, says, in reference to the

great achievement of the Ousatonic Water Company

:

" At tlie present day, when nianufactming enterprise seeks every

available opportunity for its development, it seems strange that less than

forty years ago the project of utilizing one of the finest water-powers in

New England should liave encmintered vigorous ojiposition
;
yet such

was the fact, and but for the indomitable energy and perseverance of

some half a dozen individuals the great improvement might have slum-

bered for another generation.

" A brief history of the enterprise which under the aiispices of the

Ousatonic Water Company, at Derby, Conn., was brought to successful

completion in 1870 cannot fail to prove of interest to our readers, and es-

pecially to those who desire to find an advantageous location for manu-

facturing oi>erations within easy distance of New York City.

"The Ousatonic—or Housatonic, according to modern orthography

—

is one of the largest rivers in New England, having a much greater vol-

ume of water tlian the Blackstone, Quinnebaug, Chicopeo, Shetuckct. or

M'illiniantic, all bordered by flourishing manufacturing towns, and but

little less tlian the Merrimac, which drives the countless spindles of

Lowell. The Housatonic takes its rise among the hills of Berkshire Co.,

Mass., more than one hundred miles above the head of tide-wator at Bir-

mingham, Conn., and empties into Long Island Sound near Bridgeiwrt.

"It drains about two thousand square miles of territory and receives

numerous tributaries, some of which are rivere of considerable magni-

tude, such as Still River, ronipei-ang, Shepaug, etc. These affluents

usually commence tlicir course at the outlet of large lakes which serve

as natural reservoiiu, equalizing the flow of water and insuring an un-

failing supply at all seasons of the year. The minimum average flow of

water during the lowest stages is esUmated at not less than five hundroti

cubic feet per second, which is equivalent to twenty-five hundred horse-

power for twelve hours per day.

" Aside from the abundance of water which tlie Housatonic affords,

the fact that it wsis the last available large water-power in close prox-

imity to navigable tivle-water along the wiu>le Xew Kngbuid coast would

seem to have been sntlii ient inducen\ent for its siH'cdy utilization, but it

is only within a few yeai's that its inconipiuable advantages apjvar t»

have been fully recognized.
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" Tlie project of diimming the Ilousatonic Eiver -was tirst broaclied in

1838, and in the following year the State Legislature granted a charter,

or rather revived an old one which had been issued in 1822 for the pur-

pose of constructing a canal, and which had expired by its own limita-

tion. The provisions of the cliarter were liberal, with the exception of

one restriction : the company were not allowed to build a high clam for

fear of injury to the shad-fisheries, which were then considered very

valuable. The construction of fisli-weii-s was not so well understood at

that time as at the present day, and people were sceptical as to the prac-

ticability of inducing shad to perform the acrobatic featof scaling a dam,

even with the aid of mechanical contrivances.

" To erect a low, tumbling dam at the only available spot would liave

involved the necessity«f a canal to bring tlie water wheie it could be

made serviceable, and the estimated cost was so great that the project

was abandoned, and for more than twenty yeai-s was allowed to rest un-

disturbed.

" Tlie matter was again revived in 18G3, and in 1864 application was

made to the Legislature to dam the river at any point that might be

selected, and the privilege was granted after satisfying the committee of

the Legislature that tlie rights of navigation and other rights would be

maintained by the building of locks, etc.

" The next difficulty was to secure the assistance of capitalists, and it

was not until the autumn of 186G tliat the requisite amount of capital

—

8400,000—was secured and the company fully organized for active oper-

ations. Mr. Henry T. Potter was appointed engineer and superintend-

ent, and the great work was fairly inaugurated by the laying of the first

stone on the 17tli of July, 18G7. With several interruptions from fresh-

ets the worlc progressed, and was nearly completed when the great

freshet of Oct. 4, 1800, swept away neaily one-quai ter of the dam. In

the following spring operations were again resumed, and witliout further

serious hindrance carried to final completion, the last cap-stone of the

noble stiucture being laid on the 5th of October, 1870.

" Xlie ditiiculties encountered were of no ordinary magnitude, but

fortunately the directors of the undertaking were men of indomitable

determination, and each added obstacle seemed but a further incentive

to vigorous prosecution of the woik. Among those most prominently

concerned, who contributed largel}', not only of money, but valuable

time and attention, should be mentioned the names of Mr. Edward N.

Shelton, Dr. John I. Howe, David W. Plumb, Edwin Wooster, Robert N.

Bassett, A. H. Ailing, Koyal M. Bassett, William E. Downs, Thomas
Elnies, and others.

" On the loth of October, 1870, the completion of the work was signal-

ized by a celebration in the village of Birmingham, participated in by

the Governor of the State, tlie mayor of New Haven, and many other

distinguished guests. A procession exceeding a mile in length was

formed, and under military escort proceeded to the vicinity of tlie dam,

where eloquent speeclies, the recitation of an appropriate poem, and the

inspiriting strains of martial music combined to render the conimemora-

lion worthy of the occasion, and marked the day as one to be borne in

remembrance while the sparkling w^aters of the Housatonic continue to

furnish the motive power for the active industries that contribute to the

welfare of the entire nation."

This privilege is located at the head of navigation

on the Housatonic River, only seventy miles by rail

from the city of New York.

A dam of solid masonry twenty-two feet in height,

constructed in the most approved and substantial man-
ner across the Housatonic River at this point, creates

the largest and most reliable water-power in the State.

The river extends over one hundred miles above the

dam, and drains about two thousand square miles of

territory ; on its tributaries are numerous lakes with a

combined area of not less than ten thousand acres,

which serve as natural store-houses for water, equal-

izing the flow and affording a large amount at all sea-

sons of the year. This, together with the immense
reservoir above the dam, five miles in length, insures

a permanent supply of not less than five hundred

cubic feet per second, equal to two thousand five hun-

dred horse-power twelve hours per day. There are

at present ten mills in full operation, giving employ-

ment to a large number of hands.

The water may be used on both sides of the river,

and as each factory-lot has a frontage on the river,

water-transportation may be had for heavy freights,

such as coal, iron, lumber, etc. But little expense for

grading or foundation would be requisite, and every-

thing necessary for building purposes is conveniently

procurable. There are good roads on each side of the

river. The company own about two hundred and

sixty acres of land below the dam, affording numer-

ous eligible sites for manufacturing purposes. Since

the completion of the dam there have been erected,

and are now in full operation, ten manufacturing es-

tablishments, including one paper-mill, one zinc-mill,

two bolt-factories, one shovel-factory, one silver-pla-

ting works, and one woolen-mill ; also one pin-factory,

one manufactory of carriage-hardware, and two saw-

mills ; the whole, however, is using but a small portion

I of the actual power. About two hundred acres are

suitable for building-lots, and a large number of

dwelling-houses are already erected. The entire

property is worth not less than one million dollars.

As a location for manufacturing purposes this is

certainly unsurpassed in New England, whether we
consider its natural advantages or the fact that it is

but seventy miles distant from New York, with which

city there is an established communication by steam

and sailing-vessels, railroad and telegraph. There are

five trains daily in each direction, both via New Haven
and Bridgeport, making twenty arrivals and departures

each day.

A great advancement in manufacturing operations

will undoubtedly soon be witnessed, and it would be

wisdom on the part of those who contemplate new en-

terprises of the kind, or desire to remove into a more

eligible location than they now occupy, to exam-

ine into the advantages attending the factory-sites

which are now offered by the Ousatonic Water Com-
pany. It would be difficult, if not impossible, to find

any other situation possessing equally advantageous

features within so short a distance of the great me-

tropolis, and prudence would suggest securing the

favorable opportunity now extended, for such chances

for profitable investment are not likely to remain very

long without due appreciation.

Some of the superior advantages of the location are

its proximity to New York City, its connection there-

with by rail and water,—being distant only two and

one-half hours by rail,—the frequency of the trains

allowing ample time for daily transaction of business,

and return, from either point. Transportation by

water and two competing lines of railroad, either

Bridgeport or New Haven, insures low rates and con-

nection with all freight-lines throughout the country.

If we compare the rate of freight from Birmingham

to New York and the cost of coal at Birmingham with

the rate of freight from the other New England man-

ufacturing centres to New York and the cost of coal
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at these manufacturing centres, the desirability of the

Birmingham location will be apparent.

The average cost of freight between New York City

and the principal New England maiiuracturing cen-

tres is about three times as much per hundred as be-

tween New York and Birmingham, and the average

price of coal at the same places more than twice as

high as at Birmingham, wliicli would make a dilfcr-

ence in the items of freight and coal, for an average

mill of one hundred horse-power, of about four

thousand dollars annually. This difference would

pay the rent for a good mill-site with one hundred

horse-power at Birmingham and leave a margin of

about two thousand dollars. If we also consider the

cost of a dam, flowage, and canal, with the repairs

necessary to keep them in order,—which are usually

part of the expenses of the mill-owner, but which in

this case are provided and maintained by the com-

pany,—^the difference in favor of the Birmingham lo-

cation will be greatly increased.

The location in the midst of a manufacturing com-

munity, with a population of ten thousand within a

radius of two miles, and the proximity of other man-

ufacturing-towns of the Naugatuck Valley, are of

great advantage in respect to skilled labor.

For beauty of scenery, health, and educational fa-

cilities the location ranks among the first. The beau-

tiful views up either river, Housatonic or Naugatuck,

•which form a junction here, are the subject of remark

by all who visit the place. Birmingham has churches

of all denominations, excellent schools, bank with

three hundred thousand dollars capital, savings bank

with over one million dollars deposit, telegraph- and

express-offices, also gas- and water-works. Its prox-

imity to New Haven, only ten miles distant by rail,

adds to its desirability as a place of residence.

The company own a large amount of real estate in

the immediate vicinity of their works, providing am-

ple room for mills and for the accommodation of oper-

atives ; also lots more remote, admirably adapted for

first-class residences.

The present officers of the company are as follows

:

President, E. N. Shelton; Vice-President, D. W.
Plumb

;
Secretary, D. S. Brinsmade.

The Derby Silver Company, manufacturers of silver-

plated ware, was organized in January, 1873, with a

capital of sixty thousand dollars, which has since been

increased to one hundred and forty thousand dollars.-

The company is now doing a large and successful

business. The present officers are: President, E. De
r. Shelton

;
Secretary, W. J. Miller

;
Treasurer, Wil-

liam E. Downs
;
Directors, George W. Cheesman, D.

W. Plumb, William E. Downs, E. N. Shelton, E. De
F. Shelton, W. J. Miller, P. McEnerncy.

Birmingham Corset Company.—The firm of J. W.
Birdseye commenced business about fourteen years ago

in White Hills, Huntington, for the manufacture of

hoop-skirts, and seven years ago, in April, moved to

the village of Shelton, continuing in same business.

They also, two years later, commenced the manufac-

ture of corsets in a moderate way.

Tlie business lias ra[)i(lly increased, and at the pres-

ent time one hundred dozen corsets per day are man-

ufactured, and over two liundred jjersons are employed.

Capital, aboutsixty thousand dollars ; value of present

annual product, ab(nit one hundred and seventy-five

thousand dolhirs.

llie SheHon Company, ManiifachirerH of Tuekn, Bolfs,

etc.—This business was estaljlislied by E. N. Sliolton

in 1836. In 1854 he was succeeded by tlie jiresent

company, and the manufacture of small bolts was

commenced. Upon the completion of the Ousatonic

dam, in 1871, the works were removed to Slielton.

About three tons of small ])olts, etc., are made per

day.

The officers of tlie company are: President, E.

De F. Shelton; Secretary and Treasurer, George

Blakeman.

Wilkinson Brothers & Co.'s Paper-Mills.—The first

mills erected by this firm in Slielton were of wood,

commenced in October, 1871, and were in operation

in November of the following year. Nov. 4, 1878,

the mills were totally destroyed by fire, but their re-

building was immediately commenced, and in four

months and eighteen days the manufacture of paper

was begun.

The mills, which are of brick, were enlarged very

much, and many radical changes made both in the

construction of buildings and also in machinery.

The present buildings cover about an acre of ground.

Additions have been made, and at the present time

the establishment is furnished with two one-thousand-

pound and two six-hundred-pound washer-engines,

and six six-hundred-i)ound and one eight-huudred-

pound Gould beating-engines. The machine-room is

sixty by one hundred and thirty feet, and has one

sixty-eight-inch cylinder and one eighty-four-inch

Fourdrinier machine, built by Eice, Barton & Fales'

Machine- and Iron-Works, of Worcester, Mass. The

finishing-room is fifty by one hundred, and lia.s two

stacks of super-calenders. The cutting-room is forty

by fifty, and the dust is removed by a Sturtevant ex-

haust blower.

There are three large rotary boilers, with capacity

for ten tons of paper per day. About sixty hands

are employed.

Feb. 1, 1879, the firm was changed by taking into

partnership Charles A. Whedon and George S. Ar-

nold, making five in the firm at present time.

The buildings are protected from fire by a complete

system of automatic sprinklers (Parmelee's patent)

and the town watei'-works, with six double hydrants

in the yard and directly in front of the mill. In

addition to the town supply of water, they have a

large Holyoke Machine Company's double rotary

fire-pump, capable of supplying eleven hundred

gallons of water per minute. Steam for drying, boil-

1 ing, and heating is suj^pliod from four steam boilers.
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This firm are now (May, 1880) building wood-pulp

works, to be run in connection witli the present

mills.

The store-house, forty by one hundred and fifty,

two stories, for manufactured and raw stock, is situ-

ated across the canal, about one hundred and twenty-

five feet distant from the mills.

The Wilkinson Bros. & Co.'s mills rank among
the leading establishments of the kind in the coun-

try, and are such as give character and stability to

a town. Manilla, colored, envelope, and hardware

papers are manufactured, known by the trade as the

" Derby Mills."

Radcliff Brothers, manufacturers of hosiery goods,

erected their factory in 1874. They employ about

one hundred and ten persons, and the value of an-

nual product is one hundred and forty thousand

dollars.

The Derby Cotton-Mills, Robt. Adams proprietor,

Avere established in 1880. They employ three hun-

dred and twenty-five hands, have seventeen thousand

spindles, and turn out four thousand five hundred

pieces of goods per day. Value of annual jjroduct,

three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. The mills

manufacture linings, mosquito-netting, buckram, and

crinoline.

Among other enterprises may be mentioned the

Beardsley Building Company, Zachariah Spence,

machinist, and Church Brothers, manufacturers of

brackets and wooden-ware.

Shelton Water Company.—The village of Shelton is

supplied with water by the Shelton Water Company.

The ofiicers of the company are : President, D. W.
Plumb ; General Agent, C. H. Nettleton.

Sharon Bassetfs Bolt-Factory was established in

1872, and at present employs about sixty persons.

Value of annual product, one hundred thousand

dollars.

G. C. Maltby & Son, manufacturers of spoons, forks,

and Maltby's decorated cocoa-nuts, is a flourishing

establishment, and employs about eighty persons.

The factory building was erected by the late Edwin
Wooster, who was drowned in the Housatonic in

April, 1876.

Wilcox & Howe, manufacturers of carriage-hard-

ware, employ about forty persons, and the value of

annual product is about one hundred thousand

dollars.

The Star Pin Company was established in 1867 at

Wells Hollow, with Geo. H. Peck, president, and

Joseph Tomlinson, secretary and treasurer. Their

present brick factory in Shelton was erected in 1875.

They employ fifty hands, and the value of the annual

product is about one hundred and fifty thousand

dollars.

D. W. Plumb is the present president of the com-

pany, and G. H. Peck secretary and treasurer. In

addition to pins, hooks, and eyes, hairpins are also

manufactured.

MILITARY RECORD.

From records in the adjutant-general's office.

FOURTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company A.

Joel N. Bradley, enl. Aug. 7, 18G2 ; wounded ; must, out May 31, 1864.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company D.

S. J. Burden, enl. Aug. 13, 18G2 ; died Nov. 29, 1862.

F. W. Curtis, enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; trans, to Invalid Coi-ps.

F. R. Clark, eul. Aug. 11, 1862; must, out July 19, 186.5.

D. S. Garett, enl. Aug. 11, 1862
;
pro. to second lieutenant ; must, out

July 19, 1865.

Ira C. Northrop, enl. Aug. 15, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

S. Rounds, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; wounded and trans, to Vet. Corps.

G. S. Webster, enl Aug. 6, 1862 ; must, out June 2, 1865.

E. L. Webster, enl. Aug. G, 1SG2; discli. Jan. 27, 1863.

C. S. Wells, enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; wounded and disch. Nov. 28, 1864.

John Qunleon, enl. Marcli 31, 1864; must, out Bee. 25, 1865.

FIFTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company K.

George Smith, enl. March 30, 1864; must, out Dec. 21,1865.

Company F.

J. La Salle, eTil. Sept. 6, 1864 ; must, out July 20, 1865.

FIRST CAVALRY.

Company B.

Amos H. Wheeler, enl. Nov. 25, 1861 ; disch. Nov. 2.5, 1864.

A. L. Burr, enl. Nov. 19, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 13, 1865.

H. N. Burr, enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; must, out June 9, 1865.

Company G.

John Gutlirie, enl. Sept. 7, 1864.

THIRD INDEPENDENT- BATTERY.

George Inman, enl. Sept. 5, 1864 ; must, out June 23, 1865.

D. S. Rockwell, enl. Sept. 5, 1864 ; must, out June 23, 1865.

J. Scholby, enl. Sept. 3, 1864 ; must, out June 23, 1865.

FIRST ARTILLERY.

Company E.

F. Tomlinson, enl. Dec. 5, 1863 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

Company F.

Adam Biegal, enl. Dec. 3, 1864 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

SIXTH REGIMENT.

Company G.

Frederick Miller, enl. Dec. 3, 1864; killed Feb. 22, 1865.

ELEVENTH REGIMENT.

Company C.

J. Graber, enl. March 22, 1864 ; must, out Dec. 21, 1865.

James Jackson, enl. March 24, 1864 ; wounded and must, out Dec. 21, 1865.

William Smithy, enl. March 23, 1864 ;
captured.

Company I.

James Hassett, enl. Dec. 28, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

Henry Moore, enl. March 31, 1864.

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT.

Company D,

George Inman, enl. Aug. 27, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

L. H. Whitney, enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; disch. Feb. 1, 1863.

Charles Beard, enl. Aug. 31, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

B. Brouson, enl. Aug. 25, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

F. M. demons, enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

S. A. Benedict, enl. Aug. 23, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

AVilliam Brooks, enl. Aug. 25, 1862.

L. N. Bronson, enl. Aug. 25, 1862; died June 30, 1863.

C. L. Burrite, enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

0. N. Blackman, enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

T. C. Cornell, enl. Aug. 25, 1862 ; killed June 23, 1863.

H. L. Dorman, enl. Aug. 25, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.
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J. Kwoii, eiil, Aug. 30, 18G2; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Jumcs Iliihliell, eiil. Aug. 25, 1802; (liHcli. Aug. 31, 18(i3.

O. IIulilicll, unl. Aug. 30, IHCri ; ilitfch. Aug. 31, lK(i3.

E. A. llupkiiis, oiil. Aug. 30, 18M ; Jiscli. Aug. 31, ]Kli3.

D. Hucldns, enl. Aug 30, 180'2
;
discli. Aug. 31, 18G3.

Cliai-les Juilsoii, onl. Aug. 20, 1802 ; (UhcI]. Aug. 31, 18G3.

0. L. Rowley, oul. Aug. 30, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

J. Scholly, cnl. Aug. 30, 1802; ili.scli. Aug. 31, 18C3.

S. T.vtlier, onl. Aug. 30, 1802 ; iliscli. Aug. 31, 18C3.

G. S. Tlioiupsi.u, enl. Sept. 2, 1802; (liaeli. Aug. 31, 1803.

D. Ufford, enl. Aug. 30, 1802; iliscli. Aug. 31, 1803.

I). S. Wheeler, enl. Aug. 30, 1802: discli. Aug. 31, 1803.

Albert Yale, enl. Aug. 27, 1802 ; discli. Aug. 31, 1803.

Cktmpaity G.

J. r. Huhbcll, onl. Nov. 12, 1802; trans, to Inv. Corps.

NINTH REGIMENT.

Compamj F.

James Howard, cnl. March 31, 1804; must, out Aug. 3, 18C3.

FIFTH REGIMENT.

\Villiam Armstrong, onl. March 10, 1804.

\Villiam King, enl. March 16, 1804.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

THE SIIELTON FAMILY OF CONNECTICUT.

As far as is known, the Sheltons scattered through

the Nortliern States are descendants of Daniel Shel-

ton, and those in the Soutliern States, where tlie name
has often been clianged to Chilton, are descendants of

Richard Shelton, his brother.

The old home of the Shelton family in England
was at Shelton, in County Norfolk, but the branch

from which the American Sheltons are descended

were more recently in Derbyshire. Daniel and Rich-

ard Shelton came to this country before 1690, Richard

going to Virginia and Daniel to Stratford, Conn.,

where he settled. He was one of the non-resident

proprietors of Waterbury, Conn., and owned lands in

Stratford, Stamford, Farmington, Oxford, Woodbury,
and Derby. He lived in that part of Stratford called

Long Hill. He married April 4, 1692, Elizabeth,

daughter of Samuel Welles and granddaughter of

Hon. Thomas Welles, one of the early Governors of

Connecticut; he died in January, 1728, at about

sixty j-ears of age. He liad two daughters and seven

sons. One son died aged twenty-one, the others mar-
ried and lived within what were then the limits of

the town of Stratford.

The eldest son, Joseph Shelton, born June 24, 1696,

married Mary, daugliter of Joseph Hollister, of Glas-

tonbury. Joseph Shelton lived at Long Hill ; he died

there vVug. 10, 1782, aged eighty-six. He liad four

daughters and two sons,—Joseph, who died aged four-

teen, and William Shelton, born July 26, 1739, who
married, Oct. 1, 1764, Susannah, daughter of Thomas
Strong, of Brookhaven, L. I., a descendant of Elder

Jolui Strong, of the Dorchester colony. Elder Brews-
ter, of tlie " Mayflower," and Roger Ludlow, Deputy-

Governor of MaasachusettH. William 8heltf*n lived

at Long Hill ; he died .Jan. 27, ]8j2, aged hcvonty-

tliree. He had two daughters and kIx hou.s. Pliilo-

and Thomas died without i.-ssuc. William, Jr., grad-

uated at Yale in 1788, was a physician, and lived in

Huntington. Two of his sons were physicians,—Dr.

William Shelton, of Stratford, and Dr. .James Shel-

ton, of Huntington.

Selali, son of William Sliclton, had eight daughter)*

and two sons. George lived in Ohio and Mi.ssouri,

and Alfred in Huntington, where his de»ccndantH

now live.

George, son of William Shelton, had two sons,

—

Charles, who was for eight 'years medical missionary

in India, and George Wellington, who lives in Bir-

mingham, Conn.

Joseph, eldest son of William Shelton, born Aug.

27, 1765, married, Nov. 24, 1791, Charity, daughter of

Stephen Lewis, of Stratford, Conn. .Joseph Shelton

lived at Long Hill ; he died Sept. 1, 1848, iiged eighty-

two; he had three daughters and five .sons.

The youngest son, Edward Nelson Shelton, was

born Sept. 4, 1812 ; he received his education at the

public school in Huntington and the academy in

Derby, at Partridge's then celebrated academy in

Middletown, the last year of its existence, and from

scientific lectures at Yale during one winter. He is

a man of prudence and generosity, of keen business

foresight and great public spirit, having been always

a leader in whatever was for the welfare of the town

or the church of which he is a member, a man of

honor and strict integrity, a wise counselor, and a

true friend.

Mr. Shelton's business career has been one of

marked success. He has been identified with manu-
facturing, mining, banking, and various other enter-

prises. He commenced manufacturing tacks, nails,

etc., in 1836, at Birmingham, and has continued the

same successfully to the present time, besides a.-;suin-

ing responsibilities as chief executive oflicer of many
other corporations. He luis held the oflicc of presi-

dent of the Birmingham National Bank—formerly

the Manufacturers' Bank—since its organization in

1848, and that of president of the Ousatonic Water
Company since it was organized in 1866. Nothing

that Mr. Shelton has been connected with has so well

shown to the public his energy, pci"severaiu-e. and

business ability as this. The project of building a

dam across the Ousatonic River had long been con-

sidered, and to Mr. Shelton's efllxirts the fulfillment of

it is principally due. The labor in connection with

it was very varied and arduous ; four distinct eftorts

were required : first, the securing the land, then the

charter from the Legislature, then the necessary cap-

ital, and then the supervision of the work in all its

details until the result was obtained in the develop-

ment of one of the finest water-powei-s in the country,

and the establishment of the thriving and growing

village which, in his honor, is called Shelton.
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G. A. SIIELTON, M.D.

Gould Abijah Shelton, the subject of this sketch, is

'the fourth son of Judson Curtiss and Hannah Lewis

Shelton, and was born in Huntington, Aug. 19, 1841.

He received his early education at the common schools

of his town, but at eighteen years of age, desirous of

pursuing a more extended course of study, he entered

Staples Academy at Eastoii, Conn., where he remained

three years under the popular instructor H. W. Sig-

lar, thus making thorough preparation for a collegiate

course at Yale, in which institution he matriculated

in 1862. During his junior year, he left his class to

engage in the work of teaching. Late in 1864 he ac-

cepted the position of instructor in the languages and

mathematics in Mountain View Seminary, at Fish-

kill-on-the-Hudson ; the year following he was elected

principal of the public school at Port Washington,

Long Island, N. Y. Filling his engagements here

with credit to himself and satisfaction to his patrons,

he decided to follow the bent of a long-felt inclina-

tion, and at once entered the medical school at Yale

College, from which institution, after three years of

arduous application,—in the class of1869,—he received

the degree of M.D., immediately afterwards locating

in the new village of Shelton, in his native town, and

offering his professional services to the public.

It is not a little remarkable that Huntington should

have enjoyed a succession of as capable men, of the

same profession and family name, extending over so

long a period. William Shelton, Jr., M.D., received

his degree from Yale in 1788 ; he was a native of

Huntington, and until his death, Aug. 29, 1819, en-

joyed a highly successful i^ractice. He was succeeded

by his son, Dr. James Hovey Shelton, who, through-

out life, was held in the highest esteem, both as a man
and as a physician. His labors closed with his death,

which occurred on May 10, 1868. The jirofessional

mantle fell upon the nephew of this latter representa-

tive, and to-day Dr. G. A. Shelton not only enjoys the

advantages of the prestige of a century, but for his

own worth and ability, through his own energy and

success, he has attained an enviable place in his pro-

fession and the society in which he moves. For nine

years he has been an active member of the board of

school visitors, always taking a lively interest in every-

thing that elevates the educational standing of the

schools of his town. For three years he has been

register of vital statistics, and is a member of the Fair-

field County, Connecticut State, and American Med-
ical Associations.

Dr. Shelton was united in marriage, June 16, 1874,

to Emily Plumb Capel, niece of Hon. D. W. Plumb,

of Shelton. Miss Capel was born in Bridgeport, Conn.,

Aug. 12, 1847.

GENEALOGY.

G. A. Shelton is tlie son of Judson C, who Avas the

son of Samuel Frederick, who was the son of Daniel,

who was the son of Samuel, who was the son of Dan-

iel, the first settler of the name in Connecticut.

DAVID SHELTOX.
Daniel Shelton, the great-grandfather of the subject

of this sketch, with his brother Richard, emigrated to

this country from Yorkshire, England, in the year

1690. Daniel settled in the town of Stratford, Fair-

field Co., Conn., Richard going to Virginia. Daniel

married Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel Wells, of

Wethersfield, Conn., who bore him nine children,

—

Elizabeth, Sarah, Joseph, Daniel, Thaddeus, Samuel,

James, John, and Josiah.

Samuel, the fourth son, married Abigail, daughter

of Philo and Mahitaba Nichol, by whom he had four-

teen children,—Mary, Daniel, Samuel, Elizabeth, Da-
vid, Abigail, Joseph, Andrew, Sarah, Ann, Josiah,

Philo, Isaac Wells, and Agur.

Agur, the fourteenth child, was born Aug. 11, 1758,

marrying Abigail Newton, daughter of Eev. Christo-

pher Newton, who bore him six children,—Polly

Amelia, Charles, Avis, Abigail, Christopher Newton,

and David.

David Shelton was born Sept. 17, 1799, and was

united in marriage to Jane Perry, June 4, 1830, dying

June 2, 1872.

Jane Perry was born March 18, 1811, and was the

daughter of A. Hawley Perry, who came to Hunting-

ton at the age of twenty-one years and lived there

until his death, Nov. 21, 1826. Mr. Perry was the

son of Yelverton Perry and Patience Tomlinson, of

Oxford. He married Polly Leavenworth, March 6,

1809. Polly Leavenworth was the daughter of Ed-

mund Leavenworth, the youngest son of Capt. Ed-

mund Leavenworth, who was the son of Dr. Thomas
Leavenworth, the first settler of that name in Fair-

field County.

David and Jane Shelton had but one child, Mary
Jane, born Feb. 8, 1833, and who was united in mar-

riage to Edwin Wooster, May 23, 1860. Being the

only child, great pains were taken in her education

and training, which were amj^ly repaid in the develop-

ment of a character of rare sweetness and vivacity.

In disposition combining amiability and liveliness, she

was the idol of her parents and the acknowledged

favorite of a large circle of friends. Her early death,

which occurred June 4, 1864, no doubt did much to

shorten her father's life and was the first real sorrow

of her mother's life, preparing her, as it were, for an-

other heavier sorrow in the death of her husband.

Mr. Wooster continued to reside with Mr. and Mrs.

Shelton, to whom he was greatly attached, after the

death of his wife, until his own unfortunate death,

April 20, 1876. On the night of April 20, 1876, he

was piloting the " Dunderburg" down the river above

the dam. The night was dark, and, deceived by the

light or shadows, in some way he missed the canal

lock and the boat went over the dam. His two com-

panions were saved, but Mr. Wooster was drowned.

He was a man of more than ordinary business ability,

and by his energy and sagacity did much towards the

successful completion of the dam.
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Mr. Shelton was from a line of farmers, and as a

business man was careful rather than juisliing. In-

heriting comfortable property from his father and ac-

quiring a moderate property by his wife, he was inde-

pendent of trade and traffic, and preferred to quietly

preserve and enjoy that which he had rather than to

strive to accumulate. His accounts were always

straight and accurate, and he never went into debt.

In politics he was a Democrat, as was his father be-

fore him. Quiet and unostentatious in his mode of

life, domestic in his tastes, his amiable and modest

bearing endeared him to a large circle of friends,whom
it was his delight to entertain.

Affectionate in disposition, his marital relations were

most fortunate. In his wife he found a true woman,

a genuine friend,—a warm second in tlie exercise of

that genuine though modest hosjiitality that made his

house a favored resort. Few coujiles perhaps enjoyed

so smooth and pleasant a life as they. Mrs. Shelton

still lives at the old Shelton homestead, preserving her

intellect and activity to a remarkable degree.

Charles Shelton, brother of David, a graduate of

Yale College, is now a practicing physician in the

town of Cheshire, Conn., which town he has repre-

sented in the Senate and lower House of the General

Assembly. Christopher N. and David were graduates

of the Episcopal Academy at Cheshire. Christopher

was town representative for a number of years, and

prominent in educational works.

JAMES B. BRINSMADE.

James B. Brinsmade graduated at Yale .in 1813

;

went to Easton, Pa., as principal of an academy.

About 1820 came to New York and went into mer-

cantile business. He died in 1857. The last twenty-

five years of his life were devoted almost exclusively

to the cause of education for the poor in the city,

acting in the capacity of a trustee of the Public

School Society, and of vice-president of the American

Sunday-School Union. He had four children, all of

whom died early in life without issue excejit his son,

J. B.

He was born in New York City in 1824 (May 1st),

graduated at Yale in 1845, was admitted to the bar in

1847, practiced law in Albany till 1853, then moved
to New York and at once entered into a large prac-

tice. His health failed in 1868, as the result of over-

work and close application to business. He had
already acquired some interests in the iron business

Avhich required attention, and, abandoning his pro-

fession, he became an iron-master, which he con-

tinues to the present time with success. He has six

children,—three boys and three girls,—Henry, 23,

Mary, 21 ; William' B., 16 ;
Eleanor, 13

;
xVlice, 11

;

Charles L., 0. His home in winter is in Brooklyn,

and in summer at Lake Mahopac.

His grandmother was Mary Beebee. Her father was

Rev. James Bcel)ce, the first minister HCttled in Strat-

ford (now Trumljul]). He preached in a "meet-

ing-house" wliicli stood wliere the Trumbull churcli

now stands. He was a chaplain to the army which

invaded Canada in the old French war, and lie liad a

son James, who was a captain in the Kevolution,

and was wounded at Monmouth. Kx-.Tudge Lucien

Birdseye, late of tlie Supreme Court of tlie State of

New York, is grandson of the latter.

liev. James Beebee had another son, Kev. Henry

Beebee (both graduated at Yale). Gen. Henry B.

Carrington, U.S.A., is his grandson. Gen. Carring-

ton was the commander of the expedition which

culminntcd in the Fort Fettcrinan ma.ssacrc. He was

retired for wounds received in service, and was de-

tailed to take the chair of military science in Wabash
College. He is the author of " Absaraka," " Crisis

Thoughts," " Battles of the American Revolution,"

and other works. He also graduated at Yale in

1845.

Mr. J. B. Brinsmade has in his possession the, com-

mission as cajitain of militia issued by Governor

Trumbull to his grandfather, Abraham Brinsmade,

and tradition says that he fought at Ridgefield under

Gen. Benedict Arnold.

NELSON II. DOWNS.

The subject of this sketch is one of the most promi-

nent self-made men now residing in the town of

Huntington. His ancestors for generations had been

tillers of the soil and residents of Fairfiehl County.

His father, Lewis Downs, is to this day remembered

as one of the thriving representative farmers of the

ante-bellum period.

Until eighteen years of age Nelson H. remained

upon his father's farm, doing customary lalior during

the spring and summer and attending the common
schools during the winter season ; his education,

therefore, was limited to an acquaintance with the

ordinary English branches, yet, by his large and

varied experience in subsequent years, and through

general reading, he now has a mind well stored with

much useful information, and holds that place in

society that belongs only to a gentleman of esteem

and intelligence.

When eighteen years of age, with the acquies-

cence of his parents, he left the farm and engaged

in business with his brother, who was then a mer-

chant in the new village of Birmingham. In con-

sideration of health and general preforonces, at the

expiration of ^seven years I\Ir. Downs dispi'ksed of his

mercantile interests and embarked in manufacture

upon his own account, and he ha.s since been more

or less engaged in this kind of industry. He first

made carriage-joints, next matches, then taoks. He
was among the first to manufacture hoop-skirts, and
the very first to nu\ko coi"sets, in the village of Bir-



420 HISTOKY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

mingham. His extraordinary foresight revealed the

advantages, and with characteristic promptness he

anticipated all others in the erection of the first fac-

tory on the west bank of Ousatonic ; he was also

attracted by the beautiful eminence beyond, and

quickly made purchases to the right and to the left,

and early erected upon a point commanding a charm-

ing view one of the most sightly and desirable

residences to be found in the surrounding country.

Altogetlier, Mr. Downs has erected four factories,

and quite a number of dwellings and other buildings.

For eighteen years he gave his personal attention to

his manufacturing business, and throughout the whole

time it was his invariable rule to pay all of his

employees, every fortnight, with his own hands ; he

failed but once, and then on account of sickness.

Using money only as he made it, he conducted his

affairs on the pay-as-you-go system, and in all of his

varied enterprises gave but two notes, and at no time

executed a mortgage on property. His factory was

the first industry of Shelton, his residence the sixth

building ; and this thriving village owes much of its

rapid progress, both as to its manufactories and pri-

vate residences, to the energy and exertions of Mr.

Downs.

The family mansion is worthy of special note.

Beautifully located upon the commanding eminence

that here runs parallel with the river, the view is

superb, taking in Birmingham, Derby, Ansonia, and

miles of the Ousatonic River. In construction it is

characteristic of the man : from basement to garret it

is filled with original conceptions and home-like

conveniences.

Ml'. Downs, we are told, never had political aspira-

tions, and, though frequently urged by his party to

accept nominations, always declined to do so, and

never attended a political caucus. Before the war a

Whig of the Bell and Everett stamp, he has since

voted with the Republicans. He has held various

offices of public trust, the duties of which were faith-

fully and satisfactorily performed.

Warm-hearted and generous in his friendships,

liberal and open-handed in his charities, his ready

and vigorous aid is always counted upon in matters

of public weal. No work of public utility failed to

receive his assistance, and no poor man was ever

turned away from his door. Although Mr. Downs
is not a member of any church, he has always been

liberal in his contributions both to the erection and

support of religious institutions.

Mr. Downs has retired from active business, owing

to bad health, and is now enjoying that leisure which

his successful business career has secured him.

On May 8, 1843, he was united in Avedlock to

Elizabeth B., oldest daughter of Abijah Wallace, by

whom he has had four children, named in the family

genealogy given below. Mrs. Downs is an excellent

lady, justly esteemed by a large circle of acquaint-

ances.

GENEALOGY. '

Joseph Downs, born Jan. 14, 1768, died March 17,

1823 ; Hannah Patterson, wife of Joseph Downs,

born July 28, 1767, died June 9, 1857. To this

couple were born the following children : James,

born July 13, 1786, died Aug. 27, 1868
;
Philo, born I

Aug. 1, 1788, died June 15, 1862 ;
Lewis, born Dec.

19, 1790, died March 19, 1876
;
Ezekiel, born March

j

2, 1793, died March 28, 1866
;
Hepsey, born Sept. 2,

1795, died Aug. 11, 1874; Beach, born Dec. 18, 1797,
,

died July 28, 1865; Hannah, born Jan. 8, 1800, died
j

Feb. 13, 1853
;
Webb, born July 25, 1802, died March

(

9, 1874
;
Eliza, born July 2, 1804, died Oct. 24, 1846.

Lewis Downs was united in marriage to Mary Gil-

bert, and to them were born the following children:
;

Sidney A., born Aug. 18, 1817
;
Henry L., born Feb.

7, 1820, died Feb. 10, 1872; Nelson H., born Nov.

18, 1821.

Eli Gilbert, father of Mrs. Lewis Downs, died

Oct. 18, 1847, at the age of eighty-four ; his wife died :

Sept. 2, 1840, at the advanced age of eighty-two ; and ]

their daughter, the wife of Lewis Downs, lived to the

ripe old age of eighty.

To N. H. Downs and wife were born the following

:

Sarah E., born July 30, 1845, who lived but one

month ; Hattie W., born Feb. 28, 1849 ; Edward W., :

born Oct. 20, 1852; Lizzie, born Jan. 15, 1863.

Hattie W. was married to H. F. Wanning, June

14, 1869. There were three children,—to wit, Gracie

E., Frankie N., and Hattie D.

Edward W. was married to Maggie Barker, May 4,
,

1874; at the expiration of two years this union was .

dissolved by the death of his beloved wife, leaving a

son named Frank Westley. On April 30, 1879, Ed-

ward W. Downs was married to Alice Benedict. '

Abijah Wallace was born Nov. 3, 1794, and died '

Dec. 26, 1877. Pauline Wakeman, his wife, was born
j

Aug. 15, 1797, and died Sept. 15, 1847. Their daugh-

ter, Elizabeth B., Avife of N. H. Downs, was born '

Nov. 6, 1821.

D. W. PLUMB.

Among those thoroughly identified with the busi-

ness and social interests and general prosperity of

Huntington, particularly the part embraced by Shel-

ton, none are more worthy than he Avhose name ap-

pears at the head of this sketch.

D. W. Plumb was born Oct. 13, 1808; he is of Eng-

lish descent, though his ancestors were early settlers

in the town of Milford, New Haven Co., Conn. His

father Noah, his grandfather David, and his great-

grandsire Noah, were all farmers of highly respectable

standing, and residents of this section of New Eng-

land.

AVhen David was five years of age his father re-

moved with his family to what is now known as North

Bridgeport, where he resided until his death, in 1862,

at fourscore years of age. He was a citizen of esti-
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mable worth, and always wielded a good influence

ill tlic comimmity when; lie resided. lie represented

Bridgeport numy times in tlie LegiHliiture, iuid in the

year 1841 both father and son David were re])resenta-

tives of their respective districts in tlie State Senate.

David's motluir, whose maiden name was Urania

Welles, was . of Stratford. She was a descendant of

Hon. Tliomas Welles, wlio was Governor of the State

in 1655 and 1658. Slie died in her eighty-second year.

David was tlie eldest of eiglit chihlron, wlioin we

name in the order of their birth,—viz. : David W.,

Louisa T. (deceased), Mary N. (deceased), Hepsy B.

(deceased), Sally E., Elias N. (deceased), Emily M.,

and Horace S.

David enjoyed the advantages of the common and

select schools of his day, and at twenty-four years we

find him selling goods on his own account in a small

country store in North Bridgeport. He closed busi-

ness here in 1836 to engage in the manufacture of

woolen goods at the new village of Birmingham,

where he continued till 1848, when, to enlarge the

business, he removed to Ansonia, and there remained

in the same line of industry till 1865, when he dis-

posed of his interests to the Slade Manufacturing

Company. Three years later he erected in Shelton

his present residence, upon a site that commands a

view of the grandest business enterprise with which

he was ever identified. To the brain, nerve, and

money of E. N. Shelton, D. W. Plumb, and others,

thousands who once knew nothing of the beautiful

Ousatonic are indebted for the opportunity they to-

day enjoy for obtaining an easy support—yes, in

many instances, considerable fortune.

From the beginning of the enterprise, Mr. Plumb

has been prominent in the affairs of the Ousatonic

Water Company.

In addition to his varied business cares and trusts,

Mr. Plumb has been active in Iiis investigation and

elucidation of questions affecting the nation's liistory,

the State's prosperity, and his county and town's gen-

ral interests. He represented the town of Derby in

the State Legislature in the years '38, '52, '60, '62,

and '64, the only person who has been so frequently

chosen to rejiresent the town since the adojition of the

constitution. He was a senator from the Fifth Dis-

trict in 1841.

In 1860 he procured the passage of the act author-

izing the removal of the Bank of Noi'th America

from Seymour to Ansonia, and in 1862 obtained the

charter of the Savings Bank of Ansonia. The Bank

of North America on its removal to Ansonia had its

title changed to that of ''Tlie Ansonia Bank," of

which he was president for quite a time, and until his

resignation. He is now vice-president of Birming-

ham National Bank. In 1864 he obtained the charter

for the borough of Ansonia and the incorporation of

the Ousatonic Water Company. The latter was

strongly opposed by parties who were interested in

shad-fisheries.

It will thus be seen that the life of Mr. Plumb has

I

been one of active busitii;ss enterjjrises, beginning in

early boyhood and attaining jiractical results rarely

!

realized as the fruits of one's own unaided exertions.

In addition to business concerns and official duties,

he has been thoroughly identified with the growing

interests of the villages of Ansonia, Birmingham, and

j

Shelton. He has grown up with them, they have

grown up with him. By honesty and constancy of

I purpose, sound judgment, and strict integrity in all

dealings, he was enabled to early gain the confidence

of the community and to successfully terminate mat-

ters that he undertook. He never st^joped to any

meanness in all his varied- transactions : there ha.s

been no double-dealing. He hates shams of all

kinds; pretensiojis and superficial seemings he ab-

hors. He constitutes a notable specimen of the

American growth which starts from small beginnings,

encounters adversity, yet conquers, and develops into

wealth, wide personal influence, and financial control.

In politics a staunch Eepublican ; in religion not

an avowed professor, yet churches and ministers of

all denominations could testify to his liberality.

Mr. Plumb has been married twice, but ha.s no

children,—first to Miss Clarissa Allen, of Derby, who
died in 1865 without issue ; and in 1875 he married

Miss Louise Wakelee, of Huntington.

AVILLIAM WILKINSON,

of Wilkinson Bros. & Co., was born in Nottingham,

England, in 1884. When six years of age his father

moved to Canada East and bought a farm. William

remained with his father for ten years, in the mean
time receiving fi'oin the district schoolsagood English

education.

At sixteen years of age William went into the pine-

woods of the Adirondack Mountains and engaged in

the lumbering l>usincss for one year. Next we find

him a i)upil at Dunham Flat Academy, where he re-

mained eighteen months. Upon quitting school, with

the capital accumulated in the mountains, he began

the sale of merchandise, traveling through the coun-

try with a horse and wagon while disposing of his

wares. Quitting his business at twenty-one years of

age, he emigrated to the territory of Minnesota, where

he followed the trade of a mason for four years. At

twenty-two he married Miss Elizabeth E. Fay, by

whom he had one daughter, Emma, now deceased.

As an evidence of Mr. Wilkinson's popularity at his

new home, it is worthy of remark that within four

years after locating he was elected to the responsible

office of high sheriff of the county, which position

he filled for three consecutive terms.

At twenty-six he went to Pike's Peak,—the year of

the discovery of gold in that locality. Along with

thousands of othei-s from the States, he found in

his search for gold a bitter experience and disajvpoint-

I mcnt. He was fortunate in losinir onlv one-half of his
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capital, which at that time amounted to fifteen hun-

dred dollars.

Returning to Minnesota he resumed his business as

a mason, which he continued until the death of his

wife, an event that occurred when he was thirty years

of age. Pretty soon we find him in New York City

with a cash caj^ital of three dollars. At the sugges-

tion of an older brother, he invested two dollars and

seventy-five cents in one ream of tissue paper, which

he disposed of at three dollars and twenty-five cents.

His next sale was one bundle of twenty-four by

thirty-six paper, which was sold to Barnum Bros.,

clothiers, of Chatham Square. He assisted his brother

at chores, who was employed at Wm. H. Parson's

store, and made that place his headquarters, doing

business in the manner above named for about twelve

months. At the expiration of this time he and his

brother Josepli began business on their own account

at No. 42 Duane Street, their joint capital being two

thousand two hundred and eighty-five dollars. They

prospered for eighteen months, when William pur-

chased his brother's interest for eight thousand dol-

lars. He admitted as a partner his brother Thomas
P., who added four hundred dollars to the capital.

Two years later William H. Leach was admitted into

the firm. In 1870, owing to the increase of business,

larger and better quarters were taken at No. 72

Duane Street. Prospei'ity again followed, and in 1871

they decided to build a mill of their own, to be oper-

ated in connection with the store, and it was agreed

that William Wilkinson should locate, build, and run

the mill. His attention was early called to the ad-

vantages of the power of the Ousatonic Water Com-
pany, and, after examining the location, he decided on

erecting the mill at Slielton, in the town of Hunting-

ton. A fine establishment was built and and run suc-

cessfully until the fourthday of November, 1878, when,

at 4.30 P.M., it was totally destroyed by fire. The insur-

ance was adjusted on the 28th of November, and in

the afternoon of the same day work was begun on the

new mill, and, through the force and energy of Mr.

Wilkinson, it was completed and the manufacture of

paper begun in just four months and eighteen days

from the date that rebuilding was commenced. The

total length of the mill is four hundred and thirty-

five feet, and it covers about two acres of ground.

Owing to the increase of business, on the 1st of Feb-

ruary, 1879, two new partners were admitted,—Charles

A. Whedon, of New York, and George S. Arnold, of

Birmingham, Conn.,—and another store, No. 74 Duane

Street, New York City, was occupied. The company

deals in all kinds of paper and twines in New York,

and manufacture A No. 1 Manillas, all the different

colored papers, English hardware and Bristol boards.

The " Derby Mills " are among the largest in the man-

ufacture of paper in the United States. They employ

about seventy hands and have a daily capacity of

twenty thousand pounds of paper. In addition to their

own mill, Wilkinson Bros. & Co. control five others,

selling them their stock and taking their product. The
company are at the time of this writing engaged in

erecting a large wood-pulp mill over two hundred feet

long, to be run in connection with the present estab-

lishment. The firm's annual business is in excess of

one million five hundred thousand dollars,—an out-

growth of a cash capital of three dollars,—all of

which has been accorajjlished in sixteen years.

Mr. Wilkinson is a man of extraordinary energy,

keen judgment, and great foresight. He knows no

such word as failure; undertakings which would

stagger the majority of men are inaugurated by him
and pushed through to successful consummation.

Sharp and curt at times when busy, at others he is

one of the most courteous and agreeable of gentlemen.

In charity, he is one of the readiest and most liberal
;

he lends substantial encouragement to all enterprises

that are for the public good.

He has built two elegant residences in Shelton,

one of which is occupied by himself and family, the

other by the relict of a former employee, who lost his

life while doing hazardous work for the company.

Mr. Wilkinson is a living example from which all

may learn to conquer fortune and meet with general

success.

It will be seen that it was by no mere luck or

chance that he is to-day at the head of such a stu-

pendous enterprise as the Derby Mills ; it is owing to

early formed habits of economy, persevering dili-

gence, and unfaltering application to whatsoever he

had undertaken. Never idle himself, he has no sym-

pathy whatever with the drones of society. We meet

with no more apt disciple of the school that teaches

" whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy

might."

Mr. Wilkinson devotes himself to his business rather

than to political affairs, and, although frequently

urged to do so, he has never allowed his name to be

used for office by either party.

For his second wife Mr. Wilkinson married Hannah

Maria Briggs, by whom he has three children,—John

A., Frederick Charles, and Albert Theodore.

HON. ROYAL M. BASSETT.

This gentleman was born in the town of Derby,

Nov. 22, 1828. His education was obtained at the

common district schools, except one year that was

spent at the Academy of Stiles and French, at New
Haven, and two annual terms at the Haddem Academy.

His father, Sheldon Bassett, was one of the leading

men of Derby, and a pioneer in the business enter-

prises of Birmingham, which have brought to the

towns of Derby and Huntington their present pros-

perity.

He was long engaged as a merchant, then as a

manufacturer. He held many official positions with

credit, but after the purchase of the Colburns' iron-

foundry, in 1850, he devoted all his time to this busi-
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ness enterprise until his death, wliicli occurred June

26, 1864, in the .sixtieth year of his age.

On the decease of his fatlier, lioyal M., with his

brother Theodore, managed the iron-ibundry with

great success, giving steady empkjynient to about one

hundred and twenty-five hands for sixteen years,

malving it a valuable and most desirable establish-

ment to Birmingham.

Under its jiresent management it is among the first

solid manufacturing concerns in the Naugatuck Val-

ley.

Royal M. Bassett has been engaged in various

manufacturing enterprises, railroads, and real estate

operations during more than a quarter of a century.

Is now director in three railroad companies, and

president of a Northern railroad. His adaptation to

this kind of business is remarkable, and he has man-

aged with such skill and judgment as to gain the

confidence and good will of all with whom he has

been associated.

President of the iron-foundry sixteen years, warden

of the borough of Birmingham for two years, an

active, efficient, and influential committeeman of the

Birmingham public schools for twelve years, besides

filling with honor many other local positions. These

united have placed him among the reliable and
public-spirited men of his native town.

The Ousatonic water enterprise, which is the out-

growth of Shelton, and makes an enterprising and
flourishing spot in Fairfield County, was encouraged

and fostered by Mr. Bassett. He was one of its active

company workers, also one of the original incorpo-

rators of the company, and is now one of its directors.

He was also one of the incorporators of the Derby
Gas Company, located in Shelton, and being now a

stockholder and principal director, identifying him
largely with the interests of this infant village, for

these reasons he very properly deserves the place

accorded him in this history.

In all his business transactions he has proved him-
self a thoroughly upright man, and has been remark-

ably successful in his large and diversified pursuits.

Mr. Bassett's mother was Harriet Hull, a niece of

Gen. William Hull, of Detroit notoriety. In 1858,

Royal T\I. was married to Mrs. Frances J. Stratton,

of Bridgeport, by whom he has had three children,

two sons and one daughter.

Mr. Bassett has never mingled much in politics,

though he has always been a warm Democrat, and
has represented the Fifth Senatorial District in the

Legislature with credit to himself and honor to his

party.

Social, affiible, of great gentlemanly bearing, liberal,

and ever willing and ready to forward any needed
Avork for the public good, he stands among the popu-
lar and influential citizens of his native place and
the adjoining town of Huntington.

EDMUND LEAVKNWOUTH.*

Edmund Leav(;nworth was Ijorn in Huntingt/^n,

Conn., Dec. 14, 1766, and was closely idc-ntifif^l with

the afl'airs of the town for nearly tliree-quarters of a

century. Ills early life was spent in active work on

his father's farm and in shipbuilding. Having a

constitution naturally robust, this early training de-

veloped a fine physitjuc and great muscular strength,

and he became very fond of athletic sports, jumping,

wrestling, hunting, and horse-racing. He was fond

of deer-hunting on horseback, and made frwjuerit

visits to Long Island to enjoy this sport. He wa« the

owner of many fine horses at different times, and races

on the road lying along the river-bank near his resi-

dence were of frequent occurrence. At these races

many of the best horses of the surrounding country

were competitors. With Mr. Leavenworth, however,

these sports were but the spicing of a very active and

busy life. His place was noted for the amount of

business done there. At all hours of the day men
and teams could have been seen busily engaged,

some scoring and hewing and others hauling timber

for the building of bridges, wharves, and ships. In

these pursuits a large number of horses and oxen

were employed, and, true to his taste, Mr. Leaven-

worth took particular pride in the best animals that

could be obtained. His judgment of such stock was

remarkably good. Indeed, his judgment of work-

manship in scoring and fitting was such tliat journey-

men, as recommendation to themselves, would refer

to the fact that they had hewed timbers for Edmund
Leavenworth. He built several sloops at his ship-

yard, the last two of which were fitted out for the

West India trade, but, being captured by French pri-

vateers in the war of 1812, involved him in financial

ruin. His claims for indemnity were covered by the
" French Spoliation Bill," but these claims were never

paid by the United States government.

Genial, warm-hearted, benevolent, strongly attached

to his friends, he possessed great personal popularity.

His influence in town affairs was such that he could

command a majority for any measure he wished to

carry. He was elected selectman for thirteen succes-

sive years, and the poor of the town were never better

cared for than during this time. In his political pref-

erences he was Democratic, having never voted any
other ticket in his life. He cast a vote at every Presi-

dential election from Washington's to Buchanan's,

and in later life referred to this fact with great pride.

At one time he left New London in a sloop on the

morning of election-day and arrived at the voting-

place (Stratford) fifteen minutes before the polls were

closed.

Mr. Leavenworth Avas truly an original character,

having attended school but three days. Fanuliiirly

called " Uncle Ed" by those who knew him late in

life, he is still quoted as the author of pithy and quaint

* Tliis iianio is sometimes spolleit without tlic "a."



424 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

remarks, expressions, and anecdotes. His manners

and language were unpolished, but the roughness was

outward rather than within, for there was a kindness

and sympathy within him which but few possess.

In his maturer years he inclined more to the ways of

religion, and, his choice being the Episcopal Church,

he united with them, and was a member of that com-

munion when he died. Fairfield County doubtless

contained many more highly cultured than Edmund
Leavenworth, but it had very few who were more

whole-souled and generous and ready to help the suf-

fering in time of need.

Although but twelve years of age in 1777, when his

father, Capt. Edmund, was ordered to Fairfield with

his company, he volunteered to go, and served as a

waiter to his father in tliat campaign, joining tlie

company as a private Aj^ril 2, 1777. When his father

with his company was again ordered out, in 1779,

Edmund again enlisted as a private, and served during

the campaign.

He died in Derby, Jan. 20, 1857, aged ninety-one,

and with his two wives, only son, and eldest daughter

lies buried at White Hills. He was married to Mary
Judson, Jan. 5, 1786, and to Amy Tomlinson, Oct.

26, 1823. His children were : Hepsey, born Nov. 17,

1786, died Jan. 18, 1865
;

Polly, born Aug. 27, 1789,

died May 31, 1871 ;
Delilah, born Jan. 1, 1791, died

February, 1876; Maria, born March 13, 1794, still

living, 1880
;

Laura, born Sept. 29, 1796, died Jan.

27, 1865; Edmund, born Dec. 8, 1801, drowned in

Ousatonic River, June 13, 1823.

GENEALOGY.

Edmund Leavenworth was the son of Capt. Edmund
Leavenworth, the son of Dr. Thomas Leavenworth, son

of Dr. Thomas Leavenworth. The last-named is the

progenitor of all the Leavenworth families in the

United States.

HENRY GLOVER.

Henry Glover, youngest son of Simeon Glover, of

Newtown, Conn., was born Nov. 19, 1816.

In early life he served an apprenticeship to the

blacksmith trade, after which he studied for the min-

istry. On account of the weakness of his voice, which

broke down under the effort to preach, Mr. Glover

abandoned the idea of preaching and turned his at-

tention to the school-room, following that profession

for a number of years, teaching in BridgeiJort and

Westport. His health failing him in the school-room,

he entered the stove business in Bridgeport about the

year 1850. This he followed for seven years, remov-

ing to Brookfield to engage in farming in 1856.

There he lived for four years, when, having an oppor-

tunity to sell to advantage, he did so and returned to

Bridgeport, where he entered a foundry. Preferring

farm life, however, for which he had a decided taste,

he only remained in the foundry a year, when he pur-

chased a farm in the town of Huntington, where he

lived for six years. Again meeting with a good offer,

he sold this farm and bought one near the village of

Huntington Centre, where he died Oct. 1, 1879, fall-

ing dead from his chair from heart disease. His

mother also died suddenly from the same cause.

In Huntington Mr. Glover engaged in the dairying

and gardening business, making a success of it and

gradually improving and beautifying his quiet coun-

try home.

In religious belief Mr. Glover was a Universalist,

having joined that denomination when quite a young

man. Forbidden to preach on account of the weak-

ness of his voice, he always took an active interest in

church matters, and was an official of his church or-

ganization at Bridgeport for many years. He was a

man of sterling integrity, living strictly up to his

Christian principles. In manners genial, by nature

kind-hearted, he gained both the respect and the es-

teem of his neighbors and acquaintances, and was

called upon several times to fill offices of public trust.

In politics, Mr. Glover was a Republican from the

first organization of that party, and was alive to all

the questions of the day.

Mr. Glover was married March 20, 1838, to Henri-

etta Smith, daughter of Henry A. Smith, a son of

Fitch Smith, of Derby, Conn. The union was blessed

by two children,—Henry Fordyce, born Dec. 2, 1842,

and Theophilus Nichols, born Aug. 9, 1847.

Henry Fordyce Glover succeeds his father in the

management of the farm and dairy, and is a man
strong in nerve and body.

Theophilus Nichols Glover is a minister of the Uni-

versalist faith, and fills the pulpit of that church at

Dowagiac, Michigan.

Simeon, fatlier of Henry Glover, was married three

times. His third wife, Mary Gregory, bore him four

children,—Ives, Melora, Nancy, and Henry. Simeon

was the son of Henry. Henry had three sons,

—

Simeon, Elias, and Solomon. Henry was the son of

Henry, who was the son of John Glover, who came

to Newtown from Stratford.

REV. THOMAS PUXDERSON.*

The name and the jjleasant face of one long since

glorified will awaken many tender and endearing

recollections in the minds of surviving friends in his

former parishes, in the ministry, and in the church at

large. " His record is on high." To those who knew

him best, in the favored intimacy of home, no earthly

record nor speaking likeness is needed to keep him

ever clearly in sight. To those less favored in the

intimacy of acquaintance, no better memorial can

be offered than the following biographical sketch,

prepared for the New York Observer by the late Rev.

Dr. Hewit, of Bridgeport, a neighboring pastor and

a beloved friend.

* By the Kev. Bolliu S. Stone.
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"The late Rev. Thomas Punderson was born in

New Haven, Conn., Dec. 28, 1783 ; a (lescendant of

John Punderson, one of the original seven i)i]lars of

the First Church, then under the ministry of John

Davenport; was graduated at Yale College, Septem-

ber, 1804; was licensed to preach the gospel in 1806;

spent a part of the summer of 1807 on a mission

to the northwest portion of the State of New York

;

was ordained to the work of the ministry in the

Second Congregational Church and Society in Pitts-

field, Mass., Oct. 26, 1809; was married to Miss Betsey

Day, of Catskill, N. Y., May 4, 1813 ; was dismissed,

in consequence of the reunion of the Second with the

First Church, Feb. 26, 1817 ; was installed pastor of

the church and society in Huntington, Conn., Nov.

18, 1818 ; was dismissed Jan 1, 1844, and died Aug.

1, 1848.

" Being a corporate member of the American Board

of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, he attended

the annual meeting in September last at Buffalo, and

while on his way home he was taken ill of a bowel

complaint, from the effects of which he did not re-

cover. On Thursday morning last, July 27th, a stric-

ture of the large intestines took place, followed by

acute pain, and terminating fatally on the morning of

Tuesday, Aug. 1, in the sixty-fifth year of his age

and the thirty-ninth of his ministry, leaving a widow

and four children (a son and three daughters, one of

whom is married) to mourn their irreparable loss.

" He was aware of the severe and dangerous nature

of his last illness, and when it was evident that his

recovery was hopeless, he manifested the same calm

and even temper which he exhibited through life.

With the tenderness of a husband and a father, and

with the faith, hope, and sublime tranquillity of a

saint, he blessed his wife and children, one by one, in

the name of the Lord ; and when his failing voice

had sunk to a scarcely audible whisper, he exclaimed,

^ Grace, 'tis a charming sound ! Glory to God in the

highest !' and expired.

"The character of Mr. Punderson is more easily

apprehended than it can be described. He was a

transparent man,—' an Israelite indeed.' His piety,

his integrity, his benignity, his humility, his disinter-

estedness, his cheerfulness, his consistency,—indeed,

all his qualities, as a man, a Chi'istian, and a minister

of the gosj^el,—were evident as the light. He walked

with God. In his own house he was a pattern for our

imitation in all that is amiable in domestic life, and

his dwelling was the home of purity, comfort, and

thankfulness. In the house of God he was a good

minister. He was sound in the faith once delivered

to the saints, and he preached the distinguishing doc-

trines of grace with an unction which the love of the

truth only can impart. He was not ambitious, neither

was he covetous or envious. Patiently, meekly, ear-

nestly, constantly, he sought the present peace and

future salvation of all the souls committed to his

care. He loved his work, and he loved his people.

No one hath aught to lay to In- < liaj;/<
; nor is there

any one known who insinuatei] even that iie was not

an exami)le to liclievers in (!V(?ry good word and work.

Few ministers of the gospel, if, indeed, any there are,

who may with more confidence than he exclaim, 'I

am pure of the blood of all men.'

"His funeral was attended on Tliursday, the 3d

inst., ))y a large concourse of the inhabitants of the

town, of all denominations, and from the towns ad-

joining, and by his neighboring bretliren. Tlie deep

solemnity of the people through all the services, from

the dwelling-house to the church and from the church

to the grave, gave impressive witness to tlie universal

conviction that he was a man of fjod, and that he

had gone to receive from the lips of the Ivord, whom
he had served in his life and glorified in his death,

the plaudit, ' Well done, thou good and faithful ser-

vant ! enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.' "

To the foregoing obituary sketch by Dr. Hewit, a

member of Mr. Punderson's family adds the reminis-

cence that in his missionary tour in the State of New
York in the summer of 1807, spoken of above, "he
was accompanied by the Rev. Dr. Bennet Tyler,"

afterwards president of East Windsor Seminary,

Conn., and that " he preached in Rochester when that

place contained but one frame house, and the only

building cajiable of accommodating a congregation

was a barn, which was used on that occasion in lieu

of a church."

.The present writer recalls a temperance meeting

which he had been invited to address in Mr. Punder-

son's ijarish full fifty years ago, when a mere sopho-

more himself, and how, at the close of his youthful

and perhaps useless effort, the beloved pastor came to

his support with a rousing and most effective home-
made and impromptu speech. He drew a striking

comparison between the ravages of strong drink and

those of beasts of prey let loose in a community and

destroying many a jirccious life, while yet the people

did not seem to be at all alarmed and did not bestir

themselves to check the dreadful slaughter.

Near the close of his quarter-century pastorate in

Huntington, when so many churches were wearying of

their old pastors and longing after smart young men,

he one day preached a mildly satirical sermon from

the complaint of the Israelites in the wilderness, " Our
soul loathetli this light bread" (Num. xxi. 5). If

they did not see the quails falling round the camp
that day, they were served with a dish of "strong

meat" well flavored and prepared.

His long, quiet, uneventful life was yet full of idling

points,—full of gentle humor and silent force,—not

tame, dull, monotonous, at all ; "not slothful in busi-

ness : fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." Years

after his decease, and at the grave of his noble wife,

a venerable deacon said, in answer to the inquiry-

how the church had prospered since ho loft it, "We
made a groat mistake when wo let ^Ir. Punderson go."

He belonged to a generation not at all inferior to
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the present, but very unlike.—a generation of min-

isters not adapted to the wants of our more bustling

and aggressive age, but in their day and generation

faithful and beloved, and whose praise was in all the

churches of the land.

Having lost by death one daughter and an only

son, and having survived her husband nearly twenty-

eight years, Mrs. Punderson died in New Haven,

April 30, 1876, and was buried in Huntington, by

the side of her husband and among the friends of her

youth. Two married daughters still survive her,

—

Mrs. Emily P. Eitchie, of Brooklyn, and Mrs. Frances

P. Gilbert, of New Haven.

JOHN I. HOWE,

the eldest son of William Howe and Mary Ireland,

was born in the town of Ridgefield, Conn., July 20,

1793, and died in Birmingham, Conn., Sept. 10, 1876.

He remained at home, working on his father's farm

in the summer and attending the district school in

the winter, until the age of nineteen, when he com-

menced the study of medicine with Dr. Perry, a

physician of that town. He was graduated at the

medical university of New York about the year 1814.

He commenced the practice of his profession in the

city of New York, and for several years was one of

the resident physicians of the New York almshouse.

On the 15th of May, 1820, he was married to Cor-

nelia A., daughter of George Ireland, of New York.

He continued in the city until the year 1829, when he

was compelled, by a severe illness, which seriously

impaired his constitution, to abandon his profession

and his residence, and removed to North Salem, N. Y.

It was a most bitter disappointment to be obliged to

resign a profession to which he was admirably adapted,

and in which he had secured a very honorable posi-

tion.

For two or three years before leaving New York he

became engaged in^experiments on India-rubber, with

a view to its application for the purposes to which it

has since been so successfully applied, and in 1828 he

obtained a patent for rubber compounds. In his own
words, " So far as I know, I was the first person who
attempted to utilize rubber by combining other sub-

stances with it, but I did not happen to stumble upon

the right substance."

While engaged as a physician at the New York
almshouse he had seen English pins made by the

old manual process, and had heard of a machine hav-

ing been invented for that purpose. During the

winter of 1830-31 he employed himself in a series

of experiments with a view to constructing a pin-

machine, which resulted in a rude model. Acquiring

in these eflForts gradually the skill and experience in

mechanical drawing upon which so much depends in

perfecting the details of complicated mechanism, in

the winter of 1831-32 he succeeded in building a

machine at the establishment of Robert Hoe & Co.,

in New York, that was successful as a working model
and would make pins, though in an imperfect way.

This machine was patented in 1832, and in the same
year it was exhibited at the fair of the American In-

stitute, and attracted considerable attention. The
Institute awarded him a silver medal " for a machine
for making pins at one operation." In the winter of

1832, Dr. Howe began to construct a second machine,

which was completed in the spring of 1833. For the

purpose of securing patents in Europe he sailed for

England in May, 1833, and reached London after a

passage of thirty days, then considered short. Patents

were secured in France, England, Scotland, and Ire-

land during the year, and in January, 1834, Dr.

Howe left London for Manchester, where he was en-

gaged in building machines according to the princi-

ples of his invention until the spring of 1835, when
he returned to New York.

In December of that year the "Howe Manufactur-

ing Company," named after its founder, was organ-

ized for the purpose of manufacturing pins by means
of Dr. Howe's machines, and he was appointed general

agent of the company, and in that capacity had the

management of its manufacturing department until

1863. The company, in 1836-37, built five machines

for making what are called "spun-heads," which ma-
chines were all altered into solid-headers, and were

run successfully for a short time, when they were

superseded by a new "rotary" machine, invented by

Dr. Howe. The first rotary was completed in 1838,

but the patent was not taken out until 1840. In 1842

the American Institute of New York awarded Dr.

Howe a gold medal for the " best solid-headed pins,"

which were made on this machine.

Previous to this—to wit, in April, 1838—the com-

pany had removed their manufactory from New York

to Birmingham, Conn., for its advantages in water-

power. This removal compelled Dr. Howe to locate

in Birmingham, where he continued to reside until

his decease.

In 1842, Dr. Howe invented an important improve-

ment in the operation of sticking pins in paper, which

consisted in the construction and operation of" crimp-

ing-bars." Dr. Howe's skill and devotion to the

business compelled success. The early years of the

business were years of struggle and toil. Skilled

labor, appropriate tools, and perfect machinery were

not at command as in these days. The language of the

historian of Derby is well deserved :
" Dr. Howe, with

a persevering courage, contending against prejudice,

inexperience, and poverty, knew no defeat, and must

be placed at the head as the first practical and suc-

cessftxl pin-manufacturer by means of automatic ma-

chinery, however worthy may be his numerous prede-

cessors and competitors, especially Slocum, Fowler,

Atwood, and others;" as also that of Dr. J. L.

Bishop in his " History of American Manufactures :"

Dr. Howe was " the inventor of the first practical

automatic pin-making machine," "and has contrib-









CHARLES HUBBELL,

the subject of this sketch, was born in the

town of Huntington, Fairfield Co., Conn.,

Jan. 5, 1817. Christopher Hubbell, his father,

was a farmer of but moderate means, and gave

to Charles little besides an ordinary education.

Being a man of more than ordinary industry,

who stood not back at small difficulties, he

gradually accumulated a comfortable property,

and gave to his children good educations. In

the matter of education

and schools he was

ever interested, and the

meeting of the district

school board never found

him an absentee. In

disposition Mr. Hubbell

was quiet and domestic,

always finding some-

thing to do on the farm.

In politics an earnest

Democrat, as were all

his people, he gave the

principles of that party,

staunch support, but

never entered into poli-

tics as a debater or office-

seeker. As a neighbor

and a citizen he was a

good man, ready at all

times to face his duty and perform it to the very

best of his ability.

On Sept. 10, 1848, he was united in marriage

to Miss Charlotte A. Shelton, born Jan. 9,

1828. Charlotte A. was the daughter of Wm.
Shelton, son of Jeremiah, the son of Daniel,

who was the son of Thaddeus, son of Daniel

Shelton. Daniel Shelton came from Deptford,

Yorkshire, England, and settled at Long Hill,

Huntington, about 1690.

Mrs. Hubbell's mother was Lucy JohnsG«i,

CHA^ HUBBELL

daughter of Ebenezer Johnson, a tailor and

farmed of Huntington.

Christopher Hubbell, father of Charles, was

married twice. His first wife was Ann Wells,

to whom he was married Dec. 23, 1802, and

who died May 18, 1814. By her he had three

children,—John, born Oct. 27, 1803; Betsy Ann,

born Nov. 4, 1806 ;
Maryette, born Dec. 6, 1807.

John became a sea captain, and died in the

West Indies,—it is sup-

posed, of yellow fever.

Betsy Ann married Mr.

Blakeman, and died Nov.

22,1835. Maryette mar-

ried Mr. Webb Downs,

of Monroe.

Sept. 14, 1815, Chris-

topher Hubbell was mar-

ried to his second wife,

Melissa Tucker, who

bore him three children,

—Charles, born Jan. 6,

s 1817
;
Wells, born June

17, 1818; Jane Melissa,

March^^, 1826.

Mr. Hubbell found in

Charlotte Shelton a faith-

ful helpmate, to whose

industry he owed much,

and to whose affectionate influence his children

owe much. He died Aug. 31, 1878. His chil-

dren are: Amanda M., born Nov. 1, 1850,

married to Geo. P. Bidwell, Oct. 28, 1874;

Theresa J., born Oct. 11, 1854; Warren C,

born March 22, 1860. Warren succeeds to the

management of the farm. The only male repre-

sentative of his branch of the family, he prom-

ises to worthily follow his father's example of

temperance and industry, and is justly held in

esteem by the community.



F. G.PERRY. M B PERRY.
FREDERICK G. AND MILES B. PERRY.

But a little more than one decade ago "the lowing herd

roamed slowly o'er the lea" where now is heard the

buzz and whir of machinery, the rattle of the busy loom,

the heavy thud of the massive trip-hammer. The site

of the present thriving and busy village of Shelton was
" seeded down to grass, its soil undisturbed save by the

farmer's plowshare."

Samuel Leavenworth Perry, son of Abner Perry and

grandfather of P. G. and M. B. Perry, was born Feb.

18, 1762. Growing to manhtiod's estate he married

Anna Davidson and located among the rugged hills

of Huntington, opposite Birmingham, where the town

of Shelton is now located. Undismayed by the rugged-

ness of its aspect, he built the house now occupied by his

grandsons on one of the most commanding building

sites in the vicinity, and commenced the laborious task

of felling timber and removing the stone. Dying Jan.

13, 1828, at the age of sixty-six, hi? son Garry continued

the improvement of the estate, and by his energy and

industry was enabled to make his familj^ comfortable

and prosperous. Garry Perry was born Sept. 13, 1792,

and was married to Sallie Birdseye, of Stratford, Nov.

24, 1824. His wife lived not quite a year, dying Oct.

9, 1826. Mr. Perry remained a widower until Oct. 11,

1837, when he was married to Fanny Bennett, daughter

of Isaac Bennett and Mary Johnson, of Easton. By
this marriage he had two children, Frederick Garry,

born Sept. 29, 1838, and Miles Bennett, born Oct. 6, 1840.

Mr. Perry was a man of delicate strength, industrious

habits, and considerable force of character ; a prominent

member of the Presbyterian Church, taking an active

part in church and school matters of his day. He died

at the age of fifty, Sept. 8, 1842.

The early education of Frederick and Miles Perry

was received at the schools in Birmingham, Frederick

finishing his education at Franklin, N. Y., and Miles

at the academy at Easton, Conn. They engaged in

farming until 1873, when they entered the coal and

wood business in Shelton, in which they are at present

engaged.

Dealing with all alike, they have increased their

business from the sale of one thousand tons of coal the

first year to six thousand tons for 1879. The fact that

these gentlemen live together, keeping no accounts with

each other, but hold their property in common, fittingly

illustrates their feelings towards each other.

Frederick Perry was united in marriage to Miss Mary
E. Beach, Dec. 21, 1870. Miss Beach is a daughter of

David M. and Emily Buckingham Beach, of Trum-

bull. David M. Beach is son of Eli B. Beach, and he

a son of Daniel Beach, a soldier of the Revolutionary

war. Frederick G. Perr)' ha."! had two children, Jessie

Bennett, born April 25, 1872, dj-ing Aug. 22, 1872; and

Emily Blakeman, born July 19, 1874. F. G. Perry

served the town as representative during the session of

1878-79; also as selectman and town agent.

M. B. Perry has never taken part in public politics.

Indeed, it can be said of both that they are disposed

rather to quietly look after their own atfairs than those

of their neighbors or the general public. In politics

both gentlemen are Republicans.

The children of Samuel L. Perry were Anna Maria,

Charlotte, and Garry. Dr. John Tomlinson married

Anna Maria, by whom he had one clvild, S.>iinuol Perry;

and upon her death married Charlotte, by whom he had

two children, John B. and Anna Maria.
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uted efficiently to the establishment of an important

branch of American manufacturcH."

His life was essentially a home-life. To know liim

as he was it was essential to enter that circle. He
was a devourer of books, mostly scientific; ))ut there

were few subjects that escaped his thoughtful investi-

gation. A perseverance that would not turn aside from

its object, that would not be baffled or thwarted, that

come what would his puriJosc must be accomplished,

was his most characteristic trait. Diffidence baulked

his public utterance, but those who have read his

wonderfully clear and readily understood descriptions

of complicated machinery know how thoroughly he

was master of this accomplishment.

While a resident of Birmingham, Dr. Howe held

many offices of trust, and interested himself in all

new business undertakings. Especially was he inter-

ested in that great enterprise which resulted in the

damming of the Ousatonic River, and contributed

by his moral and material aid largely to its success.

In the war for the preservation of the Union he

was responsive to every call, and contributed fifteen

hundred dollars to the families of soldiers who were

at the front.

During the latter years of his life he alternated be-

tween his books and his fruits ; in the cultivation of

the latter, and in the propagation of new species, he

found genuine pleasure, leaving as a legacy more
than fifty new kinds of pears. He died in his garden,

under the branches of a favorite peach-tree, his basket

partly filled with specimens of fruits intended for ex-

hibition at the International Exposition at Philadel-

phia. Thus peacefully and alone he passed away,

in the place where he had spent so many happy
hours. It was on a beautiful Sunday morning in

September. Life rounded and full was ripe for the

gathering along with his fruits.

It is good to contemplate such a life, warm in its

friendships, faithful in its relations, clear in its con-

victions, unbending in its integrity, winning the es-

teem of the wise and the approbation of the good.

Dr. Howe's descendants at the time of his death

were two grandsons and two granddaughters, the

children of his only daughter, Mrs. William E.

Downes.

CHAPTER XLI.

MOKTKOE.

Geographical—Topogrnphical—Stroams—Surface— Soil— Kemiuiscences

of Monroe, by Kev. T. T. Waterman—Early Settlers—Their Locations

—Incidents—Public and Select Schools—Initial Events—St. Peter's

Church—Mineral Deposit—Civil History—Organization of Town

—

First Town-Meeting—Officers Elected—Kepresentatives to tlie General

Assembly from 1824 to 1881.

This town lies in the eastern part of the county,

and is bounded as follows : On the north by Newtown
and the Housatonic River ; on the east by the Housa-

tonic and the town of iluntiiit^Ufn ; on the south by
Huntington and Trumljull ; and on the west by

Easton and Newtown. The surface of the town i»

generally uneven, and in some portions exceedingly

rough. The soil is good and well adapted U) grazing.

IlEMINISCENCES OF ONE HUNDRED YEARS IN
MONROE.*

The following excellent address is not taken entire.

Some extracts not strictly historical have been elim-

inated :

" The fliglit of time, bearing with it all we have of poseeselon, friend-

shii), and life, is full of instruction. Tlic ptuit is the present aa it was and
in. It is all stern reality. In this sens*;, in tlie words of Solomon, that

whicli liath Ijcen now is.

" To-day, !w a church and congregation, we record the passing away of

3,103,000,000 seconds, 51,500,000 minutes, 87i;,fX)0 hours, SH/m days, or

one hundred years of our religious history. Tliis history commenced la

the organization of this cliurcli, Dec. 14, 17<>4. Of tlio order of exerciBes

on that occasion, the place in which the pei-sons by whom those exer-

cises were conducted, the sentiments uttered, the emotions expressed,

tlie portions of Scripture read, tlie hymns sung, the prayers offered, the

sermon preached, we have no record. Tradition Is silent. To my knowl-

edge no one lives to tell us of tliat day and that scene.

"Were it otherwise we might give reality to the enactments of that

interesting hour by a sketch of tlie men, women, youth, and children

who tlien entered into solemn covenant with eacli otlier and with the

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Gatliered amid joy and tears, anxieties

and misgivings, and yet with buoyant and blessed hope to plant, on thin

then wilderness hill-top, a branch of the true vine, which to-day is and
to-morrow and still to-morrow we trust will be, all who on that day

wept and rejoiced around this then new altar of the Lord, this then

new communion-table, have mouldered back to dust. Unknown to us

by name, in their works they live, and by all that is dear in the past and
grateful in the present of our existence as a church, they with the em-
phasis of ' a hundred years ago' greet us in love to-daj'.

" We remember their deeds of Christian heroism and love, and, bid-

ding them ' All hail I' we render thanks unto God and bless His holy

name.
" lu attempting to signalize the hallowed associations of this hour, I

shall notice some particulars connected with the early history of our State

and county, and some as identified with individuals and incidents in our

advance as a church and congregation.

" The settlement of our State commenced in 1G35, or two hundred
and twenty-nine years ago; that of Stratford,—which then embraced
Newlield (now Bridgeport), North Stratford (now Trumbull), New Strat-

ford (now Monroe), and Eijiton (now Huntington),—in 163t>.

" The Indians were numerous at that date in this section. Their
number in the State was computed to be twenty thousand. Of Uiese

some four thousand were trained warrioi-s; three hundred of this class

were in the limits of Huntington. Some of these were friendlv and
greatly aided the fii-st settlers by teaching them the mode of cultivating

corn and of securing other means of subsistence. Others, not a few ot

them, were intensely hostile, and against them and their depredations

the settlers had constantly to watch and in stern battle array to fight.

A yell of an Indian at morning, noon, or midnight was a doleful sound
in the ears of fatlici's and mothei-s and neighboi-s, exposed and wholly
unprotected as they were. Of all this we in our quietude have no just

conception.

" The Indians prepared the ground for corn with the clam-shell or a
small piece of wood sharpened for the purpose, and cultivated it with
the same implements. They leveled large forest-trees such as they
wished for their canoes, some of which accommodated forty or fifty men
by fire and their stone axes.

" In 1639 it is stated there were not more th,au five plows in this State.

The price of a cow wa's one hundred and fifty dollars, of a jvair of oxen
two hundred dolhu's, and at one season that of corn w.as three dollars

per bushel.

" In 1637 the snow lay from the 4tli of November until the 23d of

* By T. T. Waterman. Delivered ou Dec. 14, 1864, at the centennial
celebration of the organization of the Congrog:itiou,il Churvh, Dec. 14,

17C4.



428 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

March, and was at times three or four feet deep. T}ie whole inland of

our State was a perfect wilderness,—no roads, no dwellings, no cultivated

grounds. Wolves, bears, foxes, deer, moose, wild turkeys and fowl of

various descriptions, and Indians were the tenants. Aside from these,

all was solitude, silence, and gloom. Thus, too, was it for nearly one

hundred years from 1G39.

'In the year 171.3 thirty-eight towns had been incorporated. Nine of

these were in Fairfield County,—Stratford, Faii-fleld, Greenwich, Stam-

ford, Norwalk, Woodbury, Daubury, Newtown, Eidgcfield. The popu-

lation of the State was then seventeen thousand; one regiment of militia

in each county, four regiments in the State. But one cloth-niill in tlie

State, and all its operator could do was to full the cloth, which was worn

unshorn and unpressed.

" The first printer in the State was Thomas Short, 1709. He settled in

New London, in lYlU printed the Say-Brooke Platform, and soon died.

The next printer was Timothy Green, of Cambridge, Mass., and son of

Samuel Green, the fii-st printer in North America. He settled in New
London, 1714.

" During this period, near 1647, the use of tobacco was unfortunately

introduced, and to prevent, if possible, its disgusting prevalence, no per-

son under the age of twenty years was permitted to use it, unless under

medical treatment. All persons over twenty years of age were prohibited

using it in company, or when traveling with others, and but once a day.

Had this wisely-designed proscription of this noxious weed prevailed, the

health, mannei's, and thrift of thousands would have been greatly in'o-

moted, the worse than useless expenditure of millions of dollars, and

tlie melancholy fact that the cultivation of corn and substantial vegeta-

ble crops is being supplanted by this impudent and rampant tvventy-four-

inch leafed and vile worm-bearing narcotic, and this on our best soil,

would have been prevented. But then, as now, fleshly appetite proved

itself a mighty spoiler of man's dignity, refinement, aud peace. Not a

few then, as now, could let decency and thrift and money go to make

their tobacco-quids and their pufBng sure ! It was thSught strange

in 1647, and if possible is more strange in 1864, that an intelligent man
could consent, by chewing it, to make a sink of his stomach, a sink-

drain of his throat, and a siuk-spout of his mouth, or by smoking it a

fireplace of his mouth, a chimney of his nose, and a smoke-house of

his brain

!

"In 1646 such were the disappointments and sad forebodings of the set-

tlers at New Haven that they formed a purpose to leave the country.

They had invitations to Ireland and to Jamaica, in the West Indies, and

actually, it is said, entered into treaties for the city of Galloway as a

place of settlement. They were providentially prevented from execut-

ing their designs, and in 1864 what spot more attractive and beautiful

and far famed than that then sad and gloomy and about to be forsaken

New Haven ?

" At this time the settlements were almost e.xclusively on the line of

the sea-shore. All was labor, sacrifice, exposure, watchfulness, and war-

fare. Every man must be drilled as a soldier,—a soldier when he stood in

his door ; a soldier when he sat at his meals; a soldier when he went to

his corn-field ; a soldier when he entered the place of worship ; a soldier

by day and by night. Those were days of unconceived peril and en-

durance, and thus for some one hundred and fifty years in our State.

Incidents surpassing fiction, and acts of heroism by man and woman
and child, characterize those eventful days. W'hat was then attempted

and accomplished for the sake of liberty and truth, home and country,

and in preparing this our beautiful heritage for us and our children and

children's children, is replete with instruction and counsel. All this

may be forgotten by us and be unknown to our descendants, but it will

all live in our history and in the book of God's account.

" For holy faith, triumphant zeal, and beneficent design the record

stands unsurpassed in the annals of man. If through party prejudice,

sectarian zeal, or any other influence any persons choose to be ignorant,

so let them be ; or if any choose to know only to prevent, divide, it may
be denounce, so to let them do. May God enal.ile us and ours to know
and revere His name in these wonderful darings and doings of our

fathers in this State from 1635 to 1776.

" In the midst of all this endurance and heroism on the sea-shore,

hunting and exploring expeditions into the interior were not infre-

quent. The hills about us, as Bagburn and Barn and Moore, attracted

early notice, and were favorite spots, being at an early date partially

cultivated and settled. In 1755, as tradition affirms, Mr. Samuel Lewis,

with his family, moved from Stratford and settled on this then forest-

covered and wild but beautiful hill ; his residence was north aud west of

the green, on the street running north. Mr. Frederick Lewis, the father

of Mr. Henry Lewis, was then two years old. He died in 1825.

" The mother of Mr. Henry Lewis was the widow of the son of Deacon

Henry Hawley, one of the first deacons of this church. The familj'

name of Mrs. Lewis was Scott ; she was a member of this church.

" The landed estate of this early and enterprising settler, Mr. Samuel

Lewis, or portions of it, are now in the possession of the respected repre-

sentative of the third generation of this family, who is present to-day.

Mr. Samuel Lewis gave distinctive proof of his interest in this church

and society by presenting the Rev. Mr. Rexford a lot of ground, on which

he erected the tenement which is standing, a memorial of the first pastor

of this church.

" Capt. and Deacon Henry Hawley, as we infer, was from Stratford,

and a direct descendant, if not son, of Mr. Samuel Hawley, one of the

prominent first settlers of Stratford. The traditionary record of Deacon

Hawley is highly commendatory. He was intelligent, industrious, patri-

otic in the colonial service, evangelical and consistent in his Christian

profession. He resided near Mr. Samuel Lewis, north and west of the

green ; the ruins of his homestead still speak the place. He probably

settled here as early as 1756, and was, we suppose, at the organization of

the church, and then or soon after appointed its deacon. By name he is

identified with a family of many influential branches, and which, in its

public and private relations, has been and is known and felt throughout

this county. I cannot say that any of his immediate descendants remain

in this town. The name frequently occurs in our list of members from

the commencement to the present time.

" Gideon Hawley and Elias Hawley were early and prominent settlers

in the more western portion of the town. Their influence was felt as

members of this society and church
;
they lived to be aged. Gen. Eli

Hawley, who years past has done this society valuable service, and who

is now eiglity-seven years of age, is of this branch of the family.

" The wife of Deacon Henry Hawley—Butli, I believe—was sister of

Deacon John Judson, and, in the language of tradition, was mighty

prim,—that is, as I take it, a smart, bright-eyed, neat, precise, well-to-do

lady, one who in word and deed caused her influence to be felt, if not

feared. She was, I infer, a good wife for a deacon, as she certainly was

the wife of a good deacon.

"The family of Deacon Judson, we suppose, was among the earlier

settlers. He lived on Elm Street, nearly opposite the residence of Mr.

Hiram Beardslee. He is said to have been wealthy, a large landholder,

and, as the phrase is, ' no fool.' As we infer from tradition, he was a man
of strong common sense and firm adherence to right, just, and equal law.

He was a justice of the peace or judge, and, as he wore his leathern apron

in court rather than silk and French broadcloth and a wig, was called the

' Leathern-apron jxidge.'

" It is reported that some guilty of witchery were arraigned before

him for various misdemeanors. As he was too honest to be bribed and

too bold to be frightened by invisible things or by dead men, he proved

himself too much for Beelzebub strategy, wizard legerdemain, and pro-

fane hobgoblinism. As the record is, he put the criminals and witches

through by law. He lived to be some eighty years of age, and was an

influential and early deacon in this church. His descendants still exist

in New York,—none of them, I believe, in this town.

" It is given as an illustration of the influence of his decisions against

the impudent claims of spirit mediums and dealers with the unseen

world, fortune-tellers, midnight wonder-doers, apparitions, voices, ghosts,

and the like harum-scarums, that among the inhabitants of this town

there is little credit given to these absurd and consummately silly

nerva conpatoron wizzarda noponadas quas tuno dead man and womana

ono poolaveon delusions.

" In one instance a young lady of one of the families we notice to-day

was told, as a means of deterring her from a discharge of her duty,

frightening her into the faith, in going alone to a certain place in the

evening that she would meet a man with his head cut off coming towards

her. ' Ah, indeed !' said this Judge Judson heroine ;
' I should be much

more alarmed if I should meet a man with his head on !' That is noble

womanhood ! It is men with their heads on that we all, especially young

women, have reason to fear.

" Capt. Joseph Moore, whose residence was on the northeast corner of

the green, on a lot now owned by Deacon N. Wheeler, has a reputation

among the first settlers in this centre. He was a man of pecuniary

means, and, in the language of the day, ' head of the heap.' He is said

to have been vei-y clever when he was pleased and had his own way. He
was a shrewd and comical genius. He at least had influence and gen-

erosity.

" The original meeting-house, it seems, was at first located by a com-

mittee appointed for the purpose to be one-half mile west of this, near

Mrs. William Beaclier's residence. Capt. Moore and others were dissatis-

fied, and procured the appointment of another committee, who located it

on this hill. Capt. Moore donated the land for its site, and also for our
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present common or green. Through thoughtlessness or to save labor

the beautiful turf and triangular form of this common has at times, anil

for highway puriidscH, been iliHfigurod in a manner which we iMiliovo,

could Capt. Monro |je iircsont and witness tlin same, would call furtli from

him emphatic words and gestures. Happy is it for scjnie who thus ('i r

in working out their highway tax that the doctrine of spii it nu'iliums

is false ; otherwise the spirit of the old and stern gontli^mun to their

sorrow might bo after them.

"A daughter of Capt. Mooro tradition signalizes as a noted belle, in

personal charms, attainments, and general attractiveness surpassing all

other female youth In this section. She married the Rev. Mr. Miin-

son, a brother of Mrs. Re.xford, who was pastor of a church in Lenox,

Mass., and afterwards removed to this place, and hei e died. Connections

of this fanuly still reside in this place, and are nicinbei'S of the chundi.

Mr. Monson, of New York, son of this lady, gave fifty dollars towards

the erection of this house of worahi]).

" Capt. Moore was appointed to superintend the building of the meeting-

house, which was raised on the 21st and 22d days of .Juno, 1700, some

five years after the organization of the church. It occupied ground a

few feet in advance of this edifice, encroaching upon the green. The

house, tradition states, was some seventeen years in the process of com-

pletion. This delay was the result, no doubt, of the difficulty of procuring

materials, and specially of securing laborers, as the young men (many

if not most of them) were in the ranks fighting the battles of our freedom.

" Capt. Moore, being a white-oak and persevering kind of man, held

it on its course, and in 1780, as we judge, it was completed and dedi-

cated. The last religious service held within its walls was on June 13,

1847. This house, which happily succeeded it, was raised July 20, 1847,

and was dedicated Dec. 1.5, 1847, seventeen years ago to-morrow.

" Previous to the erection of the regular meeting-house, there was a

temporary buililing, in form like a barn, in which divine services were

held. For a time the Rev. Jedediali Mills, of Kipton, who has honorable

mention for energy, eloquence, and zeal in the hi.story of this State,

preached to the people here every third Sabbath. Originally the settlors

here attended meeting at Ripton, being, many of them, until 1704 mem;
bers of that church.

Reference is made to houses built with fireplaces and rooms conveni-

ent to be occupied by persons from a distance during intermission on

the Sabbath, and thus called ' Sabbath-day houses.' In the one noted in

this place, or in a portion of it, an old Mrs. Tooley lived, sweeping and

looking after the things of the meeting-house.

"Almost immediately on the organization of the church the Rev.

Elisha Rexfonlwas ordained its pastor. This happened on the 9th of

January, 16eo,''twonty-six days after the event of organization. We
infer from this that Mr. Rexford must have been with the church, prob-

ably as a supply, previous to its formation. No doubt he was happily in-

strumental in consummating the interesting event.

" Mr. Rexford, as I understand, wts a graduate of Yale College, and

married as his first wife a Miss Monson, of New Haven. In tradition he

bears the reputation of a wise and good man, punctual, intelligent, and

consistent in his ministrations, sound in doctrine, correct in practice,

economical and frugal, loyal to his country and to freedom, acting as

chaplain in the Revolution, respected and beloved by his people, until

his death, April .3, 1808, or for a period of forty-four yeais.

" In his pastoral relation he numbered some four thousand five hun-

dred and seventy-six Sabbath services and many occasional week-day

ministrations. An interesting revival occuried during his ministry,

which glaildened his own soul and greatly strengthened and refreshed

the churcli. Tlie influence going forth from a wise, thoughtful, kind

and true-hearted man of God day by day, and w'eek by week, and Sab-

bath by Sabbath, for forty-four years,—and such years as were those from

1765 to 1808,—and thus in his daily conversation, example, preaching,

and counsel in seasons of bereavement and death, of marriage and of

burial, may be silent with him in the grave, uuthought of by us as the

moss-covered stone telling the spot where his dust reposes; that influ-

ence was and still is innneusely great. Felt by those who with him
have here woi-shiped and with him have gone to their home above, and
felt by us who here live and worship to-day,—ay, and will be felt along

down successive generations of those who will come after us I

" He for a time gave his attention to the subject of education, having
j

had, as I understand, a select school for both sexes in this place.

" Mr. Rexford was seveuty-ono yenvs of ago when ho died, and must
have been twenty-seven when he was ordained as pastor of this church.

" The letter of Mr. Rexford to this sociidy in which he tendered his

resignation of his pa.«toral olHce is extant, and breathes a spirit of love '

to the truth and to the best good of this people worthy of his office aiul

his age. It is dated Dec. 29, 1807.
'

"Another family of Influence In the (loclety and chnrch bore the mun*
Deforest. At an early period they Hcttloil in the i*r,nlli jmrtof the |ariiih,

and removed hero in or before the year 1770. Mr. Deforest l^nllt an'l

k(?i»t a public-house and ntun; on the west side of the green,—the fir»«t

stor(! iijiericd in the centre, the trading previous to 1770 having |KU*t<^l t<»

Itiptxju. This Mr. Deforest w.'is father of i>ea«on William Defor'flit, r>f

Dridgeport, and Lock wood Deforest, Esq., of New York. Ho was a no-

dal and stirring old man, and a faithful overseer and tutor of the \j>jyH

and their manners when rude and boisterous, and when throwing iit<;neB

at the meeting-hoUKo or marking on the fences. He ent<!rtained the

officers of a French force of some five hundred men who during the K/.-v-

olutionary war were qinirtered for a few weeks on tliis hill. He nameil

his Hiui De Lazon, after one of those officr;rs.

"This fanuly was, we itjfer, descended from the Huguenots, and liad

a natural ease ami gentility of address, and politenesH of manner,

—

matters which all Frenchmen, if not all Americans, regard.

" The family left in the year 1800. They still exist and are Inflnontial

in ISridgeport and in New York. Two of them, William and Lix-kwofjd,

gave each fifty dollars to aid in the erection of this house. One of these,

Deacon William Deforest, I remendier as one pronnncnt in the churcli in

Bridgeport, of which my father was long pastor. He was a gentleniaa

of fine aiipeaianco anil genial manner, kind, shrewd, and sympathetic.

His quick-uttered words, expressive Hmiles, and graceful gestures would

interest children and men in advanced life. He lived to a goes! old age,

and died a few years since in the triumph of Christian faith.

"The memory of Capt. Nathan Booth, who resided in Elm Street, ia

embalmed in a donation of ten pounds made to the church to meet the

expenses of the communion-table. This somewhat singular yet effective

legacy increased, and was sufficient a few years since to furnish the neat

silver set for our commuiuon-table. It is still on interest as a fund in the

treasury of the church.

" Mr. Booth is said to have been social, somewhat set in liis ways,

blunt, and facetious in his intercourse with others. He was a great foe

to card-playing and gambling, the favorite employment of idlers and

heedless ones. He was plain-spoken on these topics, and has left a

record which it would be well if many youths and persons more ad-

vanced would in this day heed. He was, moreover, fond of music, and,

as I infer, a good singer and leader of the choir in this chun h.

" The descendants of this somewhat noted man are still with us in the

persons of Mr. William Booth, his great-grandiion, and Elisha Booth, a

great-great-grandson. To the one the society credits a donation of one

hundred and ten dollars towards the erection of this church, and to the

other the favor of acting chorister for a series of years. Of him, .as in the

fullness of his warm heart he proves himself full of song, it may be said

he comes honestly by it. May he and his still live here to sing and pray

and praise

!

"There was another family of this name, Zechariah Booth, noted for

social influence. They resided in Elm Street, and opposite to Mr. C. T.

Crane's. This family, I believe, is not now represented in the i>lace.

" Honorable mention i.'i made of a 3Ir. James J\idson, who was father

of Mr. Levi Judson and Miss Betsey Judson. At an early date he settled

here and built or occiipied the house next east of the Wakeman pK^ce.

The family is still represented by membership of children and grand-

children iu this church, and highly resjiectable branches of the s:ime are

in other towns. Miss Betsey Judson still lives, a constant attendant \>\n>n

divine service here, and manifests a strong love to the church and

society. She has been connected with the church fifty-one yeai-s. JIi-.

Levi Judson, her brother, is some fourscore yeai-s on, and iu the sunset

of his days.

" Special allusion, too, is made to the family of Beardslee, and particu-

larly to an early settler on Bagburn Hill, reported to mc as old Capt.

Beardslee,—captain, I suppose, in the colonial service, and a true patriot.

" Mr. Samuel B. Beardslee and Judge Beardslee, Esq., once a prximi-

nent lawyer iu this place, and Mr. Agur Beardslee, formerly a deacon of

this church, are descendants immediately or more remotely fixnn him.

This fanuly, Jlr. Samuel B. Beaiilslee, Jlr. Elisha Beai-ilslee, 1\<1. Siimuel

Beardslee, and Dr. Edward M. Beardslee, is still promiuont in this chnrch

and society.

" There nmst hav^ been a good deal of power and much of the spirit

of 1G04 iu that same old captiiiu on Bagburn Hill a hundred years ago.

He speaks, in a subscription of some six hundivd and forty-two dollars

by his grandchildren or great-great-grandchildren, in behalf of the erec-

tion of this meeting-house. Ho speaks fivm Sjibbath to Sabbath iu our

sweet-toned and sweetly-touched melodeou, and in the alto notes of onr

choir, and in all our services to-day, and we trust will continue hero

thus to speak in his childrcirs children until time shall Ih? no more.

" Capt. Robert Lewis and fiuuilj- are remembered and uaniod with re-
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spect. lie built the residence now occupied by the Misses Lewis, though

an entirely distinct family. His son, Lieut. Legrand Morse Lewis, is

noticed as an intelligent, influential man. This family has, I believe,

becon\e extinct. They are nevertheless well remembered.
" A family of some note is named as the Carpenter family, and as having

lived during or at the close of the Revolution in the Wakeman place.

The fatlier was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. This is said to have

been a talented family. A daughter, by her own energy and effoi-ts,

became noted as a teacher in New Haven, and afterwards at the South.

Mr. Carpenter was for some time mail-carrier between New Haven and

New Milford,—an ofBce of importance, and even distinction, in those

days. Then the news traveled on weary-footed horses, not, as now, on

the breathings of steam or the wings of the lightning. Then, day by
day, on wilderness roads, 'mid cold, and sleet, and snow in winter, and

burning heat in summer, the newsman must sound his horn on time at

each expectant farm-residence or village-ofBce. Welcome then was the

sound of his voice or his horn as he came with tidings from near and

afar. In all this Mr. Carpenter was a man who could and did well fulfill

his trust. The family is gone, being now unknown here.
j"A Mr. Cole, whose name often occurs in the tiled accounts of this

Bociety, was a blacksmith. His shop was near the residence of Rev. Mr.

Kexford. He is said to have been a singular or very peculiar man. He,

for some reason, in Iiardening iron seemed to have hardened his heart.

His family were interested in and attended church.

" Deacon Wheeler, of Ripton Parish, was committee on land-titles, then

a great and responsible business. He had, from his office, a special in-

fluence in this town. He was a prominent man,—a man of integrity and

promptness, and shrewd in trade.

" His son, Nathan Wheeler, the father of our respected friend. Deacon

Nathan Wheeler, of this church, purchased the Monson—originally the

Capt. Moore—estate, and removed to this place. He lived and died in the

Monson house, the ruins of which mark the northeast corner lot of the

green. These grounds are still in possession of the family, being owned
j

by Deacon Wheeler.
|

"A deep interest has ever been felt by this family in this church and

society. The valuable lot on which this edifice stands was given to the

society in 1847 by Deacon Nathan Wheeler, who generously added a sub-

scription of one hundred and thirty-five dollars towards its erection.

The sister of Deacon Wheeler, Mrs. Betsey Smith, was also a contributor

to this object, and has in times past and recently manifested a deep and

valuable interest in the house itself, and in the general welfare of the

church and society.

" Thus the owners of the Capt. Moore estate have twice furnished a

spot of ground upon which this our ark of God has rested. Believe me,

as blessings came upon the house of Obed-edom for attentions to the ark

of the Lord, so will blessings come upon all who in love and faith sustain

the house of God and its worship.

" Samuel Wheeler, Esq., was a cousin of Deacon Nathan Wheeler and

son of Mr. Joseph Wheeler. He for years traded in this place. He was
;

father of Mr. Henry S. Wheeler, who was a devoted member of this

church and society. He generously remembered its necessities in his

will, and to-day speaks to us in the continued ministrations of this pul-

pit, and will continue so to speak while years, and even centuries, roll

by. A memory thus embalmed in the services of tiie house of God is
|

fragrant indeed.

" The mother of Henry S. Wheeler, the first wife of Samuel Wheeler,

Esq., was, I am informed, a daughter of Dr. Fitch, of Norwalk, and sister

of the mother of the late celebrated Professor Knight, of Yale College.

" In this connection it is proper and just that reference be made to Mr.

Henry T. Curtis, whose donations and labors in behalf of this edifice and S

this cliurcli and society shine so conspicuously on our records. He is

j

connected by marriage with the family of Henry S. Wheeler, and has

most effectively co-operated with that devoted man in elevating and per-
'

petuating the services of this our sanctuary. Though gone from our

town, he lives in our grateful remembrances. Such benevolence and

such labors never die. Tliey have their reward.

" I have heard, too, of a singular and eccentric, and yet talented, kind of

genteel and eloquent pauper peripatetic or street-roamer who years since

came to this town from Windham, in this State. He was noted for his

somewhat imposing dress,—his cocked hat, buckskin breeches, and large

knee-buckles in antique style. He had great resources for couvei'satiou

and extemporary addresses, was keen at an impromptu and lightning
i

retort, was full of curious figures of speech and remarks, and by original

and not always reverential touches tended to wake up, if not to astonish,

more stupid thinkers. As he passed a school-house such was his power,

I liave been told, that the boys would at times form in a line and, paying

him their respects, he would address them and pass on his way. He was

a friend and admirer of Mr. Eexford, of whom he once remarked, in his

quaint and significant style, that he was a good man, a peculiar man:
lie was the friend of both worlds.

" This man was a poet, and the following is given as a sarcastic im-

promptu comment upon a careless lawyer after his being summoned as a

witness in a case before Justice Adams, in Ripton, and which went by

default of the writ

;

" ' A court were had.

The writ was bad,

And could not be amended

;

The plaintiff lost

His expected cost.

And so the matter ended.'

" This strange genius, around whose history a deep mysteriousnesa

gathers, was, through disappointment in his early hopes, probably insane,

and was thus lost to the standing and influence which his talents and

connections in life rendered him signtilly capable of sustaining. We
refer to him to remind you what a lasting influence the most penniless

and obscure person may have upon the thoughts and manners and char-

acters of a community.
" My father was in his early ministrj' pastor for ten years in Windham,

and the fainily name of Manning was of note there. The name is now
of note in Western New York, and descendants of this same strange man
known here have character and influence. How and why a descendant

of that family should so live and die here in this town is a mystery. Be-

lieve me, there is a cause for all this, and it may well lead us all to ponder

our ways lest our descendants be, like him, mere mysterious wanderers

or paupers in the world.

" ' He sleeps the sleep of death.

Gone to his long and last account,

Unknown to us, but known to God.'

"The regularly reported pastors and acting pastors of this church are

eleven in number, and as follows: Elisha Rexford, John Noyes, Asahel

Nettleton, Channcey G. Lee, Amos Bassett, Daniel Jones, James Kant,

Robert D. Gardner, Lewis M. Shepard, Edward B. Emerson, George C.

Pnidden.*

" The church, as reported now, numbers thirty-four males and seventy-

one females
;

total, one hundred and five, — the largest number ever

on its list. Thus is the seal of God's covenant love visible upon the

event of its organization, one hundred years ago. The little vine then

planted in this wilderness still lives and flourishes. From its branches

rich clusters have been plucked for the upper sanctuary, while its influ-

ence in beloved members gone hence far and near is widespread. There

is scarcely a family in the congregation which has not in it one or more

members of the church ; in some instances all the membei"s of the family

are members of the church. In not a small portion of the families in

the congregation both heads of the family are in covenant with us.

Most, too, of the youths over fifteen years of age are one with us iu

Christ. With rare e-xceptions, the families of the congregation are reg-

ular attendants upon the sanctuary and contributors to the support of

the same, and to different benevolent objects.

" During the current year, the last of this one hundred yeare of our

history, our contributions for home and other objects have equaled, it

is computed, six hundred dollars. During this year, through the enter-

prise aud benevolence of the general committee,—Mr. Charles T. Crane,

David A. Nichols, and Samuel C. Beardslee,—the interior of this house

has been handsomely and beautifully refitted. In this the members of

the church and society and of the female sewing society have cheerfully

and generously contributed. Such services and benevolent aid live on.

This day, too, greets us a united church and people. Peace and joy,

brotherly love, and friendly co-operation in a remarkable degree here

reign, the language of each, one and all, being

—

"
' I love Thy kingdom. Lord

;

The house of Thine abode;

The Church our blest Redeemer made
With His own precious blood.'

" These are pleasing comments upon the fruits of the organization

which has lived one hundred years this day all told, and which, we trust,

will live with increasing faith and unity and zeal centuries on centuries

yet to come.

* The successors of Mr. Prudden have been T. T. Waterman, 0. S. St.

John, William B. Curtis, Alfred Waterman, Dighton Moses, and Rev.

Cha: les D. Hubert.—Ed.
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" The preaching of the word hau thus not lieon void. Tlio fattliful

preacliiiig of that word, as it lias Ijeen liere Heoii and lionorod, is a stand-

ing testimony in its efieots to tlie life-giving energies and joys thereof.

Honored and happy is the peophi who tlins sustain anil r(?joieo in a dis-

tinctive, searching, and unooniin'oniising dispensation of the word of God.

"Nor has this church been blessed only in its ministers; it has been

specially so in its deacons. Of these, as recorded, there have been six-

teen: Henry Hawley, Edmund Lewis, I'eter Curtis, Klijah Curtis, .John

Judson, Deodate Silliman, Daniel Wilcoxson, John Wilcoxson, .lames

McEwen, Agur Beardsleo, Eliliu Curtis, Daniel Tomlinson, Kbeuezer

Lewis, Nathan W. Wheeler, Daniel Nichols, and Isaac liarr.

" Of Henry Hawley and ,Tohn Judson we have before spoken.

" Peter Curtis was an early settler on Bagburn Hill. In intelligence,

enterprise, patriotism, and faith as we infer, a representative man. He
was sound in the faith and in [u-actii'e,—a man of jirayer and constant

in his attendance upon the sanctuary; aloverof t)ie church. lie was

the great-grandfatlier of Mr. William Ciirtis and Charles Curtis, still

residents on portions of the original estate.

"This name Curtis is identified with the past and present histoi'y of

our church and town. It is titled in Church and State, in law, politics,

education, medicine, agriculture, and military display. Some five hun-

dred and ninety dollars is credited to this name in boh.alf of the erection

of this church. Wliether Deacon Peter Curtis is connected with the an-

cestry of all this ninnerouB generation I am not informed.

Daniel Wilcoxson resided, and prob.ably was an early setttlor, on Barn

Hill. He was wealthy, a man of ability and faith. His son, Daniel Wil-

coxson, was a graduate of Yale College, and for some two years was a

teacher in Bermuda,—a gentleman of taste and influence. Tradition

states that he introduced the iirst piano into this town, if not the first

in this county. This simple relic of the past is in possession of Mr. H.

Beardslee. It was manufactured by Ball, Tottingham (now London),

and presented to Miss Sylvia Curtiss, in the year 1802,—sixty-two years

ago. Daniel was accidentally drowned, being thrown from his horse in

crossing Leavenworth Bridge,—the first bridge built over the Housatouic

Biver.

" Elihu Curtiss, son of Peter Curtiss, lived beyond East Village, on or

near wiiat was called Webb's place. He was fitted for college. A large

landholder, a man of ability and of wide political influence, he was often

a member of the State Legislature; was esteemed as an honest and ex-

emplary man ; was a warm supporter, I infer, of the church and of pub-

lic worship.

"James McEwen was an early settler, and resided on the beautiful

northern slope of Bagburn Hill, on the corner opposite the residence of

our friend Charles McEwen. The ruins of his homestead are still visi-

ble, and some fruit-trees stand to memorialize the spot. His mind ran

in a remarkable degree upon the Bible, with which, as illustrated by
Brown's ' Commentary,'—a large folio volume,—he was remarkably

familiar. He was a num of great faith, social and quiet, and a great loss,

as we may well infer, when he died. It is stated of him that he was
absent but one Sabbath for years from the sanctuary. He was found dead

in his corn-field in or near the year 1815. His descendants, as represented

in our midst, are known and esteemed by us, a granddaughter, Mrs.

Sanmel B. Beardslee, and a grandson, Mr. Charles McEwen, being mem-
bers of this church.

" Ebenezer Lewis lived in Walker's Farm District. He was a man of

property, and remarkable in prayer and exliortation. His daughter
married the father of Mr. W. Plumb, and in that family he is honorably

represented in the church.

" Elijah Curtiss, a son of Elihu Curtiss, and grandson of Peter Cnr-tiss,

—and grandfather, I believe, of Mr. William and Charles Curtiss,—

a

man of marked ability, shrewd and influential, went to the Legislature

several times
; was a true patriot, strong in the principles of the gospel,

and a great supporter of public worship. It is reported of him that for

years he did not fail to attend meetings on the Sabbath. His name and
faith still live,—the third in one family descent wlio sustained a deacon-
ship in this church.

" Edmond Lewis, son of Deacon Benjamin Lewis, was a devotedly

pious and exemplary man,—one of whom the world took knowledge
that he walked with God. He had no children, and gave an important
legacy to this society. In the support of tlie lueaching of the word

!

this legacy speaks his praise, and will speak it while this ch\u-ch and
society shall exist.

" Deodate Silliman lived on the road west of Upper Stepney. He is re-

ported as a man of deep social feelings, giveu to pleasantry and wit in

conversation, and yet a man of devout feelings, and one deeply interested

in the welfare of the church and society. He was uncle to tlio late emi-
nent Benjamin Silliman, professor in Yale College.

" .lohn Wilcoxson, nephew of Deacon WilTOXBon, llTod on Barn Hill

;

v/an a man of faith and prayer. He died In 182').

"As far as ti'adition a(h?*niH, all these defvx^ns were men of ability and

worth. They were, t/jo, blessed, we believe, with excnipUry wIrisH, who
with them loved and heljied sustain the churcfi.

"At dilferent periods, when the society was feeble and supplies were

not obtained for the pulpit, divine service was maintained by the deaconii.

I In this they were sustained by the members of the church and fi<<<;lety

and their fanulies. This is named as one of the great mearm of pr(a«;rT-

ing the church. It speaks volumes for the int/dligence and energy of

the deacons and the triuj-heartodness of the people. Even the young

people, it is said, were punctual in attendance, and thus most happily

and eflectively aided in the work of building up this temple of the I>ord.

"The bell, or the first one, if there have been two, must have been

procured eaily,—jirobably in 1780, the year when the first house, an we

infer, v/a» dedicated. I find in the filed iujcounts of the society charges

for re[)airing the t^jngue of the bell as far back as ITO.j, if not earlier.

Tho present bell dates 182G ; if 80, it has pealed forth its joyous iiotra for

some thirty-eight years—or some two tho\isand times—as Sabbath after

Sabbath has rolled by. The tongue, worn by freijuent utterance, on tho

last Sabbath loosed its hold, droppeil from its pliw;e, and was reveren-

tially silent during the day. It has been refitted, and stands again ready

to do its joyful work, we trust, for a hundred years t<j come.

" Tlie singing of the congregation and church has ever been, we judge,

well sustained and of more than a common order. It was early con-

ducted, we believe, by Capt. Nathan Booth,—certtiinly for a numl>er of

years by Mr. Abel French, who was an esteemed and active member of

this society. More recently it h.as had the valuable services of Mr. Elislia

Booth, aided by Messrs. Elisha Beardslee, Charles SIcEwen, Hiram

Beardslee, William Curtiss, Dr. Edward M. Beardslee, Miss Wheeler,

Page, Curtiss, tho Miss Beardslees, and others well known by all.

"Many a sweet psalm and hymn has during the five thousand and

two hundred Sabbaths of the one hundred years now closing here sent

forth its sweet utterances of penitential joy and excellent praise. Many
a time, with help of the flute, clarionet, bugle, .and more recently the

melodeon, have voices sweet sounded forth 'Old Hundred,' 'Wiudham,'
' Denmaike,' ' Wells,' ' Mear,' ' China,' ' Delight,' ' Mortality,' ' Majesty,'

' Lenox,' and the anthem, ' See the Purple Bannei's Flying,'—tunes which,

amid all the revolutions and changes and bo.asted improvements in sacred

music, remain unsurpassed in power of musical and devotional effect.

While, then, we would have what is good in the new, let us at the same

time remember and honor what was, and is, so precious in the old.

" Among the teachere of select and private schools I find reference to

Rev. Mr. Re.xford, a clergyman, who succeeded him, Legrand Moore

Lewis, Samuel Monson, Miss Hannah Howloy, Miss Nancy Wright, Mr.

and Mrs. Atwell, IVIiss Lyon Judson, Samuel B. Beardslee, Dr. E. 31.

Beardslee, Dr. R. Grey, and Miss Wheeler. Tlie elements of knowledge

were thoroughly taught in these nurseries of iutelligeuce aud good

morals. The schools of those days, though far inferior in advantages,

were wondeifully effective.

"To the close of the last century, and somewhat into this, there were

but few if any four-wheeled vehicles. Journeying aud p.a.ssing tti and

fro was performed on the saddle,—side-saddle and i>illion,—on horseback

or on foot, or on the ox-sled and cart.

"Then tlie conveniences for warming school-houses and churches as

now enjoyed were unknown, the only stove being the small hand foot-

stove, some of which, .as curiosities, still exist in our midst. Not long

since, a stranger here inquired of a friend, ' What is that square tin thing

in a frame that woman carries about in church ?'

" Then there were but few roails and bridges aud means of communi-
cation by travel oi- by letter. The celebrated .Judge Swift, of this State,

then a member of Congress in Philadelphia, in his anxiety to hear from

homo by mail, the time being some three weeks, said, iu a note to my
father, that the best idea he ever had of eternity was given him while

waiting for the mail.

" Then friends comparatively near by each other wore far apart, and a

few miles from a river or shore settlement was like In'iiig in the distant

wilderness or on or beyond the Rocky 3lountains.

" Well do I remember, quite within this century, when thoughts of

the wilderness West, as iu Central or M cstei u New York aud Ohio, w ere

full of dread aud alarm. Thou a song, tlie chorus of which, as I remem-
ber it,—

" ' We'll tnivel thivugh tlie wild wihhI,

We'll hunt the buffalo,

And we'll camp on the banks

Of the pleasant Ohio,'—

seemed like an utterauce of the ages to come.
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" No less distinctly do I remember the iiist four-wheeled, one-horse

wagon seen in Bridgeport. I was qiiite small,—not so high as the wheels,

—say in 1815. It attracted as much attention as a locomotive has more

recently. It was thought a wonder that the fore and hind wheels would

run in the same track, and that it could he turned about without taking

it to pieces. That wagon was owned by Capt. George Hoyt, the then

cashier of the Bridgeport Bank. It was brought, I believe, from some-

where in the county near here."

ST. PETER'S CHURCH.*

At the beginning of the present century the parish

of New Stratford (now Monroe) was incorporated with

the town of Ripton (now Huntington), and for a long

time these two organizations were substantially one,

having the same rector and a united interest. The
earliest accounts of this parish are therefore much
scattered and necessarily few, many of the records

being in the adjoining town and mingled with other

statistics, and later ones imperfectly kept or not kept

at all.

We have no means of knowing who composed the

families and members of this church at its organiza-

tion, and the first real intimation of its existence as a

parish dates at the commencement of this present

century. In an old number of the Churchman^s Maga-

zine, under date of September, 1807, we find a pub-

lished account of the consecration of this church.

It seems, from the account given, that Bishop

Jarvis and a number of his presbyters, on the 16th of

September, 1807, assembled in Bridgeport, where he

consecrated the Episcopal church there by the name
of St. John's. On the day following, the 17th, the

bishop proceeded to the church in Trumbull, and ad-

ministered the rite of confirmation to forty-one per-

sons. " On the 18th the Episcopal church at New
Stratford (Monroe) was consecrated by the bishop, and

named St. Peter's church. Prayers were read by the

Rev. Mr. Burhans, and an appropriate sermon was

delivered by the Rev. Mr. Baldwin. At this church

the rite of confirmation was administered to thirty-

six persons." After its consecration it continued for

many years in connection with the church at Ripton,

the same rector officiating in both places. Five years

after the consecration of this church we find, from

Bishop Jarvis' address in June, 1812, that "Mr. Ray-

ner has been regularly dismissed from the church in

Hartford, and hath been chosen rector of the parish

in the town of Huntington."

The first parochial report of these two parishes

found in print is in 1815, when Mr. Raynfer reported

for the two parishes one hundred and fifty families

and only seventy-two communicants. Five years

later, in 1820, the number of communicants in the

two parishes amounted to about one hundred, and in

1825 the same number is still given.

In 1827, Bishop Brownell says in his convention

address, " The Rev. Mr. Rayner having made an ar-

rangement with the parish of Huntington for a dis-

solution of his pastoral connection with that parish,

I have given my consent to the same, and the parish

of Huntington is now vacant."t From these data it

will appear that Mr. Rayner held the rectorship of

the two parishes about fifteen years,—from 1811 to

1826. For a short time he remained rector of this

parish alone, but from 1827 to 1829 no mention is

made of the parish of Monroe in the conventional

reports.

In the report for 1829 it is stated that Mr. Rossiter

had taken charge of. this parish in connection with

Trumbull, and in his report for 1830 he gives the

number of communicants as thirty-two, and in 1832

as fifty-one. From 1834 to 1838 we find that the Rev.

Mr. Rossiter had charge also of St. James' Church,

Newtown, in addition to his charge of Monroe ; but

from 1838 to his decease, in 1846,—a' period of eight

years,—he ministered in this parish alone. The hold-

ing of full services in this parish, with the exception

of a short period by Mr. Rayner in 1827, commeiices

with 1838. Mr. Rossiter's whole rectorship here, in-

cluding his connection with the parishes of Trumbull

and Zoar, extends from 1829 to 1846,—a period of

seventeen years. He died November 25th, and was

buried Nov. 26, 1846 (Thanksgiving Day), aged fifty-

nine years, eleven months, and seven days.

Mr. Rossiter was succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Betts,

who remained in charge of the parish three years.

During his rectorship the chancel arrangements were

altered and a silver communion-service purchased at

a cost of ninety-eight dollars. About the same time

the font was presented to the church by the late Mrs.

Rossiter, the expense of which was thirty-five dollars,

and about the same time the chandeliers are reported

as a gift of Mr. George Lewis. These little items are

here mentioned to show that a commendable spirit of

improvement and interest was manifest under his

rectorship.

The Rev. Mr. Betts was succeeded by the Rev. Mr.

Hoffman, who was rector just three years, taking

charge of the parish at Easter, 1850, and resigning it

Easter, 1853. He was succeeded by the Rev. Mr.

Godfrey, who was rector one year.

At the convention for 1855 the Rev. Mr. Judd is

reported as officiating in Monroe, which he continued

to do till 1858, when the Rev. Seth Davis assumed the

charge, which he held until death released him. It

was during the incumbency of the latter (1859) that

great improvements were made in this church, by the

addition of a recess, chancel, and by other renova-

tions which the church required.

Mr. Davis died in Monroe, July 6, 1862, aged sixty

years, and was succeeded by Rev. James Edward

Coley, who remained until Sept. 5, 1877. Since that

time the church has had no settled rector. Services

are now held by Rev. Silas B. Duffield, as a supply,

this being his third year.

* Compiled from a memorial sermon delivered by Key. James Edward

Coley, in November, 1872. t Convention Keport for 1827.
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The present officers of the churcli are as follows:

Wardens, F. W. Wlieeler and Hanmel S. Hurd; Ves-

trymen, Orville B. Sherwood, William A. Clark,

Hobart E. Beardsley, Benjamin H. Hurd, Homer
E. Clarke, William B. Beardsley, Agur Beardsley,

Samuel G. Huntington, Henry W. Edwards, Walter

Beardsley, Charles Staples, Martin J. Mullett, and

Frank Beardsley.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, STEPNEY.*

Previous to the erection of the jjresent house of

worship there was a class in Lower Stepney, which

was formed by Burton Beach, who then resided at

Daniel's Farms, and led the class some time after its

formation. He subsequently became a member of

the New York Conference, and is still a highly-es-

teemed superannuated member.

Lewis Penfield afterwards took charge of the class,

which position (as leader) he held for many years;

and he became the chief promoter of Methodism in

Stepney, he and his brothers, Andrew and William,

bearing for some time the principal financial burdens

of the church, and they were active in its sijii'itual

prosperity.
,

At the time of its formation the class at Lower
Stepney was connected with the Daniel's Farms
church, the preacher from that church frequently

holding services in the school-house and in a build-

ing owned and fitted up by the Pennfields.

The erection of a church being contemi^lated, on

the 28th of November, 1836, on the application of

Lewis Pennfield and others, Ira Ferriz, preacher in

charge, appointed the following persons trustees of

the Methodist Ejjiscopal Church in Stepney : Lewis

Pennfield, Abram S. Johnson, Elam Beard, Albert

Johnson, and William Pennfield. Lewis Edwards,

Esq., donated the ground on which to erect the

church.

An unoccupied barn belonging to the Pennfield

brothers, iu Lower Stepney, was used as a shop, in

which were prepared all the building materials for the

church, but it was all consumed by fire. The Penn-
field brothers, upon whom the loss mainly fell, com-

menced again the erection of the church, which was
dedicated in July, 1839. Rev. Geo. Coles preached

the dedication sermon : Nathaniel Mead was the

preacher in charge.

The cliurch, since its formation, has been blessed

with not a few gracious revival seasons. Under the

labors of Rev. Mr. Mead, during the winter follow-

ing the dedication of the church, there was a great

revival, which resulted in a large accession to the

membership. In 1842, during the first pastorate of

Rev. Mr. Stebbens, a revival occurred at Cutler's

Farms, resulting in a large ingathering. During
the pastorate of Rev. H. N. Mead, of 1855-56, there

was a large accession. Mr. Mead was assisted in the

* Coiitiibutoil liy Rev. C. T. Miill.jry.

revival work by Rev. Elljcrt Gsborn. There were

also revivals under Rev. Mr. J^ovejoy in I860, and

Rev. Mr. Laine in 1869; while more or less revival

influence lias attenrled the labors of all the p-MUiri^.

In 1856 the parsonage was purchased, during the

pastorate of Rev. L. D. Nickerson, and in 1873,

under the pastorate of Rev. D. Osborn, quite exten-

sive repairs were made.

In 1870, under the administration of Jvcv. D. Xash,

the church edifice was repaired and very much im-

proved. The church property now consists of a pleas-

ant and commodious house of worship and a neat and

comfortable parsonage, both free from debt.

MINERAL DKl'OSIT.

The following reference to the mineral deposit in

Monroe is from Barbor's " Historical Collections" :

" Monroe is much celebrated for its cxtonKive deposit of minerals.

More than fifteen 3'ear8 since, a shaft v/us sunk a few feet on the fann of

Mr. Ephraim Lane. This revealed a rich variety of interesting mineral

substances. Among them were tungsten, tellurium, native bismuth, na-

tive silver, magnetic and common iron pyrites, aipper pyrites, galena,

blende, tourmaline, etc. It is greatly to bo desired that this localitj-

slioukl be further explored. Four miles south of this spot is a vein of

fluorspar about two feet in width.

The vein is much penetrated by quartz, mica, feldspar, and talc, but

it has been hitherto examined only on the surface. It is principally

massive, and its structure foliated or coarsely granular, but it presents

well-defined cubical crystals. Its colors vary from white to deep violet

and purple, and are principally various shades of the two latter. But

the most interesting circumstance relating to it is its splendid phosphor-

escence. The light emitted when it is thrown in a dark place upon a

hot shovel is the purest emerald green ; pieces of an inch in diameter be-

come in a few seconds fully illuminated, and the liglit is so strong and

enduring that when carried into a room lighted by candles or by diffuse

(not direct) light of the sun, they still continue distinctly luminous, and

the light dies away very gradually as the mineral cools.

" Mr. Lane has also discovered on his land a locality of beryls, some of

which are very large. Native sulphur has been found near the surface

of the earth."

CIVIL HISTORY.

The first town-meeting was held June 16, 1823,

when the following oflicers were elected : Capt. Levi

Edwards was moderator
;
Selectmen, Daniel B. Hub-

bell, Samuel Beardsley, and August Lewis; Town
Clerk, Samuel Wheeler

;
Treasurer, August Lewis

;

Constables, Fred. Nichols, Asa B. Beardsley, Alonzo

Chapman, Wm. Beach, and Roswell Wells ; (Jrand

Jurors, Wm. Richards and Geo. L. Sherman : Tyth-

ingmen, Nathan Sherman, James Clark, Abel Haw-
ley, A. Sherman, and Henry Lane; Haywards, Benj.

M. French and Andrew Judson ; Sealer of Weights

and Measures, John Curtis.

"7o(e(f,That Abel Babbitt's pound be a lawful ]iouinl, and that the same

Abel be Key Keeper of the same."

"IWerf, That Thilip Nichol's yard be a lawful pound, and that Philip

Nichols be Key keeper."

"T'oterf, Tluit Ephraim Sherwood's yard be a lawful pound, and that

said Ephraim be Key Keeper."

"I'o(cd, That swiflo bo allowed to gii at laigc on the oonimou with a

good and suflicieut ring in the centre of their nose."

REPRESENTATIVES FROM l!?24 TO ISSO.

1S24, Ebeuezor Beardsley; 1S>.^)-2C., Oyrus li. IV-.wisley : 1S-2T. Levi Ed-

wanls: 1.S2S. Homy Lum; 1S'211, .\gur Lewis: 1S;U1, Ezra IVardsley;

lS;i1,Cyr<is 11. Beardsley: 1S;!2, William Wheeler, .tr. ; 1S3;>, Levi

Eihvanls; 1S;!4, Charles ruitis.s: is:i."i. Levi Edwanis: l!v5l>, Cyrus U.
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Beardsley
; 1837, Charles Curtiss

; 1838, Mark Leavenworth
; 1839,

William Beach
;
1840, Koswell Wells

;
1841, Judson Curtis

;
1842,

Samuel C. Beardslee
; 1843, Agur Cable

;
1844-46, Cyrus H. Beards-

lee; 1847, Agur Beardsley (2d); 1848, James W. Beardsley; 1849,

. David Beach
;
1850, Eli D. Beardslee

;
1851, Charles Blackman

; 1852,

Ephraim Leach; 1853, Stephen French; 1854, David Beach; 1855,

Giles 0. Keeler
;
1856, Lewis Sherman

;
1857, David Wells

;
1858, Wil-

liam Huhbell
;
1859, Charles B. Clarke; 1860, Charles L. Hubbell;

1861, Waite Clarke; 1862, Burr Wheeler; 1863, Preston D. Peck;

1864, Judson Curtis; 1865, D. F. Whitlock
;
1866, C. L. Bostwick

;

1867, Charles W. Curtiss
;
1868, Willis Turner

;
1869, Eli D. Beards-

ley
; 1870, Burr Hawley

;
1871, James C. Johnson

;
1872, William H.

Curtisa
;
1873, John Powell

;
1874, Frederick W. Wheeler

; 1875,

David Warner; 1876, Henry C. Kiker; 1877, Lucius D. Lane; 1878-

79, Charles B. Wheeler; 1880, Edward M. Beardsley.

MILITARY RECORD.

From records in the adjutant-geuerars office the

following list is taken

:

FIRST CAVALEY.

Comjjany D.

John Davis, enl. Dec. 1, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Company H.

J. M. Turney, enl. Nov. 25, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 2, 1865.

Covtpany L.

P. Foley, enl. Dec. 2, 1864; must, out Oct. 2, 1865.

William Brown, enl. Nov. 28, 1864.

J. Burke, enl. Dec. 12, 1864.

Bohert Lee, enl. Nov. 28, 1864.

Thomas O'Neil, enl. Dec. 12, 1864; disch. Jan. 9, 1865.

MISCELLANEOUS.

William Eiley, Co. C, 1st Art. ; enl. Dec. 12, 1864.

G. A. Moses, Co. G, 10th Eegt.; enl. Nov. 1864; must, out June 6, 1865.

C. Holmes, Co. C, 11th Eegt. ; enl. March 24, 1864 ; must, out Dec. 21,

1865.

George Sherman, Co. B, IStli Eegt. ; enl. Feb. 1, 1862 ; disch. July 5, 1862.

John Lewis, 11th Eegt. ; enl. Dec. 9, 1864.

M, Pryor, Co. A, 15th Begt. ; enl. Dec. 1, 1864 ; must, out July 20, 1865.

James Cook, Co. A, 15th Eegt. ; enl. Dec. 1, 1864; must, out July 20,

1865.

Thomas P. King, Co. H, 15th Eegt.; enl. Nov. 30, 18G4; must, out Dec.

13, 1865.

AVilliam Eiley, Co. K, 13th Eegt. ; enl. Feb. 22, 1861 ; died June 8, 1865.

John Dunn, Co. C, 5th Eegt. ; enl. Dec. 1, 1864.

James Eyan, Co. C, 5th Eegt. ; enl. Nov. 29, 1864.

J. P. Tomlinson, Co. A, 8th Eegt; enl. Sept. 27, 1861; transferred to In-

valid Corps, July 1, 1863.

Charles Holmes, Co. C, 11th Eegt; enl. March 24, 1864; must, out Dec.

21, 1865.

S. Knowles, Co. C, 11th Eegt. ; enl. Nov. 29, 1864.

H. A. Smith, Co. A, 8tli Eegt. ; enl. Oct 1, 1861 ; disch. Nov. 25, 1861.

H. Lake, Co. A, 8tli Regt.; enl. Sept 25, 1861 ; disch. Feb. 5, 1862.

A. Leavenworth, Co. D, 17th Eegt; enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; disch. Feb. 19,

1864.

Edward Nichols, Co. D, 17th Eegt. ; enl. Aug. 7, 1862 ; must, out July 19,

1865.

H. B. Nichols, Co. D, 17th Regt. ; enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; transferred to In-

valid Corps; disch. July 1, 1865.

Ira Peufleld, Co. D, 17th Eegt; enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must out July 19,

1865.

W. E. Smith, Co. D, 17th Eegt.; enl. Aug. 8, 1862
;
must, out July 19,

1865.

John B. Waylan, Co. D, 17th Eegt. ; enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; disch. Oct S, 1 863.

W. Malloy, Co. E, 10th Eegt. ; enl. Dec. 15, 1864 ; must, out Oct. 25, '65.

J. W. French, Co. A, 14th Regt. ; enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out May 31,

1865.

E. W. Whitcomb, Co. A, 14th Eegt.; enl. June 9, 1862
; must, out March

1, 1863.

William Winn, Co. A, 14th Eegt. ; enl. Dec. 12, 1864; must, out July 20,

1865.

W. H. Adams, Co. D, 17th Regt; enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; disch. March 13, '63.

J. H. Saylor, Co. D, 17th Eegt. ; enl. Aug. 6, 1862 ; disch. Dec. 23, 1862.

W. P. Bradley, Co. D, 17th Eegt. ; enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; killed July 1, 1863.

J. W. Booth, Co. D, 17th Eegt.; enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must, out July 14,

1865.

W. S. Clark, Co. D, 17th Regt. ; enl. Aug. 7, 1862; died May 2, 1863.

J. W. Clark, Co. D, 17th Eegt. ; enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; disch. June 21, 1864.

Eugene Hubbell, Co. D, 17th Eegt. ; enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; disch. Feb. 2>

1863.

G. B. Johnson, Co. 6, 23d Eegt. ; enl. Sept. 8, 1862 ; died July 4, 1863.

P. Parmelee, Co. G, 23d Eegt. ; enl. Aug. 27, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

W. H. Wheeler, Co. G, 23d Eegt.; enl. Aug. 29, 1862.

J. N. Wheeler, Co. G, 23d Eegt. ; enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

C. B. Lyon, Co. D, 7th Eegt. ; enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; must, out July 20, 1865.

A. Downs, Co. K, 2d Eegt. ; enl. Jan. 5, 1864 ; died Sept. 18, 1864.

J. H. Taylor, Co. H, 2d Eegt. ; enl. Jan. 2, 1864; must, out Aug. 18, 1865.

H. D. Burr, Co. H, 2d Regt. ; enl. Jan. 2, 1864; must, out Aug. 18, 1865.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

CHARLES B. WHEELER,

son of Eli and Cyntha (Banks) Wheeler, was born in

the town of Easton (formerly "Weston), Fairfield Co.,

Conn., April 11, 1821. His father was a farmer in

Easton, married Cyntha Banks, and had a family of

seven children, of whom Charles B. is the third. He
died at the age of fifty years.

Charles B. remained at home, working at farming

summers and attending the common school winters,

until he was sixteen years of age, Avlien he commenced

to learn the boot-and-shoe business, which he has fol-

lowed more or less ever since. In 1851 he began to

manufacture for himself, and during our great civil

war manufactured boots and shoes for the United

States army, and had in his employ about seventy-five

men. He is still engaged in the boot-and-shoe trade.

In politics he is an uncompromising Republican,

and as such is the leader of his party in his town.

He has twice been a member of the State Legislature,

being the first Republican representative ever elected

in Monroe, one term of which he was chairman of the

committee on federal relations. In 1879 he was selected

by the Legislature to be a commissioner of Fairfield

County for the three years ensuing. He has been a

selectman of Monroe, collector of the town taxes for

twelve years, commissioner by appointment by the Su-

preme Court, chairman of the Republican committee

of the town for a number of year.s, besides other town

offices. He was a candidate for the State Senate in

1872, and though defeated he ran far ahead of his

ticket in many towns. He is a prominent member

of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and has held

various offices therein. He married Parmelia, daugh-

ter of Elam Beard, Nov. 19, 1851, and at the present

time is living in Upper Stepney, town of Monroe,

where he settled Sept. 5, 1850.

The Wheeler family is one of the oldest in this part

of the county, having settled in Fairfield County with

the first colonists. The mother of Mr. Wheeler is

still living, and is in good health, at the advanced age

of eighty-six years. She resides with her son Ezra B.





I,







MONROE. 435

FREDERICK W. WHEELER.

Intimately connected with the early settlement and

development of Fairfield Co., Conn., may be found

the name of Wheeler, from whom have descended

some of the best citizens of the county or State.

Frederick W. Wheeler is the only son of Chauncey

Wheeler and Laura J. Lum, and was born in the town

of Monroe, Conn., in August, 1841, at the "old home-

stead," which has been in the family for five genera-

tions. " His great-grandfather was named Joseph

Wheeler, his grandfather William Wheeler, and his

father Chauncey (who died April 29, 1880, aged .sev-

enty-six), all of whom were industrious men and good

citizens, and left the best of legacies, ' a good name.' "

His advantages for an education were such as the

common schools of his town afforded, which he dili-

gently improved. At an early age he engaged in

business, dealing in horses and cattle, which, added to

farming, constitutes his chief business at present.

He is one of the leading agriculturists in the town,

and his judgment is often sought in niattors of busi-

ness.

Very early in life Mr. Wlieeler took an active part

in political matters, being both by choice and inlierit-

ance a Jeffersonian Denuicrat. He was elected in

186G to the office of selectman, and continued in that

position for five consecutive years. In 1872 he was

elected town clerk, and held that position until 1879.

I In 187-1 he was chosen to represent his town in the

i

State Legislature, where, by his genial disposition,

rare integrity of character, and sound judgment, he

made many warm friends.

He is a member of St. Peter's Episcopal Church of

Monroe, and has been warden for several years.

In 18(il he married Estelle E. Brewster, a lineal de-

scendant of the "Mayfiower" pilgrim, and five chil-

dren are the fruit of this happy union.

DR. E. M. BEARDSLEY,

only son of Samuel B. and Abigail McEwen, wasltorn

in Danbury, Conn., March 5, 1823. He is a lineal

descendant of Samuel Beardsley, who was born at

Stratford, Conn., June 20, 1718. He was a farmer in

Stratford. He married Anna French. They had a

large family of sons and one daughter. He died

June 20, 1790.

One of his sons was named Sanuiel. who was born

in Monroe, Conn., jMay 14, 1760. Like his father,

he was a farmer. He married Phebo, daughter of

Silas Curtis. She wsis born Jan. 19, 17(i7, and died

in 1857. He was a soldier in the Kevolutionary war,

and was several times a representative to the State

Legislature. He was magistrate and soloetman of

his town for a great many years. Ho and his wife

were e-^tooineil members of the Congregational Church
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of Monroe. He died July 20, 1836, aged seventy-six

years. They had six children, viz.,—Silas C, Elisha,

Agur, Samuel B., Nancy, and Maria. Silas C. was a

farmer, and died at seventy-six. Elisha was a farmer,

and died at seventy-eight. Agur was a farmer in Mon-
roe, and died at eighty-one.

Samuel B., the father of Dr. Edward M., was born

in Monroe, Jan. 22, 1795, graduated from Yale Col-

lege in 1815, and followed the noble profession of

teaching for more than forty-seven years. He taught

at Snow Hill, Md., from 1815 to 1819, then in

Bridgeport for many years ; then he went to Danbury,

Conn., and taught several years, then returned to

Monroe and taught a select school until 1861. He
was a very successful teacher, as hundreds of his pupils

will attest. He was, as his fathers before him, a Jef-

fersonian Democrat until the repeal of the Missouri

Compromise, when he became a staunch Whig, and
later a Republican. He married Abigail, daughter

of Lemuel McEwen, Feb. 20, 1819.

They have two children,—viz., Edward M. and
Elma A., who married John G. Stevens, now of Mon-
roe, Conn.

Mrs. Beardsley was born in Monroe, formerly New
Stratford, Feb. 27, 1798. She is still hale and hearty

and living with her son Edward M. Samuel B. died

Sept. 17, 1873.

Dr. E. M. Beardsley was educated by his father,

and graduated from the Yale Medical College in

1844. During the time he was getting his education

he was an assistant teacher to his father, and in that

capacity made many warm friends. Soon after his

graduation he was engaged in the drug business for

some two and a half years in New Haven, when he

returned to Monroe and followed the profession of

teaching and the practice of medicine until 1861,

since which time he has devoted himself to his pro-

fession. His practice has been very extensive, reach-

ing far into the adjoining towns, and many are the

families in Monroe and elsewhere that look to him
with gratitude for his wise and timely aid.

Of late he has retired from the active duties of his

profession and devotes himself to agriculture. In

jjolitics he has always been a staunch Republican,

but has never taken an active part in politics. In

the fall of 1879 he was elected by the Republicans

of his town to the State Legislature. He served as a

member of the committee on foreign relations. He
married Elizabeth A., daughter of David 0. Gray,,

of Monroe, April 22, 1855. They have seven chil-

dren,—viz., Samuel B., Edward G., Charles M., Sarah

A., Louis B., Elizabeth A., and Mary L.

JAMES C. JOHNSON.

The subject of this sketch is the only son and eldest

child of Albert and Mary L. (Wheeler) Johnson, and

was born in the town of Newtown, Fairfield Co.,

Conn., Dec. 8, 1883. His father was a son of Joseph

W. Johnson, and was born in Newtown, Conn.,

March, 1798, and died at his residence in the town of

Monroe, Fairfield Co., Conn., on the 14th of Febru-
ary, 1871. He was a farmer and cooper by trade, a

man universally respected by those who knew him.

In politics a Democrat, and in religion he and his

wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church. He married Mary L. Wheeler, and to them
Were born three children,—viz., James C, Mary J.,

and Huldah F. Mrs. Johnson still resides on the

"old homestead" with her daughter, Mrs. Huldah
F. Edwards.

James C. Johnson was reared on the farm, and
early learned those principles which have been the

chief characteristics of his life. His advantages for

an education were confined to the common schools of

his town, except a few terms spent at an academy.

During the time spent in obtaining his education he

worked on the farm and in his father's cooper-shop

summers, and went to school winters. He taught

school two winters, and now recalls with pleasure the

time thus spent.

On the 26th of September, 1855, he married Mari-

etta C, daughter of Miles and Eloisa Beardsley, of

Trumbull, Conn. She was born in Trumbull, Conn.,

June 8, 1834. They have four children,—viz., Miles

B., Mary E., Seymour J., and Merwin W.
Mr. Johnson purchased his present farm of one

hundred and thirty acres in 1856, built his house in

the summer of 1857, and in September of that year

settled where he has continued to reside, and where

his children have been born. He has made nearly

all the improvements on his farm, and is to-day re-

garded one of the best men and farmers in this town.

He is a man well proportioned, about six feet in

height, and will weigh about two hundred pounds.

He possesses great force of character and a vast

amount of energy. Physically he has not his supe-

rior in the town, and probably no man of his years in

the town or county has done more hard manual labor.

He enjoys the respect and confidence of his fellow-

townsmen, and he is generally regarded one of the

leading men in the town. He is one of the leading-

Democrats of his town, and as such has been con-

stable, magistrate, assessor, and a member of the State

Legislature in 1871. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are mem-
bers of the Congregational Church of Monroe Centre,

and he is one of the liberal supporters of the same.

Very little is known of his early ancestors in this

country, but it is well known that President Andrew

Johnson and Hon. Jas. E. Johnson are descendants

of the same Johnson in this country.
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CHAPTER XLII.

NEW CANAAN.

THE FIRST SETTLEMENTS.—TJIK OLD PARISH.

Geographical—Topograpliical—The Fiist ScttlemeutH—Oi'gniiization of

''Canaan Parish"—Tlie Pioneers—Tlie First Meijting-JIoiise—The

Primitive Dwellings—Bevolntionary Ineiilent—"Ye OM Training-

Days"—Slavery—The Whipiiing-Post anJ Stocks—Pioneer Morehants

—Early Physicians—Industrial Pursuits—Poot and Shne Manufac-

turing, Etc.

The settlement of New Canaan was doiil)tless

commenced soon after the year 1700 ])y inliabitaiits

of Stamford and Norwalk, and the names of the ad-

venturous settlers may be found in the history of

tliose towns elsewhere in this work, as it formed a

portion of the old jjarishes until its incorporation, in

1731.

New Canaan is first noticed in the Stamford records

as a distinct parish Dec. 8, 1730, when John Bouton and

others ask liberty of moving out of town to join with

a part of Norwalk in order to be a society. The per-

mission, however, was not granted
;
yet in the follow-

ing year, under date December 14th, Ebenezer Seeley

and Nathaniel Bouton are apj^ointed tythingmen for

the new society. In the following year, 1702, Ebenezer

Seeley and John Bouton are chosen tythingmen for

" Canaan Parish."

At a town-meeting in Stamford, held Dec. 27, 1733,

it was voted that " the town agree that there shall be

a committee chosen to agree with those men that have

land lying where it may be thought needful for a

highway for the convenience of Canaan parish to go

to meeting, and to lay it out where they think it

may be most convenient."

The first meeting of the New Canaan society was

held July 1, 1731, with John Bouton moderator and
John Betts, Sr., clerk. The following is a list of the

Stamford settlers in New Canaan as ai)pcar in 1732

:

John, Nathaniel, Daniel, Eleazer, and John Bouton,

Jr., John Davenport, John Finch, Nathaniel Green,

James Hoyt, Job Hoyt, Joshua Hoyt, Eliphalet

Slason, Eliphalet and Ebenezer Seeley, Thos. Tal-

madge, David Stevens, and David Waterbury.

The late Prof. Samuel St. John says,

—

" The next year there were forty-seven members,—thirty on the Nor-
walk and seventeen on the Stamford side. Tlie first question discussed

by them was the expediency of building a mooting-hoiise for the public

worship of God. Decided in the affirmative, twenty-four to one. They
were unable to agree upon the place where the building should bo erected,

and they appointed a suitable pei-son to represent them in the General
Court to be held in October, to request the Hon. Assembly to appoint a
committee to fix a place for the house. It was decided that the house
should be built at the lower end of Haines' Eidge, the house to bo thirty

feet square and of a height suitable for one tier of galleries. A building

committee was appointeil, who were either to let out the work ' by the
great' or hire men by the day. They levied a tax of ton pence ou the
pound in the list. Then follows a list of members, with their a&sess-

ments. In February, 1732, they appointed a committee to make applica-

tion to the reverend eldoi-s of the county for advice and direction in order
to the calling and settlement of a minister. They were directed to Rev.
John Eells, of Milford, who preached anwng them nine mouths ou pro-
tation, and in June, 1733, was settled among them as their minister, re-

ading on Clapboard Hills. After this time the society's meetings wore

devot(^d til Hcii li businedg an devolven upon It at the prodent day, with »ev-

cnil items whieli an; now njanagcd by the town, hucIi ax taking cliar^« of

the Hcliools, laying out highways, etc. Their njc'-tiiign w<t<; miiiiiioiily

warned to lie held at 'huh two hours high at night.' Cl<x;kii and wnMum
were iirobably not common, and we find an appropriation of two nfill-

lings nine jience U) buy an horir-g)a><B,

"At this time all inhabitants of the parish were memberB, and were

taxed for its suppoi-t; it is not strange that some should have been rcntivc

and sought relief. One menjber petitioned the Legislature t'lthat effect,

but met there a committee from the society, who «iic;essfully oppoocl

the petition. They assessed themselves as high atl nineteen pence on the

lioiind, and collected it by 'stress' if necessary.

"The building of the meeting-house wa« a severe draught on their

slender icsourees. As the expenses of the society were defrayed by tax,

the seats were common projjerty, but the society was accustomed Vi 'scat

the meeting-house,' as it was to nied, .K^cording to ' rate aiid dignity.' By
vote, they gave Rev. Mr. Eells the scat next to thi> pulpit, on the women's

side. Similar seatings of the meeting^Iu^use ajtpear in the reconls of

.Stamford and Norwalk. It was the custom to apijoint si>mc person to

'set the psalm.' "

SINGING BY RULE.

"In 1739 they voted to 'sing by rule,' or tliat which is called the new

way ' in tlie congregation.' Huntington says this change from the old to

the new way of singing had been introduced in 1721. Thecightor nine

tunes brouglit over by tlie pioneers ' had become barbarously perverted,'

and the Rev. Thomas Walter, of Roxbury, Ma-ss., composer, in that year

imblisbed 'The Grounds and Rules of Music Exjilained, or an introduc-

tion to the Arte of singing by Note.' The book contained twenty-four

tunes harmonized in three parts.

" After six years' ' oxperienc'e' (as it was termed) with Mr. Eells, some

began to be dissatisfied, and in 1740 the society appointed a committee to

acquaint Mr. Eells and see if he would give his consent to have a vote

tried to see who is eusy and who is uneasy with him. The test showed

twenty-four uneasy. In 1741, Mr. Eells was dismissed. Tradition assigns

to him ability, learning, and piety, together with certain eccentricities

deemed inconsistent in a minister of the gospel. Ho continued to reside

here until his death, in 1785.

" The society proceeded promptly to fill his place. The Rev. Robert

Sillimaii was ordained February, 174'2.

THE ANCIENT MEETING-HOUSE.

"During his ministry there was such increase in the congregation as

to require an addition to the meeting-house eleven feet on each end and

twelve feet on the south side. They also built a society-house north of

tlie meeting-house, twenty-one by sixteen feet, with seven-foot posts.

This was probably to accommodate those who came to meeting from a

distance, and was furnished w ith a fireplace, where they might spend

the time between services, the meeting-house being without any device

for heating.

" In 1750 the society resolves to build a new meeting-house, fifty feet by

forty, with one tier of galleries and turret (belfry). This stnicture was

so far .advanced as to be deemed fit for use in 1752, though the galleries

were not made until 1787. In 1797 the turret was completed and the

first bell obtained, which was to be rung not only ou the Sabl>ath, but

also at nine o'clock every evening except Saturday. The new house was

built a short distance north of the old one and about one hundred and

fifty feet southeast of the present building. For ninety years it was in

constant tise as a place of woi-ship. Every Sabbath, Thanksgiving, and

fast-day its courts were well filled with devout woishipers, and the memorj-

of the old meeting-house will ever be hallowed. It was built in the stylo

quite common in that day, precisely like the one then in Stamford, except

that the latter had a spire that rose from the givund. Opening the double

dooi's, on the south side, we entered an area of small square pews, whose

floors were elevated iibout eight inches above the floor of the central ixir-

tiou of the room. This latter was at first filled with slijis ou each side

of the centre or ln-oad aisle leading up to the pulpit. A narrow aisle

passed quite around these slips, furnishing access to the pews which oc-

cupied the entire walls except where the ijoors ou the o;\st, the south,

and the west sides, the stairs leading to the galleries at the corners, and

the pulpit at the centre of the north side, occupied the sivice. The slips

in the centre were afterwards (in ISOS) converted into square pews. The

galleries v\ ere deep, filled with square pew s along the south wall, and else-

where with the long slips. The choir was ranged along the front, and

sometimes extondoil nearly the entire length of the g-.illories, the Kiss on

the west, the treble on the cast, and the tenor, or ' counter,' witii the

leader ou the south. The pulpit was a hexagonal structure, placed upon
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a pillar, about eight feet above the floor, and reached by a flight of stafre

;

it was neatly finished and painted white. Above it was suspended a

canopy or sounding-board, hexagonal in shape, about seven feet above

the floor of the pulpit, with a screw at the top of the iron rod supporting

it, so that its height might be adjusted to the proper distance for reflec-

tion of the sound. The arrangement was indeed stiff and awkward, and

was often severely criticised. 1 remember hearing one clergyman—

a

man of large size—remark that he would as soon get into a hogshead

and preach from the bung. The deacons' seat was directly beneath the

pulpit, access to it being had through the minister's pew.

" To resume the historj' of the parish : When their minister, Mr. Silli-

man, had served them a quarter of a century, some uneasiness began to

manifest itself. A vote in April, 1768, showed forty-six ' easy' and thirty-

seven 'uneasy' with him, but not long after they voted, twenty-four to

fifteen, that they would employ Mr. Silliman no longer. Mr. Sillinian

appealed to the General Assembly at Hartford, and the society appeared

there by their representative. The Legislature sent a committee to see

how peace could be restored, who advised Mr. Silliman to ask for a dis-

missal, and in June, 1772, he was dismissed.

" In the succeeding winter Mr. William Drummond, born and educated

in Scotland, was settled as minister. He remained five years, and was

succeeded by Rev. Justus Mitchell, who by his scholarship and devotion

to his calling and to the cause of education secured the prosperity of the

entire community and gave the parish a desirable fame throughout the

State. A spirit of toleration manifested itself, and the records show

many instances of the release of persons, who preferred other modes of

worship, from their responsibilities to this society. The pews were

rented to defray expenses and relieve from taxation. Mr. Mitchell died

in 1806."

THE PRIMITIVE DWELLINGS.

Among the first houses erected within the present

limits of this town were a few rudely-constructed

buildings, on what is now known as "Clapboard

Hills." Several of the first houses were also built at

" Canoe-Hill." Following more closely the western

slope of the river, a cluster of houses was built on the

upper part of Haines' Eidge, among which were the

old residences of Col. Enoch St. John, Elnathan

Lockwood, Mr. Moses Comstock, Mr. Uriah Reed,

and Mr. Aaron Comstock. Three of these have been

demolished and one so remodeled as not to appear like

an old house, while one remains essentially unchanged

in aspect.

The settlers from Stamford followed similarly the

course of the Noroton River, as also, still farther west,

that of Mill River. A single style of architecture

was almost universal, not only here but throughout

New England, in those days. The house was of two

stories in front, presenting two eligible chambers,

while the rear roof sloped off to the height of seven

or eight feet from the ground. A massive stone chim-

ney was in the centre, with its huge fireplace admit-

ting back-logs and fore-sticks four feet long, and still

furnishing warming-room within its jambs for all the

children. Here was the ponderous crane with its as-

sortment of trammels of varying lengths for pots and

kettles, the iron andirons, tongs, and peel with its

handle four feet long, terminating in a large hemi-

spherical knob (this was used for cleaning out the

coals from the brick oven, which occuf)ied a part of

the deep recesses of the old chimney), the spider, the

skillet, the griddle,—all over the open fire. No pro-

saic, economical cooking-stove or range had yet made
its appearance.

The rooms of these old-time houses were ranged

around the chimney,—^the keeping-room and parlor,

on either side in front, the latter with its beaufet dis-

playing the glittering pewter plates and platters and

a slender assortment of china cups and saucers ; the

kitchen in the rear, with bed-rooms on either side

;

the hall in front, with winding stairs leading to cham-

bers above. These all communicated by doors, so that

on festal occasions, in families moulded not according

to the strictest sect of the Puritans, this arrangement

furnished ample scope for merry games and dancing.

INCIDENT OF THE REVOLUTION.

The following incident was related to the late Dr.

Edwin Hall, of Norwalk, by Miss Phebe Comstock,

who lived at Canoe Hill during the Revolution. She

used to go over to her uncle's and climb an apple-

tree from which Norwalk could be seen distinctly.

Went to meeting at New Canaan. In cases of alarm,

which was given by firing three guns in succession,

the men left all and hastened to the parade. Such
alarms often came. Her father would run in and say,

."Now, girls, unyoke the oxen and turn them out,"

and in less than five minutes would be ofi" to the pa-

rade. They used to carry their guns to meeting; no

more thought of going to meeting then without their

guns than we do now without our psalm-books. " They
never had an alarm without repairing to the parade

;

and they did not go slow, neither." The alarm at the

burning of Norwalk came about daybreak. Went to

the apple-tree ; saw the flames ; heard the guns. Her
father and four brothers were engaged in the defense

;

the " dreadfullest day she ever saw ;" the guns kept

firing a long time ;
" a dreadful fight." She saw the

" red-coats" take up several of their dead or wounded
and carry them to their boats ; saw the steeple of the

meeting-house fall in.

TRAINING- DAYS.

The first Mondays of May and September were by

statute training-days, and every able-bodied man of

a certain age was required to appear for inspection

and drill. At ten o'clock they assembled on the
" parade-ground," which was an open field given to

the town for this purpose. The commanding ofiicer

sent his compliments to the minister, with a request

that he would favor them with his presence, which

he did, and opened the exercises with prayer. Soon

after they adjourned for dinner. There were two

companies,-—one uniformed, called the grenadiers,

the other the militia. The music was fife and drum,

and when, after wondrous evolutions, they marched

down the ridge to the meeting-house hill, the martial

ardor of the boys was at boiling-point.

The Thanksgivings were much like those of the

present day, except that the house of God was well

filled and the Thanksgiving anthem fell upon en-

chanted ears. The public exercises began with the

reading of the Governor's proclamation. (It had been

read two successive Sundays before.) It was an awe-
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inspiring document, especially as it closed with the '

ominous injunction, "AH servile labor and vain rec-
j

reation are on said day by law forbidden." After

the service the reunited families gathered round

tables loaded with a bewildering multiplicity of dishes,

among which roast turkey and j^umpkin-pie held their

long-established pre-eminence. There, amid repre-

sentatives of three or perhaps four generations, this

family festival held high carnival. Long may it keep

its power to recall the sons and daughters of New
England to the old homesteads.

SLAVERY.

Many of the early families were owners of slaves,

and when the Emancipation Act was passed by the

State, only those born after a certain date were ex-

empted, leaving the others still under the ban of this

hated bondage.

THE WHIPPING-POST AND STOCKS.

This evidence of civilization stood at the angle of

the road, southeast of the Congregational church, and

here the strong arm of the law administered the re-

quisite number of lashes to the luckless wight who
chanced to fall a victim to its degrading punishment.

EARLY MERCHANTS.

One of the earliest merchants was Samuel St. John,

in a building which stood near the Congregational

church. Other early tradesmen were Nathan Seeley,

Husted & Hoyt, Nash & Hoyt, Kaymond & Com-
stock, etc.

PHYSICIANS.

Among the pioneer physicians were Daniel Bou-

ton, Joseph Silliman, S. S. Noyes, and Lewis Rich-

ards. The latter was in active practice about fifty

years, and Dr. Noyes about sixty years, when he died

at an advanced age. The present physicians are

Theodore Roberts and W. G. Brownson (homceopath-

ists).

INDUSTRIAL PURSUITS.

" The occupations of the early inhabitants of New
Canaan were purely agricultural, with artisans enough
barely to supply their own wants. The tailors and
mantuamakers, and even shoemakers, were accus-

tomed to circulate through the town semi-annually,

making up the requisite wardrobes of the families.

The farmers were exceedingly patient, hard-working

men ; their farms required clearing not only of trees

and bushes, but of the numerous stones which in this

diluvial soil almost covered the face of the earth. To
dispose of these stones, they built walls inclosing

small fields. They raised wheat (until the Hessian

fly destroyed that crop), rye, corn, oats, and potatoes.

Timothy or herd-grass was introduced at a compara-

tively late period. Their hay consisted of the harsh,

low meadow-grass and the natural grasses of the up-

lands near their barns. The great problem with

them was, how to winter their stock. They supple-

mented their tender supply of hay with cornstalks and

husks and oat-straw. Their nUx-.k in the spring were

emaciated, and many of them died of " horn dlHtem-

per," which generally meant starvation. The old

wooden plow was a rough, heavy, clumsy instrument,

and I remeiriber hearing discussions among tiie work-

men on the probability of the introduction of an iron

plow which was then in use in tlie West of that day,

—

that is, Central and Western New York. I rejoice in

having lived to see the toils of the husbandman re-

lieved by the steel plow, the tooth-harrow, the horse-

rake, the mower and reai)er, and other machines

which not only lighten labor, but make it more effi-

cient. Nor will we forget the spinning-jennies,

power-looms, and sewing-machines wliich relieve the

women of the present day from that incessant hard

labor which in the case of their grandmothers, to-

gether with the inevitable care of the household,

crushed their physical energies and suppressed every

rising aspiration for intellectual and aesthetic culture.

Let the spinning-wheels, large and small, go to grace

the elegant parlors of New York—and I would

that they were gifted with speech !—to portray the

scenes of unrepining toil enacted at their sides in days

gone by ; and perhaps gentlemen might jjrofit by a

plow or flail of the olden time in their offices."

BOOT- AND SHOE-MANUFACTURING.

But there came a time when the enterprise of

New Canaan was turned in the direction of manufac-

turing boots and shoes. The town was dotted over

with little shops and ranked among the foremost in

that manufacture. " Niles' Register," giving an ac-

count of the town in 1818, states that fifty thousand

pairs of boots and shoes were annually sent out.

The following are now engaged in this business:

Benedict & Co., J. F. Bliss & Co., George Lockwood,

J. & T. W. Benedict, H. A. Pinney, W. G. Webb &
Co.

Benedict & Co.—This firm is a successor of Benedict,

Hall & Co., and has a reputation second to none in

the country for the manufacture of a good quality of

goods.

J. <& T. W. Benedict.—The business of which this

firm are the lineal successors was commenced in

about the year 1779 or 1780 by James Benedict, in a

small way in a shop attached to his dwelling.

There, with a number of apprentices, he made shoes

for the New Y'ork market. In those days there were

only about four difterent styles made, whereas now it

would be impossible for any one to find out the num-
ber. James Benedict was in course of time succeeded

by his son, Caleb Benedict, who in turn was followed

by his son, C' S. Benedict, who in turn was followed

by his sons, the present firm of J. & T. W. Beucdict.

This is a representative institution of the town.

Prominent among the obsolete concerns was that of

Ebenezer Ayres, who was a large manufacturer in

1825, and was finally succeeded by his son, Hebron L.
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Jared and Amos Ayres, brothers of Ebenezer, were also

early manufacturers.

CLOTHING MANUFACTURERS.

H. B. Rogers & Co.—This business was established

about twenty years ago in a small way, in connection

with a country store, by Comstock, Rogers & Co., and

was continued by that firm until within a few years,

when it passed into the hands of the present firm.

This is a large establishment, and justly merits its

present success.

George Lockwood commenced business in about

1840. The firms of J. F. Bliss & Co. (J. F. Bliss,

Stephen Bishop, James Fairty), William G. Webb &
Co., and H. A. Finney, although not among the old-

est established in New Canaan, are mostly represent-

atives of the shoe-manufacturing business.

THE NEW CANAAN NURSERIES.

The New Canaan Nurseries were established in

1848 by Stephen Hoyt, of New Canaan, and D. C.

Scofield, of New York. In 1856, Stephen Hoyt bought
out D. C. Scofield. He then took his two sons, James

and Edwin, into the business, and increased the busi-

ness until over one hundred acres were covered with

nursery stock. This nursery is, and has been for

many years, the largest in New England, and, in fact,

east of Syracuse, N. Y.

The nursery has no specialties, but grows a general

assortment of fruit, forest, and ornamental trees. The
plantings for a few years past have been about one hun-

dred thousand apple-trees, ten thousand to fifteen

thousand cherry-trees, twenty thousand pear-trees,

one hundred thousand to one hundred and fifty

thousand peach-trees, one hundred thousand, or over,

currants, and strawberries, raspberries, blackberries,

etc., in large quantities, while forest- and evergreen-

trees have claimed a large place. The nursery at

present embraces three hundred and fifty acres, and is

rapidly increasing.

The senior partner, Stephen Hoyt, died in 1879,

aged seventy-nine years, and the business has since

been conducted by his sons, James and Edwin. Their

sales extend over New England and many of the

Southern and Western States.

As stated above, this is a representative institution

of its kind in the United States, and much credit is

due its enterprising progenitors and those through

whose industry and perseverance it has secured its

present enviable reputation.

CHAPTER XLIII.

K"EW CAN'AAN' (Continued).

ECCLESIASTICAL AND EDUCATIONAL.

The Congregational Church—St. Mark's Episcopal Church—The Meth-

odist Episcopal Cliurch—The Baptist Church—Tlie Universalist Church

—Eoman Catholic—Methodist Protestant, Silver Mines—Methodist

Episcopal, Selleck's Cornei-s—Early Educational Eegulations—The

New Canaan Academy.

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

As the history of the parish was really a history of

the Congregational Church up to the time the parish

was incorporated as a town, and as that history has

been thoroughly detailed on previous pages, the

church narrative will be continued from that time

(1801).

Upon the organization of the parish the society

henceforth devoted itself solely to the care of the tem-

poral affairs of the church. The pastors from Mr.

Mitchell have been as follows : Rev. William Bonney,

1808-31 ; Rev. Theophilus Smith, 1831 until his death,

in 1853 ; Rev. Frederick G. Williams, 1854^-59 ; Rev.

Ralph Smith, 1860-63 ; Rev. Benjamin L. Swan, 1864

-66 ; Rev. Joseph Greenleaf settled in 1871, and is

the present incumbent of the pastoral ofiice. The
present church edifice was erected during the ministry

of Mr. Smith, and Avas dedicated in 1843.

ST. MARK'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

The first Episcopal church building erected within

the present bounds of New Canaan was raised May
13, 1762, on land obtained from Mr. Husted, about

three-quarters of a mile northwest from the present

church edifice. Says the late Professor Samuel St.

John,—

•

" There had heen a discussion respecting its location on or adjoining

the parade-ground. Tiie building was soon rendered fit for use, but was

not completed for many years, and for that reason, probably, was never

consecrated. At this time the cliurch-people here were accustomed to

attend service at Norwalk and Stamford, and the rates which were col-

lected of churclimen in tliis parish were paid over to the rectors of those

churches. In 1791 thoy organized themselves into a distinct parish.

Erom that time tliere liave been regular records kept. Tlie first wardens

were Stephen Betts and Dunlap Coggsliall, and there were thirty-four

heads of families who considered themselves as belonging to the church

and contributed to its support. Services were held about one-flfth of the

Sabbaths, but tlie church lang-uished until the project was conceived and

executed of building a new church edifice nearer the village. The lot

wliereon the present building stands was purchased of Mr. Eichard Fay-

erweatlier. The building committee were Samuel Eaymond, Edward

Nash, David S. Kniglit. Tlie building was finished and consecrated May
6, 1834 ; the old one had been taken down the year before.

" At tills time the Rev. Charles Todd was rector, dividing his time

equally between this cliurch and the one in Ridgefleld. He resigned his

charge in 1835, and was followed by Bev. Jacob L. Clark, who also had

the care of both churches. After his resignation, in 1837, Eev. David

Ogden was called to give his undivided attention to this church. In

1842 ill health compelled him to give up his parish, and he died in 1845.

The succeeding rectore were Eev. William Everett, 1845-46 ; Eev. Dr.

Short, 1846-52; Eev. William Long, 1852-55
; Eev. William H. Williams,

1855-58 ; Eev. William Cook, 1868-63 ; Bev. William A. Des Brisay, 1864

-74 ; Eev. Isaac W. Hallani, Easter, 1875-79. Eev. T. B. Fogg became

rector in 1879, and is the present incumbent.

" The church edifice was remodeled and the spire erected during the

pastorate of Eev. William H. Williams, and reopened May, 1858. In the



NEW CANAAN. 441

winter of 1873-74 the interior woh froscoed and two winJowH placed in

the chancel. The Sundiiy-school was orsanizoil in 1853, nndor the nupcr-

intendence of Miss Esther ISetts."

TUB METHODIST CltUIlCII.

The first Methodist society established in this part

of the county was at Dantown, in 1787, by IleV.-

Samuel Q. Talbot. It is believed that this was the

first Methodist society organized in New J'2iigland.

Among the first members of this ancient ciiurch were

Samuel Dunn and Rhuaina, his wife, 1787 ; Sarah

Selleck and Hannah De Forest, 1787 ; John Slawson,

Rlioda Slawson, Enoch Stevens, and llhuama Bishop,

1799; Betsey Jones, Susanna Fancher, Anna llusco,

John and Rebecca Hanford, Benjamin and Nancy

Seeley, Sarah Jones, Polly Stevens, Thirza I'otts,

Dorcas Coe, 1809; Millicent Raymond, 1810; Seth

and Nancy Olmstead, 1812; Nancy Avery, Agnita

Dunn, Nathaniel Dunn, 1814; Anna Slawson, Ruth

Dunn, Sanford Dunn, Betsey Dunn, Harriet Stevens,

1819 ; Isaac and Lois Jones, John and Sarah Seeley,

Isaac Potts, Sanford and Betsey Selleck, John D. and

Betsey Slawson, Betsey Brown, Abigail Pennoyer,

Caroline Monroe, Samuel and Nancy Selleck, Mary

Dunn, Catharine J«ne.3, Martha Hoyt, Isaac and

Nancy Selleck, 1812. A church edifice was erected

in 1800.

The first Methodist society in New Canaan was or-

ganized in 1808, at Silver Mine, and the following

were among the first members : Caj^t. Ebenezer Crofut,

Nathan and Sally Monroe, Abigail Beers, Daniel

Betts, Luther Comstock, Silas and Hannah Hayes,

Abigail Raymond, Delia Dickens, Miles Root, Ne-

heiniah Stevens, May Gromsey, Joseph Fitch, Amos
Dickens, Daniel and Esther Chase. The above-named

persons were all members of the church prior to 1 829.

From 1816 to 1833, New Canaan farmed a part of

the Stamford circuit, which is the oldest in New Eng-

land. In October, 1833, the first Methodist house of

worship, which is the present town-hall, was dedi-

cated. From 1833 to 1836, New Canaan was united

to Norwalk in a circuit under the pastorate of two

ministers. These were Rev. Elijah Hibbard, Rev.

Abram S. Francis, 1833; Rev. Luther Mead, Rev.

Abram S. Francis, 1834; Rev. David Stocking, Rev.

John Crawford, 1835. In 1836, New Canaan was set

off by itself as a station under the pastorate of a sin-

gle minister.

This denomination of Christians has made rapid

progress, endeavoring faithfully to do the work of a

true church of the Lord Jesus Christ. The present

house was dedicated Dec. 21, 1854.

The following are the successive pastors of the

Methodist Church and their terms of service : Revs.

J. Crawford, 1836 ; Clark Fuller, 1837 ; S. W. King,

1838-39 ; J. W. Selleck, 1840-41 ; Charles F. Pelton,

1812; Jesse Hunt, 1848; James H. Romer, 1844-45;

A. H. Ferguson, 1846-17 ; J. D. Marshall, 1848-49

;

Jacob Shaw, 1850-51; L. D. Nickcrson, 1852-^53;

29

Harvey Husted, 1854-55; Mark Staple, 1856-57 ; J.

L. Cildcr, 1858-59; C. B. Ford, 1800-^;i ; A. H.

Mead, J862; William T. Hill, 1863; J. M.Carroll,

1864-66; William F. Collins, 1867; H. M. Hammond,
1867; S. M. Hammond, 1868-70; B. T. Abbott, 1871

-73; I. M. Carroll, 1874-76; A. V. R. Abbott, 1877,

present incumbent.

THE UNIVERSALLST CIIL'KCII.

Univcrsalist preaching began in the town in 1832,

Mr. Ilillyer, and afterwards Mr. Hitchcock, officiat-

ing. They have no separate organization.

THE llOMAN CATHOLIC CHUKCII.

Services according to the Roman Catholic form.s

of worship were first held here in a hall in the vil-

lage, subsequently in the town-hall. Their churcii

was built in 1863. Clergymen from Norwalk, jirinci-

pally, have officiated at this church. It is at jiresent

under the charge of Father Russell, of Norwalk.

THE BAPTIST CIIURCH.

The first person in New Canaan professing faith in

Christ through baptism by immersion was baptized by

Rev. John Gano, of New York City, in the year 1772.

Soon after, as Elder Gano was baptizing in Stamford,

where a Baptist Church was organized in 1773, Bap-

tist meetings were held in New Canaan, and have

been held at varying intervals to the present time.

The records of the Canaan parish have several votes

exempting Baptists from paying society rates so long

as they remain of the persuasion.

Nov. 4, 1871, the First Baptist Society of New
Canaan was incorporated. Their house of worship

was opened Feb. 6, 1773, the service of recognition

being held in that house the 13th day of March fol-

lowing. Their pastor is the Rev. E. M. Ogden.

THE METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH OF SILVER
MINE.*

This church was organized in the year 1837, by
Revs. Henderson and Langdon (the latter the col-

league of the former), at the house of Mr. Ezekiel

Beers. Among the first members were Amos Dickens,

Delia Dickens, Hannah Hays, Abby Beers, Sarah A.

Beers.

Religious services were held at the house of Ezekiel

Beers and at the school-house, under the charge of

Revs. Timberman and Wade, Griswold and Lent, and
W. H. Johnson until the year 1844, when, under the

latter, the society enjoyed a wonderful revival influ-

ence, and F. L. Aiken, Lydia B. Aiken, Perry Beors.

Sandford Beers, Charles Piatt. IMichael Harrison and
wife, with many others, united, thus greatly increasing

their strength numerically.

In the year 1844, Rev. J. J. Smith assumed the pas-

toral charge, and the society proceeded to build a

church. In the month of August of the same year

* Cor.t.iln-.tcd l>y T. L. Pibldc
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the house was dedicated, the Rev. Zenas Covel offici-

ating, taking for his subject, "The prayer of Solomon

at tlie dedication of the temple."

The first board of trustees was composed of Amos
Dickens, F. L. Aiken, William S. Beers.

Rev. Smith was followed in the pastorate by Rev.

Witzel and Joshua Hudson, each retaining it for three

years,—the time prescribed by discipline. Their suc-

cessors have been Revs. 0. C. Dickerson, R. R. Diossy,

Grossman, J. H. Painter, E. Jones, P. Weaver,

G. B. Wray, N. Britton, M. Staple, J. Holden, I.

Brown, T. L. Dibble.

Latterly the church has been less uniform as to the

length of time she has retained her pastors, owing

largely to the change of boundaries of the work of

which she has been a part. She has prospered,

though subject to so many changes. The pastor for

the longest period was Rev. M. Staples, he being con-

tinued for seven years in succession.

A few of her first members yet live ; others have

passed away. At present her membership numbers

f^rty-six. The present officers are : Clerk, J. B. Mil-

ler
;
Trustees, A. P. Beers, Henry Harris, William E.

Lane, William Reynolds, F. L. Aiken
;
Treasurer, F.

L. Aiken
;
Pastor, T. L. Dibble.

There is also a Methodist Episcopal Church at Sel-

leck's Corners, but we have been unable to obtain any

data concerning it. Rev. William T. Gilbert was

pastor in March, 1879.

EDUCATION,—THE NEW CANAAN ACADEMY.

"Among the early settlers of New Canaan were very few men of liter-

ary culture. Neither the tempestuous times which had engrossed their

earliest attention nor their slender pecuniary resources had allowed them
the advantages of any scholastic training. But the New England fatliera

(and our pioneers were among them) saw that the only way to establish

here and pei'petuate a society which could satisfy their hopes would be

by means of a careful, thorough, and general education of their children.

The fundamental laws of the colony requiied, under severe penalties,

every town to provide means for the early instruction of their children.

Tlie statute reads

:

"'The selectmen of every town shall have a vigilant eye over their

brethren and neighbors to see, first, tliat none of them shall suffer so

much barbarism in any of their families as not to endeavor to teach, by

themselves or others, their children and apprentices so much learning as

may enable them perfectly to read the English tongue and knowledge

of the capital laws, upon penalty of twenty shillings for each neglect

therein.'

"It was still further provided that ' every town having fifty house-

holders in it should forthwith appoint one within the town to teach all

such children as shall resort to him to write and read, whose wages shall

be paid either by the parents or masters of such children, or by the in-

habitants in general.' Among the earliest functions discharged by Ca-

naan parish is the appointment of school committees. Where the fii*st

school-house was built and wheti cannot now be ascertained. It was

doubtless, like their first meeting-house, exceedingly
j lain, with no

needless room in it, and no useless expensive adorning. At this day we
can have no adequate conception of the extreme difficulty attending

those early educational measures, but their inrtuence on succeeding

generations has been incalculable. For a more extended education than

that furnished by the common—or, .is it is now termed, district—school

no provision was made for many years. Eev. Justus Mitchell, who was

settled in the ministiy here in 1783, kept a select school during a con-

siderable time. Eight young men from New Canaan and a large number
from other places were fitted for college with him. Eliphalet St. John,

Esq., who graduated at Yale College in 1791, devoted himself to teaching

at his residence on Brushy Kidgo, and though the school consisted

mainly of young men from New York fitting themselves for business, 1

still some citizens of New Canaan and adjoining towns availed them-

selves of the advantages of this school.

" The New Canaan Academy was established in 1815, and the building

erected in 18IG. The teachers were, successively, Eev. Herman Daggett,

Eev. James H. Linsley, Kev. John Smith, Dr. Samuel W. Belden, Rev.

Dr. Milton Badger, Eev. Theopliilus Smith, Hon. David L. Seymour,

President Julian M. Sturtevant, Eev. Dr. Flavel Bascom, Eev. Dr. Al-

fred Newton, Eev. John C. Hart, Eev. William B. Lewis, Prof. Ebenezer

A. Johnson.

"This academy about 1834 was converted into a private boarding-

school, and was owned and taught successively by Messrs. Silas Djiven-

port. David S. Eockwell, and Eev. J. L. Gilder. The academy was re-

vived in 1859, taught by Eev. J. C. Wyckoff for several years, afterwards

by Mr. Thomas Pease, and was broken up d\iring the last ye.ar of the

civil war. Twenty-five persons have graduated at Yale College from

this town, a majority of whom would have not enjoyed the privilege of

a collegiate education had not the academy enabled them to fit them-

selves here. Besides these graduates, a much larger number of young

men were fitted for business
;
young ladies also enjoyed in the academ}^

the advantages of a thorough course of study. It ranked second only

to the churches in elevating the standard of moral and intellectual cul-

ture in the town."*

CHAPTER XLIV.

NEW CAWAAW (Continued).

CIVIL AND MILITARY.—LODGES, Etc.

Organization of Town—The First Town-Meeting—Officers Elected

—

Selectmen, Representatives, Town Clerks, and Treasurers fi'om Organ-

ization of the Town to 1880—Present Town Officials—Harmony Lodge,

No. 67, F. and A. M.—Wooster Lodge, No. 37, 1. 0. of 0. F.—Friendship
Division, No. 10, S. yf T.—First National Bank—New Canaan Savings

Bank—Board of Trade—Postmasters from 1818 to the Present Time

—

Military Record.

The town of New Canaan was incorporated in 1801,

and embraces the same territory formerly within the

bounds of " Canaan parish."

THE FIRST TOWN-MEETING.

The first town-meeting in New Canaan was held

June 29, 1801, when the following officers were chosen

:

Samuel St. Jolin, Town Clerk and Treasurer; Isaac

Richards, Joseph Silliman, and Joseph Seeley, Select-

men ; Aaron Comstock and Samuel Bolt, Constables
;

Phineas Smith, Nathan Seeley, Selleck Scofield, Thad-

deus Seymour, and Matthew Fitch Gregory, Listers

;

Seth Hickok, Peter Bishop, and Israel Slawson, Grand

Jurors ; Nehemiali Lockwood, Seth Kellogg, Fence-

Viewers; John Hickok, Sealer of Leather; James

Lockwood, Sealer of Measures ; Nathaniel Fitch,

Sealer of Weights ; Aaron Comstock, Keeper of the

Pound; Claus Weed, Jr., Jesse Hickok, Tything-

men.
SELECTMEN FROM ISOI TO 1880.

The following is a list of the selectmen from the

organization of the town to 1881 :

Isaac Richards, 1801-9, 1819-20-22
;
Joseph Seeley, 1801-4; Isaac Bene-

dict, 1805-10, 1812-15 ; Jesse Ricliards, 1805-7
; Enos Weed, 180S-1O

;

Nathan Seely, 1811 ; Samuel Boult, 1811 ; David Stevens, 1812-15

;

James T. Eels, 1814 ; Jonathan B. Benedict, 1815-16, 1819-26, 1832-34

;

Aaron Comstock, 1817-18; Ebenezer Hanford, 1817-18; Ebenezer

Crofut, 1817-18 ; Stephen Hoyt, 1819-30 ; Seth Weed, 1823-30
;
Elipha-

* The above sketch of the academy was taken from the excellent ad-

dress delivered by the late Prof. Samuel St. John, July 4, 1876.
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let St. Jolin, 1820
;
Holly Sanford, 1827-31

;
Joseph Silliman, 1832 ;

Ile/.ekiah St. John, 1833-38 ; Iliuiforil Bavcnport, 1833-34; Watts

Comstuck, 1835-38; Ilaiifoid Carter, 183648; Daniel liostwick, 1840

-41 ; Samuel Iloyt, 1842 ; John Itayinond, 1843-44; Junieh I'attiHon,

1844; Ile/.ron L. AyrcH, 184.5-40; Ol.arhtH Itayniond, ]84.'".-47, IH.OT-

08; Alfrcil Rayniouil, 1840-.W ; CalidiS. lleiicilii t, 1847; Aiiilrew Itene-

ilict, 1848-61; Thomas Raymoiiil, 1849 ; Uzal HuHteil, 184!l; Sylvarius

Seely, 1860; John Warren, 18.')0
;
liurling ]). I'urdy, 1861, 1871-77

;

Stephen Hoyt, 1861; Teter Smith, 1862-6i); William L. Waring,

18.53-79; Samuel C. Silliman, Jr., 186li; Nidiemiah E. Weed, 1859-02;

David B. Hoyt, 1801
;
George I,ock\vood, 1802; Ii'a V. Davis, 1803;

Benjamin lloyt, 18(14-00; Andrew K. (lomstock, 1804-00; Samuel

K. Lockwood, 1808-74; Joseph K Silliman, 1873 ; Thomas M.Fairty,

1870-79.

The present, 1880, town officers are as follows : B.

D. Purdy, Thomas M. Fairty, William L. Waring,

Selectmen ; Junius Benedict, Town Clerk and Regis-

trar ; Thomas Raymond, Town Treasurer ; J. Craw-

ford, F. E. Chichester, S. N. Raymond, Assessors;

Lewis K. Hoyt, Solomon Lockwood, Edwin Hoyt,

Board of Relief; George S. Johnson, Isaac Lea,

Henry O. Taylor, S. Henry Hoyt, Constables; T.

Hawley, H. Terrell, William Wardwell, John E.

Whitney, Grand Jurors
;
Burling D. Purdy, Jr., Rus-

sell L. Hall, Registrars of Voters ; Charles Raymond,
Samuel N. Raymond, Auditors of Town Accounts;

Joseph Greenleaf, William E. Husted (1880), L. M.
Monroe, Edwin Hoyt (1881), W. G. Brownson, B. D.

Purdy (1882), Board of Education; Thomas Ray-
mond, Treasurer of Permanent School Fund ; Thos.

Raymond, Treasurer Town Deposit Fund; Joseph

Lambert, Joseph F. Silliman, Thomas H. Borden, J.

L. Raymond, Justices of the Peace.

TOWN CLERKS.
Samuel St. John, 1801-24; Edward Nasli, 1S26-.36; Joseph Silliman, 1836

-39; Samuel C. Silliman, Jr., 184(1-41, 1843-47, 1849-.52
; David S.

Rockwell, 1842; John B. Lambert, 1848;* Ijucius M. Monroe, 1864-

55; Noah W. Hoyt, 1860-58, 1806-73
;t Selleck Y. St. John, 1869-04,

1873-76; Augustus S. Dann, 1870-77; Junius Benedict, 1878-70.J

TOWN TREASURERS.
Samuel St. John, June, 1801-25 ; Isaac Richards, 1825 ; Stephen Iloyt, Jr.,

1820-39; Charles Raymond, 1840-52 ;g William E. Raymond, 1S45
;

Benjamin Hoyt, 1853-76
;
Augustus S. Dann, 1S70.||

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
ISOl-OG, Joseph Silliman; 180G-07, Isaac Richards; 1808, Joseph Silli-

man; 1809, Samuel St. John; 1810, Joseph Silliman; 1810-1G,1[

Samuel St. John
;
1817-18,** Nathan Seely

;
1819, Isaac Richards

;

1820, Nathan Seely; 1821, Stephen Hoyt; 182i-28, Samuel Ray-
mond; 1829, Watts Comstock; 1830-33, Samuel Raymond; 1834,

Edward Nash; 183.5, Joseph Silliman; 1830, Stephen Hoyt, Jr.;

1837, Samuel Raymond; 1838-39, Watts Comstock; 1840, Stephen

* Resigned in February, 1849, and Samuel C. Silliman, Jr., appointed
in his place.

t Resigned March 4, 1873, and S. Y. St. John appointed.

I Present (1880) incumbent.

§ Except the year 1846.

II
Present (1880) incumbent.

1[ A special session was called by the Governor, John Cotton Smith, on
the fourth Wednesday of January, 1816, to consider a memorial from
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, and Rhode Island to protect
the petitionei-s .igainst improper legislation by Congress. Delegate to
the convention, Samuel St. John.

** A Constitutional Convention was held in 1818, which discontinued
the October session of the General Assembly. Delegate to the conven-
tion, Nathan Seely.

Hoyt, Jr.; 1841, Samuel Baymond; 1842-45, no choico; 184«-*7,

Hanford Carter; 1848, Burling D. Piirdy; 1849, Tiinotliy E. Kay-

mond; 18,00, JohoiiIi Silliman
;
1861, George Gearlieart ; 18.62, Carllelc

liockwood; 186.3, Samuel K. Lockwood; 18.54, Biiijaniln N. Ileatli

;

185.5, Samuel K. Loirkwood
; 18.50, Benjamin Hoyt; 1K57-6K, .N'^ah

W. Hoyt; 1869, William E. Raymojjd
;
180(i-i;i, Beiijanilii N. Heath;

1802, Benjamin Hoyt; ]8(i3, Ebenezer J. Richards ; 18IM, Stephen H.

Pardee; 18(i.5, Apollos CoiimUiuk: 1800, Caleb H. Benedict; 1807,

Charles Raymond; 1808, Ebenezer J. Uichardu; 1809, Francis I..

Aiken; 1870-71, Mark Staples: 1872, Caleb H. Benedict; 1873-74.

Burling D. Purdy; 187.5, Justus F. Hoyt; 1870,t+ Burling D. I'nrdy

;

1877, William E. Husted; 1878, S. Y. St. John; 1879, .Samuel N.

Raymond.

POST-OFFICE.

The New Canaan post-office was establi.ihed .Jan.

19, 1818, and Samuel St. .John was ai)i)ointed jjo.st-

master. The following is a list of incumbents of the

office from its establishment to the present time :

Samuel St. John, appointed Jan. 19, 1818.

Edward Nash, ajjpointed Jan. 26, 1826.

Erastus Seely, appointed March 8, 1833.

Thomas S. Husted, appointed Nov. 23. 1833.

Charles Raymond, appointed March 20, 18,39.

Thom.is S. Husted, appointeil July ,3, 1841.

Charles Raymond, appointed Sept. 4, 1844.

Benjamin Hoyt, aiipointed Dec. 12, 1849.

Samuel C. Silliman, Jr., appointed June 23, 1853.

Henry B. Hoyt, appointed Sept. 3, 1853.

Noah W. Hoyt, appointed April 20, 1801.

Stephen H. Pardee,!! appointed Aug. 24, 1800.

Noah W. Hoyt, appointed March 22, 1809.

Noah W. Hoyt, reappointcdgg Dec. 11, 1872.

HARMONY LODGE, NO. r,7, F. AND A. M.

This lodge was instituted May 30, 1825. The fol-

lowing were the charter members, those marked

with an asterisk (*) being deceased: Horatio Weed,*

James Stevens,* Samuel Carter, Jr.,* Eliphalct Weed,*

Daniel Bostwick,* Darius St. John, Ebenezer Carter,

Jr.,* Henry Chambers,* Rufus Richards,* Hanford

Carter,* Timothy E. Raymond, Jacob Reed,* John
J. Brown,* Stephen Bctts,* Samuel Carter,* Joseph

Watson,* Samuel Raymond,* Richard Fayerweathcr,*

Caleb Benedict,* Anson D. Pcnnoyer,* John Seelev,*

Thaddeus M. ICecler,* Isaac Lockwood,* Hiram Tal-

madge,* Caleb S. Benedict, Enos H. Weed,* John F.

Raymond, Leander Slawson.* The first officers were

as follows: Samuel Carter, Jr., M. ; John Sceley,

S. W.
;

Eliphalct Weed, J. W\ ; Caleb Benedict,

Treas. ; Horatio Weed, Sec. ; James Stevens, S. D.

;

Rufus Richards, J. D.; Darius St. John, S. Stew.;

Caleb S. Benedict, J. Stew.

During the Anti-Masonic excitement the charter

was surrendered to the Grand Lodge, and at that time

Mr. Caleb S. Benedict was Master. It was restored in

May, 1860, and Mr. Caleb S. Benedict was Master.

Present Master, Samuel H. Raymond. Present

members, eighty-eight. The officei-s for 1880 are as

follows : Sanuijcl H. Raymond, W. M. ; Justus K.

Raymond, S. W.
;
Henry G. Benedict, J. W. ; Noah

W. Hoyt, Treas. ; Theodore W. Benedict, Sec. ; John

ft Constitution amended making .Tanu.iry session.

JJ Ml'. Pardee was appointed postnuister by President .Tohnso'.i, but

never entered upon the duties of the othce.

Present incumbent.
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Edward Ricliards, died.

Do Witt C. BuBcoe, must. out.

Lewis Bandle, died.

Cliaiiiicey Raymond, disch. for disability.

Floyd S. Ruscoe, must. out.

Justus M. Silliman, must. out.

Charles E. Seeley, must. out.

James A. Smallhorn, must. out.

George H. Wood, died.

Francis Weinberg, must. out.

William Wilson, must. out.

Martin Wassing, disch. for disability.

Squire A. Waterbury, disch. for disability.

George E. Waterbury, trans, to Vet. Res. Corps.

Harry Waterbury, must. out.

George W. AVeed, must. out.

Charles L. Bartow, must. out.

John Birdsall, died.

Charles Crofoot, must. out.

William S. Fitch, must. out.

Patrick Iniiis, nuist. out.

Charles Vitenheimer, must. out.

William Wright.

TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT.

Joseph C. Cronk, must. out.

Joseph Thomson, must. out.

Joseph Adams, must. out.

Daniel Wakeman, disch. for disability.

Nelson K. Copes, must. out.

George W. Thomson, must. out.

William Jefferson, must. out.

Perry Williams, must. out.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

PROFESSOR SAMUEL ST. JOHN.

Professor Samuel St. John was born in New Ca-

naan, March 29, 1813, and was in his sixty-third year

at the time of his death. He graduated at Yale Col-

lege in the class of 1834. In 1838 he accepted an ap-

pointment as professor of chemistry, mineralogy, and

geology in the AYestern Reserve College, at Hudson,

Ohio, in which office he remained until 1851. He
was principal of the Cleveland Seminary for young

ladies from 1852 to 1856, and during this time was

professor of chemistry and medical jurisprudence in

the Cleveland Medical College. In 1856 he was ap-

pointed professor of chemistry and medical jurispru-

dence in the College of Physicians and Surgeons in

New York City. This jjosition he held until his

death.

When appointed to the New York college he made
his home in his native village, and continued to take

an active interest in all enterprises undertaken for

the benefit of the place. He was one of the first and

best friends of the New Canaan Railroad. He became

president of the company, and to him is greatly due

the success of the enterprise. One of his last con-

spicuous public services was the writing of a "His-

tory of New Canaan," which he read at the celebra-

tion of the Centennial Fourth of July, and which is

an enduring memorial of his interest in New Canaan
and its people, as well as of his literary skill.

Professor St. John married, in 1840, Amelia P. C.

Curtis, who died December, 1856, in Cleveland, Ohio.

Their children were Walter, died in infancy ; Eliza

C. ; Samuel B.
;
George, died in infancy. Samuel B.

was born in 1845. He graduated at Yale College in

1866, at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New
York, in 1870. He was house surgeon of the Belle-

vue Hospital and Manhattan Eye and Ear Hospital,

New York; surgeon of the New York Dispensary,

Northwestern Dispensary, New York, and to the Eye
and Ear Infirmary, New York ; attended the hospi-

tals in Edinburgh, London, Berlin, Vienna, and Paris

in 1872 and 1873. He is a member of the New York
Ophthalmological and American Ophthalmological

Societies (whose rules prohibit the announcement in

print of any specialty).

In 1835, Dr. St. John visited Europe in company
with Dr. Parker. He went to Europe a second time,

and once more in 1873 he visited the Vienna Exposi-

tion in company with his son and daughter. He died

Sept. 6, 1876.

We cannot, here, give anything like a comprehen-

sive analysis, or pay adequate tribute to the char-

acter of one who, for his profound learning, useful

life, labors, and noble example of unselfishness and

integrity, was an honor not only to New Canaan, but

to Connecticut, which has lost many better-known

citizens, but none of more solid attainments or more
real worth. Very rarely does the loss of a citi-

zen occasion such a deep and heartfelt sorrow, such

wide-spread and universal sense of bereavement in

any community, as did the death of Professor Samuel

St. John in the town of New Canaan. It is another

proof that real goodness, real nobility of character,

will compel recognition in every class of society, and

Avhen such a one is taken away there is no exception

to the general sorrow, and the humble, the proud, the

poor, the rich, the vulgar, the refined, the reckless,

and the thoughtful, all unite, for a time at least, in

one common bond of mutual grief. Well is it for

those on whom the lesson makes a permanent im-

pression, who are able to grasp the full meaning of

such a life, and who resolve to make it a model for

their own.

Dr. St. John was loved in New Canaan as few men
are loved in any community. A native of the vil-

lage, he ever regarded New Canaan as his home, no

matter how far away circumstances led him in the

active labors of his life. New Canaan was the scene

of his childhood and youthful memories, and in his

riper years, when circumstances permitted. New Ca-

naan was his chosen and permanent home. He was

known and beloved by everybody in the town, young

and old alike. He was a warm friend of every pro-

ject having for its object the good of the town, and

devoted his time, talents, and means to promote its

interests. He was a true patriot, loving his country

and her institutions with loyal affection, but his

scholarly and philosophical mind, his broad culture
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"rich with the spoils of time," and with the results

of liis own observiition, and orif;;inal research in the

domain of science and learning, made him more than

willing to keep aloof from active eonneetion with the

management of partisan struggles.

In conformity with recommendations of the Presi-

dent's proclamation, that some suitable history be

written of each town in the United States during the

Centennial year, supplemented by an urgent invita-

tion of a committee of his townsmen, and upon the

positive assurance that he would be interfering witl:,

the prerogative of no one, he consented to write the

" History of New Canaan," which he delivered on the

Centennial Fourth of July, as before stated. From
this address the historian of this work has largely

drawn for material for the history of that town, for

which due credit has elsewhere been given. The
closing words of Professor St. John's historical ad-

dress are significant, and we cannot do better, per-

haps, than to reproduce them here :
" We who are

now assembled here, gathering up the influences of

this occasion, must soon be numbered with the con-

gregations of other days. The time of our departure

is at hand, to make room for our successors in the the-

atre of life. It may be that our posterity will assemble

here to review their past. Shall it be amid joy or

sorrow ? The answer is in part left to us. May he

who, at the distance of another century, shall stand

here to celebrate this day, still look around ujion a

free, happy, and virtuous people ; and may the God
of our fathers give us grace to so administer the trust

committed to us that our record shall enable the his-

torian to rank us with them as having been faithful

to the princijjles which they established !"

SELLBCK Y. ST. JOHIi.

Selleck Y. St. John, the oldest child of Zadock
and Mary W. St. John, was born at South Salem,

Westchester Co., and State of New York, on the

10th day of February, 1819. His father was the

third son of Samuel St. John, of Eidgebury, Conn.,

where he was born in 1793, and died at Lewisboro'

(formerly South Salem), Westchester Co., N. Y., in

1865.

His mother was the oldest child of Ebenezer Sel-

leck, of Lewisboro', where she was born in 1801, and
where she died in 1876. His parents were nuu-ried

Jan. 8, 1818; they lived together forty-seven years,

and had four sons. The father's death was the first

in the family.

Until thirteen years of age the subject of our
sketch had only the ordinary advantages of a common
school ; then for the best part of two years lie was
favored with the advantages of an excellent practical

academy, conducted by his cousin, Sanuiel S. St. John,
Esq., at Kidgefield, Conn.

At sixteen years of age he entered as a clerk the

store of Seymour Comstock, Esq., of New Canaan,

who was at that tiux; on(; of the lending merchants of

this place and vicinity, and continued in the mercan-

tile business as a clerk and for himself for about

eighteen years. He has often Ijeen elected by the

people of New Canaan to various offices of trust and
responsibility,—town clerk for nine years; fifteen

years continuously elected a magistrate, whether the

town went Democratic or Itcpubliean, and wa-s finally

obliged to refuse to (lualify to get rid of it, because of

its interference with his other duties; was among the

very first magistrates, if not the very fimt, in the State

to try a case under the "Maine Law," so called,

passed in 1854; was elected to the Legislature in

1878, and served in the sesfHon of 1879, the first that

met in the new State-House, at Hartford.

In 1859 the New Canaan Savings Bank was char-

tered, and upon being organized he was chosen its

treasurer, in which capacity he served .seventeen

consecutive years, and then was chosen its president

for two years, but resigned before the expiration of

the second year.

In 1865 the First National Bank of New Canaan

was established, and he was chosen its cashier, in

which capacity he has served until the present time.

In 1868 the New Canaan Railroad Avas organized,

and in the following year he was chosen one of its

directors, and served continuously until, in 1876, he

was chosen to fill the vacancy made by the death of

Professor Samuel St. John (who had been president

from its organization), and continues in that capacity

to the present time.

The New Canaan Cemetery Association was organ-

ized in 1867, of which he was chosen one of its direc-

tors, in which he has served continuously to the pres-

ent ; and upon the death of Capt. Stephen Hoyt, its

first and only president until his death, which oc-

curred in February, 1878, Mr. St. John was chosen

liis successor, and still act? in that capacity.

In December, 1840, Mr. St. John was married to

Mary A., daughter of Holly Seymour, of New Ca-

naan, who died in 1833, leaving a widow and five

children. His Avidow died in 1849, leaving the two

youngest children, a son and daughter. It was the

mother's dying request that Mr. St. John and wife

should give up their own home and come back to the

old homestead, which had been in the family from the

earliest settlement of the town, where her children

had been born and reared, and make a home for the

young brother and sister. The promise was nuide

and sacredly kept, and from that time until the

present, a period of over thirty years, there has

scarcely been a time, however short, but that they

have had this brother aiul sister or their children, as

well as other nieces and nephews of him-<elf and wife,

as members of their family, and in which they have

always been treated with love and kindue^, as if

their own.

They had only two children of their own, and both

are now deceased,—Amanda, born in 1844, died March,
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1879, leaving one little girl, Josie May Martin, to the

care and affection of her grandparents
;
Hannah, born

in 1854, and died in 1860.

During the last thirty years of his life Mr. St.

John has often been chosen to act as executor, ad-

ministrator, assignee, or trustee of estates and guar-

dian of minor children. Perhaps no man in the

town has ever been intrusted with the care and cus-

tody of otlier people's money to such an extent and

such large amounts, and up to this day he has never

failed at the proper time to account for every dollar

of the millions thus confided to him.

Another feature of his business life in which he has

great reason to congratulate himself is the fact that,

while acting so prominently in a fiduciary capacity,

and especially during the late war and just after, when
so many had money to invest, and there were so many
schemes to answer this great demand, some of which

were worthy, and an innumerable number of unworthy

ones, as was natural, his advice was often sought by
men and women as to wliat or where they should in-

vest their money. And he has the proud satisfaction

of knowing that no person, and no estate of wliich he

had charge of the investments, but that have already

or can now realize one hundred cents on the dollar.

And it was not because he was not thoroughly

tempted, as thousands of other men were, constantly

besieged and implored to take the agency of this,

that, or the other tiling, with large and tempting com-

missions offered as the price of his advice and influ-

ence. Happy man ! A million dollars would be poor

pay for the blotting of such a record and memory as

that.

On the temperance question Mr. St. John has been

a " radical" from early boyhood, having signed the

pledge when only fourteen years old; that was the

"old pledge," which covered alcoholic beverages only.

A year or two later, alone and by himself, without i^er-

suasion or influence of any sort, never having heard

a discussion or lecture on the subject, but simply read-

ing an article in a newsj^ai^er tliat accidentally came

into his hands, he resolved to abstain from everything

that could intoxicate, and from that time until 1876,

a period of over forty years, no intoxicating liquors

passed his lips, and then only as he took other poisons,

from the hands and by the advice of a trusty friend

and physician. Forty-three years ago this summer
he and and six other young men—all under or about

twenty years of age—organized the New Canaan

Young Men's Total Abstinence Society, and circu-

lated the first pledge of that kind in the town, which

has borne good fruit. And, what is a remarkable fact,

six of those men are still living, one only having

fallen from grace, who died several years ago.

During the winter of 1840-41 he was induced to

attend and listen to a lecture on slavery. He went

to the meeting with a strong prejudice against aboli-

tion and abolition lecturers ; but what he heard made
a profound impression uiDon his mind, as it was well

calculated to do, the argument being principally moral

and biblical. When leaving the house an intimate

fi-iend said to him, "What do you think of that?"

meaning the lecture. The answer was, "I hardly

know what to think, but it seems to be God's truth."

" Well," said the friend, " what are you going to do

about it?" " I don't know
;
try to do right. If I be-

come convinced that slavery is contrary to right and
justice and cannot be reconciled with the 'Golden

Rule,' then I shall be an abolitionist. I must be !"

^And yet hoping, almost jjraying, that he might see his

way clear to " do right" and yet not be obliged to be-

come an abolitionist. It soon became known that he

was on the anxious seat, and his friends became as

anxious to save him from what they thought would be

utter ruin and "disgrace ; those that were real friends

labored in season and out of season, kindly, calmly,

and prayerfully
;
pretended friends sneered and proph-

esied and even threatened, and this only added fuel to

the fire, for his was a nature that might be won, but

could not be bullied or bribed. It is impossible in

these days to comprehend or hardly believe the strife

and struggles that the abolitionists of forty years ago

had to endure and surmount. It produced alienation

of long-time friends, broke up the affections and har-

mony of churches and families. His experience was

only that of thousands of others. Friends tried to

persuade, dear relations, with blood-connected ties,

begged and prayed that he would listen to reason and

save himself and them from disgrace. Ministers of

the Gospel of Jesus of Nazareth interfered with advice

and remonstrance. And finally the culmination came

one evening, when calling upon the one minister who
of all others had his love, confidence, and veneration.

When, with a kind and loving seriousness and prayer-

ful earnestness befitting the attemj^t to "snatch a

brand from the burning," his reverend friend (and

he knew and felt it was a real friend) pictured and set

before him, as only a master hand can do, the grand

aiid glowing prospects that were opening before him
as a young man, in business relations, in society, and

in the church, everything almost that an intelligent,

ambitious young man might be sujiposed to aspire to,

was apparently almost ready to fall into his hands,

the interview ended. Mr. St. John had expected to

attend an anti-slavery meeting that evening and had

stopped on his way. He was staggered for a while
;

he saw and felt the deep and sincere earnestness of his

friend ; knew he was a good, esteemed, and earnest

minister of the Gospel, and that he ought to know a

great deal better about such a question of morals than

himself ; knew and admitted that many and most of

the consequences so dreaded by his friends would

come upon him, and yet he did not half know the

consequences that would follow him as an open and

avowed abolitionist, and well he did not, for he

thought he had all he could bear. He passed out of

his friend's door into the darkness of night with a

heart full almost of agony and eyes raining tears
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down his face. As he went slowly down th(! street

he reasoned with himself. Worldly ease and ambition

temj)ted him to give up and yield to the entreaties

and try to I)elieve that the slave was better off as he

was than he would be to be a " free nigger." But a

good spirit said, "How about the 'Golden Rule?'

can a slaveholder be doing what, and as he would

that, others should do unto him? and John Wesley

says, ' American slavery is the sum of all villanies,'

and / believe it! I iviU be an abolitionist and accept

the consequences. Thank (lod for this (h^cision 1 /
hnoiv I am right." And from that moment there was

never anything that could amount to a temptation to

turn back. All that was prophesied came upon him,

and more ; but all the trials and difficulties were or-

dained for good, as is promised to them that arc faith-

ful to God and humanity and a good conscience, and

now this chapter of his experience in life is regarded

and cherished as the brightest, and crowded with

pleasant memories.

Of course, as may be inferred, from the time of his

conversion he voted as he prayed and talked and
wrote. He acted with the poor, despised " Liberty

party" fanatics until the organization of the " Free

Soil" party, then with them until the organization of

the Republican party, whose grand and glorious mis-

sion Avas to first stop the spread, then strangle, and
finally, with flashing sabre and glittei-ing bayonets

and thundering cannon, in the hands of a million

"Boys in Blue," stamp out for aye and evermore the

American system and "sum of all villanies." With
this party he stood from the first, and stands to-day

with " malice towards none and charity towards all."

In 1836 he united with the Methodist Episcopal

Church, where he still worships. Creed and \)vo-

fessions he regards much less than the every-day walk

and conversation, and, while reverencing the Bible, he

has no fears that it will be sacrilegious to have the old

one revised and corrected, fully believing that we have

as good and learned men as they had two hundred

years or more ago, that are capable of revising it in

the interests of truth, righteousness, and revelation.

He has no anxiety either about what science has al-

ready developed, or will develop, in reference to the

truth of what is esteemed Bible teachings, for wdierein

trutli is really found God Avill be found also, and He
can be trusted to take care of His own.

From his earliest recollections he has been fond of

reading, and in his sixteenth year subscribed for Mr.

Greeley's New Yorker, a weekly literary paper, which,

he insists, he has never seen excelled. He continued

that until its ])ublication was suspended. He has

been a constant reader of the Tribune from its start,

has taken the daily regularly for twenty-eight years,

and considers himself under obligations to Horace
Greeley for more and better sound common-sense in-

struction in morality, social as well as political, than

all other persons or sources combined. In addition to

the popular magazines and other monthly issues, he

averages, besides the Daily Tribune, at lea.st one weekly

every day, Sunday included, and has one of the larg««t,

if not the largest [jrivate library of niisccllaneous ]xx>Vn

in the town.

His farm, which, when he came into p08.se<iion, had

been without a proper head for seventeen years, and

had become almost a wa.ste, has been cleared up,

drained and fenced, buildings renovated and added to,

until it has become; one of the best farms in'the vicin-

ity, and is now an unpretending but comfortable and
delightful 'country home.

He was re-elected to the Legislature in 1880.

CALEB S. BEXEDICT.

The Benedicts are of English descent, and came to

this country at a very early day, settling in Norwalk,

Conn.

The great-grandfather of Caleb S. Benedict, also

named Caleb, was one of the earliest settlers of Xew
Canaan. He died in 17G1, at the age of fifty-two.

An arm-chair used by him is in the possession of the

family. James Benedict, one of his sons, died at

the age of ninety-five. He was the founder of the

shoe business in New Canaan. His youngest son,

Caleb, was the first to begin the manufacture of peg
shoes in that place, having bought the right to do so

from parties in New York. His was a town-right,

which permitted him to nninufacture in New Canaan
only. He from a small beginning manufactured

quite extensively at last, probablj' to the amount of

one hundred thousand dollars per annum. He was
married at about the age of twenty to Miss Ellis,

daughter of Hezckiah St. John, of Xew Canaan.

There were fifteen children, of whom Cal^b S. was

the eldest son. He was born in New Canaan, Oct.

28, 1803, and was reared to the trade of his fathers,

working in his father's establishment until his mar-

riage, Nov. 9, 1826, to Miss Hannah E., eldest daugh-

ter of Deacon William and Polly (IMills) Crissey, of

New Canaan, when he engaged in business on his

own account. The children of the la.st-recordcd mar-

riage have been eleven in number, of whom eighi are

living,—namely : Harriet E., now Mrs. H. D. Lock-

wood, of Stamford; Mary J., now Mrs. William E.

Hustcd
;
Joseph I. ; Junius C. S., Jr.

;
Polly M., now

Mrs. George Kellogg, of Ocean Grove; Theodore W.

;

and Henry G. The three deceased are Harriet E.,

Williani C, killed in battle of Murfreesboro', and Ed-

ward S.

Three years since, Mr. and Mrs. Benedict celebrated

their golden wedding, at which there were present

ninety-nine guests, the major part of whom wore

their descendants.

The life of IMr. Benedict has been one of active

business ; considerable of his time has been given to

the interests of the public, having at various times

held almost all of the town offices. In 1S66 he was
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elected to the Legislature, representing his town again

in that body in 1872.

The manufacture of the establishment with which

Mr. Benedict is connected does not exceed thirty

thousand dollars i^er annum. Associated in business

with him are several of his sons.

EBEyEZER J. RICHARDS.

The Richards are of Welsh extraction,^and trace

their descent in this country from Samuel Richards,

who was one of the original settlers in Norwalk, and

who was great-grandfather to the subject of our

sketch.

James Richards settled in New Canaan some years

before the Revolution. One of his children, Jesse,

youngest but one of a large family, was married to Miss

Lydia, daughter of Jesse and Lydia Hickok, of New
Canaan. His children were six by his first wife ; his

second marriage was to Clarissa, daughter of Judge

Ebenezer Lockwood, of Westchester, N. Y.

Ebenezer J. Richards was the only child of this

second marriage, and was born April 3, 1816, in New
Canaan. His opportunities for acquiring an educa-

tion were such as are afforded by the common school,

with one term at a higher institution of learning in

New York City.

Possessing talents which would have enabled him
to reach success in professional life, he has clung to

the calling of his father, that of farming, from choice,

believing that to be a business i-equiring quite as high

order of talent to prosecute successfully as the learned

professions. Mr. Richards enjoys tlie reputation of a

successful farmer.

Ebenezer J. Richards was married somewliat late

in life to Miss Julia M., youngest daugliter of Han-
ford and Mabel (Fitch) Carter, of New Canaan.

Mr. Carter was a man of more than ordinary talent

and force of character, and represented his town a

number of times in the Legislature, and was for many
years one of its selectmen.

E. J. Richards lias filled many town offices, and in

1863 represented his town in the Legislature of his

State.

AVILLTAM EDGAR RAYMOND.

William Edgar Raymond, third son of Samuel Ray-

mond, was born in the city of New York in 1821.

His grandfather, William Raymond, moved into the

parish of Canaan about the year 1785, from Norwalk,

settling on a small tract of land in the eastern i^artof

the township, where he built a house in which he lived

and died. He was a descendant of one of three

brothers who immigrated to this country from France

in the early settlement of the colony of Connecticut.

Two of the brothei's, according to tradition, settled in

New London, the third in Norwalk. William Ray-

mond was a soldier in the French-Canadian war, and

his discharge and receipt are on file in the comptrol-

ler's office at Hartford. He came into the parish of

Canaan a cripple, from wounds received in battle, and

was comparatively a poor man, but he reared quite a

large family of children,—sons and daughters,—all of

whom, with the exception of the youngest son, Samuel,

went to other States and settled, and their numerous

descendants have made honored names for themselves

and families.

Samuel Raymond early saw his situation,—that his

father's few acres of rough land would not give him a

living,—and prevailed on his father to allow him to

do something for himself. On the rocky farm of one

Matthias St. Johu, young Samuel began the real battle

of life, remaining with him until he was bound out to

learn the trade of shoemaker. Mr. St. John after-

wards married his oldest sister. At the age of twenty

Samuel purchased his time and went to Walton, Del-

aware Co., N. Y. Here he remained one year, and

returned to his native town and commenced the man-

ufacture of shoes, in which he was moderately suc-

cessful.

In 1808 he was married to Polly, daughter of Jacob

Selleck, a well-to-do farmer of New Canaan. Jacob

Selleck became the purchaser of "the Shaker Farm"
when thqt society sold out and removed to Lebanon,

N. Y. It is now owned by the sons of the late Capt.

Stephen Hoyt. The children of Samuel were Char-

lotte, Charles, Thomas, and William E.

Samuel Raymond was a man prominent not only

in his native town, but also in his county and State.

He was well versed in the laws of the State, some of

which he drafted, while many were passed during his

membership in the Legislature. He represented New
Canaan in the Legislature thirteen years, with one

year in the Senate, and his influence was second to

none. An extensive reader, retaining all he read, he

could cope in debate with the ablest members of his

day. A strong partisan, but not an extremist, he was

thoroughly honest, and no party measure ever received

his encouragement or support if in his view there was

anything wrong in it. Party caucuses never succeeded

in whipping him into the traces, and for his adherence

to what he conceived to be tlie right, which was con-

trary to the views of his i:>arty in a matter relating to

the banks of the State, he was at one time "read out."

For many years previous to 1842 he had been en-

gaged in the mercantile business. That year he was

elected sheriff, and sold his business to his three sons.

This business was in a short time bought by the two

youngest sons, who remained together several years,

and was finally bought by William E., who continued

it down to 1857, when he sold out and went to Iowa,

where he had a large interest in government lands.

He went West with the intention of engaging in

banking, but, not liking the Avay they did business in

that new State, in the autumn of the same year he

returned to Connecticut.

In 1859 he was elected to the Legislature, and the
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same year he engaged in inanufactiirinf^, followiiif? it

to 1875, when lie retired. In 1878 he was eleeted

State treasurer, faitlifully and satisfactorily perform-

ing the duties of that office for four successive years.

The present four and a half per cent, bonded indebt-

edness of the State was rccDiinneiided in his last report

to the General Assembly, and by its adoption many
thousands of dollars have been saved to the tax-

payers.

William E. Raymond has filled various offices of

trust and responsibility. At present he is an active

trustee of the New Canaan Railroad; is a bank

director and an honorary member of the American

Board.

Samuel Raymond died in 1865, at the advanced age

of nearly eighty-two, and is still well remembered.

RUSSELL L. HALL.

Russell L. Hall was born Aug. 18, 1832, in Wan-en,

Litchfield Co., Conn., and is of Welsh descent. His

early life was spent in laying the foundation of the edu-

cation which has enabled him to become the successful

business man he is to-day. His education was both

common school and academic. At the age of sixteen

he began the trade of cabinet-maker, in Goshen,

Litchfield Co. As an apprentice he worked for George

S. Brewster for nearly five years, receiving as com-

pensation twenty-five dollars first, with five dollars

advance each year, receiving for the last year forty-

five dollars.

In 1853 he came to New Caanan, the place of his

present abode, and in the following spring embarked

in business on his own account. His success has been

uniform, and he stands to-day one of the prominent

men of his adopted town.

Elnathan Hall, his great-grandfixther, was a large

landholder in the western part of Fairfield County at

an early day, and just before the Revolution jjur-

chased a large tract of land in Vermont, which he

divided among his children, some of whom went there

to live. His youngest son, Elnathan L., moved to

Fairfield County, where he learned the trades of tanner

and shoemaker, which business, in connection with

farming, he followed through life. His wife's name
was Huldah Stone, of Danbury, and their children

eight in number, all of whom are living, the youngest

about sixty, the eldest nearly eighty.

Norman S. Hall, father of Russell, was a native of

Litchfield County. His business was that of tanner,

principally. His wife was Mary A., eldest daughter

of Russell and Hurd Stone, of Kent. Their

children were Russell L., Harriet E., Ezra S., Amelia
Saphia (deceased), Mary J., Charles W., Laura I., and
Lucy M. (deceased).

Russell L. Hall was married Doc. 24, 1857, to Miss

Betsy A., eldest daughter of Reuben and Sarah (Seo-

field) Jones, of New Canaan. Their children arc

Julia M. and Lewis C.

Mr. Hall has filled with satisfaction to liisconHtitu-

ents various o/Iices of trust in his town. He lias been

treasurer of New Canaan Savings Bank for some time,

and in 1878 he Wiis elected president of First National

liank of New Canaan, having previously filled the

olliec! of vice-presid(Mit of the institution for several

years.

CAPT. STEPHEN IIOYT.

Capt. Stephen Hoyt was born in New Canaan, April

7, 1800. He was the only son of Steplien and I'olly

(Carter) Hoyt, and had four sisters. Of these, I'olly

married Bradley Keeler; Hannah, All'rcd Seeley

;

and Sally Carter, Benjamin Hoyt; while .Julia, the

youngest but one, died unmarried at the age of nine-

teen. An only son, Steplien enjoyed all that j)arental

and sisterly love could provide, while he, on his part,

contributed, to the extent of his ability, to their com-

fort and happiness. His parents, in comfortable cir-

cumstances, planned to give him a collegiate educa-

tion, but " Man proposes, God disposes." Young
Stephen's eyesight failing him in part, he wa.s obliged

to abandon study and seek other pursuits.

When twenty years of age he taught the winter

term of what is known as the White Oak District

School. The spring following he entered mercantile

life, taking his father's interest in the store kept by

Husted & Hoyt. The business was carried on in the

corner-store now owned by S. C. Weed,—the only

store at that time in the village of New Canaan. At
the end of about five years Mr. Husted sold his in-

terest to Edwin Nash, who remained in the firm until

his death, in 1845. In 1837, Benjamin Hoyt became

a partner, and business was conducted under the firm-

name of S. & B. Hoyt. In 1840, Stephen sold his

interest to Andrews Weed, that he might give his

entire attention to the cultivation of his fiirm bought

three years before.

At twenty-three he was married to Sally, daughter

of Caleb Benedict, commencing housekeeping in a

new building built by his father ojipositc the old

home.

In 1824 he was elected captain in a company of

militia, serving three years, during the time marching

his company to Norwalk to do honor to Gen. Lafay-

ette, then making the tour of the States.

As a merchant he was obliging and popular, and

quite successful, but on account of his large and

growing family, which he felt could be better trained

in the country, he abandoned merciintile for farm

life. This he did against the opposition of his

father's fiimily, who idolized him and wished him to

remain near them.

In politics Ivc was a Whig, and represented his

pai'ty in 1836 and 1840 in the State Legislature. As
selectman he served several terms, and for many yo^irs

was treasurer of the town deposit fund. Ho was

an earnest advocate and defender of Inimau liberty,

and joined the Free Soil party in 184S and the Re-
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publican party in 1856. He was, during the Rebel-

lion, a thorough Union man, giving of time, money,

and voice, aiding his town to raise its quota, and in

assisting the families of those who had gone to the

front. After the war he withdrew from active politics

and devoted himself to the improvement of his farm.

He was a man of high moral character, and entered

heartily into any project having for its object the ele-

vation of mankind or the improvement of his town.

He took a resolute stand in 1840 in connection with

the, in his town, unjjopular Washingtonian reform

movement. Signing the pledge, he banished from

his table and fields cider, as well as all other intoxi-

cants. In this new and unpopular sphere he showed

the same resolute determination characteristic with

him in all his undertakings. He spent much of his

time and money in attending and sustaining State,

county, and town temperance organizations, and for

years was rarely absent from their weekly meetings

held in the town.

He was one of the fourteen charter members who
organized Friendship Division, No. 10, Sons of Tem-
perance, in New Canaan, in 1845,—an organization

which has existed upwards of thirty-five years, with

a membership at the present writing of nearly two

hundred. At his death he was one of the few charter

members who remained true to the great principles of

this reform.

Capt. Hoyt took great interest in the New Canaan

Railroad, giving much time and money towards its

construction. He was stockholder and director of

the First National Bank, and for several years its

president, and for many years director and loaning

committee of the savings bank. He interested him-

self in forming the Union Cemetery Company, of

which he was chosen president. To this work he de-

voted much time and labor, and advanced the money
necessary to make the survey, lay out the drives and

walks, and for other work necessary to bring the cor-

poration into a self-sustaining association.

The cemetery was dedicated in 1872. The elm-tree

standing in the triangle of the road as you enter the

village of New Canaan from the east was planted

there by Capt. Hoyt in 1870, and the stone coping

surrounding it was caused to be placed there by Mrs.

Dr. W. Parker.

As a farmer Caj^t. Hoyt was eminently successful.

His farm, bought in 1837, was known as the Shaker

Farm, comprising at that time one hundred and sixty-

three acres of worn-out rocky land, with poor fences

and outbuildings. He entered at once upon the

work of improvement, and long before his death had

the satisfaction of bringing about a complete trans-

formation, the rocky, unproductive fields giving place

to grass, orchard, and tree-covered, fertile ones, and
the old tumble-down fences and buildings entirely

replaced by new. In 1842 he cultivated a few onions,

increasing the quantity of ground until five acres were

annually cultivated, yielding from two thousand five

hundred to three thousand bushels. In 1846 he

started the first milk-route in New Canaan. In 1848

he formed a partnership with a Mr. Scofield for the

purpose of starting a nursery in New Canaan. Seeds

were sown and every arrangement made for growing

nursery stock. This was the beginning of the cele-

brated nursery of Stephen Hoyt's Sons, now carried

on by James & Edwin Hoyt, who have more than one

hundred acres exclusively devoted to the growing of

young trees.

Kind-hearted and liberal, no man of his generation

in New Canaan was more identified with its interests

;

and he was ever ready to lend a helping hand to those

seeking his aid. He gave emijloyment to a large

number, many of whom were with him continuously

for nearly thirty years.

Of his ten children seven are still living, three

having died in infancy.

Oct. 23, 1873, Capt. Hoyt celebrated his golden

wedding, which was participated in by nearly two

hundred guests, and was a social occasion long to be

remembered.

He died Feb. 24, 1879, thus ending the career of

an energetic, persevering, and good man.

AARON JELLTFr, Ju.

Aaron Jelliff", Jr., was born in Wilton, Fairfield Co.,

Conn., March 2, 1839. His father, also named Aaron,

was a hatter by trade, following it for some years in

his native town, Wilton, also in Pennsylvania. Re-

linquishing the hat business, he began in a small way
the manufacture of wire sieves.

He was married to Miss Caroline Dunning, of Wil-

ton, and became the father of nine children, of whom
Aaron was the fifth child and fourth son. His second

wife was Mrs. Bartram, of Redding. Of this union

there was no issue.

Aaron JelliflF, Jr., learned the business of sieve-

making from his father, whom he assisted up to and

after his marriage, which took place on his reaching

his twenty-first birthday, to Samantha, daughter of

Major and Hannah (Keeler) Dickens, of Redding.

The only child which has been born to them is

George H., born Dec. 18, 1861. After his marriage

Mr. Jelliff" commenced the manufacture of brush-

blocks in Georgetown, soon after removing to Wilton,

where he continued the business until 1868, when he

connected with it the business of making coal-sieves,

weaving his own cloth and making his own frames.

To this small business he has added from time to

time, until now the product of the factory consists of

coal- and flour-sieves, of muzzles, wire-cloth, and the

celebrated " Rival Ash-Sifter." This latter business

has reached such proportions as to crowd out the

brush-block business almost entirely.

In 1869, Mr. Jelliff" moved to the town of New Ca-

naan, and took possession of what is known as Water-

bury's Mills, which, in company with his brother
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Charles, he had recently purchased. The ])roperty

Avas in a sad state of dila])idati()n,
—

" Nothing local, as

one might say," but the whole having, not a mild, l>ut

a strong and most pronounced, ilavor of'decay. J5ut the

brothers were not of the kind easily discourag(;d, and

set about repairing the place as well as their limited

means would allow. First they were obliged to build

a house to live in, which done they turned their at-

tention to the mill, finding it necessary to substitute

a new wheel for the ones in the mill in order to get

the power requisite for their business. They put in a

" LefTe" wheel twenty-three inches in diameter, by

which they get over fifteen-horse power, and by the

aid of which they do all the sawing and planing for

their frames.

SAMUEL COMSTOCK.

Samuel Comstock is descended from the pioneer of

that name who was one of the earliest settlers of

Norwalk.

Abijah Comstock, the paternal grandfather of

Samuel, settled in New Canaan on the farm which

has ever since been owned and occupied by his

descendants. His wife's name was Deborah Bene-

dict, and their children were eight, four sons and

four daughters, of whom the father of our subject,

also named Samuel, was the youngest ; he was a far-

mer by occupation, but bore the title of major, prob-

ably of militia. He was also engaged in mercantile

pursuits to some extent. He was born July 15, 1767;

married, Dec. 6, 1793, to Catharine, daughter of Jdn-

athan and Sarah (Green) Clock. Joseph Green,

father of Sarah, was a soldier in the Eevolutionary

war and was killed at Compo, April 30, 1777, in the

fifty-seventh year of his age.

The children of Samuel and Catharine (Clock)

Comstock were eight, four sons and four daughters,

as in the preceding generation, of whom the subject

of this memoir was son. He was born July 4, 1802,

and died March 11, 1871.

The family of which he was a member consisted

of Deborah, Dinah (deceased), Hannah (deceased),

Euth (deceased), Samuel (deceased), William (de-

ceased), David, a Congregational minister, now liv-

ing retired in Stamford, Conn., and Thomas An-
thony, living in Brooklyn, and the father of Anthony
Comstock, agent for the Society for the Suppression

of Vice.

Samuel Comstock's education was derived from the

common school of his native town principally, with

a short academical term in New Canaan Academy.
At his fixther's death, which occurred when he was
sixteen, he was obliged to withdraw from his studies,

which he never afterwards found time to resume, and
assume charge of the farm, as the eldest son.

His father, just previous to his death, which oc-

curred suddenly, had been engaged in repairs and
improvements at considerable expense, which left

the estate somewhat encumbered. This encumbrance

young Samuel, Ijy his industry, prudence, and fore-

sight, al)ly assisted by his mother, an energetic w<)mnn

of excellent judgment, sf>on removed, and wits able

to assist his younger brother. At the age of tliirty-

five Samuel was married to Sarah, daughter of David

and Cynthia (Abbott) Comstf)ck, of Norwalk. Their

children were Hannah (deceased), Barah, Eliza,

Josephine, Clementine, and Samuel. In politics

Mr. Comstock was a Whig, but, although taking a

lively interest in political matters, he persiBtently re-

fused office.

In religious matters he was very liberal. He was

a regular attendant at the C<jngregational church in

New Canaan, and a mendjer of "the society."

Dinah Comstock, second sister of Samuel, was the

wife of lie V. Chester Isham, at the time of his death set-

tled over Trinitarian Church, Taunton, ilass. Iluth,

the youngest sister, kept a young ladies' boarding-

school in New Haven for more than twenty yeans.

This school was started by Dinah (Mrs. Isham) and

Ruth Comstock, and was knf)wn as Dwight Place

Seminary, also as Miss Comstock's school, and on the

death of Mrs. Isham was continued by Kuth Com-
stock, as stated above. The school had an enviable

reputation, and educated ladies from all parts of the

United States.

FRANCIS E. CinCIIESTER.

Throughout the entire history of the southern por-

tion of Connecticut the name of Chichester figures.

It is an English name and found among the original

settlers of Norwalk. The paternal grandfather of

Francis E. Chichester was David Chichester, and on

his mother's side, Enos Weed, both natives and life-

long residents of the town of New Canaan, Fairfield

Co.

David Chichester was a soldier in the Revolution,

and took part in the battle of Ridgefield. The action

was quite severe, David, however, escaping with no

greater damage than two bullet-holes through his

coat. His widow after his death was a pensioner of

that war. David was the father of a large family, all

of whom reached an advanced age, the youngest

being sixty before a death occurred among the chil-

dren.

Enos Weed was three times married,— lirst to a ]\riss

Powers, of New Canaan ; his second and third wives

were sisters, named Andrews, of Daricu.

The eldestson ofDavid Chichester, Isaac,was a Pres-

byterian minister, and at his death was settled at Ben-

nington, N. Y. Alanson Chichester, third son, was the

father of the subject of oiu- sketch. He was a farmer by

occupation, a man of much force of character, though

retiring in his manner. He was married earlv in life

to Sally, eldest daughter of Enos and Kesiah (Powers)

Weed, of New Canaan. Their children were Han-
nah, Francis E., George A. (merchant in Danbury),
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Sarah (deceased), David N. (living on the homestead

in Pound Eidge), and Mary P.

Francis E. Cliichester was the eldest son and was

born Nov. 15, 1822, in New Canaan, where he lived

until his fifth year, when his father removed to Pound
Ridge, Westchester Co., N. Y. Here Francis re-

mained till his marriage, Jan. 29, 1845, to Miss

Adelia J., second daughter of Frederick and Polly

(St. John) Barrett, of Bedford, N. Y.

Francis' boyhood was spent in helping his father

with his farm work and in attending school. After his

marriage he returned to his native town and began

farming on his grandfather Weed's farm, working it

on shares at first, afterwards buying it, it being his

home at the present time. The children of Mr. and

Mrs. Chichester have been Amelia J. (now Mrs.

Samuel L. Whaley, of New Canaan) and Helen F.

(deceased).

In politics Mr. Chichester is Republican, and by

his party has been elected to fill various town offices.

The entire family are members of the Congrega-

tional Church of New Canaan, to the support of

which they liberally contribute.

CHAPTER XLV.

NEW FAIHFIEIiD.

Geographical—Topograjthical—Original Grant—Ebenezer Burr—First

Survey—Indian Village—Indian Burying-Ground—The Pioneers

—

The Drain Company—Ecclesiastical—First Congregational Church

—

List of Representatives.

The town of New Fairfield lies in the northern part

of the county, and is bounded as follows : On the

north by Sherman ; on the east by Litchfield County

and the town of Brookfield ; on the south by Dan-

bury ; and on the west by Putnam Co., N. Y. The
surface of the town is generally hilly, and the soil

fertile.

This town was granted to twelve proprietors, who
made a division and allotment of rights and surveyed

it about 1736-37. The grant comprised the present

towns of New Fairfield and Sherman, called the

"Lower and the Upper Seven Miles." The choice of

location in the allotment was won by Ebenezer Burr,

of Fairfield, who, not having explored the township,

chose the centre lot in the "Lower Seven Miles,"

which, when located and surveyed, included a large

part of what is now called " Short Woods," a moun-
tainous portion, and the least valuable of any of the

townships. The remains of a dwelling occupied by

some of the descendants of Ebenezer Burr still exist

near the residence of Richard Barrett.

The southeastern portion of the town, easterly from

Wood Creek, was surveyed by Thomas and John Ed-

wards, of Stratford, in 1737. Their survey comprised a

tract oftwo hundred and thirty-six acres, and included

a part of the farms now owned by B. B. Kellogg, Esq.,

and Mrs. H. G. Betts. This portion of the town was

then called the " Apple-trees," from some apple-trees

which it is said were planted by the Indians, and

were standing within the recollection of persons now
living. On a portion of this tract surveyed by the

Edwards were an Indian village and burying-ground.

Many stone implements and curiosities of Indian

workmanship are turned up by the plow in cultivat-

ing the soil, some of which have been presented to

the Smithsonian Institution, at Washington, by Mr.

B. B. Kellogg.

The ridge of land northerly from Neversink Pond
was surveyed by Onesimus Gould a little later in the

same year of the Edwards survey. A large tract of

swamp-laud, covered with pine, now known as " the

Pine Swamp," had previously been surveyed by

Thomas Reed. Gould's survey commenced at the

southwest corner of Reed's pine swamp, and running

westerly over the hill to near the south end of " Bear's

Pond," and then southerly by the swamp around the

south end of the ridge by Neversink Pond, thence

northerly to the place of beginning, taking in all the

upland.

In the swamp northerly from Neversink Pond was

formerly a heavy growth of white cedar. This was

considered of so much value by the first proprietors

for the purpose of making pails, tubs, and wooden-

ware, which were all home-made, that this tract was

surveyed and divided into twelve lots, which still re-

main as originally surveyed. The title to some of

these lots is rather vague, in consequence of their not

having been distributed or properly conveyed in the

settlement of the estates of the proprietors or their

descendants.
THE PIONEERS.

Among the early settlers were Medack Rogers,

grandfather of D. B. Rogers, of Danbury, Jeroe Scud-

der, who lived in what is now Centerville, Thomas

Burse, the Beardsleys, the Penfields, Squire Tread-

well, grandfather of L. P. Treadwell, treasurer of the

Union Savings Bank of Danbury, and Amos R. Ste-

vens. The latter was in the war of the Revolution,

and was an ancestor of Hon. Ezra Stevens, who

represented this district in the State Senate. The

Manzer family were at one time prominent in the

affairs of the town. Tliere were five sons in the

family, to each of whom the father gave a farm. He
was a large landholder, and owned nearly the whole

northeastern part of the town. The names of other

settlers may be found in the history of the Congrega-

tional Church. The Kelloggs were early and promi-

nent settlers. (See biography of Hon. B. B. Kellogg.)

THE DRAIN COMPANY.

A petition for the organization of this company was

granted by the Superior Court in September, 1880,

and S. L. Warner, of New Milford, and B. B. Kel-

logg, of this town, were appointed scavengers. The

petition was presented by proprietors of the extensive
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swamp-lands situated in tlie towns of New Fairfield,

Brookficld, and New MilCord, witli eertain deserilx^d

bounds named, for the j)ur[)ose of draining and im-

proving such lands.

Messrs. Warner and Kellogg were directed by the

court to call a meeting of the proprietors, to be held

at Mr. Kellogg's residence, to appoint a third scaven-

ger and other officers. The meeting was held Oct. 1 1,

1880, when D. H. Wanzer, of New Milford, was elected

third scavenger, C. D. H. Kellogg clerk, A. E. Knowles,

of New Milford, collector, and B. B. Kellogg, treas-

urer.

These swamp-lands comprise a tract estimated to

contain near three thousand acres, a large portion

now unimproved and unproductive, except for a

growth of wood on some portions, most of whicli has

sprung U2> since it was partially drained under a grant

from the Legislature passed in 1842.

Previous to that time it had been a vast quagmire,

much of it'covered with water the greater part of the

year, a feeding- and resting-place for the wild geese

and ducks in their migratory flights from the sea to

the northern lakes and return, the paradise of the

muskrat, the mink, and the otter, and where the far-

mers sometimes turned their swine during the summer
months to feed on the wild roots which grew in abun-

dance in this water-covered marsh, losing sight of

them for weeks, and sometimes months, until time

for fattening in the fall, when after a long and weary

hunt they would be found in a semi-wild state, but in

a much improved condition.

The commissioners appointed in 1842 made a survey

of the stream, having to navigate it in a boat, and also

of what was called the " outlet." This is a narrow

gorge between what is known as the Green Pond
Mountain and the high ridge directly east. The ob-

struction may have been formed by a slip from the

mountain in some former period, thereby causing the

inundation of a large tract of land, the water grad-

ually wearing a partial channel through the obstruc-

tion in the course of years, leaving the accumulated

vegetable deposit a store-house of undeveloped wealth,

waiting for the intelligence of some age to appreciate,

develop, and utilize its fertility.

The commissioners had the prejudices of many of

the then proprietors to contend against. They looked

upon it as a Nazareth out of which no good could

come. Many a stray steer or cow had broken from

its enclosure and wandered into the treacherous bog,

and found a resting-place for its bones, or if discov-

ered in season been hauled out with ropes by the

combined strength of the neighboring farmers, who
often, after a hard day of labor, were called upon at

sunset or dark to assist in pulling from the mire. It

seemed to them "casting bread upon the waters"

with no hope of return.

The commissioners had the stream cleared of ob-

structions and deepened the outlet, expending about
fourteen hundred dollars, which was paid by an as-

sessment on tlie jtroprietors. Tlie draining was only

)iartially accoiriplished, hut the result fully provt^d the

wisdom of the jirojectors. Home of the more elevatf,-d

portions have been cultivated and now made into val-

uable meadow, and, with further improvement which

the scavengers now appointed have in view, it in be-

lieved the whole can be converted into most valuable

lands for meadow and general agric-ulture.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCII.»

The church was organized Nov. '.>, 1742. The first

pastor was Benajah Case, and on his settlement two

hundred acres of land were given him by the town-

proprietors.

When Mr. Case was settled, or how long he re-

mained pastor, we have now no means of a.'icertain-

ing, as the first leaf of the church records was lost

years ago. The first entry on the society's record was

in 1755. There had been a diflficulty with Mr. Case,

it appears, throughout most of his pastorate. The
society was trying to settle it with him, and voted to

'leave it to outside i^arties. At the same time they

were extending invitations to their " Danbury neigh-

bors" to join with them in society business and

privileges, referring to a district on the north part of

Danbury, called Pembroke, some of whom acceded to

their invitation. The probability is that Jlr. Case's

pastorate extended to 1755 or thereabouts.

Rev. James Taylor was installed pastor in 1758,

and in 1764 comj)laint was made against him that he

left the doctrines and principles of the church, and
had drawn off a part of the people, and met in a

private house for worship. The following is the pro-

test of a i^art of the society

:

" Whereas, At a meeting of the South Society in New Faii fiehl, Decem-
ber the Gtli, 17G4, the Society, hy a major vote, invited Jlr. Jiinu'S Tayhir

into the meeting-house to prcacli, altliougli he has, mitwithstamling liis

ordination vows, openly deserted liis pastoral office, cast off witli seem-

ing contempt the religious constitution of this colony, and sci>anited

from the First C'liurch in this Society, and lias with others set up and

maintains a meeting in a private house on tlio Lord's day, to the disturh-

anco of those that wiirship in the meeting-house, contrary tn a law of

this colony in that case made and i)rovided; and it is judged fft" a united

council of both Consociations iu this county of Fairlield that he, ye sd

Mr. Taylor, ought not to he employed or encouraged in exercising any
part of the ministerial olKcc. The subscribers, looking u\Hm sd Jlr.

Taylor to be an intruder into ye sacred work of the ministry, think

oiii'selves in duty bound to enter a protest against sd vote, as w ituoss our

hands on ye sd date above.

"John Hi'.AnDsi.EE. Nehemiah Beardslee.

"OiiAUiAU ]!eaiidslee. Petek I'eneielii.

"Benjamin Tavi.or. Gideon Beauuslee.

"John Faiucuii.ii. Josiau ]!eari>si.ee.

"Elnathan IIai.i,. David Wakelf.e.
" Daniei, Smith. Seth THowimiixiE.

"rHixE.\s Beakdsi.ee. Elijah Fairohild.

"Hezekiah Odell.

"Test: Samuel Trowbriimik,

" Societji'e CJwi."

A vote was passed in society's meeting " ye 21st

day of May, 1765," that they would not employ Mr.

Taylor any longer, and Mr. Taylor would not give up

* Contributed by D. B. Kogcrs.
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the iise of the parsonage land till in 1768, when
Rev. Joseph Peck was called as pastor.

The names of the first members cannot now be

given on account of the loss of some part of the first

records. Doubtless, some of the following names

found, under date of 1758, are of the first : Benajah

Case and wife. Deacon Samuel Trowbridge and wife.

Deacon Pardee, Thomas Hodges and wife, Samuel

Wheeler and wife, John Beardslee and wife, Obadiah

Beardslee and wife, Elnathan Hall and wife, Jabez

Hall, Samuel Gregory and wife, Nathaniel Barnum
and wife, John June and wife, Andrew Fairchild

and wife, Thomas Brush and wife, Caleb Trowbridge

and wife, Hezekiah Odell and wife, James Baker and

wife, John Mitchell and wife, Joseph Rundle, Josiah

Bass, Thomas Cosier, Eben Stevens and wife, Jon-

athan Weeks and wife, Edward Lacey and wife,

Abel Barnum and wife, Noah Smith and wife, Daniel

Smith and wife, Mary Comstock, Dorothy Pardee,

Jemima Beardslee, and Eunice Beardslee.

In 1775, Mr. Peck was dismissed at his own request.

In 1786, Rev. Medad Rogers was installed pastor,

'

and in 1818 a revival began in the busiest season of

the year, and about one hundred were converted. It

has always since been spoken of as the " great revival."

There have been seasons of revival at different times

since and additions to the church.

The present number is not far from fifty resident

members. Many in years past have removed to vari-

ous parts of the West and elsewhere.

In the last century the minister was supported by

tax in part, and in part by a farm of about two hun-

dred acres. The taxes were not always paid, from

poor individuals, consequently the minister suff'ered

and the society was getting behind in paying him. At

one time a receipt was given by one of the ministers

for one thousand dollars as balance for a long term of

years. At some of the society meetings a committee

was appointed to see how much the minister would

be willing to accept in lieu of what was due him.

One hutjdred dollars in money was frequently all he

would name for a year.

The following are extracts from the records of the

society taken at random

:

" Dec. 1, 175G.

—

Voted, To adjourn tliis meeting to Monday next, at sun

one hour high, at the school-liouse."

At another time,
" Voted, To adjourn sci meeting the 13th of Instant April, at sun 2

hours Iiigli at night, at ye scliool-Iiouse. I'ut to vote to give Sergeant

Hezekiali Stevens 2 shillings & 2 pence for sweeping the meeting-house

& sliutting the doors and windows for ye ensuing year past, etc.

" Voted, To give Leed & .Jahesh Hall four shillings for sweeping the

meeting-house & keeping the kee of the dore, & opening & shutting the

dore & shutting the windows for ye year ensuing.

" 1704.

—

Voted, To Mr. Elisha HuUliard 19s. 9rf. to sweep the meeting-

liouse & shut doors & windows (sd house to be swept once in 2 weeks).

'•1795.— Voted, To Elisha Hubbard £1 is. & dd. for sweeping, etc., if he

do it well.

" Voted, To give Eleazer Osborne $3,99 for sweeping the meeting-house,

etc., in 1803."

They were in the habit of renting the pews from

1755 to 1798, when we see no more record of the fact.

Rev. Ebenezer Davenport preached for the society

in 1766 ; it is not known how long. They were much
pleased with him, and made him an oifer of settle-

ment, but he did not accede to the proposal. They
also made proposals to a Mr. Mills and to a Mr.

Barrett. The society voted that the grist that was

brought first to the mill should be ground first. They
also voted on the subject of schools and dividing into

districts, etc.

The following are the dates of ordination and dis-

missal of the several pastors of the church in New
Fairfield after the Rev. Benajah Case : James Taylor,

1758-64
;
Joseph Peck, 1769-75 ; Medad Rogers, 1786-

1822 (he died in 1824, aged seventy-four) ; Abram
0. Stansbury, 1823-26; Daniel Crocker, 1827 (died

1830); George Coan, 1833-35; Benajah Y. Morse,

1835-38 (supply) ; David C. Perry, 1838-44
;
Henry

H. Morgan, 1844-49 ; Lewis Pennell, 1849-53 ; Aaron

B. Leffers, 1855-58 ; Ezra D. Kenney, 1859-61 (sup-

ply) ; William S. Clark, 1861-63; Daniel D. Frost,

1863-65; Stephen A. Loper, 1865-67; Charles B.

Dye, 1868-71; Erastus B. Claggett, 1871-77;

Lum, 1880. Enoch Knapp, Deacon. The present

church building was erected in 1836.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM liCi TO ISSO.

1704, Ephraim Hubbel, Capt. Eleazer Hubbel, Capt. Elnathan Hallj

17U.1, William Barns, Capt. Eleazer Hubbel, Ciipt. Elnatlian Hall;

17GG, Capt. Eleazer Hubbel, Eph. Hubbel, Dan Towner, .Jas. Potter
;

1767, Dan Towner, James I'otter; 17GS, Dan Towner, James Potter,

Nehemiah Beardsley, Eph. Hubbel
;
17G9, James Potter, John Page

;

1770, Capt. Jas. Potter, Capt. Nehemiah Beardslee: 1771, Eph. Hubbel,

Alex. Stewart, Capt. Nehemiah Beardslee, Zauheus Towner; 1772,

Zacheus Towner, Alexander Stewart, Capt. James Potter, Alexander

Fairchild; 1773, Alexander Stewart, Alexander Fairchild; 1774,

Zacheus Towner, Capt. Nehemiah Beardslee, Alexander Fairchild;.

177.5, Ephraim Hubbell, Capt. Nehemiah Beardslee, Alexander

Stewart, Capt. Dan Towner; 177G, Ephraim Hubbell, Capt. Nehe-

miah Beardsley; 1777, Capt. James Potter, Maj. Nehemiah Beardsley,

Sanuiel Hungerford, Alexander Stewait; 1778, Ephraim Hubbell,

John Page, Nehemiah Beardsley, Stephen Barns; 1779, Capt. James

Potter, Stephen Barns; 1780, Stephen Barns, Col. Nehemiah Beards-

lee, Capt. James Porter; 1781, Capt. James Potter, Neliemiah Beards-

lee; 1782, Stephen Barnes, Eleazer Hubbell, Nehemiah Beardsley,

Capt. James Potter
;
1783, Nehemiah Beardsley, Capt. James Putter,

Doct. James Potter
; 1784, Stephen Barnes, Capt. M'illiam G. Hub-

bell, Col. Nehemiah Beardsley; 1785, Stephen Barns, Capt. Gaylord

Hubbell, AmosBiush; 1780, Stephen Barns, Col, Nehemiah Beards-

ley, James Putter; 1787, Col. Nehemiah Beardsley, Capt. James Pot-

ter; 1788, Col. Nehemiah Beardsley, Capt. James Potter, Ephraim

Hubbell, Stephen Barns; 1789, Ephraim Hubbell, Col. Nehemiah

Beardsley, Gideon Allyn; 1790, Gideon Allen, Zaclieus Towner,

James Potter; 1791, Zacheus Towner, Samuel Allen, James Potter,

Nehemiah Beardsley; 1792, James Potter, Samuel Allen, Nehemiah

Beardsley; 1793, James Potter, Nehemiah Beardsley ; 1794, Stephen

Barns, Gideon Allen, Amos Brush; 1795, James Scofield, Stephen

Barns, James Potter; 1790, Stephen Barns, James Scofield,. Amos

Brush; 1797, Joseph Bearse, Stephen Barnes, Alexander Stewart:

1708, Joseph Bearse, James Potter, Stephen Barns, Amos Brush
;

1799, Joseph Barce, James Potter, Stephen Barnes; 1800, Stephen'

Barnes, James Potter, Nehemiah Beardsley; ISOl, Samuel .\llen,

Joseph Bearce, Jr., Nehemiali Beardsley; 1802, Nehemiah Beards-

ley, Samuel Allen, Stephen Barnes, Joseph Bearce; 1803, Joseph

Bearce; 1804, Abel Gregory, Isaac Knapp; 1805, Abel Gregory;

180C, Joseph Sillinuui, Uriah Mead
; 1807, Abel Gregory, Levi Bearce

;

1808, Joseph Bearce, Eliakim Nash; 1809, Abel Gregory, Samuel

Blackmail, Jonathan Bulkley
;
1810-12, Abel Gregory, Samuel T.

Barnham; 1813, S. B. Barnum, Abel Gregory; 1814, Samuel T.

Barnham, Abel Gregory; 1815, David Laue, Abel Gregory; 181G,
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Seelye Richmond, Samuel T. Diinnim; 1S17, Samuel T. Uariium,

Jaliez Treadwell; 1818, Jabo/, TraidwoU, Bonjamin Beari;o
;
1819,

Samuel T. llarnum
;

181i(), Jaljez Treadwell
;

IHiil, Samuel T. liar-

num; 1822, David Lane; 1823, Tliaddous narnum; 1824, Samuel T.

Barnum; 1825, Kliius Steplioiis
;

182li, Samuel T. Barnum
;

1827,

Amzi Bogei-.s; 1828, Stephen Hopkins; 1829, David Barnum; 18;i0,

Robert Piatt; 1831, Amzi Rogers; 1832, Reuben llodge; 1833, Jabez

Treadwell, Jr.; 1834, Daniel Ball; 1835, Abel M. Sherwood; 1830,

Samuel T. Barnum
;
1837-38, Levi Penfield

;
1839, Jabez Treadwell

;

1840, Ransom Wilson; 1841, no record; 1842, Hanford M. Kellogg;

1843-44, no record
;
1845, Daniel Ball ; 184(i. Walter- B. Ji'anton

;
1847,

Levi Penfield; 1848, Norman Ilodge
;
1849, Nathan B. Wheeler;

1850, Medad R. Kellogg; 1851, George W. Wilson; 1852, Edwin
Hodge; 1853, Luther Mead; 1854, Medad R. Kellogg; 1855, W. H.

Wanzer; 185C, Amasa Barnum
;
1857, T.D. Rogers; 1858, Willis H.

Wanzer; 1859, Norman Hodge; 1800, Lnthcr Mead; 18(;i, David

Treadwell ; 1862, Marshall Treadwell
;
1863, Hendrick II. Wildman

;

18r.4, Ezra Stevens; 1865, Dimon Disbrow
;
1800, Covil Treadwell;

1807, Ezra Stevens; 1868, Reuben Hodge; 1809, Hinman Knapp

;

1870-71, Lewis L. Hopkins
;
1872, Reuben Hodge

;
1873, Willis H.

Wanzer; 1874, Hinman Knapp; 1875, Lewis L. Hopkins; 1876,

William J. Kellogg; 1877, Edward Treadwell
;
1878, Dimon Disbrow

;

1879, H. H. Wildman
;
1880, Amos Hodge.

MILITARY RECORD.

FIRST REGIMENT.

Nathaniel Couch, enl. April 19, 1801; disch. July 31, 1861.

Company E.

J. K. James, enl. April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

THIRD REGIMENT.

Company C.

Jam 3allard, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Geo 'barnum, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

T enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

rdsley, enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

edict, enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. July 21, 1801.

J
/, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

.eebe, enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

nl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. July 31, 1861.

'^Jf .rne, enl. May 14, 1861 ; discli. Aug. 21, 1801.

on, enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. July 21, 1801.

ronson, enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

arns, enl. May 14, 1861; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

BARZILLAI BULKLEY KELLOGG.

Barzillai Bulkley Kellogg was born Dec. 25, 1818,

at the old homestead, in the eastern part of New Fair-

field, Fairfield Co., Conn. His ancestors were Eng-
lish, Daniel Kellogg, of the seventh previous genera-

tion, being one of the original settlers of Norwalk.
His great-grandfather, Martin Kellogg, settled in New
Fairfield about 1765, the township having been sur-

veyed about twenty-eight years previously.

Barzillai B. Kellogg was reared on the farm, receiv-

ing a common-school and academic education, and
taught in the public schools. In September, 1844, he
was married to Emeline, daughter of Daniel Johnson,
of Brookfield. She died April 29, 1880, having reared

a family of seven children.

Mr. Kellogg has been largely engaged in building

and real estate operations and in various public im-

provements. In 1858 he was elected State senator for

30

the Eleventh Senatfjrial DiBtrict, and for many vt-nrH

he has been justice of the peace ; waH an active HUp-

porter of the suppression of the Rebellion ; was elected

first selectman of the town in 1809, re-elected contin-

uously for ten years, and again in 1880. He is at

jjresent acting in the interests of the drain com-

pany for improving the swamp-lands of Wood (Jreek

Valley. In 1860 he was made a direct<jr of the Na-

tional Pah(juio(juc Bank in Danbury, and elected its

jjresident in 1879.

KELLOGG GENEAL0(;Y.

1. Daniel Kellogg, one of the original settler^' of

Norwalk, Conn.,* married, in 1655, Bridget Bouton,

daughter of .lohn Bouton.

2. Samuel Kellogg, born Feb. 10, IHT'-i, married,

Sept. 6, 1704, Sarah Piatt, daughter of Deacon .John

Piatt.

3. Martin, born March 2.3, 1711, married Mary
; he died .July 7, 1756. She married (2dj March

22, 1757, Capt. Samuel Hanford, of New Canaan

Parish.

4. Martin, born Oct. 10, 1740, married. May 1.3, 1762,

Mercy Benedict, born April 13, 1742, daughter of

James Benedict, of Danbury, who was born in 1710;

Mercy Knapp, his wife, was born about 1713.

5. Martin, born Sept. 3, 1763, married Rachel Ste-

vens, of Danbury, born in 1766. He died May 3,

1813 ; his wife died April 29, 1831.

6. Hanford Martin Kellogg, born Oct. 2, 1788, mar-

ried Sarah Bulkley, of New Fairfield, born Nov. 27,

1792; died Feb. 5, 1851. He died .June 11, 1870.

7. Barzillai Bulkley Kellogg, born Dec. 25, 1818,

married Emeline Johnson, born July 19, 1821 ; died

April 29, 1880.

ALEXANDER BUCKLEY BRUSH.

Alexander Buckley Brush wa.s born in New Fair-

field, Fairfield Co., Conn. His great-grandfather,

Thomas Brush, was born in 1715, and settled in

Greenwich some time anterior to the Revolution,

coming from Long Island, moving to New Fairfield a

short time afterwards. Thomas Brush's tamily con-

si.sted of eight children, one of whom was Amos. The
latter was married to Miss Hannah Bearse. who bore

him eight children, among whom was Ely, father of

the subject of this brief sketch. He was a farmer by
occupation ; served in the war of the Revolution iis

minute-man ; was married to Rilla, daughter of Ste-

phen Davis, of New Fairfield. Their children were

Alexander B. and Hannali Elizabeth Craves.

Alexander B. Brush was born in 1S29, on what has

been the honvestead of the Brush family for three

generations. In 1874 he was married to Mary Louisa,

daughter of S. Merwin Mead, Esq. The issue of this

union has been three children,—Alexander A., Ella

M., and Anna L.

* See Hall's History of Norwalk.
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Mr. Brush's occupation is that of farming and stock-

raising. He is one of the representative men of his

town, and has filled numerous local offices ; is on the

school committee and a selectman of his town.

ENOCH KNAPP.

Enoch Knapp, grandson of Jonathan and son of

Dr. Isaac Knapp, was born in Greenwich, Fairfield

Co., May 29, 1805. He is of German extraction, the

first of the family settling in this country early in

the eighteenth century. His grandfather, Jonathan

Knapp, also a native of Greenwich, was a farmer by

occupation. His family consisted of twelve children,

—eight sons and four daughters. The fourth son was

Dr. Isaac Knapp, born in Greenwich, who at about

the age of twenty-five settled in New Fairfield, where

he married Amy, the daughter of Amos and Hannah
Brush. Their children were seven in number, five of

Avhom are still living,—namely, Enoch, Sarah Leech,

Ezra B., Dr. David A., and Euphemia H. Theresa

(deceased) and Isaac H. (deceased), the latter leaving

one son,—Smith H.
Dr. Knapp was the first of the profession to prac-

tice medicine in New Fairfield, and became one of

the most prominent physicians in the county, being

particularly successful in treating malarial fevers, at

one time very prevalent in his circuit. He died in

1838.

Enoch Knapp was educated in the schools of his

town, with one term at the New Canaan Academy.

In 1838 he married Rachel A., daughter of Deacon
Seeley and Louisa Rogers Barnum. Their children

were : Almira E., Sarah T., Charlotte L., Mary C,
Isaac Seeley, Frederick Enoch, Mary Louisa (de-

ceased) and Isaac S. (deceased).

Deacon Seeley Barnum was a son of Deacon
Ephraim Barnum, of Bethel, Conn., who for many
years was an active member of his church.

The father of Miss Rogers, the Rev. Medad Rogers,

was a minister in New Fairfield, where he preached

for nearly half a century.

In his calling—-that of farming and cattle-raising

—Mr. Enoch Knapp has been very successful. He
is an active member of the Congregational Church of

his town, to the support of which he liberally con-

tributes, and in which he has officiated as deacon for

twenty years.

HENDRICK H. WILDMAN
is the second son of Hezekiah Wildman, or Wellman,

the latter of which was probably the original name.

He was born March 25, 1790, in the town of Sher-

man, which at that time was a part of New Fairfield.

At the age of twenty-five years he married Martha
Wakeman, by whom he had one daughter, Phebe
Jane, who married Napoleon B. Turner, of Ridge-

bury, Conn. He was drafted during the war of 1812

and served for a time in the militia at Bridgeport,

his neighbors in his absence harvesting his crop for

him. His first wife died about 1817, and in 1818 he
married Lassey M., daughter of Abijah Watkins,

who bore him two sons,—viz., Marvin E. and Hen-

drick Hudson Wildman, the subject of this i

who was born in the town of New Fairfield, .

25, 1830. He attended the district school unt

was about thirteen years of age, when he took a cou.

of three years' study at the New Fairfield Academy, a

portion of the time working for his board by doing

chores for the principal. At the age of twenty years

he commenced teaching district schools winters, and

followed that occupation about twenty years, teach-

ing school during the winter and working upon a

farm in the summer. Mr. Wildman has been acting

school visitor for twenty-four years, constable of his

town during one term, assessor of taxes five terms,

three times member of the board of reUef, register

of votes fifteen years, town auditor twelve years ;
he

has held the offices of commissioner of the Superior

Court and justice of the peace on an aggregate of fif-

teen years, was contractor for keeping the poor of the

town from 1870 to 1876. He was elected to the

House of Representatives at the General Assembly of

1863, and re-elected in November, 1878, for the ses-

sion of 1879, serving on the committee on education.

He took an active part in the debates of the House,

and was noted for his clear and concise manner of

expression in such debates.

Mr. Wildman was married Oct. 14, 1852, to Eve-
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line, daughter of Matthew L. and Eliza Pearce, of

New Fairfield. They have had hIx children, four of

whom are now living,—to wit, Phebe (}., Hendri(;k

Hudson, Jr. (now constable of New Fairfield), Lucius

P., and Lillie G. The other two children died in in-

fancy.

Though not admitted to the bar, Mr. Wildman is

recognized by the fraternity as a pretty good lawyer,

and has some local practice in that capacity. He is

a member of the Grand Lodge of Odd-Fellows of the

State of Connecticut, and has filled nearly all the

elective offices in the subordinate lodge.

CHAPTER XLVI.

NEWTOWN.
Geographical—Topographical—Indian Name—Location of Indian Vil-

lage—The Indian Purchase—Early Records—First Officers—Laying
out of Lands—First Grist-Mill—Penalty for Non-attendance at Town-
Meetings—" Pitching" for Land—Fulliiig-Mill—" Beating ye Drum"
—Town Stocli of Ammunition—Ear-marks—Taking Care of the Toll

—The Pioneers—Early Births—Town-Houses—The Hanging of Rohert

Thomas—Old Lawyers— Merchants — An Advertisement of 1792

—

Villages

.

This town lies on the northeast border of the

county, and is bounded as follows : On the north by
the town of Brookfield and the county of New Haven

;

on the east by New Haven and the town of Monroe

;

on the south by Monroe and Easton ; and on the

west by Redding, Bethel, and Brookfield. The sur-

face of the town is hilly, and consists principally of

gravelly loam, which is very productive.

"The Indian name of the town was Pohtatuck.

The principal seat of the Indians appears to have been
at the junction of the Pohtatuck with the Housatonic
River."

THE INDIAN PURCHASE.

This town was purchased of the Indians by deed
dated July 25, 1705. It is signed by Indian chiefs,

who bear the euphonious names of Manquash, Mas-
sumpas, Nunnawauk, etc., and they testify by their

signatures or marks that in consideration of four

guns, four coats, four blankets, forty pounds of lead,

ten pounds of powder, and a few other comparatively

valueless articles, they do give a tract of land eight

miles long and six broad, more or less, bounded by
what is called the Great River, to William Junos, of

Stratford ; Justice Bush, of New York ; and Samuel
Hawley, Jr., of Stratford.

The earliest record in the old town book is as fol-

lows :

"At a Ineeting of the Proprietors of New Towne, held Sept. 24, 1711,

legally met at yi^ house of Peter Hubbell, yt was then voted that Peter
Hubbell should be Towne Clarke for the year ensuing.

" Voted, Tliat Abraham Kimberly should be Constable for y« year en-

suing.

" Voted, That Ebenez : Prindle & Tliomas Sharp shall be surveyors of

high ways for the year ensniug.

" Voted, That Joseph Graye and Daniel Foote shall be fence-viewers for

the year ensuing.

" Volrid, Tliat Thomas Lake shall slip his twenty unrti diviiiioii, and take

it up on the west side of the rhoad, againirt tlic lieiterpart of Xcwhaven
Iilains, westerly of said plaiiw, to be laid out by the committee uixjo the

said lake charge.

" Vol^d, Tliat each proprietor wjntaining the number of forty-eight

sliall fortliwith, as soon as can conveniently be done, have four acres

of meadow apeice laid out by the committee, the said committrje to lay

out the same in the great meadow at the south end of the t'iwn, laying

on the ileep brook, and the meadow at the north end of the t»wii, where

it may bo aH coiivoiiieiit either under inoiint tiim or elsewhere, as alwj

four acres of meadow for the niinistry, as the rfjst are laid out ; and it in

to be understood and it is voted that swamp-lan<l that is Huitable is ao
cepted as meadow, ami ho to be laid out, the said coniniitt<;c to size the

whole meadow and swamp-land, and the propriet^jrs to draw for ye

lots as hath been usual unless they order otherwise.

" Fo(ed, That Mf Phoneas Fisk is invited to come to this place to

preach a sermon amongst us, and that we may distvjurse him aUjut set-

tling amongst us.a minister of the gospel for half a yejir or w>me other

space of time, as may ho agreed on, for a Trial ; and that Li<-ut.

Adams be the person to invito him on that design, and wait uiK<n him here

as soon as can be conveniently attended to."

GRIST-MILL.

"Doc. y» 1711, it was voted that Jeremiah Turner should have

liberty to buildo a grist-mill, and the Town to iironiise to give y' 6'' Tur-

ner 40 acres of land adjoining to y« mill."

Under date Dec. 14, 1711, is the following record:

" At a meeting of y inhabitants of Newton, legally meett, at home
of Daniel Foot, Voted, That Mr. Benj. Sherman, Ebenezer Pimall, and

Samuel Sanford shall agree with Jeremiah Turner, and draw an agree-

ment with said Turner concerning a grist-mill upon the said brooke."

Dec. 14, 1714, an agreement was entered into for the

building of a grist-mill between the town and Samuel

Sanford. The document closes as follows :

" Set to our hands and seals in Newton, this 4"" day of December, 1714,

and in y" first year of our Sovereign Lord George, (tc. Signed, sealed

in presence of Joseph Gray and Peter Hubbell.

'•Samuel Sanford, Thomas Bennitt, Abraham KiMBF.nLV, Daniel

Foot.

" Recorded by Jos. Peck, Recorder, Sepr. 21, 1715."

PENALTY FOR NON-ATTENDANCE AT TOWN MEET-
INGS.

Dec. 30, 1712, it was again

" Voted, That all and every person or persons dulj' and legally notified

to give y° attendance at y respective town-meetings y' hereafter shall

he, and shall refuse or neglect to attend on y s'i Town-meeting, at Time
,

and place, shall pay 3"^ sum of three shillings to y<^ treasury of y^ Town,

except y" fine be remitted and returned by the Town."

At the same meeting it was

" Voted, That all that absent themselves from y«^ town-meeting when
legally warned shall pay e a fine of 3 shillings to the town treasuiy except

they give reasonable satisfaction."

SAW-MILL.

March 17, 1712, it was
" Voted, That Benj. Sherman and Capt. John Holly and John Seeley

shall have liberty to gat a saw-mill on the deep brook south of the

towne."

PITCHING FOR LAND.

At a meeting of the inhabitants of Newton, legally

warned, held April 2, 1712, it was

" Voted, For to take the fore acres devition that is to be l."»id out by

pitches.

" Voted, That the proprietoi's shall go. S in a comiwuy, and draw by
figures, as 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, G, 7, 8, till the whole immbor of 40 lots be laid

out.

" Voted, That Jl'. .Tohn Glover shall have his pitch at the roare of his
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home-lot to the higli waye west, and north so furr as it will hold out, and

the 8^ Glover will pay to the town treasurer 12 shillings for his pitch,

" Voted, That Abraham Kimberly shall take his pitch at the rere of his

home-lot so far as it will hold out.

" Voted, That Abraham Kimberly shall draw for all the proprietors of

the towne.

" Voted, That if any of the proprietors are absent when the time

come for to pitch they shall loose their pitch, and the next shall take it

successively.

" Voted, That Sanmel Faris shall be a committee man in the roome of

Ebenezer Prindle.

" Voted, That the 7 daye of Apl. shall be the day for the company to

pitch, and successively till they have done, excepting fowl weather

hinder."

FULLING-MILL.
In 1712 it was

" Voted and agreed, That .Joseph Dudley shall have liberty to get a full-

ing-mill on tlie deep brooke above the saw-mill, and the use of half an

acre of land about his mill, provided he do not damnifie the saw-mill,

BO long as he maintain a sufficient fulling-mill thereon the deep

brook."

BEATING THE DRUM.

December " ye 9th," 1712, it was
" Voted, That Stephen Pamerly shall have the use of an acre and a half

of land which is the burying-place, provided he clear the bushes and

fence it, and sow it with English grass-seed.

"Voted, That Nathaniel Pamerly is to beat the drum for the year en-

suing.

" Voted, That Peter Hubbel! do keep a house of Entertainment for the

year ensuing."

TOWN'S STOCK OF AMMUNITION.
" At a lawful town-meeting of ye inhabitants of Newton, held March

y 7"", 173^, voted by ye inhabitants that a rate and tax of one penny half-

penny shall be levied upon the rateable estate of ye inhabitants above

B*, to defray ye charges of providing a Town Stock of ammunition, viz.,

powder, bullets, and flints.

" Entered by Jos. Peck, town clerk, Date above."

EAR-MARKS.

The following are specimens of ear-marks used in

the early times to distinguisli sheep, cattle, etc.

:

"Joseph Peck's eare-mark for his cattle & other Creatures is a half-

penny on ye inner side of the neare eare. Recorded June y 5*, 1714, by

me, John Glover, Town Clerk.

Caleb Dayton's ear-mark was "two half-pennies

upon the fore-side of each eare. Recorded January

11, 1714, pr me, Joseph Peck."

Benjamin Dunnon and Samuel Farris were grand

jurors in 1712.

January y'' 12'", 1712 "(13. The town grants Samuel
Sanford liberty to " set a grist-mill upon y' Pond
brook for to grinde ye towne graine. Recorded by
me, John Glover, Recorder."

TAKING CARE OF THE TOLL.

In December, 1745, " John Lake was chosen and ap-

pointed a committee man for to take care of the town's

part of the toll of Sandford's mill, so-called, belonging

to the inhabitants of Newton, for y yeare ensuing,

and give an account to y" select men, and that he is

to have one bushel of good wheat for his service."

PIONEERS.

The following were among the residents of the

town of Newtown in 1712 : John Leavenworth, Moses
Johnson, Ephraim Hawley, Jedediah Hawley, Henry
Botsford, Henry Botsford, Jr., Daniel Foot, Jede-

1

diah Parmelee, Ebenezer Johnson, Joseph Peck,

Joseph Peck, Jr., James Birsee, Nathaniel Birsee,

Jeremiah Johnson, Thomas Northup, Thomas Pearce,

I

Jonathan Hubbell, John Piatt, James Baldwin, Ben-

I

jamin Northup, Ebenezer Piatt, Stephen Parmelee,

Matthew Sherman, Joseph Benedict, John Botsford,

Joseph Benedict, Jr., Nathan Baldwin, Gideon Bene-

j

diet, Caleb Baldwin, Samuel Pearce, Capt. Thomas
• Tousey, Samuel Griffin, Samuel Sommers, John Lake,

Benjamin Dunning, Daniel Booth, Stephen Burritt,

Johosophat Prindle, Capt. Thomas Bennett, Edward
Fairchild, John Golat, Stephen Hawley, Joseph Bots-

ford, Ephraim Prindle, Noah Parmelee, Joseph Prin-

j

die, John Blackman, Thomas Skidmore, Jeremiah

Northrup, Lieut. John Northrup, Joseph Brigtoll,

j

Moses Botsford, Ebenezer Prindle, Benjamin Dun-
I ning, Jr., Samuel Sanford, Lemuel Camp, Peter Hub-
bell, John Hull, Job Sherman, Abel Booth.

EARLY BIRTHS.

The following births are recorded

:

" Abigail Sherman, ye daughter of Matthew Sherman, by Hannah, his

wife, borne November ye IS"", 1711.

" Rebekah Sherman, ye Daughter of Matthew Sherman, by Hannah
his wife, born July y« 9"', 1715.

We find the following reference to a " fair" in the

town records under date of April, 1785

:

" The town voted to prefer a memorial to the next General Assembly

petitioning for a charter twice each year in this town."

TOWN-HOUSE.

The first vote concerning the erection of a town-

house was taken Dec. 8, 1766, and Jonathan Booth,

Ebenezer Ford, and Nathaniel Nichols were ap-

pointed a committee " to examine into what place is

most convenient to suit said house, and also what said

house will cost, and make report at the next meeting."

The first town-house stood on the site now occupied

by Trinity church. The second occupied the present

site of the residence of Mrs. Charles Brisco. The
third was over Baldwins & Beers' store. The fourth,

and present, was over the store owned by Norman B.

Glover.

HANGING IN NEWTOWN.

The first and only execution that ever occurred in

Newtown was the hanging of Robert Thompson as a

spy in June, 1777.. The following is a copy of the

warrant for his execution, and the certificate of the

i

officer commanding that the execution was duly per-

formed :

[seal.]

" To Lieut. Samuel Biehards, of Col. Wyllis' Battalion, in Continental Service

:

"Greeting:
" Whereas, Robert Thompson, of New Town, in the State of Connecti-

cut, was, on the 21 day of April, An. Dom. 1777, before a General Court-

Martial, liolden at Danbury, whereof Colonel Charles Webb was Presi-

dent, accus'd of Spying out the State of the Army & Country with Intent

to give Intelligence thereof to the Enemy & of entising Sundry Peraons,

j

Inhabitants, & Dwellers in Connecticutt, into the Enemy's Service, of

I which crimes Sundry Proofs were exhibited & Produced before Said

j

Court, and the Said Thompson fully heard In his Defence : and Said

1 Court, upon Consideration thereof gave Sentence that Said Thompson
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was guilty of a breacli of tlie 19 article of the 13 Section of the llulcs &

Regulations of the Aruiy, & also of a Regulation of Congress of the 21 of

August, 1770, and that he Suffer Dcatli, wliich Sentence is approved, and

Execution tliereof remains to he done.

" Tliese are, therefore, to require & order you, tlio said Samuel Bicli-

ards, to cause the Said Sentence to he executed by lianging tlie Said

Thompson- by the Neclc, in New Town aforesaid, on tlie Nintli day of

June, Inst, between the Hours of Eight in tlie morning & Six in the

Afternoon; for which this Sliall be your Sufficient Warrant.

"Given under niy Hand & Seal in New Haven, tlie Sixtli Day of June

1777.

" Sam. H. Paiisons,

*' Brig'T-GeneraV

" Newtown, June 9, 1777.

"In obedience to the within warrant, I did, on tliis day, being the 9

day of June, 1777, direct a Sergeant of the detachment under my com-

mand to draw out twelve soldiers of tlie detachment, and with their as-

sistance perform tlie execution of the within-nanieil Kobei t Tliompson,

which execution' I saw duly performed on said day ; and on the applica-

tion of his friends I consented to have them take down tlie body for in-

terment at their discretion.

" Samuel RioiiAnns."

OLD ATTORNEYS.

Among the prominent lawyers who were either

born or practiced their profession in Newtown, was

William Edmonds. He served in the Revolutionary

war, and was wounded at the battle of Eidgefield

and lay on the field over night. He afterwards

became judge of the Superior Court.

Among others who have practiced here were Asa

Chapman,* Samuel C. Blackman, Col. Timothy Shep-

herd (who was in the war of 1812), Benjamin F. Shel-

ton, D. B. Beers, Isaac M. Sturges, Henry Dutton,

Charles Chapman, Frederick D. Mills, Amos S. Treat,

F. B. Swift, and James A. Wilson,

f

The father of Gen. William T. Sherman also

studied law here, in the office of Judge Asa Chap-

man ; so also did ex-Governors Clark Bissell, Hol-

brook Cui'tis, and J. B. Thornton.

PHYSICIANS.

The first disciple of ^Esculapius in Newtown was

Dr. Gideon Shepherd. He was followed by Bennet

Perry, Oliver Bancroft, John Judson, Thomas D.

Shepherd, C. H. Booth, Dr. Shelton, Dr. Skidmore,

George Judson, Erastus Erwiii, Thomas Dutton, and

Graves.

Dr. Thomas Chambers was an early physician here,

and was known as the " stick" doctor.

The present physicians are Monroe Judson, F. N.

Bennett, William E. Bronson, Celest A. Benedict,

William C. Wile, and George T. Brown.

MERCHANTS.

The first merchant in Newtown was David Curtis,

who kept a store on the site of the present store of

Sanford & Hawley. The old building is standing, and

occupied by the Bee office and a tin-shop. He was

succeeded in the same building by Elijah Nichols &
Son, who remained a number of years, when it passed

into the hands of Nichols & Prince. This firm was

* See chapter on the bar.

t Still in practice at Sandy Hoolv.

Hucceeded by Joseph Nichols, son of Elijah. Joseph

finally sold to Baldwin h Beers, and removed to New
York.

This firm continued nearly half a century, when

they were succeeded by Henry Banford, who carried

on the business fifteen years, when he associated with

liim Eli C. Barnurri. This jiartnershij) continued

a})out six years.

This firm was succeeded by iSanford <fe Hawley, the

present firm. Mr. Henry Sanford is a veteran in the

mercantile business in the town, having conducted its

business on this site over forty-three years.

Ezra Morgan, father of D. N. Morgan, the present

(1880) mayor of Bridgeport,' was a merchant in this

town for over forty years, and did much to advance

the material interests of the town and county.

ADVERTISEMENT OF 1792.

The following advertisement appeared in tlie Far-

mers' Journal, published at Danbury, under date Dec.

22, 1792:

Bell-Foundery,

Smithery,

Jewellery, &c.
' I "HE Subfcriber refpectfully informs the public, that he carries on,

at his fhop at the head of the ftreet in Newtown, the GOLD-
SMITH'S bufinefs in all its branches: Cafts Bells for Churches.

—

Makes and repairs Surveyor's Inftruments, — Church Clocks, and

Clocks and Watches of all kinds—where orders will be punctually

attended, and all favors gratefully acknowledged, by the public's

humble fervant, ZIBA BLAKSLEE.
Newtown, M.irch 27, 1792. 10

VILLAGES.

The village of Newtown is pleasantly located on an

elevated ridge a little north of the centre of the town,

and is an important station for the Housatonic Rail-

road. The main street, upon which is located the

business of the village, is one of the finest in this sec-

tion. It contains two churches, Ejiiscopal and Con-

gregational, and an academy.

Sandy Hooh is a manufacturing hamlet located

on the Pohtatuck Brook, a fine inill-stream which

furnishes an abundance of water-power. Here are

located the New York Belting and Packing Works,

besides other industries.

Hatvleyville is a small hamlet and a station on the

Housatonic Railroad, located- in the northwestern

part of the town. Cold Spring is a post-office in the

southern part of the town.

In Barber's "History," published in 1S3S. he says,

" The borough of Newton is situated on the southern

termination of a ridge of elevated land. After as-

cending the ridge from the south there is a broad and
level street about eighty rods in extent. The bor-

ough is mostly built on this street: there are about

fortv or fiftv dwolli no-houses, throe churohos.—one
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Congregational, one Episcopal, and one Methodist,

—

and four mercantile stores."

Of Sandy Hook he writes, " The flourishing village

of Sandy Hook is situated about one and a half miles

northeast of the centre part of Newtown, at the foot

of a rocky eminence, a bluff, from the top of which

is a fine prospect of the surrounding country. A fine

mill-stream (the Pohlatuck) runs in a northerly

course through the village at the base of the bluff',

which rises almost perpendicularly to the height of

one hundred and sixty feet. Near Mr. Sanford's cot-

ton-factory, at the northern extremity of the village,

some traces of coal have been discovered. The vil-

lage contained, in 1834, one cotton, one hat, one comb,

and two woolen-factories. There was also one ma-

chine-shop and one establishment for making brass.

The village contained about fifty families in 1834 ; it

is^at the present time rapidly increasing."

CHAPTER XLVII.

NEWTOWN (Continued).

CHURCHES*—LODGES—SCHOOLS—CIVIL AND MILI-
TARY HISTORY, Etc. •

The Congregational Cliurch—Trinity Church—The Methodist Episco-

pal Church, Saudy Hook—Other Cliurches—Granite Lodge, I. 0. G. T.

—Alpha Juvenile Temple—Olive Branch Temple—Myrtle Temple

—

Schools—The Newtown Savings Bank— The Newtown Bee—The
Chronicle—Manufactures—Bailroads—Civil History—Military—Eep-

-resentatives—Selectmen.

The following is an abstract from the address de-

livered at the centennial of the Congregational

church

:

" What has the past to tell us of the history of

our world from the beginning up to the year 1700,

when the authentic history of this town and church

(as preserved in the documents and records) begins?

I say from the beginning, for I propose to begin at the

beginning, as every historian should. We need not

wait long for an answer to this question. The oldest

and the best history of this town, and all towns and
all parts of our world—written by inspiration—replies,

' In the beginning God created the heavens and the

earth, and the earth was without form, and void.'

The elements which compose the soil of this conti-

nent and of this town, then, were brought into

existence by the creative act of God, and for a time

—a long time (we know not how long)—were form-

less, confused, and "unfashioned. But He who created

was not idle, and in the successive periods of creation,

so vividly and beautifully described in the first chapter

of Genesis, He separated earth from water and light

from darkness.

" He gathered the waters together into yonder seas

and lakes and rivers, and depressed the land into these

* A large portion of the church history was contributed by Bev. J. P.

Hoyt.

valleys or uplifted it into these hills ; and when, finally,

the firm world stood forth with its rocky skeleton, He
covered it (in the course of ages) with the soft soil,

and then clothed this huge body with the verdure of

trees and shrubs and grass, each having its seed within

itself Finally, he placed on a selected portion of the

earth man, created in His own image, and made him
lord and possessor of all. When God saw what He
had made He pronounced it very good. I believe

this town was included in the survey, for these hills

then rose toward heaven as now ; the same streams

flowed through these valleys, and these places now so

familiar to us were then fully prepared for our habi-

tation. The dust beneath our feet is as old as the

world ; the rocks in our glens, the bowlders upon our

meadows, yonder lake, hollowed out from the midst of

the surrounding hills and filled with the water of

heaven, this air, this sky, the stars which will look

down upon us to-night, all are as they were in the be-

ginning, or rather at the end of the beginning, when
God looked upon the rolling earth and pronounced it

finished."

PURCHASE AND SETTLEMENT OF NEWTOWN.

" Thus it came to pass that a company of men from

the then important settlements of Stratford and Mil-

ford bought a tract of land of the Indians living on

a stream called the Pootatuck, which soon after was

incorporated as a town, and, in distinction from the

old town, Stratford, from which it was taken, called

Newtown. This town, then, from the time of its crea-

tion, waited for its name, and so its nominal existence,

six thousand years at least; but during all this time

it was an object of care to Him who created it, and

with whom a thousand years are but as one day.

" The town was formally settled in 1709, the first

nucleus of a village being, as I am told, on the plain

near Mr. Philo Clark's residence, but afterwards

changed to this hill. (On vol. i., page 90, of the town

records is a plan of the original thirty-four home-lots

on Main Street, each lot sixteen by forty rods, with

the names of the original owners.) On Dec. 19, 1710,

William Junos and Mr. Bush sold their share for

twenty-two pounds ten shillings (about one hundred

dollars) to thirty-seven men named in the deed.

Among these thirty-seven names I find the following

names of families still residing in the town : Hawley,

Prindle, Nichols, Curtiss, Sherman, and Judson.

Freegrace Adams is also named, but most of them

have no descendants or representatives of their name

living among us. In the next year

—

i.e., in 1711

—

a grist-mill was erected by vote of the town on Pond

Brook, and afterwards another on Pootatuck Brook.

In 1717 the first school-house was built; it was

twenty-five feet square and stood nearly opposite this

church; it was used also as a town-house. Other

framed buildings soon followed, and the town of New-

town, now fully organized, took its place in history.

Homes were established, marriages, births, and deaths
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occurred, and the foundation laid for the life and

happiness of future generations.

"The first white child born in Newtown was Jere-

miah Turner; liis grave is near Hawleyville. He ;

was born in 1709 and died in 1778, aged sixty-nine

years. The large elm in front of Mr. Russell

Wheeler's house, which is over one hundred years

old and has sheltered six generations, was planted

about the time of his death, and thus is a connecting-
j

link between us and the settlement of this town. '

May woodman and time alike spare that tree !
,

" This town, which had its origin in the way related,

is one of the largest, if not the largest, in area of the

towns in the State. Although once a new town in

fact as well as name, it is now one of the oldest of

the towns,^—older, e.g., than our neighbor. Water-

town, by seventy-five years, and older than this

nation by seventy years. It has always had an hon-

orable history. Newtown was prosperous, jjopulous,

and influential before Bridgeport had a name, and it

has given to the world men and women who have

lived and do live in deeds and words. Governors,

cabinet-officers, legislatoz-s have lived here, and

one-half score of generations of men, women, and

children unknown to fame, but known to God. Oh
what an influence has been exerted by the many
thousands who have had their homes here ! What
revelations would be made if the past should speak

of them and tell us the story of their hardships and
trials, their sorrows and joys

!

" ' Think of all those who erst have heen

Living where thou art even now,

Looking iipon life's busy scene

With glance as careless and light as thou.

All these, like thee, have lived and moved,

Have seen what now thou lookest upon

Have feared, hoped, hated, mourned, or loved,

And now from mortal sight have gone.'

"We do think of them to-day, and, thinking, we
are made solemn by the thought that we are but a

part of the long procession,—that we, too, are i:)assing

away ; that we soon shall be numbered with the gen-

erations that are gone, and our successors will some-

time be asking ' the days that are past' about us.

" If the days that are i)ast be compared with those

that are present, what wonderful changes will appear!

Imagine that the Indians who sold this town to its

original proprietors, or those original proprietors

themselves, should awake from the sleep of the cen-
i

turies and survey this goodly land, what would they

see which they did not see in 1700 or 1705 ? In the

place of forests and swamps are meadows and cul-

tivated fields ; in place of log huts or wigwams are

substantial, and often costly, houses ; in place of a few

red men or hardy settlers is a population of over four

thousand. Where the Pootatuck rolled its silent way
to the ' Great River' are large manufactories, which

supply all parts of the country and the world with

articles then unknown, while the railroad and tele-

graph and our jjrint jng-jiresHcs would call forth ex-

clamations of astonishment and many qucHtions.

" Rut 1 must not forget that we are assembled t<>-

day not to be questioned by our predecessors or an-

cestors, but to question them. ' Ask now,' says our

text, ' of the days that are past.' Let uh, then, con-

tinue to ask questions of the past. This morning we
asked what the past could tell us of history up Uj the

time and during the time of the settlement of this

town.
" It would be interesting to recount many more facts

and traditions which have come down to us from co-

lonial times, but it is impossible, in such an outline a«

this, even to allude to them.- We therefore liasten to

ask another question,—viz.

:

"What has the past to tell us of the history of

the town, and especially its churches, from 1700 (for

our ecclesiastical history begins almost with the cen-

tury) down to the present time? Here we enter upon
a broad and almost boundless field ; we can cull only

a few of the more important facts and join them, as

links in a chain, binding us to the past."

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

"That a church was early founded in this town we
cannot doubt, and it is probable that a rude church

edifice was built about 1710, succeeded by a better

building, fifty by thirty-six feet, erected in 1717 at the

intersection of Main Street and a ' lane running east

and west,' probably where the liberty-pole now .stands.

But the first allusion to church matters which I have

been able to discover in the abstract of the town
records before me is dated Sept. 24, 1711, when, at a

meeting of the proprietors of Newtown, it was voted

to invite Mr. Phineas Fisk to preach one year ' on

trial.'

" Mr. Fisk, it seems, declined the call, and so, on

May 21, 1713, or at an adjourned meeting held soon

after, a call was extended to Rev. Thomas Tousey, of

Wethersfield, to preach for one year at a salary of

thirty pounds, afterwards increased to sixty pounds

and the proceeds of some land which the society

agreed to break up, sow, and harvest."

THE FIRST PASTOR, REV. THOMAS TOUSEY.

"Mr. Tousey graduated at Yale College in 1707.

He began his ministry here in or about 1714, and the

formal organization of a church occurred soon after.

probal)ly on Oct. 17, 1715. An old recoi'd states that

thirty families were then included in the parish. For

a time there seems to have been harmony and good

feeling in the church, but in 1723 there appeared

signs of restlessness and dissatisfaction; some declared

that they couUd not ' sit easy under him' (I quote from

the town records), and others that they 'were of a

diflbrent persuasion,' moaning, doubtless, that they

favored the Church of England. The result was that

Mr. Tousey went to England, received a commission

as captain in the king's army, and on his return re-
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signed the pastoral office; he remained in the place,

however, and took an active part in church matters

and in town politics until his death, which occurred

March 14, 1761. His grave has been identified, but I

have not been able to decipher the moss-covered epi-

taph. I notice that he was selected to fix the bound-

ary between New Milford and Newtown, and also ap-

pointed in 1743 to oppose the formation of" a new
ecclesiastical society in Newbury, now called Brook-

field. He lived, I am told, near the present residence

of Mr. C. H. Peck, and was the ancestor of Governor

Tousey (whose father lived at the head of the street

Avhere Mr. Charles Morehouse now resides) and of all

bearing that name who have at any time lived in our

town, and also of many of our citizens bearing other '

names. He was an eminent man, and I regret that

so few memories and traditions of him are preserved.

" In July, 1724, just one hundred and fifty-six

years ago, the society called Rev. John Beach, of

Stratford, giving him in settlement one hundred and

twenty-three acres of land and a home-lot of four
j

acres, a house forty by twenty feet, and a salary of

sixty pounds, afterwards increased to one hundred

pounds.

"In 1735, soon after the erection of the first Epis-

copal church, the Congregational Society, stimulated,

perhaps, to such extravagance by the growth of the

other society, added to their church six ' fashionable

pews' (fashionable being spelt on the records 'fation-

able,' and adjoining 'agining,' showing not the ignor-

ance of our ancestors, but the unsettled state of

English orthography before the days of Webster).

The other seats were merely rough benches, and were

probably un-' fationable.' Before this luxurious(?) ad-

dition to the church edifice had been made, the society

had called another minister, in the person of Rev.

Elisha Kent."

PASTOKATE OF REV. ELISHA KENT (1733-1740).

" The vote was taken Jan. 30, 1732, and is signed

by sixty-four males, all apparently active members

of the society, showing that, notwithstanding the

withdrawal of Mr. Beach and his party, the society

was vigorous, large, and strong. This is further shown

by the fact that Mr. Kent's salary in 1740 was two

hundred pounds, and his successor's, in 1744, three

hundred pounds, or about fifteen hundred dollars,

—

a large sum for those days, even if paid in what were

called ' bills of credit.' The society, it appears, also

gave Mr. Kent one hundred and four acres in settle-

ment, provided (and here I quote from the record)

' that Mr. Elisha Kent shall give good security that if

he shall see cause to alter his principles from ye foun- I

dation on which he shall be settled, he will pay ye

above Presbyterian party ye sum of four hundred

pounds lawful money,' or about two thousand dollars.

You will observe that those shrewd men did not in-

tend to lose their minister again without making him

pay roundly for the trouble he would cause them.

" But they did not foresee the trouble he would

make in another direction. About ten years after his

settlement certain charges were alleged against him
;

there was a long and tedious investigation on the part

of the church and association, and he finally was dis-

missed. The documents relating to the trial and to

the man are very voluminous, and after a somewhat
careful perusal I am in doubt (and it seems to me
that his associates were in doubt) as to his innocence

or guilt. I cannot but think that he was harshly

judged, and so misjudged. He appears to have lived

a useful life ever after, and was much esteemed by
his church in South East, N. Y., where he died July

17, 1776. He was the grandfather of Chief Justice

and Chancellor Kent, one of the most eminent men
of his day, and great-grandfather of Elisha Kent
Kane, the renowned Arctic explorer."

PASTORATE OF REV. DAVID JUDSON (1743-1776).

" Mr. Kent's successor was Rev. David Judson, who
was ordained in September, 1743. For many years

the church and society were united and prosperous

under Mr. Judson. I note a few items of interest:

In 1745 the church edifice was repaired at an expense

of two hundred and thirty pounds
;
glass was inserted

in sashes,—something new for those days ; a bell of

five hundred pounds' weight was procured, and ap-

parently was melted and recast and rehung on the

3d day of July, 1768. This bell cost twenty-seven

pounds four shillings. It still hangs in the steeple,

and for more than one hundred years has summoned
the people to the sanctuary and tolled the knell of

the departed. I saw it recently, and read upon it

this inscription :
' The gift of Cap. Amos Botsford

and Lt. Nath. Briscoe; John Witter, fecit 1768.'

Perhaps some one who now reads this will follow

their example, and put a new bell in the steeple to

record his name and speak his fame with its iron

tongue for one hundred years to come.

"Mr. Judson and the majority of the church, it

would seem, were not favorable towards the Saybrook

Platform, and some items recorded have led me to

think that they sympathized with the Sandemanians,.

or Glassites; but no definite action was taken, and
the church soon returned to the orthodox faith.

" Mr. Judson died, after a long ministry of thirty-

three years, Sept. 24, 1776, aged sixty-two, of a disease

caught, as it is said, while visiting the American camp
in the Revolutionary war. His grave is in our ceme-

tery ; a cypress, evidently self-sown, grows out of the

heart, as if to keep his memory green.

" There is among the records of the church a time-

stained and faded, but very valuable, record of the

births, marriages, and deaths for a quarter of a cen-

tury, in Mr. Judson's handwriting ; the last entry is

that of Mr. Judson's own death, made by some

friendly hand.

"The following summary of Mr. Judson's min-

istry may be of interest; it was compiled from th&
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ancient record • referred to: Ministry from 1743 to

1776, thirty-three years; marriases, 1743 to ]77(), two

hundred and twenty-six, or yearly seven
;
deatiis, ilW

to 1776, three hundred and seventy-cij^ht, or yearly

nineteen
;
baptisms, 1744 to 1776, eight hundred and

eighty-seven (including thirteen slave-children owned

by seven masters), and eight adults,—only eiglit,

—

showing how almost universal infant baptism was at

that time. The average number of children baptized

yearly in this church was twenty-seven. Received

into the church: (a) On owning the covenant, from

1743 to 1776, ninety
; (6) by letter, 1757 to 1776, five;

(c) by profession, 1757 to 1776, one hundred and

sixty-nine (or yearly eight). Total additions in

twenty-three years, two hundred and sixty-four.

"There were probably one hundred and fifty fam-

ilies connected with this congregation at that time,

and over two hundred members. All the eight hun-

dred and seventy-nine children whose baptism is re-

corded by Mr. Judson are now dead ; the last survivor

was Mr. Lampson Birch, who was baptized Oct. 27,

1771. (His widow reached the advanced age of one

hundred and two, and died in 1879.)

" In the year 1758 (the record continues) there were

thirty-four deaths, nearly double the usual number.

Of these, one was a child of Lieut. Winton, 'which

waded into Taunton Pond and was drowned, aged

seven years ;' another a son of Alexander Bryon,

who died in the Eevolutionary army ; and another a

son of William Northrop, about twenty years old,

' who was lost in the armie by the sword of the ene-

mie in September.' This was the year of the capture

of Louisburg and of the expedition against Ticonde-

roga and Crown Point.

" In the church in that year (1778) ' Watts' Psalms

were adopted to be used altogether in public worship,

and Deacon Northrop read the Psalms and Ebenezer

Ford and James Blackman tuned them.'

"Among the baptisms recorded is this: 'Venus,

negro child belonging to Abner Booth, baptized Oct.

26, 1743.'

' " Among the marriages this :
' Peter Negro and

Ginny Negro (Negro being used as the family name),

servants to Matthew Curtis, were married April 3,

1752.'

"Negro slavery in Newtown! How strange this

reads at the present day, when not a slave exists in

the United States.

" There is also in this record a long list of deaths,

with the diseases which ended life,—a list enumerat-

ing all the ills to which flesh is heir. If I should

give the list many, perhaps most, of the present native

inhabitants of this town would learn when, where,

and of what their ancestors died, for there is scarcely

a family name in Newtown but is included in this list.

This is one thing that ought to unite all the residents

of this town in tlieir interest in and affection for this

church ; in this church your ancestors were baptized,

and by its ministers they were married and buried.

This church is the eccle«ia«tical homestead of all New-
town. Let me suggest that measures be taken t'> copy

and [)reserve tJiis old record ; it is becoming more and

more illegible every year, and yet more and more val-

uable every year. I have deposited it for safe-keeping

in the town clerk's office.

"It is supposed that the church edifice of the Con-

gregational Society was occujtied by troops during the

war of the llevolution, and the vane now on the stee-

ple bears the marks of bullets then fired. This town

was intensely loyal to the ' loving and loved Sov-

ereign Lord, King George,' as he was styled, anfl in

1775 presented an able protest to the State Legisla-

ture against the action of Congress. (See town rec-

cords, vol. iv., pages 30-34.) The tfjwn, however,

furnished its quota.

" This society at the close of the Eevolutionary war
was in a low condition, on account of the loss in men
and means occasioned by the war, and the parsonage,

which must have stood on or near the site of the

present Episcopal church edifice, was sold to pay its

debts."

PASTORATE OF REV. Z. H. SMITH (1783-1798).

" Zephaniah H. Smith was the next minister. He,

as well as all his predecessors and most of his suc-

cessors, was a graduate of Yale College. His pas-

torate began in 1783. A tax of one penny on every

pound was assessed in order to provide him a settle-

ment. A house on the main street was also built for

him in 1786 (the same now owned by Mr. George

Stuart), but he made the society a poor return for

their generosity. The records show that he tried to

break up the church organization and to form a Sau-

demanian Church upon its ruins. He caused those

who opposed him to be excommunicated, and finally

abandoned his charge without being dismissed, leav-

ing the church almost a wreck, floating upon the

troubled sea without a pilot and almost without a

crew. But a few faithful souls remained in the ship,

and, although discouraged, they nobly stood at their

post and rescued the Zioii they loved from utter de-

struction. Mr. Smith removed to Glastonbury, in

this State, became a lawyer, and died iu 1836, aged

seventy-seven. His daughters still reside there, and

have become known to fame by their refusal to pay

taxes unless allowed to vote. They are also known
as accomplished scholars, and have recently pub-

lished a translation of the Bible from the original

Hebrew and Greek, for all of which Newtown can

! claim its'share of the honor.

"The church edifice, which until 1793 had stood in

the middle of the street, nearly opposite its present

location, was"moved back to its present site, the Epis-

copal Society (since it was for their accommodation)

bearing the expense and doing the work."

PASTORATE OF REV. JEHU CLARKE.

j

" Jehu Clarke was the next pastor. He resided

I just opposite the present pai-sonage. He wa.< in-
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stalled in 1799, the services being held (by invita-

tion) in the Episcopal church. The Congregational

Church was now at the lowest ebb in its history ; it

was so completely demoralized that it was reorgan-

ized, and comparatively few were found who were

willing to identify themselves with it.

" In 1808 an attempt was made to build a new
Congregational church edifice, and in order to raise

funds a public lottery was held, authorized, as was

the custom of the day, by the Legislature. As might

have been exj^ected, this ill-advised course did more
harm than good, and during the war of 1812 the

church was so deeply involved in debt that a tax of

seventeen cents on the dollar was assessed to meet

expenses. The church edifice was only partially fin-

ished, and for want of support Mr. Clarke resigned

in 1816; he died in 1839.

" Several candidates supplied the pulpit from 1816

to 1825, among them Rev. Lauren P. Hickok, D.D.,

since president of Union College, and Rev. Mr. Bur-

ritt, whose labors were blessed in the conversion of

at least sixteen persons who united with the church

and greatly strengthened it ; but still the membership

was comijarativelj' small, and many recorded as mem-
bers were absent from the place."

PASTORATE OF REV. WILLIAM MITCHELL.

" Rev. William Mitchell was elected pastor and

installed Jan. 14, 1825. Mr. Mitchell was a faithful

and laborious pastoi-,— one of the best, I should

judge, the church has had. During his ministry

there was a powerful revival, chiefly in Taunton,

which resulted in many conversions and twenty ad-

ditions to this church. A ' Ladies' and Gentlemen's

Missionary Society' was successfully established, also

a temperance society. The church and society, how-

ever, unfortunately lost about one-half of the fund

(which had accumulated during successive pastorates)

by the failure of the Eagle Bank in New Haven.

Although cripi^led by the loss, five hundred dollars

were spent in rej^airing the church edifice and eighty-

five dollars in procuring the communion-set now in

use.

Mr. Mitchell resigned and was dismissed May 31,

1831. He moved to Vermont and then to Corpus

Christi, Texas, where he died of yellow fever, Aug.

1, 1867."

PASTORATE OF REV. N. M. URMSTON.

" Rev. N. M. Urmston's pastorate began Dec. 5,

1832, and ended April 1, 1838. He, as well as Mr.

Mitchell, lived at the head of the street where Mrs.

Bennett Fairchild now resides. Nothing of special

interest occurred during his pastorate. The church

records abound in accounts of trials and excommuni-
cations ; it is to be regretted, I think, that names and
facts were not suppressed. It is better to hide a

brother's fault than to make it the subject of a

lengthy record. It is well that the church should be

purified and cleansed, but not at all necessary to pre-

serve the filth and the rubbish. ' Let the past, then,

bury its dead from our sight.'

" Mr. Urmston, after leaving Newtown, preached in

Cornwall and Sherman, in this State, and then went

to Ohio. I received a card from him recently ; he is

very feeble and infirm, and may not be living now.

He was succeeded by several temporary supplies—Rev.

Mr. Leadbetter, Rev. Mr. Ambler, and others—until

1845, when Rev. Jason Atwater became stated sup-

ply."

I

PASTORATE OF REV. JASON ATWATER.

" Mr. Atwater, like Mr. Mitchell, was a conscien-

tious and faithful pastor. He resided where Mrs.

Booth Terrill now lives
;
indeed, there is scarcely a

building in Main Street that does not seem at some

time to have been occupied by a minister of this or

some other church. The interests of the churches in

general, and of this church in particular, were dear to

Mr. Atwater, and he labored hard and successfully in

this his chosen field. At first there was a decided ad-

vance under his leadership ; the broken walls of Zion

were literally and figuratively repaired, for after a

three years' effort twelve hundred dollars were raised,

and the church edifice, which had again become some-

what dilapidated, was renovated, put in good repair,

and dedicated anew Jan. 7, 1847. The congregation

increased in numbers, and a new life seemed infused

into the church. But a decline or a reaction set in,

and the question of abandoning the ground and re-

moving the church to Sandy Hook was seriously agi-

tated. A council, however, advised against it, and

God set his seal of approval upon the decision by

graciously reviving his work and adding to His church

thirty-five members, many of whom have been, and

are now, the most valued and useful of our number.
" In 1852 the basement was fitted up and new seats

and a new pulpit provided for the audience-room of

the church, at an expense of five hundred dollars.

There seems, however, to have been another reaction.

Some of the strong arms upon which the pastor leaned

were taken away by death or removal, and, somewhat

discouraged, Mr. Atwater accepted a call to South-

bury. He showed his continued love for and interest

in this church by leaving it a legacy of one hundred

and fifty dollars at his death, which occurred in 1860."

RECENT PASTORATES.

" The remaining pastors of this church until the year

1874—Rev. W. H. Moore, Rev. W. F. Arms, Rev. D.

W. Fox, Rev. H. B. Smith—are yet among the living

;

their work is not yet done, and of them and their

work, therefore, we will not speak at length. Mr.

Moore's pastorate lasted from 1856 to 1862, when he

was dismissed to be a bishop over our Connecticut

churches. He still fills the responsible position of

State secretary. Mr. Arms' pastorate was very short,

only about a year, from May, 1863, to September, 1864.

He went from here to Greenwich, Conn., then re-

moved to Pennsylvania, and is now in Sunderland,
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Mass., pastor of a church of more than three hundred

members. Mr. Fox was tlie first minister who occu-

pied your pleasant and commodious parsonage, which

cost about two thousand dollars but is now worth

more than twice that amount, proving our Silviour's

words, ' Give, and it shall be given.' No society or

individual loses by a generous act. Mr. Fox, like his

jDredecessor, Mr. Moore, was the registrar of this Con-

sociation ; his health unfortunately soon failed and

he was dismissed; he is now pastor of a church in

New Jersey. *
" This church, therefore, had three pastors during

the late civil war, in striking contrast with the Revo-

lutionary period, when it had one pastor for a third

of a century and until he died.

" Rev. Henry B. Smith was the next pastor, from

1867 to 1873. From here he removed to Green-

field Hill, thence to Staffbrdville, Conn., and is now
living in South Amherst, Mass. He was a faithful

pastor and an earnest worker, especially in the Sab-

bath-school."

THE PEESENT PASTORATE.

"The present pastorate has been the longest this

church has had in more than one hundred years (with

two exceptions). Your minister* preached his first

sermon in this church Jan. 11, 1874. The previous

year the interior of the church had been remodeled

and beautified, as you see it to-day, at an expense of

two thousand five hundred dollars. Since then seventy

have been added to the church and fourteen hundred

dollars to the fund (five hundred dollars being donated

by Miss Sarah Blackman, ofNew Haven, a descendant

of the first pastor. Rev. Thomas Tousey). The debt

resting on the society has been paid ; we are at peace

among ourselves ; this church, I am assured, numeri-

cally and financially, is now more prosijerous than at

any time for a century past. And yet it never needed

the help of all its members and friends more than

now. If this help is given, this church may recover

what it has lost and be in generations to come what
it was in colonial times, before the war for our liberty

drained it of its resources and members. If so, we
will be thankful ; if not, we will be hopeful and still

do our work. For this church has a work to do ; it

is a ' free union church,' where all who love our Lord
and cherish a hope of immortality and heaven may
have a home ; where an evangelical gospel shall be
preached, but each one be permitted and expected to

think for himself. 'We preach as those who must
give an account,' but we 'judge not, that we be not

judged.' God is the Judge of all. Our motto is,

'In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in

all things, charity.' Brethren and friends, if all you
who are, or ought to be, interested in the welfare of

this church do your whole duty its future is assured.

Such is the past and present of this church ; the past

has told its story.

* Rev. J. p. Hoyt.

"One hundred years from now the jjastor of thi»

church (wiio will Ik; bc'/j will doubtlesK jjrej^are a

centennial sermon similar to this, and i/) him we will

commit the record. What will that record be? What
will be the future of this nation, thih tfjwn, and of

this church? Will the changes of the future be as

great as those of the jmst? Who will comprise this

audience one hundred years hence? When the con-

gregation is dismisseil on that day and the ixfojde go

to their homes, how will this street and village look

to them ? What will be the religious sentiment of

the place and day? Will the immortal soul then be

estimated at its true value? We cannot answer these

questions
;
they belong to the future, and to the future

we leave them. We have performed our task ; we
have (as directed in the text) asked questions only of

the ' days that are past,' and we have recorded the

answers. And now, farewell to the past. We break

the connection again; we busy ourselves with the

present; we leave the future with God, praying that

he will bless this ancient church, this loved town,

with its churches, and schools, and interests, tliis il-

lustrious commonwealth, this great nation, and trust-

ing that when another century has rolled by, and we
for many years have slept with our fathers, church

and town and State and nation may be stronger and

purer and better than now."

TRINITY CHURCH.f

The first church building was erected in 1783, and

stood in the road nearly opposite the present brick

town-house. Rev. Dr. Beardsley, in his " History of

the Church in Connecticut," remarks,

—

" It is said that the frame of the building in New-
town, twenty-eight feet long and twenty-four feet

wide, was raised on Saturday, the roof boards were

put on the same evening, and the next day the hand-

ful of churchmen assembled for divine service under

its imperfect jirotection, sitting upon the timbers and
kneeling upon the ground."

Previous to the erection of this first cluircli build-

ing, history informs us that, because there was no

suitable jjlace for assembling, the Rev. John Beach,

rector, invited the few professors of the Church of

England to meet in his own house, where for a con-

siderable time he conducted the church services ; and

the first sermon preached by him was under au
immense buttonball (or sycamore) tree that stood on

the green in front of the present residence of Charles

C. Warncy, Esq.

In 1746 a second church building was erected,

which Dr. Beardsley says—doubtless quoting the

words of Rev. John Beach in his report to the Propa-

gation Society
—

" was a strong, neat building, forty-

six feet long and thirty-five wide."

Forty-four years passed away, during which time

the people continued woi-shiping in that church, but,

probably owing to its prosperity and growth, it was

f Contributed by E. L. Johnson.
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found to be too small to accommodate the worshipers,

and we find from the parish records that a society's

meeting was held Nov. 2, 1790, when a vote was taken
" to build a new church house."

We find that then, as now, there were obstacles in

the way of pushing such things along, for at an

adjourned meeting, held Nov. 25, 1790, an effort was

made to rescind the aforesaid vote, which was de-

feated. At a meeting held Dec. 30, 1790, " Voted, That

if we do build a new church, that it shall be erected

where the town-house now stands."

Passing along until Oct. 3, 1791, it was " Voted, That

we will build the church by signation, provided we
can get subscribed one thousand pounds lawful money
by the second Tuesday in November next." At an

adjourned meeting held Nov. 8, 1791, " Voted, That

the bigness of the church-house shall be sixty-eight

feet by forty-eight."

March 5, 1792, another meeting was held, when it

was voted that the price of the common timber for

building the church be four pence per square foot,

brought to the place of building and well dressed

;

and a committee was also appointed to appraise the

extraordinary timber.

This church was finished in 1793, and received its

name at a parish-meeting held June 17, 1793, when
it was voted that the new church be called " Trinity."

It stood just north of the present site of the stone

edifice. No record can be found giving an account

of its consecration, but it was consecrated by the

venerable Bishop Seabury, the first bishop of Amer-
ica. It was said to have been for a long time the

largest house of Episcopal worship in the State, and

tradition records that it excited the wonder of the

surrounding country, so that people came from all

directions to visit it ; and for more than three-quarters

of a century it stood a noble monument of the liber-

ality, public spirit, and piety of the men who erected

it.

At the time of its erection Rev. Philo Perry was

rector, on a salary of one hundred pounds per year,

ofiiciating one-fourth part of the time in Brookfield,

and the salary was provided for by a tax of three per

cent, on the pound on the grand list of the town.

Stoves and fire in church were then unknown, and

for twenty-seven years the worshipers had no tax to

pay for fuel, but at a meeting held Jan. 24, 1820, it

was " Voted, That a committee of three be appointed

to erect a stove in Trinity Church." In this church

were held three Diocesan Conventions, in the years

1801, 1806, and 1826.

Although missionary work had been done to some
extent in Newtown as far back as 1722, and perhaps

previous to that year, yet there could projjerly be

said to be no church organization here until 1732,

when the Rev. John Beach, then a young man, who
had been settled for eight years among the Inde-

pendents at Newtown and very popular with all

classes, publicly informed his people of a change in

his views in favor of the Church of England. He
was entered as a communicant at Stratford, his native

place, Easter Day, April 9th of the same year, went

to England for holy orders, and, returning with them
in September, 1732, commenced his work, and in six

months after speaks of having forty communicants.

His rectorship extended over a period of fifty years,

—

from 1732 to 1782.

He was followed by Rev. Philo Perry, rector from

1787 to 1798. He was succeeded by Rev. Daniel

Burhans, D.D., rector from Aug. 5, 1799, to Nov. 1,

1830 ; Rev. Samuel C. Stratton, 1831-39 ; Rev. S. S.

Setocking, 1841-48 ; Rev. William Carmichael,

1850-52 ; Rev. Benjamin W. Stone, D.D., 1852-56
;

Rev. Newton E. Marble, D.D., 1857-78, when he

was obliged to resign on account of physical infirmi-

ties ; Rev. Thomas W. Harkins, Oct. 14, 1878, to

Oct. 1, 1880.

From the report made to the Diocesan Convention

by the rector in June, 1880, there were then one hun-

dred and eighty-nine families and three hundred and

thirty-one communicants in the parish. At the meet-

ing of the Diocesan Convention in June, 1880, a new
parish was formed within the limits of the present

Trinity Church, Newtown, to be known as St. John's

j

Parish, Sandy Hook.

1 We have no means of ascertaining who were the

j

first ofiicers of the church. The officers at the present

time are as follows : Wardens, Beach Camp, William

B. Prindle; Vestrymen, Simeon B. Peck, Charles

Skidmore, Philo Clark, E. Levan Johnson, Hobert

B. Camp, Albert W. Peck, Homer A. Hawley
;

Clerk, Daniel G. Beers
;
Treasurer, Frederick San-

ford.

The first movements towards building the present

beautiful stone edifice, that stands just south of the

site of the old church building, were inaugurated at

! a parish-meeting held Sept. 12, 1866, but the building

i

was not completed until January, 1870. The first

sermon delivered in the new church was by the

rector. Rev. Newton E. Marble, D.D., on Feb. 6,

1870, from 2 Cor. v. 17 :
" Old .things are passed

away, behold all things are become new."

Heretofore the churches erected by the parish had

been temporary structures, as all wood buildings are,

and could last but a comparatively short time, but

the noble edifice of which we now write will stand

sound and solid when centuries have rolled away and

the many generations that have worshiped within its

sacred walls shall have mouldered to dust,—unless it

shall be destroyed by some unforeseen catastrophe or

convulsion of nature,—a noble monument to the

memory of those men and women who contributed

i of their time and means to accomplish so desirable

an end.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SANDY HOOK.

As nearly as we can ascertain, about the year 1800 a

class was formed and Methodist preaching was given.
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by two local preachers, Levi BuiiHon and Jos(;i)])

Pierce, in a house that stood upon the ground wluire

Trinity church now stands, in Newtown Street. The

first preaching by an itinerant minister was by Sam-

uel M. Erwin, of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

about the year 1804.

In 1805 a class was formed as a nucleus to forming

a church organization. Here follow the names of the

original class-paper : Isaac San ford, Ann San ford,

Benjamin Curtiss, Polly Curtiss, Sally Curtiss, Amea
Summers, Hannah Gamley, Sarah Lyon, Jacob Ray-

mond, Hannah Piatt, Ncniiah Sanford, Sabia Booth,

Polly Nap, Betsey Hand, Beach Bennett, Sarah An-

derson.

The circuit over which the itinerants traveled was

from Milford to New Milford, and from Dantown to

the Housatonic Eiver, about forty by fifty miles. At

this time there was but one Methodist Episcopal

church building, and situated at Easton.

A class was formed at Flat Swamp (western part of

Newtown) as early as 1828. Circuit preaching was

had, once in about four weeks at school-house or at

private dwelling. There was circuit preaching in

Newtown once in two weeks on a week-day. In 1831

John Lovejoy held a love-feast at the town-hall. It

was on this occasion that the speaking of a certain

female produced such an impression that some of the

citizens said the Methodists shall have a church.

About this time trustees were appointed, viz. : Uriah

Hays, of Brookfield, Isaac Scudder, Alanson Gilbert,

Ebenezer Blackman, Zera Blackman, and Benjamin

Curtiss, .Jr. They entered at once upon the work of

building a church edifice, which was dedicated by

William Dykiman in 1831, situated on Newtown
Street, south of Dick's Hotel.

Here follow a list of preachers who have labored in

the circuit from 1805 to 1850 : Peter Monarty, Sam-
uel Mervine, 1805 ; Nathan Felch, Oliver Sykes,

1806; J. M. Smith, Zalman Lyon, 1807; N. W.
Thomas, Jonathan Lyon, 1808; Billy Hubbard, Isaac

Candor, 1809 ; Nathan Emery, John Russell, 1810

;

A. Hunt, 0. Sykes, J. Reynolds, 1811 ; Seth Ornville,

G. Lyon, S. Beach, 1812 ; A. Hunt, H. Eames, 1813

;

E. Washburn, R. Harris, 1814; Elijah Robbins, Ben-

jamin English, 1815 ; R. Harris, 1816 ; R. Harris, E.

Canfield, 1817; Samuel Bushnell, A. Pierce, 1818;

Beardsley Northrup, David Miller, 1819 ; Bela Smith,

David Miller, 1820; Bela Smith, James Coleman,

1821 ; Labeni Clark, Eli Bennett, 1822 ; Labem Clark,

John Nixon, 1823 ; E. Denniston, John S. Pierce,

1824; E. Denniston, Julius Field, 1825; S. O. Fergu-

son, W. V. Buck, and Lucky (supply), 1826;

Eli Bennett, W. V. Buck, 1827 ; John Lovejoy, J. H.
Romer, 0. Sykes (supply), 1828

; John Lovejoy, J.

H. Romer, 1829 ; Horace Bartlet, Charles Shuman,
1830 ; John Lovejoy, 1831 ; Luther Meade, O. Sykes
(supply), 1832 ; J. Hunt, J. B. Beach, 1833 ; J. Bower,

J. B. Beach, 1834; H. Humphrey, John Davis, 1835;

John Dykiman, 1836 ; C. Silliman, 1837 ; John D.

' Bangs (died hero), 1838; \. Meade, ]HV.)^); H. .J.

Stchbins, 1841-42; L. (.'lark, G. L. Fuller, 1843; A.

S. Hill and G. L. Fuller, i/i 1844-45 ; 8. W. Smith,

1840-47; L. D. Nickersou, 1848; N. C. Lewis, 1849

-50.

During the year 1850 the church edifice at New-
town was sold and a more commodious one built at

Sandy Hook, a small village one mile and three-quar-

ters east of Newtown, at a cost of three thousand

three hundred dollars. The Rev. Dr. Kennwly
preached the dedication sermon, and the following

liave filled the pulpit to the year 1880: W. H. Bangs,

1851-52; F. Lovejoy, 1853-54; A. McAlister, 1855

-56; Gidman, 1857; Benjamin Redford, 1858;

R. K. Reynolds, 1859*-()0 ; Edward Oldine, 1861-^52;

S. H. Piatt, 1863-64; S. C. Lamb, 1865; B. A.Gil-

man, 1866-67; F. W. Lockwood, 1868-69; A. M.
Sherman, 1870; Sylvester Smith, 1871-72; without

[

sup])ly, 1873; Joseph W. Pattisson, 1874^75; .lames

Taylor, 1876-78; Cornell S. Dykiman, 1879-80.

This church recommended Luman Sanford fur ad-

mission into the Conference about 1830; Isaac San-

ford, 1840; G. A. Hubbell, 1845 (now presiding elder

in New Haven District) ; S. H. Piatt, 1853; William

T. Hill, 1855 (now presiding elder in Bridgejjort Dis-

trict).

This church has Deman Blackman and Edgar

Butt as local preachers ; local deacons, Thomas din-

ger, H. L. Wheeler.

The present officers are Ezra Patch, Henry L.

Wheeler, Silas E. Fairchild, Elias S. Sanford, B. B.

Curtiss, Trustees.

OTHER CHURCHES, Etc

The disintegration (as we may term it) of the Con-

gregational Church must have encouraged the Meth-

odist brethren to form a separate church organization,

for we are informed that their first class met in 1800,

the first preaching services being held in the house of

Mrs. Phcebe Peck, just above the village, and after-

wards in the old town-house. Their first meeting-

house stood near Mrs. Briscoe's residence. Since that

time there have been eighty-six ministers of that de-

nomination who have supplied the' pulpit, either in

the old Methodist church at Newtown (which wa.s

dedicated in 1831) or in the present church edifice in

Sandy Hook, which was built in 1850.

A Universalist Society, organized early in the cen-

tury, built a commodious house of worship in the

central part of the village, but afterwards sold it to

the Catholic Society, and now hold no separate ser-

vices. This church edifice, with the small Baptist

church in Zoar and the Union chai)el in Taunton,

erected by the generosity of !Mrs. Polly Beers in

1878, com})letes the list of churches, St. James"

chapel, which once crowned Zoar Hill, having years

ago been abandoned.

* During' the year 1839 the society built a imrsona^ at a cost of cigh-
' teen huudred dollai-s.
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The Catholic Church is now so strong that a change

to the plain near the depot and the erection of a larger

building and series of buildings is in contemplation.

MASONIC.

For history of Hiram Lodge, No. 18, F. and A. M.,

and Hiram Chapter, see Appendix.

GRANITE LODGE, NO. 122, I. 0. G. T.

This lodge was instituted May 5, 1869, with fifty-

seven members, as follows : Rev. F. W. Lockwood,

Mrs. 0. P. Gately, Mrs. M. A. Tomlinson, W. W.
Perkins, Silas N. Beers, Martha A. Akley, Sarah N.

Beers, George R. Couch, Charles M. Parsons, Ezra

J. Hall, Cornelia M. Tucker, Sarah Woffenden, Mary
C. Tenant, Ella C. Gateley, M. Ella Couch, Julia S.

Gibson, Annie White, Mary C. Woffenden, Mary E.

Beers, Mary F. Peck, Grace Nichols, Emily Sandford,

Augustus Allen, Eliza Crofut, Mrs. N. R. Couch,

Sarah E. Northup, Eva E. May, Ann E. Sanford,

Arthur D. Allen, Ann Gillett, Mrs. Sarah Wheeler,

Abel F. Gillett, Mrs. Z. S. Peck, N. R. Couch, Annie

B. Northup, Mrs. M. C. Perkins, Fannie E. Hurlbut,

Julia H. Towle, Charles E. Jones, Frederick Beehler,

Chester Hard, Emily A. Bennett, Robert M. Prindle,

Charles Hurlbut, Mary E. Hough, Annie E. Booth,

John J. Haight, William Brewer, James E. Parsons,

Sarah E. Haight, P. H. Skidmore, H. B. Smith, John

D. Bolan, Annie M. Sherman, Reba J. Lockwood,

Bella Judson, Sylvester Beers.

The first regular meeting was held May 14, 1869,

with the following officers: W. W. Perkins, W. C.

T. ; Julia H. Towle, W. V. T. ; Rev. F. W. Lockwood,

W. Chap. ; Charles M. Parsons, W. Sec. ; Mrs. 0. P.

Gately, W. A. S. ; Silas N. Beers, W. T. S. ; Sarah

N. Beers, W. T. ; Ezra J. Hall, W. M. ; Julia S.

Gibson, W. D. M. ; Eva E. May, W. I. G.
;
George

R. Couch, W. 0. G.
;
Emily A. Sanford, W. R. H.

5. ; Cornelia M. Tucker, W. L. H. S. ; Charles E.

Jones, P. W. C. T. Since the lodge was instituted

two hundred and fifty members have been enrolled.

Among the fruits of its efforts are three lodges of

juvenile Temples,—Alpha, No. 1, being the first lodge

of juvenile templars instituted in the State, and

located at Sandy Hook ; Olive Branch, No. 14, at

Newtown, South Centre District, and Myrtle, No. 26,

at Newtown, North Centre District.

Alpha Juvenile Temple, No. 1, was instituted March

6, 1871. The charter members were Curtis P.

Gately, Ada J. Leland, William H. Perkins, Julia

H. Gibson, Olive P. Gately, Sadie D. Gately.

Olive Branch Temple, No. 14, was instituted May,

1874, with following charter members : Chas. John-

son, Lee Johnson, Annie Henderson, Susie Beers,

Willie Partridge, Willie Johnson, Freddie Johnson,

Julia Henderson, Robert Tomlinson, John Tomlin-

son, Clarence Minor, Susie I. and Edith J. Wason.

Myrtle Temple, No. 26, was instituted Jan. 1, 1879.

Charter members: Wallace Hoyt, Willie Hoyt,

George Pearce, Samuel Pearce, Emma Hoyt, Lillie

Cook, Harry Cook, George Hoyt, Bertha Cook, Mag-
gie Rininsland, Julia Rininsland.

SCHOOLS.

The first reference in the old records to schools ap-

pears under date " Sept. 13, 1727," when it was

" A greed and Voted, That there shall be School-house erected between

y Date above s"! and December next ensuing y Date, and y« Changes

rising in building school-house Shall be Defrayed by y« town Bates

of y Inhabitants of si* town.

"Test: Jos. Peck,
" Cleric."

For present condition of schools, see General His-

tory.

THE , BOROUGH OF NEWTOWN.

The borough of Newtown was incorporated in May,

1824, and on the 2d of the following month the first

officers were chosen. These were : Clerk, Charles

Chapman; Warden, Asa Chapman; Senior Burgess,

Benjamin F. Shelton ; Junior Burgesses, Eli Bennett,

Oscar Glover, Thomas Blackman, Squire Dibble, and

David B. Botsford
;
Treasurer, Henry Beers

;
Bailiff",

Theophilus Nichols
;
Haywards, Thomas Seely, John

Rogers, and Harry Sherman
;
Pound-keeper, Squire

Dibble ; Street Inspectors, McPherson Sherman and

Elijah Botsford ; Fire Inspectors, Arcillus Hamlin,

Philo Whitney, and Oscar Keeler ; Collector of Taxes,

John Johnson.

There has been no meeting held in the borough to

elect officers for some time.

NEWTOWN SAVINGS BANK.

This institution was organized July 1, 1855. The

first board of trustees were Walter Clarke, Henry

Beers Glover, David B. Beers, Theophilus Nichols,

Jerome Judson, Henry Baldwin, Alva B. Beecher,

Henry Sanford, Moses Parsons, Zerah Fairman,

Samuel Curtis, James B. Blakslee, Sailer, P. Barnum,

Monroe Judson, Charles F. Blakslee, William Beard,

Henry Baldwin. The first officers were: President,

Henry Beers; Vice-Presidents, David H. Johnson,

Edward Starr, Samuel B. Peck
;
Secretary and Trea-

surer, Henry Beers Glover.

The present board of trustees is as follows : Charles

C. Warner, Simeon B. Peck, Hezekiali Peck, Philo

Clarke, Henry Sanford, William L. Terrill, Aaron

\

Sanford, Monroe Judson, John Judson, William N.

' Northrop, Abel Stilson, E. M. Peck, C. B. Sherman,

H. B. Northrop, D. G. Beers, William Botsford.

The first deposit in this bank was made by Henry

Beers Glover, in trust for Mary Gover
;
amount, $2.00.

Present amount of deposits, $344,121.57.

NEWSPAPERS.

The Newtown Bee was established by A. A. Bensel,

June 27, 1877, with John T. Pearce as editor and

manager. It was continued by Mr. Bensel until April,

I

1878, when Mr. Pearce became sole owner. In Sep-

I tember, 1879, it was purchased by A. H. Hawkins,
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who conducted it until Fohruary, ]880, when Mr.

Pearce resumed its ownership and editorial manage-

ment. March 15, 1880, it was purchased by H. A.

Van Dalsem, who published it a few months, when

Mr. Pearce again assumed control, and is its present

editor and proprietor.

The Bee is a lively local journal, and is in a pros-

perous condition, having a good circulation and ad-

vertising patronage.

The Newtown Chronicle was established March 27,

1880, by J. A. Maddigan, and is now conducted by

him.

THE NEW YORK BELTING AND PACKING COM-
PANY.

This is the largest institution of its kind in the

world. "The making of vulcanized rubber fabrics

adapted to mechanical purposes," says the Scientific

American, "is here carried on in a way which indi-

is in either water, steam, or cornpreHsed air, t'jgftthcr

with a variety of valves, gask(;ts, and ringK for Hirnilar

use; hose for fire-engines and watering gardenM, be-

sides heavy steam and brewers' hose
;
wagon- and car-

springs, gas-tubing, solid vulcanite emery-wheels,

corrugated matting and mats, cushions for billiard-

tables, etc. A full list of their productions would, in-

deed, make a formidable catalogue, but the interest

therein to the general rctader would be enhanced by

the reflection that in so few years a comparatively un-

known substance had come to play so important a part

in our industries."

We illustrate one of the most wonderful machines

for manufacturing vulcanized rubljer belting, etc.,

whereby perfectly smooth surfaces and great solidity

are insured. This press will take a belt six feet wide

and fifteen feet of its length at once ; it weighs eighty-

five thousand pounds ; the steam is let into the bed

and platen so that the temperature can be readily

THE NEW YORK BELTING AND PACKING COMPANY.

cates the fliU fruition of Charles Goodyear's anticipa-

tions, whether we consider the quantity and variety of

goods mad« or the highly important relations which

these productions hold to all industrial pursuits, for

in many cases they meet wants never before satisfied

and fit needs for which no equally good substitute

could be devised. The articles regalarly manufiic-

tured at this factory include bands or belting for run-

ning machinery, from the largest belts ever made
down to the smallest sizes in use

;
packing, to make

tight joints in pumps, engines, etc., where the work

regulated ; the platen is stationary, and the bed is

lifted by hydraulic pressure. The most novel feature

of this great press, however, is that it is arranged with

appliances at each end for stretching the belts, so

that, while the belt is under the full tension of the

heaviest strain it may be desired to put upon it, it

may at the same time be compressed between the hot

plates, and thus set its fibres as firmly as a bar of steel.

They manufactured the immense driving and ele-

vator belts for the Buckingham elevators at Chicago,

Avhich have been running perfectly for more thau
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twelve years; also those for Armour, Dole & Co.,

Chicago, and Vanderbilt's great elevators of the New
York Central and Hudson River Railroads, New
York, being the largest belts in the world. They
have just manufactured (1880) an elevator belt thirty-

six inches wide and two thousand five hundred feet

in length, which will weigh over eighteen thousand

pounds. The company own the patent for this

stretcher in combination with the press, as they do

many other patents of great importance in the busi-

ness. The principal Goodyear patent on vulcanizing

expired in 1865, but this company had then been

many years manufacturing, and had obtained subse-

quent patents for improvements, some of which are

of great value in their present manufactory.

The offices, salesroom, and warehouse of the com-

pany are at 37 and 38 Park Row, New York. John
H. Cheever is the treasurer of the company and gen-

eral manager of the business. Mr. D. C. Gately is

superintendent of the works, which are located at

Sandy Hook.

In addition to the numerous establishments men-

tioned above are the following manufactories : Blan-

ket factory, owned by Sturtevant & Son, of New
York ; combs and buttons, Samuel Curtis & Sons

;

button-factoiy, John Griffen ; and the establishment

of S. A. Blackman & Co.

RAILROADS.

The town is well supplied with railroads. The
Housatonic extends northwest through the centre of

the town, with stations at Botsford, Newtown, and

Hawleyville, intersecting at the latter place with the

Shepaug Railroad, which crosses the northern part of

the town. This road extends from Litchfield, in

Litchfield County, to Bethel in this county. The
New York and New England Railroad, now in pro-

cess of construction, will also intersect with the above

roads at at Hawleyville.

CIVIL AND MILITARY HISTORY.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM 1747 TO 1880.

The following is a list of the representatives to the

General Court from Newtown from 1747 to 1880

:

1747, Capt. Thomas Tousey, John Nortlirop; 1748, Capt. Thomas Tonsey,

Hem-y Glover, Heath Peck; 1749, Henry Glover, John Northrup,

John Leavensworth, Capt. John Glover; 1750, Capt. John Glover,

Caleb Baldwin, Capt. Ephraim Peck; 1751, Capt. Thomas Tousey,

Natlianiel Nickols, Daniel Booth, John Botsford
; 1752, Daniel Booth,

Capt. Henry Glover
;
1753, Lemuel Camp, Heath Peck, Daniel Booth,

Capt. Henry Glover; 1754, Daniel Booth, Capt. Henry Glover ; 1755,
j

Daniel Booth, Capt. Henry Glover, Caleb BaUlwin, Capt. John Glover

;

1756, Daniel Booth, Capt. Henry Glover, Caleb Baldwin, Abel Booth
;

1757, David Booth, Jolm Botchford, Daniel Booth, John Glover
;

1758, Daniel Booth, Benjamin Curtis, Capt. Henry Glover; 1759,

Daniel Booth, Richard Fairman, Capt. Henry Glover; 1760, Daniel

Booth, Capt. Henry Glover, Jonathan Booth
;
1761, Daniel Booth,

Capt. John Glover, Caleb Baldwin, Kichard Fairman
; 1762, Daniel

Booth, Kichard Fairman, Caleb Baldwin
; 1763, Daniel Booth, Capt.

|

Amos Botsford, Abel Booth, Capt. Henry Glover
; 1764, Oliver Tousey,

;

Capt. Henry Glover, Daniel Booth; 1765, Kichard Fairman, Capt.

Henry Glover, Oliver Tousey; 1766, Kichard Fairman, Capt. Henry

Glover, Oliver Tousey; 1767, Capt. Henry Glover, Oliver Tousey,

Heath Peck
; 1768, C.-ipt. Henry Glover, Heath Peck, Kichard Fair-

man; 1769, Kichard Fairman, Capt. Henry Glov 1770, Capt.

Henry Glover, Daniel Booth, Abel Booth
; 1771, Capt. Henry Glover,

Richard Fairman, John Chandler; 1772, Oliver Tonsey, Maj. Jolm
Chandler, Capt. Henry Glover; 1773, Maj. John Chandler, Peter

Nichols, Capt. Henry Glover; 1774, Capt. Henry Glover, Oliver

Tousey, Capt. Peter Nichols; 1775, John Beach, Jr.
; 1776, no record;

1777, Capt. Caleb Baldwin, Henry Peck; 1778, Maj. Caleb Baldwin,

Capt. Joseph Smith, Henry Peck; 1779, Maj. Caleb Baldwin, Col.

John Chandler, Henry Peck; 1780, Richard Fairman, Henry Peck,

Maj. Caleb Baldwin: 1781, Col. .John Chandler; 1782, Col. John
Chandler, Henry Peck, Maj. Caleb Baldwin, Amos Northrop; 1783,

Col. John Chandler, Henry Peck, Maj. Caleb Baldwin, Capt. Jabez

Botsford; 1784, Nehemiah Strong, Gen. John Chandler, John Beach,

Henry Glover; 1785, Gen. John Chandler, Capt. Peter Nichols; 1786,

Gen. John Chandler. John Beach, Maj. Caleb Baldwin; 1787, Jolm

Beach, Abijah Curtis; 1788, Gen. John Chandler, Jolm Beach, Capt.

Peter Nichols; 1789, Abijah Curtis, Jotham Sherman, John Beach;

1790, John Beach, Wm. Edmond
;
1791, Wm. Edniond, Peter Nichols

;

1792, Wm. Edmond, David Baldwin, John Beach; 1793, John Beach,

Wm. Edniond; 1794, William Edmond, John Beach, David Baldwin;

1795, William Edmond, David Baldwin ; 1796, Wm. Edmond, David

Baldwin, Zach. Ferris, Gideon Botsford; 1797, Wm. Edmond, David

Baldwin, Zachariah Ferris; 1798, David Baldwin, John Beach; 1799,

Gideon Botsford, David Baldwin, Zach. Ferris; 1800, Gideon Botsford,

Zach. Ferris; 1801, Asa Chapman, John Sanford, William Edmond;

1802, Zach. Ferris, Wra. Edmonds, David Baldwin, Gideon Botsford;

1803, Asa Chapman, Samuel C. Blackman, John Sanford, David

Meeker
;
1804, Isaiah Fairchild, Gideon Botsford, John Sanford ; 1805,

Simeon Beers, Gideon Botsford, Jabez Bennett
;
1806, Gideon Bots-

ford, Amos Skidmore, John Sanford, David Baldwin; 1807, Johu

Sanford, David Baldwin, Samuel C. Blackman
;
1808, David Bald-

win, Asa Chapman, John Sanford, Simeon Beers
;
1809, David Bald-

win, William M. Belts, Silas Fairchild; 1810, John Sanford, Samuel

C. Blackman, David Baldwin
; 1811, Gideon Botsford, Simeon Beers,

John Sanford, Timothy Shepard; 1812, Joseph Nickols, Timothy

Shepard; 1813, John Sanford, Timothy Shepard, Asa Chapman;

1814, Asa Chapman, John Sinford, Joseph B. Wheeler; 1815, Asa

Chapman, John Sanford, David Meeker; 1816, Josiah Fairchild,

Marcus Botsford, John Sanford, Samuel Beers; 1817, Marcus Bots-

ford, James Bennett, Lamson Burch
;
1818, Gideon Botsford, Joseph

B. Wheeler, Bennett Perry, Jacob Beers
; 1819, Joseph B. Wheeler,

Jeremiah Beers
; 1820, Timothy Shepard, Jacob Beers

;
1821, Timothy

Shepard, Zachariah Claik, Jr.
;
1822, Philo Botsford, Timothy Shep-

ard
;
1823, Isaac Scudder, Jacob Beers

; 1824, Jacob Beers, Jonathan

S. Fairchild; 1825, Benjamin Hurd, Jonathan S. Fairchild
; 1826,

Jacob Beers, Benjamin Hurd; 1827, Jacob Beers, Jolm Northrop

;

1828, Benjamin Hurd, Henry Button
;
1829, Jacob Beers, David H.

Belden
;
1830, Jacob Beers, Abel Beers

; 1831, James B. Fairman, J.

B. Botsford
;
1832, Moses Parsons, Joseph Booth ; 1833, Henry Bass,

Lemuel Beeis; 18.34, Henry Button, George Bradley
;

183,5, Daniel

Botsford, Lemuel Beers; 1836, Oliver Northrop, Daniel Skidmore;

1837, John Judson, Charles Johnson
; 1838, Lemuel Beei-s, Botsford

Terrell
;

1839, Austin N. Botsford, Samuel B. Peck
;
1840, Alvah B.

Beeclier, John B. Beers; 1841, Josiah S. Tomlinson, Abel B. Terrell;

1842, Henry Nichols, Ezra Morgan ; 1843, Oliver Somers, Charles C.

Warner ;
1844, Levi Peck, Ezra Patch

;
1845, Charles Peck, David

Sanford; 1846, Isaac M. Sturgis, David I. Northrop; 1847, Charles

Dikeman, Alonzo Sherman; 1848, Russell Wheeler, Thomas 0.

Chambers; 1849, John B. Peck, Monroe Judson; 1850, Aaron San-

ford, Charles W. Warner ; 1851, George Benedict, Carlos B. Booth
,

1852, Oliver Somers, Zerah Fairmati ; 1853, James Blackman, Alonzo

Taylor; 1854, Eliott M. Peck, William Piatt; 1855, D. H.Johnson,

Walter Clarke; 1856, Stephen W. Blackman, Botsford Terrell
;
1857,

Aiiel T. Peck, Hiram Camp
;
1858, David Sanford, Oliver S. Botsford

;

1859, Charles C. Warner, Eli J. Morris
; 1860, George W. Bradley,

David B. Northrup; 1801, Alonzo Sherman, Herman Fairchild;

1802, Ezra Morgan, Zerah Fairman
;
1863, Charles H. Peck, Edwin

Clarke ; 1864, Zerah Fairman, John M. Beardsley
;
1865, Sanmel C.

Glover, Chester F. Tolles; 1866, B. D. Briscoe, William A. Bradley
;

1867, Jolm M. Beardsley, Theron B. Appell
; 1868, Ezra Morgan,

Robert A. Clark ; 1869, P. H. Skidmore, Cyrus D. Fairchild
;

1870,

Silas B. Wheeler, Charles C. Warner; 1871, Harrison Twitchell, Wil-

liam H. Glover; 1872, Lawrence Mitchell, B. S. Blackman; 1873,

Wheeler Drew, Edward Taylor; 1874, Abel B. Prindle, William I.

Terrell; 1875, Simeon B. Peck, James A. Wilson; 1876, Bennett

Blackman, John 0. Dolohery; 1877, Samuel Barnnm, George Win-

ton
;

1878, John Mooney, George W. Bradley ; 1879, Jerry Carey,

John H. Blackman ;
1880, John GrifBn, Griffin P. Lillis.
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SELECTMEN FROM 1712 TO 1880.

171-, Ebenezer Prindlo, John Glover, Abraham Kiinberly, Jeremiah

Turner, John Griffin
;
1711!, Joseph Peck, ElHmezer Sniitli, Froegraco

Adams, Joseph Gray, James Hard; 1714, El)cne/.er I'rinillo, Joseph

reck, Ebenezer Boolli, Moses Jolmson. Freegraco Adams; 1715, Jo-

seph reck, Ebenezer Booth, Tbonias lieiiiiilt, James Hard, I'cter

Ilubbell; 17IC, Tliomas Bennitt, I'eter Iliibbell, Joseph Gray, Job

Sliornian, Benjamin Dunning; 1717, Tbonnw Bennitt, John Glover,

Joseph Peck, Benjamin Dunning, James Turner; 171R, Tboma« Ben-

nitt, John Glover, Jusepli I'eck, Benjumiii Diinnijig; 171!), Thomas

Bennitt, Joseph Peck, Peter Hubbell, Jotliam Bimtb, John J. Oillet

;

1720, Thomas Bennitt, Joseph Peck, Jotliam Booth, Peter Ilubbell,

Benjamin Dunning; 1721, Tliomas Bennitt, Joseidi Peck, Jotlnim

Booth, Ephraim Peck; 1722, Thomas Bennitt, Samuel Beers,

Ephraim Peck, John Nortlirop, John Leavenwoi tli
;

17213, Ebenezer

Bootli, Ephraim Peck, Samuel Booth, Thomas Skidmore, Abraham

Baldwin ; 1724, Peter Hubbell, John Noi tlirop, Ephraim Peck,

Samuel Boers, John Leavenworth; 1725, John Nortbro]), John Bots-

ford, Benjamin Dunning, Jotham Booth, Ephraim Peck
;
172G, John

Botsford, John Nortlirop, Benjiiniin Dunning, Jolin Booth, Epliraim

Peck
;
1727, John Bjtsford, John N(M tlirop, Ephraim Peck, John

Booth
; 1728, John Botsford, Ephraim Peck, Nathan Baldwin,

Thomas Skidmore, Ephraim Ilawley; 1729, Joseph Peck, Job

Sherman, Nathan Baldwin, Ephraim Hubbell, Epliraim Peck,

James Northrop; 17iiO, Thomals Bennett, Daniel Sherman, Joseidi

Botsford, Jloses Stils John Gillet; 1731, Josejih Botsford, Capt.

Bennett, Nathan Baldwin, Joliii Northrop, Benjamin Dunning;

17;i2, Joseph Peck, John Nortlirop, John Botsford, Jidin liCaveii-

wortli, Thomas Tousey
;
17li:!-34, Jolin Northrop, Nathan Baldwin,

Joseph Botsford, John Glover, Obadiah Wlicoler; 1735, Obiidiali

Wheeler, John Glover, Caleb Baldwin, Steplien Burwell, Eidiraira

Peck; 1730, Caleb Baldwin, Stephen Biirwell, John Northrop, Dan-

iel Booth, John Botsford; 1737, Job Sherman, Thomas Skidmore,

Benoni Sherman, Obadiah Wheeler, Benjamin Nortlirop; 1738,

Thomas Skidmore, Job Sherman, John Northrop, Ephraim Peck,

Benoni Sherman; 1739, Epliraim Peck, Henry Glover, John Lake,

Lemuel Camp, John Northrop; 1740, John Lake, Josepli Botsford,

Nathan Baldwin, Jolm Glover, Tliomas Skidmore; 1741, Joseph

Bristol, John Blackman, Abraham Bennett, Heth Peck, John

Beers; 1742, Joseph Bristol, John Glover, Samuel Griffin, Abraham

Kiniberly, Nathaniel Nichols; 1743, Samuel GrifKn, Abraham Kim-

berly, Joseph Smith, John Gillett, Henry Glover, Thomas Leaven-

worth; 1744, Thomas Skidmore, Caleb Baldwin, Lemuel Camp,

Abraham Bennett, Nathaniel Briscoe
; 1745, Ephraim Peck, John

Lake, Joseph Botsf<ud, John Botsford, Heth Peck; 174G, Natlian

Baldwin, John Northrop, Abel Booth, Nathaniel Briscoe, Thomas

Ford
;
1747, Daniel Booth, Nathaniel Briscoe, Nathaniel Nichols,

Heth Peck, Benjamin Dnnning; 1748, James Kean, John Sliepard,

Joseph Bristol, Henry Glover, Gideon Botsford
; 1749, Capt. Obadiah

Wheeler, Leni'l Camp, Jno. Glover, Dan'l Booth, Moses Stilson
; 1750,

Heth- Peck, J. Lake, N. Nichols, Donald Grant, Amos Botsford ; 1751

,

Heth Peck, Amos Botsford, John Lake, Abel Booth, Henry Glover;

1752, John Botsford, Abel Booth, Thomas Leavenwortli, Joseph Bots-

ford, Benjamin Mallory
; 1753, Benjamin Mallory, Thomas Skidmore,

Matliew Curtis, Nathaniel Nichols; 1754, Ephraim Peck, Kichard

Fairman, James Hurd, Nathaniel Briscoe, Abel Botsford; 1755, Na-

thaniel Briscoe, Abel Botsford, Thomas Skidmore, Jonathan Nor-

throp, Gideon Botsford
;
175G, Jonathan Northrop, Amos Botsford,

James Hurd, Abel Judson, John Blackman
;
1757, Richard Fairman,

Abel Judson, James Hurd, John Botsford, Heth Peck
;
1758, Eichard

Fairman, Abel Booth, Abraham Kiinberly, Amos Merchant, John

Shepard
;
1759, Abel Booth, Abraham Kiinberly, Amos Merchant,

Heth Peck, Jonathan Booth; 17C0, Abraham Kiinberly, Heth Peck,

Abel Booth, Jonathan Booth, Nathaniel Briscoe; 17G1, Nathaniel

Briscoe, Jonathan Booth, James Hurd, Ephraim Bennett, Caleb

Baldwin, Jabez Hurd; 1702, Nathaniel Briscoe, Ephraim Bennett,

Jabez Hurd, Amos Botsford, Caleb Baldwin, Henry Glover, John

Sterling; 1703, Jabez Hnrd, Nathaniel Nichols, Jonathan Booth,

Caleb Baldwin, John Sterling, Ebenezer Ford, Theodore Nettleton
;

17U4, Benjamin Curtis, Daniel Booth, Joseph Peck, John Beers,

Benjamin Dunning, Ebenezer Ford, Caleb Baldwin; 1705, Ephraim

Sherman, Jotham Sherman, Peter Ferris, Josiah Beardslee, Benja-

min Dunning, Caleb Baldwin, Oliver Tousey; 17G(i, Daniel Bootli,

Benjamin Curtis, Joseph Gnnn, ,Iohn Beers, Jabez Baldwin, Gideon

Botsford, Richard Fairman; 1767, Peter Nichols, George Terrill,

Joshua Northrop, John Beach, Samuel Boei-s, Ebenezer Ford, Oliver

31

Toiicey ; 17C8, Ebenezer Ford, Abncr Hard, Danirl Baldwin, Abel

Booth, AmoK Norlhroii, Ebenezer BriBtol
;

17C!», Daniel Baldwin,

John Cliandler, John Blackman, Gideon Botxford
; 1770, Lemuel

Sherman, John Beers, John Chandler, John Be.i/.h, P. Sicholn; 1771,

J. Bei rs, L, Sbr rnian, I". Nidiols, A. Hard, E. Kherman, J. Kairchild
;

1772, Amos Hard, Ephraim Sherman, Caleb Baldwin, William Bur-

W(dl, Jonathan Fairchild; 1773, Waite Northrop, I'eter NiclioU,

Daniel Baldwin, Daniel Booth, Abel Botuford ; 1774, James Black-

man, Zadok Sherman, Richard Smith, Thonian Skidmore, Jaiie/.

Baldwin
; 1775, Benjamin Curtis, Zadok Sherman, Thomas Skidmore,

.Totham Sherman, Jabez Balilwin
;
1770, John Beach, Henry Peck,

Daniel Booth, Abel Botsford, Daniel Baldwin; 1777, Henry Pwk,

Abel Botsford, Richard Fairman, Ephraim Sbei niaii, William Bur-

well, Nathaniel Biiscoe, Abijali Cuilis; 1778, Richard Kairmau,

Gideon Botsford, Joseph Wheeler, Henry Fairman, Jabez Botuford,

Eli Dunning, Henry Peck; 1779, Caleb Bablwin, John Chandler,

Jabez Botsford, Nathan Burritt, Matliew Curtis, Josh. Northrop, Eli

Dunning; 1780, Capt. Elijah Botsford, Mathew Curtis, Abel IVjtiiford,

Asa Cogswell, Richard Fairman, Richard Smith, Eli Dunning; 1781,

Joseph Wheeler, .Toshua Northrop, .J(jsiah Beardslee, .\bel Baldwin,

Richard Fairman, Abraham Bennett, George Sinilh; 1782, Richard

Fairman, Caleb Baldwin, (jieorge Terrell, Amos Northrop, Gidofjii

Botsford, Henry Peck; 17H3, George Terrell, Jonathan Northrop,

Jabez Botsford, Abraham Bennitt, Richard Smith; 1784, Jabez Bots-

ford, .Totham Sherman, Caleb Bahlwin, Peter Niclicds, Benjamin Cur-

tis, Neheniiali Strong, Abel Hnrd; 1785, John Beach, John Glover,

Jabez Botsford, Caleb Baldwin, William Edmonils, Henry Peck, Nc-

hemiah Strong; 1780, Abijah Curtis, .Tolin Smith, Samuel Ferris,

Abel Botsford, David Baldwin, Ebenezer Smith'; 1787, David Bald-

win,.Joshua Northrop, William Edmonds
; 1788, Abijah Curtis, David

Baldwin, Cyrenns Hard, Jabez Botsford, Henry Peck
; 1789, S'lomon

Glover, Abijah Curtis, Andrew Beers
;
1790, Josiah Curtis, Joel Camp,

Jotham Sherman
;
1791, Jotliam Sherman, J. Beach, (Udeon Botsford

;

1792, John Sanford, Ezra Booth, Gideon Botsford; 1793, Ezra Booth,

Zachaiiah Ferris, Dr. Bennett Perry; 1794, Zachaiiah Ferris, Moses

Shepard, David Meeker
;
1795, Moses Sliepard, Solomon Glover, Jabez

Botsford; 1790, Simeon Beers, Lutber Harris, Moses Shepard ; 1797,

Luther Harris, Amos Sherman, Simeon Beers
; 1798, Capt. Joseph

Wheeler, Josiah Fairchild, Abel Botsford; 1799, .Asa Chaimian, Abi-

jah Curtis, Josepli Ferris; 1800, Capt. Luther Harris, Joseph Ferris,

Moses Botsford; 1801, Jotham Sherman, Gideon Botsford, Philo

Curtis; 1802, Pliilo Curtis, Jotliam Sherman, Gideon B.itsf.inl
; 1803,

Pliilo Tousey, Gideon Bjtslbrd, David Meeker; 1804, John Sanford,

Capt. David Meeker, Ebenezer Beers; 1805, Simeon Beers, David

Meeker, Peter Lake ;
1800-7, Amos Skidmore, Gideon Botsford, Philo

Curtis; 1808, Gideon Botsford, Pliilo Curtis, Silas Fairchild; U09,

David Meeker, Silas Faiichild, Birdsey Glover; lSlO-11, Birdeey

Glover, David Jleekcr, Samuel Beers : 1812, David Sleeker, Sjinmel

Beers, Liitlier Harris; 1813, David Meeker, Samuel Beers, Lamaon

Birch; 1814, David Meeker, Lainsjn Birch, Zacliariah Clark; lSi5,

Marcus Botsford, Zacliariah Clark, Lainson Birch
; 1810, Abi.jah Cur-

tis, Marcus Botsford, David Meeker ; 1817, Marcus Botsford, Amos

Skidmore, Abijah Curtis
;
1818, David Tousey, Adoniram Fairchild,

Anros Skidmore; 1819, Amos Skidmore, Joseph Wheeler, .\doniram

Fairchild
; 1820, .Vbijali Merritt, Clement Fairchild, Amos Skiilmorc;

1821-23, Clement Fairchild, James Fairmnn, Abijah Merritt: 1824,

James Fairman, Abijah Meriitt, Isaac Scnddyr; 182.5, Isaac Scuddcr,

Abner Nettleton, .\ustin Booth
;
1820, James Fairman, Isiuic Scudder,

Abijah Merritt; 1827, James Fairman, Benjamin Hard, John North-

rop; 1828, Wheeler Fairchild, Daniel Blackman, Abel Beei-s: 1829,

Abel Beers, Asa B. Beardslee, Benjamin C. Glover; IS^iO, Abel Beers,

Asa B. Beardslee, Jabez B. Botsford; 1831-32, Abel Beers, John

Northrop, Abner A. Nettleton; 1833, John Nortbn>p, Lamson Birch,

Abijah Merritt, James Nichols; 1834, Abijah Merritt, John North-

rop, Philo Curtis; 1835, Oliver Nortliivp, Daniel BotsfonI, Thomas

Blackman; 1830, James B. Fairman, Israel A. Beardslee, .\bijah

Merritt; 1837, .lames B. Fairman, Israel Beardslee, .\lijah Menilt;

1838, James B. Fairman, Al ijah Menilt, Henry Beers, Israel A.

Beardslee; 1839,,.1ames B. Fairman, John B. Beeis, William Bearvl;

1840, John B. Beers, William Beard, James B. Faiiman: 1841. Wil-

liam Beard, Josiah S. Tomlinsoii, James 11. Fairman ; 184.'. William

Beard, Jas. B. Fairman, Josiah B. Tomlinson ; 1843, 1'hil.i t ui tis, Wil-

liam Beard, Oliver Noithrop; 1844. AViu. Beard, .lames B. Fairman,

Jloses Parsons; 1845, Zar Wintou, Oliver Northrop, Chas. Pivk : 1846,

Oliver Northroi\ Isaac Blackman, S;uu. B. Peck ; 1847, Chas. Chirk,

Oliver Northrop, Chas. 0. Warner ;
1S4S, Oliver Northrop, Chas. Clark,

Thos. 0. Cliiunbere
;
1S40, Chas. C. Warner, Levi Peck, OliBS. Skidmore

;
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1850, Charles Dikeman, Charles C. Warner, Levi Peck
;
1851, Charles

C. Warner, Oliver Somers, Charles Dikeman
;
1852, Charles C. War-

ner, Hart Shepard, Oliver Somers; 1853, Charles C. Warner, John B.

Peck, Joseph Blacknian
;
1854, John B. Peck, Joseph Blacfinian,

Hart Shepard; 1855, Hart Shepard, Glover Hawley, Lewis S Bris-

coe; 1856-57, Eli J. Morris, Joseph Blacknian, Botsford Tenill
;
1858,

Botsford Terrill, Oliver Somers, Eli J. Morris ; 1 859-Cl , Oliver Somers,

David Sanford, James Blackman
;
18G2, David Sauford, Zerah Fair-

man, James Blackman; 1863-05, David Sanford, Zerah Fairman,

Hiram Camp; 1800, David Sanford, Zerah Fairman, David Somers;

1867-68, Zerah Fairman, William L. Terrill, Bradley D. Briscoe
; 18C9,

Zerah Fairman, Eli J. Morris, Oliver Somers; 1871), Zerah Fairman,

Eli J. Morris, Samuel C. Glover ; 1871-72, Zerah Fairman, Samuel C.

Glover, Wheeler Drew
;
1873, Abel B. Prindle, Stephen W. Blackman,

Charles E. Beers
;
1874, Zerah Fairman, Lawrence Mitchell, Stephen

Blackman; 1875, Ezra L. Johnson, Charles C. Twitchell, Kohert N.

Hawley
; 1876, William N. Northrop, Charles C. Twitchell, George H.

Botsford; 1877, William N. Northrop, Eobert N. Hawley, Lawrence

Mitchell; 1878, William N. Northrop, William I. Sanford, William

Hoy; 1879, William N. Northrop, John L. Hughes, William I.San-

ford
; 1880, William N. Northrop, William I. Sanford, Edsou W.

Wilson.

TOWN CLERKS.

1711, Peter Hnbbell; 1712-13, John Glover; 1714-38, Joseph Peck;

1739-64, John Northrop; 1765-99, Caleb Baldwin; 1800-43, Caleb

Baldwin, Jr.
;
1844-46, Isaac Biers; 1847-CO, Henry Sanford ;

1850-

63, Monroe Judson
; 1854, Sailer P. Barnum ; 1 855, Isaac Biers ; 1856-

59, David B. Biers; 1860-62, Alfred D. Tynill
;
1863-70, Chailes C.

AVarner; 1871, Reuben Belden; 1872, Henry 1. Nichols; 1873-80,

Charles H. Peck.

MILITARY RECORD.
From records in the Adjutant-Genoiars office.

FOUKTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company A.

George A. Bradley, enl. Aug. 18, 1802 ; disch. Feb. 25, 1803.

FIFTEENTH KEGIMENT.

Company D.

William Weible, enl. Sept. 13, 1864; must, out July 20, 1865.

SEVENTEENTH KEGIMENT.

Company C.

William Curtis, enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; died Dec. 3, 1803.

C. G. Curtis, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

A. B. Fairchild, enl. Aug. 12, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Ira Sherman, enl. July 22, 1862 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1864.

Charles Wooster, enl. July 22, 1802; disch. July 31, 1863.

Company D.

0. C. Milton, enl. Aug. 12, 1802 ; must, out July 14, 1805.

Company E.

J. Gordon, enl. Aug. 11, 1802 ; killed July 1, 1803.

M. V. B. Glover, enl. Aug. 14, 1802; died May 1, 1803.

H. B. Bigelow, enl. Aug. 11, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1803.

C. C. Chipman, enl. Aug 11, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1803.

M. Colgan, enl. Aug. 14, 1802 ; wounded ; must, out July 19, 1803.

Oliver Downs, enl. Aug. 9, 1802 ; disch. June 23, 1803.

James Eagan, enl. Aug. 5, 1802 : disch. .Ian. 22, 1863.

W. A. Gordon, enl. Aug. 12, 1802; wounded; transferred.

Dennis Hayes, enl. Aug. 13, 18(;2 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

J. Hickey, enl. Aug. 9,1802; died May 9, 1853.

M. McMahon, enl. Aug. 9, 1802 ; disch. July 17, 1803.

A. Northrup, enl. Aug. 12, 1802 ; wounded ; must, out July 19, 1805.

M. V. O'Halloran, enl. Aug. 11, 1802 ; disch. Sept. 15, 1803.

H. A. S. Peet, enl. Aug. 14, 1802.

P. Smith, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; disch. Dec. 15, 1802.

A. Schriver, enl. Aug. 12, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

G. H. Spencer, enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

L. Sbaughriess, enl. Aug. 11, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

J. Welch, enl. Aug. 12, 1802; missing.

TWENTif-THIRD REGIMENT.

Company C.

Julius Sanford, captain ; com. Sept. 10, 1802
;
captured June 24, 1803.

J. F. Peck, second lieutenant ; com. Aug. 25, 1802
;
promoted to first lieu-

tenant
;
captured June 24, 1803.

S. Edgett, enl. Sept. 10, 1802
;
captured Aug. 31, 1804.

C. N. Squiers, enl. Aug. 25, 1802; dis.li. Aug. 31, 1803.

J. Giilfln, enl. Sept. 10, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

E. F.'Sanford, enl. Aug. 18, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

A. L. Peck, enl. Aug. 25, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

B. Nichols, enl. Sept. 12, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

R. Fairchild, enl. Sept. 12, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

C. Booth, Jr., enl. Aug. 26, 1802; disch. Aug. 31,1863.

S. L. Booth, eul. Aug. 25, 1802; disch. Aug, 31, 1803.

J. M. Beers, enl. Sept. 11, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

G. Briscoe, enl. Sept. 11, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Charles Briscoe, enl. Sept. 11, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

N. Clark, enl. Sept. 10, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

H. B. Coger, enl. Aug. 25, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

G. B. Camp, enl. Aug. 30, 1802 , disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

M. Corbit, enl. Sept. 8, 1802.

A. Dimon, enl. Sept. 8, 1802.

D. R. French, enl. Sept. 10, 1802 ; disch. Aug, 31, 1803.

T. B. Fairchild, enl. Sept. 23, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

D. A. Gillett, enl. Aug. 30, 1802; died Feb. 20, 1803.

T. Guernsey, enl. Aug. 25, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

F. N. Hawley, enl. Sept. 10, 1802.

Henry Johnson, enl. Sept. 14, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

M. Keenau, enl. Sept. 10, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

John Lillis, enl. Sept. 13, 1862 ; died July 0, 1803.

M. Lillis, enl. Nov. 5, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

P. McDaniels, enl. Sept. 11, 1802.

P. Moakley, enl. Oct. 27, 1802.

D. M. Peck, enl. Sept. 10, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

N. J. Peck, enl. Aug. 24, 1802 ; drowned June 0, 1803.

B. H. Peet, enl. Sept. 6, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

A. Taylor, enl. Sept. 10, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

D. B. Wood, enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Company G.

Edwin Benedict, enl. Sept. 7, 1802 ; must, out Aug. 31, 1803.

H. Beers, enl. Sept. 2, 1862; died July 5, 1863.

H. A. Gilbert, enl. Dec. 2, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

G. R. Gage, enl. Nov. 12, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

J. McGrath, enl. Nov. 10, 1802.

P. D. Olmsted, enl. Dec. 2, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

S. B. Wood, enl. Nov. 11, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

TWENTY-NINTH REGIMENT.

Company F.

John Jones, enl. Dec. 22, 1803; must, out June 28, 1805.

Company I.

James Evans, enl. Dec. 31, 1803 ; died Nov. 19, 1804.

James Adams, enl. Jan. 4, 1804 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1805.

Company K.

James Hawley, enl. Jan. 5, 1804; died Feb. 20, 1804.

Company D.

Thomas O'Brien, enl. May 11, 1801; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

FIRST REGIMENT.
0. Couklin, enl. Nov. 10, 1864.

SECOND LIGHT BATTERY.

M. Lillis, enl. Feb. 19, 1804 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

James Nichols, enl. Feb. 10, 1864; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

FIRST REGIMENT ARTILLERY.

Company F.

C. S. Shepherd, enl. May 23, 1801 ; disch. July 20, 1861.

John Hnbbell, enl. Jan. 5, 1804 ; died Sept. 23, 1864.

Company M,

H. E. Nichols, enl. March 0, 1802 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1805.

M. Farrell, enl. Feb. 10, 1804.

A. Flannagan, enl. Feb. 10, 1804.

0. E. Gilbert, enl. Feb. 13, 1804; must, out June 1, 1865.

M. Shepherd, enl. Jan. 5, 1804.

FIFTH REGIMENT.

Company F.

William Conley, enl. July 22, 1801 ; disch. Jan. 5, 1803.

J. H. Falkner, enl. July 22, 1861 ; disch. April 24, 1802.
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SIXTH REGIMENT.
Compav[i F.

B. W. Matthews, eiil. Aug. 29, ISfili: niiiHt. out Aug. 21, 1«G5.

Comprtmij K.

James SulUvau, enl. Jan. 5, 1805; inu»t. out Aug. 21, 1805.

SEVENTH REGIMENT.

Company G.

J. Brown, enl. Sept. 7, 1801 ; must, out Juno 20, 1805.

L. H. Edwards, oul. Sopt. 7, 1801 ; discli. Sul>t. 12, 18G4.

Company II.

Carl Ackerman, onl. Nov. 11, 18C3; wounded; died Sept. 14, 1804.

EIGHTH REGIMENT.

Company F.

A. B. Clark, enl. Dec. 17, 1803; must, out Dec. 2, 1805.

William D.avis, enl. Dec. 17, 1803 ; must, out Doc. 12, 1805.

C. R. Slicrwood, enl. Doc. 17, 1803 ; must, out July 5, 18C5.

F. E. Smith, enl. Dec. 17, 1803; disch. Nov. 7, 1805.

Frederick Wensle, enl. Feb. 11, 1864 ; must, out Dec. 12, 18C5.

Cowpmvj II.

0. H. Payue, enl. Dec. 17, 1863 ; killed Juno 2, 1864.

Compmiy I,

H. C. Hall, enl. Sept. 21, 1861
;
pro. to capt. Co. F ; killed July 11, 1804.

J. D. Seeley, enl. Sept. 21, 1801 ; disch. July 22, 1805.

S. W. Brown, enl. Sept. 27, 1801 ; must, out Dec. 12, 1865.

S. A. Evarts, enl. Sept. 21, 1801
;
rejected.

H. Gilbert, enl. Sept. 30, 1801; must, out Sept. 12, 1865.

George Hawley, enl. Sept. 27, 1801; disch. May 11, 1862.

J. Riley, enl. Sept. 27, 1861 ; disch. July 18, 1865.

Robert Tappan, enl. Sept. 21, 1801 ; must, out May 10, 1865.

H. Tongue, enl. Sept. 21, 1861; must, out Sept. 21, 1864.

J. B. Weed, enl. Sept. 21, 1861; disch. July 15, 1805.

NINTH REGIMENT.

Company I.

James Hawley, enl. Oct. 1, 1861.

TENTH REGIMENT.

Company G.

Thomas Johnson, enl. Jan. 10, 1805; must, out May 29, 1865.

ELEVENTH REGIMENT.

Company A

.

David Andrews, enl. Oct. 24, 1801 ; killed April 24, 1863.

Compay^y C,

Fritz Meyer, enl. Jan. 27, 1865.

Company G.

L. H. Fairchild, enl. Dec. 12, 1801 ; disch. Juno 7, 1862.

J. W. Green, enl. Dec. 1, 1861 ; disch. Dec. 21, 1865.

G. S. Hubbell, enl. Dec. 1, 1861 ; wounded Sept. 17, 1862.

B. E. Lewis, enl. Dec. 1, 1861 ; wounded ; disch. Dec. 20, 1862.

George McLean, enl. Dec. 12, 1861.

H. L. Nichols, enl. Dec. 1, 1801 ; died Aug. 24, 1802.

F. E. Smith, enl. Dec. 1, 1801 ; wounded; disch. Feb. 3, 1803.

TWELFTH REGIMENT.

Company E.

John Tappan, enl. Nov. 19, 1S61
;
captured Oct. 19, 1864.

G. B. Botsford, enl. Nov. 19, 1861 ; disch. June 27, 1802.

H. Newman, enl. Jan. 12, 1865.

THIRTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

W. G. Hawley, enl. Dec. 22, 1801 ; disch. June 27, 1862.

C. L. Briscoe, enl. Feb. 5, 1861.

John Kane, enl. Jan. 6, 1862; captured Sept. 19, 1864.

C. D. Peck, enl. Feb. 1. 1862 ; re-enl. Feb. 8, 1864 ; must, out April 25,

1806.

Roswell Taylor, enl. Jan. 22, 1862 ; disch. Jan. 6, 1805.

Company D.

E. M. Hull, enl. Dec. 17, 1801.

George Dimelow, enl. Dec. 17, 1801.

Charles Munsou, enl. Dec. 22, 1801 ; died Aug. 29, 1863.

S. Tyrell, enl. Dec. 17, 1861 ; must, out Sept. 13, 1S65.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

HENRY SANFOKD.

This worthy descendant of Jo.siah Hanford was

born in Newtown, June 2, 1822.

He remained with hi.s parents until lie attained his

fourteenth year, in the mean time enjoying the ben-

efits of the neighborhood school and the wholesome

practical lessons daily taught by his father's precepts

and example. It was a part of his father's religious

belief, to which he tenaciously lield, that cliildren

should be made to form hal)its of industry, to be ap-

plied not only to books Imt to business pursuits.

The father was jovial, and encouraged his children

in tlieir legitimate sports, yet the main object of his

training was to prepare them for life in its reality,

and with Henry, no less than with his brothers and

sisters, was this parental treatment made available in

the near threescore years that he has battled with

the world.

At fourteen years of age he was placed by his

father at Baldwin & Beers', who kept a general store

in the village of Newtown. He remained with this

firm seven years at fifty dollars per annum, and

from this scanty allowance he was expected to pur-

chase clothing, keep in pocket change, and lay by

for a rainy day.

Reaching his majority, his employers engaged his

services for two years at one hundred and fifty

dollars per annum.

Just here it is projier to remark that Henry's de-

portment had been such that at eighteen he virtually

did the whole business of the establishment. He did

all the buying, and at regular intervals would make
out his bills, visit New York, make his purchases

and payments. Once a year a statement of the busi-

ness and the transactions for the twelve months was

rendered to his employers.

At twenty-three, with assistance (by indorsement)

from his father, he purchased a one-half interest, and

continued the general management as before. Proud

day for the young merchant, who was now a partner

in one of the oldest mercantile establishments in the

town of his nativity.

The lessons of promptness and general ajjplication

of that old father were strictly adhered to, and the

reward followed. For fifteen yeai-s the youth Henry
did not lose from any cause exceeding fifteen days

from his business. "Will the youth aspiring to fortune

and honorable station pin this fact upon his memory
and emulate the example ?

In the natural course of time other purchases,—the

remaining half-interest in stock, then again the

building and grounds ; another period, the old store-

house torn down, and new and more extensive oue5

erected. A gradual, legitimate, and certain increase,

—the result of those habits of economy, application,

industry, and constancy of purpose that made up
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the characteristics of the man whom we are sketch-

ing. Was it from selfish motives that Henry Sanforcl

was so aspiring in his youth ? Then notice his walk

Avhen a mature man.

Property after property was bought, improved, and

resold at a small advance upon original purchase.

Why? That the town might jjresent a more at-

tractive appearance to its citizens, its visitors.

Together with Aaron Sanford and M. C. Hawley

he erected the beautiful Grand Central Hotel, and

hundreds of summer boarders annually thank them

for their enterprise.

But the crowning, the grandest effort of his life is

the handsome monument to his nerve and constancy

of purpose that attracts every passer-by. We allude

to that solid, beautiful, grand old structure, the Holy

Episcopal church, which stands within the centre of

the village.

For four years he unfalteringly prosecuted the work.

Through fiivor and disfavor, obstacles and difficulties

at times absolutely appalling were finally trium-

phantly overridden. Imagine a town of eight hun-

dred voters ; a church to be built that cost fifty thou-

sand dollars ; invitations extended to all ; the greatest

official of the sect expected ; a fair day, and only

five single individuals, including the rector and offi-

cers who were to officiate, being present at the solemn

and ancient custom of laying the corner-stone, and

you have some conception of the encouragement,

rather the discouragement, Henry Sanford encoun-

tered while prosecuting this his grandest achievement.

For years he had been a vestryman and the church

treasurer. The old building was tottering. It was

suggested to repair it.

But by persistent appeals Mr. Sanford got his

brethren to agree to put up a new structure, and as

treasurer and financial agent he carried the project

through to successful consummation, with but one

prominent and efficient ally with whom to divide

any of the labor attending details of the construc-

tion. This coadjutor was Mr. Silas N. Beers, whose

brain and pencil first put upon paper what was

so accurately followed by the mechanics, under the

joint surveillance and superintendence of the two

Christian friends.

JULIUS SANFORD.

This son of Josiah Sanford was subjected to the

same vigorous, wholesome training of his brothers.

Having a fondness for machinery he was longer i-e-

tained in his father's factory than were his brothers.

When about eighteen years of age, however, he re-

paired to Naugatuck to learn the machinist's trade in

the shops of Warner & Isbel. Having served his

apprenticeship, he returned to Sandy Hook and en-

gaged with Moses Parsons to learn the hatter's trade.

He remained with Mr. Parsons several years, be-

coming in the meanwhile thoroughly acquainted with

the process of hat manufacture.

On leaving Mr. Parsons, Julius obtained from him
his daughter Mary in marriage and his good-will in

business, and immediately began in the same village

manufacturing on his own account.

For a time he made nap-, fur-, and silk-hats com-

plete, and in abundance; but owing to reverses oc-

casioned by the failure of contracting parties in New
York, and at the suggestion and with the co-operation

of his father, he changed his business to the special

and more profitable branch of manufacture,—"form-

ing" wool-felts for soft hats. He was applying him-

self with ardor to this industry at the time of the

great crisis that was pending just prior to the break-

ing out of the Eebellion of 18G1.

When it absolutely became apparent that the

Southern States were seriously meditating on the

dissolution and destruction of the nation and cradle

of liberty, that they were positively bereft of patri-

otism, reason, and justice,—when this news, wafted

as it were by the wings of the wind, came to his ears

he answered with alacrity in response to the nation's

call, and enlisted upon the side of liberty and the

I^erpetuity of the Union, and the preservation of

American institutions. He was complimented by his

fellows-in-arms in a unanimous vote that he should

accept the captaincy.
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It is also worthy of note that his sword contained

the following inscription :
" Presented to Captain

Julius Sanford by many citizens of Newtown, Conn."

The Twenty-third Connecticut Infantry had no

braver or more popular officer than the captain of

Company " C" of Newtown.

The fortunes of war, however, were disastrous
;
for,

while guarding a large amount of stores at Brazier

City, La., Capt. Sanford and all of the guard with

him were compelled to capitulate to a sui)erior force

of the enemy. The surrender did not take place, how-

ever, until the stores were destroyed by fire. Capt.

Sanford was incarcerated at the military prison of

Camp Ford, near Tyler, Texas, and suffered all the

rigors of a prison life for fourteen months. His ex-

istence during this period was only made tolerable by

indirect benefits that were secured through Masonic

influence. Fortunately, friends and fellow-prisoners

of Capt. Sanford were the recipients of fiivors that

were obtained through the above-named fraternity.

Upon his return home Capt. Sanford took early steps

to gain membership with an order that would not

suffer sectional animosity in time of war to deter its

brotherhood from practically illustrating the beautiful

features of its mission.

He applied himself with assiduity in familiarizing

himself with the principles and work of the frater-

nity, and prosecuted his work with such success as to

early become a master spirit and Master Mason in

the society. He was a charter member and a Wor-
shipful Master of Hiram Lodge of Newtown.

After the war Capt. Sanford was more domestic in

his taste. Always fond of his family and attentive

to their wants, and to gratify the wishes of his wife,

he removed to New Haven, Conn., and, with other

business, assumed charge of a music store, where he

remained until his death, Nov. 1, 1879. In politics

and religion, Capt. Sanford was in full sympathy with

his father and brothers. He died from disease con-

tracted while in prison.

FREDERICK SANFORD.

This representative of an old New England name
is the fourth son of Josiah Sanford, and was born in

Newtown, Sept. 18, 1825. A full account of Mr. San-

ford's varied business and traveling experience would
make quite a little volume in itself, and one of no
mean interest. Complete data can be had for this

did the limits of this sketch admit, for, by nature, by
education, and long habit, he is methodical, and his

day-book is a complete history of his life, his busi-

ness, his travels, what he has seen, and whom he has

met. Like thousands of others of New England, he
left its crowded walks to seek elsewhere his fortune

;

returning, however, content and satisfied to remain
under its old roof-tree. So the year 1880 finds him at

the old homestead, where for five generations his fiim-

ily have lived. His education was received at the pub-

lic and private schools and the academy of his town.

At eighteen he was placed with John H. Tweedy &
Co., of Danbury, to learn tlie mercantile basincss.

These gentlemen manufactured clotliing for tlieir

wholc^sale and jobbing houses at New York City and

Charleston, S. C, and in conjunction carried on a

general store. In 1845, .lohn H. Tweedy withdrew

and was succeeded by Edgar S. Tweedy, from which

time Frederick was in charge of the business until

his majority, when he went with Alvah Merriam,

who carried on a general country store at Woodbury,

remaining with Mr. Merriam two years. In Septem-

ber, 1849, he went South, ^ind engaged in book-keep-

ing for the hat-jobbing house of D. A. Ambler, at

Charleston, S. C. Receiving a very excellent offer

from Haviland, Harral & Co., he went to live with

this firm. These gentlemen were wholesale druggists,

with branch houses in Atlanta and Augusta, Ga., and

a house in New York under the firm-name of Havi-

land, Keese & Co., and a fine retail store, in addi-

tion to their wholesale house, in Charleston. By
reason of their having been long established and

well and favorably known, Haviland, Harral & Co.

had an exceptionally fine class of customers, and Mr.

Sanford looks upon this period of his life as a

very pleasant one, indeed. The South at this time

was at a high degree of prosperity, and he had many
opportunities of becoming familiar with the habits

and customs of the people, and seeing the different

phases of slavery and the manners and customs of the

slaves, and especially their quaint religious doings and

their jollifications on Christmas and other holidays.

At different times of life, and during different trips

South and West, Mr. Sanford has visited nearly

every section of the American L^nion, and witnessed

some of the most imposing of our political and
national pageantries and "receptions," and has heard

Webster, Clay, and Calhoun on the floor of the Senate.

His first initiation South was an attack of yellow

fever, from which, by the skill of his physician, the

celebrated Dr. Robertson, and good nursing, he recov-

ered. The following season he had the "break-bone"

fever, after which he was considered j)retty well accli-

mated. His father's health failing, he returned home
just in time to see him die, July 26, 1851.

At the solicitation of his family, and to assist in

winding up his father's estate, he remained in New-
town, engaging in the manufacture of hatting-folts,

—

first with his brother Henry, then Henry and Julius,

and then alone from 1859 to 18(35, when he leased his

factory to Horr & Mitchell, wool-hat manufacturers,

of Boston, Mass. These gentlemen operated his fac-

tory till January, 18(57, when it was destroyed by fire.

Since this time Mr. Sanford has retired from active

business-life.

Reared as a Whig, he votes and acts with the Re-

publican party, but his acquaintance with and knowl-

edge of the people of difierent sections of our common
country prevent his taking an active part in tlie sec-
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tional politics of the day. He has filled many town

offices and other positions of trust. He is a member
of Trinity Episcoi^al Church, being the present treas-

urer of that society.

The peculiar management and training of his chil-

dren by Josiah Sanford is elsewhere remarked, and

perhaps its effect is not more marked upon any of

them than the subject of this sketch. He has kept a

cash account and diary since his fourteenth year, and

has not been of one dollar expense to his father since.

As before remarked, this diary is a complete kaleido-

scope, as it were, of the events of his life.

JOSIAII SAXFORD.

Samuel Sanford, the father of Josiah Sanford, had

a shop opposite the old Sanford homestead, where

Frederick Sanford now lives, and was engaged in

the manufacture of spinning-wheels, reels, and looms

for spinning thread and weaving cloth, carpets, etc.

He was succeeded by his son Josiah, who followed

the same business till the year 1830, when he entered

into the manufacture of broadcloth, cassimeres, and
satinets, in the village of Sandy Hook. He remained

in this business, extending it from time to time, till

1842. Between the years 1830 and 1842 he did a

very heavy business, building and causing the erec-

tion of a large part of the village of Sandy Hook. In

addition to his factory he ran a large general store,

and bought a considerable tract of land and ran an

extensive farm.

Mr. Sanford was married to Polly, daughter of

Capt. Enos Johnson, Aug. 7, 1816. Mr. Sanford was

a man of great force of character and originality, a

leading member of Trinity Episcopal Church, and one

of the founders of Newtown Academy. His manage-

ment of his children was especially noticeable. If the

boys wanted spending-money he gave them a job of

work and paid them for it, thus making them earn the

money, and letting them estimate its value by the

labor it cost them. He would give them opportuni-

ties of earning money and then borrow it of them,

giving them his note, drawing interest in regular

form. In settlements they produced the note and he

had them to reckon up the interest themselves, re-

fusing to settle until it was clone properly. Thus he

instilled into them correct ideas of value and the ne-

cessity of strict business habits that in after life has

served them well. He died July 26, 1851. His chil-

dren were eight in number,—viz., Edwin (deceased),

Julius (deceased), Henry, Frederick, Charlotte (Mrs.

George B. Wheeler), Margarette (Mrs. Albert North-

rop), Josiah, Augusta.

Josiah Sanford (6) was the son of Samuel Sanford

(5) by his second wife, Charity (Foote) Bristol. Sam-
uel Sanford (5) was born in 1743. His children were,

by his fir.st wife, (Abiah Dunning),—viz., Annit (1),

Isaac (2), Josiah (3), Betsey (4), Sarah (5), Joel (6),

Euah (7), Azubah (8), Artemesia (9), Abigail (10).

By his second wife : Abiah, Ann, Josiah, and Philo.

Samuel (5) was the son of Samuel (4), who was born

April 1, 1704. His children by his wife, Hannah Gil-

bert, were Thomas, Amos, Mary, James, Hannah,
Sarah, Samuel, and Louis.

Samuel Sanford (4) was the son of Samuel Sanford

(3), who was born March 12, 1680, who married

Esther Baldwin, and whose children were Nathaniel,

Samuel (4), Ebenezer, Esther, John, David, Stephen,

Job, Hannah, Eachel (Mrs. Eben Booth).

Samuel Sanford (3) was son of Samuel Sanford (2),

who was born April 3, 1643, and who married Mary
Brinson. His children were Hannah, Thomas, Sam-
uel (3), Sarah, Mary, and Thomas.

Samuel Sanford (2) was son of Thomas Sanford (1),

who married Sarah -, and whose children were

Ezekiel, Sarah, Mary, and Sam.uel (3). Thomas San-

ford died October, 1681. The date of his birth is un-

known.

To Julius, son of Josiah, were born Ellen Louisa

(Mrs. Sherwood S. Thompson), Katie, and Gertrude.

Henry Sanford married Mary E., daughter of Dr.

Cyrenius H. Booth, Nov. 9, 1845, to whom were born

Annie E. and Sarah E.

GENEALOGY OF THE SANDl'ORDS.*

Sandford Manor of England is one of those very few

Shropshire estates which can be said to be held by

the lineal descendants of its earliest feoffee.

Thomas de Sandford, a Norman follower of William

Duke of Normandy, is mentioned on the roll of Battle

Abbey, Oct. 14, 1066. His son, Sir Thomas de Sand-

ford, held under King Henry I. the manors of Sand-

ford and Rothal, and the former is still held by his

descendants. The armorial bearings of this family

are quarterly 1 and 4 per chevron sa and erm, in chief

two boars' heads couped close, or 2 and 3 quarterly

per fesse indented azure and ermine. Crest, a falcon

with wings endorsed preying on a partridge ppr.

Motto, Nec temere Nec timide.

Another family of almost equal antiquity, but who,

unlike the preceding, usually dispense Avith first letter

" d" in their name, are derived from John de Sanford,

Lord of Great Homede, county Hertz, whose name is

met with in 1199 and 1220 in ancient records. He
was father of Gilbert de Sanford, Lord of Great Ho-

mede, and chamberlain of Queen Eleanor, the wife of

King Henry III., and daughter of Raimond Berenger,

the last Count of Provence.

The former of these families are undoubtedly the

ancestors of the Connecticut Sanfords. Thomas San-

ford, sometimes spelt Sampford or Samford in the

records, came to Boston about 1631. He first appears

in Dorchester, Mass., in 1634, and went to Milford,

Conn., in 1639, and died there in 1681. His name

* Contriluted by H. G. Sanford.
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appears among those who first organized the town.

His eldest son, Ezckiel, and daiigliter, Harah, were

born in Massachusetts.

Record as follows

:

Thomas Sanford, born ; died October, 1681.

Sarah (maiden-name unknown to writer), born
;

died 1681. Children : Ezckiel Siinford, born about

1635; married Rebecca Wickla, April 25, 1665; died

1683. Sarah Sanford, born 1637 ; married Richard

Shute. Mary Sanlbrd, born Jan. 16, 1641; unmar-

ried. Samuel Saiilbrd, born April 30, 1643 ; married

Hannah Brinson. Thomas Sanford, born Dccerrd)cr,

1644; married Elizabeth Payne. Ephraim Sanford,

born May 17, 1646 ; married Mary rowell. Elizabeth

Sanford, born Aug. 27, 1648; married Obadiah Al-

lyne.

Ezekiel Sanford,* born 1635 ; died 1683. Rebecca

Wickla, born ; married April 25, 1665. Chil-

dren : Sarah Sanford, born March 5, 1666 ; married

Cornelius Hull. Ezekiel Sanford, .Jr., born March 6,

1668 ; married Rebecca . Mary Sanford, born

April 3, 1670; married Theopilus Hull. Rebecca

Sanford, born Dec. 13, 1672 ; married John Seeley.

Thomas Sanford, born May 2, 1675. Martha Sanford,

born June 29, 1677. Elizabeth Sanford, born Sept.

6, 1679.

Cornelius Hull, born . Sarah Sanford, born

March 5, 1666.

Ezekiel Sanford, Jr., born March 6, 1668; died

March, 1729; married Rebecca (name not known to

writer), born -. Children-: Joseph Sanford, born

about 1697 ; married Catharine Faircliild. Lemuel
Sanford, born Dec. 16, 1699 ; married Rebecca

Squires. Zacliariah Sanford, born Nov. 24, 1701

;

married Ann Hull. Ezekiel Sanford (3), born July

27, 1704. Samuel Sanford, born Feb. 20, 1707 ; mar-

ried Sarah Meaker. Ephraim Sanford, born Feb. 12,

1708 ; married Elizabeth Mix. Rebecca Sanford, born

Nov. 21, 1710. Abigail Sanford, born Aug. 29, 1714.

Elnathan Sanford, born Sept 1, 1717.

Joseph Sanford, born about 1697. Catharine Fair-

child, born ; married Feb. 11,1725. Children:

Nehemiah Sanford, born March 10, 1726. Elnathan
Sanford, born Oct. 11, 1727. Pliebe Sanford, born

Nov. 11, 1729. Ann Sanford, born Feb. 15, 1732.

Timothy Sanford, born Feb. 8, 1734. Joseph San-

ford, born June 20, 1736. Nathan Sanford, born

Aug. 15, 1738. James Sanford, born Dec. 14, 1740.

Stephen Sanford, born July 16, 1743.

Nehemiah Sanford, born March 10, 1726; aged

ninety ; died November, 1815. Elizabeth Morehouse,

born ; married March 5, 1747; died July 31,

1810. Children: Gershom Sanford, born Aug. 26,

1748 ; died early. LifFe Sanford, born Aug. 30, 1750

;

died Dec. 3, 1815. Phebe Sanford, born Aug. 20,

1752
;
single; died early. Ann Sanford, born Oct. 2,

1755; died Jan. 8, 1846. Catharine Sanford, born

* Ezekiel settled in Fairfield, Conn., ami died tliere.

Oct. 31, 1759; died Nov. 17, 1843. Nehemiah San-

ford, born OctolKT, 1762 ; died Dec. 26, 1844.

Lifie Sanford, born Aug. 30, 1750; died Dee. 3,

1815. Huldah Ulackman, born ; married 178-5.

Children : .John 15. Sanford, born January, 1788; died

1856. .Terusha Sanford, born .January, 1790; died

1825. Joseph Sanford, born April 12, 1792; died

1864. J^aura Sanford, born April, 1794; died 1857.

Glover Sanford, born March, 1797 ; died 1878.

John B. Sanford, born January, 1788; died 1856.

Rebecca Clark, born ; married 1812. Children :

George Sanford, born 1814. Harriet R. Sanford, born

; died early. .Julia E. Sanford, born ; died

early.

Joseph Sanford, born A])ril 12, 1792; married

Maria Young 1830 ; died 1864. Children : Jane E.

Sanford, born Sept. 22, 1832. Martha Ann Sanford,

l)orn .June 11, 1835. Rebecca M. Sanford, born Feb.

18, 1844.

Bushnell Bostwick, born -; married, 1821, Laura

Sanford, born April, 1794. Child: Julia E. Bost-

wick, born July 20, 1823.

Glover Sanford, born March, 1797. Betsey I^ake,

born . Children : Charles H. Sanford, born

March 24, 1823. Homer B. Sanford, born Jun?, 1^24.

I'rederick S. Sanford, born February, 1826. Edwin

G. Sanford, born May, 1832. Charlotte E. Sanford,

born May, 1838.

Lemuel Sanford, born Dec. 16, 1699, son of Ezekiel

Sanford, Jr. ; married Rebecca Squires, May 12, 17.30.

Children: Hezekiah Sanford, born March 1, 1731.

Rebecca Sanford, born Oct. 29, 1732. Sarah Sanford,

born Sept. 11, 1734. Anna Sanford, born Oct. 19,

1736 ; died Dec. 4, 1743. Lydia Sanford, born May
19, 1738. Lemuel Sanford, born April 18, 1740.

Ezekiel Sanford, born June 30, 1742. Anna Sanford,

boi"n Oct. 7, 1744. Eunice Sanford, born Sept. 10,

1746. Rhoda Sanford, born Feb. 20, 1749.

Samuel Sanford, born Feb. 20, 1707, son of Ezekiel

Sanford (3); died Nov. 6, 1768 ; married Sarah Meaker,

Jan. 11,1733. Children: Daniel S;inford, born Feb.

25,1734; married Esther Hull. Seth Sanford, born

Aug. 18, 1735 ; married Rebecca Burr, ilary Sanford,

born Feb. 16, 1738 ; nuirried Timothy S;\nford. David

Sanford, born Nov. KJ, 1739. Abigail Sanford, born

Jan. 16, 1743 ; married John Hawley. Samuel San-

ford, Jr., born April 24, 1745 ; married Sarah Olm-
stead. Sarah Sanford, born May 6, 1747. Esther

Sanford, born April 9, 1749. Ezra Sanford, born

Feb. 26, 1751. Rachel Sanford, born Feb. 2, 1753.

Peter Sanford, born ]\Iay 18,1756; married Abigail

Keeler.

Ephraim Sanford, born Fob. 12, 170S; married

Elizabeth Mix, Oct. 7, 1730. Children: Illizjibeth

Sanford, born July 1, 1731. Rachel Sanford, born

July 23, 1733; nuvrried Stephen ^lead. Abigail San-

ford, born ^[ay 10, 1735 ; married Daniel .Taekson.

Hannah Sanford, born March 3, 1737; married David

Lyon. John Sanford, born April 26, 1739. Oliver
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Sanford, born Sept. 17, 1741 ; married Rachel Coley.

Lois Sanford, born Sept. 14, 1743; married Joseph

Lyon. Tabitha Sanford, born Feb. 28, 1746. Hul-

dah Sanford, born April 25, 1748. Ephraim Sanford,

Jr., born May 25, 1750. Augustus Sanford, born July

12, 1753; died 1788. Esther Sanford, born April 24,

1755 ; died early.

The following are the Newtown Sanfords, most of

them descended from Samuel Sanford, second son

of Thomas and Sarah Sanford, of Milford, Conn.

:

Samuel Sanford, born April 30, 1643 ; died 1691.

Hannah Brinson, born ; married April 16, 1674.

Children : Hannah Sanford, born Feb. 2, 1675 ; mar-

ried James Right (as spelled in the record). Thomas
Sanford, born Sept. 29, 1678; died March 3, 1679.

Samuel Sanford, born March 12, 1680; married Eas-

ther Baldwin, daughter of Nathaniel Baldwin, and

sister to Ester Baldwin, who married his cousin,

Samuel Sanford, of Milford. Sarah Sanford, born

July 10, 1682. Mary Sanford, born April 16, 1685

;

died Feb. 2, 1703. Thomas Sanford, born May 4,

1687 ; married Rebecca Barry, of Farmington ; died

1730. (See will in New Haven, probated Nov. 4,

1730.) •

Samuel Sanford, born March 12, 1680; married

Easther Baldwin, 1683 ; went to Newtown in 1711.

Children : Nathaniel Sanford, born Dec. 3, 1702 ; mar-

ried Elizabeth Seeley ; died April 14, 1768. Samuel

Sanford, born April 1, 1704 ; died May 7, 1750. Ebon-

orer Sanford, born Feb. 22, 1705 ; died Aug. 2, 1713.

Esther Sanford, born Feb. 10, 1707. John Sanford,

born Oct. 17, 1709; died April 14, 1785. Daniel San-

ford, born Nov. 1, 1711. Stephen and Moses Sanford,

born 1713. Job Sanford, born Jan. 10, 1715. Han-
nah Sanford, born Jan. 6, 1717. Rachel Sanford,

born June 13, 1720; married Eben Booth.

Nathaniel Sanford, born Dec. 3, 1702; married

Elizabeth Seeley, Oct. 16, 1728 ; died April 14, 1768.

Children : Nathan Sanford, born Sept. 8, 1729. Abel

H. Sanford, baptized March 25, 1733. Ruth Sanford,

baptized May 12, 1737. Esther Sanford, bajjtized

May 27, 1744.

Samuel Sanford, born April 1, 1704; married Han-
nah Gilbert, June 16, 1731; died March 7, 1758.

Children: Thomas Sanford, born March 3, 1732.

Amos Sanford, born Oct. 18, 1733. Mary Sanford,

born 1735. James Sanford, born 1736. Hannah San-

ford, born 1740 ; died March 4, 1758. Sarah Sanford,

born 1738 ; married Jonah Piatt. Samuel Sanford,

born 1743 ; married Abiali Dunning, and second wife,

Charity Bristol. Lois Sanford, born 1750; married

Samuel Stevens.

Amos Sanford, born Oct. 18, 1733. Mary Clagston,

born ; married Jan. 13, 1757. Children: David

Sanford, born Nov. 9, 1757. Betsey Sanford, born

March 23, 1759. Caleb Sanford, born Aug. 22, 1761.

Ezra Sanford, born May 8, 1763. John Sanford.

Samuel Sanford, born 1743 ; died Nov. 26, 1817

;

married, Aug. 19, 1765, Abiah Dunning, born .

Children: Annett Sanford, born March 12, 1766.

Isaac Sanford, born Feb. 2, 1768 ; married Anna
I

Bristol. Josiah Sanford, born Sept. 6, 1769; died

1780. Betsey Sanford, born Sept. 26, 1771 ; married

Downs. Sarah Sanford, born July 23, 1773

;

married Thomas Lyon. Joel Sanford, born March
23, 1775. Ruah Sanford, born 1777 ; died 1779. Ruah
Sanford, born Dec. 1, 1779 ; married James Bennett.

Azubah Sanford, born June 3, 1781 ; married Andrew
Winton. Artimisia Sanford, born 1783 ; married Eli

Winton. Abigail Sanford, born 1785 ; died 1792.

Second marriage : Samuel Sanford, boi-n 1743

;

married widow Charity (Foot) Bristol. Children:

Abiah Ann Sanford, born Feb. 10, 1790 ; died March

13, 1861. Josiah Sanford, born June 9, 1793; died

July 26, 1851. Philo Sanford, born July 11, 1796

;

died Feb. 23, 1873.

Jonathan Sanford settled on Walnut Hill, in New-
town or Sand Hook ; he was grandson of Ephraim

Sanford, son of Thomas and Sarah Sanford, of Mil-

ford. The following is the record.

Ephraim Sanford, born May 17, 1646; married

Mary Powell, daughter of Thomas Powell, New
Haven, Nov. 18, 1669. Children: Mary Sanford,

born Sept. 28, 1670. Samuel Sanford, boi-n Jan. 26,

1672 ; died early. Samuel Sanford, born May 9, 1674.

Ephraim Sanford, Jr., born May 11, 1677 ; died April

17, 1728. Thomas Sanford, born Jan. 29, 1679 ; died

April, 1713. Nathaniel Sanford, born Oct. 10, 1682;

died 1747. Zachariah Sanford, born March 14, 1686

;

died 1713.

Samuel Sanford, born May 9, 1674 ; married Ester

Baldwin, born Nov. 14, 1676, eldest daughter of Na-
thaniel Baldwin. Children : Hannah Sanford, born

June 28, 1696 ; married Joseph Gunn. Samuel San-

ford, born May 29, 1698 ; married Abigail Holbrook.

Joseph Sanford, born July 5, 1701; married Mary
Clark ; settled in Litchfield. Mary Sanford, born July

5, 1702 ; married Jonah Northup. Jonathan Sanford,

born July 13, 1704; married Hannah Piatt; settled in

Newtown. Stephen Sanford, born Nov. 20, 1706.

David Sanford, born May, 1708 ; died 1708. David

Sanford, born Sept. 8, 1709 ; married Rachel Strong

;

died Jan. 16, 1751. Esther Sanford, born Nov. 9,

1711 ; married Samuel Bristol. Abigail Sanford, born

Oct. 14, 1714; married Pierson. Elizabeth San-

ford, born Dec. 13, 1716.

Jonathan Sanford, born July 13, 1704, settled in

Walnut Hill, Sandy Hook, Newtown ; married Phebe

Piatt, July 8, 1725. Children : Phebe Sanford, born

Aug. 1, 1726. Hannah Sanford, born Aug. 27, 1827.

Second marriage ; Jonathan Sanford, born July

13, 1704; married Hannah Piatt, born 1705, died July

8, 1775. Children : Jonah Sanford, born —— ; died

Sept. 8, 1788. Solomon Sanford, born ; died

Feb. 23, 1784. Jonathan Sanford Jr., born March

20, 1737 ; died May 1, 1807.

Jonathan Sanford, Jr., born March 20, 1737. Chil-

dren : Salmon Sanford, Huldah Sanford.
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Solomon Sanford ; iriiirricd Mcliital)lc Nortliiip.

Children: Amos Northup tSanford. Olive Ann Han-

ford. Josiah Sanford. Jcrusha Sanford.

D. C. GATELY.

Dennis C. Gately, superintendent of the New York
Belting and Packing Company, situated at Newtown,

Conn., was born in Eoxbury, Mass. (now a part of

Boston), Aug. 12, 1816, in the same house wliore Cen.

Joseph Warren, who was killed at Bunker Hill, was

born. Dennis was about twelve years of age when
his father died, and the mother being left with a large

family Dennis was taken into the family of Supply C.

Twing, a commission merchant of Boston, with whom
he remained three years, attending school and doing

errands, and was commended for his faitlifulncss, which

in later years was testified to by his early benefactor,

whom he always reverenced. At the age of fifteen he

was apprenticed to Louis A. Lauriatt, a noted French

chemist, but, preferring a more active life, a year later

he chose the trade of housewright. He f-erved till he

was twenty-one with the firm of James Sinchiir & Co.

Being slight of physique he often labored beyond his

strength, but persevered and learned the trade in all •

its details, finishing up all the nice work, and often

retained till after the family moved in. As he was

careful and painstaking he made many friends among
the owners of fine estates about the city of Boston.
" Brookline," the fine house of Gen. Lyman, he helped

to build, and was the last man to leave the premises.

In April, 1846, a gentleman by the name of John
Haskins (an early inventor in rubber), knowing Den-
nis from his having worked on his house eight years

previous, recommended him to the superintendency

of a small rubber factory in Eoxbury. After a few

months this company failed, and he was placed as

keeper till a new company was formed, called the
" Boston Belting Company," under the firm of Tap-

pan, McBarney & Cheever, as principal agents. From
a beginning with fifteen men he continued with them
till they employed one hundred and forty men. Dur-

ing this time, by careful savings, he built himself a

house, where he placed his mother, who cared for him
till he married. At the age of thirty-five he was mar-

ried to Oline F. Perkins, daughter of William Curtis

Perkins, of Maine. His mother lived to be nearly

ninety-two years of age, and was tenderly cared for by
Dennis, who was the only surviving child but one of

nine children. Ajiril, 1856, ten years after the " Bos-

ton Belting Company" was organized, Mr. Cheever

retired from the firm and went to New York. Mr.

Gately received and accepted a liberal offer from the
" New York Belting and Packing Company." It was
with reluctance that he left Roxbury, where he had
been identified so long, to begin anew among those

who looked Avitli suspicion upon all he did.

The intention of the New York Company was to

retain Mr. Gately in New York City, where a special
1

part of the business was to be carried forward in the

manufacture of the lighter artielcs of rubber i:<)t)<hi,

but difficulties arising at Newtown among the work-

men and between the former 8Uperintf;ndent and the

senior member of the comjjany, made it neceKsary for

Mr. Gately to take the factory at Newt^nvn in charge,

and the old factory ))urni))g down the first season, the

business, after rebuilding, was transacted wholly at

Newtown.

As the years passed on Mr. Gately made several val-

uable inventions, which have contributed largely to

the advantage of the company in the manufacture of

their goods. The company now employ nearly three

hundred operatives, doing the largest lousiness of the

kind in the United States.

Mr. Gatcly's business career and his present busi-

ness and social standing are eminently worthy of con-

templation, showing, as they do, what persistent atten-

tion to details will do. His entire success is due to

this characteristic. What he did was well done, fin-

ished, and properly finished. Genial, kind, and

unassuming, this same considerate and painstaking

phase of Mr. Gately's character, during twenty-five

years' residence in his adopted town, has secured to

him the esteem of its citizens, and has conspired in

all the degrees and relations of life, whether as son,

father, husband, friend, or citizen, to secure to him
respect and affection.

His children are six,—viz. : Caroline Ryder, Ella

Catherine, Curtis Perkins, Sarah Dennis, Charles

Lincoln, and Harry Grant.

LEMUEL FAIRCIIILD CAMP.

Lemuel Camp (1), the great-great-grandfather of

Lemuel H. Camp, came to Newtown; it is supposed,

from old Milford about the time of the first settle-

ment (1807). He had nine children,—viz. : Joel (2),

John, Samuel (who died in the French war), Silas,

Julius, Phcbe (Mrs. Sirenas Hard), Hejipie (Mrs.

Amile Peck), AUie, or Alice (Mrs. Sims), and Clarisa

(Mrs. Josiah Blackman).

Joel Camp (2) was born Oct. 20, 1734, and died

October, 1779. He married Ellen Jackson, by whom
he had eight children,—viz. : Deborah (Mrs. Mathew
Sherman), Lemuel (3), John, Susan (Mrs. Joseph

AVheeler), Jacob, Phebe, Silas, and Samuel.

Lemuel Camp (3), in additi(ui to his occupation as

a farmer, was a school teacher and surveyor. A man
of probity and intelligence, he won the confidence of

his neighboi-s, and was a general peacemaker as well

as arbiter of disputes in the neighborhood. He mar-

ried Sarah, daughter of Samuel Dibble, by whom
he had ten children,—Joel Trowbridge (41, Cyrus,

Dibble, Polly (Mrs. Sanuiel Fairchildl. Adah (second

wife of Bed's Fairchild), Maria (Mi-s. John Smith),

Beach, Hiram, Sarah Ann (ili-s. Zacharia Clark), and
Mary Ann.
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Joel Trowbridge Camp (4) was born March 1, 1794,

and was married to Polly, daughter of Zadoc Fair-

child, April 13, 1819. His children are Lemuel Fair-

child (5), Lucia (Mrs. John E. Smith), Edwin, and

Samuel Burtis.

Mr. Camp is now living with his son Lemuel F., at

the advanced age of eighty-seven. He has been a

man of great industry, following farming and making

ujDon his own farm the implements required. Very
fond of the retirement of his home he has never been

on a railroad car and never farther from home than

Hartford.

Lemuel Fairchild Camp, the subject of this sketch,

was born Dec. 8, 1820. His youth was that usual to

the New England farmers' boy, working upon the

farm and attending the district school. When twenty-

one years of age he was quite desirous of going West,

but, his father strongly opposing the step, he decided

to content himself among the rocky hills of his native

town. His father purchasing the i^lace of his j^resent

residence about this time, Lemuel was put in charge.

April 4, 1855 he was united in marriage to Sarah

Jane, daughter of Amos and Mary Ann Lake. Since

this time, by the safe and sure way of industry and
good management, affairs have prospered with Mr.

Camp. The old house on the place at the time of

purchase has been torn down and a new one erected,

comfortable barns have been built and orchards

planted. Fond of home, like the most of the old New
Englanders, Mr. Camp is happy in the society of his

family. Possessed of a taste for stock, of which he is

a fine judge, he gives considerable attention to buying

and grazing cattle for the markets, and it is not often

that superior stock cannot be found upon his premises.

In politics Mr. Camp is a Republican, is a member of

the Episcopal Church, and, as might be expected, is

a director of and stockholder in the Danbury Agri-

cultural and Manufacturers' Fair Association,—the

only stockholder, by-the-bye, in Newtown.
His children are Carrie Amelia (deceased). Alma

Medora, Mary Alice, Amos Trowbridge, and Sarah

Annie.

WILLIAxM PLATT.

Among the original thinkers and progressive fruit-

growers of Newtown none outrank William Piatt,

Esq., a view of whose residence appears upon another

page. Mr. Piatt is a native of Litchfield County,

but for thirty years he has been a resident of New-
town, and in the several capacities of manufacturer,

farmer, and fruit-grower he has been decidedly suc-

cessful.

Inasm\ich as Mr. Piatt entertains peculiar religious

views, and employs the local press as a medium to

impress others with his belief in well-written and
forcible paragraphs, he is termed the "Newtown
Philosopher." It is a practice of Mr. Piatt to prepare

at frequent intervals short articles,—sometimes ap-

peals, sometimes protests ; these he jjosts in manu-

script at the public places in the village. It will per-

haps be interesting in the town's history to insert at

least one of these characteristic paragraphs, which

we clip from the Danbury News :

"Nothing is right that is not fair." "Platform

lectures are never fair, and they are in direct opposi-

tion to Christ's plain teaching." " Go and tell him his

fault between thee and him alone. A person will re-

ceive a reproof with thankfulness from another when
the two are alone, which if administered in the pres-

ence of a third person or a crowd would excite anger
;

and further, the party reproved may have con-

sciousness that his actions were not subject to censure,

and he justly deems himself mistreated when repri-

manded by a hireling, before whom he can make no

explanation or vindication without being an offender

of the common law. If platform preaching or lec-

tures were ever allowable, they are not needed now,

for the printer has jjlaced the lectures of Him ' who
spake as never man spake' in the hands of all." " No
toll-gates on the way to Heaven." Mr. Piatt is an

industrious, cultivated, and useful citizen, frank and

courteous in his manner.

CHAPTER XLVIIL
NOE.WALK.

Geographical—Topograpliical—The First Purchase—First Inilian Deed

to Roger Ludlow—Indian Deed to Capt. Patrick—Tlie Ludlow Agree-

ment—Confirmation of Patiick's Purchase—Assignment by Ludlow

—

Deed from Eunckingheage—The Patent—The Pioneers—Original

Grants of Home-Lots—Plan of Ancient Settlement.

NoRWALK is a coast town, and is bounded as fol-

lows : On the north by New Canaan and Wilton

;

on the east by Westport ; on tlie south by Long Island

Sound ; and on the west by Darien and New Canaan.

The surface of the town is uneven and its soil fertile.

To the intrepid and talented Roger Ludlow, whose

history is interwoven with the pioneer events in this

section of the State, is due the honor of having made
the first purchase of lands of the Indians within the

bounds of the present town of Norwalk. This pur-

chase was made on the 26th of February, 1640, and

embraced that portion of the town lying between the

Saugatuck and Norwalk Rivers. On the 20th of the

following April a subsequent purchase was made of

the central portion of the town by Capt. Daniel Pat-

rick. The western portion of the town was not pur-

chased until 1651.

FIRST INDIAN DEED.

The following is a copy of the first deed from the

Norwalk Indians to Roger Ludlow :

INDIAN DEED TO CAPT. PATRICK.

"An agreement betwixt Danioll Patrick and Mahackem. and Nara-

make and Pemenate Hewnompom Indians of Norwake and Makentuuh,

the said Daniell Patricke hath bought of the sayed three in<]ians, the

ground called Sacunyte napucke, allso Meeanworth, thirdly Asumsowis,

fourthly all the land adjoyuinge to the aforementioned, as fair up in the
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cuntrj- ns an imliaii can goe in a day, from sun rislngo to Biwi scttlnge;

and twoe Islaiiils neero adjoining to tlie sayod cai'antcnayueclt, all

bounded on tlm west side witli nocwiintoii on tlio eiiHt Bide to llie middle

of the River of Norwakc, and all troeB, meadows, watoro and natnrcll

adjuncts thereunto belongingo, for him and liiH forever; for whitli Lands

the sayed indians are to receive of the saycd Danioll I'atrielto, of wam-

pum, tenn fathoms, hatchetts three, howcH throe, when HliiiniH como

;

sixe glasses, twelfo tohaekoe pipes, three knifes, tenn drills, tenn needles

;

this as fnll satisfaction, fur the alorenientioneil lanile, aiid lio' the peaco-

ahlo possession of which the aforenicnlinrjed mahachc^inill duth promise

and undertake to silence all opposers of this purchase, if any shonld in

his time act, to witnoseo wliich, cm Imth sides, hands are iiiterchangeahly

hereunto sett, this '^Oth of Aprill, 1(140.

" mamechom " marke naromake.

" witnesses,

" Tobi ffeap

" John IIow

" pomenato

his

/Vv coc

' marke."

THE LUDLOW AGREEMENT.

The following is a copy of the agreement of Mr.

Ludlow with the planters of Norwalk :

'A copyie of the agreement and articles made between Roger Ludlow,

of Fairfield, and Nathaniel Eli, and Rithard Olmested, with the rest,

for the settlinge and plantinge of Norwalke.
*' Articles of agreement made between Roger Lndlowe, of Fairireld,

esquirj of the one parte, and Nathaniel Eli, of Hartford, in the River of

Connecticut, Ritliard Olmsted of the same in the behalfe of themselves

and Rithard Webb, Nathaniel Rithards,Mathcw Marvin, Rithard Seamer,

Thomas Spencer, Thomas Hales, Nathaniel Ruskoe, Isacke Graves, Ralpli

Keeler, John Ilolloway, Edward Church, John Rnskoc, and some others

about plantinge Norwalke, over tlie lOtli day of Jnnc, lfi",n.

"Imprimis, the sayed Nathaniel Eli and Rithard Olmested, doe cove-

nant, and premise, and agree, that they will set upon the plantinge of

the sayed Norwalke, with all convenient speed; will inowe ami staeke

some hay upon the sayed Norwalke^ this winter, to tile end that they may,

in the spring nc.\t at the farthest, broake up some ground to plante the

next season followinge
; and that then they will begin to build and in-

habite theirwitli some considerable companie, and to invite an orthodoxe

and approved minister with all convenient speede that tliey may be; and
that the iilantation shall not be taken up under thirtio approved fami-

lies, in a short time to bc> settled their, and so to continue ; atid that, or

the like considerable companie; and that they will not receive in any
that they be obnoxious to the publiquo good of the Commonwealth of

Connecticut. And upon that consideration the sayed Roger Lndlowe is

willinge and doe agree to surrender the purchase of the sayod Norwalke,

whith he bought of the Indians, of the sayed Norwalke, some years

since; which cost the sayed Roger Lndlowe fifteen po\mds, some years

since, as by the purchase will appearo ; whith sayed fifteen pounds is

promised to be payed to the sayed Roger Linllowe or Iiis assignes liy the

Bayed Eli and Olmested tlieir assignes, shortly after the first plantinge

thereof, with consideration for the sayed fifteen pounils from tlie dis-

bnrslngc thereof unto that time; as also that the sayod Roger shall have
a convenient Lott laied out for his sonnes, according^ to the valine of

20011'. in the proportion of Rates as they goo by themsclfos
;
i^nd that it

Bliall he one of the first, the imbliipu; charge* beinge Wnx; by tlicnayorl

Lott, and jjroiiortionabh'y by themii<dfs ; und that it iiliall l>e one of tbe

first Lotts (hat hloill lie Laied oot. Witness our handd,

" ICoOKH LUDUiWE."

Tlic following is a cojjy of the fonfinnatioii of Capt.

Patrick's jmrcliasc

:

"A trin) and Jierfect Cofiy of the confirmation of the piircliaiu; of 111';

meadows and lands adjoinirige lyinge u[»on the other uide of Norwake

River.

" Mtimornwda. Wheareas Afishowsliack and Chaclioanier, IiidfanH, are

the survivinge propriat<jrs of the Land lyinge on the other Hide of Nor-

wako River, whith sayed Land w;is fullie bargained for, and mV\ unto

Captaine I'atrickc, of Greenwich, and wherea."* llie wtyeil Aashowshake

and Chaclioamer, doe tesfifie and affirme, with other Indians, that tlieir

was left nnpayed by the sayed Captain rutrickc twoe Indian coatt-», and

fowrc fathom of wampam, now these are to certifie, that I, Annaniipp,

Ali.is I'arrott, so named and knowen to the English, have liy order and

AiPi)oyntment of the Aashowshako and Ch.achoanier, received of Mstr.

Stephen Goodier, of new Haven, marchant, the sayod two coates, and

fowre fathom of wanipam; and doa by their order and in their names,

hereby aj'qnitt and discharge the sayed Mstr. Stephen Goodier, of all

dues or demands or any claims to be made by ns, oi- any Indiana what-

soever, unto any farther thinge or things in oi- about the saye*! imrehase

of Lande made firmely by Captaine I'Mti i^ Kr
, and now hereby confirnuL'd

unto the sayed Mstr. Goodier, and his heirs ami assignes: in witnetw

where of I the sayod Annanupp, Alias I'arrott doe hereby sett my hand

the first day of July, 1050.

" Witnesse

.TosnuA Attwater.

Thomas Kimberlie.

the marke of .\nnanupp.

the marko of Anthitunn.

" Memormulum. Their is a coiinterpart of the aforcsaycd written ar-

tickles and agreement and subscribed, by Nath'n Eli and Bithd Olme-

sted."

ASSIGNMENT BY LUDLOW.
"A copy of the assignment of Norwallse, purchased by Jlstr Lndlowe,

unto Norwalke inhabitants, April the 13th, 1054.

" MemnrinHhim. That the sayed Roger Lndlowe, doth by these pres-

sentes, assign and sett over unto Nathanicll Eli and the rest of the In-

habitants of Norwalke, all my title, interest, claime and denntnds w hat-

soever to the plantation of Norwalke and every part thereof, and doo

acknowledge my selfe satisfied for tlie same. Witness iny haml the day

and year above.

" R'i LVDLOWF.."'

DEED FROM RUNCKINGIIEAC E.

The following is the deed from Eunckinheagc

:

"This Indenture made the 15th of February, 1051, Between Runckin-

lieage, I'iamikin, and Mugisc, and Towntom, and Winnapucke, and

Magushetowes, and Concnskcnow, and Wanipivsum, and Susseakun, and

Runckenunnett, and l*okes.*ake, and Slioakeonm, and Soamiinatiim, and

Prodax, and Matiiiiipun, and Cockcuoe-dc-Long-Island, Indians, of the

one I'artie, and Richard Wch, Nathaniel Eli, JIatthewe >Iarven, senr.,

Nathaniel Richards, Isacke More, Thomas Fitch, Thomas Hales. Richard

Holmsted, Richard Seamer, Ralgdi Keelcr^Matthew Marven, Junior, Na-

thaniel Haies, Edward Chnivh, Ji>soph Fitch. Planters of Norwake, fiT

the use ami behalfo of ,«aid Town, Witxkssktii, that the said Runckiii-

hcage, and I'iamikin,- (etc., etc.1 . . . Have, and in and for the con-

sideration of Thirtio Fathum of Wampum, Tenn Ivcttlos, Fifteen IVwtes

Tonn payr of Stockings, Tonii Knifes, Tenn Hooko.s Tw enty Pipes, Tomi
Muckes, Tenn needles, to them in liand paid. Havk. and Every of them,

for themselves and their hey el's. Granted, liargaiiuHl, S<dd, assigned, Kn-

feoft'ed, and confirmed ; and by these Pi-esents doth Utti-piin, grant, sell,

enfoofle, assigne, sett over, and confirme, tiiito the said Richnnl Web,
(etc., etc.) . . . all their lands called and known by the name of Kunck-
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iiiheage, Kooaton, or liy whatsoever name or names the same is called or

known, Lying and hounded on the East upon y« land purchased of Cap-

tain Patriarke, so called, on the West bounded with the Brook called

rampaskeshanke, which said Brook and passage, the Bounds West, Ex-

tendeth up into the Country hy marked Trees; and sj far as the said

Knnckiuheage, and the rest above mentioned, hath any Bight and pro-

pi ietie; and the aforesaid Land bounded with the Brook called as afore-

said Pampaskeshanke, from the aforesaid passage and path down along

to the Sea. And the aforesaid Land bounded on the South with the Sea;

and on the North the Moehakes Country ; with all the Islands, Trees,

pastures, meadinge, water, water courses. Rights, members, and Appur-

tenances whatsoever. To Have and to Hold, and quietly and peaceably

iujoy, all the aforesaid lands, etc. . . . unto the af()resaid Richard Web,

etc. . . . and to their heyers forever. And the aforesaid Runckinheage

and Piamikin, and Magise, and Townetom, Winnepucke, Magushetowes,

Conkuskenow,Wanipasum, Sasseakun, Runckenuninitt, Pukessake, Shoa-

kecum, Soanamatnm, Prodax, Matumpun, Cockenoe-de-Longe-Island, Bo

by these presents, acknowledge to have received the aforesaid Thirtie

fathum of Wampum, etc. ... in full satisfaction. In witness whereof

the above said parties have for themselves, and every of them, sett to

their hands, the day and j'ear above written to this present Indenture.

" Signed and delivered in the presence of

"Stephen Beckwith,
" Samuei, Lumes,
" Samuel Ely.

his his

" Recorded February y« 24th, 1708-9.

Pr. John Copp, Eecordr."

THE PATENT.

Thirty-six years elapsed after the settlement of the

town, before the General Court granted the patent.

It hears date March 30, 1686, and was as follows :

"Whereas the General! Court of Connectijut have formerly granted

unto y proprietors inhabitants of Norwalk, all those lands both meadow
and upland, within these abutments, upon the Sea on the South, and to

runn from the sea towards the north, full Twelve miles, and abut on the

Wilderness on the Nortli, and on Fairfield bounds on the East, and on
Stamford bounds on the AVest, the said land having been by purchase or

otherwise lawfully obtained by the Indian native proprietors ; and where-

as the proprietors Inhabitants of Norwalk have made application to the

Governor and Company of the Colony of Connecticut assembled in Court i'

May the 14, 1GS5, tliat they may have a pattent for confirmation of the :

aforesaid lands to tliem so purchased and granted to them as aforesaid,

and which they have stood seized and quietly possessed of for more than

twenty years last past, without interruption
;
now, for a more full con-

firmation of the aforesaid Tracts of land, as it is butted and bounded I

aforesaid, unto the present proprietors of the Township of Norwalk,

—

Know ye that tlie said Governor and Company, assembled in Generall

Court, according to the commission, and by viitue of the power granterl

to them, by our late Sovercigne Lord King Charles the Secotidof Blessed

memory, in his late patent bearing date the three and twentieth day of

Aprill in the fourteenth yearof his said majestie's Reigne, Have given and

granted, and by these presents do give and grant. Ratifie and Confirme,

unto Mr. Thomas Fitch, Jlr. Thomas Hanford, Capt. Richard Olmstead,

Mr. Thomas Bennedick, Mr. Walter Hoyt, Mr. Matthew Marven, Mr.

John Ruscoe, Mr. Nathaniel Hayes, Mr. Daniel Kellog, and Mr. Thomas

Seamore, and the rest of the present proprietors of the Township of Nor-

walk, and their heirs and assigns forever, and to each of them, in such

proportion as they have already agreed upon for the division of the same,

all that aforesaid tract and parcell of land as it is butted and bounded

;

together with all the woods, upland, arable lands, meadows, pastures,

ponds, havens, ports, waters, rivers, adjoining Islands, fishings, huntings,

fowlings', mines, niineralls, quarries, and precious stones, upon or witliin

the said tract of land, and all other profits and commodities thereunto

belonging, or in any wise appertaining ; and do also grant unto the afore

named Mr. Thomas Fitch, and Mr. Thomas Hanford, . . . &c., that the

aforesaid tract of land shall be forever hereafter deemed, and reputed,

and be, an entire township of itself—To have and to hold the said

tract of land, &c., . . . according to the tenour of his majestie's manor

of East Greenwich in the county of Kent in y Kingdom of England, in

free and conmion soccage, and not in cappitee nor by Knight service

;

yielding and paying therefore to our Sovereigne Lord the King, his heirs

and successors, only the fifth part of all the Oar of Gold and Silver which

from time to time, and at all times hereafter shall be gotten, had, or

otherwise obtained ; in lieu of all rents, services, duties, and demands

whatsoever according to Charter-.

"In witness whereof, we Iiave caused the seal of the Colony to be here-

unto affixed, this eightli day of July, IGSG, in the second year of the Reigu

of our Sovereigne Lord James the Second, by the grace of God, of Eng-

land, Scotland, France, aud Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, &c.

" Egbert Treat,
" Governor.

" March 30th, 1686, pr. order of the Governor and Company of the Col-

ony of Conecticut, signed
" Pr. me John Allyn,

" Secretary.

" The above written is a true coppie of y" original, being examined

and compared therewith, July 8th, 16S6.

" A true copie of y Record,

" Eleazae Kimbekly,
" Secretary.

" Recorded Dec. 21st, 1708,

" Pr. me John Copp,

" Becorder.^^

THE PIONEERS.

Although the purchase of the Indians was made in

1640, the permanent settlement of the town was not

effected until 1651. Trumbull, in his history of Con-

necticut, says, " A few families seem to have planted

themselves in the town, about the time (1640) of these

purchases." Hollister states that " the better evidence

appears to be that a few bold planters had taken pos-

session soon after these grants were made, and had

continued to hold it until the arrival of the company,"

in 1651. Both of those authors have failed to cite any
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^ authority for these statements, and certain it is that

'I no reference is made in tlie town records to the scttle-

ment of the town until IGSl.

„ The agreement of the settlers with Mr. Ludlow
> bears date June 19, 1G5(), l)ut the permanent settle-

' ment did not take place until 1G51. As early as Feb-

„
ruary 15th of that year the sturdy pioneers were all

A in their wilderness home, as appears in the deed from

Runckinheaffe and the other Indians.

,
There is a tradition that a portion of the planters

» spent the winter of 1G50 here, which is doubtless

true.

The only names extant of the original settlers are

:-i those mentioned in the agreement with Mr. Ludlow,
'I as follows :

" Nathaniel P^li, Rithard Olmstead, Ili-

I

thard Webb, Nathaniel llithards, Mathew Marvin,

, Rithard Scamer, Thomas Spencer, Thomas Hales,

•1, Nathaniel Ruskoe, Isacke Graves, Ralph Keeler,
*• John HoUoway, Edward Church, John Ruskoe."

? This, of course, is not a complete list, as the article

i states that the agreement is entered into between

Mr. Ludlow and those mentioned above, and " some

J others."

J, The following is the most jjcrfect list of the early

settlers that is known to be in existence, being a table

:"' of " Estates of Lands and Accommodations," made
in 1655:

ti, George Abbitt, Robert Beacham, Stephen Beck-

with, John Bowton, Matthew Campficld, Nathaniel

Eli, Thomas Fitch, John Griggorie, Samuel Hales,

Thomas Hales, Walter Haite, Nathaniel Haies, Rev.

Thomas Hanford, Richard Homes, Ralph Keeiler,

Walter Keeiler, Daniel Kellogge, Thomas Lupton,

jj Matthew Marvin, Sr., Matthew Marvin, Jr., Isacke

More, Jonathan Marsh, Widow Morgan, Richard

Olmstead, Nathaniel Richards, John Ruskoe, Mat-
'.. thias Sention, Sr., Matthias Sention, Jr., Matthew

Sention, Thomas Seamer, Richard Webb.

In a list of accounts in 1654 are the following

. names, which do not appear in the preceding list of

estates, viz. : Bryant, Edward Church, Joseph

Fitch, Edward Nash, Richard Raiment, Richard

Seamer, Giles Whitinge.

In 1656 the following names also appear: Owen
Morgan, William Reid.

In the table of home-lots, the following names also

appear : Thomas Benedict, Sr., Thomas Benedict, Jr.,

John Benedict, Thomas Betts, Richard Bushnell,

Samuel Campfield, Christojiher Comstock, John
Crampton, Thomas Fitch, Jr., Joseph Fenn, John

- Gregory, Jr., Jakin Greggorie, Samuel Haies, Eph-
raim Lockwood, Joseph Ketchum, John Keeler,

^ James Pickett, Joseph Piatt, Mark Sention, Robert

Stewart, Samuel Smith, Thomas Taylor, Thomas
• Ward.

The following notices of the first settlers of Nor-

walk are from Hinman's " Catalogue of the Names of

»1 the First Puritan Settlers of the Colony of Connecti-

cut :"

" Alilx.tt, Ccorgc, KUK,*
" Hcckwitli, St(^|)li(;ri, 1040.

" ItcliiiiiK, •Jolin {mm of .roljii, of WcfliersflclJ, who died 1C77).

" IJcniiiliut, TlioiiifiH, IWi^.

'• IlottH, TlioniaH, Giiilfori], Ki.Vl.t

" Caiiiliclil (or Caiiiiilli,li]j, IMuttliew, a iruigiKtiatf; an(J Judge; not only

a leailiiig man tlioro, hut in tlic <;oiony. One of flie nignein of tlii; i«tl-

tion tcj King ChailoB !!. fur ttie colony; in IWit appointed witli Gold and

SlKM inan to liold courts at Fairfield.

" Kly, Niitlianiol, Ifartford, KJ i.")
;
(Mmtnhli;, ICifJ ; one of the (c-ttlem of

Norwalk, but al'tei wardB removed U> Sjiringtleld, Ma«s
" Fitch, Thumatt, a hrotlier of Jtev. Jamefi, ut Saybruok, and of JoDCph,

of Windsor.

" Gregory, John, a deputy, lG(i.i-o:j.

"lloyt, Walter, Windsor, IMO.

"Keeler, Italjih, Jlartlurd, Vi'M, viewer of chimneys in 1G45.

"Marvin, JIaltliew, surveyorof highways in 1(J.'J'J and 1047 ; an original

proprietor and settler in Hartford befoiu: lOli'J; removed to Norwalk;

deputy to the General Court fi'oni Norwalk in 10.H.

"Olmsted, Ilichard, Ilartlord, IMO, coustalde 1040, fence-viewer 1C49,

deputy in 1UG2-03; moved to Norwalk and was made a military ofticer.

In KilJl was appointed with .John lianks and Joseph Judson, who were

appointed by the General Court to run the liiies between Fairfield and

Stratford.

"I'vieliai ds, Nathaniel, of Hartford, in the colony in ICM; constable in

1C41 and 1U4'J; orderer of the town in 1(;44, deputy iu 1G43.

"Sonchiou, or St. Joliii, JIatthiius, 1C40.

"Seymour, Iliuhar<l, Ilartlord, lOiO, chimney-viewer in IWfi.

" Webb, Uichai'd, Hartford, lolJ'J, on the first grand jury at the General

Court iu the colony iu 104 i. Also a juror in lG4:i-4'l, selectman in 1048,

surveyor of highways iu 1G49. lie soon after removed to Stamford ; was

made free there iu 1G{>2."

The following list of first settlers is taken from the

first book of grants and deeds

:

"Elizabeth Webb, relicke of lUchard Webb, in 1C77, employed her

* Beloved bi'other John Gregory to make an agreement w ith Tlionuus

Butler of Hartford, and his wife,' they ' laying clainie to the estate of luy

deere husband, Ilichard Webb, deceased.' (Fol. 51.)

"liicliard Homes, of Stratford, Oct. 12, 1G57, bought of Alexander

Bryan, of MiUurd, the home-lot which was Thomas Sniilh's, and March,

ICU;!, the lands of Stephen Beckwith, planter, of Norwalk.
" ilattliew Campfield, late of Norwake, now^ resident iu Newarke, in

the colony of New Jeisey, (gave a deed) to his sou Samuel, April 1, IGG'J.

" Samuel Hales, now of Weatliei-sfield, late of Norwake, sold to John

Piatt, May 14, IGG'J.

" Tlionuis Barmiin, of Fairfield, had a grant before 1GG;1.

"Joseph Smith, hue of Long Island, bought of Samuel Cnmpfield the

north part of his home-lot iu lG7o.

" Samuel Smith, iji 1G72, a parcel of land in Indianfield.

"Samuel Beldiug, Feb. 28, 1G73, bought two parcels of land in the

Neck planting-field.

"James I'ickit, iu 1G74.

" Thouuis Betls, Jr. (fol. 55), in 1G7~, bought of Benjamin Fenn, of

Mill'ord, the house and home-lot formerly belonging to his brother,

Joseph Fenn.

"Ilichard Itujuioud removed to Saybroolcc, gave a deed to his eon

John; in 1G77 empowered his 'well-beloved brother Thom:\s Betts, of

Norwalk,' to record all his divisions, etc. ; and iu 1G7G gave by will all

his lands iu Norwalk 'unto those children which my son .Fohu Il;iyniond

allready have or nuiy have by l^Iary Kaymond, his l>rcsent wife.'

"John Reede, 'of liie,' bought of Ilichard Homes.
"

' ,lan\es Jliller and Slartha his w lie, of By, in the county of Fairfield,'

Dec. 2G, IGSl.

"Andrew Messenger, June 2S, IGSO ^fol. So), Kiught land of Walter

Hoyt.
" Samuel Camlield's house and four acres, between Thomas Betts iind

Ephraim Lockwood, l«>c. 17, IGSl.

" Thonuis Hyatt, in 1U79, bought laud of James Jliller ^James Miller

and Martha his wife, of Ilye, Dec. 2G, ll)81}.

" Jonathan Perkins bought of Nathaniel RicluuMs, Feb. 23, 1077."

* Date of the first mention iu the colony records.

t Jdr. Hinuuxn refei-s to Widow Betts, 1039, and John Betts, IfrlS.
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inheage, Rooaton, or Iiy whatsoever name or names the same is called or

known, Lying and bounded on the East upon y land purchased of Cap-

tain Patriarke, so called, on the West bounded with the Brook called

Pampaskeshanke, which said Brook and passage, the Bounds West, Ex-

tendeth up into the Country by marked Trees ; and sj far as the said

Kimckinheage, and the rest above mentioned, hath any Right and pro-

pi iutie; and the aforesaid Land bounded with the Brook called as afore-

said Pampaskeshanke, from the aforesaid passage and path down along

to the Sea. And the aforesaid Land bounded on the South with the Sea;

and on tlie North the Moehakes Country ; with all the Islands, Trees,

pastures, meadinge, water, water courses. Rights, members, and Appur-

tenances whatsoever. To Have and to Hold, and quietly and peaceably

injoy, all the aforesaid lands, etc, . . . unto the aforesaid Richard Web,

etc. . . . and to their heyei*s forever. And the aforesaid Runckinheage

and Piamikin, and Magise, and Townetoni, Winnepucke, Magushetowes,

Conkuskenow, Wampasum, Sasseakun, Runckenunnutt, Pukessake, Shoa-

kecum, Soanamatum, Prodax, Matumpun, Cockenoe-de-Longe-Island, T)o

by these jiresents, acknowledge to have received the aforesaid Thirtie

fathum of Wampiim, etc. ... in full satisfaction. In witness whereof

the above said parties have for themselves, and every of them, sett to

their hands, the day and year above written to this present Indenture.

"Signed and delivered in the presence of .

"Stephen Beckwith,
" Samuel T;Umes,

" Samuel Ely.

his his

" Recorded February y« 24th, 170S-9.

Pr. John Copp, Eecordr."

THE PATENT.

Thirty-six years elapsed after the settlement of the

town, before the General Court granted the patent.

It bears date March 30, 1686, and was as follows :

"Whereas the Generall Court of Connecticut have formeily granted

unto y« proprietors inh.abitants of Norwalk, all those lands both meadow
and upland, within these abutments, upon the Sea on the South, and to

ruim from the sea towai'ds the north, full Twelve miles, and abut on the

Wilderness on the Nortli, and on Fairfield bounds on the East, and ou

Stamford bounds on the West, the said land having been by purchase or

otherwise lawfully obtaiueil by the Indian native proprietors; and where-

as the proprietors Inhabitants of Norwalk have made application to the

Governor and Company of the Colony of Connecticut assembled in Court

May the 14, 1G85, that they may have a pattent for confirmation of the

aforesaid lands to them so purchased and granted to them as aforesaid,

and which they have stood seized and quietly possessed of for more than

twenty years last past, without interruption
;
now, for a more full con-

firmation of the aforesaid Tracts of land, as it is butted and bounded

aforesaid, unto the present proprietors of the Township of Norwalk,—
Know ye tliat the said Governor and Ctmipany. assembled in Generall

Court, according to the commission, and by viitue of the power granted

to them, by our late Sovereigne Lord King Charles the SecoirJ of Blessed

memory, in his late patent bearing date the three and twentieth day of

Aprill in the fourteenth year of Iiis said majestie's Reigne, Have given and

granted, and by these presents do give ami grant, Ratifie and Conflrme,

unto Mr. Thomas Fitch, Mr. Thomas Hanford, Capt. Richard Olmstead,

Mr. Thomas Bennedick, Mr. Walter Hoyt, Mr. Matthew Marvcn, Mr.

John Ruscoe, Mr. Nathaniel Hayes, Jlr. Daniel Kellog, and Mr. Thomas

Seamore, and the rest of the present proprietors of the Township of Nor-

walk, and their heirs and assigns forever, and to each of them, in such

Xiroportion as they have already agreed upon for the division of the same,

all that aforesaid tract and parcell of land as it is butted and bounded

;

together with all the woods, uplanil, arable lands, meadows, pastures,

ponds, havens, ports, waters, rivers, adjoining Islands, fishings, huntings,

fowlings", mines, mineralls, quarries, and precious stones, iipon or within

the said tract of land, and all other profits and commodities thereunto

belonging, or in any wise appertaining; and do also grant unto the afore

named Mr. Thomas Fitch, and Mr. Thomas Hanford, . . . &c., that the

aforesaid tract of land shall be forever hereafter deemed, and reputed,

and be, an entire township of itself—To have and to hold the said

tract of land, &c., . . . according to the tenour of his majestie's manor

of East Greenwich in the county of Kent in y« Kingdom of England, iu

free and conmion soccage, and not in capi)itee nor by Knight service
;

yielding and paying therefore to our Sovereigne Lord the King, his heirs

and successors, only the fifth pait of all the Oar of Gold and Silver which

from time to time, and at all times hereafter shall be gotten, had, or

otherwise obtained; in lieu of all rents, services, duties, and demands

whatsoever according to Charter-.

" In witness whereof, we have caused the seal of the Colony to be here-

unto affixed, this eighth day of July, 1G8C, in the second year of the Reign

of our Sovereigne Lord James the Second, by the grace of God, of Eng-

land, Scotland, France, aud Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, &c.

" Robert Treat,
" Governor.

" March 30th, 1686, pr. order of the Governor and Company of the Col-

ony of Conecticut, signed

" Pr. me John Allyn,
" Secretary.

" The above written is a true coppie of y« original, being examined

and compared therewith, July 8th, 1686.

" A true copie of y« Record,

" Eleazar Kimberly,

"Secretary.

" Recorded Dec. 21st, 1708,

" Pr. me John Copp,

" liecorder.^^

THE PIONEERS.

Although the purchase of the Indians was made in

1640, the permanent settlement of the town was not

effected until 1651. Trumbull, in his history of Con-

necticut, says, " A few families seem to have planted

themselves in the town, about the time (1640) of these

purchases." Hollister states that " the better evidence

appears to be that a few bold planters had taken pos-

session soon after these grants were made, and had

continued to hold it until the arrival of the company,"

in 1651. Both of those authors have failed to cite any
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authority for these statements, and certain it is that

no reference is made in tlic town records to the settle-

ment of the town until 1051.

The agreement of the settlers with Mr. Ludlow

bears date June 19, 1650, but the permanent settle-

ment did not take place until 1651. As early as Feb-

ruary 15th of that year the sturdy pioneers were all

in their wilderness home, as appears in the deed from

Runckinheage and the other Indians.

There is a tradition that a poi'tion of the planters

spent the w'inter of 1650 here, which is doubtless

true.

The only names extant of the original settlers are

those mentioned in the agreement with Mr. Ludlow,

as follows: " Natlianiel Eli, Ritliard Olmstead, Ei-

thard Webb, Nathaniel Rithards, Mathew Marvin,

Rithard Scamer, Thomas Spencer, Thomas Hales,

Nathaniel Ruskoe, Isacke Graves, Ralph Keeler,

John Holloway, Edward Church, John Ruskoe."

This, of course, is not a complete list, as the article

states that the agreement is entered into between

Mr. Ludlow and those mentioned above, and "some

others."

The following is the most perfect list of the early

settlers that is known to be in existence, being a table

of " Estates of Lands and Accommodations," made
in 1655

:

George Abbitt, Robert Beacham, Stephen Beck-

with, John Bowton,. Matthew Campfield, Nathaniel

Eli, Thomas Fitch, John Griggorie, Samuel Hales,

Thomas Hales, Walter Haite, Nathaniel Haies, Rev.

Thomas Hanford, Richard Homes, Ralph Keeilei',

"Walter Keeiler, Daniel Kelloggc, Thomas Lupton,

Matthew Marvin, Sr., Matthew Marvin, Jr., Isacke

More, Jonathan Marsh, Widow Morgan, Richard

Olmstead, Nathaniel Richards, John Ruskoe, Mat-

thias Sention, Sr., Matthias Sention, Jr., Matthew

Sention, Thomas Seamer, Richard Webb.

In a list of accounts in 1654 are the following

names, which do not appear in the preceding list of

estates, viz. : Bryant, Edward Church, Joseph

Fitch, Edward Nash, Richard Raiment, Richard

Seamer, Giles Whitinge.

In 1656 the following names also ap23ear: Owen
Morgan, William Reid.

In the table of home-lots, the following names also

appear: Thomas Benedict, Sr., Thomas Benedict, Jr.,

John Benedict, Thomas Betts, Richard Bushnell,

Samuel Campfield, Christopher Comstock, John

Crainpton, Thomas Fitch, Jr., Joseph Fenn, John

Gregory, Jr., Jakin Greggorie, Samuel Haies, Eph-

raim Lockwood, Joseph Ketchum, John Keeler,

James Pickett, Joseph Piatt, Mark Sention, Robert

Stewart, Samuel Smith, Thomas Taylor, Thomas
Ward.

The following notices of the first settlers of Nor-

walk are from Hinman's " Catalogue of the Names of

the First Puritan Settlers of the Colony of Connecti-

cut:"

" Abbott, George, 1648.*

" Ik'ckwlth, Stcphiiti, KiJO.

'• .i"lin fHon of .lolin, of Wcthcmflol-l, who .Jii;«l 1C77).

" Iiciicilii;t, Tlioii](in, IWi.

'•]t(;tt«, 'J'lioniaB, UiiilfonJ, lOoO.t

" Canillulil (or Campflol'lj, Matthew, a mnglBtiate ami Jii'Ik';; not only

a leading man there, hut in the i;<;lony. One of the «ignerH of the |x.-tl-

tioii to King Cliarh;8 II. for tlje colony ; in IWW aiipointe<J with Gol'J and

Slierniau to holij courts ut Kairfielil.

" Kly, NuthunicI, ilartfonl, 10 i.O
;
constable, 1C39 ; one of the wittlcre of

Norwulk, but afterwards removed V) 8j>r!ngfleld, Ham
" Fiteh, Thomas, a brother of Itev. JaoieB, at 8ayhrook, and of Joseph,

of Windsor.

"Gregory, John, adei)uty, lC(i'2-(i:).

" Jloyt, Walter, Windsor, KMO.
" Keeler, ltali>h, Hurtl'onl, l(;:iO, viewer of chimneys in 1045.

" JIarvin, Maltliew, surveyorof highways in IGli'J and 1047 ; an original

propi'ietor and settler in Ilartfoi'd heft>re 10;i'J; removed to Norwalk

;

deputy to the General Coui't fi'om Norwalk in 10-j4.

"Olmsted, Richard, Hartford, 1010, constable 1040, fence-viewer 1049,

deputy in 1002-Oli; uiovcmI to Norwalk and wa« made a military olHccr.

Ill 1001 was appointed with J(jlin Banks and Joseph Judson, who were

appointed liy the General Court to run the lines between Faii lield and

Strattbrd.

"llichards, Nathaniel, of Hartford, in the colony in IC'iO; constiible ia

1041 and 104!) ; ordercr of the town in 1044, deputy iji 1043.

"Scuchion, or St. John, JIatthiiLS, 1040.

"Seynioui', Kicluird, llai'tlord, 10.10, chimney-viewer in 1040.

" Webb, Kicbai d, Hartford, 1539, on the lirst graiul jury at the General

Court iu tlio colony in 1041. Also a juror in 1043-44, selectman in 1048,

sui'Veyor of highways iu 1049. He suou after removed to Stamford ; wuu

made free there in 1002."

The following list of first settlers is taken from the

first book of grants and deeds

:

"Elizabeth AVebb, relicko of Kichatd Webb, in 1077, employed her

'Beloved brother John Gregory to make an agreement with Xhomat}

Butler of Hartford, and bis \\ ife,' they ' laying claime to the estate of my
deere husband, llicliai d Webb, deceased.' (Fol. 51.)

"Kicliard Homes, of Stratford, Oct. 12, 1057, bought of Alexander

Bryan, of Milford, the home-lot which was Thom.is Smith's, and March,

1003, the lands of Stephen Beckwith, planter, of Norwalk.
" JMattbew Camptield, late of Norwakc, now resident in Ncwarke, in

the colony of New Jei sey, (gave a deed) to his sou Samuel, A|inl I, 1009.

"Samuel Hales, now of Weatliei'slield, late of Norwakc, sold to John

riatt, May 14, 1009.

" Thonms Baruam, of Fairfield, had a grant before 1003.

"Joseph Smith, late of Long Island, bought of Samuel Campfield the

north part of his home-lot in 1075.

" Sauuiel Smith, iu 1072, a parcel of land in Indianfichl.

" Samuel Beldiug, Feb. 2S, 1073, bought two parcels of laud in the

Neck plauting-iield.

"James Pickit, iu 1074.

"Thomas Betts, Jr. (fol. 55), in 1077, bought of Bemaniiu Fenn, of

Millbrd, the house and home-lot formerly belonging to hii brother,

Joseph Fenn.
" llichard Raymond removed to Saybrotdvc, gave a deed to his eon

John; iu 1077 empowered his 'well-beloved brother Thomas Betts, of

Norwalk,' to record all his divisions, etc. ; and in 1070 gave by will all

his lauds iu Norwalk 'unto those children which my son John Raymond
nlheady have or nuiy have by Jlary Raymond, his present wife.'

"John Reedo, 'of liie,' bought of Richard Homes.
"

' .lames Miller and Slartliu his w ife, of Ry, iu the county of Fairfield,'

Dec. 20, lOSl.

"Andrew Messenger, Juno 28, lOSO (fol. 85), bought land of Walter

Iloyt.

" Samuel Camfield's house and four acres, between Thomas Betts .^nd

Ephraim Lockwood, fiec. 17, 1081.

"Thomas Hyatt, in 1079, bought laud of James Miller (Janies Miller

and Martha his wife, of Rye, Dec. 20, lOSl).

"Jonathan I'erkins bought of Nathaniel Richanls, Feb. 2:5, 1077.''

* Date of the first mention iu the colony records.

t Mr. llinnuin refers to Widow Betts, 1039, and John Betts, 164S.
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FORT POINT.

" In 1689, John Gregory gave a deed to his son

Thomas of a jDiece of land ' Lying on the West side

of Norwalke Towne plott, 2 acres, bounded East by

the common land banck
;
West, Norwalk river

;

South by the poynt of common land where the In-

dian Fort formerly stood ; North by Thomas Betts'

Marsh Meadow.'

"

ORIGINAL GRANTS OF HOME-LOTS.

The following is a record of the original grants to

the pioneers

:

" Richard Olmstead, four acres one rood. Bounded east by common
land, west by town's liighway, north by Thomas Hale's home-lot, south

by Nathaniel Eli's home-lot.

" Thomas Fitch (purchased the lot laid out to Edward Church in 1G55),

four acres. Bounded east by town liighway, west by Daniel Kellogg's

home-lot, north by Nathaniel Richards' home-lot, soutli by Matthew
Marvin, Sr.'s, home-lot.

" Nathaniel Eli (sold tu Thomas Betts), four acres two roods. Bounded

east by the common, west by town highway, north by Richard Olmsted's

home-lut, soutli by tlie other highway.
'' Samuel Hales (sold to Robert Stewart, of Milford, in ICCO), four acres.

Bounded east by the ' Commoniiige,' west by higlnvay, north by ' the

Commoninge,' soutli by Mathijis Sention's home-lot.

" John Piatt (in 1GG3), four acres two roods. Bounded east by high-

way and common land, west by Epliraim Lockwood's home-lot, north

by Samuel Camfleld's lot, south by Tliomas Fitch, Jr.'s, home-lot.

" Isacke More (sold to Mark Sentiou iu 1000), four acres. Bounded

east by town highway, west by ' the coafe [cove] bancke,' north by George

Abbott's home-lot.

" Richard Seamer (afterwards his son's, Thomas Seamer, by exchange) 1

Bounded east by the common, west by town's highway, north by town's

highway, south by Richard Webb's home-lot.

" John Bowten, four acres. Bounded east by Mr. Hanford's and John

Ruscoe's home-lot, west by highway, north by highway, south by Thomas

Lupton's home-lot.

"Matthew Marvin, Sr., four acres. Bounded east by town's highway,

west by Daniel Kellog's home-lot, nortli by Thomas Fitch's iiome-lot,

south by meeting-house yard and Matthew Marvin, Jr.'s, home-lot.

"Thomas Lupton, four acres. Bounded east by Richard Homes and

Mark Sention's home-lot, west by Matliias Sention's home-lot and com-

mon, north by John Bowten's home-lot, south by George Abbott's lot.

"Jonathan Marsh, two parcels, four acres. The greater bounded east

by highway, * the coafe bancke' of Norwalk River, north by the com-

moninge, south by Thomas Ward's home-lot; the less bounded east by

commonage, west by tlie aforesaid highway, north by commonage, south

by commonage.
" Walter Haite, four acres. Bounded east by town highway, west by

'the common by the bancke coafe,' north by Mathias Stentiou's home-

lot, south by George Abbott's home-lot.

" Nathaniel Richards, foui acres one rood. Bounded east by town

highway, west by Norwalk River ' coafe bancke,' north by Isacke More's

home-lot, south by Thomas Fitch's home-lot.

" Matthias Sention, Sr., bought of Mr. Steeile, of Farmington, wlio

man led the widow of Richard Seamer, four acres
;
granted in addition 1,

April 6, 1001, five acres. Bounded east by common land, west by town's

liigliway, north by Sanmel Hale's home-lot, now Robert Stewart's, south

by Matthew Camiield's home-lot.

" Ralph Keeiler, four acres one rood. Bouftded east by common and

neck fence, west by town highway.and Edward Nash's home-lot, north by

Richard Webb's home-lot, south by town highway and Edward Nash's

home-lot.

" Mr. Thomas Hanford, four acres. Bounded east by town's highway,

west by John Bowten s home-lot, north by town's highway, south by

John Ruscoe's home-lot.

" Nathaniel Campfield, five acres. Bounded east by common, west by

town's highway, north by Matthias Sention's home-lot, south by Richard

Olmsted's, that was Thomas Hale's home-lot.

'• Samuel Campfield (apparently in 1070), four acres. Bounded east by

Brooke swamp of common ground, west by common highway, north by

Ralph Keeler's home-lot, now Thomas Betts', south by John Piatt's home-

lot.

"Thomas Benedick, Sr. (recorded March 1, 1009-70, having possessed

it some years before), purchased of Mr. Hanford one acre one rood, of

John Rnscoe two roods, of John Bowten one rood,—four acres. Bounded

east by Mr. Hanford's and John Ruscoe's, west by John Bowten, north by

town highway, south by Richard Homes.
" Samuel Haies (two parcels, the last a piece of salt meadow in the

rear of the first), five acres. Bounded east (first) by common highway,

west hy ' the bancke,' north by conmion land, south by Ralph Keeler s

home-lot, that was Thomas Ward's salt meadow ; bounded east by bank

of said home-lot, west by ' Norwalk River coafe,' north by ' coafe of said

river up to the bancke,' so\ith by ' the creeke.'

" John Gregorie, Sr. (four acres granted, bought four acres of Stephen

Beckwith), eight acres. Bounded east by town highway, west by John

Baimond's, north by Mr. Hales' lot and John Benedict's lot that was George

Abbott's, south by highway running by ' the coafe bancke,' and John

Gregorie, Jr.'s.

" John Gregorie, Jr., received from John Gregorie, Sr., of the above,

one acre two roods.

" Richard 'Web, four acres. Bounded east by common land adjoining

the neck, west by town highway, north by Thomas Seamer's home-lot,

south by John Raymond's home-lot, that was Ralph Keeler's.

" Daniel Kellogg, four acres. Bounded east by Matthew Marvin, Jr.'s,

Matthew Marvin, Sr.'s, and Thomas Fitch, Sr.'s, home-lots, west by Jo-

seph Fenn's home-lot and a bank of common land, north partly by Na-

thaniel Richards' home-lot, and by the ' coafe-bancke,' south by town

highway.
" Matthew Marvin, Jr., three acres two roods. Bounded east by ' meet-

ing-h'ouse greene,' west by Daniel Kellogg's home-lot, north by Matthew

Marvin, Sr.'s, home-lot, south by town highway.

" Cliristopher Comstock, Jan. 27, ICGl (then of Fairfield), bought of

Thomas Betts, ' being then a planter inhabiting in Norwalke,' his ' house,

home-lot, etc., with halfe the land lying to the said house, laid out to said

Betts, or belonging to the accommodation of Nathaniel Eli' (^folio 13),

four acres. See ' Nathaniel Eli,' who sold this lot to Thomas Betts,

which Thonuis Betts, in lG(il, sold to Christopher Comstock.

" Ephraim Lockwood, Dec. 30, IGGl (folio 13), bought the home-lot

of Jonathan Marshe, ' For and in consideration of one mare and sucking

colt,' ' his howse with the shelfus, dress boards, etc.,' also ' the yards,

hovells, and tenn fruit-trees growing upon the orchard ; and also the

home-lot containing one aero more or less.' For boundaries see Jonathan

Marshe.

"Thomas Betts (bought Nathaniel Eli's home-lot; sold half to Christo-

pher Comstock ; also bought house and home-lot of Ralph Keeler ; re-

corded about lOGO), four acres. Bounded east by common upland, west

by common highway, north by John Keeler's home-lot, south by

Samuel Campfield's home-lot.

"Thomas Ward, of Norwalk (Sept, 1, 1GG5, sold to Ralph Keeler his

' dwelling howse and bowses, etc.,' reserving 'the workshop for the abode of

his wife, if she shall have occasion, till the 27th of September, lOOG,' said

Ward reserving to himself ' to lake away at his pleasure, the locks upon

the dwelling howse doares, and the younger-nursery trees, and twoe

boards lying upon the coUer beanies.' Folio 2). Bounilaries not given

save on the north, which is bounded by Jonathan Marshe.

" Thomas Benedict, Jr. (bought of Joseph Fenn, 1071, ' now home-

lot, lying by the side of the creeke or river called the Coafe'), four acres.

Bounded east by highway, leading to tlie point, west by ' Bancke of the

coafe,' north by Joseph Fenn's land adjoining to his home-lot, south by

cartway leading out of Daniel Kellogg's meadow.

"Richard Kaimond (inliabitaut of Salem, in the jurisdiction of Matta-

chusctts Bay, bought of Ralph Keeler, Oct. 20, 1G02, '.My howseing, con-

tained at present in my home-lott, or cow yard,' etc., ' the howse, flores,

doares. glasse windows, shelfes, or ought else necessarily fastened to-

gether'), four acres. Bounded east by Jolin Gregorie's lot that was

George Abbott's, west by common land, north of John Benedict's, that

was George Abbott's, south by ' A highway running to the sea bancke.'

" Jakin Greggorie (in IGGG, grant of home-lot upland and lowland),

four acres. Bounded eiist by common upland, west by common high-

way, north by common upland, south by Thomas Taylor's home-lot.

" Jolin Piatt, of Norwalk (bought of Thomas Lupton, March, 9, 1G65,

sold in 1074, to John Bowten), four acres. Bounded east by ' Reere of

Thomas Lupton's house-lot and Richard Homes', west by Matthias Sen-

tion's land, north by John Bowten's land, south by George Abtott's

land.

" John Crampton (' because ho was a souldier in the late Indian war,'

1079), three acres. Bounded east by highway, west by Samuel Bene-

dict's home-lot, north by Thomas Betts, Sr.'s, home-lot, south by James

Miller's home-lot.
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"Thonrns Fitcli, Jr. (May 20, 1071, Ijouglit of Samuel C'amfleld), home-

lot, flvo acres. Boiiiidcil ciutt by uiilaiid of tlui cominon, west by town

liigliway, north by .losepli Soiitioii'H lot, soutli by Itidianl 01iii»teirn.

'Samuel Smitli ('siiiiiie' to MattliiiW Marvin, Sr., hail givcin liiiii by

said Mai-vin, Aug. 20, 1074, folio (il, 'haflo my home-lot and halle my
orchard as it lyetli').

"Joseph Ketchum, six acres. Konnded cast by Ephraim Locliwood

and common land, west liy Tliomiis Taylor's honic-lot and conjmon land,

north by highway, south by James Picket's land.

"Thomas Taylor (homo-lot of upland and lowland, a.ji. 1070), four

acres. Bounded east by common land, west by common liighway, north

by Jakin Gregorie's.

" Robert Stewart (Jan. 22, 1074, bought the ' 2(10 poujid lot granted to

Eichard ISuslineH'). Bounded east by lands of Sanmel Cairilield, west

by lands of Samuel C'anifield, north by lands of Samuel Camtield, south

by common highway.

"John Ruscoe (original grant, ljut recorded Feb. i), 108.3), four acres.

Bounded cast by town highway, west by lot formerly Thomas Lnpton's,

north by Mr. llandford's home-lot, south by Richard Homes' home-lot.

" ' At a meetingo lieild the 27th of March, —05, granleil and voted unto

Tho. Belts ahonie-lott of four acres, lyinge next to Italpb Kecilcr's bonie-

lot, the said Tho. Belts having at the saied meetingo resigned that home-

lott lying by Will Ruscoe's unto the Towne's hands.'

"At the same meeting ' granted and voted unto Mstr. Ffeun that home-

lott lyine by Will Ruscoe's home-lott, -wliich Tho. Betts hatli resigned

up.'

"Thomas Benedict, Sr., in 1009, bought of Samuel C.impfield his house-

lot, granted him by tho town, between Thomas Betts and Ephraim Lock-

wood.

" Mr. Buckingham's home-lot, four acres. Bounded ea.st by land of

Thomas Betts and tbe common fence, west by town's highway, north by

home-lot of Tliomas Seamer, sontli by home-lot of heirs of John Ray-

mond, Sr., deceased. (Tho lot originally laid out to Richard Webb.)

"John Nashe (in 1088, a grant in tho rear of Robert Stewart's).

Bounded east by coumion land, west by Robert Stewart's home-lot.

" James Pickett (home-lot in 1072), four acres. Bounded cast by com-

mon land, the said lot taking in the water-brook, west by common high-

way, north by John Keeler's home-lot, that was Edward Ketcham's,

south by Judab Gregory's home-lot.

"Samuel Benedict (iu 1078, a home-lot upon Dry Hill), four acres.

Bounded east by highway that leads to said hill, west by town highway,

south by Thomas Benedict, Sr.'s, home-lot.

" John Benedict (in 1078, home-lot upon Dry Hill), four acres. Bounded

east and west by highway, north by Robert Stewart's lot, south by

Thomas Betts, Sr.'s, lot.

" Thomas Benedict, Jr. (home-lot between Rayle Hill and Strawberry

Hill), four acres. Bounded east by highway upon Strawberry Hill, west

by highway leading to the old common highway, north by Sunmel

Smith's lot, south by John Gregory, Sr.'s, lot.

"Joseph Piatt (recorded Jan. 11, 1090, grant of sixteen acres lying at

W. Rocks, west side of highway leading up to said Rocks). Bounded

partly by laud of James Miller, north by Ebenezcr Seution, west on

highway, south partly by land of Samuel Betts and James Miller.

" Samuel Smith (Feb. 20, 1080, grant of home-lot adjacent to Straw-

berry Hill), four acres. Bounded east by highway, west and north by

highwaj*, south by Thomas Benedict, Jr.'s, lot.

"Samuel Seution (May 12, 1082, bought home-lot of James Jupp), four

acres. Bounded east by John Gregoi-y, Sr.'s, lot and common land, west

by common land, north by John Bowten, Sr., that was George Abbott's,

south by highway running by tho ' Coafe Bancke,' said lot purchased by

Jupp of Richard Seamer.
" James Beebe (home-lot, fol. 58, between two hollows in the laud that

lies against Judah Gregory's and John lloyt's on the left hand of the

path or highway leading to the mill), two acres. Bounded east by path

or highway, west by the bank, north by a hollow and common laud,

south by a hollow and common land."*

* The several grants made to each person previous to the recording

—

about 1070 to 1090—are generally recorded together. Thus; after the

record of Rev. Mr. Hanford's home-lot, follow records of several pareels

of land granted to Mr. Uanford, e.g.:

Acres. Roods.

10 2 at Pine Hill and Soakatuck Plaine.

6 0 iu the Neck.

5 1 Nock and Fruitf\il Spring.

4 2 Coast Division.

DEEDS.

INDIAN DICED TO KOGEB LUDLOW.

[Ea«t Bide of NorwalU River
]

" A cojiyief of a deede of nuh: ma/Ie by Norwalko Iiidhtnii, unto ifanter

Roger Ludlowe, of Kairfielil, as followetli, 20th Febniary, VAO.

"An agreement niiule between the Inilians of .Norwaike and Roger

liiidlowe: it is agreed, that tbe Imlians of Norwaike, for and in omiii'i-

eraliou of eight fatliom of wampum, sixo coati«, tenn haUJietii, tcnii

hoes, tenn knifes, tenn sissois, tenn jewse harpen, tcnii fathom Tol>acko<',

three kettles of i^ixe hands aliout, tenn looking glasscn, have grantwl all

tho lands, meadows, i)asturinge, trees, whatsoever there is, and gronodit

betweene the two Rivers, the one called .Norwaike, the other Soakatuck,

to the middle of sayeil Rivers, from the sea a day's walkc into tho coun-

try ; to the sayed Roger Lmllowe, anil his heiis and assigncs for ever;

and that noe Indian or other shall challenge or claim any ground within

the sayed Rivers or linjits, nor disturli the sayed Roger, his heirs or a*-

signes, within tho precincts aforesaid. In witness whereof the i>artic«

thereunto have interchangeably sett their hands.

the ojai ko RoOF.K I,i ni/)WE.
" Witnesso

Tomakergo

Tlios. Ludlowo

Tokaueko

the marke of

/TV
Adam

till- iiiai Ue <»f

proscwumenos

tlie niarkc of

Mabachenio, Sachem

tbe marke.'

PLAN OF THE ANCIENT PLANTATION.

In the plan of tlie ancient settlement of Norwallc,

(see page 488), as drawn by the Rev. Edwin Hall in

3847, we find the ancient meeting-hou.se, thirty feet in

length and eighteen wide, with po.sts ten feet high,

and near by the house of Mr. Hanford, which Ralph

Keeler and AValter Haite agreed to build, and for

which Mathew Marvin, Jr., " undertook to lay in two

thousand good sufficient shinkles." There, too, are

the old parade-ground and the ancient country road

from Stamford to Fairfield.

In the assignment of the home-lots the leading men
were placed near the meeting-house, for here we find,

just north, on one side of the road, is the lot of Ma-
thew Marvin, Sr., with that of Nathaniel Ely, directly

opposite. Adjoining Nathaniel Ely, on the same side

of the street, lived Richard Olmstead, and opposite

was the lot of Thomas Fitch, which he bought of

Edmund Church in lOCk"). Here also are the dwell-

ings of Nathaniel Richards, Thomas Hales, Isack

More, and Nathaniel Ciimpbell. Southwest may be

seen the lots of Deacon Thomas Benedict, John Bow-
ton, Walter Haite, etc.

Acres. Roods.

1 0 Planting Field.

1 0 Jloadow.

2 0 Jleadow Field.

2 1 Other side of tho River.

5 0 Jleadow at Barren JIarsh.

4 2 Vjdand plain of the Meadows.

0 0 Out-meadow.

G 0 Neck Plauliug Field.

35 0 Saukatuck llill.

0 3 Indian Field.

4 0 Ra\le llill i^Hall).

And so on for all the original plauteiTS.

f These " copies" were recoixieJ in the book of deeds in tho year 1672.
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CHAPTER XLIX.
NORWALK (Continued).

SKETCHES OF THE ORIGINAL INHABITANTS.*

George Abbott, whose name heads the list of the

first white settlers of Norwalk, j^robably emigrated

from Dorchester, England, with his master. Doubt-

less he was a French refugee and a relative of the

Abboths of Andover, Mass. He was one of the first

Puritan settlers of Hartford. His name is not in the

catalogue of emigrants to America. It first appears

in the colonial records of Connecticut, 1640, as a ser-

restrictions imposed by the British government upon
those who had been in rebellion against kingly au-

thority. In 1648 he was at Ipswich, Mass. ; in 1651

he was an inhabitant of Norwalk. Here he resided

ten years, and removed to Fairfield; and the court

gave the inhabitants of that place liberty " to take in

a cohabitant with them, Robert Beacham, who lately

lived in Norwalk." March 29, 1655, he was appointed

by the people of this town field-gate keeper for the

year ensuing. Feb. 5, 1657, the town voted that he
should enjoy that parcel of laud lying between his

home-lot and " Coafe Bancke" as his own, under a

Sa7nfSaZea

MAP OF ANCIENT NORAVALK.

vant residing in Windsor. There he was fined for sell-

ing a " pystoll and powder to the Indians, and bound

to his good behavior." Eleven years later he was an

inhabitant of Norwalk. In 1672 he was the father of

seven children. He never held office. In 1690 he

had an estate of one hundred and twenty pounds. As
his name disappeared from the town records after

1644, he probably died about that date, aged about

seventy-four.

Robert Beacham, or Beauchamp, was in Ipswich,

Mass., 1648. Probably he left England, as many
others did, under an assumed name, to avoid the

* Contiibutea by W. S. Bouton, Esq.

'

condition. In the first property list he was taxed on

one hundi'ed and seventy-three jsounds. He was not

made an elector in Fairfield until 1664.

Stephen Beckwith,—or Beckett, as Hutton has

it,—aged eleven, was the youth pointed out as S. B.

in the records, who was brought to the colony of

Massachusetts in the ship "Francis," Cutting, master,

1634. His name appears in the colonial records in

1649, at which date he was twenty-six years of age,

and a resident of Hartford, from whence he emi-

grated to Norwalk. The town records do not show
that he owned a home-lot. His estate in 1673 was set

in the tax-list at five pounds; in 1690 he had in-
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creased the same to fifty pounds. It is believed that

a portion of his estate was situated in tlic town of

Fairfield. Probably he removed there with Beachain.

John Bouton, or Bowton, was one of the first orig-

inal inhabitants of Norwalk. His name is found

in Hutton's "History of Emigrants from 1600 to

1700." He, with about nine or ten others of the first

settlers of the town, though they came from England,

were French refugees. April, 1G35, at the age of

twenty, he embarked from Gravesend for the Massa-

chusetts colony, in the ship " Assurance," and landed

in Boston the following December. He resided in

Newtown and Watertown nearly sixteen years, and

then went to Hartford ; thence to Norwalk. His an-

cestors are authentically traced back to the latter part

of the twelfth century. He was a lineal descendant

of the Boutons of Chantilly, France, and a brother of

Noel, born 1636, who was the son of Nicholas, born

1598, who was a descendant of Jean Bouton, whose

name often aj^pears in the French annals.*

John Bouton was married when he came to Nor-

walk, and was the father of Richard and Bridget Bou-

ton. His wife died soon after his arrival here. His

second wife was Abigail Marvin, daughter of Ma-
tliew, by whom he had at least five children,—viz.

:

John, Mathew, Rachel, Abigail, and Mary. His third

Avife was the Widow Stevens, whose first husband was

killed in the "direful swamp-fight." By her he had
two sons,—Richard and Thomas, Richard by the

second wife being dead.

John Bouton was made freeman in 1664. He was
selectman in 1671, 1674, 1675, and 1679, and surveyor

also in 1669. In 1686 he was elected one of a commit-

tee to settle all differences between Fairfield and Nor-
walk about the " head-lynes," and elected to repre-

sent the town in the General Assembly from 1671 to

1683, and also in 1685. He was living in 1703 or

1704. He died at the age of about ninety.

Thomas Betts' name first appears in the records

of Norwalk in 1656. Probably ho arrived here about

1651 or 1652. He was living in Guilford in 1650.

Without doubt he was a brother of John, whose name
is also in the records of Guilford in 1648. At the

date of settlement in this town the brothers had been
in the colonies about twenty years, having arrived

about 1636 or 1637. There is a family tradition that

they came froin Buckingham, England. The late G.

W. Betts had a Bible said to have been owned by the

family in England, brought here by Thomas or John.
Thomas Betts was a representative from Norwalk to

the General Assembly in 1692, 1694, 1704, 1705, and
1707. He was an efficient member of the First

Church, and his descendants have always been noted
for their puritanical proclivities. His estate was set

in the list of 1687 at one hundred and ninety-six

pounds.

* He adv.inced the honors of his house, ami was cioated Marquis of

Chamilly and, 1703, marslial of France. See Dictionnaire des Genfireaux
Franyais, in the Astor Library, city of New York.

32

Benedict,—the order of the Benedictw, or benwJic-

tion, a blessing. Thomas I5enedict, 8r., wax a lineal

descendant of William iJenedict, who resided in Not-

tingham, England, in the year 1500. Thorna.s liene-

dict, of Norwalk, of the fourth generation, from Wil-

liam, was also born in Nottingham in 1617. Jic

emigrated to New England at tlie age of twenty-one,

and settled in Massacliusetts. From thence he re-

moved to iSoutlihoid, L. 1. In 1()65, Tlionias Bene-

dict and family crossed Long Island Sound and settled

in Norwalk. He was thrice chosen town clerk, and

for several years selectman. He represented his

adopted town in the colonial Legislature in 1670 and

1675. He was elected deacon of " ye I'rime Society"

of Norwalk. Thomas Benedict, Sr., of Norwalk, is

the progenitor of the numerous family of that name
in this country. He died in 1690, aged seventy-three

;

his widow lived to the age of one hundred and six.

Francis Bushnell was a carpenter. At the age of

twenty-six he left England in the ship " Planter," for

New England with his wife, aged twenty-six, and one

child, aged one year, April 4, 1635. He carried with

him to the port from whence he sailed a certificate

that he was no "subsedy man." In 1653 he arrived

in Norwalk. Oct. 12, 1675, he married Hannah Ley-

man, daughter of Thomas, for his second wife, by

whom he had at least two children,—viz., Hannah
and Mary. His estate in 1693 was nominal. He
seems not to have been a member of the church, and

never held office.

Matthew Canfield, or Campfield, was in New Haven
in 1646. His name is not in the history of emigrants,

nor is it known at what date became to North Amer-
ica. Probably he did not arrive until 1643 or 1644.

He was a magistrate and judge in Hartford, and a

prominent man in all official business. He was one

of the signers of a petition to King Charles II. of

England for the colony. In 1662 he was appointed

one of three to hold courts in Fairfield. He was

made a citizen of Norwalk in 1654, and elected a

deputy in 1654—56, assistant in 1658-63, deputy in

1664, and deputy commissioner. He removed from

Norwalk to New Jersey in 1669.

Christopher Comstock was a resident of Fairfield,

about ten years after the settlement of Norwalk.

Probably he came from Hartford to Fairfield, though

it is evident that he was not one of the ct)lony who
founded that settlement. It is not now known when
he arrived in America, or where he resided in old

England. He probably, on his way from Boston or

its vicinity, tarried a short time in the Hartford

colony to prospect. From thence he proceeded to

Fairfield, anil after spending a few years in that town

removed to Norwalk, for on Jan. 27, 1661, Christopher

Comstock, then living in the former place, bt)ught of
" Thomas Betts land laid out to said Betts or belong-

ing to the accommodation of Nathaniel Ely." Lat<'r.

in 1663, he married Hannah, daughter of Richard

Piatt, of the town of !Milibrd, by whom he had six
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children. In 1673 his estate was rated at one hundred

and forty-six pounds and in 1690 at two hundred and

one pounds. He was approved of to " kepe an ordi-

nary for tlie entertaining of strangers." He was a

sergeant of tlie town militia, was of puritanic stock,

and his descendants have ever been noted for their

attachment to the religious principles of their ances-

tors. He died Dec. 28, 1702.

John Crompton was also one of those who came to

Norwalk after the settlement of the town. He came

to America from England between 1623 and 1638.

He came here about 1655 or 1656, and married Sarah

Rockwell, of Stamford, Oct. 8, 1676, by whom he had

three children, viz., Sarah, Abigail, and John, born

Jan. 7, 1682. In 1679 he was voted three acres of

land " because he was a souldier in the late Indian

war." He was the owner of but a small property.

He never held office in the town.

Joseph Fenn came to Norwalk probably in 1654 or

1655. March 27, 1665, in " town-meeting it was

voted unto Mstr Ffenn that home-lot lyine by Will

Eascoe's home-lot, which Thomas Betts hath resigned

up." Joseph probably was a brother of Richard, who
was living " over the river at ye Plantacion ag't James

Cittie," Virginia.

Several emigrants named Ely came to the British

colonies as early as 1622. In the parish record of

"St. Michael's, Barbadoes," appear the names of

James Ely and wife, with three children and thirteen

slaves. February, 1623, Walter Ely was living in Vir-

ginia. The parish muster shows that he and wife

settled there in 1622. One Eelie, aged fourteen, came

to Virginia, which then included New England, in

the " Primrose," having been examined as to his

" conformitie to the Church of England." The name

in the records is also spelt Ella, Eeles. All of them

embarked at Gravesend, England, and were doubtless

all branches of the same family. It has been thought

that Nathaniel Ely was an offspring of one of the

families named, and that he was born in America.

But this is a mistake, for Nathaniel did not emigrate

to this country until 1635, while the other persons of

the name arrived in the colonies from ten to fifteen

years prior to the latter date.

Nathaniel Ely's name first appears in the colonial

records of New England as a resident of Hartford in

1635. He landed in Boston, probably late in the fall

of that year, and went directly to Hartford, where he

remained about sixteen years, and was constable in

1639. From thence he removed to Norwalk in 1650,

having been one of the fourteen persons who agreed

with Rodger Ludlow for the "settlement and plan-

tinge" of the town, the agreement being dated June

19, 1650. He removed from Norwalk to Springfield,

Mass., about 1660. His estate was set in the tax-list

at two hundred and ninety-three pounds,—no mean

sum for those times.

Thomas Fitch probably came to America with his

brothers Joseph and James, who crossed the ocean in

the ship "Defense," which sailed from the port of

London, England, in July, 1635. Although his name
does not appear in the list of emigrants with those of

Joseph and James, it is conjectured that he came to

the colonies, as others did, under an assumed name.

He was a follower of Cromwell in the civil war against

Charles I., and after the accession of Charles II. was
proscribed for his disloyalty towards his government.

Dr. Nathaniel Bouton says Thomas was a younger

brother of Joseph and James, but it is a mistake.

Joseph was the youngest of the three brothers. His

name is set in the register as being only fourteen

when he embarked for North America. Joseph set-

tled in AVidson, and James (the minister) was pastor

of the church in Saybrook, and afterwards was settled

over the church in Norwich.

There were a numerous family of the Fitches, or

Fittz, in Buching and vicinity, Essex Co., England.

Five or six of the name emigrated to James City, Va.,

as early as 1618 or 1620.

Thomas Fitch was not among the first settlers of

Norwalk. He was made freeman in 1657, in 1659

selectman, and town-clerk or recorder of lands in

1656. He represented the town in the General As-

sembly but once before he was seventy, after which

age he served in 1726, 1727, 1729, and 1730. He was
the largest tax-payer in the town in 1673. His estate

was assessed at three hundred and fourteen pounds.

Three brothers by the name of Gregory, or Greg-

gorie, sailed from London for Virginia,—viz., Ben-

jamin, Alexander, and Thomas. The latter two are

recorded as being respectively twenty-four years of

age. They may have been cousins, but it is more
probable that they were twin-brothers. Benjamin

was but fifteen when he left Gravesend, England, in

the ship " Globe," in August, 1635. Alexander em-

barked from the same port in October, 1631, and Ben-

jamin in 1635. Others of the name are found in the

colonial records. John was a brother, if I am not

mistaken, of the above named. It is not known when
he left the mother-country. His name first appears

in the annals of this town as one of the original in-

habitants. He represented Norwalk nine times in

the Legislature at its May sessions, and eight times

at its October sessions.

Nathaniel Haise, of Norwalk, of whom the records

are almost silent, was among the original settlers of

the town. His origin, or from whence he came to

this country heretofore, was unknown to the historians

of Noi-walk. The record of emigrants shows that

"Anto" Haies, aged twenty-four, embarked from

England, August, 1635, in the ship " Safety," for the

British colonies in North America. James, aged

twenty-eight, left the same place, October, 1635, in

the " Constance." John, aged thirty, sailed in the

"Hopewell," June, 1634; and Robert, aged nineteen,

March, 1635. William Haise, aged twenty-four, who
left Gravesend in April, 1635, in the ship " Paul," of

London, probably was a cousin of the above named.
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all of whom were inliabitants of St. Katherine and

vicinity.

Nathaniel Haisc was a man of good estate. In

1687 lie was taxed on two hundred and fifteen pounds.

He held no j)ul)lic office, but Samuel, his oldest son,

represented the town in the General Assembly from

1686 to 1703,—in all fifteen times.

Walter Hoyt, or Halt, was descended from a not

very numerous family of that name in "Ilminster or

Curry-Rivel, county of Somerset, England." The
family history claims that he was a son of Simon,

whose name first appeared in this country in 1629, as

being in Salem, Masi. It is also found in the records

of Dorchester of 1630, in those of Scituate of 1634,

and in those of Windsor of 1639, where it is recorded

as deacon of the church in that place. Walter could

not have been the son of Simon ; he must have been

his younger brother. It cannot be sliown that Walter

came to America before 1639 or 1640, at which date

Simon had been in the Massachusetts colony ten

years or more. Walter was living in Windsor with

his wife and three children in 1640, at which date he

could not have been more than twenty-two years of

age. Simon came here quite young; so it is con-

cluded that he could not have had a son at that date

old enough to be the father of three children.

Walter Hoyt removed from Windsor to Hartford,

thence to Fairfield, and settled in this town in 1652

or 1653. He was dej^uty from Norwalk to the Gen-

eral Assembly of Connecticut twelve times, and held

various offices in the gift of the peo2:)le of the town.

He was, in 1690, the possessor of an estate taxed at

two hundred and forty pounds. He died in Norwalk,

aged about seventy-seven.

Samuel and Thomas Hales, brothers, left England
for this country in 1633. Samuel, before he removed

to Norwalk, resided for a period in Eoxbury, Mass.

He went thence to Hartford, Conn., thenc(! to Nor-

walk. He represented the town in the General As-

sembly in 1650, 1657, and 1660. Thomas left no offi-

cial record whatever. The brothers were owners of

considerable real estate in 1655. In 1673 they are not

mentioned as having any estate. Probably they re-

moved from the town some time before the assessment

of 1673 was laid.

Between 1623 and 1635 eighteen of the name of

Homes, or Holmes, emigrated from England to the

British colonies in America. Of this number was
Richard Holmes, who left the port of London in Feb-
ruary, 1734, in the ship "Hopewell," Thomas Wood,
master, and in the year 1657 settled in Norwalk. Octo-

ber 12th of this year Holmes came from Stratford to

this town, and bought of Alexander Bryan, of Mil-

ford, the home-lot formerly owned by Thomas Smith.

In March, 1663, Holmes bought all the property of

Stephen Beckwith in Norwalk. His estate was taxed

in 1673 at one hundred and fifty pounds. In 1676 he
was the father of two cliildren. In 1678 the town
granted him liberty to erect a saw-mill upon Five-

Mile River. He never held any official position in

the town.

Heretofore it has been uncertain from what part of

England the Rev. Mr. Ifanford emigrated. In April,

1635, a person named Eglin Haiif'ord, aged forty-six,

witli two daugliters, embarked on the sliip " Planter"

for New England. He carried witli liim to tlie port

of departure a "certificate of the minister of Ludbu-

rie, in Suffiallc County, of his conformitie to the or-

ders and disciplin of the Cliurch of England, and

that he is no subsedy man, and that he hatli taken

the oath of v^^llegance supreme." It is very proba-

ble that Rev. Mr. Hanford .was the son of Eglin. As
there were no educational institutions of learning of

a higher order in this country at the date of his emi-

gration, may he not have left his son Thomas in Old

England to finisli his education, or until they were

provided here? Cotton Mather says Rev. Mr. Han-
ford was one of the class of ministers who, not having

finished their education at home, came over here to

perfect it before our college was come to maturity to

bestow its laurels. Probably he did not arrive in

America until 1638-39.

Mr. Hanford completed his coui'se under Rev. Mr.

Charles Chauncey, of Scituate, second jjresident of

Harvard College, about 1643. The same year his

name stands in the list of all those jjersons able to bear

arms in the Plymouth colony, and this j'ear also he

witnessed the will of Edward Foster, of Scituate.

He was made freeman in Massachusetts, INIay 22,

1650, Two years later he commenced to i>reach in

this town. In 1653 the selectmen contracted for the

building of his house, and in 1656 the inhabitants voted

to pay him as their minister "threescore pounds,

—

viz., thirty pounds in wheat, peas, and barley, at four

shillings per bushel, eight pounds in , and the other

twenty-two pounds in beefe and pork." In 1670 the

town voted to "hire a man to make a comely cover

for Mr. Hanford's desk in the meeting-house at the

town's expense." In his advanced age (1686) the

people voted that they " desire Mr. Hanford to pro-

ceed, though grown old in the work of the ministry,

until the Lord shall dispose of him." " Winncpauk,

an Indian, of Norwalk, in 1697 deeded to his friend

Thomas Hanford, minister, his island against Rower-

ton." The name of his wife is now unknown. He
married the second time in New Haven, Oct. 22, 1661.

Mr. Hanford had the largest estate of any of the in-

habitants of the town. He died in Norwalk in 1693,

aged about seventy-three or seventy-four.

Daniel Kellogg was one of the first inhabitants of

this town, though he may not have arrived until the

spring of 1&51. His home-lot adjoined Matthew
Marvin's, Thomas Fitche's, and Joseph Feun's. In

1655, he "took to witte Bridget Bouton," daughter of

John Bouton, Sr., by his first wife, by whom he had

four daughters and two sons at least, David and

Samuel, He was chosen townsman several times,

and represented Norwalk eight years in the Greneral
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Assembly, between 1670 and 1683. His estate in

1673 was listed at one hundred and twenty-five

pounds. It is more than probable that Daniel

Kellogg was a brother of Nathaniel Kellock and

Joseph Keldy, both of whom were living in Farm-

ington in 1649 and 1654.

Thomas Lupton was assigned a home-lot with the

first emigrants of Norwalk, but did not arrive until

a year later. It is not known whom he married. He
was the father of two children, and probably had
others. He was selected in 1668 to " look after the

young people in the meeting-house" on the Sabbath.

Doubtless he was a brother of Davie, who left Eng-

land, October, 1635, and Joseph, who sailed July,

1635. His estate was listed in 1687 at one hundred

and fifty pounds.

Ephraim Lockwood was without doubt a brother

or other relative of Capt. Nicholas, who made several

trips to Virginia. It is not impossible that Ephraim
came to America as a hand on the ship commanded
by the captain. He married, June 8, 1665, Mercie

Sention, daughter of Mathias Sr., of Norwalk, by

whom he had five sons, viz., John, Daniel, Ephraim,

Joseph, and Eliphalet. His estate was set in the list

of 1687 at one hundred and twenty pounds.

Ralph Keeler and his brother Walter came from

the port of London, England, to the colonies in 1635

or 1636. Ralph was in Hartford in 1639, and a

viewer of chimneys there in 1645. In September,

1665, Thomas Hand sold him his " dwelling-house

and houses, reserving the workshop for the abode of

his wife till the 27th of September, 1666, also reserv-

ing the locks upon the dwelling-house doares, and
the younger nursery trees, and two boards lying upon
the coller beams." Dec. 18, 1653, he was one of the

contractors to build Rev. Mr. Hanford's house. He
was to " fell all the timber and hewe what is to be

hewe." His estate in 1673 was set in the list at fifty-

three pounds.

Mr. Savage doubts if there was such a person as

Walter, but the name occurs in the list of the first

emigrants to Norwalk. If Mr. Savage had been the

possessor of the records of this and other towns, he

would not have had so many doubts about those

whom it was his business to have known.

Mathew Marvin, Marvyn, or Marvynn, came to

New England with his family in the fall of 1635,

having left Gravesend in April of that year. The
record of his family is given by Hutton, viz., Mathew,
aged thirty-five, Elizabeth, aged thirty-one, husband

and wife; children, Elizabeth, aged thirteen; Mathew,
eight; Maria, six; Sarah, three; Hannah, six months.

All of them came in the ship " Increase," Lea, master,

the husband having taken the oath of " Allgeanse and
Supremacie" "conformable to the government and
disciplin of the Church of England." Mathew
Marvin was in Hartford in 1639, and seems to have

been one of the early proprietors. He had other

children born in Hartford,—viz., Abigail, Samuel,

Rachel. While a resident of that place he was

plaintiff in a case against Mathew Beckwith for

defamation of character, and recovered damages in

the sum of fifty pounds. The same was remitted by

the court and plaintiff on Beckwith's making a public

retraction of the slander.

Marvin and family, it seems, came to Norwalk in

1651, having followed the first emigrants, and may be

said to have been of the original number. His home-

lot joined the meeting-house yard and Daniel Kel-

logg's and Thomas Fitche's. He was deputy from

Norwalk in 1654, and assistant magistrate in 1659.

He was the possessor of a large estate in 1673, Svhich

had doubled in 1687.

Isaac More sailed from Gravesend, England, at

the age of thirteen, in the " Increase," Lea, master,

under the guardianship of Mathew Marvin, with

whom he went to Hartford, and from thence removed

to Norwalk. In 1660 he sold his home-lot to Mark
Sention. April, 1654, Goodman More was chosen

townsman for the ensuing year. In 1657, Isaac

More, with three others, provided a good and suffi-

cient " wolfe-pit." Whom he married and when he

died are not now known. He owned and resided on

property on what is known as Marshall Street, in this

city, and was a lineal descendant of Danver, who
settled in this town in 1651.

Isaac More was living in Farmington in 1649,

and was presented to the court " for sergeant by the

souldgers," and was approved. In 1665 the court

" frees Moi-e from training, he having been formerly

chief-officer of the Train Band" of that place.

Widow Morgan's name is in the list of the first emi-

grants, and this is all that is known of her, if the state-

ments of others are to be taken. Savage, in his history

of emigrants, says she was a myth. She may have

been to him, for he doubts if her name is to be found

anywhere in the records of Norwalk. But it is there,

and Mr. Savage or anybody else may read, if he be

disposed to. Widow Morgan probably married after

her settlement here, but whom is not known, as the

old church records were destroyed" in the Revolution-

ary war. Or she may have died in the town soon after

its settlement.

Jonathan Marsh,—or as it is in list of emigrants,

Jno.—aged twenty-six, embarked in the " Plain

Joan," Bucham master, for Virginia in May, 1635.

He was probably from the parish of Benendon,

county of Kent. He brought " Attestacon of his con-

formitie to the order and disciplin of the Church of

England." No trace of him is to be found after his

arrival here until he appears in Norwalk. In 1657 he

owned real estate here, situated and bounded by the

river ; and engaged to build a corn-mill ; and he was

to have upland adjoining the mill. In 1658, Good-

man Marsh " agreed to attend the town 3 days in the

week. These days he is to attend that he may fetch

and carry corn to the mill." This is all that is known

of his history in England and America at present.
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Eichard and John Olmstedd were the brother and

nephew of James. James came to New England
" Plantacon there p Cert : from Capten Mason, have

tendred and taken the oath of allegeancc according

to the Statute." Both emigrated from Braintrce,

county of Essex, Enghmd, June, 1632. Eichard and

his brother John probably came to the colonies under

assumed names, as the name of neither is found in the

catalogue of emigrants in which that of James ap-

pears. After the death of James his executors, desir-

ous to carry out that which they conceived to be his

wish, gave to his "kynsman," Eichard and John Olm-

stedd, five pounds each.

Eichard was one of the petitioners for the planting

of Norwalk. He was prominent in all the public af-

fairs, and was the first representative of the town in

the General Assembly, having been fourteen times

elected to that position. He was a sergeant of the mi-

litia in 1653, and lieutenant of the company in 1659.

He was in Hartford in 1640, constable in 1646, and

deputy in 1662 and 1663. He removed to this jilan-

tation in 1650, and was one of three appointed by the

court to run the lines between Stamford and Strat-

ford. His home-lot was bounded by land of Thomas
Hale and Nathaniel Ely. He was appointed, Feb. 21,

1670, selectman of the town. In 1673 he was the pos-

sessor of a moderate estate taxed one hundred and

nineteen pounds.

Joseph Piatt was a French refugee. He did not

settle in Norwalk until about 1699, at which date he

received a grant of sixteen acres lying at West Eocks.

Feb. 21, 1698, the town " Granted unto Joseph Piatt,

as he was a souldier out in the service against the

common enemie, the town, as a gratification for his

good service, do give and grant unto him ten acres of

land, to take it up a mile from the town, and wheare it

lyes free nor yet pitcht upon by any other persons."

Dec. 16, 1713, " Capt. Josei)h Piatt was one of a com-

mittee to make a settlement of a highway or road to

Eidgefield. He had only one son,—viz., John.

Joseph Piatt represented Norwalk in the General

Assembly a period of sixty-five years, or from 1705

to 1790. He has no list of jjroperty, either in 1673 or

1687. As he was styled the " Worshipful," the infer-

ence might be drawn that he was exempt from taxa-

tion, in view of services rendered to his constituents.

Nathaniel Eiehards sailed from the mother-country

for New England in the same ship in which James
and Eichard Olmstead crossed the Atlantic, June,

1632, he also having a certificate from " Capten Ma-
son" that he had taken the oath according to the stat-

ute. He was of Mr. Hooker's company at Newtown,
Cambridge, 1632. He was one of the proprietors of

the Hartford company, as his name appears in the

records of that town in 1635. He was juryman there

in 1643, 1644, and 1646, and constable in 1641 and

1649, orderer of the town in 1644, and a deputy to

the General Assembly in 1643. He probably came to

the Norwalk colony some time during 1651. In 1664,

Mr. Richards bought Jonathan Marsh's mill and all

the land adjoining it. He was elected selectman Feb.

21, 1()70. He never represented this towii in the col-

onial Legislature. He had an estate in 1673 of two

hundred and sixty-eight pounds. In 1687 his name
is not in the table of estates; hence it is concluded

that he died between 1673 and 1687, aged about sixty-

two years. His descendants have always been noted

for their steady and industrious liabits.

John Eusco, son of William and Eebecca Eusco,

husband and wife and four children—viz., Sara,

Maria, Samuel, and William (aged one year)
—

" im-

barked in ye ' Increase' from London, April, 1635,

for New England. They were certificated as from

Billerway, county of Essex, by the Minister of ye

first that William Eusco, husbandman, was no Sub-

sedy man." After due investigation it is concluded

that John Eusco was a son of William, born in this

country within a year or two after their arrival in

Boston, early in the fall of 1635. Although John's

name stands in the catalogue of the first emigrants,

he could not have been over thirteen or fourteen years

of age. Probably he came to this town with the older

settlers. As his home-lot was not set off" to him, but

had transferred to him that which was formerly set

off to another, his grant was not one of the original

few,—it was not recorded until 1683, while the other

original grants were recorded about 1665 or 1670.

William Eusco, at this date, lived in Norwalk, as

Mr. Fcnn's home-lot was next William Rusco's.*

From 1673 to 1687 his estate had increased from one

hundred and fifty to two hundred and fifty pounds.

Eichard Eaymond's name first appears in the

records of Norwalk in 1654. He was, no doubt, a

French refugee, and may have come to North Amer-

ica under an assumed name, as there is no record of

his departure from England. August, 1635, one

Arthur Eaymond, aged twenty, sailed from London

in the " Lofty," Graunt, master, for Virginia. It is

conjectured that Arthur was a brother of Eichard,

whose name appears in the records as an inhabitant

of this town. He removed to Norwalk from Salem,

Mass., and from here to Saybrook. In 1662 he was

living at Massachusetts Bay, at which date he "'bought

of Ealph Iveelcr his housings, home-lott, or barn-

yard, and the house, flores, doars, glasse windows,

shelves, everything fastened together,—four acres."

It seems he returned to Norwalk, as in 1677 he em-

powered Thomas Betts to recoid all his lands to the

children of his son John by Maiy Raymond, his

present wife, the year before this transaction. John,

his son, seems to have borne all the family honoi-s.

His estate was taxed (1690) at two hundred pounds.

He " tooke to wift'e," Dec. 10, 1664, Mary, daughter

of Thomas Betts, by whom he had two sons,—John,

who died when a child, and John (2d), born nine

years later.

* See Hull, imgo C9.
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St. John, Matthias, and Matthew Sension probably

emigrated from Huntingdon, England. It seems that

Matthias came to Norwalk a short time previous to

the arrival of Matthew. It is conjectured that the

St. Johns of Norwalk were descendants of Attorney-

General St. John, who married a relative of Oliver

Cromwell and followed his fortunes during his reign.

The only ground for the conjecture is the fact that

the attorney was of the same name. When the

brothers settled in America is not known, though it

is believed they preceded Nicholas Sension, aged

thirteen, who sailed from London, April, 1635, in the

"Elizabeth and Ann Roger," Cooper, master, under

the protection of Jo. Whitney, who came in the same

ship with his five children, aged respectively eleven,

nine, eight, six, and one, all of whom brought with

them a certificate that they were "no subsedy" men.

Matthias' name is among the original settlers of

the town, and March 5, 1657, he was one of them
"to make a sufficient wolf-pett." Matthias, Savage

thinks, was a myth ; but he was in Dorchester in

1639 and a juryman at Hartford in 1643 and 1644.

Otherwise the brothers were not jDrominent in public

aflfairs.

Several of the Webb family emigrated to this

country in the early part of the sixteenth century.

Richard embarked for Virginia from Gravesend, Eng-

land, in the " Primrose," July, 1635. He was of the

number of more than one hundred who took the

oaths of "Allegeance and Supremacie," and "fetch

ofi" by Mr. Secretary Windebanks' warrant." Pro-

bably the men were political rebels, and were obliged

to take a special oath to the home government. He
is reputed to have been living at Cambridge in 1632.

The date of his departure from England disproves

that he was in the country in that year. His name
appears in the records as juryman at Hartford in

1648 and 1644, and selectman in 1643 and 1644.

About this time he was fined for not appearing at the

appointed hour for the sitting of the court. In

1640 he was one of the executors of the will of James
Olmstead, and was deputy from Norwalk fourteen

times, from 1653 to 1679.

When or how Thomas Seamer, or Seymore, came to

the colonies, or his origin in the old country, is not

now known. There is a good reason for the prevalent

opinion that he was a French refugee who escaped

into England, and soon thereafter emigrated to

North America and was a member of the Hartford

colony, as it appears that Richard, a brother, was lo-

cated there in 1639 to 1646 at least. In 1690 he pos-

sessed an estate set in the list at one hundred and
eighty-four pounds. He was never honored by his

fellow-townsmen with responsible official positions.

CHAPTER L.

NORWALK (Continued).

UNPUBLISHED TRADITIONAL FACTS IN THE HIS-

TORY OF NORWALK.*

Traditions—Eeniiniscences—One Hundred Years Ago—The Burning of

Norwalk—The Indian City of Naramake and its Founders—Pampas-

keshank—Incidents of the Revolution—The Norwalk Indians—Indian

Cemeteries—Tlie Cannibals of Norwalk.

The first white emigrants to New England, though

educated under despotic laws in the Old World, in

the New adopted a system of town organizations,

simple, pure, and natural, relative to property, edu-

cation, and equal rights. Those town republics sowed

the seed which brought forth republican government

on this continent. Their codes of laws are the votes

found upon the records of those ancient towns, and

framed to maintain the peace and union of those

local rejiublics, and to preserve the " liberty of civil

affiiirs." The first ancestors of Norwalk established

one of those republics in this town in 1651.

The tourist, to fully appreciate the scenery of this lo-

cality, should sail down Long Island Sound and tra-

verse the range of hills stretching from the Rocks,

north, to the country "butted on the sea" south.

These outlooks are the most picturesque in Connecti-

cut.

The first emigrants to Norwalk, in their journey-

ings hither, passed through the interior of the coun-

try, to avoid crossing the numerous deep rivers which

empty into the Sound. From the rocks north of

France Street they first beheld the land of their

adoption, and were delighted with its hills and vales

and running brooks. On the night of their arrival

the company ate and slept beneath their shadows. .

At early morn they proceeded southwiu-d to take pos-

session of the rude log houses built by the few pio-

neers who had preceded them. The early emigrants

were not without some culture. The old town records

show that every man of them could write well, and

they had legislative, executive, and judicial capacity,

and the ability to organize the town's finances and to

marshal the people into "training-bands" for the com-

mon defense.

Three classes of emigrants from England settled in

this town. The first were nonconformists; the sec-

ond, "subsidy men;" the third, those who were dis-

tasteful to the ruling powers, and who were transported

as rebels or left England under assumed names. Half

the first colonists of the town were of the first ; the re-

mainder—excepting Richard Webb, who was carried

on shipboard, "fetched ofi" by Secretary Windebank's

warrants"—were of the second.

Though nearly all the early settlers of Norwalk em-

barked from England, yet they were not all of Anglo-

Saxon blood. After the revocation of the Edict of

Nantes thousands of the best people of France fled to

* Contributed by W. S. Bouton, Esq.



NORWALK. 495

England, and the government received them with

open arms and encouraged their emigration to her

colonies in North America. Our firwt ancestors were

about equally divided between the Gaul and Saxon,

all of whom were imbued with the Saxon ideas of

civil and religious liberty and an enlightened view of

justice.

The ancient records of the town do not show a

single instance of special or class legislation. Their

every act was based upon the broadest principles of a

government by and for the people. If the common
land was to be apportioned, or the cattle to roam in

the common fields, or tlie wheat-fields to be guarded

or fenced, the rights of the poorest persons were as

sacredly protected as those of Governor Fitch or the

wealthiest man in the plantation. Our ancestors, in

their difficulties with Fairfield and Stamford, instead

of an armed defense, instructed their deputies to the

General Court to come to a "loving and neighborly

issue and agreement," and, if not accepted, then the

cases were to be taken into the court. There may be

powers that object to this sort of diplomacy because

of its puritanical or scrij^tural origin.

REMINISCENCES.

The first white settlers of Norwalk located on the

plain east of the river, near Old Fort Point, upon
which they reared log houses and a block-house, or

fort, for common defense. Our ancestors were often

summoned from their labors in the fields to disperse

the Indians, whose only object, apparently, was to

purloin the Indian jDuddings which the women were

making.

The savages found within the purchases made in

1640 and 1650 were only remnants of tribes which
once inhabited the country around and east of the

Connecticut River, and probably other localities.

They had been overpowered and driven from the

gi-aves of their ancestors by other more numerous
and more warlike tribes, portions of whom had taken

up their abode about Norwalk Eiver, and whom the

first settlers named the Norwalk Indians. On this

point we are not left entirely to tradition. That the

Indians, probably less than a hundred, who lived here

were from various tribes is evident from the facts that

many of their implements found in the Old Indian

Field were made of various kinds of stone, none of

Avhich are to be found within the limits of the town,

that the rude earthen bowls found in some of their

graves were made of red clay, and that their modes of

burial were diverse.

The early colonists had not been very successful in

bringing the aborigines into their views of govern-

ment previous to the settlement of the town. But the

members of the Norwalk colony, many of whom had
been in the country from sixteen to thirty years, had
learned much of the Indian character. As time passed

they more fully comprehended the principle of liberty

which they had manfully battled for in the Old World,

and this made them more successful than others had

been in tiieir efforts to civilize tlie In'lians.

(Jur ancestors partook of tiie uneasiness rife among
the colonists in 16G0, and appealed to the General

Court to settle tJieir "differences." Tliey also diis-

ciplined the militia and appointed Tlioma-s Fitch to

watcli the Indians; and that is about all there was of

it, for the Norwalk Indians, though at times trouble-

some, were never warlike. We have searched the

ancient records, and have not found an instance of a

Norwalk Indian's injuring any of the white inhabit-

ants. Nor is there any evidence that they were in

the direful swamp-fight in 1677 as enemies, though

there is indirect testimony that some of them accom-

panied those who enlisted for that service from this

town.

The early fathers brought witli them all the Anglo-

Saxon traits of energy, perseverance, industry, patriot-

ism, and indomitable will, controlled by the fear of

God. Their mission was peace and good-will to all

men
;

they warred only when necessity required.

Their policy towards the red man was the same aa

that pursued by William Penn. They first taught

them to plow and plant and reap the fruits of their

labor, and made it an offense even to trespass upon

their grounds. Then they taught them who that

Great Spirit was whom their fathers had ignorantly

worshiped.

Until this time our ancestors had generally enjoyed

peace. But they were now called upon to face King
Philip, a personal foe of the English, who had excited

his own tribe and his neighbors to a general rising

against the whites. The town now contained less than

fifty white men, five of whom volunteered towards

filling the quota pledged by the Connecticut colony

to chastise the Narragansetts, who, in violation of

their treaty obligations, were secretly assisting Philip

to lay waste with fire and tomahawk all the settle-

ments of the colonists. Only the suddenness of the

blow saved the settlements from extermination.

In 1774 the Indians had nearly disappeared from

the town
;
only nine remained. In 1790 there were

none. Probably a few of them removed to other

localities, but that nearly all the tribe died here is

evident from the numerous shell-graves found in the

Old Field.

Fifty years ago a descendant of the tribe came to

view the graves of his ancesters. As he stood on Flax

Hill his great height, broad shoulders, and Indian

costume, in the absence of the men, frightened the

women and children of the neighborhood. It was

just before the close of day. lie turned to the north,

to the east, to the south, then towards the setting sun,

as if to converse with the Great Spirit. Then he de-

parted. Whence he came and whither he went no

one could tell.

The charge, oft repeated, that our fathers were cruel

and exacting in their dealing-s with the Indians of

Norwalk is without foundation. All the facts in their
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history show that they were governed by Christian

and patriotic principles in their intercourse with

them. To be sure, they resented every encroach-

ment upon their civil rights with patriotic fervor.

And their mantles have fallen upon their descend-

ants, as more than a hundred battle-fields in the his-

tory of the town during the past two hundred years

bear witness.

In the French war there was no lack of patriotism

on the part of the people of the town. Upon receiv-

ing information that a battalion of regulars was to be

quartered here, the people in town-meeting voted to

tax themselves for their support. Many of them

joined the army and were at the reduction of Louis-

burg, July 25, 1758.

In the Revolutionary war the inhabitants also met

in town-meeting and called upon all the able-bodied

men to exert tliemselves to fill up the battalions or-

dered by the Continental Congress
;
they provided for

the support of the families of those who should enlist.

They closed their appeal in the following quaint lan-

guage: "That the virtuous sons of liberty cheerfully

and readily engage in said service, so that peace and

rest may once more be restored to the United States

of America, by means whereof this meeting have

reason, by the blessing of God, to expect the same

may be effected."

The aged people are familiar Avith the name of Capt.

Ketcham, who in the last war with England, at the

battleof Niagara, captured Gens. Drummond and Rial,

ofiicers of the British troops, and their suites, and con-

ducted them to the rear of the American lines, which

event, more than any other, contributed to the suc-

cess of our arms on that day. Who is not also familiar

with the name of Frank Gregory, who Headley erro-

neously says was a native of New Haven, but who was

born in Norwalk, where he resided until he entered

the naval service in 1800 ? Here are the tombs of his

ancestors. In the last war with the English he was

taken prisoner and impressed into their service, but

soon escaped. In the great Rebellion Com. Gregory

hastened to Washington at seventy years of age and

offered his services to his government; which fact

alone is sufficient to immortalize his name.

When Tryon crossed from Long Island to destroy

the town the patriotic, old and young, shouldered their

muskets and met his forces with a determination un-

surpassed in the annals of the Revolutionary war.

From the moment the enemy landed they Avere as-

saulted with so much spirit at every step of their

progress, by the town militia and the Continentals

then quartered here, that he left, according to his offi-

cial report, one hundred and ten killed, wounded, and
missing behind him in his retreat.

The engagement at Norwalk may be said to have

been a series of battles. The British were repulsed

on Flax Hill, at Pudding Lane, and at France Street;

they were beaten at every point of attack. The burn-

ing of the town was a great disaster to the people.

Historians have made this fact prominent, and have

lost sight of the patriotism, zeal, and courage dis-

played by the few regulars and the town militia, and

the successes gained by them on that memorable day

over Gen. Tryon's soldiers and the Tories who led

them through the town. We call it the battle of

Norwalk, for such it really was. Ere this the event

should have been commemorated by the erection of a

monument to perpetuate the names of those who fell

on that day in defense of the town and the cause of

liberty. Who found fault in the Revolutionary war

with the patriotism and the institutions founded by
the first white ancestors of Norwalk ? They were the

" nullifiers," who opposed all taxation and paying any

interest on obligations for raising funds to arm and

equip Continental soldiers and for the support of their

families. The Revolutionary fathers said they were
" inimical persons, and riotous, and dangerous to the

liberties and independence of the United States of

America."

Norwalk in 1677 sent five men to the front ; in the

Rebellion six companies, being about a twenty-fourth

part of its entire population.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

July 10, 1779, Gen. Tryon's fleet, which had been

moored in Huntington Bay, L. I., was discovered by

the coast-guard stationed at the cove headed, with all

sail set, for the west shore. The guard sounded the

alarm by firing three muskets, the signal being re-

peated from hill-top to hill-top until the inhabitants

of the town were thoroughly aroused. After the

women, children, and household goods had been

placed in carts and started for the forest miles away,

the men shouldered their muskets and proceeded to

the parade-ground, where they were detailed by com-

panies to various localities to watch the movements of

the British.

On this date, at nine o'clock in the evening. Gen.

Tryon landed at Cow Pasture with two thousand five

hundred British troops. July 11, 1779, one hundred

years ago, the battle or series of battles of Norwalk

were fought and the town devastated by the British.

There were in the town less than four hundred patriot

troops to oppose the advance of the enemy, one hun-

dred and fifty of whom were Continentals, commanded
by Gen. Parsons, and the town militia and volunteers

commanded by Capts. Betts and Richards.

All the particulars of Gen. Tryon's advance from

Cow Pasture to Grammon's Hill and of his retreat

have been fully given by the historian, but the inci-

dents along the line of the advance of Garth's regi-

ment of Tories, after landing at Old Well, have never

become published facts in the history of the town.

Historians disagree as to the date of the battle of

Norwalk. Barber erroneously asserts that it occurred

on July 17, 1779, and he makes Capt. Betts, in his

deposition before Justice Betts, say that it was on

July 12th. Gen. Tryon's official report gives the cor-
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rect date: he says July 10th. They crossed the

Sound with a fleet of twenty-six sail and anchored

near the mouth of Norwalk Harbor. The troops

landed about nine o'clock in the ev(!ning, slept upon

their arms at Cow Pasture that nlKht, and early next

morning, Sunday, the llth, movcid across to Fitche's

Point, on the east side of Norwalk Har))or, where

they were joined by the King's American llegiment,

Tories, who were ordered to cross over in flat-boats to

Old Well. They landed south of Washington Street,

and Tryon ordered a house near the shore ))urncd as a

signal that he had disembarked and was ready to

carry out the orders of his superior.

Gen. Garth, upon landing and seeing the people on

the height? above the plain, seems to have entertained

the idea that the patriots were intrenched upon Flax

Hill, and that it would be necessary to dislodge them
before attempting to join Gen. Tryon at the bridge.

So he divided his regiment, and its left wing, as a

feint, charged through the fields, and the right filed

into the shore road to Marshall and Ann Streets,

thence to West Street, forming a junction with the

left at the intersection of Spring with West Street,

near the stone church. Here there was severe fight-

ing, and the enemy became disconcerted, but suc-

ceeded in gaining the summit of the first hill. But
at the foot of the second they became panic-stricken,

so sharp and rapid was the fire of the patriots, com-

manded by Capt. Richards, secreted behind the stone

walls on the eastern slope of the hill stretching from

the main road to Round Hill. In this encounter the

enemy lost three men, and several more were wounded.

Here Garth massed his troops, as if expecting another

attack from the volunteers, then filed his men into

the field formerly the homestead of the late Deacon

Nash, and repeated the manoBUvre, probably tb con-

ceal the place of burial of his dead. Their remains

were disinterred when excavating for the foundation

of the house now owned by L. H. Moor, Esq.

At this juncture of affairs a British officer appeared

on the brow of Flax Hill. After surveying the situ-

ation a few moments he commenced to flourish his

sword, as if giving orders to the enemy to advance.

This he repeated several times, to the amusement of

the patriots, who with deliberate aim fired their mus-

kets, when he stretched himself upon his steed's neck

and galloped out of sight, his cocked hat and tall

plume appearing as if transferred from the head of

the rider to that of the horse.

Having interred their dead, Gartli resumed his line

of advance through the field to Sound Hill, and on its

summit placed a field-gun. Here he remained inac-

tive about an hour, then filed his men into Cedar
Street, thence down the hill by the old malt-house to

Main Street, though some of the eye-witnesses claimed

that the enemy passed through Garner Street. Prob-

ably both versions are correct, as in all his previous

movements Garth divided his force.

From Main Street to the residence of Thomas Bene-

dict, situated near the intersection of the turnpike

road with West Street, the British paid no atUintion

to the assaults of the patriots upjon their rear and left

flank, so intent were they upon crossing the ford

north of the bridge in advance of the voluntei-rs. liut

at th(! residence of Deacon Benedict a large nunibr;r

of Garth's men partook freely of the wine and cider

placed on the front porch of his house fortlie patriotH

who had been on guard all night, a« the story goes.

The deacon never related the incident without smiling

and remarking that a drunken person, ber(;fl of the

use of his limbs, was as harmless as a corpse. While

the Tories were regaling themselves the volunteers,

who had all the morning clung to the rear and flanks

of Garth's troops, at double quick cros.sed the ford

north of the present bridge and joined their comrades,

who had held their own against Tryon's force for five

hours, at tlie business centre of the town.

Gen. Tryon moved from Cow Pasture to Fitche's

Point at three o'clock in the morning. Following the

shore, about four o'clock he reached the down town

road, where he met the Continental troops and militia,

who slowly and in good order retreated to Grummon's
Hill, thence to the business part of the town, still

pursued by the enemy. Nor were they dislodged until

tlie junction of Garth's and Tryon's divisions north of

the bridge, when the patriots retreated in excellent

order to the rocks, where some ha.sty preparations had
been made for the final battle.

At ten o'clock in the forenoon the battle of the

rocks on France Street commenced, lasting till twelve

noon, at which hour Tryon ordered his army to re-

treat. As it did so it was pursued by the Continen-

tals and a portion of the volunteers and town militia,

who clung to his rear until he was in sight of the place

of disembarkation the previous evening. AVith the

order to retreat came also the order to com])lete the

devastation by fire of the remainder of the dwellings

of the people, which order was mercilessly executed.

Six houses only were left standing on their line of ad-

vance and retreat,—four on the east and two on the west

side of the harbor. These were spared through the

interposition of women who claimed the protection of

the British on account of the loyalty of their husbands

to King George. The enemy destroyed all the salt-

pans of the people along the shore, and towed to their

fleet every whale-boat in the harbor, with the maga-

zine and stores gathered in the town for the army.

All the whaling and other vessels moored at the docks

or in the river were burned.

Tryon's official report of the battle of Norwalk says

he retired his men in two columns to the place of his

first debarkation unassailed. This is not the fact. The
patriots who participated in the battle ever claimed

that tlie British were harassed from the moment
of their advance until they left our shores, and that

Gen. Garth's force was beaten on Flax Hill, and the

combined forces of the enemy at Franco Street after

two hours' severe fighting. This was the verdict of the
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old i^eople of fifty j'ears ago, who were eye-witnesses

of all that transpired on that memorable day. Barber

is again in error when he saj^s six houses only were

left undestroyed by the British : there was only that

number spared on the line of their advance and re-

treat. Tryon's official report says the greater part of

the dwelling-houses were set in flames. There were

more than thirty houses which were not burned,

having been situated principally off the I'oads over

which the enemy passed on the day of battle. The
British and Tories burned, all told, on July 11, 1779,

eighty dwellings, two churches, eighty-seven barns,

seventeen shops, and four mills, in addition to the

property heretofore enumerated.

At the date of the battle of Norwalk the town had

been settled about one hundred and twenty-five years,

and its taxable property had increased from a few

hundred pounds to three hundred thousand dollars in

1779. The damage done by the sacking of the town

was estimated, by a committee appointed by the Gen-

eral Assembly of the State, at about one hundred and

sixteen thousand dollars, in consideration of which

the general government awarded to Connecticut a

large tract of land in Northern Ohio, which was

partly settled by emigrants from Norwalk.

Historians tell but half the truth when they desig-

nate July 11, 1779, as the date of the burning and

not of the battle of Norwalk. The enemy were re-

pelled or held in check at every point of attack. It

took, according to Tryon's report, five hours for his

troops to dislodge the patriots at the business centre.

So far as we know, but two men were killed and but

one wounded or captured on our side, while the Brit-

ish, according to Tryon's official report, lost twenty

killed, ninety-six wounded, and thirty-two missing

or unaccounted for.

Gen. "Washington, at the date "of the invasion of

Norwalk by the British, was encamped with his army
on the banks of the Hudson River. On or about

July 9th he dispatched Gen. Parsons to Norwalk to

assume command of and "give confidence to the

militia and guide their movements." One day's

ride brought Gen. Parsons here, giving him a day or

two to marshal his troops for the defense of the town.

But, finding the force present inadequate in numbers

and discipline to cope with Gen. Tryon's experienced

troops and Hessians, he placed in position, on the

hill near the rocks, the battery of six cannon brought

from Salisbury by Thaddeus Betts two years previous.

Gen. Parsons, with the few troops at his command,
determined to meet the enemy in ambuscades, the

objective point being the rocks ; the line of retreat

of all the patriot troops engaged was in that direc-

tion. There nearly all the volunteers, militia, and

Continental troops united for the final conflict. The
result of the fight with Tryon's troops on France

Street, sent to dislodge Gen. Parsons's and Walcott's

command, shows that the plan of battle was skillfully

laid, and that it was no ordinary affair, considering

that there were less than four hundred patriot sol-

diers opposed to at least three-quarters of Tryon's

force of two thousand five hundred trained troops

landed at Cow Pasture and Fitche's Point the night

of the 10th of July.

The late Dr. N. Bouton was good authority in our

local historical matters. He was personally ac-

quainted with all the Revolutionary sires of his time,

and was very jjarticular to note all the authenticated

facts and incidents communicated by them. In his

two hundredth anniversary discourse of the settle-

ment of Norwalk he says that the militia and Conti-

nental troops, headed by Gens. Parsons and Walcott,

were on the hill near the rocks, whence they fired on

the enemy at Grunimon's Hill. To drive the former

from their position Tryon dispatched a large body

of troops, who were met by our soldiers in France

Street, and greeted them with so warm a reception

that their progress was checked, and ere noon they

were on the retreat.

Gen. Walcott came to Norwalk in advance of his

command. Gen. Parsons came here to direct the

movements of the militia. Probably the former

came to assume the supervision of the Continental

troops of Gen. Butler's brigade stationed in the town.

It is very doubtful if Gen. Walcott's command ar-

rived in Norwalk after the battle. The greater prob-

ability is that as soon as the British were on ship-

board Gen. Walcott retraced his steps with a view of

intercepting his command. If any troops arrived,

they were the remainder of Gen. Butler's brigade.

If there are any well-authenticated facts as to the

arrival of patriot troops the day following the battle,

we have to the present time been unable to find them.

The following quotation from Gen. Parsons' letter

to Governor Trumbull, dated at Stamford, July 17,

1779, is conclusive on the point. The general says,

" The dejiredations of the enemy upon the sea-coast

of the State Gen. Walcott has doubtless particularly

informed you of;" then adds, "The destruction of

Norwalk is what I have been a witness of"

Those historians who have given July 12th as the

date of the destruction of Norwalk were probably

misled by Barber, from the fact that he makes Tryon

say that he landed on the 12th.

Dr. Hall and nearly all the modern historians of

Connecticut have given the same date as being that

of the burning of the town. Even the Norwalk Gazette,

Aunt Phebe, and the omnipresent Onesimus, who was

always in the wood-pile when anything was about to

transj^ire, and upon whose assertions much of the

history of the event is based, also say that it occurred

on the 12tli. If Aunt Phebe and Onesimus in this

instance failed to be correct, it is not impossible that

other portions of their statements are also incorrect,

—at least somewhat colored, as both had the name of

having been rather visionary and superstitious withal.

The date of the burning of the town was settled by

Dr. Nathaniel Bouton in his historical discourse deliv-
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ered in Norwalk in 1851, in which he says, " On
Saturday, the 10th, the British fleet appeared in our

harbor," and "as the morning of the Sal)l)atli dawned

the Britisli troops were seen concentrating from Ijotli

sides of our harbor at Gruinmon's Hill, and the roar

of cannon and fire of nuislrets, in strange contrast with

the usual stillness of the Sabbath, deepened the terror

of the scene." The doctor fixed the date of the event

with no dispute in view.

Whatever we have or may say in relating the remi-

niscences of Norwalk which have gained credence

and been incorporated into its local history will be in

no sjoirit of unjust criticism, but with a view to arrive

at the truth and to show the improbability of some of

the stories which for more than a quarter of a century

have been supposed to be I'acts. Every statement in

the history of the town not sustained by at least a

probability should at once be discarded from it, the

mystical features of which have obtained credit since

the death of those who participated in the engage-

ment of July 11, 1779, and sanctioned by Dr. Hall's

history, made up in part by interviewing the very

aged i^eople of the town. Some of these reminis-

cences were incredible, as were some of the incidents

related of Gen. Washington and of Dr. Franklin

when they were said to be journeying through Nor-

walk.

Gen. Washington may or may not have passed

through the town on or about June 26, 1775, soon

after his aj^pointment by Congress commander-in-

chief of the Continental army. He made the tour of

the Northern States very soon after the adjournment

of the first session of the first Congress, witli the view

of harmonizing the discordant elements rife in the

country, and of observing the material growth and
condition of the people since the close of the Revolu-

ionary Avar. James Seymour, Sr., related that Gen.

AVashington passed through the toAvn soon after he

was inaugurated President of the new republic, and
when opposite his residence he saw an improved plow

by the roadside and alighted from his carriage, seized

its handles, and examined it closely, making many in-

quiries as to its efficiency.

It is important to know on which of these occasions

Miss Phebe Comstock saw Gen. Washington, in order

to prove her reminiscences of him correct and worthy

a place in the annals of the town.

It will be necessary to examine one of Miss Phebe's

stories of an earlier date in order to test her memory
relating to those given by her concerning the burning

of the town in 1779.

At the age of sixteen she and her slave O'ne, it is

said, rode into town on horseback to see Dr. Franklin,

the philosopher and sage. In the summer of 1773,

Dr. Franklin was in the northern counties of Eng-
land, and while at the Lake of Derwent, it is said, for

the gratification of the persons with him, he smoothed

its ruffled surface with oil, which he carried in the

head of his cane. Perhaps this story preceded his '

return to America, and as he passed tlirough the

country the children were eager to Bce the rnan who
had performed so wonderful a feat in the old country.

Hence the story of his smoothing tlie rijijiled waters

in Norwalk.

(Jctobcr, 172.'5, IJcnjamin Franklin left Jioston to

seek his fortune. He visited it three times from tliat

date, making the journey each time by water. Dur-

ing 1763 he planned a tour of the northern colonies

to examine the post-offices. This is the only time

that he was in Norwalk. So there should be no cre-

dence given to her story as to her seeing Dr. Franklin

quieting the rij)])led waters on the cluireii green in

the town with spirits of turpentine. The story was

a creation of her childish dreams. She or O'ne never

saw him, for the very good reason that they were both

born about 1763, the year Dr. Franklin inspected the

post-offices.

The true accounts of the events of the battle of

Norwalk were corroborated by all those engaged.

When Thomas Benedict, Nathaniel Raymond,
Thomas Walter, and Daniel Hoyt, Joseph and

Major Warren, Samuel Richards, and many others,

related incidents of the Revolution and the burning

of Norwalk, each confirmed the story of the others

as to time, place, and the nature of the occurrences,

thus establishing the facts beyond controversj'.

This is not the case when Miss Comstock and Ones-

imus related their adventures during the same period.

Their words stand upon their naked assertions. They
never had the credit among their contcmi)oraries of

seeing a tithe of what they claimed they saw, par-

ticularly during the 10th and 11th of July, 1779. It

is not to be presumed even that Dr. Hall, when ques-

tioning Miss Phebe Comstock, did not understand

what she said. He gave her statements just as he re-

ceived them from her lips, and was well aware that

the lady was giving an account of her own acts, not

those of her mother. So Dr. Hall did not get the

affair of raking salt-hay mixed or muddled, for he

was remarkable in comprehending the ideas of others

in conversation, and noted for exactness of statement.

When it is said that Miss Comstock and her slave

were on the meadows raking salt-hay when the British

fleet anchored in the harbor in 1779, the critical

reader knows that it was not the fact,— first, for the

good reason that when Norwalk was laid in ashes the

iidiabitants were in the midst of their grain harvest

;

second, our people were never in the jiraetice of cut-

ting salt-hay until the grain was stored. August and

September have from time immeuKu-ial been the

months for cutting and stacking salt-grass. The
statement, then, that Onosimus and his mistress gave

the first alarm when the British were about to invade

the town is simply a canani.

The British shipping Avas seen by the coast-guard,

early on the morning of the 10th of July, advancing

towards the north shore, and they gave the usual

' alarm. Can there be a probability even that the twain,
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after the commotion caused by the morning alarm,

went down to the meadow to gather grass and stayed

there all day ? Who believes that this colored oracle

looked up about sundown and beheld the British fleet

in the harbor ?

Neither were they on the meadows after the town

was burnt. If they were, and the people rallied and

captured two " red-coats," where is the history of the

event recorded ? Who ever heard the account except

from the lips of these persons ? The whole story is

an improbability. The statement of Onesimus that

he saw the harbor full of British vessels manned by

red-coats gives a positive denial to the assertion of

the colored oracle, for the enemy were never in the

harbor in force after July 10, 1779. No doubt but

he had a great scare, and mounted his horse and rode

home, but it was long after the war. But, as the

statement appears, Onesimus, when he reached his

home, tells the elder Phebe that the British had

come. Here Miss Phebe is lost sight of, and the

slave and Mrs. Phebe proceed to the hill, and she

climbs into an apple-tree,—sweet, of coui'se,—and
from her lookout sees the red-coats carrying their

dead and wounded to their boats ; which supposes

they may have been moored on Grummon's Hill.

But it so happened that they were anchored at Cow
Pasture and Fitche's Point. Who is so simple as to

believe that Mrs. Comstock from her perch saw the

river, or Grummon's Hill even? It is about six

miles from the hill where she sat to Cow Pasture;

even with a powerful eye-glass she could not see either.

Which are we to believe ? Miss Phebe says she got

into the apple-tree and saw the enemy; Onesimus

says that it was the elder Phebe who climbed the

tree the red-coats to see. Doubtless the statements

are the result of impressions derived from conver-

sation of older people heard at so early an age that

the listeners were finally led to believe that they had

really seen all which they related of the events of

1779.

With these facts before us, their reminiscences of

the British landing and burning of the town should

no longer haTve a place in the history of Norwalk.

REMINISCENCES OF THE INDIAN CITY OF NARA-
MAKE AND ITS FOUNDERS, AND OF THE PAM-
PASKESHAUK.—INCIDENTS OF THE REVOLUTION-
ARY WAR IN THEIR LOCALITIES.

One mile south of the city of South Norwalk, and

midway between it and Five-Mile River landing is an

inlet or arm of the Sound, now known as " The Cove,"

which from the commencement of commerce between

New Amsterdam and the New England colonies has

been a safe anchorage for vessels in the carrying trade

from the northeasters which at certain seasons of the

year sweep across it. This inlet, or the stream which

empties into it, was known by the Indians as the

Pampaskeshauk. Later the inhabitants called it Hoof
and Horn Creek, from the fact that cattle often per-

ished in the brook at the crossing of the highway.

The Pampaskeshauk was the west bound of the pur-

chase by Richard Webb, Nathaniel Ely, and others,

of the Indians, Feb. 15, 1651, which said, "Brook
and passage the bounds west extendeth up into the

country by marked trees; and the aforesaid land

bounded on the south with the sea, and on the north

with the Mohakes' Country." As the Mohegan In-

dians possessed the country bordering on the Hudson
River, probably the purchase from the Norwalk In-

dians by Webb and Ely extended to Byram River.

The first white settlers of Norwalk named this

stream Rooton Brook, Rooton being the name of the

territory bordering upon it on the west. Its course

from the cove is due north through Ely's Neck, and

it forms the west bound of this city from Springwood

to the west corner of Bouton Lane and the old Boston

Turnpike. This country, " butted on the sea," is the

territory over which the " Cow-Boys" and Tories raided

in 1778 and 1779, and is one of the most picturesque

localities in Norwalk. It is surrounded on the north

and west by promontories covered with oak, chestnut,

walnut, maple, and the North American cedar, the

slopes of which and the plain west and south in olden

times yielded good crops of the cereals and pasture of

large herds of cattle, which were exchanged for mer-

chandise with masters of vessels coasting between
" Manhattan Island" and the settlements on the Con-

necticut River. One mile west of this locality is sit-

uated the " Cove in the Rocks," though now partially

obliterated. In 1781 it was in the parish of Middle-

sex, and in the town of Stamford, over which the Rev.

Dr. Mather presided as its pastor.

I never visit the " country butted on the sea" with-

out reviving the thoughts and emotions experienced

on my first visit to it in boyhood, when from cliff and

tree came audible sounds, making the hairs to stand

on end, questioning, " From whence and whither go-

ing?" And as the sun sank behind the hi'ls the

shadows of objects animate and inanimate would

lengthen into fantastic forms. If I ran or walked the

phantoms were present whispering, " This is sacred

ground. Here are the graves of the sachems and the

tribe over whom they ruled, whose spirits for two

hundred years have made this place their abode.

Tread lightly on their graves. If the tomahawks,

arrows, mortars, pestles, wampum, or bones are dis-

turbed, rebury them so deep that they shall never be

molested again by sacrilegious hands. The avarice

of the white race robbed us of the right to life, liberty,

and country. For a few valueless trinkets it took

from us our heritage. By war and the introduction

of fire-water it depopulated our village as with the

besom of destruction. The implements and tlie hu-

man bones buried here are the seals that the title of

the red man to the soil is still unrevoked."

Upon the point of land lying between the Pampas-

keshauk and Norwalk Rivers are the remains of the

ruins of an Indian city of no mean dimensions of the
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Naramakes, a clan of the once-powerful Mohegan
nation, a remnant of which were in cxiHtencc after

the settlement of Norwalk in 1051. Winnepauke,

—

who sold to Rev. Mr. Ilanford, in 1090, liin island

" Lying against llooton,"—CJachcnocs, and Naramakc

were sachems of independent clans of the Mohcgans,

after whom their respective villages and the territory

possessed by them were named. Mahackcms, Ma-
touwacks, Swanoys, and other clans who held sway over

the country between Norwalk and Manhattan Island

were also independent clans of the same nation.

The " Mahackcms," or " Makcntons," sold their lands

to Capt. Patrick, as did Maramackc a portion of his,

all of which was conveyed in the same deed. The
first named lay west of the Pampaskeshank, and the

latter east of it. These various clans, though inde-

pendent, seem to have been under a sort of federal

government, similar to that of the United States of

America, for the common defense. Bancroft the his-

torian says that the "country between the banks of

the Connecticut and the Hudson was possessed by in-

dependent villages of the Mohegans." The Indian

city referred to, without the least doubt, was one of

those independent villages, and was named after Nar-

amake, its founder, a descendant of whom was one of

the signers of the deed to Patrick. Hence, may not

Norruck, Northwalk, and Norwalk—names by which

the river and adjacent country were known by our

ancestors—have been a perversion of Naramake? It

is an error which those unacquainted with the Indian

dialect might naturally have fallen into. Tradi-

tion says that Naramake, whose name stands second

in the deed conveying to "Daniell Patrick" certain

lands in 1640, was a descendant of a chief of the same

name, whose possessions had been reduced by con-

quest to the small territory purchased by Patrick.

There is a reasonable certainty that the Indian

name of the land " butted on the sea," at the date of

the settlement of the town by the whites, was Nara-

make. Trumbull says that the Indians often named
places after their principal men. But De Forrest de-

nies that they did so. Nevertheless it was a fact as to

certain localities in this town. For instance, Mamachi-
mon's and Cliashenoe's Islands still retain the names
of those sachem.s who sold them to the " Inhabitants

of Norwalk." No historian has ever intimated that

the Norwalk River derived its name from any pecu-

liarity in the color or in the ebb and flow of its waters

into Long Island Sound, or the beautiful islands which

guard its mouth, or the natural scenery of the coun-

try bordering upon it, has any significance from which
it could have derived its name. Hence we conclude

that the Indian name of this town was Naramake, and
that it was named after the ancestor of one of the sa-

chems who deeded to Capt. Patrick " the ground called

Sacunytenapucke, Meeanworth, Asumsowis, and all

the land adjoining to the aforementioned, as far up in

the country as an Indian can go in a day ;" probably

to the south bound of the land possessed by the llam-

poos at Ridgefield, lying wcHt of the Naramake River.

Naramake, after disposing of his lands U) Capt.

Patrick, remov(;d to Ridg(;fieid and joined the tril>e

known in history as tiie liamjjoos. When tliis tril>e,

in 1708, sohl its [)Osscssions to a company of settlers

from Norwalk and Milford, he went to the far W'cst

and was lost sight of.

The Indian city of Naramakc wa.s situated upon

Belden's or Wilson's Point. Its Vjoundaries can now
be more easily trace<l than many of the landmarks of

the first sctth'rs of tiie town. Ea.st of the residence

of tlie late Mrs. Wilson is a jjlot of land of several

acres known as Piatt's Meadow, upon which were lo-

cated the wigwams of the tribe, beneath the soil of

which are found fragments of earthenware, shells,

stone hatchets, mortars, pestles, arrow-heads, and
stones laid by human hands. South of tliis is another

plot of land, which must have been used by tlie tribe

as a feasting-ground, beneath the surface of which

are the bones of animals and birds and oyster-shells

from two to six feet deep. To the left of this is a

piece of arable land used by them as a garden, in

which they cultivated every species of herbs for medi-

cal purposes. The elder Dr. McLane's attention

having been called to this field, he said that there was

no disease to which the human race was subject but a

remedy could there be found. Grasses and weeds

cannot thrive in the soil, as it is thoroughly impreg-

nated with shell-lime.

The remainder of the land in this locality has the

appearance of having been a common field for the

sepulchre of their dead. Probably each head of a

family had apportioned to him a certain quantity of

land for cultivation, which was also used as a family

burying-ground. Numerous skeletons of the Nara-

makes have been exhumed, all of which were found

in the same position, witli the head elevated and

facing to the east. That this tribe was distinct from

those buried in the Old Indian Field is evident from

the fact that in the latter the skeletons are found in

various positions and facing north, south, ea.st, and
west. From this fact the inference is that previous

to the time when our ancestors settled here Naramakc
Avas a sort of city of refuge for the disaffected of the

tribes in the surrounding country. The bones dis-

covered in the vicinity of this ancient city indicate

that they were of large stature, and their skulls that

they were of larger brain than the average of savages.

There were indeed giants in the land. The bones

of an Indian taken from a shell-grave on this field a

few years since, when set up, measured seven feet five

inches. Though it may seem incredible, we have for

it the word (A' C. E. AVilson, who says that Dr. Mc-
Lane also saw the skeleton. It may be asked. From
whence came this people? No doubt they descended

from the Five Nations, as both buried their dead

facing the cast. Further, the implements found in

the shell-graves of Naramake are more elaborately

wrought than those found in the graves on the Indian
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Field. As the Five Nations were superior to other

tribes in artistic sicill, in government, war, and tlie

knowledge of the geography of the country, so it may
be implied that the inhabitants of this Indian city,

who showed equal skill particularly in the finish of

their implements, were of the same blood. Mr. C. E.

Wilson jiresented to the writer several Indian relics

found at Naramake. The arrows and spear-heads

formed from basalt are superior to anything of the

kind yet discovered in tlie Old Indian Field or any

other locality in this town.

Upon the heights above the west bank of the Pam-
paskeshank are also the ruins of two lesser villages of

the same clan. As there is no feasting- or burial-

place in the vicinity, it may be inferred that they

were places of defense or outposts of the main city.

These promontories still indicate that they have been

at some period fortified, from which is an outlook

towards the east, south, and west of unsurpassed gran-

deur, from which also is seen the entrance into Nor-

walk Harbor, around which stand as sentinels Cack-

enoes', Mamachimons', Chackanenos', and numer-

ous other islands. Further to the east is " Cackenoes

de Long Island Sea," over which the Indians passed

in their frail canoes, but which is now studded with

every species of vessel in the carrying trade between

centres of commerce. Still farther on is seen " Cack-

enoes or Long Island," which may also be seen on a

cloudless day with the naked eye, its banks of pure

white sand in contrast with its verdure of forest and

cultivated fields, together with the church-sj^ires of

the town of Huntington and Eden's Neck Light-

house, the headquarters of Governor Tryon in 1779,

at which date a personage of large frame and ener-

getic will resided at the base of the outlook described,

who, though a professed religious character, rode sev-

eral miles just to say to a relative, "Ask your wife if

you may be rich." Indeed, he was literally lord of

about all he surveyed. His possessions were bounded

east by the Pampaskesliank, south and west by Long
Island Sound and Rooton River. In the year 1769

he reared a new domicile on a rise of ground sloping

towards the river, the chimney of which for more

than a hundred years has been one of the ranges to

designate " Great Rocks," and not unknown in these

days to persons who angle in the deep waters of the

Sound, and to the harbor-masters who pilot vessels

through the " Middle Passage." This house was well

protected from the cold winds of winter by the hills

and forests on the north and west, and fanned by the

gentle breezes of midsummer from the " Cackenoes

de Long Island Sea." Its locality is one of the pleas-

autest and most desirable places for a residence

within the purchase made by Daniel Patrick of the

chiefs of the country in 1640. It will be necessary to

describe that new house. It was a two-story frame

building, with a long steep roof in its rear. The
main timbers were oak, fourteen inches square and

covered with chestnut shingles, with the butts four-

teen inches to the weather. The chimney was situ-

ated in the centre of the building and constructed of

rough stone, with cross-sticks of oak. Its inside was

l^lastered with lime made of clam- and oyster-shells

found in the Indian graves in the vicinity of the city

of Naramake. The windows were few and small.

The main fireplace faced one of the front windows,

from which its owner could see Long Island and the

waters intervening, and the movements of any friendly

or jjiratical vessels sailing up or down the coast. We
have thus particularized this house and its owner, as

both have a history in connection with the Revolu-

tionary war. Ten years later Tryon's headquarters

were in the vicinity of Huntington, L. I., from

whence his army raided rnpon the defenseless inhabi-

tants on the west shore from Greenwich to Fairfield,

destroying their dwellings and carrying away their

produce and running off their cattle to replenish his

commissariat.

Though the dweller of Pampaskesliank had fre-

quently been in communication Avith Tryon's com-

missary, yet he had not had the pleasure of a per-

sonal acquaintance with the British commander. His

introduction to him was as follows : He was the

owner of a trading-vessel. When returning from

Boston with a cargo of general merchandise, he was

met by Tryon's fleet midway of the Sound and his

vessel captured and himself made a prisoner, where-

upon he commanded his captors to take him before

Tryon, the result, it is said, being he was soon re-

leased, but not till the enemy had unloaded his cargo.

Tradition says that he received therefor in British

gold more than it was worth. This incident brought

the dweller of Pampaskesliank and Tryon's commis-

sary into more intimate business relations, which the

former used to his pecuniary advantage. When for-

aging upon the inhabitants of Long Island failed to

furnish subsistence to the British army, Tryon sent to

the main land trading-parties who usually landed at

midnight at Wilson's or Belden's Point, and the house

at Pamjsaskeshank became their rendezvous. But

they were exceedingly cautious when approaching

the shore. Unless the signal indicated that the coast-

guard were at a respectful distance they remained in

the offing. But if a light from the fireplace reflected

through the window, they ventured to land and en-

tered the house, when its owner proceeded to drive

sharp and profitable bargains for produce and cattle

from his domain, which could only be designated by

his mark, that of a " crop of the leflFt eear." Tryon

found in his now-made friend a loyal subject of the

British crown. So he instructed his commissary not

to molest his friend's property or run off cattle upon

which his mark was found. It may be inferred from

what has been said that the dweller of Pampaske-

shank was no friend of the patriots of the Revolution.

He stood in the same attitude towards them and the

government that many stood in the late Rebellion,

neutral or indifferent, but used every device to pro-
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cure contracts, or became blockade-runners, by which

means they became suddenly wealthy at the expense

of the blood of the patriots of the government. The
personage referred to was not really an enemy of the

country, as his eldest son served in tlic Continental

army.

The following is a copy of an order, in Tryon's own
handwriting, found by workmen, when repairing his

house in 1798, between the roof-boards and rafters,

and decides his status in the Revolutionary war

:

"Deliver the beef, griiiii, iiml vegctaljles, previmisly onloreil, to niy

commissary. SenJ them to the usual place of shipment.

" Ges. Tryon."

Upon the territory lying between the Pampaske-

shank River and " Rooton Point" resided in the Rev-

olution certain persons whose sympathies were with

the British government, and wliose residences were

the rendezvous of the Tories, Cow-Boys, and the for-

aging-parties from Tryon's army. Here congregated

the Tories and the disaffected towards the patriots for

several miles south and west of it. This was the centre

from which radiated the parties Avhich plundered the

inhabitants of the main land. Here originated the

frequent false alarms that excited the fears of the

patriots. Here also congregated after nightfall dis-

loyal men from Cranberry Plain and from the thickly-

settled part of the town and from the parish of Mid-

dlesex, whose plottings made the patriots feel that

their lives and property were insecure. This state of

affairs led the inhabitants of the town, at a special

meeting, Februaiy, 1782, to devise measures to meet

the exigency. The meeting voted to raise ninety

men to serve six months, who were distributed as

follows : Eighteen east of Norwalk River, eighteen at

the going on of Stei^hens Island, eighteen at Old
Well, eighteen at Flax Hill, and eighteen at Middle-

sex, the allotment of which shows that the objective

point was not only to guard the coast, but to keep in

subjection the disaffected persons residing within the

territory purchased by Capt. Patrick of the Indians.

The men for this sjjecial duty were enrolled in their

respective localities by men appointed for that par-

ticular duty. But said rolls were never put upon the

town records, but were left in the hands of the com-
manders of the companies and were lost. The writer,

when a lad, saw in the garret of the house in which
he resided a roll of the guard stationed on Flax Hill,

—viz. : Walter, Thomas, Daniel, and John Hoyt,

Eliahim, George, Hezekiah, John, and Nathaniel

Raymond, Eliahim Smith and Eliahim, Jr., Hopkins
and Moses Byxbee, Joseph, Joshua, and William
Bouton, Nathan Knapp, and Stephen Wood. The
following are the names of the guard of Middlesex,

as rehearsed to the writer by old people who died fifty

years ago : Daniel, Eli, and Moses M. Warren, John
and William Reed, Nathan, Nathaniel, and Josiah

Hoyt, Eliahim, Joseph, Nathan, Joseph, Jr., Warren,
David, Gershom, and Samuel Richards, Nathaniel

Street, and Paul Raymond. The occupation of the

coast between the Pampaskeshank and Rooton Point

by the British army from Long Island wa« for strateg-

ical reasons, as they were not only able to gatlier sup-

plies for their army, but to communicate witli their

main force; on the liiif of (lie Hudson Itiver by

relays.

Fifty years ago, Tliomas, Daniel, and "Walter Hoyt,

William Bouton, and Stei)hcn Wood, aged residents

of Flax Hill, used to rehearse to the children of the

neighborhood tlicir exploits with the red-coats and

Tories of the Revolution. They having on one occa-

sion received reliable information tliat the British and

Tories had arrangcfl to niejjt at midnight at a certain

house between the Pampaskeshank and Root^in Point

to organize a raid to capture some of the patriots, the

guard of Flax Hill and Middlesex rallied and pro-

ceeded to capture the would-be cap)tors. They sur-

rounded the house in which the Tories had congre-

gated. They watched for the enemy till morning

without avail. When at a respectful distance to-

wards their homes, the enemy emerged from their

concealment and ran for their boats; but those left

in charge of them, having become alarmed at the

prolonged absence of their comrades, recrossed the

Sound, upon which the enemy fled into the forest

and the guard gave up the pursuit. On another oc-

casion the guards started in the night to arrest several

persons near the coast who were charged with the

crime of piloting Tryon's raiding-partics through the

country, but upon their approach they fled, as usual,

and could not be found. One of tlie Tories wliom the

guard was very desirous to capture did not return to

his family until the close of the war. He was reported

as having fled to Canada. But very soon after the

surrender of the British army at Yorktown he re-

turned to his ftxmily. A short time previous to the

burning of Norwalk was heard in quick succession

the report of three muskets, the signal that the enemy
were landing, which brought every patriot in the town
to the coast. The affair, however, was but a ruse of

the Tories for the purpose of seeing what would be the

effect upon the peojjle, that Tryon might judge if it

would be ])ractieablc to cope with the rebels when he

was preinircd to land his army. Finding that they

had been deceived, they pursued the Tories, and were
about making them prisoners when they passed from

view.

Sunday morning, July 22, 1781, a company of British

troops landed on the west shore of the Pamjiaskc-

shank, and, with a few disaffected jiersons, jiroceoded

to the 23arish church of ^Middlesex for the purpose of

making prisoners of the congregation. But those

members most obnoxious to the troops and Tories

being absent from the morning service, the enemy hid

behind the fences until the alternoon services began,

when they emerged from their concealment, environed

the church, and doubly guarded the door with bayo-

nets crossed to prevent egress, over which, it is said,

Dr. Marther leaped into the arms of the enemy. The
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men were all taken out of the church, and tied in

couples, with their pastor at the head of the column,

and marched down to the coast and conveyed to Long
Island, thence to New York, where they were con-

fined in the old Provost prison for several weeks. As
soon as the information of the capture of Dr. Marther

and his people was known, the inhabitants and the

coast-guard rallied, and pursued and exchanged sev-

eral shots with the enemy, some of whom were seen

to fall.

For several years after this transaction it was sup-

posed that the enemy carried away their dead. Nor
were they undeceived until about 1790. A party

while in pursuit of game found a cave in the rocks in

the southern part of the parish of Middlesex, the

exploration of which satisfied them that it had been

the liiding-i^lace of the British and Tories in the

Revolution. The party were surprised to find in it

the remains of several human beings, probably the

skeletons of the enemy who were seen to fall when
retreating from Middlesex church, whom their com-

rades secreted until a favorable opportunity should

offer for their removal to Long Island, but which the

vigilance of the patriots prevented them from doing.

So this cave became their sepulchre. Among the

articles found by the explorers of the cave were an

axe, a toot-horn, several heads of spears, parts of one

or two old king's arms, pieces of iron hoop, and stones

placed for a fireplace beneath crevices in the rocks,

through which the smoke escaped. Also were found

large quantities of bones of fowls, cattle, sheep, and

pigs. The Indians were not unfamiliar with the loca-

tion of this cave, as many of the implements used by

them were discovered within and about it.

The Revolutionary war was now near its end, leaving

the people in extreme poverty and in unpleasant re-

lations towards those of their neighbors who had been

the instruments of despoiling them of their hard

earnings to enrich themselves and keep the British

army from starving. There should, though, be some
distinction made between the Tories and Cow-Boys

who infested Norwalk in the Revolution. The for-

mer usually were men of property,—substantial men.

They were charged with the crime of giving " aid and

comfort to the enemy" by disposing of the products

of their farms for British gold. It was indeed a crime.

The Covv-Boys were men of little or no means,—ad-

venturers, thieves,—who raided through the country

to plunder the inhabitants of their cattle, grain, and

other products, which were taken to the country
" butted on the sea," shipped in flat-boats, and towed

by the enemy to Long Island. They were not only

guilty of theft, but they were guilty of murder also.

During and for several years after the Revolution

there resided in the country "butted on the sea"

persons who sympathized with the English. They

were deeply imbued with the principles of a consti-

tutional monarchy for the United Colonies, to be pre-

sided over by some member of the royal household of

King George. They were members of a secret so-

ciety organized in the colony, the object of which was
to establish a monarchy, not only for the United

Colonies, but for all the British provinces of North

America. Of this class of persons was the resident of

Pampaskeshank, who was a firm friend and patron of

the Church of England, to which he gave of his

means to extend the gospel into new settlements, and

was one of the chief supporters of that church in

Norwalk and a warm friend of Rev. Mr. Learning,

its pastor. He reasoned, " I have sworn allegiance

to the King of England. That oath is as binding

upon my conscience as the vow to serve my Maker."

The house in which he died was demolished twenty-

five years ago, the chimney of which was suff'ered to

remain standing for the purposes heretofore stated, a

drawing of which was taken in 1845 for Graham's

Magazine, and at the time excited a lively interest in

the minds of those who were familiar with its history

and its surroundings. The drawing exhibited its two

fireplaces, the flues of which, it has been asserted, are

united into one above the cross-sticks, leaving a jog or

set-off', upon which two persons can stand unperceived,

and that there was a trap-door leading to a recess in

the cellar of ample dimensions to accommodate sev-

eral persons, used as a hiding-place by the Tories and

Cow-Boys in the Revolution. It is said that one

Miles Capstie, who resided in this old house, whom
tlie sheriff' of the county wanted, evaded him for

several months by concealment in the places de-

scribed. There is not the least truth in these state-

ments. An examination of the old chimney stamps

the whole as a creation of the imagination. Though

the lone dweller of Pampaskeshank was no friend of

the patriots, yet it would perhaps be far from the truth

to assert that he was not a good man in other respects.

He contributed to sustain the cause of morality and

the church, and was ever kind to the poor. He de-

parted this life in 1821, aged ninety, and his remains

were buried in the northeast corner of his farm, near

the road leading to Middlesex, over which the British

marched when proceeding to capture Dr. Mathers and

his people, in a locality selected by himself in vig-

orous manhood. The plat of ground, triangular in

shape, was a fit representative of his character, and

its surroundings in harmony with its rough points.

His grave is protected by ledges of rock in the midst

of a foi-est of cedars, through which the winds sing a

perpetual requiem over the remains of the departed.

THE NORWALK INDlAXS.

The Norwalk Indians, when selecting sites for set-

tlement, invariably had an eye to the beautiful in

nature. They sought for some promontory from

which they might have an extended outlook over the

surrounding country. On the southern exposure,

near its base, contiguous to a bountiful supply of

wood and water, they arranged their villages. This

gave them good drainage and protection from the
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north winds, leaving the plains beneath for cultiva-

tion and burial-i)urposes.

The form and extent of those vilhiges may l)e easily

determined whenever the fiehls on whicli they were

situated are ph)wcd. By following the line and ex-

tent of their sliell-heaps south of and parallel with

the wigwams or streets, we arrive at their length and

may reckon the number of their houses upon each

line.

Most all the villages of the Mohawks in tliis town

were built upon straight and jiarallel lines, each line

containing an even number of wigwams, excepting

the first, on which apjjcars to have been an odd num-
ber, which probably was the residence of the chief of

the tribe or the council-chamber in which they dis-

cussed measures of war or peace. Though their tombs

were several yards south of their tenements, they

showed a due regard for the line U2)on which they

were established, and in almost every instance they

are found to have been i)arallel with the streets of

their villages.

Upon the settlement of the town by the whites,

the Indian trails were fenced by the owners of the

laud which they bounded, and they became the

" king's highways." On the lines of the principal

Mohawk village west of Meadow Street, on the land

owned by the writer, is a ledge of loose and solid

granite, upon which, probably, in the time of the

tribe, was situated a factory for mortar-pestles and
stone hatchets. The writer, when quarrying stone

for the foundation of the house on the premises,

found several pestles, some in an unfinished state,

and three hatchets. Within a few rods of this work-

shop the writer in 1867 unearthed a cubical dish or

tray formed of red clay. A survey of the Indian

village at Ely's Neck shows that the rules were

observed in the arrangement of their graves, shell-

heaps, excepting that the village was situated upon a

half-circle, the ends of which rested upon a straight

line running north and south.

Several years ago the present owner of Ely's Neck
plowed up a curious specimen of the handiwork of

the Indians, which was taken away by some person.

Probably it now adorns some relic-hunter's cabinet.

Its length was thrice its width, and it was two inches

thick, and aj^peared to have been composed of some
sort of cement. Its face was divided by grooves into

squares upon which were inscriptions. The propor-

tions of their manufactured articles show that they

may have been familiar with numbers on quantity.

INDIAN CEMETERIES.

West of Norwalk Eiver and south of Perie Island

Creek are three old Indian cemeteries, all within nat-

ural boundaries. The first is situated between Pine
and Judy's Creeks; the second, between Judy's

and Village Creeks; the third, between Village

Creek and the Pampaskeshank Brook, each plat

being bounded east by Norwalk Eiver and west by
33

the range of hills encompaHsing the city of South

Norwalk and extending to the cove. Each tract

was jjrobably the patrimony of a sachem of the

Mohawk Nation.

The sk(!letons of the aborigines exhumed in the

centre and south cemeteries are invariably found be-

neath clam- and oystcr-sliells, with their war-imj*le-

ments, and facing towards the morning sun, tlie

shells having been deposited there for the same pur-

pose that their implements were. Probably it was

in part an honorary custom, and for the men only.

It apj)ears that at the death of a male of the tribe

the living held a sort of a wake over his remains

around his grave by feasting upon clams and oysters,

the shells of which, and those uneaten, they tossed

into the pit, Avith the idea that the occupant would

not only need his bow and arrow to bring down game
in the other world, but to remind him to hunt for

shell-fish along the shores beyond. Not all the In-

dian graves are filled with shells. Those found to be

so held the remains of a sachem or chief, or other

honored members of the tribe, the death and burial

of whom attracted larger numbers than usual to the

feast. Hence it is concluded that the quantity of

shells in any particular grave denotes the man's

standing in his tribe.

THE CANNIBALS OF NORWALK.

Within the limits of the old Indian cemetery, lying

between Washington and Concord Streets, in this city,

graves have been uncovered, of which over thirty were

found to contain mutilated human bones. The writer

has carefully examined more than tw'enty of the num-
ber. The shells in these graves arc of unusual pearly

whiteness, which cannot now be accounted for. Every
one of these graves is filled to the surface with shells

and mutilated bones. Doubtless at the feast of human
flesh large numbers were in attendance, and, as these

graves also are filled to the surface, they were occa-

sions of especial interest and numerously attended by
those who enjoyed a ehow(^er of human flesh and
shell-fish, the refuse of which they threw promiscu-

ously into the place prepared for its reception. In

this class of graves no Indian implements have ever

been found.

This is indeed a mysterious subject, and can be

solved only upon the hypothesis that Norwalk, before

the advent of our ancestors, in 1650, was inhabited at

some time in the past by a race of cannibals, probably

the ancestors of the class whom they found in posses-

sion of the country at that date. We are not ready

to believe that they ate their kith and kin, though

there is one fact which might be construed that they

did so, which we will notice hereafter.

The great Mohawk Nation in the height of their

glory were cruel and oppressive, particularly towards

those against whom they warred. They exacted

tribute from those whom they had conqueretl, and

when they entered the country of their enemies to
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demand its payment they sent out runners in ad-

vance who cried aloud, " We have come to suck your

blood !" The historian gives an instance when those

of the same nation ate their fellow-beings. After the

burning of Schenectady by the French and Indians,

in the winter of 1693, they were pursued and over-

taken by the English and Mohawks, and after the

engagement the Indians, under Col. Schuyler, burned

about thirty corpses of the enemy which they scalped

and roasted and ate.

A critical examination of this kind of tombs has

not brought to light the remains of a single Indian

woman or child. This fact seems to indicate that

they were either eaten or that they were cremated.

The writer inclines to the belief that it was their

custom to burn them. Most of Chestnut Street was

a large flat rock, but now removed, which bore the

appearance of having been cracked and scaled by ex-

cessive heat. ' It is now thought that it was an altar

upon which the savages roasted their victims or cre-

mated their women and children.

CHAPTER LI.

NORWALK (Continued).

THE REVOLUTION.

The first reference to the war of the Revolution

which appears in the town records is under date Dec.

5, 1774, and is as follows

:

" Dec. 5, 1774. Whereas, This meeting have taken into consideration

the matters contained in the association come into by tlie Continental

Congress held at Philadelphia tlie 5th day of September, 1774, and ap-

proved of by the lower house of assembly, and recommended by tiiem to

the several towns in this colony, to appoint committees for the purposes

in the eleventh ai'ticle in sd association contained. Do approve of tlie

same, and in pursuance thereof do appoint Eliakim liayniond, John

Cannon, Thadds. Betts, Stephen St. John 2d, Lemuel Brooks, Eliphalet

Lockwood, Nathl. Benedict, Samuel Grnmaii, Goold Hoyt, Thos. Betts,

Ozias Merwine, Phinehas Hanford, Daniel Betts, jr., Blackleach Jesup,

Ezra Gregory, .Tohn Carter, James Kii-hards, Samuel Ricliards, Gershom

Eaymond, Asa Hoyt, a committee for the purpose in s<i Eleventh Article

contained, during the pleasure of the town."

Feb. 6, 1775, it was voted, " That those persons which

have been warned by the committee of inspection, to

bring in their arms, shall not vote in choosing a com-

mittee of inspection at this meeting."

At the same meeting were chosen Messrs. Phinehas

Hanford, Stephen St. John (2), Thaddeus Betts, Na-
thaniel Benedict, Osias Merwine, Lemuel Brooks,

Thomas Fitch, Uriah Rogers, Jabez Gregory, Seth

Seymore, Timothy Fitch, Daniel St. John, Blackleach

Jesup, Daniel Betts, Jr., Clap Raymond, Ezra Greg-

ory, James Richards, Moses Comstock, Samuel Cook
Silliman, Samuel Richards, and Jesse Raymond, a

committee of inspection during the pleasure of the

town.

At the same meeting it was voted, that they disap-

prove of ye unnecessary use of Gun-powder, and rec-

ommend it to the committee of inspection to take

care of the matter.

Oct. 14, 1776, it was

" Voted, That the select men give a proper reward, to the persons ap-

pointed and ordered by the authority to set the watches, for their ser-

vice, and draw an order on the town treasurer for the payment thereof.

" AlUo voted, Tliat the select men make such provision for the watches

as they shall think proper in regard to housing."

Dec. 2, same year

:

" The select men are directed to transport six cannon such as they

shall judge best for the defense of this town, from Salisbury ; and provide

carriages for the same, and also, a sufficient quantity of ball for the se-

curity of the town."

During this period the oppressions of those who had
the control of the sale of breadstufFs and other neces-

saries of life, became too tyrannical to be borne with

patience by the citizens, and under date of March 12,

1777, the town voted that,

"The inhabitants by vote agree lliat they will assist the officers of this

town in carrying into execution one certain law of this State, entitled an

act to prevent monopolies and oppressions, by excessive and unreasonable

prices for many of ye necessaiies and conveniences of life."

At the same meeting

"The inlialiitants by major vote approve of what the authority and

select men liave done, in regard to hiring seventy-five men as a watch or

guard to tliis town."

RECRUITING FOR THE CONTINENTAL ARMY.

Under this date the following record also appears

concerning the enlistment of men for the Continental

service

:

" Wliereas, The slow progress made in filling up the continental Bat-

tallious to be raised by this State, and the vast importance of their being

immediately completed, etc., was on the 18th day of March, 1777, taken

into consideration by his Honor the Governor and the Council of Safety
;

and thereon voted and resolved by said board, to ascertain tlie quota or

proportion of each town to complete s"" battallions and to promote and

encourage said enlistment. Lest any should be embarrassed by a pros-

pect of leaving tlieir families without a security of their being properly

provided for, it is by said board earnestly recommended to the several

towns in tliis State to engage and promise such soldiers as shall under-

take in sd service, and have not time and opportunity to lay out their

money and make provision for their families (such as have any), tliat

their said families on their reasonable request, shall be supplied in their

absence with necessaries at the prices stated by law; and that each town

severally appoint a committee for that purpose, to see them provided for

and supplied accordingly, on such soldiers loilging, or from time to time

remitting money to said committee for that purpose, and without any ad-

ditional expense; and the necessary expense attending the same, to be

borne by the town respectively, etc. ; It is therefore recommended by this

meeting that all tlie inhabitants, of every rank and condition, vigorously

exert tliemselves in encouraging, promoting, and forwarding tlie filling

up the <iuota or proportion ascertained by said board for this town, in

order to complete said Battallions; and also voted, that Messrs. Stephen

St. John 2d, Tliomas Benedict, Pliinehas Hanford, Jesse Raymond,

Thadds. Hubbell, Oliver Whitlock, James Richards, and Neheniiah Bene-

dict be a committee for the purposes contained in said resolves, with full

power and authority to engage and promise to sucli soldier as shall inlist

in sd service tliat all matters and thiiigs contained in sd resolve respect-

ing them shall be punctually performed agreeably thereto, and it is rec-

ommended by this meeting that tlie Virtuous sons of liberty cheerfully

and readily engage in sd service at this critical time, so that peace and

rest may once more be restored to the United States of America; by

means whereof tliis meeting have reason, by the blessing of God, to ex-

pect the same may be effected.

" Messrs. Eli Reed, Asa Hoyt, John Gregory, Jr., Levi Taylor, Nathan

Hubbell, and Moses Comstock are appointed a committee to endeavor to

find the number of soldiers enlisted in the continental army in this

town, and report to this meeting.
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" This meeting is adjourned to meet TucBday, at 2 o'clock."

"Met according to tlic foregoing adjourtiiiKiiit. Doct. TliiuJdo. Kctte,

Moderator, present.

" Voted, That it is tlio desire of tliis meeting tljat tljo recruiting offi-

cers in tlic Continental service request tlio several Captains of tlie mili-

tary companies in tliis place to warn tlieir respective cimipariies and

Householders to muster as soon ns may be, to heat up for volunteers

;

and the inhabitants are desired to inconrage the enlistment by their liber-

ality. The companies and inhabitants of the first society are desired to

muster together on the parade of the first company."

At the same meeting,

"Hezekiah Ifanford, .lohn Lockwood, Jr., Hooker St. .lolin, Levi Tay-

lor, Thadds. Ilubbell, Abijah Hetts, James Olmsted, Samuel Gates, Abijah

Comstock, Timothy Keed, Levi Ilanford, James Lockwood, and Gershom

Richards wore appointed a committee to procure and collect such arti-

cles of clothing as is requested by a resolve of the Governor and Council

of Safety for the use of the soldiers in the Continental army, and deliver

the same to the select men in order that the same may be forwarded ac-

cording to said resolve."

At the same meeting,

"Voted that the Committee formerly appointed to procure provisions

for the families of those soldiers which are gone into the army from this

town go on and procure the same for such families, at the rate set by

law ; and in case they are obliged to give more, the select men to order

the treasurer to pay the overplus.

"Dec. 1, 1777. Matthew Marvine added to the Committee for provid-

ing for the families of those that are in the army."

Tlie following action was taken in regard to the

Articles of Confederation

:

" Voted, Messrs. Thomas Fitch, Thaddeus Betts, Stephen St. John, Da-

vid Comstock, Joseph Chapman, Neliemiah Mead, and Sanniel Gruman

are appointed a conmiittee to revise the articles of Confederation pub-

lished by Congress, and make report to this meeting, which is to ha

adjourned."

" Jan. 13, 1778, at one of the clock, Met according to the foregoing ad-

journment.

" Blackleach Jesup was chosen to supply the families of ye soldiers of

the Continental army, in addition to the former eommittee.

" Whereus, His Excellency the Governor, on receipt of the articles of

the confederation published by Congress, for the approbation of the sev-

eral assemblies of the United States, sent a copy of the same to this town,

in order for the town to show their sense relative thereto,

" It is voted by this town that they are sensible of the great difficulty

of concerting any plan of union with so many different States, under so

many dilierent ciicumstances, free from objection, and without being

liable to exceptions
;
yet the articles contained in said confederation

generally appear to this town to be well framed, and calculated to form a

union for the general benefit of the whole; yet, notwithstiinding, this

town beg leave to submit to ye consideration of the General Assembly

whether the method of supplying the common treasury, contained in the

eighth article, and the mode of raising a continental army, in the ninth

article, is so just and equitable as may be devised.

" Voted, also, that a copy of this he sent forthwith to the General As-

sembly to show the sense of the town in the premises."

" Aug. 10, 1778.— Voted, That the committee heretofore appointed to

procure clothing for the officers and soldiers in the Continental army
are desired to procure money on interest, to purchase said clothing as

soon as may be ; and the select men are oidered to pay the interest and

cost of procuring the said money, out of the town treasury."

" Aug. 1(1, 1778.— Wliercan, On a division of salt belonging to the town,

there is yet a small part remains on hand, and the inhabitants agree and

vote that the select men shall p.ay the expense that luis arisen on sd salt

out of the said remainder ; and if there is still any remains, to deliver the

same to ye families of such soldiers belonging to this town as are in the

army."
" 2d Monday in March, 1779.—Dr. Betts not being present, Capt. James

Richards chosen Moderator.

" Voted and aijreed, That all fines and forfeitures that shall bo collected

out of the alarm list, and militia companies, and light hoi-se, in this town,

for neglecting to turn out at the time the enemy landed at Tarry Town
last Deer., and at the time the enemy came to Horscneck last Feb., and

shall hereafter neglect to turn out, shall be delivered by the town treivs-

urcr to the Captain of the company from which the game ahall be col-

lected, and this vote t/> wjntinue in fr;rc« during the pli-anure of the

town."

";iil Monday in June, 1770, at i o'clock, O.l. Thomax Kit/;h, Oafrt.

Kliphalet Ijiickwood, and Haninel C. Hilliman, Kiwp, were chowm wm-
mittee U) meet a (,'ontity (Jonvenlion at Fairfield, to consult the addrew

from the Continental Congress respecting the depreciation of the Conti-

nental currency, cU'.

At the same meeting,

"Voted, That the inhabitants of this t«wn shall he put into ati many

classes as their cota of soldiers in the Continental Army, and each claM

to provide clothing for one stddier."

TOWX-IIOUSE.

At the .same meeting (l.st.Monday of Augu.st, 1779),

" Voted, To have a town-house built as soon as conveniently may be.

"The dimensions to be forty-five feet by thirty, posts bixt««n feet;

lower story twelve feet in height, a <onveniei;t chimney at each cud

and to be set on the Westerly part of the Town House Hill."

Aug. 16, 1779,

"Voted, That we will strictly and punctually adhere to the recommen-

dation of s"* convention (of the County) with respect to putting a stop to

the depreciation of the Continental Currency ; and also abide by any

such measure as convention shall hereafter lulopt for such purjxjbc."

" '.i7th Day of June, 1780. Doct. Thadileus Betts chosen moderator.

*^\'otcd, That we will ta.\ ourselves to raise money to hire the number

of Soldiers to compleat the quota of this town for the CVmlinental Army.

"Voted, That Col. Matthew Mead, Capt. Nathan Gilbert, Capt. Samuel

Keeler, Lt. .lames Betts, Capt. Solomon Morehouse, Lt. Jer. B. Ells, and

Capt. Danl. Richards be a committee with full power to enlist such a

number of able-bodied men as shall be sufficient to compleat the quota

of this town for the Continental Service during the war, or three years

resolved by the General Assembly last May ; and that they engage such

sums, and in such a way as their discretion and judgment shall direct, to

such as shall appear to engage in said service ; and tlnit the same be done

forthwith, and a report thereof be made to this meeting at their adjourn-

ment."

At the same meeting,

" Voted, That we will take the late emission of paper money emitted by

this state, equal to silver and gold in all payments whatever."

" Nov. 13th, 1780. The inhabitants grant a t.'ix of sixpence lawful

money on the pound,* in silver and gold equivalent, ujwn the polls and

ratable estate of the inhabitants of this town, on the list for the year 1779

to be paid in beef, pork, wheatllonr, or money ; the beef to be ilelivercd

before the ICth day of December next, and the pork and flour before the

15th of January next, to the person or persons that may he apixunted to

receive the same or the money; the beef, pork, and flour at the prices

mentioned in one certain statute law of this State, intituled an Act for

Collecting and Storing a quantity of Provisions for the use of the Conti-

nental army, and the forces for tlic defense of this Stite.

"4tli day of Dec, 1781. The select men are directed to deliver the sum
of ninety pounds in State money, which they have now in their hands

to the coUectoi'S and receivers of provisions, for them to lay out in pur-

chasing casks and beef.

" The Select men are desired to hire money to procure thisttiwn's quota

of Soldiers for the Continental Army ; and the town eugiiges to indem-

nify them in doing the same.

" The inhabitants grant a tax of one penny on the pound, on the list

of 1770, to be paid in wheat & rye flour and Indian corn, agreealde to one

ceittiin statute, &c."

The following action was taken concerning inimical

persons

:

" The authority ^iiid select men are diroottHl to scud for the committer

respecting inimical persons, at the expense of this town."

The committee reported as follows

:

* On Aug. 25, 1770, they had levied a tax of two shilling's and sixpence

on the pound to defray the chai-ges arisen and arising on the town.

On the 13th of Mareh, 1780, they had laid a tax of twopence on the

pound to hire soldicre for the contiucutal army.

—

Halu
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" We the subscribers, agreeable to an act and appointment of the Hon-
orable Gen'l Assembly, having been called upon and requested by the

Civil authority and select men of the Town of Norwalk, to enquire into

the character and conduct of a number of persons wliose names are con-

tained in a list or roll by them presented to us as Inimical and Danger-

ous to the Liberties and Independence of the United States of America,

and we, having duly examined into the premises, are of opinion that the

following persons whose names ai-e hereafter expressed are inimical and

dangerous as aforesaid, and therefore give judgment and order that their

names be enrolled in the town clerk's office in s"! town of Norwalk as

dangerous and inimical as aforesaid for the purposes mentioned in an act

of the Gen'l Assembly of tliis State, entituled, An Act more effectually

to prevent robberies and plunders from our open and secret enemies,

vizt. : Obadiah Wright, Nathan Burwell, Jr., Thomas Hjinford, Nathan

Jarvis, Thomas Fairweather, David Bolt, Peter White, Hezekiah Whit-

ney (2d), Nathan Gregory, Pliilip Scrihner, Hezekiah Belden, John

Beldin, Edward Nasli, Gershora Raymond, James Fillio, William Bolt,

Ebenezer Church, David Lambert, Gould Hoyt, Abraham Whitney, John

Saunders, Jr., Garner Olmsted, Richard Patrick, Nathan Fitch, all of

Norwalk aforesaid ; eaah of the above named persons having tii-st been

duly notified and cited to appear before ns at time and place by us ap-

pointed for that purpose,—to shew reason if any they liad, why their

names should not be enrolled as aforesaid.

" Done at Norwalk, this 20th Day of April, a.d. 1771,

"By us, "D.\NiF,L Sheem.vjj,

" Benja. Henman,
" To the Town Clerk " Andw. Adams,

of Norwalk." " Increase Mosely."

"Dec. 4, 1781. James Selleck, Tlios. Benedict, Eli Reed, Ezra Bene-

dict, David St. John, Aaron C. Comstock, & Mattliew Merwine, are chosen

a committee to purchase cloathingfor the soldiers belonging to thistown

in the Continental Army; and directed to hire money on in-

terest to purchiise the same; and the town engages that the same shall

be made good to them with interest, as the same was at the time of

hiring."

" At tire same meeting the select men and military officers are to look

into tlie affair of the Continental Soldiers ; and the select men are to

class the inhabitants for such a number as they shall find wanted for the

quota of this town ; and also to class the inhabitants for suc'h a number
of soldiers as shall be wanted in a State regiment at Horseneck for one

year."

THE BURNING OP NORWALK.

Norwalk, together with Fairfield, Danbury, and
other towns, suffered severely during the war of the

Revolution. Its i^roximity to New York, then in the

possession of Governor Tryon, rendered its situation

hazardous in the extreme. On the evening of the 11th

of July, 1779, Governor Tryon appeared with his fleet

before Norwalk, and immediately ordered the British

torch to be applied to the town ; and not much time

elapsed ere the dwellings of the colonists, the public

stores and magazines, vessels in the harbor, and other

combustible property were a mass of smouldering

ruins. Various opinions have been advanced as to

the real animus which prompted this wholesale de-

struction by Governor Tyron of an unguarded* town,

but the most reasonable would seem to be that it was
|

in retaliation for the plunders committed on Long
Island—which was then in possession of the British

—by Long Island refugees then in Connecticut and
the Americans. These refugees would pilot the

whale-boats of the Americans to the Long Island

shore for plunder, and the people of Connecticut, it

is said, were repeatedly warned by the English Gov-
ernor that this unlawful plundering and robbing

must cease or he would burn its coast-towns.

* The principal male portion of the town was sen-ing in the Continental

army in other sections of the country.

!
The inhabitants in whose minds was still fresh the

I ravages of that July night when the torch of the in-

I vaders reduced these defenseless towns to ashes, were

j

slow to open their doors to the return of their Tory

j

neighbors, as the following vote, under date Feb. 24,

1783, shows

:

"Put to vote whetlior these persons which liave gone off and joined

themselves with the enemy should return back and inhabit in this town.

" Past in the Negative."

I

At an adjourned meeting, a fortniglit from the

above date,

" Eli Reed, Danl. Betts, Jr., James Benedict, Justus Hayt, Saml. Sey-

more, Lt. Joseph Rockwell, Thomas Betts, Jr., & Enoch Scribner, were

appointed a committee to assist the civil authority and select men, in

keeping out of this town any suspected or transient persons who shall

attempt to reside within the limits thereof; and make information of

such persons to the authority and select men ; & take their direction in

all proceedings with them."

"Dec. 1,1783. Her.ekiah Rogers, .Toh Bartram, Isaac Keeler, Saml.

Deforest, Justus Hayt, Matthew Gregory, Sanil. Comstock, SleiJhen Betts,

Eli Reed, were appointed a conmiittee to take directions from the select

men of this town, and deal with those persons who have been to the

enemy and returned, according to their directions."

" Last Monday in December, 1783. Voled, That the select men and

Committee are to act their discretion respecting those persons which have

joyned the enemy, notwithstanding any former votes."

DEFENSE OF NORWALK.

The people, alarmed lest at any time their town

might be invaded and again plundered by the Brit-

ish, under date Feb. 18, 1782, voted as follows

:

" That a sufficient number of men he raised, by inlistment, for a suffi-

cient guard in this town.

" Col. Thos. Fitch, Col. Matthew Mead, Capt. James Richards, Capt

Eliph. Lockwood, & Mr. Hooker St. John are chosen a conmiittee to as-

certain the number of men wanted for a guard, and lay a plan for raising

the same.

"To the inhabitants of the town of Norwalk now assembled in town

meeting: We the subscribers being appointed to lay a plan for raising a

number of guards sufficient to defend this town, with a sum of twelve

hundred and forty pounds lawful money granted to this town by the

General Assembly for that purpose, beg leave to Report: That there be

forthwith raised by inlistment for the town, of six months unless sooner

discharged, ninety men including corporals; and that there be appointed

one Captain, and one En.sign for the iiurpose of defending thistown;

and that a Captain have £C lawful money per month ; an Ensign £350
per month, a Corporal £2 4 0, and a I'rivate £2 0 0 per month ; and that

we find that the said sum will amount, for six months, to the sum of

Eleven Hundred and fifty-three pounds Ten Shillings: and that 18 be

stationed at the lower end of the town on the East side of the river ; and

18 at Ketchum's, one-half theieof to keep centry at the going on at Ste-

phens Island ; and 18 at the Old Well, and 18 at Flax Hill, and 18 at

Middlesex; and that officers or privates, at their election, have one-half

of their wages in provisions at tlie following prices, viz. : fresh beef, 3i/^d;

salt beef, 4d
;
flour, at 2J4d per pound; and that there be a Corporal

to each class ; and that the officers be appointed by the authority and

select men ; all of whicli is submitted by your most obed't humble

serv'ts."

" Aug. 1, 1782. Whereas the wages given by this town to the Guard to

serve for the defense of this town for the term of five months unless

sooner discharged, are found insufficient to induce a sufficient number to

engage in s'^ service, it is therefore voted and agreed by this town, that

the officers already engaged in said service receive, in addition to the

wages given, the usual rations for such officers hereafter; and that the

soldiers already engaged, receive from this time, in addition, rations as

usual, and that those who shall hereafter enlist into sii service to the 20th

of August next, shall receive 40s per month to that time, unless sooner

discharged, and rations ; and that such a number of s'' guard to duty, in

the day time, as the Captain shall judge proper; and at all times when

he shall judge it necessary for the safety and defense of the town.



NOllWALK. 509

" The authority and select men to maintain a Lieutenant to serve in

the guiiril & ill tliis town ; and to liave his pay and rations in proportion

to tlie other offlceiB."

At the same meeting,

"Voted, Tliat on a complaint heing made to the authority and select

men of tliis town, against any olhccr or soldier in the guard, of his or

tlieir not being faithful in doing their duty, the «aid authority and select

men shall cause tlio s'' officer or soldier to be called befoi o tluun and ex-

amine into their conduct, and on proof of their misconduct, may dismiss

tliem from service."

May 6, 1782,

"Voted, That there shall be a committee appointed to liire throe sol-

diers to serve in the continental army for the term of one year."

The followiug application for relief in consequence

of the burning of the town was nuide under date Aug.

11, 1783

:

"This town tailing into consideration the many and great distresses,

difficulties, and losses a number of the inhabitants have sustained, met

with, and are reduced to, by means of the enemy's burning up, destroy-

ing and plundering them of their most necessary property during the late

war with Great liritain ; and the very great injury and damage done to

the town by means thereof; and that the same was brought on the town

during the course of war undertaken by the direction and order of the

inhabitants of this State united with the other States, and tlie common
consent of the inhabitants of this State, for the defense and security of

the common liberties, privileges, and freedom of this State; in which war

it was then understood and fully expected the misfortunes accidentally

thrown on any particular part during the course of the war, as it was un-

dertaken for the defense and security of the whole, and considering that

it is altogether just, equitable, and riglitoous so to be, have thereupon

agreed and voted that Col. Stephen St. John, Esq., be agent for the town

make use of such measures as he shall judge proper, by memorial in

conjunction with other suffering towns, or separately, to the General .As-

sembly, or otherwise, in order to obtain redress of the town's grievances

sustained and met with during the course of the war, and for a repair of

the dam.igos done by the enemy, to bo made to tlie individual sufferers,

excepting to those sufferers who are known to be inimical to the liber-

ties and independence of the United States of America."

In 1792 the Legislature allowed these sufferers the

sum of £26,066 Os. Id. in lands in the present State

of Ohio, known as the " Connecticut Reserve."

REMINISCENCES.

The following reminiscences of the burning of Nor-

walk are taken from Hall's " Norwalk :"

"Thomas Benedict, who was aged eighty-two,

March 14, 1847, says, 'After the burning of Fairfield

the enemy was expected here. They came Saturday,

while the people were harvesting. While he was

driving the team, John Saunders, one of the Tories,

came along and said, ' Oh, boys, you are too late to

harvest.' Saunders had finished his harvest. The sun

was about two hours high, and Savmders was in high

spirits at the coming of the enemy, as one of his sons

was with the enemy, and he expected his property

would be spared. But it was all burnt; and the other

son with his negro went off with the enemy.
" ' Our soldiers were collecting fast, and stopped at i

his father's house, which stood where Mrs. Phillips

now lives. A tub of wine and a bowl stood on the

stoop ; as they came along they stopped and drank,

and were very merry. His father's fiimily hastily

packed up what goods they could, put them on the

cart, which he drove that night up to Beldcn's Hill,

to Thomas St. John's. He and the oxen had worked

hard tliat day, and were very tired. At Mr. St. Jolin's

a party of light-liorse cuine in the night, ife fell

aslec!)); some of tiieiri took out his silver Ijrooch and

carried it off. Haw the first smoke of tlie Ijurniriff of

Norwalk in the morning. Heard the guns "pop, pop,

pop, a good while." The first house burned was where

George Day now lives. The house where Mr. Bene-

dict now lives was occupied by the British as a hos-

pital for the wounded, and therefore was not burnt at

first. When the British retreated they set it on fire,

but our people rallied soon enough to put it out. The

house was built by Mr. Beoedict's grandfather. On
his return to Norwalk saw a British soldier that had

been killed ; Seth Abbott shot him as he was getting

over a wall. "Now," says Abbott before he fired,

"if I kill him, it will go right through his heart."

He fired, and the soldier fell backward, dead. The

British, when they landed on the west side, marched

up to near where Capt. Daniel K. Nash now lives.

A tall British soldier was shot there.

"'Mr. Learning used to preach on the wickedness

of resisting the king, and most of the Tories were of

his congregation. According to his creed and preach-

ing, we " were only a parcel of rebels." There would

not have been so many Tories but for his preaching

up such doctrine. He went off with the British.'

" Mrs. Benedict, wife of Thomas, aged eighty-one,

November, 1846, daughter of Phineas Waterbury,

lived at Rooton River, at the head of the i)ond ; saw

the British fleet when they came from Long Island to

the burning of Norwalk. There were twenty-six sail,

—sloops. The enemy used to come every little while

to the place where she lived to drive off cattle. One
night she heard the cows low and the dogs bark and

some one hallooing, ' The Tories are after the cattle
;'

' The Tories have got all our cows.' Her mother

raised the window and called out, ' Turn out the

guard ! Turn out the Guard !' so loud that people a

mile distant heard her in two places. One of the

Tories called to her to be still, or he would shoot her.

'I am not afraid of you,' she answered; and called

out again, 'Turn out the guard! Turn out the

guard !' The man fired, and Mrs. Benedict heard

the ball whistle; but the Tories ran for their lives,

frightened off by her mother's call for the guard.

" A month after this, one night while her brother,

aged twenty years, was on guard with others, she

heard the dogs bark, and then a challenge of ' Who
comes there?' The answer was, with an oath, 'A
friend to King George;' and immediately guns were

fired and there was a trampling of steps down the road.

One came and' said that her brother was wouiuled. and

presently he was brought in dead, shot through the

head. Three Avere killed, who were all in their twen-

tieth year, two wounded.
" One night the enemy entered her father's house

when they were in bed, seized her father, and car-

ried him a prisoner to New York
;
they would not
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stop to let him dress. They came into her room ; she

told them they were only children there. 'D—

n

her!' said one; 'lift up the bed.' They thrust their

bayonets under the bed and went off.

"Daniel Nash, aged seventy-seven, son of Daniel,

son of Micajah, was told by his grandfather that his

grandfather was the first male child born in the town.

What his name was he does not know. (It is among
the genealogical records, John Nash.) His sons'

names were John and Nathan. From the last John
proceeded all the Nash families in this region. Na-

than had no children. He was the first churchman in

the family. This account Daniel Nash had from his

grandfather, who was brought up by said Nathan.

The reason of his change was this: he had been

brought up in great abhorrence of religious forms,

and when at a meeting of ministers one of them read a

portion of the Bible, Nathan much disliked it, and so

resented it that he went occasionally to church, say-

ing that they might just as well read prayers as read

the Bible, and so turned churchman.
" When the Revolution broke out Daniel Nash

was a boy, about four years old, at Patchogue, L. I.

Remembers the time when the tea was thrown over-

board at Boston. Remembers hearing, before Nor-

walk was burnt and afterwards, what was the reason

why Governor Tryon burned it. Some of the Long
Island people were refugees on the Connecticut shore

(Long Island was in possession of the British). These

refugees used to pilot the Americans when they went

in whale-boats to Long Island for plunder. Gov-

ernor Tryon said if the people on this side did not

stop that, he would come over and burn the town

;

and he did burn it.

"Nathaniel Raymond, aged ninety-four, May 1,

1847. Has lived near the Old Well wharf all his

days ; was a corporal in the guard ; a Revolution-

ary pensioner
;
lay often on the rocks at Belden's

Point; was at New York among the Connecticut

troops when the British landed at Flatbush, and in

the lines across the island after the British crossed

into New York. When the British came to burn the

town they landed at Fitche's Point Saturday night.

He carried such of his household effects as he could

down near the pottery called the village and hid

them in a swamp, then carried his father and mother

and some of their effects back some three miles in a

cart
;
returned, and with fourteen others, volunteers,

under their own command, took arms, and went up to

the hill where John Raymond lived. In the night

the British fired a ball at them at random. It struck

the ground near them. Sunday morning the harbor

was full of boats. They landed at the Old Well;

chased the fifteen volunteers over John Raymond's

hill, by where Capt. D. K. Nash now lives, and so

over to Round Hill, dragging a field-piece, which

they fired at the volunteers from the top of Round
Hill. When the British landed, the volunteers fired

at them from John Raymond's hill. Saw Grum-

mon's Hill ' all red' with the British ; there was ' old

Tryon and all his tribe.' The two parties of the

enemy met near Grummon's Hill and went up to

France Street, where was a skirmish. There were

about thirty American regular soldiers in town. Ja-

cob Nash (the grandfather of Capt. Daniel K. Nash)

was killed there. He was a regular soldier, at home
on a furlough. Our men had an old iron four-

pounder at the rocks, which the British took and

spiked. The Rev. Mr. Leaming was 'as big a Tory

as ever there could be on earth.' . He continued

praying for the king in public worship till the inhab-

itants forbade him. Very many of his congregation

were Tories, but the people never molested such as

did not commit any hostile act. The violent Tories

were seized and shut up in Pudding Lane, some car-

ried to jail. The Tories were the informers and

pilots of the enemy, and those who went off often

came back with parties, plundering, driving off cattle,

and carrying away such men as they were able to lay

their hands on.

"Mrs. Mary Esther St. John (widow of William),

aged ninety-four in November, 1846. When Fair-

field was burnt her father was harvesting down in the

Neck. Expecting the British to come here imme-

diately, they left the harvest ; but when the British

crossed to Long Island her father rallied hands and

went down to his harvesting. Saturday, near night,

the alarm-guns fired. Her husband rode down to the

Neck and returned ; his horse was wet with sweat, as

though he had been in the water. She was about

putting some bi-ead in the oven. A woman who lived

with Mr. Belden came running in and asked, ' Are

you going to stay ?' ' No, I am going out of the way.'

' Well,' said the woman, ' I shall stay ; I will go to

Governor Tryon and plead for the house. When he

was governor he stayed with us one night, with his

attendants and horses. I will tell him of that, and we

are friends to the government.' Mrs. St. John said,

' If you are going to stay, take my dough.' She took

it, and presently came running for the oven-wood.

Mrs. St. John and her husband and family, -with what

effects they could carry, went up into the woods at the

East Rocks. They had a bedstead, which they set up
;

milked the cows which they drove with them, drank

the milk, and stayed there that night. In the morn-

ing the guns were firing ; the smoke of the burning

houses rose. Her husband said, ' The work is begun

;

they are burning the town.' The woman succeeded

in saving Mr. Belden's house. She told Mrs. St. John

that she went up to Grummon's Hill, where Governor

Tryon sat, with chairs and a table, writing his orders.

She begged for the house ; lie wrote her a protection,

and sent with her a file of soldiers. When she reached

the house it had already been set on fire in two places,

but the soldiers put it out.

" The town-house, which stood where the present

one stands, was in the Revolution occupied as a guard-

house. The troops, on their passage to New York,
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used to lodge there. She saw many of them not more

than fifteen or sixteen years ohl. Mr. Learning she

knew well. She attended his cliurch. He eontinued

to pray for the king as long as lie dared to. He went

away with the British. It was sad to live in the midst

of war, but what was the most unpleasant of all was

the difference of sentiments among neighbors and kin-

dred. Mrs. St. John lived, in the llovolution, on the

old St. John place, nearly opposite Governor Bissell's.

Her house that Avas burnt in tlic licvolution stood be-

tween the site of the present house and the widow

Buckingham St. John's, at the foot of Grummon's
Hill. The latter place was then occupied by a family

named Grummon."
The following from the columns of the Norwalk

Gazette are valuable contributions to the historic lit-

erature of the town. The first article is editorial, and

the latter is from the pen of Rev. Dr. T. S. Childs

:

" Dr. Hall, in giving the narrative of Miss Phoebe

Comstock and of her colored servant Onesimus, has

mixed two different incidents, both of which were re-

lated to us many score times during our childhood by
' Miss Phoebe' and ' 0-ne,' as both used to be familiarly ,

known and called.
j

" On the landing of the red-coats, as the Bi"itish

troops were always called, 0-ne was raking salt hay

on what for more than a century has been known as

the Comstock Salt-Hay plat, near the present Keyser

Island. He saw the British fleet make its way up past

Smith's Island and come to anchor between Keyser's

and Calf Pasture. A yawl-boat filled with soldiers

was rowed up to near where he was, when, seeing*the

decks of all the vessels, or ' sloops,' as 0-ne termed

them, covered with soldiers, he ran for his horse,

which stood saddled under a tree, and, mounting,

put the animal to his fastest paces till he reached Old

Well, where he gave the alarm, then ran his horse to

the bridge, where the general alarm was sounded by

firing guns, etc. He then rode as hastily as possible

to his home, then with the elder Miss Phoebe on the

crest of the hill northeast from the present residence

of William L. Waring, Esq., of New Canaan. On
reaching home, all the cattle, including the horses,

oxen, and cows, were hastily driven off and into the

AVhortleberry Hills woods, where the modern Miss

Phoebe, whom Dr. Hall interviewed, and her elder sis-

ter stayed out all night watching them so they should

neither fall into the hands of their Tory neighbors

(who used to steal cattle for the British, and who were

their greatest dread) nor stray away. Next forenoon

the younger Miss Phoebe returned home for food, leav-

ing her sister still in the woods with the cattle, where

they had watched all night.

" On gaining the crest of the hill at her home she

saw the smoke from the burning of Norwalk. She
climbed an apple-tree and could plainly see the sol-

diers—red-coats—moving about and houses burning.

She watched the meeting-house, then standing at or

near the present home of Charles S. Lockwood, on

East Avenue, and saw the Btceple fall in. It wan the

'dreadfulest day' she ever experienced, she oft repeated.

II(ir father and four brothers and 0-ne had gone down

and taken thciir guns to assist in the defense, and the

women were left all alone at home. The men-folks

were all enrolled in what was called the 'guard.'

Miss Phoebe and 0-ne never varied in their story to

us that the larger portion of the British forces landed

on Calf Pasture Beach and marched up past the late

William Marvin's residence. This Ijody was joined

by a smaller force, which had rowed to Fitche's

Point before landing, and formed a junction with the

main body just below the present railroad bridge on

lower East Avenue. A third smaller detachment

rowed up in their small boats and landed at Old Well

(South Norwalk), on the flats just below and very

near the present Ilaymond Brothers' coal-docks.

This body, whose progress was resolutely resisted,

marched around by Flax Hill to West Avenue, and

ultimately formed a junction with Tryon, who had

established his headquarters on the crest of Grum-
mon's Hill. llev. C. M. Sellick now has the chair

which the Phoebe Comstock traditions say Tryon sat

in on that occasion. All testimony agrees in that he

sat there coolly viewing and enjoying the devastation

of the town, in full sight of the terror-stricken women
and children, whose male guardians were all engaged

in harassing the enemy from every possible place of

concealment and safety. The only regular fight of

the day amounting even to the dignity of a skirmish

was, according to Aunt Phoebe and 0-ne, in the rear

of the present house of William B. E. Lockwood,

Esq. The main body of the little band of our town's

defenders were retreating towards the Rocks, heavily

pressed by the red-coats, but contesting every rod of

the way by concealing themselves behind stone fences,

trees, and bushes, but on reaching the rear of the

Lockwood place they made a stand, and quite a

lively engagement ensued. But, overwhelmed with

the opposing numbers, they continued their retreat

up the Rocks road. The bullets and splintering done

by the musket-fire may yet be seen in some of the

rear portions of Mr. Lockwood's house, which is still

preserved.

" Many of the British soldiers got wine and cider

and were very drunk. The houses were robbed before

being set fire to, but ' up town' the people had moved

their valuables to Silver Mine, Boldcn's Hill, or the

Rocks, and buried all their silver and small things.

Some few had delayed, or having sympathized with

their Tory minister. Rev. Mr. Leaming, supposed they

would be safe from molestation
;
but, finding the red-

coats as alert to rob them as the colonists, had to

throw their silverware and small valuables into the

well and flee. Six houses only were savd in the town.

One stood where the Rev. S. B. S. Bissell now resides.

One was the old Horace Taylor house, on West Ave-

nue, and where George Washington subsequently

stopped and stayed all night on his trip to Boston.
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This house Avas removed from the site of James H.
Knapp's residence, but is now standing on the hill

Avest of A. J. Crofut's. Another one was the old

'Tommy Benedict' house, still standing next -below

Mrs. Dr. Lynes'. The Benedict family traditions say

that this house was so old then that a new house had
been built, iuto which the family had moved, leaving

the colored servants (slaves) to occupy the old house,

which is now standing. This was attempted to be

burned by setting fire to a straw bed, but one of the

colored men who had hid away, seeing the smoke, got

back into the house, threw the burning bed back into

the yard, and saved the house, and later in the day

they brought two wounded red-coats there to be treated

by their army su.rgeon, and the following winter twelve

families were crowded into it for shelter. This prop-

erty had continued in possession of the Benedict

family from the first settlement of Norwalk down to

within the last dozen or twenty years. When George

Washington stayed at the old Taylor house all night

the news spread rapidly around, and Miss Phebe

heard of it and rode down on a pillion behind 0-ne to

get a sight of him. She told us that he had just

started to continue his coach-ride to Boston. He had

four horses with outriders. When he got opposite

Tommy Benedict's cider-mill he had his carriage

stopped and asked for a drink of the new cider they

were then making. A pail was brought him, and, as

no dipper was handy, he stood up in his coach and

drank the cider out of the pail. So she had a real

good look at him, and felt well paid for her horseback-

ride down from the country to see the great George

Washington. Another house that escaped the confla-

gration was on the northeast side of Pudding Lane,

now Main Street, and formerly known as the old

Whitney place. A great many houses belonging to

the Tories were also burned, which so filled them with

indignation that many afterwards joined the colonists

in resistance to the British rule. Another was the

ancient homestead of the earliest Mott family, and

which came into the possession of the writer some

thirty years ago and was our residence down to the

period of the late war. This house was quite a pre-

tentious structure for those days, and the red-coats

set fire to it—as the family legends run—on the broad

shelves of the unfloored milk pantry. These burned

into and dropped to the ground, and the fire went out.

The colonists from near this house poured a lively

musket-fire on the red-coats coming up West Avenue,

and this led to several shots being fired from the field-

piece the ai-tillery had in position close by Tryon on

top of Grummon's Hill. One of these English solid

shot was subsequently dug up nearly ten feet below

the surface adjoining this house, and is now in our

possession. It is an English 9-pound solid shot.

From the Mott house they crossed the river at the

ford (now Brady's Bridge) on their way to Grum-
mon's Hill. Several sloops and small sailing-craft in

the harbor were also captured and burned before the

enemy reshipped and set sail for their rendezvous

again for Huntington Harbor.
" From Long Island the enemy made frequent in-

cursions all along our Connecticut shore, being fur-

nished with information by Tory residents as to where

cattle, stores, and supplies might be stolen. It was

one of these small raids that surprised Aunt Phoebe

and 0-ne, as related by Dr. Hall, and an account of

which we have repeatedly heard both relate. The
writer has in his possession the veritable side-saddle

upon which Aunt Phoebe rode that famous race from

the salt meadow to town. It was a gift from her to

his mother. Aunt Phoebe's father always kept good

horses, and she could mount and ride a horse either

with or without a saddle as good as any of her

brothers.

"The first notice of the landing of the British forces,

at the time of the town's destruction, was undoubt-

edly given, as related, by 0-ne. It was on Saturday,

July 11, 1779. The fleet, as it lazily sailed into the

outer mouth of our harbor from Long Island, must

have been observed by many, but it was always con-

ceded by our old people that O-ne was entitled to the

credit of running his horse to the bridge and giving

the first information to the people and guard that a

large force of the enemy were disembarking. O-ne

was also a servant to the Rev. Mr. Burnett, pastor of

the Congregational Church, and who also acted as

chaplain to the Continental troops during various

periods of the Revolutionary war, and used to accom-

pany the 'fighting parson' whenever he went away
with the troops. O-ne was a slave owned by the

Comstocks, and they loaned hiin to their minister for

this service. He was purchased by the father of Aunt

Phoebe when he was four years old, and one English

pound was paid for every pound avoirdupois of his

physical weight. Mr. William L. Waring, of New
Canaan, who has recently administered on the Com-

stock estate, has this curious document now in his

keeping. Parson Burnett resided on East Avenue, in

the first place north of the present home of Town
Treasurer E. B. Burnett, and set out the stately and

venerable elms which at this late period constitute the

chief attraction of the old homestead.

"An interesting and instructive lesson is afforded

by the attitude and positions taken by the two lead-

ing clergymen of the town at that period, and the

potent influence exerted by either upon the minds of

the people. The Episcopal clergyman remained loyal

to the king's cause, and was accused of having been

the cause of so many of his parishioners joining the

Tories, so great and active was his personal influence

among his people. The Congregational, on the other

hand, in season and out of season, preached, prayed,

talked, walked, and fought against what he believ6d

to be unwarranted British usurpations, and his people

unitedly followed his teachings and practices. The

Norwalk minister. Rev. Mr. Burnett, the Darien min-

ister (then Middlesex), Rev. Dr. Moses Maher, and



the Stamford minister, Rev. Dr. Noah Wells, had

especially angered the Tories, and through informa-

tion furnished by them i)rovoked the maledictions of

the British authorities, and there is no doubt tliat

these military raids were made even more in tlie si)irit

of retaliatory punishments ibr the teacliings of these

rebellious ministers tlian for tlic gratification of tlieir

natui'al thirst for plunder.

" To these patriotic ministers in great measure must

be due the historic meed of praise bestowed uj)on

Norwalk by that eminent historian Bancroft, who
once emphasized the fact to us personally that our

town sent more men into the Revolutionary war in

proi^ortion to our population than any other town in

the old thirteen States. Our men rushed to the front,

musket in hand, on the first note of alarm, as boys

now run to a fire. There was no waiting then for

equipment, draft, or bounty, but every nuxn and boy

old enough to hold a musket hurried to the point of

danger with an intense eagerness born of those days

of high-born patriotism."

BURNING OF NORWALK.*

"The war had been in progress over four years.

The brunt of it had been transferred to the South.

Provost and Campbell were scouring the Carolinas

and Georgia. At the North, Sir Henry Clinton was

sending out his marauding-parties on expeditions of

plunder and destruction. Governor and Gen. Tryon

Avas a fit leader in this work. He was familiar with

this region ; two years before he had led his troops

to Danbury, and from Ridgefield had beaten his re-

treat to the Sound. He now undertook to sweep the

Connecticut coast.

"The Fourth of July came that year (1779) on

Sunday. The people of New Haven had made their

arrangements to celebrate the day on the following

]\Ionday, the 5th. On that day, however, Tryon
landed his forces at West Haven and made his attack,

with considerable difiiculty, on New Haven. The
injury here was not great, and Tryon withdrew and
made jireparations to sti'ike Fairfield. This he did

on Thursday, the 8th. The place was plundered, and
over one hundred and fifty buildings, dwellings, barns,

etc., were burned. They afterwards attacked Green's

Farms and then sailed across the Sound to Hunting-
ton, whence they recrossed and landed at Norwalk.

There is a curious discrepancy as to time here. Presi-

dent Stiles, HoUister, and the modern histories gen-

erally, we believe, make the landing to have been on
Sunday evening, the 11th, and the burning of the

town on Monday, the 12th. Yet Stiles in another

entry, under 'July 11, 1779, Lord's Day,' says 'he

was interrupted in middle of the sermon with news
of burning of Norwalk.' In Dr. Hall's ' History of

Norwalk' the witnesses agree that the enemy ' came
Saturday, while the people were harvesting.' ' They
landed at Fitche's Point Saturday night,' and the

* By Rev. Dr. T. S. ChiUs.
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town was burnt on Sunday. But the declHive evi-

dence seems found in the memorials sent up by the

inhabitants to the General Assembly soon after the

disaster. These all fix tlic date of the destruction of

the i>lace on the lltli of .July ; this Wius on Sunday.

Tills reconciles another difiiculty. Jf, as is stated,

Gen. Parsons and his (Jontinentals did not arrive on

the ground until Monday, it sliows why no more ef-

fectual resistance was made.f At all events, it seems

cl(!ar that the landing was made on Saturday night.

'Sunday morning tiie harl>or at Lower Norwalk was

full of boats.' Tryon and his forces took possession

of Grummon's H ill, where, ' with chairs and a table,

he sat writing his orders' and overseeing the destruc-

tion of the place.

" That remarkable historian, Samuel Peter.'?, in his

'History of Connecticut,' says, 'Gen. Tryon rei)alred

to Norwalk, where, having by proclamation enjoHied

the Inhabitants to keep witliin their houses, lie ordered

sentinels to be stationed at every door to prevent dis-

orders,— a tenderness, however, they insulted by firing

upon the very men thus appointed to guard them.

The consequence was destruction to themselves and

the whole town, which was laid in ashes.'

"The falsity of this explanation is evident,—1. Be-

cause the burning, according to the testimony here,

was in execution of previous threats for some of the

acts of the ' rebels' of the place, as he called them ; 2.

There is no evidence of any such firing from the houses

;

3. The whole raid was one of burning and plunder.

"Six houses only were sjiared; one hundred and

thirty-five were destroyed, besides eighty-nine barns,

twenty-five shops, five vessels, and four mills. The
jjcople fled to the hills and woods north of the town.

Ca2)t. Stephen Betts with a handful of men made an

ineffectual resistance, four men being killed. The
Congregational and Episcopal churches were both

destroyed, although the Episcopal clergyman, Mr.

Leaming, was a strong friend of the royal government,

and, with others who sympathized with him, withdrew

with Tryon when he left Norwalk, or, as his friends

put it, he ' was removed by Gen. Tiyon.'

t Wo have some question on this point, but we have not had time to

make the necessary investigation. Tryon had written to Gen. Parsons,

anil, referring to British successes, had said, '• Surely it is time for ra-

tional Ajneiicans to wish for a reunion with the jwivnt State, and to

adopt such measures as will speedily eftect il.'' Pai^sons at a later date

answered, "Sir, I should have paid an earlier attention to your jwlite

letter had I not entertained some hope of a personal interview witli you

in your descents upon the defenseless towns of CAUinocticut, to execute

your master's vengeance upon the rehellious women and formidahle hosts

of hoys and girls who wore induced hy your prodanuilions to remain in

those helpless places, and who, if they had l>een suffered to continue in

the enjoyment of that peace which their age and sex entitled tliom to

expect from civilizeiVnations, yon undoubtedly supj^sed would pn>ve tiie

scourge of Britain's veteran troops, and iduck fivni you tliose laurels

with wliich that .rtciv/ expedition so plentifully crowuoil yo\i. But your

siuideu departure fl-om Xormilk and the jiarticular attention you jwid to

your pei-sonal safety when at that place, and the prudent resolution you

took to suffer the town of Stamfoi-d to escape the conflagration ti) which

you had devoted Fairfield and Norwalk, prevented my wishes on this head.

This, I hope, will sufflcieutly apologize for my delay in answering your

lust letter."
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"The memorials before alluded to represent 'that

many of the inhabitants of Norwalk went over to the

enemy' during the war. Their estates were confis-

cated. Some trouble arose about these afterwards,

necessitating the interference of the General Assem-

bly. The disposition made of a part of one of them

will be seen in the action of the Assembly on the pe-

tition of Abraham Benedict, given below.

" The destruction of the town seems to have been fin-

ished by noon of Sunday. Tryon withdrew his forces

and recrossed the Sound. The character of this raid

may be judged from the following testimony and me-

morials copied from the originals in the State Li-

brary.

"The first is that of Capt. Betts himself:

"'FAIRFIELD COUNTY, I

r SS
"'Norwalk, July 26, 1779. i

"
' Capt. Stephen Betts, ofCol. Z. Butler's Regt., in ye

Continental service, personally appeared and made sol-

emn oath 'that on the 11th inst., while ye enemy

invaded Norwalk, he with about fifty Continental

troops and some militia engaged a superior number
of ye enemy, which obliged them to give way to un-

equal force. As they retreated, John Waters, a Con-

tinental soldier, fell into ye enemy's hands, delivered

up his arms, and begged for life. But ye enemy, not-

withstanding, assaulted him with abayonet, with which

they stabbed him in sundry places, and then one of

them presented his Piece and aimed (as ye Captainsup-

posed) at his Body, but missing that ye ball shattered

his arm. Whereupon finding no Quarter he made a

strong effort to escape, which he hapjiily effected.

Soon after ye above accident John Lick (Rich?), an-

other Continental soldier, was shot so as to fall, and,

as ye enemy were nigh and crowded fast on our People,

he desired Capt. Betts to leave him, as they could not

take him off without ye greatest Hazard. Capt. Betts

saw Lick no more, but says Capt. Eels, of Col. Wylly's

(?) Regt., told him he saw Lick after ye enemy had

retreated, about two hours after Capt. Betts saw him.

He was then dead and ye top of his skull torn off", sup-

posed to be blown off by a musquet to dispatch him,

and further saith not.'
"

" ' Before me, Thaddeus Betts, Justice of Peace.'

" Abraham Benedict made a personal memorial that

' he had his dwelling-house burnt down and consumed

by the cruel and barbarous enemy on the 11th day of

July last past. That before that time he could but

just support himself and his wife and a numerous fam-

ily of small children, by reason of a slender constitu-

tion that he has labored under for many years past,

and that ... by means of having his house burnt

up, and the loss of considerable part of his house-

hold furniture and all his provisions, has reduced him
so low that he is altogether at present unable to build

him a home, and that he finds it almost next to im-

possible (by means of so many dwelling-houses being

burnt by the enemy in said Norwalk) to get a cover-

ing or shelter to screen himself and family from the

inclemency of the approaching season. . . . That on

the lltli day of July last past one Ebenezer Street,

then in said Norwalk, joined the said enemy and went

with them over to Long Island, and that on the said

Ebenezer Street's homestead, in said Norwalk, there

stands a small barn which your Honor's Distressed

Memorialist is extremely desirous to obtain for the

purpose of making a dwelling-house of it, to cover

himself and family, and that said barn and the other

estate of the said Ebenezer Street has lately been

adjudged and declared forfeit to his State by a special

County Court held at Fairfield,' etc.

" The memorialist goes on to say that he thinks he

can so join the barn ' to his chimney,' which has been

left standing, 'as to take advantage of it and of his

cellar, and that he can so fix up said barn that he im-

agines he can tolerably well live through the approach-

ing winter in it.' So he wants the barn appraised as

confiscated property and sold to him, which the As-

sembly ordered to be done.

" Oct. 18, 1779, a memorial signed by one hundred

and twenty-one persons was sent to the General As-

sembly asking relief, by exemption from taxes and in

such other way as the Assembly should see meet, on

account of the destruction of their property, etc. The
names of the signers connect us with a large number
of Norwalk's present families. They are such as

Betts, Butler, Raymond, Mallory, Fitch, Hanford,

Smith, Gregory, Gruman, Seymour, Marvin, Bene-

dict, St. John, Lockwood, Hoyt, Jarvis, Hyatt, Whit-

ney, Comstock, Beers, Jennings, Quintard, 'Heirs

Rev. Mr. Dickenson,' and many others.

" In answer to the memorial the Assembly appointed

Col. Benjamin Hinman, Col. Nehemiah Beardslee,

and Mr. William Heron to inquire into and estimate

the losses of every individual in said town of Nor-

walk, in consequence of the late hostile invasion of

the British troops.

" Later, in 1792, the Assembly voted to the suf-

ferers by Tryon's raid half a million acres of land,

owned by the State and lying south of Lake Erie,—

-

the tract afterwards known as New Connecticut. The
valuation allotted to Norwalk, as the greatest sufferer,

was over twenty-six thousand pounds. There are

families here, we believe, who are still enjoying the

benefit of that apportionment.
" It is difficult to estimate the influence of Tryon's

incursion during that memorable week, from the 5th

to the 12th of July, on the future history of the war

and of the country. Like the Indian barbarities, it

tended to intensify and consolidate the hostility to

England, and to strengthen the patriotism that had

so little to expect from the success of its enemies.

And so in the long outworking it is sure that the

bitter losses of that day, so hard for us now to realize,

were not a waste and the lives that went out were not

lost. But those lives deserve a memorial that they

have not received. Is there anything nobler in the

history of war than the act of that Continental soldier
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whose very name is obscure,—John Lick or John

Rich,—who, wounded and j)re.sscd by the enemy,

'desired Capt. Betts to leave liim' and save his own
life, and who was found by Capt. JOcils, 'after the

enemy had retreated,' with his skull l)lown off by a

musket to dispatch him? Noble follow! lie de-

serves a monument. Let him have it."

ORIGIN OF "YANKEE DOODLE" IN AMERICA.

It is a sober fact in history that the now world-wide

famous song of " Yankee Doodle" was composed in

derision of the Connecticut troops which served the

English army at Albany in 1758, in the war against

the French and Indians. All the colonial troops

were under the command of Col. Thomas Fitch, son

of Governor Thomas Fitch, of Norwalk.

The dress, marching, accoutrements, and general

appearance of the Connecticut troops greatly anuised

the officers of the English army, as well as the citizens

of Albany. An Albany newspaper wrote of the new-

comers that " some wore long coats, some wore short

coats, and others were with no coats at all. Their

dresses were as varied in color as the rainbow. Some
of the men had their hair croi>2ied like Cromwell's

Eoundheads, others were in wigs or wore curls in the

style of the cavaliers."

Dr. Shackburg, attached to the English army, in

derision of these motley-arrayed Connecticut regi-

ments, composed the first four verses of the now
famous song and called it " Yankee Doodle." The
music was not original with Shackburg, but was an
adaptation from a song composed upon a noted lady

in the reign of Charles I. in England, preserved in

nursery rhyme

:

" Luuy Locket lost Iiei- pocket

;

Kittie Fisher found it;

Nothing ill it, iiotliing in it;

But the binding round it."

It is supposed to have been written to satirize

Cromwell, and first appeared in his time beginning

:

' Yankee Doodle came to towu

Upon a Kentish pony :

He stuck a feather in his lint,

And called him Maccoroni !

"

CHAPTER LII.

IfOKWALK (Continued).

DOCUMENTARY AND CIVIL HISTORY.

DOCUMENTARY IIISTORY.>»

The following are extracts from the ancient rec-

ords of the town, and refer to a variety of interesting

subjects. From these records the reader may learn

the amount paid by the ancient dwellers in the town

for " fetching the cows ;" the mm paid a» wolf-boun-

ties ; the attention given to " keeping young people

still in meeting;" the amount allowed for "beating

ye drum" on Sunday, etc.

SWINE IN TIIK PLANTINO-FIELD.

"At a meeting !nli of May, 10o3, it is agreed and

ordered, tiiat if tbere siiali be found any swine in the

1 and planting field without youkf-s on, such

1 have been agreed upon formerly, tliat it shall

1 lawful for any inhabitant U) kill any of sucli

aforesaid swine being fijund in the above said woods,

after the date hereof, provided the person killinge

any such swine shall iinm'ediately endeavor to in-

forme the owners of sucli swine, tiiat they maj' take

them and make meate of them ; and this order to

continue untill the companie shall repeale it."

MB. HANFORD'S HOUSE.

"Desember the 18th, 1053, agreede by the Towns-

men about Mstr. Hanford's house with Ralph Keeiler

and Waltar Ilaite as followeth,—viz., Ralph Keeiler

is to fell all the Timber, and hewe what is to hewe,

and frame all. The timber to be laied by and

shinckles to be laied by in -,1 and he to rai.se the

house, and to hange the shinckles with pinnes, and

1 them 1 in clay and to make the mortar, and

1 house is to be in lenth 26 feete, and bredtli Ki

and for the saied worke, he is to have in

wheate at the marchants price, rest in current

pay, and he is to finish the by the 10th of Aj)rill

next ; and the said f is to do all the worke

belonging to the Frame, in such convenent time

as may sute Keeiler, for which worke he is to

have ye • for which worke he is to put it in his

rates, provide 800 of board, at 7s a hundred for

it ira Upi^on further consideration the aforesaid

frame is to be 31 foote in lenth, and IS foote in

bredthe, and Ralph Keeiler is to have 20 more ; and

Math. Marvin, Jr. now hath undertaken to lay in

2000 of good suff shinckles at Ralph Keeilers

ready to have at ."

THE POUKD.

" It was ordered and voted allso at the foresaied

mectingc, tliat there shall be a good and sufficient

pound or pinnefold erected and sett up, iis soon as the

season will permitt ; at the place where the Towns-

men shall appoynt, the saicd ])ound to be thirtie foote

square, six foote in height, six rayles in every lenth
;

the saved rayles to be 11 foote in lenth, and the post«s

to be about 10 inches square ; and for the saied pound
the Towne are contented, and doe promise to pay, to

any that shall undertake to finish, saved jiound, the

some of Twoe pounds.

"Memorandum: that in regard there is a conveni-

ence to have the saied pound made and that with ex-

pedition,—Nath. and Math. Camfield, Nath. Richards,

* For a largo portion of the following compilation the cilitor is in-

debted to Kev. Edwin Hall's Ancient Historical Records of Norwalk. t Obliterated.



516 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

and Thos. Fitch have undertaken to have the saied

pound maid accordinge to the agreement."

FELLING TIMBER.

" Agreede and voted at the aforesayed meetinge,

that if there shall be any timber felled in any of the

commonage belonging to the Town of Noewake
or uncorded beyond the space of three mounthes,

from the date hereof, that is to say Desember 29th

1653, then it shall be lawfull for any planter to use

and carry away the said timber as their proper owne.
" Agreed and voted also that if any timber shall be

found in the commonage aforesayed, lyinge and con-

tinuing above three mounthes after it is hewen and

corded, that then allso it shall be lawful and free for

any inhabitant or planter to take it and carry away, as

their proper owne.
" Agreed and voted at the aforesaied meetinge that

if any inhabitant shall fall or cause to be fallen any

tree into any common cart way, and not cause said

tree to be removed within the sj^ace of howres,

so as it to be noe annoyance to the saide cart way,

that then it shall be lawful for any of the inhabitants

to remove the saied tree, and — planter that did fall

the saied tree to the that removed the tree

the some of in good current pay."

BUKNING THE WOODS.

"And that the Townsmen shall see the woods

burned in the fitting season ; and of the time of

burning to give convenient notice to the inhabitants

that they may secure their fences."

TOWN OFEICERS IN 1C54.

" At a meten helde by the inhabitants of Norwake
on the 13 April, 1654, when they maid choyce of Mr.

Fitch, and Goodman Moore to be townsmen for the

insuen yere ; at the same time they chose Ely

as constable for the ensuing yere."

MAKING DRAINS.

" At a meetinge holden the 24th of April, 1654, it

was ordered and agreed and voted that there shall be

a drain made through every man's lott in the meadows
and of the lottes in the meadows on the other

side that whenever those men that are chosen to

ajjpoynt the same, and also the breadth and depth

of the same to be made as such indifferent men
chosen appoynt

;
provided also that whenever

the saied draines are to be made, there shall be allow-

ance afforded to every man, in meadow, for the losse

of the ground by reason of the said drains ; also that

the same drains are also to be kept and sustained by

the owners thereof, for perpetual as they were ap-

poynted ; and those men that are to vewe and ap-

poyent the saied drains Mr. Camfield, Nath. Eli,

Tho. Fitch."

ALLOTMENTS OF LAND.

" Ordered allso that the allottments to beginne to

be layed out as following : Videlicett to beginne

at the end of the hither plaine where John Greggory

mowed the last year, &c."

THE MILL.

" At a meetinge held the 6th of January, 1654, it

was voted and agreed, that the * mill shall desist

* and not to be caryed on, and Eichard Web,
Tho. Fitch, Nath. Richards, shall send upon the first

o^jportunitie to Leeiftenant Swaine, and acquaint him
with the minds of the Towiie concerning saied mill.

" Voted, ordered, agreed, and concluded at the

aforesaied meetinge, that the three undertakers of

the mill in the behalfe of the Towne, with Leeiftenant

Swaine, should with all convenient speed agree with

the said Leeiftenant Swaine for the desystinge and

leavinge of the said mill, as well as they could ; and

what charges the saied agreement amounted to, the

said Towne would satisfy & pay."

TOWNSMEN IN 1G55.

" At a meetinge held the 29th of March 1655,

voted and agreed that Richd. Web, and Richd.

Seamer, are chosen Townsmen for the ensuinge yeere.

" Agreed and voted also at the saied meetinge that

Walter Haite and Ralph Keeiler are to worke the

fence for the yeere ensuinge.

" Agreed and voted that Robt. Beacham is Gate

Keeper for the yeere ensuinge."

THE TOWN HERD.

"At a meeting held y'' 30 of May 1655, agreed and

voted that all dry cattle excepting 2 yeer ould heffers

shall be herded together on the other side of Norwake

river; and ther keep by the owners of the cattle;

every man keping according to his proportion of cat-

tle ther herded. It is also agreed at y" same meeting

that for the lodging and wonting of y'' sayed herd in

the place fore named there shall be a jjound erected by

the first Wednesday in June, every man sending in

help for y'^ efecting of the pound according to his pro-

portion of cattle ther herded. It is also agreed that

there is * to be employed in keeping the herd *

but suficient able man. It is also agreed that whoso-

ever, after lawfully warned, shall neglect his day in

keeping, shall forfeit five shillings to y'' use of the

towne, and for every our that a man is defective after

sun halfe an our hye, by not going forth of the towne

to the keeping of his herd, he shall forfeit six pence

for the town's use."

FETCHING THE SMITH'S TOOLS FROM HARTFORD.

" At the same meeting agreed and voted by the

towne of Norwake to give Matthew Camfield and

Nathaniell Hayes six and twenty shillings for the

fetching of the tools pertaining to the Smith from

Hartford, and is to be payd the next rate."

LANDS AND ACCOMMODATIONS.

" The estate of lands and accommodations in

the hands of as foUoweth [in 1665]

:

* Olbliteratecl.
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£ s. £ s.

Mstr. Haiiford
^00

00 Miitl. Miir viji, jr 10

Niith.KU 00 TlicB. lliil. H 118 00

Math. Cauilifield 281! 10 Wulti r llMjl(^ obliteiutcd.

Nathl. Tlicliards 00 Darj, Kcilotrge "

Kicli. Will

205

10 Nath. llaic B "

IsackuMoro ilM 00 .Idiiatli. Mamli "

Math. Marvin, son 273 00 Kalph Kecilcr "

Snni. Hales ffiO 00 .Jdlin Biivvton "

Tho. Fitch :S14 00 llii lid. Ihinius "

Iliclid.Olmsti'd

219

11) Malhcu Sc^nlidn

Matliias Scntion, sen. 189 00 Sti'jih. lii'ckwilh "

.liilm Cii isgurie

188

10 Tlios. Si-aiin-r "

Kobt. Hearliani 17:i 00 TIiok. liuptoii "

.Johnllnskuo

150

00 Wid, Moifjan "

Matli. Scntiiin, ji- 1.50 00 Tu di»iiu.se of 200 00

Ralph Kceilei-

150

00

Geo. Abbitt 75 00 Siinmi total in 517.J 00

L.M)DEKS PROVIDED.

"At a meeting holden the 21st of January, 1G55,

by the inhabitants of Norwake, voted and agreed that

every househohler sliall provide, erect, and sett up a

good and sufficient ladder reaching up to the chimney

above the house, the said ladder to be made and sett

up within one mounthe after the date hereof, and that

if any householder shall be defective herein, the said

householder shall of five shillings to the use of

the town.
" At the same meetinge, it was fuUie agreed, voted

and concluded, between the inhabitants of Norwake

of the one syde, and Waltar Haite of the other syde,

that the said Waltar Haite is to erect and sett up a

good and sufficient gate leading into the meadows of

the other side, &c. . . .

"Feb. 5, 1657. Voted and agreed that Eobt.

Beacham shall enjoy and possess that parcellof lande

lyinge betweene his home lott and the Coafe Bancke,

as his owne ;
being given and granted by the Towue

at the saied meetinge ; and the saied Robt. Beacham

has promised and ingaged to keepe and maintaine the

gate leadinge into the necke for the yere ensuinge.

" March 5, 1657. At the saied meetinge, Isacke

More, Matth. Sention, Mark Sention, Ed. Nash, with

consent of the Towne, have undertaken to make and

provide a good and sufficient wolfe-pitt upon the other

side in some convenient place, &c.
" (1657.) Memorandum. That Jonathan Marsh

does ingage to build a corne-mill and suffic-

ient

" Memorandum. That Jonathan Marsh is to have

ujjland to be laied out adjoininge to the mill

" At a Towne meetinge held the first day of March,

—58, agreed with Goodman Marsh about grinding

our corne, and he hath agreed to attend the towne 3

dayes in the week, that is to say, t^ie 2d, the 4th, and

the 6th day of the week, and these days he is to at-

tend, that we may have to fetch and carry

corne to the mill."

THE INDIANS.

" At a Towne meetinge the 18th of April, 1655,

voted and ordered Leeiftenant Olmsted and Thos.

Fitch are to take care and look after the Indians

are permitted to plant butt such as propei'ly

belongs to the towne ; that those that doe plant doe

speedily make up the fence, and so allso keep it up

sufficient, and also that noe Indian within a

quarter of a mile of tlie tf>wne.

NAILS FOR THE MEETING-HOUSE.

" At a Towne meetinge held the 22d of May, '55,

voted and instructed the Townsmen t» procuer

nayles, witli all speed, for the meeting-liouse, and at

as reasonable rate as they can Towne's account.

Allso, Tiios. Fitch, sen. and Leeiftenant (Olmsted are

desired to be helpful uuU) Nath Iticliards in—the

procuringe helpe for the niaking up the mill Damne."

THE cows TO PASTURE.

"Memorandum. The cowe keeper began to herd

the cowes the second Monday in May, being the 8th

or 9th day ; and the dry herde began to be driven out

by 3 men to Ilooton, that was Marke Sention,

Math. Sention, and Walter Haite to be al-

lowed 6d. a turne."

ADMITTING MR. REED.

" At the aforesayed meeting, voted and agreed that

Math. Reed is admitted to come into the towne as an

inhabitant."

MUST COME TO TOWN-MEETING?.

" Anno 1656, April 1st. At the same meeting

agreed and voted, that all the inhabitants of Norwake
shall all be present at the town meetings lawfully

warned, and answer to their names, upon the forfeit

of 12 pence a man, on such default; and there re-

mayn till the townsmen or townsman shall the

meeting, upon the same forfeit."

MR. HANFORD'S SALARY.

" At a meeting held by the inhabitants of Norwalke

(1656), agreed and voted, that Mr. Hanford shall have

three score jjounds allowed for the yere insuing, by

them for his rate, and he is to be ])aid as followeth :

30 pounds in wheat, and pease, and barley, at the

prices 4 shillings per bushell for wheat and
barley, and for pease, 3 shilling jier bushell. The
other 30 pounds is to be payed, 8 pounds in and

the other 22 pounds is to be payed in beefe and pork

at the common currint prise that it brings, when it

is dew."

THE MEETING-HOUSE.

" At a meeting of the inhabitants of Norwake, the

3d of Januarys (1659) agreed and voted, that there

shall be a meeting-house built by the joint concur-

rence of the inhabitants, 30 foot in length, and 18

foot in . . . to be set upon posts in the ground, 12

foot in length,, that there be 10 foot distance from the

ground to the to the eftect of the building, the

inhabitants • having engaged 48 days worke,

which each is to performc as he may be called there-

unto by chosen and apjiointcd by the towne

to call them forthe, provided that the said men give

warning two davs at least befoi"ehaud."
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WOLF-PITS.

" At a meeting held on the 16th of September, 1659,

voted and agree that it shall be lawful for any person

or persons to make any wolfe pitt or pitts in con-

venient places, and what wolfes shall be taken and

killed by the sayed jjersons, they shall be allowed for

every wolfe 10s. by the towne."

CLAPBOAKDING THE MEETING-HOUSE.

" At a meeting held the 12th of December, 1660,

the towne hath agree with Mr. Fitch, and Goodman
Eichards, and John Eusco, to clajiboard the meeting-

house with inside so hy as the window ; to find the

bords, and to have 3/. 6s. for the doing of itt ; this

worke to be don by the last of January next."

DIFFICULTY WITH FAIRFIELD.

" At a meeting held the 6tli of May, 1664, voted and

agreed, that the deputies made choice of to attend

the General Court are authorized by the said

A'ote, that if they have an opportunity to issue the

difference between the Towne of Faierfield and our-

selves concerninge the bounds, they are impowered

to issue the same, either by agreement with them

according to former propositions propounded unto

them, if accepted, and if not accepted, then to issue

it in the court if it may be ; and Thomas Fitch is

voted to be assisting in the business, etc.

"At the same meeting, voted that the Townsmen are

hereby empowered to hier a man, or man and horses,

at the towne charge, for the sending for Mstr. B
,

• and bring him again to'Fairfield, for so many times

as he may be procured, while Mstr. Hanford is ab-

sent."

ADDITION TO THE MEETING-HOUSR

"At the same meetinge (1664), voted and agreed,

that there shall be an addition made and sett up to

the meeting-house, and that ende sett up and

joined unto the fore part of the meetinge house, the

sayed building to be in breadth 20 or 22 foote, and in

lentil 16 foote at least ; and the towne engages, and

every person to worke twoe days a man, if need be

;

and there being appoynted Thomas Fitch, sen., and

Mathew Marvin, sen., to call out so many men as they

think fitt to fell and cutt the timber, and allso

to summon each to drawe the saied timber."

NATH. EICHAKDS BUYS THE MILL.

" At the same meetinge, the Towne doth approve

and consent unto Nath. Eichards of his purchasinge

and buyinge of the mill and land, both upland and

meadow of Jonathan Marsh ; the saied Nath. Eich-

ards being to give and pay unto Jonathan Marsh for

the sayed mill and all that belonges unto the sayed

mill, with the upland and meadow, being 6 akers and

2 roodes of upland lying upon the mill hill, and 3

parcells of meadow, and called Cranbury swamp, &c."

HENRY WHITNEY'S MILL.

" At the sayed Meetinge (July 24, 1665), Henry
j

Whitney hath agreed and Ingaged with the Towne, '

to make, build, and erect a good and sufficient ground
come mill, and that at the mouth of Norwake Eiver

by the falles; and that upon certain conditions, which
conditions are to be fullie drawn up, by Thomas
Fitch, Leeiftennant Olmsted, Mstr. Fenn, Mr. Whit-
inge, to confirme . . . signed by the Towne or thosse

they shall depute their . . . which conditions were
fully agreed upon at the sayde . . . between the

Towne and Henry Whitney. . .

"Also at the sayed meetinge the Towne voted and
granted unto the said Henry Whitney a Homelott,

consistinge of twoe akers, the sayed lott to be layed

out upon the mill plaine upon the right hand of the

path leading down to the old mill, being over the

Eunlett 2 or three rodd from the sayed Eunlett and
also from the cart way ; and so the grant of the other

Lott is relinquishede."

BEATING THE DRUM.

"Also (1665), Walter Haite has undertaken to beate

the drumm for meetings when all occasions required,

for which he is to have 10s. Also Tho. Bennidict has

undertaken to have the meeting house swept for the

yeere ensuing ; he is to have 20s."

HOW TO DEAL WITH THE STAMFORD MEN.

" It was also voted and agreed, August 26, '66, that

such men of our inhabitants as doe goeto cutt hay on

the other side five mile river, the towne will stand by
them in the action to defend them, and to beare an

equall proportion of the damage they shall sustaine

upon that account ; and if they shall be afronted by
Stamford men, the towne will take as speedy a course

as they can to prosecute them by law, to recover their

just rights touching the lands in controversy; and
also they have chosen and deputed Mr. Thomas Fitch

to goe with the sayed men when they goe to cutt or

fetch away, to make answer for and in behalfe of the

towne, and the rest to be silent."

MENDING THE FENCES.

"At a towne meeting in Norwalk, March the 20th,

1667, it was voted and ordered that it shall be left to

the townsmen from yere to yere, to appoint a time or

day, at or before the 10th of March, for the securing

of the fences on both sides, and that they shall give

notis to all the inhabitants the night before ; and the

drumb to be beaten in the morning ; which shall be

accounted sufficient warning for every man to secure

his fence, or else to beare his own damage."

FETCHING THE COWS.

"At the same meeting (Oct. 17, 1667), voted and

ordered, that after the field is cleared, the townsmen
shall hier Stephen Beckwith, or some other man, to

fetch the cowes out of the neck; and that he that

shall be hired shall give warning by sounding a horne

about twelve of the clock, that he that is to accom-

pany him may repaier to him."

M'OLVES.

"Also at the same meeting in Norwalk, Oct. 28,

'67, it was voted and ordered, that the townsmen,
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for every wolfe that shall be killed in this town, eyther

in pits or otherwise, the head or eares being brought

and shewed, after this present day till the town rates

are made for tlie defraying such cluirgcs, shall have

twenty shillings for every such wolfe."

TRAINING.

" At a meeting of the inhabitants of Norwalke, May
the 7th, 1CG8

;
being met together upon an occasion of

trayning, and having some other business to transact

touching towne oflScers, did unanimously agree, that

what orders should be made and concluded of at the

aforesayed meeting, should stand in as iull forse as if

it had bin legally warned."

KEEPING THE YOUNG PEOPIiE STILL IN MEETING.

" At a meeting of the inhabitants of Norwalk, July

the 13 : '68, Tho. Lupton was chosen to look after the

young people in the meeting-house on the Lord's day,

and to doe his best indevor to kepethem from playing

and unsivill behavor in time of publik worship."

THE IIEKDSMEN.

" At a towne meeting in Norwalk, March the 16,

1668, it was voted and agreed, that there shall be

two herdsmen hired, one to keep the dry heard and

the other to keep the milch heard for this whole

somer.
" At the same meeting it was voted and agreed that

Steven Beckwith is to keep the milch heard this somer,

and is to have twelve shillings a week for his paynes

;

and half a pound of butter for every cow as part of his

pay, and the rest in wheat, pease, Indian corn, at 4s.

6d. ; 3s. 6d., and eight groats per bushell."

DIFFICULTY WITH STAMFORD.

" Sept. 30, 1668. Voted and ordered, that the dejm-

ties that ar chosen to goe to the court in October next,

shall doe their best indevor that the diferance between

Stamford and Norwalk may be brought to an issue.

" At the same meeting it was voted and ordered

that it shall be left to the towns men to send a letter

to Stamford to signifie the towns intension about the

difference of Bounds."

MAKING A FENCE FOR A WINTER WHEAT-FIELD.

" Dec. 4, 1668. It was agreed and concluded that a

fence shall be made and sett up for y" taking in

of a winter wheat field, which sayd fence is to begin

at the gate by goodman Nash his house, and to Run
along by the highway that goes to stony hill, and to

end at the creek that comes in between Matthue
Camfield liis Island, and Nathaniell Richards out

meddow, which fence is to be made good sufitient

fence
;
eyther postes and Rayls, or stones or logs

;

but not hegg ; and this to be finished by the last of

September next ensueing, and to be hiyed out and
divided by Mr. Fitch, Daniell Kellogg, and Christo-

pher Comstock ; and also it was concluded that the

first lott should begin at the gate ; which first lott was
drawn by

MfttDiew Marvin, Sr.

Sanmd HciibIoii.

llDbijrt Stijwart.

Siirniicl Camfield.

TliomaH Lupton.

'J'lioriiJiH Fitcli.

Tlioirjas Soamer.

JCilwiir-il Nash.

Mr. iraiifcjrd.

Matthias Sensiot).

TlioiiiaB lictiijydiok.

Georgi' Ahljft.

Waltur Ilayte.

Thomas BottB.

DaiiioU Kellog.

16. Ctirlitopher Comftok.

17. Mr. ViU:h.

18. Nathaniel Ilayei.

19. Joiin Gregory, Sr.

20. Murk SenHioii.

21. .John Kaynion<J.

22. Wi.hlow W. hh.

2.'}. Matthew Marvin, Jr.

24. Nathaniel Iliehanln.

2.0. Iliehanl Olnuttea'l.

2G. John HouVjn.

27. John Gregory, Jr.

28. John I'lalt.

29. John RuBWje.

:«). Rit;liard Wholmo.

1. Mattliias Scn»lon, Jr.

"Ralph Keeler did promise and ingage to fence

forty Rodd qf the aforesayd fence provided that he

may sett it up against his own land."

ASH-nOU.SE.

"At a towne meeting in Norwalk, January the 22d,

'69, it was voted and granted that Thomas Oviet of

Milford shall have liberty to set a house by the water

side before John Gregory's senr., to put a.shes in."

THE INDIANS.

" At the same meeting it was voted that Mr. Fitch,

and Matthew Marvin, junior, are desired and ap-

pointed, and it is left to their discretion, to treat with

the Indians touching the lands between the "West

branch of the Norwalk river and Sakctuk river; to

git it to be marked out and bounded twelve miles up

the contery at the least, and that it may be dun and

finished according to law, and being so bounded and

marked, the Indians are to have their 4 coates."

FOUR COATS TO MAMACHIMON.

" Dec. 25, 1669. Voted and concluded that Mama-
chimon shall have fowre cotes paid to him by the

towne, when he shall have settled the bounds of the

land up the country, 12 miles at the leaste, against

all claims whatsoever."

UNDIVIDED LANDS.

" At the same meeting voted and agreed that all the

lands within the bounds of Norwalk that are at pres-

ent undivided, shall for futor be divided oiiley to such

as are the present proper Inhabitants of this towne,

according to estate given in, only excepting y division

of six acors the 100 to home lots already granted.

" At the same town meeting voted and ordained that

until such time as y° Indian fence be made up so as to

serve the feild, their shall not any of our inhabitants

let any Indian have any parte of his property neither

less or more to plant upon, eyther on this side or the

other, upon the penalty of 20/' an acre so sett; and so

proporsionaly for every greter or le.sser quantity ; and

the same order to stand in force against any person

that shall eitlier hier or cxchang any land of the In-

dians for the futor; and this to stand in force from

yere to yere until it be repealed.

" At the same meeting it was voted and ordered that

the corne feilds, on both sides ar to be layd in by the
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next tliirsday com senit, and the fences to be made up
sufficient."

INDIAN LAND.

"At the same meeting it was voted and ordered

that no person or persons whatsoever inhabiting in

this towne shall for futor improve any land of the

Indians within the indian feild eyther by hiring, or

exchanging gifts, or any other way, under the penalty

of twenty shillings an acor yerly, for every acor so

improved, and so for every greater or lesser quantity.

" At a towne-meeting in Norwalk, April the 12th,

1670, it was voted and agreed that the order yt was

made March 15th, '69, to prohibit exchanging of

lands with the Indians, shall be suspended for the

next somer, & that any that have a mind to exchange

with them may soe do ; but not to hold it any longer

than the next Indian harvest, and then the aforesaid

order to stand in as ftill forse as before."

BOUXDAKIES.

"At a towne-meeting in Norwalk, June the first,

1670, it was voted and ordered that Lieutent Olmsted

and John Gregory, senr. ar to be joyned with Mr.

Mr. Fitch and Mathu Marvin Jun. to git the bounds

marked out between Norwalk river and Saketuk river

as is expressed in a former order ; and being so done

to such satisfaction as their is exprest in that former

order, the Indians are to receive six cotes at the town's

charg."
TREATING WITH STAMFORD.

" At the same meeting voted and agreed that Mr.

Fitch and leuetent Olmsted and Daniel Kellogg are

chosen a commitee to goe to Stanford to treat with

the inhabitants their, to se if they and we can come
to a loving and neighborly issue and agreement, about

the division of bounds betwixt them and us ; and the

said committee is to make these propositions to the

men of Stanford, eyther to divide betwixt five mile

river and pine brook ; that is to say in the middle

betwin both ; or else to divide in the middle betwin

Saketuk River and the bounds betwin Stanford and

Greenwig."
JOHN GREGORY.

" At the same meeting it was voted and concluded

that their shall be two men chosen to prosecute the

case against John Gregorie, senior, as touching the

lands he howlds from the right of James the Indian,

eyther by law or otherwise, as that they may howld

and maintaine the rights which the town or

any other land which he claims in the like natuer, as

the island called Cokkanus Island."

TOWN OFFICERS IN 1G70.

" At the same meeting [Feb. the 21, 1670] Matthu
Marvin, Junior, chosen to swepe the meating house,

and to have 20s. for his pains, and Walter Hayte
chosen to beate the drume, and to have 10s. for the

sayd imployment; Tho. Bennydyck senr. chosen

towne clerk, and to have 20s. for his pains; Mr. Fitch

& John Bouton chosen survaiors, Leuten' Olmsted,

Ensign Tho. Fitch, Nathaniell Richards, Daniell

Kellogg & Tho. Bennydick, senr. chosen celect

men."
THE GUARD.

" At the aforesayed meting it was voted and ordered

that it shall be left to the five men, to procure a hand-

some and convenient seate made and sett up in the

meting house, for a garde to sitt in, in the most suit-

able place, with all such conveniances for their Arms
as they shall jug necessary, and the charg to be borne

by the towne."

BURNING THE WOODS.

" At the same meeting voted and agreed, that the

townsmen shall hier a man to burn the woods, onely

they shall not give above 12s. for that service."

COVER OVER MR. HANFORD'S DESK.

" At a town meeting in Norwalk, November 17th,

1670, it is voted and agreed that there shall be a man
or men hired to make a comely and convenient cover

over Mr. Hanford's desk, in the meeting house, at the

town's charge."

THE BRIDGE.

" At the aforesayed meeting [Jan. the 1st, 1671] it

was voted and agreed on that there shall be a bridg

made over Norwalk river; the charg shall be born

according to the list of estates then in being of every

inhabitant in the town of Norwalk.
" At the same meeting voted that it shall be left to

the select men in this town, to improve their best skill

to see what will be contributed by the several towns

adjacent towards the building of a bridg over Norwalk

river ; it was further voted that the select men shall

send to serjent Andrues of Nevvhaven, to git him to

come over to give us advise about the bridg, & the

town will bear the charg of his coming and going."

RECOMPENSE FOR BAD COATS FOR MAMACHIMON.

" Feb. 9, 1671. Voted and agreed that inasmuch

as Mr. Fitch have given a rate to Mamachimon to

make him a recompense for the badness of the former

coats he received, that the prise of it shall be put into

this town rate that now is to be made."

DIVISION OF LAND, AND LAYING OUT HOME-LOTS.

" At the same meeting voted and agreed that Nath.

Hays & Tho. Fitch, Junr, shall fall in with the rest

of the inhabitants in the last devision that was agreed

on to be layed out, notwithstanding their former

gratuety
;
onely they are to take it up in the woods,

because they have received already in the neck.

" (John Piatt & Thomas Bennydick, senr. were to

lay out the last division, according to the grant; and

also to lay out the home-lots.)

" It was voted and agreed that only the proper in-

habitants that are now in being shall have a home

lott, and all such shall Injoy one according to a

former order.

" Agreed on that all those men that now draw lots

with their neighbors, shall stand to their lotts that

now they draw.
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"Agreed on that the first lot shall begin at the

hether end of Drye Hill, as soon as the hill nhall be

found capable of lotting, by those that arc to laye out

the lotts, and on this side the hill by the path that

goes to Cniml)erry plain, and so back again on the

other side of the hill homward, & so all the rest of

the land in that order.

" Agreed that those that do not draw lots with the

rest of their neighbors shall take them up with their

devision of six acors to the hundred ; if it be their to

be had; if not, then they shall fall in with their

neighbors whear they shall end, or at the side of them

whear it shall be most convenient.

" Further agreed that it shall be left to the 3 men
that are to lay out the lotts, that they shall size them

so as they may be made most equall, according to

their best discression."

ESTATE FOR THE CHILDREN.

" At the aforesaid meeting voted and agreed on, that

every one of our inhabitants that have not as yet had

any estate for their childring, shall have five pounds

for every childe now in being ; to be added ^to their

father's estate, & this is to take place in the land that

is now to be layed out in y'' Indian feild, and not

before."

THE ESTATES OF LANDS AND ACCOMMODATIONS OF YE
TOWN OF NORWALK.

Imprimis. £ s. d.

John Gregory, Sr

251!

10 0
N.ithaniel Hayes

115

0 0
Tlionias Luptun

70

0 0
Kicliaril Holmes

150

0 0
Jolin RuBcoe

160

0 0
Mr. Haiilord 3U0 0 0
Tlionias Beiiiiydick, Sr

150

0 0
John Bouton

100

0 Q
John Bennydick, Jr

150

0 0
Daniel Kellogg

125

0 0
Matthew Marvin, Jr lliO 10 0
Mr. Tlionias Fitcli, Sr

314

0 0
Nathaniel Richards

208

0 0
Mark Sensioii

2.52

0 0
James Sension

175

0 0
Mathu Marvinj Sr

109

0 0
Thomas Gregory

60

0 0
John Olmsted

50

0 0
Andrew Messenger

25

0 0
Samnel Camfitld

233

0 0
Richard Olmsled lia 10 0
Christopher Comstock

140

10 0
Thomas Seamer

100

0 0
Widdow Wehb

255

0 0
John Raymond !

150

0 0
Edward Nash

100

10 0
John Keller

50

0 0
Jolin Gregory, Jr

60

0 0
Judah Gregory

60

0 0
Jakin Gregory

50

0 0
Thomas Tayler

55

0 0
Samuell Smith

70

0 0
George Ahhet

75

0 0
AValter Hayte

192

0 0
Matliias Sension

145

0 0
Ralph Keller

53

10 0
Samuel Hayes

100

0 0
John Havte Ino 0 0
Thimias Belts

140

10 0
Samuel Bennydick

.50

0 0
Epliraim Lockwood

70

0 0
Tliomas Fitch, Jr

150

0 0
John I'latt

108

13 4
Samuel Sension

100

0 0
Robbart Steward

200

0 0
Jonathan I'irkins

10

0 0
James Picket

10

0 0
Samuel Keller

63

10 0
Peter Lupton

50

0 0
Frances Bushnell

10

0 0
James Olmsted

,50

0 0
James Bennydick

37

0 0
Daniel Bennydick

30

0 0

34

i. I. d.

Joseph Gregory 50 0 0
JohiiNanli WJ 0 0
ThomaHlIlet !> <) 0
Steven Beckwitli 5 0 0
John Cnimpt/jn 3 C 8
James Miller 0 0
ThomaK liai niim 4<J 0 0
Thomas lli tts, Jr 10 0 0
John lieldhig 3 0 0
William Lees 3 0 0
Samnel Beldlng 3 0 0

TAVERN-KKKI'ER.

" At the same meeting Christopher Comstock wa.s

chosen and approved of to keep an ordinary for the

entertayning of strangers."

CHESTNUT HILL.

"At the aforesayed meeting, March 19th, 1C71, it

was voted and agreed on that Chestnut Hill is to be

resarved for a feild for tlie Indians, if need be, and if

they shall except of it."

COCKENOES ISLAND.

"Allsoe at the same meeting [Feb. 20, 1672], it

was voted and agreed on that the sayd Island called

Cockenoe, is to lye common for tlie use of the towne

as the other Islands doe."

THE CHILDREN OF THE TOWN.

John Gregory, Jr., have cliil- Thomas Bennydick, Jr., 2.

dring, 3. Daniel Kellogg, 0.

.John Gregory, Sr., 1. Matliew BIar\'iii, Jr., 0.

Nathaniel Hayes, 7. George Abljot, 7.

Thomas Liipton, 2. Matthias Sension, 7.

Richard Holms, 2. Kellers, 3.

John Kuscoe, 6. Samuel Hayes,!.

Mr. Haiiford, C. Jacliin Gregory, 2.

Thomas Bennydick, Sr., 0. Thomas Tayler, 2.

John Bouton, 5. .Tudah Gregory, 3.

John Hayte, 1. Samuel Camlielil, 1.

Thomas Bctts, 8. Thomas Filch, Jr., 4.

Ephraim Lockwood, 3. . Thomas Seamer, 7.

John Piatt, 3. John Raymond, 1.

Samuell Sension, 2. , Edward Nosh, 2.

Robbart Steward, 5.

THE SOLDIERS IN THE INDIAN WAR.

" At a Town meetingc January the 12th, 1676, the

Towne in consideration of the good service that the

souldiers sent out of the towne ingaged and performed

by them in the Indian warr, out of respect and thank-

fulnesse to the sayed souldiers, doe with one consent

and freely, give and grant unto so many souldiers 35

were in the service at the direful swamp-fight, twelve

acors of land ; and eight acors of land to so many
souldiers as were in the next considerable service

;

and fowre acors to those souldiers as were in the next

considerable service ; the sayed souldiers having lib-

ertie to take up the saved granted lands within the

bounds of the town, provided that it . be not upon
those lands that are prohibited, and also such lands

as are pitched upon before the date hereof by the

proprietors or'propriet(n-
;

provided also the sayd

grant is only to such souldiers as shall within one

yeere, and possess and improve the sayd lands."

JOHN ROACH, A SOLDIER IN THE " DIREFUL SWAMP-FIGHT.-'

" Whereas the towne of Norwalkc having given

and granted unto John Roach as a irratuetv hoinsr a
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souldier in the late Indian war, the parcell of land,

consistinge of twelve acres more or less, layed out

upon the West side of the West Rocks so called, &c."

DANIEL BENEDICT, A SOLDIEK IN THE SWAMP-FIGHT.

" Granted by the plantation unto Daniel Benedict

as a gratuity, being a souldier in the Indian warr,

twelfe acres of land and lyeth in three parcels

;

whereof one parcell lyeth upon the hill and plaine

of the other side of Norwalke River, not far distant

from the West side of the cart path leading to the

meadow field &c. Feb. 16, 1677."

THOS. GREGORY, A SOLDIER IN THE INDIAN WAR.

" Granted by the plantation unto Thos. Gregory as

a gratuety, being a souldier in the Indian warr, eight

acres of land, and lyeth in two parcells, the first par-

cell lying upon the West Rocks, containing six acres,

&c. Feb. 25, 1677."

THOMAS HYATT, A SOLDIER IN THE INDIAN WAR.

" Feb. 19, 1682. The Towne granted unto Thomas
Hyatt, libertie to resign seven acres of land which

the town hath formerly granted him respecting as he

was a souldier in the Indian warres, and he had taken

up the same upon Clapboard Hill, soe called
;
namely

to resign the same up to the towne, so as to take it up
elsewhere."

JOSEPH PLATT, A SOLDIER.

" Feb. 21, 1698. Granted unto Joseph Piatt, as he

was a souldier out in the service against the common
enemie, the Town, as a gratification for his good ser-

vice, do give and grant unto him ten Acres of land,

to take it up a mile from the town, and wheare it lyes

free not yet pitcht upon by any other persons."

JONATHAN ABBOTT, A SOLDIER.

" AUso granted unto Jonathan Abitt as he was a

souldier, ten Acres of land, to be taken up whear it

lyes free not yet pitched on by any persons."

FOR A MAN SENT OUT TO THE WARRES.

" Feb. 21, 1698. The town granted to James Betts,

as he sent out a man into the warres, and was at

charge and expense of money on account of hireing

;

the towne does grant unto the sayd James, five acres

of land, &c."

SAML. KEELER, A SOLDIER IN THE SWAMP FIGHT.

"Granted by the plantation of Norwalke, unto

Saml. Keeler, with respect to his service, as he was a

souldier in the late Indian warr, one parcell of land

lying upon Clapboard Hill, so called, containing

twelfe acres more or less; and lyeth bounded East

and West the common North Tho. Hyatt Land, South

Ebenezer Sention Land. Recorded May, 1681."

JOHN CRAMPTON, A SOLDIER IN THE INDIAN WAR.

" John Crampton hath granted him by the towne

as he was a Souldier in the late Indian warr, two

Roodes of land more or less, and lyeth bounded in

the East by the highway. West Saml. Bennydict's

home lott. North Tho. Betts' house lott. South, James
Miller's house lott.

" John Crampton hath granted him by the towne,

as he was a souldier in the late Indian warr, eight

acres foure roodes of land, more or less, and lyeth

upon the est branch of Norwak River, not far distant

from that meadow called Webb's meadow, &c."

JAMES JUPP, A SOLDIER IN THE INDIAN WAR.

" James Jupp hath granted him by the towne, as

he was a souldier in the late Indian warr, eight acres

of land, and lying upon the hill called Clapboard

Hill, &c."
JOHN BELDING, A SOULDIER.

" Dec. 12, 1676. Granted unto John Belding the

remainder of the swamp that shall be left, when his

Father Hales is laid out, and to be a part of the land

that he is to have for his being a souldier."

JONATHAN STEVENSON, A SOULDIER IN THE DIREFUL
SWAMP-FIGHT.

" Feb. 20, 1677. Granted by towne vote unto Jona-

than Stevenson libberty to take up 4 acres of his

twelve acres given him by the town for his being a

souldier; and that against Tho. Hiet's home lot, on
the East side of the aforesaid Hiet, joyning unto

him
;
onely due care is to be taken by them that lay

it out, that the towne be not deprived of the benefit

of the springs for their cattel in the winter season."

THE DIREFUL SWAMP-FIGHT.

" This was in King Philip's war. After some suc-

cesses of Philip there was a general rising of the In-

dians against the English for an extent of nearly

three hundred miles. The Indians were perfectly ac-

quainted with the situation of every English settle-

ment. They lurked at every unguarded pass, crept

by night into their barns, gardens, and out-houses,

concealed themselves behind fences, laid in wait in

the fields. The whole country, save some few towns,

was a wilderness. Parties of Indians would plunder

and burn a town, carry the inhabitants away captive,

and then retire into the forests and swamps. Brook-

field had been burnt; Hadley, Deerfield, and North-

field had been attacked, and numbers killed; Capt.

Lathrop and ninety or a hundred men had been am-
bushed and slaughtered between Hadley and Deer-

field
;
Springfield had been attacked and partly de-

stroyed. The Narragansetts, who had made a treaty

with the English, now harbored their enemies, and

many of their warriors, after having been engaged in

these marauding expeditions, had returned wounded.

There was the clearest evidence that the Narragan-

setts were preparing to join openly in the war. They
could muster two thousand warriors, and had a thou-

sand muskets. Should the Indians all engage in the

spring in such a warfare as they had hitherto carried

on, there was scarcely any hope but that nearly all

the English settlements must be cut oif in detail

without the possibility of successful resistance.

" It was therefore determined to attack them in the
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winter, though such an enterprise was full of hazard.

Should any disaster befall the troops of the colonies,
;

it might be difficult or impossible to send them suc-

cors or supplies, on account of the deep and pathless

snows and the exposures of the winter and the wil-

derness, besides the danger from the Indians. But

dreadful necessity compelled them to make the

attempt.

" Massachusetts furnished five hundred and twenty-

seven men, Plymouth one hundred and fifty-eight,

and Connecticut three hundred men and one hundred

and fifty Mohegan and Pequot Indians. The Con-

necticut troops had marched i'rom Stonington to I'et-

tysquamscot. Here they expected shelter, but the

Indians had burned the buildings and killed the in-

habitants only a day or two before. This was on

December 17th. The weather was cold and stormy.

The next day they marched, and formed a junction

with the Massachusetts and Plymouth forces. Here

again they were obliged to spend the night uncovered

in the open field. The next morning, at break of day,

the army marched towards the Narragansett fort,

which was in a deep tangled swamp, fifteen miles

distant. The snow was deep, and the weather ex-

tremely cold. At one o'clock they reached the

enemy's fort. It was on rising ground, in the midst

of the swamp, surrounded with palisades, and, out-

side of these, with a hedge of brush a rod thick. The
only entrance which appeared practicable was over a

log which lay five or six feet from the ground, and

this entrance was defended in front by a fortress of

logs 'and on the left by a flanker.' The Massachu-

setts troops, who were in front, mounted the log and

rushed on. A few entered the fort. The fire from

the log house and flanker was so hot that a sufficient

number could not force their way through to suppoi't

them, and those who had entered were cut down.

The deep snow and the tangled thicket rendered it

impossible for the whole body of troops to come up

at once, and it was a considerable time before all

could be brought into action. At length the Con-

necticut troops, who formed the rear, mounted over

the log and rushed into the fort. Some others forced

their way to the opposite side of the fort and suc-

ceeded in making good their entrance while the atten-

tion of the enemy was engaged in front. A long,

bloody, and dubious conflict ensued, but the enemy

were at length overcome, and what were not killed in

the battle fled to the swamp. Three hundred Indian

warriors perished on the spot. Many were wounded,

and perished from their wounds and from the cold.

Nearly the same number were taken prisoners. It was

a dreadful day.

" The victory was dearly bought. Six captains fell

in the action, and eighty men were killed or mortally

wounded. One hundred and fifty were wounded, who
afterwards recovered. After burning the fort and all

that it contained, the little army, just at the setting

of the sun, carrying about two hundred dead and

wounded, marched back to their headquarters. The
riiglit was cold and stormy. It was midniglit before

they got in. None could have their woundu dressed

till they reached their headquarters. Many die<l

who might otherwise have recovered
;
many perislied

with cold and fatigue. Well might the fathers of

this town call it ' the direful Hwamp-fujht.'
"

TIIK WATCir.

"At a towne meeting November y" '.), ]t)77, it was

agreed that y'' watch should be laied down, until such

time as there is more danger aperitig; and that we
will stand by y" constable if any trubble should arise

upon that account."

THE MILLEB.

"At y" aforesaid meeting, it was voted and agreed

on between the towne and the miller, John Whitne,
that the townsmen are to carry their come to the mill

upon the third and sixt days of the weak, comonly
called tusday & friday ; which days he is to attend to

grindin, & if the sayd John can clere the mill of the

corne that js brought in the aforesaid two days or

before, then the rest of the days of the week he may
take to attend to his own occasions; but if he cannot

clere the mill of the corne then seasonably brought

in, he must clere it before he leaves."

SAW-MILL.

"Also at y= same meeting, granted unto Richard
Holms liberty to erect, set up, and improve a saw-mill

upon five mile river, and liberty for timber one mile

on this side of y'' sayd river; onlly the sayd Richard

is not to pass over y<= sayd grant to any but such as

the town shall approve of; this saw-mill is to be set

up & finished within two yers after this date, or else

it is forfit; and the said Richard is to sell his boards

and planks to the townsmen as the doe at other towns
to their neighbors, and whear their arc saw-mils."

THE SCHOOL.

" At a towne meting May the 29th, 1G78, voted

and agreed to hier a scole master to teach all the

childring in the towne to lerne to Rede and write ; &
that Mr. Cornish shall be hierd for that ccrvice, &
the townsmen are to hier him upon as reasonable

terms as they can."

NEW MEETING-HOUSK.

"At a towne meeting Desember 17, 1678, it wtis

voted and agreed that the towne will leave the differ-

ence about where the meting house shall stand that is

now to be erected, to three honest indifercnt judisious

men ; and they arc to vew tl\e places in controversy,

and to hear all Res'ons & arguments on both sides, &
the towne ingages to sit down satisfied with there de-

tarmination, as to the place of its standing.
" And further it was voted and agreed, that the hon-

ercd deputy Governor, the honcred Major Goold, with

the Rev. Elder Buckingham, shall be the men that

the tow-ne shall jnit this matter of difference too, res-

pecting the place whoar the meting house shall stand.
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At the same meeting voted and agreed, that the meting

house that is to be erected shall be forty foote square,

& sixtene foote bctwin joynts, and the Rofe of the

sayed house to be built after the manner of Faierfild

meting house."

TAVERN-KEEPER.

" At the same meting, Mathias Sention was chosen

to keep an ordinary for the entertayning strangers, &c."

I

MEETING-HOUSE COMMITTEE.

''Also voted and agreed (Jan. 31, 1678), that the

six men that were formerly choosin to oversee the

work aboute the meting house as a commite for that

cervice, should now be named and recorded ; that is

to say, Mr. Fitch, senr., Thos. Bennydick, senr., Na-
thaniel Hayes, John Bouton, John Piatt, Thos. Fitch,

junr."

BUILDING THE MEETING-HOUSE.

"At the sayd meeting, the towne by a vote doe give

and grant unto the above sayd commite full power to

let out the said meting house that is to be erected ac-

cording to their best discression ; & the dimensions

formerly agreed on ; as may best advantage the sayd

work ; and in the same to have respect to the inhabit-

ants for to improve them, both hands and carts, as

they are capable of, so as may best advantage the

work. And allso to set a prise of their work by the

day, eyther in the labor of a man, or carting. Allso

provided that what hands or carts are warned out to

the work, & shall not attend to the work, having two

days warning, by the committee or any one of them
by appointment from the rest, the laboring man shall

forfeit two shillings by the day, and a teme fower

shillings ; and what charges shall arise upon the

sayd work, the town ingages to discharge it by way
of rate.

" Allso at y" said meeting it was voted and agreed

that it shall be left to the commite that is to overse

the work, to take the next convenient seson to send

for the Jentlemen y' is chosen to put an end to our

diferences about the meting house, & to take care for

their comfortable and honorable entertainment ; and

what chargis shall be expendid aboute it shall be

defrayed by the towne."

BE.VTING THE DRUM.

" At a towne meting—February y" 18, 1678, •

Robbart Stuard ingages y' his son James shall beate

the drumb on the Sabbath and on other ocations; is

to have it for that cervice."

WORKING .\T THE MEETING-HOUSE.

" At a towne meeting held at Norwalk March 4th,

1678 or '79, it was voted that the Comitty Chosen By
the Town, viz. : Mr. Fitch, Thomas Bennydick, senr.,

Nathaniell Hayes, John Bouton, John Piatt, Thomas
Fitch, junior, should goe on with the worke Comitted

to them, in i-efferance to the meeting house, and to goe

on with the worke forthwith, accoi'ding to their best

Discression."

CEDAR SHINGLES.
" At the aforesayd meeting it was voted and agreed

that the Committee shall and may gett or procure

Ceadar shingles for the Meeting House, if they can

be procured upon Reasonable terms."

SITE OF THE OLD MEETING-HOUSE.

" At the afore said meeting (23 April, 1679), it was

voted and agreed by the inhabitants of the town of

Norwalk, that all the common land commonly known
and called and improved for a meeting house yard,

wheare the old meeting house now standeth, Bounded
on the south by Mr. Hanford's Lott, on the North

with Mathew Marvin, senior's Lott, on the east with

Thomas Seamer's Lott, on the West with Mathew
Marvin, Junior's Lott, shall, as at this present it is,

for ever be improved for that end and use
;
namely

of setting up a meeting house there; unless that

every particular proper Inhabitant shall freely con-

sent to any other improvement thereof.

" At the same Meeting it was allso voated and agreed

by the towne that all that Common Land, commonly
known and called Goodman Hoyt's hill

;
every part

and parcel of it, shall, as heartofore, forever for the

future, be common, and not be improved to any

other use ; unless it be for the setting up of a watch

house there ; without the consent and aj^probation of

every Individual jjroper Inhabitant."

MEETING-HOUSE COMMITTEE.

" At the same meeting it was voted and agreed by

the towne that Daniel Kellogg shall be joyned with

the comittee in the acting and transacting of the

business and worke committed to them in carrying

on of the worke of the meeting house, according to

the former order of the towne in that case."

THE COMMITTEE STRENGTHENED.

" At a Towne meeting October the 4th, 1679, it was

voted and agreed that there shall be suitable persons

chosen to strengthen the committee to carry on the

worke of the new meeting house.

" At the aforesayd meeting, October 4th, 1679, voted

and agreed that Haite and Robbart Stewart are

added unto the committee as committee

men for the carrying on the worke of the new meeting

house, and to have equall power with the rest of the

committee that was formerly chosen for the afore-

sayed worke."
STRAY HORSES.

"At the aforesayd meeting, the town did Declare

and manifest they would stand by the act of the select

men in the act of selling the stray horses for the use

and bennefitt of the Towne. At the aforesayd Meeting

it was agreed and voted, that the Money for the stray

horses souled, shall be improved for to Defray Townes

Charges ; and the overplus to remaine in the Treas-

urer's hand for the use of the Towne."

WARNING TO TOWN-MEETINGS.

" At the aforesayd meeting, it was voted and agreed

that if the select men shall be necessitated to send to
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Peter Clapum to warne him to meetings, those that

are sent shall be allowed one shilling for every warn-

ing.

" At the aforesayd meeting it was voted and agreed

that the Towne would stand by Samuell Hinith, Towne

Treasurer, in case of need, to strainc any that eitlier

neglect or refuse to pay."

THE WATCir.

" At the sayd meeting (Feb. 20, 1679) the Towne
engageth to bare the Constable harmless from any

damage in forebareing the watcli until such time as

ye constable with ye select men shall sec cause for to

sett up a watch."
POUNDS.

" At the sayd meeting it was voted that those

pounds as are now erected within the Bounds of Nor-

walk, shall retui-ne to the towne.
" At the aforesayd meeting it was voted and agreed

that there shall be noe pound or jjounds either begun

or perfected for that end, for to catch horses, within

the bounds of Norwalk, on the penalty of 20s a weeke,

soe long as they are soe improved, without the appro-

bation of the towne."

MARKING COLTS.

"At the aforesayd meeting it was voted and agreed

that Jachin Gregory, John Hayt, John Keeler, and

Joseph Gregory shall be the masters or overseers of

those pounds lieing by five mile river side, who are to

be sworne to a faithfull performance of the trust com-

mitted to them ; who are to mark all colts and yeer-

lings as they apprehend belong to the owners of such

mares as shall be brought in, with their owners markes,

and also they are to bring in all such strays, or un-

marked horses, as they shall take in those pounds,

unto the towne."
UNMARKED HORSES.

" At the afforesayd meeting it was voted and agreed

that all unmarked horses, as either have been sould or

shall be for the future sould, the one half of the prices

for which they are sould for, shall be to those by

whom they are taken ; the other half of the price to

the use and benefitt of the towne ; and none of those

horses that are taken, are to be any way marked or

disposed of out of the pound without the approbation

of the Master or masters of the pound, on the penn-

alty of the forfeiture of twenty shillings."

DETERMINING THE PliACE FOR THE NEW MEETING-HOUSE.

"At a towne meeting held the 3d of May, 1679,

there was a writing Presented by Mr. Thomas Fitch,

senr., and Thomas Fitch, Junr, unto the towne to be

read ; and was read ; which they did say and affirm

was the award and determination of the Gentlemen,

namely. Major Treat and Major Gold, Respecting the

place for the setting up of the new meeting-house.
" At a towne meeting held at Norwalke, June tlie

2d, 1680, voted and agreed by the towne that they doe

close in with, and accept of, the act of the Generall

Court in rcffierence to a lott for the settlement of the

place of the new meeting house.

" At the afforsayed Meeting, agreed and voted that

the towne will choose some honest, .Judicious, Indiffer-

ant men, for to see this act of tlu; General! -Court, in

refference to a lott for the settk;ment of the phice of

the meeting house put into exct-ution; and it is also

left to the selectmen to procure those men ; and the

time when the matter shall be put in execution in

case of need."
BRIDGE.

"At the afforsayd meeting (December the 28th,

1680), .John Whitney, .Tames Pickett, Thomas Benni-

dick, .Junior, were chosen a committee to determine

the place of erecting a Bridge over Norwalk River;

they or any two of them concurring as to the place,

whither at the great rock below the lower cart path
;

or Below the falls; and the abovesayed committee

have power to call forth and improve luinds and

teames for the carrying on and finishing the saved

I5ridge: viz. a suflilcicnt horse bridge;; and that willi

as much exijcdition as may be convenient."

BEATING THE DRUM.

" Zerubbabell Haitc hath undertaken to beate the

drumne for publick meetings, and also for such stray

horses as are brought in to be sould, for which he is to

have fourteen shillings ; and ten pence a time that

stray horses are brought in to be sould."

TOWN DRUM (IGSl).

"At the aforesayed meetinge, the towne by voate

ordereth the select men to purchase of Francis Bush-

nell a drum for the towne's use ; and also the Traine

band to have the use of the same a convenient time,

untill the saide companie sliall procure one ; and pro-

vided the sayd drum can be procured upon Rea*;ona-

ble Tearmes."

REMOVING THE DESK AND SEATS OF THE OI.D MEETING-
HOUSE TO THE NEW ONE.—BEGINNING TO MEET IN THE
NEW MEETING-HOUSE.

"At a Towne meeting in Norwalk, held the 8th of

November, 1681, the Towne agreed and voted with a

unanimous consent, that with all convenient speede,

the committee for the new meeting house have power

to, and are desired and ordered, with the help of such

inhabitants as at the present meeting engaged one

day's workc upon — to remove the deske, and

seates, and plankcs of the old meeting house to the

new meeting house, and theeir to fix them as well tis

the same will accommodate the sayd new meeting

house ; and the Towne for the future to meet in the

sayd new meeting house to weight upon the Lord in

his divine publique worshippe as opportunitie pre-

sents."

KEEl'ING ORDER IN MEETING IN THE YEAR 16S1.

" Thomas Barnum was chosen and appoynted. for

to oversee and to keep good Ilecorum amongst the

youth in times of exercise on the Sabbath and other

Publique meetings ; and the Towne doe impower him
if he see any disorderly, for to keep a small stick to

correct such with
;
oneley he is Desired to do it with
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clemency ; and if any are incorridgable in sucli dis-

order, he is to present them either to their parents or

masters ; and if they do not reclaim them, then to

present such to authority."

ATTENDING TOWN MEETINGS.

" At the same meeting it was voted and agreed by

the towne, that all persons that are members of Towne
Meetings, that shall neglect to attend meetings when
they are legally warned, within one houre after the

time prefixed by those that warne them, they shall

pay one shilling as a tyne, &c."

riNIXG THE MAJORITY FOR UNLAWFUL ACTS.

" At the same meeting it was voted by the towne

that all that land yett lying in Common
;
namely a

full mile out round from the corner of Richard

Olmsted's common fence and a mile out round from

the house of William Lees, the sayd land to ly for

ever in Common ; and if the Major part of the towne

shall give, grant, or sell any land now soe lying in

common within the said limits, they shall pay five shil-

lings a rod, for every rod so given or sould, and so pro-

portionably, for any other quantitie, they shall pay it

to the Minor part of the towne.
" At the same meeting it was voted and agreed by

the Towne, that there shall be a division of six acres

to the hundred granted to all the inhabitants, with-

out the limits of the mile excepted in the former

order ; to take it up where they can find it
;
provided

they are not to prejudice any highway into the woods

or to men's peculiar proprieties already taken uj);

only those as have a former grant of land and have

yett not taken it up, they have a month's time to

pitch where they can find it, beyond the limits before

expressed; viz. a mile, and then this order to take

place."
SELLING THE OLD MEETING-HOUSE.

" Feb. 19, 1683. The Towne voted to make sale of

the old Meeting House ; and forthwith at the sayd

meeting the Towne sould the sayd house unto Josiali

Gregorie for the some of fowre pounds, to be payd to

them in one yeere, in currant merchantable pay, for

the use of the towne."

NEW SEATS IN THE MEETING-HOUSE.

"At the aforesaid meeting, the toAvne voated to

have the meeting-house seated more comfortable

seates, according to the forme the seats are at the

present ; much as to the same manner, both for order

and forme.

" At the aforesaid meeting, the town voated the for-

mer committee that were improved to finish the meet-

ing house, as now to goe on to new seating the sayd

house compleatly and sufliciently, according to their

discretion ; the forme of the same above sayed being

described
;
giving and granting unto the said com-

mittee full power to improve the inhabitants, their

persons, and Teemes to carry on the worke, and to

procuer materialls where it may best be had ; and to

make rates for the defraying the charge."

SENDING A MAN TO HARTFORD.

" Desember the 16th, 1684. The Towne voted and
agreed to improve Samuel Hayes with as much conve-

nient speed as may be to travell up to Hartford —

—

what light and guidance may be had counsell

about lands that is in controversy between the

Towne and Fairfield, &c."

CATALOGUE OF LANDS.

A Cattelog of a division of land agreed to be layd out at three acors to

the hundred ; with the severall lotta as they were drawn by the inhab-

itants.

ImpTimis

:

Robbart Steward, 1. Marli Sension, 21.

Ralph Keiler, 2. Samuel Hayes, 22.

John Keiler, .3. Thomas Seamer, 23.

John Gregory, Sr., 4. James Sension, 24.

Christopher Comstock, 5. Nathaniel Richards, 25.

John Piatt, 0. Thomas Betts, 26.

Samuel Canifield, 7. John Bennydick, 27.

Ephraim Lokwood, 8. Lieutenant Olmsted, 28.

John Gregory, Jr., 9. Edward Nash, 29.

Thomas Bennydick, Jr., 10. Daniel Kellog, 30.

Richard Holms, 12. Matthu Marvin, Sr., 31.

Samuell Bennydick, 13. Matthu Marvin, Jr., 32.

Tliomas Luptou, 15. .John Euscoe, 33.

John Bouton, 16. George Abbet, 34.

John Hayt, 17. Mr. Hanford, 35.

Mr. Thomas Fitch, 18. M.itthias Sension, 3C.

Samuel Sension, 19. Thomas Fitcli, 37.

John Raymond, 20. Nathaniel Hayes, 38.

SCHOOL.

"August the 20, 1686. Voted by the towne that

they would hyer a schoole master for a Quartere of a

yeere ; and allow him wages after the Rate of thirty

2)ounds a yeere, which is to be payd by the inhabitants

according to their lists of estate."

" At the same meeting the towne by vote did leave

it with the select men or the major part of them, for

to hyer a schoole master ; and allso to obtaine a house

for that use, and to fitt it with conveniences for schoole-

ing."

SEATING THE MEETING-HOUSE.

" December the 24th, 1686. Voted and agreed by

the towne that the seating of the meeting house shall

be for the generallyty to be seated according to the

lists of estates by which the men payd in the defray-

ing the charges about the building and finishing the

said house.

" At the same meeting the towne did manifest that

the seat or pew under the Pulpitt shall be sequestered

for such as are orderly constituted or officiate in the

place or office of a Deacon or Deacons.

"At the same meeting the towne did vote John

Gregory, senr. and Mr. Fitch, and Thomas Betts,

senr., for to be seated in the round seat.

" At the same meeting the town did vote that their

should be five more seated in the round seat with Mr.

Fitch, John Gregory, and Thomas Betts, senr., .and

fowre in the seat behind, and five in the long seats

throughout. And also the cross seat to be reputed

the third seat of the long seats, and foure to sitt in the

sayd seat."
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SEATING THE KING'S COMMISSIONEB.

"At a towne meeting held in Norwalk, December

the 28, 1686, At the sayd meeting the towne by vote

did add one more person to every seat than is ex-

pressed in a former vote, bareing date Decemb'' 24,

1686. At the same meeting the towne did vote Mr.

Thomas Fitch, for to be seated in the meeting house

iu the upper great round seat, as he is the King's

Commissioner.

"At the same meeting the towne made choyse of

John Bouton, senr. for to help in seating the meeting

house, in the roome of Mr. Fitch, he refusing to attend

the sayd work.
" Feb. 18th, 1686. Zerubbabell Iloyt did ingage to

beat the Drum and maintaine it, and that on all pub-

lique occasions ; and to sweep the meeting house for

the yeere insuing, and is allowed for his labor two

and forty shillings."

MR. HANFOKD GROWING OLD.

"March 25, 1686 or 87. The towne did by vote

manifest and declare that they doe desire Mr. Han-
ford to proceed in the worke of the ministry, and

to continue in the sayd work, untill the Lord by his

providence shall dispose of him otherwise ;—promis-

ing to indeavor to our ability for to give him due in-

couragement."

DEPUTY TO THE GENERAL COURT.
" At a towne meeting held in Norwalk, May the 9th,

1686, voted and agreed by .the town to allow Samuel

Hayes, who is elected deputy for the towne for to at-

tend the generall court, the said Samuel Hayes is

allowed thirty shillings for himself to be paid as the

country Rate is payd the next yeere, and tenn shill-

ings for his horse, journey, &c."

LINE BETWEEN NORWALK AND FAIRFIELD.

" At a towne meetting held in Norwalk, June the

17, 1687. Whereas we having received a note from

Captain Samuel Eells, Captain Beard, and Mr. Jud-

son, in order to the measuring of a seventh mile as

some ungroundedly call it, and likewise a dividend

lyne betweene Fairfield and Norwalk : Whearfore the

towne by these presents by vote doth declare that they

shall not comply nor agree with the aforesayd persons,

viz.. Captain Eells, Captaine Beard, Mr. Judson, as a

committee, or any other persons in the measuring of

any mile, or running any dividend lyne upon any land

of ours lawfully purchased by us ; Allso doe hereby

forewarne any person or persons on any land of ours

soe to do at present."

LANDS SEQUESTERED FOR THE INDIANS.
" December 12, 1687. Voted and agreed that three

acres of land shall be sequestered for tlie Indians on
the other side of the river, lying on the left hand of

the roade leading towards Stamford."

DIVISION OF OVER RIVER LAND.
" Dec. 12, 1687. All common land Over the River,

leaving sufficient for highways, to be laid out by lot,

to the inhabitants, according to their estates.

" Three score acres of the same sequestered for the

Indians.

" A division granted of 20 Acres to the hundred.
" Nathl. Hayes, and Scrgt. John Piatt, a committee

to lay out the division ; lots to be granted to those

only who are proper inhabitants. Samuel Keeler

allowed to 'come off' from the division Over the

River, and to ' pitch at the foot of the hill on the right

hand of the path commonly called Ponasses.' Also

.lacliin & Thos. Gregory, ' liberty to come off from

their division, and to take on the West side of the

path, ' I)ounded North by Ponasses patii ;' also Richd.

Cosiar, 11-2 acres on the north side of the path com-

monly called Ponasses."

DRAWING OF LOTS.

The number of Lots and tlie order iis tliey were dr.awn, of that Division

of Land over Norwalk River, below tlie patli leading to the Meadow
field.

William Leee, 1. Robert Stewart, 27.

Samnell Smith, 2. John Lock wood, 28.

William Sturdivant, 3. Ralph Keeler, 29.

Thomas Betts, Sr., 4. John Ruscoe, 3(J.

Matthias Sension, 5. Daniell Kellogg, 31.

John Gregorj', Jr., G. John Piatt, 32.

Mark Sension, 7. John Bennidick, 33.

James Stewart, 8. Widow Lupton, 34.

Thomas Benidick, Jr., 9. Samuel Betts, 35.

Samuel Hayes, 10. Thomas Benedick, Sr., 36.

John Betts, 11. Edward Niush, 37.

John Abitt, 12. John Keeler, 38.

Mr. Thomas Fitch, 13. John Whitney, 39.

John Crampton, 14. Thomas Betts, Jr., 40.

Walter Hoyt, 15. Christopher Comstock, 41

John Gregory, Sr., 16. .Joseph Ketcham, 42.

John Belldin, 17. Mr. Thomas Hanford, 4:J.

Matthew Marvin, 18. Daniel Betts. 44.

Frances Bushnell, 19. John Reed, .Sr., 4.5.

Nathaniel Hayes, 20. James Olmstead, 40.

John Raymond, Sr., 21. Thomas Fitch, Jr., 47.

Thomas Hyett, 22. Thomi\s Barnum, 48.

James Jupp, 23. John Bouton, Sr., 49.

George Abbitt, 24. Elizabeth Sension, 50.

Thomas Seamer, 25, jVndrew Messenger, 51.

Richard Holmes, 2G. John Bouton, Jr., 52.

ESTATES.

The Estates of Commonage of the Inhabitants of Norwalk, Presented

and Accepted by the towne, Jan. 3, ICS".

£ «. rf.

John Gregory, Jr

100

0 0
John Gregory, Sr

243

ii 10
.Joseph Gregory llXl 0 0
Nathaniel Hayes

215

0 0
Thomas Lupton

150

0 0
Richard Holmes

1.55

o 0
John Ruscoe

2.50

0 0
Mr. IJanford

300

0 0
Thoophilus Hanford 50 0 0
Thomas Benidick, Sr

15:1

0 0
John Bouton, Sr

184

15 0
John Uenidick 1(X1 0 0
Thomas Benidick, Jr 1(K) 0 0
Thomas Betts, Jr

99

6 2
Daniel Kellogg 9l"> 0 0
JIatthew Marvin, Sr 2tl4 5 0
John Keeler

100

0 0
Jonathan Rockwell

50

0 0
Riehard Oopiar

!>0

0 0
Daniell Betts

69

6 2
Ralph Keeler

170

10 0
Thomas Botts, Sr

196

10 10
Samuel Betts

324

6 2
.James Betts

,59

6 2
Ephniim Lockwood

120

0 0
.John I.ockwood

.50

0 0

.John Piatt. Sr

2(>8

13 4
Ebene/.er Sension

130

0 0
James Jupp

55

0 0
John Crampton

53

6 8
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£ s. f]

0 0
0 0

'>0i 15 0
0 0
0 0

117 0 0
302 0 0

0 0

0 0
'242 0 0

Zerubbabell Hoyt 50 0 0
195 0 0

0 0
10 0

170 0 0
0 0

0 0
110 0 0
160 0 0

0 0
100 0 0

0 0
0 0

100 0 0
69 « 2

225 0 0
225 0 0

0 0
159 15 0

10 0
0 0

184 15 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0

60 0 0
50 0 0
40 0 0

0 0
37 0 0
36 0 0

FORTIFYING THE MEETING-HOCSE*

" At a towne meeting held in Norwalk, April the

30, 1690, the towne voted and agreed, that the Meet-

ing house should be the place tO be fortified, and a

garrison to be erected in order to the security of the

towne.
" The committee for ' carrying on this work were

Serjt. John Piatt, Serjeant John Belldin, John Rus-

coe, and Saml. Hayes.' These had power to propor-

tion to every inhabitant his allotment of work, and to

take them in ' the order of house rows,' beginning ' at

John Gregorie's' and ' so along that row,' and ' the

first man's proportion to begin at the south gate, and

so goe along in the same order.'
"

SCHOOL-KEEPING.

" Feb. 21, 1692. Thomas Hanford, junior, was

chosen to the work and imployment of a school-

master, for to learn childeren for to reade and write,

and to begin present on that work, and to continue

on sayd work one moneth ; and then at the beginning

of next somer, to enter the sayed work againe, and in

* This was just after the destruction of Schenectady and Salmon Falls.

The country was in great alarm ; the frontier towns were everywhere in

peril. A special Assembly had been called on the 11th of April, which

determined that there was a necessity for the utmost exertions to pre-

vent the settlement of the French at Albany. " It was ordered that a

constant watch should be kept in the several towns, and that all the

males in tlie colony, except the aged and infirm, should keep watch in

their turns. If the aged and iniirm were more tlian £50 in the list,

they were to procure a man in their turns, to watch and guard in their

stead."

case hee and the towne can agree, for five months

more. And he to be allowed and payd one pound,

ten shillings for each moneth that he shall attend to

the sayd work and imployment."
,

KILLING WOLVES.

" June 7, 1693. Agreed and voted that there shall

be allowed and payd unto any person who shall kill

any wolfe or wolves within the bounds of the towne,

the sum of 12s. more than is allowed to be payed by

the towne. This order to stand in full force a twelve-

month."
DEATH OF MR. IIANFORD.

" At a towne meeting, Dec. 26, 1693, voted and

agreed for to allow unto Mrs. Hanford, widow of Mr.

Thomas Hanford, deceased, for his labor and work ill

the ministry the sum of sixty pounds the yeere ex-

pireing the first of March next."

DISTRIBUTING MR. HANFORD'S ESTATE.

Distributed to Elnathan Hanford for his part and

portion out of his father's estate, viz., ye Reverend

Mr. Thomas Hanford, late of Norwalk, deceased, viz.

:

£ s.

To one eighth part of the Home lott or homestead 13 15
To pasture lutt 18 00
To lialf ve Indian Brook land 9 00
To half the Stonny Hill lott, ye east end of it 10 00
To thirty acres and half at White Oak Shade 7 13

LISTS OF VOTERS AT TOWN-MEETINGS.

" On the,4th of December, 1694, an order was taken
' that all persons who are members of town-meetings,

who have a vote and suifrage in towne affaires,' who
should not attend town meetings when legally warned,

and within one hour after the time, should pay a fine

of two shillings.

" The following is the roll, with the names checked

according as they were present or absent at some

subsequent meeting

:

John Gregory, Jr. Ebenezer "Web.

Nathll. Hayes. Thomas Hanford.

James Hayes. Daniell Betts.

Richd. Holmes. Ralph Keeler.

John Ruscoe. James Betts.

Thomas Ruscoe. Samuel Betts.

Eliezer Hanford. Daniel Lockwood.

John Benidick, Jr. Matthias Sension, Jr.

John Bouton. John Piatt, Sr.

James Browne. John Piatt, Jr.

Thomas Betts. Ebenezer Sension.

Daniel Kellogg. .lames Jupp.

Matthew Marvin. John Cranipton.

Mr. William Haynes. Thomas Hyatt.

Jonathan Abbitt. John Stewart.

Samuel Smith. Andrew Messenger.

Samuel Kellogg. Thomas Benedick.

Mr. Thomas Fitch. Thomas Fitch.

John Fitch, Sr. John Olmstead.

Joseph Ketchiim. James Olmstead.

Joseph Sension. Christopher Comstock.

John Abbitt. Samuell Beldin.

George Abbitt. Samnell Hayes.

Zerubbabell Hoyt. Matthew Seamer.

Walter Hoyt. Benjamin Scrivener.

Matthias Sension, Sr. David Monroe.

Samuell Keeler. Richard Cosiar.

John Raymond Jr. Thomas Seamer.

John Beldin. Joseph Gregory.
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James Stewart.

Stei)lien licckwith.

.losepli lluckwell.

John Whitney.

AVilliiirn .Sturdivant.

Anilrew Lyon.

JanicB Sension.

Jonatliun Rockwell.

"William Lees.

Jolm lietU.

Jacliin Gregory.

Jolm Keeler.

Thomas Rockwell.

John Raymond, Sr.

Samiiell Raymond.

Edward Nash.

.John NaHli.

Ihiuk; Sherwood,

.lohn Recall, Sr.

John Reed, Jr.

.lohn Ftiitler.

Ebenozer Camlield.

Rioliard Wood.

Peter Claiipum.

JoHeph GoldHiiiith.''

PROCURING A MINISTER.

" At a towne meeting held in Norwalk, January the

16th, 1694 ; at sayed meeting, the towne made choyse

of ten of their inhabitants as the Towne committee,

viz., Serj'nt John Phitt, Matthew Marvin, Serj'nt

Christopher Comstock, Serj'nt John Bouton, Samuel
Hayes, John Benidick, James Olmsted, Ensign John
Beldin, Ralph Keeler, Samuel Smith ; and eommis-

sioned they their said committee, in the behalfe of the

towne (viz.) as followeth
;
they arc to exercise their

best prudence for to look out for, and endeavor what
in them lyeth, in the use of all lawful! meanes, for to

obtaine a faithfuU Minister and Dispenser of the word
of the Gospell to us in this place ; and in order there-

unto, they are to send forth their requests or invita-

tions according to their best prudence and judgment
to that end, either by writing or by messenger, or both,

as the major part of the committee shall agree; and
they their sayd committee are to order and take care

for his entertainment when obtained ; while the Towne
doth hereby engage for to discharge and pay all nec-

essary charges arising therefrom."

REPAIRING THE BEIOGE.

"Feb. 20, 1694-95. The towne made choyse of

Matthew Marvin, John Whitney, and Thomas Betts,

for to take exact view of the Bridge over Norwalk
River, and to repaire the same, eyther by erecting a

new bridge or by repaireing the old, according to their

best judgment and prudence in that matter; desiring

them to be as speedy on the sayd work as may be, and
as the season will permitt ; and they the above named
pelrsons are and have hereby granted them full power
for to warn forth and to call to the carrying on the

said work, either handes or teames, or both, as occa-

sion shall require, and as they shall see meet for the

carrying on and effecting sayed work, for the com-
pleat repayering the sayd bridge."

MR. STONE EMPLOYED AS PREACHER.

" At a towne meeting held December the 5th, 1694,

it was voted and agreed by the towne, Andrew Mes-
senger was chosen collector for to give notice to the

inhabitants for the bringing in their proportions when
the rate shall be made by the townsmen, and to see

that the whole of the thirty pounds due to Mr. Stone

for his half yeere's preaching the word, be duly and
truly payed according to the towne's engagement with

the sayed Mr. Stone ; and the sayed Andrew for to

act according to the law directing in such cases."

OBTAINING A tllNISTEB.

"At aTowne meeting held in Norwalk, 2d of April,

1695 ; at sayed meeting it was voted and agreed, and

by the towne declared as their mind, that the com-

mittee formerly chosen for to act for the towne for

the obtaining a minister, have hereby full and free

liberty from the towne for to move to whom or wliear

they shall see cause, for the obtaining of the end pre-

mised; without any restraint or limitation to any per-

son or persons ; this to stand full and good, notwith-

standing any former act of the towne contrary to this

present order, vote, and declaration of the inind of

the town."

PURCHASING A MINISTER'S LOT.

"May 23, 1695, voted and agreed by the towne,

that that lott obtained of Joseph (ircgory, shall be

for the accominidating of a Gospell minister for the

towne ; and that it is allso agreed by tlie towne, that

at such time as God shall please to bring in unto us

such a minister, then and at that day that he shall be

called to office and ordayned pastor of tiie church in

Norwalk, then the aforesaid lott shall be and remaine

to him, his heires for ever.*

" At a towne meeting, held July the 2d, 1695, at

sayed meeting it was voted and agreed upon by the

towne, that that land, pasture, and swamp lying in

the generall field, granted to the ministry, shall be

cleared and fenced, and made for improvement for

pasture and meadow.

"Also at the same meeting it was voted and allso

granted by the town unto the minister, to him and

his heirs, a parcell of salt marsh meadow lying in

the bounds of Norwalk, and that over the* river on

the west side of the towne, &c.—the sayed parcell of

meadow the towne engages for to fence and make
capable of improvement, &c.

" Also, at the same meeting, the towne by vote hath

given and granted to the minister ten acres of land

for i^lowing, and that in the township of Norwalk on

the east side of the brook called the north brook, and

on the North East part of Mathew ]\Iarvin's Boggy
Meadow, to be to him and to his heires for ever."

THE MINISTER'S FIREWOOD.

"At a towne meeting, July 17, 1695, it was voted

and agreed by the towne for to allow and freely give

Mr. Buckingham his firewood annually, and at all

times, soe long as he shall continue to carry on the

work of the ministry in Norwalk."

MINISTER'S SALARY.

" Also at the above meeting (July 17, 16951, it was
voted and agreed by the towne, for to allow and pay

80/. per veer, after the two first yeeres abiding with

us, unto Mr. Steven Buckingham, respecting his car-

rying on the work of the ministry. The said 80/. to

I' This was the lot between Capt. Dauiel Hanford's and the rosidenc«

of the late Ilanfoni Fiteh. It was occupioJ by Rl'v. Stephen Bucking-

ham. The railroad now crosses it.
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be annually payed by the town by way of proportion

;

extraordinary cases only excepted."

THE MINISTER'S HOUSE.
" December 18, 1695. At the sayd meeting the

Towne did manifest and by vote did agree, that they

would build a house for the minister, with as much
speed as might be with conveniency ; and the dimen-

sions of the sayd house are as followeth : two and

fourty foot in length, and two and twenty foot in

breadth, and two story high, or two lofts, and double

chimneys ; and a comely porch to syd house ; and a

seller under one end of the syd house ; and stone the

syd seller ; the sayed house is allso to have a comly

gett at each end of the same ; and all to be decently

finished upon the towne's cost."

THE MINISTER'S SALARY.*
" At a towne meeting held in Norwalk, October the

8th, 1697. At sayd meeting it was voted and agreed by
the towne that the eighty pounds sallary granted to

Mr. Buckingham, the towne doth agree to pay it as

followeth, both for specie and price, vizt. ; winter-

wheat, at five shillings per bushell, Indian corn at

two shillings and six pence per bushell, Rye at foure

shillings per bushell, porke at three pence farthing per

pound ; biefe at two pence per pound ; all good and

merchantable, none of the inhabitants to pay above

one-third part of their rate or proportion in Eye.
" Allso at the same meeting the towne by their vote

did manifest their desire that the Reverend Mr. Steven

Buckingham should be ordayned pastor of the church

in Norwalk before winter; in case the sayd Mr. Buck-

ingham will please to give the towne a dispensation

soe long as till the last day of May next insueing for

the completing and finishing the house, and allso till

the next Michaelmast for the fencing and cleareing of

the land engaged by the towne to be fenced and

cleared for improvement."

CONCURRENCE OF THE TOWN WITH THE CHURCH IN SET-

TLING THE MINISTER.
" Allso at the same meeting the towne made choyse

of Matthew Marvin and James Olmstead for to signifie

unto the Reverend Elders at the time of ordination,

the desire and good agreement of the towne with the

church in ordayning Rev. Mr. Steven Buckingham."

* The deed of the lands granted to Mr. Buckingham as his settlement

hears date April Y, 1699

:

"1. One homelot, 4 acres, bound E. by the land of Thos. Betts & the

common fence partly, W. The towns highway. N. The homelot of Thos.

Seamer. S. land & homelot of heirs of John Raymond, senr., Deed.

—

with tlie house which is now built.

"2. Land in the field; swamp & upland 16 acres; one half to him and

his heirs forever ; the other half after his decease, to return to the town.

"3. Ten acres of upland lying in tlie woods; lying near tlie Towne
over the North Brook so called.

" 4. Three score acres of land in the woods—bounded by marked trees,

adjoining part of the land of Saml. Hayes, and Ensign John Beldin,

above Chesnut Hill.

" 5. Salt marsh meadow, 2 Acres, bounded E. by the cove, & N. & N.

W. by the bank of upland. S. by a fence and a small creek near John

Bouton's meadow.

"6. Three Hundred pounds right in commonage."

A GALLERY IN THE MEETING-HOUSE.

"Oct. 25, 1697. Voted and agreed to erect the

foundation of a gallery in the meeting house, over

the fourth part of sayd house
;

speedily, before the

ordination if it can be accomplished. And have

made choyse of Ralph Keeler, and Samuel Keeler,

and John Whitney to doe the work, and to doe it soe

as in their best judgment, best for the strength and
conveniency of the gallery, &c."

ENTERTAINING THE ELDERS AND MESSENGERS AT THE OR-
DINATION.

" Allso (Oct. 25, 1697). The towne made choyse of

Matthew Marvin, Serjnt. John Piatt, and Samuell

Hayes, and John Bennidick and Thomas Betts, who
are by the towne desired to take care for the providing

of a comfortable entertaynment for the Reverend

Elders and Messengers when heare at the time of or-

dination ; the charge of their entertaynment to be

payd by the inhabitants of the towne."

FLAX FOR THE DRUM-CORD.

"Allso voted and agreed for to allow to John
Crampton for the yeere insueing, for beating the

Drum on all publique occasions, and allso to sweep

the meeting house, and to keepe the house cleane and
decent ; and the towne engages for to allow and to.

pay unto sayd Crampton two pounds ten shillings for

his labour ; and the towne allow the townsmen for to

furnish the sayd Crampton with soe much flax as may
make necessary cords for the towne's Drum ; to pro-

cure the flax where they can, and the towne to pay

the cost of the flax."

INDIAN DEED TO MR. HANFORD.
" Know all men by these presents, that I Winni-

pank, Indian Sagamour of Norwalk, do freely Give to

my beloved friend Thomas Hanford, senior. Minister

of Norwalk in y"^ County of Fairfield, in y'= Colony of

Connecticut, my Island of Land Lying against Rower-

ton, containing Twenty acres more or less, with all

y^ trees. Herbage, and other Appurtenances thereof

;

which s* Island is bounded on y'^ East with y'' Island

called Mamachimins, and Chachanenas, and on y°

West with the point of Rowerton ; I the said Winni-

pank Do by this my act and Deed, Alienate the s*

Island from all claims of English or Indians, and as

being my peculiar propriety, never by deed of gift, or

sale made over to any, but now by this my deed I do

give it freely to my beloved friend Thomas Hanford,

senr., to possess, improve, to him and his heirs for-

ever. In confirmation of this my act or deed, I have

set to my hand & seal this second day of December

Anno Domini One thousand six Hundred and Ninety.

The mark of Winnipank.

"Signed, sealed, and delivered in Winnipank Indian, y« subscriber

the presence of acknowledged y^ above Instrument

" John Greggoey, to be his free act and deed, before

" Samuel Hanford. me in Norwalk.

" Dec. 28th, 1698, Nathan Gold, Assist."
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HUNGRY SPRING.

" Feb. 23, 1699. Voted and agreed that Thomas
Seamer shall be warned for to lay open to the use of

the towne the Spring called Hungry Spring ; for free

passing of man and beasts to the sayd spring ; he to

remove any fence or incumbrance in the way to sayd

spring, that is or was by him sett up or erected."

THE TRICE OF FIRE WOOD.

" Feb. 23, 1699. It was voted and agreed that all

persons as carry fire wood to Mr. Bucikingham, shall

be allowed for each load of wallnut wood three shil-

lings and six pence, and for each load of oakc wood
is allowed two shillings and six pence."

BUILDING A SCHOOL-HOUSE.

"November 27, 1699. Agreed that the towne

would build a schoole house as soon as may be with

conveniency ; and the dimensions of sayd house is

agreed to be as followeth : the length 20 foote ; the

breadth thereof eighteene foot ; and at least six foot

betweene joynts &c. &c."

CERTAIN TOWN CHARGES IN 1G99.*
8. d.

Burning tlie woods, Serjt. John Piatt one Jay

2

C
Sanil. Belden one day burning woods—one day (and so of seven

otliois in succession)

2

C
Saniuell Smith for towne barres

2

6
John Piatt for a pound of butter

0

9
The widow Hyett a .3d part of a wolfe

3

4
Alloweil to James Hayes for flax 2 pounds for the Towne's Drum

delivered to John Cranipton

2

0
Samuel Keeler for mending the towne barres

1

G

CHARGES FOR WOLVES.
£ 8. d.

Ensigne Beklen, five wolves

2

10 0
SaniU. lielden, one wolf 10 0
Saml. Hayes, one wolf 10 0
Josh. Rockwell, one .3d of a wolfe > 3 4
Tho. Gregory, one wolfe 10 0
Saml. Smith, one wolfe 10 0
Elizar Hanford, one wolfe 10 0
Ebenezer Seusion, a 3d of one wolfe 3 4

POWDER AND LEAD.

" April 10, 1700. It was voted and agreed by the

inhabitants and hearby declared as the towne's act,

that there shall be a rate made and levyed forthwith,

for the procuering of powder and lead for the towne

store or magazine; to be levyed in money, a half-

penny on the pound."

CERTAIN TOWN ACCOUNTS (Dec. 30, 1701).

£ Sj d.
Joseph Ketclium, for running the lyne betwean Stamford and

our towne

0

3 0
Itni. One d.ay Ijurning woods

0

2 6
Allso half one side of the pound: allso some rayles carrying

to the towne Barres,—all

0

9 0
Allso, a pint of rum •.

0

10
Samuel Keeler, one day burning woods

0

2 6
His horse to the Court at New Haven

0

7 0
Allso one day Renewing the bounds of the purchase; him and

his horse

0

4 0
Allso a pint of rum

0

10
Samuel Hayes, his lioi-se to Hartford

0

10 0
One third of a wolfe

0

3 4
Samuel Beldin, two-thirds of a wolf.

0

6 8
Serj't. John Raymond, onc-sixt part of a wolf

0

1 S
Zerubabell Hoyt, half one wolf.

0

5 0
Allso burning the Islands

0

0 18
Matthias Sension, for beating the drum

12

6
Allso a drum-cord

0

3 0

JOHN COPP, SCHOOLJI ASTER.

"Dec. 30, 1701. Voted and agreed by the towne
that they would have a schoolemaster for the next

* The town clerk had turned over several leaves, and nuide this record

out of its order.

yeere insueing in case he can be obtained. Alluo

voted and agreed that Mr. John Copp shall be the

person for that work in case he can bo obtained on

reasonable tcrmes.

" Allso voted and agret-d, that for the paying of the

charge of a schoolemaster shall be as followeth : that

all cliildrcn from the age of five yecres old to the age

of twelve yeeres, shall all pay an equall proportion;

excepting the feamale; all that doe not goe tf> schoole,

and all youths above the age of twelve years as goe in

the day, shall pay etjually with the others above saved
;

and all night schoollers shall i)ay a tliird part .soe

much as the day schoolers j and the schoolers to pay

fifteene pounds; and the remaynder of the charge of

schoole master's .sallary shall be payd by the towne

according to their list of estate in the publique list of

the Collonie."

PAYMENT OF THE TOWN RATE IN 1701.

" Voted and agreed, that the town rate shall be payd

in mancr as followeth, vizt, in wheat at r)s. per })ushl,

Indian cornc at 3s. per bushell, flax at 9d per pound,

oats at Is. 8d, rye at 3s. 6d, Barley at 3s. per bushell,

and not to pay to any, above a third i>art of their debt

in flax, oats, Barley, but two thirds of all be in wheat

or Indian corne."

THE ISLANDS.

" Whereas the inhabitants of the towne of Norwalk,

have had possession of severall Islands lying adjacent

to their township, and allso improvement of them

forty yeares, and longer, without being interrupted by

any persons laying claime and prosecuting their

claime in due forme of law, the sayd towne having

had quiett i>ossession long before the sayd law of pos-

session was enacted, and ever since ; the select men
and justice doe in the name of sayd towne and for

their behoofe, enter and record unto the said towne,

them their hcircs and assignes for ever
;
namely Cock-

enoes Island known by sayd name, and Mamachimons
Island, and the Long Island, and Camfield's Island,

known by sayd names, and all other Islands lying in

or adjacent unto the towneshipp of Norwalk ; to the

legallity of this record we whose names are hereunto

sett and subscribed, our names and hands.
" James Olmstead, Justice and Recorder.

"Samuel Smith,
" Thomas Betts,
" Samuell Belden, Townsmen.

"Samuell Betts,
|

" Samuell Marvex. J

" Recorded this 4th day of January, 1762-3.

" From Book 2 3."

sitting in THE DEACONS' SEAT.

" Jan. U, 1702. The towne did by thoir vote, allow

John Gregory, senior, liberty to sitt in the Deacon's

seat before the pulpitt, for tho advantage and bonefitt

of his hearing the word preached.
" Allso at the above sayd meeting the towne did by
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vote grant and allow, unto Matthew Marvin, liberty

to sitt in the Deacon's seat before the pulpitt for the

benefitt of his hearing the word preached."

IIOESE SHEDS BY THE MEETING-HOUSE.

" Jan. 14, 1702. Granted liberty to those inhabitants

out-dwellers, for to erect shelters for their horses for

the Saboath and publique occasions, by Matthias

Sension's jr. Lott in the common, not to hinder or

obstruct his passage to his barne and yard, or to his

sho2)."

IN CASE OF FINE BY THE SERGEANT MAJOR.

" Feb. 26, 1702, it was voted and agreed by the towne

that in case the present select men shall be fyned by

the Serjnt. Major, for the townes defect in not having

their jiroportion of amies and ammunition in their

towne stock according to law, the towne engages to

pay the fyne, and that by way of rate."

THE MEETING-HOUSE BELL.

"Feb. 3, 1703. The towne voted that the Bell

should be fetcht from Ralph Keeler's and forthwith

hung up in the meeting house for to be wrung ther for

the probation of the goodnes of the Bell.

" At the same meeting the towne made choyse of

Ralph Keeler and James Stewart to hang the bell in

the meeting house, and to doe all that is necessary

respecting the hanging the sayd bell, and allso to put

a new tongue into the bell if it shall in there judg-

ments soe need it."

RINGING THE BELL AND BEATING THE DRUM.

" Dec. 1704. William Lees did engage with and
unto the towne to beat the Drum or ring the bell, and

that on all publique occasions. And also to sweep

the meeting house every week decently ; and the towne

engages to allow and pay unto sayd Lees the next

yeere the sum of one pound ten shillings."

FETCHING ARMS FROM STAMFORD.

" Allso the towne engages to pay any damage that

may be done, or hapjjen to be done, in the armes that

are to be fetcht from Stamford ; and allso to pay those

persons as shall fetch them, reasonable satisfaction for

their labor."

SEATING THE MEETING-HOUSE IN 1705.

" Voted, that the meeting house shall be seated with

as much conveniency as may be ; and that the order

or method of seating the meeting house shall be in

the act of the towne bareing date Feb. 21, 1698
;
only

further agreed that noe person shall be degraded, or

brought lower than they are now seated.

"Allso voted and agreed that the first long seat in

the gallery of the meeting house shall be accounted

and deemed as the fifth long seat below, and those as

sitt below have liberty there to sitt still.

" Also that there shall be twelve men seated in the

long seat of the gallery
;
namely, the first seat of the

gallery.

" Also, there is to be two seats of the gallery seated

on the woman's side of the gallery, if need be.

" Allso, the towne made choyse of Thomas Betts,

senr., Samuell Smith, senr., and Ralph Keeler, senr.,

they to seat the meeting house according to the order

of the towne."

SEATING THE MEETING-HOUSE IN 170G.

" The towne made choyse of a committee, vizt.

;

James Olmsted, John Benedick, senr., Samuel Smith,

senr., Zerubabell Hoyt, Thomas Betts, senr., Ebenezer

Sension, Joseph Piatt, persons with whom the towne

have left that affaire, vizt., the seating of the meeting

house ; and they the sayd committee to order and de-

termine that matter according to their best discretion

;

they to have respect to age, quality, and the estates of

persons in the publique list, and the towne to abide

their determination."

ALLOWANCE TO MR. BUCKINGHAM INSTEAD OF HIS YEARLY
FIREWOOD.

" Feb. 28, 1706-7. Voted and agreed by the towne,

to allow Mr. Stephen Buckingham twenty pounds pr.

year, to be paid in specie as his rate is to be payd in,

he freeing the towne from the obligation they are

under, in finding or providing his firewood."

MR. BUCKINGHAM S AGREEIIEXT THERETO.

"The town of Norwalk, performing their above

mentioned engagement, as to summ and price, are

now freed from the obligation concerning fire wood

to me.
" S. Buckingham."

CUTTING SEDGE.

" Dec. 18, 1707. The Towne by their present act,

do prohibit any person or persons cutting any sedge

or Crick-thatch, on any of the towne's right, before

ye first day of September, annually ; and if any per-

son shall presume to act contrary to this act, he or

they shall, after the first half load, forfitt twenty

shillings for every half load ; to be paid by the per-

son or persons delinquent, half to ye use of ye town,

the other half of said twenty shillings to the com-

plainer who shall prosecute the same to eff'ect."

SCHOOL-KEEPING IN 1707-8.

" Feb. 10th, 1707-8. Voted and agreed, that there

sliilll be a schoolmaster hyred according to law.

" Also, voted and agreed, that ye school master

Hired shall attend and keep ye schoole two months

on this side of the river, and one month on ye other

side.

" Also granted liberty to those our inhabitants over

the river, to erect a schoole house in a convenient

place, not prejudissing the highway."

THE TOWN KEEPING GOOD HOURS.

"Also voted (1707-8), and agreed, that there shall

be no votes passed nor any grants made by the towne,

nor any record made of any votes, after nine of the

clock at night."*

* " In 1708, Jolin Belden, Samuel Keeler, Matthew Seymour, Matthias

St. John, and other inhabitants of Norwalk, to the uumber of twenty-

five, purchased a large tract between tliat town and Danbury. The pur-
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KEEPING ORDER IN TOWN-MEETING.

"Dec. 16th, 1708. Voted and agreed that there

shall be a moderator chowen, who sliall have power to

put to vote all matters or affaires that are then in ad-

jitation, and also to cndesivour to keep good order and

decorum in speaking; and all who are disorderly in

speaking, to be by words corrected by the moderator;

and also that if any person shall, notwithstanding, be

so bold as to proceed in disorderly speaking, when

corrected by the moderator, he shall suffer by f'yne,

imposed on ye delinquent by ye moderator and the

majority of the townsmen, to the sum of five shil-

lings, to be levied by distress on the estate of the

delinquent."

OVER RIVER BURYING-GROUND.

" Dec. 16, 1708. The town grants to ye inhabitants

on the west side of Norwalk River, a piece of ground

for a burying place, on any convenient piece of land

in commons; and John Benedick, senr., Zerubabell

Hoyt, and Thomas Betts, senr., are appointed a com-

mittee to appoint the place."

SITTING IN THE GREAT PEW.

"Feb. 10, 1708-9. The town votes Mr. Samuell

Hayes into ye great pue, to sitt in upon i>ublique

days, &c."
STRAY JADES.

"March 4, 1708-9. The town makes choyse of

John Steward to claim and sell all stray jades for the

town (when no better claim appears), that shall be

brought out of ye woods to ye town by the Horse

Hunters, and that the horse hunters shall have half

of what ye horses shall fetch, when they are sold."*

THE TIDE-MILL.

" Dec. 15, 1709. The town grants by a major vote,

to Joseph Birchard, Thomas Betts, John Betts, and

John Gregory, jr., the liberty to Damm up ye crick

lying before ye sd Gregory's, with also the privilege

of the stream that runs into ye said crick and through

the said damm : provided that they the said Josej)!!,

&c., ... do sett upon the said work in order to the

erecting a grist-mill upon the damm that they shall

.so erect, within one year from this date ; and do ac-

complish the work of the said mill within the term of

three years from the day of these presents ; and so

long as the said undertakers do maintaine a good suf-

ficient grist-mill, the said stream shall remain to them

and to their successors that shall so maintaine ye

cliase was made of Catooiiali, the cliief saclieni, and otlior Indians, who
were the proprietors of that part of tlic co>intry. Tlie deed bears date

Sept. 30, 1708. At tliis session [1700] it was ordained that it should he a

distinct townsliip by the name of Ridgetield."

—

Tiu'misi'li., p. 400.

* III Ilinnmn's catalogue of names of Puritan settlers, under Matthew
Griswold, is noticed " a severe lawsuit between said Griswold and Reinold

MaiTin." " The arbitrators awarded that one-half the horses should bo

equally divided between them, and that the other half should go to the

colony, and Marvin should look tbeni up, and appointed a committee to

sell the horses and execute the award." Upon this Mr. ]Iinnu\n remarks

:

" The arbitrators must at least have resided at Diilrli Point, if they were

not Dutch justices." This record nuiy explain the matter without the

neceesity of so uncharitable a supposition.

same: they to grind all grain into good and sufficient

meal for the town, for the toal stated in ye law; and

not to grind for any straingcr coming with his grain

to said mill, so long as any of ye inhabitants of thw

Towne's grain is lying in said mill unground; except-

ing any of .said inhabitants shall allow any strainger

their turn."

A I'LATFOIl.M TO THE GALLERY.

" Dec. 15, 1709. The town by major vote grants to

John Bartlct, James Lockwood, and Bamuell Keeler,

jr., a liberty to erect and build on ye west side of the

meeting-house, a platform froiri ye gallery unto the

north window upon the cross plates; and with others

that shall present, for a sufficiency to erect upon the

same four pues, which shall remain and continue for

their use, to seat themselves in ye time of publique

service: and that during the fall term of ye town's

pleasure; so that whenever they shall see cause to

make any alteration of that matter so as to deprive

them of their seats, the town engages to allow such

charge, that the said buildings shall be advantageous

to ye town, as by indifferent persons may be adjudged

;

they relinquishing all other seats in the meeting-house,

during ye time of their sitting."

THE MEETING-IIOUSE BELFRY.

" At the same meeting, the town granted to Samuell

Keeler, jr., twenty acres of laud in one place, and

twenty-six acres of land more, to take up in ye woods,

—upon condition that he the said Keeler do erect a

Belfree upon ye top of our meeting-house, and com-

pleatly finish the .same ; and hang the bell that is now
hung upon ye meeting-house, or any other that may
be obtained seasonably before ye said belfree is fin-

ished; and to cloase ye sides of the upright where

now ye bell hangs ; all to be compleated by the last

of June next insuing ; the town to provide stuff for

ye closing ye upright, and to cart the same, with the

timber that shall by the said Keeler be prepared for

ye belfree, to ye meeting-house ; and also find ye nails

that will be wanted for ye whole work ; also the sayd

Keeler to fraime in ye top of ye turret a good suffi-

cient cedar stump to fix a weathercock on, if ye town

see cause ; or a pinnacle."

GREGORY'S POINT.

" Dec. 29, 1710, the town granted some land to John
Benedict, ' which grant is by way of exchange with

the said John Benedict for a free passage for carts,

horses and men, as they may have occasion, unto ye

point of land extending itself into ye harbor, which

passage is limited to ye way that is and hath been

improved, along through ye said Bennedick's land

unto ye said point, which privilege is to remain to the

town forever; which point is known as commonly
called Gregory's Point.' "

SEATING SEVERAL PERSONS IX THE MEETING-HOUSE.

"Dec. 29, 1710. The towne grants liberty to Wil-

liam Sturtevant, Jonathan Wood. Richard Cosier,
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Andrew Lyon, John Fillio, Thomas Austin, to sitt

upon ye seat joining to the Little pue, in ye North

East corner of the meeting House, and their wives to

sit on the opposite seat, joyning to y' North West
corner of y" meeting house.

" Allso to Samll Carter to sitt in ye seat be-

fore y° hinde pillar, with John Marvin, &c., and to

James Hayes to sit in y° seat where Lt. William Lees

formerly satt."

THE BKLL RUNG AT NINE O'CLOCK AT NIGHT.

" Dec. 11, 1713. The town grants to Zerubbabell

Hoyt twenty-six shillings in pay, or two-thirds

money, for his ringing y" bell at nine a clock at

night, for y"^ year ensuing ; and the said Hoyt ingages

to performe the same."

A HIGIiWAr TO KIDGEFIELD.

" Dec. 16, 1713. The town by majority vote made
choice of Capt. Joseph Piatt, Capt. John Raymond,

and Ensigne James Stewart, for their committee to

make a settlement of a highway or road to Ridge-

field, if they and the committee of Ridgefield can

agree ; and doth fully impower said committee to

make restitution to such persons that s'' highway may
take land from within the limits of Norwalk town-

ship."

ATTENDING MEETING IN KIDGEFIELD.

"March 1, 1713-14. The town by a major vote

frees Jonathan Wood, senr., from paying any rate to

y'' ministry in Norwalk, for y'' future after this year's

rate is paid, provided y° said Wood attends y" meet-

ing in Ridgefield on y" Sabbath and so long as he

continues so to do."

A SABBATH-DAY HOUSE FOR JOHN TAYLOR.

"March 1, 1713-14. The town by a major vote

grants liberty to John Taylor to erect a small house

for his family's conveniency on y^ Sabbath, on such

part, of y'^ town's land near y^ meeting house, as y^

select men shall allow or find convenient."

A NEW MEETING-HOUSE.

" Dec. 11, 1717. The town by a major vote deter-

mines to build a new meeting house, of such dimen-

sions as shall hereafter be concluded upon ; to be

erected on y^ north end of Ensign James Stewart's

Home lot.

"At y° same meeting the town by a major vote

grants a rate of one penny in a pound in money to be

leavied upon the inhabitants of the town, to be col-

lected this year, and put into y" hands of ye town

treasurer, to be improved by the committee that shall

be chosen and appointed for managing ye business of

ye new meeting house.

" At the same meeting ye town by a major vote dc:

termined that what money is granted by the town,

viz. (ye penny on ye pound) to be colected this year,

shall be layed out in buying nails and other neces-

saries for the new meeting house.

" At the same meeting the town by a major vote de-

termines that the accomplishment of ye work of s*

meeting house shall be indeavored for within the term

of four years.

" At the same meeting the town by a major vote de-

termines that what is found necessary to be done in

repairing the old meeting house to make it comfort-

able for the time being until the said meeting house

be built, be out of hand done."

WHETHER TO REPAIR THE OLD MEETING-HOUSE.

" Jan. 9, 1718-19. It was proposed by way of vote,

that those that were for repairing, and for making an

addition to the old meeting house, should signifie their

minds by passing out of ye house first, and be num-
bered ; and that those who ware for erecting a new
meeting house, on the place where John Keeler's

barn stands, should pass out of the house afterwards

& be numbered. Upon tryall of which, those that

were for repairing and adding to the old house were

in number twenty six that passed out, and Lt. Taylor

declared himself to be of that mind though he passed

not out. And those that were for the meeting house

to be erected as aforesaid, were in number thirty that

passed out, and Capt. Piatt and myselfe declared to

be of ye same mind with them, tho not passing out.

" This meeting is adjourned to ye next Monday
morning come sevennight at Eight of ye clock in ye

morning.
"Test, John Copp,

" Town Clerk"

HOW" TO SETTLE THE DIFFERENCE ABOUT THE OLD HOUSE
OR A NEW ONE.

"At a town meeting convened by adjournment on

the 19th day of January, 1718-19, in Norwalk, in the

old school House,
" The Town by major vote determines to leave the

whole affaire of ye present differance in the town re-

specting the Repairing the old meeting house and en-

larging ye same by addition ; or the building a new
meeting house, and determining the place where the

new house shall be erected, unto a wise and judicious

committee of three persons hereafter nominated aind

chosen ; all which charge of the s* committee to be

defrayed by ye town.
" Upon Tryall of ye minds of ye town upon the

above vote, it was proposed that those y' were of the

mind to pass s" vote into their act, should move out

of ye house. Upon tryall of whiche. Forty one per-

sons went out of ye house, and eight persons y' were

not in ye house when ye proposals were made, came

to me and declared themselves for ye said act. The

negative vote was proposed in ye same manner, and

no person or persons appeared to move out; the

number of ye persons y* remained in the house, as

near as I could come at, were in number Twenty six.

" At ye same meeting, the town by a major vote,

made choise of Major Peter Burr, Major Samuel Eals,

and Mr. Jonathan Law, Esq., for their committee,

with whom they would leave the whole affair of their
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difference above expressed, and to make a decision

thereof.

" At the same meeting the town l)y Major vote De-

termines that any two of the abovcsaid committee

agreeing, their determinations shall Ite as l)inding to

the town to fulfil, as if they all three concurred and

signed their result.

" At y" same meeting y" town by a major vote have

chosen Capt. John Raymond, Capt. Joseph Piatt, Lt.

Matthew Seamer, Ensigne Saml. Comstock, Mr.

Samll. Betts, and Mr. John Marven, a committee to

represent y" town in laying before s* committee the

surcomstances of y" town in their present differences.

" At the same meeting y'^ town by major vote makes

choise of Mr. Copp to entertain the Gefmen Com-

mittee afore chosen, when come to town.
" At the same meeting the town by a major vote

makes choise of John Copp to go fortli with y" gen-

tlemen y'^ said committee in order to obtain their

coming over with as much expedition as may be.

"At the same meeting the town by a major vote

impowers the town's committee afore chosen to render

and pay to y° Gentlemen committee, honorable re-

ward for their service (in these affairs) for the town
;

for which the town treasury shall reburst y" s*^ charges."

BEGINNING THE NEW MEETING-HOUSE.

" At a town meeting convened in Norwalk August

17th, 1720, The town by a major vote resolves and

concludes that men shall be hired to raise the meet-

ing house, such men and so many as Mr. Samll.

Grummon, carpenter, shall think needful ; in y° town,

and by y"^ advice of the Committee.
" The town, by a major vote, resolves and oblidges

themselves seasonably to grant such leavies by way
of rate, on y'^ inhabitants of y° town, as shall be suffi-

cient to discharge all such necessary charges, as the

committee appointed to manage that affair of the new
meeting house, as already have or shall find needful,

to contract for the accomplishment of y*" underpining,

raiseing, covering, and encloseing s"* house, at or before

the first day of March next ensueing the date hereof.

" The Town, at y" same meeting, by a major vote,

determines that the new meeting house shall be raised

fronting East, and to y° street."

THE SECOND SCHOOL DISTRICT*

" January 30, 1720-21. The town by a major vote

determines to have two schools attended and kept for

the year ensuing, one at y* south end of y"' town, and

the other at y' north end , at y^ two respective school

houses now in being, in y^ winter time ; and y° sum-

mer schoole at y'= south end, and at y'' school house

on y' west side of y" river. And y° country money
shall be divided according to lyst by y° military lyne."

* On the 4th of January, 1719-20, the town voted that the winter

school should be kept half of the time at tlie old school-house, and the

other half the time at tlie new school-house at the noith end of the

t jwn.

GATHEBINO 0T8TEB8.

"Dec. 4, 1721. The town by major vot<; prohibito

all persons whatsoever excepting the proper inhab-

itants of y° town, rakeing and gathering of Oysters

within y" harbours, coves, or any other place, apper-

taining and being witliin the limits of our t<jwnhhip.

And any such person or persons as shall be found

rakeing or gathering oysters within y" aforcsayd limits,

shall suffer the penaltie of three shillings per buBhell."

RIGHT OF COMMONAGE TO YOUNG MEN OF TWENTY-ONE.

"Dec. 4, 1721. The t<nvn by a major vote resolves

and determines that a copy of a certain vote passed at

a town meeting convened in Norwalk Dec. lo, 1698,

in tlie words following,—to wit : 'Also granted that all

the town born children, shall, as they attain y' age of

Twenty one years, all of them have a fifty pound right

of commonage in the town, and also as are twenty one

years of age to have it in this last division granted.'

—A true copy of y° town act lost,

" 'Test, James Olmstead,
'"Town Clerk,'

—shall be put on record, and be of as good force

and efficacy as the original was before it was lost

;

and that no female shall have benefit by this act, by

their being born in y' town."

SELLING OYSTERS TO OYSTER-VESSELS.

"April 16, 1722. The Town Resolved, that whoso-

ever of y^ inhabitants of the town shall directly or

indirectly sell any oysters, or give leave to any vessel,

men, or any other person or persons to gett oysters

within y' town bounds, or shall carry and put on

board any oysters, shall incurr a penalty of five shil-

lings pr. hundred, and so in proportion for greater or

less quantities."

SEATS TAKEN FROM THE OLD MEETING-HOUSE FOR THE NEW.

"March 11, 1722-23. The town gives liberty to

y"^ committee for the new meeting house, to take from

y'= old meeting house such seats and boards, plank,

and other things, that may be needful to use in the

new meeting house."

THE TOW^N MAGAZINE.

"At the same meeting, the town by a major vote

determines that a suitable place shall be made in the

new meeting house to put ye towns magazine in, and

remove the same as soon as may be."

SEATING THE NEW MEETING-HOUSE.

" June 3, 1723. The town loft the business of seat-

ing the new meeting house to a committee of seven

;

viz. Capt. Joseph Piatt, Lieutenant Samuel Marvin,

Scrjent John Benncdict, Samuel Kellogg, Lieutenant

Matthew Seymor, Captain Samuel Hanford, Mr. Johu
Betts, Sen."

MRS. HANFORD STILL ALlVE.f

" At ye same meeting, the town voted Mrs. Hanford

into ye pue with Mrs. Buckingham.

f
" From the first settlement of the town to 1732, a term of more than

eighty years, there was no general sickness in the town. From 1715 to
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"December 11, 1723. The town voted Capt. Sam-

uel Hanford to sit in ye pue with Captain Olmsted

and Captain Piatt."

KO TOWN-MEETING TO BE HOLDEN IN THE NEW MEETING-
HOUSE.

"At the same meeting (Dec. 11, 1723), the town by

a major vote resolves, that no town meetings shall be

warned to convene at the new meeting house, nor at-

tended and held within s* house ; nor that any act or

acts of the town shall ever be accounted of any value

that shall be passed Avithin the walls thereof. Also

determines that no other improvement shall be made
there, but what is consistent with, and agreeable to

the most pure and special service of God, for which

end it was built and now devoted."

SELLING THE OLD MEETING-HOUSE.

" At the same meeting, the town by a major vote

determines to make sale of the old meeting house.

Mr. John Bartlett, Ensign Samuel Comstock, and

Mr. James Lockwood a committee to sell and dispose

of the same."

A SCHOOL-DAME AT SAUGATUCK.

"At the same meeting, the town grants liberty to

Drye Brook and Sawkatuck inhabitants to improve a

School Dame among themselves to schoole their chil-

dren in ye summer season, and also grant to them

their proportion of ye country's money.

"At ye same meeting ye town grants that the refuse

boards left at ye new meeting-house, be used about ye

school-house neerr ye Mill plain."

THE OLD BELL HUNG UPON THE NEW MEETING-HOUSE.

" At the same meeting the town by major vote de-

termines to hang ye bell on ye new meeting house,

and there to be rung upon necessary occasions until

there appear a suitable opportunity to sell the same."

ME. JOHN COPP IN THE SECOND PEW FKOM THE PULPIT.

" At the same meeting, the town by a major vote

grants ye seating of John Copp in ye second pue

from ye pulpitt ; and his wife in ye third pue on ye

woman's side."

Mil. THOMAS FITCH IN THE PEW WITH THE .JUSTICES.

"Mr. Thomas Fitch, Jr., is by major vote of ye

town seated in ye pue with the Justices, and the town

desires that he would read ye psalme, and set ye tune

in ye time of publique service."

MK. THOMAS BENEDICT TO SET THE PSALM TUNES.

" December 2, 1724. The town by major vote de-

sires Ensigne Thomas Bennedick, Jr., to sett ye tune

to ye Psalme, at such times as that i^art of service is

to be performed in ye publik worship of God ; and to

read ye Psalms needed, ye town also seats ye said

1719, there died in this large town twelve persons only. Out of the train-

band, consisting of one hundred men, there died not one person from

171G to 1730, dui ing the term of fourteen years.

"Mrs. Hanford, relict of the first minister of the town, died Sept. 12,

1730, aged one liundred years."

—

MamiscripU of liev. Moses Dickinson, in

Trumbull's History.

Bennedick in ye 3d long seat at ye end of ye middle

alley.

"The town votes Mr. Benjamin Lynes into ye pue

at ye S. W. corner."

THE PARISH OF WILTON BEGUN.

"December 7, 1725. The town by a major vote sig-

nifies their willingness that the inhabitants of Kent,

Belden's Hill, and Chestnutt Hill, and so upwards,

become a Parish or village by themselves; if the

Generall Court (upon their application) shall see

meet so to establish them; and in order for ye settling

ye bounds of said village, a committee from each

party shall take a view and present to the town where

they think the bounds should be stated; that the

town may consider upon it, and, upon their liking,

establish the same.

"At the same meeting, ye town by a major vote

made choise of ye Worshipfull Joseph Piatt, Esq.,

Cajjtain Raymond, and Lieutenant Seymor committee

for to joyne with a committee from ye said inhabi-

tants, in viewing where ye bounds may be best fixt for

said upper village, and make a report to ye town of

their opinion therein."

STONE STEPS FOR THE MEETING-HOUSE.

"February 18th, 1725-6. The town by a major

vote determines that they will have stones obtained

for ye makeing of steps at each of ye doars of ye

meeting-house. Joseph Piatt, Esq., Mr. John Bart-

lett, and Ensigne Thomas Bennedick, Jr., to see to ye

obtaining of s'* stones, and get ye steps made, &c., at

the town's cost."

DIFFICULTY WITH THE REV. MR. BUCKINGHAM.

"At the same meeting (Feb. 18, 1725-6), the town

by a major vote determines that something shall be

done in order to regulate ye difficulties ariseing in the

town about ye Reverend Mr. Buckingham.

"The town by a major vote made choice of Joseph

Piatt, Esq., Mr. James Brown, Lieutenant Comstock,

John Copp, Deacon John Benedick, Jr., Mr. John

Betts, Sen., and John Betts, carpenter, Committee to

present the grievances of the town to the ministers of

the county."

MR. BUCKINGHAM'S SALARY STOPPED.

" A bill was brought into ye meeting of ye follow-

ing tenure,—viz.

:

" Att a town meeting regularly warned by the select

men of ye town of Norwalk and convened at the new

school-house at the north end of said town, Feb. 18,

1725-26, the town by their major vote agrees and re-

solves, that for the future no colector in the town of

Norwalk shall be obliged to colect Mr. Buckingham's

rate in the specie as has been usual ; and that the in-

habitants of the town shall not be under any obliga-

tion, by force of any vote, to pay any provision for

the answering of their severall proportions of s"* Mr.

Bucking's sallary ; and do hereby determine and fully

agree, that all votes and grants of that kind shall be

wholly null and void.
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"Read off to ye town, put to vote, and passed in

the affirmative."

THE ASSOCIATION OF MINISTERS CALLED.

"Feb. 28, 1725-26. The town accepts what Mr.

Copp & Mr. James Brown (with concurrence of ye

rest of ye committee) have done, in obtaining from

ye Reverend Mr. Davenport, Moderator of ye Associ-

ation (ye Reverend Mr. Webb and Mr. Chapman
adviseing and consenting therewith), letters of notifi-

cation to ye ministers of ye county, for an Association

of ministers at Norwalk, on ye eighth day of Marcli

next; and resolves to have ye said letters of notifica-

tion sent to the Reverend persons to whom they are

directed ; and make provision for yc entertainment of

s* ministers when they come, which charge shall be

defrayed by the town."

THE OLD PULPIT.

" At ye same meeting, the town by a major vote,

grants to the inhabitants of ye upper society the old

pulpit upon free gift."

A MINISTER ALLOWED TO SAUGATUCK.

" At the same meeting, the town by a major vote

grants to ye inhabitants about Sawkatuck, liberty to

improve some meet person or minister of ye gospel to

preach among them, &c., they paying their full dues

to ye support of ye ministers of ye town."

MR. BUCKINGHAM'S LETTER TO THE TOWN.

"At a town Meeting convened in Norwalk, March
22d, 1725-26,—

"To the Town of Norwalk now conven'd together,

I being heartily concerned for ye difl^icult state of the

town, and thinking sincerely within myself, that a

loving accommodation of ye difficulties and differ-

ences at present between ye town and myself, will

be everyway most conducive to ye peace and union
of the town, and the satisfaction of every member
therein; and so, in the whole, most declarative of

the glory of God, and most for the interest of re-

ligion, more especially in this place, I thereupon,

with Christian concern, move to ye town for an ac-

commodation of ye s* difficulties.

"S. Buckingham.
" The Town most gladly receiving Mr. Bucking-

ham's desire, do heartily fall in with his motion for

an accommodation of ye difficulties
;

provided the

Rev. Mr. Davenport, Mr. Cook, and Mr. Chapman,
do propose any meathod for such an accommodation,
which they do think to be equivalent to, or may
answer, the advice of the late association of Norwalk.

" Read off" to ye town and by a major vote past in

ye afl[irmative."

THE COUNCIL FOR ADVICE.

"March 30th, 1726. The town mett, and by a

major vote requests the Reverend Mr. Sackct to joyne
with ye Reverend Mr. Davenport, Mr. Cook, & Mr.
Chapman, in that affair refer'd to them ye last meet-
ing before ye adjournment."

35

A sui'i'LV Foit Till-; I'Li.i-rr.

"The town by a major vot<; grants U> Mr. Thoma«
Fitch, jur., 'J'hirty shillingK jir. day for two days and

a half preaching with us in times past ; and aiwj for

what days he may be so improved by us for the

future."
THE COUNCIL.

"March the 31st, 1726. The Town mett, and by a

major vote made choice of Mr. .James Brown to offer

in ye town's behalf in ye present affair now before

the Reverend (ientlemen, viz., ye Rev'd. Mr. Daven-

port, Mr. Cook, Mr. Chapman, and Mr. Sacket being

present."

THE TOWN CLOSES WITH THE ADVICE OF COUNCIL.

" At the same meeting, the town having had read

off to them the advice of ye late association of ye

ministers of ye County at Norwalk, for yc Calling of

a council of the elders and also of the messengers of

the churches in the County ; and also the further ad-

vice of ye above Reverend Gentlemen, to pursue s*

advice, as most agreeable to rule and order, and most

conducible to an orderly and decisive determination

of our difficulties, the town closes with ye advice

afores" & by a major vote determines that a council

of ye elders, & also of the messengers of the Churches

in this County shall be called."

CALLING THE CONSOCIATION.

" The town by a major vote determined that a suit-

able person shall be sent to ye Rev'd Mr. Stodard of

Woodbury, Moderator of ye last council in this

county, to obtain letters of notification to ye elders

and messengers of the churches in this county, to

convene at Norwalk on the first Monday evening in

May next, according to ye advice and discretion of yc

late association at Norwalk ; and that due provision

be made for the entertainment of ye said council

when convened ; the whole charge to be defray 'd by

the town."

THE COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE TOWN BEKORE CON-
SOCIATION.

"April 27, Annoquc Domini, 1726. The town ap-

pointed Mr. James Brown, Joseph Piatt, Esq., &
John Copp, their committee to appear in behalf of

the town before the Consociation, and to manage the

whole affair relating to the difference between ye

Rev. Mr. Buckingham & the town."

THE TOWN DISSATISFIED WITH MR. BUCKINGHAM'S CON-
VERSATION.

"At a town meeting convened in Norwalk, August

12th, 1726, at ye same meeting, the town by a major

vote do signifie their dissatisfaction with the former

and latter conversation of the Reverend I^Ir. Stephen

Buckingham, viz.: before and since ye determination

of council ; as also with the determination of the

council in that affair.

"At ye same meeting, the Reverend Mr. Bucking-

ham appeared, and read oft' before ye town then con-

vened the following proposals, and directed in manner

following."
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MR. BUCKINGHAM'S PEOPOSAL.

" To town of Norwalk, with y'= Church appertain-

ing thei'eunto

:

" Being apprehensive of disquietments among many
respecting my continuance in y^ service and work of

y"^ ministry among you, these are to signifie to you

that if you are disposed, and do so agree to call a con-

sociation of y" elders and messengefrs of y" churches of

this county, whereby I might have a regular discharge

from y* work and service of the ministry and y® care

of your souls ; as by a like consociation I was regu-

larly established in, and unto y° same ; and that the

said consociation shall allso take cognizance of such

publike scandalls that any of y° members of this

church may lye under, in breaches of severall com-

mands of the morall law and other Scripture rules •

that so, whatsoever of that nature may appear may
be orderly removed and y* chhs. peace established,

—

Under which surcomstances once obtained I shall

freely lay down y'^ work and service of ye ministry

among you.

"Stephen Buckingham.
"August 12th, 1726."

THE PROPOSAL VOTED TO BE IRREGULAR.

"Sept. 14, 1726. The town according to adjourn-

ment met, at which meeting it was proposed to the

town whether they would call a consociation accord-

ing to foregoing proposall of the Rev. Mr. Bucking-

ham, presented to y'^ town August 12th, 1726.

"By a major vote y° town determines the above s"*

proposal to be irregular, and therefore, by a major

vote, resolves ye above question in the negative."

A COMMITTEE TO TREAT WITH MR. BUCKINGHAM ABOUT
HIS SALARY.

" Dec. 1, 1726. The town determines to have a

committee chosen to treat with the Reverend Mr.

Buckingham, refering to his salary, and the act of the

town upon the same, Feb. 18, 1725-26."

BUILDING A TOWN-HOUSE.*

" Dec. 9th, 1726. The Town determines to have a

house built upon such place as the town by major

vote shall agree to determine, that may well entertain

the town to meet in at their town-meetings, and

others as the town shall or may have occasion from

time to time : and also for the entertainment of a

generall schoole.

" At the same meeting it was put to vote whether

they would build a town-house ' between the meeting-

house and Mr. Street's,' or whether they would ' build

an addition to the upper school-house ;' upon which

18 voted for the former, and 33 for the latter."

MR. BUCKINGHAM'S "FREQUENT VISIT AT YE HOUSE OF
MR. LINES."

"Jan. 25th, 1726-27. The town determines that

something shall be done respecting ye yet remaining

* After the town were shut out of the meeting-house, tliey met gen-

erally in ye " North," or " Upper," school-house.

difficulties about ye Reverend Mr. Stephen Bucking-

ham, in order for the obtaining relief ; and in consid-

eration of ye difficult surcomstances of ye church and
people of this town, by reason of the s"* Gentleman's

frequent visit at ye house of Mr. Lines, with some
other remarkable occurrances, the town have by major

vote agreed that a council of elders and messengers of

this county be called, in order to hear the grievances,

and quiet the uneasiness of the Chh. and peeple

herein.

"At ye same meeting the town made choice of

John Copp, Mr. James Brown, and Mr. Saml. Betts,

committee to represent ye town before s"* council when
convened, and to manage the whole affiiir respecting

y" premises aboves*."t

LAND TO WILTON PARISH.

"At a Proprietors meeting convened in Norwalk,

Feb. 1, 1726-7, the proprietors by major vote grant to

ye Parish of Wilton, Tenn Acres of land, to be layd

out where ye proprietors alow land to be taken up, to

be to ye use of ye Presbiterian or Congregational

ministry among them forever."

PARSONAGE.

"Feb. 12, 1728-29. The Proprietors grant Tenn
Acress of land to be layd out West of ye High way
that leads up from Isaaac Hayes's to Strawberry Hill,

and North of the high way that lead up by Ebenezer

Hyat's lott, towards the said Hayes's, where it can be

most conveniently had, and that not prejudicial! to

any High wayes ; which Tenn acres of land ye said

proprietors grant for the use of a Dissenting Presby-

terian or Congregational minister, that now is or shall

be improved and ordained to that work in ye ancient

and prime society in ye township of Norwalk from

time to come.
" At the same meeting the Proprietors granted to

the Parish of Wilton, five additional acres : six acres

'Westward of Canfield's Hill;' six acres 'about ye

Wolf pits ;' and six acres ' Where it may be most con-

venient about ye White Oak Shade, for ye use and

Improvement' ' of a Dissenting, Presbiterian or Con-

gregationall minister thereabouts Improved and set-

tled in that work, and so from time to time."

GRANT TO CANAAN PARISH.

"April 3, 1732. The Proprietors by major vote

grant to the Inhabitants of Canaan Parish all ye

common land where their meeting house standeth,

and Thirty Rods from the meeting house, that is

common and highway there, so long as they shall

support a meeting house in said place."

GRANT TO THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PROFESSORS.

" Feb. 11, 1733-4. The Proprietors by major vote

grant to such persons in the Town of Norwalk that

t Soon after this date some drew off to the Church of England, and

the First Congregational Society was organized under the style of " The

Prime Ancient Society." The town then ceased to manage the ecclesi-

astical affairs.
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are professors of the Church of England by law estab-

lished, One Kood of land on such part of the plain

before Lt. Lees, as the committee hereafter named and

chosen by sd proprietors shall think most fitting, stake

the same out, for them to build a (Jhurcli u[)on, for ye

worship of God in that way ; and for a burying yard;

to be for yt use forever ; Provided they build a Church

on any part of it.

" Oct. 5, 1750. Nehemiah Mead and Joseph Lock-

wood, Jr., purchased of the Proprietors a small parcel

of land ' Near the Mill Brook, where their Tann fatts

now stand ;' and ' At the same meeting the Proprie-

tors by major vote, grant to ye professors of the Church

of England in Norwalk, seventy one Poles of land ad-

joining to ye aforesaid land, as ye same is staked out

by sd committee ; who are hereby ordered to execute

a deed in proper form and manner for their holding

the same.' A deed of the same is on record in Book
of Deeds from 1753 to 17G2.

" Sept. 25, 1760. A Deed from the Committee of

the proprietors, to the Chh. Wardens of St. Paul's

Church, and the rest of the professors of the Chh.

aforesaid, ' for the use and benefit of a burying yard,

a small piece of common undivided land in sd Nor-

walk, situate and adjoining Northerly and Westerly

of the land formerly granted by sd proprietors unto

sd professors on which sd Chh. is built, in quantity

fifty-eight poles of land,' ' bounded Easterly by high-

way and land belonging to sd professors. Southerly by
sd land of sd professors, and partly by glebe land and
common land. Westerly by sd glebe land, and North-

erly by common land or highway.'

"

DEED FROM THE FOUNDERS OF ST. P.\UL'S PARISH.*

"... Sundry persons, all Professors of ye Chh. of

England, . . . intending the same ... for ye first

Glebe lands to endow sd Certain Parrish Chh. called

St. Pauls, in the township of Norwalk . . . Know ye
that the sd Saml. Cluckston & Ralph Isaacs, John
Belden, Jonathan Camp, ... in great reverence and
regard to the Chh. of England as established by
law, and her excellent Doctrine, service, unity, and
order, preferable to any other upon earth . . . have
founded the Parish Chh. aforesaid . . . and for the

endowment thereof, do by these presents, truly give,

grant ... to ye Society for Propagating the Gospel
in Foreign Parts, a house and tract of land lying

within ye bounds of Norwalk, in ye main street, sd

land contains by estimation about one acre, be ye
same more or less ; and is bounded as followeth, viz,

South and East by highway, North & west by common
land ... in trust ... to say, as soon as there shall

be a rector according to the order of the Chh. of Eng-
land ... ye premises shall be and inure to ye use of

such Rector incumbent and his successors as ye glebe

land of sd Chh. in fee simple forever . . . &c. 25

March, A. Dom.*l747."

Book of Rpcoi-Js from 17-10 to 1747.

GRANTS TO THE PEOFESSOHS OF THE CHUOCn OF EXGLAKD
OF LAND UI'ON STKAWliERKV HILL.

"At a projjrietors' meeting, April <>, 1747, Jtaljih

Isaacs & Saml. Cluckston, who are Church Wardens

& have represented U) this meeting that those of the

I'roprietors of the Church of I^ngland request that

the Proprietors at this meeting would grant ye k'' Pro-

fessors of the Chh. of England, Five Acres of land

. . . at a place culled Strawberry hill ; and this meet-

ing having taken s'' request into consideration
;
being

minded to oblige s"" Professors, Do hereby grant to s**

Church Wardens and the rest of s* Professors said

Five Acres, to be laid out by a committee appointed

for that purpose, for the support of a nussionarj' set-

tled according to y° canons of y" Church of I'^ngland,

from time to time forever.

" June 14, 1748. The Proprietors granted to the

same Two acres and a half, adjoining the above for

the same uses."

MIDDLESEX.

" April 6, 1747. Whereas the Proprietors of Nor-

walk, did by their vote ye 12 Feb. 1728-9, vote and

grant six acres of land South East from the land that

was called Woods-land land. Westward of Canfield's

hill, for ye use & improvement of a dissenting Pres-

byterian or Congregational minister thereabouts im-

proved & settled in the work & so from time to time
;

and there being now a minister settled by some of the

people of Norwalk & Stamford and the people of Five

mile river that have united with ye people of Stamford,

supposing that s'^ land belongs to them for ye support

of s'^ minister, and thereupon a question being put to

this meeting, whether s'' land ought to be improved

by those of ye s'* society that lives in ye bounds of

Norwalk for ye use aforcs'', passed in the affirmative

by a Major vote."

TOWN-HOUSE.

" Dec. 8, 1746. The town agreed and voted to erect

a town-house on ye southerly side of the road near

where the old town-house stood (34 feet long, 24 feet

wide)."
SOLDIERS IN THE FRENCH WAR.

" At a meeting of the Inhabitants of the town of

Norwalk, Nov. 2, 1757.

"Capt. Thomas Benedict is chosen Moderator of s*

meeting.

" At ye same meeting, upon information of 350 Reg-

ulars to be posted in this town for Winter quarters,

towards defraying the charges of the same the Town
by vote grant a Rate of one penny upon pound of all

the rateable estate. . . . The Select men . . . are by
vote appointed to take care of the aforesayd Regu-
lars."

GUARD-HOUSE AND HOSPITAL.

" Feb. 20, 1759. Voted that the Town shall provide

fire wood, &c., for the Guard House and Hospital

;

and the select men for the time being are appointed

to take care of the same, so far as it relates to the

town."
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SAYBROOK PLATFORM.

" One Saybrook Platform given gratis to each min-

ister in this town ; the select men divide the remain-

ing part according to list."

AGAINST RIOTOUS PROCEEDINGS.

" Nov. 12, 1765. Whereas there have been diverse

routs and tumultuous and riotous assemblies of dis-

orderly people in the land, and some in this colony

;

and there are diverse reports of many threatenings of

such further tumults and riotous assemblies, to the

intent of doing mischief to the persons and properties

of diverse people, and especially against some in the

principall places of rule and government; all of which

are contrary to the peace, and to subvert all order and

government ; and whereas the inhabitants of the town

of Norwalk, in general town meeting assembled, tak-

ing these matters into serious consideration, think it

their indispensable duty to bear proper and publick

testimony against such unlawfull proceedings; and

accordingly do declare their utter abhorrence and de-

testation of all such routs, tumults, and riotous assem-

blies, and such alarming threatenings of mischiefs;

and as they think themselves bound in loyalty to the

King, and for the security of the privileges of the

colony, and of the lives and properties of ye subjects,

do hereby further declare, they will use their utmost

endeavor, in all proper and legal ways, to prevent and

suppress all such disorders, so far as appertains to

them to be aiding and assisting therein."

BURYING-GROUND ON MILL HILL.

" Last Monday of Dec. 1767. At the same meeting

the Inhabitants by major vote give and grant all their

right and title to the burying place on Whitney's hill,

so called, to ye inhabitants of the First Society."

MEETING OF POPLAR PLAIN AND NORFIELD CITIZENS.

" Jan. 8, 1776. Whereas, information hath this day

been made to this meeting, that there are numbers of

the inhabitants of this town, living at Poplar Plain

and parts adjacent, have united with numbers of the

inhabitants of Fairfield, living in Norfield Parish and
the Western part of the town of Fairfield adjoining to

this town, and have unwarrantably formed themselves

into a body, and call themselves a committee, and

determined that every person that is in debt shall not

be liable to be sued for the same, nor be liable to pay
any interest on obligations, but be discharged there-

from ; and that justices of the peace shall not sign

any writ, or grant any executions, and the officers

shall not serve either writs or executions ; and have

also in case any creditor shall attempt to sue for his

debt or require interest or obligations, or a justice sign

a writ, or any officer serve the same, they will unitedly

prevent and oppose with all the force and strength

they can procure the same.—This meeting, taking into

consideration the aforesaid matters of information,

and the aforesaid illegal resolves and determinations,

are of opinion that the same have a direct tendency

to set aside all law, and leave us in the hands of a

merciless set of men, and to throw us into confusion

and distraction, and to deprive us of all our valuable

and constitutional rights. We therefore do hereby

vote and agree to use our utmost influence, power, and
strength, to disapprove and to discountenance every

such illegal measure ; and do everything in our power,

unitedly, to aid and assist the authority in suppress-

ing the same in every proper and legal way."

SALTPETRE-WORKS.

" At the same meeting, the select men are directed

to erect Salt Petre works, and carry on the making of

Salt Petre at the expense of the town, agreeable to

the law of this colony ; unless some particular person

or persons shall appear to do the same."

MAGAZINE.

" At the same meeting the selectmen are directed to

erect a magazine to keep the warlike stores belonging

to the town, ' and that on the hill between Mr. Leam-
ing's house and Ebenezer Lockwood's.'

"

COMMITTEE OF INSPECTION.

"May 20, 1776. Whereas, complaint is made to

this meeting by the committee of inspection in this

town, that some inconveniency has arisen on account

of the difficulty of having the major part of said com-

mittee collected on sudden and special occasions,

voted, that any seven of s* committee shall have

power to act in said capacity on any sudden and

special occasion."

DONALD MoAULEY'S SALT.

"Oct. 14, 1776. Whereas there has been great un-

easiness among the inhabitants, with respect to the

great rise of salt ; and there being a large quantity in

the possession of Donald McAuley of this place, which

the inhabitants of this town are necessitated to have

for their use at some price ; the said Donald McAuley
therefore came into this meeting, and agreed with the

inhabitants, that he would not ask them more than

twelve shillings, lawful money, per bushel, out of the

said quantity, for their own consumption ; and if the

market price shall be less, any time hereafter, he will

accept of the same. Upon which the inhabitants

consent that any one person may purchase salt of

him accordingly."

RECORDS OF MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS
DOWN TO THE YEAR 1700.

The following records are from Hall's " History of

Norwalk :"

" Thos. Seamer, the Sonne of Rich'd Seamer, of

Norwake, tooke to wiffe, Hannaih Marvin, the daugh-

ter of Math. Marvin of the same, January, 1653.*

* " The following items concerning the family of Matthew Marvin, I

have received from T. K. Marvin, of Boston, from a record of the names

of persons iierniitted to embarlc at the port of London after Christmas,

1C34, contained in a MS. folio, at the Augmentation otHce (so called)

Under the date of 15th April, 1C34, is the following entry :
' Theis parties,

hereafter expressed, are to be transported to New England, imbarlced in

the Increase, Robeit Lea, Master, having taken the oath of allegiance
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"Hannaih Seamer, the Daughter of ThoH. Seamer,

borne the 12th of Descmbor, 1G54.

" Abigail Seamer, the Daughter of ThoH. Seamer,

borne in January, 1655.

" Mary Seamer, and Sarah Seamer, beinge twinns,

daughters of Thos. Seamer, borne in the month of

September, 1658.

"Thos. Seamer, the sonne of Thos. Seamer, borne

in September, 1660.

" John Bowten of Norwake, tooke to wiffe Abigail

Marvin, the daughter of Math. Marvin, senr. of the

same, January the 1st, 1656.*

and supremacy, as also being conformable, &c., whereof they brought

testimony per certif. from the justices and ministers where their abodes

have lately been. The following names are included in said list:

"husbandman, Matthew Marvyn, Ago35yr8.

" Uxor, Elizabeth Marvyn, 31

" Elizabeth Marvyn, 31

" Matthew Marvyn, 8

" Marie Marvyn, 0

" Sara Marvyn, 3

"Ilanna Marvyn,

"Eeinold Marvin, who removed to Snybrook in 1039, and his brother,

Matthew Marvin, were among tbo original sottlers of Hartford, Conn.

Matthew represented the town of Nor^.-Hc in the General Court in 1(154.

" The children of Matt. Marvin, Sr., were as follows

:

"1. Matthew, born in England, about 1027.

" 2 Mary born in Ena'''""^' about 1029, married to Richard Bushnell,

of Saybrook- " •

„... oarah, born in England about 1032, married to William Goodridge,

of Weathersfield, 1648.

"4. Hannah, born in England about 1034, married to Thomas Sey-

mour, of Norvvalk, January, 1053.

"5. Abigail, born at Hartford, Conn., married John Bouton, of Nor-

walk, January, 1G5G.

" 0. Samuel, born at Hartford, February, 1047-48.

" 7. Kachel, born at Hartford, ' close of 1049.'

"

* " The name of John Bouton appears on p. 17 as among the first set-

tlers of NorwalK. At what time he came to this country the family have
no record. He was a Frencri rroiesLmii, ana ii io oui.i tliere are many of

the same name still living in France and Germany, and that a fjroxt

similaiity exists between the families there and liere. He had five chil-

dren after his marriage as hero recorded,—viz., John, Matthew, R.ichel,

•^;igail, and Mary. He must also have had children by a previous mar-
"\).

son John had two children, Jakin and Joseph, and pei'haps more,
althoug, ritheis appear on the record.
"His gHnds^n, Jakin, had two children by his first wife, Joseph and

Sarah
;
and his second wife, two sons, Esaias and Moses, and seven or

eight daughters.

"Joseph, his grcjxt-grancon, married Susannah Raymond, Aug. 25,
1748, daugliter of Joslma Kaj,nond, and bad eleven children, six sons
and five daughters. The sons wen William, Joshua, Joseph, Seth, Ira, and
Aaron. The daughters were Reb^okali, Betty, Nancy, Susannah, and
Deborah. He was an officer in the vxpedition sent against the French
Provinces in 1768-59, and kept a jour-al of the service, which was un-
fortunately .lost in pulling down the oil family mansion, a few yeara
since, which" stood on tlie spot where Deacoi John Bouton, liis grandson
now resides.

"William, the son of Joseph, the fifth descenclant from the first John,
was married to Sarah Benedict, Feb. 15, 1709, by «l,oni he had fourteen
children,—viz., Isaac (who died), Isaac, William, Botty, Esther, Sally,
Clara, Seth, Joseph, Susannah, John, Mary, Ann, and Natlianiol.
"Joseph, the son of Joseph, was killed at Red Hook ii\ the Revolu-

tionary war, Seth, his brother, w.as killed by falling from a tree.
Joshua listed in the army at the ago of fourteen, as a drummer, was
taken prisoner, and kept on board a man-of-war till the peace, and ar-
rived homo just in time to see bis father before he died. Ho afterwards
followed the sea, and was a skillful and able captain.

" The descendants of the fourteen children of William are very \\\\-

merous.—Oummiinicnterf hy S. IK Benedlcl."

"John Bowten, the «onne of John Bowten, borne

the last day of Sej)temb('r, 165!i.

"Matthew Bowten, the wmw. of John Bowten,

borne the 24tli of Desemljcr, 1661.

"Mstr Tiiomas Handforde, pastor to the church of

Norwake, tooke to wiffe the widow Mary ;

married unto his sayed wiffe at Newe Haven, October

the 22th, 1661.

"Theophilus Handforde, sonne of mstr Tho. Hand-

forde, born in July, the 2!)th, 1662.

"John Haite tooke to wiffe, Mary Lindall, the

daughter of Henry Lindall, deacon of the church of

Newe Haven, late deceased, the 14th of September,

1666.

" John Haite, the sonne of John Haite, borne the

21st of June, 1669.

" Ephraim Lockwoode tooke to wiffe Morcie Sen-

tion, daughter of Mathias Sention, sen. of Norwake,

the 8th of June, 1665.

" JohnXockwoode, sonne of Ephraim Lockwoode,

born tlie 19th of March, 1665, 66.

" Daniell Lockwoode, sonne of Ephraim Lock-

woode, born the 13th of August, 1668.

"John Raiment, tooke to wiffe Mary Betts, the

daughter of Thos. Betts of Norwake, the 10th of De-

sember, 1664.

" John Raiment, sonne of John Raiment, borne the

9th of September, 1665.

" Sarah Lockwoode, the daughter of Ephraim Lock-

wood, boi-ne the 3th of Nouvember, 1670.

"John Piatt, the sonne of John Piatt, borne in

June, 1664.

" Josiah Piatt, the sonne of John Piatt, borne the

28th of Desember, 1667.

" Samuell Piatt, the sonne of John Piatt, borne the

26th of January, 1670.

" Thos. Taylor tooke to wiffe Rebechah Kettoham,

the daughter of Edwd Kettcham late of Strattforde,

deceased. The sayd Thos. was married unto the

sayed Rebechah the 14th of ffebruary. Anno 1677.

" Thomas Taylor, the sonne of Thos. Taylor, borne

the 26th of November, Anno 1668."

THOS. BENEDICT'S CHILDREN".

"Mary Benidict, the Daughter of Thos. Benidict,

Junr., borne the 4th of Desember, Anno 1666.

" Tho. Benidict the sonne of Tho. Benidict, Junr.,

borne the 5th of Desember, Anno 1670.t

t " Thos. Benedict, Sr., wi\s born in England in ICIT, and came to New
England at the ago of twenty-one, and settled in the Massiichusetts Bay.

Ho afterwards removed to SouthhoM, L. I. ; tlience to Huntington, and

thenco to Jamaica, from whence he removed to Xorwalk in lOivl. He
had nine children,—viz. : Thomas, John, Samuel. James, Daniel, Betty,

Mary, Sarah, and Kebockah, all of whom removiii with him to Xorwalk.

"His son Thomas hatl six cliildren; his son .Tohn had nine; Samuel

had seven, James seven, Daniel fo\ir, Betty (married to John Slauson, of

Stamford), two, Mary (nuirried to John Olmsted, of Xo^walk^, ten, Sai-ah

(married to James Beebe, of Stratford), two; Rebeckah was married to

Doctor Samuel Wood, but we have no ixH-onI of her children
;
m.'iking

tho number of grandchildren of the s;iid Thomas Benedict, Sr., forty-

seven, exclusive of the children of his daughter Robeckali."
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" Deborah Taylor, the daughter of Thomas Taylor,

borne in June, 1671.

" Christopher Comestocke tooke to wifFe Hannah
Piatt, the daughter of Richard Piatt of Milford, and

was married October the 6th, 1663."

CHRISTOPHER COJIESTOCKE'S CHILDREN.

"Daniel Comestocke, the sonne of Christopher

Comestocke, borne the 21th of July, Anno 1 664.

"Hannaih Comestocke, the daughter of Christo-

pher Comestocke, borne the 15th of July, Anno 1666.

" Abigail Comestocke, the daughter of Christopher

Comestocke, borne the 27th of January, Anno 1669.

" Mary Comestocke, the daughter of Christopher

Comestocke, borne the 19th of February, Anno 1671.

" Samuel Haite, the sonne of John Haite, borne

the 17th of October, Anno 1670.

"John Benidict, Junior, tooke to wiffe, Phebe

Griggorie, the daughter of John Griggorie, and was

married the 11th of November, Anno 1670.

"Phebe Benidict, the daughter of John Beni-

dict, Junior, was borne the 21th of September, Anno

1673.
" John Olmested tooke to wiiFe Mary Benidict the

daughter of Thomas Benidict, and was married the

17th of July, Anno 1673.

" James Pickitt, tooke to wiffe Rebecca Keeiler, the

daughter of Ralph Keeiler, late of Norwake, and was

married the 17th of July, Anno 1673.

"James Sention tooke to wiffe Rebecka Pickett,

the daughter of John Pickett, of Stratford, and was

married the last day of Desember, Anno 1673.

" Samuel Raimont the sonne of John Raimont born

the 7th of July, Anno 1673.

"Rachell Bowten, the daughter of John Bowten,

borne the 15th of Desember, Anno 1667.

" Abigail Bowten, the daughter of John Bowten,

borne the 1st of April, Anno 1670.

"Mary Bowten, the daughter of John Bowten,

borne the 26th of May, Anno 1671.

" John Taylor, the sonne of Thomas Taylor, borne

in the mounth desember, Anno 1673.

"Joseph Taylor, the sonne of Thomas Taylor,

borne in the mounth of Desember.
" Mary Griggorie the daughter of Jakin Griggorie,

borne the 5th of Desember, Anno 1669.

"John Griggorie the sonne of Jakin Griggorie,

borne the twentie fifth of January, Anno 1670.

" Thomas Griggorie the sonne of Jakin Griggorie,

borne the 17th of January, Anno 1672.

" Robert Stewart tooke to wiffe Bethia Rumball the

daughter of Thomas Rumball, of Stratford, and was

married the 12th of June, Anno 1661.

" James Stewart the sonne of Robert Stewart, borne

the 19th of March, Anno, 1662, 63.

" Abigail Stewart, the daughter of Robert Stewart,

borne in August, the middle mounth. Anno 1666.

" John Stewart, the sonne of Robert Stewart, borne

the 18th of March, Anno 1868, 69,

" Deborah Stewart, the daughter of Robert Stewart,

borne in May, 1669.

" Elissabeth Stewart, the daughter of Robert

Stewart, borne in the latter ende of September, Anno
1671.

" Phebe Stewart, the daughter of Robert Stewart,

borne the middle of ffebruary. Anno 1673.

" Joseph Piatt the sonne of John Piatt borne the

Seventeenth of February, Anno 1672.

" Elissabeth Griggorie the daughter of John Grig-

gorie, Junior, borne in January, Anno 1665.

" Sarah Griggorie the daughter of John Griggorie,

Junior, borne in Desember, Anno 1667.

" Jonathan Griggorie the sonne of John Griggorie,

Junior, borne in June, Anno 1671.

"Abigail Griggorie, the daughter of John Grig-

gorie, junior, borne in June, Anno 1672.

"Mary Handford, the daughter of Mstr Thos.

Handford, borne the thirtieth of November, Anno
1663.

"Hannah Hanford, the daughter of Mstr Thos.

Hanford, borne the twentie eighth of June, Anno
1665.

" Elissabeth Hanford, the daughter of Mstr Thos.

Hanford, borne the ninth of January, Anno 1666.
" Thomas Hanford, the sonne of Mstr Thos. Han-

ford, borne the eighteenth of July, Anno ir^fig,

" Eleazer Hanford, the sonne of Mstr Thos. ii^..

ford, borne the fifteenth of September, Anno 1670.

" Elnathan Hanford, the sonne of Mstr Thos. Han-

ford, borne the leaventh of October, Anno 1672.

"Samuell Hanford, the sonne of mstr Thos. Han-

ford, borne the
" Judah Griggorie tooke to wiffe Hannah Haite. the

dauf>-hter of Waltar Hnifp of Norw.ake, and was mar-

ried, October the twentieth. Anno 1664.

" Hannah Griggorie, the daughter of Judah Grig-

gorie, was borne the twentie fowrth of September

Anno 1665.
" John Griggorie, the sonne of Judah Grigy^^e,

was borne the 17th of March, Anno 1668.

"Percie Griggorie, the daughter of JufJ^ili Crig-

gorie, was borne the eleventh of flebruary. Anno

1671.

"DanniellKellogge tooke tc wiffe Bridgett Bowten,

the daughter of John Bovien, and was married at

Norwake, Anno 1665.
'

"Sarah Kellogge, th^' daughter of Danniell Kel-

logge, was borne in ffebruary. Anno 1665, 6.

"Mary Kellogge, the daughter of Danniell Kel-

logge, was borne in February, Anno 1662.

"Rachell Kellogge, the daughter of Danniell Kel-

logge, was borne in ffebruary. Anno 1663.

"Elissabeth Kellogge, the daughter of Danniell

Kellogge, was borne in Auguste, Anno 1666.

"Thomas Haite, the sonne of John Haite, borne

the fifth of January, Anno Domine sixe hundred

seaventie foure.

"Mary Haite, the daughter of John Haite, borne
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the first of September, Anno Domine, sixe hundred

and seaventie seaven.

"James Benidictc 'tooke to wiffo Sarah Gregorie,

the daughter of Jolui Gregoric, Sen., of Norwake,

and was married tlie tennth of May, Anno KHCt.

"Sarah Benidicte, the daughter of James Benidict,

borne the seventli sixe of June, Anno 1(>77.

" Hannaih Benedict, the daughter of Thos. Benidiet,

Jun., borne the eighth of January, Anno Domi. 1676.

"John Benidict, the sonne of John Benidicte,

borne the third of March, Anno 1675, 76.

" Johannah Benidicte, the daughter of Samuell

Benedicte, borne the twentie second day of October,

Anno 1673.

"Samuell Benidicte, the sonne of Samuell Beni-

dicte, borne the fifth of March, Anno 1674, 75.

"Sarah Piatt, the daughter of John Piatt, borne

the one-and-twentieth of May, in Anno one thous'd

sixe hundred seaventie eight.

"Thomas Hyatt tooke to wiffe Mary Sention, the

daughter of Mathias Sention, of Norwake, and was

married about the 10th of November, 1677.

" Rebeckah Hyatt, the daughter of Thomas Hyatt,

borne in the beginninge of October, Anno 1678.

" Ffrancis Bushnell tooke to wiffe Hannah Seamer,

daughter of Tho. Seamer, of Norwalke, and was mar-

ried the 12th of October, 1675.

" Hannah Bushnell, the daughter of Ffrancis Bush-

nell, borne the 22th of Augst, Anno. Domie, 1676.

"Mary Bushnell, the daughter of Ffrancis Bush-

nell, borne the 21th of Desember, Anno. Domi. 1679.

"John Crampton tooke to wiffe Sarah Rockewell,

the daughter of John Rockewell, of Stamford, and

was married the 8th of October, 1676.

"Sarah Crampton, the daughter of John Crampton,

borne the 10th of September, 1679.

" Elissabeth Webb, the widow of Ritchard Webb,
formerly of Norwalke, deceased the twenty fowreth

of January, 1680.

" Benjamin Skrivener tooke to wiffe Hannah Cramp-
ton, the daughter of John Crampton, of Norwalke,

and was married the 5th of March, 1679, 80.

" Thos. Skrivener, the sonne of Benjamin Skrivener,

borne the thirtie one of March, one thousand sixe

hundred and eighty-one.

" Elizabeth Comstocke, borne the 7th of October,

one thousand sixe hundred and seventie foure.

" Mercie Comstocke, the daughter of Christe. Com-
stocke, borne the twelfth of November, one thousand

sixe hundred seaventie sixe.

" Samuell Comstocke, the sonne of Christe. Com-
stocke, borne the sixe of February, one thowsand sixe

hundred seaventie-nine.

" Ephraim Lockwood, the sonne of Ephraim Lock-

wood, borne the first of May, one thowsand sixe hun-

dred and seaventie three.

" Joseph Lockwood, the sonne of Epliraim Lock-

wood, borne the first of Aprill, one thowsand sixe

hundred eightie.

" John ffitch, the sonne of Tho' flitch, Sen., tooke

to wiffe Rcbeckali Lindall, the daughter of Deacon

Lindall, formerly of Newe Haven, and was married

the third of December, one thowsand sixe hundred

seventie fower.

"John ffiLch, tlie sonne of John ffitcli, was borne

the twentie nine of September, one thowsand bix hun-

dred seaventie seven.

"Rebeckah ffitch, the daughter of John ffitch, wa«

borne the fifteenth day of January, 1679.

"John Whitney, tlie sonne of John Whitney, was

])ornc the 12th of March, 1676, 77.

" Joseph Whitney, the sonne of John Whitney, was

borne the first of March, 1678.

" Plenry Whitney, the sonne of John Whitney,

was borne the 21th of ffebruary, 1680.

"John Keeiler, the sonne of Ralph Kceiler, for-

merly of Norwalke deceased, tooke to wifii; Ilittabell

Rockewell, the daughter of John Rockewell, formerly

of Stamford, and was married the 18th of June, 1679.

" Elissabeth Keeiler, the daughter of John Keeiler,

was borne the 19th of March, 1678.

" Joseph Ketchum tooke to wiffe Mercy Lindall,

the daughter of Deacon Lindall, formerly of Newe
Haven, and was married the 3th of Aprill, 1679.

" Sarah Ketchum, the daughter of Joseph Ketchum,

was borne the 19th of ffebruary, 1681.

" Nathaniel Ketchum, the sonne of Joseph Ketch-

um, was born the 23th of January, 1679.

" Deborah Haite, the daughter of John Haite, was

borne the 28 of Desember, 1679.

" Josiah Gregorie, the sonne of Judah Grcgorie was

borne the 13th of July, 1679.

" Benjamin Gregorie, the sonne of Judah Gregorie,

borne the 26 of March, 1682.

" Abigail Crampton, the daughter of John Cramp-

ton, borne the 9th of August, 1681.

" Samuel Sension, of Norwalk, deceased, and dyed

the 14th of January, 1684.

" Sarah Sension, the daughter of Samuell Sensiou,

deceased and dyed the 5th of January, 1685.

"Abigail Comstock, the daughter of Christopher

Comstock, deceased and dyed the 9th of fVchruary, in

the yeere 1689.

"Sarah Sturdivant, the daughter of William Stur-

divant, born the 9th of Aprill, 167S.

" John Sturdivant, the sonn of William Sturdivant,

borne the 20th of July, 1676.

" Daniel Comstock, the son of Christopher Com-
stock, tooke to wife Elissabeth Wheeler, tho daughter

of John Wheeler, of Ffairfield, at the Black Rock, the

13th of June, in the yeere 1692.

" Jonathan- Abbitt, the sonn of Jonathan Abbitt,

borne the 6th of April, in the yeere 1697.

" Samuell Benedickc tooke to wiffe Rebeckah An-

drews, the daughter of Thos. Andrews, formerly of

Faierfield, and was married the 7th of July, 167S.

" Thos. Benydicke, the sonne of Samuell Benydieko,

borne the 27th of March, Anno 1689.
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" Abraham Benydike, the sonne of Samuell Beny-

dicke, born the twentieth-one of June, Anno 1681.

"Thomas Gregorie tooke to wiffe Elissabeth Par-

die, the daughter of George Pardie, of Newe Haven,

and was married the twenty-five of Desember, Anno
1679.

" Martha Gregorie, the daughter of Thos. Gregorie,

born the thirtee one day of Aprill, Anno 1680.

" Samuell Gregorie, the sonne of Jackin Gregorie,

born the 10th of March, one thousand sixe hundred

seaventie five, seaventie sixe.

" Sarah Gregorie, the daughter of Jackin Gregorie,

born the 15th of September, 1678.

"Matthew Gregorie, the sonne of Jackin Gregorie,

borne the 17th of Desember, 1680.

" Jackin Gregorie, the sonne of Jackin Gregorie,

borne the 10th of May, 1682.

"Sarah Haies, the daughter ofSamuell Haies, borne

the 19th of September, 1673.

" Isake Haies, the sonne of Samuell Haies, was

borne the 27 of August, Anno 1682.

" James Jupp took to wife Anie Hickens, the

daughter of Tho. Hickens, formerly of Stamford, de-

ceased, and was married the 2th of January, 1682.

" John Keeiler, the sonne of John Keeiler, born the

26th of Desember, 1682.

" John Crampton, the sonne of John Crampton, was
born the 7th of January, 1682.

" Samuell Keeiler, the sonne of Ralph Keeiler, for-

merly of Norwalke, deceased, tooke to wiffe Sarah

Sention, the daughter of Marke Sention, and was mar-

ried the 10th of March, Anno 1681, 82.

" Nathaniel flitch, the sonne of John ffitch, borne

the sixth of Nov., 1682.

" Thomas Barnam, the sonne of Thos. Barnam, born

the 9th of July, 1663.

" John Barnam, the sonne ofThomas Barnam, borne

the 24th of ff^ebruary, 1677.

" Hannah Barnam, the daughter of Thos. Barnam,

borne the 4th of October, Anno 1680.

" Ebbinezer Barnam, the daughter of Thos. Bar-

nam, borne the 29th of May, 1682.

" James Beebe tooke to wiffe Sarah Benydicke,

the daughter of Ths. Benydicke, Sen., of Norwalke,

and was married the 19th of Desember, 1679.

" Sarah Beebe, the daughter of James Beebe, was

borne the 13th of November, 1680.

" Elissabeth Sention, the daughter of Marke Sen-

tion, borne the 6th of Desember, 1656.

"Sarah Sention, the daughter of Marke Sention,

borne the 18th of January, 1659.

" Danniell Kellogge, the sonne of Danniell Kel-

logge, was borne the seaventh of May, Anno 1671.

"Samuell Kellogge, the sonne of Danniell Kel-

logge, was borne the latter end of ffebruary, Anno
1673.

" Samuell Sention tooke to wiffe Elissabeth Haite,

the daughter of Walter Haite, and was married in

September, 1663.

" Sarah Sention, the daughter of Samuel Sention,

borne in January, Anno 1664.

" Thos. Sention, the sonne of Sam'll Sention, borne

in October, 1666.

" Elissabeth Sention, the daughter of Sam'l Sention,

borne in Aprill, Anno 1673.

" Joseph Griggorie, the sonne of Judah Griggorie,

borne the sixteenth of July, Anno 1674.

" James Pickett, the sonne of Jame^ Pickett, borne

the seaventh of May, Anno 1674.

" Hannaih Piatt, the daughter of John Piatt, borne

the 15th of Desember, Anno 1674. I say the fifteenth

of Desember, Anno 1674.

" John Whitney tooke to wife Elissabeth Smith, the

daughter of Richard Smith, and was married the 17th

of March, 1674, 75.

" Eliphalett Lockwoode, the sonne of Ephraim Lock-
woode, borne the twentie seaven of ffebruary, 1675.

" Abigail Haite, the daughter of Zerrubabell Haite,

borne the second day of ffebruary, Anno 1675.

" Mercie Seamer, the daughter of Thos. Seamer,

borne in November, one thowsand sixe hundr'd sixtie

sixe.

" Mathewe Seamer, the sonne of Thos. Seamer,

borne in May, one thowsande sixe hundred sixtie nine.

" Elissabeth Seamer, the daughter of Thos. Seamer,

borne in Desember, 1000 sixe hundrede seaventie

three.

"Rebecka Seamer, the daughter of Thos. Seamer,

borne in January, 1000 sixe hundrede seaventie five.

" Liddia Griggorie, the daughter of Judah Grig-

gorie, borne the ninth of January, one thowsand sixe

hundred seaventie sixe.

" Mary Griggorie, the daughter of John Griggorie,

Junr., borne in Desember, 1674.

" John Piatt, Jun'r., of the towne of Norwalke,

tooke to wife and was married unto Sarah Lockwood,

the daughter of Ephraim Lockwood, of Norwalk, in

May, in the yeare of our Lord one thousand six hun-

dred and ninety-five.

" Sarah Piatt, the daughter of John Piatt, Jr., Ju-

nior, was borne on the thirtieth day of March, 1697.

" Elisabeth Piatt, the daughter of John Piatt, Jr.,

was borne on the eleaventh day of June, in the yeare

of our Lord one thousand six hundred and ninety-

nine.

" John Piatt, the sonn of John, borne the 2d day

of Aprill, in the year of our Lord 1702.

" Abigail Piatt, the daughter of John Piatt, born

the 12th day of Feb., 1707-8.

" Elisabeth Raymond, the daughter of Serjnt. John
Raymond, born the two and twentieth day of August,

in the yeare of our Lord 1697.

" Hannah Raymond, the daughter of the abovesayd

Serjnt. John Raymond, was born the two and twen-

tieth day of July, in the yeare of our Lord 1700.

" John Raymond, Jr., took to wife and was mar-

ried unto Elisabeth Sension, the daughter of Samuell

Sension, on the 7th day of March, 1690.
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" John Eaymond, son of the above, born May 19,

1693.

"James Olmsted, son of James, born Murcli 10,

1676-7.

"Samuel Olmsted, son of James, born May 13,

1683.

" John Olmsted, son of James, born Aug. 14, 1692.

"Nathan Olmsted, born April 27, 1678, married

Sarah Keeler, daughter of Ralph Keeler, Dec. 7,

1702.

" Edmund Wareing took to wife Elizabeth Bouton,

ye daughter of Serjeant John Bouton, of Norwalk,

Oct. 6, 1698.

" Edmund Wareing, son of Edmund Wareing, born

Sept. 16, 1700.

" Isaac Wareing, born Jan. 13, 1702.

" John Wareing, born Dec. 21, 1704.

" Solomon Wareing, born April 24, 1707.

"Mary Wareing, born Dec. 22, 1708.

"Nathan Wareing, born Feb. 6, 1710-11.

" Jacob Wareing, born Jan. 15, 1712-13.

"Michael Wareing, born July 16, 1715.

" Eliakim Wareing, born July 8, 1717.

" Elisabeth Wareing, born March 8, 1719-20.

"Abigail Wareing, born April 19, 1723.

" (The above) born 'in Oyster Bay, in Queen's vil-

lage.'

" In Norwalk, Hannah Wareing, ye daugh'r of s'd

Edm. Wareing, born Sept. 7, 1725."

CHAPTER LIII.

NOKWALK (Continued).

MISCELLANEOUS.

The South Norwalk Savings-Bank—Tlie Fairfield County Savings-Bank

—Tlie Fairfield County National Bank—First National Bank, Soutli

Norwalk—Old Well Lodge, No. 108, F. and A. M.—Butler Lodge, No. 97,

I. 0. 0, F.—Fairfield Fire Insurance Coniiiany—The South Norwalk
Sentinel—The City of Norwalk—Organization—Fii-st Offioei-s— Officers

from Organization to Present Time—Bciiresentativcs—Description.

THE SOUTH NORWALK SAVINGS-BANK.

This bank was incorporated in May, 1860, as the

"Mechanics' Savings Society of South Norwalk." It

was changed to its present name in 1869.

The first board of managers were D. K. Nash, A.

E. Beard, C. F. ToUes, Eben Hill, J. A. AVeed, T. L.

Peek, C. B. White, F. H. Nash, F. Belden, L. Dibble,

D. Hatch, L. H. Moore, M. B. Pardee, T. B. Griffith,

George Seymour, H. H. Elwell, Alfred Knapp, Wil-
liam H. Benedict, H. M. Prowitt.

The first officers were: President, D. K. Nash ; Vice-

President, A. E. Beard
;
Secretary and Treasurer, C.

F. ToUes. The present officei-s are as follows : Presi-

dent, Dudley P. Ely; Vice-President, Alden Solmans;
Secretary and Treasurer, Johu H. Knapp

;
Managci-s,

Dudley P. Ely, Alden Solmans, John H. Knapp, F.

H. Nash, William H. Benedict, Burr Knapp, Edwin
Adams, Henry I. Smith, Oliver W. Weed.

The first deposit was made Aug. 27, 1800, by .John

Fairweather; amount, twenty-five dollars. Tlie de-

posits, May 5, 1880, are SI 5 1,61 0.89.

D. K. Nash continued president from organization

till July, 1860; William H. Jienedict wa.s then elected

president, and so continued to Feb. 1, 1877, when
Dudley P. Ely was elected, and has continuefJ till

l^resent time.

THE FAIRFIELK COUNTY SA VIN(JS-IJAXK.

This bank was organized Aug. 21, 1874. The first

board of directors were William K. .James, Samuel

Lynes, M.D., Edward Merrill, Alfred H. Camp,
Thomas H. Morison, Martin S. Craw, .Josej>h W.
Hubbell, Winfield S. Moody, Sherman Morehouse.

The first officers were President, William K. James;
Vice-President, Samuel Lynes, M.D.

;
Secretary and

Treasurer, Charles II. Street. The present officers are

as follows : President, Winfield S. Moody ; Vice-Presi-

dent, Martin S. Craw; Secretary and Treasurer, Lester

S. Cole. The present board of directors are Winfield

S. Moody, Martin S. Craw, Joseph W. Hubbell, Ed-

ward Merrill, Alfred H. Camp, Edward H. Nash, El-

bert Curtis, Sherman Morehouse, Charles E. St. John.

The first deposit was made Oct. 1, 1874; amount,

one dollar. Deposits present time, $295,000.

THE FAIRFIELD COUNTY NATIONAL BANK.

Tliis bank was organized July 26, 1824, with the

following officers and directors : President, Henry
Belden

;
Cashier, John J. Barnard

;
Directors, Henry

Belden, Moses Gregory, Ebenezer Jcssup, W. J.

Street, Wm. St. John, Clark Bissell, David Holly

;

Directors branch of the bank at Danburv : Samuel
Tweedy, Zalmon Wildman, David Foote, Friend

Starr, Daniel Comstock, William Hawly, William

Meeker.

Presidents and cashiers from organization to present

time. Presidents : 1st, Henry Belden
;

2d, Clark

Bissell; 3d, A. E. Beard; 4th, Charles Isaacs; 5th.

F. St. John Lockwood. Cashiers : 1st, John J. Bar-

nard; 2d, E. M. Morgan
;
3d, Henry T. Morgan

; 4th,

Thomas Warner, Jr.
;
5th, John A. Morehead

;
6th,

George E. Miller
;
7th, Charles H. Street

;
Sth, Lester

S. Cole.

Present board of directors and officers : President,

F. St. John Lockwood
;
Vice-President, Joseph W.

Hubbell
;
Cashier, Lester S. Cole ; Directors, F. St.

John Lockwood, Joseph W. Hubbell, Wm. S. Lock-

wood, Eli B. Bennett, Wm. B. E. Lockwood, Lewis

J. Curtis, Charles E. St. John, John H. Perry.

Capital, $3D0,000
;
surplus, $58,000.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF SOUTH NORWALK.

This bank was organized Sept. 1. 1864. Tlie first

directors were Algernon E. Beard. Loprelette H.
Moore, Winfield S. Hanford, Chester F. Tolle*. Wm.
H. Ferris, Frederic Dinion, Lorenzo Dibble, Tall-
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madge Baker, and Jonah J. Millard. The first offi-

cers were President, L. H. Moore
;
Cashier, J. J. Mil-

lard. Dudley P. Ely was chosen president in April,

1865, and has held the office to the present time.

Jonah J. Millard was chosen cashier at the time of

the organization of the bank, and has held the office

since. The present directors are Dudley P. Ely, An-

drew J. Crofut, Winfield S. Hanford, Edward K.

Lockwood, Alden Solmans, Edward Scofield, and

John Dingee.

The bank has always paid eight per cent, per

annum on its capital stock, in semi-annual dividends.

Capital stock, $200,000; present surplus (April,

1880), $43,000.

OLD WELL LODGE, Ko. lOS, F. AND A. M.

This lodge Avas instituted in September, 1869, but

worked under a dispensation in 1868. The following

were its
.
charter members : Theodore Wilcox, M.

;

Samuel Comstock (2d), S.W. ; Frederick A. Kayser,

J. W. ; Chester F. Tolles, Treas. ; William S. Knapp,

Sec; George W. Knight, S. D.; William B. Reed,

J. D. The following is a list of the Masters of the

lodge from 1868 to the present time: Samuel Com-
stock (2d), George W. Knight, Robert M. Wilcox,

William H. Raymond, Thaddeus Guyer.

The present officers are as follows : Thaddeus Guyer,

Master
;
George W. Smith, S. W. ; Nathaniel Bouton,

J. W. ; Walter C. Quintard, Treas. ; Robert M. Wil-

cox, P. M., Sec. ; James M. Warden, S. D. ; John W.
Bogardus, J. D. ; R. E. Kinney, Sen. Stew.

;
Royal L.

Comstock, Jun. Stew. ; William Goodwin, Tyler. The

lodge is now in a prosperous condition, and has a

membership of one hundred and forty-four.

BUTLER LODGE, No. 97, I. 0. 0. P.

This lodge was organized Sept. 23, 1875, with the

following charter members : S. G. Brinton, L. E. Den-

nis, C. S. Diver, Thomas F. Wilson, F. P. Stabell.

First officers: S. G. Brinton, N. G.; Thomas F. Wil-

son, V. G. ; L. E. Dennis, R. S. ; C. S. Diver, P. S.

;

F. P. Stabell, Treas. Noble Grands from organiza-

tion to the i^resent time : S. G. Brinton, L. E. Den-

nis, H. S. Rood, William Russell, William H. Saun-

ders, William H. Duncan, John W. Mains, John H.

Batterson, Louis J. Blake.

The present officers are Louis J. Blake, N. G.

;

Abram H. McChesney, V. G. ; Franklin A. Smith,

Rec. Sec.
;
Henry Philipson, P. Sec. ; William H.

Duncan, Treas. Present number of members, one

hundred and eight. There have been one expelled,

sixteen suspended, three died, and two reinstated.

FAIRFIELD FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

was organized in South Norwalk in 1889, under the

name of Fairfield County Fire Insurance Company,

which was changed in 1874 by act of Legislature to

its present title. The company has a full paid-up

cash capital of two hundred thousand dollars, and

has now and has had many of the leading capitalists

of the town as its directors. It paid heavy loss claims

by the Chicago fire of 1871, and contributed seventy-

five thousand dollars on its policies to the great Boston

calamity of the year following.

This company commenced paying dividends in

1872, and up to January, 1880, had paid eighty-two

per cent, upon its capital stock in dividends to the
*

stockholders.

E. A. Woodward, of South Norwalk, was first

president of the company. Henry R. Treadwell, of

Westport, was next, and W. S. Hanford has filled the

presidential chair since July, 1872. The present

directors are W. S. Hanford, F. W. Bruggerhof, H.

R. Treadwell, L. IngersoU, Tallmadge Baker, L. H.
Biglow, John H. Knapp, H. E. Bowers, Alden Sol-

mans, A. Bleakley, D. P. Ely, Winfield S. Moody,

William W. Watson.

Pi'esent officers : President, W. S. Hanford ; Vice-

President, Tallmadge Baker
;
Secretary, H. R. Turner

;

Assistant Secretary, A. L. Frisby.

THE SOUTH NORWALK SENTINEL

was established Nov. 17, 1870, by E. A. Horton, who
was also the founder of the Derby Transcript. The
paper had run but a short time under Mr. Horton's

sole proprietorshii) when a joint-stock company was

organized under the firm-name of the " South Nor-

walk Printing Company," with D. P. Ely for presi-

dent, and Mr. Horton as manager and superintend-

ent.

The paper was subsequently edited by C. V. Arnold,

and later by H. E. Wing. He was succeeded by Rev.

H. N. Durney, pastor of the Congregational Church,

who contributed the editorials up to the time when
the joint-stock company was dissolved and the con-

cern purchased by E. A. Horton and James Golden,

the latter from New York City.

Up to this time the paper had not paid its expenses,

but had lost money, and was almost bankrupt. This

change was made in February, 1873, and with it came

a change in the fortunes of the paper. Horton &
Golden ran it a little over a year, when Mr. Horton

retired, and R. H. Golden, a brother of James, took

his interest. The firm then became Golden Brothers,

and its business was successfully conducted by them

till April, 1879, when another brother, John F. Gol-

den, was added to the firm.

The office was at this time removed from its former

location, opposite the railroad depot, to the building

on Washington Street erected by Gen. Nelson Taylor,

and known as the " Sentinel Building." At the same

time the stationery and paper business was added to

that of publishing, and has proved successful.

The paper is independent, published every Wednes-

day, and devoted mainly to giving the local news and

considering matters and topics of local interest. It

ranks well up among the weekly papers of the county,

and is among the successful business concerns in the

city in which it is published, where it has a strong
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influence and is considered one of the leading insti-

tutions of the place.

CIVIL HISTORY.

CITY OF SOUTH NORWALK.

The city of Norwalk was chartered at May session of

1870, and organized Aug. 18, 1870. The first election

for city officers was held Aug. 17, 1870, as follows

:

Mayor, Dudley P. Ely ; Councilmen ; First Ward, Tall-

madge Baker, Thomas Guyer, Lcander G. Wilcox,

Franklin B. Furdy ; Second Ward, .Jolin L. Richards,

Robert H. Rowan, J. L. Ho])kiiis, Winfield >S. Han-
ford ; Third Ward, Henry H. Elwcll, George Benedict,

Hartz Z. Norton.

The officers since have been as follows :

1872.—Mayor, Dudley P. Ely; Councilmen : First Ward, Thomas Guyer,

Lorenzo Dibble, William II. Wilrax, Henry W. Lester; Second

Ward, ,Iohn L. Kicliards, Hubert I. Tolles, Samuel F. Peck, Ed-

win A. Wliitnian.

1873.—Miiyor, Dudley P. Kly ; Councilmen: First Ward, Thomas Guyer,

Morris M. Norton, Henry W. Lester, Nelson J. Craw; Second

Ward, Robert I. Tolles, John L. Ricliards, George Nowell,

Samuel F. Peck ; Third Wiird, George W. Smith, Joseph R.

Raymond, Henry H. Ehvell, Francis H. North.

1874.—Mayor, Walter C. Quintard; Councilmen: First Ward, Thomas
Guyer, Monis M. Norton, Nelson J. Craw, Henry W. Lester;

Second Ward, Robert H. Rowan, John L. Richards, Robert 1.

Tolles, Clicster F. Tolles ; Third Ward, Josepli R. Raymond,

Henry H. Ehvell, Henry Seymour, Charles E. Doty.

1875.—M.ayor, Walter C. Quintard ; Councilmen ; Firet Ward, Morris M.
Norton, Tliomas Guyer, Nelson J. Craw, Francis F. By.\bee

;

Second Ward, Burr Nash, Thomas I. Raymond, James M. Lane,

Winfield S. Hanford ; Tliird Ward, .lonah .Jonathan Millard,

Joseph R. Raymond, Hanford Wilcox, Charles E. Doty.

1876.—Mayor, Walter C. Quintard; Councilmen: First Ward, William

H. Duncan, Cliarles W. Iloyt, Nelson J. Craw, Henry 11. Fitch
;

Second Ward, Tlionias I, Raymond, David R. Sellick, Winfield

S. Hanford, James M. Lane; Tliird Ward, Charles E. Doty,

Henry H. Ehvell, Joseph R. Raymond, Henry Seymour.

1877.—Mayor, Dudley P. Ely; Councilmen: First Ward, William T.

Craw, William S. Bouton, Henry R. Fitch, ,Iohn P. ZelulT; Sec-

ond Ward, D. R. Sellick, Thomas I. Raymond, Peter L. Cun-

ningham, Charles W. Smith; Third Ward, Edwin Adams, John
H. Ferris, James L. Russell, George W. Smith.

1878.*—Mayoi-, Dudley P. Ely
;
Ct)uncilmen, T. Baker, P. L. Cunning-

ham, C. F. Hallock, John H. Knapp, W. T. Craw, D. R. Sellick.

1879.—Mayor, Winfield S. Hanford
;
Councilmen, C. F. Hallock, M'illiam

T. Craw, P. L. Cunningliam, John L. Richards, 0. W. Weed,

C. Swartz.

1880.—Mayor, Walter C. Quintard
;
Councilmen, Andrew J. Crofut, Lo-

renzo Dibble, Andrew Thompson, Cliarles M. Lawrence, Burr
Knapp, Gould Hoyt.

1881.—Mayor, Christian Swartz; Councilmen, Charles F. ILalloek, Eben-

ezer Hill, Henry I. Smith, Henry 11. Fitch, Jeremiah Donnovan,

Jr., Ebenezer P. Harvey.

Walter T. Buckingham was elected city clerk Aug.

17, 1870, and served till April, 1872 ; Edwin Wilcox,

1872-75 ; John W. Craw, 1875 to Aug. 7, 187G ; Ed-
win Wilcox, Aug. 7, 1876, to present time.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM 1653 TO 1880.

1053-54,1008-00, 1002-09, Richard Olmtsead; 1054-00, Mathew Camp-
field; 1054, Matliow Marvin; 1050, Richard Webb; 1050-57, 1000,

Samuel Holes; 1050, Nathaniel Ely; 1057, Lsaac Moore; 1058, Na-
thaniel Ricliards; 1058-01, 1007-08, 1070-74,1070, 1078, 1081, Walter
Hoyt

; 1059, 1002-03, 1005, 1007-71, 1074-75, 1077, 1078-81, 1095, .Tolin

Gregory
; 1009, Jolm Douglass

; 1070, 1G75, Thomas Benedict
; 1070,

* Charter amended; number of councilmen reduced to six.

1072, l()74-7fl„ 1077, IB70-80, 108.3, D. Kellogg; 1071, ICT.'i, KiSS, Jolin

Kouton; 1072, NlcholaH Iloyt; 1072, 1070, 1078, 1094, Mark HemUm;
1073, Tlionias Fitch

; 1078, 1080-80, 1091-92, 1094, John I'latt ; V'M-

87, 10«9, 1092-1703, Samuel Hayes; 1080,1089-91), Clirij!t<jpher Corn-

Htoek
;
109I,Kamu() Smith; 1091, Edward Memtenger

; 1091, \1Wj,

John Ii(diling; 1091-9.3, 1099, James 01msU;a/I
; 1092, 1094, 1704-5,

1707, Thomas lictts; 1093,1710, Samuel IJcttB
; lOM, 1097, Mathew

Marvin; 1095, Jakin Gregory; 1090, ]7(X)-2, Andrew Mciwnger

;

109H, John Heeler; 1701, 1703-4, 1700, 17(«,Saiiiuel Kccler
;
IKk't-ti,

1724-39, 1745-40, 1748-55, 17.57-02, 17(>5-70 (fifty years;, J.^-ph

Platt;t 1705, 1707-8,1711,1714, 1717, 1719-20, 1722, 17-33, Hri-WT,

Samuel Hanford; 1700,1710, 1718-19, John Oipp ; 1708-10, 171.5-18,

John lietts; 1711, 17M, 17 20, 1723, 1725-30, Samuel (.V,niBt.Kk ; 1712-

13, Mathew Seymour; 1714, Samuel Kellogg : 1715, 1717, John Uea/1
;

1710, John Raymond; 17IH, John Dartlett
;
171H, .Samuel Marvin;

1720, 1750-57, JaiMi'S lirown
;
1721-24, 1720-27, 1729, 17.32-33, 17:J5,

1738- 40, 17-12, 174i;,171H-19,1751, James Lockwood
;
1722, 172.5, .Jolin

Benedict: 1724, Eliphalet Lockwood
;
1724, Mathew Gregor}-; 1720-

27, 1729-30, Thomas Fitch ;t 1728, Benjamin Hickox
;

17:«J-34,

Joseph liirchaid; 1731, 1730, 1739, 1741-43, John Betts; 17:44, 1738,

John Marvin
;
1734, Daniel Iloit; 17.iO, 1741-.54, 17<W-01, Samuel

Fitch
; 1737, 1740, 1744, Thomas Benedict

; 1738, .Tames Ojmstock
;

1739- 4(1, Samuel Cluckston
; 1741, John Belding; 1747-48, Elna-

than Hanford
;
1749, Neheniiah Mead

;
1751, David Lamliert : 17oS-

55, 1757, James Filch
;

17.53, Noah Taylor; 1754, Tlieophilus Fitch
;

1755,1701-04, I'eter Lockwood; 1700, Jose|ih Betts; 1751,1703-70,

Thomas Fitch, Jr.; 1702, N.itlianiel Benedict; 1707, Joseph Hall;

1708, Asa Spaulding; 1708-75, 1787-S9, 1793, Tliom.-is Belding; 1722,

Uriali Rogers; 1774-70, 1784-80, Dr. Tliaddeus Bett.s; 1777. Moses

Comstock; 1777, Daniel Betts, Jr.
;
1778-79,178.3, Clapp Raymond;

1778, 1780-85, Stephen St. .John ;t 1777, 1779-89, 1791-92, 17'.I4, Samuel

C. Silliman
;
1779-Sl, Mathew Me.id ; 1779, 1782, James Richards;

1781,1780, 1790-91, 1794-90, Eliphalet Lockwood; 17'-0-88, Heze-

kiah Rogers; 1790-92, Job Baitram
;
1792-93,1795, Samuel Com-

stock
;
1794-90, Taylor Sherman

;
1790-99, Matthew Marvin ; 1797, John

Cannon; 1797, 1800-1, Joseph Silliman; 1798, Roger M. Sherman;

1799, Isaac Richards
;
1800-4, 1809-10, William M. Betts : 1801-2, 1804,

Phineas Miller; 1804-8, 1811-12, Jabez Gregory; 180.5-0, Stephen

St. John
;
1805, John Hanford

;
1805, 1807, George Raymond

; 1807,

Stephen Lockwood; 1808, 1818, 1820-21, 1823-24, 1827,? Moses Greg-

ory
; 1808, John Taylor; 1809-10, 1814, Jacob Osborne; 1811, Samnel

Bowton; 1812-13, 182.5-20, Thomas Reed; 1813, 181.5-20, 1822, 1824-

25, 1827-28, 1S31, Benjamin Is.a.acs; 1813-14, Moses W. Reed; 1814-

10,1818, John Eversley; 1814, Lewis Mallory; 1815, ]8;!0, Thad-

dous Betts; 1810, 1828, Samuel B. W.arien
;
1817-18, William J.

Street; 1818, Dan Taylor; 1819, Andrew Hanford; 1821, James
Quintard

;
1822-23, 18.35-30, Noah Wilcox

; 1820, 1831, David Roberts;

1829, 1835, Charles W. Taylor; 1829, 1841,1850, Clark Bissell ; 1830-

31, 1848, Eli B. Bennett; 1832-33, Jolin D. Louudsbury; 1832-33,

1837, 1843, 1840, Thom.is B. Butler
;
1834, Samuel Comstock ; 1836-

38, Lewis Gregory
;
1838, Timothy T. Merwin ; 1839-40. 1844-45,

1850, Algernon E. Be.nd; 1839-tO, Joseph W". Hubbell
;
1841-42,

Henry Sellick; 1842-43, Matthew Wilcox; 1S44, Charles Thomas;
1845-40, William S. Lockwood ; 1847, Samuel Jarvis; 1847, As.a Hill

;

1848, Harvey Pennoyer; 1849, Gould D. Jennings, William 11. Bene-

dict; 1851, Ebenezer Hill, Henry M. Prowitt; 1850, Clark Bissell,

A. C. Beers; 1851, Ebenezer Hill, Henry M. Pr»iwitt; 1852, Thomas
Robinson, Thomas Guyer; 1853, Ira Gregory, Eben. Wilson; 1854,

Stephen Raymond, Thomas tiiiyer; 1855, David Comstock, Jr., Burr
Nash

; 1850, Asa Hill, Daniel K. Niish ; 18,57, Josiah M. Carter, Wil-

liam T. Craw ; 1858, Daniel K. Nash, A. Homer Hyington ; 18,59, A.

Homer Byington, William T. Craw; 1800, William T. Craw, Samuel
E. Olmstead

;
ISOI, Josiah Jil. Carter, P. L. Cunningham

; 1802, Josiah

M. Carter, Ebenezer Hill; 1803, William C. Street, .Joseph H.Jen-
nings; 1804, William C. Street, Chester F. Tolles: 180.5, Chester F.

Tolles, F.St. John Lockwood; 1800, F. St. John Lockwood, El>enezer

Hill; 1807, Asa U. Woodward, D. Webb; 1808, George S. Bell, Reu-

ben Hodge; 1)*C9, Asa Smith, Israel M.Bullock; 1870. Martin S.

Craw, Tallmarlge Baker; 1871, Martin S. Craw, Lewis F. Beers;

1872, F. St. .John Lockwood, Thomas Guyer; 187.1, Thomas Guyer,

l\loses Hill ; 1874, Edw aid P. Weed, Thomas Guyer ; 1875-70, James
W. Hyatt, Winfiehl S. Hanford ; 1877, Allen Betts. Tallmadge Bjiker;

1878, Allen Betts, Edward P. Weed; 1879, Roliort H. Rowan, James
G. Gregory

; 1880, Charles H. Street, Robert H. Rowan.

t Chosen assistant. J Died May 9, 17S5. i, C^wvcnUon.
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THE CITY OF SOUTH NORWALK.
This place has a population of about five thousand.

It is situated on Norwalk River, one and a half miles

from the head of navigation, and about two miles

from Long Island Sound. The New York, New Haven
and Hartford Railroad runs through its centre. Its

depot in the city is the terminus of tlie Danbury and

Norwalk Railroad, and is only forty-two miles from

the Grand Central depot in New York City, thirty

from New Haven, and twenty-two miles to the Dan-

bury depot. Its water-facilities are unsurpassed.

A large and commodious steamer leaves the dock

at the foot of Washington Street every morning, ex-

cept Sundays, for New York City, returning at six

p. M. Two freight-steamers make tri-weekly trips

between this city and New York. Within the city

are ample dock accommodations for vessels drawing

from ten to twelve feet of water, at which are con-

stantly moored in the busy season sailing-crafts of

every description discharging lumber, timber, and

every kinds of building-materials, coal, and wood,

and receiving cargoes of various sorts for other ports.

Here the oyster-trade is a large factor of wealth. At

certain seasons of the year the docks are crowded

with vessels engaged in transporting oysters to New
York City, Bridgeport, New Haven, Hartford, and to

foreign countries. It is computed that at least two

millions of dollars' worth of bivalves are planted in

the waters of Norwalk, three-quarters of which are

. owned by citizens of South and East Norwalk.

The city of South Norwalk is really the entrepot

of nearly all the commerce of Norwalk, Wilton,

Ridgefield, Bethel, Danbury, and the southwestern

portion of Litchfield County, from whence it is car-

ried by the Danbury and Norwalk Railroad.

This city is the centre of an extensive and lucrative

hat-manufacturing interest, giving employment, prob-

ably, to fifteen hundred operatives of both sexes,

many of whom come from the surrounding towns by

rail. For about seventy-five years South Norwalk

has been noted throughout the country as one of the

centres of this trade. Tlie hats produced in this

locality have found a ready market in all the States

of the Union, Mexico, and the States of South Amer-

ica, because of their suijcrior texture and styles.

There are in the city ten extensive hat-establish-

ments, two fur-cutting, and one hat-body forming

company: Crofut & Knapp (two factories), Adams
Brothers, Swift & Palmer, A. Solomons, Benedict

Brothers, Brown & Co., F. Volk, Craw, Brother &
Volk.

Two large iron-foundries in full blast, one boiler,

pump, and engine-works, one lock-factory, the largest

in the country, whose goods find a market throughout

the civilized world.

Two steam saw-mills for cutting up lumber and

furnishing sash, windows, blinds, and doors for build-

ers in all the surrounding country : Burr Knapp, H.

E. Fitch.

One paper box and two wooden box factories : R.

H. Rowen, W. Fitch, C. T. Tolles.

One shoe- and boot-manufactory, doing a large and

thriving business, and giving employment to about

seventy-five hands of both sexes: Lounsbury Bros.

& Rockwell. The company had, till Ely's Hotel was

built, the most attractive building in the city.

One corset establishment, but recently erected:

Goldsmith & Co. When in order will give employ-

ment to three hundred hands.

One boat-building company and one marine rail-

way company.

One factory for the manufacture of ink : J. Pennell.

Two carriage-establishments, which turn out the

most stylish carriages to be found in the State : H.

Tilly, C. A. Mulings.

Three cigar-factories and one cigar-box factory

:

C. Smarts, L. Lowder, Hoyt & Comstock.

One printing establishment,—the South Norwalk

Printing Company,—doing a prosperous business un-

der the management of the Golden Brothers.

SCHOOLS.

The schools of the South Norwalk Union School

District rank among the best in the State.

CHURCHES.

Three live and prosperous churches exist within

the bounds of the city, and in the outlying districts

are two union chapels, occupied in turn by the pas-

tors of the Congregational, Methodist, and Episcopal

Churches. Combined, they have a membership of

about twelve hundred.

CHAPTER LIV.

NOKWALK (Continued).

MISCELLANEOUS.

Norwalk Savings Society—National Bank of Norwalk—Central National

Bank—Old Advertisements—Steamboats—Masonic—St. John's Lodge

—Washington Chapter—Clinton Commandery—Washington Council

—Our Brothers' Lodge, I. O. 0. F.—The Norwalk Insurance Company

—Judges of Probate—The Borough of Norwalk—Organization—First

Officers elected—The Fire Department—Water-Works—Horse Rail-

road—Manufactures—The Press—The Norwalk Gazette—The Nor-

walk Hour—The Democrat—The Schulte Murder—The Drawbridge

Disaster—Hon. Clark Bissell.

NORWALK SAVINGS SOCIETY.

This institution was organized in September, 1849.

The first board of trustees were Clark Bissell, Stiles

Curtis, Joseph W. Hubbell, William S. Lockwood,

Charles Isaacs, Thomas C. Hanford, William K.

James, Jonathan Camp, Eli B. Bennett, A. E. Beard,

Gould D. Jennings, Stephen Olmstead, Charles C.

Betts, William C. Street, Asa E. Smith, of Norwalk

;

Charles Marvin, Samuel P. Randle, of Wilton
;
Eliph-

alet Swift, John W. Gaylor, of Westport ; Ira Sco-

field. Holly Bell, of Darien ; Watts Comstock, Hezron

L. Ayres, Caleb S. Benedict, Charles Raymond, of
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New Canaan. The first board of officers were: Pres-

ident, Clark Bisscll; Vice-Presidents, Stiles Curtis,

Joseph W. Huhbell, William S. Lockwood ; Secre-

tary and Treasurer, Thomas Warner, .Tr.

Clark Bissell continued as president until his death,

in 1857. William S. Lockwood was elected June 16,

1858, and continued until July, 1871. He was fol-

lowed by William C. Street, July 19, 1871, wlio held

the office until July 27, 1878, when he was succeeded

by Edward P. Weed, who continued in office until

his death, April 18, 1880. T. Warner, Jr., remained

secretary and treasurer until March 1, 1856, when
Joseph W. Hubbell was elected, and continued until

August, 1870. George E. Miller followed, and is the

present incumbent.

The present board of directors are : William B. E.

Lockwood, F. St. John Lockwood, George M. Holmes,

Robert B. Craufurd, Samuel E. Olmstead, William C.

Street, Asa Smith, George E. Miller.

The first deposit was made Oct. 9, 1849; amount,

thirty dollars. Present amount of deposits, $1,620,000

;

present number of depositors, 4325.

THE NATIONAL BANK OF NORWALK.

This bank was organized in September, 1857. The

first board of directors were Ebenezer Hill, Charles

B. White, John A. Weed, Stiles Curtis, Jonathan

Camp, Samuel Lynes, F. Belden. E. Hill was presi-

dent from organization, in 1857, till his death, in

1875. Stiles Curtis has held the office from 1875 to

date (May, 1880). Charles G. Rickard was cashier

from September, 1857, till March, 1858, since which

time E. B. Craufurd has been the incumbent. The
bank was reorganized as a national bank in 1865.

The capital from date of organization to 1879 was

$300,000, when it was reduced to $240,000.

The present board of directors are Stiles Curtis,

Ebenezer Hill, Edward Beard, E. K. Lockwood, E.

J. Hill, W. Randel Smith, one vacancy.

The officers are : President, Stiles Curtis
;
Cashier,

R. B. Craufurd.

THE CENTRAL NATIONAL BANK
was organized Sept. 15, 1876, with a capital stock of

one hundred thousand dollars. The first board of

directors were A. S. Hurlbutt, T. H. Morison, J. P.

Beatty, H. F. Guthrie, G. M. Holmes, Charles Smith,

P. L. Cunningham, W. R. Smith, S. Morehouse. The
first officers were : A. S. Hurlbutt, President ; T. H.
Morison, Vice-President; William A. Curtis, Cashier.

Present officers same.

The present board of directors are as follows : A.

S. Hurlbutt, T. H. Morison, H. F. Guthrie, G. M.
Holmes, Charles Smith, P. L. Cunningham, S. More-

house, E. L. Boyer, G. S. Hutchinson.

Dividends semi-annual,—January and July.

OLD ADVERTISEMENTS.
In No. 1, Vol. I., of the Norwalk Gazette, under

date of May 6, 1818, A. N. Beers advertises that he

has for sale paints, oils, carpenters' tools, etc.

Asa Lockwood advertises Jamaica and St. Croix

rum, maccahoy, flappee, and Scot(di Kiiuff, etc.

June 10th, Belts & Cannon advertise black and
colored Canton crapes, Jamaica rum, Italian lus-

trings, French brandy, cambric dimities, Holland
gin, etc. They advertise tabby and Manchc-ster vel-

vets, blue and ycdlow nankeens, black, blue, bottle-

green, and "mixt" broadcloths; and sliould the cus-

tomer want .Jamaica or St. Croix rum, American and
French brandy, or Holland gin, he has only to make
his wants known, for these are for sale in the same
establishment.

Under date of July 29, 1818, William J. Street an-

nounces that he "has just returned from New York,

etc., and that he will sell fine 6-4 Cambric Dimity at

37 1-2 cts. per yd. ; 6-4 cambric muslin for 37 1-2 cts.

per yard; good domestic shirting for 20 to 25 cents

per yard ; 1 doz. super London made vests, $2.25

each ;" also " 1 doz. ready-made Pantaloons (.Jefferson

sheeting), $1 per pair; 20 doz. pocket Hhkfs., good
size and quality, 6 cents each ; 100 elegant fans from
2 to 3 each."

The following advertisement also appears

:

ACCOMMODATION PACKET-S,

to sail

From Ebenezer D. Hoyt's landing at Norwalk for Peck Slip, New
York.

SLOOP ELIZA, PENNOYER MASTEK,
Will commence sailing from the above landing on Tuesday, the 12th

day of May next, and return on Saturday.

SLOOP MARY, BRYANT MASTER,
Will sail on Thursday and return on Tuesday.

SLOOP UNION, UROWN MASTER,
Will sail on Saturday and return the 'I hursday following, each vessel

performing their weekly trips through the season.

For freight or pass.;ge apply to the subscriber, or to either the cap-
tains of their respective vessels. E. D, HOYT.
Norwalk, March 5, 1818.

STEAMBOATS.

In 1824 the first steamboat was put on the line from
Norwalk to New York, called "John Marshall," in

honor of the chief justice, and was about eighty feet

long, with a capacity of thirty or forty piissengcrs.

Fare, one dollar. Three years later the late Com.
Vanderbilt started an opposition boat called the

"Nimrod," and the fare was reduced to one sliilling,

which continued about two years. The "Nimrod"
was commanded by Capt. Brooks, of Bridgeport. The
"John Marshall" was superseded by the " Fairfield,"

commanded by Capt. Peck. The steamer " Adelphi"
now runs between Norwalk and New York.

ST. JOHN'S LODGE, NO. C, F. AND A. H.

The original charter of this lodge was obtained

from the Provincial Grand Lodge in New York, and
bears the signature of R. W. George Harrison, Grand
Master, dated May 23, 1765, appointing Benjamin
Isaacs, Master, Stephen St. John, Senior Warden,
and Jehiel Ketcham, Junior Warden, of said lodge,

"to be held at Norwalk only, and that until such time
I as a Grand Master shall be appointed for the Colony



550 HISTORY OF FAIEFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

of Connecticut." The records of the lodge previous

to 1779 are supposed to have been destroyed when the

town was burned, in July of that year. The records

from Sept. 8, 1779, to the present are in regular order.

At the convention preliminary to forming the

Grand Lodge, which was held in New Haven in

1783, this lodge was represented by David Lambert,

but at the subsequent convention, when the constitu-

tion was adojjted and signed, the name of a delegate

from this lodge does not appear on the minutes.

Their present charter was issued by the Grand Lodge

of Connecticut, Oct. 17, 1793.

The following is a list of the first one hundred and

thirty-two members of the lodge : Benjamin Isaacs,

1st W. M.; Stephen St. John, 1st S. W.; Jehiel

Ketcham, 1st J. W. ; Ebenezer Whitney, Jesse Betts,

Samuel Brooks, Hezekiah Belden, John Betts, Peter

Betts, Samuel Burral, William S. Betts, Samuel Baker,

Willis Cliff, Joshua Disbrow, Daniel Finch, Alvin

Hyatt, Prentice Hosman, Thomas Hill, Stephen Lock-

wood, David Lambert, Mathew Mallory, Auley Mc-
Auley, Mathew Marvin, Nathan Pollock, John Eitch,

Mathew Eeed, William Eeed, Eleazer Scott, Josiah

Thatcher, 2d, Stephen Thatcher, Timothy Whitney,

Zebulon Williams, James Whitney, John White,

Joseph Allen Wright, Dunlap Coggesal, John Clarke,

Stephen Betts, John S. Cannon, John Cannon, Jr.,

Aaron Hoyt, James Hurlburt, Shubal Gorham, James

Hamlin, Ephraim Marvin, David Crosby, Daniel

Bull, Jacob Eeed, Eli Crosby, Adonijah Stanesbor-

ough, David Aiken, 3d, James Sackett, Nathan Gil-

bert, Jeremiah Burgess, Thomas Sears, Samuel De
Forrest, Samuel Middlebrook, Charles Jarvis, James

Eichards, Jr., Benjamin North, Lambert Lockwood,

David Dunning, Nathan Paddock, Eben Olmstead,

Timothy Foster, Jabez Gregory, John St. John, 3d,

Peter Hendrick, Nathan Douglass, Stephen Jarvis,

Henry Jarvis, Joseph Cable, Benjamin Keeler, Jon-

athan Cass, William Beers, Joseph Bouton, Timothy

Benedict, Zalmon Sanford, Samuel Dauchy, Joseph

C. Fields, Benjamin Sanford, David Olmstead, 3d,

Aaron Keeler, David Jackson, Jr., Nathan Dauchy,

Jr., Josiah Thatcher, Jr., Ebenezer Lockwood, Jona-

than Knight, Jesse Benedict, Jr., Isaac S. Isaacs,

William Maltby Betts, Samuel Gibbs, Phineas Miller,

Nehimiah Hanford, Henry Chichester, Jotham War-
ring, John Smith, William A. Cannon, Eev. George

Ogilvie, Alexander McNabb, Stephen Eockwell, Sam-
uel Seely, Samuel Jarvis, Moses Gregory, Daniel

Seymour, William Fancher, Taylor Sherman, William

Pike, David Keeler, John C. Ketcham, Stephen

Fields, Stephen Bishop, Hezekiah Hyatt, Stephen

Belknap, Jacob Osborn, Benjamin Brooks, Clapp

Eaymond, Jr., Gould Hoyt, Jr., Hezekiah De Forrest,

Seely Conklin, Joshua King, Wolcott Down, St. Louis

De Fontaine, Benjamin Isaacs, Lemuel Brooks, Jr.,

Jesse Jarvis, David Olmstead, Philip Bradley, Sam-
uel Howes, Ebenezer Jessup, Jr., Gabriel Allen,

Eleazer Wood.

The following is a list of those who have held the

otBce of W. Master from its organization until the

present time: 1765-75, Benjamin Isaacs; 1776-79, 1783

-84, Stephen St. John
;
1780-82, Ebenezer Whitney

;

1785-87, David Lambert; 1788-92, Matthew Eeed;

1793, Samuel Burrall; 179-1, 1798, 1806, Jonathan

Knight; 1795, Isaac S. Isaacs; 1796, 1810, Phineas

Miller; 1797, Taylor Sherman; 1807-8, Josiah

Thatcher; 1809, AVilliam M. Betts
;
1811, Moses Greg-

ory; 1812, Daniel Church; 1813-15, 1818, William J.

Street; 1823-24, Stephen Smith; 1816-17,1819,1821-

22, Joseph Keeler; 1820, William G. Betts; 1825-26,

Henry Selleck; 1827-28, Philo Price; 1829-30,1841-42,

Asa E. Smith
;
1831-32, 1836-40, 1845-48, James Ste-

vens
;
1833-35, 1843-44, Henry W. Smith

; 1849, George

F. Daskam; 1850, John A. McLean
;
1851, Dimon Fan-

ton; 1852, Eli K. Street; 1853, AVilliam D. Camp;
1854, 1869, Samuel Lynes: 1855, William W. Storey;

1856, Thomas B. Butler; 1857, Asa Smith; 1858, F.

St. John Lockwood
;
1859, Edward P. Weed

;
1860,

Albert H. Wilcoxsen; 1861, 1873-75, Alfred H.
Camp

;
1862, John H. Aiken

; 1863, Levi AVarner, Jr.

;

1864, Claude Guthrie
;
1865-66, 1868, James W. Sto-

rey
;
1867, Theodore Wilcox

;
1870, Isaac Church, Jr.

;

1871, David Pollard
; 1872, 1877-78, A. C. Golding

;

1876, Jesse Pollard; 1879, Mark Harris; 1880, G.

Ward Selleck.

WASlimGTON CHAPTER, No. 24, ROYAL ARCH MA-
SONS,

was instituted by virtue of a charter granted by the

Grand Chapter of Connecticut, May 10, 1827. Its

number was then 25, but was afterwards changed to

24. It has always been located in Norwalk. The
following companions have held the office of High
Priest: 1827, 1846, Henry Selleck; 1828, Phineas

Miller (died in office); 1828-46, William J. Street;'

1847-49, Elijah Gregory; 1850-52, James Stevens;

1850, Edwin Hoyt
; 1850, John A. McLean

;
1853-59,

George F. Daskam
;

1856, Samuel Lynes, M.D.

;

1857, 1861, 1864, William W. Storey; 1858, 1860,

Asa Smith; 1862, Albert H. Wilcoxsen; 1863, Ed-

ward P. Weed; 1865-69, Stephen Merrill; 1870-76,

Augustus C. Golding; 1871-72, Eobert M. Wilcox;

1873, George W. Smith; 1877, William A. Sammis;

1878-80, William Eandell Smith.

CLINTON COMMANDERY, No. 3, KNIGHTS TEMPLARS,

and appendant orders, was instituted by a dispensa-

tion from De Witt Clinton, Grand Master of Knights

Templars in the United States, bearing date Feb. 9,

1827, to be located in the town of Washington, Litch-

field Co. In the year 1847 it was removed to Nor-

walk, where it has since been located. Clinton was

one of the three encampments (as then called) which

formed the Grand Encampment of the State, Sept.

13, 1827. Two commanderies which have since been

formed from it are Hamilton, No. 5, of Bridgeport,

May 10, 1855, and Crusader, No. 10, of Danbury,

March 21, 1871.
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The following is a list of Sir Knights who have

held the office of Imminent Coinnumder from its or-

ganization, in 1827, to the present date (those marked

with a star are deceased) : 1827-47, Daniel B. Brins-

made;* 1847-53, James Stevens;* 1853-61, George

F. Daskani ;* 1861-G6, 18(58, 1870, 1874, William W.
Storey; 1807, 1873, Asa Smith; 18()i), David M.

Lane; 1871, 1876, Augustus C. Golding; 1872, James

W. Storey; 1875, David Pollard; 1877-78, Edwin

Hoyt; 1879, G. Ward Selleek
;
1880, Dwight Waugh.

WASHINGTON COUNCIL, ROYAL AND SELECT
MASTERS,

was chartered by the Grand Council of Connecticut,

May 10, 1849, the first three officers being James

Stevens, John A. McLean, and Henry W. Smith. It

has always held its meetings in Norwalk.

OUR BROTHERS' LODGE, I. 0. 0. F.

The following history of this lodge is taken fromi

an historical address delivered by Dr. Asa Hill in

October, 1871

:

" On the 19th of October, 1842, the E. W. G. D. M. George Walters, ae-

Bisted by R. W. Grand Warden Gibson London, 1'. G. Wilson, P. G. Ste-

vens, of tlie Grand Lodge of the State of Connecticut, together with a

number of Brotliers from I'cquonoc Lodge, No. 4, of Bridgeport, pro-

ceeded to institute tliis lodge, under the name of 'Our Brothers' Lodge,'

No. in, I. 0. 0. F., and in ample form delivered to the lodge a charter

for the same. The names of the charter members were as follows:

Cholwell J. Gruman, Asa E. Smith, Stephen Olinstead, K. S. I'ennoyer,

and J. Taylor Hunt. The first ofHcers of the lodge were as follows: C.

J. Gruman, N. G.: Asa E. Smith, V.G.; Stephen Olmstead, Sec.; K. S.

Pennoyer, Treas. The first batch of candidates initiated were as follows

:

Samuel R. Bunting, George W. Raymond, Eli K. Street, Wm. E. Bissell,

Eli Curtis, R. Osborn, E. Donnelly, and H. Ray. These persons were

severally appointed to fill the subordinate offices, and the lodge, thus

duly officered, commenced a singularly prosperous career, the twenty-

ninth anniversary of which we tliis evening celebrate.

" The first lodge-room was but a small affair, located in Olmstead's

Block, in Main Street, yet it answered the necessities of the case suffi-

ciently well. The furniture was simjile and plain, and the brothers,

warm in their 'first love,' were content to work and wait until the ac-

cession of greater numbers and moi e ample means allowed them to im-

prove and expand their borders.

"After a while the place became too strait for them, and the lodge-

room was enlarged and to some extent embellished. This room served

us for a number of years, and until the G<tr.ette building was erected,

when we transferred our headiiuartera to our present beautiful lodge-

room. It is a matter of no little interest thus to recall the leading facts

of our early history and mark the course of our onwartl progress. It was

in this old lodge-room that many of our most substantial and worthy

members were initiated into the order, and it is still fragrant with pleas-

ant associations. It is within the memory of the speaker when the death

of the first Odd-Fellow made our little band so sad and touched the

springs of sympathy in all our hearts, and an Odd-Fellow's funeral was

for the first time in this town witnefvscd by oui' people.

" Primarily to Brother C. J. Grunn>n more than to any other poi'son

are we indebted for the organization of this lodge. He expended his

time and money lavishly to get the lodge in working order. His zeul

was tireless, his attendance regular and uniform, and the ardent im-

pulses of his nature found abundant room for their exercise in the

growth and expansion of the brotherhood. ludeed, the very name of

'Our Brothei-s' Lodge,' at once so beautiful and suggestive, I believe,

origiiuited with him.

" We mention his name in this connection with special prominence

because we are enjoined in that good old hook that we all cherish as the

guide of our lives to render ' honor to whom honor is due.'

"It is to him also, more than to any other member of our order, that

we are indebted for the existence of an additional branch, known as

Kabaosa Encampment, No. 9. The petitioners for this encampment

chartor were Cholwell J. Grumnn, John G. Quigley, Wm. H. ClcreUod,

Henry W, Smith, .Tanjes A. Quintard, and Peter L. Cunnln((liam. Two
of the persons whose nanji s wen; appi'ndi il to this petition have ninu;

deceased, to wit: .John G. Quigley and Wm. II. Cleveland."

The present number of members (Sept. 27, 1880) in

two hundred and seventy-eight; funds on hand,

eleven thousand six hundred and sixty-four dollars.

THE NORWALK EIRE INSURANCE COMPANY.

This company has a capital of one hundred thou-

sand dollars, and is officered as follows : President,

William C. Street
;
Secretary, George K. Cowles ; Treas-

urer, Samuel Lynes. The following is the board of

directors : William C. Street, Asa Smith, G. G. Bishop,

E. S. Tweedy, Samuel Lynes, M.D., Stiles Curti.s, Wil-

liam S. Loekwood, E. B. Bennett, A. E. Smitii, S. E.

Olmstead, E. C. Bissell, John Osborn, F. S. Wild-

man, G. E. Cowles, D. P. NiehoLs, S. Y. St. John, D.

M. Marvin, D. P. Ely, Henry I. Hoyt, and George B.

St. John.
JUDGES OP PROBATE.

The following is a list of the judges of Probate of

the district of Norwalk :

1802-15, Taylor Sherman; 1815-18, Clark Bissell; 1818-28, William M.

Betts; 1828-;i5, Benjamin Isaacs; 1835-37, Stephen Smith
;

18.37-.'J8,

William St. .7ohn; 1838^2, Benjamin Isaacs; 1842-43, Cyrus A.

Mead; 1843-44, George A. Davenport; 1844-45, Benjamin Isaacs;

184.5-4G, Sidney B. Bcardsley
;
184G-47, George A. Daveni>ort : 1847-

49, Thomas B.Butler; 1849-50, Orris S. Ferry; 1850-78, George A-

Davenport; 1878, Asa B. Woodward.

BOROUGH OP NORWALK.

The borough of Norwalk was chartered on the first

Wednesday in May in 1836. The first officers were

elected July 11, 1836, as follows: Warden, Joseph W.
Hubbell

;
Burgesses, William S. Street, Matthias Hub-

bell, Stephen T. Brewer, Stiles Curtis, Levi Clark, and

Timothy T. Mcrwin
;

Treasurer, Charles Thomas

;

Bailiff, James Stevens
;
Haywards, Levi Clark, .Jason

Merrill, William Cleveland, Richard Camp, Daniel

Nash, Robert Cameron, John W;i.sson, Lewis Whit-

ney, and James S. Kellogg
;
Pound-Keepers, Eli San-

ford, Nathan Jarvis, Matthias Hubbell, and Bucking-

ham Loekwood
;
Inspector of Coal, Wood, and Hay,

James Stevens
;
Inspector of Grain, Edwin Loekwood

;

Inspector of Butter, James Porter.

The present officers of the borough (elected Dec. 1,

1879) are as follows : Warden, James AV. Hyatt ; Bur-

gesses, George B. Cowles, Charles C. Betts, Homer
Merrill, Darius W. Couch, John Keena, and Frank

Street; Borough Treasurer and Treasurer of Water
Fund, Robert B. Crawford; Collector. Elbert Curtis;

Bailiff, James Finney ; Board of Registration, George

N. Ells and Jacob Turk
;
Inspectors of Elections,

Charles H. Wheeler, John A. Honneker ; AVater Com-
missioners, Augustus C. Golding, Winfield S. Moody,

Isaac Selleek, Jr. ;* Clerk, Joseph F. Foote :t Chief

of Police, John 0. Sidlivan
;
Policemen, Daniel J.

Bennett and William Sheldon.

Appointed ricf Carlysle T. Weeks, resigned,

f Officiated for nine successive yo.irs.
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The first fire inspectors elected after the organiza-

tion of the borough were Charles Isaacs, Henry Sel-

leck, and Gould D. Jennings.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.*

The present fire department of the borough is a vol-

unteer one, and consists of a chief engineer with two

assistants, one engine, one hose, one liook-and-ladder,

and one fire-police company. The apparatus consists

of one steam fire-engine, one hose-carriage, one hose-

crab, two hose-jumpers, one hook-and-ladder truck

with all its appurtenances, and about nineteen hun-

dred feet of good rubber hose. The companies and

apparatus are all in good serviceable condition.

The formation of the department for 1880 is as fol-

lows : Chief-Engineer, Joseph B. Ells
;

Assistants,

Royal L. Adams, Frank S. Fancher.

The companies are:

Phcenix Engine Company, No. 1, William

Hands, foreman, with fifty members. This company

was organized Dec. 15, 1858, and has been in con-

tinual active service ever since its formation. It first

ran a second-class Sickles piano machine. In 1870 it

was furnished with a second-class steam fire-engine of

Cole Brothers' make, with which it has done much
efficient and good service. At present the engine is

held in reserve, by reason of the borough having a

good and powerful supply of water through the pub-

lic water-works; therefore at present the company

runs a hose-crab on occasions of fire.

Hope Hose Company, No. 3, F. McKeon, foreman,

has about thirty members. The company was organ-

ized in the spring of 1859 as an auxiliary of Phcenix

Engine Company, and assumed the name of Phoenix

Hose Company, but changed its name to Hope Hose

in 1877. The company run a handsome four-wheeled

hose-carriage and two two-wheeled jumpers.

Pioneer Hook-and-Ladder Company, No. 1,

Edgar S. Wilcoxsen, foreman, has thirty-two members.

It was organized in January, 1861. It runs a fine and

handsome truck well supplied with ladders, hooks,

etc.

The Fire Police, Capt. A. J. Meeker, numbers

thirty men. Is a comparatively new company, having

been organized to fill a gap long felt in the depart-

ment,—viz., to protect and prevent the active firemen

from being interfered with or crowded by the idle

persons usually attracted to a fire, and also to handle

and care for any property necessarily removed from

any burning building.

The department is a good and efficient one, and has

proved its worth on many occasions. It is always

prompt in answer to duty calls, and ever ready for

hard, earnest work.

WATER-WORKS.

The movement to introduce a supply of pure and

wholesome water into the borough of Norwalk was

begun early in 1870. The General Assembly of the

* Qontributed hy Joseph B. Ells.

State, of that year, was petitioned to grant authority

to the borough to introduce water, and the represen-

tatives of that year, and certain citizens of the borough,

interested themselves in the procurement of a charter

for that purpose. The charter was approved July 15,

1870, containing a proviso that it should not be bind-

ing upon the borough until accepted by a vote of the

citizens of the borough at a meeting duly called for

that purpose. A special meeting was held Aug. 24,

.1870, and the charter for the introduction of water

was accepted by a vote of three hundred and thirty-

four yeas to sixty-five nays.

A special meeting of the borough was held Sept. 2,

1870, and Thomas H. Morison (re-elected Dec. 5,

1871), Samuel Lynes, M.D., and William K. James
were elected commissioners, and Charles H. Street

treasurer, of the water fund. At the same meeting,

the borough, by vote, authorized the water commis-
sioners to issue the bonds of the borough to the amount
of one hundred thousand dollars to defray the expense
of the introduction of water. It becoming evident to

the commissioners that the above sum was insufficient,

application was made to the borough for authority to

issue the bonds of the borough to a larger amount,
and on April 20, 1871, at a borough-meeting called

for the purpose, it was voted to petition the General

Assembly for power to issue the bonds of the borough
to the amount of seventy-five thousand dollars addi-

tional. The Legislature, at its May session, 1871, ac-

cordingly amended the water charter of the borough,

granting the necessary authority to issue the bonds of

the borough to the amount of seventy-five thousand

dollars additional, and the borough, in a special meet-

ing called for that purpose July 1, 1871, voted to

authorize the commissioners to do so. March 2, 1872,

at a special meeting for that purpose, the borough
voted to petition the General Assembly to pledge its

credit for an additional twenty-five thousand dollars.

Power was granted by the General Assembly at its

May session, 1872, to do so, and the borough, in

special meeting for that purpose Aug. 17, 1872, voted

to authorize the commissioners to issue the bonds of

the borough for an additional twenty-five thousand
dollars, making in all the sum of two hundred thou-

sand dollars.

The water is unusually pure and wholesome. It is

taken from the Silver Mine Brook, in New Canaan.

HORSE RAILROADS.

This road was chartered in May, 1862, with the

following members: Asa Hill, Le Grand Lockwood,
Edwin Lockwood, Samuel G. Blackman, Edward C.

Bissell, Charles Isaacs, and Chester N. Carr. The
first officers were : President and Manager, Le Grand
Lockwood ; Asa Hill, Secretary. The first directors

were Le Grand Lockwood, Edwin Lockwood, Thomas
D. Richards, Asa Hill, Samuel G. Blackman, Ed-
ward C. Bissell, A. H. Byington, C. E. Lockwood,
Levi Warner, elected September, 1862. , The length
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of track is two and a quarter miles, extending from

Norwalk to South Norvvalk. The present oflicerH

are: President and Manager, James W. Hyatt ; Sec-

retary, Edwin G. Ployt
;
Directors, James W. Hyatt,

Burr Smitli, C. E. Hyatt, Edwin G. Hoyt, Hart Den-

ton, Levi Warner, L. W. Sandefortli.

MANUFACTURERS OF NORWALK.

According to the census ruling of 1880 the follow-

ing is a list of all whose business amounted to five

hundred dollars and upwards during the year 1879:

Box-Makers
(
Wood).—William E. Fitch, Chester

F. Tolles.

Box-Malccr [Paper).—R. H. Rowan.

Box-Maker [Cigar Boxes).—Giles Hanlenbeck.

Boots and Shoes.—A. N. Hoyt & Co., Benedict & Co.,

H. S. Brown, M. Carew, C. H. Harvey, John Schaub.

Carriage-Makers.—Mulling Bros., Edward Nelson,

Jehiel G. Rockwell, E. Seymour, Henry Tilly.

Corsets.—Rotcli & Goldsclimidt.

Children's Carriages.—F. Boylston.

Cigars.—Hoyt & Olmstead, Alexander Lander,

Norwalk Bridge Cigar Company, P. F. Shehan,

Daniel H. Sims, Old Well Cigar Company.

Foundries [Iron).—A. C. Arnold & Co., S. E. Olm-

stead & Co., Lockwood & Wheeler, N. L. Austin.

Foundry [Brass).—McMahon Bros.

Furniture.—John Bouton, William Lockwood, E.

Quintard's Son.

Fur Cutters.—J. J. Arch, Martin J. Bates, Jr., R. H.
Millard.

Gas.—Norwalk Gas-Light Company.

Granite- Works.—Philo W. Bates, Donnelley & Co.

Hatters [Fur).—Adams Bros., Brown, Sherwood &
Co., Benedict Bros. (G. & W. H.), Crofut & Knapp,

John Judson, Smith & Palmer, A. Solmans, Frank

A. Volk, S. Versoy.

Hatters [Straw).—Beatty Bros., Dennis Dexter.

Harness-Makers.—P. H. Dwyer, Charles Miller, J.

F. Peckwell, J. F. Rourke, James L. Ferris.

Hearse-Maker.—William Youle.

Hat-Bodies.—The Hat-Forming Company.
Ink-Manufacturers.—J. W. PenncU & Bro.

Iron Fence.—Wm. H. Duncan.

Iron- Works.—Norwalk Iron-Works Company.
Locks.—Norwalk Lock Company.
Machinist.—John Cotter.

Machinists' Tools.—C. W. Le Count.

Marble Works.—C. J. Taylor, J. W. Cavanagh.

Mill [Saw- and Grist-).—Allen Betts.

Mill [Saw- and Wood- Turning).—Henry F. Guthrie.

Matches.—J. M. Rose.

Paper-Mill.—J. E. Ells.

Pattern-Makers.—Thomas Village.

Printers.—^Byington & Co., Golden Brothers, Nor-

walk Printing Comiiany.

Rubber- Works.—3. H. Buckley & Son.

Sash and Blinds.—E. F. Bates & Co., Raymond
Johnson, Jr.

36

Sash and Blinds and Planing-Mill.—Burr Kna[>j<.

Shirt-Manufacturers.—Morison (fe HutchinHon.

Slioe-Manufacturers.— J. T. Cou-sins, T. CouHini*,

Lounsbury Bros. & Co.

Wood- Working.—George H. Rice.

Beer, Cider, Etc.— I'l & W. Conistock.

Union Manufacturiiig Company ffelt), The Louns-

bury & Bissell Manufacturing Company (feltj, Nor-

walk Mills (cassimer.s).

TIIK NORWALK GAZETTE.

In May, 1800, a i)rinter named Picket came to Nor-

walk from Danbury and established the first newspa-

per in Southwestern Connecticut. His publication

was about the size of a modern sheet of letter-paper.

It was a great novelty in the section about Norwalk,

and a subject of discussion and interest all over the

State. It was printed upon an old-time Ben Frank-

lin Ramage press, with wooden platen, and requiring

four imprcssion-i)ulls for each paper; so that, almost

literally, the more subscribers the paper had the worse

its owner was off. Its few stray numbers now in ex-

istence are curiosities indeed. The latest news from

New York City averages ten days prior to date of

publication. The latest intelligence from Washing-

ton is a full month old, and the latest news from Eu-

rope more than three months past its date.

In 1818, Roswell S. Nichols and Philo Price pur-

chased the Picket concern. From that date to this

the Gazette has been issued every week without a

break, subject to frequent changes of projirietorship.

The new firm of Nichols & Price enlarged tlie

Gazette to a paper nineteen by twenty-four, and con-

tinued its publication some four years, when it was

sold to their young apprentice, Scth W. Benedict.

Mr. Price went to New York and started the Christian

Messenger, and Mr. Nichols to Bridgeport (then New-
field), to start or join in the publication of a paper

there. Mr. Benedict, in 1832, sold it in turn to his

apprentice, James Reed, and Benedict went to New
York and started the EmngcVmt. Mr. Reed held it

for about two years, and, desiring to go to New
Orleans, disposed of his interest to Timothy T. Mer-

win. Mcrwin, then a prominent lawyer in Norwalk,

soon wearied of editorial drudgery, and sold it to

William G. Hyer. Mr. Hyer, subsequently becoming

an Episcopal clergyman, sold the paper to J. U. Am-
merman, a brother-in-law of P. T. Barnum. Am-
merman soon sold to the late Judge Stephen Smith,

and Smith sold, after a few months, to George Taylor.

In 1839, Taylor sold it back to James Reed, who con-

tinued its proprietor till January, 184^8, when he sold

it to James H. Hoyt and A. Homer Byington. In

July, 1849, Byington sold his interest to Hoyt, but in

July, 1851, he repurchased the entire property, and

soon after admitted Henry W. Hyatt to a part owner-

ship. Hyatt was associated with Byington some

three years, and then left the Gazette to assume the

proprietorship of the Litchfield Enquirer. In April,
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1858, Joseph B. Ells and George N. Ells became joint

owners. From that date to the present (1880) the

Gazette has been conducted under the firm-name of A.

H. Byington & Co.

During the Gazette's long and eventful history,

clergymen, lawyers, doctors, congressmen, and teachers

have alternated as its editors. James Eeed, now of

the Ashtabula (Ohio) Telegraph, during his first owner-

ship, employed the then Dr. Thomas B. Butler, who
subsequently became Chief Judge Butler, as his chief

writer. Rev. Dr. Edwin Hall and his brother, Storrs

Hall, gave the paper more or less editorial aid at dif-

ferent times. The late United States senator On-is S.

Ferry and Dr. Asa Hill were practically editors of

the Gazette during the ownership of Hoyt. From
1851 to date its editorial and business management

has been conducted entirely by the present firm of

A. H. Byington & Co.

The Gazette proudly numbers among its past and

present contributors articles from time to time from

many of the finest writers and best thinkers in the

country. It has always maintained a high character

for newspaper enterprise and ability, and is widely

known as one of the leading and influential journals

of the State.

THE NORWALK HOUR.

In 1869, B. W. Majiles, a commuter on the New
Yoi'k and New Haven Railroad, was expelled from

the cars of the company because he had mislaid his

commutation ticket and refused to pay the single-trip

fare demanded by the conductor under the regula-

tions of the company. Because of such expulsion, he

instituted proceedings against the comj^any in the

courts. The usual delays followed, and numerous

newspaper articles favoring the company were pub-

lished. Thinking there was something other than

spontaneity to account for such articles appearing

just previous to each time fixed for a hearing of his

case, Mr. Maples determined, on his own part, to ap-

peal to the press, and wrote a brief statement of the

facts, which he sent to numerous newspapers ; but all

but one refused to print. He then decided to have a

newspaper of his own, and tried to purchase one al-

ready established. Not succeeding in this, on May
6, 1871, he issued the first number of The Westport

Hour. The paper was issued bi-weekly for ten months,

and has since been published on Saturday of each

week.

In December, 1874, Mr. Maples reached a favorable

decision of his suit, and would have then discontinued

the Hour had he not found, to his surprise, that its

receipts exceeded the expenses.

In 1873 The Hour was removed to Norwalk, and in

1874 The Westport Advertiser was consolidated with it,

and the paper has since carried both names and is

dated at Norwalk and Westport. It has reached a

large circulation. Mr. Maples is still its editor and

manager. It is thoroughly independent, and through

the able editorial management of Mr. Maples has

reached a large circulation.

THE DEMOCRAT.

The Democrat was started Jan. 10, 1877, H. H.
Barbour editor; it was published by B. W. Maples.

Mr. Barbour disposed of it to Thomas Tohill, Oct.

27, 1877, and Otis E. Pickett was placed in the edi-

torial chair.

Dec. 1, 1877, Mr. Tohill sold it to Charles V. Ar-

nold, who consolidated it with The South Norwalk

Champion. He continued it one week, when Mr.

Tohill resumed the office and reinstated Mr. Pickett

as editor.

Jan. 1, 1878, William R. Palmer became associated

with Mr. Pickett by purchase of all of Tohill's in-

terest, and the name of the publishers changed to

Pickett & Palmer, Palmer being the local editor.

The size of the paper was increased from sixteen by
twenty-two, six columns, to eighteen by twenty-four,

seven columns.

March 20, 1878, William R. Palmer assumed full

charge of the paper, both as editor and j^roprietor.

The Democrat has a large circulation, and is un-

compromisingly Democratic.

THE SCIIULTE MURDER.

A murder was committed on Roton Hill, near South

Norwalk, about 6.30 p.m., Dec. 27, 1878. The victim

was Joliii Schulte, a wealthy and eccentric German,

who first came to South Norwalk in February, 1877,

when he bought a farm of eight acres for the exorbi-

tant price of eight thousand dollars. He came to his

house to live in October, 1877. Here, together with

his companion and servant, Wm. Bucholz, he occu-

pied two poorly-furnished rooms. In the rest of the

house the family of Mrs. Waring lived. Schulte fur-

nished the provisions, which Mrs. Waring cooked for

the two men, who ate them in the proprietor's bed-

room. Bucholz was twenty-two years of age. He
had a fair complexion, an intelligent expression, and

some education. The old man lived the life of a re-

cluse, busying himself chiefly in reading German
books, playing on the violin, and making experi-

ments in photography. He had the name of being

wealthy and of carrying large sums about his person,

having occasionally shown a pocket-book bursting

with bank-notes. Common report did not err in at-

tributing riches to him, as he owned property in

Germany to the amount of over a quarter of a mil-

lion dollars. The rumor that he carried large sums

of money also received verification. There was about

seventy-five thousand dollars on his person the night

of the murder.

When Schulte came to New York from Germany
he brought a young German man-servant, named
Seigfried Greenewald, with him. At the Sun Hotel,

in New York, Bucholz, also a German, met Greene-

wald, and learned from him that he intended to leave

Schulte's employ. During this conversation they
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talked about Schulte's money, and Bucliolz remarked

that if he were in Grecnewald's place he would run

off with Schulte's coat. Very soon after this we find

William Bucholz acting as companion and servant of

the eccentric miser.

On the day of the murder Schultc went to New
York. He returned at 6.11 p.m., and started to walk

home, accompanied by Bucholz, who had met liim at

the depot. This was the last seen of Schulte alive.

About seven o'clock Bucholz rushed excitedly into

the house, and, falling, half fainting, on the floor,

cried, " Schulte is dead, dead, down in the woods,

—

dead ! The tramps have killed Sciiulte
!"

The neighbors were aroused, and, with Bucholz,

they went to the place where the body lay. They
found Schulte lying on his face near the foot-path.

There were two terrible wounds on his head, either of

them fatal. They had the appearance of having

been made with a hatchet or an axe. In his inside

vest-pocket was found a package containing about

twenty thousand dollars, mostly in German money.

At the hearing before the coroner's jury Bucholz

had little to testify, save that he was walking ahead

of Schulte, when, hearing a cry from him, he turned

around and at the same time was struck a blow in the

face. He then ran to the house. At first he was not

the subject of any general suspicion, the murder

being laid to tramps. The State Attorney, James H.
Olmstead, however, susi^ectcd him from the first, and

gave orders for his arrest, which took place Jan. 21,

1879. The testimony showed that he had given Paul

Herscher, a saloon-keeper, four twenty-dollar bills to

keep. These bills bore a series of numbers given in

a memorandum found among Schulte's papers. In

explanation of his possession of this money, Bucholz

claimed that Schulte had paid it to him on the night

of the murder. This and some minor circumstances

gave the case against Bucholz a black look ; the jury

of inquest returned a verdict against him, and he was

confined in the Fairfield County jail. A true bill

was found against him by the grand jury. The first

trial began at Bridgeport, Conn., on Tuesday, Sept. 9,

1879, Chief Justice Park and Judge Sanford on the

bench.

Upon this trial evidence was brought out which

produced great sensation. A witness named Ernest

Stark, a German detective of Pinkertou's agency,

Philadelphia, testified of having been arrested in the

city of Bridgeport, under the name of Edward Som-
ers, during the month of March, 1879, charged with

the crime of forgery. At a preliminary hearing be-

fore the City Court he demurred, and was bound over

to the Superior Court for trial under bonds, failing to

obtain which he was committed to jail, where he soon

ingratiated himself into the good graces and gained

the confidence of William Bucholz.

In the course of a conversation with him Bucholz

disclosed the hiding-place of some of Schulte's money,

in the barn upon the Waring premises. Mr. Stark

then procured bail, went to the Waring place, an<l

found the money in the place designated. He then

returned to Bridgeport and frequently visited Bucholz

in prison. At one of these interviews Stark UAd him

that some one was about to jnirchase the Waring prem-

ises, in hoj)C of finding soinr; of Schulte's money,

whereupon Bucholz informed liim where another

pocket-book was concealed. Stark then, in company

with Eobert Pinkerton, proceeded to the place, and

found it, together with several pieces of gold coin.

All the money found hidden amrmnted to fifty-five

thousand dollars. At no time did he admit to Stark

of having murdered Sciiulte.

Bucholz in this, as well as on the two following

trials, was defended by Gen. W. R. Smith and Alfred

E. Austin, Esq., of Norwalk, and Charles Bollman,

Esq., of New Haven, the State ])cing represented by

State Attorney Olmstead, of Stamford, and Nelson

Taylor, Jr., of Norwalk.

At 4.15 P.M., on Friday, the 10th, Chief Justice Park

finished his charge to the jury, and for the first time

in the history of the Superior Court of Fairfield

County the jury held an all-night session. At twelve

o'clock on the following day they at last came out,

and returned a verdict of murder in the first degree.

On Oct. 15, 1879, a new trial was granted for the

following reason : Joseph R. Lockwood, one of the

jurors, had conversed during the trial with one Thoma.s

Bour concerning the case. For this offense both were

arrested and fined in the City Court of Bridgeport.*

The second trial began Feb. 17, 1880, with Chief

Justice Park and Judge Martin on the bench. The

jury retired to their room at 1 p.m., Monday, Marcli

15th, and after remaining until 8.30 A.M., Thursday,

the 18th, reported a disagreement, and were dis-

charged.

The third trial began April 13th of the same year,

with Judge Beardsley and Judge Culver on the bench.

The charge was given by Judge Beardsley, and on

May 7th the jury returned a verdict of murder in the

second degree. Bucholz was sentenced to States'

prison for life.

THE DRAWBRIDGE DISASTER.

The following f;icts are gathered from the Bridge-

port Farmer of May 1(3 and 17, 1853. The most dis-

astrous railroad accident which ever occurred in this

part of the country took place at the South Norwalk

drawbridge on Friday morning, Jlay 5, 1853. Tlie

ti'ain was the Boston express, which left New York

at 8 A.M.

The New York and New Haven Railroad crosses

the harbor of Norwalk at South Norwalk, one thou-

sand and eighty-six feet east of the depot. On the

bridge over the channel of the harbor, and one hun-

dred and fifty-three feet from the next abutment, there

is a draw, Avhich revolve* horizontally upon a central

abutment, and leaves, when open, two passages of

See Conn. Ocn. Statnto, chnp. S, sec. 10.
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sixty feet each. The bridge was under the care of

William Harford, who was in the employ of the com-

pany as bridge-tender.

At the time of this occui-rence the draw was open,

and the draw-tender was just about to close it. It

had been opened about fifteen minutes before for the

passage of the steamer " Pacific."

The fact of the draw being open was communicated

to the train by a signal, which consisted of a red ball

elevated upon a pole. Unless this ball was in sight,

the trains were forbidden to go upon the bridge.

The train did not stop at Norwalk, and, being about

eight minutes late, was hurrying on its way to make
up lost time. The engineer was at his post, the con-

ductor in the second passenger-car, and unocccupied.

The absence of the ball or signal was unnoticed, or, if

noticed, was unheeded. The train passed the depot

and around the curve at a rate of not less than twenty

miles per hour. "When it reached about three hun-

dred feet of the draw, two sudden sharp alarms of the

whistle were blown ; the engineer, Edward W. Tucker,

the fireman, and the brakeraan leaped from the train,

which rushed on into the open draw. The engine,

tender, baggage-cai", smoking-car, and two passenger-

cars, together with about half of the next car, plunged

some twenty feet into the watery pit below in one

mass of wreck and ruin. Persons who were near and
saw the catastrophe say that the noise of the crash

and the wail of the struggling and dying passengers

were heartrending to a degree which language is

utterly inadequate to describe.

The water being at full tide, nearly all in the for-

ward car were drowned. The number of lives lost

was forty-four, and twenty-five were rescued from the

wreck alive, but badly injured. Among the killed

was Dr. Samuel Beach, of Bridgeport, of whom the

Farmer of May 10, 1853, says: "He was a physician

of acknowledged skill, and had an extensive practice.

His loss will therefore be felt and mourned by a large

circle who regarded him as holding a more intimate

relation than that of a mere friend."

Several other physicians, who, with Dr. Beach, had
been in attendance at a medical convention in New
York, were killed also. These were Dr. W. C. Dwight,

of Brooklyn ; Dr. John 0. Grey, one of the most prom-

inent in Springfield, Mass. ; Dr. Smith, also of Spring-

field ; Dr. Abel S. Pierson, of Salem, Mass. ; and Dr.

Welsh, the leading physician of Hartford, Conn.

The calamity caused great excitement, and indig-

nation-meetings were held, one at Norwalk, and
another at New Haven. The Legislature took the

matter into consideration, and adopted a resolution

requiring all trains to stop at least one minute before

passing any draw.

IIOjST. CLARK BISSELL.

Hon. Clark Bissell was eighth in line from John
Bissell, who was born in 1591, and came from Eng-
land to Plymouth, Mass., in 1626 or 1628, removing

from thence to Windsor, Conn., in 1636 or 1637. The
traditions are that the ancestors of the Bissells were

Huguenots who fled from France about the time of

the massacre of St. Bartholomew (1572) and settled

in Somersetshire, England. There seems to have been

a branch in Worcestershire. The name there was
sometimes spelled Byssell and Bysell. The family

coat-of-arms is thus described in " Burke's Complete

Armory" :
" Gul on a bend or ; three escallops sa

;

crest, a demi-eagle, with wings displayed, sa, charged

on the neck with an escallop, sa; ten besants,—four,

three, two, one."

Clark Bissell was born in Lebanon, Conn., Sept. 7,

1782. He was eldest of three sons. His father was
a farmer in straitened circumstances, and was unable

to aiford his children any further advantages of edu-

cation than were furnished by the district schools of

almost a century ago. With these his eldest son was

not content, and, the village clergyman offering to

give him instruction if he could get time to learn, the

lad obtained Latin and Greek grammars, and, in the

intervals of labor, at morning, noon, and night, fitted

himself for college. When he went to New Haven
to commence his collegiate course, his parents gave

him a " homespun" suit of clothes dyed with butter-

nut, and made from the fleece by his mother's hands

;

and this was all they could give him.

Mr. Bissell maintained himself while in college by

teaching in the schools about New Haven, and grad-

uated with honor and four hundred dollars in debt.

This was in 1806. In the autumn of that year he

went to Maryland, and spent about a year there as

tutor in the family of a Mr. Singleton, on the Eastern

Shore. Returning to Connecticut, he taught school

at Saugatuck (now Westport) for another year, pur-

suing, meanwhile, the study of law under the instruc-

tion of Hon. Samuel B. Sherwood. Having succeeded

in paying off" his debt, he entered the office of Hon.

Roger M. Sherman, where he completed his prepara-

tion for the bar, and in 1809 was admitted to practice.

In June of that year he removed lo Norwalk, and the

following extract from a letter written by Dr. Jona-

than Knight, father of Prof. Knight, of Yale College,

will show at once the manners of the times and the

auspices under which Mr. Bissell commenced life in

Norwalk

:

"Mr. Clark Bissell, who was lately licensed as an

attorney, came in town yesterday, and lives with me.

He has the character of a reputable young man. R.

M. Sherman, Esq., with whom he has last studied,

has given him letters of recommendation to the civil

authorities of the town."

In April, 1811, Mr. Bissell was married to Sally,

daughter of Hon. Samuel B. Sherwood. For nearly

half a century she was to her husband a loving wife,

a faithful companion, and a sympathizing friend.

She died Feb. 27, 1856.

Mr. Bissell, by unwearied industry and scrupulous

fidelity, rose rapidly in his profession. In 1829 he
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was sent from Norwalk to the Legislature, and at the

session of that year was elected a judge of the Su-

preme Court of Errors and Superior Court. He oc-

cupied this position till ISI!!), when he resigned, the

salary of our highest judicial offices heing at that

time only about one-third of the income of a respec-

table lawyer, and entirely inadequate to the sui)port

of a growing family. In 1842 and 1843 he repre-

sented the Twelfth District in the Senate, and in 1847

and 1848 he was successively elected Governor of the

State. While holding this office he accepted the ap-

pointment of Kent professor of law in Yale College,

the duties of which position he continued to dis-

charge till ill health and advancing infirmities of age

compelled him to resign. In 1850 he represented

Norwalk in the General Assembly, a controversy con-

cerning the lower shire-town in Fairfield County, to

which Norwalk was a party, and which was not ter-

minated till 1853, being then pending. After his re-

tii'ement from the law school, Mr. Bissell remained

at his home in Norwalk, occupying himself mainly

in reading and association with his children and

grandchildren, till he sank peacefully to rest on Tues-

day, Sept. 15, 1857, aged seventy-five years and eight

days.

Such is a brief sketch of the life and public services

of Governor Bissell. It is not too much to say of him
that in every department of duty to which he was

called his work was well and faithfully done. As
chief magistrate of this Commonwealth his sound

judgment, his purity of purpose, his unaffected de-

meanor, won the confidence and respect of all parties.

As a member of our highest court of judicature, his

learning, probity, strict impartiality, and uniform

courtesy conferred additional lustre upon the dignity

of the bench. In the Legislature, though he seldom

mingled in debate, yet the breadth and solidity of his

views, his good sense, his keen wit,—sparingly but,

if needful, effectively used,—always placed him in

the first rank. As a lawyer he deserved the high rep-

utation which by common consent was assigned him.

He was a most effective advocate before a jury.

Eeady of speech, earnest and impressive in manner,

clear in arrangement, and possessed, withal, of a

caustic humor, sometimes playful, but when directed

against fraud or falsehood often withering, he had
but few equals in forensic discussion. His industry

was untiring. He prepared his arguments with great

assiduity. He never forgot his client in himself.

Those who secured his services were sure of his every

honorable effort. And, at the same time, he was
faithful to justice. He would not knowingly prose-

cute a fraudulent or unjust cause. An anecdote illus-

trating the estimation in which he was held in this

respect by those who knew him best is this : An em-
inent lawyer was retiring iVom practice

;
among his

clients was one individual a part of whose claim,

there was reason to suspect, was tinctured with con-

scious fraud. He went to his counsel and said, " As

you are going out of practice, what otlier lawyer

would you advise me to employ?" " Well," wan the

reply, "I have generally sent my client* to Judge

Bissell ; but there is this part of your case," and he

mentioned the suspicious jiortion. " If you go to

.ludgc Bissell, you hadn't bclUtr my anyflun'i to him

about tldn."

His duties in the Law department of Yale College

were discharged with the same fidelity which charac-

terized him in all other relations of life. His lectures

to the senior class were of the highest order of that

species of intellectual effort. A letter from one of the

faculty says, "The lectures which he delivered to the

senior class were, in my opinion, the best and most

thorough ever given in this country. I wish they

might be given to the public."

It is, however, as a citizen and a man that the mem-
ory of Governor Bissell is most highly cherislied by

his fellow-townsmen. For half a century he wa.s

ready with heart and hand in every good work.

Was there a public improvement required? It was

unnecessary to ash his assistance
;
every one counted

on his assistance as a matter of course. Was aid

sought for some one in misfortune? It was known
beforehand that no meritorious appeal wa.s made to

him in vain. Were wise counsels needed in muni-

cipal affairs ? From no source could they be obtained

more surely than from him. And these things were

rightly appreciated by the people of Norwalk. The
gathering multitude, the closed stores, the susi)ension

of business, the flags drooping at half-mast on the day

of his funeral obsequies, testified to the common feel-

ing of a public loss.

Governor Bissell's religious character was a matter

peculiarly between his God and himself. He made
no jmrade of piety. For many years a member of the

Congregational Church, he adorned his profession

with a consistent life and conversation. As a man
he possessed the respect of all, the love of many. His

integrity was unbending. He never sacrificed princi-

ple to expediency. He had no small arts to win pop-

ular favor, yet his character was full of winning traits,

A defective vision, making it difficult to distinguish

even members of his own family at the distance of a

few feet, sometimes gave him an air of reserve to those

who were unawai-e of the defect, and who would oc-

casionally meet him without receiving the customary

token of recognition ; but to those who knew him well

there was no reserve about him. To the younger

members of his profession he was ever a friend, ready

with counsel and kind words of encouragement. To
his fanuly he was all that a husband and fiithcr could

be. In his social intercourse his courteous, unobtru-

sive manners, his fund of anecdote, his genial humor,

made him always a very agreeable companion. He
was especially fond of the society of very young per-

sons, and we have heard that in his last sickness, when
his mind, wandering from the scenes around him,

yielded to the illusions of disease, he fancied he was
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playing with little children and tossing them in his

arms. His memory is the memory of the just, and

his rest is with God.

Mr. Bissell was the father of six children,—Samuel

B. S., Edward C, George A., Mary E. (Mrs. C. C.

Betts), Charlotte Charity (wife of Hon. O. S. Ferry),

and Arthur H., who died in infancy.

CHAPTEE LV.

NOBWALK (Continued).

ECCLESIASTICAL.

First Congregational Chnrch of Norwalk—First Congregational Church

of South Norwalk—The Episcopal Church—Baptist Church—The First

Methodist Episcopal Church—The Second Methodist Episcopal Church.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF NORWALK.

This church was organized in the year 1652, and

as a society separate from the town in 1726. Its his-

tory prior to the organization of the society will be

found in the town records elsewhere in this work.

The following is a copy of the call for organizing

the society apart from the town.*

" To Lt. Matthew Seymond, in Norwalk, Greeting, &c.

:

" Pursuant to an act of ye Generall Assembly, passed in October, 172G,

entitled an act for directing how societies shall meet and form themselves

after other societies are drawn off from them,

" In His Majestie's name you are hereby required to warn all ye

inhabitants of ye Prime Ancient Society, in ye township of Norwalk, to

meet together on ye first Friday of March next ensuing ye date liereof,

at eight of ye clock in ye morning, tlien and there to act any thing

proper and lawful for them to act when so met together.

"Joseph Platt,

" Dated at Norwalk, Feb. ye 27, " Justice Ps.

Annoque Domini, 1720-77."

The society met and made choice of " ye Worship-

full Joseph Platt, Esq.," as moderator.

At the same meeting it was voted that measures

should at once be taken to supply " ye vacancy of our

pulpit :

"

" The society, considering ye awfull frowns of heaven upon them for

months past, and are still obvious, concludes it their incumbent duty to

set apart a day for the humbling and abasing their souls before the Lord

by fasting and prayer for redress, by their major vote do appoint Wed-

nesday, ye IStli of this instant Starch, for that solemnity ; and desire

Eev. Mr. Davenport, Mr. Cjok, Mr. Sackett, Mr. Hauley, and Mr. Stur-

geon to grant us their presence and assistance in carrying on ye work of

day."

Mr. Buckingham's rate due last year voted to be

paid as heretofore, " any act of ye town to ye con-

trary notwithstanding."

The following extracts from the society records are

given as showing the action taken at various times

upon such subjects as came up for consideration

:

"March 16, 172G. The society determines to have an Association

Quorum, at least of ye Ministers of this county called, and to associate

with us on Wednesday ye 22d of this instant, March, to advise, direct,

and guide us in ye weighty affair before us."

"March 23, 1726. According to adjournment ye society met. The

Eevd Mr. Cook, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Sacket, & Mr. Hauley associated with

the society.

* E.xtracts from Dr. Edwin Hall's Norwalk.

" The society, by major vote, desires ye IJevd. Association to give them
an answer to ye following question, viz.. Whether it be proper or expedi-

ent that the Kevd Mr. Buckingham be introduced into ye work of ye

ministry in this society or not."

"The Prime Ancient Society in Norwalk moving this Question for

resolution to us ye subscribers associated at their desire in Norwalk,

March 2.3, 1726-27, viz., Wliether, &c,,—We are of opinion that inasmuch

as ye Revd Mr. Buckingham hath resigned his pastoral charge here, con-

sidering j'e distressed circumstances of ye place, and that under the

countenance of ye late Council in this place, who also have signified

themselves persuaded that the interest of religion and edification of souls

are the great ends of ye Gospel ministry, and sorrowfully affected with

the consideration of those ends in this place being greatly obstructed and

disadvantaged. We are of opinion that it is not proper or expedient that

the sd Revd. Mr. Buckingham be introduced into ye work of ye min-

istry in this society, for ye reasons above alleged.

" S.\ML. CooKE,

"Daniel Chapman,

"Thomas Hauley,
" KiCHARD Sacket."

"There was nominated by some persons in the meeting, viz., Mr. John

Curtice of Wetliersfield, Mr. Gilbert Tenant in ye Jersey, Mr. Dunbar of

Boston, and Mr. Chauncey, Jr., of Hadley ; and ye Society crave of the

Revd. Association their particular direction concerning them, or any

other that they shall see meet to direct to us as a person to be applyed to,

with an invitation to a probationary improvement among us in ye min-

istry."

"We ye subscribers associate at Norwalk, March 23, 172G-27, being

applied to by ye Prime Ancient Society in sd Norwalk for advice and

direction, Ac, . . . We are of opinion that as to Mr. Tennant now in the

improvement in ye ministry in the New Jersey, it may not be so proper

to make application to him for the supply of a vacancy here for this

reason, viz.. Because ye paucity of Gospel labourers in those parts : which

requires us ratlier to wish their increase than to take any methods for ye

decrease of their numbers; especially considering our ministry from time

to time earnestly solicited to send Gospel labourers unto those parts,

more than we have been capable of supplying them with ; and do advise

that this society would soon as may be, endeavor to inform themselves

whether there may be a probability of obtaining Mr. Dunbar of Boston

;

and upon such a probability attained, to make application to him for ye

purpose afore sd ; and if tliere shall not be a probability of obtaining the

sd Mr. Dunbar, we advise that the society make application either to ye

said Mr. Curtice or Mr. Chiiuncey, as upon consulting the ministers next

neighbouring either of them, they may be encouraged.

"Saml. Cooke,
" Danl. Chapman",

" Thomas Hauley,

"Richaud Sacket."

" May 10, 1727. The Society . . . determines to send a meet person to

Mr. Chauncey Jr. of Hadley, as upon consulting ye ministers neighbour-

ing to him he may be encouraged; and in case Mr. Chauncey cannot be

obtained, then to apply himself to ye sd ministers for advice to some

other suitable person to apply to, and that lie do his utmost endeavor to

obtain one according to such direction, or to act about ye whole accord-

ing to tlie'best of his discretion, to supply ye vacancy in our pulpit, at

least for a probationary improvement in the ministry among us.

"... Mr. James Brown to proceed upon ye business as above ex-

pressed."

"June 26, 1727. The Society by major vote agree to give the Revd.

Mr. Moses Dickinson a call to supply the vacancy in our pulpit.

"... Made choice of Capt. Joseph Platt, Esq., to go to ye Revd. Gentle-

man, and endeavor to obtain him pursuan t to s"' vote.

" Made choice of Mr. John Bartlett, Capt. Joseph Platt, and Mr. Thos-

Fitch Junr , to provide for, & to treat with ye
s"! gentleman when he

comes."
" July 19, 1727. The Society having had report made from y late Com-

mittee of ye circumstances of ye Revd. Mr. Moses Dickinson, who hath

been with us upon a probationary improvement, with which report they

are well satisfied as to the gentleman's circumstances ; and do hereby

give the 6<i Revd. Gentleman a call to y' work of y' ministry among us;

provided yo Revd. Elders now convened in this place give their approba-

tion thereunto, voted in y« affirmative 7.'>, Contra 30."

" The Society determines to move to the Rev. Elders for a resolve re-

specting the circumstances of y« Revd. Mr. Dickinson, and whether they

advise to the call above s'l.

" There being severall pei-sons of this Society under scruples respecting

the relation they stand in to ye Revd. Mr. Buckingham, that is to say,
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whether gentleman be regularly (lischarRed from his pastorall relation

to y Chh. and people of this place; the Society tiikiiig thin matter into

consideration, do move to y° Kevd. Klilcm convened, tliat tliey would

give their opinion in the premises, tliat Bucli persons may receive satis-

faction in tljat matter."

"July 20, 1727. The society receiving from y" Revd. Elders associated, an

answer to y" foregoing matter of scruple, and it was read off as followcth :

"A Quorum of Faii-flolJ Association Occasionaly convened in Nor-

walk .July 10th, 1727.

" Whereas it is Signifyed to us from ye records of ye Society that there

are sevorall persons of this Society unilcr Scru[iles respecting the rela-

tion they stand in to ye Revd. Mr. liuckingham. That is to say wdiether

ye said Gentleman be Regularly Discharged from his pastorall Relation

to ye Church and people of this place ; and that our opinion in this case

is desired.

"In answer whereunto we Declare this to be onr Opinion that the

Revd. Mr. Buckingham hath been regularly Discharged from bis pas-

torall Relation to ye Church anil people of this i)lace ; And offer upon it

as followeth ; viz. (1) The Condition of this Church and people hath been

for a considerable time greviou.sly jierplex*! it Divided; whereof a very

great part have been so distanced in att'ec^tion fr<jm their Late ptistor, that

the Cui'e of it after a Considerable time of Ti-yidl, hath appeared even

to be Disi)aired of; Whereas also it apjieared to us, that Savcing Ends of

ye Gospel Ministry here may not generally be attained, which in ye

Judgment of late Counsel and in our Opinion is Cause Justifying ye pas-

tor's Resigning his pastorall Ottice, as to ye E.tercisc of it in ye place of

his Improvement; We propose the following Scriptures to be well Consid-

ered. Ephe. 4; 11, 12, Our ascended Lord gave ye gifts of y« Ministry

to men for ye Edifying ye Body of Chi ist : Where y Edifying ye Body

is expressly Set down as a main End of Gospel fllinistry. Now the prin-

ciple End being Generally Obstructed, and that after a Convenient Time

of Waiting, may be well interpreted as a call from above to y*' Minister

that hath been improved, Humbly to yield himself to —

—

— that Christ

our Lord and ye interest of innnortal Souls may increase and flourish
;

John 3d, aoth. We have also considered James ;Jd, ICth, Where envying

and strife is, there Confusion and every evil work. Now this we have

thought ye Malancholly Condition of this Place ; & have been Reaay to

account the Method of ye Council in their late Doings accepting ye Revd.

Gentleman's Resignation, & supplying the Sanction of their authority

thereunto to be a pi'oper and probable Remedy of ye uidiappy Distemper

of this place. (2) The Revd. Mr. Buckingham, as we understand, appear-

ing in the late Council, affected with ye Sorrowful state of ye place and

ye improbability of his future service here. Did Seriously, Solemidy, &
willingly resign his pastorall Relation to ye Church and people of the

place ; which was in his power to Do so far as Concerns an act of bis.

And the s'' Resignation being willingly made by him, we apprehend no

injury Done him. Because an injury to a willing mind cannot be Done.

We propose John 3d, 30th, he must increase, but I must Decrease.

Which example of that Great man, than wlK)m a greater was not Born of

Women, We do understand presidential oven to ye ministers of ye Gospel

in our Times, when this continuing in the exercise the Gospel ministry

may be justly thought to interfere with the Generall Spiritnall good of

Precious Souls.

" 3. The Resignation of ye Revd. Mr. Buckingham in ye presence of ye

society's com'tee, before ye council, ye authority whereof we suppose not

proper for ye good people of this place to question, who have come into

our ecclesiastical constitution ami accepted our articles of administering

Chh. discipline; yet for ye satisfaction of any of our people of this place,

we mention ye fifteenth Chapter of ye Acts ; and thence observe, that ye

council at Jerusalem (ye pattern for Chh. councils in Gospel times) in the

difficulties that had arisen, in ye church of Aniioch, &c., did undertake

to determine that difference, in authoritative way. Acts 15: 2. 'To

whom we gave no such commandment.' Now commandment is a word

necessarily implying authority—see also verse 28. ' It seemed good to

ye Holy Ghost & to us to lay no greater burden,' &c., which expression

to us implies authority, carrying an obligation in it on ye Chh. and

people that applyd to ye council, see also verse 29 ;
' From which if ye

keep yourselves ye shall do well ;' whence followeth yt ye Chh., which

applied to the council at Jerusalem, if they did not observe the order of

council, they should not do well, for that ye conclusion of council were

ye highest authority, not to be controlled or disputed.

" 4. The Resignation of yo Revd. Mr. Buckingham being authorized

by his proper judges, that is to say, yo council of ye elders & Chhs. of

this county, the bond of his relation to this society, as pastor, is dis-

solved it ceaseth (whereupon it followeth that ye bond of ye relation of

this Chh. and every member thereof to ye sd Mr. Buckingham, their late

pastor, is also dissolved and ceaseth).

" Unto yo above we only add ag ye Bcr. Mr. Bucklngliam hatti form-

ally di.'clarcd himself willing hi be directed by ye minUlcn of tliln a/untry

;

now then as we account it on his |jart a good oliservanw of order, for the

future to forbear the exercise of ye pa»t</ral ofllcc, Ut »ay, preaching and

adniiitiHtering any sacraments in this pla';e; so also, ye gr>od ic C1iri»-

tian )jeopIe of this jiliu e will, in our opinion, show tlieniiodveii men of

oi(l<M- to contriljute their part to such a direction of our axwidation.

" (Jur thoughts in relation ti) ye mntion of this society to the Kevd. Mr.

Moses Dickinson, we offer as followeth, vizt

:

" That we are all gliul of an opportunity now to nignify the great re-

spect and value we have for ye Revd. Mr. Mob(« DickinD'jn, and the Hatte-

fying i)rosi)ect we have of his well answering ye necesnities of this desti-

tute society, and with all cbeerfiilneiis iiesure ye good people thereof, of

our good approbation of this society's having their eyes upon tlic Revd.

and valuable gentlennin for ye work of yo ministry here, wliemtoevcr it

ajjpears to us that ye condition or proviso of ye Presbytery releasing him

from a jiastoral relation to ye people of Maidenhea'l, &':., appears abso-

lutely & in fact to be by judgment of fliat Presbytery completed.

" A true copy.

"Samuf.f, Cook,
*^ Scribey

"The society by a vote of Eighty eight, none appearing in the nega-

tive, do invite and call yo Revd. gentleman to ye work aud labor of ye

ministry among them.

" Agreed and concluded to defray the charge of transportation of ye

sd Mr. Dickinson and family, whensoever he may be obtained to move

unto us."

A committee appointed for this purpo.sc and to

provide a house, etc.

"... Appointed ye Worshipfull .loseph Piatt, Esq. to attend yc Revd.

Mr. Dickinsim liome into ye Jersies, and also to endeavour the obtaining

from yo Revd. Presbytery there, the Revd. Mr. Dickinson's discharge

from ye Chh. and people of Maidenhead."

On the society book is recorded at length the min-

utes of the Fairfield Association, in a meeting at Wil-

ton, Aug. 29, 1727, in which they approve of the

doings of the council at Norwalk
;
and, it ajipcaring

that Mr. Dickinson was now dismissed by his Presljy-

tery, the association advise the society of Norwalk to

repeat their call, which they did in full form on Nov.

1, 1727.

"Jan. 10, 1727-28. The society grants ten pounds to Mr. James Brown

for his service at yo General Court, in answering ye memorial against

the select men, preferred at New Haven in October last to the General

Court by Mr. Stephen Buckingham. Also granted 20«. to Lieut. Samuel

Conistock, which he paid to Mr. Fowler, lawyer, to assist in ye cause

above said.

" May 10, 1728. Made choice of Joseph Piatt, Esq., to represent the

inhabitants of ye said society, to answer ye memorial of Mr. Stephen

Buckingham. Made choice of Thomas Fitch, Esq.. Mr. James Brown,

and John Copp, committee to prepare what is needful to be sent to Capt.

Piatt, who is now at ye said As.'ieuibly, by a safe hand, if such can I'e

obtained, or else to send a man diroclly from hence to Capt. Piatt.

" At a meeting of yo Prime ancient Society of ye Town of Norwalk,

convened I\Iay 7, 1720. . . . Made choice of Jlr. Janu-s Brown and Tho&

Fitch, Esq.. to appear in behalf of the society at the General Court, to

be held at Hartford this present month ; there to answer a Petition

exhibited to sd court against the town of Norwalk by the Revd. Mr.

Stephen Buckingham.
" The society imi>owers Mr. .lames Brown (that if he finds yo above-

named Mr. Fitch engaged on ye petitioner's side) to employ or improve

(if he see it ueedfnl) an attorney at Hartfoiil to aid ami assist him in ye

premises."

" Dec. 22, 1729. The society, by ma,ior vote, determines that a receipt

from under the R«ud of yo Revd. Mr Caner, brought by any of ye l^luirch

of England in this society (so declai ing themselves, and intending as ye

law* in that case mentions^, for so much paid him as he or they arc

At a General Assembly held in Hartford, May, 1727, it was cnncted,

. . . That, "If it so happen that there be a society of the Church of

England whore there is a person in orders acconliug to the Cmons of

the Church of England sottleil and abiding among thorn, and iwrforming

divine service, so near to any person that hath declared himself of the
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assest by this society in the minister's rate of said society ; wliich receipt

or receipts, so delivered to ye collector of the minister's rate, shall be a

sufficient discharge to ye said collector as if gathered by said collector

and paid the said Mr. Caner, and thereby obtained his receipt for the

same."

" At a meeting of ye Prime Society* in Norwalk with the Professors

of the Church of England inhabitants of said society, legally warned

and being convened at ye old school-house in said society, Feb. 2, 1740-

47 . . . Grant a rate of one penny the pound on all polls and ratable

estate of all the inhabitants within ye limits of said society, towards

completing ye town-house ; said house to be improved for school society's

meetings of ye inhabitants in said society, as pr grant of ye town at their

last annual meeting."

" Dec. 14, 1747. Voted, that Saml. Fitch, Esq., shall sit in ye pew next

ye pulpit stairs, with the rest of ye authority."

" Dec. 17, 1750. Determine to glaze the meeting-Iiouse with sasli-glass

7 & 9 inches ... A committee appointed to perform the same ; and

are impowered to sell and dispose of ye glass and lead belonging to ye

windows, in order to purchase glass and otlier materials for ye same."

"At a meeting of the Prime Ancient Society in Norwalk, assembled

Dec. 2.5, 17.j4, . . . The society by vote manifest their willingness that his

Honor the Governor should choose any place in ye meeting-house to erect

a pew for himself and family. Ye society send 3 men to treat with his

Honor in the affair.

"At the same meeting, ye said society grants the head of two fore

seats in the meeting-house, on ye women's side, to erect a pew for his

Honor the Governor to sit in ; which is left to the discretion of David

Benedict, Doct. Uriah Rogers, and Mr. Joseph Piatt, a committee ap-

pointed to build said pew at ye society's charge."

" Dec. 10, 1755. The society by vote desire the Justices to remove and

sit in the pew witli their wives."

At the same meeting the society desire the com-

mittee appointed to erect tlie Governor's pew to do

what they shall think proper to adorn the pew where

the Governor now sits, in lieu of building a pew.

In February, 1 764, the society, with the concurrence

of Mr. Dickinson, voted to take measures to procure

Church of England, that he can conveniently and doth attend the public

woiship there, then the collector, having first indifferently levied the

ta.\. as aforesaid, shall deliver the taxes collected of such persons de-

claiing themselves, and attending as aforesaid, unto the minister of the

Church of England living near unto such pereons; which minister shall

have full power to receive and recover the same, in order to his support

in the place assigned to him."

The same act gave power to any society of the Church of England to

levy on themselves greater taxes at their own discretion fur the support

of their minister.

"And the parishionere of the Church of England, attending as afore-

said, are hereby excused from paying any ta.xes for the building meeting

houses for the present established churches of this government."

The General Assembly held at Hartford, May 8, 1727, enacted " That

where there are such dissenters as are commonly called Quakers, who
do attend the worehip of God in such way as is allowed by said act [in

the 7th of Queen Anne, a.d. 1708] within this colony, or are so situated

that they may and do attend the service out of tlie limits of this gov-

ernment in any such meeting aforesaid, and shall produce a certificate

from such a society of their having joined themselves to them, and that

they do belong unto their society, that he or they shall be excused from

contributing to the support of the established ministry, and from con-

tributing or paying any tax levied for the building any meeting-house or

houses in the society where they dwell."

The General Assembly held at New Haven, Oct. 9, 1729, also granted,

"That for the future the same privilege and exemption from tlie charges

aforesaid as was granted by this Assembly in May last unto the people

called Quakers is hereby allowed unto them [the people called Baptists]

under the like regulations, any law, usage, or custonr to the contrary

notwithstanding."

"At this time," says Prof. Kingsley, "there were in Connecticut but

two or three congregations of Episcopalians and two of Baptists, all of

which were small, and no congregation of Quakers."

* The schools were managed by the Prime Ancient Society ; their

votes concerning districts, school-houses, &c., at their annual meeting-s

being put on record from time to time.

a colleague
;
provided that means for the support of

such colleague could be furnished by subscription,

without laying any burden upon the society as such.

In March report was made to the society that such

subscriptions were furnished.

Mr. Tennent having preached some Sabbaths on

probation, the society, by vote, unanimously invited

him to settle as colleague with Mr. Dickinson, Nov.

13, 1764.

" Dec. 17, 17n4. Thomas Hanford appointed to collect Mr. Learning's

rate."

Mr. Tennent wished to retain his connection with

the Presbytery, which the society, by mutual under-

standing, allowed, provided Mr. Tennent should
" unite with us and with the Association in the Ec-

clesiastical constitution of the colony." The Pres-

bytery, however, understood it otherwise, and ap-

pointed a time and a committee of their own for the

installation. Whereupon, June 12, 1765, after a suit-

able preamble, the society voted thus

:

"This society, by a copy from the minutes of the Presbytery, are in-

formed that Mr. Tennent declared his acceptance of the call of the soci-

ety, upon condition that he shall still continue a member of the synod of

New York and Philadelphia, and of New Brunswick Presbytery
; . . but

at the same time professed his desire and intention to hold communion,

and be in connection, with tlie Revd. association aforesaid, as far as is

consistent with liis continuing in his relation to said synod: and that

thereupon the said Presbytery had presumed that this church and soci-

ety complied with the condition annexed by Mr. Tennent, to his accept-

ance of their call (which was made on very dilTerent terms) ; and accord-

ingly have assumed to themselves a right to appoint and did appoint the

time of installment, and a committee of their own to officiate therein.

On consideration of all which, tliis society is of opinion, that the annex-

ing the condition aforesaid to the acceptance of the call aforesaid. Is a pro-

posal subversive of the foundation on which the agreement and proceed-

ings of the society were predicated ; and the proceedings of the Presby-

tery in consequence thereof is an attempt to draw the church and soci-

ety off from the constitution in which they are united, and to lead them
to renounce the relations they stand in, and esteem too sacred to be vio-

lated ; and do also view such appointment of the time and peisons for

installment, as an imposition on the society ; and therefore is to be

treated with neglect. Therefore, the society do declare, that they can-

not comply with the abovesaid conditions and appointment ; but are

obliged to look on Mr. Tennent's annexing such embarrassment to his

acceptance, tantamount to a denial of the invitation made him, etc., etc."

In consequence of this the society appointed a

committee to rent the house and land which they had
purchased as a parsonage for the colleague pastor.

An explanation followed: Mr. Tennent declared that

he never expected or intended that the society should

be under the power of the Presbytery ; and signified

his readiness to accept the call, if this explanation

should prove satisfactory. Whereupon the society

voted their approval and desired his settlement, add-

ing, in their vote, June 19, 1765, that " Nevertheless,

it is expected, that before his installment, a certificate

be produced from the Revd. Presbytery aforesaid, of

Mr. Tennent's being i-eleased from them, agreeably to

the tenor of the above proposals, in order to make
way for a regular settlement here, and a full union

with the association here, on the constitution of this

colony."

" Dec. 16, 1765. Nathan Burwell, Jr., to collect Mr. Leaming's rate.

" Dec, 17CG. Ebenezer Church to collect Mr. Leaming's rate.
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"Dec. 14,1707. GooM Hoyt dioseu collector of Mr. Loamlng's Inst

year's rate, llkewi.se for the iiresoiit yc.'ir'H ruto.

"Dec. 20, 1708. Asa lloyt clioBeii collector of y<i C'ljurcli iif Hi](.'laiiil

professors.

"Dec. 11, 1709. Garner Olmsted to collect of tlie (Jliurcli of Knglaml

professors.

"Dec. 10, 1770. John Saunders to collect Mr. Learning's rate.

"Dec. 15, 1771. Matthew Reed, collector of Mr. Leaiiiiiig's rate.

" Dec. 21, 1772. Mii-ajah Nash clio.scn to collect Mr. Ijcaniliig's rate

(afterwards excused and Isaac Camp chosen in his room).

" Dec. i:i, 1773. Garner Olmsted chosen collector of tax on ye profes-

sors of ye Church of England.

" Dec. 14, 1774. Garner Olmsted collector of ye professors of ye

Cliurch of England.

"Dec. 11, 1775. Daniel Church collector of ye professors of yo Church

of England.

" Dec. 9, 1770. Saml. White chosen collector of yo Church of England

Professore.

"Dec. 8, 1777. Barnabas Merwino CoUoc. of yo Church of England

professors.

"Dec. 14, 1778. John Saunders collector of Mr. Learning's rate."

Before the next annual meeting the town was burnt

by the British, and Hev. Mr. Learning retired witli

the invaders to their fleet.

" Dec. 11, 1709. Putto vote, whether the society will repair the meet-

ing house according to the report of those persons desired to view the

same; that is to say, to put on a new roof, and new side the house, and

to make new window frames, so far as should be necessary. Passed in

the affirmative."

" Dec. 15, 1771. The committee heretofore appointed to repair the

meeting house, are requested to do the same in the month of May next,

etc., . . and then to colour ye sd house."

"Jan. 8, 1772. Whereas the Kov. Mr. Treat, of New York, applied to

the committee of this society, desiiing them to call the society together,

that he might inform them that a call is presented to the Rev. Mr. Ten-

nent in Charles Town in South Carolina, and to acquaint the society

with the reasons for the application made to Mr. Tennent, and also to

know whether the society will concur with Mr. Tennent in calling a

council to deliberate upon the affairs of tlie call; and also further signi-

fied that it was the earnest desire of the Rev'd Mr. Tennent that the so-

ciety shouhl be convened for the purpose aforesaid ; and whereas the

society being, now convened in consequence of sd requests; and the

Revd. Mr. Treat having informed this meeting of the call from sd

church in Charles Town, iSc.

" The question was put whether this society will concur with the

Revd. Mr. Tennent in calling a council for the purpose aforesd. The so-

ciety having taken these matters into consideration, and seriously delib-

erated upon them, are of opinion, that as there doth not appear any

cause arising in the society, or any matter subsisting between Mr. Ten-

nent and the society that makes it necessary or expedient for the society

to desire a council, Therefore the society Resolve the above question in

the negative."

".Jan. 14, 1772. Whereas the Consociation of the Western District of

Fairfield County, now met in this society to consider and determine a

case of no less importance than the expediency of the Rev. Mr. Tennent's

dismission from the i):istoral relation to this church and society, in con-

sequence of a call, etc. . . . have notified this society of sd meeting, so

that they may have an opportunity to bo heard if they have anything to

oft'er in the case. . . . Voted and agreed by this society that the reasons

offered for Mr. Tennent's dismission are altogether insufficient, etc., . . .

and that they are entirely against Mr. Tennent's being dismissed, and do

not cftnsent to the sd Blr. Tennent's dismission from us; and that a copy

of this vote be presented to sd council speedily, to signify our minds in

ye aforesaid case."

"Jan. 22, 1772. [The society considering at length the reasons offered

by the Consociation ; and] Having seriously weighoil the several matters

and proceedings with the effects and conse<iuences which may probably

follow a non-comidiance, are of opinion that considering the same, and

the steps taken to effect it, has rendered Mr. Tennent's usefulness in this

society much less than it otherwise might have been, if not altogether at

an end, Therefore, in compliance with his earnest recjuest, and in defer-

ence to the opinion and advice of the venerable Council, etc., . . . do sig-

nify that if ho desires the council to bo convened, or shall convene the

same for their approbation thereof, or for his discharge from any other

relation or connexions, this society lias nothing to object."

In October, 1773, Mr. Cotton was employed to

preach till the next annual meeting, and on Dec. 13,

1773, "tlic corninittcc ai)i)ointcd to look out for an-

other itiinister to jireacii on jjrobatioii are dc.-^ired to

return tlie soeic^ty's thanks to Mr. Cotton for hi.s good

service here, and to pay hiin honorably for the same."

Dec. G, ]77(i, Mr. Kittleta.ss wa.s preaching here.

May 11, 1778, the society voted to invite Mr. Fenn

to preach; in December, 1778, to invite Mr. Kobin-

son. April, 1780, the coininittee were directed to hire

Mr. Mourdock; Aug. 27, 1782, to invite Mr. Tullar;

Dec. 9, 1782, voted that Mr. Tullar shall be invited

to settle here as a minister in this society ; but Dec.

26, 1782, this vote was reconsidered and made void,

" by reason there were but few people at the former

meeting."

Sept. 5, 1783, desired the coininittee to invite Mr.

William Lockwood to preach in the society. June

17, 1784, Mr. Spalding had been employed, and was

desired to preach two or three months longer. Dec.

13, 1784, the committee were directed to invite Mr.

Sherman to preach on probation.

Second Tuesday in October, 1785, the society called

Rev. Mr. Burnet to be their minister, to be installed

" on the second day of November next."

MINISTERS.

Thomas Hanford began to preach in 1G")2; or-

dained in 1654, and died in 1693, after laboring in the

ministry here forty-one years.

Stephen Buckingham was ordained Nov. 17, 1697

;

resigned Feb. 24, 1727, having labored in the minis-

try here about thirty years.

Moses Dickinson was installed in 1727, and died

May 1, 1778, in the eighty-third year of his age,

having been jtastor nearly fifty-one years.

William Tennent was installed colleague pa.^tor

with Mr. Dickinson in 1765. Having been called to

Charleston, S. C, he was dismissed in 1772, after a

ministry of seven years.

Matthias Burnet, D.D., was installed Nov. 2, 178-5,

and died June 30, 1806, in the twenty-first year of his

ministry in this church, and in the fifty-eighth year

of his age.

Roswell R. Swan was ordained Jan. 14, 1807, and

died March 22, 1819, in the thirteenth year of his

ministry, and the forty-first year of his age.

Sylvester Eaton was ordained Oct. 4, 1820. and dis-

missed Feb. 28, 1827, in the seventh year of his min-

istry.

Henry Benedict was installed Aug. 13. 1828, and

dismissed Feb. 22, 1832, in the fourth year of his

ministry.

Edwin Hall, D.D., was installed June 14, 1832, and

after a ministry of twenty-three years was dismissed

April 24, 1855, to accept the jirofessorship of system-

atic theology in the seminary at Auburn, X. Y.

William B. Weed was installed June 27, 18.5.5, and

died Dec. 13, 1860, in the sixth year of his ministry.
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Joseph Anderson was installed April 3, 1861, and

dismissed Oct. 12, 1864, in the fourth year of his

ministry.

Thomas S. Childs, D.D., was installed Feb. 6, 1866.

Rev. Mr. Dunham. Rev. John A. Hamilton, in-

stalled April 8, 1874
;
present pastor.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CIIURCII, SOUTH NOR-
WALK.

This church was organized Jan. 3, 1836, by Rev.

Edwin Hall, with the following members: John Bou-

ton, Daniel K. Nash, James Warner, Betsey Bouton,

Sally Nash, David Low, Mary Low, E. G. Wheeler,

Sarah B. Wheeler, David Swords, Hannah Swords,

Stephen G. Ferris, Raymond Benedict, Nancy Bene-

dict, Ruth H. Bouton, Ann Raymond, Arnot A.

Nash, Deborah C. Nash, Jacob Nash, Anna Nash,

Esther Benedict, Ann Downs, Thomas Guyer, Han-
nah Guyer, Maria Warner, Mary C. Warner, Jasjier

W. Smith, Jane C. Smith, Sally Hawley, Hannah
Rockwell, Harriet B. Benedict, William H. Benedict,

James Qnintard, Sally Quintard, Margaret Quintard,

Sally Seymour, Sarah E. White, Mary A. Quintard,

Esther M. Bouton, Samuel G. Warren, Almirah Bou-

ton, Sarah Bouton, Eliza Knapp, Susan Warren, Sam-
uel F. Richards, Betsey Bouton, Mary White, Mary
Guyer, Mary Guyer (Benedict), Sally Raymond, Mary
Brown, Polly Wood, Ira Seymour, Asa Benedict,

Ruth Benedict, Dinah Smith, George Benedict, Sarah

J. Benedict, Amaryllis Thayer, Nancy Hoyt, Lydia

Smith, Julia Ann Benedict, Stephen S. Comstock,

Lydia Warren.

The first deacons were John Bouton, Daniel K.

Nash, and Stephen G. Ferris. The church edifice

was erected in 1835. The following is a list of the

pastors: Rev. James Knox, April, 1836, to April,

1839; Rev. John B. Shaw, 1839 to 1841 ; Rev. Fran-

cis B. Woodworth, February, 1842, to February, 1844;

Rev. Z. K. Hawley, April, 1844, to May, 1848 ; Rev.

S. Haight, July, 1848, to September, 1851 ; Rev. D.

A. Austin, October, 1851, to February, 1866; Rev. H.

N. Dunning, February, 1866, present incumbent.

The present olBcers are Stejihen G. Ferris, George

Benedict, Clarence Nash, Edward Beard, Nelson

Dickerman, and Marshall Tolles. The church has a

membership of about four hundred and forty-six.

THE EPISCOPAL CIIURCII.
'

The Episcopal Church of St. Paul's Parish was in-

corporated in 1737, and a small building erected, which

was afterwards converted into a parsonage, and a

larger one, fifty-five by forty feet, erected in 1743. In

1779 this was burnt, together with the town of Nor-

walk, by Gen. Tryon ; but in 1780, when the people

had been impoverished and scattered by this disaster

and the removal of their pastor, the parish erected a

temporary church edifice, and in 1785 rebuilt upon
the former foundation. The building was consecrated

by Bishop Seabury. In 1840 the society unanimously

resolved to build the edifice now erected, seventy-seven

by fifty-five feet ; tower projecting nine feet
;
vestry in

the rear, nine feet
;
height of the steeple, one hundred

and fifty feet.

The following is a list of the clergy who have

ofiiciated in this parish since its incorporation : 1737,

Rev. Henry Caner, a missionary of the Society for the

Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts
; 1738,

Rev. Richard Caner; 1749, Rev. John Ogilvie
;
1751,

Rev. John Fowle
; 1756, Rev. Dr. Dibble, ofStamford

;

1758, Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Leaming, who was removed

by Gen. Tryon in 1779
;
1780, Rev. Dr. Dibble, of

Stamford; 1784, Rev. John Bowdeh, D.D.
;

1789,

Rev. Mr. Foot; 1790, Rev. George Ogilvie; 1797,

Rev. William Smith, D.D.
;
1800, Rev. Henry Whit-

lock; 1811, Rev. Bethel Judd; 1813, Rev. Mr. John-

son; 1814, Rev. Bethel Judd; 1816, Rev. Reuben

Sherwood
;
1830, Rev. Mr. Atwater

;
1830, Rev. Jack-

son Kemper, D.D.
;
1835, Rev. James C. Richmond

;

1836, Rev. William Cooper Mead, D.D. The present

pastor is Rev. C. M. Selleck.

THE NORWALK BAPTIST CHURCH.

This church was organized Aug. 31, 1837, in the First

Congregational church, the council being composed

of delegates from the churches in Weston, Danbury,

Stamford, Stratfield, and Redding. The first officers

of the church were: Deacons, Noah Weed, Andrew
Turney

;
Clerk, Alonzo C. Arnold. The first pastor

was Rev. William H. Card. The constituent mem-
bers were Noah Weed, William Wakeman, Andrew
Turney, Josiah Raymond, Jr., Alonzo C. Arnold,

Mrs. Abby Fitch, Mrs. Betsey Gaylor, Mrs. Eliza

Mills, Mrs. Sarah Stephens, Mrs. Catharine Fitch,

Mrs. Charity Smallhorn, Mrs. Mary Knapp, Miss

Emily Knapp, Miss Hannah Knapp, Miss Julia

Burchard.

The church edifice was commenced in the spring of

1839, and dedicated March 11, 1840.

Name and term of service of each pastor : 1838-39,

Rev. William H. Card; 1840-47, Rev. James J.

Woolsey; 1847-50, Rev. J. Chaplin; 1850-51, Rev.

N. Boughton
;
1851-53, Rev. J. J. Woolsey; 1853-56,

Rev. William C. Ulyat; 1856-^59, Rev. L. D. Gowe'n;

1859-61, Rev. George W. Lasher; 1861-73, Rev. 0.

W. Gates
; 1873, Rev. E. D. Bentley.

The present officers are : Pastor, Rev. E. D. Bentley

;

Deacons, A. Ambler, D. M. Fillow, C. P. Turney, R.

A. Fillow, and S. Arlington; Clerk, J. L. Ambler;

Treasurer, R. A. Fillow ; Prudential Committee,

pastor, deacons, and clerk. The number of present

members is two hundred and fifty-four.

The church was originally composed in part of

members of the Milton Baptist Church, which dis-

banded at the time this church was organized. It

worshijied for a time in the academy, then standing

on the green, afterwards in the town-house, until

their church edifice was dedicated, in 1840. The
pastorates of Revs. Woolsey, Gowen, and Gates were

those in which the church made the most progress.
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In 1870 the church building was entirely renovated

and remodeled inside, and refurnished, the repairH

costing about fourteen thousand dollars. The Sun-

day-school has a membership of two hundred and

twenty-five, and has been fifteen years under the

superintendency of J. L. Ambler.

FIRST METHODIST EPISCOPAL CIIUllCII, SOUTH
NORWALK.

The first Methodist sermon was preached in this

place in 1787 by a young minister named Cornelius

Cook, but Methodism was formally introduced into

Norvvalk—as, indeed, in New England—by Jesse

Lee. Stevens, in his " History of Methodism," says,

" On the 17th June, 1789, Jesse Lee preached his

first sermon in New England at Nbrwalk, Conn."

He was denied the use of either house or barn for

this purpose
;
so, taking his stand on the public high-

way, under an apple-tree and surrounded by about

twenty hearers, he says, " I preached on John iii. 7 :

'Ye must be born again.' " In his diary he wrote,

"After preaching I told the people that I intended

being with them again in two weeks. Who knows

but I shall yet have a place in this town where I may
lay my head ?"

The organization of a church occurred in 1790, and

the services were held in the old red school-house

that stood on the site now occupied by the store of

Nash Brothers. Here a remarkable revival occurred

in 1816. In this year the society felt sti'ong enough to

erect its first house of worship, on the site of the

joresent church. This building remained until 1843,

when a new one was substituted for it, capable of

holding about four hundred and fifty jiersons, and in

1856 Avas enlarged, and is the one now occujjied by

the society.

One name stands consjiicuous among the early mem-
bers of the church,—viz., that of Absalom Day, a man
of unusual ability. Devoted to all the interests of the

church, he served it with great fidelity and success.

Gideon Wilcox was also a prominent member and

officer of the church in its early days, and gave to it

three sons,—Noah, William, and Matthew,—who each

served the church faithfully and well.

Norwalk continued as a part of a circuit, served by

two or more itinerant ministers, each i^reaching in

regular turn, until 1834. Among these were Elijah

Hebbard, Abram S. Francis, and others. The jiastors

that have served the church since it became a station

are as follows: 1834, Luther Mead; 1835-36, Davis

Stocking; 1837-38, Josiah L. Dickcrson
; 1839, Cyrus

Foss; 1840, William Thatcher; 1841, Gad N. Smith;

1842, L. C. Cheney; 1843-44, Harvey Husted ;
1845-

46, William C. Hoyt; 1847, Jacob Shaw; 1848-49,

Buel Goodsell; 1850-51, S. W. King; 1852-53, Mor-
ris Hill; 1854, L. A. Nickerson; 1855-56, F. Bot-

tome
; 1857, George C. Crevy

;
1858-59, Hart F. Pease

;

1860-61, J. J. Woolley
;
1862-63, Albert Nash ; 1864r-

65, L. P. Perry
;
1866-68, W. H. Simonson

;
1869-71,

D. A. Goodsell
; 1872-73, W. H. Thoma.s

;
1874, F. P.

Tower; 1875-77, W. H. Simonson (second term);

1878, W. H. Boole; 1879-80, J. V. Saunders, the

present pastor.

Among the membership who have taken a deep

!
interest in and rendered .substantial aid to the church

was the late Mr. Eix'iiczer Hill, who long and faith-

fully ministered to tin; temporal and sjjirilual welfare

of the church until called to his heavenly reward, in

the year 1875.

The present officers of the church are : Trastees,

Ebenezer Hill, William H. Duncan, T'urr Nash, C. F.

Hallock, J. P. Trellutr, Charles Smith, Dr. Mossnian,

Scth Beniington, .lames Crolden
;

Stewards, C. H.

Wheeler, Henry I. Smith, James A. Brown, John B.

Wheeler, J. S. Dunning, L. P. Foote, Franklin A.

Smith, Charles E. Seymour, John W. Powell ; Class-

leader, William S. Bailey. The present membership

is three hundred and fifty.

There is connected with the church a fiourisliing

Sunday-school, of which Thomas I. Raymond is the

superintendent. It has fifty-one officers and teachers,

two hundred and eighty scholars, and four hundred

and twenty-five books in its library.

Since the organization of the church tlircc others

have been formed from it,—viz., tlie Second Meth-

odist Episcopal Church, at Norwalk, the Third Meth-

odist Episcopal Church, at Rowayton, and the Fourth

Methodist Episcopal Church, at East Norwalk, each

of which, like the parent church, is in a flourish-

ing condition. Thus, if ninety-three years ago ]\Ieth-

odism was planted in Norwalk by the hand and heart

of Jesse Lee, every door barred against him, and

only the highway to receive him, it has grown and

flourished until now it has four churches, over one

thousand members, and an equal number of Sunday-

school children. The prophecy of the old i)ionecr

of Methodism has been fulfilled when almost a cen-

tury ago he wrote, " Who knows but I may yet have

a place in this town where I may lay my head?" for,

were his return to earth a possible event, he would

see that he had not labored in A'ain.

SECOND METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.*

Although the congregation had met as an organiza-

tion for some time previous to 1861, with Dr. Asa Hill,

local elder, as preacher, it appeared for the first time

on the minutes for that year, when the first Confer-

ence preacher was sent to them. No more definite

history of the organization or of the fii^st officers ap-

pears on record, nor any account of the number of

members.

The church building was erected in IStiO. and dedi-

cated December 6th of that year by Bishop Janes.

The pastors have been: 1861-62, Nathaniel Mead;
1863-65, Samuel H. Smith

;
1866-68, John S. Breck-

enridge
;
1869-72, I. Simmons ; 1873, John Pegg, Jr.

;

* Omitriliutoil l\Y B. W. Maples.
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1874-76, Robert H. Jones; 1877-78, C. S. Williams;

1879 to date, C. S. Wing.

The above is all the information given by the

meagre and miserably-kept church records. From
other sources I have gathered the following

:

Among the first members were Augusta Ambler,

Eliza J. Ambler, Gerardus P. Adams, Sarah L. Adams,
William S. Atherton, Mariette Atherton, John Aus-

tin, Samuel R. Bunting, Margaret Bunting, George

T. Brady, Susan Brady, Theodore Brush, Cebelia

Brush, David Betts, Jonathan Betts, Ann E. Betts,

Addison Brown, Cordelia Brown, Oscar S. Brown,

Clarissa M. Brown, Elizabeth Brotherton, Cynthia E.

Beers, Rebecca A. Beers, Sherman Cole, Susan Cole,

Eliza Cole, Mary A. Crowe, Eliza J. Chinery, Amanda
Cook, Zilla A. Denney, George W. Downs, Daniel

Fitch, Sarah E. Fitch, Rebecca Fitch, Edwin W.
Fitch, Elmira Fitch, Ann E. Fitch, Susan Finney,

Bradley Gilbert, Hannah Gilbert, Horace S. Gibbs,

Asa Hill, Susan Hill, Zalmon Hoyt, Emily Hoyt,

Garrett Haulenbeck, Catherine Haulenbeck, Edgar
Jennings, Mary Jennings, Jemima Kellogg, Albert

Morehouse, Laura B. Morehouse, Louise Morehouse,

Sarah E. Mosier, Elizabeth Murray, Leah Murray,

Caroline Murray, Silas B. Meeker, Rosina A. Meeker,

Elizabeth Merrill, Mary E. Nash, David W. Nash,

Eliza A. Nash, George Nash, Betsey Piatt, Piatt Price,

Eliza A. Price, Joseph B. Scribner, Harriet Scribner,

Mary F. Selleck, Phoebe A. Selleck, Lucretia Smith,

Esther A. Westerfield, William B. Warren, and Sarah

A. Warren. The j^resent membership is five hundred
and thirteen.

There is also a flourishing Roman Catholic Church,

but we have been unable to obtain any material for

its history.

MILITARY RECORD.

THIRD BEGIMENT.

Comjmny A

.

Douglass Fowler, captain ; com. May 14, 18GI ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Gilbert Bogart, tirst lieutenant ; com. Ma3' 14, 18G1 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Stephen D. Byxbee, second lieutenant; com. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug.

12, 18G1.

James L. Russell, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

John"W. Craw, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Edwin R. Smith, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 18G1.

Watson Olmsted, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

John Whiteman, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 18G1.

Thomas S. Weed, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Theodore L. Smith, enl. May 14, 1861; disch. Aug. 12, 18C1.

Kufus Buttery, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Aiken, Joseph, eul. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Allen, Francis, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Ayers, Almon H., enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Baker, Henry, enl. May 14. 18C1 ; disch. Aug. 12, ISGl.

Bishop, Jacob, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Birdsall, Charles, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Bishop, Hiram H., enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Beers, William W., eul. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Benger, William, enl. May 14, 18G1 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Berry, John, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Beers, Charles, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Bottsford, George, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Bouton, William, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Bulkley, David, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Clendenen, Andrew J., eul. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Comstock, Zalmon M., enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Crowe, John M., enl. May 14, 1861; disch. Avig. 12, 1801.

Di.\on, Samuel, eul. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Engel, Philip, enl. M.ay 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Fairweather, George N., enl. May 14, 18C1 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Fredericks, Jacob, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Frey, Charles G., enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Fitzsimmons, Philip, enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Gray, William H., eul. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Guthrie, Sidney, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Griffith, Raymond, enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Hendrickson, Abram, enl. May 14, 1S41 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Hill, Charles, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Hotchkiss, Wooster, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Hodges, Stephen, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Hurd, William B., enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Hyatt, Henry E., enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Johnson, Thomas, Jr., enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Kirk, Nathaniel S., enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Laing, Charles, enl. May 14, 1861; disch. Aug. 12,1801.

Lambert, John, eul. May 14, 1801 ; cFisch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Lyons, Melancth S., enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Mann, John W., enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Maconless, George W., eul. May 14, 1S61 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Magee, William, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Mead, John D., enl. May 14, 1861 ; di<ch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Mervvin, Francis E., eul. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Morehouse, Albert, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Nelson, Newton B., enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

O'Coner, James, Jr., enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

O'Coner, James, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

O'Coner, David ¥., enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Olmsted, George F., enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Pelham, Marcus L., enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Piatt, Oliver, enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Ross, Alanson, enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Seymour, George AV., enl. May 14, 1861; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Searles, Stephenson, enl. May 14, 1801; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Shannon, Edward, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Shaw, George W., enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Smith, John, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Smith, George W., enl. May 14, 1861; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Smith, Francis, enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

St. John, Oscar, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Sweetser, Edmond, eul. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1801.

Taylor, Alexander H., enl. May 14, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Tilden, Albert, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Tucker, George, enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861,

FIRST BEGIMENT CAVALRY.

Freaerick Marrero, must. Dec. 30, 1863.

John Mulligan, must. Nov. 22, 1864.

,Iohn O'Neil, must. Dec. 23, 1803.

George F, Daskam, must. Aug. 8, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

FIRST ARTILLERY.

Compantj B.

John Farrell, must. Oct. 21, 1864; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

Thomas Flood, must. Oct. 21, 1864 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

Edward Hall, must. Oct. 15, 1864 ; must, out Sept. 2.5, 1865.

William Hyland, must. Oct. 21, 1804; must, out Sept. 2.5, 1865.

Charles Morrell, must. Oct. 31, 1864 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1805.

John Sheehan, must. Nov. 10, 1864; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

Company K.

Henry J. Miller, must. Oct. 14, 1864; must, out Sept, 25, 1865.

Compamj L.

Jacob Allington, must. Dec. 14, 1863 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

John Burns, must. Oct. 26, 1864 ; disch. Jan. 0, 1865.

James Cullen, must. Nov. 2, 1864; disch. Jan. 6, 1865.

Patrick McFarland, must. Oct. 25, 1864; disch. Jan. 6, 1865.

Charles B. Vandenburg, unist. Oct. 29, 1864; disch. Jan, 6, 1865.

SECOND ARTILLERY.

Company L.

John Boyce, must, Feb, 8, 1864 ; disch. Aug. 18, 1865,

Richard Crawford, must. Feb, 8, 1864,
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John Clark, must. Fob. 8, 18G4.

Jiihn Davidson, must. Feb. 8, 18C4.

Thomas Daley, must. Feb. fi, 18G4.

John EmmoiBiin, must. Feb. 4, ISG4.

George Fiss, iiiUBt. Feb. 4, 18G4.

Charles Hart, must. Fob. 8, 18G4.

Thomas Mack, must. Feb. 10, 1SG4.

Patrick Hagen, must. Feb. 10, 18G4.

James Wilson (2il), must. Fob. !), 18G4.

A. B. Albin, must. Jan. 2r>, ]8fi4.

William D. Flood, must. Feb. 8, 18G4.

John It. Williams, must. Doc. 20, 18G4.

FIFTH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Orris S. Ferry, colonel ; com. July 2.1, 18G1
;

pi-o. to brigadier-general.

George Lasher, chaplain ; com. July 2i!, 18G1 ; res. Dec. 11, 18G1.

SIXTH REGIMENT.

Conipantf C.

Henry Meyer, must. Oct. 5, 18G3.

Frank Sallach, must. Oct. 9, 18G3.

SEVENTH REGIMENT.

Comimny D,

Thomas Ilorton, second lieutenant; com. Sept. 5, 18G1 ; killed June

14, 18G2.

Edward Ay res, must. Sept. 5. 1801 ; must, out July 20, 18G5.

John T. Byxbee, must. Sept. .5, 1801 ; died Sept. 1, 18G2.

John Dougbton, must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; disch. for disability.

William Fagen, must. Sept. 5, 1801.

William Holly, must. Sept. 5, 18G1 ; disch. for disability Jan. 3, 18G2.

Samuel K. Lyons, must. Sept. 5, 1801 ; must, out July 20, 18C.0.

John F. Morris, nuist. Dec. 22, 18G2 ; must, out July 20, 1805,

George W. Raymond, must. Sept. 19, 1802; must, out July 20, 1805.

Charles S. Scott, must. Sept. 5, 1802; must, out July 20, 18G5.

Oscar Smith, must. Sept. 5, 18G2 ; killed June 17, 1864.

Albert Van Tatsell, must. Sept. 5, 1SG2 ; disch. May 7, 18G5.

Charles H. Weed, nnist. Sept, 5, 1802; must, out June 19, 1805.

John A. Ames, must. Feb. 3, 1804; wounded June 17, 1804; must, out

July 20, 1865.

Samuel W. Waterbury, must. Jan. 29, 1864; wounded Jan. 19, 1864;

must, out May 22, 1805.

EIGHTH REGIMENT.

Peter L.Cunningham, lieutenant-colonel; com. Oct. 5, 18C1 ; res. Dec.

23, 1801.

Joseph J. Wooley, chaplain ; com. Oct. 5, 1801 ; res. March 13, 1802.

Company II.

Douglass Fowler, captain ; com. Sept. 23, 1861 ; res. Jan. 20, 1863.

James L. Russell, first lieutenant; com. Sept. 23, 1801
;
pro. to captain,

Co. G ; res. Jan. 3, 1803.

Thomas S. Weep, second lieutenant; com. Sept. 23, 1801; pro. to first

lieutenant; must, out Oct. 24, 1864.

J. T. Crosby, pro. to second lieutenant; res. Aug. 27, 1802.

George H. Tucker, must. Sept. 23, 1801; must, out Dec. 12, 1865.

Charles G. Fry, enl. Sept. 23, 1861 ; must, out Dec. 12, 1805.

John W. Whitman, enl. Sept. 2 1, 1801 ; must, out Dec. 12, 1865.

M. S. Lyon, enl. Sept, 23, 1801 ; died March 4, 1804.

Oliver B. Piatt, enl. Sept. 23, 1801.

Anthony R. Canfield, enl. Sept. 23, 1861
;
pro. second lieutenant Co. F;

wounded ; res. July 30, 1804.

John B. Boughton, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, April 1,

1804.

William A. Sammins, enl. Sept. 30, 1801; disch. for disability, Jan. 2,

1802.

Edgar AUington, enl. Sept. 23, 1861 ; must, out Dec. 12, 1865.

John W. Boughton, enl. Sept. 30, 1801 ; disch. Jan. 31, 1865.

Timothy Cabill, enl. Sept. 2i, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 1, 1864.

John Cockfer, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; died Aug. 11, 1863.

William G. Crockett, enl. Sept. 23,1801; must, out Dec. 12, 1865.

John Doran, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; must, out Dec. 12, 1805.

James E. Ells, enl. Sept. 23, 1801.

George II. Fayerweatber, enl. Oct. 8, 18C1; disch. Feb. 10, 1803.

Stephen H. Ferris, enl. Sept. 25, 1801 ; died Feb. 18, 1802.

John Hickcy, enl. Sept. 25, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 22, 1864.

George A. Hoyt, on!. Sept. 25, 1801 ; diod Sept. 9, 1804.

James 0. Jennings, enl. Oct. 7, 1801 ; iiiu«t. out Doc. 12, 1865.

Martin W. Knowlton, enl. Kept. Zi, 18fiJ ; inuot. out Dec. 12, 18C5.

John J. Leonard, enl. Hi-i>t. 23, 1801 ; dlw;li. Kept. 22, WA.
Charles E. Merrill, enl. Hei.t. 23, IHOl; dicil Sept. 3, IWi'i.

Patrick Monehan, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; must, out Dec. 12, 1805.

Peter Monehan, enl. Sept. 2.3, 1801 ; must, out De<;. 12, W,').

Marcus L. I'clharn, pro. U> first lieutenant; mut>l. Kept. 23, XHIjl diach.

Doc. 29, 1804.

Peter Rowel, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; died Jan. 7, 1862.

William Raymond, enl. Kejit. 23, 1861.

G(juld Saunders, enl. Sejit. 23, 1861 ; disch. March 10, 1803.

Alon/.o F. Swords, enl. Oct. 7, 1801 ; disch. Oct. 1, 180.5.

Sylvanus II. Shelden, enl. Sept. 27, 1801 ; di.Hch. Nov. 2, 1801.

Calvin A. Smith, enl. Sept. 3II, 1801 ; disch. July 19, 1805.

Edwin Sweetzer, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; must out Dec. 12, 1805.

R. E. Thomas, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; killed June 2, 1864, at Cold Ilarbor.

Henry C. Taylor, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; 'died April 29, 1802.

Charles Tiernan, enl. Sept. 23, 1801; nnist. out Dec. 12, 1805.

Charles W. Hurst, enl. Feb. 19, 1801 ; must, out Dec. 12, 1805.

Albert S. Weed, enl. Nov. 25, 1803; disch. for disability Feb. 2, 1865.

CoTitpany I.

Frederick Green, enl. Feb. 23, 1804; must, out Dec. 12, 1805.

D. P. I'almer, enl. .Sept. 2.5, 1864; must, out Dec. 12, 1865.

Amos Wado, enl. Feb. 25, 1804; must, out June 21, 1805.

ELEVENTH REGIMENT, COMPANY H.

Samuel Bundage, enl. Dec. 30, 1803.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.

Albert H. Wilco.x, enl. Aug. 1, 1861
;

pro. to lieutenant-coloucl ; died

March 6, 1865.

Company B.

Henry Burns, enl. July 23, 1862 ; killed July 23, 1862.

.lohn D. Hoyt, enl. July 22, 1802 ; disch. Oct. 5, 1804.

William II. Aldrich, enl. Aug. 31, 1804; must, out July 19, 1865.

Lewis E. Bates, enl. Jan. 2, 1804; disch. Dec. 16, 1804.

John W. Bishop, enl. Aug. 21, 1804; must, out July 19, 1805.

John Clical, enl. Nov. 11, 1804 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Arthur M. Dudley, enl. Aug. 11, 1S04; must, out July 19, 1805.

Robert N. Morehouse, enl. Aug. 11, 1864; must, out July 19, 1805.

Charles Marvin, enl. Sept. 10, 1804 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Andrew Perry, enl. Aug. 23, 1804; must, out July 19, 1805.

James E. Parks, enl. Sept. 11, 1804; must, out July 19, 1805.

JohnM. Smith, enl. Aug. 11, 1804; must, out July 19, 1805.

Alexander J. White, enl. Sept. 22, 1804; must, out July 19, 1865.

Company D.

James Sault, enl. Jan. 25, 1805 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

W. J. Westerfield, enl. Aug. 19, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1SG5.

Company }\

Enoch Wood, captain ; com. Aug. 9, 1802 ; res. Mareh 23, 1803.

Allen Henry, first lieutenant; com. July 2.3, 1SG2; pro. to major, Feb-
ruary, 1804; must, out July 19, 1SG5.

William A. Kellog, second lieutenant; com. Aug. 9, 1SG2 ; res. March
2.5, 1802.

William S. Knapp, enl. .Vug. 11, iSG2
;
pro. to fii^t lioutenaut ; res. Dec.

1, 1863.

Charles E. Doty, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; pro. to second lieutenant; res. .\ug.

4, 1803.

N. Haymond Giimtli, enl. .Vug. 9, 1SG2 ; disch. July 27, 1864.

Oscar St. John, enl. .\ug. 12, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

Charles F. Loomis, enl. Aug. 12, 1S02 ; must, out July 19, 1SG5.

E. J. Campbell, enl. Aug. 11, 1802.

Albert Morehouse, enl, Aug. 8, 1802; disch. Feb. 13. 1863.

John B. Holland, enl. .Vug. U, 1802; disch. Feb. 13, 18(vt.

George W. Shaw, enl. .Vug. 13, 1802
;
pro. to second lieutenant ; must, out

July 19, 1865.

Theodore Brush, enl. .Vug. 11, 1SG2 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Frank S. Jliddlehook, enl. .^ng. II, 1SG2 ; pro, to second lieutenant:

nnist. out as sergcant-unvior, .luly 19, Isixi.

S. R. Wilcox, enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1S65.

Thomas Ilearn, enl. Aug. 12, 1802 ; must, out Julj- 19, 1SC5.
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George Hyatt, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out June 28, 18Go.

K. J. Allen, enl. Aug. 9, 1862; trans, to Inv. Corps, Sept. 1, 1863.

J. H. Armstrong, enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; died Oct. 21, 18G3.

Lewis Arnolil, en). Aug. 13, 1862 ; died May 2, 1863.

Nelson Beacli, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; died July 20, 1863.

John Bulger, enl. Aug. 9, 1862; must, out June 1, 186,5.

J. H. Batterson, enl. Aug. 1
1

, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Martin Brophy, enl. Aug. 20, 1862.

\V. F. Benedict, enl. Aug. 23, 18B2 ; must, out July 19, 18Gu.

Edwin Barnes, enl. Aug. 13, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Alexander Bundy, enl. Aug. 13, 1862.

Theodore Brotherton, enl. Aug. 18, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

D. Cudmore, enl. Aug. 13, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John A. Conistock, enl. Aug. 12, 1802 ; must, out July 13, 1865.

John Cahill, enl. Aug. 13, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Legrand Comstock, enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; disch. Dec. 7, 1863.

C. H. Castle, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 28, 1865.

Isaac Camp, enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; disch. July 19, 1863.

E. Cahill, enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

A. W. Cutler, enl. Aug. 21, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Austin Cockefer, enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

F. W. Day, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; wounded May 2, 1863.

R. S. Dowd, enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 186.5.

John Duggan, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Michael Dougherty, enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; disch. March 17, 1863.

W. H. Downs, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

David Fields, enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John Fayreweather, enl. A\ig. 9, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

W. W. Gilbert, enl. Aug. 13, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

William Grace, enl. Aug. 19, 1862 ; wounded July 3, 1863.

Henry H. Gray, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; di.sch. Oct. 21, 1864.

Alfred Godfrey, enl. Aug. 9, 1862; trans, to U. S. S. C.

William 0. Godfrey, enl. Aug. 18, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John L. Hayes, enl. Aug. 14, 1862 ; disch. July 6, 1865.

George Hoyt, enl. Aug. 2-J, 1862.

William Hennagan, enl. Aug. 15, 1862.

Sylvester Keeler, enl. Aug. 11, 1682 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

J. Kellogg, enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 28, 1865.

W. K. Keyser, enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

James H. Lounsbury, enl. Aug. 13, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

.lames Lyons, enl. Aug. 18, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

J. Lounsbxiry, enl. Aug. 22, 1861 ; died June 23, 1865.

Thomas McLaughlin, enl. Aug. 8, 1861 ; died May 28, J863.

W. McDonald, enl. Aug. 8, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

William McCorniick, enl. Aug. 8, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 18a5.

Martin Mulligan, enl. Aug. 8, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

J. W. Metcalf, enl. Aug. 12, 1861 ; killed July 2, 1863.

John McCauley, enl. Aug. 12, 1861 ; disch. September, 1862.

S. Newell, enl. Aug. 12, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

P. Purden, enl. Aug. 9, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

B. N. Perry, enl. Aug. 23, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

G. S. Patrick, enl. Aug. 14, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

K. A. Rogers, enl. Aug. 11, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

W. A. Reynolds, enl. Aug. 11, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

W. H. Raymond, enl. Aug. 13, 1861 ; nmst. out July 19, 1865.

W. A. Reid, enl. Aug. 19, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John Ryan, enl. Aug. 8, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

C. L. Smith, enl. Aug. 13, 1861 ; disch. Dec. 11, 1862.

Henry Sherwood, enl. Aug. 14, 1861 ; disch. March 29, 1863.

Isaac A. Smith, enl. Aug. 11, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Oscar Smith, enl. Aug. 11, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

S. W. Smith, enl. Aug. 11, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

L. W. Smith, enl. Aug. 8, 1861 ; disch. Jan. 20, 1863.

W. W. R. Stanton, enl. Aug. 19, 1861.

J. E. Stevens, enl. Aug. 20, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John Tracy, enl. Aug. 21, 1861 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

A. F. Taylor, enl. Aug. II, 1861.

Henry I. Webb, enl. Aug. 11, 1861; trans, to Vet. Res. Corps, March 13,

1864.

Oscar Weed, enl. Aug. S, 1861 ; must, out July 10, 1865.

James Whitney, enl. Aug. 20, 1861 ; must, out July 8, 1865.

Henry Britts, enl. Dec. 30, 1863 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

C. M. Brotherton, enl. Aug. 31, 1864; must, out June 8, 18B5.

Charles Cargill, enl. March 9, 1864; must, out June 14, 1865.

Thomas Farrell, enl. Dec. 1.3, 1863 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Byron Green, enl. Dee. 19, 1863 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

H. P. Hearn, enl. Feb. 20, 1863 ; must, out June 10, 1865.

Compavi/ G.

Edgar Aiken, enl. Aug. 21, 1864; must, out July 19, 1865.

S. P. Elwood, enl. Sept. 1, 1864 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

James Gaffney, enl. Aug. 19, 1864 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

S. L. Holly, enl. Aug. 27, 1864; must, out July 19, 1865.

Robert Roberts, enl. Aug. 15, 1864; must, out July 19, 1865.

Company H.

Wm. H. Mather, Jr., enl. Aug. 23, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

F. McNally, enl. Aug. 25, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

William Smedley, enl. Aug. 27, 1862; died June 20, 1865.

A. F. Thomson, enl. Aug. 22, 1862 ; disch. Dec. 10, 1862.

Anthony Comstock, enl. Dec. 30, 1863 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

S. R. Rusco, enl. Dec. 30, 1863 ; must, out July 11, 1865.

Company I,

Robert Bones, enl. Nov. 16, 1864; must, out July 19, 1865.

C. A. Clark, enl. Dec. 28, 1864; must, out July 19, 1865.

G. H. Meeker, enl. Aug. 11, 1864 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

William Fitch, enl. Aug. 15, 1864 ; nmst. out Sept. 13, 1864.

A. Sayres, enl. Feb. 1 , 1865 ; must, out May 11, 1865.

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT.

Company E.

Andrew G. Armstrong, enl. Nov. 7, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 31, 1863.

W. H. Perry, enl. Nov. 7, 1862; must, out Aug. 31, 1863.

Company G.

3. A. Comstock, enl. Oct. 27, 1862; must, out Aug. 31, 1803.

TWENTY-NINTH REGIMENT.

Company A.

G. W. Thomson, enl. Dec. 28, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Company B.

C. Nash, enl. Dec. 1, 1863 ; died Aug. 10, 1864.

A. Burton, enl. Dec. 4, 1863 ; must. (|ut Nov. 9, 1865.

Company C.

Andrew Nash, enl. Dec. 14, 1863; disch. Nov. 5, 1865.

J. y. Anthony, enl. Dec. 14, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Amos Carpenter, enl. Dec. 14, 1863.

George E. Green, cnl. Dec. 14, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Charles Jackson, enl. Dec. 14, 1863; nmst. out March 2, 1865.

Company E.

L. 0. Drake, enl. Dec. 18, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Joseph Fogg, enl. Dec. 21, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

I. J. Wilson, enl. Dec. 21, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

B. Milton, enl. Dec. 21, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Company F.

D. Chippie, enl. Dec. 21, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

George Spywood, enl. Dec. 21, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

William Frames, enl. Dec. 18, 1863 ; died Sept. 30, 1864.

William H. Hathaway, enl. Dec. 19, 1863; nmst. out Oct. 24,1865.

Lewis Jackson, enl. Dec. 26, 1863 ;
must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Thomas Johnson, enl. Dec. 9, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Company G.

John Bailey, enl. Dec. 24, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

D. Canklin. enl. Dec. 29, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

H. Deberty, enl. Dec. 29, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Silas Floyd, enl. Dec. 29, 1863 ; nuist. out Oct. 24, 1865.

Edwiu Hall, enl. Dec. 29, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

N. Harmoin, enl. Dec. 29, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Benjamin Hugee, enl. Dec. 29, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Robert Manley, enl. Dec. 26, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

J. H. Raymond, enl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Robert Squier, enl. Dec. 28, 1863.

James Smith, enl. Dec. 29, 1863.

Company H.

Stephen Farrew, enl. Dec. 30, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Henry J. Jackson, enl. Dec. 13, 1863; killed Oct. 27, 1864.

Jacob Pigay, enl. Dec. 30, 1863 ; nmst. out Oct. 24, 1865.

Company K.

H. Parker, enl. Dec. 31, 1863 ; disch. Feb. 11, 1865.
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THIKTTETII TIEGIMENT (COLORED).

Comjidiiy A.

James Wliitney, oiil. Doc. 24, 18G:i ; iiuiBt. out .Tuno 27, 18C5.

SEVENTH REGIMENT.

Compavy I).

Thomas Ilorten, seconil lioutonaiit; cum. Sopt. .'>, imU ; killed JiiiioU,

1862.

FIFTEENTH REGIMENT.

T. Benedict, onl. April tl), 1801 ; must, out July lil, 18ni.

T. D. Brown, eul. April 10, 1801; munt. out July .'il, 1801.

Thomas Hooton, eul. Ajiril 10, 18(il ; must, out July ;il, 18C1.

George Keeler, eul. Apiil 10, 1801; niUHt. out July 1)1, 1801.

James Read, enl. April 19, 18i;l ; must, out July :il, 18(il.

Joseph Tennary, eul. April 10, 18(11 ; must, out July :)1, 1801.

H. W. Wheeler, onl. April 10, 1801; must, out July ai, 1801.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

DUDLEY P. ELY.

Dudley P. Ely, of South Norwalk, Conn., was

born in Simsbury, Hartford Co., Conn., Nov. 16, 1817,

and was the youngest child of Benjamin Ely, a

farmer in comfortable circumstances and a prominent

man. He has a well-authenticated genealogy show-

ing him of French ancestry. Richard Ely, his fore-

father, was the first American of the name. His

great-uncle, Daniel Ely, was colonel in the American

army during the Eevolutionary war, and had the

French coat of arms engraved on his sword hilt,

undoubtedly to gratify a feeling of pride in his line-

age. Mr. Ely descends on his mother's side from

Bigot Eggleston, who was born in England about

1580, and came to America in 1630. He landed at

Dorchester, Mass., and remained there until 1635,

when he, with a company of sixty, removed to Wind-
sor, Conn., and made the first settlement in Con-

necticut. In the records of the town of Windsor it is

recorded that " He d. Sept. 1, 1674, nere 100 yeres of

age."

Mr. Ely attended common school until he was

about fourteen years old, when he was sent to Hart-

ford, where he received two years' tuition at the

school of Mr. Olney, the author of Olney's geograjihy.

When he had completed his education he was not

content to follow farming, but, as all his brothers

had done, and despite all efforts and influence to

persuade him otherwise, he resolved to leave home
and take his chances for success. He first obtained

employment in a store in his native town, which

position he filled for about a year and a half, and

then, being but a few months over eighteen years of

age, he was engaged by a Mr. Toby to take the

entire charge of a store in West Hartland, Conn.,

where he remained a year. Having fulfilled his

engagement with Mr. Toby, Mr. Ely next turned his

mind toward the great mctroi)olis, and Jan. 13, 1837,

found him in New York City. He went into the

employ of his brother, Nathan C. Ely, as book-keeper,

Avhich position he filled four yearH, when he became

his partner. Previous to this Mr. Ely had receive*!

no pecuniary aid from any source other than bin

salary. When he became partner witli his brother

he received, unsolicited, from his fatlier two liundred

and fifty dollars. Thougli unexpected, it was fully

appreciated, and proved a kind help to him, and he

has never forgotten this act of kindness. (Thi»

amount was jiccounted for in the settlement of his

father's estate many years afterwards.) This was the

only pecuniary aid he ever received other than usual

mercantile credit.

He remained in i)artnership with his brother for

several years, when, that gentleman retiring, Mr.

Ely associated with him two gentlemen from Bfjston.

He shortly after purchased their interests and con-

ducted the business alone till 1867, when he ceased

his connection therewith. Although he has pa.s.sed

through many panics and financial crises, he never

failed to meet his obligations at maturity, and never

asked special favors of his creditors. He was a heavy

loser by the Rebellion, his losses thereby amounting

to over $50,000.

Nov. 28, 1844, Mr. Ely married Miss Charlotte W.,

daughter of Jeff'ery O. Phelps, of Simsbury, Conn., a

most estimable lady, who lived about fourteen years

thereafter, and bore five children, all girls. She died

Oct. 3, 1858, in Brooklyn.

Mr. Ely's father-in-law. Judge Phelps, was an

officer in the war of 1812, and well known through-

out the State. He died in 1879, aged eighty-eight

years.

Mr. Ely removed to South Norwalk May 1, 1861.

April 25, 1865, Mr. Ely Avas elected President of

the First National Bank of South Norwalk. He still

holds the office.

Since Mr. Ely became a resident of South Norwalk

he has held various offices of trust and honor. When
the village of Old Well was transformed into the city

of South Norwalk, he was elected mayor, and twice re-

elected, and, after a time, was again elected, and re-

elected, thus serving five terms. He is at the present

time President of the First National Bank. President of

the Norwalk Gas-light Company, President of the

South Norwalk Savings Bank, Treasurer of the Alden

Mining Company, and a director in several other

institutions. He has always taken a lively interest

in agriculture, and was for several years President of

the Fairfield County Agricultural Society.

Mr. Ely owns considerable real estate in the city

and town where he resides, including the elegant

hotel recently completed at South Norwalk. He
owns over h-filf of the capital stock of the First

National Bank, is the owner of a large amount of

gas company, insurance, and other stocks.

Beginning with nothing, ^Ir. Ely to-day pays, and

for some time has paid, the largest tax of any one in

the city or town, the assessed valuation of his prop-

erty being nearly $200,000. He was one of the
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original subscribers to the government for the first

issue of bonds during the civil war, subscribing at the

time when many were fearful as to the result of the

contest, and consequently as to the payment of the

bonds. He made a large amount of money in real

estate operations in Brooklyn, N. Y., a few years

since. In attendance ujjon business he is prompt

and diligent ; has no extravagant habits ; is social in

his disposition and unassuming in his manners.

Mr. Ely's mother died in 1850, aged seventy-three,

and his father in 1852, aged eighty-five. He had five

brothers and three sisters, all now being dead except

one brother. His eldest daughter, the wife of Hon.

J. E. Wheeler, of Westport, died in 1868, at the

early age of twenty-two years.

We can only enumerate the more prominent busi-

ness transactions in the life of Mr. Ely. Commencing

at the lowest round of the ladder, by strict attention

to business, and a scrupulous regard for square deal-

ing, paying every cent of his just obligations, taking

no advantage of the many ojiportunities that offer in

a business career to make money by the technicalities

of the law, he has risen to wealth and influence.

His example illustrates what application, combined

with business tact and honesty, can do. He has

always taken a lively interest in the growth and

prosperity of his toAvn and city, and is ever ready to

lend a helping hand and assist any enterprise that he

can with a proper regard for his own interests and

those of his fellow-townsmen.

EDWARD P. AVEED.

Edward P. Weed, only son of John A. and Eme-
line (Chichester) Weed, was born in the town of

Norwalk, Conn., April 7, 1834. He received his

education in the private schools of Norwalk, attend-

ing among others the reputable one of Dr. Hall, and

when a youth commenced clerking in the drug-store

of his father, whom in time he succeeded in business,

and which business he continued until his death.

Mr. Weed was at various times called to fill places

of honor and trust : was twice elected membei* of the

Legislature, was chosen warden for the borough

several times, was chief engineer of Norwalk fire

department, and intrusted with various other public

positions. For many years he held the ofiices of

president of Norwalk Savings Bank, and vice-presi-

dent of the National Bank of Norwalk.

As a citizen he was quiet, unobtrusive, and un-

assuming, and in his pleasing way made many strong

and loving friends.

As a business man his judgment, talents, and

integrity were well known and appreciated, and his

advice sought for, listened to, and heeded to advantage.

Broad and liberal in his views, he had the utmost

charity for those differing from him in opinion, and

from the natural kindness of his disposition all

benevolent objects found in him a ready respondent.

Mr. Weed was always frank and outspoken in poli-

tics, ever clinging to the constitution as the bulwark
of our liberties, and cherishing the Democratic princi-

ples enunciated by Thomas Jefferson as the only means
of perpetuating the xVmerican republic.

Mr. Weed was united in marriage, Dec. 19, 1865, to

Miss Sophia Lynes, of an old and highly respected

Norwalk family, which traces its ancestry to the early

days of the commonwealth. This union was blessed

with two children—Samuel Lynes and Edward Chi-

chester.

Mr. Weed died suddenly, April 18, 1880. He re-

ceived the three first degrees of Masonry in St. John's

Lodge, No. 6, Norwalk, in 1856 ; was Junior Warden
in 1857, Senior Warden in 1858, and Worshipful

Master in 1859. He received the chapter degrees in

Washington Chapter, No. 24, E. A. M., in the year

1856, and held the office of High Priest in 1863. He
received the degrees of Royal and Select Master in

Washington Council, No. 17, in 1858.

Special meetings of the directors of each of the

banking institutions to which Mr. Weed belonged

were held immediately after his death, and we can in

no more fitting manner indicate the esteem in which

his immediate associates and intimate friends held

him than by transferring to these pages the resolu-

tions following, which, among others, were passed at

those meetings. The Directors of the National Bank
of Norwalk said,

—

" Resolved, That by the death of Mr. Weed, the

Board of Directors of this Bank has lost one of its

most faithful and trusted members, whose integrity

of character, fidelity to the interests of the Bank, and
sound business qualifications were fully recognized

and valued
;
while, in the broader social and business

relations of life, where his honorable princif)les, strict

integrity, and kind and genial manners endeared him
to all who knew him, his death will be most deeply

felt and deplored."

The Directors of the Norwalk Savings Society

passed this resolution

:

" Resolved, That in recognition of his personal

worth and faithful services as President and Director

of this society, we hereby express our regrets and sor-

row at this painful event. As a friend whose fidelity

was never questioned ; as a counselor whose wisdom

commanded our respect ; as a man whose name was

synonymous with honor and integrity, we deplore his

death as a great and irreparable loss."

HON. JAMES W. HYATT.

It is among the most pleasing tasks of the historian

to place upon the pages of history for the perusal of

coming generations the records of "self-made" men,

and to show the results of the labor of those who,

deprived in early life of those advantages which many
claim to be necessary qualifications of success, of

powerful friends, liberal education, and inherited
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wealth, yet, by their own ability, determined will, and

persistency of purjxxse, liave carved out a niche in the

granite column of life, and won success where many
possessed of those advantages have faltered and failed.

No better exemplar for tiie truth of this can be

taken than the one of wiiom we now write. James

William Hyatt was l)orn at Norwalk, Conn., Sept.

19, 1837. He attended the common schools of the

villgae until he was eleven years old, when he com-

menced the active business of life by entering the

employ of A. N. Holly, of Stamford, Conn., and

working in a lumber-yard at fifty cents a week. Step

by step lie rapidly and steadily rose, and we find him

from 1860 to 1872 a trusted clerk : first, in the gro-

cery house of Bishop & Waterbury, in Stamford,

afterwards with Legrand Lockwood & Co., bankers in

New York City. Here he dis])layed that skill in rapid

calculation which "to-day makes him one of the best

accountants in the State.

Mr. Hyatt removed to Norwalk, Conn., in 1873,

and has since made that his residence. From his

return to Norwalk Mr. Hyatt has had positions of

trust placed in his charge in rapid succession. The

same year he was elected justice of the peace. Jan-

uary, 1874, he was elected vice-president of Danbury

and Norwalk Railroad Company ; in June, 1874,

elected president of Norwalk Hoi'se-Car Railroad

Company; in October, 1874, elected selectman; in

1875, represented Norwalk in the State Legislature,

and was appointed by Governor Hubbard bank com-

missioner to succeed Hon. G. H. Landers, resigned.

In 1876, Mr. Hyatt was again elected representative,

and in 1877 was chosen warden of the borough of

Norwalk. He was appointed bank commissioner by

Governor Hubbard for the term of two years in 1878,

and received the same appointment from Governor

Andrews in 1880. He was re-elected warden of Nor-

walk in the same year.

Mr. Hyatt was brought ixp under " old-line Whig"
influences, and acted with the Republican party until

1872, when he supported Horace Greeley for Presi-

dent. He has since been identified with the Demo-
cratic party.

Mr. Hyatt is an attendant of the Episcopal church,

and is a member of the Masonic fraterity ; held one

term the office of " Worshipful Master" of Sagamon
Lodge, No. 371, F. and A. M., of New York city ; was

twice thereafter re-elected, but refused to serve.

Mr. Hyatt was united in marriage, Dec. 25, 1860,

to Miss Jane M., daughter of George Hoyt, Esq., of

an old Norwalk family. They have three children

living,—John, Jane, and Harry,—aged respectively

ten, six, and two and a half years.

Mr. Hyatt is of nervous temperament, active aud of

postive character, quick to resolve and to act. He is

a discriminating student of human nature. Strong

and loyal in his friendships, he is justly popular

with all classes, and, as his record shows, a man who
is trusted and held in high esteem. He is a hard

37

worker, wastes no time in acting or npcaking, but

comes directly to the point, doing liusine.-is in a clear,

straightforward way, and accomplishing iiiucli, though,

by his systematic habits, he is never in a hurry. In-

dustry, economy, and perseverance are hia guiding

principles.

DR. ASA HILL.

Asa Hill was born in Norwalk, Conn., Nov. 20, 1815.

He was the youngest of six children. His mother died

when he was only three years old. Shortly after this

event his father removed to Huntingdon, L. L, where

Asa remained until about fourteen years old, when he

went to live with his oldest brother at Danbur)',

Conn., and attended district school the next winter.

This was his graduating course in school education,

and at fifteen years of age he commenced the active

care and duties of life.

His was an earnest nature, and feeling the neces-

sity of a broader and deeper knowledge than his lim-

ited opportunities had given him, and desirous of

becoming more intelligent that he might be more use-

ful, he surrounded himself with books and ma,stcred

the contents of all that came in his way. Religious

in his nature, his preference was works on divinity,

but scientific and philosojdiical ones were also almost

literally devoured. Before his twentieth birthday he

was noted for his attention to business, his zeal and

activity in religion, and his earnest search for knowl-

edge.

About this time came the pivotal event of his life,

—

one that marked and opened a life-career. AVhile

acting as nurse to a dying brother, under treatment

of Dr. Howell Rogers, of Colchester, Conn., he made

the acquaintance and friendship of that celebrated

physician, but was not a little astonished when the

doctor proposed that he should come and study medi-

cine with him. On reflection he accepted, and com-

menced at once the elementary studies with his ac-

customed energy. While thus assiduously working.

Dr. David P. Knapp, who was practicing dentistry in

Danbury, suggested to him its study, ofl'ering to give

him instruction. Thinking it miglit aid him finan-

cially, Mr. Hill soon entered the ofiice. Here he con-

tinued for several months, acquiring the use of tools,

making and shaping his instruments. A love for the

profession developed. In those days dentistry had

not risen to the position it now occupies. There

were no dental schools nor colleges, no dental maga-

zines, and few text-books. With his steadiness of

purpose Mr. Hill jilodded on until ho had acquired a

superficial knowledge of dentistry, nuule a case of

instruments, and returned to Colchester aud his med-

ical studies. By means of his new art he gained a

scanty support, and, although there were times when

money was all gone, ho stoiidily persevered in- his

course of study.

After several months of earnest labor, and after
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much deliberation, he determined to give his whole

time to dentistry, and, finding that Norwalk presented

a good field, located there,—temporarily, as he sup-

posed, but for life. At the first meeting of the

American Dental Society, in Boston, Dr. Hill became

a member and received the diploma of the society.

Shortly after he became associate editor of the New
York Dental liecorder. Continuing in this capacity

for four years, he became for a time both editor and

publisher. The subject of plastic fillings for teeth

was at this time much agitated in dental circles, and

to produce a substance fitted for the purpose was not

only a great desideratum, but an exceedingly difficult

thing to do. Many were the costly experiments, re-

sulting in failure, made in all parts of the country.

Dr. Hill early commenced to experiment, and after

years of anxiety and trial brought out what has been

since known to the profession as " Hill's Stopping."

The first production was soon given a standard jjlace

in every dentist's ofiice, and now, under a new and

changed formula, the perfected work is kept as a

most valuable sea-d. In 1847, Dr. Hill received the

honorary degree of D.D.S. from the Baltimore Den-

tal College. In the same year he was elected repre-

sentative from Norwalk, and in 1856 was chosen to

the same office. Up to the time of his death, which

occurred Nov. 28, 1874, Dr. Hill was largely a con-

tributor to dental journals. He built up a lucrative

practice, and the proceeds of that, and his valuable

invention, placed him in circumstances to gratify his

taste for experiment and study. His marble-staining

process was a novel and peculiar result of study. But

would we do full justice to the many ramifications of

this remarkable and versatile character, we would

needs have to occupy much more space than can be

afforded. He was a member of the Masonic fra-

ternity, of the Independent Order of Odd-Fellows,

and was active in the Order of Sons of Temperance,

presiding officer of the Grand Division of the State,

and representative to the National Division.

From early youth Dr. Hill was subject to deep

religious convictions and a belief that he should

preach the gospel. For many years he put off that

duty, but at last was convinced it was a call from

God, and was licensed as local preacher in the Meth-

odist Episcopal church, and afterwards was ordained

deacon and elder. AVhile engaged in erecting a

church edifice in Norwalk, he organized the Second

Methodist Episcopal Society, serving them as pastor

for three years, declining any compensation.

Dr. Hill was married in April, 1842, to Miss Susan,

daughter of Hon. Charles Isaacs, of an old and hon-

ored Norwalk family. Their only child is Rebecca

Isaacs, familiarly known to her circle of friends as

Betta. She married Ira Cole, who was born in Wil-

ton, Fairfield Co. All in all, Dr. Hill was a true

type of the highest order of self-made men, at all

times the staunch friend of those who, in any sphere,

were striving for a higher good, and his generous

nature and warm sympathies carried his benevolence

into many a household, causing his name to be re-

vered as a public benefactor and a lover of his kind.

He despised all "shams," and whenever he was en-

listed in anything gave it the best gifts of his earnest

nature. His wonderful eloquence and skill in im-

promptu speaking was frequently called into exercise,

and many will remember how his audiences hung
spellbound as his beautiful language portrayed still

more beautiful thoughts. With pen, as with tongue,

he was wonderfully gifted, and, with his intense enjoy-

ment and love of music, we see how he could and did

produce some of as sweet gems of poetry as any

author of his day. Perhaps no one in his broad ac-

quaintance enjoyed a higher popularity, was more

cherished, more dearly beloved, or of a higher Chris-

tian character than Dr. Hill. As a Christian, as a

scholar, as a writer and speaker, as an inventor, as a

friend, a husband and father, his memory will be

fondly and tenderly remembered by all who knew
him.

JACOB LOCKWOOD.

Jacob Lockwood, son of David Lockwood, was of

an old Fairfield county family which located in

Stamford. His grandfather, Timothy Lockwood, was

a soldier in the Continental army, and was shot by

the Cow-Boys, while acting as volunteer picket, dur-

ing a visit home on a furlough. His maternal grand-

father, Samuel Tryon, served through the French and

Indian wars, was in the Revolution, and afterwards

fought with Gen. Anthony Wayne against the Indians

on the then Western frontier.

Mr. Lockwood was born Jan. 30, 1794, in Stamford,

where he spent his childhood and acquired the educa-

tion afforded by the schools of that place. When he

had attained a suitable age, he varied his labor on the

farm by teaching district school during the winter

months. He married, on Feb. 11, 1822, Fanny Ray-

mond, daughter of Stephen Raymond, who was born

in Norwalk. For over forty years this worthy couple

walked harmoniously together through life before

they were separated by Mr. Lockwood's death.

Their only child, Wm. Raymond, was born Jan. 18,

1823. He married Mary E. Roberts, of an old family

of Darien. Their children—William, Fannie, and

George—are living.

Jacob Lockwood was an agriculturist, and, by judi-

cious calculation, economy, and thrift, from a very

humble beginning rose to have more than a competency

and to have title-deeds of many a broad acre. He
shrank from publicity, but was a selectman and filled

various other town offices. He was appointed quarter-

master-sergeant in the war of 1812, his commission

dating April 21, 1814, but, through noncomplicity

with some dishonorable transactions of a superior

officer, was discharged September 20th of the same

year. He was an honorable man in all business re-
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lations, and while he deemed himself entitled to his

own, would not exact from a debtor a dollar more

than was his due, and ever, under all circumstances,

Jacob Lockwood's word was as good as his bond. In

the family relation he was a kind liusl)and and father,

and his name among his associates was a synonym

for worth, integrity, and justice. In his life he was

called upon to administer on many estates, and was

noted for his skill in unraveling the complicated

conditions in which he found many of them involved.

Mr. Lockwood died Dec. 26, 1863. His wife survives

him.

CHARLES ISAACS

was born in Norwalk, Conn., June 7, 1795. His an-

cestors for many years were leading citizens of the

town, and originally, like other Puritan families, came

to America from England. His father's name was

Isaac S. Isaacs. His mother's maiden name was

Susannah St. John. He could claim kindred not

only with Gov. Thomas Fitch, from whom he was

immediately descended, but with John Fitch, who
preceded by some time Robert Fulton in the inven-

tion of the steamboat.

When but two years old he lost a most estimable

mother, and at the age of ten years his father, who
was wealthy, sent him to a boarding-school in Fair-

field, in this county, where he remained several years.

He was then sent to a school of higher grade in

Cheshire, Conn., where he graduated. Mr. Isaacs

then commenced for himself the work of life. The
first position held by him was teacher, holding that

place in the " Down Town" school of Norwalk as

early as 1818. By his conduct he made the position

both influential and honorable. From the files of the

Norwalk Gazette we find that on Aug. 17, 1819, he

entered into a copartnership with his oldest brother,

Benjamin, in the grocery, drug, and medicine trade.

This partnership lasted for a number of years. In

the same files mention is made of his being collector

of taxes in 1824, deputy sheriff* in 1831 (which posi-

tion he held several years), of his dealing alone in

hardware and groceries in 1838, postmaster in 1841-

1843, and member of Court of Burgesses in 1844.

In April, 1845, Mr. Isaacs was elected high sheriff"

on the Whig ticket, and in a strong Democratic

county, by his personal popularity, received a majority

of seven hundred. He was re-elected in 1848 by

equally as decisive a vote, running far ahead of his

ticket. When collector of taxes, if he found any

who said " they could not pay up," he would quietly

pay for them, and in all of his official relations he

was very popular and made many staunch friends.

Not less widely and favorably was he known as an of-

ficer of Fairfield County Bank, of which he was di-

rector for many years, under the presidency of Henry
Belden, Esq., and president for full twenty years. In

his business transactions, if perchance he offended

any one by his blunt, off-hand ways, he always en-

deavored to make amends and bring about w^rdiality

again.

Nowliere did Mr. Isaacs feel more at home, or dis-

tinguish Jiimself more, than in his connection with

the courts of justice when Fairfield County bar found

no superior in any county in Connecticut. He wa«

honored by the friendship and intrusted with the

most important business uf its best men. He was a

strong and ardent politician, throwing all the ener-

gies of his intensely positive nature into the cam-

paign, whether in tf)wn, county. State, or national

contests. He knew no such thing as fear or defeat,

and this applied to all the relations of life. One of

the most distinguished men of the county, who knew

him well, says, " Charles Isaacs was a Koman, and

the noblest Roman of them all."

In social life he was lively, cheerful, and full of

fun. He delighted in practical jokes, but his kind-

ness of heart prevented his being severe in them. He
was very fond of children, and, indeed, of all young

people. Many a young man owes his financial pros-

perity to the generous aid furnished him, when start-

ing business, by Mr. Isaacs; nor was his generosity

confined to them, but reached, in some way, every

circle of society.

In official relations firm and prompt to duty's call,

in friendship true and loyal, a tender husband and

loving father, in all circumstances and everywhere a

high, chivalric gentleman, Charles Isaacs lived re-

spected and loved, and died July 18, 1872, leaving an

honest and unblemished name and life.

He married Rebecca, daughter of Henry and Re-

becca (Fitch) Betts, Nov. 20, 1815. They had one

child, Susan, born May 28, 1819. She married Dr.

Asa Hill, whose portrait and biography are to be found

elsewhere in the history of Norwalk.

TIIO.MAS BENEDICT.

From a period dating back to at least 1500, it is

said that the first son of the Benedict family has been

christened Thomas, and the first American progenitor,

Thomas, was the only son for three successive gen-

erations, and transplanted the name from old to

New England. He w;is born in 1617, of rejiorted

Huguenot ancestry, and emigrated from England in

1638, marrying, shortly after his arrival, ]\Iary Brid-

gum, his sister-in-law, who came over in the same
vessel with him. Stopping not long in Massachusetts

Bay colony, he went to the wild, and in winter inac-

cessible, shores of Long Island, where he wixs com-

missioned magistrate, or, to use the quaint old rec-

ords, " cmpowj^red to act in point of government,"

and "invested with magisterial power on the island."

" He was a pillar in the church, the arbiter of differ-

ences, civilized or savage." " All sort* of oflices clus-

tered around him, foroed on him by the popular choice,

and everywhere he wrought righteousness." Afl<^r

divers changes, this worthy pioneer settled perma-
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nently in Norwalk, Fairfield Co., Conn., about 1665,

where all his children married. From them sprang

a most numerous family. Mr. Benedict was at once

chosen town clerk, and occupied thereafter almost

continuously till his death some office of public trust.

In the patent granted by the General Court in 1686,

confirming the title of Norwalk to its territory, his

name is inserted as a patentee. He died at Norwalk
" aged aboute 73 years."

Thomas (2), born in Southold, L. I. ; married Mary,

daughter of Andrew Messenger, Esq.; moved to Nor-

Avalk in 1665-66 ; was made a freeman in 1669. He died

at Norwalk in November, 1688-89.

Thomas (3) was born in Norwalk, Dec. 5, 1670;

married Rachel, daughter of Samuel and Rachel

(Marvin) Smith. He held many local offices, and

was ensign ; died May 10, 1743.

Thomas ( 4) , born in Norwalk, Oct. 29, 1701 ; married

Deborah Waters, of Jamaica, L. I. He held many local

offices, was highly respected, and died Feb. 11, 1757.

Thomas (5) was born in Norwalk, Feb. 25, 1725;

married Hannah, daughter of Capt. John Raymond,

of Norwalk. Up to this time the Benedicts of this

line seem to have devoted themselves to agriculture.

But this Thomas was a merchant in Norwalk. His

house, store, cider-mill, and distillery were -destroyed

July 11, 1779, when the British, under Gen. Tryon,

burned the town. Died Feb. 21, 1802.

Thomas (6) was a lad of fourteen when this event

occurred, and his reminiscences of it are recorded

elsewhere in this history. He married, Oct. 8, 1795,

Mary, daughter of Phineas Waterbury, and died Jan.

5, 1852, at the lionorable age of eighty-seven years.

His love of instrumental music amounted to a pas-

sion, and in many respects his memory is peculiarly

remembered by his associates. He left the savor of a

good name to his descendants, and a comfortable share

of this world's goods.

Thomas (7) was born Oct. 7, 1797, on the old home-

stead, in the same house where his father and grand-

father were born, now standing in the borough of

Norwalk, Conn., and resided there until he was

twenty-six years of age. He married, March 26,

1820, Susan, daughter of Henry and Rebecca (Fitch)

Betts, of Norwalk. In 1823 he removed to the place

now occupied by him at East Norwalk, where all his

children were born, save Mary, whose birth occurred

at the old home in 1821. His other children are

Thomas (8), born June 27, 1824, married Cornelia A.,

sister of Hon. Smith M. Weed, and, although residing

in Norwalk, is most of his time engaged in mining in

Missouri; Elizabeth, born Jan. 5, 1827 (died in in-

fancy) ; Sarah C. (Mrs. Richard Parmelee), born Feb.

10, 1832; Julia W. (Mrs. George O. Keeler), born

Sept. 3, 1834; Edwin, who was born Oct. 24, 1839,

married Sarah W. Raymond, of Southport, Conn.

He enlisted during the late civil war in the Fifth

Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, and served four

years. He now resides in Dakota Territory.

Mrs. Benedict died June 16, 1876. Dec. 10, 1876,

Mr. Benedict married Betsey Ann Betts, of Wilton.

She died Nov. 11, 1879.

Mr. Benedict is a man of originality of character,

vivacious and pleasant in his social relations, and pos-

sessed of much kindness of heart. He was never
" made a freedman," which is done by taking the oath

of allegiance to Connecticut and the United States,

and consequently has never exercised or possessed the

right of suflfrage. During his life Mr. Benedict has

been engaged in milling, carpentering, farming, and

other active pursuits. Always industrious, economi-

cal, and saving, he has added much to his handsome

patrimony. The declining years of his life are cared

for by his daughter, Mrs. Parmelee, and with as vig-

orous, clear, and active intellect as he has ever pos-

sessed, Mr. Benedict is at the present time (August,

1880) a remarkably good type of the sturdy New
England race, which has placed its impress on the

whole broad continent. Fertile in i-esources, prompt

in action, with physical powers to carry into execu-

tion the plans of the mind, the children of this New
England race are connected with and stand in the

van of every progressive movement for the benefit of

mankind. May he be long spared to fill his j^lace in

the town of his birth.

CAPT. JOSEPH W. HUBBELL.

Joseph W. Hubbell, son of Aaron and Sarah (Silli-

man) Hubbell, was born Oct. 22, 1800, in Fairfield,

Conn. His grandfather, a farmer, was born in Fair-

field County, was a member of the Legislature, and

died in middle life, much respected.

Aaron Hubbell was also a farmer, and was born,

spent his life, and died, at the advanced age of eighty-

seven years, in Fairfield County.

Joseph W. was reared on the farm of his ancestors

till his fifteenth birthday Avas passed, when, desirous

of a more active life than the quiet seclusion of rural

occupations, he entered the store of Benjamin

Wheeler, of Bridgeport, as clerk. His new avocation

continued four years, two of which were spent in the

employ of Mr. Wheeler and two in that of Isaac

Burroughs. Another and a more responsible position

was awaiting our young merchant: he became cap-

tain of a vessel running from Bridgeport to New York.

In this new sphere, navigation, he was engaged nine

years. While occupied in this pursuit he married

Mary Ann, daughter of Wm. Parrott, of Bridgeport,

Dec. 23, 1823. In 1829, Capt. Hubbell ceased his

mariner life, and on July 29th removed to Norwalk

and formed a partnership in the milling and mercan-

tile business with Thos. C. Wardin, of Bridgeport.

This partnership proved a profitable one, and con-

tinued till the death of Mr. Wardin, in 1851, when

Capt. Hubbell purchased the interest of his late part-

ner, and continued both milling and merchandising

till he lost both mill and the bulk of his property by
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a great freshet. After this he only continued the

mercantile part of his business, building a store for

that purpose. In 185G he went out of merchandising

and became the treasurer of thc"Nor\valk Savings

Society." For fourteen years and over lie transacted

the duties of that position with care, frugality, and

honesty, and to the entire satisfaction of his associates.

Capt. Hubbell has been a magistrate for a period

covering many years, a selectman for eight years,

an assessor for two terms, member of Coiinecticut

Legislature, and was in early life a Whig, but since

the organization of the Republican party an earnest

supporter of its principles.

For forty years and upwards Capt. Hubbell has

been a director of the Fairfield County Bank and

its successor, the Fairfield County National Bank.

At the present time (July, 1880) he is vice-president

of the same. Both Cajjt. and Mrs. Hubbell became

members of the Episcopal Church in 1823. He was

vestryman for over thirty years, since then a warden,

and is now a senior warden. Mrs. Hubbell died May
8, 1876, and was buried in Norvvalk Cemetery. In

disposition Capt. Hubbell is kind and genial, a hos-

pitable friend and generous giver to a deserving cause.

In business he was accommodating, but careful,

economical, and conservative rather than prone to

rush hastily into new schemes of brilliant promise.

He is enabled, by the prudence of his earlier life, to

have a competency of worldly possessions to cheer his

latter days, and may well be happy in the esteem and

confidence of his many friends of years.

ANSOX RICHARDS.

One of the old-time families of Norvvalk, Conn., is

the Richards family. Most of its members have pur-

sued the even tenor of their way as quiet agricul-

turalists, living to a hale old age.

Anson Richards, second son of Samuel and Mercy
Richards, was born in Norwalk, June 2, 1794.

Samuel Richai'ds, Sr., his paternal ancestor, was
born April 27, 1770, and died Oct. 2, 1840, much
respected.

Samuel Richards, Jr., older brother of Anson, was
born Nov. 14, 1791, and died Dec. 6, 1871. He was a

stirring, representative man, holding many and prom-
inent positions.

Anson Richards remained with his father on the

farm where he now (August, 1880) resides at the ad-

vanced age of eighty-six years. In the common
schools of his early youth he was an apt scholar, and
when about seventeen years of age went to New Canaan
as clerk in the employ of Richards & St. John, in a

general country store. Here he remained two years.

Returning to his birthplace, he assisted his father in

agriculture, and after his father's death carried on the

farm.

Mr. Richards never sought or cared for office. The
only one he ever held was secretary and treasurer of

Union Cemetery Association, left vacant by the death

of his brotlier Samuel.

Mr. liichards married Mrs. Azetta Perkins, daugh-

ter of Isaiah Smith, of Stamford, ('onn. They had no

olfsjiriiig. Mrs. Richards was Ijorn in 1807, and died

July Hi, 18(;i.

With the same quietude and tranquillity as that in

which his life has passed, Mr. Richards is awaiting

the summons for his "going home," secure in the

rectitude of a well-ordered life, which has dealt justly

witli all and held malice for none, and in possession of

a competency more than sufficient to supply all the

wants of his remaining years.

DAVID M. FILLOW.

David M. Fillow was born in Wilton, Conn., Jan.

5, 1810. His great-grandfather, .Tames, was of French

ancestry, and was probably the first of the name ever

in America. He died in 1717, at the advanced age of

eighty years, in Westport, where he was buried. He
had excellent health until a short time previous to

his death. He was social in his manners and believed

a laugh much better medicine than physic. He
married Mary, daughter of Garner Olmstead. His

two sons, Benjamin and Elijah, survived him. His

old homestead has but recently passed out of the

possession of his descendants.

Benjamin Fillow was born in Norwalk, and was a

small boy at the commencement of the Revolution,

of which he held vivid recollections. He was proba-

bly a soldier of 1812. He was a farmer, highly re-

spected, was a consistent member of the Methodist

Church. He never aspired to political distinction,-

was quiet in his tastes, preferring the home-life of the

farm to any other station, but was held in high esteem,

in the community where he lived for his upright life.

His latter years were passed in that portion of Nor-

walk now included in Westport. He married demons,

daughter of Denton Gregory. This union was blessed

with four children, three of whom—Lewis P., Phojbe,

and James—grew to maturity. His death occurred

Jan. 6, 1852, aged eighty-six years.

Lewis P. was born Feb. 15, 1787. Like his father,

he was a farmer, and a representative one. He Wiis

independent in politics. He married Lydia Moore-

house, daughter of Stephen Moorehouse. Their ten

children—six sons and four daughters—all lived to

maturity and married. In the relations of life he did

well his part, and his memory is cherished by a large

circle of descendants. Though poor in world's goods,

he left an honest name, and passed away March 1,

1866, aged eighty years.

David Moorehouse Fillow was, as a lad, on the

farm with his father, and had no such oj^portunity of

acquiring education as the children of this genera-

tion, for David was the eldest son of a large family,

and the work of earning a livelihood kept both father

and son busy, and the only time of school he could
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get was in the three months' winter term, and never a

day after he was fifteen years old. The winter he

was fifteen, instead of going to school, lie learned shoe-

making, and worked at that trade winters thereafter,

his father receiving his wages, until he was twenty-

one.

Mr. Fillow married Jane, daughter of Thaddeus

Waterbury, of Wilton, Dec. 5, 1830, but did not com-

mence housekeeping until the next year, when the

young couple commenced the new home life in what

is now Westport. Here they lived eight years. At
that time he removed to his present place, which was

purchased from his father. For almost forty-one

years he has kept his residence here, acting well his

part, enjoying much happiness and enduring many
sorrows, and in his way doing much to make the his-

tory of that part of tlie town. His first wife died

Nov. 9, 1866. She was mother of six, four of whom

—

Lydia Ann (Mrs. Thaddeus Waterbury), Lewis Burr,

William F., and David A.—are living.

Nov. 25, 1868, Mr. Fillow married Mrs. Nancy J.

Whitney, daughter of Reuben Blake, of Greenwich.

Mr. Fillow has for years been a member of the

First Baptist Church of Norwalk, and from his con-

sistent walk, honesty of purpose, and steady follow-

ing of Christian principles was called to the position

of deacon, which office he has held for the last four

years.

In politics Mr. Fillow is a Democrat, and is always

loyal to his principles, and, from his conscientious-

ness, would vote that ticket as well alone as if every

one else in town voted it.

CHAPTER LVL
BEDDING.

Organization—Topographical—The Indians— Cliioken Warrups—The

First Grant of landa—Subsequent Grants—Capt. Samuel Couch's

Purchase.

The town of Redding is an interior town, lying near

the geographical centre of the county, and is bounded

as follows : On the north by Danbury and Bethel ; on

the east by Newtown and Easton ; on the south by

Easton, Weston, and Wilton ; and on the west by
Wilton and Ridgefield. It is watered by the Sauga-

tuck, Aspetuck, and Norwalk Rivers, and their tribu-

taries, all of which flow in a southerly direction,

mingling their waters with Long Island Sound. The
surface is hilly and the soil is generally good, par-

ticularly on the ridges, which are very fertile.

INDIANS.

The tract of land embraced within the bounds of

the present town of Redding was claimed by a small

and unimportant tribe of Indians, composed of a few

stragglers or disaffected members of the Potatucks of

Newtown, the Paugussetts of Milford, and the Mo-

hawks of New York. This motley tribe had their

village near the present residence of Mr. John Read,

and was presided over by a chief bearing the eupho-

nious name of Chicken Warrups, or Sam Mohawk, as

he was sometimes called. It is supposed that he was a

sagamore or under-chief of the powerful Mohawks,
one of the tribes of the celebrated league of the Iro-

quois, which inhabited New York, and who for some
reason fled from his tribe, and settled on Greenfield

Hill. Here he killed an Indian, and fled to Redding.

He was a shrewd, cunning, and important character

in the early history of the town, and the original

deeds were executed by him and one Naseco, a subor-

dinate chief.

Their signatures were as follows

:

his

Chickens, alias X'

Sam Mohawk mark.

his

Naseco X
mark.

THE FIRST GRANT OF LANDS.

The first grant of lands was made to Mr. Cyp-

rian Nichols in 1687, in that part of the town now
known as Lonetown. The following is a copy of the

grant and survey :

" At a General Court held at Hartford, Oct. 13, 1CS7.

" This Court grants Blr. Cyprian Nichols two hundred acres of land

where he can find it, provided lie take it up where it may not prejudice

any former grant to any particular person or plantation ; and the sur-

veyors of the next plantation are hereby appointed to lay out the same,

he paying for it.

" Caleb Stanley."

Capt. Nichols "took up" his grant in that part-

of the " obling" which is now Lonetown, as is shown

by the following document

:

" March 1, a.d. 1711.

"Then laid out ye Grant of two hundred acres of land granted by ye

General Court to Capt. Cyprian Nichols, Oct. 13, 1687, as follows,—viz., be-

ginning at a great Chestnut tree marked on ye south and west side, and

J. R. set upon it, standing at ye south end of Woolf Ridge, a little below

Danbury bounds, tlience running west one hundred rods to a Walnut

tree marked on two sides, then running south one mile to a red oak tree

marked, then ninning east one hundred rods to a black oak tree marked,

then running north one mile to the Chestnut tree first mentioned. An
heap of stones lying at ye root of each ye trees. W^e say then thus laid

out by us,

" th03ias hoyt,
" Daniel Taylou,

"Surveyors of ye.Toixn of Danbury.

" Entered in ye public book of En-

trys for Surveys of Land, folio 14,

per Hezekiah Wyllys, Secretary,

March 21, 1711."

SUBSEQUENT GRANTS.

The next grant of land in this locality was made
to Daniel Hilton, May 7, 1700, of two hundred acres,

and on the 10th of October, 1706, a grant was made
to Richard Hubbell, of one hundred acres, as follows :

" Mahch 3rd, a.d. 1711.

" Then laid out ye Grant of two hundred acres of land made by ye Gen-

eral Court to Mr. Daniel Hilton, May 7, 1700, and ye Grant of one hun-

dred acres, granted October 10th, 170G, by ye General Court to Mr. Richard

Hubbell, all in one piece as foUoweth,—viz.. Beginning at a Walnut tree
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marked, and J. R. upon it, standinp; a littlo way North ICast from yo Hog

Kidge between Daiibury anil Fairfield, 1lii!nc(! running two linndred and

eighty rods northerly to a lied Oak tree marltcil, on yo \V<!Mt Bldii of

Stadly liidgo, thence rnnning easterly one hundred anil ei^'lity-four rods

to the Littlo Hiverat two ElmStaddles andallodOalc, marked, thence run-

ning Southerly, west of ye river, and bounded upon it, two hundred and

eighty rods to a bitter Walnut tree marked, tlieneu running one hundred

and sixty rode westerly to the Walnut tree first mentioned, thus and

then laid out by us,

" Thomas IIoyt,

" Danihi, Tayi.oii,

Siirvfijors of the Town of Dayibury.''''

Mr. Todd in his " History of Redding" says, " These

grants were purchased, probably before tliey were laid

out, by Mr. John Read, one of the earliest actual

settlers of Redding."

CAPTAIN SAMUEL COUCH'S PURCHASE.

In 1712 it was ordered by tlie General Court that

all lands lying between Fairfield and Dunbury, not

already " taken up" by settlers, should be sold at pub-

lic auction in the town of Fairfield. This, however,

was not sold until August, 1722, when it was bid off by

Capt. Couch for himself and Nathan Gold. The in-

habitants of Redding claimed that no notice of the

sale had been given, and the result was that they grew

very indignant, and in the following year presented

the following protest and petition to the General Court

then convened at New Haven

:

"To the Honok'bi.e the General Court:

"John Bead, in behalf of himself and the rest of the formere or pro-

prietors of farms between Danbury and Fairfield, humbly slieweth,

" That the Hon'ble Nathan Gold, Esq., late deceased, and Peter Burr,

Esq., as Agents for ye Colony, held a Vendue lately at Fairfield about ye

time of ye Superior Courts sitting yr in August Uist, and sold to Capt.

Samuel Couch, who bid for himself and for s'd Nathan Gold, Esq., all

ye land between Fairfield and Danbury not before disposed of for the

sum of . Yr humble pet'rs conceive the same ought not to bo

ratified, because ye same was done so unexpectedly and without suffi-

cient notice, none of \is most nearly concerned knew any thing of it; if

ye order of ye General Court had been freshly passed, ye less notice was

need full, but lying ten or twelve years, sufficient notice was not given,

and well considered it can't be good. The inconveniences are intoler-

able, the place is now growing to be a village apace. Ye lands purchased

are but ye over and over for farms.

"The remaining Scraps will bo a very lean and scanty allowance for

a comon, and (are) absolutely necessary to accommodate the place with

hiways, and some strips left on purpose for ye use and ye surveying of

the farms. Several farms interfere through mistakes, and such interfers

must be supplied elsewhere; now in such circumstances it was never

the hard fate of any poor place to have ye shady Rock at their door and
ye path out of town or about town sold away from them by ye- General

Court. Therefore humbly praying ye Ilon'ble Court to giant ye same to

ye proprietoi-s of farms thei'e in proportion for a common and hiways, or

if the same seem too much, since some persons liave bid a sum for our

hiways, we pray to buy them at first hands, and will pay this Hon'ble

Court for the same as much as ye Court shall sett \ipon, and remain your

honor's most obedient servants.

" Jno. Read."

When the matter came before the court Mr. Jona-

than Sturges deposed as follows :

"Some of the Company began to bid for s'd land, and some of the

Company desired that Mr. Stone, who was there present, would pull out

his watch and that the time for bidding should bo lint ten minutes, and
the watch was laid down on the table. For a littlo time the people bid

but slowly; but when they perceived the ten minutes to be near out,

they began to bid very briskly, and when it come to the last minute the

people bid more quickly, and at the last they bid so quick after one
another that it was hard to distinguish whose bid it was. At the very

minute the tentli minute ended ; Imt I, utandlng near the watch, «poke

and said, 'The tijne is oiit, and it's Capt. (Jouch'n bid, but I am ct-rtaln

Thomas Hill bid twenty stiillings more.'

"

Mr. Read, however, did not succeed in hh attempt

to have the sale set aside, and the lands were ad-

judged tf) the purchasers, ('apt. Couch seems to have

disposed of an interest in a pfirt of his jjiirchase to

Thomas Nash, of Fairfield, and in 172.3 the two re-

ceived a joint patent for the same. This patent is

a curious and valuable document and is given entire

:

" Whereas, the Governor and Company of the English Colony of C<jn-

necticut, in General Court asscmble l at IFartford the 8th day of May,

Anno Domini, 1712, did order and enact that all those lands flying within

the said Colony) between Danbury on tfie north, and the towns of Fair-

field and Norwalk on the south, should be sold at Public Vendue, and by

said act did fully authorize and empower the Hon'''"^ Nathan Gold and

Peter Burr. Esq., both of the town of Fairfield aforesaid, ti) make sale

and dispose of the s'd same lands accordingly and whereas tha s'd

Nathan Gold and Peter Burr, in pursuance and by force and virtue of

the aforesaiil act, did by their deed in writing, executed in due form,

bearing date this first day of May, Anno Domini l"2:i, for a valuable

sum of money paid by Samuel Couch and Thomas Nash, both of the

town afores'd. Grant, sell, and convey unto them the s'd Samuel Couch

and Thomas Nash, one hundred acres of s'd land lioundcd and butted aj*

follows, that is to say, lying within six rods of the north bounds line of

the townships afores'd, and on both sides of the road that leads from

Norwalk to Danbury, and lying the whole length of the one hundred

acres formerly laid out to s'd Thomas Nash, and bounded westerly by

the s'd Ttiomas Nash, and from the northeast corner of s'd Nash, his

bound being a black-oak stump that stands on the land and a small box-

wood tree maiked in course, rnnning northerly sixty-eight degrees, cast-

wardly thirty-two rods to a white-oak staddle; thence South forty-three

degrees and thirty minutes, eastvvardly fifty rods to a rock, and stones

on the same, that stands on the e.'istward side of a brook that runs by

the southerly end of Umpawaug Hill, between the s'd brook and Dan-

bury road, and from s'd Rock to run North sixty-eight degrees, East-

wardly eighty-six rods to a mass of stones; then South twenty-two

degrees, Eastwardly one hundred and thirteen rods to a white-oak sap-

ling, marked, standing on the aforementioned North bounds line of

Fairfield; then by s'd lino one hundred and forty rods \ip to the South-

East corner of s'd Njish, his one hundred acres, Danbury road being

allowed in above measure of six rods wide, and the hiway by the Town-

ship's line of six rods wide, and whereas the s'd Samuel Couch and

Thomas Nash have humbly desired that they may have a particular

grant of s'd Governor and Company made (by Patent) unto them, their

heii-s, and assigns, for the same land bounded, butted, and described,

under the seal of the s'd Colony, know ye, therefore, that the Governor

and Company of the s'd Colony, in pursuance and by virtue of the

powers granted unto them by our late Sovereign Lord, King Charles the

Second of blessed memory, \fi and by his Majestie's lettci-s-patent under

the great seal of England, bearing date the three-and-twentieth day of

April, in the fourteenth year of his s'd Majestie's Reign, have given and

granted, and by these presents, for them, their heii-s, and successors, do

give, grant, ratifie, ami confirm \into them the s'd Samuel Couch ami

Thonuis Nash, their hell's and assigns forever, all the sM peice or pai"cell

of land, containing one hundred acres, I)0 the same more or less, butted

and bounded as afores'd, and all and singular the woods, timber, under-

woods, lands, waters, brooks, ponds, fishings, fowlings, mines, minerals,

and precious stones upon or within the s'd i>iece or jviroell of laud here

by granted or mentioned, or intended to be granted as afores'd, and all

and singular the riglits, members, horeditjiments, and appurtenances of

tlie same, and the reversion or rovei"sions, remainder or remaindei'S,

profits, privileges whatsoever, of and in the s'd peioe or parcel! of land

or every or any part thereof. To have and to hold the s'd one liundred

acres of land hereby granted, w ith all and singular its appurtenances,

unto them the s'd Samuel Couch and Thomas Nash, their lieirs .and

assigns, to and for their own proper use, benefit, and behoof from tlic

day of the date hereof, and from time to time and at all times forever

hero after as a good, sure, lawful, absolute, indefeasible estate of Inherit-

ance in Fee simple, without any condition, limitation, use. or other thing

to alter, change, or make void the same. To be holdon of our Siiverolgn

Lord, King George, his heirs and suocessoni, as of his 5I:\iestie's Manor
of East Greenwich, in the county of Kent in the Kingxiom of England,

in free and common soccago and not in eappitce, nor by Knight service;
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tbey yielding and paying tlierefov to our Sovereign Lord tlte Kin?, his

heirs and successors forever, only the ilfth part of all the oar of Gold

and Silver, which, from time to time and at all times hereafter, shall be

gotten, had, or otherwise obtained, in lieu of all rents, services, duties,

and demands whatsoever, according to charter. In witness whereof, we
the s'd Governor and Company have caused the Seal of the s'd Colony to

be hereunto affixed the fourteenth day of May. Anno George, Magna
Brittannife, &c., Annoque Domini 1723.

" G. Saltonstall,
,

" Governor.

" By order of the Governor ;

" HeZEKIAH WYJ.LYS,

" Secretary,"*^

Subsequently Capt. Couch purchased of the Indians

a tract of land lying in Lonetown, contiguous to the

estate of Mr. John Head, and which a fevv years later

he sold to that gentleman. The deed was given by

Chickens, and some of its provisions caused consider-

able trouble to the colonists in later years. This deed

is as follows

:

'• Know all men whom it may concern that I Chicken an Indian Sag-

gamore living between Fairfield, Danbuvy, Ridgefield, and Newtown, at

a place called Lonetown in the county of Fairfield in the Colony of Con-

necticut, in New England, for and in consideration of twelve pounds, six

shillings, already paid unto me by Samuel Couch of Fairfield, liusband-

man, have given, granted, bargained, sold, confirmed, and firmly made
over unto said Samuel Couch, his heirs and assigns forever, all the lands,

lying, being and sitnate between the aforesaid towns of Danbury, Fair-

field, Newtown, and Bidgefield, except what has been by letters patent

from the Governor and Company of this Colony of Connecticut made
over unto any person or persons or for any particular or public use. To
have and to hold unto the said Samuel Couch, and to his heirs and assigns

forever the aforesaid granted and described lauds or unpatented premises,

with all the i^rivileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging, or any

manner of way appertaining, affirming myself to be the true owner, and

sole proprietor of said land and have just, firm, and only right to dispose

of the same. Reserving in the whole of the same, liberty for myself and

my heirs to hunt, fish, and fowl upon the laud and in the waters, and

further reserving for myself, my children, and grandchildren and their

posterity the use of so much land by my present dwelling-house or wig-

wam as the General Assembly of the Colony by themselves or a Commit-

tee indiflfercntly appointed shall judge necessary for my or their personal

improvement, that is to say my Children, children's children and pos-

terity, furthermore I the said Chickens do covenant, promise, and agree,

to and with the said Samuel Couch, that I the said Cliickens, my heirs,

executors, and administi ators, the said described lands and bargained

premises, unto the said Samuel Couch his heirs, etc., against the claims

and demands of all manner of persons whatever, to warrant and forever

by these presents defend. In confirmation of the above premises I the

said Chickens set to my hand and seal this ISth day of February Anno
Domini one thousaud seven hundred and twenty four five Annoque
Kegis, etc.

his

"Chickens, X Saggamore."

mark

Although the lands were adjudged to the pur-

chasers, the people did not submit quietly, and in

1725 presented the following unsuccessful petition to

the General Court :

" To the Honorable the General Court to be holden at Hartford on the

Second Thursday of May, 172.5.

THE EARNEST PRAYER

Of the inhabitants, and of those that have farms in a certain tract of land

lying between Fairfield and Danbury, Newtown and Richfield, with whom
the Proprietory of a certain division of Land in Fairfield importunately

joins

—

" Whereas the Honorable General Assembly of this Colony hath in

several of their Sessions, been pleased out of their great goodness &
generosity to give unto some of your humble Petitioners & to others of

them to sell certain Parcells of Land between the aforesaid towns &
many of your Petitioners that they might get a comfortable maintenance

& thereby be better able to serve their country have removed from their

former habitations with great families of Children unto sd Land where

we by ye blessing of God on our Industry have (passed) through (the)

many difficulties that generally attend such new & Wooden Habitations

and have now yet to go through, which are by us insuperable—but re-

flecting upon your Honor's accustomed Goodness, ready protection, and

willing encouragement towards all such that have been under ye like

circumstances as we now are, makes us far from despairing of Living

like rational Creatures and Christians in a very few years, and under our

present Circumstances we have often the neighboring Ministers preaching

ye word of God to us, and when your Honors shall be pleased to grant

this our earnest & necessary request our number of Inhabitants will im-

mediately be greatly renewed & we soon able to obtain a Minister & give

him an honorable support—and that is to grant the vacant land that lies

in slips and pieces between ye Land already given and sold to your Pe-

titioners to lye for a perpetual Comon for ye good of .ye Parish : other-

wise your poor Petitioners living at a great distance from any place

where the public worship of God is attended, must be obliged and their

Posterity after them to be soon as the Hathen are—without the outward

and ordinary means of Salvation, the Thought of which makes us now
most importunately address your Honors with this our Request making

no doubt but yt ye desire your Honors have & the great care you have

always tiiken to promote & encourage Religion—will also now be moved

to grant your poor Petitioners their Request, it being no more than your

Honors have often done even unto every new Plantation, many of which

are not nor never will be comparable unto this. Tour Honors, granting

us this our Request, and it will be as we humbly conceive the most profit-

able w-ay for ye good of this Colony to dispose of ye land for a perpetual

comon, for ye good of a Parish than any other way whatsoever : for a

flourishing and large Parish such as we are assured this will make will

soon pay more into ye Public Treasury than the whole of the Land would

do if it w^ere now to be sold : and not only so, but your poor Petitioners

& their Posterity preserved from Heathenism & Infidelity : for if your

Honors should not grant the Land for a common for the good of a Parish

your poor Petitioners—the most of us at least, must be shut within the

compass of our own land, & cant possibly get off unless we trespass, or

gain the shift yt the birds of the air have, neither to market nor meet-

ing & we & our Posterity forever imable to have a settled Minister & your

Honors may easily conceive how greatly disadvantageous to our Tem-

poral Interest, which is so great an act of crueltj' and hardship that

never yet was experienced from your Honors & your Petitioners humbly

beg they may not: but yt they may be sharers with their neighbors in

your Honor's thoughtful care and regard for them

—

" And if your Honors in their Prudence and Wisdom shall think it

best to sell the aforesaid Land your Petitioners humbly beg the3' may
have the first offer of it, who are always ready to give as much as any

shall or will let it lye for a perpetual Common, & your humble Petitioners

beg and most earnestly desire the Laud may not be sold from their doora

or confirmed to any yt pretend they have bought it : for whatever pre-

tended sale there has been made thereof already we humbly conceive

that it was not with the proper power & Legality that it ought to be con-

firmed: and as for its being purchased of the Indian (who both English

and Indian acknowledge has a good Indian title to it viz. Chicken, is by

what we can learn by the Indian himself & ye circumstances of, a slight

peice of policy & we fear Deceit, ye latter of which the Indian constantly

affirms it to be, for his design as he saith, and being well acquainted with

him, living many of us near him have great reason to believe liim, was

to sell but a snuill Quantity, about two or three hundred acres, but in ye

deed ye whole of the land is comprehended, which when the Indian

heard of it he was greatly enraged, and your Petitioners humbly beg yt

such a sale may not he confirmed, lest it prove greatly disadvantageous

to this Colony & cause much bloodshed, as instances of ye like nature

have in all Probability in our neighboring Provinces

—

•' Your Petitioners most earnestly & heartily beg that your Honors

would think on them & grant them their request, & your Petitioners as

in duty bound shall ever pray

—

' John Read,

Thomas Williams,

Stephen Morehouse,

Benjamin Hambleton,

Benjamin Franklin,

Moses Knapp,

Nathan Lyon,

Benajah Hall,

Will'm Hill,

Dan'll Crofoot,

Eeenezeh Hull,

Asa Hall,

Joseph Meeker,

Dan'l Lyon,

Thom\s Hill,

George Hull.
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' Anil wc, ye Piopiietors of a certain DiviiJion of Lane] in Fairflold

called ye Longluts must heartily join with your Honor's ahove J'etilionerH

in their neeilful llequest to yon, & an we your lininhle iietitionerH lieing

well acquainted with the cireunistanees of them—they heing our Chil-

dren Friends & Neighliors & concerned greatly for their welfare do earn-

estly Leg that your Ilonora would consider how melancholy a thing it is,

that these poor people should live destitute of tlie means of grace for

want only of your small oncourageinent vvhiidi to give them would not

only he most certainly very pleasing to AIniiglity Ooil hut would liivinvise

enrich this Colony if a large & Rich I^arish will any ways coiitrihnle

thereto, & as your Petitioners Land I'nns to & ad.joyns to ye .aforesaid

Vacant Land, Wo for the good of a Parish, tlierehy to advantage your

above poor Petitioners are willing & very ready to give; in Two miles of

our land adjoining to the afores'd Vacant Lanil to Ijci witliin the Parish
;

& are assured if your Honors would grant the afores'd Land to Ijo for a

Comon there soon would ho a Flourisliing Parish ; & being so well ac-

cpiainted with the Circumstances of the ahove Petitioners that we cant

but earnestly & Pathetically entreat yonr Honors to grant their Bequest.

" & your Petitioners as in Duty bound shall ever pray

:

"Moses Dimon,

John Hide,

Tiio. Hill,

CoRNKLiis Hull,

Elizabkth Buku,

JoNA Sturgis,

John Smith,

Thad's Burr,

Andrew Burr,

Samuel Wakeman,
Samuel Squires,

Ezekiel Sanford,

Egbert Turney, Jr.,

Joseph Wilson,

John Wheeler,

John Sturgeh.

JoSKPH Wheeler,

Thomas Sanford,

John Morehouse,

Joseph Rowland,

William Hill,

Nathan Gold,

John Gold,

Robert Silliman,

Daniel Morehouse.'

CHAPTER LVII.

REDDING (Continued).

The First Dwellings—Sketches of the Various Families; Adams, Banks,

Barlow, Bartlett, Bartrani, Bates, Beach, Benedict, Betts, Burr, Bnrritt,

Burton, Cliatfield, Couch, Darling, Fairchild, Foster, Gold, Gorham,

Gray, GrifTen, Hall, Hawley, Hill, Heron, Hull, Jackson, Lee, Lyon,

Lord, JLillory, Meade, Meeker, Merchant, Moreliouse, Perry, Piatt,

Read, Rogers, Rumsey, Sanford, Smith, Stowe, etc.

THE PIONEERS.

There is a tradition that the first three dwellings

in this town were built at about the same period,

—

one in the Boston District, on the site of the present

residence of Noah Lee ; one in the centre, on the site of

Capt. Davis' present residence ; and the third in Lone-

town, built by John Read, on the j^lace now occupied

by Aaron Treadwell's residence.

Although the settlement increased gradually and

gave evidence of a healthy growth, still there is

no authentic record of the inhabitants until 1723,

when we find the following names : Nathan Pickett,

Gershom Morehouse, John Hall, Francis Hall, Robert

Chauncey, Wolcott Chauncey, Daniel AV^il-

liam Hill, Jr., Philip Judd, Nathan Adams, Stephen

Morehouse, Benjamin Faycrwcatlier, Thomas Bailey,

Thomas Williams, Asa Hall, Joshua Hall, David Cro-

fut, John Read, Isaiah Hull, Moses Knapp, Benjamin

Sturges, Samuel Hall, John Read (2d), Burgess Hall,

Isaac Hall.

The following sketches of the early families of Red-

* Illegible.

ding are taken Hubstantially from Mr. Charles Burr

Todd's excellent " History of Redding." Some addi-

tions and (Hirr<!f;t!onH an; made by Thomas Saiif'ird,

Esq., of Redding, and Mr. A. 15. Hull, of Danbury.

. THE EAllLY FA.MIIJES OF HEDlJl.N'O.f

Joseph Adams removed when a young man from

Boston to Fairfield, and married, .soon after, Joanna

Dlsbrow, of Fairfield. About 1760 he removed to

Redding, and settled in Lonetown, on the farm now
owned by his grandson, St(!phen. His children were

Stephen, biii)tized Aug. !'), 17G2; Hczekiah, bajftized

Sept. 80, 1764; Ellen, baptized Nov. 176.j; Altigail,

baptized March 6, 1768; Joseph, bajitized April 28,

1771 ;
Israel, baptized Jan. 10, 1773; Aaron, baptized

July 16, 1775
;
Nathan, baptized Sept. 6, 1778. Of

these children, Stephen enlisted in the Continental

army and never returned. Hczekiah married Betty

Parsons, and had children: Betsey, who married

John Gray and settled in Norwalk
;
Stephen, now

living in Redding, at the age of eighty-nine; Lem-
uel, now living in Redding, aged eighty-six

;
Aaron,

who removed to the West; and Elinor, who mar-

ried Hawley Judd. It is related of Hczekiah Adams
that, too young to enlist as a soldier in the Revolu-

tionary army, he entered the service as a teamster,

and on one occasion drove a wagon loaded with

Spanish milled dollars to Baltimore.

Abraham Adams, brother of Joseph, wa.s contem-

porary with him in Redding. His wife was Sarah

. Their children were Ann, baptized March

6, 1768; Deborah, baptized April 28, 1771; Sarah,

baptized July 31, 177-4 (died in infancy)
;
Sarah, bap-

tized Oct. 20, 1776; Eli, baptized Jan. 30, 1780.

Family record mentions a son Abraham.

Jesse Banks, a son of Joseph Banks, of Fairfield,

removed to Redding at an early day
;
married, June

11, 1703, Mabel Wlieelcr (town record says Mchitabk

Wheeler). Their children were Hyatt, born Dec.

9, 1764; Jesse, born Oct. 29, 1766; Joanna, born

July 27, 1768; Mabel, born Oct. 2, 1772 (died in in-

fancy)
;
Mary, born June 23, 1774; Mabel, born Nov.

17, 1776.

Jesse married, Dec. 15, 1787, Martha Summers;

Mabel married Ebenezer Foot, Aug. 29, 1797. Seth

Banks also appears in Redding contemporary with

Jesse ; married Sarah Pickett, Nov. 20, 1776. and

had children : Mehitable, born Jan. 15, 1778, and

Thomas ; and perhaps others.

The Barlow family in Redding is descended from

John Barlow, who appears in Fairfield as early as

1()68, and died in 1674. Samuel Barlow, son of Sam-

uel Barlow, of .Fairfield, grandson of John Barlow,

he a son of the fii^st settler of that name, removed to

f These notes, arranged alphabetioally, ai"o not intendwi as complete

histories of the families mentioned, but rather as sketches of the early

settlei-s of the town, and as aids to the genealogist in his rese.irx-hes. For

complete histories, the inquirer should consult the ancient recuriis of

Norwalk, Stintfoi'd, Fairlield, and Danbury, as well .-is those of Redding.

—Todd.
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Redding about 1740, and settled in what is now Bos-

ton District, near the present residence of Bradley

Hill. He married, first, Eunice, daughter of Daniel

Bradley, of Fairfield, Aug. 2, 1731. Their children

were Daniel, born Nov. 24, 1734; Ruhamah, born

Jan. 22, 1737; James, born Jan. 29, 1739; Jabez, born

March 21, 1742. After the death of his first wife,

Samuel Barlow married Esther, daughter of Na-

thaniel Hull, of Redding, Aug. 7, 1774; she died

Aug. 28, 1775, aged fifty-four years. Their children

Avere Nathaniel, born May 13, 1745; Aaron, born

Feb. 11, 1750; Samuel, born April 3, 1752; Joel, the

poet, born March 24, 1754
;
Huldah, born .

Mr. Samuel Barlow purchased his farm of James
Bradley for two thousand five hundred pounds. It

consisted of one hundred and seventy acres, with
" buildings thereon," and was bounded on the north

by the first cross highway from the rear of the long

lots,—without doubt the road leading from Boston

through the centre to Redding Ridge. " This north-

ern boundary," says Mr. Hill, "together with the

familiar names of the old owners of property on the

other side of the farm, and also the names of such

familiar localities on the farm as 'the boggs,' and the

'flat ridge,' and the 'up-and-down road,' leading to

each from the main road, mark this farm purchased

by Samuel Barlow as being unmistakably the present

property of Bradley Hill and the heirs of Gershom
Hill. There was on it at the time a good substantial

dwelling-house of respectable size, erected by a pre-

vious owner, and which stood about four hundred feet

west of the present residence of Bradley Hill, on the

same side of the street. The house was demolished

in 1823. Having jiurchased this property, Jan. 2,

1749, he undoubtedly located his family ou it the fol-

lowing spring, as in subsequent deeds he is recognized

as a resident of the ' Parish of Reading.' It was here

that Aaron, Samuel, Joel, and Huldah were born. It

was here he lived and died, and from here he was

buried in the old cemetery west of the Congregational

church in Redding Centre."

Of the children of Samuel Barlow, Daniel and Ru-

hamah died early. James settled in Ridgefield, on a

farm of one hundred and thirty acres conveyed to

him by his father March 30, 1770. He had four chil-

dren : Samuel, who removed to the South, Lewis,

Abigail, and James, who settled in Vei-mont.

Jabez, the youngest son by the first wife, settled in

Ohio.

Nathaniel Barlow married Jane Bradley, who was

born May, 1744. Their children were Gershom,

born Oct. 21, 1765, died of consumption, Sept. 24,

1794; Esther, born Sept. 30, 1767 (a deaf-mute), died

May 10, 1783 ;
Sarah, born Jan. 16, 1770, died April

11, 1845
;
Jonathan, born April 14, 1772, died Aug.

28, 1775; Betsey, born Aug. 2, 1778, died Sept. 9,

1864; Huldah, born April 3, 1780 (a deaf-mute),

died Aug. 29, 1787. Mr. Nathaniel Barlow died Dec.

26, 1782.

Aaron Barlow settled in Redding, on Umpawaug
Hill, on a farm purchased by his father several years

before. He was a man of ability, tall and of impos-

ing bearing, and served in the capacity of a colonel

in the Revolution. He removed to Norfolk, Va., and

died there of yellow fever. His children were El-

nathan, who died young
;
Elnathan, died in the war

of 1812
;
Samuel, removed to Ohio

;
Stephen, a law-

yer in Ohio; Daniel, lived and died in Redding;

Aaron, died'at sea
;
Esther, died at Norfolk, of yellow

fever; Joel, died in Redding
;
Rebecca, lived and died

in Redding ; and Thomas, called after Thomas Paine

by his Uncle Joel.

Thomas was educated and adopted by his uncle, the

poet,, and accompanied him to France as his private

secretary. He was also his companion on the fatal

journey to Wilna. After the death of his , uncle

Thomas returned to America and established himself

as a lawyer in Pittsburgh, Pa., and died there.

Samuel Barlow, the third son by the second wife,

was a soldier in the Revolutionary army, and died at

Rhinebeck, N. Y., on his return from the expedition

against Ticonderoga. A stone to his memory was

erected in the old cemetery in Redding, near the Con-

gregational church, and which is still standing.

Rev. Nathaniel Bartlett, second' pastor of the Con-

gregational Church in Redding, became, a resident in

1753, and so remained until his death, in 1810. He
married, June 13, 1753, Mrs. Eunice Russell, of Bran-

ford, Conn. Their children were Russell, baptized

June 9, 1754; Daniel C, baptized Jan. 16, 1757;

Anne, Feb. 25, 1759
;
Eunice, April 26, 1761 ; Jona-

than, Oct. 14, 1764
;
Lucretia, March 27, 1768. Rus-

sell married, Feb. 28, 1776, Rachel Taylor, and had

children : Clare, baptized March 30, 1777, and Flora,

baptized Aug. 29, 1779. Daniel C. married Esther

Read, Jan. 7, 1778, and settled in Amenia, N. Y.,

where some of his descendants now reside. Rev.

Jonathan married, first, Roda, daughter of Lemuel

Sanford
;

second, Betsey Marvin, of Wilton ; and

third, Abigail, daughter of Lemuel Sanford. He had

no children.

David Bartram removed from Fairfield to Redding'

as early as 1733, in which year he appears as sur-

veyor of highways. He was a farmer, and settled in

Lonetown. He had five sons and three daughters

born in Fairfield,—viz., David, Paul, James, Daniel,

born Oct. 23, 1745, John, Mabel, Hannah, and Bet-

sey. All the sons settled in Redding. David mar-

ried, April 30, 1762, Phebe Morehouse, by whom he

had Joel, David, John, Jonathan, Hulda, Hepsy, and

Phebe. (Family record.) Paul married, Sept. 19,

1756, Mary Hawley. Their children were Joseph,

born Jan. 28, 1758 (died in infancy)
;
Mary, born May

12, 1760 ;
Sarah, born Aug. 6, 1762 ;

Eunice, born Jan.

3, 1765
;
Eli, born March 30, 1767

;
Ruth, born Jan.

7, 1769; Ezekiel, born July 9, 1770 (town records);

Ezra, baptized May 9, 1773 ;
Joseph, baptized March

10, 1776. (Family record mentions a daughter Olive.)
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Of these children, Mary married Jabcz Burr, and re-

moved to Clarendon, Vt. ; Sarah married Milo Pal-

mer, and removed to the same i)lace ; Eunice married

Daniel Parsons, of Eedding ; Eli married Dolly Lyon,

of Redding, and about 1804 removed to Delaware

Co., N. Y. His children were William, Belinda,

Phebe, and Lodema. Ezekiel married Esther, daugh-

ter of Jonathan Parsons, of Redding. Their children

were Mary, Jared, Milo, Clarissa, Elizabeth, Jehu,

Sarah, Elias, Ezra, Phebe, and Noah. "One of his

sons, Jehu, studied law and rose to eminence in the

profession ; was judge, representative, and senator.

Ezekiel moved to Ohio at an early day and settled in

Marion, where he resided until his death, March 15,

1845. Ezra was a sailor ; married I^linor, daughter

of Chauncey Merchant, of Redding, and, quitting

the sea, removed to Delaware Co., N. Y., where he

died shortly after, leaving children : Joel M., Ezra,

Uriah, and Lucy. Joseph removed first to Vermont,

and afterwards to Tioga Co., N. Y. Olive married

Justus Stillson, of Redding, and removed to Groton,

N. Y.

James Bartram, son of David, settled in Redding
;

was a private in the Revolution ; married Hannah
Morehouse, who became the mother of twenty-one

children, ten only of whom survived. These were

Isaac, born April 15, 1758; Noah, born 17G0; James,

born 1770; Aaron, born Feb. 21, 1784; Lucy, Han-
nah, Betsey, Irena, and Anna.

Of these children, Isaac settled in Redding; mar-

ried Molly Hamilton, by whom he had children as

follows : Isaac, Harry, David, Willis, Chasie, Lucy,

Polly, and Huldah. Aaron also settled in Redding,

married Eunice Jenkins, and raised a large family of

children.

Daniel, fourth son of David, also settled in Red-

ding, was a tanner and currier by trade, and built

the first works of the kind in the town, on the ground

now occupied by Walter M. Edmonds for the same

purpose. He man-ied, Oct. 10, 1768, Ann Merchant,

of Redding. Their children were Esther, born April

16, 1770; Gurdon, born Oct. 25, 1771 (died in in-

fancy)
;
Anna, born Jan. 23, 1773 (died in infancy)

;

Elinor, born March 1, 1774 (died in infancy)
;
Gurdon,

born Sept. 21, 1776; Anna, born Aug. 10, 1778 (mar-

ried Mead; settled in Ridgcfield); Elinor, born

Feb. 4, 1780 (died in infancy); Uriah, born Jan. 9,

1782
;
Elinor, born Oct. 28, 1783 (married Nash;

settled in Marion); Julilla, born Nov. 12, 1785 (mar-

ried Bangs ; settled in Central New York)
;
Levi,

born Nov. 26, 1787; Phebe, born Sept. 19, 1790 (mar-

ried Curtin)
;
David, born June 5, 1795.

At the time of Tryon's invasion, with nearly every

other man in the town capable of bearing arms,

Daniel Bartram joined the militia and marched to the

defense of Danbury. Being absent several days, he

sent word to his wife that she must get some one to take

the hides from the vats or they would s])oil. There

Was not a man to be found; and so tlie brave woman,

leaving her' four small children to amasc one an-

other, (;aught her horse, hitclied him to the bark-mill,

ground the l)ark, took tlic hides out, turned and re-

packed them, and Jiad just seated herself at the

dinner-table when her husband rode up, having

gained leave of absence for the purpose of attending

to the matter.

.John Bartram, son of David the first, married,

Sept. 19, 1756, Charity Bulkley. Family record men-

tions two children,—Sally and Samuel.

Elias Bates was received to church-membership in

Redding Jan. 19, 1745 ; his wife, Sarah, March 4,

1748. There is no hint of his previous residence, and

he probably came here direct from England. His

children recorded in Redding were .Justus, baptized

July 26, 1747, and Sarah, baptized Feb. 2, 1752
;
by

a second wife, Tabitha
,
Walker, baptized Jan. 6,

1760, Elias, baptized Feb. 16, 1761, died in infancy.

John Bates, probably son of Elias, married Esther

. Their children were Ezra, baptized March

23, 1760 (died in infancy)
;
John, baptized July 25,

1762
;
Sarah, baptized May 5, 1764

;
Esther, baptizetl

Aug. 23. 1767; Nathan, baptized March 25, 1770;

Aaron, July 1, 1772; Martha and Slawson, Jan. 26,

1778.

Justus Bates, son of Elias, married Hannah Coley,

May 23, 1770. They had one child, Elias, ba])tized

Oct. 4, 1772, who married, Nov. 9, 1793, Lydia An-

drews, of Redding, and was the father of three chil-

dren : Walker, born June 4, 1796
;
Amaziah, born

May 17, 1801
;
Harriet, born May 21, 1804.

John Beach, missionary of the Church of England

in Redding, was born in Stratford, Conn., Oct. 6, 1700.

His father was Isaac Beach, son of the John Beach

who came from England in 1643. He graduated from

Yale College in 1721. He married, first, Sarah -,

who died in 1756, and, second, Abigail Holbrook, who
after his death returned to Derby. He had in all nine

children. Those who had families were Joseph, born

Sept. 26, 1727; Phebe, born 1729 (married Daniel

Hill, of Redding; died 1751, leaving a son Abel);

John, born 1734 (married Phebe Curtis ; died in 1791)

;

Lazarus, born 1736 ; had two children,—viz., Lazarus,

born 1760, and Isaac, born 1773.

Lazarus inherited his father's land in Redding, at

Hopewell, near which he built his house. Lazarus

Beach, Jr., was of a literary turn, and edited a paper

at Bridgeport, and afterwards at Washington, D. C.

On his journey to the latter place he lost his trunk

or valise, containing the Beach manuscripts and all

his materials gathered for the purpose of writing a

memoir of his distinguished grandfather. He built

the house now standing near Mr. Godfrey's. Isaac

Beach built the house now occupied by Hull B.

Bradley. The Rev. John Beach lived about thirty

to forty rods south of the church, probably on the

site of the old Capt. Munger house, which has long

since disappeared ; the irc// is still used by Mr. E.

P. Shaw. Lucy, daughter of the Rev. John Beach,
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married Rev. Mr. Townsend, and was lost at sea on

her passage to Nova Scotia, probably at the time of

the great exodus of loyalists after the Revolution.

The mother of James Sanford, Sr., was the daughter

of Lazarus and granddaughter of Rev. John Beach.

The Benedicts were a Norwalk family, and settled

quite largely in Ridgefield. The first of the name
found in Redding was Tliaddeus Benedict, who was a

lawyer and town clerk for a term of years. His house

stood in the lot adjoining the Congregational parson-

age, near the site of the present residence of Joseph

Squire. His law-office was under the great elm in

front of his house. He married Deborah Read, July

12, 1775, daughter of Col. John Read, who bore him
several children.

Lieut. Stephen Betts, a prominent character in the

Revolution, lived on Redding Ridge, in a house that

stood on the corner, nearly oi^posite the former resi-

dence of Francis A. Sanford. He was an active

Whig, and was taken prisoner by the British on their

march to Danbury, in 1777. He had a son Daniel and

two or three daughters, of whom there is no record.

His son Daniel was a merchant for a while in Red-

ding Ridge, and then removed to New Haven, where

some of his children are now living.

Among the earliest settlers of Redding were Jehu,

Stephen, and Peter Burr, sons of Daniel Burr, of

Fairfield, and brothers of the Rev. Aaron Burr, presi-

dent of Princeton College. They all appear at about

the same time,—viz., 1730. In October of that year

Stephen Burr was elected a member of the First

Society committee of the parish. He married Eliza-

beth Hull June 8, 1721. Children : Grace, born Dec.

12, 1724; Elizabeth, born Jan. 17, 1728; Hezekiah,

bom Sept. 1, 1730; Sarah, bom Nov. 9, 1732; Martha,

born March 24, 1735; Esther, bom Feb. 5, 1743;

Rebecca. He married, second, Abigail Hall, of New
Jersey. He lived in a house that stood where Dr.

Gorham later built his residence. His only son, Heze-

kiah, died December, 1785, unmarried. Of the

daughters, Grace married Daniel Gold, Elizabeth

married Reuben Squire, Sarah married Joseph Jack-

son, Martha married Zacariah Summers. Esther

married Antony Angevine, and Rebecca married Seth

Sanford. Deacon Stephen Burr died in 1779. Of
him Col. Aaron Burr wrote in his journal in Paris:

" My uncle Stephen lived on milk-punch, and at the

age of eighty-six mounted by the stirrup a very gay

horse and galloiDed off with me twelve miles without

stopping, and was, I thought, less fatigued than I."

Peter Burr first appears in Redding as clerk of a

society-meeting held Oct. 11, 1730. His children

were Ellen, baptized Sept. 19, 1734
;
Sarah, baptized

Feb. 21, 1736
;
Ezra, baptized Jan. 2, 1737

;
Edmund,

baptized Sept. 28, 1761. Peter Burr died in August,

1779 ; his children shortly after removed to Virginia.

Jehu Burr and wife were admitted to church-

membership in Redding Dec. 24, 1738. None of his

children were recorded in Redding, and none, so far

as known, settled there. He owned property in Fair-

field, and probably spent the last years of his life

there.

Jabez Burr, son of Joseph Burr, of Fairfield, and
his wife Elizabeth appear in Redding as early as

1743. Their children were Elijah, baptized May 15,

1743; Nathan, born Jan. 1, 1745; Jabez ; Eze-

kiel, born March 23, 1755; Stephen, born Jan. 16,

1757 ;
Joel, born Sept. 9, 1759

;
Eunice, Huldah, and

Hannah. Jabez Burr died in 1770. He is said to

have settled in the Saugatuck Valley, near the pres-

ent residence of Stephen Burr, and to have built

there the first grist-mill in the town. Of his chil-

dren, Elijah married Roda Sanford, April 2, 1767,

and had children,—Lemuel and Elizabeth,—and by

a second wife, Eunice Hawley, married April 27,

1773, Joseph, Roda, John, who died of yellow fever

in the West Indies, and Lucy, who married Jonathan

Knapp, of Redding. Nathan, the second son, re-

moved to Pawlings, Dutchess Co., N. Y., in 1792,

and there founded a numerous and wealthy family.

Jabez, the third son, married Mary, daughter of Paul

Bartram, and removed to Clarendon, Vt., in 1786.

He had one son, Aaron. Ezekiel married Huldah
Merchant, of Redding, who bore him three children :

Aaron, who lived and died in the house now owned

by Capt. Davis
;
William, who removed to Kentucky

in 1816 ; and Huldah, who married Daniel Mallory

in 1806 and removed to the West.

A son of William Burr is now president of the St.

Louis National Bank. Another son, George, a teller

in the same institution, was the companion of Prof.

Wise in his late fatal balloon expedition, and shared

the fate of the aeronaut. Stephen Burr married Mary
Griffin, of Redding. His children were Clara, Mary,

Stephen, and Ezekiel. Joel Burr married Elizabeth

Gold, and settled in Ballston Springs, N. Y.

William Burritt and wife were admitted members

of the church Dec. 9, 1739. No hint of their pi-evious

residence is given. Their children recorded at Red-

ding were Mary, baptized Dec. 16, 1739
;
Abijah,

Jan. 18, 1741
;
Roda, Oct. 24, 1742

;
Sybil, Feb. 19,

1744. Gershom Burritt appears at the same time.

His son Solomon was baptized Aug. 5, 1739 ;
Noah,

Jan. 31, 1842
;
Nathaniel, Oct. 17, 1743

;
Isaac, July

21, 1745.

Benjamin Burton, son of Solomon, was baptized

Dec. 19, 1742. Ruth, a daughter, was baptized Oct.

7, 1744. Solomon Burton and his wife were church-

members July 5, 1741.

Samuel Chatfield and wife were admitted church-

members July 29, 1733. Their children recorded

were Samuel, baptized July 29, 1733
;
Daniel, bap-

tized Aug. 31, 1735
;
Sarah, April 17, 1737

;
Martha,

baptized May 20, 1739.

Capt. Samuel Couch, of Fairfield, was one of the

largest landholders in Redding at one time, and was

largely instrumental in its settlement. He was, how-

ever, never resident here. Ebenezer Couch appears
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here as early as 1739. His children rceordcd were

Daniel, baptized July 29, ]7;5!); Adea, hapti/ed iSept.

19, 1742; Elijah, baptized July 2G, 1747; Thesde,

Jan. 2C, 1755.

The following children of John Couch and his wife

Elizabeth are recorded : John, baptized March 20,

1748; Stephen, Jan. 21, 1753; Adria, baptized April

20, 1755
;
Elizabeth, baptized July 17, 1757 ;

Samuel,

baptized Aug. 30, 1758.

At an early day nearly the entire district of Couch's

Hill was purchased by Mr. Simon Couch, of Fairfield,

who gave his name to the district purchased. His

wife was Abigail Hall, a member of a notable Fair-

field family. His will, dated March 2, 171 2-13, is still

in the possession of Mr. Nash Couch, of Couch's Hill,

who is a lineal descendant. In this will he gives his

"Negro man Jack" and "negro maid Jinne" to his

wife, in addition to other bequests. His children

mentioned in the will were Simon, Jr., Thomas, Abi-

gail, Hannah, Sarah, Isabel, and Deborah. Thomas
was lost at sea while on a voyage to England. Simon

settled on his father's estate in Redding
;
married,

Jan. 27, 1753, Rebecca, daughter of Capt. Thomas
Nash, of -Fairfield. Their children, as given in the

genealogy of the Nash family, were Abigail, bap-

tized Feb. 10, 1754 (died young)
;
Simon, born May

18, 1755 (settled at Green's Farms) ; Thomas Nash,

born April 18, 1758 (settled at Redding)
;
Rebecca,

born Jan. 31, 1761 ;
Abigail, baptized Jan. 27, 1765

;

Lydia, born Oct. 20, 1767. Deacon Simon Couch
died April 25, 1809.

Thomas Couch, of Fairfield, removed to Redding

prior to the Revolution, and settled on UmpaM'aug
Hill. He married, April 2, 1772, Sarah, daughter of

Jonathan Nash, of Fairfield. Their children were

Sarah, born Aug. 9, 1773 (died young)
;
Thomas, born

Sept. 23, 1774; Jonathan, born Feb. 13, 1777 (father

of Maj.-Gen. Couch, distinguished in the war of the

Rebellion); Sarah, born Sept. 18, 1779
;
Nathan, born

Sept. 25, 1781; Esther, born Dec. 14, 1783; Moses,

born Oct. 2, 1786; Edward, born March 7, 1789;

Hezekiah, born March 14, 1791
;
Mary, born April

21, 1793; John, born July 28, 1795. Mr. Thomas
Couch died in Redding in 1817.

At the outbreak of the Revolution, Thomas Couch
enlisted in the patriot army, and was one of the band
of heroes who were present with Montgomery at

the siege of Quebec. He left his wife with their young
children in Fairfield. When Tryon moved on that

town, Mrs. Couch had what furniture and grain she

could gather put into an ox-cart, drawn by two yoke
of oxen, and started for Redding, where she owned
land in her own right. She followed on horseback,

carrying her two children in her arms. At the close

of the war Thomas joined his wife in Redding, where
they continued to reside until death.

Simon Couch, brother of Thomas, settled in Red-
ding, on Umpawaug Hill, about the same time. He
married, Jan. 7, 1776, Eleanor, daughter of Jonathan

Nasli, of Fairfield. Their children were Elizabeth,

born Oct. 9, 1776; Jessup, born Aug. 3, 1778; Keth,

born Aug. 31, 1780; Eleanor, born Aug. 26, 1782;

Simon, born Dec. 1, 1784 ;
Nash, born April 23, 1787

;

Priscilla, born June 27, 1790
;
Edward, born July 14,

1702; Simon A., born Dec. 6, 1794; Caroline, born

June 23, 1801. Simon Couch died April 16, 1829. Of
the children, Simon and Jessup graduated at Yale

College. Jessup graduated in 1802, and in 1804 re-

moved to Chillicothe, Ohio, where he practiced law

until his appointment as judge of the Superior Court

of Ohio in 1815 ; this office he continued to hold until

his death, in 1821. In the war of 1812 he was also

aide-de-camp to Governor Meigs, of Ohio, and bearer

of dispatches to Gen. Hull.

Simon Couch, his brother, settled at Marion, Ohio,

where he practiced medicine until his death, in 1826.

Eunice Darling, daughter of Joseph Darling, was

baptized Jan. 25, 1736 ;
Benjamin was baptized April

13, 1738; Martha, Jan. 11, 1741; Joseph, Novcndjer,

1743.

Thomas Fairchild removed to Redding from Nor-

walk in 1733 ; was one of the original members of the

church. His wife, Mary, was admitted Jan. 29, 1738.

Their children recorded were Timothy and William,

baptized Oct. 22, 1738
;
Sarah, April 12, 1741 ; Abi-

jah. May 27, 1741; Mary, Oct. 27, 1745.

Abraham Fairchild, probably brother of above,

came from Norwalk in 1746, and built the first full-

ing-mill in the town, near the site later occupied by

Deacon Foster's woolen-mill. His wife was Sarah

Scribner, of Norwalk. Their children were Abra-

ham, born Jan. 1, 1745 (died aged seventeen)
;
Ezekiel,

born Oct. 26, 1746
;
Daniel, born Dec. 26, 1748 ;

Isaac,

born March 4, 1751 ;
David, born June 5, 1753 ; Sam-

uel, born July 9, 1755 ;
Stephen, born March 7, 1758

;

Rachel, born Feb. 2, 1761 ;
John, born March 15,

1764; Ellen, born Oct. 16, 1767. Six of these brothers

were in the Revolutionary army at one time. David

was captured by the British, and confined in Trinity

church. New York. The smallpox was communicated

to the prisoners,—it is said with design,—and he

with many others died of the disease. Stephen was

wounded at Ridgefield, but recovered ; married Lizzie

Fitch, of Wilton. Their children were Daniel, Kier,

Isaac, Ellen, and Stephen. Ezekiel married Eunice

Andrews and had four children,—Abraham, Sarah,

Abigail, and Burr; Daniel married Betsey ]\Icad, and

removed to the West ; Isaac married Rachel Banks,

and removed to Liberty, N. Y. ; Samuel married Nab-

bie riatt, of Redding, and had two children,—Aaron

and Betsey ; John married Abigail Wakenum, of

Weston, and had children : Eli, David. Rachel, Mosos,

Henry, and Eliza ; David married Charlotte Guyer,

of Weston, and had children : Eli, William, David,

Mary, and John. Rachel married Soth Andrews, of

Redding ; Ellen married Minott Thomas, a Baptist

clergynum.

Stephen, Samuel, and John built a grist-mill at an
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early day on the site of the one later known as Tread-

well's mill. It was carried oS by the great freshet of

1807, and the large stock of grain it contained was

scattered over the meadows below. They also owned
a saw-mill just below, and sawed plank for the sol-

diers' huts in the Revolution.

Reginald Foster, the founder of the family in

America, came to this country in 1638 with his five

sons,—Abraham, Reginald, William, Isaac, and Ja-

cob,—and settled at Ipswich, Essex Co., Mass. Jacob

Foster was the ancestor of the Redding family. Jo-

nah Foster settled in Redding about 1775 ; married

Hannah Benedict, of Ridgefield, and shortly after re-

moved to that town, and there resided until his death,

in 1815. His son, Joel Foster, was born in Redding

Nov. 8, 1780, and lived in Ridgefield with his parents

until his marriage with Esther Seymour, in 1802. In

1803 he removed to Redding, and bought of Moses

Fox a small place on which was a fulling-mill and

other conveniences for cheajjening cloths. This mill

stood a little below the present bridge over Nobb's

Crook Brook, and the ruins of its dam are still to be

seen. In 1804, Mr. Foster built an addition to his

fulling-mill building, which was leased to Zalmon
Toucey, of Newtown, and in which Touaey erected a

carding-macliine, paying a yearly rent of twenty dol-

lars.

How long Mr. Toucey's lease continued is not

known, but he probably soon relinquished it to Joel

Foster, as the latter continued the business until about

the time of the opening of the war of 1812, when a

comjDany was formed, styled Comstock, Foster & Co.,

who built a woolen-factory a few rods below the old

fulling-mill, and continued the manufacture of woolen

goods during the entire j^eriod of the war, being very

successful. The company, a few years after the war,

was bought out by Joel Foster, who continued the

business until the burning of his factory, in 1843 or

1844, when he retii'ed. Mr. Foster died in 1854, aged

seventy-four years. He had four children, all born in

Redding : Daniel, Betsey, Eliza, and Charles F.

Daniel, Samuel, and Stephen Gold (now written

Gould), brothers, members of a Fairfield family that

had been prominent in Church and State for sevei-al

generations, were among the early settlers of the town,

though none oftheir descendants are now found among
us. Daniel appears first ; he married Grace, daughter

of Deacon Stephen Burr, and lives where James Lord

now lives. His children, as named in the will of

Deacon Burr, were Abigail, who married Richard

Nichols
;
Esther, who married Nathaniel Northrop

;

Sarah, who married David Turney
;
Mary, who mar-

ried Seth Price ; and Elizabeth.

Samuel Gold settled in Lonetown, and built the

house now owned by Seth Todd. He was a soldier

in the Revolution, and was wounded at the skirmish

in Ridgefield. Some of the ofiicers of Putnam's com-

mand had their quarters at Mr. Gold's during their

encampment in Redding. He married Sarah Piatt,

of Redding. Their children were Hezekiah, Daniel,

Burr, Aaron, Sarah, Polly, and Grace. Stephen Gold

settled on the farm later owned by Timothy Piatt in

Lonetown. He is called captain in the records. He
did not long remain a resident of Redding, but re-

turned, it is said, to Greenfield.

Isaac Gorham and his wife, Ann, first appear on

the parish records Jan. 25, 1762, when their son Isaac

was baptized. There is no hint of their former resi-

dence, but they were probably from Fairfield. There

is no further record of children.

Daniel Gray and wife were admitted church-mem-

bers Dec. 5, 1742 ; John Gray and wife, Feb. 9, 1744^

on the recommendation of Rev. Mr. Dickinson, of

Norwalk.

The only child of Daniel Gray recorded was James,

baptized May 8, 1743. The children of John Gray
were Hannah, baptized July 1, 1744; Joseph, July

15, 1753; Eunice, Jan. 2, 1755; and (by a second

wife, Ruamah) Eunice, baptized April 13, 1760, and

Joel, Sept. 11, 1763.

Stephen, son of Stephen and Sarah Gray, was bap-

tized May 10, 1747 ; also Huldah, a daughter, Dec.

14, 1760 ;
Hannali, Oct. 3, 1762 ;

Sarah, June 17, 1764.

James Gray, only son of Daniel, married Mabel Phin-

ney, Feb. 9, 1764. Their children were Jesse, bap-

tized April 14, 1765
;
perhaps others.

John Grifiin appears in Redding as early as 1736.

His children were Sarah, baptized May 9, 1736;

Annie, baptized Oct. 22, 1738; Jonathan, baptized

Nov. 23, 1746. He settled in West Redding, near the

Danbujy line.

The Halls were among the earliest settlers in Red-

ding, the name appearing on the earliest petitions

from the parish. In 1730, at the distribution of the

estate of Samuel Hall, he is said to be of Chestnut

Ridge, in Reading. His children, as given, were

Ebenezer, Johannah, Jemima, and Rebecca. Isaac

Hall, whose farm lay contiguous to Samuel's, was

one of the original church-members, and was recom-

mended by Rev. Mr. Chapman ; he died in 1741.

Asa Hall and Rachel, his wife, were admitted March

23, 1736, on the same recommendation. There is no

mention of children.

Joseph Hawley and wife were admitted church-

members in December, 1740, on recommendation of

Rev. Mr. Gold of Stratford. Their children recorded

were Mary, baptized Feb. 7, 1742"; Ruth, Nov. 5,

1746; Eunice, Oct. 25, 1750. Joseph Hawley died

Dec. 12, 1771, aged sixty-six years. William Hawley,

who appears in Redding as early as 1762, was prob-

ably his son. He lived where James Miller now lives

;

married Lydia, daughter of Capt. Thomas Nash, of

Fairfield, July 12, 1758. Their children were Lydia

(died in infancy)
;
Joseph, born June 23, 1762 (settled

in Redding)
;
Lydia, born Dec. 13, 1763 (married

Aaron Sanford, of Redding) ; William (died in in-

fancy); Bille, born Feb. 9, 1767 (removed to the

West) ; Hezekiah (died in infancy)
;
Hezekiah, born
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March 10, 1772 ; Lemuel (died young, of smallpox).

William Hawlcy died Feb. 16, 1797; Mrs. Lydia

Hawlcy died April 26, 1812.

The founder in America of the Hill family was

William Hill, who on his arrival here, about 1632,

settled first at Dorchester, Mass., and shortly after re-

moved to Windsor, on the Connecticut River, where

he bought land and set out an orchard. At an early

day he removed to Fairfield, and was among the early

settlers of that town. He died in 1650. His children

were Sarah, William, Joseph, Ignatius, .James, and

Elizabeth. William, the second child, married Eliza-

beth . Their children were Sarah, William, Jo-

seph, John, Eliphalet, Ignatius, and James. Wil-

liam, the third, married , and had children,

—

Sarah, William, Joseph, and David. William Hill,

the fourth, married Sarah . Their children were

Joseph, William, and David. Deacon Joseph Hill,

born April 1, 1699, married Abigail Dimon March 30,

1731. The children of this marriage were Abigail,

born March 21, 1732; Sarah, born Aug. 21, 1733;

David, born April 22, 1737 ;
Ebenezer, born Feb. 26,

1742; Jabez, born June 17, 1744; Moses, born Jan.

11, 1748. Of the sons, only Ebenezer, Jabez, and

Moses married. Ebenezer married Mabel Sherwood,

Jan. 17, 1765. Their children were David, Ebenezer,

Seth, Dimon, Joseph, Mabel, Eleanor, Jabez, and

Esther. Ebenezer, his second son, married Sarah,

daughter of Nathaniel Barlow, brother of the poet, in

May, 1791. He removed to Redding early in life, and

settled in Boston District. His children were Mabel,

Nathaniel B., Gershom, Ebenezer, Moses, and Jabez.

Jabez Hill, son of Deacon Joseph Hill, settled in

Weston; was a major in the army of the Revolution;

married Sarah, daughter of Col. John Read, of Red-

ding. The children of this marriage were Sarah, John

Read, and Moses. Sarah married Timothy Piatt, of

Redding. John Read settled in Redding at an early

day, and became one of its wealthiest and best-known

residents. He began his business career by engaging

in the manufacture of lime, and on his retirement, in

1823, purchased the "manor" of his grandfather, Col.

John Read, where he continued to reside until his

death, in 1851. He married, March 23, 1799, Betsy,

daughter of Aaron Sanford, of Redding. Their chil-

dren were Aaron Sanford, Moses, William Hawley,

Betsy, John Lee, Morris, Lydia, and Josej)h.

Moses Hill, a son of Deacon Joseph Hill, married

Esther, daughter of Ebenezer Bun-, of Fairfield, June

17, 1773. The children by this marriage were Wil-

liam, Abigail, and Esther. William married Betsey,

daughter of Nathaniel Barlow, brother of the poet,

and had children,—Bradley, Abigail, Horace, Burr,

and William.

In Revolutionary days, and before, 'Squire Heron
lived in the now ancient house on Redding Ridge,

just south of the Episcopal church. He was a native

of Cork, Ireland, a graduate of Trinity College, Dub-
lin, and a man of much ability and force of character.

It is said that he had taught the academy in Green-

field Hill before coming t<> Redding, and Jiad aim

surveyed the old 8tage-rout<! from New York U> Bos-

ton. I cannot determine the precise date of his ar-

rival here, but it was some time prior t<> the Revolu-

tion. In that memorable struggle he sided with the

king, and was tlie recognized leader of the cfjmpany

of Tories on Redding Ridge. At the time of Tryon's

invasion he openly gave aid and a;mfort to the enemy.

After the war he became a prominent character in the

town, and, although somewiiat Ijigoted and imbued

with tin; Old-World notions of caste and social dis-

tinctions, is said to have exercised a great deal of in-

fluence in public affairs, especially at town-meetings.
" We must keep down the underbrush" wa.s a favorite

remark of his in speaking of the common people.

The following story, illustrating in a marked manner

the customs of the day, is related of him :

At one of the annual town-meetings Mr. Ilezekiah

Morgan, a somewhat illiterate man, was nominated

for grand juror. 'Squire Heron, in laced waistcoat,

ruffles, and velvet breeches, and aiding himself with

his gold-iieaded cane, arose to oppose the motion.
" Mr. Moderator," said he, " who is this Kier Mor-

gan? AVliy, a man brought up in Hopewell Woods:

he fears neither God, man, nor the devil. If elected,

who will be responsible for his acts? AVill you, Mr.

Moderator? or I? Why, sir, he can arrest anybody:

he can arrest Your Honor, or even myself ;" and with

like cogent reasons succeeded in defeating the obnox-

ious candidate.

'Squire Heron died Jan. 8, 1819, aged seventy-seven

years, and is buried in the old Episcopal churchyard

on Redding Ridge. His children were William,

Maurice, Elizabeth, Lucy, Elosia, Margaret, and

Susan. William never married. He lived on the

old homestead in Redding all his days, and was a

man much respected in the community. His brother

Maurice graduated at Y'ale College, and shortly after

was killed by a steamboat explosion on the Connecti-

cut River, near Essex.

George Hull, the ancestor of the Hulls of Fairfield

County, appears in Dorchester, Mass., in 1630. He
died in Fairfield in 1659. His will, dated Aug. 23,

1659, mentions sous, Josiiis and Cornelius, and several

daughters. His son Cornelius married Rebecca,

daughter of Rev. John Jones, the first minister of

Fairfield, evidently Nov. 29, 1653, as that is the date

he is given a homestead by his father on the occ;ision

of his marriage. His will, of the date Sei)t. 16, 1695,

names three sons—Samuel, Cornelius, and Tlieophilus

—and three daughters,—Rebecca, Sarah, the wife of

Robert Silliniai"r, and JIartha, wife of Cornelius Strat-

ton. Robert Silliman was the father of Ebenezer

Silliman, and grandfather of Gen. Gold Selliok Silli-

man, of Revolutionary fame, and great-grandfather of

Benjamin Silliman, LL.D., the distinguished professor

. of chemistry and mineralogy in Yale College,
I Cornelius, second son of Cornelius Hull (1st), mar-
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ried Sarah, daughter of the first Ezekiel Sanford.

Their children were George, Sarali, Rebecca, Nathan-

iel, Ebenezer, Elizabeth, Martha, John, Eleanor, and

Cornelius. Deacon George Hull was 2)rominent in the

first settlement of Redding, particularly in the for-

mation of the church. He was moderator of the first

parish-meeting, a member of the first parish commit-

tee, and first deacon of the church. He also appears

on numerous committees. He and his wife, Eben-

ezer and wife, and Theophilus and wife were among
the original church-members in 1733. John Hull

was admitted April 18, 1736. All of them removed

from Greenfield Hill. Cornelius, George, and Eben-

ezer were commended to the church at Greenfield

Hill from the first church in Fairfield, and Theophi-

lus from the church in Green's Farms in 1726.

Deacon George Hull married Martha, daughter of

Samuel Gregory, of Stratfield. His childi-en I'ecorded

in Reading are Setli, bajitized July 29, 1733, and Re-

becca, May 25, 1735. He died Feb. 9, 1769, aged

eighty-three. Seth Hull married Elizabeth Mallory.

His children recorded in Reading are Abigail, born

Jan. 28, 1762; Jonathan, Oct. 25, 1768; Eliphalet,

Dec. 18, 1765 ;
Walter, Nov. 21, 1767

;
Lazarus, Jan.

16, 1770
;
Hezekiah, March 24, 1792

;
Martha, April

28, 1794. Besides these were Elizabeth and Sarah.

Jonathan married Eunice Beach, granddaughter of

Rev. John Beach, and was the father of Rev. Lemuel
Beach Hull, former rector of Christ Church in Red-

ing. Martha married David Belden, an Episcopal

clergyman. Seth Hull died April 5, 1795.

Nathaniel Hull was born in 1695, and reared Sarah,

Elizabeth, Esther, Stephen, Nathaniel, Peter, Ezekiel,

David, Aaron, Silas, and Hannah. Silas married

Huldah Goodsell, Nov. 26, 1761 ; she died young,

leaving two daughters,—Hannah and Huldah. He
married Ellen Bradley, Dec. 25, 1765 ; their children

were Bradley and David. His third wife was

Smith, of Ridgefield, who died leaving no children.

His fourth wife was Elizabeth Hoyt, who had a

daughter, Sally. Silas Hull died in 1803. Bradley

Hull, son of Silas and his second wife, Ellen Bradley,

married Mary Chapman, daugliter of Jedediah Hull.

Their children were Burr, Pamelia, Charry, Silas,

Aaron B., Mary Chapman (who died in the tliird

year of her age), Mary (who also died young), and
Charles R. Bradley Hull's second wife was Susan

Hubbell. Their children were Bradley H., Moses

Chapman, Le Grand, and Cornelia.

The children of Ebenezer were Daniel, Ebenezer,

Nehemiah, and Abigail. Daniel married Mary,

daughter of Stephen Betts, Nov. 10, 1748, and re-

moved from Redding to Berlin, Rensselaer Co., N. Y.,

in 1770 ; he was one of the first settlers of that town.

He died Aug. 26, 1811, aged eighty-nine years. He
had ten children,—viz., Martha, Hezekiah, Justus,

Abigail, Peter, Esther, Daniel, Stephen, Harry, and

Ebenezer. Justus was one of the first ministers of

the Second Baptist Church in Danbury, and is re-

puted to have been a preacher of more than ordinary

ability. He was in the ministry fifty-six years, and
died in Berlin, N. Y., May 29, 1833, at the age of

seventy-eight. His children were Justus P., Emmer-
son, Polly Ann, and Alonzo Grandison. The last

named is a physician, and resides in New York. He
was a successful practitioner in London for twelve

years. Ebenezer married and emigrated to the West.

John Hull removed to Redding when in middle

life. He went with the provincial troops in the ex-

pedition against Cuba in 1741, and died of what the

historian terms an " extraordinary sickness" which

broke out among the troops, represented to have been
" nearly as mortal as the plague. Of nearly one thou-

sand men from New England not one hundred re-

turned." He directed that his musket carried in the

wars should be sent home to his eldest son, Timothy

;

he to leave it to his eldest son, and that it should de-

scend in this manner to the eldest son as long as it

existed. Thus it has fallen in regular descent to Mr.

Aaron B. Hull, of Danbury, the great-grandson of the

original owner. Before enlisting Mr. Hull made his

will, dated Sept. 16, 1740, in which he mentions sons

—Timothy, James, and John—and daughters,—Anna,

Abigail, and Esther. Timothy was born Sept. 4,

1726, and married Anna, daughter of John Gray,

Dec. 14, 1749. He died April 29, 1800. His children

were Hannah, born July 27, 1751, married Samuel

Mallory, and died in Danbury, Sept. 4, 1836 ;
Sarah,

born Feb. 5, 1754, married John Fairchild, and re-

moved West; Ezra, born April 5, 1756, and died in

Redding, March 5, 1837. He married Elizabeth,

daughter of Onesinius Coley. His children were

Eunice, born July 6, 1785, married Hiram Jackson,

died in Kingston, N. Y., May 3, 1862 ;
Laura, born

Aug. 4, 1788, married John Eckert, and died in

Springfield, Otsego Co., N. Y., Nov. 17, 1865
;
Polly,

born Nov. 29, 1798, died in Kingston, N. Y., Sept. 28,

1876. Elizabeth, the wife of Ezra Hull, died Feb. 28,

1809.

He married widow Mary Bradley, daughter of Ger-

shom Banks, of Fairfield, June 20, 1810; she died in

Wilton, April 17, 1854. The children of this mar-

riage were Ezra Bradley and Charles, who both died

young, and Aaron B. Ezra Hull served in the Revo-

lutionary war, and participated in those events which

transpired during Governor Tryon's expedition to and

the burning of Danbury. Eunice, fourth child of

Timothy Hull, was born Aug. 26, 1757 ; married

George Perry, and emigrated to Kentucky; John,

born June 26, 1759, married Sarah Fairchild, died in

Redding, April 7, 1838 (his children were Aaron,

Ezekiel, Hezekiah, Abraham, and Polly); Abraham,

born March 30, 1761, married Lois Starr, died in Dan-

bury, Oct. 29, 1831 (his children were Betsey, Annis,

Lucy, and Maria)
;
David, born March 22, 1763, died

in Redding, March 19, 1847 (he married Chloe Lee,

and had children,—Daniel, Harry, and Lucy) ; Sam-

uel, born June 22, 1766 (he married Anna Wakeman,
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and had one child, a daughter Eliza ; he died in Red-

ding, July 19, 1846); Hezckiah, born Oct. 22, 1769,

died in Danbury, July 26, 1852 (he married Hannah
Starr, and had an only child, a daughter, named

Eliza); Anna, born Dec. 7, 1771, married Lemuel

Burr, died in Redding, Dec. 20, 1840; Abigail, elev-

enth, and youngest child of Timothy Hull, born Nov.

17, 1775, married Timothy Perry, died in Miamisburg,

Ohio, March 16, 1844.

The will of James, the second son of John Hull, of

the date of April 26, 1799, mentions no children. He
died Feb. 20, 1805, in the seventy-seventh year of his

age. John married Molly Andrews, Feb. 3, 1763.

His children recorded are Eleanor and Molly. His

will, bearing date June 24, 1815, mentions no chil-

dren, but names his grandson, John Goodyear, and

the son of his grandson, Hull Goodyear, and two

others, names not given, but which were undoubtedly

Munson Goodyear and Ellen, wife of Harry Meeker.

Cornelius, the youngest son of Cornelius Hull (2d),

and Abigail, daughter of Robert Rumsey, were mar-

ried Aug. 24, 1731. Their children were Jedediah,

Eunice, Grace, Eliphalet, Abigail, Sarah, and Ruey.

Jedediah Hull was second lieutenant under Col.

David Wooster in the army which invaded Canada in

1758. He married Mary Chapman, May 2, 1761. He
died Feb. 14, 1796. His children were Denny, Eu-

nice, Chapman, Mary Chapman, and Cornelius, and,

by a second wife, Jedediah. Denny and Chairman

settled in Redding. The children of the first-named

were Mary, Denny, Isaac Piatt, and Eunice. Chap-

man's were Morris, Henry C, and George.

The Redding records contain the marriage of Nehe-

miali Hull and Grizzle Perry, Feb. 5, 1767. Nehe-

miah, probably his son, married Sarah Jackson. Twin
daughters were born to them, Dec. 7, 1792, and were

named Sally Betsy and Betsy Sally. The first-named

married Theophilus B., son of Zalmon Hull, and the

other Morris, son of Chapman Hull.

Theophilus Hull, of Fairfield, youngest son of Cor-

nelius Hull (1st), married Mary, daughter of Ezekiel

Sanford (1st). His will, dated June 4, 1710, gives the

names of sons—Theophilus, Eliphalet, John, and
Jabesh—and daughters,—Mary and Ann. His oldest

son, Theophilus, removed to Redding, and was one of

the first deacons of the church there. From him de-

scended Zalmon, Sarah, and Lydia Hull. Zalmon's

sons were Hezekiah, Theophilus B., and Henry L.,

and his daughters Lydia and Sally. The descendants

of Cornelius and Theophilus Hull, once so numerous
in Redding, are now, especially those of the latter,

scarcely represented there, having removed to other

localities.

Ephraim Jackson and his wife, Martha, removed
to Redding from Green's Farms, Fairfield, in 1748,

and were admitted church-members the same year.

He died April 28, 1765, aged sixty-five years. The
children of his son, Ephraim Jackson, were as fol-

lows: Aaron, baptized Nov. 12, 1767; MoUie, bap-
38

tized July 23, 1769; Peter, Sept. 8, 1771 ;
Hezekiah,

Feb. 27, 1774. David Jackson appears in Redding as

early as 1703; was probably son of Ephraim ; mar-

ried, Nov. 18, 1762, Anna Sanford. Tlieir cliiidrcn

were Ezekiel, ))aj)tized Oct. 23, 1763; David, Feb. 2,

1766; Anna, Sept. 30, 1770 (died in infancy); Anna,

Sept. 14, 1772; and, by a second wife, EstlK^r, Moses,

baj)tized Dec. 11, 1774; perhaps others. Ezekiel, son

of David, married Hannah Gray, April 30, 1786 (tmvn

record). Their children were Anna, born Dec. 21,

1786; Hiram, born April 22, 1788; Samuel, born Dec.

29, 1789; Clarissa, born Dec. 25, 1792; Laura, born

Feb. 28, 1794; Harriet, born .Dec. 18, 1795. Harriet

married Gideon H. Hollister, of Woodbury, and be-

came the mother of Judge Gideon II. Hollister, the

historian of Connecticut.

William Lee and wife were admitted church-mem-

bers May 23, 1742. Their children recorded were

Daniel, baptized Jan. 8, 1744; Abijah, ])ai)tized Sept.

21, 1745; Abigail, baptized May 5, 1748; William,

baptized April 5, 1753; Seth, baptized March 23,

1755.

Joseph Lee and wife were admitted May 8, 1737.

Their daughter Mary was baptized May 8, 1743.

Among the original members of the church at its

organization in 1733 appear the names of Daniel Lion

and wife, of Benjamin Lion and wife (recommended

by Rev. Mr. Gay), and Richard Lion and wife. All

settled in the southeastern part of the town, near

what is now the Easton line. The record of their

families is as follows: Child of Daniel: .Jonathan,

baptized April 12, 1741. Children of Benjamin:

Bethel, baptized May 29, 1733 ;
John, baptized Aug.

22, 1736; Samuel, baptized Aug. 20, 1738; Phebe,

baptized Feb. 24, 1740. Richard Lion died in Jan-

uary, 1740, aged eighty-seven years.

David Lord was admitted church-member in 1744,

recommended by Rev. Mr. Parsons, of Lyme. His

children were David, bajitized July 8, 1744; Eliza-

beth, baptized March 5, 1749
;
perhaps others.

Jonathan Mallory and wife were admitted church-

members Dec. 22, 1735, on recommendation of Rev.

Mr. Chapman. She was Elizabeth Adams. They

were married April 10, 1735. Their children were

Jonathan, baptized Jan. 11, 1736; Eliza, baptized

Dec. 17, 1738
;
perhaps others. Peter ilallory mar-

ried Joanna Hall, Feb. 28, 1737. Children: Rebecca,

baptized Feb. 5, 1738 (died in infancy); Rebecca,

baptized Jan. 13, 1739. Ebenczer ^lallory and Han-

nah Keys were married Feb. (i, 1744; no children

found. Daniel Mallory and Sarah Lee were married

Nov. 30, 1748. Their children were Daniel, bap-

tized Oct. 25, 1750; Nathan, Aug. 25, 1754; Abigail,

April 24, 1757; Sarah, May 15, 1763; Joseph, bap-

tized Feb. 12, 1767. Eunice, daughter of Daniel

Mallory, Jr., and his wife Rachel, were baptized Sejn.

5, 1779. Samuel and Charles Mallory were born

April 6, 1780. The names of the parents are not

given. Charles Mallory was the father of Stephen
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Mallory, United States senator from Florida, and

later Secretary of the Confederate Navy.

Stephen Meade, the first of the name in Eedding,

appears as early as 1755. He married Kachel San-

ford, daughter of Ephraim Sanford. Their children

were Jeremiah, born March 22, 1752; Ezra, bap-

tized Jan. 19, 1755
;
Hannah, baptized May 9, 1756

;

Esther, baptized Aug. 17, 1760 ;
Thaddeus, baptized

Oct. 25, 1761; Stephen, baptized Jan. 24, 1768.

Stephen Meade is called lieutenant and captain in

the records. He was a man quite prominent in town

affairs ; was elected the first clerk of the town at its

organization, in 1767, and held other important otfices.

He lived in the centre, on the site of the present resi-

dence of Thomas Sanford.

Benjamin Meeker and wife were admitted church-

members June 4, 1747. She was Catharine Burr.

They were married July 20, 1745. Their children

were Witely, baptized June 7, 1747; Esther and

Eunice, baptized Aug. 13, 1755
;
Azariah, baptized

Feb. 5, 1769. Daniel Meeker married Sarah John-

son, July 10, 1744. Their children were Elnathan,

baptized July 26, 1747
;
Jared, baptized Jan. 29, 1749;

Eebecca, baptized Jan. 20, 1751 ;
Louis, baptized

March 28, 1753
;
Josiah, baptized July 17, 1757.

About the same time appear David Meeker and

Robert Meeker. The former married Hannah Hill,

Oct. 31, 1744 ; the latter, Rebecca Morehouse, Sept.

19, 1746. No record of children. Joseph Meeker ap-

pears as early as May 4, 1785, when his son Isaac was

baptized.

Gurdon Merchant married Elinor Chauncey (prob-

ably of Fairfield), Dec. 9, 1747. Their children

were Amelia, baptized Feb. 5, 1749; Chauncey,

Feb. 25, 1753; John, baptized Aug. 31, 1755; Elinor,

Jan. 8, 1758; Gurdon, March 16, 1760; Joel, June 6,

1762; Phebe, May 20, 1764; Silas, May 8, 1766.

Gurdon Merchant was the first town treasurer, and

held other offices of trust. The family figures quite

prominently in the later history of the town.

Gershom Morehouse and wife were admitted mem-
bers of the church May 8, 1737, on recommendation

of Rev. Mr. Hobart, of Fairfield; also Jonathan

Morehouse, July 5, 1741. There are no children of

Gershom Morehouse recorded in Redding. The

Gershom Morehouse who married Anna Sanford,

Jan. 18, 1748, was probably his son. The children of

the second Gershom Morsehouse were Ezra, bap-

tized April 28, 1754; Bille, baptized July 18, 1756;

Aaron, baptized June 4, 1758 ;
Jane, baptized Nov. 4,

1760; Ann, baptized June 19, 1764; Hill, baptized

May 5, 1765; Lucy, baptized July 12, 1767; Betty,

baptized Aug. 6, 1769 ; Elizabeth Ruth, baptized

Nov. 10, 1771
;
Polly, May 15, 1774; Polly, baptized

May 4, 1777. The children of Jonathan Morehouse

were Joanna and Mary, baptized April 13, 1738;

Hannah, baptized June 3, 1739
;

Elijah, baptized

March 11, 1742; Phebe, baptized May 27, 1744;

Ruth, baptized June 14, 1747.

Ebenezer Perry removed to Redding, probably

from Stratford, in 1735, in which year he was ad-

mitted church-member. His children were John,

baptized May 10, 1741
;
Ebenezer, June 12, 1743

;

probably others.

Daniel Perry, son of Joseph Perry and Deborah
Burr, of Fairfield, removed to Redding about 1770

and settled in the southwestern part of the town. He
married, first, Mary, daughter of Peter Sturgis, of

Fairfield, and, second, Sarah Wilson. His children,

all by the second wife, were Grissel, born Feb. 10,

1745^6; Daniel, born April 15, 1747; John, born

Dec. 30, 1748; Deborah, born Oct. 8, 1750; George,

born Nov. 26, 1752; Isaac, born Nov. 3, 1754;

Thomas, born Feb. 21, 1757. Of the sons, two at

least, Daniel and John, settled in Redding. Daniel

married, Feb. 19, 1772, Elizabeth Gorham, of Green-

field. His children were Timothy, baptized Jan.

10, 1773 ;
Isaac, baptized Aug. 23, 1778

;
perhaps

others.

Timothy Piatt was admitted a church-member May
10, 1741, on recommendation of Rev. Mr. Chapman.

But one child is found,—Abigail, baptized April 8,

1736; married Nathaniel Hill, May 28, 1754. He
was probably father of the Timothy Piatt who mar-

ried the sister of John R. Hill and settled in Lone-

town, on the farm now owned by Henry Adams.

Obadiah Piatt, who appears in Redding as early as

1737, and Jonas Piatt, who, with his wife Elizabeth,

was admitted church-member Feb. 5, 1749, were

probably his brothers. Timothy Piatt died Dec. 5,

1769, aged sixty-two years. The children of Obadiah

Piatt were Mary, baptized Feb. 20, 1737 ;
Elizabeth,

May 15, 1739. Jonas Piatt married Elizabeth San-

ford, Oct. 17, 1747. Their children were John, bap-

tized Feb. 5, 1752; Daniel, Aug. 11, 1754; Eunice,

May 30, 1756. He removed to New York.

Hezekiah Piatt appears in Redding as early as

April 4, 1762, when his son Justus was baptized. His

other children recorded were Hezekiah, Jan. 16,

1764; William, May 18, 1766; Griswold, Dec. 1,

1767
;
Robert, Sept. 1, 1771.

John Read, perhaps the earliest settler of Redding,

was one of the most eminent men of his day. He
was born in Connecticut in 1680, graduated from Har-

vard College in 1697, studied for the ministry, and

preached for some time at Waterbury, Hartford, and

Stratford. He afterwards studied law, and was ad-

mitted an attorney at the bar in 1708, and in 1712 was

appointed queen's attorney for the colony. In 1714

he bought of the Indians a large tract of land in Lone-

town and settled there. He continued to reside in

Redding until 1722, when he removed to Boston, and

soon became known as the most eminent lawyer in

the colonies. He was attorney-general of Massachu-

setts for several years, and also a member of the Gov-

ernor's council. He died in February, 1749, leaving

a large estate. His wife was Ruth Talcott, daughter

1 of Lieut.-Col. John Talcott, of Hartford, and sister of
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Governor Joseph Talcott. They had six cliildren

:

Ruth, born (probably) in Hartford in 1700, died in

Eedding, Aug. 8, 1766 (she was the wife of Rev. Na-

; thaniel Hunn, first pastor of the churcli in Redding

;

they were married Sept. 14, 1737); John, l;)orn in

1 Hartford in 1701, lived in Redding at tlie " Lone-

') town Manor," and was a leading man in his day in

e the colony ; was much in public life, both civil and

1 military, and was noted for his public spirit, patriotism

1, and piety. He married twice. His first wife was Mary
, a Milford lady ; his second wife was Sarah Brad-

1 ley, of Greenfield Hill. His cliildi-en were William,

who married Sarah Hawley, of Redding
;
Zalmon,

who married Hulda Bradley, of Greenfield ; Heze-

I" kiah, who married Anna Gorham
;
John, who mar-

:1 ried Zoa Hilliard
;
Mary, wife of John Harpin

;

I- Sarah, wife of Jabez Hill, and afterwards of Theodore

1. Monson
;
Ruth, wife of Jeremiah Mead

;
Deborah,

^ wife of Thomas Benedict, a lawyer; Mabel, wife of

Levi Starr ; and Esther, wife of Daniel C. Bartlett,

y son of Rev. Nathaniel Bartlett. One of his children,

L a lad of four years, fell into a burning coal-pit in 1739,

i, and was so badly burned that he survived but a few

e hours. His father wrote a letter to his father in Bos-

r- ton, informing him of the melancholy event, and his

~ father sent back a letter in reply. Both of the letters

\ are yet preserved, after a period of one hundred and

ii forty years, and are both remarkable for the piety and

]. Christian resignation manifested in them. The other

re children of John Read were William, born in Con-

I. necticut about 1710 (was a lawyer in Boston, and

i afterwards a judge in several of the courts there ; he

i, lived a bachelor, and died in 1780, aged seventy

)• years)
;
Mary, born (probably) in Reading, Conn.,

[r April 14, 1716 (married Captain Charles Morris, of

f, Boston, afterwai'ds of Halifax, Nova Scotia, where he

was for many years chief justice of the courts; they

a had nine sons and two daughters)
;
Abigail, married

Li Joseph Miller, of Boston
;
Deborah, married a Mr.

li, Willstead, and, afterwards, Henry Paget, of Smith-

1, field, Rhode Island.

To the above sketch we add that Col. John Read,

J son of the Mr. John Read mentioned, appears as one of

le the original members of the First Society in 1729, and

J. was the Col. John Read so often referred to in the

id town records. His "manour" comprised nearly all

id of what is now Lonetown, and his manor-house stood

,{. on the exact site of Mr. Aaron Treadwell's present

>5 residence. He had a fenced park, in which he kept

14
deer, nearly opposite the present residence of William

f.
Sherwood.

In
Mr. George Read, of Redding Centre, has a very

;d
interesting collection of old papers belonging to the

jj
colonel, such as wills, deeds, account-books, etc. In

one of them directions are given his men about feed-

ing the deer, letting the cattle into the long meadow,

j; etc. Another is Mr. Read's comuiission as colonel,

and is of suflScient interest to warrant its insertion

,if
here. It is as follows

:

" Thomas Kitch Esq., Governor and Commander in chief of liix HsJ-

csfy'H Colony of (^jmiuctimt in Nnw K'ljghjiiil, Ui .Joliii It^iid Ewj., Greet-

ing:

" WliercaH yon arr; apjiointi;*! I»y the General AwieniMy of naid (UAoiiy

to be CoIoik;] of tin; Fourth Itcginient of iioPHe in Haid Oniony. JU*jK»fini^

Hpofjal truhit and eonfnlence in yonr I>oyalty, (unii-H'^t:^ and good (>^ndui:t,

I do \ty tlieHc preHCntH conHtitnte and appoint yon to l/e Odonel of Kaid

Regiment. You ai'c tliei'efore to tahc, tlie wai'l Kr:girnent intii your Care

and ciiarge 'Mi tlicir Colonel, and carefully and diligently Ut diHjharge

that Care and TruKt in Ordeiing and KxereiHing of thern, iK^h OfJicen*

and StddiorH in Amm accoi-dlng to the Hulei4 and I)i(it-ipline of W.ar,

l^ceping them in go(jd Order and Government, and r;(jnimanding them

to obey you as theii' Colonel for liin Maje>ity'« Bervice, and they are c^jin-

jnanded to obey yon accordingly, and you are U) conduct and lea'I foith

tlie said Kejiiment, or fsuch part of them as yon whall from time tt lime

receive orders for from nie, or from the Govei'norof thin Colony for the

time being, to Encounter, Itcpel, l*urHne, and Defitroy by force of Anas,

and l)y ail fitting ways and means, all his Majesty^s EneniieH wlio bliall

at any time Ijcreafter in a Hostile manner, attempt or enterprise tlie In-

vasioii, Dcti'iment or ,\nnoyancc of this CoI(»ny. And you are to obefirve

and obey such Orders and Instructions as from time to time you from

Me, or other your Superior Officers, pursuant to the trust hereby lieposc^d

in you and tlie laws of this Colony.

"Given under my hand and the seal of this Colony, in New Haven,

the 3d Day of Noveniljer, in tlie iilst year of the Ileign of our Sovereign

Lord George the Second, liing of Great Britain &c. Anuoque DuuiB.

1757.

By His Honor's Command.
" Tiios. FiTCii.

"Georhe WvLLVg, Secty."

James Rogers was a prominent man in his day, and

filled many responsible oflices in town. He ajipears

as early as 1762. His children were Joseph, born

Oct. 31, 1762 ;
Chloe, born Oct. 24, 1766 ;

James, born

April 28, 1768; Haron, born Aug. 22, 1770 (town

record).

Josei^h Rumsey appears in Redding as early as 1747.

His will, dated Dec. 27, 1754, mentions his wife,

Sarah , and children, Isaac, Sarah, Joseph, Dan-
iel, William, and Ephraim.

The will of Daniel Rumsey, of Reading, probated

March 10, 1761, mentions his lather, Robert, and

brothers, John Rumsey and Seth Hull.

John Rumsey settled in Redding. His children by

wife Esther were Abigail, baptized Feb. 19, 1751;

Rachel, baptized Feb. 25, 1753
;
Mary, June 5, 1755

;

Nathan, Aug. 8, 1756; David, Jan. 28, 1759; Mary,

June 15, 1761; Esther, May 13, 1764; Eben, Feb. 4,

1768.

Isaac Rumsey married Abigail St. John, May 23,

1761. Children : Abigail, born Dec. 25, 1761 ; Jere-

miah, born May 23, 1762; Ruth, born Dec. 29, 1763;

Noah, born March 28, 1768.

The Sanford family is one of the oldest and most

numerous in the town, having been founded by lour

persons of the name, who removed here I'rom Fair-

field when the country was first opened to settlers.

The names of these four settlers were Nathaniel,

Lemuel, SamueJ, and Ephraim.

The first two were original members of the ohuroh ;

the last two joined it during the first year of its ex-

istence,—viz., in 1734. According to Savage, Ei>liraini

Sanford, who settled in Mill'ord, and marrie.l Mary
Powell, of New Haven, in 1669, had children,—Mary.

Samuel, Ephraim, Thom;vs, Nathaniel, and Zaoariah.
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Samuel, Ephraim, and Nathaniel are no doubt iden-

tical with those who settled in Redding, as they were

elderly men with families when they removed here.

According to the above-named authority, Ezekiel,

eldest son of the above Thomas Sanford, was freeman

in 1669 and died in 1683, leaving a widow, Rebecca,

and children, Ezekiel, Thomas, Sarah, Mary, Rebecca,

Martha, and Elizabeth. Ezekiel,* eldest son, settled

in Fairfield, and in his will, dated Jan. 29, 1729, men-

tions two sons, Lemuel and Ezekiel. Lemuel settled

in Redding, as above stated. Thomas Sanford, father

of Ezekiel and Ephraim, was the first of the name in

America.

We shall trace the families of these ancestors in

Redding in the order of their arrival here. Nathan-

iel Sanford settled in Umpawaug. His children re-

corded were Abel H., baptized March 25, 1733

;

Ruth, baptized May 12, 1737
;
Esther, baptized May

27, 1744.

We have no further record of this family.

Lemuel Sanford settled in the centre. He was one

of the first committee-men of the society, and promi-

nent in public affairs. He married Squire, of

Fairfield. Their children were Hezekiah, probably

born in Fairfield; Sarah, bai^tized Sept. 19, 1734;

Anne, baptized Nov. 1, 1736
;
Lydia, baptized June

4, 1738; Lemuel, baptized April 20, 1740; Ezekiel,

baptized July 4, 1742; Anne, baptized Oct. 7, 1744;

Roda, baptized Feb. 26, 1749.

Hezekiah married Hannah
, and settled in the

centre, on the farm now owned by Mr. Delavan. His
children were Aaron, baptized May 29, 1757 ; Han-
nah, baptized Aug. 26, 1759

;
William, baptized Oct.

14, 1764; Eunice, baptized June 7, 1772; Huldah,
baptized May 18, 1777.

Aaron, his eldest son, settled in the centre, and lived

in the house now owned by Mrs. Connors. He was
the first male member of the Methodist Church in

New England, and was the leader of the little class

organized in Redding in 1790. The Methodist preach-
ers in their rounds always found a home with him,
and often held their meetings in his house. Later in

life he became an acceptable local preacher in that

church. He married Lydia Hawley, daughter of

AVilliam Hawley, Nov. 2, 1780. Their children were
Betsey, born Oct. 5, 1781

;
Hannah, born May 31,

1784; Aaron, born July 8, 1786; Hawley, born July

16, 1789 ; Jesse Lee, born July 27, 1791
;
Eunice, born

Aug. 10, 1793
;
Walter, born Feb. 18, 1796 ;

Charlotte,

born Jan. 8, 1800
;
Lydia, born Sept. 23, 1803 ; Wil-

liam A., born Jan. 15, 1807.

Aaron Sanford, Jr., settled on Redding Ridge, in

* Mr. E. J. Sanford, of Knoxville, Tenii., sends me tlie following ac-

count of Ezekiel Sanford, wliiuli lie derived fioni Rev. Thomas F. Davies:

Ezekiel Sanford w as an English engineer, and had charge of the erection

of tlie stockade fort at Saybrook, at the mouth of the Connecticut River,

for protection against Indians. He afterwards removed to Faiifield and
built the first mill in the county, at Mill River, for which lie received a
large grant of land from the English government.—ToDn.

the eastern part of the town. He married, Dec. 19,

1813, Fanny Hill, daughter of Andrew L. Hill. Their

children were eleven in number : Andrew H., Dan-
iel, Mary, Clara, Llenry, Aaron, Fanny, Jesse L.,

Mary, Elizabeth, John, and Julia H.
Hawley, the second son, married Betsey Stow, Nov.

2, 1814, by whom he had two children, Russell and
Betsey. On the death of his wife he married, second,

Sarah Ketchum, Nov. 20, 1823. The children of this

marriage were Francis A., Aaron K. (now presiding

elder on the Poughkeepsie District), Hawley, Lydia,

David, Morris, and Mary. Walter, the third son,

married, Dec. 6, 1821, Harriet M. Booth. They had
one son, Charles. Walter Sanford married, second,

Emily Gorham. William Sanford, the fourth son,

married Harriet Tuttle, May 2, 1832. Of the daugh-

ters, Betsey married John R. Hill. Hannah mar-

ried the Rev. Aaron Hunt, a Methodist clergyman,

celebrated in his day as being the first to success-

fully contest the old colonial law which forbade all

ministers except those of the "standing order" to

perform the marriage ceremony. Mr. Hunt was at

one time located and resided for several years in Red-
ding. Charlotte married Thomas B. Fanton

;
Lydia

married Aaron Sanford Hyatt.

Lemuel Sanford, second son of Lemuel Sanford,

settled in the centre, near his father. He married,

Sept. 20, 1768-, Mary Russell, of North Branford, Conn.

The circumstances attending his marriage are thus

narrated : He left Redding on horseback early on the

morning of his wedding-day, but was delayed on the

road, and did not reach Branford until midnight. By
that time the wedding-guests had dispersed and the

family had retired ; but he roused them up, collected

the guests, and the ceremony was performed. The
next day bride and groom returned to Redding, travel-

ing on horseback. The children of Lemuel and Mary
Sanford were Lemuel, born July 18, 1769; Rhoda,

born March 4, 1773
;
Mary, born May 18, 1776, mar-

ried Dr. Thomas Peck; Abigail, born 1779 (died in

infancy) ; Jonathan R., born Feb. 11, 1782
;
Abigail,

born April 18, 1784 ;
Lucret'"a, born May 4, 1786.

Mr. Lemuel Sanford died March 12, 1803, at Dan-
bury, in the performance of his duties as judge of the

County Court, leaving a most honorable record. He
had filled all the positions of honor and trust in his

native town, and during the Revolution had been a

member of the committee of supply, the duties of

which kept him absent in Danbury and Fairfield

nearly the whole period of the war. He several

times represented the town in the General Assembly,

and also held the office of associate judge of the

County Court.
'

Lemuel Sanford, eldest son of Judge Sanford, after

being educated at President Dwight's famous acad-

emy on Greenfield Hill, returned to Redding, married

Mary Heron, daughter of 'Squire Heron, and settled

in the centre, on the farm noAV owned by Albert Gor-

ham. He was a man of much ability, and quite prom-



REDDING. 589

inent in town affairs. He had but two children,

Julia and Mary. The ohlest, Julia, married Rev.

Thomas F. Davies, who for a time was settled in

Green's Farms as a Congre<5ational minister. Mary

married Dr. Nehemiah Perry, of Ridgefield, tlie father

of the present physician of that place.

Jonathan R., the second son, married Maria,

daughter of Dr. Thomas Davies, Oct. 17, 1808. Their

children were Amanda, Maria (who died in infancy),

Lemuel, Jonathan R., and Thomas. Mr. .Jonathan

Sanford died Aug. 20, 1858.

In an account of the death of Jonathan R. Sanford,

published in Crosby's "Obituary Notices" (18-58), the

writer says of the deceased, "Through a long life the

deceased enjoyed in an eminent degi'cc the confidence

and resjocct of his fellow-citizens. In 1808 he was

appointed to fill the ofiice of town clerk and treasurer

of his native town, and held those offices by consec-

utive annual appointment from that time to his death,

—a period' of half a century,'—besides filling for sev-

eral years the ofiice of judge of Probate for the Dis-

trict of Redding. Representing at different periods

his native town in the State Legislature, he discharged

the duties of various trusts, both of a jjublic and pri-

vate nature, exhibiting in all his acts a sternness of

integrity and purity of purpose seldom equaled. The
consolations of that religion which cheered and com-

forted him through life were his solace and comfort in

death."

The children of Jonathan R. Sanford now living are

Lemuel, Jonathan R., and Thomas. Lemuel married

Abby M. Hill, daughter of Bradley Hill ; their chil-

dren are Mary Russell, Lillia, Abby, Martha, Alice

Lulu, and Jonathan B. Jonathan R. married Clar-

issa, youngest daughter of Deacon Samuel Read ; their

only child, Hannah Maria, died at the age of twenty-

four. Thomas married Charlotte A. Hewitt, of Corn-

wall, Litchfield Co. ; their children are Thomas F.

and May A.

Ezekiel, third son of Lemuel Sanford the first, mar-

ried Abigail Starr, Nov. 21, 1773, and settled in Boston

District, in the western part of the town. His children

were MoUie, baptized Dec. 18, 1774; Rebecca, bap-

tized April 24, 1777
;
Ezekiel, baptized Nov. 1, 1778;

Abigail, baptized March 19, 1780
;
perhaps others.

He is called captain in the old records. Some of his

descendants are now living in Amenia,'N. Y.

Samuel Sanford the first settled in Umpawaug. He
is called captain in the records. His children were

Daniel, baptized April 22, 1734; Seth, baptized Aug.

23, 1735
;
Mary, March 19, 1738

;
David, Dec. 2, 1739;

Abigail, Jan. 30, 1743
;
Samuel, May 5, 1745

;
Sarah,

May 10, 1747; Esther, April 16, 1749; Ezra, March
25, 1751

;
Rachel, Feb. 25, 1753

;
Peter, May 23, 1756.

Capt. Samuel Sanford died Nov. 6, 1768, aged sixty-

two years.

Daniel married Esther Hull, April 18, 1758. Chil-

dren : Eli, baptized Aug. 16, 1761
;
Chloe, July 5,

1767; and others. Seth married Rebecca, daughter

of Deacon Stephen Burr, April 25, 1759. Her chil-

dren, as named in Deacon Burr's will, 1776, were

Elias, Ehentizcr, .Joel, lOlijah, Samuel, and Beth.

Mary iriarri(!i] Timothy Sanford, son of .Josepli ; Abi-

gail married John Hawley, l^ec. 21, 1762; Hamuel,

Jr., married Sarah Olmsted, July 23, 1707 (town

record). His children recorded were Uriah, bap-

tized Feb. 14,1768; Thomas, Dec. 17, 1769. I'eter

married Abigail ICeel(;r, .June 1, 1780.

lOphraim Sanford the first settled in Sanfordtown

and was a large landowner there, as is shown by sev-

eral deeds now in the possession of his descendants,

some of which date back as far as 1733. His children

by his wife, Elizabeth Mix, according to the parish

record, were Rachel, baptized July 29, 17.33 ; Abi-

gail, baptized May 18, 17.35; .John, April 29, 1739;

Oliver, Sept. 20, 1741
;
Lois, Sept. 17, 1743; Huldah,

May 5, 1748; Augustus, July 15, 1753; Esther, April

27, 1755. His will, dated Jan. 30, 1761, mentions also

Ephraim, Elizabeth, and Tabitha.

Ephraim Sanford, according to the family tradition,

was the first man having a store of goods in Redding.

His goods were brought from Boston. Of his chil-

dren, Abigail married Daniel Jackson, Oct. 2, 17.55.

John married , and settled in the Foundry
District, in Redding. His children were James,

Stephen, Ephraim, John, Eli, Huldah, Lois, Betty,

Elizabeth, and Annie. .James, the eldest son, settled

in the Foundry District, near his father. He was a

teamster in the Revolutionary army, and was present

at the execution of Jones and Smith on Gallows Hill.

He married Sarah, daughter of John Beach, and

granddaughter of Rev. John Beach, the faithful mis-

sionary of the Church of England. He was the father

of 'Squire James Sanford. John, Jr., the fourth son

of .John Sanford, settled in Redding, and was the

father of John W. Sanford, a well-known citizen.

Oliver Sanford, son of Ephraim, married, in April,

1767, Rachel, daughter of Deacon David Coley, of

Weston. Their children were Mary, baptized July

31, 1768; David, Aug. 20, 1769; Ephraim, Sept. 15,

1771; Abigail, May 29, 1774; Enoch A., April 28,.

1776
;
Levi, Dec. 14, 1777 ; Oliver C, Abigail, Mary,

Betsey, and Loraine.

Anna Smith, daughter of Samuel Smith, of Redding,

was baptized July 6, 1740, and Seth Samuel, son of

Samuel and Lydia Smith, Sept. 28, 1760. The latter

was the firstlawycr who located in Redding. He had an

office in the centre, where also he kept a select school.

He was town clerk for a term of years, and wrote a

most elegant hand, as will be remembered by those

familiar with the records of his times. He also filled

many other imi5ortant positions in the town. He
married Huldah . Their chiUlrcn were Zalmon,

baptized Feb. 3, 1780, and probably others.

Robert Stow, the first of the name in Redding,

settled in Lonetowu, on the farm now owned by his

grandson, Sumner Stowe. He married Anne Darrow,

Jan. 26, 1775. Their childi-en were Daniel, born
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July 4, 1779; Abigail, born April 11, 1776, married

Israel Adams; Sarah, born Oct. 4, 1777; Sarah, born

Aug. 11, 1781
;
Sumner, born Sept. 17, 1783 ;

Huldah,
born Feb. 6, 1787, married Andrew Andrus, of Dan-
bury; Abraham, born March 4, 1792; Polly, born

Sept. 20, 1794, married Moses Parsons, of Newtown.
Robert Stow died Nov. 5, 1795. Daniel Stow married

Lucy Hoyt, of Bethel, and settled in Redding, near

his father. His children were Robert, Almira, Sarah,

Harriet, Lucy, Sumner, Mary, and Polly. Abraham
settled in Bethel ; Sumner died when a young man.

Other settlers in the town at an early date, but who
do not appear to have been permanent residents,

were Daniel Bradley, Thomas Williams, Thomas and
William Squire (of Fairfield), Ebenezer Ferry, George

Cowden, Nathaniel Booth, Edmund Sherman, Jona-

than Squire, John AVhitlock, John Truesdale, Fred-

erick Dikeman, and John. The families of Byington,

Chapman, Hamilton, Knapp, Osborne, Dennison,

Bennett, St. John, Gilbert, Johnson, Abbott, Dun-
comb, Edmonds, Olmstead, Rider, Treadwell, and
Todd figure in later records of the town.

Benjamin and Isaac Rumsey were early settlers at

Georgetown. In 1721, Robert Rumsey, of Fairfield,

purchased a tract of land where now is located the

village, and subsequently willed it to his three sons,

Benjamin, Isaac, and Robert, the two former of whom
became actual settlers.

CHAPTER LVIIL

KEDDING (Continued).

THE WAll OF THE REVOLUTION.

Extracts from Town Records—Tryon's Invasion—Hollister's History of

tlie Invasion—Gen. Putnam—Exeeution of John Smith for Desertion,

Barber's Account—Gen. Putnam's Orders—Revolntionai-y Pensioners

—Capt. William Judrl's Company—Revolutionary Accounts—William

Lynes—" Uncle Barney Keeler, the Hessian"—Boston School District.

The first reference in the town records to the war
of the Revolution is under date April 2, 1777, when a

committee was appointed "to hire a number of sol-

diers to serve in the Continental Army." At the

same meeting " Hezekiah Sanford, Seth Sanford,

Daniel Mallory, S. Samuel Smith, William Hawley,

Stephen Betts, Jr., Jonathan Couch, Stephen Gold,

and Hezekiah Read are appointed a committee to

take care of the families of those soldiers that are in

the service of their country." May 5, 1777, David

Jackson, Seth Sanford, Thaddeus Benedict, and John
Gray are chosen Selectmen, in addition to and to sup-

ply the place of Stephen Betts and James Rogers,

taken prisoners by the enemy in their expedition to

Danbury." Dec. 17, 1778, the following committee

was appointed to care for soldiers' families : Nehemiah
Hull for Nathan Coley's, Elijah Burr for Stephen

Meeker's, Ebenezer Couch for Elias Bixby's, Nehe-
miah Sherwood and John Read for Jeremiah Ryan,

and William Hawley for Samuel Remong. April 16,

1781, it was voted "to divide the people into eight

classes, according to their several lists, in order to

raise seven soldiers and one Light Horseman to serve

for one year as coast-guards." Voted " that the sixth

class (for procuring men to serve in the guards at

Horse Neck till ye first of March next) shall procure

a light-horseman and horse, and that the town shall

pay said class all it shall cost them more to procure a

man and horse than it shall cost the other seven

classes on a medium."

Aug. 11, 1783, the following vote appears, and Seth

Sanford, James Rogers, Stephen Betts, Hezekiah San-

ford, and John Gray, the selectmen at the time, were

instructed to carry it into effect

:

" Voled, That the select men of this town be desired to move out of

this town all those persons that have been over and joined the enemy,

and have returned into this town, and that they pursue the business as

fast as they conveniently can according to law."

The following Revolutionary history and incidents

is taken chiefly from Todd's " History of Redding" :

" Two years had passed since the opening of the

War of Independence,—years of alternate victory and
defeat to the colonists,—when a hostile armament of

twenty-five vessels bearing two thousand men, the

flower of the British army, appeared off Compo, in

Westport, on the Connecticut shore. It was the 26th

of April, 1777. A few days before, news had come to

Lord Howe, commanding in New York, that a maga-
zine of munitions of war had been formed by the

rebels in Danbury, which afforded him a pretext for

a descent on Connecticut,—a step which he had long

meditated. The region of country covered by the

proposed campaign had been swept of its able-bodied

men, who were in the Continental ranks keeping a

careful watch on His Lordship's regulars, but that

there might be no balk in the operations an over-

whelming force of two thousand picked men was de-

tailed for the expedition. For commanders, Howe
chose a nondescript genius, one Governor Tryon, and

two military men of ability. Gen. Agnew and Sir Wil-

liam Erskine. Tryon had been Governor of New
York; he had the further merit of being intimately

acquainted with Connecticut, and of being consumed

with an inveterate hatred for, and thirst for revenge

on, the Yankees ; he had a special grudge, too, against

Connecticut, the sturdy little colony having thwarted

him in a variety of ways. Her dragoons had scattered

the types of his newsfjaper organ through the streets of

New York ; her ' Sons of Liberty' had plotted against

him even in his own city ; and she had treated with

contempt his proclamations inviting her to return to

her allegiance, even printing them in her gazettes as

specimens of the Governor's pleasant humor.
" Furthermore, he was well acquainted with the

country to be traversed. He had been as far inland

as Litchfield, had probably visited Danbury, and had

been dined and feted at Norwalk, Fairfield, and New
Haven. He seems to have acted as a guide to the
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expedition, while his two adviwers attended to its

military details. The troops disoinharked at Compo
at four in the afternoon, and the same day marched

to Weston, about eight miles distant, where they en-

camped for the night. To oppose these troops there

was only a militia corps of old men and boys, not equal

in number to one-half the invading force.

" Col. Cook was in command at Danbury with a

company of unarmed militia. Gen. Silliman at Fair-

field, Gen. Wooster at Stratford, and Gen. Arnold at

Norwalk, could not muster, all told, more than eight

hundred raw, undisciplined men. Under these cir-

cumstances Tryon's expedition can only be viewed as

a picnic-excursion into the country ; and as such, no

doubt, he regarded it.

" On the morning of the 26th his army was early

astir, and reached Redding Ridge, where the first halt

was made, about the time that the inhabitants had

concluded their morning meal. What transpired

here is thus narrated by Mr. Hollistcr in his admi-

rable 'History of Connecticut,' vol. ii. chap. 12:

" ' On the morning of the 26th, at a very season-

able hour, Tryon arrived at Redding Ridge, where

Avas a small hamlet of peaceful inhabitants, almost

every one of them patriots and most of them farmers,

who had crowned the high hill where they had

chosen to build their Zion with a tall, gaunt church,

which drew to its aisles one day in seven the people

that dwelt upon the sides of the hills and in the

bosom of the valleys within the range of the sum-

mons that sounded from its belfry. By way of satis-

fying his hunger with a morning lunch until he could

provide a more substantial meal, he drew up his artil-

lery in front of the weatherbeaten edifice that had

before defied everything save the grace of God and

the supplications of his worshipers, and gave it a

good round of grape and canister that pierced its sides

through and shattered its small-paned windows into

fragments. The only spectators to this heroic demon-

stration were a few women and little children, some

of whom ran away at the sight of the red-coats, and

others faced the invaders with a menacing stare.'

" Mr. Hollister is in the main a careful and accu-

rate historian, but a due regard for the truth of his-

tory compels us to say that he was misinformed in

regard to the above facts. The following account is

believed to be correct, our principal informant being

an aged inhabitant of Redding, and a competent au-

thority :

" During the halt the main body of the troops re-

mained under arms on the green in front of the

church. Tryon, Agnew, and Erskine wei'e invited

into Esquire Heron's, who lived in the first house

south of the church, and which is still standing,

though in a ruinous condition. Here they were hos-

pitably entertained with cake and wine, and with

many hopeful prognostications of the speedy collapse

of the ' rebellion.' Across the street from the church,

in a house a few yards south of the one now occupied

by Tliomas Ryan, lived IJeut. Stephen Betts, a prom-

inent patriot, and at whose house, it will be remem-

bered, the County (Jonveiition was held in 1779. A
file of soldiers entered the house, seized him, and lie

was taken with them on their march. James Roger.*,

another prominent patrif)t, and .Jeremiah Sanford, a

lad of ten years, son of Mr. Daniel Sanford, met a

like fate. The lad, we may remark, was carried to

New York and died in the prison-ships, .June 28,

1777. Shortly before the army resumed its march a

horseman was observed spurring rapidly down the

Couch's Hill road towards them, and approached

within musket-shot before discovering their presence
;

he then turned to fly, but was shot and severely

wounded in the attem])t. He proved to be a messen-

ger from Col. Cook, in Danbury, bearing dispatches

to Gen. Silliman, by name Lambert Lockwood.

Tryon had formerly known him in Norwalk, where

Lockwood had rendered him a service, and seems to

have acted on this occasion with some ajjproach to

magnanimity, as he released him on ])arole and al-

lowed him to be taken into a house that his wounds

might be dressed.

"The statement concerning the firing into the

church is a mistake, and I am assured that the re-

verse is true. It is said that the church was not mo-

lested at all (except that a soldier with a well-directed

ball brought down the gilded weathercock from the

spire); and the fact that the pastor, the Rev. John

Beach, as well as several of its most prominent mem-
bers, among them the 'Squire Heron above referred

to, was a most pronounced loyalist, strengthens the

assertion.

" The British army, after halting an hour or two in

the village, resumed its march to Danbury, with the

capture and burning of which the reader is, no doubt,

acquainted.

"Meanwhile, the patriots in Redding anxiously

waited the approach of the Continental army in pur-

suit. At length it came in view, marching wearily

with dusty and disordered ranks,—a little army of

five hundred men and boys, led by Brig.-Gen. Silli-

man in person. They had marched from Fairfield

that day, and were fully twenty-eight hours behind

the foe, who was then lying drunken and disorganized

at Danbury. A muster-roll of the little band would

have shown a most pathetic exhibition of weakness.

There were parts of the companies of Col. Lamb's

battalion of artillery, with three rusty cannon, a field-

piece, and part of the artillery company of Fairfield

and sixty Continentals ; the rest were raw levies,

chiefly old men and boys. It was eight o'clock in the

evening when the troops arrived at Redding Ridge,

—

an evening as disagreeable as a northeast rain-storm

with its attendant darkness could make it. Here the

troops halted an hour for re^it and refreshment. At

the expiration of that time a bugle sounded far down

the street; then the tramp of horsemen was heard.

' and presently Maj.-Geu. Wooster aud Brig.-Geu. Ar-
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nold, at the head of a squadron of cavalry, dashed

into the village.

" On hearing that the British were so far ahead, it

is said that Arnold became so enraged that he could

scarcely keep his seat, and his terrible oaths fell on

his auditors' ears like thunderclaijs. Wooster at once

assumed command, and the column moved forward

through the mud as far as Bethel, where it halted for

the night. At Danbury, but three miles distant,

Tryon's force was sleeping in drunken security, and

might have been annihilated by a determined effort,

but the command was too much exhausted for the

attempt.
" Tryon the next morning was early astir, being

aware that the militia were closing in on him on all

sides, and commenced a retreat to his ships, taking

the circuitous route through Ridgefield. On learning

this move. Gen. Wooster, at Bethel, divided his com-

mand, one detachment, under Gens. Arnold and Silli-

man, marching rapidly across the country and taking

post at Ridgefield, while the other, commanded by

himself, pressed closely on Tryon's rear. The suc-

ceeding fortunes of the patriots—how they met the

foe at Ridgefield, how Wooster fell gallantly leading

on his men, how Arnold performed f)rodigies of valor,

and how the enemy were pursued and harassed until

they gained the cover of their ships—have become a

part of our national history, and need no recounting.

" News that the British had landed at Comi^o, that

they were encamped at Weston and would march
through Redding the next day, was conveyed to this

town at an early hour, and occasioned the greatest

consternation and excitement.

"Money and valuables were hastily secreted in

wells and other places of concealment; horses and

cattle were driven into the forests, and the inhabi-

tants along the enemy's probable route held them-

selves in readiness for instant flight. Herod's emis-

saries could not have excited livelier emotions of

terror in the hearts of Judean mothers than did

Tryon's invasion in the breasts of the mothers of

Redding. He seems to have warred pre-eminently

on women and boys. The latter especially he made
prisoners of and consigned to the horrible prison

ships, holding them either as hostages or on the plea

that they 'would very soon grow into rebels.' The
women of Redding had heard of this propensity, and

at his approach gathered all the boys of thirteen and
under—the older ones were away under arms—and

conveyed them to a secluded place near the Forge,

where they were left under the charge of one Gershom
Barlow; here they remained until the invader had

regained his ships, provisions being cooked and sent

in to them daily.

" Many other incidents of the invasion are current

in the town.
" On receiving intelligence of the landing at Compo,

Capt. Read mustered his company of militia and

forthwith marched to intercept the invaders. At a

place called Couch's Rock, in Weston, they came
suddenly upon the entire force of the enemy and were

taken prisoners. Timothy Parsons, one of the militia-

men, had a fine musket, which he particularly valued

;

this a grenadier took and dashed to pieces on the

stones, saying it should waste no more rebel bullets.

" Mrs. Thankful Bradley, living in Weston, near the

Redding line, was milking by the roadside when the

troops surprised her. An officer told her to remain

quiet and they would not molest her. She followed

his advice, and continued milking while the entire

army filed by. With the exception of kidnapping

the lad Sanford, the British behaved with praise-

worthy moderation during their march through Red-

ding. No buildings were burned, and no such enor-

mities committed as marked their descent on Fairfield

and New Haven, two years later.

" After their departure nothing further of a warlike

nature occurred in the town until the encampment in

Redding, in the winter of 1778-79, of Gen. Putnam's

division of the Continental army. This division

comprised Gen. Poor's brigade of New Hampshire

troops, the two brigades of Connecticut troops, the

corps of infantry commanded by Hazen, and that of

cavalry by Sheldon. This division had been oper-

ating along the Hudson during the fall, and as winter

approached it was decided that it should go into win-

ter-quarters at Redding, as from this position it could

support the important fortress of West Point in case

of attack, overawe the Cow-Boys and Skinners of

Westchester County, and cover the country adjacent

to the Sound. Accordingly, early in November, Gen.

Putnam arrived with several of his general officers to

select sites for the proposed camps. Three were

marked out,—the first in the northeastern part of

Lonetown, near the Bethel line, on land now owned

by Aaron Treadwell ; the second also in Lonetown,

about a mile and a half west, on the farm of the late

Sherlock Todd, a short distance southwest of his

dwelling-house; the third in West Redding, on the

ridge lying east of Uriah Griffin's, on land now owned

by him, and about a quarter of a mile north of Red-

ding Station. The sites of all three camps may be

easily distinguished by the ruins of the stone chim-

neys which formed one side of the log huts in which

the troops were sheltered. The ruins of the first

camp are most distinct, and form perhaps one of the

best preserved, as well as most interesting, relics of

the Revolution within the reach of the antiquary.

This camp was laid out with admirable judgment at

the foot of the rocky bluffs which fence in on the

west the valley of the Little River. The barracks

were so disposed as to form an avenue nearly a quar-

ter of a mile in length and several yards in width.

At the west end of the camp was a mountain-brook,

which furnished a plentiful supply of water ; near the

brook is a heap of cinders, which probably marks the

spot where a forge was erected. The camp was until

recently covered with heavy forests, which explains,
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perhaps, the secret of its preservation. The present

owner is clearing up the un(lerl)rush wliich lias over-

grown the ruins, rendering it easy of access to visitors,

and it will in time, no doubt, become a favorite place

of resort. Only a few heaps of stone mark the site of

the second camp, which was also laid out on the

southerly slope of a hill, with a stream of running

water at its base. The same may be said of the camp
at Long Ridge.

" As to the exact locatioii of Putnam's headquarters

at this time authorities differ, but all agree in placing

it on Umpawaug Hill. Mr. Barber, in his 'His-

torical Collections,' says it was the old house that

stood until recently on the corner of the road leading

down to Sanford's Station, a short distance north of

Andrew Perry's present residence. Mr. Lossing, in

his 'Field-Book of the Revolution,' makes the same

statement ; but I am informed by an aged resident

whose father was an officer in the Revolutionary army,

and visited Gen. Putnam at his headquarters, that they

were in an old house that then stood between the resi-

dence of the late Burr Meeker and that now occupied

by Mr. Brady, and that the first-named was his guard-

house. The question is one of little imi^ortance, per-

haps, excejrt to those who demand the utmost possible

accuracy in the statement of fact.

" Some of the officers were quartered in the house

now occupied by Setli Todd, then owned by Samuel

Gould ; others in a house that stood on the site of the

one recently occupied by Sherlock Todd. Gen. Par-

son's headquarters were on Redding Ridge.
" While the army lay at Redding several events of

importance occurred which are worthy of narrating

with some degree of particularity. The troops went

into winter-quarters this year in no pleasant humor,

and almost in the spirit of insubordination. This

was peculiarly the case with the Connecticut troops.

They had endured privations that many men would

have sunk under,—the horrors of battle, the weari-

ness of the march, cold, hunger, and nakedness.

What was worse, they had been paid in the depre-

ciated currency of the times, which had scarcely any
purchasing power, and their devoted families at home
were reduced to the lowest extremity of want and

wretchedness.

"The forced inactivity of the camp gave them time

to brood over their wi'ongs, until at length they

formed the bold resolve of marching to Hartford

and presenting their grievances in person to the

Legislature then sitting. The two brigades were

under arms for this purpose before news of the re-

volt was brought to Putnam. He, with his usual

intrepidity and decision of character, threw himself

upon his horse and dashed down the road leading to

his camps, never slacking rein until he drew up in

the presence of the disaffected troops. ' My brave

lads,' cried he, 'whither are you going? Do you
intend to desert your officers, and to invite the

enemy to follow you into the country ? Whose

cause have you been fighting and Buffering no long

in? Is it not your own ? Have you no pro|jerty, no

])arents, wives, or children? You liave beliiived like

;

men so far; all the world is full of your jjraises and

posterity will stand astonished at your deeds, but not

if you spoil all at la.st. Don't you consider how
much the country is distressed by the war, and that

your officers have not been any better paid than

yourselves? But we all expect better times, and

that the country will do us ample justice. Let u.s

all stand by one another, then, and fight it out like

brave soldiers. Think what a shame it would be for

Connecticut men to run away from their officers!'

When he had finished this stirring speech, he directed

the acting major of brigades to give the word for them

to shoulder, march to their regimental jiarades, and

lodge arms, which was done. One soldier only, a

ringleader in the affair, was confined in the guard-

house, from which he attempted to escape, but was

shot dead by the sentinel on duty, himself one of the

mutineers. Thus ended the affiiir, and no further

trouble was experienced with the Connecticut troops.

"Nothing had so much annoyed Putnam and his

officers during the campaign of the ])receding sum-

mer on the Hudson than the desertions which had

thinned his ranks and the Tory spies who fre-

quented his camps under every variety of pretext,

and forthwith conveyed the information thus gath-

ered to the enemy. To put a stop to this it had been

determined that the next offender of either sort cap-

tured should suffer death as an example, and accord-

ing to the usages of war. The time for putting this

determination into execution soon arrived. One day

some scouts from Putnam's outposts in Westchester

County captured a man lurking within their lines,

and, as he could give no satisfactory account of him-

self, he was at once haled over the borders and into

the presence of the commander-in-chief. In answer

to his queries, the prisoner said that his name was

Jones, that he was a Welshman by birth, and had set-

tled in Ridgefield a few years before the war had com-

menced; that he had never faltered in his allegiance

to the king, and that at the outbreak of hostilities he

had fled to the British army and had been made a

butcher in the camp ; a few weeks before, he had been

sent into Westchester County to buy beeves for the

army, and had been captured as above narrated. He
was remanded to the guard-house and a court-martial

at once ordered for his trial. The result is to be found

in the following document, found among the papers

of the late Lieut. Samuel Richards, paymaster in Col.

Wylly's regiment

:

" ' Feb. 4, 1770. Was tried at a General Court-:^Iar-

tial Edward Jones for Going to and serving the

enemy, and coming out as a spy ; found guilty of

each and every charge Exhibited against him, and

according to Law and the Usages of Nations was sen-

tenced to suffer Death.
" ' The General approves the sentence and orders it



594 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

to be put in Execution between the hours of ten and

eleven a.m. by hanging him by the neck till he be

Dead.'
" Two days after, another court-martial was held

for a similar offense, as the following proves :

" ' Feb. 6, 1779. At a Gen'l Court-Martial was tried

John Smith of the 1st Connecticut Regiment for de-

sertion and attempting to go to the Enemy ; found

guilty ; and further persisting in saying that he will

go to the Enemy if ever he has an opportunity. Sen-

tenced to be shot to death, and orders that it be put

in Execution between the hours of ten and twelve

A.M.'

" General Putnam, having two prisoners under

sentence of death, determined to execute them both

at once, or, as he expressed it, 'make a double job of

it,' and at the same time make the spectacle as terri-

ble and impressive as the circumstances demanded.

The lofty hill dominating the valley and the camps
(known to this day as Gallows Hill) was chosen as

the scene of the execution, the instrument of death

being erected on its highest pinnacle. The details of

the execution, for reasons which will appear, I prefer

to give in the words of the three different historians

who have chronicled it. Mr. Barber, in his 'Histori-

cal Collections of Connecticut,' p. 399, says,

—

" ' The scene which took place at the execution of

these men is described as shocking and bloody. The
man on whom the duty of hangman devolved left

the camp, and on the day of execution could not be

found. A couple of boys about the age of twelve

years were ordered by Gen. Putnam to perform the

duties of the absconding hangman. The gallows was

about twenty feet from the ground. Jones was com-

pelled to ascend the ladder, and the rope around his

neck was attached to the cross-beam. Gen. Putnam
then ordered Jones to jump from the ladder. " No,

General Putnam," said Jones, " I am innocent of the

crime laid to my charge ; I shall not do it." Putnam
then ordered the boys before mentioned to turn the

ladder over. These boys were deeply affected by the

trying scene; they cried and sobbed loudly, and ear-

nestly entreated to be excused from doing anything

on this distressing occasion. Putnam, drawing his

sword, ordered them forward, and compelled them at

the sword's point to obey his orders. The soldier

that was shot for desertion was but a youth of sixteen

or seventeen years of age. Three balls were shot

through his breast : he fell on his face, but immedi-

ately turned over on his back ; a soldier then ad-

vanced, and, putting the muzzle of his gun near the

convulsive body of the youth, discharged its contents

into his forehead. The body was then taken up and

put into a coffin ; the soldiers had fired their pieces

so near that they set the boy's clothes on fire, which

continued burning. An officer with a drawn sword

stood by, while every soldier of the three brigades

who were out on the occasion was ordered to march
by and look at the mangled remains.'

" Mr. Barber says in a foot-note that the above par-

ticulars were derived from an aged inhabitant of

Redding who was present on the occasion and stood

but a few feet from Jones when he was executed.

" Mr. HoUister, in his ' History of Connecticut,'

takes exception to the above account. In vol. ii.

page 375 of his work he has the following note

:

" ' The Rev. Nathaniel Bartlett, who was pastor of

the Congregational Church in Redding for a period

of fifty years, officiated as chaplain to the encamp-

ment during the winter, and was present at the exe-

cution. He interceded with Gen. Putnam to defer

the execution of Smith until Washington could be

consulted, the offender being a youth of seventeen

years, but the commander assured him that a reprieve

could not be granted. Mr. Bartlett was an earnest

and fearless Whig, and openly talked and preached

"rebellion,"—so much so that the Tories, who were

numerous in the eastern part of the town, threatened

to hang him if they could catch him. In consequence

of these threats he often carried a loaded musket with

him when on his parochial visits. His son and suc-

cessor in the ministry at Redding—the Rev. Jonathan

Bartlett, now (1855) in his ninety-first year—well re-

members the Revolutionary encampment at Redding,

and frequently visited it. He is sure that the story in

Barber's "Historical Collections" about Putnam's in-

humanity at the execution of Smith and Jones is

incorrect. Though not present himself, he has often

heard his father relate the incidents of the occasion

;

and furthermore, he once called the attention of Col.

Asahel Salmon (who died in 1848, aged ninety-one),

who was a sergeant in attendance upon the execution,

to the statement, and he declared that nothing of the

kind took place.' "

" Another historian, Rev. Thomas F. DaVies, in an

historical sermon delivered at Green's Farms in 1839,

also takes exception to Mr. Barber's statement. He
says,—

" ' Mr. Barber must have been misinformed. Red-

ding is my native town, and from my boyhood I have

heard the history of the proceedings on the occasion

referred to, and was much surprised at the statements

in the " Historical Collections." The Rev. Mr. Bart-

lett, whose father was chaplain on that occasion, in-

forms me that Gen. Putnam could not have been

guilty of the acts there charged.

" 'That Mr. Barber may have something to substi-

tute for the narrative to which I object, I give the

following

:

"'When General Putnam occupied the house of

which Mr. Barber has given an engraving, a scene

occurred which presents the general in a very amia-

ble light. A poor man with a family needing sup-

port, and who lived in the neighboring town of Ridge-

field, was told by one acquainted with his wants that

if he would visit General Putnam and hold a conver-

sation with him, he would on his return, and on proof

of the fact, give him a bushel of wheat. The tempta-
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tion in that time of scarcity and taxc-i was iJ^rc'.it, and

so also was the fear of intruding iijjon so distinguisiied

an individual ; but the stern necessities of his condi-

tion at length induced the poor man to venture. He
accordingly presented himself at headquarters, and

requested the servant to solicit for him an interview

with the general. Putnam promptly summoned the

man to his presence, directed him to Ijc seated, and

listened with interest while the man with great trepi-

dation gave the statement which accounted for the

liberty he had taken. The general directed the ser-

vant to bring some wine, conversed for a time very

pleasantly with his needy visitor, and then, calling

for pen and ink, wrote a certificate, in which he gave

the name of the individual and stated that he had

visited and conversed with Gen. Putnam, who signed

it in his official character. Thus furnished with the

means of giving bread to his family, the distressed

individual returned to his humble roof; and this

anecdote, which I have on the very best authority, is

proof that Putnam was not destitute of those kind

and gentle affections which are so desirable au orna-

ment of the most heroic character.'

"This diversity of statements has led the writer to

investigate the matter more thoroughly than he would

otherwise have done, and the weight of proof seems

to be in favor of the correctness of Mr. Barber's state-

ment. His version of the affair is the one generally

prevalent in the town, with the exception of Putnam's

forcing the boys to become executioners. Nor is there

anything in the story inconsistent with Putnam's

known character and temperament. He had been a

man of war from his youth, in perils often from wild

beasts, the elements, the wilderness, and the Indians.

Long service in the bloody French and Indian wars

had scarcely taught him amiability. Boldness, firm-

ness, promptness, decision,—these were the chief ele-

ments of his character ; and at this particular crisis all

were needed. There was disaffection and insubordi-

nation in the army, as has been seen. Desertions were

frequent, and spying by the Tories was almost openly

practiced. To put a stop to these practices was vitally

necessary to the safety of the army
;
and, as the pris-

oners had been tried and sentenced to death by a com-

petent tribunal, it was Putnam's duty to see that the

sentence was carried into effect. If the execution

was bunglingly done, the fault was with the execu-

tioners, and not with the general.

" As was to be expected, the citizens of Redding
felt quite honored by the selection of their town for

the army's winter-quarters, and welcomed heartily

the dusty battalions as they filed into camp ; but a

few months' acquaintance opened their eyes to some
of the ways of soldiers, and caused them to speed the

army in the spring as heartily as they had welcomed
it in the autumn. The soldiers argued that, as they

were fighting the country's battles, it devolved on the

latter to furnish the sinews of war, and plundered the

neighboring farmers, whether Whig or Tory, with the

utmost impartiality. To them a well-stocked poultry-

yard or a ])cn of fat jjorkers offered irre.sistiljle induce-

ments. A milch-cfjw never failed of a circle of

devoted admirers, while bands of merry rovurn occa-

sionally stole over the borders into the neighboring

towns and harried in under cover of night droves of fat

cattle, which were killed and eaten with as little for-

mality as they were ttikcu. With the morning would

come the owner complaining of these little peccadil-

loes, but, as he could never prove property or identify

the rogues, they usually escaped punishment. After

a time, however, the wary farmers foiled the dejireda-

torsby herding their live-stock over night in the cellars

of their houses and in other secure jjlaces.

"The ringleader in all these forays was Tom War-

rups, an Indian, grandson of the chief Chickens, and

one of Putnam's most valued scouts and messengers.

Tom possessed a great deal of individuality, and im-

pressed himself on a succeeding generation to the

extent that numberless anecdotes are remembered

and told about him to this day. Some of these, illus-

trating the Indian character, are worthy the attention

of the grave historian. Tom had a weakness for liquor,

which would have caused his expulsion from the camp
had it not been for his services as scout and guide.

One day he was seen deplorably drunk, and the offi-

cer of the day in disgust ordered him to be ridden out

of the camp. A stout rail was brought, Tom was

placed astride of it, four men hoisted it upon their

shoulders, and the cavalcade started. On their way

they met Gen. Putnam with his aids making the

rounds of the camp. ' Tom,' said the general, sternly,

'how's this? Aren't you ashamed to be seen riding

out of camp in this way?'— ' Yes,' replied Tom, with

drunken gravity. 'Tom is ashamed—vera mooch

ashamed—to see poor Indian ride and the gineral he

go afoot.'

" Tom had a house on the high ridge back of Capt.

Isaac Hamilton's, now owned by William Slierwood.

It was built, it is said, in primitive Indian style, of

poles set firmly in the ground, then bent and fas^tened

together at the top. This framework was covered

with bark and roofed with reeds and rushes. Its fur-

niture consisted of framework bedsteads, with bedding

of skins, wooden bowls fashioned from pepperage-

knots, huge wooden spoons, baskets made of rushes

or long grass, pails of birch-bark, and an iron pot and

skillet begged or borrowed from the settlers. His sis-

ter Eunice was his housekeeper. Except in war he

was a worthless, shiftless fellow, and lived chiefly by

begging; hunting and trapping were his recreations.

He would often absent himself from his hut lor weeks

at a time, sleeping in barns or in the forest. A huge

overhanging rock about a mile north of Georgetown

often sheltered him on these occasions, and is still

known as Warrups' Rock.

"Tom's neighbor and landlord before the war was

Col. John Read, son of the early settlor of that name.

On one occasion tlie colonel had a company of geu-
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tlemen from Boston to visit liim, and planned a grand

hunt in their honor. Tom was always master of the

revels at such times, and piloted the party on this oc-

casion. In their rambles through the forests they

came to a spring, and, being thirsty, one of the party

lamented that they had left their hunting-cups be-

hind. Tom at once slipped off his shoe, and, filling

it with water, offered it to the guest to drink ; where-

upon Col. Read reproved him sharply for his ill

breeding. Tom drank from the vessel while the

homily was being delivered, and then replaced the

shoe, observing, with the haughtiness of a king,

' Good enough for Indian, good enough for white

man too.'

" After the war Capt. Zalmon Read and Tom were

near neighbors, and the former had a cornfield in

dangerous proximity to Tom's cabin ; he missed the

corn and susj)ected Tom, and, watching, not only dis-

covered him to be the thief, but also his ingenious

plan of procedure. About midnight the Indian would

come, basket in hand, and, seated on the top rail of

the fence, would thus address the field :
' Lot, can

Tom have some corn ?'—
' Yes, Tom,' the lot would

reply; 'take all you want ;' whereupon Tom would

fill his basket with ears and march off. The next

night, as the story goes, the captain armed himself

with a grievous hickory club and lay in wait behind

the fence. Presently Tom came, repeated his formula,

and proceeded to fill his basket ; but when he re-

turned to the fence, it was occupied by the captain,

who proceeded to repeat Tom's formula with a vari-

ation :
' Lot, can I beat Tom?'— ' Yes,' the lot replied

;

' beat him all he deserves ;' whereupon the fun-loving

captain fell upon the culprit and gave him the thor-

ough beating which his roguery deserved.

" One more anecdote of Tom must suffice. One
day he went to a neighbor's house and demanded
whisky. No, the neighbor was of the opinion that

whisky was bad for Tom. 'Rum, then?'
—

'No.'

—

' Cider ?'—
' No ; cider was bad too ; food he might

have to keep him from starving, but no fire-water.'

Tom ruminated. 'Well,' said he at length, 'give me
toast and cider,'—a favorite dish in those days,—and

in this way won the desired stimulant.

" Some years after, when age was creeping on, Tom
and his sister removed to the Indian reservation at

Schaticook, in Kent, whither his tribe had preceded

him, and the time and manner of his death were un-

known to his white brethren in Redding.
" This is a long digression, pardonable in this con-

nection only because its subject was one of the brave

defenders of his country.

" Among the papers in the ' Richards Collection'

are some that are interesting as detailing little epi-

sodes of camp-life, as well as some that possess con-

siderable historic value. They are as follows :

"' Headquarters, Reading, May 28, 1779.

" Daniel Vaughn and Jonath'n Gore of the 8th Connecticut Regt Tiyd

by a Brigade C. M. whereof Lt. Col. Sumner was President, For Stealing

a Cup from Capt. Zalmon Read of Reading, T!ie Court are of Opinion

the charges against Vaughn and Gore are not supported.

'"B. 0.'

" ' Camp, 2nd Hilt,, Nov. 14, 1778.
"

' Tlie General ha\'ing obtained permission of the Commander In

Chief to he Absent a few days from the Division, the Command will de-

volve upon Brigadier Gen'l Huntington. Gen'l McDougal is happy that

it falls upon a Gentleman in whose care for and attention to the Troops

he has tlie utmost Confidence. The Orders will be issued as usual at the

Headquarters of the Division.'

"
' RmDiNG, Dec. 18, 1778.

'"Lieut. Col. Butler of Wylly's Reg. is promoted to the command of

the 2nd Company Battalion and is to be obeyed as such. Col. Meigs is

appointed Inspector to the Division and to do tiie duty of Adjt. General

for tlie same until further Orders—Quartermaster Belding of the First

Conn. Brigade is appointed Quartermaster of the Division and is to do

that duty until further Orders. David Huniplire3' Esq. late Brigade

Major to Gen'l Parsons is appointed aide de camp to Gen'l Putnam till

further Orders.'

'"As the Division is now at Rest, Let us not . . . Who has appeared

for us and America in innumerable instances in the hour of our Distress

let prayers be attended. Both Jlorning and Evening, in fair Weather, at

such times As the Commanding Officers of Brigades shall Direct. This

order Constantly to be observed when tlie Division is Encamped. Gen'l

McDougal flatters himself his officers W'ill give the Troops the virtuous

E.xample of Attending at all times Divine Service. The Gen'l will be

obliged to the officers to Desire any persons wliom they know going to

head Qr. or to hartford to call upon him.'

'"Dec. 18, 1778.

" ' Quarter Master Belding of the First Conn. Brigade is appointed Qr.

Master of the Division, and is to Do that Duty till furtlier orders. David

Humphrey, Esq., late Brigade Major to Gen. Parsons, is appointed A De

Camp to Maj. Gen. Putnam Till further ordeis (Capt. Cliamplon of Col.

Wyllis' Regt. Is to do the Duty of Bd Major till further orders, and is to

be Obeyed accordingly).'

" ' Feb. 13, 1779.

"' The Gen'l Directs that no person he permitted to visit the Prisoners

under sentence of Death Unless at their Request as frequent Complaints

have been made that they are interrupted in their Private Devotions by

persons who came for no other Purpose but to Insult tliem.'

"
' At a Gen'l Court-Martial held at Bedford Oct. 3, 1778, By order of

Gen. Scott whereof Lt. Col. Blaisden was President.

'" Elisha Sniitli a private in Capt. Stoddard's Co. 2il Regt. Light Dra-

goons was tryed for Deserting to the Enemy last August and Piloting

tliem into and against the troops of this S'ate Defrauding tlie publick,

by selling bis horse and Accouferments iu a Treasonable iilanner to the

Enemy and for Menacing and Insulting his officers while a Prisoner,

found Guilty, and Sentence Him to Suffer the pains of Death—His E.\;-

cellency the Commander in Chief Approves the Sentence and Orders s'd

Elisha Smith to be E.-cecuted ne.xt Monda.y the 12th Inst, at 11 0 Clock

A.M. at or near Bedford as Gen. Scott shall Direct.'

No date :

"
' Divine Service will be performed to morrow at the Church,

to begin at 11 0 Clock a.m. Tliose off Duty are to March from Camp so

as to be at the Church by that time.'

"The 'Church' was the Congregational, at the

centre, and the preacher the Rev. Nathaniel Bartlett.

"
' IIeadquakters, May 27, 1779.

"
' Major General Putnam being (about) to take command of one of the

Wings of the Grand Arm.y, before he leaves tlie Troops who have served

under him the winter past, tliinks it his Duty to Signify to them his en-

tire approbation of their Regular and Soldier like Conduct, and wishes

them (wherever they may happen to be out) a Successful and Glorious

Campaign.'

" Hazen's command seems to have been the first to

break camp in the spring, as the following proves

:

" Head Quahters, Reading, March 21, 1779.

"'Col. Hazen's Regt. Avill niarcli to Springfield in 3 Divisions by the

shortest notice : the first Division will march on Monday next, and the

other two will follow on Thursday and Friday next. Weather permitting,

and in case the detached parties join the Regt. Col. Hazen will take with

him one peice of Cannon and a proportionable Numberof Arlillery men.'
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" Ajml lltli the following order was iBsucd:

"'IIhai) (iuARTKiiB, Apr. Utlj, 1779.

" ' The oiliccrs are Requested to loao no time in I'roimring Uiv the iielil,

tliat they may he ready to leave their present QnarterH at tlie Siiortest

Notice. The Q. M. Gen'l— as far as it is in liis power will supply those

with Portmanteaus, who have not hoen iurnished hel'ore, and thcjse who

have or shall ho provided are on no account to can-y chestH or lioxes

into the field. The portmanteaus are given hy the puhlick t<j Hupersedo

those of such Cuuihensouie arlicles in order to conti'act the Jiaggage of

the Army and lessen the Number of Waggons, which hesides saving the

Expense, is attended with numy obvious and most Impoitant Military

Advantages. The General also thinks it necessary to give explicit notice

in time with a view to have the army as little Ene\nnhered as jiossible

in all its movements, and to prevent hurthejiing tlie public and the

farmers more than can be avoided. No otlicer whoso Duly liocs not

Ileally rerjuire him to be on liorseback—w ill be permitted to kceji horses

with the Army—It ought to ho the piido of an officer to share the

fatigues, as well as the Dangers to which his men are exposed on foot.

Marching by their sides lie will losseu every inconvenience and Excite

iu them a spirit of patience and perseverance. Inability alone can

justify a Deviation from this necessary practice. Gen. Washington

strongly recommends to the oflicers to Divest themselves as much as

possible of everything Superlluous—Taking to the lield only what is Es-

sential for Dining and Comfort. Such as liave not particular friends

within reach with whom they would choose to confide their Baggage,

will apply to the Q. M. Gen'l who will appoint a place for their Eecep-

tiou and furuish Means of Transportation.'

" ' Reading, May 24, 1779.

"
' Gen. Parsons orders the Brigade to bo Ready to March to Morrow

at G o'clock A.M. Complet for Action.'

" This brigade seems to have returned to the High-

lands via liidgefield and Bedford, as Gen. Parsons

dates his next order at Eidgefield, May 30tli

:

"'That Col. Wyllys furnish aScrgt. Corp. and 12 privates to bo posted

as a Guard this Night one quarter of a Mile iu front of where his Regt.

is quaitered on the road leading to Bedford. Tliat Col. Meigs furuisli a

Guard of the Same Number and Distance on the road leading to Nor-

walk. The Revielle to he beat to-morrow nun-ning at the Dawn of Day,

the troops to parade at 4 o'clock half a mile below the meetinghouse,

on the road leading to Bedford, for which place they will march imme-

diately after iu the same order as this day.'

"
' Bedford, May 31st, 1779.

" ' The troops of Gen. Parson's Brigade to have two Days . . . per man
from Capt. Townsend . . . refresh themselves, and he ready to nuirch iu

two hours to Parade near the Meeting house.'

"
' FisiiKiLL, June 2, 1779.

" 'Gen. Parsons orders that Com'sr Sturm deliver one gill of Rum per

man, and two Days provision to the troops of his Brigade, this Day.

The Qr. master to make return for the same.'

"' IId. Quaktees, Highlands, June G, 1779.
"

' General McDougal Orders a Detachment of 150 Men Properly Offi-

cered from Gen. Parson's and Huntington's Brigades to parade at 12

o'clock, witli arms, amumnition, accoutorments, Blankets and three

days Provisions in trout of Gen. Hu. Bd.' (Huntington's Brigade.)

"
' Hd. Qe. June 7th, 1779.

" 'Tlio Grand Parade in front of Gen. Iln. Bd. 100 liien properly Olli-

cered fiom Hn. Bd. will parade for pi(iuet at 3 o'clock lor the future.

The Relief will parade at ii o'clock in the morning. No person will pass

the piquet who cannot give a Good Ac'ct of himself.'

'"The Signal of Alarm will be three cannon fired Distinctly by the

Artillery iu the front line.'

" The following orders show the route taken by the

army in the fall of 1778 from the Highlands to

Redding

:

" ' HkAD QUAItTERS, FREDERICKSBlMiO, Oct. 10, 177S.

'"To morrow being the Anniversary of the Surrender of Gen'l Bur-
goynes and his Troops to the Arms of America under the Comnuuid of

Major Gen'l Gates, it will he Commemorated by the firing of tliirteeu

cannon from the Park of Artillery at 12 o : Clock.'

'"IfKAD QlABTKBD, 0(,-t. 22, 1778.

"' Nixon's, Parson's and Huntington's Hiiga<li-B are to niaiuh t« mor-

row morning at 7 'o'clock fjom the Line under the command of Major

Gen'l McDougall—Orders of Marcli—Gen'l Nixon's Brigade Imids, Hunt-

ington's follows. Parson's brings up tlie Rear, O/mniunding Olliii iB of

Corjis will bo answeralile for the conduct of llic men while on tlio

Miircdi. Arlilhrry to March in Centre of each Itj lga<ic—the Baggage of

(ien'l Oflicers to March in Rear of the Ti-oui-s, the other Baggage will

j

march in the same order. Forage and CommisBury Waggons in the rear

of the Whole.'
"

' Nkw Mii-Foni), Nov. .0, 1778.

'"The Honorable, the Continental Congress having on the 12tli of

October paused a Resolution to discourage prophaiienetis in the Army it

is inserted in this Division for the information of Oflicers, and Gen. Mc-

Dougall liojies for their aid and Countenance in Dis'aiuraging and t-up-

pressing a Vice so Dishonorable to human Nature, to the commiBsion of

which there is no Temjitafion enougli.'-

"'Camp, New Mn.roitn, Oct. 20, 1778.

" ' His Excellency the Commander in Chief has DirecttMl tlic troops to

remain hero till further orders—and he in Readiiie.ss to March at the

shortest notice as Circumstances sliall require. While the Division is

Rejiosod, two days bread will bo on store Continually, Baked.'

" These interesting extracts might fitly conclude the

story of the army's encampment in Redding. There

are, however, some entries in the parish records,

proving that amid the horrors of war sly Cupid found

a chance to inflict his wounds, that are worthy of in-

sertion. They are given as entered by the Rev. Na-

thaniel Bartlett:

" ' Feb. 7, 1779, I Joined together in marriage James Gibbins a sol-

dier in the Army and Ann Sullivan.

" Jlarch ISth, 1779. I joined together in marriage John Lines, a sol-

dier in the Army, and Mary Hendrick.

" ' March 30, 1779. I joined in marriage Daniel Evarts a soldier, and

Mary Rowland.

"' Apr. 15, 1779. I joined in marriage Isaac Olmsted a soldier, and

Mary Parsons.

"'Apr. 28, 1779. I joined in marriage Jesse Belknap an artificer in

the army, and Eunice Hall.

" ' May 4, 1779. I joined in marriage William Little, Steward to Gen.

Parsons, and Phehe Jlerchant.
"

' May 23, 1779. I joined in marriage Giles Gilbert an artificer in the

army, and Deboiah Hall.

" ' March 9, 17irO. I joined in marriage "William Darrow a soldier

and Ruth Bartiam.'

" In the month of June, 1781, Count de Rocham-
beau and the Duke de Lauzun marched a column of

French troops across Connecticut and took i)ost in

Ridgelield, within supi^orting distance of Washing-

ton's army on the Hudson.
" They passed through Redding on the march, and

encamped over night, it is said, on the old parade-

ground.
" Their supply-train numbered eight hundred and

ten wagons, most of them drawn by two yoke of

oxen and a horse. The column attracted much at-

tention as it moved, with flashing arms and soldierly

precision, over the hills and through the valleys on

its way to Ridgefield.

" No complete list of the soldiers furnished by Rod-

ding to the Continental army can be prepared. The
following names appear on the town list of Revolu-

tionary pensioners : Col. Asahel Salmons, Capt. Zal-

mon Read, Capt. John Davis, Joel Merchant. Ezra

I

Bates, Calvin Jenkins. Ezra Hull, Stephen Battei-son.

' Jacob Patchen, and Abraham Pai-sons ; and iu the
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town records those whose families were aided were

Nathan Coley, Stephen' Meeker, Elias Bixby, Jere-

miah Ryan, and Samuel Remong."

CAPT. WILLIAM JUDD'S COMPANY.

The following is the pay-roll of Capt. William

Judd's company, Col. Wylly's regiment, which was

encamped at Eedding in 1778-79 : Asa Chapman,

Sergt., Homer Phelps, Joel Smith, Sergt., Thomas

Peck, Elijah Porter, William Lee,tifer, Eleazer Porter,

D. Adams, Timothy Keeler, Levi Hamlin, Elisha

HoUstein, Stephen Chapman, John Oakley, Conor

Dunham, Jr., Ebenezer Park, Samuel Hotchkiss,

Ephraim Taylor, Amos Barnes, Shaw, Joseph

Hill, Benjamin Potts, David Heydon, Ebenezer Park,

Abel Scipio, Thomas Swift, and Luther Atkins.

REVOLUTIONARY ACCOUNTS.*

The following accounts are interesting from the fact

that they give the names of some of the soldiers, and

also the prices of clothing at the time a jjart of the

army was encamped at Redding in 1778-79 :

Dr. soldiers of Capt. JuiM's company for State clothing received of

Lieut. Richards, Nov. 14, 1778.

£ 8. d.

John Platner, 1 pair stockings, Gs.; Thin, 12s 0 18 0
Turner .lohns^)n, 1 sliirt, I'As

0

12 0
Amos Barnes, 1 sliiit, I2.S.

;
stockings, 6s 0 18 0

Ephraim Taylor, 1 shirt, 12s

0

12 0
Thomas Twist, stockings. Us

0

6 0
Abel Scipio, 1 (lair stockings, Gs

0

6 0
Daniel Jtosouck, 1 pair stockings, Gs

0

6 0
Corp. Woodrntt, 1 shirt, 12s

0

12 0
Lieut. Gore will account with Mr. Richards for 1

]iair stockings, Gs.

Deliverance Adams, 1 pair hose

0

6 0

4 16 0

" C.\MP NEAR Reading, Dec. 11, 1778.

" We the siihscribers, non-commissioned officers and privates of Capt.

William Judd's company. Col. Wylly's regiment, have received of Samuel

Richards, paymaster to tlie said regiment, the sums respectively annexed

to our names on account of wages to te drawn for the months of October

and Noveniber, 1778.

" Witness our liands

:

$7 and 38.90, Asa Chapman, Sergeant.

3 " 37.90, Homer Plielps, Sei geant.

4 " 38.90, Joel Smith, Sergeant.

1 Tliomas Park.

3 Elijah Porter.

1 " 75.00, William Lee, fifer.

1 " 75 90, Elezer Porter.

1 " 75.90, Deliver. Adams.

1 " C0.90, Timothy Decker.

4 " 7.90, Levi X Hamlin's mark.

4 " 8.90, Elislut Webster.

1 " 60.90, Stephen Chapman.

1 John X Oakly'B mark.

3 C. Dunham, Jr.

1 Ebenezer Park.

3 Samuel Hotclikiss.

1 " G0.90, Ephraim Dayton.

1 " 00.90. Amos liarns.

2 " 60.90, Shaw.

4 " 60.90, Joseph Hills.

1 " 60.90, Benjamin Potts.

1 " fiO.90, David Hyden.

1 " 60.90, Ebenezer Park.

2 Abel X Scipio's mark.

* Contributed by A. B. Hull.

$1 and 60.90, Thomas Swift.

1 " 60.90, Luther Atkins."

" Received of Samuel Richards, paymaster of Col. Wyllis' regiment,

the sums respectively annexed to our names in part of November pay

do.

" Witness our hands. Camp Readikg, Jan. 15, 1779:

d.

18 Q

Q •TogI Smitli SGV'Gimt.

17 TliGodiir Andrews.

g Q St tpliori OliSijiiTiiAii.

g Q C'litiriGS ^Vuodruff.

g g

g c GGOi'gG Wiilton,

g Q Amos Bai nes.

g Q (JOSGpil xllll.

8 6 Benj. Parker.

8 6 Aaron X Moore's mark.

20 6 Daniel Moosuck.

26 6 Prince X Denison's mark.

8 6 David Hayden. •

18 6 Joseph Teal.

8 6 Levi X Hamlin's mark.

14 6 Samiiel Hotchkiss.

8 6 Daniel Hitchcock.

20 G John X Adam's mark.

8 6 Elijah Porter, drummer.

17 Elisha Webster.

8 6 Luther Atkins."

" Reading, April 2, 1779.

" Received of Samuel Richards, paymaster to Col. Wyllis' regiment,

by the hands of Sergt. Phelps, in State clothing, tlie sums respectively

annexed to our names, to be deducted from the payment of January and

February, 1779, as witness our hands:

1 pair shoes, 88. 6c;,, David Smith, Corporal.

1 pair breeches, 20s., Lyman Clark.

1 pair stockings, (id., Joseph Hills.

1 pair overalls, 15s,, Joseph Teal.

1 pair shoes, 8s. 6d., John Adams.

1 pair stockings, Cs., Homer Phelps."

" Camp Reading, May 8, 1779.

" Received of Lieut. Richards, paymaster to Col. Wyllys' regiment, in

States clothing, tlie sums respectively annexed to our names, to be de-

ducted out of our next pay.

" Witness our hands:

Overalls, 10s., Tliomas G. Moore, Sergeant.

Overalls, 10s., Homer Philps, Sergeant.

Overalls, 10s., and frock, 10s., Joel Smith, Sergeant.

Overalls, 10s., David Smith, Corporal.

Oveialls, 10s,, Charles Woodruff, Corporal.

Overalls, 10s., William Lee, fifer.

Overalls and frock, 25s., Nicholas Winter.

Overalls, 10s., Stephen Chapman.

Overalls and frock, 20s., David Hyden.

Overalls and frock, 20s,, Thon>as Twist.

Overalls and frock, 20s., Elisha Webster.

Overalls, 10s., Timothy Culver.

Overalls, 10s., Ephraim Taylor.

Frock, 10s,, Joseph Teal."

" Reading, April 25, 1779.

" Received of Lieut. Richards, paymaster, in State shoes, the sums re-

spectively annexed to our names, to be deducted from the mouths of

January and February pay. Witness our hands:

s. d.

1 pair shoes, 8 6 Luther Atkins.

1 " 8 6 Elijah Porter.

1 " 8 6 Solomon Root.

1 " 8 6 George Waller.

1 " 8 6 Joseph Hill.

1 " 8 6 Sergeant Phelps.

1 " 8 6 Sergeant G. Morrd.

1 " 8 6 Joel Smith, Sergeant.

1 " 8 6 Liverpool Wadsworth.

1 " S 6 Benjamin Parker."
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" Beadino, April 22, 1770.

" Received of Lie\it. Richards, paymaster, in fitato overalls at lOo. per

pair, and breeches at 18«. per pair, the sums respcctivc'ly annexed to our

names, to bo deducted out of our next pay.

Witness our hands

:

1 pair breeches, 188., Liverpool Wadsworth.

1 pair overalls, 15«., Elicnc/.er Drake.

1 pair overalls, l.'iw., Klislia Webster.

1 pair overalls, 15^., Timothy Culver.

1 pair breeches, 18s., David Smith, Corporal."

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONERS.

William Lynes was a native of Eedding ; when a

boy was bound out at Roxbury, Conn., to learn the

trade of a blacksmith. A journeyman in the shop in-

duced him to run away and go to Canada, where he

was promised large wages at peeling bark. The Brit-

ish had press-gangs out, and he was pressed into the

service. He was at sea about five years without being

allowed to go on shore for fear he would run away.

He refused all inducements given to enlist in the ser-

vice. He was fourteen years in the British navy, and

Avas stationed at St. Helena about seven years; was

there when Bonaparte died, and shod his horses. The
emperor, learning that he was an American, took fre-

quent opportunities to talk with him about this coun-

try. Mr. Lynes was in the merchant service about

fourteen years. He was for a number of years a

charge to the town of Eedding, and died on Gallows

Hill, in Redding.

Bernhard—or, as he was commonly called, " Uncle

Barney"—Keeler was a Hessian, and left the British

army when Governor Tryon marched through Red-

ding to Danbury. He married and settled at Red-

ding. He had been a gardener to a nobleman in his

country. He often used to boast that King George

would have to pay his sovereign for him, for King
George had to pay a certain sum to the ruler of Hesse

for all the soldiers who did not return.

On the leaf of an old account-book kef»t in Read-

ing in 1815-16 is a charge made by the selectmen

against the State for boarding Eunice Warrups, as

follows

:

"To paid Lewis Deane for boarding her from 1st Nov. 1815, to ICth

.Tany, 1816. being 11 wks, 81.25, 13.75."

There is on another leaf the following :

"Eunice Warrups, an Indian woman, was born in this town; is up-

wards of seventy years old ; has been absent fifty years; came from New
Milford, she says, 1st tlay of Nov.; came to this town; was warned to

depart."

BOSTON SCHOOL DISTRICT.*

In the early part of the present century Boston

School District was an important part of Redding.

It was on the main road, the great thoroughfare be-

tween Danbury and Norwalk, over which most of the

travel and traffic between the two places passed, fn

those days tlie old Danbury turnpike was a road of

consequence. It was nothing unusual for half a dozen

heavily-loaded wagons to be seen at a time passing

over it. A daily stage was run to convey passen-

* By A. B. Hull.

gers to Norwalk, who went to and returned from New
York by way of sloop, and afterwards Ijv Bt<;aniboat.

The old lumbering stage-coach, with its four, and fre-

quent six, horses, and good-natured, acconii/iodating

driver, has been superseded l>y the steam-cars and the

equally good-natured conducttjr; and the sound </f the

stage-horn, which, when blown by the strong-lungcl

driver, reverberated over the liill and through the

valleys, has given way to the shriek of the steam-

whistle, while rapid transit has made the old-fashioned

taverns by the roadside no longer a necessity. The
old turnpike-gates have also been set aside by modern

innovation.

At the Corners, in Boston, was located the earliest

post-office in town. There was an extensive hat-

factory conducted l^y Billy Comstfjck, afterwards by

his son Andrew, who was succeeded by the Sheltfjn

Brothers, N. H. Lindley, and others. In addition to

the various trades necessary to a country hamlet was

a ring cider-mill, owned by Daniel Mallory, where

the farmers occupied a liberal portion of the time in

autumn grinding their apples into cider, and storing

their cellars with it. He also owned a distillery,

where some of this cider was converted into whisky.

There was a store where large quantities of goods

were disposed of, and a hotel where in after-years the

stage-horses were kept for relays. " Breakneck Hill,"

a mile above this tavern, was the dread of teamsters,

who frequently had to be helped over it by the neigh-

boring farmers. Subsequently a road was constructed

farther west to avoid " Breakneck." By the liberality

of S. Smith Gray, this formidable elevation was

made quite passable by being cut down at the top and

filled at the bottom, so that it is no longer a terror to

the traveler.

In this district Joel Barlow, the jioet and statesman,

was born ; here he attended the common school, re-

ceived the rudiments of his education, and laid the,

foundation of his knowledge, which afterwards made
him famous. Elias Bennett, the veteran post-rider,

resided in this district, and for a period of thirty-

three years, in whatever state of the weather, made
weekly trips to Bridgeport and delivered the news-

papers to his patrons. Here also resided Jack Free-

man, an aged colored man, better known as " Gov-

ernor,"—a title which he received from the fact of

his being the acknowledged governor of the colored

inhabitants of the State. He every summer, on the

recurrence of Saint Cuflee's day, called out his sub-

jects for inspection and review. Jack had been a

slave, and was manumitted by the laws of the State

when the act took effect.

In those days'the merchants exchanged their goods

for grain, flax, butter, eggs, and other produce, and
teams were constantly on the road conveying this

produce to Norwalk and other seaport-towns and
returning with merchandise. Among those engtiged

in the business between Boston District and the sea-

board was Jack Sturgcs, an old colored man. He, on
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his way from Norvvalk on that day, fell asleep in the

cart, and his team, which consisted of a yoke of oxen

and one of steers, stopped at the foot of "Steej) Pitch,"

in the woods just below Georgetown. Some waggish

persons, happening along, unhitched the steers, drove

theni into the woods, and secreted themselves under

the cart. A few well-directed thrusts from a sharp

stick soon awakened Jack, who raised himself up,

and, seeing the steers gone, thus soliloquized :
" Am I

Jack, or am I not Jack ? If I'm Jack, I've lost a

pair of steers ; and if I'm not Jack, I've found a pair

of oxen and a cart."

Many stories are told of Hiram Barnes, the old

stage-proprietor of Danbury, and an inveterate joker.

It was not uncommon, in the hot days of summer,

for the stage-horses to become exhausted, and some-

times they died in the harness. On a certain occasion

one of the horses fell, and was removed to the road-

side, where he soon died. The driver j^roceeded to

Danbury with three horses. Barnes inquired about

the missing horse, and was told that he fell in the

harness and died. " You fool," said Barnes ;
" why

did you stop? Why didn't you keej) him going?

He would have came through all right if you hadn't

stopped."

During the time the horses were changed here an

acquaintance of Barnes from Danbury, who was re-

turning from his wedding-tour with his wife in a car-

riage, stopped at the tavern. Barnes soon got into an

animated conversation with him about the speed of

their horses. After driving about for some time

Barnes offered to bet that he could drive to Danbury
the quickest. The gentleman had become oblivious

to everything but horse-racing, and at once fell in

with the jjroposition. After going about two-thirds

of the distance Barnes said to him, "Didn't you have

a woman with you when you was at the tavern?"
—" 0 Lord, yes," said the gentleman, and immediately

drove back for the lady.

At one time a sleighing-party stopi^ed at the tavern

and called for refreshments, which consisted in part

of cider and doughnuts, for which the landlord made
repeated visits to the cellar, and on each return put

down the amount on a sheet of paper, which for con-

venience he put into a Bible near at hand. When
about to leave the party called for the bill, and, on

seeing the amount, were dissatisfied, and declared

they would not pay it. An appeal was made to

Barnes. " Pay it, boys," said he. " Don't you see

it's in the Bible? and it must be true." The bill was

paid without further dispute.

CHAPTER LIX..

HEDDING (Continued).

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.*

The Congregational Cliurcli— Chiist Cliurch— Methodist Episcopal

Church—Methodist Episcopal Cluirch of Long Ridge—BaiJtist Church,

Georgetown—The Congregational Church, Georgetown.

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.
" The Congregational Church was the first religious

body organized in the town. As early as August,

1729, but three months after they had wrung a reluc-

tant consent from the mother-town to assume parish

privileges, we find them providing for the settlement

of a minister among them in the following manner

:

'" At a Society Meeting held in tlie Society of Redding, Deacon George

Hull cliosen Moderator, It was voited that sM Society would give for

the settlement of a minister in s'd society tlie sum of seventy pounds,

and a Iiouse, and his wood, and hriug it up, and the next year eighty

pounds, and raise five pounds a year till it comes to one liundred pounds

a year. It was voted, tliat Edmond Luis, esquire, sliall decide the matter

as to seting the meeting lions, it was voited tliat s'd Mr. Luis should

come the first week in Octoher to decide the matter afores'd.'

" No minister was settled, however, until 1733 ; the

first church edifice was erected early in 1732. It

stood a few yards west of the present Methodist

church, and nearly in the centre of the public square

or common.t It was two stories high, lathed and

plastered, and furnished with galleries, and windows
of imported glass. All that is to be found in the

church records concerning the building is contained

in the following extracts

:

"'November 12th, 17:!0. It was Voted, That we will build a meting-

honse in said society for the worsliip of God in the Presbyterian way.

Voted, That the meting-hous shall be tliirty feet long, twenty-eigh't feet

wide, and two stories liigh. Voted, Tliat Lemuel Sanford, Tliomas Wil-

liams, and Daniel Lion, (be) chosen committee for (building) s'd meting-

hous.'

" 'Feb. 2Sd, 1730-31. You that are of the minds that all those persons

that do, or lieieafter may inhabit in tliis parisli, wliicli profess tlieniselfs

to be of tlie Church of England, shall have free liberty to come into this

meting-hous that is now in building, and attend the I'ubliclc worship of

God there, according to tlie articles of faith agreed upon by the assembly

of Divines at Seabrook, and established by the laws of this Government,

and be seated in s'd hous according to their estats.

"' November 3d, 1732. Stephen Burr hath undertaken to cart stones

and clay for tlie underpinning the meting lions for lib. lOs, OOd. Daniel

Lion hath undertaken to underpin the meeting hous and tend himself

for 2 lbs. 4s. Od. Daniel Lion hath undertaken to get the lath and lay

them on for 3Ib.0s.0d. Stephen Burr and Theophilus Hull are chosen

committee to take care of the iiarsonage' (probably to secure a parsonage

for the expected preacher, as it is not likely that one was then built).

" It was as yet, however, a church without a pastor.

Mr. Elisha Kent had been called in October, 1730,

but had declined, as we infer from the silence of the

records on the subject. A society-meeting held May
8, 1732, extended a similar call to the Eev. Timothy

]^ix, and deputed Deacon George Hull ' to go to the

Association at Stamford to ask advice concerning the

settlement of Mr. Mix ;' but this call, as in the case

* The foUow ing history of the churches was compiled by Mr. Charles

Burr Todd, and published in his " History of Redding," issued in 1880.

t The corner-stone of the old church may still be seen on the common,

a little south of a line drawn from Deacon Abbott's to the store lately

occupied by Mr. Mandcville.
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of Mr. Kent, seems to liave been declined. At length

ii unanimous call was made to the liev. Nathaniel

Hunn, as follows :

"
' Jan. 31 , 17.'!2-33. At a society meeting lield in tlie pariHh (of) Head-

ing, George Hull cliosen Moderator for hM meting, Mr. Niitliiinicl Iliinn

l>y a vuit nemiite coufrudkciiU- was made elioiH of for the minister of hM

parish, furthermore it was voited at hM nu-ting to settle upon the s'd Mr.

llunn's yearly eallery as followetli, that in, for tlio flrstyear of his ad-

ministration, seventy pounds current money or bills of Public Credit in

New England, the second year, seventy-five pounds, for the third year,

eighty pounds, for the fourth year, eighty-five pounds, the fifth year,

ninety jjounds, the sixth year, ninety-five pounds, the seventh year, a

hundred pounds, all in currant money as aforesM, .and so on a hundred

pounds a year during the term of his continuance in tlie mini.stiy iti s'd

parish, and also to give the s'd Mr. llunn the whole and sule jirivilogo

of all the parsonage land belonging to s'll parish, and to provide him his

firewood, during the term aboves'd, also to find him a convenient dwell-

ing-hous for the first five years, also to give the s'd Mr. Ilunn, a hundred

acres of land on or before the day of his ordination.'

" Feb. 20, 1732-33, ' it was voted that the ordina-

tion of Mr. Hunn shall be on the 21st day of March
next,' and John Read and George Hull were chosen

a committee ' to represent the parish concerning the

ordination of Mr. Hunn.'

"The Rev. Sidney G. Law, in his Centennial Ser-

mon, delivered at Redding, July 6, 1876, thus speaks

of Mr. Hunn's pastorate

:

"
' His first record is very brief for so important a matter,—viz., " March

21st, 1733, 1 was sejiarated to the work of the ministry by prayer and

fasting, and the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery." Tlie next

record gives the choice of deacons, viz. :
" At a church meeting, March

29, 1733, we made choice of Stephen Burr for a deacon, and some time

after we chose Theo. Hall to the same service. . .
." The next records

relate to the adoption of Tate and Brady's version of the Psalms, first for

one month, and then for the indefinite future.

"'The first members of the church enumerated by Mr. Hunn were as

follows: Col. John Kead and wife, Tlieoiihilus Hull and wife, George
Hull and wife, Peter Burr and wife, Daniel Lion and wife, Daniel Brad-

ley and wife, Stephen Burr and wife, Ebenezer Hull and wife, John
GritTen, Nathaniel Sanford, Thoniiis Fairchild, Lenuiel Sanford, Benjamin
Lion and wife, Mary wife of Richard Lion, Isaac Hull, Esther wife of

Thomas Williams, Esther wife of Benjamin Hamilton. Thus it appears

that the church was organized with twenty-six members, including the
two deacons, about the time that Mr. Hunn was ordained,—viz. the 21st

of March, 1733.

"
' Mr. Hunn married Ruth, a sister of Col. Read.* He was pastor of

the church sixteen years. During this time he received about ninety-

two members into the church, the most of them by letter of recommen-
dation from neighboring churches. He performed thirty-five marriages
and one hundred and ninety-two baptisms. Ho died while on a journey,
and was buried in Boston in 17-19. His widow. Until Hunn, died iu 17GG

and was buried near her brother. Col. John Read, iu the cemetery west
of the parsonage.'

" Mr. Hunn's administration seems to have been a

happy and prosperous one, and few events of im-
portance occurred during its continuance.

" In 1738 it was voted ' to finish glassing the meting
hous, and to finish seating the meting hous as is be-

gun, and do something to the pulpit.' In 1739,
' Voted, That Sergt. Joseph Lee shall get Mr. Hun's
wood, and have seven pounds for it.' ' Voted, That
the place for putting up warnings for society meet-

* She was a daughter of the Hon. John Read, who settled at Lonetown
in 1714. Both Mr. Law and Mr. Barber are in error in supposing that
the original John Read lived and died in Redding. Ho removed to Bos-
ton in 1722, and his son John succeeded to his title and to tlie manor at
Lonetown. The latter is the one mentioned in these records

39

ingH be cdiangetl from TJmpawaug U) the mill door.'

In 1740, 'Voted, To rectifie the meting houH in tiic

following artich's,—viz., to put in new gla.s.s where it

is wanting, and to mend the old. To lay sonie beams

in the gallery and double floor. To fanten the met-

ing hous doors ; to make stairs up the gallery ; to put

a rail on the foresidt^ of the gallery,' and ' that the

place for parish meeting shall be at the school liou.se,

by the meting hous for the future.' In 1741, ' Voted,

To seat the meting hous in the lower part with plain

strong seats.' In 1742, ' Voted, To impower the parish

committee to agree with a person to beat the drum a.s

a signal to call the people together on the sabbath.'

Again Feb. 15, 1743^4, it was ' Voted, That the

timber and boards provided for seating the meeting-

house shall be improved to that end for the use of the

Parish.'

" Mr. Hurin died in the summer or fall of 1749,

and for the four following years the church was

without a pastor. A call was extended to Mr. Solo-

mon Mead in March, 1751, without success, and in

November of the same year to the Rev. Izrahiah

Wetmore, with a like result. The interim was im-

proved by the people, however, in building a new
church, which stood nearly on the site of the present

edifice.

" It was probably completed and ready for use early

in the summer of 1752, as on the 22d of .lune of that

year a call was extended to the Rev. Mr. Tammage to

be their preacher, and the old meeting-house was

sold to Jehu Burr for thirty-four pounds. The copy

is from the records of a society -meeting held at

Widow Sanford's, June 23, 1763 :

" ' Put to vote whether the mcoting-house of s'd society shall be seated

in ye form following viz. a com'te being appointed to Dignify ye pews

and other seats in s'd Meeting House tlie Respective members of s'd so-

ciety shall sit iu s'd pews and seats according to their Rank and Degree

to be computed by their several lists and age. viz. upon yc two last years

lists, and to allow three pound per year to be added to a penson's List for

his advancement in a seat, aiul all at ye dis^-resioii of s'd eoni'te who shall

be appointed to Dignify s'd pews and seats, and to inspect the Respec-

tive lists and ages of s'd menibeis.'

" The committee appointed was Joseph Sanford,

Ebenezer Couch, and Stephen Burr
;

but, Messrs.

Sanford and Burr declining to act, Ephraim Jackson

and Joseph Banks were chosen in their place. This

committee was unable to settle the question satisfac-

torily, and a meeting was held Aug. 1 1, 1763, at which

the following action was taken

:

"'It was put to vote whether the Dignity of ye pews and seats in

ye meeting-house should be in the following manner viz. ye i>ew a>ljoiu-

ing yc pulpit staiis fii-st in Dignity: ye Pew ailjuiuing the giait dwrs,

west side, second in dignity; the fore scat tliiixi iu Dignity, the &i'Ot>ml

pew w est of ye pulpit, fourth, the second seat, fifth : the sec.uul |H'\v

north from the west door sixth: the fifih pew iioith of yc we>f door,

seventh : the third ]iew north of the west door, eighth : the second jh'W

west of ye grait dooi"s, ninth ; the first pew south tif yc west dtwr,

tenth : the third seat, eleventh : the seooiul pew south of the west

door, twelfth : the fourth seat, thii teenth : the front sent in yc pillcry,

fourteentli: the fore seat on yc side of the gallery, fittcenth : the i>ews

and seats upon ye east end of ye meeting-house of Equal Dignity with

those upon the west side iu the same manner .ind orvlcr ;»s they arc

above luoutioucd. Passed in the negative.'
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"Three months later another meeting was called,

and adopted the following plan :

"
' Tlie respective members of the society sliall sit in ye pews and seats

of tlie meeting lioxise of sM society according to their I'ank or degree,

to he computed by tlieir respective lists and ages, viz. upon tl»e lists

given in upon the years 1751 and 1701 and 17(i2, and to allow three

pounds per year to be added to a person's list for his advancement in

a seat or pew the Respective lists and ages of s'd members are to be

inspected, also to give the committee chosen at this meeting power to

seat those that are new comers, and have not ... in s'd society, to seat

them at said committee's discresion.

"
' Likewise to seat ye Widows in s'd Society at the best of ye Commit-

tee's judgment, which method of seating s'd meeting house shall con-

tinue until s'd Society at their meeting shall order otiierwise.

"'Also voted, Tliat s'd com'te shall seat those women whose husbands

belong to the Church of England at their discresiou.'

"The Eev. Nathaniel Bartlett, the second pastor of

the church, was ordained May 23, 1753, tlie next year

after the church was built.

" Mr. Bartlett came to Redding when a young man,

and continued pastor of the church for fifty-seven

years. In the War of Independence Mr. Bartlett's

sympathies were entirely with the patriot cause ; two

of his sons entered the army, munitions of war w^ere

stored in his house, and he himself frequently offici-

ated as chaplain during the encampment of Putnam's

division in the town in the winter of 1779. Mr. Bart-

lett died Jan. 11, 1810, and was buried in the old

cemetery west of the church. The inscription upon

his tombstone reads as follows

:

'"The Rev. Nathaniel Bartlett.
"

' Jjied Jiinuarij 11, 1810, aged 83 years.

"'I am the resurrection and the life ; he that believeth in me, though

he were dead, yet sliall he live.

—

Jesus Chkist.'

" During the entire period of Mr. Bartlett's minis-

try we have in the church records but one entry of

imijortance, and that is of interest as marking the

organization of the Episcopal Society in the town.

This entry is as follows

:

" ' To Seth S. Smith of Redding, in Fairfield Co. Greeting, W^hereas by

law the Episcopal Church in said Redding is become a distinct society

whereby the nittnibers of the Presbyterian church in said Redding have

become the first society in said town. Tliese are therefore by authority

of the State of Connecticut to command you to warn and give notice to

all the members of said first society, and all others who by law are

obliged to contribute towards the support, and the worship, and the min-

istry with the same, to meet at the meeting-house in said Redding on

Monday the 20th of December at 12 in order to choose a moderator and

necessary officers.

"
' Redbino, December 14, 1785.'

" The Eev. Jonathan Bartlett, third minister of the

church, was ordained as colleague with his father.

Rev. Nathaniel Bartlett, in 1796. The first of the

church records in his handwriting is as follows

:

" ' ITeh. 3, 170G. I was separated to the work of the ministry and or-

dained iis colleague with my father Nathaniel Bartlett over the Congre-

gational Clmrch in Redding in Gospel order and form. The ministers

who performed the work were as follows, viz ,—the Rev. Israhiel Wet-

more chosen Moderator, Robert Ross made the ordaining prayer, Elisha

Rexford made the introductoiy prayer, David Ely preached the sermon.

Imposition of hands by N. Bartlett, R. Ross, and Rexford. John Ely

gave the right hand of fellowship, Samuel W. Stebbius made the con-

cluding prayer.'

" Rev. Daniel Crocker, of Bedford, N. Y., was

called in August, 1809, as colleague with Rev. Na-

thaniel Bartlett. He was a good man and a success-

ful pastor, and served the church fifteen years, being

dismissed in 1824. The Rev. Charles De Witt Tap-

pen was called, but not settled. The next pastor

chosen was Mr. William C. Kniffen, in 1825 ; he was
dismissed' in 1828. The Rev. Burr Baldwin was next

called, but not settled. The next pastor was the Rev.

William L. Strong, formerly pastor at Somers, Tol-

land Co., Conn. ; he was installed June 23, 1830, and
dismissed Feb. 26, 1835. In September, 1835, follow-

ing Mr. Strong's dismissal, a subscription was com-

menced for the erection of the present church edifice,

which was built in 1836. The expense was not to ex-

ceed two thousand five hundred dollars, with the old

meeting-house. In December of the same year a

unanimous call was extended to the Rev. David C.

Comstock, but was not accepted at that time. In

March, 1837, Rev. Daniel E. Manton was called, but

not settled. In June of the same year the Rev. Jere-

miah Miller was called, and was installed July 12,

1837 ; Mr. Miller was dismissed in 1839. In the fol-

lowing year, 1840, Mr. David C. Comstock was or-

dained and installed pastor of the church ; he was

dismissed in 1845. After him Daniel D. Frost, after

preaching as stated supply for eighteen months, was
ordained Dec. 30, 1845 ; he continued pastor ten

years, being dismissed Oct. 13, 1856. In 1857 the

pulpit was supplied by the Rev. Mr. Root. In 1858

the Rev. Enoch S. Huntington supplied the pulpit

one year ; he presented the communion-service to the

church, for which he received its thanks. In 1859

the church was remodeled and painted, receiving the

beautiful fresco which still adorns it. In 1860, Rev.

W. D. Herrick became iiastor, and so continued until

1864. After him Rev. E. B. Huntington, and also

Rev. Mr. Barnum, preached for a short time. Rev. S.

F. Farmer supplied in 1865. Rev. K. B. Glidden was
installed Sept. 12, 1866

;
resigned December, 1868.

In 1869 the Rev. Charles Chamberlain became acting

pastor. He resigned in September, 1871.

" Rev. Sidney G. Law, acting pastor, June 1, 1872,

and after a prosperous ministry of six years resigned

in 1878.

" Rev. W. J. Jennings, the present pastor, was in-

stalled Dec. 17, 1879.

" The complete list of those who have served it as

pastors, with the date of their ordination and dis-

missal, is as folloAvs : Nathaniel Hunn, settled March

21, 1733, died 1749; Nathaniel Bartlett, settled May
23, 1753, died Jan. 11, 1810 ; Jonathan Bartlett, set-

tled Feb. 3, 1796, dismissed June 7, 1809, died March

22, 1858; Daniel Crocker, settled Oct. 4, 1809, dis-

missed Oct. 24, 1824; William C. Kniffen, settled

June 8, 1825, dismissed Dec. 17, 1828; William L.

Strong, settled June 23, 1830, dismissed Feb. 26, 1835

;

Jeremiah Miller, settled July 12, 1837, dismissed July

23, 1839 ; David C. Comstock, settled March 4, 1840,

dismissed April 8, 1845 ; Daniel D. Frost, settled Dec.

30, 1846, dismissed Oct. 15, 1856 ; Enoch S. Hunting-
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ton, settled 18r)8, dismiHscd 1859 ; W. T). Jlerriek, set-

tled 18G0, dismissed 1864 ; K. B. Glidden, settled Hept.

12, 1866, dismissed December, 1868 ; Charles Cham-

berlain, settled 1869, dismissed September, 1871 ; Sid-

ney G. Law, settled June 1, 1872, dismissed June 1,

1878.

"Deacons: Stephen Burr, appointed 17.38; Tlie-

ophilus Hull, appointed 1738; Lemuel San lord, ap-

pointed 1740; Daniel Mallory, ai^pointed 1740; Jo-

seph Banks, appointed 1776 ; Simon Couch, appointed

1776 ; Lemuel Sanford, appointed 1785
;

Stephen

Betts, appointed 1785 ; Lemuel Sanford, appointed

1808 ; Aaron Read, appointed 1808 ; Joel Foster,

appointed 1820; Lemuel lluwley, appointed 1832;

Samuel Read, appointed 1832; Charles D. Smith,

appointed 1854 ; Rufus Meade, appointed 1854

;

Thaddeus M. Abbott, appointed 1854.

"The present membership of the church is 119,

—

males, 40; females, 79."

CHRIST CHURCH.®
" The present town of Redding is one of the few

places in the old colony of Connecticut where the

Episcopal ministry is entitled to the distinction of

having been first on the ground, laying foundations

and not building upon those already laid. The Church

of England was not planted in New England without

strenuous and bitter opposition from the Puritans,

who were first in the field. By old English law, in-

deed, that church was established in all the planta-

tions
;
yet it is manifest from the records of the

colonial legislation of the charter government of Con-

necticut that i^reviously to 1727 the church of Avhich

the king was a member was not recognized as having

a right to exist. Congregationalism was the estab-

lished religion, 'in opposition to which there could

be no ministry or church administration entertained

or attended by the inhabitants of any town or planta-

tion, upon penalty of fifty pounds for every breach of

this act;' and every person in the colony was obliged

to pay taxes for the support of this establishment.

" In this uncongenial soil the Anglican Church of

Connecticut was planted,—strange to say, not by for-

eign-born missionaries, but by seceders from the min-

istry of the Congregationalists. The pioneers in this

movement were Timothy Cutler, rector of Yale Col-

lege ; Daniel Brown, tutor ; James Wetmore, of North
Haven ; and Samuel Johnson, of West Haven, a

former tutor in the college. These gentlemen, after

a professedly careful and prayerful examination of

the subject of church order, discipline, and worship,

which resulted in a conviction that the English

Church followed most closely the teaching of the

Scriptures and the practice of the church of the first

ages, sent to the trustees of the college a formal state-

ment of their views and declared for Episcopacy,—to

the no small surprise and consternation of their col-

* Cuntributed to Todd's history by Eev. Alanson Welton.

leagues in the college and church. The four went

to England for episcojjal ordination, wlierc ]5rowii

died. The three survivors returned in 1722, as mis-

sionaries of the 'Society for the Propagation of tiie

Gospel in Foreign Parts,' Johnson only being sent to

Connecticut. The ante-Revolutionary history of the

church at Redding liidge is mostly to be found In tlie

archives of this society, as publislicd in the 'Docu-

mentary History of the Protestant Episcopal Church

in Connecticut,' and the Rev. Dr. Bcardsley's ' His-

tory of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut,' from

which sources, mainly, this sketch has been compiled.

" A letter was addressed to the secretary of the S.

P. G., dated Oct. 19, 1722, signed by John Glover and

twelve other heads of families in Newtown, Thoma.s

Wheeler, of Woodbury, and Moses Knapp, of Ciiest-

nut Ridge, thanking the society for the services of

the Rev. George Pigot, missionary at Stratford, and

earnestly soliciting the appointment of a missionary

for themselves at Newtown.
" The next year, 1723, Mr. Pigot was transferred to

Newport, R. I., and the Rev. Samuel Johnson, hi.s

successor at Stratford, ' accepted all his missionary

duties in Connecticut.'

" In 1727 the Rev. Hcniy Caner [pronounce Gun-

ner] was sent to Fairfield, of which town Chestnut

Ridge was a part. After having named in his report

the several villages or hamlets in the vicinity of his

station, he says, ' Bejiides these, there is a village

northward from Fairfield about eighteen miles, con-

taining near twenty families, where there is no min-

ister at all, of any denomination whatsoever ; the

name of it is Chestnut Ridge, and where I usually

preach or lecture once in three weeks.' In 1728 he

says there are four villages ' about Fairfield,'—Green

Farms, Greenfield, Poquannuck, and Chestnut Ridge,

three of them about four miles distant, the last about

sixteen. The same year the name of Moses Knapp
appears as a vestryman of the church at Fairfield.

" In 1729, ' Moses Knap, Nathan Lion, and Daniel

Crofoot' objected, in a meeting of the [Presbyterian]

' Society of Redding' ' against' the ' hiering' any other

than a minister of the Church of England. These

three names appear again in the list of Mr. Beach's

parishioners in 1738. The Rev. Dr. Burhams [ Church-

man's Magazine, 1823] says, ' The first churchman in

Reading was a Mr. Richard Lyon, from Ireland, who

died as early as 1735.' He also says, on the authority

of ' an aged member of the Church in Reading,' that

'Messrs. [Richard?] Lyon, [Stephen] Morehou.^e,

[Moses] Knapp, [Joshua] Hall, [William] Hill,

[Daniel] Crofoot, and [Lieut. Samuel | Fairchild ap-

pear to have composed the first Church in Reading."

Nathan Lyon died in 1757, in the fifty-fourth year of

his age. Mr. Caner reported in 1728 seven families

at Chestnut Ridge, the number reminding us of the

'House of "Wisdom' with its 'Seven Pillai-s,' as the

first Puritan organization at New Haven was named.

"Mr. Caner was succeeded at Chestnut Ridge,
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in 1732, by the Rev. John Beach, a pupil of John-

son in Yale College, and afterwards Presbyterian

minister at Newtown for several years. As Mr.

Beach M'as a resident of East Redding for about

twenty years, and pastor of this church full half a

century, his history is substantially that of the parish,

or mission, over which he presided. His pastorate

was the longest of all the ante-Revolutionary clergy.

He was born in Stratford, Oct. 6, 1700
;
graduated

from Yale at the age of twenty-one, and licensed to

preach soon afterwards. He is said to have been

selected for the Presbyterian pastorate at Newtown
as a ' popular and insinuating young man,' well fitted

to check the growth of Episcopacy, which was there

thriving under the ministry of Caner and Johnson.

Many churchmen must have 'joined in settling him
with Presbyterian ordination,' for in 1722 they claimed

to be a majority of the population, whereas, for some

time after his ' settlement,' Mr. Johnson ministered

to only about five families. ' From these visits . . .

frequent and earnest discussions resulted between the

two teachers, the influence of which was soon evident

to Mr. Beach's congregation.' After two or three

years of patient study and meditation he alarmed his

congregation by his frequent use of the Lord's Prayer,

and still more by reading whole chapters from the

Word of God. Next he ventured to condemn a cus-

tom, common in their meetings, of rising and bowing

to the minister as he came in among them, and in-

stead of which he begged them to kneel down and

worship God. At length (in January, 1731), 'after

he had been a preacher more than eight years, he

told them from the pulpit that " from a serious and

prayerful examination of the Scriptures, and of the

records of the early ages of the church, and from the

universal acknowledgment of Episcopal government

for fifteen hundred years, compared with the recent

establishment of Presbyterian and Congregational

discipline," he was fully persuaded of the invalidity

of his ordination, and of the unscriptural method of

organizing and governing congregations as by them

practiced. He therefore, " In the face of Almighty

God," had made up his mind to ' conform to the

Church of England, as being apostolical in her minis-

try and discipline, orthodox in her doctrine, and

primitive in her worship.' He affectionately ex-

horted them to weigh the subject well, engaged to

provide for the due administration of the sacraments

while absent from them, and spoke of his intended

return from England in holy orders. So greatly was

he beloved that a large proportion of his people

seemed ready to acquiesce in his determination. But

the others, in evident alarm and consternation at this

' threatened defection from their ranks,' held a town-

meeting ' to consult' as to ' what was possible to be

done with the Rev. Mr. John Beach, under present

difiiculties ;' ' voted to have a (day of) solemn fasting

and prayer ; ... to call in the Ecclesiastical Council

of Fairfield to direct and do what they shall think

proper, under the . . . difficult circumstances respect-

ing the Rev. Mr. Beach, and the inhabitants of the

town of Newtown ; also that the first Wednesday of

February (1732) be appointed for the fast.'

" The council met, and in spite of Mr. Beach's re-

monstrances proceeded to depose him from the min-

istry. ' From this resulted a printed discussion' be-

tween him and his deposers, which ultimately helped

rather than hindered the Church of England.
" Mr. Beach returned from England in Episcopal

orders, and took charge of the Newtown and Red-

ding mission in the autumn of 1732. From this pe-

riod his history and that of his mission may be more

accurately told in the language of his own letters to

the secretary of the S. P. G.

" ' Newtown in Connecticut, August 7th, 1735.

"'Keverend Sir: I think it my duty to acquaint the venerable

Society with tlie present state of my parish, although the alteration

since my last has not boon very considerable. I have baptized twentj'-

niiie children and admitted twenty-five persons more to the communion,

so tliat the number . . . now at Newtown, Reading, and the places ad-

jacent is ninety-five. I preach frequently and administer the Sacrament

at Bidgefield, . . . about eigliteen miles distant, . . . where there are

about fourteen or eighteen families of very serious and religious people

who have a just esteem of the Church of England, and are very desirous

to liave the opportunity of worsliiping God in that way. I have con-

stantly preached one Sunday at Newtown, and the other at Beading;

and after I have preaclied at Ueading in the day-time, I . . . preach at

Newtown in the evening ; and although I liave not that success I could

wisli for, yet I do, and hope I always shall, faithfully endeavor (as far

as my poor ability will allow) to promote tliat good work that the vener-

able Society sent and maintained for me. I am. Rev. Sir,

"
' Your most humble servant,

" • John Beach.'

" As a specimen of his manner of defending himself

against personal attacks we have the following from

a controversial pamphlet, in reply to John Dickinson,

of New Jersey, in 1736 :

"
' I have evened the scale of my judgment as much as possibly I

could, and to the best of my knowledge I have not allowed one grain of

worldly motive on eitlier side. I have supposed myself on the brink of

eternity, just going into the other world to give up my account to my
great Judge ; and must I be branded for an antichrist or heretic, or

apostate, because my judgment determines that the Cliurcli of England

is most agreeable to the Word of God? I can speak in the presence of

God, who knows my heart better than you do, tliat I would willingly

turn Dissenter again, if you or any man living will show me reason for

it. But it must be reason (whereby I exclude not the Word of God,

wliich is tlie highest rcasLvn), and not sopliistry and calumny, as you

have hitherto used, that will convince a lover of truth and riglit.'

" In 1739 he says,—

" ' I have one hundred and twenty-three communicants, but tliey live

so far distant from each other tliat commonly I can administer to no

more than about fifty at once, which occasions my administering it the

more frequently; and, though I meet with many discouragements, yet

I have tills satisfaction, tliat all my communicants (one or two excepted)

do adorn their profession by a sober, riglitcous, and godly life.'

" In 1743, some three years after Whitefield began

his famous ' revival of Puritanism,' Mr. Beach says,

—

"'My people are not at all shaken, but rather confirmed, in their

principles by tlie spirit of entliusiasm tliat rages among the Indepen-

dents roundabout us ; and many of the Dissenters, observing how stead-

fast our people are, . . . while those of their own denomination are

easily carried away with every kind of doctrine, have conceived a much

better opinion of our Church lhan they formerly had, and a considerable

number in this colony have lately conformed, and several churches are

now building where they have no minister. . . . Were there in this
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country but ono of the Episcopal order to whom young men might apply

for ordination witliout the expense and danger of a voyage to Kngland,

many of ourtowns miglit be supplieil wliiidi must now remain ilestitnte.*

My people are poor, and have but few negro Hlaves, but all they have, I

have, after instruction, baptized, and Bonio of them are conmiunicants.'

" In October of the same year he says,

—

" ' I beg the venerable Society's direction in an affair I am jnst now

perplexed with. There are about twenty families . . . at New Milford

and New Fairfield, which are about fifteen miles iionce. I i)reach to

them several times a year, but seldom on the Lord's day. They fre-

quently come to cliurch at Newtown; but, liy reason of the distance,

they can't attend constantly, and their families very seldom, ami when

they can't come to cliui-cli they meet together in thidr own town, and

one of their number reads some part of the common prayer and a ser-

mon. They arc now building a church. . . . But the Independents, to

suppress the design in its infancy. . . , have latel.v prosecuted and fined

them fur their meeting to worship God according to the common prayer.

. . . The case of these poor people is very hard ; if, on the Lord's day,

they continue at home, they must be punished ; if they meet to worship

God according to the Church of England in the best manner they can,

the mulct is much greater; and if they go to the Indepen<lent meeting,

. . . they must endure the mortification of hearing the Church vili-

fied.'

" After the death of the Rev. Joshua Honeyman,
missionary at Newport, II. I., in 1750, the church of

which he had the care petitioned the society that Mr.

Beach might be sent to them as their minister. The
petition was granted, but Mr. Beach felt constrained,

on account of feeble health, to decline the appoint-

ment, fearing, as he said, that 'the people might

complain that a worn-out man was imposed tipon

them.'

" The first church on Redding Ridge, wliich was

built in 1733 and was quite small, Avas in 1750 replaced

by another on the same site, fifty feet long and thirty-

six wide, surmounted by a turret, which in 1797 was

replaced by a steeple, in which was placed the first

bell. This church, according to the style of the pe-

riod, was furnished with square, high-backed pews,

with seats on their four sides ; so that some of their

occupants had to sit with their backs to the minister.

And though others doubtless besides Bisltop Jarvis

'could see no necessary connection between piety

and freezing,' there was no heating-apparatus in the

churches until considerably past the beginning of the

present century. ' Trinity church. New Haven, had

no means of being warmed until 1822, and none of

the rural churches were supplied with stoves until a

much later period.' Many persons in the rural dis-

tricts were in the habit of walking several miles,

barefooted, to church in summer, and probably did

not feel the lack of shoes a great privation. So com-

mon was it for men to go to church without their

coats that the first time Bishop Seabury preached in

New Haven a dissenting hearer reported that ' he

preached in his shirt-sleeves.' Often the family was

mounted, the parents witli a child in arms to be

christened, upon one horse, and the older children

upon another. Sometimes the whole fiimily were

clustered together upon the ox-cart or sled, and thus

they went up to the house of God.

* This letter is dated at " Reixdiug, in Now England," as all his pub-

lished reports are, between 1740 and 1760.

" In 1750, three year," after tlio breakin}.^ out of the

' Old French War,' Mr. Beacli, writing from ' Heading,

Connecticut, in N. England,' says,

—

"
' My parish is in a flourishing condition, in all rcupects, excepting

tliat we have lost some of our young men in the army; more, iiidiscd,

by sicltness than b.v the sword, for this countrymen ilo not bear a i;au;-

paign so well as Europeans.'

" Dr. JolinHon's j)layful remark to liis son, that

'Mr. Beach liad always these sec'ining inconsi.stencie«,

to be always dying, and yet relishing mundane thing.s,'

would seem to indicate that his friend was not really

so near death's door as he often imagined himself;

for example, in 17G1, when he says, 'My painful and

weak state of body admonishes me that, although this

may not be the last time of my writing, yet the last

cannot be far off;' and he had supposed hinrself a

' worn-out man' several years before.

" Writing from ' New-Town, Oct. 3, 17G4,' he re-

ports,

—

"
' My congregation at Reading has increased very little for s ime years

past, by reason that many who were wont to attend there, though living

at a distance of 0, 8, or 10 miles, have lately built [each] a small church

near them, where they can more conveniently meet; viz., at Danburj-,

liidgbury. North Fairfield, and North Stratford; which iias very

much retarded the growth of the congregation at Heading, w hich . . .

now consists of about 301) hearers at one time.'

Under date of April, 1765, he says,

—

"
' I am now engaged in a controversy with some of the Independent

Ministers about these absurd doctrines, the sum of which is contained

in a thesis published by New Haven College last September. . . . They

expressly deny that there is any law of Grace, which promises eternal

life upon the condition of fiiitli, repentance, and sincere obedience; and

assert .justification only by the law of innocence and sinless obedience.

Though my health is small, and my abilities less, I make it a rule never

to enter into any dispute with them unless they begin, yet now they have

made the assault, and advocate such monstrous errors as do subvert the

Gospel, I think myself obliged by my ordination vow to guard the people

as well as I can against sucli strange doctrines.'

" Again he writes in October of the same year, after

the publication of that precursor of Revolution, the

memorable ' Stamp Act' of 1765,

—

"
' My parishes continue much in the same condition as in my last. I

have of late, taken pains to warn my people against having any concern

with seditious tumults with relation to the stamp duty enjoined upon us

by the Legislature at home ; and I can with truth and plciisure say, that

I cannot discover the least inclination towards rebellious conduct in any

of the Church people.'

" A year later he says,

—

"
' For some time past I have not been witho\it fear of being abused by

a lawless set of men who stylo tliemSL'lves the Sons of Liberty, for no

other reason than that of endeavoring to cherish in my peojde a quiet

submission to the civil government. ... It is very remarkalde that iu

part of this Colony, in which many missions anil Church people abound,

there the people are vastly more peaceable and ready to render obetlience

to the Government of England ; but where there is no mission and few

or no Church people, the.v are continually caballing, and will spill the

last drop of blood rather than submit to the late Act of Parliament.'

"In 1767 he, says,

—

" ' It is some satisfaction to me to observe that iu this town [Newtown]

of late, in our elections, the Church peoiile make the major vote, which

is the . instance of this kind in this Colony, if not in all New Eng-

land.'

"Again in 1760,—
"

' There are in these two parishes about -400 souls, of whom a little

more than half profess the Church of Kngland. Here ai-e .iKuit fifl>

I negroes, most of whom after proper instruction have becu baptised. . , .
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Here are no heathens or infldels. I commonly baptize about 100 chil-

dren in one year, among tliem some black children. My actual commu-
nicants are 312. Here are no Papists or Deists.'

" 111 1771 he writes —
"

' In Reading, my hearers at once are about 300. There is a meeting

of Presbyterians about two and and a half miles from our Church, in

which the congregation is not so large as ours. In a manner all . . .

who live near the Church, join with us; scarce any go by the Church

to meeting.' *The Church' (he saj's in 1774) 'stands not in the centre

of tlie town, but on one side to accommodate the CI)urch i^eople, who
live near, though out of tlie bounds of Reading.'

" One of the most interesting of his reports is that

of May 5, 1772:

"'It is now forty years since I have had the advantage of being the

venerable Society's Missionary in this place. . . . Every Sund.ay I have

performed divine service, and preached twice at New Town and Reading

alternately ; and in these forty years I have lost only two Sundays

through sickness, althougli in all that time I have been afflicted with a

constant cholic which has not allowed me one day's ease, or freedom

from pain. Tlie distance between tlie Cliurcli . . . is between eight and

nine miles, and no very good road
;
yet I have never failed ... to attend

at each place according to custom, through the badness of the weather,

but have rode it in tlie severest rains and snow-storms, even when there

has been no track, and my horse near sinking down in the snow-banks,

which has had this good effect on my parishioners, that they are ashamed

to stay from Church on account of bad weather. ... I have performed

divine service in many towns where the Common Prayer had never

been heard, nor the Holy Scriptures read in jmblic, and where now are

nourishing congregations of the Church of England ; and in some places

where there never had been any public worship at all, nor sermon

preached by any teacher, of any denomination.
"

' In my traveling to preach the Gospel, once was my life remarkably

preserved, in passing a deep and rapiil river. The retrospect of my fa-

tigues, lying on straw, &c., gives me pleasure; while Iflatter mj-self that

my labor has not been quite in vain ; for tlie Church of England people

are increased more than 20 to 1, and, .what is infinitely more pleasing,

many of them remarkable for piety and virtue ; and the Independents

here are more knowing in matters of religion than they who live at a

distance from the Cliurch. We live in harmony and peace with each

other, and the rising generation of Independents seem to be entirely

free from every pique and prejudice against tlic Church.'

" In a previous report he said,

—

" 'They who set up the worship of Goil according to our Liturgy, at

Lanesboro', at Nobletown, and Arlington, proceed chiefly from my
parishes. But notwithstanding these frequent emigrations, my congre-

gations increase.'

" His last report, which was made about six months
before his death, is dated Oct. 31, 1781, and is as fol-

lows :

"
' It is a long time since I have done my duty in writing to the ven-

erable Society, not owing to my carelessness, but to the impossibility of

conveyance from here. And now I do it sparingly. A narrative of my
troubles I dare not now give. My two congregations are growing, that at

Reading being commonly about 300 and at New Town about GOO. I bap-

tized about 130 children in one year, and lately 2 adults. New Town and

the Church of England part of Reading are, I believe, the only parts of

New England that have refused to comply with the doings of Congress,

and for that reason have been the butt of general hatred. But God has

preserved us from entire destruction.

"'I am now in the 82d year of my age
;
yet do constantly, alternately,

perform and preach at New Town and Reading. I have been GO years a

public preacher, and, af.er conviction, in the Church of England 50 years

;

but had I been sensible of my inefficiency, I should not have undertaken

it. But now I rejoice in that I think I have done more good to-

wards men's eternal happiness, than I should have done in any other

calling.

"'I do most heartily thank the venerable Society for their liberal

support, and beg that they will accept of this, which is, I believe, my
last bill, viz. : £325, which, according to former custom, is due.'* At

* Probably at £50 per annum for six years and a half, or from 1775.

this age I cannot well hope for it, but I pray God I may have an op-

portunity to explain myself with s.afety ; but must conclude now with

Job's expression :
" Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, 0 ye my

friends
!"

'

" Tradition has preserved a few incidents in his ex-

perience during the war of Independence.
" In the autumn of 1775 several officers of the

militia, having collected a number of soldiers and
volunteers from the different towns in Western Con-

necticut, undertook to subdue the Tories. They went

first to Newtown, where they put Mr. Beach, the se-

lectmen, and other principal inhabitants under strict

guard, and urged them to sign the Articles of Asso-

ciation prescribed by the Congress at Philadelphia.

When they could prevail upon them neither by per-

suasion nor by threats, they accepted a bond from

them, with a large pecuniary penalty, not to take up
arms against the colonies, and not to discourage en-

listments into the American forces.

" Shortly after the declaration of independence

—

i.e., July 23, 1776—the Episcopal clergy of the colony,

fearing to continue the use of the Liturgy as it then

stood,—praying for the king and royal family,—and

conscientiously scrupulous about violating their oaths

and subscriptions, resolved to suspend the public ex-

ercise of their ministry. ' All the churches were thus

for a time closed, except those under the care of Mr.

Beach. . . . He continued to officiate as usual' (as

himself testifies) during the war. ' Though gentle as

a lamb in the intercourse of private life, he was bold

as a lion in the discharge of public duty : and when
warned of personal violence if he persisted, he de-

clared that he would do his duty, preach, and pray

for the king till the rebels cut out his tongue.'

"Whether the following were separate incidents, or

are but different versions of one and the same, is un-

certain. It is related that a squad of soldiers inarched

into his church in Newtown and threatened to shoot

him if he prayed for the king ; but when, regardless

of their threats, he went on, without so much as a

tremor in his voice, to offer the forbidden supplica-

tions, they were so struck with admiration for his

courage that they stacked their arms and remained to

listen to the sermon.

"A band of soldiers entered his church during ser-

vice, seized him, and declared that they would kill

him. He entreated that, if his blood must be shed,

it might not be in the house of God. Thereupon

they took him into the street, where an ax and block

were soon prepared. ' Now, you old sinner,' said one,

' say your last prayer.' He knelt down and prayed :

' God bless King George, and forgive all his enemies

and mine, for Christ's sake.' One of the mob then

pleaded to 'let the old fellow go, and take some

younger man instead.'

" The following is familiar to the people of Red-

ding Ridge parish. The old church of 1750 had a

single door in the centre, and the pulpit and chancel

were at the west end, opposite the door. A squad of
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soldiers, seven in number (hired, it is said, by 'Squire

Betts, with a galh)ii of French l)randy to shoot Mr.

Beach), gatl)ercd before tlie open door of tlie cliureh,

and from one of them a bullet was fired which lodged

in one of the ribs of the sounding-board, a foot or

more above the head of the venerable preacher. As
the congregation sprang to their feet in unfeigned

consternation to rusli from the church, he quieted

them by saying, ' Don't be alarmed, brethren. Fear

not tliem that kill the body, but are not al)]c to kill

the soul ; but rather fear Him which is able to destroy

both soul and body in hell ;' and then proceeded with

his discourse as if nothing had happened.

"The 'History of the Episcopal Church in Connec-

ticut' informs us tliat 'the Redding Association of

Loyalists was a strong body whose secret infiucnce

was felt throughout the mission of the venerable pas-

tor;' but how or in what way that influence was ex-

erted does not appear. The ' Sons of Liberty' have

been already mentioned in Mr. Beach's reports.

" After the death of Mr. Beach, in 1782, the Revs.

Richard Samuel Clai'ke and Andrew Fowler officiated

here alternately for a sliort time. Clarke emigrated

to Nova Scotia with others of the missionaries, and
many of the members of their flocks, in 1784 or 1785.

He returned on a visit in October, 1786. The discon-

tinuance of the sti2:)ends of the missionaries by the

S. P. G., whose charter restricted its benefactions to

the British provinces and plantations, was a severe

blow to the Episcojjal churches, which had been

already greatly weakened by the effects of the war of

the Revolution. Mr. Beach's congregations were ex-

ceptions to the general rule, in that they increased

while others diminished in numbers ; but whether

few or many of the Redding churchmen formed a

part of the thirty thousand loyalists who, Hawkins
says, emigrated to the British provinces from New
England and New York, it is impossible to ascertain.

It is not probable, however, that there were half that

number of churchmen in all New England at the

close of the war.

" The next name on the list of ministers of this

parish is that of Truman Marsh, in 1785, who ' visited

the Parish every third Sunday;' but, as he was not

ordained till 1790, he must have been only a licensed

lay-reader, though it is not improbable that he
preached, as some of that class did in those days,

Avhen there was a dearth of ordained ministers. In

1794 the Rev. David Perry, M.D., minister of the

parishes of Redding, Ridgefield, and Danbury, in con-

sequence of some reports to his disadvantage as a

clergyman and of some errors in regard to baptism,

was suspended from the ministry, and the next year,

at his own request, deposed. He returned to the

l^ractice of medicine in Ridgefield.

" The revenues of the church were gathered after

the Revolution much as they were before. 'The
Episcopal parishes were taxed to build churches and to

sustain religious services, and the Diocesan Conven-

tion assessed the parishes to provide for tlie bishop'«

fund. Each j)arish was rcfpiired U) make an annual

return of what was called the 'grand levy,'—that is,

its taxable list according to its last enrollment,—and

upon this return rested the right of a lay delcgat^i to

his seat in the Convention. The resolution whi<;h

fixed this rule was adopted in 1808. The first pub-

lished grand levy appeared in the journal of 1800,

and from that time onward for fifteen years the roll

of the lay delegates was acconiiianied by the taxable

list of the several parishes which they represented. If

the list of any parish exceeded ten thousand dollars,

such parish was entitled to .- . . two delegates.' The
grand levy of the Redding parish in 1800 was twelve

tliousand nine hundred and sixty dollars.

" ' It is interesting to note the changes since that

period in the relative wealth of the church in Con-

necticut. In those early days, as reported, Litchfield

was stronger than Waterbury or Hartford, Wood-
bridge was stronger than Meriden, Huntington than

Derby, Redding than Bridgeport, and Newtown than

New Haven.'

"The longest pastorate since Mr. Beach was that

of his great-grandson, the Rev. Lemuel B. Hull, who
resigned his charge in 1830, after tw'clve years' ser-

vice. ' In 1815 a fund of a little more than three

thousand dollars was raised.'

" On the second Tuesday in October, 1833,—the year

in which the present church edifice was l)uilt,—the

Annual Convention of the diocese at Norwich failed

to organize for want of two more lay delegates to form

a quorum. 'On the morning of that day, at three

o'clock, the steamboat " New England," on her pas-

sage from New York to Hartford, having on board

seventy-one persons, burst both her boilers near Essex,

and eight persons were immediately killed and thirteen

seriously injured. Among those who were fatally in-

jured were Mr. John M. Heron and Dr. Samuel B.

Whiting, lay delegates from Christ Church, Redding;

and they were within a mile of their landing-place at

the time of the accident.'

" In the spring of that year several members of the

parish withdrew by certificate
;
among these was John

Meeker, clerk.

" At a parish meeting, Oct. 25, 1834, the vestry were

instructed ' to take proper [legal] steps to procure the

Records of the Parish from the hands of the late

Clerk, without delay.' At another meeting in Decem-

ber following, the agents of the parish (James Sau-

ford, Jr., and Charles Beach) were authorized to

' prosecute to final judgment such suits as they should

deem necessary for the recovery of the books, records,

funds, or other i)roperty of the Society, before any

Court proper to try the same.'

" In October, 1835, fifty dollars were appropriated

from the parish trciisury 'to enable the agents to

carry on the suit commenced against the heirs of John
Meeker, deceased.' Some money was thus rei^overed,

but the records have never yet been found.



G08 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

" In 1847 the old parish debt of eight hundred and

seventy dollars (incurred in the building of the church

in 1833) was paid by subscription.

" In 1850 the parish fund, about two thousand

seven hundrel dollars, which before had been held

as a loan by members of the parish, was by a consid-

erable effort, and against the desire and judgment of

the minority, collected and invested in the stock of

the Fairfield County Bank. The same year the

church edifice was altered and repaired at an expense

of three hundred and eighty dollars and twenty-five

cents.
"

' On Advent Sunday' of this year, ' the last Sunday
of my ministry' (says the Rev. Joseph P. Taylor),

'the sum of six hundred dollars was collected at

the offertory for the purpose of building a new par-

sonage.'

"'The above-named sum,' says the Rev. Orsamus
H. Smith, his successor, ' having been put upon the

plate in written pledges, there remains of them un-

redeemed in April, 1853, from fifty to one hundred

dollars,' which being ' part of the money relied upon
for the building, . . . the Vestry were obliged to bor-

row it, and it remains a debt upon the parish.' The
new house was finished in October, 1851, and imme-
diately occupied by the family of Mr. Smith.

"In 1858 says the Rev. W. W. Bronson, 'The

glebe lot was very much improved by the purchase

of a strip of land [on the west side] and the erec-

tion of a suitable fence, mainly through the exer-

tions of the ladies of the parish.'

" In 1863 the organ was repaired, and the broken

bell replaced by a new one of a similar tone, from

Meneeley's, at Troy.
" In 1873 the church-spire was repaired, and the old

[English] weathercock, a relic of colonial times (one

of whose legs had been shot off' by one of Tryon's

soldiers in 1777), having persistently refused to re-

main upon his perch, was excused from further duty,

and a gilded cross erected in his place. The vener-

able bird, however, is still to be seen on one of the

outbuildings of the great-grandson of the Rev.

John Beach, in East Redding. The parsonage was
adorned in 1874 with a new and spacious veranda,

in 1876 with a set of blinds.

" The noticeable incidents of the present year (1879)

are the destruction of the church-sheds by fire on

the evening of the 12th of May, and the acquisition

of a baptismal font of Italian marble, purchased

with contributions of the Sunday-school and other

members of the parish, collected during the rector-

ship of the Rev. Mr. Kelley. The number of nomi-

nal communicants is sixty-five ; of baptized persons,

about one hundred and twenty.
" The following is a list of ministers ofl[iciating in

the parish of Christ Church, Redding: Rev. Henry
Caner, 1727 to 1732; Rev. John Beach, October,

1732, to March 19, 1782; Rev. R. S. Clarke, Rev.

Andrew Fowler (alternates), 1782 ; Rev. Truman

Marsh, 1785 ; Rev. David Belden, 1786 ;* Rev. Am-
brose Hull, 1789 to 1791 ; Rev. David Perry, M.D.,
1791 ;t Rev. David Butler, Jan. 20, 1799, to 1804

;

Rev. Elijah G. Plumb, Jan. 30, 1806, to 1811 ; Rev.

Reuben Hubbard, 1812 to 1818; Rev. Ambrose S.

Todd, D.D., 1820 to 1823; Rev. Lemuel B. Hull,

1824 to Feb. 23, 1836; Rev. Edward J. Darken,

M.D., August, 1836, to Dec. 25, 1837 ; Rev. Charles

Jarvis Todd, June, 1838, to Easter, 1842 ; Rev. Wil^

liam Atwill, May 8, 1842, to 1845; Rev. David H.
Short, D.D., Easter, 1845, to 1846; Rev. Abel

Nichols, 1846 to 1847; Rev. Joseph P. Taylor,

Easter, 1847, to December, 1850; Rev. Orsamus H.
Smith, Nov. 29, 1850, to March 31, 1853; Rev.

Abel Ogden, July 10, 1853 ;i Rev. James Adams,
autumn, 1854, to October, 1856; Rev. Wm. White
Bronson, 1857 to 1860 ; Rev. Alfred Londerback,

May 25, 1861, to Aug. 5, 1862; Rev. Henry Zell,

March 12, 1863 ;| Rev. Wm. L. Bostwick, Easter,

1864, to June 15, 1867; Rev. John W. Hoff'man,

Dec. 6, 1868, to Nov. 30, 1871 ; Rev. Charles W.
Kelley, Jan. 5, 1873, to April 30, 1876; Rev. Xi-

menus Alanson Welton, July 1, 1877.

" The number of communicants belonging to Christ

Church, Redding, as reported at different periods, was

:

1809, 55; 1810, 63; 1811, 67; 1815, 61; 1817, 61;

1845, 42 ;
1851, 60

;
1854, 56

; 1856, 57
;

1858, 58
;

1859, 56
;

1860, 47
;

1863, 55
;

1866, 45
;

1869, 37

;

1873, 40; 1874, 55; 1875, 61; 1877, 59; 1878, 64;

1879, 65."

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CmiRCII.

" When Jesse Lee left New York on the mission

which was to quicken and vitalize the New England

churches, his first resting-place was at Norwalk, Avhere

he preached on the highway under a spreading elm,

no house being opened to him. From Norwalk he

proceeded to Fairfield and New Haven, and from the

latter place to Redding. He reached this town on

Wednesday, the 24th of June, 1789, and from this

period we are to date the origin of the Methodist

Church in Redding, although some six months elapsed

before it was formally organized. Mr. Lee thus narrates

some of the incidents of this first visit

:

'"I traveled a stony road to Kedding, and according to directions

called on Esquire Benedict, but he was not at home ; so I got my horse

and rode to Mr. Rogers to consult him about the matter. Wliile I was

talking to him Mr. Bartlett, a Congregational minister, rode by, and,

being informed who I was, asked me home with him. After I liad been

there a while he asked me some questions relative to doctrines, and I en-

deavored to inform him what kind of doctrines we preached. He said

he could not Invite mo into tlie meeting-liouse, because I held what he

thought was contrary to tlie gospel. I told him I did not expect an in-

vitation to preach in tlie meeting-house, but if I was asked I sliould not

refuse. However, Mr. Rogers sent his son down in a little time to let me
know that there was a school-house that I could preach in, so I made tlie

appointment for the people at six o'clock. Having met at th.at liour, I

preaclied on Tsa. Iv, G :
" Seek ye the Lord while he may be found," etc.

I bless God that I had some liberty in preaching.'

* Officiated a short time only, on account of ill health,

t Suspended November, 1794. t Died May «, 1854.

§ Died Nov. 5, 1863.
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"The school-house where this first sermon was de-

livered probably stood on the eoinirion, near the old

meeting-house. The few and siin])le doctrines that

Mr. Lee preached were the witness of the Spirit, the

entire efficacy of the atonement, and the ijossibility

of foiling from grace, and they were presented with

so much force and earnestness as to produce a deep

impression on those who heard them
;
yet he had no

time to remain and note the effect produced, but rode

away the next day, carrying his tidings to other com-

munities. Twice again Lee visited Redding—July 8th

and September 16th of the same year—without seeing

any fruits of his efforts
;

for, although many were im-

pressed with thetrutli of his doctrines, they hesitated

about coming out ojienly and joining the new sect.

At length, on his fourth visit, Dec. 28, 1789, lie 'joined

two in society for a beginning. A man who has lately

received a witness of his being in favor with the Lord

led the way, and a woman who I hope was lately con-

verted followed.' This was the second Methodist

society organized in New England, the first being at

Stratford. The two first meinbers mentioned above

Avere Aaron Sanford and his mother-in-law, Mrs. Wil-

liam Hawley. Mr. Sanford by this act became the

first male member of the Methodist Church in New
England. He was at once appointed leader of the

class thus formed, and its meetings were held for

years at his house. After its organization the growth

of the society was very rapid, chiefly through the

class-meeting, and that agency so effectively used by

Methodism, the lay-preachers.

" It is unfortunate that, owing to the loss of the

early records of the church, we can give the names of

but few of its original members. From the records

of the First Society I copy the following certificate,

dated Dec. 15, 1789 :

"'I lioreljj' certify that Aaron Sanford, of Reading, has constantly at-

tended the Methodist meetings in this town, and pays liis i)art towards

my suiiport as a minister of tlie gospel.

'"Jessh Lee.'

" Similar certificates were given, Feb. 9, 1790, to

Hezekiah Sanford, and August Gth of the same year

to Isaac Sherwood and S. Samuel Smith.
" From the church book of baptisms, which has

been preserved, we learn that prior to 1794 the early

preachers had baptized children of Daniel and Anna
Bartram, Silas and Huldah Merchant, Jonas and
Lucy Piatt, Paul and Mary Bartram, Jabez and Sarah

Gorham, Elijah and Menoma Elder, Aaron and Mary
Odle, John and Sarah Sherman, Uriah and Hannah
Mead, Benjamin and Elizabeth Knap, Chester and

Elizabeth Meeker, Charles and Lucy Morgan, Ezekicl
I

and Easter Bartram, Jesse and Martha Banks, Isaac

and Betty Piatt, and Aaron and Eunice Hunt, and we
may safely reckon them as members of the church at

that time.
i

" Early in 1790, Lee organized his first circuit in

New England ; it was called the ' Fairfield Circuit,' !

and embraced Norwalk, Fairfield, Stratford, Milibrd,

Redding, Danl)ury, Canaan, and intermediate placo«.

The first rcgiil;irly-a|)poiiited rniiiister whose name
aj)pears on the society records was Jolin Bloodgood,

who was here as early as Jan. 21, 1791,—perliajrs ear-

lier. He was a native of the South, and after serving

on the Fairfield Circuit one year was transferred to

the Baltimore Conference, to which his ministerial

labors were chiefly confined. He died in 1810. Like

most of his colleagues, he jjreacli(,'d in the school-

houses, under trees, sometimes in the barns, but al-

ways SD fervently, and with such native elotjuence,

that multitudes flocked to hear him. He wa.s suc-

ceeded at the May (1791) session of the Conference

by Nathaniel B. Mills and Aaron Hunt.
" Mr. Mills is described by his colleague, Mr. Hunt,

as ' a man small in stature, intelligent, simnd, an able

jn-eacher, and rather inclined to dejection.' He was

born in New Castle Co., Del., Feb. 23, 1766. He en-

tered the Baltimore Conference in the spring of 1787,

and after a laborious ministry of forty-two years, both

in New England and the South, was compelled in

1835 to retire to the ranks of the superannuated,

where he remained until his death, in 1844. His col-

league, Rev. Aaron Hunt, Avas born in Eastcliester,

Westchester Co., N. Y., March 28, 1768, and entered

the Methodist ministry in 1791, making some of his

first essays at preaching on the Redding Circuit.

"In 1793, while preaching in Redding, he married

Miss Hannah Sanford, daughter of the Mr. Aaron

Sanford before mentioned, and shortly after ' located'

in Redding, where he continued to reside for many
years, and where most of his large family of children

were born. Mr. Hunt was i^rominent among the

early Methodist preachers, and was well known
throughout the State. During his pastorate the church

had been encouraged by a visit from the eminent

Bishop Asbury, who passed through Redding in

June, 1791, during his hasty tour through New Eng-

land, and preached here ' with much satisfaction,' a.s

he remarks in his journal. The church received an-

other and longer visit from him in September. 1796.

' The society in that village,' says Mr. Stevens, the

historian of Methodism, ' had been gradually gather-

ing strength. They assembled to greet him at Mr.

Sanibrd's, where he gave them an encouraging dis-

course from 1 Peter i. 13-15.' From this time until

1811 the record of the church is one of continued

growth and prosperity ; revivals were frequent and

accessions many ; classes were early formed at Lone-

town, Redding Ridge, Sanfordtown, Boston, and at

Long Ridge, the latter some years later becoming a

separate church organization.

" Still the society was without a house of worship,

and the want was beginning to be severely felt. In

1803 they first leased the town-hall for a place of

public worship, as appears by the following extract

from the town records :
' At a town-meeting hold

Dec. 12, 1803, it was voted "that the Town House

be leased to the Methodist Society for $15 per year,
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to be used as often and as much as they please for

public worshiiJ, and said Society to repair all damage

done to the Town House while they are assembled i

therein for public worship." ' This lease was con-

tinued from year to year at varying rates, until the
|

erection of the first church, in 1811. Of the building

of this edifice we have no data except such as is con-

tained in this extract from the society records :

'"At a Society meeting of the Metliorliste, duly warned and lield at

the liouse of William Sauford in Eedding, on Tuesday the 30th day of

October, ISIO,

'•' Vdt 'd, That Seth Andrews, William Sauford, and John K. Hill he a

committee to said society for the ensuing year, to do and transact all

temporal liusiness.

"' Vnteil, That our said committee carry around a subscription paper

immediately to raise money for the purpose of building a Meeting-House

in said Redding, for the purpose of Divine Worship.

"'Aaron Saxford,

'"Ckrk:

" The church was built the succeeding summer. It

stood on the site of the present residence of Deacon

Charles Smith, on land purchased of Jonathan E.

Sanford, Esq. His deed conveying the land, dated

June 6, 1811, was given to Seth Andrews, William

Sanford, and John R. Hill, trustees for the Method-

ist Church and Society in Redding, the consideration

being one hundred and thirty dollars. No actual

description of the first church is preserved to us, ex-

cept that it was built after the usual fashion of Meth-

odist churches in those days. It had no steeple or

tower, no ceiling except the roof, and there were no

means of warming it except by foot-stoves carried in

by the female worshipers. With the above excep-

tions, the following description of an early Methodist

church would probably apjjly to this in every partic-

ular :

"'The building was as unpolluted by paint within and without as

when its timbers were standing in their native forest. A gallery ex-

tended around three sides. At the extreme end of the left gallery was a

small room partitioned off for class-meetings. The pulpit was elevated

about six feet above the floor, and in form resembled a large dry-goods

box, the breastworks so high as almost to conceal the preacher, if small

of stature, from view. From the pulpit extended a staircase conducting

to the class-room in tlie gallei-y, to which the preacher and the members

repaired at the close of the public services.'*

"None of the incidents in the history of the old

church are so vividly remembered and described as

the Quarterly Meetings which were held there. The
Quarterly Meeting to the early Methodist was the

most important of all the institutions of the church,

and those held in Redding were especially note-

worthy ; it was a sort of home-coming to the mother-

church, and at such times all the Methodist homes in

town were open to the brethren from abroad. The
presiding elder and the two preachers on the ' circuit'

were always present on these occasions, and the

membership was gathered from Danbury, Ridgefield,

Easton, and Newtown, as well as from places more

remote. The exercises on these occasions began at

nine o'clock on Sabbath morning with the 'love-feast'

* Sermon of Rev. J. L. Gilder before the New York East Conference.

and the passing of bread and water, of which all par-

took, as a token of their brotherhood in Christ. At
half-past ten a sermon was preached by the elder. At
twelve M. the sacrament of the Lord's Supper was
administered. At one p.m. another sermon was

preached, generally by one of the jareachers in

charge. At the conclusion of this discourse the

genial elder would proceed to designate to the

guests their respective places of entertainment. The
day was usually concluded by a series of prayer-

meetings, held in the different districts and con-

ducted with great warmth and fervor.

"The old church seems to have been intended for a

temporary structure, and was succeeded in 1837 by

the present neat and commodious edifice. A brief

account of the erection of the present building will

be interesting and probably neiv to many, though

little more than forty years have elapsed since its

timbers were standing in the forest.

" We find on the society records the following en-

tries :

"'The members of the Methodist Episcopal Society of Redding are

hereby notified and warned tiiat a society's meeting for said societ.y will

be held on Tuesday, the 26th day of instant January, at one o'clock P.M.

at the Methodist Church in said Redding, i'ov the purpose of taking into

consiileration the propi iety of building a new church in said society, and

locating the same near the intersection of the roads near the town-house,

appointing a building committee to superintend and carry said object

into effect, make arrangements to dispose of the old house if thought

proper, and to do any other business proper to be done at said meeting.

"'Sherlock Todd,
"

' Jessk Banks,

'"Aaron Mallett,
" ' Trustees.

"
' Redding, Jan. 1S3C.'

"A society-meeting was held at the appointed

time. Rev. H. Humphreys being chairman, and

Thomas B. Fanton clerk. It was then voted ' to

approve of the proposed plan in the caption of the

subscription paper to raise subscriptions and build a

new house. . . .

'

" It was also further provided 'that the said House

shall be located somewhere near the four corners that

intersect at Redding Town House, but the said object

not to take effect unless the sum of Two thousand

Five hundred Dollars be subscribed, and the said

House be built within eighteen months from the date

hereof.'

" • Voted, To build a House agreeable to tlie above caption, provided

a place be obtained that is approved by the committee appointed for that

purpose.

" ' Voted, To appoint a Building Committee of three persons to super-

intend, and take charge, and contract for the same House, viz.: Thomas

B. Fanton, John R. Hill, and Gershom Sherwood.
"

' Voted, To add two more to the building Committee,—Jesse Banks

and David Dnncomb.
"

' Voted, To adjourn the meeting two weeks from this day at one p.m.

" ' Thomas B. Fanton,
'•

' Clerk.'

"No account of the adjourned meeting is to be

found in the society records. The twenty-five hun-

dred dollars needed was specially subscribed, and the

building was erected in the summer of 1837 and ded-
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icatcd in December of the same year, llev. C. K.

True preaching the dedication sermon.

"In 18G8, during tlie jtastoratc of liev. William T.

Hill, the church was thoroughly remodeled and reiiir-

nished. The pulpit was cut down and the antique

pews exchanged for the present neat and comfort-

able ones. The rcdedication service at this time was

perhaps the most interesting occasion in tlie history of

the church. Bishop Janes was present, and preached

the dedication sermon to an audience thathlled every

nook and corner of the building, and many old pas-

tors and friends of the church added by their presence

to the interest of the occasion.

"In September, 1870, Rev. Aaron Sanford Hill

gave to the church some ten acres of land lying in the

northerly jmrt of the town, the income from which

was to be appropriated to the use of the church. This

gift Mr. Hill supplemented by another of four thou-

sand dollars in 1871, of which the interest only was

to be used in meeting the expenses of the chui-ch.

This fund is known as the Sanford Hill Fund. In

1877 another benefaction of five hundred dollars was

given by William A. Sanford, Esq., to be applied in

the same manner as the preceding.
" Eevivals in the church have been frequent and

attended with gratifying results,—notably in 1815,

under the preaching of Rev. Reuben Ilarris; in 1822,

during the pastorate of Aaron Hunt; in 1838, under

that of Rev. John Crawford; in 1855, under Rev. E.

S. Hebbard; and in 1867, under Rev. William T.

Hill.

" According to the minutes of the Annual Confer-

ences, the following ministers were apjiointed to Fair-

field Circuit (which included Redding), beginning

with its organization, in 1790: 1790, John Blood-

good; 1791, Nathaniel B. Mills, Aaron Hunt; 1792,

Joshua Taylor, Smith Weeks
; 1793, James Cole-

man, Aaron Hunt
;
1794, Zebulon Kankey, Nicholas

Snethen.

" Those appointed to Redding Circuit were : 1795,

Daniel Dennis, Timothy Dewey
; 1796, Elijah Wool-

sey, Robert Leeds
;
1797, David Buck, Augustus Joce-

lyn
;
1798, William Thatcher

;
1799, David Brown

;

1800, Augustus Jocelyn
; 1801, Samuel Merwin, Isaac

Candee; 1802, James Coleman, Isaac Candee; 1803,

James Campbell, N. U. Tompkins
;
1804, Peter Mori-

arty, Sylvester Foster
;
1805, Peter Moriarty, Samuel

Merwin; 1806, Nathan Felch, Oliver Sykes
;
1807,

James M. Smith, Zalmon Lyon; 1808, Noble W.
Thomas, Jonathan Lyon

; 1809, Billy Hibbard, Isaac

Candee; 1810, Nathan Emory, John Russell; 1811,

Aaron Hunt, Oliver Sykes, and John Reynolds
;
1812,

Seth Crowel, Gilbert Lyon, S. Beach
;

1813, Aaron
Hunt, Henry Eames; 1814, Ebenezer Washburnc,
Reuben Harris

; 1815, Elijah Woolsey, Reuben Har-
ris; 1816, Samuel Bushnell, John Boyd; 1817, Sam-
uel Bushnell, Theodocius Clarke; 1818, James M.
Smith, Theodocius Clarke

;
1819, J. S. Smith, Phineas

Cook
;
1820, Laban Clark, Phineas Cook

;
1821, La-

ban Clark, Aaron Hunt; 1822, Samuel Cochrane,

Aaron Hunt; 1823, Samuel ('oclirane, John Rey-

nolds; 1824, lOlijah Woolsey, John Reynold,-'.

"To Redding and J5ridgeport Circuit : 1825, ,Mar-

vin Richardson, H. Humphreys, Frederic W. Higer;

1826, Marvin Richardson, H. Humphreys; 1827,

Henry Stead, John Lovejoy, J. C. Bontecue.
" To Rediling Circuit : 1828, Henry Stead, Gershora

Pearce
;
1829, Eljcnczer Washburn, (U-THhom Pearce

;

1830, Ebenezer Washburn, Oliver V. Ammcrman

;

1831, James Young, Josiah Bowen; 1832, Nicholas

White, Jesse Hunt
;
1833, Jesse Hunt, John B. Beach ;

1834, Josiah Bowen, John D. Beach.

"To Redding and Newtown Circuit: 1835, Hum-
phrey Humphries, Josiah L. Dickerson, .lohn Davies;

1836, IIum])hrey Humphries.

"March 28th, 1837, the society, 'after due delib-

eration, existing circumstances being considered,

voted to try a station the ensuing year,' which wa.s

accordingly done, and the Rev. Humjihrey Humph-
ries became the first stated pastor. Since then the

church has enjoyed the undivided care of its pastors,

and has been generally jn'osperous and aggressive.

" The list of pastors since 1837 comprises many well-

known names and will be read with interest. They
are as follows : 1838, John Crawford (2d), Morris Hill

;

1839-40, Paul R. Brown; 1841-42, Daniel Smith;

1843, Phillip L. Hoyt; 1844-45, AVilliam F. Collins;

1846-47, Joseph D. Marshall
;
1848-49, Jacob Shaw;

1850-51, John L. Gilder; 1852-53, Friend W. Smith;

1854-55, E. S. Hibbard; 1856-57, Hart F. Pease;

1858, George C. Crevey; 1859, William H. Gilder;

1860-61, John W. Home; 1862-63, George Hollis

;

1864-66, David Nash
;

1867-68, William' T. Hill

;

1869, Alexander Graham; 1870-72, Theodore C.

Beach; 1873, William R.Webster; 1874-76, Joseph"

Smith
;
1877-78, John Dickinson

;
1879, John Haugh.

" Of the above list, but one. Rev. Jacob Shaw, died

and was buried in Redding. Of the laymen who
nobly aided these clergymen in their ministry many
will be held in grateful remembrance by the church.

" The names most familiar to the early member-
ship, perhaps, M'cre those of the lay-preachers, Aaron
Sanford, Hawley Sanford, Rory Starr, and Walter

Sanford ; the class-leaders, John R. Hill, Abraham
Couch, Urrai Meade, Sherlock Todd, and Bradley

Burr ; and the oflicial members, Thomas B. Fanton,

David S. Duncomb, Aaron Sanford, Jr., Charles Gor-

ham, Eben Treadwell, and John Edmonds.

"The present membership of the church is 149,

—

males, 57
;
females, 92."

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH AT LOXd
RIDGE.

" The origin of the Methodist Episcoiial Churdi in

Long Ridge, as narrated by Rev. Paul R. Brown, pas-

tor of the church in 1842, was as follows:

" ' One oveiiiug, «s Fatlier Oolemau (a Jlothixiist pi-eaoliorl was pAssiiig

IhiMugh Stair's Plain on his way lo Panlmiy, lio saw a man sitting on

tlio fence by the wayside, auJ iiuinired the distance to town. The man
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told liim, and added, "Are you a doctor?"—"No, sir."
—"Are you a

lawyer ?"—" No, sir."
—" Then," said the man, following up the question,

" what are you ?"—Father Coleman answered, " I am a Methodist preach-

er."
—" Methodist preacher ! What's that ?" replied the man.—" If you

will open your house and invite in your neighbors, I will let you hear a

Methodist preacher the next time I come this way," was the reply. The

offer was accepted, and Father Coleman preached to them on his next

visit. He soon organized a class, and among the members of that class

was the man who sat upon the fence and questioned the preacher. After

that the class grew into a society, and in due time a small church w;\s

built in Long Kidge, which gave way to a larger edifice in the course of

a few years.'

" The first church was built when the society con-

sisted of but eleven members, under the following

circumstances : They were assembled for the weekly

class-meeting at the house of one of their number,

and were speaking of their need of a church, when

Uriah Griffin remarked that if he had a hundred dol-

lars in hand he would build them a church. David

Osborne, the youngest member j^resent, at once agreed

to furnish the required sum, and the church was built

the same year. This was in 1820-21, during the pas-

torate of Rev. Laban Clark. The little society at

once became connected with Redding Station as an

auxiliary, the preacher in charge there having the

care of its temporal concerns and filling its pulpit

once in four weeks. In the interim the pulpit was

supplied by the lay-preachers, Aaron Sanford, Morris

Hill, Aaron S. Hill, of Redding, Rory Starr, of Dan-

bury, and others. The society's connection with Red-

ding ceased in 1848, and the same relation was formed

with the church in Bethel. For several years past it

has been a separate station. The pastors of the

church from 1820 to 1848 were the same as those of

Redding, and are given in the history of the Redding

Church. The pastors since 1848 have been as fol-

lows: 1848-49, Morris Hill; 1850, Elias Gilbert; 1851

-52, Charles Bartlett
;
1853-54, George Stillman ; 1855

-56, Samuel H. Smith; 1857-58, John Crawford;

1859, David Osborn; 1860-(jl, Sherman D. Barnes,

local preacher; 1862-63, Elias Gilbert; 1864, William

H. Adams
;
1865, J. W. Bramblee

;
1866-67, G. W.

PoUey, local
;
1868, Stephen J. Stebbins

; 1869, James

H. Crofut, local
;
1870, Frank F. Jorden, local

;
1871,

William P. Armstrong, local
;
1872, Frank F. Jorden,

local
;
1873, Joseph W. Pattison, local

;
1874-75, Wil-

liam Cogswell, local
; 1876, Joseph W. Pattison, local

;

1877-78, Charles A. Wilson, local; 1879, Henry A.

Van Dalsem.

"The membership at present is sixty.*

"A few yards from Redding Station, on the banks

of the Saugatuck River, is situated the old camp-

ground, noted for being the place where the first

camjj-meeting of the Methodists in New England was

held. Just when this event occurred we are unable

to state, but it was about 1810, probably under the

leadership of Nathan Bangs. The tents of this first

assemblage were of the most primitive kind, many of

* The present church edifice is situated in Danhury, a few yards from

the Bedding line, but, as the church was so long identified with Redding,

it was thought proper to preserve its history here.

them being constructed of the branches of trees, and

others of blankets stretched over a frame-work of

poles. Meetings continued to be held in this grove

every year for over sixty years.

" About 1860, owing to some difficulty in leasing

the grounds and from other causes, the meetings here

were discontinued, and another camp-ground opened

at Milford, Conn., on the line of the Naugatuck Rail-

road.

" This grove was, however, soon abandoned, never

having been popular with the Methodist public. In

1878, after the lapse of nearly twenty years, the old

camp-ground at Redding was reopened, and that year

a very successful and well-attended meeting was held

there.

" It was supposed then that the grove would be

purchased and continue to be used for camp-meeting

purposes, but this desirable consummation was not

effected."

THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN GEORGETOWN (NOW EX-
TINCT).

"That there was a society of Baptists in Redding

as early as 1785 appears from an entry in the records

of the First Society, dated Dec. 9, 1785, wherein

Michael Wood has a certificate given him by John

Lee, deacon, as a member of the Baptist Church in

Redding.
" Similar certificates were given to John Couch,

Micayah Starr, and Jabez AVakeman, but we have

no evidence of. the existence of a church here until

1833. On the 28th of January of that year an eccle-

siastical council was held at the house of Timothy

Wakeman, in Redding, and a church formally organ-

ized. The record of the proceedings of this meeting

constitutes the first entry in the church book of

records, and is as follows

:

"'Chose Elder Thomas Lascombe Jloderator, and Elder Nathan Wild-

man Clerk. Invited Brethren present to a seat with the Council. Pro-

ceeded to hear the Articles and Covenant, also reasons why they wished

to be constituted into a Church. The Council unanimously voted to

proceed to the constitntion. Repaired to the meeting-house. Introduc-

tory prayer and sermon by Elder Nathan Wildman. Right hand of fel-

lowship in behalf of the Council, and closing prayer by Elder Thomas

Lascombe.
"

' Nathan Wildman,
"

' Chrh:

" There were but eighteen original members,—four

males and fourteen females. For some years there

was no settled pastor, and the pulpit was supplied al-

ternately, once in four weeks, by Elders S. Ambler, of

Danbury, and Stephen B. Bray, a licentiate, from

Southbury, Conn. Elders N. Wildman, of Weston,

Erastus Doty, of Colebrook, Conn., and Chandler

Curtis also preached occasionally. June 8, 1837, the

church extended a unanimous call to Rev. William

Bowen, of Mansfield, Conn., Avhich was accepted, aild

he became the first pastor of the church. He con-

tinued to sustain this relation to the church until

November, 1838, when he was dismissed, owing to

the inability of the society to meet his salary. The



REDDING. 613

same month the church edifice w.as nearly destroyed

by mob-violence,—the only instance of the kind that

ever occurred in this staid and conservative town.

" It was 1838, the period of the slavery excitement,

when abolitionist and pro-slavery men engaged in al-

most daily conflict, and men thought to stifle with

shot-gun and bludgeon the first faint stirrings of the

national conscience. A few pithy entries in the

church records thus refer to the affair

:

"'Nov. 2Gth. Kcv. Niitlianiel Colvor Icctiirpil on eluvory in our meet-

ing-house; was ilidturbeil hy unnily persons.

•'
' 27tli. Another lecture on Slavery niolesteil as night before.

""28th. Jleeting-housu blown up by a, mob, but not entirely de-

stroyed.'

" This is all the information the church records give

us on the subject, but from the files of the NorwaUc

Gazette for that year we glean a full account of the

affair. This article is interesting, as showing the

manner in which even the Whigs handled the ques-

tion of slavery at that time :

"
' ITrcn-HANDED Outrage.—We learn that .Judge Lynch has been ex-

ercising his summary proceedings in this vicinity witliin the week past.

Colver, the abolitionist lecturer, has been holding forth, as we under-

stand, for a number of evenings, on the subject of immediate emanc'ipa-

tion, in the Baptist church in Redding, and in the course of his lectures

had taken occasion to exhibit before his audience t\tc pmctiad amnhjiima-

tioiiism of the Vice-President of the United States, the Hon. Richard M.

Johnson. We are informed that he accused this distinguished personage

of making merchandise of the offspring of his own loins, of selling his

own sons and daughters into slavery. Tliis so enraged some of his polit-

ical partisans that they determined to abolish the walls which had echoed

the nefarious libel upon "Dick the Tecumseh-Killer." So, after the lec-

ture wjis concluded, a keg of gunpowder was deposited under the church

which had been profaned by tiiese abolition oi'gies, i^nd about two o'clock

on the morning of the 2flth ult. the church was blown " sky-high," as

John Randolph used to say. It was a small building of one story, and

not worth more than five hundred dollars. But notwithstanding the

provocation, and notwithstanding the comparatively trifling amount of

damage occasioned by tliis wanton outrage, we most sincerely deprecate

the prevalence of a spirit which does violence to the dearest rights of

every freeman in the land,—the freedom of speech a!id of opinion. We
are no apologists for the intemperate and fanatic zeal of the abolitionists,

but we deem it the duty of every press in the land to cr}' out against

such violations of the Constitution and laws. And. though we would

denounce in the severest terms the e.xasperating conduct of the aboli-

tionists, we would at the same time do our utmost to bring the trespas-

sers upon the rights which the Constitution guarantees to every citizen

and the violators of the public peace to condign p<uiishuient.'*

"This action of the mob, with the dissensions en-

gendered by it, proved a sad blow to the church, one

from which it never fully recovered, although it con-

tinued in existence for several years. Elder John
H. Waterbury served the church as pastor for some

months in 1839, and was succeeded in 1841 by Elder

John Noyes, of North Haven.
" Mr. Noyes' letter of dismission from the Baptist

Church in North Haven is as follows

:

* A resident of Georgetown at the time gives the following additional

particulars: About two o'clock on the morning following Jlr. Colver's

lecture the iidudiitants of Georgetown were staitled by a trenieudous

report and rundding noise, which jarred the hi>uscs and broke the win-

dows in the immediate neighborhood. In tlic morning this unusual dis-

turbance was found to have been caused by the explosion of a keg of

powder which had been phiced directly under the pulpit, a portion of the

underpinning of the church having been removed for that purpose. The
pulpit was demolished, the front of the building displaced several feet,

the windows broken out, and the walls destroyed.

"'The Baptint Church in North Haven Ui the BaptiHt Church in K/-a'l-

"
' Dkak BiiKTHiiEN,—This certifies that Rev. John Noyeo and hin wife

Ann are mcniberH of this church in good standing, and wt such wc <miu-

mend tliem to your ChriKtiiin affection and fellownhip. We have voted

that when they are received by you, we shall consider flieir wnnecllon

with us diswjived.

'"In behalf of the church in North ilaven.
"

' M. F. R'iur.vsoN,

"' Clerk.

'"May 1, 1841.'

"April 2, 1842, Mr. Noyes was dismissed U) Phil-

lipstown, N. Y. Rev. George Crocker, of Danbury,

supplier! the pulpit for the succeeding twelve months.

Elder David Pease was the -next jircacher, he being

called Feb. 11, 1844. His connection with the church

was short and uneventful. There is no record of any

other preacher being called ; in fact, the society was

becoming too weak to support an organization, and

shortly after, in October, 1847, was dissolved by the

unanimous vote of its members."

THE .METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH IX GEORGE-
TOWN (NOW THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH).

" The Methodist Protestant Church in Georgetown

had its origin in a small schism in the Methodist

Episcopal Church, commencing about 1818, in the

New York Conference.

" Among the ministers who seceded from the church

at this time was the Rev. William M. Stilhvell, who
in 1820 organized a small class of persons in George-

town, sharers in his peculiar ideas of church polity,

but who still retained the name of Methodist, though

called by their opponents Stillwellites. In 1829 a

convention was held and adopted the name of Meth-
odist Protestant, and in 1839 the cburch at George-

town was formally organized as the Methodist Prot-

estant Church and Society of Wilton Circuit. The
first members of the class, so far as can be ascertained,

were Ebenezer Hill, Banks Sherwood, David Nichols,

Isaac Osborne, and Benjamin Gilbert and wife. The
first minister was Rev. William M. Stilhvell. The
first entry in the church records is as follows

:

"
' The first Methodist Protestant church in Redding was organized in

the year of our Lord ISliO, on the 15th of the '.Mb niontli, at a regular

warned meeting lield at the house of Sturgcs Bcniielt. The fidlowing

officers wore chosen : David Nichols, chairman ; John 0. St. John, secre-

tary. John O. St. John was duly elected clerk of said society, and the

oath was administered by Walker Bates, Esq. Johu 0. St. Johu wa.s alsj

elected treasurer of said society.'

" Aaron Osborne was the first sexton. He was to

open the church thirty minutes before service, sweep
the house, make the fires, and attend to the lights,

for a yearly salary of six dollars.

" The present house of worshiji had been built in

1839, prior to the organization of the church, by John
0. St. John and Charles Scribner. For a number of

yeai's the church records show only the ordinary

routine of business. In ISol. March 10th, a society's

meeting passed the following resolutions:

"
' Kesoli ed, 1st, That we take into consideration the amount of Pamngc

sustained by the society, by the Panbury and Norwalk R. R. crv>ssing

the society's gro\uu'.s near this house of worship. 2nd, That the assess-
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ment of damages by crossing the societ3''s grounds be left to three men,

—one chosen by the trustees, one by the Rail Road contractors, and those

two to choose a third. 3rd, That the trustees be instructed to hold the

contractors or Kail Road Company responsible for all damage to the

society's Iiouse of worsliip.'

" To these resolutions a meeting held Dec. 27, 1851,

added the following: 'Resolved, by vote of this meet-

ing, that the society's committee be authorized to

give by deed to the Danbury and Norwalk Railroad

Comj^any a right of way across said society's ground,

for the consideration of one hundred and fifty dol-

lars.' At a meeting held Feb. 19, 1853, ' on motion,

S. M. Main and Hiram St. John were appointed a

committee to circulate a subscription to raise money

to build a parsonage-house.' A meeting held Nov.

17, 1853, voted 'that the society's committee be

authorized to circulate a subscription-jDaper, to raise

money to the amount of six hundred dollars for the

purpose of purchasing Mr. Weed's house for a parson-

age ; and at a subsequent meeting, held November
26th, the committee were authorized to purchase Mr.

Weed's house so soon as six hundred dollars is pledged

for that purpose.' It was also voted that the ' horse-

sheds be located 40 feet south of the butternut tree in

the yard, j^rovided the ground can be obtained for

one dollar.'

" At a meeting held Dec. 7, 1867, Messrs. John R.

Sturges, J. 0. St. John, and Sturges Bennett were

appointed a committee to ascertain the denomina-

tional preferences of all the members of the church,

'with a view to a change of name to that of Congre-

gational, or that of letting it be the Methodist Prot-

estant Meeting.'

" This committee reported to an adjourned meeting,

held December 14th, in favor of a change of name,

and by a unanimous vote the name of the church was

changed from Methodist Protestant to Congrega-

tional. It was also voted to petition the next Legis-

lature to change the name of the society in accord-

ance with the above vote, and to secure to the Con-

gregational Society the property now held by the

Methodist Protestant Society. The committee ap-

pointed for this purpose were Messrs. David E.

Smith, Hiram St. John, and E. G. Bennett.

"From October, 1865, to May, 1875, the church

was supplied by Rev. Samuel St. John, of George-

town. He was succeeded by Rev. Albert H. Thomp-
son, of Yale Theological Seminary, who supplied the

pulpit until November, 1876. Mr. Thompson's suc-

cessor was Rev. C. B. Strong, of Hartford Seminary,

who remained until the close of 1877. The present

pastor. Rev. C. A. Northrop, began his labors with

the church Jan. 6, 1878, and was ordained and in-

stalled as pastor Oct. 2, 1878.

"The present membership of the church is 79,

—

males, 30
;
females, 49.

"The records of the Methodist Protestant Church
give no data of the settlement or dismissal of pas-

tors. From old members of the church, however, I

gain the following names of those who served the

church in this capacity (the list is probably complete,

though the names are not given in the order of suc-

cession) : William M. Stillwell, Stephen Treadwell,

Abram Glasgow, Stephen Remington, • Shemeall,

Vredenburgh, James Summerbell, Aaron G.

Brewer, Richard K. Diossy, James Rolliston, William

McCutcheon, William H. Bosely, William Cliff, Sam-

uel M. Henderson, Jacob Timberman, Wade,
Elizur W. Griswold, Merwin Lent, William H. John-

son, John L. Amblei', Joseph J. Smith, Joshua Hud-
son, Thomas K. Witsel, John H. Painter, M. E. Rude,

AVilliam C. Clarke."

CHAPTER LX.

KEDDUsTG (Continued).

MISCELLANEOUS.

Masonic—Ark Lodge, No. 39, F. and A. M.—Lynch Cliapter, R. A. M.—
Odd-Fellows— Anti-Slavery Society—Schools, Public and Private

—

Manufacturing Interests—Murder and Suicide—Biographical.

MASONIC.

ARK LODGE, NO. 39, F. AND A. M.

The first Masonic body organized in this town was

Ark Lodge, No. 39, F. and A. M. The petition for

the lodge was presented Oct. 19, 1796, but the prayer

of its petition was not granted until May 17, 1797.

The first Master was William Heron. The lodge con-

tinued to work until May 12, 1839, when its charter

was surrendered. It was reorganized Dec. 23, 1869,

with tlie following charter members : David H. Mil-

ler, Charles A. Jennings, Charles H. Canfield, Lewis

Northrup, Charles O. Olmstead, David E. Smith, H.
R. Osborn, E. Thompson, Aaron H. Davis, Tuzon

Jelliff, Seth P. Beers, and Waterman Bates.

The present ofiicers of the lodge are as follows

:

Mervin D. Keeler, W. M.
;
Augustus W. Merwin,

S. W.
;
Henry M. Taylor, J. W. ; Aaron H. Davis,

Treas. ; David H. Miller, Sec. ; Rev. Edward L.

Bray, Chap. ; Nathan Perry, S. D. ;
Henry Hohman,

J. D. ; Lewis Quien, S. Stew. ; Eli B. Godfrey,

J. Stew. ; Waterman Bates, Tiler.

LYNCH CHAPTER, R. A. M.

On Aug. 8, 1801, a meeting of sundry Royal Arch

Masons was held at the residence of Andrew L. Hills,

when it was voted to present a petition to the Grand
Cliapter in New York pi"aying for a wai'rant to hold

a chapter of Royal Arch Masons in the towns of Red-

ding and Weston. Said petition was heard and a

warrant granted. The name "Lynch Chapter and
Heron Mark Lodge" was adopted. The following

officers were installed : High Priest, Jesse Beach

;

King, William Heron
;

Scribe, Nathan Wheeler.

This chapter met alternately in Redding and Weston,

and continued its labors until Feb. 4, 1828, when its

charter was surrendered.
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The following names appear on the record: Joshua

Adams, Jr., Jesse Beach, William Bennitt, Piatt I'eii-

nitt, Gabriel Baldwin, Henry Bardsley, lOli Bardsley,

Ebenezer Beach, Noah W. Bradley, Jlyatt JJanks,

Ezra Bennett, Isaac Beach, Burr Diivis, Thomas N.

Couch, Nathan Couch, Jonathan Couch, Isaac Coley,

Hezekiah Couch, Simon A. Couch, Edward Couch,

Jonathan Croffut, Preston Durant, Andrew Fairchild,

Sturges Fanton, Lemuel Judson, Beach Jennings,

Ezra Lewis, Samuel M. Munson, Enoch Merchant,

Daniel Marsh, Ebenezer Merritt (2d), John B. Mer-

ritt, David A. Marsh, William Morr(nvs, Benjajnin

Meeker, Jos. Oakley, Jr., Peter C. Oakley, Daniel

Odle, G. H. Osborn, Charles Dart, Hezekiah Read,

Jr., John E. Read, Hezekiah Summers, Eli Sanford,

Silas M. Shepard, Jos. S. Shclton, Asahel Sanford,

Samuel Thorp, Wakeman Thorp, Turney Roberts,

Nathan Wheeler, 'Squire Winton, Levi Wheeler, Cal-

vin Wheeler, Jr., Ephraim Wheeler, Sctli Wheeler,

Alden Winton, Jos. D. Winton, Edwin Wheeler.

A lodge of Odd-Fellows was at one time in ojiera-

tion at Redding Ridge, but was long since disbanded.

ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY.

One of the earliest anti-slavery societies in the

State was organized in Georgetown in December,

1838. Dr. Erasmus Hudson and Rev. Nathaniel Col-

ver were appointed by the Connecticut Anti-Slavery

Society agents for the evangelization of the State,

and in October, 1838, entered Fairfield County in the

furtherance of their mission. They lectured at Sher-

man, Danbury, Redding, Georgetown, and Norwalk,

being driven from each place in succession by mobs,

^\•ho abused and threatened, and in some cases stoned,

them. At Norwalk they were burnt in effigy and as-

sailed with brickbats and all manner of missiles. At
Weston they organized the first society in the county.

In November a call was issued for a convention to be

held in Redding (Georgetown), Dec. 12, 1838. On
November 29th, Messrs. Colver and Hudson went to

Georgetown to hold meetings. They met on Monday
night in the Baptist church, but the mob was so vio-

lent that the meeting was adjourned until Tuesday
evening. All through Tuesday there was great com-
motion among the enemies of the cause, and this cul-

minated in the evening, when a mob composed of

men and boys, some with painted faces and some
wearing masks, surrounded the church and assailed it

with stones, clubs, and hideous outcries. Being dis-

persed by the citizens, the band betook itself to quieter

forms of mischief. Dr. Hudson drove to the meeting

a beautiful milk-white horse, and on that night his

tail Avas sheared so closely that it rescnd)led a corn-

cob, and other outrages were committed. At this

meeting a society was organized, called the George-

town Anti-Slavery Society. The constitution of this

Society bears date Dec. 4, 1838; its officers were:

President, Eben Hill
;
Secretary, William Wakeman

;

Treasurer, John 0. St. John.

SCHOOLS.

The first refenjnce in the t^iwn rer;ords in regard to

schofds is uniler date Dec. 20, 1737, when it was votcl

to have a parish s(;hor>l. It was also voted tliat tsaid

school be divided into three parts,—that is to say,

"five months in that quarter called the Ridge, five

months on the west side of the parish near the mill,

and two months at Lonetownc, understanding that

the centre of division is the meeting-house, and that

Stephen Burr belongs to the west side." The first

school committee consisted of John Read, Joseph Lee,

Joseph Sanford, John Hull, Nathan Lion, Stephen

Morehouse, and Daniel Lyon.

Dec. 19, 1792, appears the following vote: "That
the school money be lodged with the treasurer, and
he to collect the interest arising on the school-bonds

annually by the first day of Ajjril, the interest already

arisen and unpaid to be collected forthwith ; and in

failure of payment of back interest, he to send the

bond, or bonds, and collect principal and interest,

and to conduct in the same manner on neglect of an-

nual payment of interest on said bonds, and to pay

said interest and school money to the school com-

mittee as it may be appropriated by the committee

of the districts annually."

" As to the source or origin of these school bonds,"

says Mr. Todd, "or by whom taken, I am unable to

give a positive answer. The town of Redding has a

school fund of four hundred dollars, distinct i'roni the

State fund, and which dates back to a period beyond
the reach of memory or tradition. It is more than

probable, however, that it was the sum realized from

the sale of lands in Litchfield County in 1733, called

western lands, and which was divided among the sev-

eral towns in pro2>ortion to their poll-list and rata1)lc

estate for that year, and to be secured and forever im-

proved for the use of the schools kept in said towns

according to law. Redding, unlike most of her sister

towns, has preserved this fund inviolate, and still uses

its proceeds in support of her schools. In 1795 came
the sale of the AVestern Reserve and Connecticut's

munificent grant to her common schools, which has

put them in the front rank of educational force* and
contributed so much to the material prosperity of the

State. In October of that year the inhabitants of

Redding met and formed themselves into a school so-

ciety, in order that they ' might have the advantage

of the moneys arising from the sale of western lauds.'

Peter Sanford, James Rogers, and Simeon Munger
were the first committee chosen by this society. Prior

to 1870 the cost of supporting the schools above that

derived from the school funds was borne by the pa-

rents or guardians of the scholars, biU in that year

the Legislature passed a law compelling the towns to

maintain free schools, and this plan has since been

pursued."

The town is organized into school districts as fol-

lows: District No. 1, Centre; District No. 2. Ridge;

District No. 3, Couch's Hill; District No. 4. Diamond
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Hill ; District No. 5, Boston ; District No. 6, Hull
;

District No. 7, Umpawaug ; District No. 8, Lonetown ;

District No. 9, Pickett's Ridge ; District No. 10,

Foundry; District No. 11 (half-district), Georgetown
;

District No. 12 (half-district), Florida; District No.

13 (half-district), Rock House.

For present condition of schools, see General His-

tory.

The Hill Academy was incorporated in 1878 with

the following trustees: Francis A. Sanford, Aaron

Treadwell, John Todd, X. Alanson Welton, Stephen

Sanford, Thaddeus M. Abbott, and Arthur B. Hill.

The officers of the corporation are as follows : Presi-

dent, Francis A. Sanford
;

Vice-President, T. M.
Abbott; Secretary, Arthur B. Hill; Treasurer, Aaron

Treadwell
;
Auditor, Stephen Sanford. This school

was founded by Rev. Aaron S. Hill, of New Haven,

who donated the sum of five thousand dollars for its

endowment. The first principal was T. M. W. George,

of Hartford, who remained until July 1, 1879. At
present no school is being held, and the fund is left

to accumulate.

SELECT SCHOOLS.

From a very early period to the present time Red-

ding has had many very excellent select schools.

Among the earliest were those kept by S. Samuel

Smith, Esq., at the centre, and Rev. Jonathan Bart-

lett, in the present dwelling of Mr. Lemuel Sanford.

This latter school attained a high reputation. The
first boarding-school was opened by Mr. Walker

Bates in about 1825. A few years later a school was

commenced at the centre by Eli Gilbert, and in 1836

two schools were established at Redding Ridge,—one

by John Osborne, and the other by Aaron B. Wilson.

Tlic Redding Institute was founded by Daniel San-

ford, A.M., in 1847. It was a successful school, and

Mr. Sanford remained in charge until 1867, when he

retired, and Edward P. Shaw became principal, re-

maining as such until 1878, when the institution was

discontinued. A boarding-school was opened by

Burton Bradley in 1850, and also one by Miss Polly

Selleck in 1844 for young ladies, both of which were

quite successful.

The Misses Sanford' s School.— The school for young

children conducted by the Misses Sanford is the only

select school now in the town. This is an excellent

and very successful school, where not only young

children but more advanced scholars are pupils.

MANUFACTURING INTERESTS.

Although Redding is an inland town, and prior to

1850 was crossed by no railway, still some of the ear-

liest manufacturing establishments in the county were

located here. Here were the iron-smelting works of

Oliver Sanford, at Sanfordtown, which were destroyed

by the great freshet in 1805. Abraham Fairchild had

a fulling-mill as early as 1742, on the Saugatuck, near

Nobb's Crook. Comstock, Foster & Co. erected a

woolen-mill in 1812, near the site of the old fulling-

mill; this was burned in 1843 or 1844. Ephraim
Sanford commenced the manufacture of carriages in

about 1800, which was continued by various persons

with varying success and finally discontinued.

"Subsequently," says Todd's "History," " Mr. E.

A. Sanford formed a partnership with Charles Dun-
comb, and later with G. A. Sanford, by whom the

business was conducted with varying success. In its

palmiest days this firm did a large business, employ-

ing from twenty-five to thirty men, and maintaining

a depot for their goods in New York. Mr. Aaron
Bartram built a carriage-factory in 1840 (now stand-

ing), and in company with Mr. Eben Wilson did a

large business for a term of years. Mr. Bradley San-

ford began the manufacture of carriage-axles in San-

fordtown in 1833, and continued it until 1838, when
he was succeeded by Mr. G. A. Sanford.*

" Hat-making was at one time a prominent indus-

try in Redding. To Mr. Billy Comstock is due the

credit of erecting the first hat-manufactory, which

stood near his house in the Boston District. Mr.

Daniel Gould had a large hat-shop in Lonetown, and

later Mr. Jesse Banks carried on the business some-

what extensively in Sanfordtown. He employed at

one time from twenty-five to thirty men, and supplied

the Southern and West India market. Mr. Milo Lee

also carried on the business for a number of years,

first with Mr. Banks, and afterwards in a factory near

his house. Bricks were made at one time by Mr.

Alanson Lyon on Redding Ridge, and in the same

district a large shirt-manufactory was once in success-

ful operation under the management of Mr. Curtis

Fanton and his son, Henry Fanton. In 1856 the

Redding Manufacturing Company was organized in

Sanfordtown for the manufacture of pins and other

small articles in brass. The large building in San-

fordtown still known as the pin-factory was built by

this company ; for a time its prospects for a successful

career were excellent, but, owing to some mismanage-

ment on the part of the directors, it soon proved a

failure.

" The Hill Limekiln in Lonetown is perhaps the

oldest lime-burning establishment in the State. It

was probably opened at an early day by Col. John

Read, who was the owner of the tract of land in

which the quarry is situated. In 1810 it came into

the possession of John R. Hill, a grandson of Col.

Read, who conducted an extensive business and ac-

quired a fortune. Mr. Hill retired in 1823, and was

succeeded at different periods by his sons Aaron S.

Hill, Moses Hill, William Hill, and John L. Hill.

These gentlemen conducted the business with the

same energy and success that had characterized their

father's management. Since Mr. John L. Hill's re-

tirement the business has been conducted successively

by Messrs. Ames & Osborne, Barnes, Smith, and

Philo Wood.t ,

* This branch of biisines3 is discontinued.

t It is now conducted by Mr. Wood, and is an extensive business.
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" In 1842, 'Squire James Sanford built a foundry on

the Aspetuck River, in the Foundry District, and en-

tered largely into the manufiicturc of agricultunil

implements. He had before invented an improved

hay-cutting machine, in which the cutting was done

by revolving cylinders furnished with knives, which

he manufactured here, and which had an extensive

sale throughout the country. This foundry is almost

the only one of the old-time industries of Redding

that remains in successful operation to this day.

"The Aspetuck River, dashing through a gorge in

this district, furnishes abundant water-power, and'

this the skill and energy of the Sanford brothers has

utilized in the manufacture of buttons. Their three

button-factories have a capacity of between three

hundred and four hundred gross of buttons per day.

They employ twenty-eight hands, and have made this

district one of the busiest and most prosperous lo-

calities in the town."

THE GILBERT & BENNETT MANUFACTUIiING COMPANY.

The works of the Gilbert & Bennett Manufac-

turing Company are located partly in this and partly in

the adjoining town of Wilton, in the village of George-

town. They manufacture iron and galvanized wire,

iron, brass, galvanized, and painted wire-cloth, sieves,

riddles, coal-screens, cheese- and meat-safes, ox-muz-

zles, galvanized twist wire netting, etc.

This concern is one of the oldest in its line in the

country. The business was established by Benjamin

Gilbert in 1818. Some years after, a copartnership was

formed by Wm. J. Gilbert, Sturges Bennett, E. 0. Hurl-

butt, and E. Gilbert, under the name of Gilbert, Ben-

nett & Co., under which name the business was con-

ducted until May, 1874, when the upper mills were

destroyed by fire, causing a loss to the concern of over

one hundred thousand dollars. At this time there were

one hundred and twenty -five persons employed by the

company. Immediately after the fire the concern was

incorporated under the name of the Gilbert & Bennett

Manufacturing Company (capital, one hundred and
seventy-five thousand dollars), with Sturges Bennett

as president, David H. Miller secretary, and W. W.
Beers treasurer.

The main factory, situated in Redding, and built on
the ground formerly occupied by the one destroyed by
fire, is a stone and brick building three hundred and
thirteen by fifty-six and a half feet, three stories high,

with a galvanized iron roof The power used is a fifty

horse-power water-wheel and a seventy-five horse-

power steam-engine. In this building are the power-

looms for weaving shade wire-cloth, twisting-machines

for making wire netting and fencing. In the centre

of the building is a powerful saw-mill, where all the

lumber used in the manufacture of sieves, safes, etc.,

is cut up and prepared.

The two mills owned by the company situated in

the town of Wilton are used for drawing wire, weaving
wire, and galvanizing. The power is improved by

40

two water-wheels of seventy horse-power, 'i'lie force

of mechanics emi)loyed at present is one hundred.

The officers are: I'resident, Sturges Bennett; Sec-

retary, David H. Miller; Treasurer, E. Gilbert; Su-

perintendent, Samuel J. Miller.

BIOGRAPHICAL, Etc.*

" .John Barlow, the poet and statesman, was born in

Redding, March 24, 17.'54. He received his early edu-

cation first from the Rev. Mr. Bartlett, pastor of the

Congregational Cliurch in Redding, and second at

Moor's preparatory school for boys, near Hanover,

N. H. He entered Dartmouth College in 1774, at

the age of twenty, and shortly after removed to New
Haven and was entered at Yale. His college course

was a highly creditable one in many respects. During

the college terms he was a faithful student, especially

winning distinction for literary attainments; and

during the long summer vacations he joined tlie Con-

tinental army as a volunteer and aided in fighting the

battles of his country. He graduated in 1778. From
1779 to 1783 he was chaplain of one of the Connecticut

regiments in the Revolutionary army. Shortly after

leaving the army, in 1783, he married Miss Ruth

Baldwin, daughter of Michael Baldwin, Esq., of New
Haven, and in 1785 settled as a lawyer in Hartford,

Conn.
" In Hartford, Mr. Barlow appears as lawyer, jour-

nalist (editor of the American Mercury), bookseller,

and poet. In the latter capacity he produced a re-

vision of Dr. Watts' 'Imitation' of the Psalms, and

also, in 1787, his famous poem, ' The Vision of

Columbus.'
" In 1789 he accepted from the Sciota Land Com-

pany the position of foreign agent for the sale of their

lands in Europe, and went to England, and later to

France, for this purpose; but shortly after his arrival

the company made a disgraceful failure, and he was

again thrown on his own resources. Fortunately, his

literary reputation had made him quite a lion in the

French capital, and he easily succeeded in obtaining

work on the French journals. Later he embarked in

some mercantile ventures, which j>roved successful

and brought him a competence. He at first partici-

pated actively in the French Revolution, which broke

out soon after his arrival in France, but, becoming

disgusted with the atrocities of the Jacobins, he with-

drew and went over to England.

"In London, in 1791, he published his 'Advice to

the Privileged Ordei-s,'—a work which drew out a

formal eulogium from Fox in the House of Commons.
This was succeeded in 1792 by his 'Conspiracy of

Kings,' a poem so bitterly hostile to royalty that he

found it prudent to leave England for France imme-

diately on its publication. On his return to France

at this time the privileges of French citizenship were

conferred on him, before accorded to but two Amer-

icans, Washington and Hamilton.

* TJio foUdw ing is cliiofly fiviii TixUi's " History of Bedding."
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" In 1793 he accompanied Gregorie, former Bishop

of Blois, and other dignitaries, to Savoy, and aided in

organizing that country into a department of the re-

public. While here he wrote his 'Hasty Pudding,'

the mock-lieroic, half-didactic poem which has chiefly

endeared him to his countrymen.
" In 1795, President Washington appointed him con-

sul to Algiers, with instructions to ratify the long-pend-

ing treaty with the Day and to liberate the American

prisoners there. Col. Humphreys, American minister

to Portugal, an old friend of Mr. Barlow, himself

came to Paris to urge him to accept
;
and, proving suc-

cessful, the two friends left Paris on the 12th of Sep-

tember, 1795, for Lisbon. From Lisbon, Mr. Barlow

proceeded to Algiers i;ia Alicant, and after a year and

a half of effort succeeded in ratifying the treaty and

in liberating the captives. He then returned to France.

During the succeeding eight years he resided in an

elegant villa near Paris, formerly the property of the

Count Clermont Tonnere, enjoying the friendship of

the chief men of the nation, as well as that of all

Americans of eminence who visited the capital.

" But in 1805 the desire to once more revisit the land

he had left seventeen years before became too strong

to be resisted longer, and, disposing of his estates in

France, he returned in July of this year to America.

He was warmly received in his native land, and after

an extensive tour, extending into the Western coun-

try, he returned to Washington, where he built an

elegant mansion called ' Kalorama,' and which was

widely famed in its day for its beauty and elegance

and as being the resort of all the famous men of the

times. At Kalorama, Barlow gave his chief attention

to the cultivation of the Muses and to philosophical

studies. Here, in 1808, he finished his great poem,
' The Columbiad,' which was printed at Philadelphia,

and was one of the most elegant volumes ever issued

from the American press. He also busied himself

with collecting materials for a general history of the

United States.

" In 1811, President Madison offered him the re-

sponsible position of minister to France, in the hope

that his reputation and his influence with the French
government might secure for us a treaty giving indem-

nity for past spoliations on our commerce and security

from further depredations. Barlow accepted the posi-

tion from motives of the purest patriotism, in the belief

that his talents and position might be made useful to

his country. He sailed from Annapolis in July,

1811, in the historic frigate ' Constitution,' Capt. Hull,

which had been placed at his disposal by the govern-

ment. His negotiations with Napoleon while on this

mission were conducted through the Duke de Bassano,

Minister of Foreign Affairs, and covered a space of

nearly a year and a half Napoleon acknowledged

the justice of the claims of the United States, and
expressed a willingness to ratify a treaty of indem-

nity ; but he was so absorbed in directing the cam-

paign against Russia, and in his other operations on

the European field, that it was very difficult to bring

the matter to a satisfactory conclusion.

" At length, on the 25th of October, 1812, Mr. Bar-

low received a letter from the Duke de Bassano, writ-

ten at Wilna, Poland, saying that the emperor had
deputed the business of the treaty to him, and that

if Mr. Barlow would come to Wilna he had no doubt

but that the treaty might be speedily ratified. Bar-

low, on receipt of the note, at once set out, and, trav-

eling night and day, reached Wilna about December
1st, only to find the village filled with fugitives from

Napoleon's retreating army, while the duke was out

on the frontiers hurrying forward reinforcements to

cover the emperor's retreat. Disappointed in his

mission, he hastened to retrace his steps ; but at Zar-

niwica, an obscure village in Poland, he was seized

with an acute attack of pneumonia, the result of pri-

vations and exposure, which terminated his life Dec.

26, 1812. He was buried in the little village where
he died, and a marble pillar was erected by Mrs. Bar-

low to his memory. No friendly pen has ever written

the poet's biography, and his memory has pretty much
faded from the minds of his countrymen ; but there

were few men of his day more widely known, or who
did deeds more worthy of grateful recognition by the

American people.

"'Stephen Russell Mallory, second son of Charles

Mallory, of Redding, Conn., was born in the West In-

dies in 1814, and came to the United States when but

three months old. In 1819 he accompanied his father

to Florida, and was placed at an "old field school"

near Mobile, from whence he was removed to the

academy at Nazareth, Pa., where he spent several

years. He returned to Florida in 1830, and estab-

lished his residence at Key West, where he embraced

the profession of law. Mr. Mallory has filled many
important trusts under the State and general govern-

ments, and was collector of the customs and superin-

tendent of the revenue at Key West under Mr. Polk.

In 1850 he was elected to the United States Senate

for the term of six years.' The above is from Glea-

son's Pictorial Companion for 1853. Mr. Mallory's

subsequent career as Secretary of the Confederate

Navy is familiar to the reader.

" Dudley Sanford Gregory, mayor of Jersey City,

N. J., and prominently identified with the early his-

tory of that city, was a native of Redding.

"Maj.-Gen. Darius Couch was born of Redding
parents, in South East, New York, July 25, 1822.

The following sketch of his career, taken largely

from Cullum's ' History of the Oflicers and Gradu-

ates of the United States Military Academy,' will be

read with interest :

"'Darius N. Coucli, born in New Yorit, appointed from New York,

cadet at United States Military Academy from July 1, 1842, to July 1,

184C, when he was gi aduated and promoted in the army to brevet second

lieutenant, Fourth Artillery. Served in the war with Mexico in 1840-48,

beingengaged in the battle of Buena Vista, Mexico, as second lieutenant

in Capt. Washington's Battery, light artillery, for which he was brevetted

first lieutenant for gallant and meritorious conduct. Participating in
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occupation of the Seminole country in 1852-53, he planned and executed

at his own expense a scientific expedition iiit^) Central and Northern

Mexico, tlie results of which were very creditaljle U) his eiitei7)riae. Ho

married, in 1854, adaugliter of lion. S. L. Crocker, of Taunton, Muss., and

granddaugliter of Isaiali Thomas, founder of tiie Antiquaiian Society of

Worcester, Mass., and author of tiio " IliBttjry of Printing." The next

year he resigned from tlie army. At the breaking out of tlio llehellion,

being settled in Taunton, Mass., lie raised the Seventh Regiment Ma*sa-

cliusetts Volunteers, and proceeded to Wasliington in July, 18C1. Was
made brigadier-general in August, and assigned to the command of a

brigade in tlie defense of that city. In McCIellan's campaign on the

Peninsula, Gen. Couch commanded tlie First Division, Fourth Army
Corps, holding the left of the line at tlie siege of Yorktown. At tlie

battle of Fair Oaks his brave division held their ground for more than

two hours against tlie combined attack of the Coufetlerate troops. With

part of his division he reinforced Hooker in the hot action of Oak Gi'ove,

June 26, 18G2, and was in various skirmishes during the Seven Days

until July 1st, on whicli morning Gen. JleClellan po.sted him on the main

road leading to Itichmond, where was fought the successful battle of Mal-

vern Hill.

'
' Being promoted to the rank of major-general, July 4, 18C2, ho

joined Pope with his division on the retreat from Manassas, in tlie Northern

Virginia campaign. October, 1862, in command of the Second Army
Corps, campaign of the Rappahannock. At Fredericksburg, December

12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th, it fell upon Gen. Couch to assault Marye's

Heights, in which desperate work that brave magnificent Second Army
Corps lost more than four thousand men. The lose of his corps at the

disastrous battle of Cliancellorsville, where he was second in command,

was very heavy. In November, 1804, he joined Thomas, who was be-

sieged at Nashville, and was assigned by the commander to the command
of an army corps. In the battle which followed he conima.ndod a divi-

sion, turned Hood's left, and captured several pieces of artillery and

many prisoners. In North Carolina, March, April, and May, aiding

Sherman in closing the war. Resigned in June, 1865, the Rebellion having

been crushed out.

" 'The general has for several years resided at Norwalk, Conn., having

been quartermaster-general at Hartford during the years 1877-78.'

" Hon. Gideon H. Hollister, of Litchfield, is a de-

scendant of two of our Redding families. He was

born Dec. 14, 1818, in Washington, Conn., and grad-

uated at Yale College in 1840 ; studied law in Litch-

field, and was admitted to the bar in April, 1842.

He practiced law in Litchfield until 1859, when he

opened an office in New York. He went as United

States charge d'affaires to Hayti when that country

was under the administration of Salnave. In 1855

he published a ' History of Connecticut' in two vol-

umes, of which two editions, of two thousand copies

each, have been exhausted. He is the, author of

three historical dramas, one of them bearing the

title ' Thomas a Becket.' He has also written a legal

treatise on the law of eminent domain. Mr. Hol-
lister is now engaged in writing a history of Hayti.

"Attorney-Gen. Bates, of Missouri, was of Red-
ding ancestry.

"Judge Strong, of the United States Supreme
Court, spent his childhood and youth in Redding,
and made his maiden plea here before a justice

court.*

" Mrs. Dora Goodale, a writer for Scribner's, is a

native of Redding, being a descendant of Col. John
Read, one of the earliest settlers. She is the mother
of Elaine and Dora Goodale, the child-poets, whose

* He was a son of Rev. William L. Strong, former pastor at this place.

Rev. Edward Strong, formerly of New Haven, and of Pittsfield, Mass.,
was another son, and spent u portion of his early days in this town.

charming verses have been so warmly welcomed by

the American public.

"In the several j)rofessions Redding has been well

represented. Dr. Asahel Fitch, the fir/it physician

who settled in the town, is nmcmbered in Fairfield

County as a worthy man, and one of its mo.st respect-

able practitioners of medicine. He was among the

principal pioneers in the formation of the county so-

ciety, but died soon after its organi^-ation. His death

occurred in 1792, or about that period. I understand

that he was the grandfather of Professor Knight, of

Yale College.

" Among the physicians of Fairfield County who en-

joyed a long and successful practice was Dr. Tiiomas

Davies of Redding. He removed to Redding in 1793,

on the decease of Dr. Fitch, and there continued in

the duties of his profession until his death, which oc-

curred in 1831. Mr. Davies possessed the reputation

of being among the first of the physicians of the

county who assumed regular obstetrical duties, and

so successful were his labors that he became particu-

larly eminent in that department.

"The doctor was once summoned as an important

witness to appear before the court in Fairfield, and,

not appearing, the sheriff -was sent to compel liis at-

tendance. Being absent, and learning on his return

that the officer was waiting at a public-house in the

vicinity, he without notice to the official rode to Fair-

field and appeared before the court. On the question

occurring with the court regarding the costs attending

the capias, he requested one or two of his legal friends

to excuse the delinquency. The judge decided, not-

withstanding, that the law must be observed, and that

the doctor must bear the expenses. Dr. Davies then

requested a hearing in his own behalf ; which being

granted, he remarked, 'May it please the court, I am
a good citizen of the State, and since I was summoned
to attend this court I have introduced three other

good citizens into it.'

" The court replied that for so good a plea he would

leave the parties to pay the expenses.

" Rev. Thomas F. Davies, Sr., formerly pastor of

the Congregational Church at Huntington, Conn., now
editor of the Christian Spectator, published in New
Haven, and minister of the Congregational Cluireh in

Green's Farms, Conn., was his only sou.

" L. Sanford Davies, Esq., who at one time was set-

tled at Waterbury, was mayor of the city, and held

the office of judge of Probate and other prominent

positions, is a son of the Rev. Thomas F. Davies.

Another son is the Rev. Thomas F. Daviej, D.D.,

now of Philadelphia, a clergyman of the Episcopal

Church in that city.

" Among the later practitioners of the town. Dr.

Charles Gorham was very widely known and re-

spected. He was the son of Meeker (rorham and

Elizabeth Hubbell of Greenfield Hill, in the town of

Fairfield. He began the study of medicine with Dr.

Jehiel Williams, of New Milford, and afterwards puiC
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sued his studies at the College of Physicians and Sur-

geons in New York. He settled in Redding in 1816,

at the age of twenty-one years, and practiced as a

physician and surgeon in Fairfield County forty-two

years. He man-ied Mary, daughter of William King

Comstock, of Danbury. Dr. Gorham is described as

a man of more than ordinary strength of character,

with a well-balanced mind and sound judgment. He
was fond of scientific investigations, and was remark-

able for close observation and power of analysis. He
died at his residence. Redding Centre, Sept. 15, 1859.

" Dr. Moses H. Wakeman came to this place for the

practice of his profession in 1858, and still continues

here in the enjoyment of an extensive and lucrative

practice. He has been, and is, considered one of the

most successful and skillful physicians of the day.

" Anna M. Reed, who located a few years since at

Redding Ridge, has a large and still-increasing prac-

tice not only in this but adjoining towns.

" Among clergymen may be enumerated the follow-

ing: Rev. Justus Hull, Rev. Lenuiel Hull; Rev.

Thomas F. Davies, of Philadelphia ; Rev. William

T. Hill, presiding elder of New Haven District ; Rev.

Aaron K. Sanford, presiding elder of Poughkeepsie

District, New York Conference ; Rev. Aaron S. Hill,

of New Haven; Rev. Morris Hill, of New Haven;
Rev. Moses Hill, of Norwalk ; Rev. Hawley Sanford,

of Iowa ; Rev. Morris Sanford, of Iowa ; Rev. Piatt

Treadwell ; Rev. Albert Miller, of Iowa ; Rev. Leroy

Stowe, of Milford, Conn. ; and Rev. A. B. Sanford, of

Brooklyn, N. Y.
" The following State senators have been natives or

citizens of Redding: Thomas B. Fanton, elected in

1841 ; Lemuel Sanford, 1847 ; Cortes Merchant, 1855
;

Francis A. Sanford, 1865; James Sanford, 1870;

Jonathan R. Sanford, 1877.

" Thomas Sanford, former high sherifi"of the county,

and at one time nominee of the Democratic party for

comptroller of the State
;
Henry Sanford, of New

York, superintendent of Adams' Express Company;
Aaron Sanford, of Newtown, present high sheriff" of

Fairfield County; and Albert Hill, city engineer of

New Haven, are natives of Redding."

CHAPTER LXL
REDDING (Continued).

CIVIL, MILITARY, AND DOCUMENTARY HISTORY.

Organization of the Parish—Organization of tlie Town—List of Repre-

sentatives—Probate Judges—Extracts from Town Records—Origin and

Oi tliography of Name of Town—Military Record—List of Soldiers.

CIVIL HISTORY.

THE PARISH.

In the year 1723 a petition was presented to the

General Court praying that the settlement might be

organized into a parish, but the opposition of Fair-

field defeated the project, and, although the matter

was agitated from time to time, it was not until 1729

that the parish of Redding was constituted.* The
first meeting of the parish was held June 5, 1729.

THE TOWN.

The town was incorporated in May, 1767, and on

the 15th of the following month the first town ofiicers

were chosen, as follows (Col. John Read was chosen

moderator of the meeting, and Lieut. Stephen Mead
was elected clerk for the ensuing year) : Selectmen,

Stephen Mead, Ephraim Jackson, Daniel Hill ; Con-

stables, David Lyon, Asahel Fitch, Daniel Hall

;

Fence-Viewers, Benjamin Hamilton, Zalmon Read;

Listers, Peter Fairchild, Lemuel Sanford, Jr., David
Jackson ; Grand Jurymen, Thomas Fairchild, Jona-

than Couch
;
Treasurer, Gurdon Merchant

;
Tithing-

men, Paul Bartram, Thomas Fairchild, Eleazer Smith,

Jr.
;
Pound-Keepers, Ebenezer Williams, Ebenezer

Couch ; Sealer of Leather, Gershom Morehouse

;

Sealer of Weights, Benjamin Meeker, Jonathan Mal-

lory. Ephraim Jackson, Capt. Henry Lyon, and

Gurdon Merchant were made a committee to take all

proper and lawful methods to clear the highways.

The town by vote made the pound by Elizabeth San-

ford's the " town pound," and voted " to use the

school-house by the old meeting-house for ye place

for holding ye town-meetings in ye future."

REPRESENTATIVES FROM 1767 TO 1881.

1767, Col. John Read; 1708, Capt. Steplien Mead
; 1769, Col. John Read,

Capt. Henry Lyon
; 1770, Capt. Stephen Mead, Lemuel Sanford, Col.

John Read
;
1771, Col. John Read, Lemuel Sanford, Hezekiah San-

ford
;
1772, Col. John Read, Hezeldali Sanford

; 1773, Col. John Read,

Hezeki.-ih Sanford, Lemuel Sanford, James Rogers; 1774, William

Ha^yley, Peter Fairchild, Lemuel Sanford ; 1775, William Hawley,

Lemuel Sanford
;
177G, Hezekiah Sanford, Seth Sanford, Samuel San-

ford, Jr., Stephen Betts, Jr.; 1777, Lemuel Sanford, Daniel Sanford;

1778, Seth Sanford, Lenmel Sanford, William Heron; 1779, Seth

Sanford, William Hawley, William Heron; 1780, William Hawley,

William Heron, Lemuel Sanford, Setli Sanford
; 1781, Capt. William

Hawley ; 1782, Stephen Betts, Lemuel Sanford
; 1783, Stephen Betts,

Thaddeus Benedict, Lemuel Sanford; 1784, Hezekiah Sanford,

Thaddeus Benedict, Lemuel Sanford, William Heron; 1785, Heze-

kiah Sanford, William Heron
;

1781), William Hawley, Hezekiah

Sanford, M'illiam Heron; 1787-89, Lenmel Sanford, William Heron;

1790, Thaddeus Benedict, William Heron, Andrew L. Hill; 1791,

Hezekiah Sanford, Andrew L.Hill; 1792, Hezekiah Sanford, An-

drew L. Hill, Aaron Barlow; 1793, Hezekiah Sanford, Andrew L.

Hill, Simeon Munger; 1794, Thaddeus Benedict, Aaron Barlow;

1705, Thaddeus Benedict, Aaron Barlow, William Heron, Andrew L.

Hill
;
1796, William Heron, James Rogers ;

1797-98, Simeon Munger,

Seth Samuel Smith
;
1799, Simeon Munger, Stephen Jackson; 1800,

Simeon Munger, Seth Samuel Smith, Andrew L. Hill, Stephen Jack-

- son
;
1801, Andrew L. Hill, Stephen Jackson, Simeon Munger, Peter

Sanford; 1802, S. Samuel Smith, Andrew L. Hill, Aaron Sanford,

Joshua King ; 1803, Seth S. Smith, Andrew L. Hill
;
1804, Seth S.

Smith, Simeon Munger, Peter Sanford; 1805, Seth Samuel Smith,

Andrew L. Hill, Simeon Munger, Peter Sanford; 1806, Andrew L.

Hill, Simeon Munger; 1807, Andrew L. Hill, Simeon Munger, Seth

Samuel Smith, Lemuel Sanford
;
1808, Andrew L. Hill, Lemuel San-

ford
;
1809-10, Andrew L. Hill, Lemuel Sanford; 1811, Samuel

Whiting, Peter Sanford, Andrew L. Hill; 1812, Andrew L. Hill,

Lemuel Sanford; 1813, Lemuel Sanford, Samuel Whiting; 1S14,

Lemuel Sanford, Samuel Whiting, John Meeker; 1815, Jonathan

E. Sanford, Samuel Whiting, Simeon Munger, Hezekiah Bead, Jr.;

* See Colonial Records, vol. vii. pp. 231, 232.
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1810, Isanc Bench, ire/.oldali Koad, Jr., Samuel Wliiting; 1817, Isruic

Beach, Bonjaiiiin Meeker, Jonathan Meeker, John It. Iliil; \HIH,

Billy Comstock, Aaron Sanforil, Jr., William Sariforil, John Meeker;

1810, Billy ConiBtock, TFezekiah Head, Jr,
;
1820, iBaae Coley, Jona-

than R. Sanford; 1821, Daniel Barlow, Selh Wheeler; 182.', Billy

Comstock, John R. Ilill
;
1823, John R. Hill, Aaron Sanford, Jr.;

1824, Ephraim Sanford, Rowland Fahton
;

182.'), IVniijaniin 'Meeker,

William Sanford; 182G, Joel Merchant, Michael Jenninffl; 1827,

Thomas B. Fauton, Gersliom Sherwood; 1828, John M. Heron, Wil-

liam Sanford; 1829, Aaron Sanford, Daniel Barlow; 18;i(), Gershoni

Sherwood, Gurdon Bartram
;

IS.'il, Jonathan R. Sanford, Jared Olm-

stcad; 1832, Ralph Sanford, Walker Bate.s
;

18.'!:i, Jaeoh Wanzer,

Thaddeus B. Read; 1831, Thomas B. Fanton, Bradley Hill; 1835,

Thomas B. Fanton, Walker Bates; 183(i, Ralph Sanford, Burr

Meeker; 1837, Timothy Parsons, Jesse Banks; 1838, Thomas B.

Fanton, Aaron Berry
;
1839, Thomas B. Fanton, Benjamin Meeker;

1840, Walker Bates, David S. Duncomb; 1841, Thaddens M. Ahhott,

Morris Hill; 1842, Ilezekiah Davis, Jolin W. Sanford; 1843, Edward

Starr, .Jr., Barney Bartram; 184-1, Charles Beach, Charles I). Smith;

1845, Peter S. Coley, Aaron R. Bartram
;
1840, James Sanford, Harry

Meeker; .847, Bradley Hill, Samuel S. Oshorn
;
1848, Burr Bennett,

Floyd Tucker; 1849, Daniel C. Rider, Henry Couch; 1850, Mattliew

Gregory, Rufus Mead; 18.51, Milo Loo, Frederick D. Dimon
;
1852,

Aaron Burr, Aaron B. Hull; 1853, Ehenezer Wilson, Turney San-

ford; 1854, Jonathan E. Sanford, Walker Bates; 1855, Cortes Mer-

chant, Gurdon B. Lee; 1857, Thomas Sanford, Milo Lee; 1857, John

0. St. John, David B. Sanford
;
1858, James Sanford, Benjamin S.

Boughton; 1859, John Edmond, Matthew Gregory; 18G0, .Jacob

Shaw, Daniel S. Sanford
;
18G1, Edmund T. Dudley, Matthew Greg-

ory
;
18G2, Walker Bates, George Osborn

;
18G3, John Edmond, David

H. Mead; 18G4, W.alker Bates, Aaron Treadwell
;
18G5, Tliomas B.

Fanton, William Hill; 18G6, Charles Osborne, Edward P. Shaw;

18G7, Davids. Johnson, William B. Hill; 18G8, Francis A. Sanford,

B. S. Boughton
;
18G9, Aaron H. Davis, William H. Hill

;
1870, John

S. Sanford, J. R. Sanford
;
1871, E. F. Foster, Luzon Jellitf; 1872,

Henry S. Osborn, Arthur B. Hill
; 1873, Stebbins Baxter, Moses Hill

;

1874, J. R. Sanford, Edward P. Shaw; 1875, Turney Sanford, Henry
Burr Piatt; 187G, James Sanford, Orrin Piatt; 1877, Thomas Sanford,

George F.Banks; 1878, Azariah E.Meeker, Daniel Sanford; 1879,

Harvey B. Kumsoy, George Coley; 1880, David S. Bartram, Azariah

Meeker.

PROBATE JUDGES.

The town was made a Probate district in 1839. The
judges have been as follows : Thomas B. Fanton,

Jonathan E. Sanford, Thaddeus M. Abbott, and
Lemuel Sanford, present incumbent.

SELECTMEN.

The present selectmen are Samuel S. Osborn, Ste-

phen Sanford, and George Coley ; clerk and treasurer,

Lemuel Sanford.
TOWN-HOUSE.

The first town-house was built in 1798, and stood

in the centre of the common, near the present build-

ing. It was thirty-six feet long by thirty in width,
" twelve-foot posts." It was " covered with long

cedar shingles, the sides with pine." Peter, Ezekiel,

and Aaron Sanford, Samuel Jarvis, Andrew L. Hill,

and Simon Hunger were chosen a committee " to re-

ceive proposals and contract for building the aforesaid

town-house." The present town-house was erected in

1834.

DOCUMENTARY HISTORY.

The following extracts from the town records will

prove of interest

:

Oct. 6, 1768, it was voted to " present a memorial

to the General Assembly praying that Redding be

made a county town."

March 6, 1771, it was " voted and agreed, that

whereas a Plan hath been proposed of moving U) the

(/crieral AK.scmbly in May next for the erecting a new

county, to consi.st of the towns of Oanbury, Newtown,

Ridgcfield, Redding, and New Fairfield, we are will-

ing and desirous that said towns ahall be erected a

county, and that we will assist them to endeavor to

have said county established." The comniitte,c a|<-

pointed for tliis jmrpose were David Lyon, (jiershom

Morehouse, and .James Rogers.

In October, 1773, the General Assembly pa-ssed a

resolution, " to assert, and in some proper way sup-

port their claim to those lands contained within the

limits and bounds of the charter of this Colony west-

ward of the Province of New York."

The voice of Redding on this matter is found under

date of March 14, 1774 :
" Whereas it is the ojHnion

of many of the freemen and other inhabitants of this

Colony (and of this meeting in particular) that if the

abovesaid Resolve be carried into execution it will

inevitably involve the inhabitants of Connecticut in

a long, expensive, and fruitless Litigation with Mr.

Penn ; therefore this meeting appoints as delegates

Messrs. William Hawley and Peter Fairchild to at-

tend a meeting to be held at Middletown on the last

Wednesday of Instant March to concert some proper

methods in order to put a stop to so disagreeable a

procedure."
THE NAME OF THE TOWN.

A difference of opinion has prevailed for many
years in regard to the origin and the proper way of

spelling the name of this town. There can be no

doubt but that the spelling was " Reading" when
formed into a parish, and Mr. Hoadley, State libra-

rian, who is good authority, says, " In the original

bill for making the town, in 16G7, the name seems to

have been written 'Reading,' but altered to 'Red-

ding.' In sundry editions of our statutes before 1849

the name has been spelled both ways,—one way when
the name occurs as forming a part of the county, and

the other as forming a part of a Probate district.

Since 1849 the spelling in the statutes is ' Reading." "

In the Eighteenth Connecticut Reports, in the trial

of Sherwood against the town of Weston, where the

name of Redding occurs, Mr. Day has the following

foot-note :
" I am glad of this opportunity, as I am of

every opportunity that occurs, of restoring, as far as

my example will have the effect, the original and cor-

rect orthography of the name of this town. The

prevalent corruption (Redding) is not very flattering

to the memory of Col. Bead, whose contemporaries

deemed his services and benefactions to the now cor-

poration worthy of being held in grateful remem-

brance by giving it a name derived from him."

Whether, as Mr. Day, Mr. Barber, and othei-s have

asserted, and as tradition maintains, it derived its

name from Col. John Read, or whether, as others

suppose, it took its name from Reading, in Berkshire,

England, it should be spelled " Reading."

Mr. Todd, in his " History of Redding," gives it as
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his opinion, after a thorough investigation, that " the

original name of the town was Reading, and that if

historical precedents are to be followed, it should be

so named now." He also gives Rev. Moses Hill as

authority, from information that he derived from his

father, that " at the time of its incorporation a meet-

ing was held, at which it was voted that the name of

the new town should be Redding." This is confirmed

by the statement of persons contemporary with Capt.

Ebenezer Hill, who made this statement
;
but, as no

record of such a vote is found, the doings of that as-

serted meeting cannot be considered valid.

Mr. Todd shows good judgment in spelling it Red-

ding in his " History," because the people of the town

prefer it, and it has been written that way so long

that it would not be advisable to adopt the original

spelling.
MILITARY RECORD.

Redding responded promptly to the call of our im-

periled country during the late war of the Rebellion,

and, from official returns in the adjutant-general's

office, it appears that the town furnished one hundred

and eight men for the service. The following is the

list:

SECOND REGIMENT ABTILLEKY.

Andrew H. Sanford, enl. Jan. 5, 1864 ; died iu hospital in Philadelpliia,

June 5, 18G4.

Compavjj C.

Morris H. Sanford, second lieutenant ; com. July 2T, 1862
;
pro. to first

lieutenant, Aug. 1, 1863; pro. to captain; wounded at battle of

Fiahor's Creek.

THIRD REGIMENT.

Company G.

George W. Gould, must. May 14, 1861; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

FIFTH REGIMENT.

Company A,

John H. Bennett, must. July 12, 1861 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, Sept. 1,

1863.

Rufus Mead, Jr., must. July 12, 18C1 ; re-enl. Dec. 21, 1863.

Hezekiah Sturges, must. July 12, 1861 ; died Oct. 14, 1861.

Arthur M. Thorp, must. July 12,1861; trans, to Inv. Corps, Sept. 1,

1863.

Benjamin F. Squires, must. July 12, 1861 ; served three years, and was

honorably discharged.

SIXTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

John Foster, must. Oct. 28, 1863.

Company G.

Francis De Four, must. Oct. 28, 1863.

Company G,

John Murphy, must. Oct. 28, 1863.

SEVENTH REGIMENT.

Company D.

Andrew B. Nichols, must. Sept. 5, 1861; re-enlisted; killed at battle of

Drury's Bluff, Va., May 16, 1864.

Oscar Byington, must. Sept. 5, 1861.

William Nichols, must. Sept. 5, 1861; disch. for disability, Jan. 3, 1863.

Company I.

George W. Peck, enl. Nov. 4, 1862.

Henry Clark, enl. Oct. 30, 1863.

Jerome Dufoy, enl. Nov. 6, 1863 ; killed at Olustee, Fla., Feb. 20, 1864.

Emil Durand, enl. Nov. 2, 1863.

H. R. Chamberlain, enl. Nov. 4, 1863.

Henry D. Harris, enl. Oct. 29, 1863.

Peter Hill, enl. Oct. 31, 1863 ; trans, to U. S. Navy, April 28, 1864.

Robert Hoch, enl. Nov. 3, 1863.

John Miller, enl. Nov 4, 1863.

John H. Thomas, enl. Nov. 3, 1863.

Antoine Yallori, enl. Oct. 29, 1863.

William Wilson, enl. Nov. 6, 1863.

William Watson, enl. Nov. 2, 1863 ; trans, to U. S. Navy, April 28, 1864.

EIGHTH REGIMENT.

Company H.

Aaron A. Byington. corporal ; must. Sept. 25, 1861.

Lewis Bedient, must. Sept. 25, 1861.

Tliomas Bigelow, must. Sept. 25, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863.

William Hamilton, must. Sept. 25, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863.

William H. Nichols, must. Sept. 25, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 5, 1864.

Company I.

Franklin Paine, must. Sept. 25, 1861 : died March 8, 1862.

Albert Woodruff, must. Sept. 25, 1861 ; disch. for disability May 11, 1862.

Cliarles M. Piatt, must. Sept. 25, 1861 ; eul. Feb. 24, 1864.

NINTH REGIMENT.

Michael Dillon, enl. Feb. 17, 1864.

TENTH REGIMENT.

Company D,

Francis H. Grumman, must. Sept. 21, 1861 ; died April 1, 1864.

ELEVENTH REGIMENT.

Company A.

Nathan Cornwall, sr'rgpant; must. Oct. 24,1861; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1864;

pro. to first lieutenant; prisoner at Andersonville.

Samuel B. Baxter, must. Oct. 24, 1861; disch. for disability Dec. 4, 1862.

Charles 0. Jlorgan, must. Oct. 24, 1861
;
wounded; disjh. for disability

June 3, 1864.

Company K.

George Sherman, enl. Feb. 16, 1864.

TWELFTH REGIMENT.*

Company B.

George Green, died June 11, 1863, of wounds received at Port Hudson.

FOURTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company A.

George Lover, must. .Tune 16, 1862.

Company E,

Wesley Banks, must. Oct. 1, 1863 ; died Feb. 12, 1864, of wounds re-

ceived at Morton's Ford, Va.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.f

Company A.

Waterman Bates, disch. for disability Dec. 18, 1863.

Company D.

Edmund Treadwell, taken prisoner iu Florida.

Company G.

George W. Banks, sergeant ; disch. Sept. 15. 1862.

David S. Bartram, enl. Aug. 16, 1862 : pro. to second lieutenant May 8,

1863; participated in battle of Ciiancellorsville ; taken prisoner at

Gettysburg, July 3, 1863; paroled March 1, 1865.

Morris Jennings, disch. for disability March 26, 1863.

James M. Burr, disch. for disability March 9, 1863.

Martin Costello, taken prisoner.

Andrew D. Couch, killed at ChancellorsviUe May 2, 1863.

John W. De Forrest, disch. for disability April 4, 1863.

Edmund Godfrey, disch. for disability March 9, 1863.

George Hull.

Burr Lockwood.

John Lockwood.

Aaron Peck.

John M. Sherman, disch. for disability Dec. 10, 1862.

George Whaleu.

* Date of muster, from Nov. 20 1861, to Jan. 1, 1862.

t Date of muster from July 14 to Aug. 14, 1862.
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TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT*

David II. Miller, major; diuch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Compitny D.

Obadiah R. Coleman, discli. Aug. 31, 18C3.

Charles A. Gregory, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Company E.

Seth P. Bates, sergeant; pro. to first lieutenant; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

George \V. Gould, corporal; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Azariah E. Meeker, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Frederic D. Chapman, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Henry H. Lee, disch. Aug. 31, 18G3.

Charles Alhin, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Edward Banks, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Henry W. Bates, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Charles H. Bates, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Smith Bates, disch. Aug. 31,18Ct.

Lemuel B. Benedict, disch. Aug. 31, l&ax

Peter W. Birdsall, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

William F. Brown, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Henry F. Burr, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

M. V. B. Burr, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Aaron Burr, discli. Aug. 31, 1803.

Ammi Carter, died Aug. 12, 1803.

William Coley, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Cyrus B. Eastford, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

William Fanton, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Charles A. Field, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Samuel S. Gray, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

James F. Jelliff, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Charles Lockwood, disch. Aug. 31, 18G3.

Elihu Osborne, disch. Aug. 31, 18G3.

John Osborne, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Henry Parsons, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Henry Piatt, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Sanford J. Piatt, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

James J. Ryder, disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

George E. Smith, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Anton Stommel, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Jacob B. St. John, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Contpany G,

Ralph S. Meade, disch. Ang. 31, 1803.

Henry AVlieelock, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

George S. Tarbell, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Almon S. Merwin, disch. Aug. 31, 1S03.

Company K.

Lyman Whitehead, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

TWENTY-NINTH REGIMENT (COLORED).

Company A.

John H. Hall, must. March 8, 1864.

Company E.

John M Coley, must. March 8, 1864.

Theodore Nelson, must. March 8, 1861 ; died April 0, 1864.

Lafayette S. Williams, must. Miirch 8, 1804.

Edward Voorhies, must. March 8, 1864.

Company G.

Joseph F. Butler, corporal; must. March 8, 1864.

Henry B. Pease, must. JIarch 8, 1804.

Cato Johnson, must. March 8, 1864.

Feb. 4, 1862, a meeting was held in Georgetown for

the purpose of electing officers for Company E, Eighth

Regiment, Second Brigade, Connecticut State Militia,

the company being known as Company E, National

Guard.

David H. Jliller, Redding, was elected captain ; Hiram St. John, Wilton,

first lieutenant
;
George M. Godfrey, Wilton, second lieutenant ; John

N. Main, Redding, first sergeant; James Corcoran, Wilton, second

sergeant; Lewis Northrop, Weston, third sergeant; David S. Bar-

* Date of muster from Aug. 15 to Sept. 20, 18G2.

tram, Rodding, fourth sorgeant; Aaron 0. Scrlbner, Wflt/)n, flflli

sergeant ; Willlaiii D. Gilbert, Wllt<)n, flriit cjrjxjral ; Aaron H. Davbi,

Redding, second cnriKiral ; Alonwj DIckifin, lUddlng, third 'Mjrjxjral

;

Jeremiah R. Miller, Wilton, fourth wirjjoral ; Kdward Thouijjoni,

Redding, fifth cojporal; Setli I'. Dates, lUj/ldlng, aixth c/jrjjoral;

Georgo W. Gould, Rerlding, seventh corporal; Alljert D. UttirgtB,

Wilt^in, eighth conwral.

/Viuafc*.—John W. M«a<l, Ridgefleld; Moseg Comstock, Wilton; Jarne*

Lobdell, Wilton; James F. JellilT, Weston; Ile/A-klah B, O«l<orn,

Redding; .Joseph R. Lockwofld, Wilton
;
Henry I'arwmH, Redding;

William H. Canfield, Redding; Minot S. Patrick, Redding; Cliarle*

A. Jennings, Wilt<Mi ; Edwin Gilbert, Redding; David K. Smith, K«fJ-

ding; llir.mi (;obl(igli, Redding; Samuel A. .Main, li«dding; .\ntou

Stommel, Redding; George L. Dann, Willou ; Jonathan B<-tt», Wev
ton; Charles Olmsted, Wilt-jii ; fbarles Albin, R<!ddlng; Frederick

D. (!ha]inian. Redding; Henry Ilohnian, Redrliiig ; William B. Nmitb,

Redding; William E. Brotliwell,. Wilton ; Azaiiah E. Meeker, Red-

ding; Charles S. Gregory, Redding; Charle« .S. Meeker, Redding;

Charles H. Di>wn», Redding; William Oiley, Rf-dding; Lorenzo

Jones, Redding; Henry F. Burr, Redding; Obadiah P. Coleman,

Redding; Charles II. Canlield, Redding; John L. Godfrey, Wilton;

Sylvester Albin, Rediling.

The company uniformed itself and drilled until

August, 1862. When Governor Buckingham called

for troops to serve for nine months, the entire com-

mand volunteered its services, and was accepted.

The company was immediately recruited up to one

hundred and eight men, and reported for duty at

Camp Terry, New Haven, where it was mustered into

the United States service as Company E, Twenty-

third Regiment Connecticut Voluntecr.s. On the

formation of the Twenty-third Regiment, Capt. Mil-

ler was promoted to be major of tlie regiment.

George M. Godfrey was elected captain of Company
E, to fill the vacancy caused by the promotion of

Capt. Miller, and John N. Main promoted to second

lieutenant, to fill vacancy caused by the promotion of

Lieut. Godfrey.

The company was sent with the regiment from New
Haven to Camp Buckingham, on Long Island, and
from thence by steamer " Che Kiang" to New Orleans,

where it was embodied in the Nineteenth Army Corps,

under Gen. Banks. It was engaged at La Fourche

Crossing, La., on June 21, 1863, with a superior force

of the rebels, but came out victorious. It was mus-

tered out of the service at New Haven, Sept. 3, 1863,

after serving nearly thirteen months.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

THOMAS SANFORD.

Thomas Sanford was born in Redding, Fairfield

Co., Conn., Sept. 27, 1823. He is the youngest of tlie

children of Jonathan R. Sanford, and was named
for his grandfather, Thomas Davies, M.D.. one of the

early practitioners of medicine in Redding. His
early educational advantages were very limited, being

confined to an attendance upon the public schools of

the town, and upon thoui, after an early ago, only

during the winter term ; and two or throe terms in a

private school in his native place. It was his cxpec-
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tation to be a farmer, and it was thought that there

was need of little study of books, but of much work

for that pursuit. He followed his chosen business on

the paternal estate till 1850, when he was appointed

deputy sheriff, continuing in that office six years. In

1860 he was elected sheriff of the county. This office

he held for three years to the great satisfaction of his

constituents, being a favorite of the members of the

bar of the county. At the expiration of his term he

declined a renomination.

He represented the town in the State Legislature

in 1856 and 1877. The latter time he was chairman

of the committee on the part of the House on the

school fund, and also served on other important com-

mittees. During this session he took some part in the

debate upon measures under consideration, and was

very favorably regarded by the members of both po-

litical parties in the Legislature. After its adjourn-

ment, the Hartford Courant, opposed to Mr. Sanford

in politics, in an article remarking upon the leading

members of the House, paid a tribute of respect to

him as one of the foremost men of that body on the

Democratic side. At this session he was appointed

by the Legislature a member of the committee, to

take into consideration increased accommodations for

the indigent insane.

Mr. Sanford has served on several important com-

missions appointed by the Governor. To one of these

was committed the duty of revising and condensing the

pauper laws of the State. The existing statutes on

this subject are the work of this committee, in which

he took a prominent part. He has also acted fre-

quently as a member of a committee of the Superior

Court in the trial of cases and in the, assessment of

damages where lands have been, taken for railroads

and other purposes.

He was one of the selectmen of the town for ten

consecutive years until, in 1879, he declined a renom-

ination. He was also at various times one of the as-

sessors, and a member of the board of relief and

agent of the town. At one time he received the nom-
ination for comptroller of the State by the Demo-
cratic party, but failed of an election.

It is proper here to remark that Mr. Sanford never

sought office. His extensive information, excellent

knowledge of public affairs, sound judgment, sturdy

honesty, kindly heart, and affable manners caused

the offices to seek him, and he has never disappointed

expectations.

Since his retirement from the sheriffalty, Mr. San-

ford has been largely engaged in the settlement of

estates. He has also held many funds in trust for

children. While he has pursued the work of culti-

vating the ancestral acres, his time is mainly occupied

in attending to business intrusted to him by his fel-

low-citizens, who have entire confidence in his ability

and trustworthiness.

He resides in the old home in Redding where his

father and grandfather dwelt. He is a member of

the Congregational Church, and takes a lively inter-

est and active part in the affairs of the Ecclesiastical

Society therewith connected, and is an efficient sup-

porter of the same.

Mr. Sanford has fine social qualities, is a good con-

versationalist and a genial companion, and has the

esteem of a very extensive circle of acquaintances in

the town, county, and State, and is a worthy descend-

ant of an honored ancestry.

JUDGE LEMUEL SANFORD.

Judge Lemuel Sanford was born in Redding, Conn.,

Sept. 18, 1816.

His father, Jonathan R. Sanford, through a long

life enjoyed in an eminent degree the confidence and

respect of the community in which he lived. Having
been appointed in 1808 to the office of town clerk

and treasurer, he held them by consecutive annual

appointment till his decease, in 1858. He frequently

represented his town in the State Legislature, filled

the office of Probate judge, and discharged the duties

of various trusts, both of a private and public nature,

and exhibited in all his acts a stern integrity and

purity of purpose seldom equaled.

His mother, a woman of more than ordinary intel-

ligence and strength of mind, was a daughter of Dr.

Thomas Davis, long a leading physician of Fairfield

County.

The early days of Lemuel Sanford were spent with

his father, aiding him in the cultivation of his farm,

and frequently assisting him in the discharge of his

official duties. Laboring on the farm in summer for

several seasons, he taught the winter school. While

yet a young man he was elected a justice of the peace,

and still holds that office. During the time his father

was judge of Probate, Lemuel was Probate clerk, and

when Mr. Sanford the elder reached the age of sev-

enty, Lemuel was appointed to succeed him in the

office of Probate judge in 1858, which office, with the

exception of one year, he has held till the present

time. At the annual town-meeting immediately

succeeding his father's death he was appointed town

clerk and treasurer, and has ever since held the same

with the exception of one year. He served his dis-

trict (Eleventh Senatorial), in the State Senate in

1847 with credit to himself and to the entire satisfac-

tion of his constituents. Since the retirement of his

father, in 1856, he has been clerk and treasurer of

the Congregational Society of Redding, having been

appointed at that time. He has also filled the office

of selectman and other town offices.

JAMBS SANFORD.

James Sanford was born in 1799, in the town of

Redding. His occupation was first that of a tanner,

which he followed for some years, when he turned his

attention to farming. Inventing a straw- and hay-
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cutter in 1843, he built a foundry for their manufac-

ture which lie continued for about fifteen years. He
married early in life Eliza, daughter of John French,

of Easton. Their children have been eleven, nine of

whom are still living, namely : Turney, Seenah,

James, Sarah, Stephen, Betsey, Abbie, Henry, and

Charles, John (deceased), and Perkins (deceased).

Mr. James Sanford has pr(jbably devoted more

time to public service than a:ny man now living, and

quite as much as any man who has ever lived in the

town of Redding. He has been State Senator, repre-

sentative, and selectman. He has been a member of

the Episcopal Church in Redding since a very young

man, and its senior wai'den for a great many years.

Stephen Sanford, the fourth son, was born in Red-

ding, Conn., March 28, 1835 ; received his education

at the district school, after leaving which worked on

his father's farm until he attained the age of twenty-

two, when he engaged in business for himself, carry-

ing on the foundry and machine-shop which up to

this time had been conducted by his father. This

business he sold at the end of five years to engage in

the manufacture of horn buttons, which, with farm-

ing, has been his business ever since. His residence

and factory are situated in the eastern part of the

town of Redding, known as Sanfordville.

Mr. Sanford gives employment to about twenty

operatives, aiid manufactures about fifteen thousand

great gross of buttons annually. His establishment

was burned in the winter of 1874, but was rebuilt the

following spring. He was married Nov. 23, 1864, to

Miss Mary S., eldest daughter of Francis B. and Al-

mira Sherwood Banks, of Fairfield. Their children

are Emory, Perkins, and Stephen Ernest.

Mr. Sanford united with the Episcopal Church
when quite young, of which he has always been a

consistent member and of which he is senior warden.

In politics he is a staunch Democrat; has been
selectman a number of years and is one of the present

board.

JONATHAN KUSSELL SANFORD.

Jonathan Russell Sanford, son of Jonathan R.
Sanford, was born in the town of Redding, Oct. 25,

1819. What education he received was at the district

school.

He was married May 16, 1847, to Clarrissa, daugh-
ter of the late Deacon Samuel Read, a descendant of

Col. John Read. But one child was born to them, a

daughter, who died without a moment's Avarning at

the age of twenty-five.

Mr. Sanford's occupation has always been that of

farming, with the exception of two years in the

earlier part of his life spent in mercantile pursuits.

He was a member of the Connecticut House of

Representatives for the town of Redding in the years

1854, '70, '74, and senator from the Eleventh Sena-
torial District in ;878-79. He has repeatedly held '

' the office of assessor, member of the board of relief

of the town of Redding, and registrar of marriages,

births, and dt^aths, retiring from tiie latter office in

1804. Mr. Sanford lias often acted as appraiser and

commissioner in estates, and holds at the present

time the office of clerk of Probate for the diHtrict of

Redding, having held the same continuously since

1851, with the exception of one year. He has also

frequently held the office of selectman.

A Mcriden paper, in commenting upon the Legis-

lature, the qualifications of its members, etc., at the

close of the first session of Mr. Sanford's service,

although opposed to him in politics, paid him this

tribute

:

"Senator Sanford, representing the Eleventh Dis-

trict, is one of the most i)opular and deserving mem-
bers of the upper House. He has represented the

town of Redding three terms in the lower House, and

has correct views regarding the duties of a legislator.

He intuitively grapples with the most difficult prob-

lems of State legislation, and very readily comes to a

correct conclusion whether a pending measure is for

the public good, or whether it is being advanced by

the lobby in the interest of a select few. He is an

energetic worker in the committee room, and although

modest and retiring in his manner, making no osten-

tatious display on the floor of the capitol, he exerts

a wide influence in a quiet, eff'eetive way, and his

vote is always given in the direction of the greatest

good to the greatest number. This is Mr. Sanford's

' first term as senator, he holding over from last year

under the new regime. We hope to see him re-elected

under biennial reform which is to be."

JOHN AVHEELER SANFORD.

John Wheeler Sanford was born at Weston, Fair-

field, Co., Conn., May 21, 1799. His father and
grandfather were both named John. The former, a

farmer by occui^ation, was a man possessed of con-

siderable mechanical ingenuity, and was engaged at

various times in the manufacture of lasts, plows,

etc. He married Lydia Wheeler, daughter of John
Wheeler, of Weston. His children were Betsey (now
Mrs. Aaron Lyons, a widow, living in Redding, over

ninety), Ruth (now Mrs. David Duncomb, over eighty-

eight), Margaret (deceased), Sally (deceased), John
W., Eli (deceased), and Lydia Ann (deceivsed). His
mother dying when he was but eight years old,

John W. remained with his fother until he was
eleven, when he was put out to labor with Daniel

Holmes, of Weston, living with him four years. The
next year he ^pent on a farm and the following he

went to learn the carpenter's trade, serving an ap-

prenticeship of five years. The next year he worked
as journeyman in Orange Co., N. Y. In the spring

of 1822, March 5th, he was married to Altha. daughter

of Capt. Abel and Jcrusha (Sturges) Fauton, of Wes-
ton. The children born to theui have been Mary
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Ann, George W. (deceased), Hf^rriet S. (deceased).

Flora M., Edward J., and Georgiana.

For two years after Mr. Sanford's marriage he de-

voted himself exclusively to his trade. At this time

he purchased the place on which he lives. At the

time of its purchase by Mr. Sanford it consisted of an

old house and out-buildings, and thirty acres of land.

The contrast must, indeed, be striking between its

appearance then, to those who remember its old tum-

ble-down, unpainted buildings, its irregular stone

fences carelessly thrown together, offering no barrier

to the free ingress and egress of cattle and swine, and

the rock- and stump-covered and ill-defined field, to its

present thrifty appearance, its commodious, well-

painted house and snug out-buildings, its regular

fields protected by mathematically correct built walls,

its well-tilled fields and luxuriant orchards ; not a post

of the original structures remains, and to the original

purchase has been added from time to time until the

farm contains one hundred acres of excellent land.

Mr. and Mrs. Sanford and all the children are

members of the Episcopal church of Redding.

In politics Mr. Sanford was formerly Whig, now
Republican. He represented his town in the Legisla-

ture in 1842. He is now living with his consort of

fifty-eight years, both in the enjoyment of excellent

general health. Their son Edward J. is of the firm

of Sanford, Chamberlain & Allen, wholesale druggists

of Knoxville, Tenn.

JESSE LEE SANFORD.

Jesse Lee Sanford was born Jan. 4, 1831, in Red-
ding, Fairfield Co., Conn. His father, Aaron San-

ford, was probably as prominent a man as the town
of Redding has produced. For many years of his life

he did virtually the town business. He held all the

town ofl[ices at various times ; was either selectman or

justice of the peace for nearly fifty years. He died

at the age of eighty-six.

Jesse L. Sanford was the fifth son of Aaron and
Fanny (Hill) Sanford. His education was derived

from the common school and Amenia Seminary, in

Dutchess Co., N. Y., at which institution he spent a

year and a half. He remained with his father on the

home farm until his marriage, March 19, 1863, to

Miss Fanny M., only daughter of George and Sarah

(Goodsel) Osborn, of Redding, when he took up his

residence on the farm joining his father's on the

north, a portion of which consisted of a part of the

homestead, and devoted his entire time to farming.

His father-in-law, the late Mr. Osborn, was a promi-

nent man in his town. An extensive farmer and
cattle-dealer, he found time to do considerable busi-

ness for his town, representing it in the Legislature

during two sessions.

The children of Jesse L. and Fanny Sanford are

Marshal D., Jessie 0., Samuel H., Sarah E., Fannie

O., and George 0.

WILLIAM H. HILL.

William H. Hill was born May 1, 1845, in the town

of Redding, Fairfield Co., Conn. He comes of a long

line of ancestry, tracing his descent from William

Hill, the name of his earliest ancestor in this country,

who arrived here about 1632, twelve years after the

" Mayflower." " He settled for a while at Dorchester,

Mass., and then after a time removed to Windsor,

on the Conneticut River, above Hartford, where he

bought land and set out an orchard. From there he

very early removed to Fairfield, where he lived and

died, and his last will and testament is recorded in an

ancient volume of the records of the 'Particular

Court' for Fairfield County, in the above-named

library." (From "Genealogy of the Hill Family.")

John L. Hill, father of the subject of this memoir,

was born June 15, 1810, in Redding. He was mar-

ried to Miss Harriet N., eldest daughter of David and

Ruth (Sanford) Duncomb, of Redding, May 4, 1840.

Their children were William H. and Josephine E.

The latter married Rev. E. W. Burr, of the Newark
Conference. Their children are Harriet and Eugene

W. William H. Hill is married to Mary A., daughter

of Frederick A. and Caroline (Parsons) Hotchkiss, of

Sharon, and their children are John R., Carrie L.

(deceased), Frederick H., and Ernest W.
John L. Hill carried on the business of lime-

making for a number of years, but about ten years

before his death he turned his attention to farming,

purchasing the place on which his family now lives.

The lime-kiln which the late Mr. Hill operated was

probably the oldest in the State, having been built by

Col. John Read, his great-grandfather. The farm

purchased by the elder Hill was known as the Read

place, and at the time of its purchase was in a most

dilapidated condition; but before his death, by his

energy, he brought it into the present snug and

thrifty condition, which his son has since maintained.

He also built the beautiful residence which still

graces the place. He died in ,his seventieth year.

His son, William H. Hill, had every advantage of

district school and academic education, finishing his

education at Mr. Selleck's, in Norwalk. On reaching

his majority he took entire charge of the extensive

farm, and enjoys the enviable reputation of being one

of the best farmers of his town.

In politics he is Republican, and has filled many
town ofiices. In 1869 he represented his town in the

Legislature. His mother has been a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church of Redding for more than

forty years, and to this church the family has attached

itself as they have reached years of discretion.

WALKER BATES.

Walker Bates was born in Redding, Fairfield Co.,

Conn., June 4, 1796, and was the son of Elias Bates, an

esteemed citizen of the town. He obtained his early

education in the common school of his district and
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under the instruction of Rev. Jonathan Bartlett, who
was a native of Redding and for tliirteen years pastor

of the Congregational Church there, and after iiis pas-

torate prepared many persons for the work of tea(;h-

ing. When still young Mr. Bates commenced teach-

ing, and pursued that avocation for several years in

the common schools of this and adjoining towns. In

1825 he opened a hoarding- and day-school for hoys,

and continued it for many years. At the same time

he engaged in agriculture on a somewhat scientific

plan. His school was a great success, as he was well

fitted for the work by his mental acquirements and

discipline, and by an intense interest in the young, as

well as by his genial manners and a luipj>y faculty

of imparting knowledge, thus stimulating the youth-

ful mind for the work of an educator. Not a few

who have occupied and are now filling important and

honorable stations in life enjoyed his faithful tuition.

He was an enthusiast in the pursuit of knowledge,

and his pupils caught something of his spirit. His
powers of conversation were so good and his manners
so affable that the youth gatlicred around him with

eager interest, and enjoyed greatly their intercourse

with him. He was also an author, and wrote in po-

etic numbers. He had a Bible-class in the Sunday-
school, and had no lack of members. He was a great

favorite with the young.

Mr. Bates has filled most of the offices in the town,

and was for a number of years the moderator of the

town-meetings, over which he presided with efficiency.

He often acted as executor and administrator in the

settlement of estates, performing the various trusts

reposed in him to the satisfaction of those concerned.

He represented the town in the General Assembly
in 1832, 1835, 1840, 1854, 1862, and 1864, taking,

too, quite a prominent part in the business of the

Legislature. In several instances, when a member of

that body, he was called by the Speaker to the chair

during his absence.

It may be well said of him that in all the acts of his

life, both public and private, he exhibited a sense of

honor and integrity rarely surpassed.

Mr. Bates is a member of the Congregational Church
in his native town, and for a number of years was
the leading committee of the Ecclesiastical Society

therewith connected.

He is now in his eighty-fifth year, confined mostly
to the house, and is obliged generally to keep his bed,

being a great suff'erer from mental and physical dis-

ease.

CORTES MERCHANT.*

The first record we find of the Merchant family
figuring to any extent in matters of public interest

connected with the town of Redding appears in the

person of Gurdon Merchant, who was the first town

* This name is sometimes spelled Marchant.

treasurer and held many other officof* of local tnwt

and importance. Ho married EI(;anor Chaun'-.y, a

sister of Admiral Channcy and daiighti-r of tlie firnt

JOpiscopal minister in Newtfjwn. Joel .Merchant was

the sixth child of Gurdon and Jileanor Merchant.

The first twenty years of his life was passed in diwii-

pation and idleness. After squandering tlie whole of

his patrimony he became disgusted with his mode of

life, and making a resolve, a-s he said, never to rr-turn

to Redding until he could bring Itack with him iw

much money as he had squandered, left hi.s birth-

place and went to New Jersey in pursuit of employ-

ment. He was so successful as to be able in a short

time to return to his native town, his end ax^wm-

plished.

He then erected the old stone house now standing

near Redding Station, and within sight of the Dan-
bury and Norwalk Railroad, fashioning it after the

models of the early Dutch settlers which he had seen

while laboring to replace his lost fortune in New
Jersey.

He married Molly Sanford, daughter of David San-

ford, an old Revolutionary soldier. They had eight

children, of whom Cortes, the third child, was the

eldest son.

Cortes Merchant was born June 9, 1797. His early

education was obtained in the public schools which
the town afforded ; but having drank to the dregs the

cup of knowledge which they offered, he received in-

struction from the Rev. Daniel Crocher, then resi-

dent pastor of the Congregational Church.

Commodore Chauncy (when on a visit to his nephew,

Joel Merchant) offered young Cortes, then fifteen years

of age, a midshipman's berth on board the admiral's

ship. This advantageous offer, though at first ac-

cepted, was declined by the young aspirant upon
witnessing the excessive grief his mother evinced at

parting from her eldest son.

Arrived at manhood, he, in partnership with his

brother Orton, erected a factory for the manufacture
of woolen goods. But a disastrous fire soon took pos-

session of both building and stock, and the business

was discontinued never to be resumed. He married

Rebecca Rockwell, daughter of Thonuis and Deborah
Rockwell, of Ridgebury, Oct. 1, 1828, after which he
purchiised the farm on Umpawaug, where he resided

at the time of his death.

He first figures in public matters in the year 1830,

as selectman, which office he continued to hold at in-

tervals, with various others of public trusts and im-

portance, until the year 1866, when he was disquali-

fied by age from office-holding.

He was elected by the Democratic party in 1S54 to a

seat in the State Senate. AVhile there the Nebraska
bill was pending, and he w;is the only member who
cast a negative vote. The BcpuhNean fhrmer of May
23, 1854, says, "All the members of the CVmnooti-

cut Senate but five are AVhigs. Tlie Hon. Corti\s Mer-
chant, who gave the only negative vote, is a Democrat,
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from Redding, in Fairfield County,—a brave and noble

man, we have no doubt. We wish we had the honor

of his acquaintance. We would introduce him to

another honest and good man who in the Massachu-

setts House of Re^jresentatives, a few years ago, gave

the only No in op2)osition to a series of resolutions in

favor of the Wilmot Proviso. The latter is proud of

his vote to this day, and Mr. Merchant, we have no

doubt, will feel a similar pleasure in reflecting uj)on

the position he has now taken."—Journal Courier.

"AR that the JoMTOa^.says of Mr. Merchant is true.

He is ' one of the men' who stand firm when the

timid waver in the presence of an unscrupulous ma-

jority. Mr. Demning, of Litchfield County, another

senator, though not present when the vote was taken,

afterwards recorded his name against the nullification

doctrines avowed in the resolutions of the majority."

—

New Haven Register.

The next year (1855) he was elected a member of

the House of Representatives.

In politics he was an active worker and a staunch

Democrat. It was his boast that he had never in his

life , cast any but a Democratic vote, and that he

never "scratched" a ticket, however personally ob-

noxious or incompetent to fill the nomination he

might deem the candidate to be.

Personally, we can, without exaggeration, call him
a wonderful man. He was one of the few mighty

who, step by step, inch by inch, fought and conquered

in the battle of life, and, by vanquishing all of the

follies and temptations which assail man in this

world of ours, lived up to the golden rule. His word,

once spoken, carried conviction with it as far as his

name was known. He died Nov. 25, 1874, leaving a

spotless name and sincerely mourned by all who
knew him. He was what the poet Burns very cor-

rectly styles "the noblest work of God, an honest

man."

EDWARD MERCHANT.

Edward Merchant was born in the town of Red-

ding, where he resided during a long life, and where

he died Sept. 24, 1877, in his seventy-first year.

Plis father, Joel Merchant, was a fiirmer, but, besides

tilling the soil, he carried on to some extent the man-
ufacture of clothing. Edward Merchant received

his education in the district school. He was married

April 14, 1839, to Betsey, daughter of Azariah and

Sarah (Coley) Andrews, of the town of Redding. The
children of this union weie Sarah J., Annie, and

Elizabeth.

Edward Merchant followed the calling to which

he was reared, that of a farmer, through a long and

eventful life, enjoying in the fullest the respect of all

who knew him.

TIIADDEUS M. ABBOTT.

Deacon Thaddeus M. Abbott is descended from

George Abbott, who came from England, and was one

of the first settlers ofNorwalk. He was a land-owner,

and his name is in the earliest town records of 1653.

His will, made in 1689, was recorded March 11, 1690.

Deacon T. M. Abbott was born Sept. 8, 1812, in

Redding. He was the youngest of a family of six.

His father, also named Thaddeus, a blacksmith by

trade, moved to Redding soon after his marriage, in

1788. His wife was Rebecca, daughter of Mar-

vin, of Norwalk. After thirty years Thaddeus, Sr.,

turned his attention to farming, which he followed

during the remainder of his life. At his father's

death, which occurred when he was in his twentieth

year, young Abbott had attended only the district

and select schools of his town. After the above-men-

tioned event he taught a district school in Ridgeiield

one term, and then attended Mr. S. S. St. John's

school in Ridgefield for one year, when he taught

a term in his native town. This was the last of

his teaching, and he again turned his attention to

farming.

In 1836 he was married to Miss Mary J. Frost, of

Pouglikeepsie. Their children have been Frances J.

(deceased), EzraM. (deceased), and Charles M. Soon

after his marriage Mr. Abbott entered the mercantile

business, in connection with his bi-other-in-law, E. M.

Frost, in Redding. This he followed for five years,

leaving it to engage in farming. About this time

there occurred one of those incidents which seem to

be pure accident, but which tend to shape our lives.

Wanting a sleigh of peculiar make, such as he could

not procure nor find any one to build, he determined

to make one for himself His first effort did not suit

him exactly, and he made another. This was the

beginning of a protracted apprenticeship to himself

extending over a period of many years.

In politics Mr. Abbott started as a Whig, and by

that party was elected to various town offices, besides

representing his town in the State Legislature. In

1847 he was appointed to the office of Probate judge,

filling it again in 1864, after it became an elective

oflice. In 1852, Mr. Abbott united with the Con-

gregational Church of Redding, his wife joining at

the same time. In 1854 he became one of the deacons,

which position he has since held.

NASH COUCH.

Nash Couch was born Oct. 17, 1794, in Redding,

Fairfield Co., Conn., on the homestead purchased by

his ancestors from the Indians. His grandfather,

Simon Couch, and his father, Thomas Couch, were

both farmers, and quite naturally young Nash was

reared to the same pursuit, which he followed through-

out a long life.

Nash Couch was married early in life to Polly,

daughter of Isaac and Sarah (Morgan) Gorham, of
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Eedding, and the children horn to tlieiii were Henry,

Jane A., and William.

Nash remained with hin father, a.swi.stinfr in the

tillage of the paternal acres, until the death of the

latter, when he came into possession of the same.

The district in which the family reside is known as

Couch District, from the family. At the age of

sixty-five Mr. Couch lost the use of his limbs and

remained an invalid the remainder of his life. He
was known and respected hy his fellow-townsmen as

an upright man and good citizen.

HARVEY BASSETT RUMSEY.

Harvey Bassett Rumsey was horn in Monticello,

Sullivan Co., N. Y., June 11, 1832.

His father, Lewis Rumsey, also a native of Monti-

cello, was a farmer hy occupation, was a Whig in

politics, as were his ancestors before him, and was

prominent in the politics of his town and county. He
was married at the age of twenty-five to Nancy Bas-

sett, of his town, but who was a native of Washing-
ton Co., N. Y. Their children were Harvey B. and

S. Louisa.

The early life of our subject Avas spent in New York,

assisting his fiither and attending school. He enjoyed

educational advantages of the common school and

academy, leaving the latter institution at the age of

nineteen to go to the Sacramento valley under the

following circumstances : His mother's youngest

brother went to California among the earliest pio-

neers to that State. Losing his health in the mines,

he was advised to cross the plains to recover it. He
went to New Orleans, purchasing there four hun-

dred and fifty head of cattle and about twenty horses.

With these he started overland to California. Losing

his foreman by drowning, he wrote to his nephew's

parents asking that he be allowed to go by steamer

and meet him at §;icramento, to assist him on his ar-

rival there with the stock. The nephew, Harvey B.,

nothing loath, thus found himself, at a very tender

age, in the then Eldorado of the world. He remained
with his uncle two and a half years, returning only

when his presence was imperatively demanded by the

condition of affairs at home, caused by his father's

death, which had occurred eighteen months before.

During his uncle's mining career, he and a partner

took from a place called Rattlesnake Bar eighty thou-

sand dollars within a month. Mr. Rumsey resided

with his mother until one year after his marriage,

after his return from California, when he removed to

Eedding. He was married Jan. 10, 1867, to Adeline
Briggs, daughter of George and Emeline Briggs, of

Sherman. Mr. Briggs was a large farmer, and one
of the most successful raisers and feeders of cattle in

Connecticut. The children of Mr. Rumsey have been
Emma and Louie C. Mr. Rumsey resides on what
was formerly known as the Dudley Tlace, a farm of

two hiin<]r(?<] and sixty-six acres, and devotcH himHclf

to cattle-raising, fecfliiig, ajid farming, also dealing in

real estate. He is Rcj)ub]icaii in politics, and has

rei^resented Redding in the Legislature since taking

up his residence in the town.

DR. iMOSES H. WAKEMAN.
Dr. Moses H. Wakeman is of English descent, and

his ancestors were among the earliest settlers of Fair-

field and New Haven Counties.

His paternal grandfather,. Asahel Wakeman, set-

tled in the parish of Greenfield and followed tlie

vocation of farming.

His maternal grandfather, Nathan Wheeler, also a

native of Fairfield, was a militiaman in the Revolu-

tion, and was present at the burning of Fairfield.

He barely escaped capture by the enemy, who
attempted to decoy him by taking off their red coats

and calling to him to come towards them, as he could

have a better view from where they stood. Mr.

Wheeler held the rank of sergeant.

Silas Wakeman, third son of Asahel, was born in

1804, in Fairfield. He was married early in life to

Abbey, eldest daughter of Nathan and Clarine (Brad-

ley) Wheeler, of Easton, Fairfield Co. Their chil-

dren were Moses H., Policy (deceased), Betsey,

Clarine (deceased), and Abbey B.

Dr. Moses H. Wakeman, then, was the eldest son,

and was born in November, 1829. His childhood

and youth were spent on his father's farm, attending

district school during the winter months. At the

age of seventeen he commenced a course of prepara-

tory studies at the old Easton Academy. These he

concluded in about three years, and at the suggestion

of his uncle. Dr. Nathan Wheeler, of Patterson,

N. Y., entered his office the following spring and
began the study of medicine. He remained with his

uncle three years, during which period he attended,

two full courses of lectures at the New Haven Medi-
cal College, receiving his diploma from that institu-

tion with the degree of M.D. Immediately on his

graduation he began jjracticing with his uncle, and
in the fall of that year removed to Milltown, Putnam
Co., N. Y., where he practiced four years. On invi-

tation of Dr. Charles Gorham, in the fall of 185S, Dr.

Wakeman came to Redding and entered into partner-

ship with him. This copartnei-ship continued until

the death of Dr. Gorham, in 1850.

May 31, 181)4, Dr. Wakeman was married to Har-
riet White, youngest daughter of Samuel and Mary
(Sanford) Collins, of Eedding. The children born to

them have been Mary Collins, Henry W. (deceased),

and Harriet AVheeler. Mr. Collins was own cousin

to Sir Garnet Wolseley. and during the latter years

of his life was a merchant in Redding.
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WILLIAM BURR HILL.

AVilliam Burr Hill was born Jan. 6, 1826, in Red-

ding, Fairfield Co., Conn.

His father, Bradley Hill, was a native of Fairfield,

coming to Redding when a very young man. He
married Betsey, eldest daughter of Zalmon and Mar-

tha (Jackson) Banks, early in life, and the children

born to them were Abbey M., William B., Mary E.

(deceased), Martha (deceased), Albert B., Arthur B.,

and Sarah M.
William B., the eldest son, remained with his

father until his twenty-eighth year, when he was

married to Katy, only daughter of Nathaniel B. and

Eunice (Hull) Selleck, of Danbury, after which event

he moved on the farm next west of his father's, where

he still resides engaged in farming. The children of

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Hill are Helen S., Na-

thaniel B., Celia F., Eunice P., Mary E., and Wil-

liam B. ; besides two deceased.

At the age of twenty-one Mr. Hill was elected con-

stable and collector, serving three years, and after an

interval of one year was re-elected to the same offices
;

he was elected justice of the peace for four consecu-

tive years, and in 18G4 he was elected to represent

his town in the Legislature, and again two years

after. In politics he has been Republican since the

organization of that party, having previously been a

Whig.

DANIEL C. RYDER.

Daniel C. Ryder was born in Redding, Feb. 16,

1819. His grandfather, John Ryder, a native of Dan-

bury, was a carpenter by trade, and at the time of

his death was a wealthy landowner. His wife was

Mary Jarvis, and their children were nine, of whom
Ralph, father of the subject of this sketch, also a car-

penter, was the eldest. He was killed at the early

age of forty-five, by falling from a building, leaving

a large family of small children.

Daniel C. Ryder was the eldest of the family, and

upon him devolved the entire support of the family.

At the age of eighteen he began farming, which he

followed but a short time, and then engaged in the

business of lime-burning. This business he followed

with varied success for some years, abandoning it fi-

nally and giving his whole attention to farming. In

1838 he was married to Charlotte A., youngest daugh-

ter of Charles and Sarah (Crane) Prindle, of Rox-

bury, Conn. Of their children, Charles C. is living

in Brooklyn, and is married to Margaret Bennett,

daughter of Burr and Sally A. Bennett, of Redding;

James J., married to Mary E., daughter of Anson and

Huldah Fields, of Redding; Charlotte A. ; and Stella

(deceased). Mr. Ryder lives on the farm which has

been owned and on which have lived three genera-

tions of his mother's family named Chapman. His

great-grandfather, Daniel Chapman, was a soldier in

the Revolution ; was at Fairfield during Tryon's in-

vasion ; was taken prisoner there and carried to New
York and thrust into the prison-ship, where it is sup-

posed he died, as his family never after heard of him.

Daniel C. Ryder inherited the homestead from his

grandfather, Daniel Chapman, having lived with him
for many years previous to his death. Mr. Ryder has

always been a Democrat, representing his town in the

Legislature in 1849. He is a regular attendant at the

Congregational Church of Redding, a member of its

society, and contributes liberally to the support of

the church.

EBENEZER F. FOSTER.

Ebenezer F. Foster was born in Ridgefield, Fair-

field Co., Conn., March 8, 1826. His father, Jonah

Foster, was a clothier, and followed his calling in his

native town of Ridgefield. His wife was Timothy

and Elizabeth (Whitney) Hunt's daughter Sally, and

by her he had the following children : Mary, Eliza-

beth, Ebenezer F., Susan, Esther A., Joel G., John

B. (deceased), Timothy H., and Martin W.
The youthful days of E. F. Foster were spent in

Ridgefield, at the common school, at which place he

laid the foundation of that education which found its

superstructure in the school of the world. At the

age of seventeen he went to learn the wheelwright

trade of one Sunderland, of Sommerstown, N. Y.

Here he remained three years, and then went to work

for George Crofutt, of Danbury, in the same business,

remaining with the latter gentleman more or less

steadily for eight years, going thence to Birmingham,

into the employ of the iron company of that place.

The next event in our subject's life was his mar-

riage, in 1852, to Harriet, only daughter of David

and Elizabeth (Keeler) Piatt, of Redding. Mr. Fos-

ter, after his marriage, took up his residence in Red-

ding, where he has since continued to live engaged

in farming. In politics he is a Democrat, and has

often been called to fill town offices. In 1871 he was

elected to the Legislature, where he served with

credit to himself and to the satisfaction of his con-

stituents, and in 1874 he was elected county com-

missioner for three years.
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RIDGEFIELD.

CHAPTER LXII.

EIDGEFIELD.

Geographical—TopograV)liical—Original Numo Canilatowa—Petition for

Purcljaee of Lands—First Indian Deed—Fiist Grant of Lundti—Tlio

Settlement—Names of Pioneers—Acts Relating to II(mie-)otH—The
Pioneer Blaeksmitli—'J'lie First Gristmill—Furtlier Purcliuse from the

Indians—Exemption from Taxation—Tlie Perry Family.

RiDGEFiELD lies on the west border of the county

of Fairfield, and is bounded as follows : On the north

by the town of Danbury ; on the east by the towns of

Danbury and Redding ; on the south by the town of

Wilton and the county of Westchester, N. Y. ; and

on the west by Westchester and Putnam Counties,

in the State of New York. Its surface is diversified

by hills and valleys, and the soil is fertile.

ORIGINAL NAME.

Prior to 1708 the territory embraced within the

present bounds of the town of Ridgefield was in the

undisputed possession of the red man, and called by

him Candatowa, meaning " high land."

In May of that year (1708) a petition was presented

to the General Assembly by a number of the inhabi-

tants of the town of Norwalk for the purchase of

these lands. The petitioners asked " libertie to pur-

chase of the Indians a certain tract of land bounded

south on Norwalk bounds, north-east in Danbury,

and west upon York-line."

The General Assembly granted the prayer of the

petitioners, "provided it doth not prejudice any

former grant; this Assembly reserving to them-

selves a power for the settlement and allotment of

the land so to be purchased among the petitioners,

and such others as the said General Assembly shall

judge meet."

THE FIRST INDIAN DEED.

The tract was purchased for one hundred pounds,

and on Sept. 30, 1708, a deed was executed by Ca-

toonah, sachem of the Ramapoo Indians, of which

the following is a copy :

" To all people to whom these preseuUt nhall Come Grectiucf d-c. Know ye

that I Catoonali Siieliem of Ramapoo Indians and Associates witliin her

Majesties province of New York in America. For & in Consideration of

y« sum of One Hundred Pounds as current money of said province. To
us in hand before tlie ensealing licreof well and Truly Paid by John

Belden, Sanniell Keeler Sen', Matthew Seamor James Brown Benjamin

Wilson, Joseph Birchard, John Whitne Sen'. Matthias Saint John Ben-

jamin Hickcock, John Beebe Samuel Saint John, John Boutcn Joseph

Keeler, Samuel Smith Junior, Jonathan Stevens, Danicll Olmsted, Rich-

ard Olmsted, John Stirdevant, Samuel Keeler Jun', Josepli Ronton, Jona-

than Rockwell, Edmond Wareing, Joseph Whitne, Uaniel Hait, Tluinms

Hyott, James Benedick, Joseph Crampton, Ebenezer Sension, Matthew

Saint Jolin, all of the Town of Norwalk in y» County of Fairfield, within

her Majesties Colony of Connecticut in New England, and Thomas Smith

Thomas Canfield, & Samuell Smith, of the Town of Jlill'ord in y« County

of New Haven & Colonie aforesaid The Receipt whereof we da hereby

acknowledg, and our selves therewith fully Satisfied, and Contented, and

thereof and of every part and percell thereof Do Kxonernt .\cquitt &
discliarge the said John Belden, Samuel Keeler Sen', Matthew Seumor,

JameB Brown, Benjamin Wilson, Joiieph Birchard, John Wbitne Sen"

MatthiaH Saint .Tolin, Benjanjin Hicka^k, John B<!ehe, Hamuell Kaint

John, John Bonton, Joseph Keeler, Kaniuell Smith, Jonathan tjteverin,

Daniel Olmsted, Richard (Jlnisted, John Stirdevant, Samuel Keeler Jun',

Joseph Bouton, Jonathan Rockwell, E<Iniond Wareing, Jowph Whitne,

Daniel! Hait, Tlunnas Hy<jtt, J;imeK Bennwlick, Joseph Oampton, Kherj-

ezer Sension, Matthew Saint John, Thonian Smith, Thoman Canfield, and

Samuel Smith, their heirs execut/jrs, administrat<jrH forever by theM;

presents. Have given, granted bargained, sold AIowe<l (><nveyed and

Confirmed, and by these presents Do freely fully and abwjiutely give

grant bargain sell, Aliene fjonvey anil (Confirm unto them the said John

Belden, Samuell K(reler .Jun', Mattliew Seamor, Jame-H Brown. Ik'ujamin

Wilson, Joseph Birchard, .John Whitne S<mi', Matthias Saint John, lk;n-

jamin Hickcock, .John Beebe, Samuel Saint Joljn, .lolm Boutijn, JoM;ph

Keeler, Samuell Smith, Jonathan Stevens, Dani<dl 01«iBte<l, Richard Olm-

sted, John Stiriievant, Samuell Keeler, .Joseph Bouton, Jonatlian Rijck-

well, Edmond Wareing, Joseph Whitne, Daniel Hait, Thomaii Hyott,

James Bennedick, .loseiih (>ranipton, Ebene/.er Sension, Matthew Saint

.John, Tliomas Smith, TbonuiH Canheld, ami Samuel Smith, their Ahho-

ciates heirs and assigns forever. A Certain Tract of Land Seituat Lying

and being so esteamed within her Majesties Cijhjny of (>>necticott afore-

said Butted and Rounded as followeth, at a R^>ck with stoncif Lay'd

thereon that lyeth upon y" west side of Norwalk River alxjut twenty rod

northward of the Crossing or where Danbury old Cart path Crosseth the

River which said Rock is tlie South East Corner and from said Comer a

line Runnetli ujjwards unto Umpewange i>ond to a White Oak Tree,

Standing by the Northwest Ojrner of said Pond, the said tree being

marked an<l Stones Lay'd about it and is the North East Corner, and

from the said Corner Tree, anotlier line Running near Two ixiinls to the

Nortli of West into a pond Called Nesop,ack and Continui-s y« Same
Coarse untill it meets with a second pond Called Aokkeels, Crossing by y«

south End of both ponds, and from thence Running Near West until it

Extends to a place Called Mamanasquag, where is a Oak Tree Marked on

y" North Side of the outlet of water that Comes out from a sort of a

grassy pond, which is known and Called by Sai<l Name, which tree is the

North West Corner, and from said Tree another line Running South

bearing to y" East About one mile and a half. Running by y East side

of another Mountain Called Asoquatah untill it meets Stanford Bound
line, about a quarter of a mile to y*^ Eastward of Cross River jHjnd, where

stands a Slarked White Oalc tree with Stones about it, and is y* South

West Corner, and from said Marked tree a long by Stanford line untill it

Comes to Norwalk purcliase and so by Said Purehajse Bounds to the Sai<l

Rock at the South East Corner. Cont.aining by Estimation Twenty
Tliousand Acres, be it more or less. Tlie Four Cornei-s ot Said Tract of

Land being Called by the following Indian Names South East Corner
' Wlieer Cock' North East Corner ' Wonoiikpakoonk' North West Corner
' Mamanasquag' South West Corner ' Naraliawniis.'

"To Have and to Hold the Said granted and bargained premises, with

all the appuitenances,priviledges,and Comoditics U) the same, belonging

or in anywise Appertaining to them y Above Named persons, their

Associates, heirs, and assigns forever, to them ami their only proper Use,

bennefitt, and behoof forever. And I the Said Catoonah and Associate

for ourselves, our heirs, Exccutois, administrators. Do Cvivenanl, promise,

and grant to and with the above Said persons, their associates, heirs, and

assigns, that before the Ensealing hereof. We are the true, Sole, and

Lawfull Ownei-s of yo above bargained premises and by Native Right

Seized and possessed of the Same in our own jiroper Itiglit as a Good,

perfect, and Absolute Estate of Inheritance in lee Simple, and have in

Oui-selves good Right, full power, and Sutlicicnt Authority to grant,

bargain, Sell, Convey, and Confirms said Bargained premises in manner
as above said, and that the said John Belden and the rest al»ove said,

their Associats, heirs, and a.«signs. Shall and may from time to time and

at all tinies forever hereafter, by force and virtue of these presents Law-

fully and peaceably and quietly Have, Hold, I'se, Occupie, ix>ssess and

injoy the said Demissed and bargained premisses.

" Witli tlie appuitenauces free and Clear, and freely and Clearely Ac-

quitted, Exoueiated & Discharged of fnun all and all Slaunor of former

and otlier gifts, grants, bargains. Sales, Leases, Mortgage.s Wills, Intails,

Joynters, Dowiies, Judgements, Executions, Incumbninces ,t Extents.

" Furthoimore, I the said Catoonah and .\ssociates, for ourselves, our

hell's, Exccutore, administnitois. Do Covenant and liigage y* alxive IX-

missed juemisses to them the sirid John Belden and the rest alxive said,

their Associates, heii"s, and assigns, against the Lawfull Claims or Do-

mauds of any person or poreons whatsoever, forever hcrcifter to Warreut,

secure, and Defend.

" In Witness whereof, we have hereunto Sett our hands and Soale

this Thirtieth Day of September, in the Seventh year of the Beign of
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our Sovereign Lady Ann, Queen of England, &c., and in y" year of our

lord God, 1708.

" Signed, Sealed, and Delivered in y» presence of

" John Holmes, Jr.

"Joseph Seeley.

"John Copp.

" GOOTQUAS. his mark.

' GoOTQUAS.

'Mahke.

" Tawpoznick.

' Catoonah.

' WOQUACOMICK.

his marlc.

his marlc.

his mark.

his mark.

y« Sachems.

his mark.

' Waspahchain. O his mark.

Wawkamawwee,

' Cawwehoein.

his mark.

his mark.

his mark.

" This Above Written Bill of Sale is Acknowledged by y« Grantors this

30"' Day of September, 1708.

" Before me,
" Samuel Hait,

" Justice of Peace.

Becorded February 3^, 1709-10.

"John Copp,

" Becorder."

The next step in the enterprise was to survey the

land and lay it out into a town-plot, which was ac-

cordingly done in 1709 by Maj. Peter Burr, of Fair-

field, John Copp, of Norwalk, and Josiah Starr, of

Danbury. This committee reported to the General

Assembly, and that body, under date Oct. 13, 1709,

made the following grant

:

FIRST GRANT OF LANDS.

"WHEREAS, the General! Assembly of this Colony, Holden at Hart-

ford, May 13"! 1708—Upon the petition of Sundry of the Inhabitants of

the town of Norwalk praying for liberty to purchase of the Indians a

certain Tract of Land lying within this Colony Bounded Northerly and

Northeasterly with the Town of Danbury, Southerly with the Said Town

of Norwalk and West or Westerly with ye line or boundary between this

Colony & y province of New York, to the end they might make a Plan-

tation there, and settle upon the Same— Did Grant to the said Petition-

ers a liberty to purchase the same Tract of Land.
" And pursuant thereto ye said Petitioners did buy and purchase of

Catoonah a Sachem—and other Indians the aforesaid tract of Land as

by their Deed of Conveyance thereof under their hands and Seals bear-

ing Date September 30 1708 now laid before this Assembly had been

made to appear. And whereas the General Assembly of this Colony

Holden at Hartford, May y 12*, 1709. Did desire and Impower Major

Peter Burr M'' John Copp, and M' Josiah Starr to make a Survey of the

said tract of Land and to lay out a Town Piatt there and to Make Eeturn

of their doings therein to this Assembly at this time, and the said Peter

Burr & John Copp in pursuance thereof, having taken a view of the said

Tract of Land, & have thereupon made a Beturn or Eeport thereof to

this Assembly which hath been read and Considered.

" This Assembly Do now give and Grant to the said petitioners, that

is to say to the Persons hereafter named viz John Belden Samuel Keeler

Sen'', Matthew Seamor Matthias St John, Benjamin Wilson Samuel St

John James Brown Benjamin Hickcock Joseph Keeler, Samuel Keeler

J"' Samuel Smith Matthew St John Jonathan Stevens Daniel Olmstead

John Sturdevant Jonathan Bockwell Joseph Whitney Thomas Hyatt

James Benedict Joseph Crampton & Kichard Olmstead of the said Town
of Norwalk and Thomas Smith Thomas Cantield Samuel Smith & Eben-

ezer Smith of y* Town of Milford, and to their heirs and assigns forever.

All the afore Mentioned Tract or Parcel of Land Butted & Bounded as

foUoweth, that is to say. On the South or Southerly with the said Town
of Norwalk, On the West or Westerly with the line or boundar.y between

this Colony and the Province of New York, On the East or Easterly partly

with the line to bo continued and Run like unto the line between y said

Town of Norwalk and the Town of Fairfield from the North End there-

of unto a certain black Oak tree marked with Lettere and haveing

Stones layed about the Same Standing upon the Mountain, commonly

caled the West Cedar Mountain and partly Avith a direct and Strait lino

to be run from said Black Oak Tree to a certain Large White Oak Tree

marked and having Stones layed about it Standing at or near the North

West Corner of Umpewange pond. And on the North or Northerly with

a direct Strait Line to be ruu from the said White Oak Tree to the South

Westerly Corner of the Town of Danbury and continued unto the Said

Line or Boundary between this Colony and the Province of New York

be the said Tract of Land more or Less, With all and Singular the rights

Membeis and appurtenances thereof. And this Assembly do hereby

Enact & Grant That the said Tract of Land shall be an Intire Township

of it self, and shall be Culled and Known by the name of Kidgfleld, and

shall be held and enjoyed by the said John Belden Samuel Keeler Sen'

Matthew Seamor Matthias St John Benjamin Wilson, Samuel St John

James Brown Benjamin Hickock Joseph Keeler Samuel Keeler Ji^

Samuel Smith Matthew St. John Jonathan Stevens Daneel Olmstead

John Sturdevant Jonathan Rockwell Joseph Whitney Thomas Hyatt

James Benedict Joseph Crampton and Richard Olmstead of Norwalk

and Thomas Smith Thomas Canfield Samuel Smith and Ebenezer Smith

of the Town of Milford and their heirs and Assigns in Equal and Even

Shares, & be divided accordingly into lotts and parcells from time to time

by the Order of the Major Vote of them, to be accounted by the Major

part of interests therein. Provided that this act shall not be construed

to the prejudice of any former Grant of this Court and provided always

—nevertheless that if the said John Belden Samuel Keeler Sen' Matthew

Seamor Jlatthew St. John Benjamin Wilson Samuel St John James

Brown Benjamin Hickock Joseph Keeler Samuel Keeler J' Samuel

Smith Matthew St John Jonathan Stevens Daneel Olmstead John Sturde-

vant Jonathan Rockwell Joseph Whitney Thomas Hyatt James Benne-

dick Joseph Crampton and Richard Olmstead Thomas Smith Thomas

Canfield Samuel Snuth and Ebenezer Smith their heirs assigns or asso-

ciates. Do not or shall not within four Years ne.\t after the date of this

act or Grant, Settle or Dw«ll upon the said tract of Land to y° number of

twenty Eight families, and after continue and Dwell there for the Space

of four Years next following, that then it shall be in the Liberty and

power of this Assembly to grant of the said Tract of Land Settlement

to any other persons as they shall se cause."

" A true copy of Record.

" Test
" Caleb Stanly,

" Secretary.

THE RIDGEFIELD PATENT.

The following is a copy of the patent issued in

1714:
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" WHEREAS the Govoriiour, C'ouiicill and Kcpreaontiitives of Her

Miijestius Colony of CoiincctiiMitt in Now Eiit?laiiil in Gi'iicral Couft as-

BcniljIeJ, Dill liy an Act bearing Hale Oc'toli' lli'i' Anno Domini 17('9,

Grant nnto Joliii liulilen, Sanniel Keelcr Hi-M', Mattliow Seaniorc, Mat-

tliiaa Saiiitjolin, lienjaniin WillBOii, ('anincl Haintjolin, James Brown,

Benjamin llickcoclt, Josopli Heeler, Sannnd Keeler, Juii', Sam'

Smith, Matthew Saintjohn, Jonathan StcvcnH, Daneel Ohnsteil, John

Sturilevant, Jonatlian Kockwell, Joseph Whitne, Thomas Hyatt,

James Benedict, Joseph Cramptori, and Kichaid Olmsted, all of y»

Town of Norwalk, in y" County of Kairlield in y" Colony aforesaid,

and Tliomas Smith, Tliomas Cantield, Samuel Sndth, and Kbene/,' Smith

of the Town of Milford in y» County of New Haven, in y» Colony afore-

said. One Certain Tract of laud, as by the said act dotli full appear, the

same tract of land, being situate, butted, and bounded as in tlie saiil act

and Grant is Expresseil, Viz, On y" Soutli or Southerly with y" saiil Town

of Norwalk, On the West, or westerly with tlie line or boundary between

this Colony and the I'l-oviuce of New York, On the East oi- Eastwardly

partly with a line to be Continued and run like unto tlu! line between

the said Town of Norwalk and (lie Town of Eairticld, fnjm tlie North

end thereof unto a black Oak tree niaik't wilh letters & luiviug stones

laid about the same, Staniling upon the mountain Commonly Called y"

west Cedar mountain, and ]jartly with a direct andstreight line to be run

from the said black Oak tree to a Cei-taiii large white Oak Tree inark't,

and having stones laid about it. Standing at or Near the Northwest

Corner of Umpawaug Pond, and on the North or Northely with a direct

Strait line to be run from y said wldte Oak Tree to the Southwest Corner

of the Town of Danbury and Continued unto tlie said line or boundary

between this Colon}', and the Province of New York, be tlie same Tract

of land more or less, all which appears by tbe jiforesaid Act, And Whereiis

they, the said John Belden, Samuel Keelar Sen"", Matthew Seamore, Mat-

thias Saintjohn, Benjamin Willson, Sam* St. John, .James Brown, Benja-

min Hickcock, Joseph Keeler, Sam' Keeler Junf, Sam' Smith, Mattliew

Saintjohn, Jonathan Stevens, Daniel Olmsted, John Sturdevant, Jona-

than liockvvell, Joseiih Whitne, Thomas Hyatt, James Benedict, Joseiih

Crampton, and Richard Olmstedd, Thonuis Sniitli, Thomas Cantield, Sam-

uel Smitli, and Elienez' Smith pursuant to the law Title, tlie Tenure of

Our lands, have made application for a Pattent, for tlie Confirmation of

the said Tract of laud to tliem, their heirs and iissigns. Know all men
Therefore by these i)resents, that the Governour and Company of Her
Majestie To Colony of Conuecticutt by Virtue of the Power Granted to

them, by our Late Soveraign Lord King Charles the Second, of blessed

memory in and by his said Majesties Lett" I'attents under tlie Great Seal

of England healing Date the Twenty third day of April! in the fouiteenth

year of his lieign ; Have Given. Granted, Katified and Confirmed, and

by these presents. Do Give Grant, Eatifie and Confirm botli for tliem-

eelves, their heirs and Successors, unto the said ,Iolin Belden, Samuel

Keeler Sen', Matthew Seamore, Mattliias S' John, Benjamin Willson,

Sam' St Joliu, James Brown, Benjamin Hiclicock, Joseph Keeler, Sam'

Keeler Jun', Sam' Smith, Matthew St John, Jonathan Stevens, Daniel

Olmstedd, John Sturdevant, Jonathan Itockwell, Joseph Whitne, Thomas
Hyatt, James Benedict, Joseph Crampton, and llicliard Olmsted, Thomas
Smith, Thomas Canfleld, Sam'' Smith and Ebeuez'' Smith and to their

heirs and Assigns for ever all, and singular the above mentioned Tract

of land and Every part thereof, witli all and Singular rights proffits,

privilidges Commodities, Eniolnmeuts and a])purtenances what forever

To the said Tract of land belonging or in any ^^ ise aiipertainiiig, To
Have And To Hold the said Tract of lanil, and every part thereof unto

them the said John Belden, Samuel Keeler Sen', Matthew Seamore, Mat-
thias St John, Benjamin Willson, Sam' Saintjohn, James Brown, Benja-

min Hickcock, Joseph Keeler, Samuel Keeler Jun', Sand Smith, Mat-
thew Saintjohn, Jonathan Stevens, Daniel Olmsted, John Sturdevant,

Jonathan Jlnckwell, Joseph Whitne, Thomas Hyatt, James Benedict,

Joseph Crampton and llicliard Olmstedd, Thomas Smith, Thomas Can-
field, Samuel Smith and Ebenez' Sniitli and To their heiis and assigns

forever and to their Only proper benefitt and behoof, from the day of the

date hereof, and from time to time and att all times forever hereafter as

a good, sure, lawfull, absolute, and Indefeafable Estate of inheritance in

Fee Simple, without any Condition Limitation use or other thing to

alter, or make void the same. And in such Shares and in such propor-

tion.s, as they either .already have or hereafter shall agree for y« Division
and partition of the same. To Hold of her Jliijestie, Her heirs and Suc-
cessors, as of her Majesties Mannor of East Greenwich in the County of

Kent, in the Kingdoni of England in free and Conimoii socage, and not

in Capitcc, Nor by Knights service Yielding and paying therefor to Our
Soveraign Lady the (iueeu her heirs and Successoi-s forever. Only y
fifth part of all the Oar of Cold and Silver which from Time to Time
and att all times forever hereafter Shall be there Gotten had or obtained
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in Li<Mi of all Services, Duties and dcniandu what forever a/.c<rdins to

CliartiT. In Witness whereof wo have caused the Heal of the Odojiy Ut

be hereunto alfixeil in Hartford y« Twenty second day of Mny in the

Tliirteenth year of tlie reign of Our Soveraign La<ly Anne, by the Gra<;«

of God, Queen of Great Britlain France and Ireland, Defender of the

Faith &c Anno Domini 1714.

" G. Saltoxhtall,
" Uocemor,

" By His Hon'' Command
" Hkz; Wvij.ys,

" .SVcry.

" Recoided in y« Publick records of y« Colony of Connecticut Second

book of entries of I'attents and Surveys of lands Folio .'j2, .0;), Hi.

"p' Hez: Wyi.i.yg,

" Secrell."

THE SETTLEMENT.—XAME.S OF I'lOXEERS.

The preliminary steps having now been taken, the

pioneers were next to decide upon tlie location of

their future home ; .and the first settlement was made

upon the site of the present village of Kidgefield.

A street running east and west, with the generoas di-

mensions of six roods in width, was at once surveyed

along the eastern declivity of tlic ridge. On either

side of this street were located the hoine-ldts, of two

and one-half acres each. In the rear of the.se lots

additional lots of five acres were laid out.

In the early days the lottery system was in vogue

for almost all purpose.? of raising money for public

improvement. Manufacturing establishments were

founded in this way, money raised for churches, etc.,

and the good people of Kidgefield drew their home-

lots in a lottery. In various records in Xew England

it was styled " pitching for land."

ACTS RELATING TO HOME-LOTS.

The following interesting extracts are taken from

the town records

:

" The seL'cral A cts Jielatinij to yc Home Lnttx the addition made to the

Same is an folloifeth.

"Nov I"' 1708 Voted by said proprietors that a Commettee shall be

chosen to Lay out the Town l*k>tt.

".\t the Said Meeting the said iiropiietors by a Major Vote appointed

and made Clioise of M' Samuel Keeler Sen' Malthew Seanier, Joseph

Bouton with John Copp to Lay out the Town Tlott.

"At the said Meeting Voted by said ]iroprietors that the Home Lotts

now to be Lay'd out by said Committee shall be Two Acres and one half

acre.

" At the said Meeting Said Proprietors by a Jliyor Vote EosoIvcb

and agrees that there shall be a Division of Land added to the Hear of

the Home Lotts to tiie Number of five acres to ICach Division. And
the said Committee is Impowered to act their best Skill A Judgement

to Equalize the Want of quality by adding or allow ing quautily to such

Himie Lotts & Division of Addition as they in judgement may find

wanting.

"At a Meeting of the said Proprietors Convened in Norwalk Nov j-*

8il> 170S.

"The above said Committee makes a Ketnrn of Iheir doings in and

about the Home Lotts & y addition made to y Rear of y Siime. Wilh

au account of such Disproportion of their quality, that by all that they

had done in y matter of equalizing them there still needed a further

Allowance to some Liitts as they were by them Layd out with the Divi-

sion added to y Rear of them.

" Upon which Return made by said Committee The said proprietors at

y said meeting by a Jlajor Vote ImiKuver said Committee to E»>gulate

that matter accoixling to y best of their judgements to add to such Home
Lotts & Division annexed. Or to any other Division of Lands to Iw

Lay'd o>it to any such proprietor, to wliom such Home Lott with y
auext Division shall fall to when Drawn, tliat by sjiid Committee shall

be Judged Wanting in quality with the Generality of j"* best of the

Home Lots and annext Divisions.



634 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

" At a meeting ofy said Proprietors Convenied in Norwallc November

J"! 25 1708,

" Voted by Said proprietors that the Lotterie prepared for ye Distribu-

tion of the Home Lotts with y« anext Division, unto the said proprie-

tors Shall at this time be Drawn, Which Lottery is methodized as fol-

loweth :

"Beginning on the East Tear of Lotts, ye southermost Lott joining to

the Land Lay'd out for a burying Yard—Calling that Lott the first in

Number, & sucsevively Northward to the 12"" Lott and then begining at

ye Northermost Lott on the West tear numbering said Lott ye thirteenth

Lott and so sucsessively Southward to the Twenty fifth Lott.

" The Draught of which Lottery was as foUoweth.

No.

1 Samuel Saint John

2 Samuel Keeler Jun'

3 Jonatliau Kockwell

4 Thomas Caufield

5 The Proprietors Reserve

C Matthias Saint John

7 Joseph Whitney

8 Samuel Smith of Milford

9 James Brown

10 John Belden

n Richard Olmsted

12 Thomas Smith

13 Jonathan Stevens

No.

14 John Sturdevant

15 Thomas Iloyt

16 Benjamin Wilson

17 Benjamin Hickock

18 Matthew Saint John

19 Joseph Keeler

20 Matthew Seamer

21 James Bennedick

22 Joseph Crampton

23 Samuel Smith

24 Daniel Olmsted

25 Samuel Keeler Sen*'"

The following location of the home-lots was made
by the Eev. D. W. Teller

:

Lot No. 1 was where Mr. John S. Keeler now re-

sides.

No. 2 was immediately north of this, and lying

between it and the corner south of Mr. Abraham
Holmes'.

Nos. 3 and 4 extended from Mr. Abraham Holmes'

to the present residence of Mrs. Mary Hatch.

No. 5 was the one now owned and occupied by

Mrs. Trad Hawley.

No. 6 extended from the south side of Mr. Henry

E. Hawley's residence to the north side of Mr. Joshua

I. King's garden.

No. 7 extended from the north side of Mr. King's

garden to the corner of the street north of Mr. Sereno

Hurlbiitt's residence.

No. 8 was the lot now owned and occupied by
Phineas Lounsbury, Esq.

No. 9 is now occupied by Philip L. Barhite, Esq.,

and Dr. William S. Todd.

No. 10 extended from the fence south of Mrs. Hyatt's

house to the fence north of Mr. Samuel J. Barlow.

No. 11 embraced the town-house lot, Mr. L. C.

Seymour's house and store, and Mrs. Wescott's house.

No. 12 extended from the residence of the late Josiah

Danchy, Esq., to the road north of Mr. Isaac Osborn's.

No. 13 included the present residences of Mr. Henry
Mead, Mr. Elijah L. Thomas, and Mr. Keeler Danchy.

Nos. 14, 15, 16, 17 extended from the fence north of

the Episcopal church to the corner south of the resi-

dence of J. Howard King, Esq.

Nos. 18, 19, 20, 21 extended from the road north of

Mrs. Sarah Jewitt's to the one south of Mr. David K.

Hoyt's.

Nos. 23, 24, 25 extended from the corner now occu-

pied by the carriage - manufactory .of Mr. Ebenezer

Jones to the fence south of the residence of Mr.

William Benedict.

It will be observed that lot No. 22 is omitted in this

reckoning, the reason for which is found in the fact

that it nowhere appears on the town records after it

was numbered and drawn. The inference is that it

was thrown out, for we find Mr. Joseph Crampton,

who drew the lot, located on the land now owned by
Mrs. Shaw and Mr. L. O. Northrop.

The next spring, after the division of the home-lots,

the proprietors proceeded to divide such parts of the

outlying lands as would be most suitable for grazing,

plowing, and mowing, sharing equally in each.

The following will show the method ofsuch division

:

" At a Meeting of said Proprietors Convened March 1", 1708^,

" The proprietors, by a Major Vote do agree upon a Division of Plow

Land to be Lay'd out as soon as may be.

"At the said Meeting the Proprietors by a Major Vote have chosen

M"^ Samuel Keeler Sen' Matthias Saint John and Samuel Smith for

their Committee—To take a view of what Lands are suitable to Lay out

for a Division of Plow Land within the Limits of One Mile and a half

from the Center of the Town Plott, and Lay out what Land they so find

into such Divisions as the Land will allow according to the number of

proprietors."

" At a meeting Convened of said Proprietors March 28"", 1709,

" The said Conmiittee make Return of their Doings on the Land found

within ye limits stated in ye Vote passed Blarch the 1" as above said, fix-

ing upon si.x acres to a Division, and accordingly to their best skill and

Judgement have Lay'd out a number of Divisions equal to the number

of proprietors, allowing to some Divisions more measure than ye fixt

quantity to equalize them with the better Divisions.'*

It will be observed in every instance that the quality

of the land determined the quantity. No home-lot fell

below two and one-half acres, but it might consist of

three or three and one-half acres if it was deemed of

poor quality. So also the five-acre lots in the rear

might have five acres or more in them. Then there

would be sections of land not reckoned, and these

might lie between two divisions, afterwards to be ap-

propriated to some new-comer. This would apply to

the outlying lands rather than to the village lots.

In the spring of 1709, on the 22d of April, Ebenezer

Smith, of Milford, by a major vote of the proprietors,

was permitted to come in and share equally with the

twenty-five. He settled on the lot where George

Smith, Esq., now resides. This property has never

passed out of the Smith family.

Joseph Benedict, of Norwalk, was admitted in like

manner on the 31st of the following October. He
settled on the lot lying between Mr. William Bene-

dict's and Mr. L. 0. Northrup's, and, as originally

designated, between Mr. Samuel Keeleins and Mr.

Joseph Crampton's.

THE PIONEER BLACKSMITH.

The pioneers evidently anticipated the necessities

of the little settlement, for under date of May 6, 1712,

appears the following vote in relation to a black-

smith :

" At a meeting of the Proprietors of Ridgeficld at Ridgefield May the

6* A.D. 1712

"The said proprietors by their Major Vote Do Grant to M'. Benjamin

Burt now resident of Norwalk, a certain Right of Lauds, Reserved by
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them for a Blaclcsmitli, wliicli Iliglit of land (-(intains one twonty-oiglitli

part of all the purchased Land contained within the liniitH of their

granted propriety or township. With also a piiviledgo to ])urcha80 with

them a like part or proportion of the unpurchased lands that lyeth

witliin y» granted Bi>nnds of their Townshi]) (of tlie Native proprietors

thereof) with al the Several Divisions already Layed out under said

Eight.

"To be to him, his heirs and assigns absolutely and as fully to have

To Have Hold, use oocnpie possess and injoy in as full and free a manner,

with the rest of the proprietors of said Granted Township, Provided

he the saiil Benjamin Burt, pay to Joseph Keeler of saiil Town of Ridge-

field ysum of nine pounds in money according to the agreement now

made with him. And with all convenient speed dwell as an inljabitant

among them in order to carry on the trade of a Blacksmith among them,

And forthwith Supply them with an able hand, to perform such Smith

work for them, that they stand in neeil of uutill he shall remove with

his family among them and bo thereby able to perform such work

for them himself, or by others under his care and Command, And it

is to be Understood that if the said Burt (shall at any time before

the full Termination of four Years from May the Ninth 171-',) have a

Mind to remove from them, he shall not give, grant, bargain, sell Di-

rectly nor Indirectly make any Alienation of saiil Right of Land granted

to him, b\it to such a person as shall be found capable to carry on the

work of a Blacksmith among them. And further the said Burt dorti

hereby promise and Oblidge himself faithfully to use his utmost endeav-

our to settle a Blacksmith on said Bight. If he shall incline to remove

from them after his continuence among them y« term of Years above

said.

"The above said y" original Draught of said act.

"Test Richard Olmsted,

Town Cleric.

" Recorded November 28, 1712.

" Per me John Copp,

Mr. Burt settled on the lot now occupied by the

Methodist church.

THE FIRST GRIST-MILL.

One of the greatest inconveniences experienced by

the early settlers was the want of mills for grinding

grain. The pioneers of Ridgefield early took this

matter into consideration, and under date Jan. 30,

1716, the following agreement was entered into for the

erection of a grist-mill:

" To all Christian People to whom tliese Presents shall Conte Greeting

Know Y'e that I Daniel Sherwood of Eidgfield in the County of Fairfield

and Colony of Connecticut in New Eiigland, For and in Consideration of

a bill of sale of Lands received of the Proprietors of Eiilgfield and bear-

ing date with these presents, which is to my full satisfaction. For and

upon which consideration afoi esaid 1 the said Daniel Sherwood for my-

self heirs and assigns. Do by these presents engage unto and Covenant

with y taid Proprietors of Ridgefield their heirs assigns, and associates

for the faithfull punctual, univeisal fulfilment of this Covenant, follow-

ing in every Condition Clause and article hereof viz.

" Imprimis, I y"^ said Daniel Slicrwood do engage for myself heirs and

assigns to erect a good sufficient Grist Mill on the Outlet of Alamanas-

guog Pond so called and known by the Proprietors of Ilidgfield.

" 2'^ly I declare myself bound hereby io maintain yo same and uphold

it (or another in the same place) always in good rigg, and order for

grinding.

"3'^\y I covenant for myself heii-s and assigns upon y" Teusdays and

Fridays of every week (when ever water may be had by y use of means)

to grind for said Proprietors, their heirs, iessigns, and associates, all sorts

of their grain, well and sufficiently, making good and well-conditioned

meal, and to take but, and no more, than three qiuirts out of each bushel

of Indian corn, and two quarts out of each bushel of wheat or rye, and

one quart of eai h bushel of malt (that I, my heirs, or assigns, shall grind)

for toll.

" Fourthly What was of grain shall be brought to j" said Mill by the

said proprietors, their heirs, assigns, or associates on the forcmeutioned

grinding days, more than can he ground on said days, that it shall on

the next following week days be gi'ound without delay, and the said

Sherwood do hereby bind and oblige myself, heirs, and assigns, that

whatever grain shall be brought on or before any of the wild (;rindinK

days (on any day) more than the ndll grinds on sai 1 days, shall be ground

out of hand, whether men wait and attend on tlie fjrludiug thereof or

not.

"Furthermore (according to the original intent of both iiartiei^. I y«

said Sherwood do bind an<l fjhligif niyhclf, beirn, and lui^ignf, l»y virtue

of this Covenant (in case of failure and n'^n-perf'ormanee (if every clause,

article, and condition, acconling to plain intent, or ufKjn ne;:lect of due

means, and all tlnjrongli, seas<jnable, and faithfull endeavours upon any

breaches whatsoever, to rectify, keep, an<I nnuutain. y same with every

thing necessary and essential therennt^*, in good trim and onJer, for the

ends before, covenanted and accordingly improve it) I, the sjiid Slierwo<jd,

by virtue hereof, do bind myself, heirs, and assigns, b> forfeit and deliver

up y*^ sairl Mill and Stream untrj tin; saitl iirujiriefor-s with all its j*roi>er-

ties and appuitenances ami priviledges wh.-rtscjever in airy wise thereunto,

shall at the tinro of forfeiture appei tain, hereby Covenanting not to ex-

port or cany away arry part property or ulensill whatsoever thereunto

belongirrg and do rrpon conilition of failure in c<7V(;nant for myself, heim,

and assigns, give unto the sairl Projrrietors of Ridgfield their heirs and

assigirs all full power aird authority to errter upon, posjiess, and enjoy the

same; and to convert and improve it to what end and use s iever they

please by virtue of these jireserrts. In Testimorry wher-ejf I do bind

nryself, heirs, rrrrd assigns, set to nry harrd aird seal this thirtieth day of

January anno Dominis 1710"

"DANIEL sriERWOOD [seal]

" In presence of us

JosKFH Plait

Ebenezek Barnum
"Ridgfield .Jan' 30"> 1710" Personally Ap-

peared Dairiel Sherwood y« subscriber to

this instrument and did iu:knowledge it for

to be his free act aird deed before me
"JOSE I'll PLATT,

" JivUicc.

" Received to Record and Recorded )

Jany SO"" 1710" per me i

" Thomas Haiiley,

Mr. Daniel Sherwood erected his mill, as desig-

nated, on the outlet of Mamanasco Lake, and was

appropriated a home-lot immediately north of Mr.

Benjamin Burt's.

Rev. Thomas Hauley was doubtless here prior to

1713 ; in that year his signature is annexed to a deed

as a witness.

OTHER PURCHASES FROM THE INDIANS.

On the 18th of March, 1715, the proprietors made a

second purchase of lands from the Indians, as the fol-

lowing deed will show

:

"Know all men by tlicfte presents that I Tackora alias Oreneca, Indian,

one of the native pr'oprietoi"s arrd owners of these tracts of uupurchaseil

lands Lying above Ridgefield in y« Ojunty of Fair-ficld and C*.)lony of

Conirecticut in New Krrgland for arrd in coirsider-atiou of four jHtunds

Cnrrerrt moirey of y<' Culorry of Corrrredicrrt to me irr hand pai I, or

secured to be prrid by y= proprietor's of the Town of Ridgfield in the

County arrd Cidony aforesaid viz M' Richar d Osbrrrn Samuel Sairrt John

Berrjamin Wilson Thonras Snrith Thomas Hauley Jonah Keeler-, Timothy

Keeler Kur^ Samuel Snrith Darnel 01m^ted, Joiratbarr Rockwell llerrja-

inin Hayt Ueirry Whitrro Joseph Northrup Jlill' Sirnruel Snrith Joshua

Lobdell Moses Nor thrup Berrjirrniri Boiredick. Richard Olrrrsted, Ebenezer

Snrith Jarrres Wallace Daniel Sherwood, Berrjanrirr Brrrt David Scott John

Sturxlevarrt .loseph Piatt Milloril Thomas Hyalt y Ueiis of Tlromiks

Rockwell decerrsed Matthew Sairrt Johrr JIallbias Sairrt John Joseph

Keeler Matthew Seamer Darriel Ariirs Jarrres lierredict Joseph Berredict

James Nor thrup Joseph Cnirrrpton and Jonatlrarr Wwd, Have and do by

these pi'csents freely crearly arrd absolutel.v Gr-arrt Sell rrud 0^»rrfir-rn urrto

the above named pi-oprietois of the Town of RiJgefieKI and their heirs

arrd i\ssigns fiir ever a certain tr'act or parcel of Land beUurgiag unto me

y said Or eneca Lying Situate beirrg lioumled iws followeth viz begiiining

at tt White Woorl tr ee stundirrg about four i\ids west ofy Mill and stands

on the north tide of the outUtl running out of Mamanaspiogg i>oud on
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which the Mill now stands and from tlience running l>y y said Outlett

till we come to a small Elm Staddle marked on each side and standing

on tlie East side of .v« Mill outlett, and from thence over Titicns to a but-

ternutt tree, and from thence under the Mountain as tis bounded by

marked trees till we come 1 1 a Hack Oak tree marked on each side,

thence Elbowing till we come to a marked Bass tree Lying by a brook,

near the lower end of Mopoas Kidge, thence immediately across y«

brook to a black Oak tiee a little below the Lower End of Mopoos

Kidge, thence over Titicus near a Northwest line as tis bounded by trees,

to a small black Oak Staddle standing by a small brook, running out of

the West hills, thence Directly over the brook near a southwest line to

a white Oak tree under y mountain with stones laid about the same

which is a corner boundary and from hence a South or South East line

as tis bounded to a Small Walnut Staddle standing on a heap of rocks,

thence something South East down towards y" pond; thence something

Eastward between the mountain and Mamanasquogg pond to the lower

end thereof, over a small run then named punch Brook, thence about

fourty rods Soutli East to a white Oak tree marked and stones Lay'd

about the same which was the lower corner meeting with the Old I'ur-

chase, all which quantity or parcel of Land, I the said Oicneca Have
Sold and Confirmed unto y above named propiietors their heirs and

assigns fur ever to enjoy ye same in quantity and quality, according to

each mans interest or propriety' of Lands in Itidgefield, inmiediately be-

fore the purchase hereof i.e. a half right man shall have but half so

good an interest in the bargained ])remises as a whole right man shall,

(the said James Wallace excepted To Have and to Hold unto them y*^

said proprietors their heirs and assigns for ever, y said bargained prem-

ises with all the priviledges and Appurtenances thereunto belonging, to

the only nse benefit and behoof of the said proprietors tlieir heirs and

assigns for ever, without any Let Claim or molestation from me the said

Orreneca, alias Tackora or my heirs Executors administrators or assigns

for ever, or friun any per.son or persjns, Indian or English or any other

by from or under me or them whatsoever Laying and Demand Challenge

or Claim thereunto and I the above named Oreneca do bind myself ni}'

heirs Executors and administratois firmly by these presents to free and

exonerate all the above bargained premises from any former and other

Grants, bargains mortgages or any other incuinbrances Whatsoever. In

Witness whereof I the said Oreneca have hereunto Set my hand and Seal

this IS"" day of March anno Domini 1715.

his

." ORENECA X TACKOKA.
mark

" Signed sealed and delivered

in presence of us

ehph.4let lockwood

Joseph 1'latt

OCOMOYWA X ^nrlc

Consent.

" Norwalk within the County of Fairfield March 18th day anno Domini
1715. Personally appeared Tackora, alias Oreneca, Indian the subset iber

to this instrument and did acknowledge it to be his free act and deed

before me.

"Joseph Platt,

" Justice Peace.^^

"ISeceived to Eecord April 1715 and recorded by me.
" Thomas Hawley,

" Jtegister.'''

Again, on the 22d day of November, 1721, a third

purchase was made. The following is the deed

:

" Know nil mm hij these Presents, that I Tackore, otherwise Called Nor-

reneca Indian do for and in consideration of the Sum of Six Pounds in

Money to me in hand i)aid or secured to be paid by the Proprietors of

Eidgefield, whose names hereafter follows viz Thomas Hawley Kichard

Osbui n Samuel Saint John Benjamin Benedict Betijamin Burt Benjamin
Stebbins Ebenezer Smith Thomas Smith Kicliard Olmsted Joshua Lobdell

Milford Samuel Smith Kathan Saint John Henry Wliitny Jonathan
Eockwell Benjamin Hayt Now'' Samuel Smith Daniel Olmstead Timothy
Keeler Jonah Keeler Matthew Seamore Moses Northrup Jonathan Ab-
bott Allexander Resseguie Jonathan Wood, Joseph Benedict James Bene-

dict James Nortlirup Joseph Northrup Joseph Keeler Matthew St John
Thomas Eockweils Heirs, Benjamiti Wilsun Tliomas Hyatt, John Sturde-

vant Heirs, Joseph Piatt Gideon Platt Henry Dwight David Scott James
Scott Daniel Slierwood, Do Give Grant bargain Sell and by these presents

have given Granted Bargained Sold and fully confirmed unto the afore-

said Proprietors viz Tbonuis Hawley Richard Osboru Samuel Saint John
|

Benjamin Burt Benjamin Benedict with all the rest before named and

to their heirs and assigns for ever, a cei tain parcel or tract of Land lying

witliin ye Pattend bounds and supposed Township of said Eidgefield lying

and Described as follows viz Beginning upon y north side of the Brook

at the South End of Titicus or Tomspring mountain (so called) at a great

Tree marked in the Old purchase line. Thence South West to the South

End of ye long swamp marking trees. Thence to the East side of Round
pond, and by said Pond to the North West side of it. Thence Norwest

acrost the Hills to a brook running into the east end of the Long Pond
marking Trees from thence a direct coui-se over the brook to a Hemlock
tree standing on Titicus River by the Sand Bank near a brook running

into Titicus on the West side of said Tree which tree is thus marked B
and thence as the river runs to said Tackore' Old House to a white Oak
Tree marked near a horse pound, tlience crossing the River to a Tiee

marked just on the River Thence across y south end of Mopoos Eidge

to a great White Oak tree standing at the northermost part of a swamp
thence crossing the end of the swamp to another marked tree crossing

the end of a plain Ridge of Land over Mopoos brook comeing from tlie

north to a white Oak tree marked standing on j" East side of a brook by

the bank.
'' Thence easterly to the range of Asproom Mountain and southerly

down under the mountain to the head of Mamanasco hill to a white Oak
tree standing on the East side of the liiver near the Watering place.

Thence under Asproom mountain at the foot thereof to Copps Mountain

and down to the Old line and by said line Westerly to the Mill at the old

boundary, and from thence to the first mentioned place in the boundaries

in computing their former purchased called the New purchase.

"To Have and To Hold said Granted and bargained premises with all

the priviledges and appurtenances to the same belonging or in any wise

appertaining I Norreneca say I have sold and fully made over y same

unto the said Thomas Hawley Richard Osborn Samuel Saint John &c

with the above named proprietors and to their heirs and assigns for ever,

who shall and may for ever hereafter by virtue hereof Enter upon possess

and Enjoy y same Convey Convert alienate and improve the same accord-

ing to their Several Interests in what way and manner, to what use and

end soever, they the above named proprietors their heirs and assigns

shall find convenient. Furthermore I the said Norreneca do hereby

Covenant and Engage to Warrant and Defend y same for ever to ye above

said proprietors, their heiis and assigns from me my heirs E.xecutors or

Administrators or any Indian or Indians, whatsoever Laying any Law-

full Claim or Challenge thereunto. In Testimony Whereof I do here-

unto Set my hand and Seal this 22'i day of November Anno Domini

1721.

his

"NOEREKEKE X Indian, [seal.]

mark
" Signed Sealed and Delivered

in presence of us

Benjamin Stenblvs

Timothy Canfield

" On the 22<i of November anno Domini 1721 Norreneca Indian person-

ally appeared and acknowledged the above wiitten Instrument to be his

free act and deed before me.

"Richard Osboen,
" Justice.

" Received to Record November 22"^ 1721 and recorded pr me
"Thomas Hawley,

" Register."

On the 4th of July, 1727, a fourth purchase was

made. The following is the deed

:

" Kiioiii all men hi/ these presents Tliat We Japorneck & Moees, Indians

belonging to Wepack or long pond sj Called & Richard and Samm In-

dians belonging to ammawogg do For and in Consideration of eighteen

pounds in money or goods Equivalent, two guns. Eighteen Shillings in

hand received, anil Three bottles Khum, paid by ye propriete of Ridge-

field, Whose Names hereafter Follow, Viz, Thomas Hauley, Richard Os-

burn, Sam' Saiutjohn, Benjamin Benedict, Benjamin Burt, Benjamin

Stebbins Ebenez' Smith, Thomas Smith, Richard Olmsted Joshua Lob-

dell, Blilf Sam' Smith, Nathan Saiutjohn, Henry Whitne.Jonath" Eock-

well, Benjamin Hayt, Jonathan Abbott Sen'', Allexand' Eesseguie, Titus

Wood, Joseph Benedick, James Benedict, James Northrup, Joseph

Northrup Joseph Lee, Joseph Keeler, Benjamin Heacock Benjamin Wil-

son, Thomas Hyatt, John Stiirdevants heirs, Joseph Platt, Gideon Platt,

David Scott, James Scott, Dan' Sherwood, Norw Sam' Smith, Daniel Olm-

sted, Timothy Keeler, Jonah Keeler, Matthew Seamore, Joseph Hobart,
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Closes Nortlirup, Give, Grant bargain Sell, and by these presents do freely

fullj', and absolutely Sell Convey and Confirm unto y" said Proprieto"

above named, according to your sevor' interests in the I'roprictyship of

Eidgefield, a Certain tract, or parcel of land lieroafter described, and

mentioned. Namely, all y lands included witbin y" lines liercafler men-

tioned, beginning at a large White Oak tree mark't. Standing about

twenty miles three hundred and five rodds from Cortbinds point tlje lino

agreed upon by the Cammissi(m and from thence a lino S"uthcrly par-

allel! to y" line Call'd twenty miles from Hudson liiver, till it meet y"

former purchase made by Cottoona: and again from y" fon^ mentioned

white Oak Tree a line Northerly parallel also to said Twenty mile lino

till it meet y" purchase made of Takore, Comprehending all y land,

Eastward of said lines, till it come to y old purchase lines, to have and

to hold y said Granted and bargained premises with all ye priviledges

and Commodities to the same belonging, or in any wise appertaining, We
said Indians have sold and fully made overy same unto y» above Named
Proprietors and to their heirs and assigns forever, in such proportion as

above, according to tlieir sever' interests to tliem and theirs. Sole and

proper use and benefltt, who shall and may forever hereafter by virtue

hereof enter upon, possess and enjoy y same. Convey, Convert, alienate

and improve it in what way and manner, to what use and soever, they

the above named proprieto" tlieir heirs and assigns Shall See Convenient.

" Furthermore we the said Japorneck, Kichard Moses and Samm, In-

dians, do for ourselves and heirs hereby Covenant and Engage to warrant

and defend y same forever unto y» proprieto* of Kidgefiehl aforesaid and

to their heirs and assigns forever, from us and our heirs or any persons

what forever, whether English orindians laying any lawful! claim Chal-

lenge or demand thereunto.

"In Testimony whereof we do hereunto set our hands and Seals this

4«i' day of July Anno Domini 1727.

" JAPORNECK, his X mark, [seal.]

RICHARD, Jus X mark. [seat,.]

MOSES, his X mark. [SEAI,.]

SAM, hU X mark. [seal.]

WETT HAMS, hisX mark, [seal.]

AMMON, his X mark. [seal.]

" Signed Sealed and delivered

In presence of us

John Bolt, hia X mark.

Peter Randall.

"July 4"", 1727 then appeared y« persons of Japorneclc Moses, Richard,

Sam, Wett Hams, and Amnion Ind ans, and did aclcnowlodge the above

written Instrument to be their free act and deed. Before me
" Richard Osburn

" Juste.

" Received to record July i't, 1727 and recorded pr me
" Thomas IIauley,

" Jiegister.^^

Two other purchases were made in the year 1729,

—the first on the 7th of March, the second on the

10th of April. Below are the deeds

:

" Know all men by these presents that we Japporneck, Amnion and Wett
hams, Samm Moses, Pawgiienongi and Crow all Indians belonging to long

pond or Wepack for and in Consideration of a valuable reward paid or

to be paid by y» Proprietors of Ridgefield Have Given, Granted, bargained

Sold and by these presents do freely fully and absolutely Sell, Convey,

and Confirm unto y proprietors of Ridgefield their heirs and assigns for-

ever, according unto their several interests or proprieties a Certain Tract

or parcel! of land Supposedly in ye Townsliip of Ridgefield Lying Situate

and Butted and bounded as Followeth, Namely, Beginning AV'est at an
Oak Staddle standing on y« west side of y Outlettof long pond about six

rods west of said Outlett, Near y lower fishing place, from thence South-

ward along y« line which Mr. Lewis run, and down to y old purchase

line; and from said Staddle Northward by said line of Mr. Lewis To
Titicus river, and bounded East by y» former purchase made of Jappor-

neck and by ye purchase made Tackora being in breadtli, about three

hundred and five rods.

"To Have and To Hold said Granted and bargained premises with
all ye liberties and privileges to y same belonging or in any wise appor-

taining.

" We say we have sold and fully made over y» same unto y said pro-

prieto" of Ridgefield according to their proportionable interests and
properties as above, and to their heirs and assigns forever, who shall and
may forever hereafter by virtue hereof, Enter upon possess and Enjoy y

same Convey Convert alienate and improve it, in what way and maooer,

to what use and end forever they the said proprietors their heim, or

assigns shall See Convenient.

"Furthermore Wo the saiil Japporneck Ammon and Wett HaroH,

Moses, Samm Pawrjuenongi and Crow do for ourselves heirs, and niisit^iui,

hereby Covenant and Engage to warrant and defend y alxjvc Granted,

and bargained premises unto y" said proprietxirs, their heirs and askigos,

from us Our heirs. Executors, administrators, or any manner of jwrwons

or persons what forever, English or indians laying any manner of Claim

Challenge or demand thereunto from by, or nn'ler us. or Ours, In Tes-

timony wheref)f we do hereunto set our hands and Seals this 7*^ day of

March Anno Domini 1729.

" JAI'ORNECK, hi»X rnark. [fiEAL.]

MOSES, hin X mark. [seal.]

SAMM, hiK X mark. [HEM.]

AMMON, //M X [seal.]

M'ETT'irAMS, his X [SEAL.]

PAWQUENONGI, hisX mark. |gEAL.]

CROW, his X mark. [seal.]

"Signed Sealed and Delivered

In presence of us

JosiAH Gilbert,

William Diiinkwater.

" March y 7"', 1729, then appeared personally y Subscribers Namely
Japporneck, Moses, Samm, Ammon, Wett Hams, Pawquenongi, Crow,

and did acknowledge y above written Instrument to be their free act

and deed. Before me
" RlCIIAUn OSBUEX,

" Justice.

"Received to record March 7"", 1729, and recorded pr mo
"Tho» Uawley,

" Iie(ji6t.^^

" Know all men hij the^e jore-^ents, that we Ahtopeer Moheus Neshucawpo

Tawquantose Wawsachini all Indians belonging unto Hooppacks, and

Jacob Turkey Indian belonging to Narrahawtong. For and in considera-

tion of a valluable Sum or reward paid by the proprietors of Ridgefield

which is to our full satisfaction, have given Granted bargained Sold, and

by these presents do freely fully and absolutely Sell Convey and confirm

unto said proprietors their heirs and assigns forever according to their

several interests the following Tract or parcell of Land— viz Beginning

at Danbury South West Corner Continuelng Our patten line till it meets

y 20 mile line between the Government, and then Southwardly by said

20 mile line, till it cross Titicus River and thence Eastwardly to Dan-

bury South West Corner, Bounded all along Southerly by our former

purchase.

" To Have and To Hold said granted and bargained premises with oil

the priviliges and appurtenances to y same belonging or in any wise

appertaining we say we have sold, and fully made over the same unto

y said proprietors and to their heirs and assigns forever, in proportion

to their several interests, who shall and may forever hereafter by virtue

hereof enter upon possess and enjoy the same, Convey Convert alienate

and improve it in what way and manner, to what use and end soever,

they y said proprietors their heirs and assigns shall see Convenient.

" Furthermore we the indians above named do for ourselves and heirs

hereby Covenant and engage to Warrant and Defend the same forever

unto the proprietoi'S of Ridgfield as above from us Our hell's or successors

or any manner of jierson w hatever English or Indians lawing any law-

full claim Challenge or Demand thereunto.

" In Testimony whereof we the above named Indians do hereunto

Set Our Hands and Seals this 10'>> day of Aprill Anno Domini 1729.

" JACOB TURKEY, his X ma k. [SE V.L.]

AH TOPPEER, hif X mark. [seal.]

MOKENS, his X mark, [SEAL.]

NESHUCAWPO, his X mark. [seal.]

T.\UQUATOOSE,;.K<X [seal.]

WAW SACHIM, his X mark. [seal.]

f WAW CALI, hisX mark. [seal.]

Ic.u'T JACOB, ;,.rx

" Signed Sealed and delivered

in presence of us

Israel Mead
Caleb Stroxo

Moses indian his X mark.

Ciiow, /iw.X mark."

• X mark. [seal.]
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Two other purchases were subsequently made of

the Indians,—one on the 28th of February, 1738, and

the other on the 6th of December, 1734,—but they

were of lands lying within the limits of the State of

New York, on the oblong ; and although the deeds

are recorded on the town records, they are not deemed

of suiHcient interest to be given a place here.

The eighth and last purchase of lands by the pro-

prietors of the Indians was made on the 19th of De-

cember, 1739. The following is the deed then given

:

"Ktiow all men hij these presents tliat we Betty y mother of Jacob Tur-

key, Capt Jacob Turlcey Mokquaroose, for and in consideration of y«

sum of six pounds five shillings money to us in Iiand paid, or secured to

be paid liy Lt Ebeu' Smith, Capt Daniel Olmsted, & Matthew Seaniore of

Ridgefield in y County of Fairfield and Colony of Connecticut in New
England and which is to our full Satisfaction , Do Give Grant Bargain

Sell and by these presents Have Given Granted, Bargained Sold and fnlly

confirm unto ye above S*^ Let Eben^ Smith Capt Daniel Olmsted & Mat-

thew Soamore and their associates, and to their heirs k assigns forever a

certain parcel! or tract of Lands Lying witliin new Pattent Bounds

Called in Townshipof Kidgefield, as it is Butted & Bounded on y** east

by Danbury Township, north by New Fairfield, on y west by y Govern-

ment Line Southerly by Our former Purchase made of Jacob Turkey. To

Have and to Hold said Gr'anted & Bargained piemises with all y« privi-

lidges &, appurtenances to y Same belonging or in any wise appertaining.

We y» said Betty, Jacob Turkey, Mokquaroose, say we have sold and

Fully made over yn same unto y« said Lt Eben'' Smith Capt Dan' Olmsted

and Matthew Seamore, their Associates, and their heirs and assigns for

Ever, who shall and may for Ever hereafter, by virtue hereof Enter upon

Possess and Enjoy ye Same Convey, Convert, Alienate, and improve ye

Same according to their Severall interests, in what way, and manner to

what use & end So Ever the}' ye above named Lt Eben Smith, Capt Daniel

Olmsted, and Matthew Seamore, their Associates, or their heirs and

assigns Shall See Convenient.

"Furthermore we ye said Betty, Jacob, Turkey, Mokquaroose, Defend
ye same for ever to ye abovesaid Lt Eben' Smith, Capt Dan' Olmsted, &
Matthew Seamore their associates heirs and assigns from us, our heirs

Exeeut" administrat", or any Indian or Indians Whatsoever, or any

manner of persons. Laying any LawfuU Claim Challenge, or Demand
thereunto. In Testimony whereof we do hereunto Set our hands & Seals

this lQ'i> day of December A.u. 1739.

BETTY, her X marlc."

This deed was also signed by other Indians, whose

names and marks are fully recorded on the town

records.

EXExMPTIOX FROM TAXATION.

Although the early settlers of Ridgefield were a

hardy and industrious people, and exerted every

effort to improve their store of worldly goods, still it

is evident that their task was not any easy one, and

that for many years the financial condition of the

town was at a low ebb, for, in 1725, we find them pe-

titioning the General Assembly for exemption from

taxation, as the following shows :

" The towns of Ashford, Hebron, Kidgefield, New Town, and Now Mil-

ford shall proceed to take and make a list of all the polls and ratable

estate by their listers, this present year, as other towns in this colony do.

And if either of the said towns are destitute of listers as the law directs,

to do the work, that then, in such case, such town so destitute shall

sometime in the month of June next meet together and choose a suita-

ble number of their inhabitants to be listers, who shall be sworn to that

office accordingly, who shall take the said list and transmit the same to

this Assembly to be holden at New Haven in October next."

the schools nor send no representative to the As-

sembly during the exemption.

At the expiration of the two years they found it

necessary to again request the same clemency, which

was granted " for the term of two years next to

come."

We find no repetition of this request, or anything

that would seem to indicate financial depression,

until 1740, when Ridgefield, together with Litchfield,

was fined and censured for not sending "the sum total

of the list of the polls and ratable estates" to the Gen-

eral Assembly. This doubtless may be attributed to

neglect rather than financial depression.

The following is the act of the General Assembly :

" Forasmuch as by one law of the colony entitled. An Act directing

listers in their duty and office, it is provided that if tlie listers in the

respective towns in this colony shall not anniuiUy send the sum total of

the list of the polls and ratable estates of the inhaViitants of such

towns to this Assembly at their sessions in October, such town shall be

doomed by this Assembly
;
and whereas the listers of the towns of

P.idgefield and Litchfield respectively have not sent the sum total of such

lists of the polls and ratable estates in the respective terms to the ses-

sions of this Assemlily in October la.st, according as it is in said act pro-

vided : this .\ssembly do sentence and doom the inhabitants of the town

of Ridgefield to pay into the public treasury of this colony the sum of

twenty-nine pounds fifteen shillings, and the inhabitants of the town of

Litchfiel 1 the sum of twenty-seven pounds, six shillings, and four pence;

and the Treasurer is ordered and directed to send forth his warrant to the

constables of the said towns, respectively, to levy and collect the said

sums of the inhabitants of the towns to which they belong, and to pay

in the same to the imblic treasury ; and the said constables are hereby

impowered, respectively, to levy the said sums of the inhabitants, and

required to jiay in the same to the public treasury, as is by law required

in cases where the lists are orderly returned to this Assembly."

THE PERRY FAMILY.

One of the old families of Ridgefield is the Perry

family.

Dr. David Perry, son of Micali Perry, of Fairfield,

practiced medicine in this town from 1772 to 1822,

the time of his death. In 1791 he became ordained

and filled the ofiice as rector of St. Stephen's Parish

for four years, on horseback with saddle-bags, prac-

ticing on week-days and preaching Sundays.

His son, Nehemiah Perry, M.D., succeeded him

in the town, and practiced for the term of fifty-five

years. His practice was extensive, being a circuit of

forty to fifty miles. As a physician and surgeon he

was one of the most eminent and skillful of his day,

the last ten years of his life being exclusively con-

sultation practice.

His son, the present Nehemiah Perry, M.D., suc-

ceeded him, and is the third of his family who have

practiced here for the last one hundred and thirty

years.

The petition exempting them for two years from

public taxes was granted, with the provision that the

town should draw no money out of the treasury for
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CH APT Eli LXIII.

RIDGEFIELD (Continued).

niDGEFIELD IN THE REVOLUTION.

Extracts from Town Records—Detailoil History of tlio Invasion—Tlio

Battle at KidgefielU—Woostor Mortally WouiiUcd—llcvolutioiiary In-

cidents.

TRYON'S INVASION.

In the beginning of the Revolutionary struggle

Eidgefield was inclined to remain true to the British

standard, as will be seen by the following resolutions

:

" t'trst. Wliereas application hath been made to the Select Men of the

Town of Kidgefield in Connecticut Colony by several of tlio inhabitants

of s** Town, to call a Special Town fleeting in order ti take into con-

sideration the ISesolution Entered into by the Late Continental Congress;

and the Inhabitants being accordingly met the 30"' day of January a.i>.

1775 Mr. Nathan OlmsleaJ was chosen Moderator. The Meeting then

proceeded to take into Consideration the said Kesolutions, and after ma-

ture Deliberation in said meeting the question was piit, Whether this

Town will adopt and Conform to the Ilesolves contained in y^ association

of the Continental Congress or not. Resolved in tjie Negative 9 Desent.

" Second, llesolt'ed, N C D That we do acknowledge his Blost Sacred

Majesty King George the 3*" to be our rightfuU Sovereign and do hereby

publickly avow our allegiance to him & his Lawfull successors—And
that we will to the utmost of our power, Supjiort his throne & Dignity

against Evry Combination in the Universe.

Thinl. Resolved N C D, That we do acknowledge that the three

branches of y« Legislation (to wit) the King, the House of Lords and

the House of Commons Convening and acting together have a constitu-

tional Right of Government over the whole and Every part of the British

Empire.

Fourlh. Resolved N C D that the Governour Council and Representa-

tives of this Colony being Indulged with and having an Established

Right of Legislation (tho' restricted) in and over this Colony, We do

hereby acknowledge & avow their Right of Government and Legislation

in and over this Colony And are confident that they are the Uightfnll &
Constitutional Rulers Directors and Guardians of our persons, properties

Rights Liberties and privilidges and We desire no other political Guides

or Guardians than Said Assembly and tho Officers Constitutionally ap-

pointed liy them, to keep the peace & Order of y» Colony and to Super-

intend the Execution of the Colony Laws.

" Fifth. ResoUed N C D That it would be dangerous and hurtfull to

the Inhabitants of this Town to adopt the said Congress measures ; and

we do hereby publickly disapprove of and protest against said Congress

and the measures by them directed to as unconstitutional—as subversive

of our real Liberties—and as countenancing Licenciousness Resolved N
C D That the Town Clerk bo directed to make out a true copy ofy above

s'<i votes & transmit them to one or more of the printers in New York,

that they may be published to the world.

" Test Stephen Smith.

" Regisier.^^

"At a Town Meeting held in Ridgefield by adjournment April lO""

1775 from March 7 1776.

" The Question Wiis put Whether y« Town will Explain their resolves

of the SO"" of January Lasts, Resolved in the Negative, The above Meet-

ing is dismissed.
" Test Stephen Smith,

" Register.''^

A CHANGE OF SENTIMENT.

At a town-meeting held Dec. 17, 1775, the following

action was taken

:

"On Motion made Wheither Said Meeting upon Reconsideration do

disannul the resolves April lO"" entered into and passed on tho 30"> Jany
1775, And adopt and approvo of the Continental Congress and the meas-

ures Directed to in tlieir association, for securing and Defending the

Rights and Liberties of y" United American Colonies.

" Resolved in the Affirmative Nem Con.
' Said Jleeting voted that the Town Clerk make out a Copy of tho

above, Residve and transmit the same to one of the printers in Now
York, in Order that the same may bo made public in the News Papei-s.

" Question put Wheither s'' Meeting will choose of a Committeo of

Inspections agreeably t<j the U"' article of y* u«»oclatlon of the Conti-

nental (JongrcsH.

" Resolved in the Afflrmative.

"And Samuel Olmsted Khij' Co> I'liillp Hnrr Itrailley Daniid (>jli-y Ym\'

Jacob Jones Stoi/hen Smith Timothy Keelcr, C'apt Jonah F<»tcr Nathan

Olmsted William Fori ster, John Benedict .Janips Swtt, EI(i,-ne/,<,-r Jonen

Abraham Betts, Matthew Keoler, Timothy Hen'fdict Nathan Slevenn

Samuel Gates David I'lalt Bartholomew Weed .lolin Joni-n I>.iniel Smith,

Icliabod Doolittle Abraham tjray Abraham Nash. SiluM Hall and A»ir

Hurlbut w(Me chosen (-omniittce as aboveHaid.

" At a Town Meeting lii-lil in Itidgetield Apiil 4"' 1777 Timothy Heeler

was chosen Moderator of Said Meeting. Said Meeting by a Major Vote i»

adjourned to the Meeting iloiise.

" Said Meeting Pursuant to a request and Resolve of the Governor and

his Committee of Safety, Chose .James Scott Matthew Keeler, Tun<»thy

Benedict & Samuel Gates, a Committee to provide for the faniilieH of such

soldiers as shall enlist into the Contiiie'ntal Anuy with necessaries at tho

prices stated by Law.
" Voted also that this Town will Give to each man that shall Inllst as

a Soldier int^) the Continental Service (for three years or duritig the war

being an Inhabitant of this Town, till the Quota of the Tow n to fill the

Continental Army be Compleated) .Six pounds Lawfull money for every

Year they are in said Service, to be paid as follows viz SLx ]>oundii at tho

time of their Inlistment.

"Tho next Six |>ounds to be paid within tho second year & so on

Yearly During their Continuance in Service.

'•.\nd those that engage, that have families, if they die in Ser^'ice by

Sickness or y« Sword to be paid to their Widows or Children one year

after their death.

" Also the Town by their Major Vote do agree to adhere to tho Law

of this State, Regulating the prices of tho Necessaries of Life.

"Voted that the Select Men procure Money in Loan or Otherwise, on

tho Town Credit or in the Towns behalf for the purpose of Encouraging

Soldiers to Enlist into tho Continental army And w hen the sum neces-

sary for that purpose is known, said Meeting vote, agree and grant a Ta.x

on the polls ife Rateable Estate of the Inhabitants of this Town, on tho

List of 177G, in order to repay the money that is or may be so ]>rocured

and Laid Out and either of the Select Men for the time being, or any

other person that the Select Men shall nominate Sl Depute, Shall be fully

Authorized to collect the said tax &c and the same apply to the use

aforesaid.

" Said Meeting is Dismissed.

" Test Stephen Smith
" RegUler.^*

The following extracts relating to the war of the

Revolution are also from the town records :

" At a Town Meeting held in Ridgefield Nov 17"" 1777 Capt Jonah Fos-

ter was chosen Moderator of s'"" meeting.

"Said Meeting by their Major Vote Chose David Olmstead, Samuel

Olmsted 3"i, Timothy Keeler li', Elienezer Jones, John Watorous, Silas

IhiU, Ichabod Doolittle, Daniel Rockwell, Bartholomew Weed to be a

Committee to proc\iro Cloathing, for the Sohliera in the Continental

Army (that tho Assembly of this State, hath Required the Town to pro-

vide for).

" Test Stephen Smith,

" Rfgistfr."

" At a Town Jleeting held in Ridgefield January S»> 177S, Lieut Nathan

Olmsted was chosen Moderator of said Sleeting,

" The Question was put in said Meeting, Wheither tho Articles of

confederation and perpetual Union, Drawn up and published by the

Honourable, Continental Congress bo appiwed. Resolved in the Affirm-

ative.

" Ttst Stephen Smith,

" Rrgitltr."

"At a Town Meeting held in Ridgofiold Jlarch 3'i 177S Samuel 01m-

stead Esq' was chosen Jloderator of ,<^iid Jloeling.

" By a Jlivior Vote eaiil Jleeting nuule choice of .lohn Bonedict, Esqr*

and Timothy Keoler 2^ to be a Committee to distribute the Sjilt, tx-long-

ing to this Town as follows viz One Quart thereof to each person of the

several families of the men or that are Inhabitants of this town that

have taken the Oath of fidelity to the State of ConntH-tiont, and likewise

to each person of tho famiros of the Widows in this Town that are

accounted friendly to tho United States of .\niorica, ami likewise to each

pel-son of tho families of those men in this town that are in the Oonti
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nental Arriiy ; and said Committee are to take Gd LawfuII money per

Quart for the same, of the persons they deliver tlie salt to; and that

said Committee attend upon y" business. of Delivering the salt, on the

afternoon of each Tliursday and Monday in this month till the whole he

delivered out, and also Keep and Render true accounts of tUeir doings in

the premises to the Select Men by the first of April next.

" Voted also that the Conimitteee appoiuted to take care and provide

for the families of the Men in the Continental Army, Receive or draw

out of the Town Treasury £6 0' 0'^ agreeable to the Vote of the Town,

and lay the same out for the use and benefit of the Widow and family

of Elisha Gilbert deceased.
" Test Stephkn Smith,

" Register."

"At a Town Meeting lield in Bidgefiold 9 Aug 1779 Samuel Olmsted

Esq' was chosen Jloderator of said meeting. Said meeting was adjourned

from the Town House to the Meeting House.

" Samuel Olmsted Esq' and M' Robert Edmond were chosen Delegates

for the Town in order to meet in County Convention at Redding on the

10"> Instant at the Dwelling House of Lieut Stephen Betts at 8 O'clock

in the morning in order to oonsult and adopt suitable mejisures to prevent

the further Depreciation of the paper Currency and Raise its value.

" In said Meeting the Question was put Wheither any person that was

an inhabitant in this Town, and hath Absconded and gone over to or

joiued the Enemy of the United States (and hath returned or shall return

unto the Town) be admitted to dwell in tlie Town, without the Liberty

& approbation of the Town first had and obtained by such person or

persons. Resolved in the negative.
" Test Stephen Smith,

*' Register "

'• At aTown'Meeting held in Ridgefield June 29 1780.

" Daniel Coley Esqr was chosen Moderator of said meeting.

"Said Meeting Granted a Tax of six pence Lawful! money on the

pound on the Town List of 1779 to bo collected by the first day of August

next and put into the Town Treasury.

" Said Meeting granted to each able bodied effective man that shall

voluntarily, Inlist or hath lately been detacli'd to fill up this Towns
quota in the Continental Arm.y thirt.y Shillings Lawfull money per

month during the time they are in said service. Also to each Soldier

that shall or hath lately been Detacli'd for this state service (as a

soldier) Thirty Sliillings Lawfull money per month for all the time they

shall be in said service over and above one month and the money to be

drawn out of the Town Treasury and paid to them respectively. Daniel

Coley Esq' and David Scott was by said meeting appointed a Committee

for that purpose."

" At a Town Meeting held in Ridgefield Aug 23'5 1780.

" Timothy Keeler was cliosen Moderator of said Meeting.

"Said Meeting by their Major vote Revoked the vote of the Town
whereby a tax was granted of six pence on the pound on the List of

1779 in a Town Meeting held June 29 1780.

"Said Meeting Voted that they would raise money by Tax on the List

of 1779 and give to the Soldiers and non Commissioned officers that have

been or shall be in the Service of the Continental and this State from

the first of last March duiing this years campaiii.

"Said Meeting made choise of Benjamin Smith, William Forester,

Timothy Keeler Esq' Stephen Smith and Stephen Norris a Committee to

prepare a Jlemorial to be prefered to the General Assembly. Request-

ing that for the future the metliod of Raising and procureing Soldiers

for the Continental and State Service the present war, may be by classing

men, viz. all the men from sixteen and upward—and each class to pro-

cure a man for said service.

"Test Stephen Smith,

" Register"

"At a Town Meeting held in Ridgefield Nov. 20">, 1780 Daniel Coley

Esq was chosen Moderator of said Meeting,

"Said Meeting V()ted that a Committee should be chosen and as soon

as may be to make Enquiery and Obtain the number of the Men that

the Town is DcfiL-ient respecting tlieir Quota of Soldiers in the Conti-

nental Army And Thaddeus Rockwell and William Forrister were

chosen for the purpose aforesaid.

" Al.so said Meeting by their Major vote made Choice of Nathan Smith

and William Forrister to receive the salt necessary for putting up the

Provisions required of this Town to be provided for the Army and to

perform every part respecting said Provisions agreeable to an Act of the

General Assembly of this State in their last session."

" At a Town Meeting held in Ridgefield Feby S"" 1781 Capt Jonah
Foster was Chosen Moderator of said Meeting.

" Said Meeting Voted that the method for raising and procuring five

Men for this State Service to serve as Soldiers in Col Beebes Regiment

at Hoi-seneck for the term of one year, be by classing the Inhabitants

into five classes.
'

"And that three of the classes divided out to procure Soldiers for fill-

ing up the Continental Arm.v be formed into one class. And the three

committee men living in the southern three classes that were appointed

to class the Inhabitants as above expressed be a committee for the cbjss

in the southern part of tlie Town and 'so successively through the Town
to the North end thereof.

"And Samuel Olmsted Esq, Nathan Olmsted and Robert Edmond be a

committee for the Southern class. And John Benedict Esq Benjamin

Smith and John Jones a committee for y second class.

" And Col Bradley Stephen Smith and Silas Hull a committee for the

third class.

" And Daniel Smith, Matthew Northrop, and Jonah Foster a commit-

tee for ye fourtli class.

" And Daniel Coley Esq, W"" Forrister and Capt Sears a committee for

the fifth class.

" Also said meeting Resolved that the Representatives of this town be

and they are hereby Instructed to use their Influence in the Honorable

General Assemblv in remonstrating to Congress against a late resolve of

Congress respecting the setting of half pay on the supernumerary Oflir

eers lately belonging to the Continental Army."
" At a Town Meetiijg held in Ridgefield March 23"! 1781.

" Col. Philip Bradley was cliosen Moderator of said meeting.

"Said Meeting made choice of Capt David Olmsted, Col Bradley,

Ebenezer Olmsted William Forrister and Stephen Norris a committee to

procure Soldiers to complete the Towns Quota for filling up the Conti-

nental Army and this States service.

" Said Meeting Resolved and Ordered that the several classes that have

procured Recruits for the Continental Army deliver their said Recruits

to the Selectmen at the houses of Clements Smith and Daniel Coley Esq

On Wednesday the 28^^ of this Instant at ten oclock in the morning in

order to be taken to Danbury to be Mustered and delivered to an Officer

and forwarded to the Continental Army."
" At a Town Meeting held in Ridgefield April 13"i 1781,

" Capt Jonah Foster was chosen Moderator of said Meeting.

"Said Meeting made choice of John Benedict Samuel Olmsted Esq,

Col Bradley and William Forrister a committee (In Behalf of the Town)

to make a settlement with the Men that were in service tlie last cam-

paign either Continental or State that were Inhabitants of or counted

for tlie Towns Quota ; Or witli a committee by them appointed respecting

two Grants they say was made them by y Town at their Town Meetings

held in Ridgefield on y^ 20^^ day of June 1780 and on ye 23"i of August

1780 and make report to a future Town Meeting."

The following account of the invasion of Connec-

ticut by the British in 1777 is taken from " Hollister's

History of Connecticut :'

" Sir William Howe had been informed that the

Americans had large depositories of military stores in

Danbury and its neighborhood. He determined to

destroy them without delay, and in casting about him
for a faithful operator in this most invidious of all

employments who would be remorseless in the use of

the torch he hit readily upon His Excellency Gov-

ernor Tryon, of New York. He could hardly have

made a more admirable selection.

" Howe was a shrewd judge of character, and knew
well that nothing so effectually calls out the latent

energies of a man of genius as a sudden appeal to old

and cherished recollections. Now, there was no part

of the world that could awaken in the mind of Wil-

liam Tryon so many lively and searching associations

as Connecticut. The name of the little republic

made His Excellency's hair bristle with certain sen-

sations that a soldier ought not to entertain. From
the time when that irreverent company of Connec-

ticut dragoons had scattered the type belonging ta



RIDGEFIELD. 641

the administration's organ through the KtrectH of New
York, and driven one of his pets, Rivington, with

hundreds of Tories tliat were worthy of being elevated

to tlic dignity of governor's liorse-guards, lie had felt

the liveliest emotions at the very sound of tlie word

'Connecticut.' In some way it was inseparably con-

nected in liis mind with that charming society called

the ' Sons of Liberty.'

"Gen. Howe showed his shrewdness not only in

selecting his agent for this work, but also in sending

along with him, to see that he did not lose himself in

his explorations into a land that was so dear to him,

those excellent advisers, Gen. Agnew and Sir William

Erskine. Those gentlemen furnished intellectual

resources for the major-general, and he added the

warmth of his nature to give soul to the enterprise.

Accordingly, a detachment of two thousand men were

selected Irom the choice spirits of the British army,

and nominally placed under Tiyon's command. They

embarked at New York, and, under the convoy of a

fine naval armament of twenty-five vessels, passed

over the waters of Long Island Sound in such high

spirits as the warmth of an April sun and the pleasing

anticipations of the business that was to emjdoy them

were calculated to inspire. They had chosen a time

when Connecticut was almost entirely deserted by her

male population, who had gone out to defend the soil

of other States and stay up the trailing banner of the

noble Washington.
" They had left their homes to be guarded, with the

exception of a few gallant troops, by the crutches of

the grandfathers and the distaffs of the grandmothers

who had two generations of descendants in the field

hundreds of miles away. On this account His Excel-

lency, who was the very antipode of Gunpowder
Percy, had nothing to dampen his mood or cloud his

brow. As the ships skimmed past the coast-towns of

Western Connecticut the jjeople gazed at them with

mingled curiosity and anxiety. Perhaps some of

them called to mind the doings of Wallace, master of

the ' Rose,' at Stonington ; but no particular alarm

appears to have been excited until the heads of the

ships began to point towards the island that stands

out from the Norwalk shore.

" At about four o'clock they cast anchor in Sauga-

tuck Harbor, and, with such haste as is consistent

with a picnic-excursion into the country, two thou-

sand men, consisting of infantry, cavalry, and artil-

lery, went ashore in boats, and under the superinten-

dence of Tryon, with two Tory guides to show them
the way, moved forward towards Danbury. They
marched about eight miles that night, and encamped
in the township of Weston.

" On the morning of the 26th, at a very seasonable

hour, Tryon arrived at Redding Ridge, where was a

small hamlet of peaceful inhabitants, almost every

one of them patriots and most of them farmers, who
had crowned the high hill where they had chosen to

build their Zion with a tall, gaunt church, which

drew to its aisles, one day in seven, the people that

dwelt ujion the sides of the hills and in the homm of

the valleys within the range of the summons that

sounded from its belfry. 15y way of satisfying his

hunger with a morning lunch until he could provide

a more substantial meal, he drew up his artillery in

front of this weatherbeaten edifice, that had before

defied everything save the grace of God and the sup-

])licatioiis of his worshipers, and gave it a good round

of canister and grape, that pierced its sides through

and through and shattered its small-paned windows

into fragments. The only spectators to this heroic

demonstration were a few women and little children,

some of whom ran away at the sight of the red-coats,

and others faced the invaders with a menacing stare.

"The British commander now resumed his march

for some distance without meeting with the least op-

position, until he began to ascend lloyt's Hill, when

the figure of a single mounted horseman appeared

upon the summit of the eminence, with his face

turned backward, and his gestures and whole action

indicating that he was issuing orders to a large army

that was climbing the side of the hill. 'Halt!'

shouted the leader of the opposition in a voice of

thunder, while he flourished his sword in the air,

' Halt, the whole universe ! Wheel into kingdoms!'

Now, there was nothing that Gen. Tryon had such a

dread of as dying. He prudently commanded his

men to halt, in imitation of the order given liy the

leader of the supposed army that was advancing, and

sent out detachments on the right and left to recon-

noitre, and got his two field-pieces that were conse-

crated by the mutilation of the old church in readi-

ness to give such feeble battle as he could to this

more than Persian array. The reader can judge how
much His Excellency was relieved when the videttes

returned and informed him that the wretch who had

thus disturbed his valor was the only mortal in sight,

and that no part of him was visible except his back

as he rode towards Danbury with the speed of a

shooting-star.

" They arrived in Danbury about two o'clock.

There were a few Continental soldiers in the place,

but they could not make a stand against this large

invading-party, and wei-e obliged to withdraw. Gen.

Tryon selected the house of one Dibble, a faithful

Tory, for his headquarters, who lived at the south end

of the main street, close by the sjiot where the mili-

tary stores had been deposited. As Gens. Ei-skine

and Agnew were advancing under the protection of a

corps of light infantry to take up their quarters at the

other end of the same street, the party Wiis fired upon

by four yotmg men from the house of Maj. Starr.

This brave but rash act cost the young patriots their

lives. They were instantly pui-sued and shot. A
poor negro who was caught near them without

weapons in his hands was also murdered, and the five

bodies were thrown into the house, which was in-

stantly set on fire.
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" A man named Hamilton had on deposit at a

clothier's in the lower part of the village a piece of

cloth, which he was determined at all hazards to

rescue from sequestration. He accordingly rode to

the shop, and, having secured one end of the cloth to

the pommel of his saddle, galloped rapidly away.

He was seen by the enemy's light-horsemen, who fol-

lowed hard upon him, exclaiming, ' We'll have you,

old daddy; we'll have you.'
—'Not yet,' said Hamil-

ton as he redoubled his speed. The troops gain upon
their intended victim ; the nearest one raises his

sabre to strike, when fortunately the cloth unrolls,

and, fluttering like a streamer far behind, so frightens

the pursuing horses that they cannot be brought

within striking-distance of the pursued. The chase

continues through the whole extent of the village to

the bridge, where finally the old gentleman and his

cloth made good their escape.

" A large quantity of the public stores had been

deposited in the Episcopal church, and the first work

of the soldiers was to remove them into the street and

burn them. Some of the provisions were also stored

in a barn belonging to Dibble. This building was

treated with the same respect, as its proprietor had

the honor to entertain Gen. Tryon as a guest.

Another barn, belonging to a friend of American lib-

erty, which had been appropriated to the same use,

was set on fire and consumed with its contents. In a

few hours eighteen hundred barrels of pork and beef,

seven hundred barrels of flour, two thousand bushels

of wheat, rye, oats, and Indian corn, clothing for a

regiment of troops, and seventeen hundred and ninety

tents were burned. The smoke arising from the de-

struction of this property was strangulating and filled

the whole air, while the streets ran with the melted

pork and beef.

" There was also a large quantity of liquors in some
of the buildings. These the soldiers were most reluc-

tant to destroy, and did not do so until after they had

drank so freely of them that when the labors of the

day were ended only a few hundred were fit for duty.

While the imbruited soldiers piled the fuel around the

flour and beef and stirred up the laggard flames to a

fiercer glare, the women and little children could see

by the fitful light the mark of the white cross that had

been distinctly drawn upon the Tory dwellings to sig-

nify that the destroying angel about to go through

the town would stay his hand at their door-posts and

pass them by unharmed. The same dingy light now
disclosed a scene of loathsome drunkenness that sur-

passes description. Hundreds lay scattered at random
wherever the palsying demon had overtaken them,

—

some in the streets with their faces blackened with

smoke and soiled with earth, others sprawling in the

door-yards, and others still, wild with excitement,

holding themselves up by fences and trees or grasping

fast hold of each other, called loudly with oaths and
curses to be led against the rebels.

" In this horrible condition the Revolutionary pa-

triots ofDanbury saw the shades ofnight gather around
their dwellings, and in sleepless apprehension did they

count the hours as they dragged slowly on. Nor did

the brigand who led this band of incendiaries pass the

night in sleep. The faithful few who had resisted the

temptations of the cup were on the alert, and brought

him from time to time the unwelcome intelligence

that groups of patriot farmers were fast dropping in

from the neighboring villages and towns, and were

beginning to form into organized companies. What
if Wooster or Parsons or Huntington or Arnold

should prove to be at the head of them, and should

steal upon him while his troops were in that defense-

less condition? The thought was horrible

!

" Thus heavily passed the watches of that gloomy

Saturday night. At last the day began to approach,

and reason, unsettled for a while in the dull brains of

the British soldiers, returned to them again. The
marks of the late dissipation still appeared in their

swollen faces and bloodshot eyes, but they were now
able to stand upright, to grasp a musket and defend

themselves against the farmers who were gathering,

ill-weaponed and undisciplined as they were, to op-

pose them. Then the British general began to breathe

more easily and to exhibit in a more striking manner

the remarkable traits of his genius. He drew up his

forces in order of defense; he attended to all the ar-

rangement, and presided over every detail of the prep-

arations that he was making to usher in, with cere-

monies worthy of the occasion, another Sabbath-day.

On a sudden, as if by the pulling of a wire upon the

stage, the curtains of darkness were withdrawn from

the village, and like a will-o'-the-wisp, and wandering

zigzag from street to street, from house to house, passed

the flaming torch of the incendiary. The Congrega-

tional meeting-house, the largest and most expensive

building in the place, is soon discovered to be on fire,

and one after another the dwellings, stores, and barns

of that peaceful community add their tributary lamps to

that great centre beacon of the town, until every house,

save those that have the mystic sign upon them, is in

a broad blaze. Meanwhile, by the light of their own
homes, mothers, screening their babies from the bleak

air with the scanty clothing that they had snatched

up in haste and denied to themselves, crippled old men
and palsied women, and little boys and girls clinging

to their feeble protectors, made such haste as they

could to save their lives from the fire, taking care to

avoid the jeers of their comfortable Tory neighbors,

who looked out from the doors and windows where

the white cross glared in mockery alike of God and

of humanity, and to shun at the same time the unhal-

lowed contact of the soldiers, they ran, crawled, or

were carried upon their beds into lonely lanes, damp
pastures, and leafless woods. Having witnessed the

destruction of the meeting-house, nineteen dwelling-

houses, twenty-two stores and barns, and great quan-

tities of hay and grain that belonged to the inhabi-

tants of the place, and having feasted his eyes with
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the fear and anguish of the women against wliom he

waged this glorious war, Maj.-den. Tryon, taking

a last fond look of tlie scene of his cxi)loits, and noting

doubtless the artistic effect of the faint blue smoke-

wreaths as they curled upward to stain the blushing

forehead of the morning, withdrew his troops and re-

sumed his march towards the sea-shore. When the

invader was fairly out of sight, the poor fugitives from

their several hiding-places returned, and, cowering

over the charred timbers of the homes that they had

fled from, warmed their shivering frames and trem-

bling hands over the ruins of Danbury.
" In the mean time, the news of Tryon's arrival

flew along the whole coast. Early on the morning

of the 26th, Gen. Silliman with about five hundred

militia—such as he had been able to gather upon a

sudden call—pursued the enemy, and not long after

the venerable Woostsr, who had started off at a

moment's warning to defend the soil of his native

State from insult, joined him with Arnold and an-

other handful of militia. A heavy rain retarded their

movements so much that they did not reach Bethel

till late at night. It was therefore decided to attack

the enemy on their return.

" On the morning of the 27th the American troops

were astir at a very early hour. Gen. Wooster de-

tached Gens. Silliman and Arnold, with about five

hundred men, to advance and intercept the eneniy in

front, while he undertook with the remainder, amount-

ing to only two hundred half-armed militia, to attack

them in the rear. About nine o'clock he overtook

Tryon's army, some three miles above Ridgefield, on

the Norwalk road, and, taking advantage of the un-

even ground, fell upon a whole regiment with such

impetuosity as to throw them into confusion and

break their ranks. Before they could be restored to

order he had succeeded in taking forty prisoners,—

a

number equal to one-fifth part of his whole force.

He continued to hang upon their skirts and harass

them for some time, waiting for another favorable

opportunity to make an attack. A few miles from

Ridgefield, where the hills appeared to offer a chance

of breaking their ranks a second time, he again

charged furiously upon them. The rear-guard, cha-

grined at the result of the former encounter, now
faced about, and met him with a discharge of artil-

lery and small-arms.

" His men returned their shot resolutely at first,

but, as they were unused to battle, they soon began

to fall back. Wooster, uniting all the fire of youth

with the experience of an old soldier who had seen

hard service in more than one field, sought to inspire

them with his own courage. Turning his horse's

head and waving his sword, he called out to them in

a brisk tone, ' Come on, my boys ; never mind such

random shots.' Before he had time to turn his face

again towards the enemy, a musket-ball aimed by a

Tory marksman penetrated his hack, breaking the spi-

nal column and lodging in the fleshy parts of his body.

He instantly fell from liisliorsc. His faithful friends

stri[)ped his sash Croni his j)erson and bore him upon

it from the ficjld.

" Arnold and Silliman made a forced march U>

Ridgefield, and arrived there about eleven o'clock.

They threw up a temporary barricade across the road

on the rising ground, and stationed their little party

in such a manner as to cover their right flank hy a

house and barn, and their left by a ledge of rocks.

Here they quietly awaited the enemy. As soon as

Agnew and Erskine saw what position the Americans

had taken they advanced and received their fire, and,

though they sustained considerable loss, they returned

it with spirit. The action lasted about ten minutes,

when the British gained the ledge of rocks, and the

Americans were obliged to retreat. The American

officers behaved with great spirit. Arnold was shot

at by a whole jjlatoon of soldiers, standing not more

than thirty yards from him. His horse wa.s killed

under him, but no other ball took effect. Snatching

his pistols, he shot dead a soldier who was making up

to him to run him through with his bayonet, and thus

made his escape. The Americans kept uj) a scatter-

ing fire till nearly night, when Gen. Tryon encamped

at Ridgefield. In the morning he set fire to the

church, but he probably did not superintend this

piece of work himself, as it was so inartistically done

that it proved to be a failure. He was more fortu-

nate with four dwelling-houses, which he soon had

the satisfaction to see wrapped in flames.

" He now resumed his march, but Arnold followed

him up so closely that he soon crossed the Saugatuck

River and marched on the east side of it, while the

Americans kept pace with him on the left. Thus

they advanced, cannonading each other whenever they

could find a convenient opportunity. About three

o'clock in the afternoon the gallant Col. Deming,

with a little party of Continental troops, forded the

river where it was about four feet deep, and, unper-

ceived by the enemy, attacked them with desperate

violence upon the rear and upon the left flank, pur-

suing them and keeping up a galling fire that did

them very serious harm. Arnold pushed forward

towards the mouth of the river, and, drawing his men
up in good order upoii a hill, opened a heavy fire

upon the right fiank of the enemy's rear. The
Americans could follow them no farther on account

of the dangerous proximity of the ships. The British

troops who were marching in the van immediately

embarked, while the centre and rear formed on a

hill. While Arnold was discharging his cannon at

the boats, and •>yhile Deming w:\s plying the major-

general in the rear. Col. Lamb, who w;vs from Now
York, and, of course, one of His Excellency's own
subjects, crept with about two hundred men behind

a stone wall, and gave him a parting salute at the

distance of about one hundred yards.

" Glad enough was Tryon to got aboanl his good

ship once more, and it is believed that he chorishod



6U HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

to his dying day the recollection of his first Tisit to

Connecticut."

Rev. Mr. Tellers says,

—

" It would be a matter of interest to many to know
just what kind of a report was made of this raid by

Gen. Tryon to his superior officers, and through them

to the British government.
" In the June number of the Gentleman' s Magazine,

printed in London in 1777, we liave the following

:

'"Gen. IIi)\ve has transmitted to Lord George Germaine the following

particulars of a recent successful enterprise for the destruction of stores

at the village of Daulmry, in Connecticut.
"

' The troops landed without ojiposition in the afternoon of the 2.)th

of April, ahout four miles to the eiistward of Norwalk, and twenty miles

from Danliury.

' In the afternoon of the 2Cth the detachment reached Danbury, meet-

ing only small parties of the enemy on their march, but Gen. Tyron hav-

ing intelligence that the whole force of the country was collecting to lake

every advantage of the strong ground he was to pass on his return to

the shipping, and finding it impossible to procure carriages to bring off

any part of the stores, they were effectually destroyed, in the execution

of which the vilhige was unavoidably burned.

" ' On the "iTth, in the morning, the troops quitted Danbury, and met

with little opposition until they came near to Ridgefield, which was oc-

cupied by Gen. Arnold, who had thrown up intrenchments to dispute the

passage, while Gen. Wooster hung upon the rear with a separate corps.

The village was forced, and the enemy drove back on all sides.

"
' Gen. Tryon lay that night at Ridgefield, and renewed his march ou

the morning of the 2Sth.

"'Tlie enemy, having been reinforced with troops and cannon, disputed

every advantageous situation, keeping at the same time smaller i)arties

to harass the rear until the general had formed his detachment upon a

height within cannon-shot of the shipping, wiien, the enemy advancing

seemingly with an iutention to attack him, he ordered the troops to

charge their bayonets, which was executed with such impetuosity tliat

the rebels were totally put to flight, and the detachment embarked with-

out further molestation.

'"Return of the forces, ordnance, provisions, etc., as nearly as could

be ascertained, found at the rebels' stores, and destroyed by the king's

troops, at Danbury, etc., in Connecticut, April 27, 1777:
'' 'A quantity of ordnance stores, with iron, etc., four thousand barrels

of beef and pork, one thousand barrels of flour, one hundred large tierces

of biscuit, eighty-nine barrels of rice, one hundred and twenty pun-

cheons of rum.

"'Several large stores of wheat, oats, and Indian corn, in bulk the

quantity thereof could not possibly be ascertained, thirty pipes of wine,

one hundred hogsheads of sugar, fifty hogsheads of molasses, twenty

casks of coffee, fifteen large casks filled with medicine of all kinds, ten

barrels of saltpetre, one thousand and twenty tents and marquees, a

large quantity of hospital bedding, etc.; engineers', pioneers,' and car-

penters' tools; a printing-press complete; tar, tallow, etc.; five thousand

pairs of shoes and stockings.

" ' At a mill (Smith's mill) between Ridgebury and Ridgefield, 100 bar-

rels of fiour and a quantity of Indian corn.

" ' At the bridge at the west brace of Norwalk River, and in the woods

contiguous : 100 hogsheads of rum ; several chests of arms
;
paper car-

tridges; field forges; 300 tents.

"'Return of the killed, wounded, and missing:

"'One drummer and fifer, 23 rank and file, killed; 3 field officers, 6

captains, 3 subalterns, 9 sergeants, 92 rank and file, wounded; one

drummer and fifer, 27 rank and file missing.

" ' (Signed) AV. Howe.
"

' The following is an additional list of the wounded

:

"
' Capt. Thorne, Capt. Durmas, Lieut. Hastings, Major Conran, Capt.

Rutherford, Ensigu Menichin, Second Lieut. Price, Volunteer Vale, Major

Hope, Capt. Calder, Ensign Mercer, Prince of Wales, American volun-

teer. Col. Browne, Capt. Lyman, Capt. Secon, and Capt. Simon Frazer.

"'Return of the rebels killed: General Wooster, Gen. Gould, Ool.

Lamb, of the Artillery, Col. Herman, Dr. Atwater, a man of considerable

influence, Capt. Cove, Lieut. Thompson, and 100 privates.

"'List of rebel wounded: Col. Whiting, Capt. Benjamin, Lieut. Cove,

and 250 privates.

"
' Taken prisoners, 50 privates, including several committee men.'

"

IlEVOLUTIONARY INCIDENTS*

" There is a prevailing impression among the in-

habitants of the town that Gen. Wooster's forces first

attacked the rear of Gen. Tryon's army on the flat

immediately north of Mr. Lewis C. Hunt's house.

Facts M'ill not justify this opinion. Gen. Wooster

made his first attack on the enemy after they had

ascended the hill commonly known as Scott's Ridge,

and probably while a part were still engaged at their

morning meal, for it was at this point that Tryon's

army breakfasted.

" The battle was fought immediately north of Mr.

Samuel Scott's house, and in front of the school-house.

It was here that Gen. Wooster took forty prisoners,

and it was doubtless here that the two Hessian soldiers

were mortally wounded who died on their way to the

village and were hastily buried in the sand-knoll north

of Mr. Zalmon Main's.

"After securing and disposing of the prisoners

taken, Gen. Wooster again overtook the British on

the flat nort'i of Mr. Lewis C. Hunt's, and about two

miles north of the village of Ridgefield.

" It was here that the gallant general was wounded,

at the very beginning of the engagement. Indeed,

tradition says that Gen. Wooster was wounded by a

Tory in ambush, and not by the enemy proper ; how-

ever this may be, it is certain that the attack had but

just commenced. We are not able to learn that a

single life was lost.

" About this time in the morning. Gen. Arnold ar-

rived at Ridgefield with five hundred men, and began

at once to throw up a barricade across the road at the

north end of the village, between the northwest corner

of Miss Sarah S^tebbins' door-yard and the ledge of

rocks upon which the house of Mr. William Lee now
stands. This was about eleven o'clock in the morn-

ing. An hour later, or at twelve o'clock. Gen. Tryon

had reached the place, and a general engagement took

place.

"An eye-witness says that sixteen British and eight

Americans were killed in this engagement, and that

they were buried in two graves near the hickory-tree

which now stands just inside the fence, east of the

road, in the open lot between Miss Sarah Stebbins'

and Mr. Abner Gilbert's. The sixteen British were

buried in one grave, and the eight Americans in

another.

" The wounded were taken into the house now oc-

cupied by Miss Sarah Stebbins and tenderly cared for.

The blood-stains are said to be still seen on the oaken

floors. The house itself is a standing monument to

the battle. The path of one or more cannon-balls is

plainly traced.

" The bravery of Gen. Arnold in this engagement

amounted almost to recklessness. After the enemy
had broken through the temporary barricade, and all

* The following incidents are taken from Kev. Mr. Teller's history of

Ridgefield.
'
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his own soldiers except Capt. Bell had deserted him,

he still stood his ground, receiving the undivided fire

of a whole company of the enemy.

"His horse fell under him, pierced by nine bullets,

and at the moment of its fall his foot became en-

tangled in the stirrup. A soldier, taking ailvantage

of this moment of the general's disability, rushed up

to him, exclaiming, ' You are my prisoner !'—
' Not

yet,' quickly replied Gen. Arnold, and, drawing a

pistol from his holster, shot him dead
;
then, regain-

ing his feet, he hastily retreated amid the rej)e;ited

fire of the enemy. It is commonly reported that it

was a Tory from Milford by the name of Coon who
thus attempted to take Gen. Arnold prisoner, as also

that Gen. Arnold said as the bullet sped on its fatal

mission, 'One live man is worth ten dead ones.'

" Immediately after this action the British marched
through the street, occasionally discharging their ar-

tillery, a terror to all but a few Tories, who felt that

the long-delayed moment of their exaltation had
come.

"Halting a little below the village, they proceeded

to encamp for the night on the grounds of Mr. Samuel
Olmsted, now owned and occupied by Mr. Hiram Sey-

mour, a descendant of the family.

"The selectmen of the town, in their petition to the

General Assembly dated May 26, 1777, stated that the

enemy, in passing through the town, burned the grist-

mill and saw-mill of Isaac Keeler, six dwellings, and
two barns, and killed and carried off a number of

horses, sheep, and cattle.

" During their stay they also plundered the inhabi-

tants of nearly all their provisions and a large share

of their clothing, by which many were reduced to

poverty. The town, unable to relieve all the suffer-

ers, applied to General Assembly for help. Nehemiah
Beardsley, Increase Mosely, and Lemuel Sanford were
appointed a committee to estimate the respective losses

of the inhabitants. After a close investigation, the

total amount was fixed at £2G25 Is. 8d.

" On the exact spot where Gen. Arnold's horse was
shot from under him a tamarack-tree now stands ; it

was placed there to commemoi-ate the event. It is

inside Mr. Lee's yard-fence, a little southeast of his

house.

" On their way down the street the British soldiers

planted a gun in front of the Episcopal church, and
shot several balls into the house now owned and oc-

cupied by Mr. Abijah Resscguie, one of which was
lodged in a post on the northeast corner, and is still

to be seen imbedded deeply in the solid wood. An-
other ball passed between the feet of a man who at

the time was ascending the stairs. Frightened by the

close proximity of the unwelcome messenger, he ex-

claimed, ' I'm a dead man, I'm a dead man !' and tra-

dition says that he actually rolled to the foot of the

stairs. But upon examination it was found that he
was not only not dead, but wholly unharmed. The
reason for cannonading this particular house was to

dislodge certain parties who were reported to be in

the building making cartridges. The house was oc-

cupied by Mr. Timothy Keeler, a sturdy Federalist.

"The house a few rods south, on the site of the one

now owned ))y Mr. Tha<ld(;us Keeler, was then oceu-

l)ied by a loyalist by tlie name of Hoyt. It was

through his interposition with (ien. Tryon that Mr.

Keeler's house was rescued from the torch of the in-

cendiary, the reason for it being attributed U> purely

selfish motives. The wind was blowing strongly from

[

tlie northwest, and his own house would be greatly

endangered.

"The story is told that Mr.- Keeler's house wa-s ac-

tually set on fire after he had retreated to the woods,

and that Mr. Hoyt, fearing the effect of the fire on his

own buildings, obtained permission from the British

officers to extinguish the flames. After the enemy
had left, Mr. Keeler, returning from the woods, wjis

met by Mr. Hoyt, who greeted him with the exclama-

tion, * You may thank me that your house was not de-

stroyed.'
—'No, sir,' replied Keeler: ' I will not thank

a Tory for anything. I would rather thank the Lord
for the north wind.'

" Following close in the wake of the left wing of

the enemy was a company of half-grown boys, Eben-

ezer Jones, the son of Capt. Jones, of the number.

Coming up to a large rock standing on an eminence

in a field now owned by Mr. David Hoyt, a little

southeast of Mr. Henry Benedict's, they found a

British soldier who had been mortally wounded.

Young Jones returned home and related the circum-

stance to his father, who, in humanity to a fallen foe,

saddled his horse, rode down to the spot, and brought

the wounded soldier to his own house, where he was

carefully nursed until he died. Then Mr. Jones with

his own hands made for him a pine coffin, and buried

him in the old yard east of Mr. Joel Benjamin's barn.

" Four of the six houses at this time burned by thp

enemy were as follows,—viz., the house of Isaac

Keeler, near Mamanasquag Pond ; a house on the

High Ridge north of Mr. W. O. Seymour's ; the house

of Benjamin Northrop, a short distance south of Mr.

George Haight's, on the opposite side of the road ;

and a building used by the British for the care of

their wounded over-night, previously occupied by Mr.

Thomas Seymour. This house stood on the south

side of the fair-ground, now owned by the Agricul-

tural Society. The two buildings on High Ridge

were probably burned in the evening, the one near

Mamanasquag Lake in the early part of the day, and

the fourth—that on the present fair-ground—on the

morning of their departure. The well standing near

the house they filled with stones, which have never

been removed. Their object in filling this well is not

known. It may have been owing to the supposition

that valuables were secreted there, or it may have

been, as some suppose, that their own dead were

thrown in it. This last supposition, however, is

scarcely probable, for thoy are known to have buried
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those who had died during the night in the upper

part of Flat Rock woods.
" Among tliose who witnessed this engagement be-

tween Gen. Tryon's forces and our own at the head

of Ridgefleld Street was a young man scarcely seven-

teen years of age, by the name of Jeremiah Keeler.

The scene aroused all the patriotic fire within his soul,

and determined his course for the future. At the

solicitation of Col. Bradley he eagerly enlisted in

the regular army, and by his courage and fidelity re-

flected great credit upon his native town. With the

Connecticut line he shared the fatigues and dangers

of the three memorable years that immediately fol-

lowed
;
shortly after which, being selected by Baron

Steuben, he joined the ligiit infantry commanded by

Gen. De la Fayette, under whom he held the post of

orderly sergeant. He was frequently appointed to

execute difficult and responsible duties ; and on an

occasion of this kind the marquis presented him with

a sword and his thanks as a testimonial of his regard

for a faithful and courageous soldier. At the mem-
orable siege of Yorktown, when La Fayette's brigade

was employed to storm one of the British forts, Sergt.

Keeler was one of the first who in the midst of a

murderous fire scaled the breastworks and compelled

the enemy to yield. He witnessed the surrender of

Cornwallis, which virtually terminated the war, but

he remained faithfully at his post until the disbanding

of the forces, in 1783. He was mustered out of the

service in Virginia, and soon after, with the sword

which Gen. La Fayette gave him, for a cane, he

walked back to his native town. This sword is still

to be seen at his late home in South Salem, N. Y.,

just over the State line. Mr. Keeler died February,

1853, aged nearly ninety-three years.

" The year following this incursion of the enemy,

Gen. Putnam was ordered into this part of the State,

just across the Redding line, for the winter, and fears

of further invasions all subsided. An incident of his

stay we allude to for the purpose of presenting a pic-

ture of army-life in that early day, as well as of cor-

recting what seems to be a wrong statement

:

" It was late in the autumn of 1778 when Gen. Put-

nam removed his army from White Plains and Peeks-

kill to Redding, at which place he was to establish

his headquarters for the winter. The position thus

selected was in many respects an advatageous one.

He was enabled to cover the country adjoining the

Sound and the southwestern frontier, and at the same

time to support the garrison at West Point, if neces-

sary. The house which he occupied as his headquar-

ters is still standing, although in a dilapidated condi-

tion, and is situated on the old Danbury and Norwalk

road, about three miles west of the Congregational

church, and is now owned by Mr. Meeker. The
northeast room of the same house was also at one

time occupied by Joel Barlow, LL.D., who was a

native of this town. It was in this room that most

of his poetry was written.

"Gen. Putnam had at this time under his orders

Gen. Poor's New Hampshire brigade, two brigades of

Connecticut troops, the corps of infantry commanded
by Col. Hazen, and the corps of cavalry under Col.

Sheldon.
" It was while at Redding that the soldiers suffering

from the want of proper food and clothing were so

strongly tempted to rebel against the • authority of

their, commanding officers and, if necessary, at the

point of the bayonet demand of General Assembly
what they esteemed their rights.

" We must remember that they were not soldiers by
profession

;
they were simply citizens armed for the

defense of their country. They had known and ap-

preciated the endearments of home and all the do-

mestic enjoyments of life. They were men who had

been always accustomed to think independently and

speak out their thoughts without fear or favor. There-

fore they were restless under the iron discipline of the

camp and the privations which seemed to them need-

lessly severe. They were ready to suffer and die, if

need be, for their country ; there was no lack of cour-

age or patriotism. No thought of insubordination

probably ever entered their minds when actually en-

gaged in battle or in the active duties of military life,

but now their time was passing in comparative idle-

ness, and they had abundant leisure to brood over their

l^rivations and their gloomy prospects. And, as if to

fill to overflowing their cup of bitterness, they had

thus far been paid off" in the depreciated currency of

the times, which had proven almost worthless not

alone to them, but to their families, left in straitened

circumstances behind them.
" It was under such circumstances that the Connec-

ticut brigades formed the design of marching to Hart-

ford, where the Legislature was then sitting, and de-

mand redress. One of the brigades was actually

under arms for this purpose when the news for the

first reached the cars of Gen. Putnam. Springing

into his saddle, he rode to the cantonment, and thus

addressed them :
' My brave lads, whither are you

going? Do you intend to desert your officers, and to

invite the enemy to follow you into the country?

Whose cause have you been fighting and suffering so

long in? Is it not your own? Have you no property,

no parents, wives, or children ? You have behaved

like men so far ; all the world is full of your praises

;

and posterity will stand astonished at your deeds,

but not if you spoil all at last. Don't you consider

how much the country is distressed by the war, and

that your officers have not been any better paid than

yourselves ? But we all expect better times, and that

the country will do us ample justice. Let us stand

by one another, then, and fight it out like brave

soldiers. Think what a shame it would be for Con-

necticut men to run away from their officers!'

" Each regiment received the general with the usual

salutations as he rode along the lines. When he had

concluded his address he directed the acting major of
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brigade to give the word for them to shoulder arms,

to march to their regimental parades, and there to

lodge their guns. They obeyed with promptness and

apparent good-humor. A single soldier only who

had been most active in the affair was confined in

the quarter-guard, and was shot dead by the sentinel

while attempting to escape during the succeeding

night.

" During Putnam's stay at Redding two persons

were executed,—one a soldier, by the name of Smith,

who was shot for desertion ; the other a Mr. Jones, of

Ridgefield, a royalist, who was hung as a spy : both

suffered on the same day. These executions took

place on Gallows Hill, a mile or more from Gen.

Putnam's headquarters.

" The scene as described by Mr. Barber in his ' His-

torical Collections' is revolting to every feeling of

humanity and degrading to the character of the gen-

eral in command. He says (page 399), 'The man
on whom the duty of hangman devolved left the

camp, and on the day of execution could not be

found. A couple of boys about the age of twelve

years were ordered by Gen. Putnam to perform the

duties of the absconding hangman. The gallows was

about twenty feet from the ground. Jones was com-

pelled to ascend the ladder, and the rope around his

neck was attached to the cross-beam. Gen. Putnam
then ordered Jones to jump from the ladder. " No,

Gen. Putnam," said Jones, "I am innocent of the

crime laid to my charge ; I shall not do it." Putnam
then ordered the boys before mentioned to turn the

ladder over. The boys were deeply affected by the

trying scene
;
they cried and sobbed loudly, and earn-

estly entreated to be excused from doing anything on

this distressing occasion. Putnam, drawing his sword,

ordered them forward, and compelled them at the

sword's point to obey his orders. The soldier that was

shot for desertion was but a youth of sixteen or seven-

teen years of age. Three balls were shot through his

breast ; he fell on his face, but immediately turned

over on his back ; a soldier then advanced, and, put-

ting the muzzle of his gun near the convulsive body
of the youth, discharged its contents into his fore-

head. The body was then taken up and put into a

coffin. The soldiers had fired their pieces so near

that they set the boy's clothing on fire, which con-

tinued burning. An officer with a drawn sword stood

by, while every soldier of the three brigades which
were out on the occasion was ordered to march by
and look at the mangled remains.'

"Mr. Barber says, in a foot-note, that the particu-

lars of the execution of these two persons were de-

rived from an aged inhabitant of Redding who was
preStent on the occasion, and stood but a few feet from

Jones when he was executed.

"Mr. HoUister, however, in his 'History of Con-
necticut,' does not credit the account given by Mr.
Barber. The following note, taken from vol, ii., page
375, will explain itself

:

"' Till' Rev. Niitluuili I liartlolt, w]i<> v/sm [Kintor of tin; Ojiig" Cliurth

ill Keddiiig (or a jmriod of fifty yearB, offlciatoil ax cliiiiilalii Vj th<; eii-

cuiii|)iii<!iit ilurini; tlic wiiitur, anil was |)ri,-»i-iit at the cxw.ull iii. H<; In-

tercr.Mj<Ml witli Gun. I'utiiani to dcfiir tin- i;xi;i;iitioii of Siiiltli until Waith-

iiiKt^m eoiild bo oouHUltcd, tlx; offender ln-ing a yoiitli of Dcvcntceri

yi'urH; but tlic coiuniauder asHureil liirn that a rejirieve could not l>e

granted,
"

' Mr. liartlctt waH an earneBt and fearlesB Wblg, and openly talki^l ami

preaelied " rebellion ;" bo much bo that the TorieB, who were nuuierouit

in tlic eastern part of the t^jwn, threatened U> hang him if they cjuld

catch him. In couBeiiuence of tlicsc threatB, he often carried a loaded

muHket with him when on bin partjchial vlHitH. IIIb son and Bua;eB8<jr in

the miniHtry at Redding—the Rev. .(onathau Havtlett, now (1H.>»; in liiB

ninety-first year— well renieniberB the Revolutionary encanipnicut at

Redding, anil frc'(uently visited it. lie in sure that the Btory in Barber's

" HiHtorical Ojllections" about I'utnani'B inhumanity at the exc-cution

of .Smith anil .loueB is incorrect. Tho'ugh not prcucnt hiniBelf, he hae

often heard luB father relate the incidentH of the occa.>ion
;
and, further-

more, he once called the attention of Col. ABhbel .Salmon (who dicMi in

1848, aged ninety-one), who was a Bergeant in attendance upon the exe-

cution, to the statement, and he declared that nothing of the kind took

place.'

" As further evidence of the incorrectness of Mr.

Barber's statement, we would offer the following ex-

tract from the notes of a sermon preached in the

Congregational church in Green's Farms by Rev.

Thomas F. Davies (father of the present Dr. Davies,

of Philadelphia), on March 29, 1839.

" Referring to this matter as related by Mr. Barber,

he says,

—

"'Mr. Barber must have been mi^informcd. Redding ie my native

town, and from my boyhood I have heard the hisfcjry of the Jiroceedings

on the occasion referred to, and was much surprised at the statements in

the " Historical Collections." The Rev. Mr. Bartlett, whose father was

chaplain on that occasion, infoims me that Gen. I'utnam could not have

been guilty of the acts there charged.

"'That Mr. Barber may have sumething to substitute for the narra-

tive to which I object, I give the following: W'lien Gen. riituam occu-

pied the house of which Mr. Bai'ber has given an engraving, a scene

occurred which presents the general in a very amiable light. .\ j>oor

man with a family needing support, and who lived in the neighboring

town of Ridgefield, was told by one acquainted with his wants that if

he would visit Gen. rutuam and hold a conversation with him, be

would, on his return and on proof of the fact, give him a bushel of

wheat. The temptation in that time of scarcity and taxes w.is great,

and so also was the fear of intruding upon so distinguished an individual,

but the stern necessities of his condition at length induced the \Htor man
to venture. He accordingly pi'csented himself at headquartei"S and re-

quested the servant to solicit for him an interview with the general.

Putnam promptly summoned the man to his presence, directed him to

be seated, and listened with interest while the imm, with great trepida-

tion, gave the statement which accounted for the liberty he had taken.

The general directed the servant to bring some wine, conversed for a

time very pleasantly with his needy visitor, and then, calling for pen and

ink, wrote a certiticate, in which he gave the mime of the individual

and stated that he had visited and converseil with Gen. I'utmim, who
signed it in his olticial character. Thus furnished with tlie means of

giving bread to his family, the distressed individual returned to his

humble i-oof; anil this anecdote, which I have on the very best au-

thority, is proof that Putnam was not destitute of those kind and gentle

aflections which arc so desirable an ornament of the most heroic char-

acter.'

" Among the most familiar names in the town a

half-century ago was that of Gen. Joshua King. He
was the father of the present Hon. Joshua I. King,

who in 1849 represented the Eleventh District in the

State Senate, and of the late Rufus H. King, a well-

known merchant of Albany.
" When Gen. King was but seventeen years of age

he enlisted in the regular army, and served with

great bravery and fidelity until the close of the war.
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"At the time of Maj. Andre's capture, Gen. King
(then lieutenant in the Second Regiment of Light

Dragoons, under Col. Sheldon) was stationed in South

Salem. The house which was occupied by Lieut.

King, and which has been but recently removed,

stood about one mile north of the Presbyterian church.
" The morning after the capture of Andre he was

brought to Lieut. King's quarters. Lieut. King was

at the moment being shaved. After his valet had

finished the operation and had dressed his hair, Lieut.

King turned to his prisoner and politely inquired if

like services would not also be agreeable to him.

Lieut. King did not at the time recognize in Maj.

Andre so distinguished a personage, but was never-

theless impressed with the belief that, whatever his

rank as a soldier might be, he was at all events a

gentleman. His dusty and somewhat rusty garments,

his soiled and travel-stained linen, could not effectu-

ally hide those distinctive marks which always be-

tray refinement and culture.

"Maj. Andre readily accepted the kind offer, and

was soon under the careful manipulations of the valet.

As soon as the powder began to fly from the prisoner's

hair the lieutenant was convinced that he was by no

means an ordinary man.
" After being shaved and having his hair dressed,

he courteously asked the privilege of retiring to his

bed, that he might have his soiled linen washed.

Lieut. King assured him that such a step would be

unnecessary, as he himself would supply him with

whatever change he might desire. The major, with

many exjiressions of gratitude, availed himself of the

lieutenant's hospitality, and soon appeared in a much
improved condition. The most friendly relations con-

sistent with their respective positions at once sprang

up between the two
;
they walked and talked as incli-

nation led, and at night occupied the same bed.

" The lieutenant and two of his men were detailed

to convey Maj. Andre to headquarters. While on

their way a dispatch informed Lieut. King for the

first who his illustrious prisoner was,—that he was no

less a personage than the adjutant-general of the

British army ; that he was suspected of being a spy

and holding a treasonable correspondence with Ar-

nold for the surrender of West Point. So soon as the

message was received, Maj. Andre eagerly inquired

whether Arnold had actually succeeded in making

his escape, evincing, seemingly, more interest in Ar-

nold's safety than in his own.
" After they arrived at headquarters, Lieut. King's

relations with the prisoner were no less intimate ; al-

though closely confined, he remained with him till his

execution, even walking with him to the gallows.

" In relating the circumstances afterwards to a

friend. Gen. King said that when Andre first caught

sight of the fatal gibbet he gave a sudden start, and

exclaimed, ' I am reconciled to death, but not to the

mode,' and added, ' it will be but a momentary pang.'

"On arriving at the spot the brave and accom-

plished young officer mounted the cart, adjusted the

rope to his neck with his own hands, and paid the

penalty of his unsuccessful espionage.

" In the year 1817, Gen. King was written to by a

friend who desired to know the exact facta in relation

to Maj. Andre's capture, etc. The following letter

was written by Gen. King in reply, and, although

previously solicited for publication, is now for the

first given to the public

:

" ' EiDGEFiEi.D, June 17"', 1S17.

" ' Dear Sir : Yours of the is before me. I liave noted the con-

tents and am sorry to express the indignation I feel at the idea of being

obliged to translate a foreign language to obtain a true history of any

part of our Itevolutiuu. The facts, so far as I am acquainted with them,

I will state to the best of my ability or recollection. P.iulding, Williams,

and Van Wort I never saw before, or since, that event. I know nothing

about them. The time and place where they stopped Major Andre seems

to justify tlie character you have drawn of them. The truth is, to the

imprudence of the man, and not the patriotism of any one, is to be as-

cribed the capture of Slajor Andre. I was the first and only officer who
had charge of him whilst at the Headquarters of the 2"^ Eegiment of

Light Dragoons, which was then at Esquire Gilbert's in South Salem.

He was brought up by an adjutant and four men belonging to the Con-

necticut militia under the command of Lieut-Col. Jamison from the lines

near Tarrytown, a character under the disguised name of John Ander-

son. He looked somewhat like a reduced gentleman. His small clothes

were nankin, with long white top boots, in part, his undress military

suit. His coat purple, with gold lace, worn somewhat threadbare, with

a small brimmed tarnished beaver on his head. He wore his hair in a

quieic with long, black band and his clothes somewhat dirty. In this

garb I took charge of him. After breakfast my Barber came in to dress

me—after which, I requested him to undergo the same opei'ation, which

he did.

"'When the ribbon was taken from his hair, I observed it full of

powder. Tliis circumstance, with others that occurred, induced me to

believe I had no ordinary person in charge.

" ' He requested permission to take the bed, Avhilst his shirt and small

clothes could be washed. I told him, that was needless, for a change

was at his service,—which he accepted.
"

' We were close pent up in a bedroom with a guard at the door and

window. There was a spacious yard before the door, which he desired

he might be permitted to walk in with me. I accordingly disposed of

my guard in sucli a numner as to prevent an escape. While walking

together, he observed, he nmst make a confidant of somebody and lie

knew not a more proper person than myself, as I had appeared to befriend

a stranger in distress. After settling the point between ourselves, he

told me who he w.as, and gave me a short account of himself from the

time he was taken at St. Johns iii 1775 to that time. He requested pen

aud ink and wrote immediately to Gen' Washington, declaring who he

was. About midnight the express returned with orders from Gen' Wash-

ington to Col Sheldon tosend Jl.ojor Andre immediately to Headquarters.

"'I started with him and before I got to North Salem meeting-house

met another express with a letter directed to the Officer who had Major

Andre in charge, and which letter directed a circuitous route to Head-

quarters for fear of re-capture, and gave an account of Arnold's de-

sertion &c—with directions to forward the letter to Col Sheldon. I did

so, and before I got to the end of my journey, I wa-s joined by Captain

Hoodgers first, and after by Major Talmadge and Captain Rogers. Hav-

ing giving you this clue, I proceed witli the major's own story. He said

he came up the North river in the sloop of war Vulture for the purpose

of seeing a person by flag of truce. That was not however accomplished.

Of course he liad to come ashore in a skiff, and after he had done his

business, the wind was so high, the Dutchman who took him ashore dare

not venture to return him on board. The night following the militia

had lined the shore, so tliat no attempt would be made with Siifety, con-

sequently he was furnished, after changing his clothes, with a continental

horse and General Arnold's pass and was to take a route by Peekskill,

Crumpound, Pinesbridge, Sing Sing, Tarrytown, &c to New York.

" ' Nothiiigoccurred to disturb him On his route until he arrived at the

last place, except at Crumpound. He told me, his hair stood erect and

his heart was in his mouth on meeting Ccd Samuel B. Webb of our

army plump in the face. An acquaintance of his said that Col Stod-

dert knew him and he thought that he was gone but they kept moving

along and soon passed each other. He then thought himself past all
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danger and wliile ruminating on his goad luck and liairbroadth cHcapcH

lie was assailed by three hushmcn near Tarrytiiwn, who onlcred him

to stand. IIo said to thcni, " I hope gentlemen you belong to the

lower party."—"Wo do," says ono.—"So do I," says he, "and by

the token of this ring and key you will lot mc pass. I am a British,

officer on business of importance and must not be detained." Ono

of them took his watch from him and then ordered him to dismount.

The moment that was done, he said he found he was niiHtakeii, he must

shift his tone. lie says, "I am hupjiy gentlenioii to find I am mis-

taken—you belong to the upper party and so do I,—and to con-

vince you of it here is Gen^ Arnold's pass," handing it to them.

"Damn Arnold's pass," said they. "You said you wore a British

ofticer. Where is your money V"—"Gentlemen I have none about

me," he replied.—" You a British Officer with a gold watch and no

money ! let us search hini." They did so, but found none. Says

one, " He has got his money in his hoots, lets have them off and

see." They tot)k off his boots and there they found his i)apers, but

no money. They then examined his saddle, liut found none. lie said

he saw they had such a thirst for money, ho would put them in the way

to get it, if they would be directed by him. Ho asked them to name
their sum to deliver him at King'sbrldge. They answered him in this

way, " If we deliver you at King'sbridge, we shall bo sent to the sugar-

liouse and you will save your money." He says, "If you will not trust

my honor, two of you may stay with me and one shall go with the letter

1 will write, name your sum," The sum was agreed upon, but I cannot

recollect whether it was 500 or 1000 guineas but the latter, I think, was

the sum. They held a consultaticm a considerable time and finally they

told him if he wrote, a party would be sent out and take them and then

they should all be prisoners. They said they had concluded to take him
to the commanding oflficer on the lines. They did so and retained the

watch until Gen' Washington sent for them to Tappen, when the watch

was restored to Maj. Andre. Thus, you see, had money been at command,
after the imprudent conclusion of Milj. Andre, or any secuiity given that

the British would have put confidence in, he might have passed on to

Sir Henry Clinton's Heailquarters with all his papers and Arnold's pass

into the bargain. I do not recollect to have seen a true statement of

this business in any history that has fallen into my hands. If my
memory serves me, Arnold solicited and obtained the command of West
Point in consequence or his being an invalid and the reason why his

negociatiou was not completed by flag of truce, I will state what Geni

Washington told the French ambassador. Lucerne. IIo stated on his

route to Hartford, that he dined witli Gen' Arnold at Haverstraw at

Joshua Smith's, where Arnoldand Andre met. Gen' Arnold shewed him a

letter from Gen' Robinson directed to Gen' Israel Putnam, or Officer com-
manding West Point requesting an interview by flag on business of the first

importance to the United States. Gen' Arnold asked Gen> A'l^ashington

if he should go and hear what he had to say, Gen' Washington replied

that it would be very improper for the Commander in chief of a post to

meet anybody himself—he could send a trusty lianil if he thought proper.

But, he added, I had no more suspicion of Arnold than I had of myself.

This accounts for Maj. Andre's failure to negociate by flag and his subse-

quent movements. I have thus complied with your request, giving you
such facts, viz, what I had from the mouth of Maj. Andre and what I

heard Gen' Washington tell the French minister soon after the execution

of Andre,'

" J. Howard King, Esq., has in his possession the

chair used by Maj. Andre while a prisoner in the

hands of his grandfather, Gen. Joshua King. Maj.
Andre in all probability occupied the chair when he
penned his celebrated letter to Washington, for by
reference to Irving's ' Life of Washington' it will be
seen that this letter was written while at South Salem.

Then it was that he was for the first made acquainted

with the fact that the papers found secreted in his

boots had been forwarded to Gen. Washington.
" He immediately sat down and wrote the fullowing

lines

:

"'I beg your Excellency will be poi-suaded that no alteration in the
temper of my mind or apprehensions for my safety induces mc to take the
stei) of addressing you ; but that it is to secure myself from the imputa-
tion of having assumeil a mean character for treacherous purposes, or

self-interest. It is to vindicate my fuuie that I speak, and not to solicit

security.

42

"' The person in y lur iJossesHlon is Slaj. ./ohn Andre, a/ljutant-^^eneral

of the lij'ilish army.
" The influence of one commander in the army of his a/lvernary Is an

advantage taken in war. A correspondence for this piirjKxte I held, at

confideiitial (in the present instance) with his KxiM;llen';y Sir Henry
Clinton. To favor it, I agreed, ti* meet upon ground not within the jj<«Im

of either army, a person who was U) give me Intcdiigence. I i::tuit: up

in the 'Vulture' man-of-war for this effect, and was fcti:he<l from the

shore to the beach. Being there, I was told that the approach of day

would prevent my return, and that I must be concealed until the next

night. I was in my regimentals and hail fairly risked my pers'/n.

"'Against my stipulation, my intejition, and without my knowle<Ige

beforehand, 1 was conducted within one of your post*. Thus was I be-

trayed into the vile condition of an enemy within your jxmUi.

"'Having avowed myself a British officer, I have nothing to reveal

but what relates to myself, which is true, on the honor of an olliccr and

a gentleman.

" ' The request I have made to your Excellency, and I am conscious

that I address myself well, is, that in any ligor policy may dictate, a

decency of conduct towards me may mark that, though unfortunate, I

am branded with nothing dishonorable; bji no motive could be mine but

the service of my king, and as I was involuntarily an impostor.'

"It was here also that, having a talent for carica-

ture, he amused himself by making a ludicrous sketch

of himself and his rustic escort under march, and, pre-

senting it to an officer in the room (probably Lieut.

King), said gayly, 'This will give you an idea of the

style ill which I have had the honor to be conducted

to my present abode.'

" Although it is eminently fitting, it is none the less

an illustration of the mysterious manner in which an

overruling Providence arranges the affairs of this life,

that the chair occupied by the illustrious prisoner of

Lieut. King should, by mere accident seemingly, fall

into the hands of his grandson, who a hundred years

after the event recorded returns to make for himself a

summer home on the exact spot where his grand-

father had first resided after his marriage, and within

I a few miles of the house wherein Maj. Andre was

confined.

" The parish of Ridgebury is situated in the north-

ern extremity of the town, and is separated from the

village of Ridgefield by a gorge or ravine and a range

of rugged hills formerly known as the Asprooni ledge.

So distinct and well defined is this dividing-line that

the two parishes present the appearance of two town-

ships. This is the section granted the town as jiart

compensation for the oblong which was set otl" to the

State of New York.
" During the Revolutionary war a goodly number

of the inhabitants of this part of the town took up
arms in defense of the country. Upon the approach

of tlie British troops under txcn. Trvoii, on Sunday,

April 27, 1777, after the burning of tiie military stores

at Danbury, most of the people fled through the rain

that at the time was falling to a hill about one and

one-half miles northwest of the present Congrega-

tional church. From their position they could dis-

I

tiiictly see the regulars, as they wore tormod. pass

through the village. First came a rude body of light-

j

horse, then three pieces of cannon, followed by the

j

niiiin body, said to be two thousand strong, with tliroo

pieces of cannon in the rear. As they passed the

' house of Capt. Timothy Benedict, standing on the
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corner of the road leading to Danbury, they fired two

pistol-shots at some person looking out at a window,

but without doing any harm.
" As the light-horsemen passed through the outskirts

of the village on the west they fired at several persons

near the New York State line. About 9.30 a.m., and

within half an hour after Tryon's departure, Maj.-

Gen. Wooster with a detachment of two hundred

men pursued him on the road leading to Eidgefield

Village.

" It appears that a raid had for some weeks been

expected, and in consequence of a rumor circulated

to that effect on Sunday, April 13th, just two weeks

previous, the inhabitants, after secreting many of

their valuables in wells and caves, fled with such arti-

cles as they could conveniently carry with them to a

place of safety on a neighboring hill.

"The late Hon. Benjamin Lynes, then a lad of

some sixteen years, and a resident of Eedding, was

taken prisoner by Gen. Tryon, and compelled to ac-

company him several miles towards Danbury, when,

on account of his youth, he was set at liberty.

" In September, 1780, Gen. Washington having re-

ceived a communication from Count de Rochambeau,

commander-in-chief of the French forces then at

Newport, requesting an interview at Hartford, Conn.,

he left Verplanck's Point, on the Hudson, on the 18th

of the month, passed through Peekskill, and spent the

night in Ridgebury, at the hotel of Ensign Samuel

Keeler. Mrs. Rebecca Boughton, daughter of Daniel

Coley, Esq., then about twelve years of age, often

spoke of having seen him and his aid on that occa-

sion.

"On the 23d of May, 1781, Washington again in-

terviewed Count de Rochambeau,—this time at Weth-

ersfield. Conn., for the purpose of settling upon a

definite plan of campaign. It is probable that at

this interview arrangements were made to remove the

French army to a point in the State near the York
State line, so that they could at shoi't notice join the

American army; for during the following month
Rochambeau and Duke de Lauzun (Lauzun-Biron)

marched from Newport across the State of Connecti-

cut and took post at Ridgebury.
" During their stay in Ridgebury the main body of

Rochambeau's army encamped on the ridge just east

of the main street, on land now owned by Samuel S.

St. John, Esq. One division took post on a hill

about one mile south of the church, near the school-

house. At this point the army was about equally dis-

tant from Long Island Sound and the Hudson River.

Count de Rochambeau and suite are said to have

made their headquarters at Ensign Keeler's hotel.

" Several carts loaded with specie were placed,

under strong guard, on the premises and near the

dwelling of Daniel Coley, Esq., midway between the

two divisions. The supplies for the whole French

army were transported in carts,—eight hundred and
ten in number,—most of them drawn by two pairs of

oxen and a horse, then designated as a five-cattle

team.

"The late Thomas Boughton, at that time too

young to join the regular army, hired as teamster to

the French, driving his father's team. He accom-

l)anied the supply-train from Connecticut to Virginia,

and was present at the surrender of Cornwallis at

Yorktown. In after-years he often spoke of the mag-

nificent display made by Rochambeau's army on that

occasion.

" On the 2d of July, 1781, Duke de Lauzun left his

encampment and marched his forces to East Chester,

N. Y., where he arrived on the morning of the 3d,

his purpose being the capture or destruction of De-

lancy's corps of refugees at Morrisania.

" Count de Rochambeau, with the main body of

his army, probably broke camp at Ridgebury on the

4th of July, 1781, as they joined Gen. Washington at

Dobb's Ferry on the 6th.

" A liberty-pole erected by the AVhigs about the

commencement of the war was in the night cut down

by the Tories. This exasperated the former, who at

once raised another, filling it for several feet with

spikes and pieces of old iron to protect it against a

similar disaster. About the year 1860 some two feet

of this pole was dug up by William M. Lynes, Esq.

It was in a fair state of preservation, and still con-

tained many of its iron protectors.

" During the war several families residing in Ridge-

bury improved every opportunity to aid King George

in his efforts to subdue the colonies, or, in other and

plainer words, were Tories. In some instances they

converted their cellars into places of concealment

and security, where such as had made themselves

particularly obnoxious to the Whigs by their loyalty

to the Crown could be safely secreted. These hiding-

places were approached by trap-doors made in the

f -or beneath beds. Through these doors the occu-

pants were supplied with food by the less objection-

able Tories. In some instances they were arrested

by the government ofiicers and imprisoned. One

went back to England, but returned after the war,

and was supported by and buried at the expense of

the town."

CHAPTER LXIV.

EIDGEFIELD (Continued).

Kidgefield List in Ye Year 1746—Eirlgefield in 1800—Sketcli of the Town
in 1855.

The town gradually increased in wealth and popu-

lation, and in 1746 it had one hundred and fifty-

six taxable inhabitants, and the "listable estate"

amounted to nine thousand and one pounds one

shilling and sixpence, The following is the list

taken from the old town book

:
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RIDGEFIELD LIST.
£ «. <l.

Abbott, Jr.. Jonathan Sri 7 (i

Abliott, Diiviil 22 (I 0

Alilmtt, Diuiiol 2'2 0 0

Al>lK.tt, ]>c'niucl 7fi 14 0

BiMicilict, Jlutthew lU Z I)

Burt, S ra 17 0

Benedict, Timothy 75 10 0

Burt, C ;«! 4 0

Brown, .John 71 2 0

Benedict, (JyiilBenj 70 1 0

Benedict, Sr., .lunies Va 12 0

Benedict, Amos a4 0 0

Brooks, .Foiinthun 41 15 0

Beniiit, Jr., Samuel 47 IB 0
Bennit, Ephraini 4'J (I 0

Bennit, Sr., Samuel Gl 18 0

Burt, Benjamin 1U5 17 0

BriiokP, J., lObcnezer 7 17 0

Benedict, Daniel 47 19 C

Bennett, Gershoni 7 !l 0
Bennett, Abraham 415 12 (I

Benedict, Jr., James CO 12 0

Benedict, John 03 0 0

Crawlbril, Israel 0 0

Carlev, Joseph 47 & 0

Cole, 'ichabod 30 0 0

Cole, Timothy 3:1 0 0

Dancy, Virus 100 1 fi

(Chapman, Albert V> 4 G

ElionH, Ilarmoniona 24 ii 0

Foster, Timotliy 32 0 0

Foster, Josiah 49 14 0

Foster, Jr., .losiah 34 0 0

Farqubar, Kobert 24 0 0

Foliate, Joseph 01 18 0

Gates, Samuel 4.5 12 0
Gilbert, Samuel 11 4 0
Gilbert, Ebenezer 2» 0 0
Grumman, ELenezer 42 10 0

Hawlev, Thomas 51 15 0
Hoyt, Benj 110 18 0
Ilawley, Elijah 51 10 0
Holiart, .losejih 03 8 0
Hobart, Jr., Joseph 80 0 0
Hyatt, Sr., Thomas 70 8 0
Hyatt, Jr., Thomas 72 7 0
Hyatt, Jr., Benjamin 28 0 0
Haw ley, Joseph 137 0 0
Hawley, Nathan 31 7 0

.Tones, Jacob 77 10 0
Isaacs, Samuel CO 0 0
Keeler, Jr.,Timothv 03 2 0
Keeler, John 27 0 0
Keeler, Jonah 74 1 0
Keeler, Lot 53 5 0
Keeler, Silas 35 10 0
Keeler, Martin 48 12 0
Keeler, Isaac 79 2 9

Keeler, Jr., Joseph GO 2 0
Keeler, Samuel 04 0 0
Keeler, Jr., Timothy 62 17 G

Keeler, Elijah 18 0 o
Lobdell, John 38 8 0
Lobdell, Caleb 04 14 0
Lobilell, Eheno/.er 29 0 0
Lobdell, Samuel G4 12 0
Morehouse, Sanniel 124 0 0

Marsha 1, Gregory 47 18 0
Mai-shall, Jabez 37 0 0
Meed, Israel 64 4 0
Northrup, Jr

,
Joseph 02 4 0

Nortbrup, Jr., James 40 7 0
N(U thrup, Eli G7 17 3
Northrup, Gabi iell 123 3 0
Northrup, John 08 14 0
Northrup, David 89 10 0
Northrup, Sr., James 04 3 0
Niirthiup, Jabez 34 2 0
Northrup. Sr., Joseph 42 0 0
Northrup, Aaron 61 14 0
Nortbrup, .\brahani.'. 37 13 6

Nortbrup, Isaiic 24 17 0
Northrup, Nathan 0 0 10 0
Northrup, Jr., Nathan 38 0 0
Osborn, Jonathan 42 14 0
Osborn, Joseph 11 8 0
Osborn, Nathan 07 14 0
Osborn, Kicliard 16 5 0
Osborn, Jeremiah 40 14 0
Olmstead, Sanuu'l eO 12 0
Olmstead, Capt. Richard 77 10 0
Olmstcad, John 30 8 2

Olmstead, .Ir., Richard 60 10 0
Olmstcad, Thomas 23 0 0
Olmstead, Ambrose 48 S 0
Olmstead, Capt. Daniel 78 10 0
Olmstead, Jonathan 32 0 0
Olmstead, Stephen 28 2 0
I'ortnian, Kichard 1 10 0
Rockwell, Benjamin

64

0 0

£ «. d.

IU)ckwell, .Iiinathan

19

0 0
Rockwell, Tlioniao KXJ 12 0
Rockwell, J.Jiii

92

1« 0
Rockwell, Daniel

&4

12 0
Rockwell, Jabez

41

« 0
R(jHH^iiie, Alexander

47

2 0
RoBSguie, JiumjIi 73 U 0
ItuHsguie, Ahruliani

37

2 U
Stebbins, Benjanjin

208

12 0

Smith, Stephen

53

Hi 0
Sherwood, Daniel, Sr WJ 4 0
Smith, Jonah

1<4

10 0
St. John, Samuel 3 8 0
Smith, Gideon 10:J 16 0
Smith, Thomas

58

0 0
Storker, Joseph

27

0 (t

Smith, Ebenezer

80

10 8
Smith, Daniel

.58

13 0
Smith, J(d) r,'J (i 0
Smith, Sanjuel

143

10 0
Smith, John

73

8 f,

Smith, Samuel ye 3d

07

12 9
Sherwo<jd, Daniel, Jr

41

12 0
Smith, Samuel

114

9 6

Smith, Samuel ye 4th. M'hitlock, Jonathan.

Seamore, Mathew. AVhitlock, Adams.

Seamore, Mathew, Jr. Whitlson, Thomas.

Street, Timothy. AVhittson, Jr., Benjamin.

St. John, Nathan. 'Whitnec, John.

Smith, Isaac. Wbitnee, Richard.

Smith, David. Whitlock, John.

Smith, Jabez. AVood, David.

Sherwood, Nathan. Whitlock, Abraham.

Scott, David. Wittson, Daniel.

Stebbins, Jr., Benjamia. Wbitnee, Daniel.

Stebbins, Ebenezer. Wood, Obadiali.

Reivinge, Thomas. Wood, Jr., Obadlah.

Ventrus, Benjamin. Tongue, James.

Whitne, Henry. Baniuni, Joshua.

Whitlock, Nathaniel. Nash, Ebenezer.

The Sum Totall of the Listable Estate of ye Town of Ridgefield io ye

year 1746 is £9001 Is. Gd.

Samukl Smith, ye "3d.

James Northrop,

Jonathan Olmstead,

Received to record January 23, 1746-47, and Recorded p' me
TiM» Kekler,

liegiKter.

RIDGEFIELD IN 1S00.»

" In consequence of the exchange made by this

State with the State of New York, in 1733, for part of

Stamford and Greenwich, of what is commonly called

the Oblong, one mile and three-quarters in width, the

whole length of the first patent was cut off from

Ridgefield ; the whole town therefore contains but two

located Societies, being the first or old society and

Ridgebury. The town in its present form is nearly

in the common figure of a cofiin. The First Society

contains about sixteen thousand acres, and Ridge-

bury Society, in this town, about eleven thousand.

The whole township is about fifteen miles in length,

the width at south end about three miles and thrce-

quartei's ; at about one-third of the length northward

it is about five miles wide, and at the north end only

half a mile ; bouuded south by Xt)rwalk, east by Red-

ding and part of Danbury, north by Daubury and Xew
Fairfield, and west by the State of New York. There

* The following is a highly-interesting sketch of Ridgefield as it ap-

peared eighty years ago, and is from the pen of the Ilev. Sanuu-l Giwd-

rich, liciug extracts fnim a manuscript work in the Hartfortl .\llionanim

entitled, " A Statistical Account of Ridgefield, in the County of F.^irfii-l(i,

drawn up by Rev. Samuel Goodrich fixun Minutes furnisheil by a Num-

ber of his rarishionci's, a.d. ISOO."
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were in the year 1799 ten schools kept in the First

Society by masters in as many school-houses built

for that purpose, and the number of scholars taken

by the visiting committee were four hundred and

thirty-three.

" There are three foreigners in the town who are

paupers,—viz., two men and one woman. One of the

men, named Yabecomb, was from Wales ; the other,

named Jagger, is an old man about ninety-five years,

an Englishman, who served under the Duke of Cum-
berland at the battle of Culloden in 1745, and was in

Flanders with the regiment previous to that battle.

" There is the appearance of sundry Indian graves

at a place commonly called Nooricus Ridge. There

is one mountain which I'etains its Indian name, As-

proom (' high or lofty'), and there are several ponds,

as Mammenusquah, Nisopack, Aokeets, and Umper-
wauge. There are no Indians at present living in the

town, excejjt One, who has learned the mason trade

and has married a white woman. One died in the

town about two years since at a great age, not cer-

tainly known, but supposed ninety-six or more.

"The general face of the land is gently swelling

ridges, extending from north to south, though there

are some broken, abrupt, rocky precipices and a con-

siderable quantity of very stony land, which is yet,

and probably will be, reserved to grow wood and tim-

ber upon. The soils on the ridges are generally com-

posed of loam and clay, and there is a considerable

quantity in some parts of the town of a light lime-

stone soil, but little of gravel. The lowlands, or

swamps, of which there are several, are generally a

deep black soil, made by the fallen timber and leaves

and the wash from the ridges, but they suffer much
for the want of drainage. The soil was originally

very fertile and produced plenty of excellent wheat,

which has generally failed since the appearance of the

Hessian fly, though now and then it does well in some

favorite spots.

" It at present produces good rye and Indian corn,

—

a considerable more than for the consumption of

the inhabitants,—flax, large quantities of oats, buck-

wheat, beans, and peas. Onions grow as well in some

open gardens as in any part of the State. The land is

very good for grass.

" The middle of the township lies about fourteen

miles from the landing at Norwalk, and is equally

distant on the highest land between the rivers Hudson
and Ausatonuck, and in particular the hill or ridge

lying west of and near the town street is by way of

eminence called the High Ridge (Indian name, Can-

doto), from which, in clear weather, the mountains

west of the Hudson, and the West Rock, near New
Haven, may be clearly seen, and the Sound for fifty

or sixty miles. The waters rise at the foot of this

hill and run in different directions, discharging into

the Sound at Fairfield, Norwalk, and Stamford, and
into the river Hudson by the river Titicus, and
through the river Croton. The waters also which

rise in this town discharge into the Ousetonuck at the

great falls in New Milford. There are, therefore, no
streams of any considerable magnitude or conse-

quence before they leave the limits of the town, and
thus all are frequently during the summer months too

small to carry mills. There are, however, some ponds

in the town that have by improvement been made
sufficient to answer the necessities of the inhabitants

and more. The town, being a hilly country, furnishes

a number of excellent small springs of water, which

is light or heavy according to the soil from which

they flow. Some of the springs have in the course

of ten or fifteen years changed the quality of

the water, and some few wells, from what cause is not

certainly known ; it is, however, in one well, attrib-

uted to its being not long used. The most remarkable

spring is in the southerly part of the town, and is

commonly called Silver Spring ; the water is very cold

and heavy. It discharges about one-fourth water suf-

ficient to carry a grist-mill, and is not materially af-

fected by the freshet or drought. The wells on the

height of the ridges are commonly from thirty to

forty feet, those in the valleys from twelve to

thirty ; but in time of severe drought many wells

fail of water. There have been but two instances of

aqueducts in the town, and those only to supply a

single family each, which experiments have been

made in the course of this summer, and are likely to

answer their design. The expense by the rod is about

four shillings. There are a great many small streams

in all parts of the town, but most of them in a dry

season fail, except near the springs which produce

them.

"There are in most of the mountains, amongst the

rocks and stones, appearances of sulphur and iron.

There has not yet any bed been opened that promises to

pay the expenses of working. There has been several

attempts to dig after the precious metals, and a con-

siderable quantity of the ore has been carried away
;

but to collect any quantity of the metal has proved

impracticable. There are several beds of limestone

of good qualities, and some quarries of a grayish and

sky-blue stone which is serviceable in building, but

no freestone.

" The original timber consisted of the several sorts

of walnuts and oaks. Butternuts are plenty, with

maple, beech, ash, dogwood, elm, sassafras, and a

number of shrubs, as whortleberries, bayberries, etc.,

stately spruce-trees. In the first settlement of the

town the inhabitants annually burnt over the high

rough land for the benefit of the wild feed that grew

on them, which was a great injury to the old trees

and entirely prevented the young from growing ; but

since that practice has ceased our rough lands have a

most beautiful thriving young growth coming on,

which promises plenty of timber and fuel. There is

a considerable number of the sugar-maple trees grow-

ing, but no more sugar made than is consumed by the

makers. The common method of perforating the tree



KIDGEFIELD. 653

is either with a twist-auger or a narrow chisel. Our

woods yield lumber for our maple-tuba, etc., and

some small quantity for exportation, as heading,

staves, and hoops. It is probable with i)rudent man-

agement this town will produce sufficient wood for

fuel for the inhabitants for a century to come. The

price of wood for fuel has not yet been more in the

street than one dollar per load, containing half a cord.

There have been several forges set up in the town

and near it within a few years past, but it is probable

that they will soon cease on account of the extraor-

dinary consumption of wood, having in a short time

more than doubled the price of woodland in the ex-

tremities of the town. There are five grist-mills in

the town, two fulling-mills, and several saw-mills

carried by water, which answer for the inhabitants,

but cany on no business on an extensive scale.

" The price of land has gradually increased since

the first improvement, but is not so high as in the

neighboring towns, for the reasons that there are no

gatherings of the people for or on account of the

public business in the town, and our rivers are so

small, being at the head of them, that no water-woi'ks

can be carried on to profit on an extensive plan.

There are but few mechanics and manufacturers,

traders, or men in the learned professions, to the

number of people who follow agriculture, and most

of the inhabitants raise provisions for their own con-

sumjjtion and some for exportation, for which reason

the price of labor or provisions is not generally so

high as it is in more populous places.

" The people generally manufacture their own
linen and woolen cloths in their families, using all

their wool and most of their flax.

" It is supposed that the quantity of flaxseed annu-

ally sent from this town is from five hundred to one

thousand bushels, according as the season is more or

less productive. The old people love turnips yet

better than potatoes, and there are considerable

quantities used every year,—from two thousand to

four thousand bushels a year
;
they make good feed

for sheep and cows that give milk. Potatoes are very

much used, and increased attempts are making to

raise them for market ; but the distance from market

is so great that it is not expected the practice will be

general.

" Our teams used for transportation and the several

branches of industry and husbandry have been gen-

erally composed of oxen and horses together, and our

vehicles for carriage have been carts and sleds ; but

within a few years past wagons drawn by horses have

greatly multiplied, and the cart, harrow, and plow

are more frequently drawn by oxen alone. The
increase of cattle is doubtless an advantage to so

rough a country as ours, and the increase of horses,

except for sale and exportation, a disadvantage to us,

if not to every country.

" Pleasure-sleighs and those for lumber have

greatly multiplied since the Revolution. Our grain

is universally thrashed with flails and cleaned with a

fan and riddled.

"The town being originally much covered with

chestnut timber, that was for about fifty years chiefly

used for fencing ; since that time the post fences have

gradually been replaced with stone, and at present

there is but very little timber cut for that purpose

except for posts and bars, and there is jjrobably

movable stone enough for the purjiose of fencing.

"This town, by the mode of laying it out at first,

was cut into small pieces or tracts of land, and, the

people being generally husbandmen, scarce any man
has more than he and his family want to improve,

and of course we have no tenanted lands. There are

some people who crop it, as is termed with us,—that

is, plow and sow for a certain share ; the common
custom is to the labor two-thirds and to the land one.

" There has been for the last forty years a constant

emigration of the people born in the town to the

diff'ercnt parts of the United States.

" In our Revolution many of our young people left

the town, and some of them now reside in the British

dominion; some have returned, and several are dead.

The people of this place have hitherto been so favored

with the grace of God that there has never been one

convicted of any crime punishable bylaws of the land

with death.

"There have been two instances of suicide, natives

in the prime of life, one male and the other female;

both were married and had families.

" Until about the year 1760 there was a considera-

ble number of good sheep in the town, and they were

kept by a shepherd in the summer months, and regu-

larly twice in the week let to the highest bidder to

lay on his plow-land during the night season, which

method of manuring caused the worn land to produce

excellent crops of wheat of the best quality, and great

quantities of the land belonging to the proprietors

was kept for the sheep to feed upon ; but about that

time'(1760) the proprietors agreed to divide their in-

terests in said several lands, and they were soon

fenced up, since which time the sheep have gradu-

ally decreased, and would have become extinct but for

the encouragement and protection of the Legislature.

"There are probably about half as many sheep

in the town as there are people. It would be but a

venture to guess the number of swine ; there may
be not far from fourteen hundred or fifteen hundred,

and there are from one hundred and fifty to two

hundred barrels of pork annually carried out of the

town, and about as much beef. There may be from

two hundred and fifty to three hundred firkins of but-

ter exported and half the weight of cheese (nine thou-

sand), and about one hundred head of fat cattle driven

to market on their legs to New York.
" The making of butter has much increased within

twenty years. As it can now be carried fresh to Xew
York market, the price is more than three times than

it was then.
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"There is a good tan-work in this town, in which

about fifty vats are occupied. It has, however, been

the custom for ahnost all the farmers to tan their own
leather, and do many other parts of mechanical busi-

ness. There is also a hatting-manufactory, in which

about five or six workmen are employed to good ad-

vantage ; it furnishes the inhabitants with hats and

sends abroad work to a handsome amount. There

are likewise two boot- and shoe-factories, which will

probably send abroad five thousand pairs of boots and

shoes ; the materials they work are chiefly brought

from New York or abroad. Cabinet-work is done in

town,for the inhabitants and some of the neighboring

towns. It has already been observed that the inhabi-

tants manufacture all the wool they raise, and a con-

siderable quantity is brought from abroad.
" A large quantity of ducking (not for sale, but for

the Southern market), perhaps three thousand yards,

at one shilling per yard, is annually made and sold.

The great quantities of cotton cloths, as muslins, etc.,

imported and sold at a low price, has a tendency to

discourage making American cloth, though many
make linen and exchange with the shopkeepers for

cotton goods.

" There are no breweries in this town, and the gen-

eral custom, which used formerly be practiced, of

making small-beer for family use, is almost entirely

neglected, except for sake of the lees to make bread.
" There were formerly deer, bears, wolves, pan-

thers, and wild-cats in our woods, and beaver in our

ponds, but they are now extinct. We have red and
gray foxes, some few raccoons, woodchucks, gray and
striped squirrels. There were at the first settlement

great numbers of rattlesnakes and snakes equally poi-

sonous, but they are almost destroyed. One method
for their destruction was the turning of swine among
them, which devoured them. About the year 1780,

and for several succeeding years, the canker-worm de-

stroyed our apples and apple-trees in many of our or-

chards to a very alarming degree ; but about the year

1794, in the spring season, soon after the leaves and

worms made their appearance, there came into the

orchards several flocks of uncommon birds, a little

larger than a blue-bird^ of a brown color, and picked

the worms from the trees, as was also the case with a

number of flocks of pigeons, which greatly checked

them, and the frost which happens sometimes the

latter end of May entirely destroyed them, so we have

not one canker-worm since that has been heard of.

" Respecting the bird, it has never been seen with

us since, except it be the one that a^jpears in the win-

ter, which, if it is the same, is considerably changed

in its color.

" There were a few barberry-bushes in town that

were for a long time kept for medical purposes ; the

great blast of wheat about the year 1775 induced

people totally to destroy them.

. "It is an undoubted fact that a bunch of those

bushes, not more than an armful, blasted several fields

of wheat, so as totally to destroy some and much in-

jure others, at half a mile's distance. As to the cause

of their blasting, it is conjectured that it is their sour-

ness, as it is observed that wheat delights in light

sweet soils, which naturally produces the white and

red clover. It has also been observed that wheat-

fields lying near swamps producing cranberries have

been blasted by them ; but it is necessary, in order to

produce this destructive effect, that the weather be

moist and the wind blow in a direction from the

bushes or swamp to the fields of grain, when the nox-

ious eflSiuvia which the bushes emit fills the air, and

being of such a nature that as soon as it comes in

contact with the straw it poisons it, and destroys it so

as to afford no nourishment to the kernel.

" There are two places or houses built for public

worship in the First Society and two in Ridgebury,

one of which, the Episcopal, has gone to decay. One

of the houses in the old society is used by the Con-

gregationalists, and the other by the Episcopalians.

Mr. Thomas Hawley, from Northampton, was settled

in the first society soon after the town was settled, in

the year 1714, and was their first pastor and continued

till the year 1739, when he deceased in the prime of

life.. He was an able divine, a man of great frank-

ness and sociability, an excellent scholar, and was

very useful to the town, not only as a minister but in

a civil capacity, serving them as their town clerk, and

doing almost all their writing business until his death.

"As an encouragement for his settlement in the

ministry, in the then infant state of the town, he re-

ceived one twenty-ninth part of the land to himself

and his heirs. Some of his descendants are now living

in the town. His salary was small at first, but in-

creased gradually as the people became more able
;

but it may be remarked as a capital error in the origi-

nal proprietors of this town, as in many others, in

giving away the right of soil. It is probable that had

what was given to Mr. Hawley been appropriated to

the ministry and for religious purposes, that the in-

terest at this day would have defrayed all the ex-

penses of the society. Some may perhaps think it

best, and that it endears a people and their minister

supporting him by tax. Mr. Jonathan Ingersoll suc-

ceeded Mr. Hawley in the ministry. He was from

Milford. He was ordained in the year 1740, and

fulfilled for many years his duty with ability, ingraft-

ing himself in the affections of the peoj^le, and was

universally beloved and esteemed. Some years before

his decease a shock of the palsy weakened his body

and mind, but he continued to do his duty in office

until near the time of his death, which was on 2*

October, 1778, after which time there was a succession

of temporary preachers until 6* of July, 1786, when

Mr. Samuel Goodrich, of Durham, was ordained, and

is the present pastor. It is worthy of remark that

the people in this town have always been attached to

their ministers, and great harmony and peace has

subsisted between them.
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"The Episcopalians built their first house of pu))-

lic worship in the year 1740
;
they never had a clergy-

man to tlieinselves steadily, but have successively

employed a number,— first, Mr. Ganer, then Mr.

Beach, Mr. Fovvle, Mr. Townsend, Mr. De Lancey,

Dr. Perry, and lastly Mr. Butler, who is esteemed a

worthy man and gives good satisfaction to his people.

"Ridgebury Society was set off in the year 1763,

and Mr. Samuel Camp was ordained to the jtastorate

care of the Congregational Church in the year, who
still continues their minister. He is a man of a feeble

bodily constitution, a critical scholar, a sound and

orthodox divine, retentive memory, and great logical

abilities. There has been in years past a number of

people who call themselves Baptists, who showed

much zeal in religion and met in jjrivate houses for

worship. At the j^resent they are much on the de-

cline. A few have joined the Methodists, whose

preachers, though very zealous, have made but little

impression on the minds of the people in this town.

Almost all the people attend public worship with the

Congregationalists or Episcopalians, and there is and

has been for a long time past the utmost harmony and

friendship prevailing between the several denomina-

tions of Christians here, who frequently worship to-

gether and evince the efficacy of that spirit whose

leading character is charity. A spirit of litigation

has also greatly abated, and it is worthy of remark

that at a late session of the County Court for tliis

county there was not one man from the town during

the whole term except one of the judges, and we never

liad any man living in the town who was a lawyer by

profession.

" The church under the cai'e of Mr. Goodrich con-

sists of one hundred and thirty members.

"The whole number of inhabitants belonging to

the congregations is eight hundred and fifty.

"There have been seventeen hundred and fifty

baptisms since the year 1743, and one hundred and
seventy pay taxes to the Congregationalists.

" About the time that Paine's ' Age of Reason' came
abroad. Infidelity presented itself to view, and, like

Milton's description of Death, ' Black it stood as night,

fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell;' the horror of its

features digusted the people to such a degree that it

has not yet had one advocate in this town.
" The salary given Mr. Ingersoll was seventy-five

pounds ; to Mr. Goodrich one hundred and fifteen

pounds and twenty cords of wood annually. The list

of the town, fifty-one thousand doU^ ; of the First So-

ciety twenty-two thousand dolP. Public worship is

here maintained by tax only.

"Schools in this town are maintained, 1*', in part

by the produce of the sale of lands in Litchfield County

by the State, and appropriated to the school
;

2*, by
the produce of an excise duty laid on rum and tea,

but the act, proving unpopular, was never carried into

general execution. The money paid in by this town
was returned and appropriated for the benefit of

scliools. l)y the forty sliiilings on the thousand,

as it is commordy called; 4"', by the produce of the

sales of the Western lands; and lastly, in case of de-

ficiency, by a tax on the scholars.

" The wages given to masters is from fifteen to eight

dollars per month, according to number of scholars

and the ability of the teachers. There is taught in

our schools reading, writing, arithmetic, and gram-

mar, some catechising, and a little manners. It ha.s

been remarked that since tlie visiting committee have

attended to their duty, our schools arc under better

regulation and our scholars make greater proficiency.

There are a number of young people who have been

taught in our schools who have gone into otlier parts

and taught with applause. Board for children is from

seventy-five cents to one dollar per week, and tuition

from fifty cents to one dollar per quarter.

"The number of poor who receive aid from the

town do not exceed ten or twelve, of which number

not more than two or three receive their whole sup-

port. Those that do are foreigners, being those men-

tioned before, one of which was a laborer and the

other a soldier who wrought jet-work in cedar since

he has been in this country till he was near eighty

years old, and he will to this day, being in the ninety-

sixth year of his age, sing a martial air he learned in

Flanders and cry ' God save King George !' Those

who receive partial aid do some work, and receive

some assistance from relations and particular friends.

The old soldier has been bid off to the lowest bidder

for several years from seven shillings sixpence to six

shillings per week. We have no poor that are charge-

able but what became so by bodily imbecility.

" We had the last year not more than five taverns

in town, though in years past we have had double

that number; they are not much frequented by the

inhabitants of the town. The grog-drinkers and

brandy-tipplers have found a way to be supplied at a

cheaper rate than they can obtain at licensed inns,

and it is necessary that they should be prudent.

" In regard to climate, the height of our situation

in the atmosphere and the descent of the laud to the

north renders the air, though cold, exceedingly salu-

brious. Diff'erent disorders have prevailed in differ-

ent seasons, owing to different causes. The main

street in the town, being on the highest land or near

it, has ever been healthy ; near the lowlands and

ponds in the skirts of the town the fever and ague

and other fevers have prevailed. There are some in-

stances of nervous fevers almost every year, which

generally proves mortal. The dysentery sometimes

visits us, but has never made great ravages. Symp-
toms of putridity have appeared in some fevers, and

have in some instances proved suddenly fatal, yet

never been alarming. The smallpox has been fa-

miliar, and lias in a great measure left its terrors

since the practice of inoculation, which ha* been gen-

erally adopted by almost all the inhabitants. Tliree

or four hundred have had it in a season, out of which
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number from one to two have died ; it is a very small

expense. People here generally marry young, and
are veiy prolific ; in six families a number of years

since, all living in one neighborhood, there were

seventy-five children.

" The number of births greatly exceed the number
of deaths. There may have been four thousand since

the settlement of the town. The annual number of

deaths, on an average for ten years past, will not ex-

ceed twenty,—about one in a hundred of the inhabi-

tants. There has been one instance of a man who
deceased in town one hundred and two years old ; he

was born at Eastchester, in the State of New York,

and came into this town in his forty-fourth year, by
name Richard Osborn. He was a very religious man,

slender in body, had been a justice of the peace and

deacon in the prime of life, was temperate in his

habits and diet, but animated in his passions. There

have been many instances of persons living over

ninety, and great numbers who survive eighty, and
considerably active. There are now living in the

town three over ninety, and twenty who are eighty or

more.
" In October a remarkable thunder-gust, tornado,

or hurricane passed through the northerly part of this

society and the south part of Ridgebury, destroying

everything in its course in this and the neighboring

towns. Eleven buildings were nearly destroyed, and

three or four entirely. Several dwelling-houses were

damaged in a surprising manner, but none of the in-

habitants were destroyed or very materially injured.

" Our elevated situation occasions the earth to be

covered much deeper and longer with snow than the

neighboring towns, but we are not exposed to inunda-

tions, being so near the head of the streams. There

have been for several years great swarms of insects

(especially the rosebug) moving to the northward and

northwest ; some have supposed them to be the Hes-

sian fly. For several years past a sort of caterpillar
\

worm has prevailed upon the trees, both fruit-trees !

and forest-trees. In the latter part of summer, espe-

cially, the wild cherry-tree, many of the red and

black ash-trees have been destroyed in the swamps
and low grounds, and if not checked in their progress

by Providence threaten wide destruction.

" Our little town has not much to boast of superior

genius or intellects, though nature has been by no

means .niggardly to us in the distribution of her

powers. The natives of the town are undoubtedly

endued with as good natural capacities as any people

on earth, though few of them have any great degree

of acquired learning. The person who happens to be

most employed by his fellow-freemen in public busi-

ness soon claims and has the most notice. And we
have many persons who never mounted the public

stage of business, who only want to be called up and

employed to exhibit talents which by experience

would shine.

" Our various mechanics and artificers improve

gradually in the beauty if not in the strength of their

various manufactures. In regard to the vices of the

people, though it might be prudent to draw a curtain

to hide them, yet 'they will in one occasion or another

become public. Robbing orchards and gardens in

the season of fruit is the most prevalent, and other

indulgence of fleshly appetites frequently cause re-

pentance. The amusements commonly in vogue are

ball, chess, quoits, and dancing. The people, by fre-

quently stirring up, are attentive to their civil privi-

leges and religious institutions. In liberality the

people are not deficient, and have always furnished

their quota for the public service. We have a small

library of about one hundred and fifty volumes,

established about five years since, and annually aug-

mented."

SKETCH OF RIDGEFIELD IX 1855.

The following racy sketch of this town is from the

pen of S. C. Goodrich, familiarly known as " Peter

Parley," being a letter addressed to his brother:

•" Deab Brother,—I greatly regret that you could not continue your

journey with us to Eidgefield. The weather was fine, and the season

—

crowning the earth with abundance—made every landscape heautifni.

The woods which, as you know, abound along the route spread tlieir

intense shade over the land, thus mitigating the heat of the unclouded

sun, and the frequent fields of Indian corn, with their long leaves and

sill^en tassels, all fluttering in the breeze, gave a sort of holiday look to

the scene. Of all agricultural crops this is the most picturesque and

the most imposing. Let others niagniloquize upon the vineyards of

France and the olive-orchards of Italy ; I parted with tliese scenes a few

weeks since, and do not hesitate to say that, as a spectacle to the e^'e,

our maize-fields are infinitely superior. Leaving New Haven by rail,

we reached Norwalk in forty minutes; an hour after, we were at Ridge-

field, having journeyed three miles by stage, from the Danhury and Nor-

walk station. Thus we performed a journey in less than two hours

which cost a day's travel in our boyhood. You can well comprehend

that we had a good time of it.

"As I approached the town I began to recognize localities,—roads,

houses, and hills. I was in aglow of excitement, for it was nineteen

years since I had visited the place, and there was a mixture of the

strange and familiar all around which was at once pleasing and painful,

—pleasing because it revived many cherished memories, and painful be-

cause it suggested that time is a tomb into whicli man and his works are

ever plunging, like a stream flowing on only to disappear in an unfath-

omable gulf. The bright village of to-day is in fact the graveyard of the

past generation. I was here like one lisen from tlie dead, and come to

look on the jtlace which I once knew, but which I shall soon know no

more. All seemed to me a kind of dream, half real and half imagin.ary,

—now presenting some familiar and cherished remembrance, and now

mocking me with strange and baffling revelations.

"Nevertheless, all things considered, I enjoyed the scene. The physi-

ognomy of the town—a swelling n\ound of hills rising in a crescent of

mountains—was all as I had learned it by heart in childhood. To the

north the bending line of Aspen Ledge, to the east the Redding Hills,

to the west the Highlands of tlie Hudson, to the south the sea of forest-

crowned undulations sloping down to Long Island Sound, all in a cool

but brilliant .\ugust sun, and all tinted with intense verdure, presented

a scene to me—the pilgrim returning to his birthplace—of unrivaled in-

terest.

"In general, the whole country seemed embowered in trees,—fresh

and exuberant, and strongly in contrast with the wornout lands of the

old countries,—with openings hero and there. upon hillside and valley,

consisting of green meadow, or pasture, or blooming maize, or perhaps

patches of yellow stubble, for the smaller giaius had been already har-

vested. As I came within the precincts of tlie village I could not but

admire the fields, as well on account of their evident richness of soil

and excellent cultiv.ation as their general neatness. The town, you

know, was originally blessed or cursed, as the case may be, by a most

abundant crop of stones. To clear the land of fliese was the Herculean

task of the early settlers. For many generations they usurped the soil,
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olietnictcd the [jI jw, dulled tlie scythe, and now, after ages of labor, they

are formed into sturdy walls, neatly laid, giving to the enliro landscape

an aspect not only of comfort, bnt refinement. In our day these wore

rudely ])iled up with frequent breaches,—the temiiting openijigs for

vagrant sheep and loose yearling cattle. No better evidence can bo

afforded of a general process and iniiiroveniont than that most of these

have been rolaid with Sijmclhing of the art and nicety of miwon-worlt.

The Mat Olmsteads and Azor Smiths of the past half-century, who laid

Btone wall for Granther lialdwin and Gen. King at a dollar a rod, would

be amazed to see that tlic succeeding g(nieration has thrown their woiks

aside iii disgust and replaced them by constructions liaving somewhat
of the solidity and exactitude of fortifications.

"As we passed along I observed that nearly all the houses which ex-

isted when we were boys had given place to new, and for the most part

larger, structures. Here and there was an original dwelling. A general

change had passed over the land : swaniiis had been converted into mea-
dows; streams that spi awled across the path now flowed tidily beneath

stone biidges; little shallow ponds, the haunts of muddling geese, had

disappeared; the undergrowth of woods and cojisrs bad been cleared

away
; briers and brambles once thick with fruit or abonnding in birds'

nests, or perchance the hiding-place of snakes, had been extirpated, and
corn and potatoes flonrislied in their stead. In one place where I recol-

lected to have nnearthed a woodchuck I saw a garden, and among its

redolent pumpkins, cucumbers, and cabbages was a row of tomatoes,

—

• a idant which in my early days was oidy known as a strange exotic

producing little red balls which bore the enticing name of love-apples.

" At last we came into the main street. This is the same,—yet not the

same. All the distances seenjcd le.ss than as I had marked tlieni in my
memory. From tlie meeting-house to 'Squire Keelers—which I tbouglit

to be a quarter of a mile— it is but thirty rods. At the same time the

undulations seemed more frequent and abrupt. The old houses are

mostly gone, and more sumptuous ones are in their place. A certain

neatness and elegance have succeeded to the plain and iirimitive charac-
teristics of other days.

"The street, on the whole, is one of the most beautiful I know of. It

is more than a mile in length and a hundred and twenty feet in width,

ornamented witli two continuous lines of trees,—elms, sycamores, and
Bugar-maples,— save only here and there a brief interval. Some of these,

in front of the more inipoting houses, are truly majestic, ^he entire

street is carpeted with a green sod soft as velvet to the feet. The high-
road runs in the middle, with a footwalk on either side. These passages
are not paved, but are covered with gravel, and so neatly cut that tliey

appear like ideasure-gronnds. All is so biiglit and so tasteful that you
might e.xpect to see some imperative sign-board warning you, on peril

of the law, not to tread upon the grass. Yet, as I learned, all this em-
bellishment Hows spontaneously from the choice of the people, and not
from police regulations.

"The general aspect of the street, however, let me observe, is not
sumptuous, like Hartford and New Haven, or even Fairfield. There is

still a certain quaintness and primness about the place. Here and there
you see old respectable houses, showing the dim vestiges of ancient
paint, while the contiguous gardens, groaning with rich fiuits and vege-
tables, and the stately rows of elms in front, declare it to be taste, and
not necessity, that thus cherishes the reverend hue of unsophisticated

clapboards and the venerable rust with wliich time bajitizes unprotected
shingles. There is a stillness about the town which lends favor to this

characteristic of studied rusticity. There is no fast driving, no shouting,

no railroad whistle; for you must remember that the station of the
Danbury and Norwalk line is three miles off. Few people are to be seen
in the sti eets, and those who do appear move with an air of leisure and
tranquillity. It would seem dull and almost melancholy were it not
that all around is so tbriffy, so tidy, so really comfortable. Houses,
white or brown, with green window-blinds, and eniliowored in lilacs and
fruit-trees, and seen beneath the arches of wide-spreading Ameiiran
elms,—the finest of the whole elm family,—can never bo otherwise than
cheerful.

" I went, of course, to the old Keelei* tavern for lodgings. The sign
was gone, and, though the house retained its ancient form, it was so
neatly painted, and all around had such a look of repose, that I feared
it had ceased from its ancient hospitalities. I, however, went to the
door and rapped

: it was locked. A bad sign, thought I. Ere long, how-
ever, a resiiectable danu^ appeared, turned the key, and let me in. It

was Anne Keeler converted into Mrs. Uessequie. Had it been her
mother, I slumid only have said that she had grown a little fuller and
more dignified; as it was, the idea crossed my mind,

"'Fanny was younger once than she is now !'

But it seems to me that her matronly grac* fully coinpeimatMl for all Klie

might have lost of earlier in etenslonB. Slje Iwked at me (:a/,iiigly, a» If

she half knew me. She was about inquiring my name, when I Duirgrateil

that she might CiiU me Smith, and begged her U> tell me If xlit could gire

me lodgings. She replied that they diil Hometimeit receive utrangen,

though they did not keep a tavern. I afterwardu heard that the family

was rich, and that it was courtesy more than caHh which indued tlieni

to keep up the old habit of the place. I was kindly re<;eivfil, though at

first as a stranger. After a short tinje I was found out, and welcomMl as

a fri(!nd. What fragiant butter, what white bretid, what ih liriuun mca>-
tash, fhey gave me ! And as to the milk, it was juirt such as cows gave

fifty years ago, and up(jn the slightest encouragement pt^itively pro-

duced an envelope of g(dden cream. Alas! how comb have degenerated,

especially in the great cities of the earth ! In New York, Jx>ndoii, or

Paris, it is all the same. He who wishcH to eat with a relish that the

Astor House or IVIorley's or the Oiand Hotel du I,onvre cannot give

should go to Kidgefield and put himself under the care of Mrs. Kct»<,f|uic.

If he bo served, as I was, by her daughter,—a thing, however, that I

cannot jn'oniise,—he may enjoy a lively anil ploMKiut conversation while

he discusses his meal. When you go there—as go you must—do not for-

get to Older ham and eggs, for they arc such as we ate in our childhood,

not a mass of rod leather steeped in grease and covered with a tough,

bluish gum, as is now fhe fashion in these things. As to blackberry- and

huckleberry-pies anil similar good gifts, you will find them just such as

our mother made fifty yeain ago, when these bounties of I'rovidence were

included in the prayer, 'Give us this day our daily bread,' and wore a

worthy answer to such a petition.

" lunuediately after my arrival, waiting only to deposit my carpet-bag

in my room, I set out to visit our house,—our former home. .As I canio

near I saw that the footpath we had worn across Deacon Bene<lict's lot

to shorten the distance from the street had given place to a highway. I

entered this, and was approaching the object of my visit, when I was

overtaken by a young man walking with a long stride.

"
' Whose house is this on the hill ?' said I.

"
' It is mine,' was the reply.

"
' Indeed ! You must have a fine view from your upper windows?'

'"Yes, the view is famous, and the house itself is somewhat noted. It

was built by Peter Parley, and here he lived many years.'

"By this time we had reached the place. The stranger, after I had
looked at the premises a few moments said, 'Perhaps you would like to

ascend the hill to tlie north, from which the view is very extensive ';' I

gave assent, and we went thither, soon finding ourselves in the old Kee-
ler lot, on tlio top of High Ridge, so familiar to our youthful rambles.

With all the vividness of my early recollections, I really had no adequate

idea of the beauty of the scene as now presented to us. The circle of

view was iiuleed less tlian I had imagined, for I once thought it immense,
but the objects were more striking, more vividly tinted, more pictur-

esqiiely disposed. Long Island Sound, which extends for sixty miles

before tho eye, except as it is hidden here and there by intercepting hills

and trees, seems nearer than it did to the inexperience<l vision of my
childhood, I could distinguish the different kindsof vessels on the water

and the island itself, stretched out in a long blue line beyond, presented

its cloud-lilte tissues of forest, alternating with patches of yellow sand-

banks along the shore. I could distinctly indicate the site of Norwalk,
and tho spires peering through tlio mass of trees to the eastward sixiko

suggestive of tho beautiful towns and villages that line the northern

baidis of the Sound.

" West Mou utain seemed nearer and less imiwsing than I had imagined,

but the sea of monntains beyond, terniinating in the Highlaiuls of tho

Hudson, more than fulfilled my remembrances. The scene has no
abrupt and startling gi andeurfrom this point of view, but in that kind
of beauty which consists in Idending the l>eace and quietude of c\illi-

vated valleys with the sublimity of mouutains—all in the enchantment
of distance, and all mantled with the vivid hues of summer—it cpials

the fairest scenes in Italy. The deeii-blne velvet which is thrown over

our Northeru landscapes difters, iiulecd, from the reildish purple of the

Apennines, but it is in all things i\s poetic, as stimulating to the imagin-

ation, as available til the painter, as suggx>stive to the ixiet,—to all, in-

deed, who feel and ajipreciate the truly beautiful, .\s 1 gazed upon this

lovely scene, how did the memories of early days conu> back clothed in

tho rontnnce of childhood ! I had then no idea of distance l>eyond these

mountains, no ioncepti<u> of landscape beauty, no idea of picturtwquc

sul)liniity, that surpassed what was familiar to nie hero. Indowi, all n.y

fii-st measures of gi aiideur and beauty in nature were formed ui>in these

glorious models now before nu>. How often have I stixvl uiH>n this

nxumd at th(> appivach of sunset and gazoil in speechless wonder uixin

yonder mouutains, glow ing ;\s they wore in the flood of s;\pphire which
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was then poured upon them ? I pray you to excuse my constant refer-

ence to foreign lands, but as I have just left them, it is natural to make
comparisons with these objects familiar to niy chiUlhood. Let me saj%

then, that no sunsets surpass our own in splendor, nor have I seen any-

thing to equal them iu brilliancy when the retiring orb of day, as if to

shed glory upon liis departure, pours his rays upon the outstretched

fleece of clouds, and these reflect their blaze upon the mountain land-

scape below. Then for a brief space, as you know, the heavens seem a

canopy of burnished g"Id, and tlie earth beneath a kingdom robed in

purple velvet and crowned with rubies and sapphires. In Italy the sun-

set sky has its enchantments, but while these perhaps surpass the same

exhibitions of nature iu our climate iu respect to a certain tranquil soft-

ness and exquisite blending of rainbow hues, they are still inferior in

gorgeous splendor to the scenes which I have been describing.

"Having taken a hasty but earnest view of the grand panorama of

High Ridge, I returned with my guide to the house. I feigned thirst

and begged a ghiss of water. This was readil.y given, and I tasted once

more the nectar of our ' old oaken bucket.' After glancing round and

making a few observations, I thanked my attendant—who, by the way,

had no suspicion that I knew the place as well as himself—for his cour-

tesy, and took my leave and returned to the hotel. My emotions upon

thus visiting our early home, so full of the liveliest associations, it would

be utterly in vain to attempt to describe.

"It was now Saturday evening, which I spent quietly with my host

and his family in talking over old times. In the morning I rose early,

for it seemed a sin to waste such hours as these. Standing on the north-

ern stoop of the Keeler tavern, I looked upon the beautiful landscape

bounded by the Eedding and Danbury hills and saw the glorious march

of morning over the scene. Tlie weather was clear, and the serenity of

the Sabbath was in the breadth of luiture; even the breezy morn soon

subsided into stillness, as if the voice of God hallowed it. The birds

seemed to know tliat He rested on this seventh day. As the sun came

up the fluttering leaves sank into repose; no voice of lowing herd or

baying hound broke over the hills. All was silent and motionless in the

street; everything seemed to feel that solemn command, 'Remember
the Sabbath day,'—save only a strapping Shanghai cock in Mr. Lewis'

yard over the way, which strutted, crowed, and chased the hens like a

very Mormon, evidently caring for none of these things.

"At nine o'clock the first bell rang. The first stroke told me that it

was not the same to which my childish ear was accustomed. Upon in-

quiry, I learned that on a certain Fourth of July some ten years back it

was rung so merrily as to be cracked ! Had any one a.sked me who was

likely to have done this, I should have said J .... II .... ., and he

indeed it was. With a good-will, however, quite cliaracteristic of him,

he caused it to be replaced by a new one, ami, thoiigli its tone is deeper

and even more melodious than the old one, I felt disappointed, and a

shade of sadness came over my mind.

"On going into the meeting-house, I found it to be totally changed.

The pulpit, instead of being at the west, was at the north, and the gal-

leries had been transposed to suit tliis new arrangement. Tlie Puritan

pine color of the pews iiad given way to white paint. The good old oaken

floor was covered by Kidderminster carpets. Tlie choir, instead of being

distributed into four parts and placed on difTerent sides of the gallery,

was all packed together in a heap. Instead of Deacon Hawley for chor-

ister, there was a young man w ho ' knew not Joseph,' and in lieu of a

pitch-pipe to give the key tliere was a melodeon to lead the choir. In-

stead of 'Mear,' 'Old Hundred,' 'Aylesbury,' 'Montgomery,' or 'New
Durham,'—songs full of piety and pathos, and iu which tlie whole con-

gregatitui simxiltaneously joined,—they sang modern tunes whose name
^nd measure I did not know. The performance was artistic and skillful,

but it seemed to lack the unction of a hearty echo from the bosom of the

assembly, as was the saintly custom among the fatliers.

"The congi'egation was no less changed than the place itself, for, re-

member, I had not been in this building for five and forty years. The

patriarchs of my boyhood—Deacon Olmstead, Deacon Benedict, Deacon

Hawley, Granther Baldwin, 'Squire Keeler, Nathan Smith—were not

there, nor were their tj'pes in their places. A few gray-haired men I

saw having dim and fleeting semblances to these Anakim of ni.y youth-

ful imagination, but who they were 1 could not tell I afterwards heard

that most of them were the companions of my early days, now grown

to manhood and bearing the impress of their parentage blent witli ves-

tiges of their youth, thus at once inciting and baffling my curiosity. For

the most part, however, the assembly was composed of a new generation.

In several instances I felt a sti ange sort of embarrassment as to whether

the person I saw was the hoy grown up or tlie papa grown down. It

produces a very odd confusion of ideas to realize in an old man before

you the playmate of your childhood whom you had forgotten for forty

years, but who in that time has been trudging along in life at the same
pace as yourself. At first everything looked belittled, degenerated in

dimensions. The house seemed small, the galleries low, the pulpit mean.

The people appeared Lilliputian. These impressions soon passed off, and

I began to recognize a few persons around me. William Hawley is just

as you would have e.vpected,—his hair white as snow, his countenance

mild, refined, cheerful, though marked with threescore and ten. Irad

Hawle.v, though he has his residence in 'Fifth Avenue,' spends his sum-

mers here, and begins now to look like his father the deacon. I thought

I discovered Gen. King in an erect and martial form in one of the pews,

but it proved to be his son Joshua, who now occupies the family mansion

and worthily stands at the liead of the house. As I came out of church

I was greeted with many hearty shakes of the hand, but in most cases I

could with difficulty remember tliose who thus claimed recognition.

"The discourse was very clever and thoroughly orthodox, as it should

be, for I found that tlie Confession and Covenant of 1750 were still in

force, just as our fatlier lelt them. Even the Eleventh Article stands as

it was :
' You believe that there will be a resurrection of the dead, and

a day of judgment, in which God will judge the world in righteousness

by Jesus Christ; when the righteous shall be acquitted and received to

eternal life, and the wicked shall be sentenced to everlasting fire, pre-

pared for the devil and his angels.'

" I was, I confess, not a little shocked to hoar the account the minister

gave of the church-members, for he declared that they were full of evil

tlioughts, envy, jealousy, revenge, and all uncharitableness. He said he

knew all about it, and could testify that tliey were a great deal worse than

the world in general believed or conceived them to be. Indeed, he affirmed

that it took a real experimental C!ii istian to understand how totally de-

praved they were. I w'as consoled at finding that this was not the settled

minister (Mr. Clark), but a missionary accustomed to preach in certain

lost places in that awful Babylon called New York. Perhaps the sermon

was adapted to the people it was designed for, but it seemed ill suited

to the latitude and longitude of such a quaint, primitive parish as Ridge-

field, which is without an oyster-cellar, a livery-stable, a grog-shop, a

lawyer, a broker, a drunkard, or a iirofane swearer.

" This circumstance reminded me of an itinerant Boanerges who in

his migrations Imlf a century ago through Western New York was re-

quested to prepare a sermon to be preached at the execution of an Indian,

who liad been convicted of murder and was speedily to be hung. Thi«

he complied with, but tlie convict escaped, and tlie ceremony did not

take place. The preaclier, however, not liking to have so good a tiling

lost, delivered it the next Sabbatli to a pious congregatiini in the Western

Reserve, where he chanced to be, stating that it was composed for a

hanging, but, as that did not take place, he would preach it now, pre-

suming that it would be found appropriate to the occasion

!

" In the afternoon we had a begging sermon from a young converted

Jew, who undertook to prove that his tiibe was the most interesting in

the world and their conversion the first step towards the millennium.

After the sermon they took up a contribution to aid him in getting an

education ; he also sold a little story-book of his conversion at twelve

and a half cents a copy, for the benefit of his converted sister. I have

no objection to Jews, converted or unconveited, hut I must say that my
reverence for the house of God is such that I do not like to hear tliere

the chink of copper which generally prevails in a conti ibution-box.

Even that of silver and gold has no melody for me in such a place. It

always reminds me painfully of tliose vulgar pigeon-dealers who were

so summarily and so properly scourged out of tlie Temple.

"The old dilapidated Episcoijal church which you remember on the

main street—a church not only without a bishop, but without a congre-

gation—has given place to a new edifice and stated services, with a large

and respectable body of worshipers. The Methodists, who were wont to

assemble fifty j'ears ago in Dr. Baker's kitchen, have put up a new house,

white and bright and crowded every Sabbath with attentive listeners.

This church numbers two hundred members, and is the largest in the

place. Though in its origin it seemed to thrive upon the outcasts of so-

ciety, its people are now as respectable as those of any other religious

society in the town. No Ionge# do they choose to worship in barns,

school-houses, and bj'-places; no longer do they affect leanness, long

faces, and loose, uncombed hair; no longer do they cherish bad gram-

mar, low idioms, and the euphony of a nasal twang in preaching. Their

place of worship is in good taste and good keeping ; their dress is comely

and iu the fashion of the day. The preacher is a man of education, re-

finement, and dignity, and he and the Rev. Mr. Clark, our father's suc-

cessor, exchange pulpits, aud call each other Brother ! Has not the good

time come?
" On Monday morning I took a wide range over the town with Joshua

King, who, by the way, is not only the successor, but in some things the
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repetition, of liis father. lie rcprcHontsliim in iierHon,ai I have already

intimated, and lias many of his qualities. lie has remodeled the grounds

around the old family mansio]!, amidilyinK and eiiilielliHliiii/^ them with

much judgment. The house itself is unuliangcd, i:.Ki-c|jt hy Jiaiiit and

the introduction of certain artitdes of furniture and tasteful dei.'oiations,

—testimonials of the proprietor's repeated visits to Kuropo. Here, being

a bachelor, he has gathered some of liis niec(;H, and here he receives the

members of the King dynasty down to the third generation, all seeming

to regard it as the Jenisnlem of the family. The summer gathering is

delightful, bringing hither the refinements of the best society of New
,Yoi I;, Philadelphia, and other places. Hero I spent some jileasant hours,

meeting, of course, many of the neighbors, who came to see mo with

almost as much curiosity as if I had been the veritable Joyce Heth.

"In all parts of the town I was struck with the evidences of change—
gentle, gradual, it is true, but still bespeaking the lapaa of half a cen-

tury. Along the main street the general outline of things is the same,

but in detail all is transformed, or at least modified. Jlost of the old

houses have disappeared, or have undergone such nnitations as hardly

to be recognized. New and more e.vpensive edifices are scattered hero

and there. If you ask who are the propiietors, you will be told Dr.

Perry, Joshua King, Nathan Smith, but they are not those whom wo

knew by tliese names: they are their sons, perhaps their grandsons.

Master Stebbins' school-house is swept away, and oven the pond across

the road, the scene of many a school-day frolic, is evaporated. I am
constantly struck with the general desiccation which has pjissed over the

place; many of the brooks which formed our winter skating- and sliding-

places have vanished. I looked in vain for the pool back of Deacon .lohn

•Benedict's house, which I always imagined to be the scene of the ballad :

"'What shall we have for dinner, Mrs. Bond?

There is beef in the larder anil ducks in the pond :

Dill, dill, dill, dill, dilled.

Come here and be killed !'

Col. Bradley's house, that seemed once so awful and so exclusive, is now

a dim, rickety, and tenantless edifice, for saU', with all its appurtenances,

for twenty-five hundred dollars. Is it not strange to see tliis once proud

tenement the subject of blight and decay, and that, too, in the midst of

general prospeiity ? Nor is this all : it has just been the subject of a de-

grading hoa.x. I must tell you the story, for it will show you that the

march of progress has invaded even Eidgefield.

"About three days since there appeared in the village a man claiming

to be the son-in-law of George Law. In a mysterious manner he agreed

to buy the Bradley estate. With equal mystery he contracted to purchase

several other houses in the vicinity. It then leaked out that a grand

speculation was on foot : there was to be a railroad tlirough Ridgefield
;

the town was to be turned into a city, and a hotel resembling the Astor

House was to take the place of the old dilajiidated shell now upon the

Bradley premises. An electric feeling soon ran through the village,

speculation began to swell in the bosom of society. Under this impulse

rocks rose, rivers doubled, hills mounted, valleys oscillated. This sober

town, anchored in everlasting granite, having defied the shock of ages,

now trembled in the hysterical balance of trade.

" Two days passed, and the bubble burst ; the pufT-hall was punctui'ed
;

the sham son-in-law of George Law was discovered to be a lawless son

of a pauper of Danbury. All his operations were, in fact, a hoax. At
twelve o'clock on Saturday night he was seized and taken from his bed

by an independent coips under Capt. Lynch. They tied him fast to a

buttonwood-tree in the main street, called the Liberty Pole.

" ' No man e'er felt the halter draw

In good opinion of the law.'

At all events, the prisoner deemed it a great incongrnity to use an in-

stitution consecrated to the rights of man and the cause of freedom for

the purpose of depriving him of the jiower to seek happiness in his own
way: so about ten o'clock on Sunday morning, flndiiig it unpleasant to

be in this situation while the people wont by, shaking their heads, on

their way to church, he managed to get ,out his penknife, cut his cords,

and make a bee-line for South Salem.

"Farther on, proceeding northward, I found that Dr. Baker's old

house—its kitchen the cradle of Ridgc^field Methodism—hiid departed,

and two or three modern edifices were near its site. JIaster Stebbins'

house, from its elevated position at tho head of the street, seeming like

the guardian genius of the jdace, still stands, venerable alike from its

dun complexion, its antique form, and its historical remembrances. Its

days may be set at a hundred years, and hence it is an antiquity in our

brief chronology. It almost saw the birth of Eidgefield ; it has proli-

ably looked down upon the building of every other edifice in the street.

It presided over the fight of 1777. Close by, Arnold'H honte wa« ehot

under him, and he, iwicording to tradition, ma/le a flyfnc leap over a nix-

barred gate and escaped. Near itH threshold the BiitiBli eaiinoii wan

Iilaiiteil whicli sent a ball into the iiortlie;u)tern corner-pout of 'fyiulro

Keeler's tavern, and which, covered up byanliding nhinglc, as a relic

too precious for the oiien air, is i^till to be seen there.

"Tho old lioiiKO I found embowered in trees, (tome—primeval elms—

spreading their wide branches protectingly over the r<K;f, sloop, and fore-

ground
;
others, sugar-maples, upright, symmetrical, and deeply verdant,

as is the wont of these beautiful children of our American forest. Other

trees—apples, pears, peaches, and plums, bending with fniit—occupied

the orchard-grounds back of thi' house. The garden at the left s<-cme<I

a jubilee of tomatoes, beets, squashes, onions, eucumbei-s, beans, and

Iiiimpkiiis. \ vine of tlie latter had invaded a pea<jh-tree, and a huge

oval pumpkin, deeply ribbed and now emerging from its bronze hue into

a golden yellow, swung aloft as if to proclaim the victory. By the jxjrch

wiis a thick clambering grapevine, presenting its purjde buni lies almost

to your month as you enter the door. I knocked, and Anne Stebbins,

my former schoolmate, let nic in. She was still a maiden, in strange

contrast to the prolific and progressive state of all around. She did not

know me, but when I told her how I once saw her climb through the

opening in the school-house wall overhead, and suggested the blue-mixed

hue of her stockings, she rallied and gave me a hearty welcome.

" You will no doubt in some degree comprehend the feelings with

which I rambled over these scenes of our boyhooil, and you will forgive,

if you cannot approve, the length of this random epistle. I will tres-

pass but little fui ther upon your patience. I must repciit that the gen-

eral aspect of the town, in respect to its roads, churches, houses, lands,

all show a general progress in wealth, taste, and refinement. Nor is

this advance in civilization merely external. William Ilawley, a most

competent judge, as he has been the leading merchant of the place for

forty years, mentioned some striking evidences of this. At the begin-

ning of this century most of the farmers were in debt and a large part

of their lands were under mortgage; now not four farms in the jilace

are thus encumbered. Then it was tlie custom for tho men to spend a

good deal of their time, and especially in winter, at the stores and tav-

erns in tippling and small gambling; this practice has ceased. Drunk-

enness, profane swearing. Sabbath-breaking, noisy night-rows, which

were common, are now almost wholly unknown. There are but two

town paupers, and these are not indigenous. Education is better, higher

in its standard, and is nearly universal. Ideas of comfort in the modes

of life are more elevated, the liouses arc improved, the furniture is more

convenient and more abundant. That religion has not lost its hold on

the conscience is evident from the fact that three fiourishing churches

exist; that the duties of patriotism are not forgotten is evinced by a

universal attendance at the polls on election-days; at the same time, it

is clear tliat religious and political discussions have lost their acerbity,

thus leaving tho feeling of good neighborhood more general and the

tone of humanity in all things more exalted.

"Is there not encouragement, hope, in these things? for Ridgefield is

not alone in this forward march of society. It is in the general tide of

prosperity, economical, social, and mural, but an example of what h.as

been going on all over New Englaml,—perhaps over the whole country.

We hear a great deal of the iniquities in the larger cities, but society

even there is not worse than formerly : these places—their houses, streets,

prisons, brothels—are exhausted as by an air-pump of all their doings,

good and bad, and the seething" mass of details is doled out day after day by

the iienny jiress to appease the hunger and tliii-st of society for excite-

ment. Thus wdiat was once hiililon is now throw n open, and seems mul-

tiplied and magnified by a dozen powerful lenses, each making the nn^st

of it and seeking to outdo all othei-s in dressing up the show for the pub-

lic taste. If you w ill make the comparison, you w ill see that now tii>-

ping over an omnibus or the foundering of a ferry-boat takes up more

space in a newspaper than did six murdei-s or a dozen conflagrations fifty

yeai'.i ago. Then the world's doings could be disi>atched in a weekly

folio of four pages, with Pica type ; now they req\iire forty pages of Bre-

vier every day. Our ijopulation is increased,—doubled, quadrupled if

you idease, but tho l!/;wsi>aper press has enlarged its functions a thou-

sand fidd. It costs more paper and print to determine whether a [Kdice-

nu\ii of New York was born in England or the United States than are

usually consumed in telling the story of the Revolutionary war. This

institution—tho Press—has, in fact, become a micixiscope and a mirror,

seeing all, magnifying all, reflecting all, until .it last it requires a steady

brain to discover in its shifting and passing panoramas the s»>ber, simple

truth. So far as the subject of which I am writing is oonoerneii, I am
satisfied that if our cities seem more corrupt than formerly, it is only in

appearance luid not in reality. If we hear more about the vices of so-
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ciety, it is because, in the first place, things arc more exposed to the pub-

lic view, and, in tlie next place, the moral standards are higher, and hence

these evils are made the subject of louder and more noticeable comment.

These obvions objections will solve whatever difflculty there may be in

adopting my conclusions.

" But, whatever the fact may be as to our larger cities, it cannot be

doubted that all over New England at least there has been a quiet but

earnest and steady march of civilization, especially within the last forty

years. The war of 1S12 was disastrous to our part of the country,—dis-

astrous, I firmly believe, to our whole country. In New England it

checked the natural progress of society, it impoveiished the people, it

debased their manners, it corrupted their hearts. Let others vaunt the
(

glory of war: I shall venture to say what I liave seen and known. We
have now had forty years of peace, and the happy advances I have no-

ticed, bringing increased light and comfort in at every door, rich or poor,

to bless the inhabitants, are its legitimate fruits. The inherent tendency

of our New England society is to improvement : give ns peace, giving us

tranquillity, and, with the blessing of God, we shall continue to advance.

"You will not suppose me to say that government can do nothing:

the prosperity of which I speak is in a great measure imputable to the

encouragement given, for a series of years, to our domestic industry.

When farming absorbed society, a large part of the year was lost, or

worse than lo.st, because tavern-haunting, tippling, and gambling were

the chief resources of men in the dead and dreary winter months. Man-
ufactures gave profitable occupation during this inclement period. For-

merly the markets were remote, and we all know, from the records of

universal history, that farmers, without the stimulus of ready markets,

sink into indolence and indifference. The protection, the encourage-

ment, the stimulating of any of our manufacturing and mechanical ia-

dustry created home markets in every valley, along every stream, thus

rousing the taste, energy, and ambition of tlie farmers within reach of

these pervading influences. Ridgefield is not, strictly speaking, a nian-

ufacturing town, but the beneficent operation of the multiplying and

diversifying of the occupations of society has reached this, as it lias

every other town and village in the State, actually transforming the con-

dition of the people by increasing their wealth, multiplying their com-

forts, enlarging their minds, elevating their sentiments,—in short, in-

creasing their happiness.

" Tlie importance of the fact I state—the progress and improvement

of the country towns—is plain, when we consider that here and not in

the great cities—New York or Boston or Philadelphia—are the hope,

strength, and glory of our nation. Here, in the smaller towns and vil-

lages, are indeed the majority of the people, and here there is aweight

of sober thought, just judgment, and virtuous feeling that will serve

as rudder and ballast to our country, whatever weather may betide.

" As 1 have so recently traveleil through some of the finest and most

renowned portions of the European continent, 1 find myself constantly

comparing the towns and villages whicli I see here with these foreign

lands. One thing is clear,—that there are in Continental Europe no such

country towns and villages as those of New England and some other

portions of this country. Not only the exterior, but the interior, is totally

different. The villages there resemble the squalid suburbs of a city ; the

people are like their houses,—poor and subservient, narrow^ in intellect,

feeling, and habits of thought. I know twenty towns in France having

from two to ten thousand inluibitants where, if you e.\cept the prefects,

mayors, notaries, and a few other persons in each place, there is scarcely a

family that rises to the least independence of thought, or even a moderate

elevation of character. All the power, all the thought, all the genius,

all the expanse of intellect, are centered at Paris. The blood of the

country is drawn to this seat and centre, leaving the limbs and members
cold and pulseless as those of a corpse.

" How different is it in this country. The life, vigor, power, of these

United States are diffused through a thousand veins and arteries over

the whole people, every limb nourished, every member invigorated.

New York, Philadelphia, atid Boston do not give law to this country
;

that comes from the people, the majority of whom resemble those I have

described at Ridgefield,—farmers, mechanics, manufacturers, merchants,

independent in their circumstances and sober, religious, virtuous in their

habits of thought and conduct. I make allowance for the sinister in-

fluence of vice, which abounds in some places ; for the debasing effects of

demagogism in our politicians ; for the corruption of selfish and degrad-

ing interests cast into the general current of public feeling and opinion
;

I admit that these sometimes make the nation swerve for a time from the

path of wisdom, but the wandering is neither wide nor long. The pre-

ponderating national mind is just and sound, and if danger comes it will

manifest its power and avert it.

" But I must close this long letter, and with it bid adieu to my birth-

place. Farewell to Kidgefield! Its soil is indeed stubborn, its climate

severe, its creed rigid, yet where is the landscape more smiling, the sky

more glorious, the earth more cheering? Where is society more kindly,

neighborhood more equal, life more tranquil? Where is the sentiment

of humanity higher, life more blest? Where else can you find two thou-

sand country-people with the refinements of the city, their farms un-

mortgaged, their speech unblemished with oaths, their breath uncon-

taminated with alcohol, their poor-house without a single native pauper ?

" Daniel Webster once said, jocosely, tluit New Hampshire is a good

place to come from > it seems to me, in all sincerity, that Ridgefield is a

good place to go to. Should I ever return there to eud my days, this may
be my epitaph

:

• " My faults forgotten, and my sins forgiven.

Let this, my tranquil birtliplace, be my grave

:

As in my youth I deem'd it nearest heaven.

So here I give to God the breath be gave.

" Yours ever, S. G. G."

SARAH BISHOP, THE IIERMITESS.

" Three-quarters of a century ago," says Rev.

Mr. Teller, "there was sometimes to be seen in the

village a strange-appearing old woman, familiarly

known as Sarah Bishop. Her whole appearance was

to the last degree peculiar. Poorly clad, her form

slightly bent, her face pale and careworn, her brow

wrinkled and nearly hidden by long locks of gray

hair, which were allowed to fall carelessly over it, her

step quick and agile,—she would seem to glide rather

than walk through the town street in quest of such

articles of food as were absolutely indispensable to

the sustenance of the body, or a few crumbs of that

spiritual bread which is no less indispensable to the

life of the soul. She is said to have reminded one

more of a visitant from the spirit-world than of a

being of actual flesh and blood.

" Her home—if home it could be called—was situ-

ated on one of the southeastern declivities of West

Mountain, about four miles northwest from the village

of Ridgefield, and just inside the town limits of Salem.

It was formed in part by a mass of projecting rock,

and in part by pieces of bark and limbs of trees

thrown up by her own hands for a covering.

" No name could better apply to her than hei-mitess.

She was no mere amateur recluse : she was actually

shut off" from all society. Her dwelling-place was

one difficult to find, and her reticence covered alike

all the incidents of her past life and her present

thought. She repelled almost with sternness, rather

than courted, the sympathy even of those of her own

sex. She loved solitude ; she did not feign a prefer-

ence for it.

" The tradition concerning this singular woman is

that during the Revolutionary war she lived with her

parents on Long Island
;
but, her father's house hav-

ing been at that time burned and she greatly wronged

by a British officer, she left her home and wandered

about till she discovered this lonely spot and the half-

formed cave, from which she could not only overlook

the Sound, but which on a clear day enabled her to

feast her eyes upon the very hills and valleys which

surrounded the home of her childhood.

" The first piece of poetry ever published by S. G.



RIDGEFIELD. 661

Goodrich (Peter Parley) had this hermitcss for its

subject. It ran as follows

:

"'For mnny a year tlie mountain liag

Wan a tlienio of village woiiilcr,

For she made lior home in the ili/.zy crag

Wliere the eagle hore his i)luniler.

"
' Up the beetling clilf fiho was seen at night

Like a ghost tf) glide away;

But she came again with the morning light

From the forest wild and gray.

"•Her face was wrinUled, and passionless seem'd

As her bosom, all hlasted and dead,

And her colorless eye like an icicle gleamed,

Yet no sorrow or sympathy shed.

"'Her long snowy locks, as the winter drift,

On tile wind were backward cast.

And her shiiveled form glided hy so swift

You had said 'twere a ghost that pass'd.

"
' Her house was a cave in a giddy rock

That o'erhung a lonesome vale.

And 'twas deeply scarr'd'liy the lightning-sliock,

And swept by the vengeful gale.

"
' As alone on the cliff she musingly sate

The fo.\ at her iingers would snap;

The crow would sit on her snow-white pate.

And the rattlesnake coil in her lap.

"
' The night-hawk look'd down with a welcome eye

As he stoop'd in his airy swing,

And the hanglity eagle hover'd so nigh

As to fan her long locks with his w ing.

"
' But when Winter roll'd dark Iiis sullen wave

From the west with gusty shock,

Old Sarah, deserted, crept cold to her cave,

And slept without bed in her rock.

"
' No fire illumined her dismal den,

Y'et a tatter'd Bible she read
;

For she saw in the dark witli a wizard ken,

And talk'd wish the troubled dead.

"
' And often she muttered a foreign name

With curses too fearful to tell.

And a tale of horror, of madness and shame.

She told to the walls of her cell!'

" Mr. Goodrich further says of her (' Recollections

of a Lifetime,' vol. i. p-. 293)

:

"'In my rambles among the mountains I have seen her passing

through the forest or sitting silent as a statue upon the prostrate trunk

of a tree, or perchance upon a stone or mound, scarcely to be distin-

guished from the inanimate objects—wood, earth, anil rock—around her.

She had a sense ot propriety as to personal appearance, for when she

visited the town she was decently though poorly clad: when alone in the

wilderness she seemed little more than a scpuilid nuiss of rags. My excur-

sions frequently brought me within the wiUl precincts of her solitary den.

Several times 1 have paid a visit to the spot, and in two instances found

lier at homo. A place more desolate in its general outline, more ab-

solutely given up to the wilderness of nature, it is impossible to conceive.

Her cave was a hollow in the rock about six feet square. Except a few

rags and an old basin, it was without furniture, her bed being the floor

of the cave and her pillow a projecting point of the rock. It was en-

tered by a natural door about three feet wide and four feet high, and was

closed in seveie weather only by pieces of bark. At a distance of a few

feet was a cb*ft, where she kept a supply of n)ots and nuts which she

gathered, and the food that was given her. She was reputed to have a

secret depository, where she kept a (piautity of antique dresses, several

of them of rich silks and apparently suited to fashionable life;, though I
j

think this was an exaggeration. At a little distance down the ledge

there Wiis a fine spring of water, in the vicinity of which she was often

found in fair weather.

" ' There was no attempt, either in or around the spot, to bestow upon

it an air of convenience or condort. A snuill space of cleared gnjund

was occupied by a few tlirifllecH pea/li-freco, and in mimmer a pat';h of

starveling beans, cuciimberH, and potatoes. T'p two or thrw of the ad-

jacent forest-trees there clambered luxuriant grapevine*!, higlily pnxJuc-

tive in their seanon. With the exception of tlienc feeble markit of culti-

vation, all was left ghastly and savage an nature ma»Ie it. T)ie tre<rts,

Htanrliiig. ujion the toil of Ilie cliil and exposed Ut the Hhock of the tem-

pest, were bent and stooping biwartiw the valley, their linihs contort*^

and their roots clingijig, as with an agoni/.ing gras]), int'j the riftn of the

rocks upon wliich they stood. Many of them were hoary with age and

hollow with decay; others were stripped of their leaves by the bla)!tii,

and others still grooveil and splintered by the lightning. The valley

below, enriched with the decay of centuries and fed with mrdt^ture from

the surrounding hills, was a wild paradise of towering oaku ami other

giants of the vegetable kingdom, with a rank undergrowth of tangled

shrubs. In the distance, to the east, the gathered strcanui spread out

into a beautiful expanse (jf wafer called Long P'jnd.

"' A place at once so secluded and so wild was, of course, the chosen

luiunt of birds, beasts, and reptiles. The eagle built her nest anil reared

her young in the clefts of the rocks ; foxes found shelter in the caverns,

and seri)ents reveled alike in the dry hollows of the clifls and the dauk

recesses of the valley. I'he hermitess had maile companionship with

these brute tenants of the wood. The birds had become so familiar with

her that they seemed to heed her almost lus little as if she ha"l been a

stone. The fox fearlessly pursued his hunt and his gambols in her

presence. The lattlcsnake liiished his monitor}' signal as he approached

her. Such things, at least, were entertained by the jiniHilar belief. It

was said, inileefl, that she had domesticated a particular rattlesnake, and

that he paid her daily visits. She was accustomed—so said the legend

—

to bring him milk from the villages, which he devoured with great

relish.

" ' During the winter she was confined foi' several months to her cell.

At that period she lived upon roofs and nuts, which she had laid in for

the season. She had no fire, and, deserted even by her bi ute companions,

she was absolutely alone, save that she seemed to hold communion with

the invisible world. She appeared to have no sense of solitude, no weari-

ness at the slow lapse of days and months; night had no darkness, the

tempest no terror, w inter no desolation, for her. When spiing returned

she came down from her mountain a mere shadow, each year her form

more bent, her limbs more thin and wasted, her hair more blanched, her

eye more colorless.'

" In the year 1810 this strange life ended, and

ended in a manner sadly in keeping with all which

had preceded it. One stormy night she left the house

of a Mr. Wilson, living where Mr. Timothy Jones

now lives, some two miles away, to return by a nearer

route across the fields to her own wretched den. A
few days after, much anxiety having been felt as to

her condition, search was made for her. Xot finding

her in the cave, those in search started down across

the fields towards the house at which she had been

last seen. They had proceeded but a little way
before they discovered her lifeless body literally

wedged in between masses of rocks. She had never

reached her home. The things which the kind

neighbor had given her were with her. In attempt-

ing to climb the steep and rocky hillside she had
missed her footing and perished.

"The neighbors and friends took up her body, and,

having prepared for it the.grave, buried it in the old

burying-ground connected with the Episcopal church,

North Salem. , No stone marks the spot where her

body rests, but the old cave, still to be seen in the

mountain-side, will keep fresh and green her memory,
while that of many who lived in aflluonce and died

greatly lamented shall have perished."
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CHAPTER LXV.

EIDGEFIELD (Continued).

ECCLESIASTICAL IIISTORY.*

The Congregational Church—St, Stephen's Church—Jletliodist Episcopal

Cliurch—Congregational Cluirch of Bidgehury—Protestant Episcopal

Oliurch of Ridgehury.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

The Congregational Church was the first Christian

organization of the town. Under date of October,

1712, the following act of General Assembly then

convened at Hartford is recorded

:

" Upon the petition of the Inhabitants of tlie Town of Ridgefield, re-

questing that the charges for the maintenance of tlie ministry in the said

town of Ridgefield may be levied in equal proportion upon all the lands

belonging to the several proprietors in the said Town,

"This Assembly order that all lands lying in the Township of Ridge-

field be taxed in proportion for four years towards the settling and main-

taining of the ministry in the said town of Ridgefield."

As early as 1713 the Rev. Thomas Hawley, of

Northampton, had come to the young settlement as a

preacher of the gospel. There were doubtless others

who had preceded him as occasional supplies, but as

the earliest records of the church were destroyed

many years ago, the names of such and their terms

of service are lost.

In the year 1714, General Assembly granted " unto

the inhabitants of the Town of Ridgefield to imbody
into Church Estate and settle an orthodox minister

among them."

Rev. Thomas Hawley was probably formally settled

over the church as its pastor in the same year, and
continued his labors among them until the time of

his death, which occurred on the 8th of November,

1738, in the forty-ninth year of his age. Mr. Hawley
was a graduate of Harvard College and the ancestor

of the families of the same name, so well known in

the town. He held for a number of years many of

the important oflnces of the town, and gained a repu-

tation for energy and ability, originating and direct-

ing many of the enterprises of the early settlers.

The year following the death of Mr. Hawley, Rev.

Jonathan Ingersoll, a native of Stratford, Conn., was
invited to settle in the gospel ministry. This invita-

tion Mr. Ingersoll accepted, and was duly installed

on the 8th of August, 1739. Previous to coming to

Ridgefield he resided for some time in Newark, N. J.,

and was licensed by the Presbytery of New Jersey at

Elizabethtown, Feb. 15, 1738.

At the meeting of the Western Consociation, Fair-

field County, which installed Mr. Ingersoll, there were

present the following ministers : Rev. Robert Stur-

geon, Rev. Moses Dickinson, Rev. Ebenezer Wright,

Rev. John Goodsell, Rev. Ephraim Bostwick, Rev.

William Gaylord. Delegates : From Bedford, Capt.

Jonathan Miller
;
Norwalk, John Copp, Esq. ; Stam-

* The "Ecclesiastical History" of Ridgefield is taken from Rev. D. T.

Teller's excellent " History of Ridgefield."

ford, Abraham Davenport; Greenfield, Benjamin

Banks
;
Wilton, Benjamin Hickox, Esq. ; Green's

Farms, Samuel Couch', Esq.

Rev. Mr. Goodsell offered the first prayer and gave

the right hand of fellowship. Rev. Mr. Dickinson

preached the sermon and offered the prayer of oi'dina-

tion. Rev. Mr. Sturgeon gave the charge, and Rev.

Mr. Todd, who had been invited to sit with the coun-

cil, offered the closing prayer.

Mr. Ingersoll was a graduate of Yale College, and

a man of a fine mind and a good heart. He served

the church with great faithlulness until his death,

which occurred Oct. 2, 1778, in the sixty-fifth year of

his age.

In the year 1758, Mr. Ingersoll joined the colonial

troops as chaplain, on Lake Champlain. He is said

to have exerted an excellent influence in the army,

and to have been highly respected by the soldiers.

Mr. Hawley and Mr. Ingersoll were buried in the

Titicus Cemetery. The stones which mark their

graves bear the following inscriptions

:

"Here lyes buried

the body of y" Rev.

Thomas Hauley

Pastor of ye Church

at Ridgefield

Nov. y'8, 1738

Aged 42 Years."

" In Memory
of the Rev.

Jonathan Ingersoll, Pastor

of y 1st Church in Ridgefield

who Deceased Oct. 2. a.d.

1778 in y 05. Year of his

Age, & 40"" of his Ministry."

After the death of Mr. Ingersoll there seems to

have been a vacancy of eight years, during which

time the pulpit was in part supplied by Rev. Justice

Mitchell, who, in January, 1783, was ordained pastor

of the Congregational Church of New Canaan, and

in part by Rev. Izrahiah Wetmore and Rev.

Everitt, as the following receipts will sho'sv

:

" Ridgefield, Dec. 27, 1781.

" RecJ of the Gentl'J the Society's Committee Nine Bushels of Wheat

being in full for nine Dollars seat Parson Everitt.

"Peter Byvanck."

"Ridgefield, Oct. ys 5th, 1780.

"Pay the Revi Izrahiah Wetmore Twenty Seven pounds Eleven Shil-

lings, and four pence Lawfull Money on Demand with Interest at Six

per cent per annum, for which this is our order.

" SOCIETYS COMMITrEE.

" To Benjamin Smith, Treasurer of the first Society in Ridgfield."

On the 6th of July, 1786, Rev. Samuel Goodrich, of

Durham, of this State, was ordained and installed as

pastor of the church. The services on this occasion

are said to have been of unusual interest. The father

of the newly -settled pastor preached the sermon and

gave the charge, both to his son and to the church.

The venerable appearance of the aged, gray-haired

father was in striking contrast with the youthful and

almost boyish appearance of the son. It was age and

experience counseling youth and inexperience. It was
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a man of God who had borne the burden and heat of

the day, and was ready to depart, castinf^ liiw mantle

upon the shoulderH of another just entering upon the

work.

Mr. Goodrich served the church as its pastor for

upwards of twenty-five years. He was dismissed Jan.

22, 1811, at his own request, and on the 29tli of May,

1811, he was installed at Worthington, a ])arish in the

town of Berlin, in this State. Ho was the father of

Samuel G. Goodrich, the renowed Peter Parley, whose

sketch of Ridgefield, written in 1855, the reader will

find elsewhere in this work. Mr. Goodrich also was

the author of a manuscript history of the town, which

was written and lodged in the library of the Athen;eum

at Hartford, in the year 1800, extracts from which Ave

have also given.

The labors of Mr. Goodrich were eminently blessed,

and the church during his ministry enjoyed many
seasons of revival, and large additions were made to

it. He was for several years a trustee of the Mission-

ary Society of Connecticut, and a director of the Con-

necticut Bible Society, in both of which he manifested

a warm interest. He died at Berlin, Conn., April 19,

1835, aged seventy-two years.

After the dismissal of Mr. Goodrich the church was

again destitute of a settled pastor for several yeai's.

Eev. Jonathan Bartlett supplied the pulpit from 1811

to 1814, and was succeeded by Rev. John Noyes, who
supplied from 1814 to 1817. During Mr. Bartlett's

ministry he proposed to the society to raise a fund,

the annual income of which should be appropriated

for the support of the preaching of the gospel, and,

as an encouragement to the undertaking, he gener-

ously gave to the society the sum of fifty dollars. As

the result of this effort the permanent fund of the so-

ciety at the present time is eight thousand dollars.

On the 2d of February, 1817, the church invited

the Rev. Samuel M. Phelps to become their pastor,

and Consociation was convened on the 20th day of

March following for the purpose of his installation

in June following, and Mr. Phelps was by them reg-

ularly installed as their minister, according to the

usages and custom of said Presbytery. Mr. Phelps

continued his labors here until the month of Decem-
ber, 1829, when he was by the members of the Pres-

bytery aforesaid regularly dismissed, and his ministry

in this place ceased.

The church, at a regular meeting held on the 31st

day of March, 1831, with great unanimity rescinded

their vote of secession passed Feb. 24, 1817, and be-

came reunited to the Consociation of the Western

District of Fairfield County, and on the same day

they invited the Rev. Charles G. Sclleck, of Darien,

to become their pastor, and he was ordained and in-

stalled on the 25th day of May, 1831. Mr. Selleck's

ministry continued until the 6th day of September,

1837. During it the church enjoyed three precious

seasons of religious interest,—viz., in 1831, 1832, and

1833,—and as the fruits thereof about one hundred

and eighty jjcrsons were added to the cliurf'ii. Mr.

SeUeck is still living. A few years sinei-, at an ad-

vanced age, he removed to Florida and made for liini-

self a home, where he still resides.

On the 18th of January, 1838, the church and so-

ciety invited the Rev. Joseph Fuller to settle among
them, and on the 27th of February following the

Consociation met, and Mr. Fuller was regularly in-

stalled as their pastor. His ministry contifiU(;d about

four years, in which time the church enjoyed another

season of revival, and about sixty persons united with

it. On the 17th of May, 1842, by the united request

of Mr. Fuller and the church, the Consociation met,

and Mr. Fuller was dismissed from his pastoral

charge.

After the dismissal of Jlr. Fuller the church was
without a settled pastor for seventeen months, during

which time the pulpit was regularly supplied, and an
interesting work of grace ensued, by which about

twenty, mostly young persons, united themselves to

the church by profession.

On the 18th of September, 1843, the church and
society, each by unamimous votes, extended to the

Rev. James A. Hawley a call to become their pa.stor,

which call he accepted, and on the 25th of October

following he was regularly installed as such. His
connection as pastor continued until Nov. 5, 1849,

when at his request he was dismissed by Consocia-

tion. During the years 1845 and 1848 the church

enjoyed seasons of revival, and as the fruits thereof

about forty persons were added to it.

Believing that the best interests of the church

would be secured by having a settled pastor, the

church and society, with marked unanimity, on the

6th of May, 1850, extended to the Rev. Clinton Clark

a call to settle among them. The call was accepted,

and Mr. Clark was duly installed June 5, 1850. His
connection as pastor of this church continued nearly

fourteen years, or until April 5, 1864, at which time

he was dismissed, and soon after entered upon the

duties of acting pastor of the Congregational Church
of Middlebury, Conn, where he died Sept. 23, 1871.

During Mr. Clark's ministry in Ridgefield one hun-
dred and fifteen persons united with the church, of

whom seventy-six were by profession. In considera-

tion of his long-continued services the church, by
resolution, extended to him " our most grateful ac-

knowledgment and heartfelt thanks for all his labors

among us, and that it is with deep regret that we part

with one who has so long and faithfully discharged

his duty to us in all the ministerial relations."

Mr. Clark was a graduate of Amherst College. He
was a man of sound mind and fervent piety. He is

buried in the cemetery at Ridgefield, in the midst of

the people whom he so faithfully served.

After the dismission of Mr. Clark the pulpit was
supplied by various clergymen until the fall of 1865,

when the Rev. Samuel G. Coe, then recently dismissed

from the First Congregational Church in Daubury,
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Conn., removed to Eidgefield as a place of residence.

He was invited to supply the j^ulpit, and soon after

received a unanimous call to settle. He, however,

preferred to labor with them without being formally

installed. His wishes in this respect were acceded to,

and he continued to serve the church until the autumn
of 1868, when failing health induced him to give up
active pastoral work.

Mr. Coe was a graduate of Yale College, of Yale

Law School, and of Yale Theological Seminary. He
was a clear thinker and an earnest and eloquent

preacher. He died on the 7th of December, 1869,

universally lamented.

The Rev. Pliny S. Boyd was called by the church

and society to settle. He accepted the call, and was

installed May 11, 1869. Mr. Boyd was dismissed July

1, 1871, and soon after was settled over the congrega-

tional Church of Amesbury, Mass.

The church was supplied with regular preaching by

various clergymen until Feb. 1, 1872, when the Rev.

Daniel W. Teller was called to become the acting

pastor of the church by unanimous vote. Three

years later he was invited to be formally settled over

the church, but preferred serving, as he had already

done, as acting pastor. He is still serving the church

in that capacity. The church at present has two

hundred and twenty-five members,—males, eighty-

three
;
females, one hundred and forty-two.

CHURCH EDIFICES.

The first house used for religious meetings by the

Congregationalists was a small building standing

nearly in front of the residence of Miss Mary Haw-
ley. It was used also as a school-house and as a jjlace

at which to transact town business previous to the

erection of the town-house.

On the 19th of December, 1723, the following vote

was passed in town-meeting

:

" Voted unanimously that a meeting liouse shall be built.

" Test. Thomas Hawley,

" At the meeting above said, it was voted unanimously that the mag-

nitude and proportion of the Meeting-house above said shall be thirty-

four feet wide; on the ground forty feet long, and twenty-eight feet

between the sill and the jilate.

"Test. Thomas Hawley,
" -Rej/iVer."

This house stood immediately east of the present

building or where the road now passes it.

In the year 1765 the building of the present house

began for the first time to be seriously considered, as

will appear from the following minutes

:

" Dec 25"" 17C5. Adjourned to Jany 1" 1760. The Meeting Kesolved

(5-6"") to Build a New Meeting House within ye Limits of this Society;

& appointed W. L ; S, 0 ; B. S ; S S ; & 1 1, a comt« to apply to y* County

Court to fix a place & granted a one penny Tax to defray y» Charge of

fl.xing y" place."

" Dec 25"" 1767. Question put would ye Society Build a Meeting at ye

place fixed by ye County Comt'e? Resolved in ye neg
;
by a great ma-

jority—Question put would they Build in ye Meeting House yard. Ee-

solved in ye aff. by more than 2 to 1."

" Dec 19* 1709. Voted that ye County Comt'e be called out to fix a

place to build a Meeting house on."

"Jany lO'i" 1770. Question put, are ye meeting willing ye stake set in

ye yard be established. Voted in ye aff. 30 to .30."

"Sept 24<ii 1770. Voted that ye old meeting-house may be repaired by

subscription."

"May 1" 1771. Voted to build a Houss 58 feet long & 40 feet broad,

& 24 feet posts & a steeple,—Also Sami. Smith Esq Samuel Olmsted Esq

& Jn" Benedict were chosen a Conit" ty take ye care of & proceed in

Building s^* House during ye pleasure of ye Society"—Also granted a Tax
of O"' on ye £ on ye List 1770 to enable said Comfee to proceed in building

S'J house—Also that ye Roof of ye House & Steeple be covered with cedar

& ye sides with sawed Siding."

" June S'l 1771. Voted that if £50 be subscribed by ye 1»« of July next,

then the Comtee to build a steeple, if not to drop it."

"Aug' 20"" 1771. Voted to Raise ye House Gratis, if cant be done to

hire help. Also that tliey will continue ye Cumfee already appointed to

proceed in building ye House. Also voted that ye House be set in ye

yard, provided tlie County Court will establish a place there."

"Sept 19'ii 1771. Question, Shall the Timber be raised within five

feet west of ye old house & shall not ye Tax of C<^ be revoked? Passed in

ye aff."

" Dec IS"! 1783. Benj" Smith & Capt David Olmsted were chosen Com-

mittee men in addition to ye Comt'e chosen in May 1771 to superintend

ye Building of the Meeting House in said Society."

The house was not completed uutil the early part

of the year 1300.

The following is a list of the names of the original Proprietors, & the

present owners, March ye 22^ A.D. 1800.

No. 1. Phillip B Bradley No. 16. Timothy Bouton

" 2. Thomas Hawley " 17. Levi Keeler

Nathan Smith John Keeler

" 3. James Keseguie Jere'' Seymour

Seth Bouton Paul Keeler

Ambrose Barnes " 18. Dea"> Jn» Benedict

" 4. Ebnn Olmsted family

James Olmsted " 19. Benjn Smith

Jerei" Mead Amos Baker

Mattliew Olmsted " 20. Amos Smith

" 5. Danl Smith Josiah Suiith

Tho» Hyatt Thad» Smith

Benjn Sherwood " 21. Jasper Mead
" 0. Thads Keeler Matthew Keeler

Jere"" Keeler Jonah Keeler

Benjo Keeler " 22. Thad' Keeler

" 7. Stephen Smith Dr N Perry

" 8. Eben Hawley " 24. Joshua King

Elisha Hawley Moss Ingersol

" 9. Tini» Keeler " 25. Sam' Olmsted

Nathan Dauchey Jared Olmsted

" 12. Bradly Hull Newton Hine

Jere'' Keeler " 20. Nathan F Kellogg

Ward Sturgis James Sturgis

" 13. David Scott Jacob Jones

James Scott 2^ " 27. David Olmsted

Jere Scott Timothy Olmsted

" 14. Dan' Lee Benj" Sanford

Wakeniau Burrett " 30. Matthew Seymour

Neheniiah Banks Thomas Scott

" 15. Sami Hoyt Jared Northrop

Josiali Northrop Daniel Smith 2<l

Nathaniel Seymour " 31. John Waterous

" 10. Uriah Marvin Joseph Benedict

Daui Olmsted 2*

The following is a list of the names of the original pewholders & present

Proprietors, March 22<i A.D. 1800.

Pew. Name.

No. 2. Levi Keeler

Hezekiah Smith
" 4. Stephen Mills

" 6. Michael Warren

Jabcz Keeler

" 7. Dan' Lee

Wakeman Burret

Pew. Name.

No. 8. Nathan Smith

David Olmsted

Millicent Smith

N. G. Smith

Thomas Hawley
" 9. John Benedict

Jared Olmsted
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No. 9. Dan' Smith

Job Sniitli

" 10. Tim" Keclor

I5enjn Sniitli

Amos ]!al!er.

"11. I'. IJ. ISradley

Col. King
" 12. Matthew Keolor

Jotiali Keelor

Jasper Mead
Jesse Boiiedict

" The foregoing draughts

pointed a Committee for tlie

No. 14. Tho. Hyatt

,Io)iii Mills

" 15. Moss IngorsoU

Josopli .Stelihins

" II). .Sanniel Dykcmaii
" 17. David .Siiintjohn

.lonoth" Gilljort

Sam' Iloyt '2'i

" 18. Elisha Ilawley

Ebon Hawley

John Waterons

wore made by iis tho Sutjecribors being ap-

purposo tliis 22'' day of Marcli. A.l). 1800

" lii'.N.iM Smith

"Timothy KnEi.F.n

"Nathan Smith

The following will indicate how these scats were

bought and sold

:

" ElDGEFiELD Jany 1«', A.D. 1801.

" Be it known that I Nathan F. Kellogg do for tho consideration of

Two Dollars & Fifly Cents Itec'i of Eanos Tuttle, Sell, convey & convert

unto him the s'' Tuttle one Twelfth pait of my I'cw on tlie lower Flour

in the Meeting House No 2G

"Nathan F Kellogg
" Test " Nathan Smith,

" Clerk

"Know all by these presents that I David Olmsted of Ridgetield for

the consideration of Three Dollars Ileceived of Thoma.s H. Itockwell of

Ridgetield to my full Satisfaction do Quit Claim to him the s'' Thomas
all my Eight title & Interest I have in a pew in the Galery of the Meet-

ing House in s"" Kidgefield No 8 witness my hand this 27"' day of May
A.D. 1800

"WUiiess Jasper Mead David Olmsted
John Keelor

"Test Nathan Smith

Society Clerk.'"

"To all People to whom these presents shall como Greeting. Know
j-e that we Timothy Keeler, Timothy Olmsted, & .Jonathan Keeler, So-

ciety's Conit'«« for the first Society in Ridgefield in Fairfield County (do

agreeable to the direction of sii society) for Selling the I'ews in the Gal-

lery of the Meeting House, do by those I'rescnts Give, Grant, Bargain <fe

Sell Thaddeus Keeler & Jeremiah Slead of s<i Itidgeticld the South East

corner Pew on the South end of the Gallery in Said Meeting House for

the consideration of Nine Dollars & Eighty Four Cents, to have & to hold

the above Granted & Bargained Premises as their own forever as witness

our hand in Eidgefield this I'l" day of December A.D. 1801.

" Timothy Keeler
" Timothy Olmsted

"Jonathan Keeler
"SociW//'.s Comtce,

"Test Nathan Smith,

" Society^s Clerk.^^

The steeple at first erected above the church was
observed, after a few years, to be leaning towards the

main building. In the year 1815 the following call

for a society's meeting was issued

:

" Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Presbyterian Society in

the first Society in Eidgefield will be liolden at the Meeting House on
the l.^"" day of Oct at 1 Oclock in the P.M. for the purpose of taking into

consideration the expediency of taking down tho Steeple of said House
and of making provision for necessary rejiaira.

" Mathew Keeler,
" Jeremiah Keeler,
" Bradley.

" Eidgefield, Ct., Oct. 3, 1815. Commillce."

The steeple was deemed unsafe and therefore taken
down, and two years afterwards, in the year 1817, the

present one was erected.

In the first attempt to set up the new steeple an ac-
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cident occurred which was attf!nd(;d with great danger

to all who were present. The posts were nearly in

place, when the iron hook to which the pulleyH were

attached ])roke, and the whole framework fell U> the

ground. The only damage sustained wa« the l^reak-

ing of one of the posts. Tliis wa-s spliced ]>y iron

bands, and the next day it was set up and secured.

The following papers may be of interest to the

curious

:

"Jany. 21"' 1811.

To first Society of Eidgefield to Timothy Keeler Dr.

To 20 dioniTs p' the Consociation at 37}^ ets S7//)
To 4 do pf the Com" " " " IM
To baling IK horses " " Sets 1.44

T<i kci piug 3 horses one night '" 25cti) 75

To Liiinor ic 3.'<0

814.1!)

" Eidgefield, Dec. C"', lSfi3.

"Eeceived of Timothy Keeler Societies Treasnrcr the Sum of Twenty

Dollars and Sixty-Five Cents in full of all dues and deniands against the

first Society of s^ Eidgefield for getting the Bell new-cast."

"Nathan Smith, in behalf of the Bell Couit"."

" Eec^ of the SocietieB Comtt" three Dollars & fifty five cents in full

for sweeping meeting House the year past p'. me
"John Kkelku.

" Eidgefield, Dec. 5">, 1800."

" To Timothy Keeler, Esq., Sockt'm Treasnrcr

" Sir, I'ay James Scott Twenty one Shillings and three pence for fur-

nishing flax and making a rope for the Church Bell.

"SocUliea CommiUee."

" This may certify that I the subscriber am willing to teach singing in

the Presbyterian Society in Eidgefield, and sing as often as may he

judged necessary by the committee from 3 to G months in the year on

the Sabbath evening at one Dollar per evening iiicluiling the Sabbath,

and also to attend regularly on the Sabbath at all other times through-

out the year (sickness &c excepted) for twenty-five cts per day for taking

the lead in singing. Harvey Betts.

" Eidgefield, Dec. 27"' 1827."

The present church building was altered and re-

paired in 1833, when the whole inside work, including

galleries and pulpit, was taken out and the interirtr so

arranged as to present the appearance of an entirely

new house.

The church, thus repaired, was renewedly dedicated

to God in the month of June, 1834. The dedication

sermon was preached by Rev. Joel Mann, from Hag-

gai ii. 9: "The glory of this latter house shall be

greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts

;

and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of

hosts."

The sacrament of the Lord's Supper was adminis-

tered on this occasion. The services were solemn,

and were rendered peculiarly interesting by tho )>res-

ence of the venerable and Rev. Samuel Goodrich, the

former beloved pastor of the church, who was provi-

dentially present and assisted in the services.

In the summer of 1841 the exterior of the edifice

was thoroughly repaired, and several important addi-

tions and alterations were made. Subsequently a

new bell, a new pulpit and its surroundings, and an

organ have added their attractions to this more than

centenary building, still a work of strength and

giving promise of a long future as a sanctuary of the

Most High.
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ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH.

The foundation of the Episcopal Church in Ridge-

field was laid by the Eev. Samuel Johnson, of Strat-

ford, the first clergyman of the church in Connecti-

cut, who preached here occasionally for several years

and was instrumental in bringing several families

into the church. He began his services here about

1725. He was succeeded by the two brothers, Henry
Caner, of Fairfield, and Richard Caner, of Norwalk;

also by the Rev. John Beach, of Newtown, and Rev.

James Wetmore, of Rye, who remained until about

the year 1744.

In the year 1728 the Rev. Henry Caner reported

several small parishes or missionary stations beyond

the bounds of his proper care, one of which was

Ridgofield, with twelve families.

The Rev. John Beach, missionary at Newtown, re-

ported to the Society in London "that he often offi-

ciated and administered the sacraments in Ridgefield,

distant from his residence about eighteen miles,

where in 1735 there were nearly twenty families of

very serious and religious people, who had a just es-

teem of the Church of England and desired to have

the opportunity of worshiping God in that way."

The Rev. Joseph Lamson, assistant to the Rev.

James Wetmore, of Rye, officiated at Ridgefield in

1744, in connection with Bedford and North Castle,

until his removal to Fairfield, in 1747, where he still

continued to serve the church in Ridgefield, as far as

can be ascertained, until 1762. He was succeeded by

the Rev. Richard S. Clark, of Salem, about 1764,

who held services in connection with Salem and

Ridgebury.

In the year 1768 the Rev. Epenetus Townsend took

the charge of services in Ridgefield, in connection with

Salem and Ridgebury, and so continued until 1776,

when, after the Declaration of Independence, he left,

and was appointed chaplain to one of the loyal bat-

talions then stationed in New York, and in 1779 the

battalion was ordered to Halifax, Nova Scotia. He
embarked from New York, with his wife and five chil-

dren, in one of the vessels. A severe storm arose

soon after leaving New York, and the vessel in which

he embarked was foundered in Boston Bay, and every

soul on board perished.

All of the clergy of the church who ministered here

previous to the American Revolution were mission-

aries of the "Society (in England) for the Propaga-

tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts," and received

annual stipend towards their maintenance. The Rev.

Mr. Townsend, as well as other missionaries, received

an annuity of twenty pounds sterling in addition to

the tax raised among his people for his support.

As far as ascertained, an interval of about thirteen

years passed by before the resumption of regular ser-

vices by a clergyman of the church.
' The following, among others, are from the records

' of the town of Ridgefield :

" March 29, 1738. Received of the Members of the Church of Eng-

land in Eidgefield, the whole of their Ministerial Taxes for the year

1737.

" Received per me, John Beach,
" Missionartj.

" A true copy of original receipt,

" Timothy Keelee,
" Register.

" Recorded April 3, 1738."

" Norwalk, March 17, 1742-3.

To Mit. John Smith, GMeclor at UUlgefield.

" Sir. Please to cross Jlessrs. Benjamin Bradley, Jonathan Brooks,

Robert Faquer, Samuel Lobdell, Caleb Lobdell, Ebeuezer Lobdell, Jabez

Northrop, Richard Osborn, Daniel Sherwood Sen'. Daniel Sherwood Jun'.

David Osborn, Alexander Resseguie, Isaac Resseguie, Jacob Eesseguie,

Nathan Sherwood, Robert Smith, John Whitlock, Abraham Whitlock,

and Nathan Wliitlock's names out of your book for collecting Minister's

rates ; and place their dues to account of

—

"Your humble servant,

" Richard Caner,
" Missionary.

" Recorded Oct. 24, 1784 per me

—

" Timothy Keeler,
" Register.'"

" March 15, 1744. Jlr. Samuel Smith.

" Sir. Please to pay the Ministerial Rate which you have collected of

the professors of tlie Church of England iu Ridgefield, to Mr. Joseph

Lamson ; and his Receipt shall be your discharge, from Sir,

" Your humble servants,

" Henry Caner, Missionary.

" Richard Caner, Missionary.

" Received to Record,

" Dec. 24, 1744, and Recorded per me

—

" Timothy Keei.er,

" Register."

"Ridgefield, April 14, 1744. Then received of Samuel Smith Collector

of the Ministerial Rate for the town of Ridgefield for the year 1744, the

sum of forty Pounds, eleven Shillings and eleven Pence of the old tenor,

in full of the Episcopal parties' Rates in said Ridgefield.

£40.11.11. Received per me,
" Joseph Lamson.

" Received to Record December 24, 1744, and Recorded per me.
" Timothy Keeier,

" Register."

The Rev. David Perry was the first settled minister

of the church after the Revolution, and entered upon

his charge in September, 1789, having been ordained

by Bishop Seabury, Sept. 22, 1789, to deacon's orders,

and to priest's orders on the 16th of October follow-

ing.

The following is copied from the church records:

" At a meeting of the First Episcopal Society holden at the Town
House in Ridgefield by adjournment on tlie first Monday in August, 1789,

" Voted, That Doct. David Perry receive Holy Orders for this Society."

The first church edifice erected here for Episcopal

worship was about 1740, upon a spot in the Town
Street which was granted by the proprietors of the

town at a meeting held Jan. 4, 1739, and was situated

directly in front of what was called the Sturtevant

lot, and bounded within three feet of said lot; the

space granted was thirty-six feet north and south,

and twenty-six feet east and west, its location being a

little south of the present church lot.

The following article, in reference to the grant, is

from the Ridgefield town records:

" Whereas, at a Proprietor's Meeting January 4"> 1740, did by a major

vote, order and empower us the subscribers, to view and look a spot or

plucc of ground that may be convenient and suitable to build and erect
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a Church or Meeting IIdusc, for those that are of the profocsion of the

Cliurch of Enghiiiil ; anil also to agree with, and confirm unto them the

said spot or piece of land so agreed upon ; in pnrBuanco to, and by virtue

of said vote, vie have set out, and do agree with the said professors, that

they shall have liherty of a certain spot of land in said Town Street, on

the front of that home hit that was formerly John Sturtevant's deceased;

the west sill hounded within three feet of the lino or fiont of said lot;

which said spot or piece of ground is to he in extent, thirty-six feet nortli

and south ; and east and west, twenty-six feet.

" KicHAnn Olmsted,
" Matthkw Skamoue,
" Tl.MOTHY KEELKR,

" Committee^

'• Received to Eecord, Jany. 10, 1740, and recorded per mo

—

" Timothy Kkeler,
" Uegieler."

This building remained until after the Revolution-

ary war. During the war it was taken by a commis-

sary of the Ameriean army as a building in which to

deposit the public stores. In April, 1777, the build-

ing was set on fire by the British forces in their

retreat from Danbury. Though not consumed, it was

rendered unfit for use as a place of public worship.

In June, 1784, at a meeting of those friendly to the

Church of England, it was deemed advisable to tear

down the old building and build a new one.

The following is the notice for said meeting

:

" To Alexander Resseguie, nf Itiihjefleld in Fairfield Counlij, Grecling.

" By authority of the State of Connecticut; you are hereby required

to notify and warn all the inhahitants living within the limits of the

First Society in Ridgefield, that are professors of the Church of England,

to meet and hold a Society meeting at tlie Church in said Society, on the

28"> day of instant, June, at 3 o'clock, after noon, (it being the place of

worship for said professors,) for the purpose of choosing Society officers,

repairing the church, hiiing some person to perform Divine Service in

said Episcopal Society, granting a tax for those purposes, and any other

business proper for said meeting to do or act. By order of us

—

" Philip B. Bradley,
" Justice of Peace.

" Ebenezer Lobdell,

"David Perry,
'• Alexander Resseguie,

" Pi-iiicipul Jnhahitauts.

" Ridgefield, June 10, 17S4."

The meeting was held according to notice, and it

was voted not to repair the old church, to hire a per-

son to perform divine service for four months, and to

pay ten pounds by way of tax on the list of the year

1783 for the purpose of paying for this and other

society charges.

At a meeting held on the 28th day of October,

1784, it was voted to pull down the old church and
build a new one, forty feet long, thirty feet wide, and
eighteen-feet posts, a little south of the old one, and
on the ground formerly granted by the town for that

purpose

:

Voted, To pay a tax of one shilling on the pound on the list of the year

1784, by the first day of April, 17S5, for the purpose of erecting a new
church.

" Voted, That Benjamin Hoyt, Ezekiel Wilson, Thaddcus Sturges, and
Jonathan Whitlock beacommittee to conduct the pulling down and dis-

posing of the old churcli, and to manage and carry on the biiilding of a

new one."

In the mean time, Lieut. Benjamin Smith donated

a piece of ground on which to erect a new church, the

deed to which was executed in the year following, and

bearing date Sept. 20, 1785. The plot tiius deeded waH

on the northeast corner of his homestead, adjoining

the Town Street, and which now comprises the yard

in front of the present church. The ground in size

was seventy-tliree feet in length north and soutli, and

forty-three feet wide east and west, and bounded ea.st

by the Town Street, north l>y Natlian Dauciiy's land,

and south and west by his own land. The conditions

were that it should be forever appropriated to tlie use

of said church.

At a meeting held at the house of Capt. ViviiH

Dauchy, on the JGth day of December, 1784, it was
" Voted, To reconsider the appointment of the Committee nuulu at lh«

meeting held on the 28"' day of October; and that Benjamin Hoyt and

Ezekiel Wilson constitute the Committeo to carry on the building of uaid

church.

" Voted, That the said building shall stand at the north ea.st corner of

the Stnrtevant lot so called, adjoining the Town Street, in the Kirft So-

ciety in Ridgefield, op a piece of ground given by Benjamin Smith for

that purpose.

" Voted, That the cliurch shall not exceed forty-two feet in length ; and

that the width and height be in proportion, according to the judgment

of the Committee."

The church was subsequently erected on said land,

and the size adopted was forty-four feet in length and

thirty-two feet in width, the ends facing north and

south, with a door on the south and east sides, but

without a steeple. A gallery was placed in tlie south

end of the church.

The project of building immediately following the

Revolutionary war, when the effort in raisifig means

was difficult from the impoverishment of the people

generally in consequence of the war, it was not with-

out struggles, financially and otherwise, that the pro-

cess of rebuilding was carried forward, and that by

slow degrees through a series of years, until it wa.s

finally accomplished, for the resources of the parish

were limited.

The following are extracts from the parish record

at that time

:

"At a meeting of the First Episcopal Society in Ridgefield, holdcn at

the house of Capt. A'ivus Dauchy on the first tlay of Sept. 178o.

" Voted, That Ebenezer Stebbins be a committee, in addition to Benja-

min Hoyt, and Ezekiel M'ilson, aiipointed at a former meeting, to man-

age the building of a Church.

" Voted, Ukeirife, That all persons who have undertakcu to get timber

for a cliurch, sluill have it at the place appointed, by Thursday the S">

inst. September ; or the Comniittee shall not be obliged to accept it in

payment of taxes."

At a meeting of the society, held at the house of

Capt. Vivus Dauchy, April 27, 1787

:

" Voted, That said Society shall pay a fax of two pence on the Pound

on the List of 1780, into the Tre;isuiy of sjvid Society by fii-st day of Oc-

tober ne.xt, for the purpose of carrying on the builuing a Church.

" Item. That any person who shall furnish good eighteen inch chest-

nut shingle for the Church, shall be allowed one Pound, four shillings

per thousand. That good whitewood inch Boards, shall be valued at si.x

shillings per hundrW foot
;
three-quarter iucli Oak Boards at four shil-

lings and six pence per hundred foot.

/(ei». That the aforesaid articles shall be delivered at the clmrch in

said Ridgefield by the fii-st day of June next
;
otherwise, the Committee

shall not be obliged to take them in payment of taxes tow;irds the build-

ing a church."

At a meeting held at the house of Capt. Vivus

Dauchy, on the olst day of September, 1787

:
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" Voted, That the Society shall pay a tax of four Pence on the Pound

on the List of the year 1787, by the first day of April next.

" Voted, That Eye at three shillings and six pence per bushel; Corn at

three shillings; Oats at one shilling and six pence; Buckwheat at two

shillings per bushel ; Flax at seven Pence per pound, shall be taken in

payment of said tax."

The church was not comfortably furnished until the

year 1791, and the entire ground-floor was not occu-

pied with pews until some time after the church was

used for divine service; and at a meeting held March

30, 1791, it was " Voted, That we will sell the lots for

the pews in the church," and also " Voted, That they

shall be sold at j^ublic A'cndue to the highest bidder."

It was voted, also, " that the committe appointed to

carry on the finishing of the church shall lay out the

lots for the pews in the same, and advertise and sell

them as before directed, when and at what time they

think proper. Benjamin Iloyt and Joshua Burt were

said committee."

At a meeting held April 17, 1794, a committee was

appointed to superintend the building of a pulpit in

the church.

At a meeting held April 17, 1799, it was
" Voted, That the Society's Committee be directed to procure materials,

and bnilil the remaining pews in the church, and charge the same to the

Society." «

In the year 1819 the church was materially altered

and improved, side galleries were built, and a steeple

erected on the south end, in style and form the same

as the one at the Congregational church. The door

at the east side was closed, and in its place a square

pew was built and occupied by Abijah Eesseguie and

others, he then being in manhood's prime, and, al-

though nearly sixty years have rolled away, he still

continues in a vigorous old age an honored citizen

among us, and also continues to hold, as in years past,

the ofiice of one of the wardens of the church.

In the year 1820 an effort was made by the parish

to obtain some remuneration for the damage done to

the former church edifice during the Revolutionary

war. The following is from the parish records:

At a meeting held on the 24th day of April, 1820,

it was,

" Voted, That Mr. Jeremiah Mead be an agent for the purpose of pre-

ferring a petition in belialf of this parish to the Honorable General As-

sembly of the State of Connecticut, at their session in May next, praying

for a remuneration of damages sustained in consequence of the injury

done to the former church belonging to tlie parish, by being used as a

storehouse for provisions by the Commissary, in the time of tlie Revolu-

tionary War; and that said Agent be empowered and instructed to

employ counsel to advocate said petition."

The application, however, proved unsuccessful,

and no compensation was ever obtained to cover the

loss sustained in consequence of the firing of the

church by the British.

In the year 1828 a bell was procured of six hun-

dred pounds' weight and placed in the tower of the

church,—the first one owned by the parish.

The church edifice never having been consecrated,

on the 12th day of November, 1831, the Right Rev.

Bishop Brownell visited the parish and consecrated

it by the name of St. Stephen's Church, and at the

same time administered the rite of confirmation to

fifty-two persons,—a large number for this parish.

It was a year of great religious interest in the church,

and sixty new communicants were added in the

course of the year, under the successful ministry of

the Rev. Charles J. Todd.

In the year 1832 the square pews in the centre of

the church were removed, and " slips," or long pews,

erected in their stead, the square pews on each side

still remaining.

On the 29th day of January, 1841, a meeting was
held and measures taken for the erection of a new
church, provided a suitable site could be procured.

A plot of ground directly in the rear of the church-

lot was generously donated by Isaac Jones, the owner

of the land adjoining, in size one hundred feet east

and Avest, and eighty-two to eighty-six feet north and

south, the deed bearing date Aug. 12, 1841. Mr.

Jones had previously given a strip of ground ten feet

wide at the south end of the old church-lot. The
corner-stone of the present church was laid by the

rector, the Rev. Warner Hoyt, in the presence of a

number of the clergy and of the inhabitants, on the

12th day of August, 1841. The church was finished

and consecrated by Bishop Brownell on the 20th day

of September, 1842. The organ—the first one in

possession of the parish—was placed in the church

and first used at its consecration.

Thus was completed and consecrated the third

church in this parish, a little over a century after the

erection of the first church edifice. Its dimensions

are forty feet in width and fifty-six feet in length,

with a projection in front for a vestibule and stairway

of five feet, and with the addition afterwards of a

chancel of a depth of fifteen feet, making the entire

present length of the church seventy-six feet.

Tablets were also placed in the walls of the church

in commemoration of two venerable laymen of the

parish,—one to Samuel Stebbins, Esq., the other to

Nathan Dauchy, both firm and zealous supporters of

the church in all its vicissitudes ; the former a dis-

tinguished and useful citizen of the town as well as

of the parish, for forty years the town clerk, and

during a period of forty-six years the parish clerk

and for over forty years the senior warden of the

church.

In the month of August, 1851, the bell now in use,

and weighing fifteen hundred and eight pounds, from

the foundry of Meneely & Sons, of West Troy, N. Y.,

was placed in the tower of the church, the old one

having been disposed of to a neighboring church in

Georgetown.

In the year 1857 measures were taken for an exten-

sive alteration and improvement in the church, the

building of a chancel, alteration of the pews, and to

be so arranged as to admit of a centre aisle, coloring

and frescoing the walls, the procuring of a new organ

from the manufactory of George Jardine, of New
York, of a sweet tone and finish, all of which im-
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provements were at an expense of about two thousand

dollars. The church was rcojtcncd witli ajiprojjriate

services by the Right Rev. Bishop Williams, assisted

by a number of the neighboring clergy, including

former rectors of the parish.

In the summer of 1875 the organ was enlarged by

the addition of several stops and one hundred and

twenty-six new pipes, making the present number of

sixteen stops and four hundred and fifty pipes, the

addition nearly doubling its capacity.

The parish has a fund of a little over three thousand

dollars, the income of which is devoted towards the

support of the ministry.

The first efforts made towards the creation of a fund

for the support of the ministry in the parish was in

1836, when Nathan Dauchy, Esq., of Troy, N. Y., a

native of this town, made an offer for that purpose on

condition that the parish would raise a like amount.

In order to avail themselves of Ijis generous offer, they

used persevering exertions and raised the sum of

twelve hundred dollars, to which he added a like

amount. This, with later benefactions from other

sources, increased the fund to its present amount,

—

three thousand and fifty dollars.

In the year 1869 a legacy was received by the be-

quest of the late Nancy Smith, of Norwalk, formerly

of Ridgefield, of five hundred dollars, the income of

which is to be used in aid of the poor of the jjarish.

It is also possessed of a convenient parsonage, built

in 1853, with a glebe of four acres, in the central part

of the village, of a valuation of about six thousand

dollars.

The first building erected for a i:)arsonage was in

1838, upon a piece of ground containing one acre, np-

propriated by the late Philip Bradley, in the northern

part of the village street, and which, with improve-

ments, is now the residence of Gould Rockwell. It

was built by a stock company and occupied by the

clergy until it was afterwards sold and the present

one erected, more contiguous to the church.

The first wardens of the chui'ch of whom there is

any existing record—that of 1788—were Benjamin

Hoyt and Dr. David Perry. Dr. Perry was also the

clerk and treasurer of the parish from the commence-
ment of its permanent record in 1784 until his admis-

sion to holy orders in 1789. The present wardens of

the church are Keelcr, Dauchy, and Abijah Resse-

guie, who have served the church in that capacity for

a series of years, Mr. Dauchy having served the church

as a vestryman, parish clerk, and in his present office

for nearly half a century. During a period of thirty-

three years he has been a Avarden of the church.

The likeness of nearly all the rectors of the present

century are placed on the walls in the vestry-room.

On the left hand of the chancel is a memorial window
to the Rev. Warner Hoyt, under whose zealous rector-

ship the present church was built, and who is the only

one of its clergy thus far who luis been removed by
death while in charge of the duties of the parish.
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Among the many persons not heretofore named,

with two or three exceptions, as among the early and

jjrominent KUpj>orters of the chur(;li who have passed

away may be named the following : Caleb Loljdcll,

Vivus Dauchy, Jacob Resseguie, Ezekiel Wilson, .John

Jones, Ebene/er Stebbins, Ilackaliali Burt, Elijdialet

Brush, Nelicmlah Sturges, Ep(?n(;tus How, .Jeremiah

Sinith, Jai;ob Dauchy, J'cnjiimin Kherwood, Benjamin

Hmith, Jeremiah Mead, Daniel Jones, Timothy Jones,

Isaac Olmsted, Thaddeus Olmsted, David iiurr, .Sam-

uel B. Grumman, Czar Jones, John M. Smith, Pliilii*

Northrop, William Sherwood, Stej)hen Olmsted, Wal-

ter Dauchy, Ciiauneey Olmsted, William Crocker,and

others. Of the aljove, .Jacob Dauchy served as a war-

den of the church twenty-three yean., and John M.

Smith for a period of twenty-seven years.

The first instance in which the rite of confirmation

was administered was in 1809, when Bishop Abraham
Jarvis visited the parish and confirmed eighty-six

persons, which, with those confirmed on subsequent

episcopal visitations, makes the entire nundjcr of five

hundred and ten persons confirmed in this church to

the present time. The parish at the present time

numbers eight^flve families, about two hundred and

fifty baptized members, and one hundred and forty

communicants.

The first year in the history of the parish in which

it was enabled to avail itself of a resident clergyman

with constant services was in 1837, under the rector-

ship ofthe Rev. Eli AVheeler, who remained until 1839,

when he was succeeded by the Rev. AVarner Hoyt,

who entered upon the regular charge of the parish

and was the first occupant of its first parsonage, just

erected; and the parish has been favored with the

undivided services of all succeeding clergymen to the

present time.

The ministrations of all the preceding clergy, from

the year 1789, when the Rev. David Perry assumed

the charge of the parish, until the year 1837, were in

connection with other parishes. The Rev. David

Perry served the churches in Ridgebury and Danbury

a portion of the time. His successors—the Rev. David

Butler, the Rev. Elijah G. Plumb, and the Rev. Reu-

ben Hubbard—each had charge of the three churches

of Ridgefield, Danbury, and Redding, giving an e.jual

time to each.

The Rev. Charles Smith, the Rev. Origen P. Hol-

comb, and the Rev. Charles J. Todd each had charge

of the churches in Wilton and Ridgefield, residing in

Wilton and devoting two-thirds of the time to Wil-

ton and one-third to Ridgelield. The Rev. Jacob

Lyman Clark took the charge of the church in Ridge-

field in connection with that of New Canaan, minis-

tering half the time in each until 1837 and residing in

New Canaan, when he accepted a call to the church

in Waterbury, Conn., which brings us to the period

when constant services were secured to the parish,

under the Rev. Eli Wheeler, as has been before men-

tioned.
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The following are the inscriptions upon tablets in

the church

:

" THIS TABLET
is erected by the Vestry,

in memory of

NATHAN DAUCHY,
a zealous friend anil supporter

of this Church.

He died April 14, 1824,

in tlie glorious hope of a

Blessed immortality.

Mark the perfect man, anci

liehold llie upright, for the

end of that man is peace."

"THIS TABLET
is erected by the Vestry,

in memory of

SAMUEL STEBBINS, Esq.,

Senior Warden of this Cliurch,

From the year 1793, until his death.

He died March 21, 183U,

aged 73 years.

His untiring activity,

and Christian devotedncss,

in the cause of religion, and

tlie prosperity of this

Chiirch : are worthy

of a grateful remembrance

in tlie annals of •

this Parish.

Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord."

The lettering on the tablets is all in capital letters.

The succession of ministers has been as follows :

1725, Rev. Samuel Johnson, of Stratford
;
1727,

Rev. Henry Caner, of Fairfield; 1735-38, Rev. John
Beech, of Newtown

;
1740, Rev. James Wetinore, of

Rye
;
1742, Rev. Richard Caner, of Norwalk

;
1744,

Rev. Joseph Lamson, of Rye, with Bedford and North

Ca?tle
;
1764-67, Rev. Richard S. Clarke, of Salem,

with Ridgefield and Ridgebury
;
May 26, 1768, to July,

1776, Rev. Epenetus Townsend, of Salem, with Ridge-

field and Ridgebury ;* 1788, for four months. Rev.

David Belden
;
Sept. 22, 1791, to April 1, 1795, Rev.

David Perry ; Feb. 14, 1799, to Oct. 1, 1804, Rev. David

Butler; Sept. 15, 1805, to May 1, 1806, Rev. Russell

Wheeler; April 2, 1807, to April 11, 1811, Rev. Elijah

G. Plumb ; Jan. 15, 1812, to April, 1818, Rev. Reuiien

Hubbard ; June 15, 1818, to April, 1823, Rev. Charles

Smith
;
May 26, 1823, to Easter, 1831, Rev. Origen P.

Halcomb; May 15, 1831, to September, 1834, Rev.

Charles J. Todd
;
July 20, 1835, to March 26, 1837, Rev.

Jacob Lyman Clark; Aug. 1, 1837, to March 31, 1839,

Rev. Eli Wheeler
;
April 28, 1839, to June 30, 1839,

Rev. Joseph H. Nichols
;
July 6, 1839, to Oct. 18, 1844,

Rev. Warner Hoyt (deceased)
;
April 1, 1845, to Oct. 1,

1845, Rev. Thaddeus M. Leavenworth ; Dec. 1, 1845, to

April 1, 1846, Rev. David H. Short
;
April 13, 1846, to

April 20, 1850, Rev. Henry Olmstoad, Jr. ; June 8,

1850, to May 30, 1852, Rev. William Staunton
;
August,

* The above were missionaries of the " Society in England for tlie

Propagation of the Gospel in Fcfreign Parts" previous to tlie Kevolu-

tionai*y war, and officiated at Ridgefield in connection with other stations

or at intervals.

1853, to Nov. 14, 1353, Rev. Theodore S. Rumney;
March 1, 1854, to Oct. 7, 1863, Rev. William H. Wil-

liams; May 1, 1864, to May 10, 1866, Rev. Curtiss T.

Woodruff; June 3, 1866, to May 1, 1868, Rev. Francis

T. Russell
;
Aug. 2, 1868, to Aug. 3, 1873, Rev. Samuel

F. Jarvis; Oct. 1, 1873, to May 12, 1878, Rev. David
D. Bishop; July 1, 1878, Rev. Francis A. Henry,

present rector.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

The extensive religious revivals that preceded and
followed the organization of the Methodist Episcopal

Chufch at the Christmas Conference held in Balti-

more, Md., 1784, prepared and raised up young men
who became evangelists and were sent by Rev. Fran-

cis Asbury, ti'aveling bishop of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church, to various parts of the United States.

As early as 1787 the Rev. Cornelius Cook preached

in Ridgefield, and Ajnbrose Olmstead, Jr., received

the following certificate

:

" To whom it may concern ; These certify that Ambrose Olmsted, .Jr.,

is a constant attendant at public worship (as opportunity offere) with the

people called ]\Iethodists, and that he contributes his due proportion

toward maintaining said worship & ministry.

" Certified by me, Coenemus Cook,

" Minister of Ike 31. E. Church.

" Nov. IC, A.D. 1787.

" Eecorded Dec. 1st, 1787, by Benjamin Smith, Congregational Society's

Clerk."

At the first Methodist Conference held in New
York City, June, 1789, the Rev. Jesse I^ee, from Vir-

ginia, was sent to the Stamford Circuit, in New Eng-

land. His first sermon was preached in Norwalk,

on the highway, June 17, 1789. He- formed a two

weeks' circuit, embracing Stamford, Norwalk, Fair-

field, Stratford, Milford, Redding, Danbury, Ridge-

field, and other intermediate places, and the name was

changed to Fairfield Circuit. Mr. Lee preached his

first sermon in Ridgefield, jorobably on the 26th of

June, 1789, in a building known as the " Independent

School-house," situated near Mr. P. C. Lounsbury's

house, formerly owned by Nehemiah Perry, M.D.

On Thursday, Jan. 28, 1790, the first " class" was

formed in Ridgefield, being the third in New Eng-

land, and was composed of Ichabod Wheeler and wife

and Daniel Keeler and wife, at Lime.stone, at the

house of Ichabod Wheeler, near Taylor's Mill, which

continued to be a preaching-place for some years.

On the 27th of February, 1790, Elder Jacob Brush

and Revs. George Robei'ts and Daniel Smith came

from Maryland to labor under direction of Mr. Lee,

who extended his labors eastward to New Haven.

The early records of the society being lost, it is im-

possible to ascertain who were the early members of

the Methodist Society in Ridgefield, but we find in

the records of the Congregational Society that certifi-

cates similar to the one above quoted were issued by

"Jesse Lee, Methodist preacher," to Jeremiah Olm-

sted, of Ridgebury, Oct. 17, 1789; also, April 1,1790,

by Rev. George Roberts, to Ichabod Wheeler ; Dec.

24, 1790, by Rev. John Bloodgood, to Daniel Keeler

;
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March 30, 1797, to Stephen Mills, Powell Battcr.son,

and Jonathan Stevens ; March 27, 1798, John Mills
;

Dec. 10, 1804, Thaddeus Benedict; Dec. 10, 1804,

Joseph Mead (3d) ; Nov. 5, 1805, Saml. Hoyt (2d)
;

Dec. 7, 1805, Abijah Hyatt; March 31, 180G, Benja-

min Bouton
;
Aug. G, 1807, Martha Bouton ; Nov. 23,

1807, Jabez M. Gilbert ; March 23, 1808, Danl. Dean

;

Nov. 14, 1809, Amos Baker, M.D.

For several years there was no preaching upon the

Sabbath by the " circuit-preachers," but this vacancy

was most acceptably filled by the frequent and volun-

tary labors of Absalom Day, of Norwalk, Aaron San-

ford and Hawley Sandford, of Redding, Rory Starr,

of Danbury, "local (or lay) preachers," and James

Coleman, " superannuated," of Ridgefield, whose name
and labors have been handed down in grateful re-

membrance to the children of the fathers. " Classes"

were formed in North Street in 1805, in the village in

1809, and from 1807 to 1826 the houses of Thomas
Hyatt, Jabez M. Gilbert, and Amos Baker, M.D.,

were the regular preaching-places of the " Methodist

itinerants."

In 1824 the first church edifice was erected, stand-

ing in the fork of the roads leading to the districts

called North Street and Titicus, and the " circuit"

appears under the name of " Redding and Bridge-

port." Frequent revivals of religious interest had

occurred, especially in the years 1816, 1822, and 1828.

In 1831 a more extensive and powerful work was ex-

perienced, resulting in large additions to all the

churches. Among the converts was Mr. William

Crocker, who soon became a very acceptable and use-

ful " local preacher."

The following is a list of the ministers sent by the

New York Conference to the circuits embracing

Ridgefield from the year 1790 to 1836, at which date

Ridgefield became a station, with a resident minister.

Fairfield Circuit: 1790, John Bloodgood; 1791,

Nathaniel Burton Mills, Aaron Hunt
; 1792, Joshua

Taylor, Smith Weeks
;
1793, James Coleman, Aaron

Hunt; 1794, Zebulon Kaukey, Nicholas Snethen.

Redding Circuit: 1795, Daniel Dennis, Timothy
Dewey

; 1796, Elijah Woolsey, Robert Leeds
;
1797,

David Buck, Augustus Jocelyn
; 1798, William

Thatcher; 1799, David Brown; 1800, Augustus

Jocelyn
;
1801, Samuel Merwin, Isaac Candee

;
1802,

James Coleman, Isaac Candee
;
1803, James Camp-

bell, N. U. Tompkins
;
1804, Peter Moriarty, Sylves-

ter Foster
;

1805, Peter Moriarty, Samuel Merwin

;

1806, Nathan Felch, Oliver Sykes
; 1807, James M.

Smith, Zalmon Lyon
;
1808, Noble W. Thomas, Jon-

athan Lyon.

. New York Conference : 1809, Billy Hibbard, Isaac

Candee; 1810, Nathan Emory, John Russell; 1811,

Aaron Hunt, Oliver Sykes, John Reynolds; 1812,

Seth Crowell, Gilbert Lyon, S. Beach
;
1813, Aaron

Hunt, Henry Eames
;

1814, Ebenezer Washburn,
Reuben Harris

; 1815, Elijah Woolsey, Reuben Har-

ris; 1816, Samuel Bushnel, John Boyd; 1817, Sam-

uel Buslinel, Theodocidus Clarke; 1818, .Tame-! M.
Smith, Theodocius Clarke; 1819, J.S.Smith, Pliineas

Cook
; 1820, Laban Clark, Phineas Cook

;
1821, Laban

Clark, Aaron Hunt; 1822, Samuel Cochrane, Aaron

Hunt; 1823, Samuel Cochrane, .John Reynolds; 1824,

Elijah Woolsey, .John Jteynolds, Aaron IFunt (supe'').

From 1825 to 1827 it was called Redding and

Bridgeport Circuit: 1825, Marvin Jiichardson, H.

Humphreys, Frederic W. Siger, A. Hunt (sup'j

;

1826, Marvin Richardson, H. Humphreys, A. Hunt
(sup'), Oliver Sykes; 1827, Henry Stead, John Love-

joy, J. C. Bonteoue, 0. Sykes (supe'').

Redding Circuit: 1828, Henry Stead, Gershom

Pearce; 1829, Ebenezer Washburn, Gershom Pearce;

1830, Ebenezer Washburn, Oliver V. Ammerman
;

1831, James Young, Josiah Bowen, 0. Sykes (sup'''
)

;

1832, Nicholas White, Jesse Hunt; 1833, Jesse Hunt,

John Burton Beach
;
1834, Josiah Bowen, John Bur-

ton Beach.

Redding and Newtown Circuit: 1835, Humphrey
Humphreys, Josiah L. Dickerson, John Davies.

In 1836, as above stated, Ridgefield was separated

from other appointments and became a "station,"

having as its pastor Rev. Parmelee Chamberlain, who
remained two years, and at the close of his labors re-

ported a membership of one hundred and eighteen,

"probationers" included.

In the year 1839 occurred the most extensive re-

ligious awakening in the history of the church, under

the ministry of Rev. Thomas Sparks. The curiosity

of the com:nunity to hear the "experience of a con-

verted sailor"—Rev. George C. Bancroft—drew large

audiences. But the relation of these " experiences"

was accompanied by such spiritual power, and en-

forced by such vivid declaration of divine truth and

the clear and logical arguments concerning the truths

of the gosijcl, as presented by Rev. Paul R. Brown,

that many who came through curiosity were deeply

convinced of the truth, resulting in the conversion of

large numbers and the increase of the membership of

all the churches in the village.

The large accession to the Methodist Church and

congregation made it necessary to provide a larger

place of worship. Accordingly, in the year 1841, the

house now standing on the corner of Main and Ca-

toonah Streets was erected, during the pastorate of

Rev. Charles Chittenden. The humble beginnings

of ninety years ago are represented to-day by a mem-
bership of nearly two hundred.

Nor has the influence of this church been confined

to this vicinity alone. Other towns and the distant

West have heai"d the gospel preached by the sons of

those fathers and mothers. Revs. Stephen Renuning-

ton, Thomas B. Rockwell, William Crocker, Albert

Nash, Elias Gilbert, Alonzo B. Pulling, Miles N.

Olmsted, and Frank W. Lockwood have been sent

forth from her bosom as chosen ministers of God,

while the plains of India have been hallowed by the

self-sacrificing laboi-s and early death of Mrs. S. Mi-
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nerva Downey, daughter of Rev. Thomas B. Rock-

well.

The following list of names is of those ministers

who have been stationed in Ridgefield from 1836 to

1878: 1836-37, Rev. Parmelee Chamberlain; 1838-

39, Rev. Thomas Sparks
;
1840, Rev. Seymour Van

Deusen; 1841-42, Rev. Charles Chittenden
;
1843-44,

Rev. Abram S. Francis; 1845-46, Rev. Charles

Stearns
;
1847-48, Rev. Sylvester S. Strong

;
1849-50,

Rev. Nathaniel Mead
;
1851, Rev. Ira Abbott ; 1852-

53, Rev. Reuben H. Loomis
;
1854-55, Rev. Friend W.

Smith
;
1856-57, Rev. Joseph Wildey

;
1858-59, Rev.

Joseph Woolley; 1860-61, Rev. Joseph Smith; 1862

-63, Rev. Calvin B. Ford; 1864, Rev. Samuel F.

Johnson
;
1865-66, Rev. James D. Bouton

;
1867-69,

Rev. George L. Thompson
;
1870-72, Rev. Larman

W. Abbott; 1873-75, Rev. Theodore C. Beach
;
1876,

Rev. John B. Merwin; 1877, Rev. William Ross;

1878, Rev. Smith H. Piatt.

The history of this church would not be complete

without reference especially to one to whose tireless

labors, consistent life, and godly example the church

is indebted more than to any other person for its

growth and influence in the community,—Jabez M.
Gilbert. The " Methodist itinerant" came preaching

a universal atonement, man's moral agency, a full,

free, and perfect salvation from sin, the new birth,

the knowledge of the "witness of the Spirit," the

duty of holiness of life. These truths met the wants

of his soul ; he accepted them, hesitated not to join

the little band of like faith, demonstrated by a long

and consistent life the truth of the doctrine he pro-

fessed, and died leaving a vacancy not soon to be

filled. A man of firm convictions, strong will, stern

integrity, deep and ardent sympathies, liberality

equal to and often beyond his means, the church

found in him a reliable leader, a wise counselor, a

constant and liberal supporter, the poor a cheerful

and open-hearted benefactor, and the community a

recognized example of consistent piety.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

The Congregational Church in Ridgebury was or-

ganized in the month of January, 1769. It was com-

posed of eighteen members, " i^rofessing the doctrine

and practicing the discipline agreed upon by the

General Consociation of the Churches of Connecticut

at their meeting in Saybrook, 1708."

It appears from the records that meetings for pub-

lic worship were held as early as 1760, in what was

called the " New Patent meeting-house," which was

probably built as early as 1738, but there was no set-

tled pastor until 1769, when a council of the conso-

ciated pastors and elders of the Western District of

Fairfield County—composed of Revs. Jonathan In-

gersoll, Robert Silliman, Moses Mather, Samuel Sher-

wood, Seth Pomroy, Hezekiah Ripley, and Ebenezer

Davenport, together with the following nine messen-

gers : Mr. Joseph Bishom, of Stamford
;
Joseph Piatt,

Esq., Norwalk ; Lieut. Nathan Olmsted, Ridgefield

;

Mr. Stephen Godfry, Green's Farms
;
Capt. Elisha

Albert, Greenfield ; Lieut. Nehemiah Mead, Wilton

;

Theophilus Fitch, Esq., Canaan; Deacon Daniel

Andrews, Norfield
;
Ensign Nathan Read, Middlesex

—was convened and the church organized.

At the time of its organization the church consisted

of the following eighteen members : Rev. Samuel
Camp, Jabish Smith, Isaiah Birchard, James Nor-

throp, John Rockwell, Daniel Coley, David Rockwell,

Timothy Benedict, Samuel Keeler, Lemuel Abbott,

Samuel St. John, John Joyce, Jonathan Osborn,

Samuel Gates, James Sears, John Barber, Thomas
Frost, and Thomas Wilson ; and the Rev. Samuel

Camp was ordained and installed as their first pastor.

Mr. Camp's salary was " seventy-five pounds law-

ful money annually." The society also voted to give

him one hundred and fifty pounds for his settlement,

to be paid in three equal annual instalments. Mr.

Camp continued his labors with the church until

1804,—a period of over thirty-five years,—when he

was regularly dismissed. He died in Ridgebury

March 10, 1813.

After the dismission of Mr. Camp the church was

without a settled pastor until 1821, when Rev. Nathan
Burton was installed as pastor. He continued until

June, 1841,—a j)eriod of nearly twenty years. Mr.

Burton was a member of the church in Ridgebury,

and was chosen deacon in 1813. After serving in that

capacity for eight years he resigned the ofiice, in Oc-

tober, 1821, to become jjastor of the church. He died

in August, 1859, aged seventy-nine years.

Mr. Burton was succeeded by Rev. Zalmon B. Burr,

of Westport, Conn. He was ordained and installed

in June, 1843, and remained with the church seven

years. After Mr. Burr the society engaged the ser-

vices of Rev. Martin Dudley, who preached about a

year.

The next settled pastor was Rev. Philo Canfield,

of Buffalo City Presbytery. He commenced his

labors in August, 1852, and was installed in Septem-

ber of the same year. Mr. Canfield continued his re-

lations with the church until the spring of 1856, when
the connection was dissolved. In August of the same

year Rev. William W. Page was emjjloyed to preach

for the society one year as a supply. From Septem-

ber, 1859, to September, 1861, Rev. E. S. Huntington,

of Danbury, preached for the society. Mr. Hunting-

ton was succeeded by Rev. F. J. Jackson, who
preached nearly a year.

At a special meeting of the church, convened for

that purj^ose, December, 1862, a call was extended to

Rev. John E. Elliott, of Barkhamsted, Conn. Mr.

Elliott accepted the call, commenced his labors in

February, 1863, and was ordained and installed in

May following. He remained with the church but

two years or thereabouts.

In the autumn of 1867, Rev. Augustus Alvord, of

Bolton, Conn., commenced preaching for the church,
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and remained with them until August, 1871, four

years, preaching as a stated supply, and in iSej)tember

of the same year (1871) llev. William M. Parsons, of

Brooklyn, N. Y., was invited to supply tlie pulpit.

The invitation was accepted, and Mr. Parsons has

continued his labors with the church until the pres-

ent time.

Mr. Camp, the first pastor of the cliurch, was a na-

tive of Salisbury, Conn. But little is known of the

results of his labors. He left on record the names of

thirty-five children of members of the church bap-

tized by him from 1769 to 1799, none of whom are

now living, so far as known. Mr. Burton al.so records

the names of some twenty " children of believing pa-

rents" baptized by him. Of those bajitized in infancy

by Mr. Burton, but one is a member of the cliurch at

the present time or residing in Ridgebury, though

several are known to be living elsewhere.

During the long interval between the dismissal of

Mr. Camp and the settlement of Mr. Burton services

were regularly held in the church, the pulpit being

sujjplied by neighboring ministers or a sermon read

by some person of the congregation appointed for

that purpose ; and from 1813 to 1817 a season of spe-

cial religious interest was enjoyed, thirty-four mem-
bers being added to the church by a public profession

of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The labors of Mr. Burton were highly appreciated

by the church and eminently blessed of God. From
1821 to 1843, which covers the whole period of his

ministry as pastor, one hundred and fourteen were

added to the church, of whom " some remain unto

this present, but the greater part are fallen asleep."

During the pastorate of Mr. Burr, 1843 to 1850,

eight new members were added. From 1850 to the

close of Mr. Canfield's pastoral relations with the

church, in 1856, twenty were added. From 1856 to

the present time the additions to the church have

been " few and far between,"—only seventeen in the

whole twenty-two years.

There have been nineteen deacons of the cliurch

since its organization in 1769, of whom but one. Dea-

con James E. Hayt, remains. In October, 1762, the

Ecclesiastical Society of Ridgebury bought the land

on which the church now stands of John Whitlock.

The consideration was " the love and respect I have

and do bear unto said Dissenting Society in Ridge-

bury."

Previous to this time, it is said, an old Congrega-

tional church of some kind stood on the hill about

half a mile south of the present house of worship.

This was probably the " New Patent meeting-house"

before alluded to. But in August, 1768, the society

voted to build a " church" forty-six feet long by
thirty-six feet wide, to be "shingled with cedar shin-

gles, and sided with chestnut or oak." It was fur-

ther voted that "the new house shall stand facing

the east, and be finished by the first day of July,

1769."

In Feljruary, 1784, it was voted "that we will do

something towards making the mceting-liouse more

comfortable and convenient," and in 1793 a commit-

tee was appointed to " mark out the meeting-house

into pews and sell them, and to lay out the money
that shall arise therefrom on the hoase." The con-

gregation worshiped on rough wooden benches for

twenty-four years before the pews were built, and

listened to golden truths preached from a plain

wooden pulpit. There were no stoves except such a.s

the more elderly females brought with them on the

Sabbath, and these were always replenished with

fresh coals from the neighboring fireplaces during the

intermission. The house was without plastered walls,

but we never heard that any of the congregation

complained of the cold. After the introduction of

pews, the two—known as No. 5—on each side of the

pulpit were reserved as "honorary pews," and the

two—No. 11—"under the stairs" as "spare pews."

During the brief service of a Mr. Perkins, who
supplied the pulpit for nearly a year after the dis-

missal of Mr. Camp, it was voted, in October, 1804,

that "persons of other persuasions may come and

hear Mr. Perkins preach."

At a meeting of the society held Nov. 30, 1818, it

was voted "that the Society grant liberty to the town

of Ridgefield to hold their Town-Meeting in the

Meeting-House in said Ridgebury for one Meeting."

During the summer of 1816, and again in 1834,

the society repaired the meeting-house built in 1768,

very much improving its external appearance, and in

1838 they also thoroughly repaired the interior, en-

tirely removing the wall, pews, and pulpit, supplying

their places with new walls, convenient slips, and a

desk of more modern style. They also closed the

doors on the north and east, leaving but one entrance

to the church.

In the spring of 1832 the society purchased ten

acres of land, with the buildings standing thereon,

for a parsonage, and Feb. 12, 1838, they sold the same

to David Hanford, of Norwalk, Conn.

In the year 1844 the present pleasant and conven-

ient parsonage-house was erected on a plot of ground

four rods by twenty, presented to the society by ^Ir.

David Hanford and the late Gamaliel N. Benedict,

Esq.

The "old church," which had stood as a sort of

moral lighthouse for more than eighty years, and

which had been the spiritual birthplace of so many
souls, was finally demolished, and a new house thirty

by forty-six feet erected in it.-! place, which was dedi-

cated, with appropriate exerciser, to Almighty God in

1851. It is well furnished, with a bell weighing

nine hundred pounds, a melodeon, etc., and, though

there is but a feeble remnant of the church left, yet

the Word of God is faithfully preached every Sab-

bath and the ordinances of the gospel regularly

administered.

Legacies have been left the society at ditlerenl
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times, amounting in the aggregate to over seven thou-

sand dollars, the income from which is appropriated

to the support of the gospel and other current ex-

penses of the church.

In former years the business of "hatting" and

shoemaking was extensively carried on in Ridgebury,

which gave employment to a large number of people,

male and female. At the present time there is no

manufactory of any kind in the place, and the

Protestant population is somewhat diminished.

Located near the church is a beautiful cemetery,

containing an acre or more of ground. A part of it

was used for burial purposes years before the Revolu-

tionary war, and contains the bones of some of its

heroes. Within a few years it has been twice enlarged

and inclosed by a neat and substantial iron fence.

It is now one of the pleasantest rural cemeteries of

its size in the State.

An old burial-ground belonging to the Episcoj^al

Society was located on the south and east of their

church edifice, on the hill three-quarters of a mile

south of the present cemetery, a century and a half

ago. In 1860 several of the old tombstones were

standing. At the present time none of them remain.

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH.*

An Episcopal congregation existed in the society

in the northern part of the town called Ridgebury in

the early part of the last century, and services were

held contemporary with those in Ridgefield. It ap-

pears from the printed reports of the '" Society for the

Propagation of the Gospel" that prior to 1731, and for

some time afterwards, Ridgefield, Ridgebury, and the

Oblong (Salem) were considered in some sense within

the bounds of the parish or mission of Fairfield.

The church appears to have been built about the

middle of the last century, and was located in an ele-

vated position of the place, on the open space or

green about half a mile south of the present Congre-

gational church. The exact date of its erection can-

not now be ascertained.

In a letter of the church-wardens and vestrymen of

Salem to the Venerable Society in London, dated Aug.

31, 1767, they thus state :
" That we formerly united

with the brethren of the Church at Ridgefield and
Ridgebury, on the borders of the Connecticut Colony,

and engaged the Rev. Mr. Clark to read Divine ser-

vice and sermons to us on Sundays. Since Mr. Clark

left us, by the advice of the Rev. Mr. Dibble (of Stam-
ford), and the Rev. Mr. Leaming (of Norwalk), we
have employed the worthy Mr. Epenetus Townsend,
who hath for some time alternately read to us and the

people of Ridgefield and Ridgebury, whose exemplary
life, sober conversation, and devout performances of

religious offices highly recommended him to our

esteem ; aud as the jjoor people of Ridgefield and
Ridgebury, by the concurrence of the Church Wardens

* Now extinct.

and Vestry in this memorial, hope to be indulged in

being included under his care, having formerly a con-

junction with some of the neighboring places in the

Province of New York, experienced the goodness and

compassion of the 'Venerable Society' in appointing

the Rev. Mr. Lamson to officiate among them, being

many in number, having built a Church in each of

those places, Ridgefield but eight, and Ridgebury but

four miles from Salem, but at such a distance from

Norwalk that they expect but very little service from

the Rev. Mr. Leaming
;
whereupon we have unitedly

sent our respective bonds to the Rev. Dr. Auchmuty,
of New York, in trust, obliging ourselves to pay in

each place, equal to £10 sterling per annum, in the

whole amounting to £30 per annum for the time

being ; and we no longer expect the Society's favor

than we shall continue to deserve it."

The Rev. Mr. Townsend accordingly went to Eng-

land to receive holy orders, and returned in April,

1768. In a letter dated the 29th of September, 1768,

he informed the society " that he arrived at his Mis-

sion on the 26th of May, 1768, and was kindly received.

The church-wardens, also of Salem, in the name of

the i>eople belonging to the Mission, have returned

thanks to the Society for Mr. Townsend's appointment.

At Salem and Ridgefield there are one hundred and

fifty church people, at Ridgefield eighty."

In a letter to the society, dated Sept. 29, 1769, he

says, " I have constantly performed Divine service

equally in my three Churches of Salem, Ridgefield,

and Ridgebury ; in each of which places people are

zealous in their attendance on public worship ; and I

have the pleasure to observe that through the divine

blessing on my labors each of those congregations is

somewhat increased."

In the same letter he says, "I beg liberty to request

a favor from the Society, which may perhaps be of

considerable service to me ; the professors of the

Church in Conn, are taxed for the support of the

Minister of the Church in the same proportion as the

Congregationalists for the support of their minister.

This tax is levied and collected by the Congregation-

alists, together with their own, and by them paid to

such ministers of the Church as are appointed over

them by the Society. Now Ridgefield and Ridge-

bury being in Conn, the Committee appointed for

raising and paying the minister's rate at Ridgebury

have been in some doubt whether I am entitled to the

rates of the Church people there, because it is certain

they were formerly under Mr. Learning's care, and

had no written appointment, or anything from under

the Society's hand to convince them that the Society

had now included them within this Mission. Should

the Ven. Society mention Ridgefield and Ridgebury

in an abstract, as parts of my Mission together with

Salem ; or should they in a letter to the Church

Wardens and Vestry of Ridgefield and Ridgebury,

or in some other method give assurance that Ridge-

field and Ridgebury belong to my Mission, it must
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be of advantage to me, as it would remove all doubt

whether I was by the laws of that Colony entitled to

the Church people's rates in those j)laecs."

The society's abstracts for 1772 say "that Mr.

Townsend, missionary at Salem, states his congrega-

tions to be increasing. Hath baptized sixty-two in-

fants and two adults." In 1775 they say "that Mr.

Townsend is constant in the performance of his duty

in his own parishe?, and preaches frequently in the

parts adjacent. From Ladyday to Michaelmas he

baptized twenty-one infants and one adult, and ad-

mitted two new communicants." The abstracts for

1776 add "that one letter from Mr. Townsend, of

September 29, 1775, gives the account of his mission,

in which he hath baptized thirty infants, buried seven,

and married three couple in the jireccding half year."

During the interval of the Revolutionary war there

was a suspension of services in Ridgebury, as in the

other stations, by the departure of the Rev. Mr. Town-
send, in July, 1776, as stated in the account of St.

Stephen's church. The last services held in Ridge-

bury of which there is any existing record was in

1779, where we find the following in the Ridgefield

parish record

:

" At a meeting of the First Episcopal Society in EiJgeflclcl, Iiolilen at

tlie Town House on tlie 22"'' day of Sept. 1789, the following occurs

among its doings

:

*' Voted, That this Society shall pay a tax of two pence on the pound

on the list of said Society by tlie first of Marcli annually to David Terry,

as long as he shall serve them in the office of a Minister.

" Voteil, Tliat the Society will consent that said Perry sliall go to Eldge-

hury one quarter of the time."

At a meeting of said society in the year following

the above consent, according to the record, was with-

drawn.

Thus, after the services of the church had been

maintained with more or less frequency nearly half a

century in Ridgebury, they appear to have been

brought to a close, as far as any existing record re-

mains. Removals and deaths wrought many changes

in the congregation. Many of those remaining united

with the Ridgefield church. Among its active sup-

porters in the latter period of its history were Dr. John
Andreas, the Sherwood families, Dr. Stephen Bennett,

Nehemiah Sturges, Eliphalet Brush, and others. The
two latter-named families united with the church in

Ridgefield, and their constant attendance there is still

in the recollection of many of its members.

The church edifice, which stood on the north side

of the green, and was about the size of the first one

erected in Ridgefield Parish, remained until about the

year 1810, when, being much out of repair, it was taken

down and its materials disposed of for other purposes,

with the exception of a stone, still visible, supposed

by many to have been one of the corner-stones. No
vestige of its foundation now remains.
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The following are the proceedings of the town-

meeting held in 1715

:

"At a Town Meeting Ilehl in Ridgefield Bccemh' 27 Anno Dom 1715

Benjamin Willson, Samuel Smith and .Joseph Benedict were hy a Major

vote Chosen Select Men for y<-" year Ensuing."

Tlie following officers were also chosen : Constable,

Daniel Olmstead
;
Trustees, Joshua Lobdell and James

Northrop
;
Surveyors, Jonathan Rockwell, Richard

Olmstead, and Nathan St. John; Collector of Town
Rate, Timothy Keeler; Tavern-Keepcr, IMr. Osborn

;

Fence-Viewers, James Benedict, Joseph Northrop.

Richard Osborn, Samuel Smith, and Benjamin and

Richard Olmstead were selectmen in 1716. Lieut.

Samuel St. John, Samuel Smith, and Daniel Olm-

stead were "townsmen" in 1718.

Samuel Smith, Thomas Hyatt, and James North-

rup were selectmen in 1747. In 1749, Matthew Ben-

edict and Nathan Olmsted were selectmen.

FIRST BIRTHS.

The following is a record of a few of the early

births

:

"Ezekiel Ilawley, son of Thomas Ilawley, of Ridgcfielil, was born on

Aprill y« loth 17l:i, being Wednesday."
" Joseph Ilawley, y son of Thomas Ilawley, was born on y Lords day,

being May lUth, 1714."

" Rivchaell Keeler, y Daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Keeler, of

Ridgefield, was born Oct. 4tli 170(j."

"Elizabeth Keeler, y" Daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Keeler, of

Ridgefield, was born on y 18 Nov., 1708."

" Rebeckah, y« Daughter of James and Jorusha St. John, born .\ug. 12,

17G-.*

"Ebenezer, y son of Ebenezer and Hannah Smith, born Oct 3, 176-."*

" Daughter of Matthew and Deborah Keeler Wiis boru October y 5tb,

1700."

"Martha, y son of Martlui and Deborah Keeler, was born April y
10, 17C2."

" Hannah, daughter of Timothy and Mary Keeler, \vi\s boru Sep. y«

30, 1702."

" Jonathan, y» son of Timothy and JIary Keeler, was born Dec' y 27,

1705."

" Elizabeth, daughter of Jesse aud Mehitabal Benedict, born June IG'

1757."

" Phillip, son of Caleb and Bithiuh Lobdell, born Oct y 7, 17G1."

THE SCHOOLS.

The first reference to schools found in the town

records is in the year 1721, when it was voted that

" eight pounds shall be raised for y'' support of a

school." The first school-house was erected prior to

1726, and stood in the church-green, nearby the pres-

ent site of the Congregational church. The date of

* Probably 1763.
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erection of this pioneer house is unknown, but, as

stated above, it was prior to 1726, for in that year

it was voted to repair the school-liouse.

This house was occupied until 1743, when the

school was removed to the town-house. In 1725 the

town was released from paying taxes, "provided they

draw no money out of the treasury for the school."

It is evident that various methods were resorted to

in the early days for the maintenance of the schools.

The following extract will prove of interest

:

"At a sheep meeting held in Eidgefield, Dec. 24, 1742, it was voted by

a majority that the money cominj^ for the hire of the Sheep the last year

shall be given as a bounty to help maintain the town School for ever, and

when the money Is gathered it shall be delivered to the committee that

is appointed to take care of the bounty money given by the Government

to support y school, And ordered by the above said vote to let out tlic

said money as y" money is that comes from the government, and to im-

prove the use thereof to pay it towards y^ maintenance of said town

scliool forever.
" Test TiJfOTiiY Kf.eleu,

" Cleric:'

"This sheep-hire," says Rev. Mr. Teller, "is easily

explained. Until about the year 1760 there were a

considerable number of sheep in the town, owned by

the town,—Mr. Goodrich says about two thousand,

—

which were kept by a shepherd in the summer months,

and regularly twice in the week let to the highest bid-

der to lay in his 2>low-land during the night season,

which method of enriching the land, it is stated,

' caused the worn land to produce excellent crops of

wheat of the best quality.' The money thus obtained

was that which was appropriated by the town for

school purposes."

The following receipt apj^ears on town records :

" liidgefield, April 2S"i, 1743, then received of Capt. Itichard Olmstead

and Matthew Benedict, Conmiittee of tlie Donation Money Given by the

Government, y« sum of 25£ 14s. and Qd. in order to pay the School Mas-

ter. We say we received it, as Witness our hands,

" Joseph Kkei.f.r,

" James Blnkdict,

" School Committee:'

In 1742 the town by a major vote released the

people of the New Patent (Ridgebury) from paying

any tax to the town school on condition that they

should keep a school among themselves six months

yearly.

At this time there was in the town but one school-

house, and that was located nearly ojDposite Mr. Ab-

ner Gilbert's residence.

Rev. Samuel Goodrich says in his history of the

town, written in 1800, that the schools of the town

"are maintained 1*' in part by the produce of the

sales of lands in Litchfield County by the State and

appropriated to the schools. 2'"*. By the produce of

an excise duty laid on Rum and Tea, but the act,

proving unpopular, was never carried into general ex-

ecution ; the money paid in by this town was returned

and appropriated for the benefit of schools. 3*. By
the 40/ oa the thousand, as it is called. 4'". By the

produce of the sales of the western lands, and lastly,

in case of deficiency, by a tax on the scholars."

Mr. Goodrich also says that the " wages given to

masters is from 15 to 18 dollars per month, according

to number of scholars and the ability of the teachers.

There is taught in our schools Reading, Writing,

Arithmetic, and Grammar, some Catechising, and a

little manners. It has been remarked that since the

visiting committee have attended to their duty our

schools are under better regulation and our scholars

make greater proficiency. There are a number of

young people who have been taught in our schools

who have gone into other parts and taught with ap-

plause. Board for children is from seventy-five cents

to one dollar jaer week, and tuition from fifty cents to

one dollar per quarter."

"At a Town-Meeting held in Eidgefield, March IS"", 174C, at y« said

meeting Serg' James Northrup by a JIajor vote was chosen Moderator.

"The s"! meeting by their Major vote do agree and order that there

sliall be two women Schools be kept from y first of April next till y«

first of Octob'' ensuing, y« one of s* Schools to be kept at y= Town house

and y« other at y house that was built for that purpose, a little north-

ward of Jonah Smith'.

"Test TiMOTiiv KEKLF.n,

" Itegistr:'

" Eidgefield, April ye 13'i>, 1749, then Eeceived of Capt Eichard Olm-

stead, Matthew Benedict, School Com"' of y" Donation money ye sum of

Twenty six Pounds twelve shillings money in order to pay for ye keeping

School or Schools in testimony hereof we do set onr hands

"Sam" Smitii,

" Thomas Hyatt,
" Jamks Northuop,

"Se?ec/»iej)."

" At a Town Meeting held in Eidgefield by .Vdjournment from Decem'
ye IS"" to Decemb"' ye 24"" ad 1753, Matthew Benedict being Jloderator,

it was Voted in meeting that there shall be two Jlen Schools kept 3

Mouths between this time and ye first of April next one of them aty*

Town house and ye other at ye School house near L' Jonah Smitli'. It

was also voted in s'l meeting that there shall be three School Mistresses

provided and put into Schools ye first of April next and continue therein

until ye first of October next, one of them to be kept in ye Scliool house

near L' Jon;ih Smiths, one of them in ye Town house, and one of them

in or near Ben" Eockwells bouse.

"It was voted in &^ meeting tliat two Men Schools shiill be kept by

two masters in (s"! houses or places where ye above said men Schools

are to be kept) from ye first of October next till ye next Annual Town

Meeting."

In 1761 five schools were taught in the town,—one

•at the town-house, one at West Lane, one at Titicus,

one at Limestone, and one at Florida.

Dec. 28, 1761, it was

" Voted, That there be five Schools kept within the Limits of this

Society for three montlis, viz., one at the house near John Northrops,

J"', one at the Town House, one at tlie house near Benj" Stebbins, Jr.,

one at Limestone; and one near I'latt's Mill, Provided tliere be a sutBci-

ent number of scholars at each school, to be Determined by the School

Commi'ee Capt. Daniel Bradley, Aaron Northrnp, Tlio» Hawley, Theophilus

Stebbins, and Obadiah Piatt were Chosen a School Committee.

" Granted a Kate or Tax of three farthings upon the Pound "to Defray

the Cliarges of the Schools and Society, to be paid by the first Day of

May next.

" Jolin Smith Ju' was Chosen a Collector to Collect the Society Bate

and pay the same into the Hands of the Commi"e that lias the charge of

the School Bonds viz Sam Olmstead Esq Capt Eichard Olmstead and

Stephen Smith."

Dec. 22, 1762, it was
" Voted, That there shall be 25 Scholars to attend each School in the

Society one Day with the other as long as the Schools are Continued."

On the 20th of December, 1763, at a meeting of the

First Ecclesiastical Society, it was voted that the
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schools be continued the same as the previous year,

witli tlie additional clause:

"Liberty is allowed by tlic Major vote of tlio meeting to Rot up Six

Schools ill tlie Society at or near tlie places where they were kejit last

year and to bo ke|it by Masters for three MoiitliH, and each School to

draw an equal Share of the ten Shilling upon the thousand allowed by

the Government for the use of Scliools and tlie Interest upon the Dona-

tion, provided they are keiit two months compleut."

On the 14th of December, 17G7, it was voted in the

said society meeting that the "Society be Divided

into Districts for Schooling."

In 1773 it was voted at a society's meeting

" That schools may be kept in the same places, and under the same

regulations as last year, with this addition, that each Committee man

warn the people in the District where he resides to meet at Time and

Place, and the major part of their votes shall Determine who slniU bo

the master to keep their school, and the Committee sliall be concluded

thereby and hire the master. Said district shall by their nuijor vote

order him to hire ; and also with this reserve that the district up at Tyti-

chus have Liberty to keep tlieir school at the house near to James

Smith's, or at any other place said District shall agree upon."

"At a Town Meeting held April y« 10"' 1786 voted

"That the Proprietors of the Frame set up for a School House near

y" Dwelling house of Jeremiali Wilson may have the privilege of appro-

priating the present Town house towards finishing said School House;

provided the Proprietors of said Scliool House fully vest the Town and

the first Society with the privilege of holding all their necessary Town
Proprietors, First Society and Freenians Meetings tliercin and that they

(the proprietors of si* School House) will finisli and complcat said School

House and make it Convenient by seating y* same."

The building above referred to was known as the

Independent School-House.

"At a meeting of the Proprietors of the Independent School House

holden at the House of Widow Clemenco Smith on April y 21" 1780

Silas Hull Moderator and Jacob Smith Jun Clerk protempore of said

meeting, A'oted

" Tluit the proprietors of y= said Independent School House will take

and Appropriate the now Town House, agreeably to the vote of the

Town Respecting said Town and School House and do wholly and fully

Invest the Town with all the Privileges respecting said School Hoiise,

whicli are Mentioned in the Town Vote respecting y same."

This was an advanced school, and for nearly thirty

years was taught by Mr. Samuel Stebbins.

At present there are fourteen districts, as follows

:

No. 1, Scotland ; No. 2, Bennett's Farms ; No. 3,

Limestone; No. 4, Titicus; No. 5, West Mountain;

No. 6, Centre; No. 7, AVest Lane; No. 8, Whipstick;

No. 9, Flat Eock; No. 10, Branchville ; No. 11,

Florida; No. 12, Farmingville ; No. 13, North

Kidgebury ; No. 14, South llidgebury.

For present condition of schools, see General His-

tory.

BURIAL-PLACES.

The first ground set apart for a burial-place was sit-

uated immediately west of the present residence of

William E. Benedict, and two stones are still to be

seen,—one marking the grave of Sarah, wife of Rich-

ard Osborn, Esq., and the other that of Capt. Mat-
thew Benedict. The former is the oldest in the town.

The following extract is taken from the town records

:

"At a Proprietors Meeting held in Kidgcfield, Jan. ye 27<'> 1735-3G.

By their major vote, Timothy Keeler was chosen Proprietor's Clerk, or

Register for y year ensuing, and sworn according to Law before James
Benedict, Justice of y« peace" Jan. y« id""' 17:3o-oG.

" Att y Meeting above h'"" the Propricton) by their Major Vote do grant

and liy their order do appoint for y t<MVn'B u»e a ccrtiiiii Sjwt or pie' ft <jf

land for their iiurying place or yard; s''' spot or parcell of Lan>l Lying

a little Suuthwaril of that lott or hoine»tea<I that Milford Sam'l 8initli

bouglit of DrinkwateiH, and Northward of y« Car-path or Rhode that

comes over Titticus river."

This spot is the old portion of the present cemeterv'.

The llidgebury Cemetery was designated a.s a burial-

place Dec. 17, 1743. The following wa.s the vote of

the town:

"The town by their major vote, do allow and order y spot of land

lying at y North-eatit corner of Joseph Northrops home lot, in y >'cw

Patent, shall be a burying place for y people of y Kew Patent to bury

their dead therein."

CHANGE IN THE BOUNDARY.

In the year 1727 the people of Ridgeficld became
somewhat exercised over a proposed change in the

boundary-line between this town and the State of

New York. It was proposed by Connecticut to grant

to New York sixty-two thousand acres along its

north and south boundaries in exchange for Green-

wich and portions of Stamford on the Sound. By this

exchange the loss of territory would be so great as to

materially weaken the township, and. May 13, 1727,

a petition was presented to the General Assembly for

the annexation to the town of a gu.sset of land lying

northward, which was granted May 11, 1732.

THE RIDGEFIELD PRESS.

The idea of establishing a newspaper in Eidgefield

was conceived by D. Crosby Baxter. The first issue

appeared on Jan. 13, 1875, printed on a jobber five

by seven in the chase, and was entitled Baxter's

Monthly, with the motto, " Tall oaks from little acorns

grow." On February 13th it was enlarged to eight by
eleven ; in March it was further enlarged to eleven

by fifteen. In March, 187G, it was enlarged to a

quarto sheet, twelve by seventeen, and continued in

that form till Sept. 19, 1877, when it was printed on a

single sheet, thirteen by twenty, and on the following

month still further enlarged to its 2)resent size,—viz.,

twenty-two by thirty-one.

The subscription-list steadily increased from a

round dozen on its initial issue until it ha.s now at-

tained a circulation of six hundred cojiics weekly,

which reaches all the States, and with a limited for-

eign circulation. D. Crosby Baxter is the editor,

with whom is associated Charles H. Jarvis, as local.

CENSUS OF THE TOAVN.

1756, 1115; 1810, 2103; 1820, 2301; 1830, 2322;

1840, 2474; 1850, 2237; 18G0, 1910; 1870, 2213; 1880,

2028.

SENATORS.

The following persons have been elected from the

town to repi-eseut the Eleventh District in the State

Senate

:

1834, John F.King; 1837, Samuel St. John; 1840. .ToshuR I. King;
1853, John B. Hyatt

; 1SU7, Peter P. Coruen
; 1875, Lewis H. Bailov.
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JUDGES OF PROBATE.

1841, Harvey Smith, one year; 1842, William Sherwood, two years; 1844,

Harvey Smith, two years; 184G, Jacob T. Haviland, one year; 1847,

Harvey Smith, one year; 1848, Ebenezer Hawley, four years
;
1852,

Edward Couch, two years; 1854, Henry Smith (2il), one year; 1855,

Hiram K. Scott, fifteen years : 1870, D. Smith Sholes, one year
;
1871,

Elijah L. Thomas, two years
;
1873, Hiram K. Scott.

REPRESENTATIVES TO LEGISLATURE.

1740, James Benedict, Samuel Smitii; 1741, James Benedict; 1742-43,

James Benedict, Daniel Olmstead; 1744, James Benedict, Richavil

Olmstead; 1745, Timotliy Keeler, Joseph Hawley: 1740-47, Eichard

Olmstead, Samuel Olmstead; 1748-49, James Benedict, Sanuiel Olm-

stead
;
1750, Samuel Olmstead, Stephen Smith

;
1751, James Bene-

dict, Samuel Olmstead : 1752, Richard Olmstead, Samuel Olmstead

;

1753-55, Samuel Olmstead, Stephen Smith
;
175G, Elijah Olmstead,

Sanmel Olmstead; 1757, Elijah Hawley
; 1758, Elijah Hawley, Sam'l

Olmstead, S. Smitli
;
1759, Samuel Olmstead, John Benedict, Stejiheu

Smilh; 17G0. Samuel Olmstead, Steplien Smith; 17G1, Samuel Olm-

steail, Lemuel Abbott; 1702, Samuel Olmstead, Stephen Smith
;
17G3,

Timothy Keeler, Samuel Olmstead
;
1704, Samuel Olmstead, Timothy

Keeler, John Benedict; 1705, Timothy Keeler, Stephen Smith
; 1700,

William Lee, Nathan Olmstead; 1707, Wm. Lee, Natiian Olmstead,

Samuel Oluistead, Stephen Smitli
;
1708, Samuel Olmstead, William

Lee; 1709, Samuel Olmstead, William Lee, Philip Burr Bradley;

1770, Samuel Olmstead, Philip Bnrr Bradley, Benjamin Stebbins;

1771, Wm. Lee, Col. Pliilip Burr Bradley, Sanuiel Olmstead
;
1772-74,

Col. Philip Burr Bradley, Samuel Olmstead; 177.J, Col. Philip B.

Bradley, Sanmel Olmstead, Capt. Lemuel Morcliouse; 1770, Samuel

Olmstead, Cul. P. B. Bradley, Stephen Smith
; 1777, Wm. Forrester,

Nathan Olmstead, John Benedict
;
1778, Nathan Olmstead, T. Keeler,

W. Forrester, S. Olmstead; 1779, Samuel Olmstead, Wm. Forrester,

Timothy Keeler, Jr., Stephen Norris, John Benedict; HSO, Natlian

Olmstead, John Benedict, Col. 1'. B. Bradley, ('apt. Jonah Foster,

Timothy Keeler, Isaac Uoolittle; 1781, Timotliy Keeler, Ichabod

Doolitlle, Capt. Havid Olmstead; 1782-87, Col. P. B. Bradley, Capt.

David Olmstead; 1788, Cul. P. B. Bradley, William Forrester, David

Olmstead; 1789, Cul. P. B. Bradley, David Olmstead, Joshua King;

1790, Col. P. B. Bradley, Joshua King; 1791. Col. P. B. Bradley,

Joshua King, David Olmstead; 1792, Joslma King, Wm. Forrester,

Amos Baker; 179:j, Joshua King, David Olmstead; 1794, Joshua

King, William Forrester ; 1795, Joshua King, David Olmstead, Wm.
Forrester; 1790, Joshua King, Wm. Forrester, David Olmstead; 1797,

David Olmstead, Samuel Daiichy; 1798, Samuel Daucliy, Nathan

Smith, Joshua King, David Olmstead; 1799, Joshua King, Nathan

Danchy
;
1809, Jacob Olmstead, Eliphalet Brush, .Joshua King, Job

Smith; 1801, Nathan Daucby, Jareil Olmstead; 1802, Joshua King,

Samuel Stebbins; 1803, Samuel Stebbins, Nathan Daucby, Jr.;

1804, Nathan Daucby, Jr., Timothy Keeler, Natlian tfniith; 1S0.">,

Nathan Daucby, Nathan Smith, Job Smith, Jonathan Keeler;

1806, Job Smith, .lonathan Keeler, Samuel Stebbins, Timothy Kee-

ler; 1807, Nathan Smith, Timothy Keeler (2''), John Jones, Jesse S.

Bradley; 1808, J. Jones, Jesse S. Bradley, Jacob Daucby, Timothy

Keeler (2<i)
; 1809, Jacob Dauchy, Timothy Keeler, Nathan Daucliy,

Jesse S. Bradley
; 1810, Nathan Daucby, .^aroii Stuart, Daniel Jones

;

1811, Joshua King, Gamaliel L'enedict; 1812, Joshua King, Benjamin

Lynes, Matthew Keeler. Nathan Daucby
; 1813, Nathan Smith,

Samuel Stebbins; 1814, Daniel Jones, Seth Boughtou, Jesse S. Brad-

ley, Jeremiah IMead; 1815,* Jesse S. Bradley, Jeremiiili Jlead; 1810,

Joshua King, Timothy Keeler, Wm. Hawley; 1817, Wm. IIawle.y,

Gamaliel Benedict, Matthew Keeler; 1818, Eliphalet Brush, Jabez

M. Gilbert; 1819, Gam:iliel Benedict, Bradley Hull; 1820, Benjamin

Lynes, Elijah Hawley; 1821, Benjamin Lynes, Aaron Lee; 1822,

Aaron Lee, Lot Forrester
;
1823, Aaron Lee, Riah Nasli

; 1824, Wil-

liam Hawley, Richard Randall; 1825, John F. King, Wm. Crocker;

182G, Jesse S. Bradley, John F. King; 1827, Jesse S. Bradley, Jabez

M. Gilbeit; 1828, Jabez M. Gilbert, Lot Forrester; 1829, Jesse S.

Bradley, Aaron Lee; 1830, Aaron Lee, Ebenezer Hawley; 1831,

Ebenezer Hawley, Gamaliel N. Benedict; 1832, Walter Dauchy,

Thomas St. John ;
1833, Thomas St. John, William Sherwood; 1834,

Ebenezer Hawley, Gamaliel N. Benedict
;
1835-30, Aaron Lee, Joseph

C. Sears
;
1837-38, Czar Jones, l\Iajor Boughton

;
1839, Thadeus Kee-

ler (2^1, Eli Rockwell; 1840, Keeler Dauchy, Eli Rockwell; 1841,

William Lee, Samuel S. Olmsted; 1842, William Lee, Joseph C.

* UpecUd Session—Abner Gilbert, Jr., Nathan Dauchy.

Sears; 1843, Albin Jennings, Ebenezer Hawley; 1844, Ebenezer
Hawley, Major Boughton; 1845, Harvey Smith, Hezekiah Scott;

1840, Chauncey Olmste.ad, Neliemiah Keeler
; 1847, .\.bijah Kessequie,

Benjamin D. Norris ; 1848, George Keeler, Francis A. Rockwell

;

1849, David Scott, Richard L. Gilbert; 1850, Hiram K. Scott, David

Hurlburt; 1851, Russell B. Keeler, Robert C. Edmonds; 1852, Har-
vey K. Smith, James Smith; 1853, Edward Williams, Samuel M.
Smith; 1854, Samuel S. Olmstead, Timothy Jones; 1855, Jesse S.

Bradley, Charles Smith
; 1850, William Howe, AVilliam M. Lynes

;

1857, Benjamin K. Northrop, Hiram 0. Nash
;
1858, Jacob Dauchy,

Ebenezer Jones; 1850, Edward H. Smith, Ebenezer B. Sanford;

1800, William Lee, John T. Rockwell
; 1801, Samuel Scott, Benjamin

K. Northrop; 1802, Charles Smith (2J), Jared N. Olmstead
;
1803, Ja-

red N. Olmstead, Charles Smith (2<i^
;
1804, Abner Gilbert, Samuel S

St. John
;
1805, Hiram 0. Nash, E. W. Keeler; 1800, Albert Scott, C.

W. Slauson
; 1807, Henry Smitli, F. A. Rockwell

; 1808, Wm. 0. Sey-

mour, George Boughton : 1809, Wm. 0. Seymour, H. K. Smith
; 1870,

Daniel L. Adams, Daniel Hunt
;
1871, Peter P. Corneu, John S. Kee-

ler; 1S72, Elijah L. Tliomas, George Boughton
;
1873, H. K. Smith,

Edward H. Smith
; 1874, P. C. Lounsbury, L. C. Seymour : 1875, Na-

than Lounsbury, Iia S. Keeler
;
1870, Samuel J. Barlow, Simon

Couch; 1877, Aaron Lee, Matthew Betts
; 1878, Sereno S. Hurlbutt,

David H. Valden; 1879, Beiij. K. Northrop, Charles B. Northrop;

1880, Aaron W. Lee, John D. Nash.

TOWN-HOUSES.

The fir.st town-house was erected in 1743, at a cost

of seventy-nine pounds seventeen shillings

:

" The House, voted to be built for y use of y Town, is to be con-

structed in the manner following—viz—to be one Story high, 20 feet

long, 18 feet wide, and a chimney at one end, quite across y« house—to

be covered with good cedar shingles—3 feet long, if laid upon sawed

lath—and if y shingles be IS inches or 2 feet— if laid on sawed boards

—to be well closed with clapboards and door—two good floors,—to be

well ceield w ith white wood boards—with three Windows —one of the

said windows to be on y« back side of y" house—20 in wide, and two

feet long,—y' other two windows, each to have 3 feet and one half of

glass—and the casement to run into y wall—a good hearth—a well

fastened bench raised within side of ye house—a good lock and key to y*^

door,—to be well uuderpined

—

y jambs and y« top of y chimney to be

well painted—
" The above said house, Gamaliel Northrop hath made an offer to build

y» same, according to y description .above mentioned—for 79£ 17s old

tenure, and to be finished by y first day of December next—To being

paid 50£ by y« first of April ne.vt, and ye said Gamaliel Northrop do

promise.—In witness my hand this 29 day of December, 1743.

"Gam-iliei, Nokthbop.
" In presence of

" TiMO 1 HY Keeler.
" Joseph Folliot

This house, says the Rev. Mr. Teller, in his " His-

tory of Ridgefield," 1878, "stood in the southwest

corner of Mrs. Irad Hawley 's yard, immediately in

front of the Congregational lecture-room." In the

foUoAving year it was removed to a ])oint " south of

the pound," which was probably south of Mrs. Nathan
Smith's i^resent residence."

This continued to be used both as a school-house

and a town-house until 1776, when the old house was

given to the iDroprietors of the Independent school-

house to*be used in finishing that house, " provided

that the said Independent school-house shall be used

for town and society meetings."

After the removal of the Independent school-house

town-meetings were held in the churches until 1830,

when the lower part of the Masonic Hall was made
use of for that purpose. Meetings were held here

until the erection of the present town-house, which
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was completed in 187G, at a cost of six thousand

dollars.
THE POUND.

The first pound i)roba))ly stood on the church-

green, near the first tovyn-housc.

Dec. 24, 1753, it was

" Voted, Tliiit tlierc be a new Pound Iiiiilt in .v«lnne northward of wliero

David Sc:ott lives—and to lio :iO ft, in lengtli and L'.') feet in lireadlli—and

to Consist or lie built vvitli i .Sills, 4 I'latoH, and four new Posts, and Kiglit

Braces— all of good Sound Wliite oak timlier, bewn Square and well

framed together and to be fi feet between y sills and plates."

"Annual Town Meeting legally Warned and liolilen in nidgeficld on

ye ]4ih (lay of December A.n. 1795.

" Voted, That a Pound bo built y° Soutli side the RocUs, in the Street

on y west side the Path near Samuel Stebliin's Dwelling House, not to

contain more ground in it than is eijual to forty feet square."

This pound was located on the spot where Gen.

Arnold's horse was shot from under him at the battle

of Ridgefield.

JERUSALEM LODGE, NO. 49, F. AND A. M.

This lodge was chartered on the 19th day of Octo-

ber, 1808, with the following officers : Master, Daniel

Jones ; Senior Warden, Daniel Bouton ; Junior

Warden, Philip Bradley; Trcas., Gen. Joshua King;

Sec, Benjamin S. Smith ; Senior Deacon, John Wa-
terous; Junior Deacon, Jacob Northrup

;
Tiler, Lot

Forre.ster. The first lodge-meeting was held at the

house of Amos Smith, Nov. 30, 1808. Abijah Resse-

guie was initiated Oct. 13, 1812, and is now living and

running the old Ridgefield Hotel, commonly known
as Resseguie's Hotel. He is nearly sixty-eight years

old in Masonry. His form is bent, but his mind is

clear and active as ever.

The following are the names of the Worshipful

Masters in the order in which they were elected

:

Thaddeus Olmstead, Jacob Dauchy, Jeremiah Mead,

James S. Waterous, Lewis Olmstead, William Crocker,

Philip Bradley, David Keeler, Erastus S. Bouton,

Sherwood Mead, Hezekiah Scott, Hiram K. Scott,

David Dauchy, Samuel Scott, Chas. Smith, Jr., Aaron

G. H. Hurlbutt, William S. Todd, Samuel J. Barlow,

Jacob L. Dauchy, Chas. B. Northrop.

The officers of the lodge for the year 1880 are : W.
M., Chas. B. Northrop ; S. W., A. G. Paddock ; J. W.,

Hiram K. Scott; Treas., Lewis C. Seymour; Sec,

Wm. S. Todd. The present membership is fifty.

JERUSALEM CHAPTER, ROYAL ARCH MASONS.

A charter was granted May 12, 1825, with officers

as follows : High Priest, Jeremiah Mead
;
King,

David Banks; Scribe, William Crocker.

The following have been the High Priests of the

chapter since its organization : William Crocker

;

Hezekiah Scott, 1827-Gl ; Hiram K. Scott, 1861-73;

Wm. S. Todd, 1873-80.

The following are the present officers: H. P., Wm.
S. Todd ; P. S., F. L. Smith

;
King, Sherwood

;

R. A. C, Chas. O. Olmstead; Scribe, Lewis A. Reed;

3d Veil, J. L. Dauchy; Trcas., Wm. W. Seymour;
2d Veil, Samuel J. Barlow

;
Sec, Hiram K. Scott ; 1st

Veil, Arthur N. Benedict; C. of H., Chjw. A. Jen-

nings; 'I'iler, Ivcwis C. Seymour. Tlie chapter has

twenty-three members.

PrLGRIM LODGE, NO. 40, I. 0. 0. F.

The lodge was chartered in July, 1847. Tlie first

officers ele(;ted were : N. (i., .lames Scott ^ 2d) ; V. G.,

Augustus Lyon
;
Sec, Lewis H. I'ailey

;
Treas., Hereno

S. Hurlbutt. All of tliem are living and members in

good standing.

The following have been Noble Grands of tlie lodge

up to the present time : Augustus Lyon, Lewis H.
Bailey, Daniel Lovejoy, James P. Siriith, Sereno S.

Hurlbutt, Hiram K. Scott, John Borden, Samuel H.
Northrop, John W. Miller-, Samuel Lobdell, Richard

Studwcll, H. D. Taylor, Harvey M. Bouton, Cha.s. A.

Stnith, Samuel C. Hawley, John R. Sherwood, Wm.
Bennett, Alonzo Byington, Sylvester C. Canfield,

Jacob L. Dauchy, Abram S. Nash, Nathan Perry,

Ezra M. Bennett, Fred L. Smith, Wm. R. Hoyt.

The officers now serving are : N. G., Hiram K.
Scott; V. G., Morris G. Bultery; Sec, Geo. I. Ab-
bott; Treas., Lewis H. Bailey. The number of mem-
bers in good standing is thirty-nine.

GRAND LIST, IS79.

4C5 hoises, witli two acres to each $340,006
18,882 aci es of land 41.4,181

o9 mills and stores li,U(K)

430 hoises 21,9:18
1849 cattle 37,921)
Sheep, in value 342
173 can iages 8,070
Farming utensils, etc ;i.-)0

Clocks, watches, etc 1,400
Pianos 2,825
Household furniture and libraries 4,550
Bank stock 29,997
Bonds 28,.')0O

Invested in trade 21,90il
Investeil in manufactures 5,11)0
Money at interest 44,:!;!2

Money on hand ;)l,S(H)

Sl,07o,.V2.j

Ten per cent, added l'i,:Ui)

Deducted for indebtedness 9,729

Making net assessment Sl,u7G,10G

MILITARY RECORD.

THE FRENX'II .\ND IXDI.\X W.\R.

In the contest known as the French and Indian

war Ridgefield contributed its full share both of men
and means.

At a town-meeting held Sept. 20, 1748, " it wa.«

voted by a major vote that the powder and load there

was taken up by the soldiers that went for us to guard
the upper towns the present year should be paid in a

town way, amounting to tlie sum of £6, old tenure."

James Resscguie and Vivus Dauchy, two residents

of the town, arc known to have died in this war.

W.VK OF THE REVOLITIOX.

The detailed history of Ridgefield in the war of
the Revolution will be fouml on previous pages in

this work. Here is a}ipeiuled the muster-roll of Capt.

Gamaliel Northrup's company, a.d. 177(5, probably
the first company organized in the town to serve in

the war

:
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Captain, Gamaliel Northnip.

First Lieutenant, James Betts.

Second Lieutenant, John St. John.

Ensign, Ebenezer Olmstead.

Sergeants, Thaddeus Keeler, Aaron Comstock, Gamaliel Osborn, Sal-

mon Hubbell.

Corporals, Benajah Northrup, Alvin Hyatt, John Thomas, "William

Lee.

Drummer, John Joyce.

Fifer, Samuel De Forest.

Privates, Seth Baker, John Bennett, Abraham Betts, Stephen Beers,

Dennis Collins, Ammon Craw, Arthur Forester, Moses Gilbert, Jared

Hine, David Ilall, Newton Iline, Levi Keeler, Uriah Keeler, David La-

ruke, Jeremiah Mead, JIathew Mead, Nathaniel Northrup, James Nichols,

Enoch Olmstead, Jeremiah Olmstead, Isaac Olmstead, Bartholomew Par-

sons, Stephen Remington, Silas Kockwell, Nathaniel Sterling, Phineas

Sherwood, Albert Stuart, Asa Scribner, William Scott, Joseph Trowbridge,

Peter Tuttle, Hezekiah Whitlock, EleazerWatrous, TliomasWoodbridge,

Israel White, Jabez Keeler, David Hoyt, Joseph Jackson, Thomas Jarvis,

Reuben Jackson, Lockwood Keeler, Elijah Kellogg, Aaron Keeler,

Trowbridge Bennett, Josiah Taylor, Gamaliel Benedict, Barnabas Hug-

lin, Ezekiel Whitney, Seth Hubbell, Samuel Holmes.

WAR OF THE REBELLION.

Eidgefield was one of the first towns in the State to

respond to the President's call for troops and to ex-

press her loyalty to the old flag.

MILITARY RECORD.

The following is a list of those who represented the

town in the war of the Rebellion :

Aveiy, Treadwell, 1st Art., Co. E; must. Jan. 5,1864; disch. Sept. 25,

1805.

Austin, David, 17th Begt., Co. C ; must. Aug. 11, 1862 ; disch. July 10,

18G5.

Austin, Hiram, 17th Eegt., Co. C ; must. Aug. 11, 1862 ; disch. Sept. 25,

1863.

Austin, Jacob, 17th Eegt., Co. C ; must. Aug. 11, 1862; disch. July 19,

1865.

Avery, W. Charles, 17th Eegt., Co. C ; must. Aug. 11, 1862 ; disch. Jan.

19, 1863.

Avery, William, 17th Eegt., Co. C ; must. Jan. 6, 1864.

Avaunt, William, 17th Eegt., Co. C ; must. Jan. 15, 1862 ; disch. March

29, 1863.

Brown, Franklin, 17th Regt., Co. C ; must. Jan. 13, 1862 ; disch. Feb. 24,

1863.

Brown, Jeffei-son, 17tli Regt., Co. C ; must. Jan. 12, 1862 ; disch. Oct. 20,

1863.

Brown, Nehemiah, 17th Regt., Co. C ; must. Jan. 12, 1862 ; disch. Sept.

25, 1865.

Benedict, Charles H, 17th Regt., Co. C ; must. Aug. 12, 1862 ; disch. Feb.

26, 1863.

Bennett, Alfred, 17th Regt., Co. C ; must. July 26, 1862 ; disch. Jan. 17,

1863.

Brinkerhoff, B. F., 17th Regt., Co. C; must. Julyl3, 18G2; disch. July

19, 1865.

Benjamin, C. M., 9th Regt., Co. K; must. April 1, 1862 ; disch. April 25,

1862.

Buit, Francis E., 10th Regt, Co. G; must. Oct. 2, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 16,

1865.

Burt, Charles H., 10th Regt., Co. G ; must. Feb. 26, 1862; disch. Sept. 11,

1864.

Baxter, Samuel B., 11th Eegt., Co. B ; must. Dec. 16, 18R3; disch. Oct. 25,

1864.

Bates, Francis H., 12th Eegt., Co. E ; must. Dec. 31, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12,

1865.

Brown, James P., 15th Eegt., Co. B ; must. Aug. 6, 1862 ; disch. June 27,

1865.

Bradley, D. B., 23d Eegt., Co. G ; must. Sept. 7, 1802 ; disch. July 7, 1863.

Burt, Stephen, 23d Eegt., Co. G ; must. Sept. 7, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31,

1863.

Barker, William E., 23d Regt., Co. K ; must. Sept. 5, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31,

1863.

Bentley, Benjamin, must. Oct. 23, 1803.

Bahreng, Ernest, must. Nov. 7, 1803.

Beers, Charles, 1st Art., Co. E; must. Jan. 5, 1864; disch. Sept. 25, 1865.

Betts, William H., 5th Eegt., Co. G ; must. March 17, 1862 ; disch. Oct. 17,

1863.

Boyle, Richard, must. Oct. 20,1863.

Burns, John, must. Oct. 20, 1863.

Burr, Daniel D., 17th Regt, Co. G ; must. Aug. 13, 1862 ; disch. July 19,

1865.

Carney, Lawrence, 17th Regt., Co. G ; must. Aug. 14, 1862; disch. July

1, 1863.

Creeden, William, 17th Regt., Co. G; must. Aug. 13, 1862; disch. July

19, 1865.

Coe, Henry, .5th Regt; must July 22, 1861.

Casey, William E., loth Regt., Co. B ; nmst. Feb. 5, 1862 ; disch. Jan. 6,

1SG5.

Canfield, S. C, 15th Eegt., Co. B; must Aug. 6,1862; disch. June 27,

1865.

Compton, Joseph, must. .Tan. 5, 1864.

Dauchy, J. L., 11th Regt., Co. A ; must Oct 24, 1861; disch. Sept 13,

1865.

De Forrest, Sylvester, 11th Eegt., Co. A; must. Oct 24, 1861 ; disch. Dec.

20, 1862.

Davis, James W., 12th Eegt., Co. E ; must. Dec. 31, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12,

1865.

Dykcman, Nirum, 17th Regt., Co. G; must. Aug. 11, 1862; disch. Nov.

17, 1862.

Dove, D. G., 17th Regt., Co. G ; must. Aug. 13, 1862 ; disch. July 19,

1805.

Dickens, Charles H., 17th Regt., Co. G ; must Aug. 11, 1802 ; disch. Jan.

14, 1863.

Dann, Levi, 23d Eegt., Co. E ; must. Sept. 5, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Davis, George, must. Oct. 24, 1803.

Degeneres, Charles, must. Oct. 22, 1863.

Devins, George, must. Sept. 23, 1801.

Edmond, E. H., 17th Eegt., Co. G ; must. Aug. 11, 1802 ; disch. Feb. 27,

1863.

Enright, James, 23d Regt, Co. G ; must Sept 7, 1862; disch. Aug. 31,

1803.

Finch, N. A., 17th Regt., Co. G; must Aug. 14, 1862; disch. July 19,

1865.

Fry, John G., 17tb Reg., Co. G; must Aug. 13, 1862; disch. Jan. 18,

1863.

Foote, Gains St. John, 17th Regt., Co. H ; must. Aug. 16, 1862 ; disch.

Nov. 17, 1803.

Faroon, Robert, 17th Regt., Co. C ; must. Aug. 12, 1802 ; disch. May,

1863.

Fo.\, Aaron, must. Sept. 23, 1861.

Godfrey, George F., 17th Regt., Co. G; must. Aug. 13, 1862 ; disch. July

19, 1865.

Gilbert, Smith, 17th Eegt., Co. G ; must. Aug. 14, 1862 ; disch. Feb. 14,

1803.

Gregory, David, 17th Regt., Co. G ; must. Aug. 13, 1862 ; disch. Dec. 10,

1862.

Gilbert, John, 5th Eegt., Co. A ; must. July 22, 1861 ; disch. July 22,

1864.

Gilbert, George, 5tli Regt, Co. E; must. July 22, 1801; disch. Aug. 5,

1804.

Gilbert, Edwin B., 5th Eegt, Co.E; must July 22, 1861; disch. July 19,

1805.

Grumman, Frederick A., 5th Regt., Co. E; must. March 3, 1804; disch.

Sept 7, 1864.

Godfrey, Sylvester, 8th Regt., Co. H ; nmst. Sept. 23, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 18,

1864.

Gage, Edwin B., lltli Eegt., Co. A ; must. Oct. 24, 1861 ; disch. Dec. 21,

1865.

Gage, Rhomanza, 11th Regt., Co. A ; must Oct. 24, 1861 ; disch. May 10,

1862.

Gilbert, Charles F., 12th Regt., Co. E ; must. Nov. 30, 1861 ; disch. July 3,

1805.

Grannis, John H., 17th Eegt, Co. C ; must. July 20, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 30,

1864.

Gray, George, 17th Eegt., Co. G ; must. Aug. 15, 1862 ; disch. March 28,

1803.

Gilbert, Charles, 23d Eegt, Co. G; must. Oct 31, 1802 ;
disch. Aug. 31,

1863.

Gage, Seely, 23d Eegt,, Co. K ; must Sept. 6, 1862.

Gibbons, Edward, must, Oct 24, 1863.

Gilbert, Charles, must, Oct. 22, 1863.
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Harrington, Jolin II., 17th Eegt, Co. G; nnist. Aug. 11, 1802; disch.

July .19, 18G5.

Hoyt, John W., 17th Regt, Co.G; must. Aug. 12, 1802 ;
discli. Juno 28,

1863.

Hull, Silas, 17th Begt., Co. G ; must. Aug. iri, 1802; disfli. March 2h,

1803.

Holmes, J. \V., 17th Kegt., Co. G ; must. July 20, 1802 ; disch. June 8,

1804.

Hall, Ezra S., 17th Regt., Co. G ; must. Aug. 12, 1802 ; di^ch. Jan. 27,

1863.

Hendricks, Henry, 8th Eegt., Co. H; must. Sept. 23, 1801 ; disch. May
I, 1865.

Huhbell, Frank, 8th Rogt., Co. II ; must. Sept. 23, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 22,

1804.

Hendricks, David, must. Sept. 23, 1801.

Judd, Horace I., 17th Kegt., Co. G ; must. Aug. 13, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 12,

1805.

Jennings, Charles A., 17th Regt., Co.G; must. Aug. 13, 1802; disch.

July 1, 1805.

Jennings, William H., 17th Begt., Co. G; must. Aug. 13, 1802; disch.

March 9, 1865.

Jarvis, J. J., 17th Regt, Co. G; must. Aug. 11, 1802 ; disch. July 19, 1805.

Juergens, Theodore, 6th Kegt., Co. C ; must. Oct. 11, 1803 ; disch. Aug.

II, 1805.

John, Frederick, must. Oct. 24, 1803.

Johnson, Samuel J., must. Nov. 3, 1803.

Johnson, William L., must. Dec. 22, 1863.

Knapp, Henry, 1st Art., Co. E ; must. Jan. 5, 1864 ;
disch. Sept. 25, 1805.

Knapp, Lewis, 1st Art., Co. E ; must. Jan. 5, 1864 ; disch. Sept. 25, 1805.

Keeler, 0. H., oth Regt., Co. A ; must. July 22, 1801; disch. July 22, 1804.

Keeler, Bufus D., 5th Kegt, Co. K; must. March 17,1862; disch. Dec. 19,

1802.

Keeler, Smith, 10th Regt., Co. G ; must. Oct. 9, 1861 ; disch. Dec. 10, 1862.

Keeler, EllJ., 17th Regt., Co. G; must. Aug. 11, 1802; disch. July 19,

1805.

Klinefelter, J. C, 23d Regt., Co. G ; must. Sept. 7, 1802; disch. Aug. 31,

1803.

Keeler, Oscar H., must. July 22, 1861.

Lockwood, Andrew, 17th Kegt., Co. G; must. Aug. 13, 1862; disch. July

19, 1865.

Lee, A. W., 17th Regt., Co. G ; must. Aug. 11, 1802 ; disch. July 19, 1865.

Lockwood, William II., 5th Regt., Co. A; must. July 22, 1861 ; disch. July

19, 1865.

Lannon, Patrick, 11th Regt., Co. A; must. Oct. 24, 1861; disch. Oct. 24,

1864.

lounsbury, P. C, 17th Regt., Co. C ; must. Aug. 11, 1862 ; disch. Dec. 24,

1863.

Les, Jort, must. Oct. 22, 1863.

Lloyd, Michael, must. Jan. 5, 1864.

Mead, Smith, 5th Regt., Co. A ; must. July 22, 1801 ; disch. March 14,

1803.

Meriitt, William M., 7th Begt, Co. D; must. Sept. 5, 1801; disch. Sept.

12, 1804.

Moffatt, Edward, 7th Regt., Co. D ; must. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 12,

1804.

Mead, Benjamin L., 13th Regt., Co. B; must. Feb. 5, 1802; disch. Nov.

14, 1865.

Mead, Jeremiah 0., 17th Regt., Co. G ; must. Aug. 13, 1802 ; disch. July

19, 18'55.

Main, James C., 17th Regt, Co. G; must Aug. 11, 1802 ; disch. July 19,

1805.

Monroe, A. L., 17th Regt., Co. G; must. Aug. 11, 1802; disch. Dec. 29,

1802.

McConnell, John, 17th Regt., Co.G; must Aug. 11, 1802; disch. July

19, 1805.

Mead, R. N., 17th Regt., Co. G; must Aug. 11, 1S02; disch. Nov. 29,

1S62.
y

Maher, Dennis, must Oct. 21, 1863.

Northrop, David (2d), 17tli Kegt., Co. G ; n\ust. Aug. 13, 1862 ; disch. July

19, 1865.

Nickerson, B. V., 17tli Regt., Co. G; must. Aug. 11,1862; disch. April 13,

1863.

Northrop, John, 7th Regt., Co. D ; must. Oct. 30, 1863 ; disch. Aug. IS,

1804.

Osterman, Frank, must. Oct. 24, 1863.

Oakley, Miles, nuist. Jan. 5, 1864.

Piatt, Alfred, Ist Art., Co. B; must. Jan. 22, 1802 ; disch. Sept. 25, 1805.
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Phelan, S. S., Ist Ai t, (>>. G; must Dec. 9, 1803; dlwjh. April 7, 1805.

Piatt, Charles, 10th Kegt, Co. G ; must Dec. 11, 18<i:i; diwJi. Aug. 25,

1805.

Piatt, George, 10th Kegt, Oj. G ; must. IXc. II, 18C3; diHch. Aug. 2.5,

1865.

Payne, Thomas, 11th Regt , Co. A ; must Oct. 24, 1861 ; disch. April 27,

1862.

Pickett E. D., 17th Regt., Co. G; nnist. Aug. 9, 1802; die<;h. July 1,

1803.

Prichard, William, must. Oct 22, 1803.

Rasco, C. B., 17tli Regt, Co. G: must. Aug. II, 1802; disch. Dec. 10,

1862.

Rich, Jared, 17th Kegt., Co. G; must. .Sept. 2, 1802 ; di8<;h. Dec. 4, 18C2.

Khan, C. A., 17th Rogt, Co. G; must. Aug. 12, 1802; disch. July 10,

1805.

Roche, James T., 2d Art., Co. I; must .Ian. 29, 1864; di»ch. Aug. 18,

1805. f

Rasco, James, 5th Rogt., Co. A; must. July 22, 18C1; digch. Nov. 10,

1862.

Ruggles, Elbert, 13th Regt., Co. B ; must. Feb. 18, 1802; disc-h. April 2\
1804.

Buggies, Sidney B., 13th Kegt., Co. B ; must. Feb. 5, 1862 ; disch. April

25, 1865.

Raymond, Amos, 17th Regt., Co. C; must July 19, 1802; disch. July 10,

1805.

Ruff, Anthony, must. Oct 22, 1803.

Rowley, John, must. Nov. 2, 1863.

Scot, John A., must. Jan. 5, 18M.

Smith, S.H., 17th Regt., Co. G; must Aug. 11, 1802; disch. July 10

1865.

Stevens, Levi B., 1st Art, Co. E ; must. Dec. 21, 1863 ; disch. Sept 25,

1865.

Selleck, Eben, 1st Art., Co. I ; must Jan. 5, 1804 ; disch. Sept 25, 1805.

Scofleld, 0. K., 7th Regt, Co. D; must Sept 5,1801; disch. July 20,

1865.

Stone, Irving, 7th Regt. ; must. June 11 , 1863 ; disch. July 31, 1803.

Smith, A. V. S., 8th Regt, Co. II ; must. Oct 10, 1801 ; disch. Jan. 20,

1864.

Sturges, Frederick L., 13th Kegt., Co. B ; must. Feb. 5, 1802 ; disch. Dec.

12, 1862.

Smith, Charles, Jr., 17th Regt, Co. G; nmst Aug. 11, 1862; disch. July

19, 1865.

Seymotir, Fr. E., 17th Regt, Co.G; must Aug. 15, 1802; disch. April

20, 1803.

Smith, Allen, 17th Regt, Co. G ; must Aug. 13, 1802 ; disch. July 19,

1805.

Stevens, George W., 17th Regt., Co. G ; must. Aug. 14, 1802 ; disch. July

19, 1805.

Smith, David E., 23d Regt, Co. E ; must. Sept 5, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31,

1863.

Thomas, John, 8th Regt , Co. II ; must. March 14, 1861 ; disch. May 19,

1865.

Ulmer, Charles, must. ,Tan. 5, 1S04.

Van Scoy, John A., 13th Regt., Co.- B ; must. Feb. 20, 1862 ; disch. Nov.

27, 1804.

Viely, John, must. Oct. 21, 1863.

Williams, Sylvester, 17th Regt, Co. G; must. Aug. 12, 1S02; disch. July

19, 1805.

Wood, George L., 17th Regt., Co. G ; must. Aug. 13, 1802 ; disch. Feb. 13,

1864.

Williams, Hawlcy, 8th Eegt., Co. H ; must. Sept 23. 1861 ; disch. Dec.

12, 1805.

Williams, Sidney, 8th Regt., Co. H ; must Sept. 23, 1861 ; disch. Dec. 12,

1805.

Warren, K\ifus, 17th Kegt., Co. C ; nuist. Aug. 11, 1862 ; disch. July 17,

1803.

Whitlock, Joseph II., 17th Regt., Co. C : must .Tuly 25, 1802.

Whitlock, Nephi, ITth Regt., Co. C ; nuist July 25, 1S62 ; disch. July 24,

1805.

White, E. P., 17th Regt, Co.G; must Aug. 11, 1SG2; disch. Aug. 10,

1805.

Word, George L., n>ust. Aug. 13, 1862 ; disch, Feb. 13, 1SC4.

Weed, William A., must. Jan. 5, 1804.

Walters, John M., must. July 25, 1802.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

SAMUEL SYDNEY ST. JOHN.

Samuel Sydney St. John traces his descent from

the original settler of that name, as shown in tlie gen-

ealogy of the family herewith appended.

His father, Thomas St. John of the seventh gen-

eration, married Anna Gray, daughter of Joseph and

Lydia (Keeler) Gray, of Eidgebury. Sydney was the

only child, and was born Sept. 6, 1806, at Ridgebury.

His father removed to New York City when Sydney

was twelve years old, i-emaining there ten years, dur-

ing which time his son enjoyed the educational ad-

vantages of a large city, graduating at Columbia Col-

lege in 1828. Sydney, soon after graduating, returned

to Eidgebury and opened a store. Sept. 13, 1829, he

was married to Lucy Amy, youngest daughter of

Eliphalet and Eunice (Hull) Brush. Their children

were Thomas Platl (deceased), John Watson (de-

ceased), and Mary Anna. The last was married to

Smith G. Hunt, and settled at Brewster's, N. Y.,

where he died, leaving two children,—Sydney St. J.

and Emeline Keeler Hunt.

In 1832, Mr. St. John removed to Eidgefi eld village,

opening there a classical and commercial school.

This school was Avell patronized by the citizens of

Eidgefield and adjoining towns, receiving also many
pupils from New York City, many of whom were pre-

pared for Yale and other colleges.

In 1837, Mr. St. John was elected to tlie Senate

from his district. In 1841 he accepted a jjositiou in

the Mechanics' Society School, New York City, and

in 1843 he was appointed principal of the Ward School

No. 26, in the Fourth Ward, and intrusted with

the care not only of the several departments of

that school, but also with the general suj^ervision of

the other schools of the ward, comprising, in the ag-

gregate, more than four thousand pupils. This posi-

tion he held until he left New York, in 1859. He
served as commissioner of schools in the Board of

Education of the city of New York for the years

1848-49. For seventeen years he was vestryman in

the Church of the Epiphany (Eev. Lot Jones), having

been confirmed in this church in 1842. In 1859 he

returned to his farm in Eidgebury. In 1864 he rep-

resented the town of Eidgefield in the Legislature.

In the death of his eldest and only surviving son,

which occurred Oct. 13, 1865, Mr. St. John experi-

enced a grievous loss. Thomas Piatt St. John was a

young man of more than ordinary promise. His death

is thus noticed in an obituary : "Thomas Piatt St. John
graduated at Columbia College at the age of eighteen.

His frank and genial nature and well-developed con-

versational jjowers made him an agreeable companion
to all. Intending himself for the legal profession, on
leaving college he entered the law school of New
Haven, then under Judge Bissell, and continued there

during two terms. Eeturning to New York, he com-

pleted his studies in the office of an eminent lawyer.

It was about this time that he entered the arena of

politics, and with an enthusiasm seldom found in one

so young. At all the gatherings of his party he took a

prominent part, advocating what he considered to be

right with a fearlessness only equaled by his elo-

quence. In 1851, when at the age of twenty-one, he

represented the Thirteenth Assembly District of the

city of New York in the Legislature of that State, and
was re-elected the following year. He was an able

writer, and contributed frequently to the press in prose

and verse, often surprising his immediate circle of

friends by the variety and extent of his reading. He
was a great admirer of Shakspeare, and would quote

with remarkable accuracy voluminous portions of that

celebrated author. Preferring the life of a farmer, he

accompanied his father on his return to Eidgebury.

The death of his wife, in February, 1864, was followed

by deep despondency on his part, and a presentiment

that he would not long survive her. This proved

but too true." .
.

' .

The families of Mr. and Mrs. St. John are true rep-

resentatives of New England character. As private

citizens, discharging their duties in such a manner as

to entitle them to the respect of their fellows, and

whenever called to positions of trust they have per-

formed their duties with fidelity and integrity.

Thomas St. John was postmaster at Eidgebury

from 1835 till his death ; was for several years justice

of the peace, and member of the Legislature from his

town for the years 1832, '33. He died March 4, 1848.

Joseph Gray, a native of Eedding, was one of the

first to volunteer in the war of the Eevolution. He
accompanied Arnold in his perilous march through

the wilderness, and was present at the execution of

the boy deserter at Eedding. His brother, Lieut.

Nathaniel Gray, was killed in the battle of Eidgefield,

April 23, 1777.

Eliphalet Bi'ush was born in New Fairfield. He
served in the Eevolutionary war, and was the first to

fire on the British at the burning of Danbury. His

brother Thomas in this action had a bullet pass

through the crown of his hat, without, however, in-

jury to the owner. Capt. Brush was at the battle of

Long Island, and on its retreat to New York his di-

vision encamped in Trinity churchyard. His old

" long gun" is still kept in the family as a cherished

relic. Capt. Brush was a representative from Eidge-

field in the Legislature for 1800 and 1801. He died

in 1847, at the age of more than ninety-seven.

Eunice Hull was the eldest daughter of Jedediah

and Mary Chapman Hull. Lieut. Hull was at the

assault on Quebec, and at the side of Montgomery

when that hei'o fell. Mary Chapman was the daugh-

ter of Eev. Daniel Chapman, who was educated at

Oxford. He was the son of Hon. Eobert Chapman,

who came from England with Lords Say, Seal, and

Brook. A portrait of Mary Chapman, painted in

1743, is in possession of the family.
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RIDGEFIELD.

Samuel Sydney St. John's earliest predilection was

for the law. He was admitted to the bar while re-

siding in New York, and, although never making any

pretentions as a practitioner, yet liis counsel is often

solicited. His last employment at teaching has been to

so far revive his classical studies as to enable him to

prepare his grandson for Columbia College, where he

is now a member of the sophomore class. Mr. St. John

is passing the evening of his days in the supervision of

his form, and in the enjoyment of a library well sup-

plied with the works of ancient and modern authors.

His farm and its surroundings possess many places

of historic interest. On the ridge first east of the

Congregational church the French army under Ilo-

chambeau encamped while on its way to the decisive

conflict at Yorktown ; a little to the south stood the

house once owned by Samuel Kecler, where Gen.

Washington on two occasions spent a night when

traveling between Peekskill and Hartford ; the house

in which he was born and now lives was fired into by

the British under Tryon while on thoir hurried march

from Danbury to Ridgeficld.

Sept. 13, 1879, Mr. and Mrs. St. John celebrated

the fiftieth anniversary of their marriage, on which

occasion more than one hundred of their kindred

were present.

DAVID II. VALDEN.

David H. Valden is of Holland descent, and was

born in Ridgefield, June 15, 1828. His father came

to the latter place when he was quite a young man
and engaged with J. M. Gilbert as a journeyman

tanner and currier, having learned the trade pre-

viously in Philadelphia.

He was married soon after to Mary, daughter of R.

Stevens, of Ridgefield, and their children were Eliza

(deceased)
;
Sarah, now Mrs. Wni. Slosson, of New

Canaan
;
Maria, now Mrs. John Robinson, of Danby,

N. Y.
;
Anna, now Mrs. Levi Snyder, living in Michi-

gan ; and David H., subject of our sketch.

David H. Valden was taken when an infant by his

grandmother, who lived in Tompkins Co., N. Y., and

was kept by her until his ninth year, when he returned

to Ridgefield. Early thrown upon his own resources,

he developed an independence and self-reliance that

have made him the man he is. At the age of eighteen

he began the trade of his father, that of tanner and

currier, and in 1857 he engaged in the business on his

own account in that part of the town of Ridgefield

called Titticus.

In 1852 he was married to Sarah A., youngest

daughter of George and (Slosson) Weed, of

Darien, Conn. Their children—Charles H., Lewis

L., and Minnie D.—are living.

In 1857, Mr. Valden purchased the Gilbert tannery

at Titticus, together with the farm, water privilege,

etc., afterwards buying the Samuel S. Olmstead place,

on which he has erected his beautiful residence, a

view of which is elsewliere shown in this work.

In 1877, Mr. Valden represented his town in the

State Legislature. In i)oliticK he is Rejmblican.

Mr. and Mrs. Valden, also their cliildren, are mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Ridgefield,

to the support of which they liberally contribute.

WILLIAM W. BEERS.

William W. Beers was born in Ridgefield, Conn.,

Sept. 11, 1821. His father,' Lewis Beers, followed

farming in Ridgefield. He was married early in

life to Rhoda, daughter ofSanmel and Rhoda Grcgorj-,

of Wilton. William W. was their only son.

William W. Beers enjoyed the best educational ad-

vantages the country aftbrded, and at the age of sev-

enteen began teaching in Ridgefield, teaching after-

wards in Bethel and Hawleyville, following the

profession for thirteen years.

In 1851 or 1852 he began his career as a merchant

in Branchville, where he contimied to reside till his

death, which occurred very suddenly, Aug. 20, 1879.

He began in a small way, at first keeping only lum-

ber, to which he afterwards added coal, then hardware

of all kinds, and later a general assortment of

crockery.

Mr. Beers was married twice. His first wife was

Paulina M. Edmunds, only daughter of Robert and

Abbey (Darling) Edmunds, of Ridgefield, Conn. The
issue of this marriage was twins, which were named
Carrie G. (now Mrs. Lewis L. Valden) and Mary E.

For his second wife he married Louisa, daughter of

Benjamin and Charlotte (Birchard) Gilbert, of Wil-

ton. Their children have been Louis G. and M.

Louisa.

William W. Beers was the first postmaster, also

the first station-agent on the Norwalk and Danbury

Railroad in Branchville.

Mr. Beers' death cast a gloom over the whole com-

munity, of which he was a shining member. All felt

that they had lost a valuable friend and the stricken

family a loving father. Strictly upright in all his

business transactions and rigidly honorable, he was

at the same time kindly benevolent, always ready to

help the poor and needy, and his door was always

open to the worthy but destitute wanderer.

In matters relating to the church Mr. Beers was

not active, but contributed liberally of his means to

support the gospel. Said the one officiating at his

funeral, " I have known the deceased only a year,

but at times I have known him to be ardent in his

feelings relating to Christianity."
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CHAPTER LXVII.

SHEHMAN.

Geographical— Topographical—Early Settlers— Physicians, etc.—The

Congregational Church—Mission Church—St. Polycarp's Church

—

KecoUections of Morgan Stuart—The Hoyt Murder—Civil and Mili-

tary History.

Sherman is the extreme northern town in Fair-

field County, and is bounded as follows : On the

north and east by Litchfield County ; on the south

by the town of New Fairfield ; and on the west by

Dutchess Co., N. Y. It is about nine miles in length,

with an average width of between two and three miles.

Its surface is uneven, consisting principally of high

hills and deep valleys. The soil is well adapted to

the raising of tobacco.

GRAND LIST FOR 1802.

The following is the grand list of the town of Sher-

man for 1802

:

Allen, Gideon 8381.26
Allen, Samuel 2U8.21
Allen, James 439.J1
Allen, John 207.62
Ackley, David 397.78

Briggs, Zephaniah 597.54
Barns, Stephen 136.55

Barns, William 180.36
Bartram, G 14.5.73

Barns, Andrew 78.78

Barns, Gerard 70.00

Barlow. David 600.70
.- Bostwick, William 90.68
Bostwick, David 14.1:1

Buck, Josiah 17.00
Buck, Daniel 49.95

Brownsun, Alfred C8.U0
Barhani, Isaac 97.0U
Barrit, John 67.00
Cordry, John 67 00
Clark, I. B 7.00

Cargo, Joel 289.47

Disbrow, Asa 122.20
Disbrow, Jesse 65.84
Button, Titus .'. 74.00
Graves, Ezra 663.53
Graves, Jedediah 65.00
Geddings, B. Gamaliel 192.36
Geddings, Jonathiiu - 454.83
Geddings, Jonathan, Jr 127.17
Geddings, William 201.98
Geddings, George 122.95
Geddings, David :.. GU.i 0
Geddings, Zebul.in 182.64
Geddings, William 67.00

Goiehani, Meher 212.55
Goreham, David 87.69
Gaylord, Ebenezer 7.U
Gaylord, Nathan 49.17
Gaylord, Aaron 6.12

Gayloid, David 6.80

Gaylord, Daniel 25.48
Goossill, Medad 70.00
Graves, Kuth 61.71
Gunnings, William 84.51
(iunnings, Andrew 178.25
Hnngerford, Ezra 246.65
Hun);erford, Horace 90.00
Hnngerford, Urical 200.70
Hungertord, Sirenus 70.00
Hungerford, Josiah 130.49
Hnngerford, Thomas 184.90
Hungerford, Levi 60.00
Hungerford, Jesse 77.00
Hoag, Samuel 644.00
Hubbel,John 96.90
Hubliel,Amoy 60.00

Holvter, Ebenezer 96.11

Hovt, Enoch 110 50
Hoinies, Thatford 206.67
Holmes, Walter 77.00
Hatch, John 150.80
Haws, E. B 141.73
Haws, Edniond 295.41

Havilon, Thomas 156.03
Hubbel, Levi 132.87
Ingersoll, Isaac 185.04
Kellog, Thomas 129.00

Foster, Asaph $29.50
Ilicheyar, Samuel 102.14
Stewart, Silvenus 363.85
Stewart, Elihu 236.91
Stewart, Nehemiah 104.34
Stewart. Abel 65.50
Stewart, Philo 60.00
Seelye, Abel 306.31
Seelye, Noah 23.74
Seelye, Benjamin 76.68
Sherman, Ele 136.(i2

Sherwood, Ebenezer 253.84
Sherwood, Isaac 70.00
Sabins, Jesse 130..o0

Leatch, Ichabod 267.38
Leach, David 88.60
Leatch, William 159.16
Leatch, Mary 37.04
Merchant, John 73.27
Northrup, Abraham £07.01
Northrup, David 611.71
Northrup, Jobe 185.90
Northrup, Isaac 135.00
Northrup, Levi 110.61
Osbourn, Reuben 58.46
Osbourn, Reuben, Jr 86.25
Osbourn, Aaron 2.50.63

Potter, James 238.37
Potter, William C 174.92
Potter, Jared 94.22
Peter, Waller 48.56
Pepper, Stephen 213.98
Pepper, Loyal 136.00
Pepper, Dan 115.40
Pepper, Azubee 77.73
Payne, Aron 80.00
Payne, Sanniel 88 24
Page, Jonathan 152.95
Page, William 104.42
Prindle, Amos 80.41
Pickitt, Benjamin 105.58
Pickitt, Bernil 129.17
Wakeman, Seth 199.97

Wakeman, Gideon 201.50
Wanzer, John 374..56

Wanzer, Elvid 443.27
Wanzer, Abraham 338.19
Wright, Abel 217.38
Wilco.x. William 65.39
Wing, Thomas 203..36

Woodard, Asa 94.15
Wood, John 70.46
Wanzer, Husten 332.08
Stewart, Alexander 343.04
Geddings, Joseph (i7.35

Geddings, Jr., Joseph 94.00

Butler, Timothy 104.00
Irash, Asepli 145.14
Graves, Ezra 67.00
Akins, James 60.30

Hoag, Nathaniel 34.96
Wing, John 23,50
Weaver, Joseph 45.30
Sherman, Jotham 46.76
Bartram, Noah 60.00
Osburn, Nathaniel 66.06
Barlow, David 80.00

Page, Uriah 77.00

The list was certified to as follows

:

" The within is a true List of the Poles and Kateabel Estate of the

Town of Sherman for the year 1802, Pr us, Bennit Pickett and James A.

Giddings. Sworn Listers.

" To Mr David Northrup Town Clerk.

" We hereby certify that the foregoing is a true list of the Town of

Sherman for the year 1802 amounting to $22,083.26.

"Sherman, May 5, 1803.

"Gideon Beardsley,

"Joseph Beach, Jun.,

" Selectmen of the U}wn of New Fairfield.

"Stephen Barns,

"Samuel Allen,
" David Barlow,

"Selectmen of the town of Sherman."

The records also show that at this date James Pot-

ter was a physician in the town; David Gorham, mer-

chant; John Hubbell, innkeeper; Thomas Hareton

and Abel Wright, blacksmiths; Thomas King and

Isaac Ingersoll, shoemakers; and Thatford Holmes,

joiner.
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PIONEERS.

Among the prominent pioneer families are men-

tioned the Giddings, Greelcys, Barnes ('Squire Barnes

was a large landholder), Graves, Gorhams, Hunger-

fords, Northrup, Lccalers, Aliens, Wanzers, Wake-

mans, Barlows.

PHYSICIANS.

Among the first i)hysicians were Drs. Potter,

Holmes, John Orton. Daniel W. Northrup practiced

here about forty years. John N. Woodruff, M.D.,

succeeded Northrup, and is still in active practice.

He studied his profession with Dr. Northrujj and Dr.

F. A. Kinch. He spent considerable time in Bellevue

Hosf)ital, New York; also attended lectures at Co-

lumbia College. In addition to the active practice

of an arduous profession Dr. Woodruff is also town

clerk and judge of Probate. Dr. Beach practiced here

about a year, and removed. Dr. Plenry L. Mallory

is also a practicing physician here.

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

This church was organized in 1751. The following

is a list of ministers : Thomas Lewis, ordained 1744,

dismissed 1746
;
Elijah Sill, ordained 1751, dismissed

1779 ; Oliver D. Cook, ordained 1792, dismissed 1793
;

Maltby Gelston, ordained 1797, died 1856 ; Judson B.

Stoddard, colleague pastor, ordained 1845, dismissed

1854. For a number of years ministers were fixed

for a year or two. Solomon J. Douglas was ordained

October, 1863, and dismissed in 1867. April, 1868,

Watson W. Ton-ey ordained, and dismissed before

the year was up, on account of his health. James J.

Hoyt was ordained in July, 1870, and dismissed 1874.

Edward P. Herrick, ordained in February, 1876, is

the present pastor. The following is a list of deacons

:

Ephraim Hubbell, 1797; Daniel Noble, William

Burns, Benjamin Bennett, no date; James Potter,

1795 ; William Giddings, 1803 ; Jared C. Potter, 1813
;

William C. Potter, 1814; Daniel N. Giddings, 1814;

Jared C. Potter, 1825; Levi Stuart, 1829 (died 1873)

;

Edwin Hungerford, 1870 (died 1879)
;
Hugh Gelston,

1848. Maltby G. Gelston, Theodore C. Rogers, and

George C. Giddings were appointed in 1879.

" I have no means of knowing," says Rev. Hugh
Gelston, " who the members were previous to the or-

dination of Rev. M. Gelston, April 26, 1797. At
that time they were Deacon James Potter, Jedediah

Graves, Joseph Giddings, William Giddings, and

Thomas Kellogg, males ; Alice Hubbell, Mary Tow-
ner, Abigail Potter, Ruth Graves, Deborah Barns,

Ruth Ackley, Mary Giddings, Mary Kellogg, Lydia
Giddings, and Esther Wilcox, females. The present

number of members is one hundred and thirty-nine.

" The first church was erected about 1770. The
present church was erected in 1836.

"The number of members continued to increase

from time to time until 1821, when a revival added

thirty-two. There was a revival in 1831 which added

forty-four, and there were added, in 1838, sixty-nine.

and in 1841 there were one hundred ujid thirty-

eight members."

UNION CHURCH.

The church now called the Union church of Sher-

man was built in about ]8.'J6 or 1837 by subscription.

Time came when the old church building needed re-

pairing, and some of the members insisted upon

having it removed, while others desired it repaired,

on the same site. The fight became a bitter one, and

many of those living remember the length to which

the controversy was carried and the amusing inci-

dents connected with the affair.

ST. POLYCARP'S CHURCH.

Dec. 22, 1866, an Episcopal Church was organized

here under the name of St. Polycarp's Church, with

the following members : .John N. Woodruff, Charles

Pepper, G. N. Woodruff, William B. Pepper, Royal

W. Briggs, L. N. Blydenburgh, D. B. Mallory, and N.

E. Northrup. The corner-stone of the edifice was

laid, when some trouble arose, and the building was

never completed. Services were held here by Rev.

I. L. Townsend, the rector at Danbury. A Mr. Peck

also held occasional services at this place.

There is also a Christian Church in the southern

part of the town, but we have been unal)lc to ]irocure

any data concerning it, although diligent inquiry has

been made.

RECOLLECTIONS OF MORGAN STUART.

The following article is from the pen of Morgan

Stuart, formerly a resident of this town, now residing

in Milan, Ohio. It was prepared expressly for this

work.

In the extreme northwestern corner of Fairfield

County, in the State of Connecticut, is the town of

Sherman. Its history commences in the year 1802.

At that time the town of New Fairfield was divided,

and the northern part was set off and formed the

town of Sherman. The first town-meeting was held

in 1803, when I suppose the town was organized.

It must be admitted that there is little about the

natural features of the country that would attract the

attention of a stranger. The land is rough and

broken, made up largely of hillside and valleys, the

former so steep often as to make the cultivation of the

soil difficult, and nniny other parts so stony as to re-

quire a large amount of labor and expense in their

removal, as the long lines of stone wall show. The
soil is generally fertile, and yields the farmer a fair

return for his labor and toil. The land is well

watered with bj'ooks of clear running water, coming

down the mountain slopes, and many a pretty water-

fall may be seen on the steep rocky hillsides as the

smaller streams make their way to the beautiful

meadow-lands below. As will be supposed, it would

require patient, untiring industry and economy to en-

able the owners of these lands to meet the expenses

of the family and the education of the children.
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This they were able to do, and in addition they Avere

often able to lay by each year a small surplus for

future use. In fact, there was seen a thrift and often

an independence in means beyond what M'as enjoyed

by others in more favored sections of the country.

A small sum, as I stated, would be laid by each year,

with which a few acres were added to the farm, or

the money was put out at interest. I have seldom

seen a people among whom more real comforts were

enjoyed.

I need hardly say that the school and the church

were among the prominent things in the minds of all

good citizens in Connecticut. The people in this town

were celebrated for their support of the common or

district school, and every child, rich or poor, at suit-

able age, was gathered into the school-room.

The school-houses would not compare with those of

the present day. They were not in the highest style

of architecture or of much artistic beauty, and
with few equipments like those of modern times.

There was no claim to ornament, no cornice, no

blinds, and the interior equally without attractions,

and I might say without comfort. A monstrous fire-

place built of rough stone at one end of the room,

well filled with wood, really furnished all the heat

that was needed ; but it was unequally distributed

;

it was too hot on one side of the house and on the

other too cold. " Please let me go to the fire" was
often heard, and was often not an unreasonable re-

quest. Coarse oak-slab benches, without backs, in

the centre of the room, and writing-tables around the

outside, with the same kind of seats in front, with a

plain board table for the teacher, constituted the

main furniture of the school-room sixty or seventy

years ago. With all these drawbacks, good instruc-

tion was given, and by earnest application of the

pupils a good and substantial education was secured,

preparing some for the more common business of life,

and others for the higher schools and colleges, from

which went out some of the highest talent seen in our

learned jjrofessions.

These district schools received the attention of our

best men, clergy and others. Our pastor, Mr. Gel-

ston, made it his business to look after their interests,

visiting all the schools in the township four times a

year, noting the standing of each pupil at the begin-

ning of the term, and the progress each had made at

subsequent visits. These examinations were very

critical, and were interspersed with remarks and

suggestions of great practical value, as he had a

taste decidedly in this direction. As he was about

to leave he would invariably address the teacher in

these words :
" Are you ready for prayers, sir ?" The

reader will notice that he did not ask the teacher if it

would be agreeable to him ; he was not consulted on this

point. The thought that an objection could be raised

as to the propriety of such an exercise—or I might say

whether the Bible should be read in the school—had

not been thought of then. It was left for almost the

close of this nineteenth century to start a doubt

whether God should be acknowledged in the insti-

tutions for the instruction of our children and youth.

The most profound attention and stillness prevailed

as that minister addressed the throne of grace, in-

voking the blessing of Almighty God on the parents,

the teacher, and the children. Who can doubt the

salutary influence of such a man in all the schools

in the town as four times a year he repeated such a

visit ?

It would not be possible to name all the families

or persons who were prominent in the early history

of this town, or who were so fifty or sixty years ago,

which is about the date of these recollections. A
few only can be mentioned. There were four brothers

by the name of Allen,—Gideon, Samuel, John, and

James,—who Avere more or less prominent in the

the building up and welfare of the church and

society in its early history. Gideon, I believe, was

the largest contributor to the society's fund for the

support of the minister. I am informed that the

communion service now in use by the Congregational

Church was a gift from him a long time ago. James

Allen was also a warm friend of the society, and con-

tributed liberally to its support. The other two

brothers, I believe, also gave in smaller sums for

the support of religion.

Mr. David Northrop, who lived about two miles

north of the centre of the town, deserves to be men-

tioned as one of the early settlers. He had six sons,

all of whom became prominent business men, and

worthy and useful citizens. Only two of them are

now living. Mr. Thomas Northrop, who has long

resided in Vermont, during the last year paid a visit

to his native place, and walked all the way from

Gaylordsville, four miles, although he is eighty-four

years old. Mr. John O. Northrop only resides in

Sherman, and is a worthy representative of the fam-

ily. There are other families of the same name who
are worthy of particular notice, but the scope of this

article will not admit of it.

In the north part of the town were several families

of the name of Giddings. There was Baldwin, Sam-

uel, David, George, Daniel, Jonathan, and Andrus.

They were all men of real worth, possessing all the

substantial qualities that make good citizens in an

eminent degree. I think all, or nearly all, were

Christian men, and their families such as go to make

up the best society. " They all died in like faith,

having received the promises and embraced them."

There were also the names of Graves, Barnes,

Hubbell, Briggs, Potter, Hungerford, and Stuart,

worthy of honorable mention. The two last were

very numerous, and acted an important part in the

early history of the town, but upon whom I have

not the time to dwell. Dr. John Orton, for a long

time our principal physician and a man without re-

proach, should also be noticed. William Giddings,

Esq., near the centre of the town, was one of our
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most intelligent citizens, with u iiuiiuiroua and highly

respected family. Tliey removed, in 1830, to the

State of Michigan, where Hcveral of them filled

places of importance and responsibility. One of

these I shall have occasion to again mention in the

course of this article.

Another name—a name above all others I have

mentioned—must have a place in these reminis-

cences. Without tlie name of Gelston no history

of Sherman fifty or sixty years since would be com-

plete. His long life and works are so interwoven

with all its best interests and prosperity that it is

essential ; in fact, it could not be omitted, and no one

would wish to have it omitted. Back to my earliest

recollections the Rev.* Maltby Gelston was the worthy

pastor of the Congregational Church, which was al-

most the only church at that time in the town. He
was highly educated, refined in all liis tastes, digni-

fied in his deijortment, f)olite in his manners, and, so

far as I could see, perfect in his life and example.

Those of us who were in early life felt towards him
the highest respect,—I may say, a kind of veneration.

He w'as not accustomed to use superfluous words, was

precise in all he did or said, in conversation, in the

pulpit, and everywhere. Every word was in its jjroper

place and the best that could be used. No jesting or

trifling was expected in his presence.

On one occasion a young man sought his advice in

an important matter as to his future business for life.

After stating his case with great care he said, "Now,
Mr. Gelston, I want your candid opinion." Mr. Gel-

ston replied with some warmth, "Mr. Pickett, you
Avill have my candid opinion if you have any, sir."

This was said in a tone of voice and manner that

convinced Mr. Pickett that he had made a mistake.

He was wise in counsel, and his opinion was often

sought where important interests were involved, both

in the church and in the common business of life. In

ecclesiastical assemblies no one stood higher, and he

was often appointed to preside in their meetings.

While Mr. Gelston was not an eloquent man in the

general acceptation of that term, there was added to

the words he spake the power of an example as near

perfect as is ever seen ; and it may be added that no
congregation or church was better instructed in the

fundamental doctrines of the gospel, or, Avhen brought

under conviction by the Spirit of God, had clearer

views of their duties or what it meant to become a

Christian and the responsibilities of a Christian life.

Those converted under his preaching less frequently

fell away, but were firm in their Christian hope, and
sustained well the profession they had made.

Two services were held in the church on the Sab-

bath,—one at 10.30 a.m. and the other in the after-

noon, after an intermission of an hour. It may be of

interest to some to know what the programme w'as at

that early day, and I will describe it as it was on a

single Sabbath. It was winter; snow several feet

deep covered the ground ; the mercury was nearly at

zero. Many came froin a distance. Sleighs drove up

to the door, and the inmates entered the building;

others arrived on foot. Tlie room was cold, ax tliere

was no lire; stoves for churches Iiad not been much
thought of. The room was divided into square pews

;

on one side of each was the door for entrance, and on

the other three sides there were seats with higli,

straight backs. Of course some of the audience sat

with their backs to the speaker, which was quite

awkward and unj)leasant. I stated there was no fire

in the room. Tiiis is not strictly true. Tiie women's

foot-stoves were the exception. These were filled

with live coals when they left their homes, and were

passed around to different ones in the pews ; so a

small degree of warmth was enjoyed.

The morning service was closed. Most of the

people lived miles away. They went to the nearest

houses to spend the hour, eat their lunch, replenish

their stoves with fresh coals, and then return to tlie

church for the second service. This was much like

the forenoon, only at its close and after the benedic-

tion they seemed loath to leave. The minister then

draws from the Bible a slip of paper, and reads as fol-

lows: "A marriage is intended between Mr. .John

Laurence, of New Preston, and Miss Mary Smith, of

this place." With smiling faces they then left the

church. This marriage notice, or publishment, was

required by the laws of the State at that early day.

There were dark periods in tlie liistory of that

church while Mr. Gelston was its pastor. It was from

the beginning small,—only twenty members. One
after another had died

;
only a few had been added.

Finally, the last deacon had been called away by

death, and there seemed no one with which the va-

cancy could be filled. Just at this time a relative

called to spend a Sabbath. It was communion that

day. They gathered once more around the table to

commemorate the dying love pf the Redeemer. Our

pastor, after he had broken the bread and poured the

wine, left his seat and passed the elements with liis

own hand. After the close of the service the friend

inquired with surprise, " Why, my dear brother, where

were all your officers to-day?" He replied with deep

emotion " I have none. God took from me some time

since my last deacon. I trust to-day he is sitting

down to the marriage-supper of the Lamb." " Why
don't you appoint some, then ? He replied, " I have

no material in tiie churcli suitable for the place."

In one of my visits to my venerable friend I sat

down by his side and listened to this sad story of his

discouragements in his early ministry. He said at

times his way .seemed hedged up and he was led to

think he had mistaken his calling. But a brighter

sun was to rise. A church whose fouud:itions luid

been laid broad and deep through the faitliful labors

of this minister of Christ wa:^ to enjoy great blessings

from its Head. Revivals of great power and interest

were to be enjoyed, and the fruits of his labors were

to appear in the glorious harvests gathered in. In
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the year 1831 fifty-five, and in 1838 sixty-one, were

added to the churcli. Other revivals of less power

were enjoyed in tlie year preceding and which fol-

lowed these dates. Thus God blessed His faithful ser-

vant, and he enjoyed the fulfillment of the promise,
" They that sow with tears shall reap with joy."

In December, 1856, in the ninety-first year of his

age, the venerable pastor of the Congregational

Church in Sherman entered into his rest. He laid off"

his armor and was called to go up higher,—to receive

his croAvn. That decision which made him the pastor

of that people in the year 1796 was fraught with im-

portant interests to them and him which eternity

alone can unfold.

GREEN POND.

In the southeastern part of the town is a small body
of water called by the above name. It is about three-

fourths of a mile long and nearly half a mile wide,

and forty feet deep,—as will be seen, of great depth for

so small a body of water. A remarkable feature of

it is its great elevation above the valley below: it

must be more than one hundred feet, and on the spur

of a mountain. There is little higher land around it,

only a kind of rim of solid rock, confining its waters

in their basin.

The question is and has long been. Whence its sup-

ply of water? In long dry seasons, from greater

evaporation, its level is lowered somewhat, but not

equal to other bodies of water. There don't seem to

be higher land around enough to keep up the supply.

Some years since I called the attention of Prof. St.

Johns, then of Western Reserve College, to this sub-

ject. He said it was quite remarkable in this feature,

and that he knew of but one other such body of

water,—this one in Canada.

The opinion in early times was that it was fed by

springs from below, which were not influenced by

rains or drought. Thisi pond is well stored with fish

and has ever been a popular fishing-ground, and has

late years been used for picnics as well.

There is an item of history connected with this

pond which I will mention. It used to overflow its

banks at the south end and pass below, watering the

lands in that direction. At an early day, some sev-

enty years ago, Mr. William Leach, a man of much
enter^jrise, who resided in the valley on the west side,

conceived the idea of blasting a tunnel through the

rim of solid rock on the northwest end and drawing

off' the water to be used for mill jjurposes, three-fourths

of a mile below. This was quite an expensive under-

taking, but was accomplished. By means of a gate

at the artificial outlet, which he could close or open

as he pleased, or as he needed the supply at the mills,

the water passed down the mountain side, and just

above his mills he built an embankment or dam and

formed a mill-pond. From this reservoir in a race

he carried it to his mills at the bottom of the valley.

It made a fine water-power. Three overshot wheels,

one below the other, were used,—one for a carding-ma-

chine and two for his grist-mill. (Later there is also

a saw-mill and cider-mill there now.)

This was a great convenience to all the surrounding

country. But the farmers on the south side of the

pond felt damaged in their interests, and brought a

suit in court, on the ground that the water was turned

out of its natural channel ; and the court, with this

view of the case, enjoined Mr. Leach from using the

water. Under this decision the mills would be dry

mills, and all the community around would be dam-
aged. Mr. Leach didn't stop here. He got up a pe-

tition to the State Legislature, signed by great num-
bers of the people in the country around, setting forth

that there was no other mill fo,r many miles in that

locality ; that they raised their own grain, and de-

pended on it for their bread ; that it really was indis-

pensable for their comfort and welfare. The case was

referred to a very able committee, which, after a full

investigation, reported in favor of the petitioner, and

that Mr. Leach should have a j)erpetual grant to use

those waters for the purposes named. The Legislature

adopted the report, and for some seventy years Green

Pond has sent out its waters, which have flowed down
that mountain side, and the wheels of Leach's Mills

have scarcely ceased their revolutions, and with ad-

vantages to the country around which can scarcely be

estimated.

Mr. Leach plead his own case in the trials I have

described before the courts and the committee, as I

suppose. He died about twenty years ago, but those

mills still bear testimony to his energy and perse-

verance ; how he pressed forward his work under diffi-

culties, and how his efforts were crowned with success.

William Leach should be remembered as a public

benefactor.

THE OLD FALLS.

One of the curiosities of the town was ever known
by this name. I consider them worthy of a brief

notice in this sketch. On one of my visits to my old

home, several years ago, I visited this spot. It was a

bright June morning. The laurels and honeysuckles

were in full bloom. Clumps of them could be seen

at a great distance by their bright and showy flowers,

j)resenting attractions not easy to describe. We came

suddenly and sooner to the place than I had antici-

pated. There they were, right before us, overshadowed

by splendid laurels and hemlocks, and other deep

shady trees, shutting out the rays of the sun, and

forming a dark deep shade over our heads, the air as

cool as a September day. For a more . enthusiastic

description of the scene than I can give I will copy

an extract from a letter I received about that time

from Hon. Marsh Giddings, of Michigan, on this sub-

ject, whose boyhood, like my own, had been spent

near this spot. He says, " Sometimes I go back to

my old town and home. A few years since myself,

wife, and daughter paid a visit to The Great Falls in

the mountain. Oh, it is a charmed spot ! and it was

almost impossible to get Frank away. The mountain
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ivy, ten or fifteen feet high, perfectly Hhadcd the beau-

tiful cascade, and the bubbling, tumbling, foaming

waters shooting a few feet, then dawliing against a

central rock, then rippling along a quiet resting-place,

underneath some shadowing rock, wh(!rc the speckled

trout hid himself away. I tell you that all the splen-

dor of rock, hill, mountain, or jirairie which I have

been charmed with, never have I seen a single spot

that so entirely entranced me as did that little spot,

with all the memories it brought back to the soul."

These falls, as I am informed, attract more attention

late years than formerly, and are much admired.

Here the trailing arbutus, one of the earliest spring

flowers, is found in abundance.

THE IIOYT MURDER.

The crime for which Hoyt was hung was committed

on the 23d of June, 1878. It was a bright Sunday

morning, and Hoyt went to see his brother-in-law,

Vanderburg Joyce, just over the line in Sherman.

He asked Joyce to go fishing, and, being refused, he

returned home. Before noon he got a butcher-knife

and sharpened it, remarking to his wife that he was

going over to Van's to butcher some of the people.

He arrived there while the family were eating dinner.

After talking to his father the old gentleman arose,

and, as if Hoyt had been waiting for this, he immedi-

ately drew the knife and struck his father in the arm.

Another lunge cut the clothing over the breast. At
this moment he was seized, and the Joyces, brothers,

caught the hand which held the knife. In the strug-

gle they fell, Hoyt on top of his father. He reached

up his left hand, took the knife from the right, and

plunged it into his father's neck just under the ear.

Then, as if suddenly imbued with a perfect savage-

ness, he bore down on it with all his strength, giving

it a twist at the same time. The keen blade passed

around under the chin, severing the jugular vein and
making a gash about four inches long. Then he drew
the knife from the gaping wound, and made a lunge

backward to hit his brother-in-law, who dodged and
escaped. He was finally secured, and after an exami-

nation was committed to jail in Danbury for trial.

The cruel nature of the man was well known in

Sherman. Conflicts with his family were of frequent

occurrence. Once he shot his wife, and to this day
she carries the lead in her person. He had threatened

to kill his brother, George Hoyt. On his arrest some
one remarked to him that it would go hard with him.

He replied that it was a good job, well done, and that

before he was hung two or three others would have

to die. He was tried the last week in September, and
at the first ballot the jury voted unanimously for a

verdict of murder in the first degree. Judge Sanford

pronounced the sentence, that he be hung on the 24th

day of October, 1879. His case was immediately

carried up to the Supreme Court of Erroi-s, which
granted him another trial. In March of 1879 he was
again tried, and again convicted, and sentenced to

be hung May 13, 1880, njjon wliicli day he wa-s exe-

cuted at Bridgejjort.

CIVIL HISTORY.

Sherman was set off from New Fairfield and orga-

nized as a town in 1802.

LIST OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM 1800 TO 1880.

The following is a list of representatives from the

organization of the town to the present time

:

1803-4, Samuel Allen
;

180.5, Gamaliel B. Gi'MirigH; 180C, Giile<jn Alien,

Daviil Barton; 1H07, Ezra Gravi-«
;
It-OS, Noali Seeley

;
IW/J,

Iluljliel
;
1810, Daviil Nortliriiii, Janjes A. Giii.lings

;
1811, Levi Hub-

bell, Ezra Graves; 1812, Gainalii;l.H. Gi(liiin(;i<, Ezra Graves; 1813,

G. U. Giildings, Levi Hulil>e]l; 1814, Noah Sceli y, JamcB Allen
; 1815,

Jedcdiiih Graves, Jolin Orton; 181C-17, Jedciliali Graves; ]818,.Joliii

Orton, William Gidilings; 1819-22, Jcdediali Graves; 1823, Bennett

Pickett; 1824, William Giddings; 1825, Eli Bi,-ard«Iec; 182C, Jede-

diiih Graves; 1827-28, Eli Beardsley ; 1820. William Giddingg
; 1830,

Dan.AV. Nortlinip; 1831, .lodediali Graves; lS:i2, 1'liilo S. Wooding;

1833, Levi Leacli
;
1834, Jedediali Graves; 1835, David Xortlirup

;

1830, Edward Briggs; 1837, Jonatlian Bartram; 1838, David P.

llawes; 1839, Lewis Eeardsleo; 1840, Edward Biiggs; 1841^2,

Henry Slierwood
;

1843, Levi Nortlirvip; 1844, Hull Wakeman

;

1845, Willis Briggs; 1840, David W. Stevens; 1847, Scth I'epper

;

1848, David Graves; 1849, Sanford H. Gould; 1850, Kevilo Fuller;

1851, W'alter B. Eerris; 1«52, Alliert Barnes; 1853, David D. Hoag;

1854, John K. Caldwell; 1855, Daniel Wanzer; 1856, William W.
Hoag; 1857, Morris Barnes; 1858, Allen Joyce; 1859, William S.

Wakeman; 18G0, Bicliard P. Brady; 1801, David Graves; 1802, S. E.

Briggs; 1803, Epliraim Hatch; 1804, Charles A. Briggs; 18G5, Wil-

liam B. Pepper: 180(5, Henry Slierwood; 1807, N. W. Northnip;

1808, Ahram Briggs; 1809, J. H. Wanzer; 1870, Charles Porter; 1S71,

David W. Leach
; 1872, Henry Slierwood : 1873, Charles A. Mallorj-

;

1874,8. D. Woolsey; 1875, Ira Pearce; 1870, Daniel B. Mallory;

1877, Charles Northnip; 1878, Albert Barnes; 1879, George A.

Barnes; ]8f0, William W. Hoag.

MILITARY RECORD.

FIRST BEGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS. .

Compamj A.

Stuart, George, enl. April 20, 1801 ;
pro. to lieutenant, 13th Inf. U. S. A.

FIRST REGIMENT ARTILLERY CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Conii>a»y D.

Grace, Edwin, enl. Dec. 7, 1804.

Onnpany K.

Piatt, Oscar, enl. Aug. 15, 1S62
;
pro. to second lieutenant ; rtiscli. Juno

. 18, 1805.

Lake, David D., enl. Aug. 15, 1802; killed June 1, 1SC4.

Ette, Fred., enl. Aug. 15, 1802 ; must, out July 7, 18G5.

Etto, John, enl. Aug. IS, 1802 ; must, out July 7, I860.

Hodge, Eliziir A., enl. Aug. 15, 1862 ; must, out July 7, 1SC3.

Monroe, Erw in, cnl. Aug. IS, 1862 ; must, out July 14, 1865.

O'Connor, John, enl. Sept. 1, 1862 ; disch. for disability. Slay 18, 1SG3.

SECOND REGIMENT ARTILLERY CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Company K.

Favreare, Trnnian P., enl. Dec. 30, 1863 ; must, out July 28. ISiVi.

Harrington, William, enl. Doc. 12, 186^5; must, out Aug. 18, I860.

Havihviid, Charles, enl. Dec. 30, 1S63; died Nov. 15, 1S64.

Kelly, Roswald, enl. Dec. 30, 1803; must, out Aug. 18, ISCo.

Maloney, Ransom L., cnl. Dec. 31, 18(>:i; must, out June 28, 1865.

Piatt, Oliver P., enl. "Dee. 31, 1863 ; must, out Aug. 21, iMio.

Piatt, George, enl. Feb. 8, 1804 ; disch. for disability, March S, 1865.

Slatory, James, enl. Dec. 30, 1863 ; must, out Aug. IS, 1865.

SIXTH REGIMENT INFANTRY CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS,

Compaittf B.

Eiggs, Clark, enl. Sept. 12, ISOl ; re-onl. Jan. 4, 1864; must, out .\ug. 21,

1805.

Smith, John, enl. Oct. 21, 186:5; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.
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Contpany G,

O'Brien, Thomas, enl. Dec. 7, 1801.

Company I.

Hodge, Charles M., enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1803 ; died July 22,

1804.

Hodge, Horace, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; died March, 2, 1862.

EIGHTH REGIMENT INFANTRY CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Company C.
.

Smith, Jolin, enl. Aug. 11, 1804 ; ainat. out Dec. 12, 1865.

Company F.

Grafr, Leon, enl. Aug. 11, 1864 : died Oct. 19, 1804.

Company H.

Hoyt, Edwin, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; discU. Sept. 22, 1804, at e.xpiration of

term.

Cook, Levi, enl. Sept. :.l, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1803 ; must, out Dec. 12,

1865.

Stuart, Robert, enl. Oct. 5, 1861 ; trans, to luv. Corps, Sept. 30, 1863.

TENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

Company C.

Greene, Edwin E., enl. Oct. 22, 1861 ; died Jan. 29, 1864.

Smith, George, enl. Dec. 8, 1864.

Company G.

Moore, John, enl. Dec. 8, 1864.

Marshall, James, enl. Dec. 8, 1864.

THIRTEENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY CONNECTICUT VOLUN-
TEERS.

Company B.

Holdridge, David E., corporal; enl. Dec. 22, 1861.

Conger, William E., enl. Dec. 22, 1861.

Gardiner, Franklin, enl. Dec. 22, 1801 ; disch.for disability, June 27, 1862.

Hungerford, Martin B., enl. Dec. 22, 1861 ; died Dec. 6, 1862.

Company H.

Congo, Ethel, enl. Dec. 22, 1801 ; re-enlisted ; must, out April 26, 1866.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY CONNECTICUT VOLUN-
TEERS.

Company I.

Kelly, Nathan, enl. Aug. 13, 1802 ; discli. for disability, Jan. 3, 1803.

TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT INFANTRY CONNECTICUT VOL-
UNTEERS.

Company D.

Hungerford, Levi, second lieutenant ; com. Aug. 16, 1802 ; died Aug. 9,

1803.

Hungerford. John, sergeant; enl. Aug. 9, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1802.

Dewel, Benjamin P., corporal ; enl. Sept. 2, 1802; discli. Aug. 28, 1862.

Gary, Andrew, enl. Sept. 1, 1862; discli. Aug. 28, 1862.

Corbin, George L., enl. Aug. 30, 1862; discli. Aug. 28, 1862.

Cypher, Andrew G., enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1802.

Daily, Henry, enl. Aug. 25, 1802 ; died May 22, 1863.

Hawley, Morris F., enl. Sept. 1, 1862 ; disjh. Aug. 28, 1863.

Homniell, John, enl. Aug. 18, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Hungerford, Oliver P., enl. Aug. 2."), 1862; died May 20, 1803.

Hoyt, Daniel, enl. Aug. 22, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

Hatch, Seymour T., enl. Aug. 3;), 1802; discli. Aug. 28, 1803.

Maloney, Francis M., enl. Sept. 1, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Purdy, Theodore, enl. Aug. 30, 1802; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Stratton, Eliphalet W., enl. Sept. 9, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Stuart, John C, enl. Aug. 25, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Turner, Lyman, enl. Aug. 23, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

Wakeman, William S., enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

White, Edmond H., enl. Aug. 30, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Company G.

Burhaus, John H., enl. Sept. 6, 1802; discharged ; re-enl. July 23, 1803.

Boyd, John, enl. Sept. 10, 1802.

Cummings, John, enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

Cumniings, James, enl. Sept. 2, 1802 j disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

Root, David M., enl. Sept. 9, 1802.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

JOHN 0. NORTHROP.

John O. Northrop is of English and Scotch descent.

His grandfather, Thomas Northrop, when quite a

young man, settled in the town of New Fairfield,

now Sherman, Conn.

He married Joanna Leach, of the same town, by
whom he had seven children,—namely: David,

Thomas, Joanna, Amos, Abigail, Isaac, and Abra-

ham. The first son, David, and father of him whose

name heads this sketch, was horn in Sherman in 1758.

He became a prominent business man of his time, being

extensively engaged in stock-dealing and farming.

He held several local offices and was a liberal con-

tributor to the church interests. He was twice mar-

ried. His first wife was Rebecca, daughter of Nehe-

miah Beardsley, Esq. She was of Scotch descent. They
had three daughters, Sally, Joanna, and Rebecca. She

dying, he married her sister Salina, who bore him six

sons, as follows : Nehemiah B., Thomas, David, Ezra

G., Isaac, and John 0., of whom Thomas and John

O. only are now living (1880). John 0. was born

June 27, 1804, in the town of Sherman, on the old

homestead of the Northrop family. His education

was obtained at the district and select schools of his

county.

On Sept. 2, 1829, he married Charlotte Giddings,

of Sherman, who died Dec. 7, 1869, leaving two chil-

dren, Sarah Eunice and John Edward, and in

1870 he married Paulina, daughter of Deacon Hugh
Gelston, of the same place. The daughter, Sarah

Eunice, married the Rev. J. B. Stoddard. They are

living in Cheshire, Conn., and have two children,

Lillie N. and Edward J. The son, John Edward,

has been twice married. His first wife was Cornelia

Bostwick, who died March, 1870, leaving one daugh-

ter, Isabella Northrop. His second wife is Elizabeth

Comstock, of Essex, Middlesex Co., Conn., where they

are now residing, he being a member of Comstock &
Cheeney's Ivory Manufacturing Company, of which

he is secretary and treasurer.

Mr. John O. Northrop has followed the occupation

of his father. He is a member of the Congregational

Church, and has been clerk and treasurer of the same

for more than thirty years.

In politics he is a Republican, though he has never

sought office or taken a very active part in political

affairs. He is modest and unassuming in manners,

and one of the leading representative men of his

town.

ALBERT BARNES.

Albert Barnes is of English descent. His grand-

father was Stephen Barnes, of Lyme, Conn., who was

born in 1731. He married Annie Phinney, by whom
he had nine children,—namely, Andrew, Jefferson,

Garrett, William, Morris, Tobiatha, Sally, Lybartus
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(or Lybartie), and Betsey,—all of whom arc now

deceased (1880). He was a coininissary during tlic

Revolutionary war, and after tlic declaration of peace

was elected for several terms to the Legislature. He
died in 181G. Andrew, his first son, and the father

of the subject of this sketch, was born in 1773. He
married Polly, daughter of Jonathan Giddings, of

Sherman, Conn. They had seven children, as fol-

ows: Albert, Alfred, Samuel H., Loretta, Mary,

Laura A., and Sarah. He moved to Milford, Conn.,

in 1827, where he died Jan. 3, 1858.

Albert, whose name heads this memoir, was born

in the town of Sherman, Fairfield Co., Conn., on

August 6, 1805. His education was acquired at the

district schools of his town. His occupation has

been stock-dealing and farming. In 1835 he married

Catherine, daughter of Nathan and Irene (Downs)

Gaylord. They have three sons, Andrew G., George

A., and Hiram S.

Andrew G. was born Nov. 15, 1838. On Jan. 1,

1867, he married Harriet, daughter of Gregory See-

ley, of Litchfield Co., Conn. They have one son,

Alberts.

George A. was born in Sherman, Conn., March 4,

1841. Dec. 18, 1871, he married Euna L., daughter

of Israel and Abby (Ferris) Haviland, of Sherman.

In 1878 he was elected to the Legislature for the

Assembly of '79. He has been a member of the

Board of Education several terms, and since 1878 one

of the selectmen of his town. He is now living on

the old homestead and following the occupation of

his father.

Hiram S. married, Jan. 30, 1878, at Lawrence,

Kan., Miss Nettie, daughter of David D. and Eliza

(Gardener) Hoag. They are now residing at Minne-

apolis, Kan.

Mr. Albert Barnes was an " Old-Line " Whig till

the organization of the Republican party, since which

time he has affiliated with that, and in 1852 and 1878

he represented his town in the Legislature. He has

held the offices of selectman and justice of the peace

for several terms.

THEODORE C. ROGERS.

Theodore C. Rogers is a descendant ofNoah Rogers,

who in 1673 married Elizabeth, daughter of Michael

Taintor. They had six children. He died at Bran-

ford, Conn., in 1725.

His second son, Josiah, married Lydia, daughter

of Thomas Goodsell, of East Haven, Conn., by whom
he had six children, as follows: Lydia, Jonathan,

Levi, Josiah, Jr., Thomas, and Mary. He was born

in 1708, and died in 1783.

Josiah, Jr., married Martha, daughter of Edward
Frisbie, of Branford. They had eleven children, of

whom the Rev. Medad Rogers, the great-grandfather

of the subject of this memoir, was the tenth. He was

born at Branford, Conn., in 1750, and in 1777 gradu-

ated at Yah; (Jollcgc. In 1787 lie married Rachel,

daughter of Gamameii Baldwin, E-^j., who bore him

four children. The first, Amzi, died in infancy; the

others were Flora, Louisa, and Amzi. He wa.s a

devout (Jliristian, and labored faitiifully in the min-

istry, in the town of New Fairfield, for nearly half a

century. He died in 1824.

Amzi was born in New Fairfield in 1793. In 1814

he married Betsey, daughter of Samuel T. Barnum, of

the same town, by whom he had seven children

:

David B., Samuel T., Theodore D., Ann E., Emily L.,

Harriet A., and Rachel L. He was a prominent and

very popular man among his townsmen. He took a

great interest in military affairs, and was colonel of

the State militia for many years. He and his wife

both lived to the age of eighty-six years. The chil-

dren are now (1880) all living. He died May 21,

1880. His wife died June 5, 1880.

David B. was born in 1815, and in 1840 married

Sarah B., daughter of Alvah Trowbridge, Esq., of

South East, Putnam Co., N. Y. They had eight

children, three of whom died in infancy. Those liv-

ing are Charlotte E., Caroline C, Flora L., Theodore

C.^ and Amzi T.

Theodore C. was born on July 16, 1852, at New
Fairfield. In 1879 he married Carrie E., daughter of

Stephen E. Briggs, Esq., of Sherman, who is a son of

Abraham Brigg-s, and niarried Nancy, daughter of

Nehemiah Stuart. They have had three children,

—

Walter, John, and Carrie E., the latter of whom only
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is now living. He is one of the most successful far-

mers in the town of Sherman, where he now resides,

on his beautiful homestead, near Sherman Centre.

The Briggs family belong to the Society of Friends.

Mr. Rogers is a staunch Republican and an uncom-

promising advocate of temperance, not only to the

prohibition of the sale and use of spirituous liquors,

but also that of tobacco in any form. He is an active

member of the Congregational Church, and holds the

office of deacon of the same. He possesses some lit-

erary proclivities, and is an occasional contributor of

local news items to the press.

CHAPTER LXVIII.

STAMFORD.

Geographical— Topographical— The First Settlement in 1G40—Order

under which Settlement was made—First Assignment of Lands—First

Permanent Settlers—Pioneers from 164U to 1775—First Grist-Mill—

The Perfidy of tl>e Dutch Traders—Tlie Underhill Massacre—Stamford

in 1085—Indian Deeds, etc.—Deed of 1645—Report to General Court of

Deed of 1045—Agreement of Ponus and Onax, 1055—Agreement with

Tupliance and Penahay, 1GG7—The Stamford Patent.

This town lies in the southwestern -part of the

county, and is bounded as follows : On the north by

Westchester Co., N. Y. ; on the east by New Canaan

and Darien ; on the south by Long Island Sound ; and

on the west by Greenwich.

The surface of the town is undulating, and the soil

is a fertile gravelly loam. The same holds true to-

day as written by Barber in 1836 :
" This is a pleasant

and fertile township, rich in the resources of agricul-

tural opulence, abounding in the means of subsist-

ence, with the advantages of a ready and convenient

market."

THE FIRST SETTLEMENT.

The first movement towards the settlement of this

town was made in the early part of the year 1640 by

a number of sturdy jjioneers from Wethersfield, who,

having become dissatisfied with certain rules and reg-

ulations governing that parish, decided to seek a peace-

ful retreat elsewhere, and under the leadership of Rev.

Mr. Davenport, of honored memory, who had been

their champion in the dissensions at Wethersfield, re-

solved to locate farther inland, and in the following

year, leaving their old home, pursued their course

westward, and settled where now is located the borough

of Stamford, then in the New Haven jurisdiction.

The following is a copy of the order under which

the settlement was made :

" Wliereas, Andrew Ward and Robert Coe of Wethersfield were deputed

by Wetliersfleld men the 30th of tlie 8th month, commonly called Octo-

ber, 1040, to treat at New Haven, about the plantation lately purchased

by said town called Toquams, which being considered of it was agreed

upon by the said court and justices aforesaid tliat they shall have the

said plantation upon the terms following; first, that they shall repay

unto tlie said tow'n of New Haven all tlie charges which tliey have dis-

bursed about it, which comes to thirty-three pounds as appears by a note

or schedule herunto annexed
;
secondly, that they reserve a fifth part of

said plantation to be disposed of at the appointment of this court to such
desirable persons as may be expected, or as God shall send hitlier, pro-

vided that if within one whole year such persons do not come to fill up
those lots so reserved that then it shall be free for tlie said people to

nominate and present to this court some persons of their own choice

whicli may fill up some of those Iota so reserved if this court approve of

them : thirdly, that they join in all points with this plantation in the

form of government here settled, according to agreement betwixt tliis

court and Mr. Samuel Eaton about the plantation of Totokett. These

articles being read together with Mr. Samuel Eaton's agreement in the

hearing of the said parties or deputies, it was accepted by them and in

witness tliereof they subscribed their names to the articles in the face

of the court."

It is evident that the dissatisfied body of persons

from Wethersfield were thoroughly in earnest in the

determination to make a settlement here, for the first

records in the old town book show that each man
who signed the compact to remove hither was to

begin and prosecute the design of a plantation " under

paine of forfiture of 5 lb a man." As an interesting

relic of that period the entire record, of which the

above is an extract, is inserted.

"1G40-41. A town bo(ok of the) freeholders of the towne (of Stam-

ford as it) was afterwards called, but now Rippowam conta3-n(n;in(g the

acts) and conclusions of the companie of Wethersffeld men, to (begin a)

removal thither this winter. And also their most matteriall acts and

agreements, touching the place how they came by it, tlieire rat(es) and

accounts, their divisions and grants of land, and records of every man's

land, and passages of land from one to another.

"First these men whose names are underwritten have bound them

s(elves) under the paine of forfiture of 5 lb a man to goe or sende to

Ripp(owan) so begin and psecute tlie dcsigne of a plantation there by ye

16th o(f) may next, the rest, theire familyes tliither by ye last of novem-

be(r) 12 months, viz. Ri Denton, ma mitchell, Thur Bainor, Robt. Coe.

And Ward, Ri Gildersleue, Edm Wood, Jo Wood, Jer Wood, Sam Clark,

Tho Weekes, John Wood H, Jer Jagger, J Jisopp, Jo Seaman, Sam Sher-

man, Hen Smith, Vincint Simkins, Dan Fincli, Jo Northend, 20.

" And wliereas the purchase of tlie place and vewing of it first mayde
by our friends of new liauen and we stand indebted to tliem for it : it (is)

ordered at the same time That 100 bushels of corne at 35 a busliell be

paid in towards it we raised and sent them as followeth, m(r) ma mitchel,

bu. p.

Sergt. M. M 14.3

T.Reiner 6.3

Mr. Denton 4.1

And. Ward : 4.1

Ra. Coe , 4.1

Bi. Gildersleue 4.0

Ei. Raw 3.2

Jo. Reynoulds 3.2

Jo. AVhitmore 3 1

Ro. Bates 3.1

Bi. Crab 3.1

Sa. Sherman 3.1

Jef. Firries 3.1

Dan. Finch 3.0

J. Northend 2.3

Jonas Wood, H 2.3

Edm. Wood 2.2

Jon Wood 2.2

Sam. Clarke 2.2

Fra. Bell , 2.2

Jer. Jaggar 2.2

Jo. Not or M. M.. 2.1

Tho. We(eks) 2.2

Jer. (Wood) 2.1

Th(o Morehouse) 2.1

Bo Fisher) 2.0

Jo. Jissop) 2.0

Hen. Smith) 1.3

Vincint) 1.3

Jo. Seaman , 1 3

100.0

The following is a highly interesting record, show-

ing, as it does, the first assignment of lands and the

names of the first permanent settlers of Stamford :

"Also this is to be noted that in a full meeting of its company there

was intending to come hither the same spring that we came, many of



STAMFORD. 693

those twenty-eight men aforementioned anil Jolin JiBop wore severally

considered of, and what quantity of land was meet for every man deter-

mined of, the man under consideration alisonting liiniself wliilo liis case

was in hand, and so successively ; anil when ho was called in again and

demanded if so much gave him content, and bo contentment and satis-

faction was by every one of these men acknowledged ; and they sot

down these numbers of acres of marcli and upland alter the »amo pr o-

portion as foUoweth

:

Math Mitchell 28
Thurston Bainer 'M

Mr. Denton 14
And Ward 14
Ro. C'oe 14

Hi. Gildersleue 13

R. Law 11

Jo. Renoulds 11

Jo. Whitmore 10

Ri. Crab 10

Jeff. Firries 10

Ro. Bates 10

Sam. Sherman 10
Dan. Finch 09
Jonas Wood II 08
Jo. Northend 08
Jer. Jagger 07

Edm. Wood 07
John Wood, 0 07

Sam. Clark 07
Fra. liell 07
Tho. Marshall 07
Jer. Wood G

Thos. Weeks 6

Jo. Seaman 6

Ro. Fishery 5
Jo. Jissop 5
Hen. Smith 3
Vinciut, 3

270

During the following season the little settlement

was gladdened by the arrival of others anxious to

rear their homes in these fertile lands, as the follow-

ing records show

:

" And in town meeting, Dec. 7, was there granted, besides house lots

as other men had, Tho. Armitage, ten acres ; Jo. Ogden, ten acres ; Wm.
Mayd, (Mead), five acres ; with woodland as chosablc as those above.

"Also to tliese men, besides, house lots as others, (Joh)n Stevens, Tho.

Pop, Tho. Hyoute, Hen. Akerly, Jo. Smith, senr., Jo. Smith, jun., (John

Ro)ckweIl, Jam. Pyne, Dan. Scoffeld, & Jo. Coe
;
every of them two acres

(home lot) and three acres woodland in the field now to be inclosed."

" (Oc)tober 1G42, in a genei'al town meeting was given these, foli;ow-

ing) these lots as other men, marsli & woodland, viz: (
)ine, Jo.

Underliill, eight acres ; to Robert Ilustico seven acres; ( ) acres;

Jo. Miller, five acres, to Jo. Finch, si.\ acres
; ( )ree acres ; »fc to

every of tliem woodland after the same pro(portion, & to Willi)am New-
man two acres marsh & three acres woodland.

"
( )ember 1642, was granted these men every man (a house lot &)

land in the field to be inclosed, viz : Jo. Lum, Jam. S\v(ead),
( ),

Symon Seiring, & to Jonas Weede a house and (pasture lan)d in tho field

to be inclosed. ( ) I'ierson, Jo. Towne & Wm. Graves have had

every one (a house lot) & Tlio. Slawson house lot and three acres in tho

field ( ) and eight men are freeholders as above."

EARLY SETTLERS.

Henry Ackley received Dec. 7, 1641, two acres,

home-lot, and three acres of woodland. Savage makes
him at New Haven in 1640. The colony records

mention him there as rebuked for "building a cellar

and selling it without leave" in April of that year.

Thomas Armitage received ten acres of land, De-
cember, 1641. According to Savage, he belonged to

Lynn, Mass. He came from Bristol, England, in

1635, in the ship "James," with the Rev. Richard
Mather and others, and removed in 1637 to Sand-
wich, Mass., whence he came to Stamford as above.

In 1647 he appears on the list of Hempstead settlers.

Robert Bates came from Wethci-sfield with the first

colony, and is on the list of the thirty who paid one

hundred bushels of corn to the Xew Haven " frien'L*,"

who had surveyed and transferred the territory to

them. His lot in Wethersfield, which was thirty and

a third rods in widtli, containing one liundrcd and

eighty-two acres, was sold in 1641 to William Oib-

bons. His deatii is recorded, at Stamford, .fune 11,

1675. His will, probated Nov. 1, 1675, makes be-

quests to his son John, his daughter Mary Ambler,

and son-in-law John Cross. He bequeathed certain

negroes, who are to be made free at forty years of age.

Francis Bell is on the list of the twenty-nine set-

tlers who were assigned land in 1640, wlien he re-

ceived seven acres. As his name does not appear on

the Wethersfield records with the other Stamford

settlers, it is probable he was still quite young. He
became prominent here, and has been fully rep-

resented in every generation since in descendants

both of his own and of other names. His wife Re-

becca died here in 1684, and he Jan. 8, 1690. Hi.s

son Jonathan was the first child born in the town,

and his birth was in 1641. Mrs. Bell's clothes, of

which the inventory is on record. Book 1, page 12,

were by the husband's order divided equally between

the two daughters, Rebecca Tuttle and JIary Hoyt.

The inventory of Lieut. Francis Bell, dated January,

1689, is found on page 116, of first book of records,

amounting to three hundred and seventeen pounds

twelve shillings. His will, on record at P^airfield,

dated 3, 24, 1689, makes bequests to his son Jona-

than, grandson Jonathan, Mary Hoyt, granddaughter

Hannah, and " granddaughter Rebecca, whom he had

brought up," and to his daughter Tuttle's four sons,

—Jonathan, Simon, William, and Nathaniel.

Samuel Clark came with the company from Weth-
ersfield, and is on each of the first three lists made at

the time of the settlement. He received seven acres

of land. Savage supposes he was at Milford in 1669,

thence removing to Hempstead, L. I. ; that he mar-

ried Hannah, daughter of Rev. Robert Fordham.and
was living in New Haven in 1685.

John Coe, son of Robert, received, Dec. 7, 1641, two

acres, house-lot, and three acres woodland. He was
born in England, Norfolk Co., in 1622, and he came
with his father to Watertown, thence to Wethersfield,

and thence to Stamford.

Robert Coe was born in Norfolk Co., England, in

1596, and came in the " Francis" to Watertown, Mass.,

in 1634. He was admitted freeman at Boston, Sept.

3, 1634, and is enrolled among the settlers of Water-

town the same year. He brought with him his wife

Ann, aged thirty-three years, and three children

:

John, aged eight years
;

Robert, aged seven ; and
Benjamin, aged five. In 1635 he went to Wethers-

field, where he remained until the settlement of Stam-

ford. 'While here he roiiresented the town in the

General Court of New Haven. He was the deputy

from the town to the General Court of Connecticut in

1656, and was sheritt' of the county from 1669 to

1672.
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is now living. He is one of the most successful far-

mers in the town of Sherman, where he now resides,

on his beautiful homestead, near Sherman Centre.

The Briggs family belong to the Society of Friends.

Mr. Rogers is a staunch Republican and an uncom-

promising advocate of temperance, not only to the

prohibition of the sale and use of spirituous liquors,

but also that of tobacco in any form. He is an active

member of the Congregational Church, and holds the

office of deacon of the same. He possesses some lit-

erary proclivities, and is an occasional contributor of

local news items to the press.
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in 1685—Indian Deeds, etc.—Deed of 1645—Report to General Court of

Deed of 1645—Agreement of Ponus and Onax, 1655—Agreement with

Tuphance and Penahay, 1GG7—The Stamford Patent.

This town lies in the southwestern part of the

county, and is bounded as follows : On the north by

Westchester Co., N. Y. ; on the east by New Canaan

and Darien ; on the south by Long Island Sound ; and

on the west by Greenwich.

The surface of the town is undulating, and the soil

is a fertile gravelly loam. The same holds true to-

day as written by Barber in 1836 :
" This is a pleasant

and fertile township, rich in the resources of agricul-

tural opulence, abounding in the means of subsist-

ence, with the advantages of a ready and convenient

market."

THE FIRST SETTLEMENT.

The first movement towards the settlement of this

town was made in the early part of the year 1640 by

a number of sturdy pioneers from Wetliersfield, who,

having become dissatisfied with certain rules and reg-

ulations governing that parish, decided to seek a peace-

ful retreat elsewhere, and under the leadership of Rev.

Mr. Davenport, of honored memory, who had been

their champion in the dissensions at Wethersfield, re-

solved to locate farther inland, and in the following

year, leaving their old home, pursued their course

westward, and settled where now is located the borough

of Stamford, then in the New Haven jurisdiction.

The following is a copy of the order under which

the settlement was made :

" Whereas, Andrew Ward and Robert Coe of Wethersfield were deputed

by Wethersfield men the 30th of the 8th month, commonly called Octo-

ber, 1640, to treat at New Haven, about the plantation lately purchased

by said town called Toquanis, which being considered of it was agreed

upon by the said court and justices aforesaid that they shall have the

said plantation upon the terms following
;

first, that they shall repay

unto the said town of New Haven all the charges which they have dis-

bursed about it, which comes to thirty-three pounds as appears by a note

or schedule heninto annexed
;
secondly, that they reserve a fifth part of

said plantation to be disposed of at the appointment of this court to such
desirable persons as may be expected, or as God shall send hither, pro-

vided that if within one whole year such persons do not come to fill up
those lots so reserved that then it shall be free for the said people to

nominate and present to this court some persons of tlieir own choice

which may fill up some of those lots so reserved if this court approve of

them; thirdly, that they join in all points with this plantation in the

form of government here settled, according to agreement betwixt this

coui t and Mr. Samuel Eaton about the plantation of Totokett. These

articles being read together with Mr. Samuel Eaton's agreement in the

hearing of the said parties or deputies, it was accepted by them and in

witness thereof they subscribed their names to the articles in the face

of the court."

It is evident that the dissatisfied body of persons

from Wethersfield were thoroughly in earnest in the

determination to make a settlement here, for the first

records in the old town book show that each man
who signed the compact to remove hither was to

begin and prosecute the design of a plantation " under

paine of forfiture of 5 lb a man." As an interesting

relic of that period the entire record, of which the

above is an extract, is inserted.

"1640-41. A town bo(ok of the) freeholders of the towne (of Stam-

ford as it) was afterwards called, but now Rippowam contayn(n;in(g the

acts) and conclusions of the companie of Wetliersffeld men, to (begin a)

removal thither this winter. And also their most matteriall acts and

agreements, touching the place how they came by it, theire rat(es) and

accounts, their divisions and grants of land, and records of every man's

land, and passages of land from one to another.

"First these men whose names are underwritten have bound them

s(elves) under the paine of forfiture of 5 lb a man to goe or sende to

Ripp(owan) so begin and psecute tlie dcsigne of a plantation there by ye

16th o(f) may next, the rest, theire familyes thither by ye last of novem-

be(r) 12 months, viz. Ki Denton, ma mitchell, Thur Rainor, Robt. Coe.

And Ward, Ri Gildersleue, Edm Wood, Jo Wood, Jer Wood, Sam Clark,

Tho Weekes, John Wood H, Jer Jagger, J Jisopp, Jo Seaman, Sam Sher-

man, Hen Smith, Vincint Simkins, Dan Finch, Jo Northend, 20.

" And whereas the purchase of the place and vewing of it first mayde
by our friends of new hauen and we stand indebted to them for it : it (is)

ordered at the same time That 100 bushels of come at 35 a bushell be

paid in towards it we raised and sent them as followeth, m(r) ma mitchel,

hu. p.

Sergt. M. M 14.3

T.Reiner 5.3

Mr. Denton 4.1

And. Ward : 4.1

Ra. Coe , 4.1

Ri. Gildei'sleue 4.0

Ri. Raw 3.2

Jo. Reynoulds 3.2

Jo. Whitmore 3 1

Ro. Bates 3.1

Ri. Crab ,3.1

Sa. Sherman 3.1

Jef. Firries 3.1

Dan. Finch 3.0

J. Northend 2.3

Jonas Wood, H 2.3

Edm. Wood 2.2

Jon Wood 2.2

Sam. Clarke 2.2

Fra. Bell , 2.2

Jer. Jaggar 2,2

Jo. NotorM. M 2.1

Tlio. We(ek9) 2.2

Jer. (Wood) 2.1

Th(o Morehouse) 2.1

Ro Fisher) 2.0

Jo. Jissop) 2.0

(Hen. Smith) 1.3

(Vincint) 1.3

Jo. Seaman.....^ 1 3

100.0

The following is a highly interesting record, show-

ing, as it does, the first assignment of lands and the

names of the first permanent settlers of Stamford

:

" Also this is to be noted that in a full meeting of its company there

was intending to come hither the same spring that we came, many of
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those twenty-eight men aforomontionerl anil John Jisop were severally

considered of, and what quantity of land woh meet for every man deter-

mined of, the man under consideration almeuting himself while his case

was in hand, and so successively ; and when ho was called in again and

demanded if so much gave him content, and so contentment and satis-

faction was by every one of these men acknowledged ; and they set

down these numbers of acres of niarcli and upland alter the same pro-

portion as foUoweth

:

Math Mitchell 28

Thurston Raiuer 20

Mr. Denton 14

And Ward 14

Ro. Coe 14

Hi. Gildersleue l^J

R. Law 11

Jo. Renoulds 11

Jo. Whitmore Ill

Ri. Crab 10
Jeff. Firries 10

Ro. Bates 10

Sam. Sherman 10
Dan. Finch 00

Jonas Wood H 08

Jo. Northend 08
Jer. Jagger 07

Edni. Wood 07
John Wood, 0 07
Sam. Clark 07
Fra. licU 07
Tho. Marshall 07
Jer. Wood G
Thos. Weeks G

Jo. Seaman G

Ro. Fisher] 5
Jo. Jissop 5

Hen. Smith i
Vincint, 3

27C

During the following season the little settlement

was gladdened by the arrival of others anxious to

rear their homes in these fertile lands, as the follow-

ing records show

:

" And in town meeting, Dec. 7, was there granted, besides house lots

as other men had, Tho. Armitage, ten acres; Jo. Ogden, ten acres ; Wm.
Mayd, (Mead), five acres ; with woodland as chosable as those above.

"Also to these men, besides, house lots as others, (Joh)n Stevens, Tho.

Pop, Tho. Hyoute, Hen. Akerly, Jo. Smith, senr., Jo. Smith, jun., (John

Ko)ck\vell, Jam. Pyne, Dan. Scofi'old, & Jo. Coe
;
every of them two acres

(home lot) and three acres woodland in the field now to be inclosed."

" (Oc)tober 1G42, in a general town meeting was given these, foU^ow-

ing) these lots as other men, marsh & woodland, viz : (
)ine, Jo.

Underbill, eight acres ; to Robert Hustico seven acres; ( ) acres;

Jo. Miller, five acres, to Jo. Finch, si,\ acres; ( )ree acres; & to

every of them woodland after the same pro(portion, & to Willi)am New-
man two acres marsh & three acres woodland.

"
( )ember 1G42, Wiis granted these men every man (a house lot &)

land in the field to be inclosed, viz : Jo. Lum, Jam. S\v(ead), ( ),

Symon Seiring, & to Jonas Weede a house and (pasture lan)d in the field

to be inclosed. ( ) I'ierson, Jo. Towne & Wm. Graves have had

every one (a house lot) & Tho. Slawson house lot and three acres in the

field ( ) and eight men are freeholders as above."

EARLY SETTLERS.

Henry Ackley received Dec. 7, 1641, two acres,

home-lot, and three acres of woodland. Savage makes
him at New Haven in 1640. The colony records

mention him there as rebuked for "building a cellar

and selling it without leave" in April of that year.

Thomas Armitage received ten acres of land, De-
cember, 1641. According to Savage, he belonged to

Lynn, Mass. He came from Bristol, England, in

1635, in the ship "James," with the llev. Richard

Mather and others, and removed in 1637 to Sand-
wich, Mass., whence he came to Stamford as above.

In 1647 he appears on the list of Hempstead settlers.

Eobert Bates came from Wethersfield with the first

colony, and is on the list of the thirty who paid one

hundred bushels of corn to the New Haven " friend*,"

who had surveyed and transferred the territory to

them. Jlis lot in Wctlicr.sneld, which waw thirty and

a third rods in width, containing one hundred and

eighty-two acres, was sold in 1641 to William Oib-

bons. His death is recorded, at Stamford, June 11,

1675. His will, probated Nov. 1, 1675, makes be-

quests to his son John, his daughter Mary Ambler,

and son-in-law John Cross. He bequeathed certain

negroes, who arc to be made free at forty years of age.

Francis Bell is on tlie list of the twenty-nine set-

tlers who were assigned land in 164fJ, when he re-

ceived seven acres. As his name does not appear on

the Wethersfield records with the other Stamford

settlers, it is probable he was still quite young. He
became prominent here, and has been fully rep-

resented in every generation since in descendants

both of his own and of other names. His wife Re-

becca died here in 1684, and he Jan. 8, 1690. His

son Jonathan was the first child born in the town,

and his birth was in 1641. Mrs. Bell's clothes, of

which the inventory is on record. Book 1, page 12,

were by the husband's order divided equally between

the two daughters, Rebecca Tuttle and Mary Hoyt.

The inventory of Lieut. Francis Bell, dated January,

1689, is found on page 116, of first book of records,

amounting to three hundred and seventeen pounds

twelve shillings. His will, on record at Fairfield,

dated 3, 24, 1689, makes bequests to his son Jona-

than, grandson Jonathan, Mary Hoyt, granddaughter

Hannah, and " granddaughter Rebecca, whom he had
brought up," and to his daughter Tuttle's four sons,

—Jonathan, Simon, William, and Nathaniel.

Samuel Clark came with the company from Weth-
ersfield, and is on each of the first three lists made at

the time of the settlement. He received seven acres

of land. Savage supposes he was at Milford in 1669,

thence removing to Hempstead, L. I. ; that he mar-

ried Hannah, daughter of Rev. Robert Fordham, and

was living in New Haven in 1685.

John Coe, son of Robert, received, Dec. 7, 1641, two

acres, house-lot, and three acres woodland. He was

born in England, Norfolk Co., in 1622, and he came
with his father to Watertown, thence to Wethersfield,

and thence to Stamford.

Robert Coe was born in Norfolk Co., England, in

1596, and came in the " Francis" to Watortown, Mass.,

in 1634. He was admitted freeman at Boston, Sept.

3, 1634, and is enrolled among the settlers of Water-

town the same year. He brought with him his wife

Ann, aged thirty-three years, and three children:

John, aged eight yeai"s
;

Robert, aged seven ; and
Benjamin, aged five. In 1635 he went to Wethers-

field, where he remained until the settlement of Stam-

ford. While here he represented the town in the

General Court of New Haven. He was the deputy

from the town to the General Court of Connecticut in

1656, and was sherift' of the county from 1669 to

1672.
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Richard Crabb.—His name first appears on the roll

of the general meeting of the freemen, at Hartford,

for the election of magistrates, Jan. 16, 1639; and

April 9, 1640, he is present as deputy, and must have

been a man of some note. He came to Stamford with

the company from Wethersfield, and is on the list of

those who paid the hundred bushels of corn to the

New Haven colony, and of those to whom the first

assignment of land was made. He received ten acres.

His land must have been assigned him west of the

present limits of the town, as he is spoken of subse-

quently in the records as belonging to Greenwich.

Rev. Richard Denton came with his parishioners

from Wethersfield. His name heads the first list of

the new colony, and stands third on the list of those

who paid for surveying the tract. He received four-

teen acres, only two of the settlers exceeding him in

the assignment of land.

Jeffrey Ferris, made freeman in Boston in 1635,

came with the first settlers, is on the list of those who
paid for the survey, and received ten acres at the first

assignment of land. Savage says he was from Water-

town, Mass., where he was made freeman, probably

May 6, 1635, whence he came to Wethersfield. He
sold his lot in Wethersfield, of forty-five acres, to John

Deming. He came with the first colony from Weth-

ersfield, and in 1656 is one of the eleven Greenwich

men who petitioned to be accepted under the New
Haven jurisdiction. His will, found on the Probate

records at Fairfield, is dated Jan. 6, 1664. He wills

to the four boys he brought up ten pounds sterling

apiece if they live with any of his children until they

are eighteen years old, the money then to be put out

for them until they are twenty years of age. His will

names also his wife Judy, son James, son Jonathan

Lockwood, and Mary Lockwood, son Peter's three

children, and son Joseph's two. Judy Bowers, his

widow, receipts for her widow's jjortion, March 6,

1667. His marriage contract with his wife Susannah,

widow of Robert Lockwood, of date May 28, 1661,

pledges certain legacies to the children of Robert

Lockwood, deceased, and mortgages his Greenwich

lands and " housings." He died in 1666. The name

Ferris is from Leicestershire, house of Feriers, from

Henry, son of Gualchelme de Feriers, to whom Wil-

liam the Conqueror gave large grants of land in the

three shires of Staff"ord, Derby, and Leicester.

Tradition invests the emigration of this family to

this country with the hues of romantic adventure,

—

the ancestress, high born, following her plebeian lover

out into this Western world, to share with him here

the fortunes which English aristocracy would not

allow there.

Daniel Finch, made freeman in Boston, 1631, and

enrolled same year among Watertown settlers. In

1636, he was constable in Wethersfield, whence he

came with the Stamford settlers, 1641, and is on each

of the three first lists of the colony. He received

nine acres in the first distribution of land. Savage

supposes he was from Watertown, Mass., and that he

came in the fleet with Governor Winthrop ; that he

was made freeman May 18, 1631; that he went to

Wethersfield in 1635 or 1636, where he was constable

in the latter year. He also makes him remove in

1653 to Fairfield, where he married, Dec. 25, 1657,

Elizabeth, widow of John Thompson, and died March,

1667. His marriage agreement with Elizabeth Thomp-
son is on the Probate records at Fairfield.

John Finch is assigned by the town in October,

1642, six acres, with marsh and upland, as the other

men. He died here in 1657. He sold his house and

home-lot in 1653 to Richard Ambler.

Robert Fisher was here early, if not with the first

colony. He had land assigned him by the town, as

appears from the testimony of Thomas Morehouse,

March 17, 1649, in which he says that John Whit-

more sold to his son John the land which was Robert

Fisher's by gift of the town.

Robert Gildersleeve came with the first company
from Wethersfield, and is on each of the first three

lists of settlers. He received, in the first distribution

of land, thirteen acres. While here he was a rep-

resentative from the town in the General Court at

New Haven.

William Graves received a house-lot in the distri-

bution of November, 1642.

John Holly was here, as present records show, as

early as 1647. William H. Holly, Esq., copied from

the records several years ago the birth of John, son of

John Holly, in October, 1642, which would suggest that

the family may have been here even as early. He
purchased land on the 26th of 12th month, 1647, of

William Newman, and from that date his purchases

of real estate are numerous. He was a noted man,

and much in the j)Ublic service. In 1679 he gave his

house and lot to his son Samuel, and land to his .son

John, reserving to himself and wife half the fruit of

the orchard. He also gave land at the same date to

his son Increase. In his will, on record at Fairfield,

his legatees are his wife Mary, and his children John,

Samuel, Increase, Elisha, Jonathan, Elizabeth Tur-

ney, Bethia Weed, Hannah Hoyt, and Abigail.

Thomas Hoyt, or Hyatt, received three acres of

woodland. This name was si^elled very variously on

the records,—Hoyette, Hyat, Hyot, Hioute, Hout,

Hoyt, Hoight, Hayt, Hiat, Hoit, and Hoyte. Thomas
" Hyat" died here in 1651. I suppose him and

Simon to be the ancestors of the Stamford Hoyts.

The inventory of his estate was rendered in court in

1662, amounting to £132 2s. M. The court gave to

the widow her third, and made Cornelius Jones ad-

ministrator, to divide the rest among the six children.

The administrator was so well pleased with the case

as to take for his wife the widow Elizabeth, and their

marriage is on record, 1. 8. 1657. The children are

recorded as giving receipts to their father-in-law Cor-

nelius Jones, as follows: Caleb, Des. 23, 1661
;
Ruth,

then become Mrs. John AVescot, Feb. 9, 1667 ; Re-
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becca, 13. 8.' 1G74, for twelve pounds eleven shillings

seven pence
;
Thomas, 21. 8. 1674, a like sum ; and

Deborah gives similar rccei])ts, 30. 9. 16(59. These

receipts are for their several portions of tiieir fatlier,

Thomas " Hiat's" estate. John " Hiat," of " Youiilc-

ers," N. Y., gives receipt, July 6, 1689, for twenty

pounds, current pay, to the said Cornelius Jones, his

father-in-law. After careful collation of names I am
unable to distinguish among the settlers the two

family names Hoyt and Hyatt. Within twenty-five

years of the settlement I find these different ways of

spelling the same name. On pages 113 and 114,

Eecords No. 1, the estates of both Thomas Hyatt and

Simon Hoyette are receipted for by the heirs of both.

In these receipts we have the following different spell-

ings : Hoyt, 1662 ;
Hiat, 1669

;
Hoyte, 1661 ; and the

promiscuous entry of these receijits for the two es-

tates would seem to indicate that they belonged to

the same family. Joshua, son of Simon, spells his

name Hyot. When the name became settled in its

two leading forms, Hoyt and Hyatt, as distinct family

names, I hardly think the records will show.

Simon Hoyt was probably here with the first set-

tlers. I take the liberty of entering his name in one

of the places whose name has been effaced by time.

He died here in 1657, and his name occurs quite often

on the records of the town. The inventory of his es-

tate is on record, dated Oct. 9, 1657, and amounting

to two hundred and twenty-five pounds. After his

death his widow Susanna, it appears, married a Bates.

His children, as indicated by receipts given for their

portions of their father's estate, were Joshua, Moses

of Westchester, John, Samuel, Benjamin, Mrs. Samuel

Finch, and Mrs. Samuel Firman. In the distribution

of the estate of their mother, then Susanna Bates,

Feb. 1, 1674, besides the above names, appeared also

that of Thomas Lyon, who probably had married one

of her daughters.

Eobert Husted was one of the company who re-

ceived land in Oct&ber, 1642. He had come ft'om

Mount WoUaston, now Braintree, Mass. He is prob-

ably the father of that Robert Hustis who, according

to Bolton's Westchester, went from Fairfield to West-

chester in 1654. His will, dated July 8, 1652, makes

bequests to his son Angel of all his lands in Green-

wich, with housings ; to his son Robert all his lands

in Stamford, with cattle and housings ; to his wife a

maintenance and other bequests ; and to his daughter

Ann, ten i)ounds. In 1654 his widow, Elizabeth, by

will makes bequests to her son Angel, of Greenwich
;

to Robert, of Stamford, and to her daughter Ann, the

wife of Richard Hardy. In the will of Robert the

name is Husted, and in that of the widow the name
is written Hustis, and both are equally distinct, and
that they refer to the same family is also as clear as

the form of the name. Tlie names of the children

are also changed from Husted to Hustis, though in

the second will the name is spelled both Hustes and
Hustis.

Jeremy Jagger came with the first c^jmpany from

Wethersfield, and is on each of the first three lists of

the colony. He received, in tiie first distriljulion of

land, three acres.

John Jessup came with the first colony from Wetli-

ersficild, and is on each of the first three lists of the

colony. He received, in the first distribution of lands,

five acres. In 1664 he represented Westchester in the

Connecticut Assembly. His name is spelled on our

records, Gcsseppe, Gisejjpe, Gesoppe, Gishoj).

Richard I^aw came with the first settlers from

Wethersfield, is on the second and third lists of the

settlers, and received, at tlic first assignment of land,

eleven acres. He married Margaret, daughter of

Thomas and Frances Kilborn, of Wethersfield, who
was born in 1612.

John Lum was here in 1642, and received a house-

lot in the distril)ution of tliat date.

William Mayde (Mead) received, Dec. 7, 1641, five

acres, house-lot, with woodland. The wife and son of

William Mead died here in 1658.

John Miller received from the town, in October,

1642, five acres, house-lot, and marsli and upland, as

the other men. This name is on Chapin's list of the

Wethersfield colony, where he was in 1630. He died

soon after coming to Stamford, in 1642, leaving three

sons.

Matthew Mitchell came with the settlers from

Wethersfield. His name stands next, on the first list

of the colony, to the minister's, and heads both the

next two lists. He paid about' three times as much
as any other of the settlers towards the survey of the

land, and received twenty-eight acres in the first dis-

tribution of the land.

Thomas Morehouse is on the list of those who
shared in the first distribution of land, and received

seven acres. In 1649 he was here, as ajjjjears from

his testimony in court. Savage makes him in Fair-

field in 1653. His will and inventory are on the

Fairfield records, Sept. 11, 1658. His wife Isabel is

mentioned in the will, and children, Hannah, Samuel,

and Thomas, the last of whom was to be paid his por-

tion in four years; Mary in five years ; and so each

child one year later; and if any of them die before

seventeen, their part to be divided, if unmarried.

William Newman hath assigned to him by the

town, in October, 1642, two acres marsh and throe

acres woodland. In 1659 complaints having been

made to the court in Now Haven respecting the
" sizes of shoes," the court, hearing that William New-
man had an instrument which he had brought from
England, which "was thought to be riglit to deter-

mine this question, did order that the said instrument

should be procured and sent to New Haven, to bo

made a 'Standard,' which shall bo the rule between
buyer and seller, to which it is required that all sizes

be conformed." Mr. Newman was evidently a man
of note in the young colony, and once represented the

town in the General Court.



696 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

John Northend came with the colony from Wethers-

field, and is on each of the first three lists of the set-

tlers. He received in the first distribution of the

land eight acres.

John Ogden received, Dec. 7, 1641, ten acres, house-

lot, with woodland, like the first company. In 1642

he agreed with Governor Kieft, of New York, to build

a stone church for twenty-five hundred guilders. In

1644 he was a patentee of Hempstead L. I.

Richard Ogden, brother of the above, went to Fair-

field, where he became a man of note.

Pierson received, in the distribution of No-
vember, 1642, a house-lot. The Christian name is

obliterated, but that of Henry is given to the Pearson

who emigrated with Mr. Denton in 1644. A Jacob

Pearson (Pierson) was landholder in 1661.

Thomas Pop received, Dec. 7, 1641, a house-lot,

with woodland, the same as the first company. This

name should probably be Pope, and he probably

went soon after the colony settled here over to Hemp-
stead.

James Pyne received, Dec. 7, 1641, two acres, house-

lot, and woodland, the same as the first company. He
went to Hempstead, L. I., and was accepted as free-

man from that town of the Connecticut colony in

1664.

Thurston Raynor came with the first company from

Wethersfield. His name on each of the first three

lists stands next to Matthew Mitchell. In the first

distribution of lands he received twenty acres. He
sold his lot in AVethersfield, which contained three

hundred and thirty acres, to Richard Treat. On
reaching Stamford he was appointed to the New
Haven court with senatorial honors. This distinc-

tion places him among the foremost of our pioneers.

From Stamford he went to Southampton, L. I., where

he was held in honor.

John Renoulds appears on the list of the settlers of

Wethersfield, from which place he probably came
with the first settlers of Stamford. His name is on

the second and third lists of the colonists. He re-

ceived, in the first allotment of land, eleven acres.

John Rockwell received, Dec. 7, 1641, two acres,

home-lot, and woodland, as the first company.

Daniel Scofield received, Dec. 7, 1641, two acres,

home-lot, and Avoodland, as the first company. He
died in 1671. His children were Daniel, John, Rich-

ard, Joseph, Sarah, the wife of John Pettit, and Mary.

His widow Mary became the third wife of Miles Mer-

win. The son Joseph suff'ered so much from hard-

ships in King Philip's war as to lose his life in 1676,

giving his estate to his brothers and sisters. His will,

dated Sept. 4, 1664, gives to his wife one-third the es-

tate, with use of the house for her lifetime ; to his

daughter Sarah, five pounds ; and to her two children,

five pounds ; and to the other four children, Daniel,

John, Joseph, and Mercy, the rest of the estate. His

wife and two of the sons, Daniel and John, were

made executors.

John Seaman came with the first company from
Wethersfield. His name is on each of the first three

lists of the colony, and he received in the first distri-

bution of land three acres.

Simon Seiring appears on the records, in 1642, as

landholder, where his name is spelled Cymon. He is

reported on the list of those who went, in 1644, with

Mr. Denton to Hempstead, L. I.

Samuel Sherman came with the first settlers from

AVethersfield. His name appears on each of the first

three lists of the new colony, and he received, in the

first distribution of land, ten acres. He was assistant

in the New Haven court in 1662, and his reappoint-

ment for the next two years. He was also sent to the

General Court of Connecticut, after the union of

the town colonies, in 1665. In his sale of house

and land, in 1654, he is said to be " now living in

Stratford." In leaving Stamford he probably took

every member of his family, as the name does not

subsequently occur on our records. The descendants

of this pioneer of Stamford have numbered many
very eminent men, among whom are John Sherman,

the present Secretary of the Treasury, and Gen. Wm.
T. Sherman.

Vincent Simkins came with the first company from

Wethersfield.

George Slauson came probably from Sandwich,

Mass., with Thomas Armitage, in 1642. He appears

in our account of the first church of the town as a lead-

ing member, and he was also evidently a man of note in

civil life. I suppose him to have been the representa-

tive from the town in 1670. He had three children, as

appears from his will, dated Dec. 16, 1694,—Eleazer,

John, and a daughter who married John Gould. He
died Feb. 17, 1695. His son John married, in 1663,

Sarah Tuttle, of New Haven, and had a son John

born in 1664, and Jonathan in 1667. The wife of

this John was killed Nov. 17, 1676, by her brother,

Benjamin Tuttle, who was executed for it the follow-

ing June. He then married a second wife, Elizabeth

Benedict, and had a daughter Mary and a son Thomas.

He died in 1706. He was doubtless the ancestor of

the present Slason families in town.

Thomas Slawson in November or December, 1642,

received a house-lot, and three acres " in the field,"

besides. Savage says he did not stay long in Stam-

ford.

Henry Smith came with the first company from

Wethersfield. His name is on each of the first three

lists of the new colony, and in the first distribution

of land he received three acres. Whence he came to

Wethersfield is not known. He was promoted for

freeman in 1670, and died in 1687. He had a son

John, mentioned in his will, and a daughter Rebecca,

who married, July 2, 1672, Edward Wilkinson, of

Milford, and a daughter Hannah, who married a

Lawrence.

John Smith, Sr., received, Dec. 7, 1641, two acres,

house-lot, and woodland, the same as the first com-
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pany. He and his son John went to Hempstead, L. I.

John Smith, Jr., received, Dec. 7, 1641, two acres,

house-lot, and woodhmd, as the first company. In

1675, John, Jr., in a deposition, gives liis age at sixty
j

years, and says that wliilc in Htamford he was called

Eock John Smith, for distinction.

John Stevens received, Dec. 7, 1641, two acres,

house-lot, and a woodland, as the first company. The

descendants of this pioneer have been quite numerous.

Samuel Swain, in September, 1642, is engaged to

build at the common charge of the townsmen a mill,

as appears from a record of that date, and his name
occurs later in the records.

James Swead received a house-lot in the distribu-

tion of November, 1642.

John Towne received in the distribution of Novem-
l)er, 1642, a house-lot.

Capt. .John Underbill had assigned to him in Octo-

ber, 1642, house-lot, eight acres, and woodland, as

the others. He was made a freeman in Boston in

1631.

Andrew Wai'd.—This name appears in the first

record of the " Corte holden at Newtown, 26th April,

1636." He was one of the five worthies, who thus

had in their hands the destinies of the new settle-

ment at Newtown (Hartford), and so those of the

State. The record states that he had been dismissed

from the church of Watertown, Mass., on the 28th

of May last, and he with his associates are authorized

to renew the covenant. He continued a member of

the court until September, 1639. At the session held

October, 1639, he is nominated by the court to be pre-

sented for the vote of the county for magistrates in

April next. In 1637 he is reported in the records of

the General Court as collector of Wethersfield, and

he doubtless came to Stamford with the Wethersfield

settlers. His name is on each of the first three lists

of the pioneers, and during his life here he was a

l^rominent man. He was chosen magistrate for the

colony in 1646 to represent it in the higher branch

of the New Haven- court. His will, still found on

record in Fairfield, bears date June 8, 1659, and

makes bequests to his wife Esther, son John, daughter

Sarah, daughter Abigail, and his two youngest sons,

Andrew and Samuel. It is stated also that his other

children had received their portions. From this pio-

neer of the town have descended eminent names.

Henry Ward Beecher gets his middle name from him,

and his daughter Mary was grandmother of Vice-

Pi"esident Aaron Burr.

Jonas Weed came to Watertown in 1631, where he

Avas made freeman, and thence to Stamford in 1642.

He died here in 1676. His will, on record at Fair-

field, dated Nov. 26, 1672, makes his legatees his wife

Mary, and his children John, Daniel, and Jonas;

Mary, wife of George Abbott
;
Dorcus, wife of James

Wright; Samuel; John Rockwell for Elizabeth;

Sarah ; and Hannah, wife of Benjamin Hoyt. His
administrators were his wife Marv, and liis sons

45

Daniel and John. The widow died in 1690. Hi«

son John married .loanna, daughter of Richard
" Westcoat." 'J'ho son .Tonas married, Nov. 6,1670,

j

Bethia, daughter of .John Holly, and to him tlie

father gave, in 1671, the house wliere he was then

living. The descendants of this .Jonas Weed liave

been very numerous here, and they have, also, always

been among our prominent citizens.

Thomas Weeks went from Wethersfield to Iladley

and returned to Wethersfield, from which place he

proliably came with the first company of settlers to

Stamford. His name is on the second and third lists

of the colonists, and he received, in the first distribu-

tion of land, six acres.

John Whitmore came with the first company of

settlers from Wethersfield. His name is on the second

and third lists of the colonists, and he received, in

the first distribution of land, ten acres.

Jonas Wood, Sr., came with the first company of

settlers from Wethersfield. His name is on each of

the first three lists of the colonists, and he received, in

the first distribution of land, eight acres. He was

among the settlers of Springfield in 1636, from which

place he went to Wethersfield. In 164S he brings an

action against Thomas Newton, of Fairfield, when he

is reported as from Long Island. In 16o4 he was in

Southamjiton, L. I., as apjiears from an action against

him in the court of magistrates at New Haven. In

that action he is called Hallifax Jonas by Richard

Mills, of Stamford, in his testimony. In 1658, Jonas

Wood (O) and Jonas Wood (H), both of Hunting-

ton, L. I., agents for the inhabitants of the same, de-

sire to join with this colony (New Haven). In May,
1662, on the petition of Huntington, L. I., he is ap-

pointed by the General Court in Hartford the first

townsman and custom-master. He became on Lang
Island a man of some prominence. His name heads

the list of those to whom the town of Huntington

was granted in 1666.

Jonas Wood, Jr., came with the first company of

settlers from Wethersfield. His name is on the second

and tliii'd lists of the colonists. He received, in the

first distribution of land, seven acres.

Edmund Wood came with the first company of

settlers from Wethersfield. His name is on each of

the first three lists of the colonists. He received, in

the first distribution of land, seven acres.

Jeremiah Wood came with the first comjiany of

settlers from Wethersfield. His name is on each of

the first three lists of the new colony.

Francis Yates is on Chapin's list of the residents

of Wethersfield, between 1634 and 1673. He went to

Stamford, where he stayed until 1644. when he removed

with Mr. Denton to Hempstead. L. I.

The healthful climate and fertility of the soil soon

attracted other settlers, and not much time elapsed

ere the little colony was rapidly being augmented by

an enterprising class of people. The following is a

list of tho>e who came in between the yeai-s 1643 and
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the breaking out of the Revolution : Joseph Arnold,

Richard Ayres, Sr., Samuel Baker, John Banks, John

Beachgood, John Beldin, Matthew Bellamy, Samuel

Blackley, Joseph Blackley, Josiah Blackman, Wil-

liam Blanchard, Israel Boardman, Richard Booloch,

Ephraim Bostwick, Nathaniel Borden, Richard Bou-

ton, Daniel Briggs, Samuel Brooker, Samuel Bryan,

Richard Chester, Daniel Chichester, William Clem-

ents, John Cluggstone, John Clock, Thomas Corey,

Cary Conklin, James Crawford, Nathaniel Cross,

Cornelius Curtiss, Francis Dan, Richard (Daniels)

Daniel, John Davis, Rev. John Davenport, Cornelius

Delavan, Peter Demill, Anthony De Forest, John

Dixon, Dr. John Drew, John Dufrees, John Emery,

John Fancher, Mary Fountain, Samuel Fountain,

Eneas Fountain, Jeremiah Gager, Joseph Gale, Jere-

miah Gaylor, John Gold, Capt. George Gorham,

Robert Harris, Benjamin Hickox, Richard Higgin-

bottom, AVilliam Hubbard, Samuel Hutton, John

Ingersol, Samuel Jarvis, John Jeffrey, Isaac Jointer,

John Judson, William King, John Ketchum, Henry
j

Kimball, Thomas Lawrence, John Leeds, John Lloyd,

John Lewis, David Lines, John Longwell, Loder,

John Marshall, Jonathan Maltby, Thomas Mathews,

Nathaniel Middlebrook, John Mott, Robert Nichols,

Hugh Norton, Abner Osborne, John Pardee, James

Parkerton, Robert Peltori, John Perry, Joseph Pardy,

George Philips, Stephen Piatt, Nathaniel Pond,

Thomas Potts, Andrew Powers, Joseph Purdy, Samuel

(Provost) Provorce, Isaac Quintard, Henry Rich, Zach-

ariah Roberts, Samuel Richards, Thomas Skelding,

David St. John, James Hait, Jonathan Selleck, John

Selleck, John Stone, Charles Stuart, Joseph Stud-

well, Christopher Sturges, William Sturdivant, John
Thompson, Edward (Tryon) Tryliern, Charles Thorp,

John Todd, Jr., Joseph Turney, James Walsh, John

Waters, Daniel Wescott, John Wescott, Justus

Wheeler, Joseph Whiting, James White, Nathaniel

Wiatt, Benjamin Wheaton, Dr. John Willson, Zophar

AVilmot, Joseph Wilmot, John Williamson, Gilbert

Woolsey, Richard Ambler, Robert Almsley, Elias

Bayly, Robert Basset, Rev. John Bishop, Peter

Brown, Thomas Brown, Clement Baxton, John Chap-

man, Thomas Colgrave, Stephen Clayson, Thomas
Caskrye, Samuel Dean, Peter Disbrow, John Elliott,

John Ellison, Robert Fordham, Joseph Garnsey,

William Gifford, Richard Hardy, William Hill,

Thomas Hunt, Henry Jackson, Edward Jessup,

Joseph Jones, John Karman, Caleb Knapp, Joshua

Knapp, Edmund, Jonathan, and Joseph Lockwood,

John Martin, Richard Mills, David Mitchel, Thomas
i

Morris, Daniel Newman, Thomas Newman, Henry
j

Olwieson, William Oliver, Robert Penoyer, John
j

Petet, Debrow Petie, Potter Williams, G. Rivis,

Robert Rugg, Richard Scofield, Thomas Sherwood,

James Steward, George Stokey, Humphrey Symings,

Charles Tamtor, Gregory Taylor, Nicholas Theale,

Thomas UfRt, Robert Meher, John Waterbury, Jr.,

N. Webster. i

GRIST-MILL.

One of the greatest inconveniences usually met by

the early settlers of any section is the want of mills

for grinding grain. The pioneers of Stamford gave

this matter their early attention, for as early as Sep-

tember, 1G41, an order was passed for the erection of

a mill at a common charge. It was promptly erected

and " set agoing," but during the same year was sold

to private parties.

THIS PERFIDY OF THE DUTCH TRADERS.—THE UJT-

DERIIILL MASSACRE.

The following concise statement of an afiair which

at one time wore a threatening aspect, endangering

the very existence of the community, is from the pen

of the late Rev. E. B. Huntington

:

"Some of the Dutch traders had stripped an In-

dian, who had been tempted by them to drink too

much, of a valuable dress of beaver skins. On re-

covering from his drunken fit, the insulted red man
revenged himself by killing two Dutchmen, and fled

to feast his memory with the great revenge among a

distant tribe. He could not be found. The Dutch

governor at New Amsterdam, Kieft, sought an oppor-

tunity to punish tlie Indians for the revengeful deed.

The next winter the Mohawks fell upon two of the

Hudson River tribes, and after killing their warriors

scattered the remnant in utter destitution to find food

and shelter from the piercing cold among the Dutch

on the South. The time for a civilized revenge had

now come ; and at the instigation of Kieft, with the

sanction of his counselors, more than a hundred of

those helpless fugitives from their savage foe were

sent from their quiet sleep on earth to the spirit world

of their race by a blow from the Dutch soldiers so

sudden that they could not even beg for life.

" Then Indian blood was stirred. Savage vengeance

awoke. With almost electric despatch Indian warrior

pledged to Indian warrior, and clan to clan, the direst

vengeance on their foe. ' More than fifteen hundred

warriors,' according to De Forest, rallied from the

confederacy of eleven clans to constitute this aveng-

ing army. ' A fierce war blazed wherever a Dutch

settlement was to be found ; on Long Island and on

Manhattan, along the Connecticut and along the

Hudson.' From Manhattan to Stamford the coast

was desolated, Dutch and English alike atoning to

the inexoj-able spirit of Indian revenge for the inju-

ries that had been heaped upon the Indian's race.

" Within hearing distance of the Stamford settle-

ment* were three Dutch settlers who had excited the

wrath of the restless and brave Mayano. He nobly

met them, armed as they were, with his bow and

arrows, and brought two of them to the ground. The

third only saved himself by a well-directed blow

which laid the fearless savage at his feet; and the

daring of the fallen sachem had made the extermi-

nation of his tribe a necessity to the safety of the

* Cctweon Greenwicli and Stamford.— 0'Coflig*an.
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whites. A company of soldiers were immediately

dispatched to capture them. At Orcenwich they

were directed hy Capt. Patrick to the rendezvous of

the maddened Indians, but on reaching it not a soul

could be found. Proceeding on into the Stamford

settlement they find Patrick with his own former

comrade in arms, our Capt. John Underbill. They

immediately suspect him of having given the Indians

notice of their approach. They taunt him with the

treachery.

" He who had led his trusty men so successfully

against the bravest of the New England savages

could not brook such insolence from Dutchmen, even

though in arms. He contemptuously spat in the face

of their leader and turned to walk away. A pistol-

ball brought him to the ground in death, and the

Dutchmen returned to the pursuit of their savage

foe.

"Underbill, who had been no friend to the Dutch

settlers, now sympathized with their mortal hatred of

the Indian enemy. He had already signalized his

bravery in the Pequod war. Plis was already a name
of terror to Indians far and near ; and to his presence

our Stamford colony had doubtless owed their com-

parative exemjition thus far from savage invasions.

It was no time for him to rest inactive when his

friends and neighbors were exposed every hour to

some sudden and relentless massacre. He offered his

services to the Dutch Governor, and was at once sent

into the field. The troublesome Indians about Stam-

ford were the first to feel his power. With one hun-.

dred and thirty men he started from New Amsterdam

on a cold and cloudy morning in the February of

1644. They were able to land at Greenwich Point

that evening in a furious storm. AVith the early dawn
of the next morning the resolute captain was again

on the march. All day did the sturdy Dutch soldiers,

under their valiant leader, plod their toilsome way
through the snow until, at eight in the evening, they

had reached the vicinity of the hostile camp. Soon

the clouds gave way, and a clear, bright moon, flash-

ing from the snowy crystals, lighted their way to their

horrid work. By a little after ten they filed round the

southern spur of a ridge stretching towards the north-

west, and the village, a triple range of wigwams, lay

reposing before them, awaiting their attack. With
marvelous celerity the captain circles the doomed
village with his trusty men. Now spring upon them,

as hounds unleashed upon their prey, the stalwart

forms of more than a hundred warriors, all prepared

for their death grapple with the foe. But neither

their sudden rush, nor their wild war-cry, could in-

timidate their assailants. Coolly they are received, a

tenth of them captured, and the rest impetuously

hurled back. For a whole hour the unrelenting

struggle went on. A hundred and thirty men wrestled

in mortal strife with more than five hundred of the

enemy, and when the doomed Indians wtre at length

driven back within their lines of defense, one hundred

and eighty of their fallen comrades were already still

and stiffening in the hlood-staineil snow. Nor would

they yet raise; tli(; flag of truce or cry for fjuart<:r.

Each undaunted sjjirit, left beneath such slielter as

his own or his neighbor's wigwam could give, con-

tinued the fight. This wa« the opportunity for which

Underliill was prepared. He called for fire. Torches

lighted the wigwams. Indian men, women, and chil-

dren, issuing from their ljurning homes, were driven

back to perish in the flam<-s. Before the morning

dawned more than five hundred who, the night

before, had gone to their usual rest, were now sleep-

ing their last sleep with the'unconscious dead.

"By noon of the next day the victors had already

reached Stamford on tlicir way home, having in this

signal chastisement of the Indians of this neighbor-

hood secured the perpetual peace of tiie English set-

tlements."

INDIAN DEEDS, Etc.—TIIE STAMFORD PATENT, 1685.

The following is a copy of the Indian deed which,

in consideration of " twelve coats, twelve howcs,

twelve hatchets, twelve glasses, twelve knives, four

kettles, and four fathom of white wami)um," was con-

veyed, July 1, 1(540, to Capt. Nathaniel Turner for

the New Haven jurisdiction the lands at Stamford:

" Bought of Poniis, sagamore of Toquams, and of Wascussuc, sagamore

of Shippan, by niee, Nathaniel Turner, of Quenepiockc, all the Rrounds

that hclongn to both the above saiil sagamores, except a pic-e of ground*

wliich the above said sagamore of Tocjnams reserved for his and the rest

of said Indians to jilant on—all of which grounds being expressed by

meadows, upland, grass, with the rivers uud trees; and in consideration

liereof, I, the said Nathaniel Turner, amm to give and bring, or send, to

the above said sagamores, williin the space of one niontli, twelve coats,

twelve howcs, twelve hatcliols, twelve glasses, twelve knives, four ket-

tles, four fatliom of white wampum: all of whi.h lands botlie we, the

said sagamores, do i>romise faithfully to perform, lioth for oui-selves,

heirs, executors, or assigns, and here\into we have sett our nnirks ia

the presence of many of the said Indians, they fully consenting thereto.

his mark.

"pd in part payment 12 glnsscs.

12 kuivcs.

04 coats.

* This exception was pinibably that beautiful licadland now owned
mainly by Capt. 15. L. Waitc and the S,-ofiold brothers, .^linti and Ben-

jamin. Tliis tract, in l(i7'2, was given to the Kov. Kliphalet Jones, then

just called to assist the Kcv. Mr. l!islu>p. The terms of the gift arc: •'Mr.

Jones shaU have tliat peioc of hiud at Wes us wlii. li was ini;mivi>d by

the Kngins in case it be cleared fi\>in all Knglish and Kngins. and this

land to be Sir. Jones' proper right in hie of that piece of land granted to

him on (he west side of t!ie Soiitlit'iold,"

—

HuiLtimj: n.
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DEED OF 1645.

The deed of the eastern part of the town, given in

1645, is as follows :

"Tliese presents testify that I, Piamikiif, Sagamore of Roatan and

owner of all the land lieing between Fivemile river and Tinebrook so

called by the English, for diverse reasons and considerations have given

and granted unto Andrew Ward and Richard Law of Stamford for the

iise and property of sayd town, from me and myne to them and theirs

forever, all the above sayd lands lying between the sd Fiveniile river

and Pinebrook, quietly to possess and enjoye in a full and free manner
with all the privileges thereto belonging or apertaining, as witness my
hand in Stamford this twenty-fourth day of March, anno one thousand

six Inindred forty and five.

' PlAMIKIN,
Ilis

mark.

" Witness

'jEnKMV Jaggf.r.

'Gkorge Slason.

" Pejigatox

3
hi^

mark.

his
mark.

'Mamaiema his

niaik.

' Toquatus
ilis

mark.'

REPORT TO GENERAL COURT OF DEED OF 1645.

" At a general court held at New Haven for ye jurisdiction June 9, 1G54

—Several writings recorded concerning lands in question betwixt Stam-

ford and Norwalk, which upon the desire of Stamford is ordered to be

recorded—this may certify that Piamikee, Sagamore did upon ye twenty-

fourth of March in ye year 1045 make a deed of gift of all ye land from

that which is comonly called ye Pine brook by ye English and that which

is called Five mile river or Rowayton, wliere their planting land doth

come veiy near unto ye said land, was by a deed of gift m.ade over unto

Andrew Ward and liijiiard Law ; whicli they did receive for ye town of

Stamford and at the same time did give unto the t-aid Sagamore one coat

in ye presi'uce of George Slasou and after yt three more with some quan-

tity of tobaca, and ye said Sagamore diil confirm ye same by setting liis

liand to a writing then made, ye said Sagamore upon ye gift did excejit

against setting houses because ye English hoggs would be ready to spoil

'

their corn, and yt ye cattle in case they come over ye said Five mile

liver, to which it was granted, yt to inhabit we did not intend, and our

cattle we intended they should li.ave a keeper, and in case any liurts was

done they shonbl liave satisfaction, yt this land as aforesaid was by the

said Piamikee in ye presence of otlier four or five Indians resigned for

ever to ye English, in witness whereof we have set to our liands, Stam-

ford, first month 4, 1054.

" Andrew Ward.
" Richard Law."

AGREEMENT WITH P0NU3 AND ONAX, 1655.

" Our agreement made with Ponus, Sagamore of Toquamske and with

Onax liis eldest son : Altho' there was an agreement made before with the

said Indians and Capt. Turner and the purcliase paid for, yet the things not

being clear, and being very unsatisfied, we came to another agreement

witli Onax and Ponus for their land from the town |)lot of Stamford north

about 10 miles and there we marked a white oak tree with S. T. and going

toward the Jlill Kiver side we marked another white oak tree with S. T.

and from that tree west we were to run four miles, and from the first

marked tree to run four miles eastward, and from this east and west line

we are to have fui ther to the north for our cattle to feed, full two miles

furtlier, the full breadth—only the said Indians reserve for themselves

liberty of their planting ground: and the above said Indians, Ponus and

Onax, with all other Indians that be concerned iu it have surrendered all

the said land to the town of Stamford, as their proper right, forever, and
tlie aforesaid Indians have set their hands as witnessing the truth hereof,

and for and in consideration hereof, the said town of Stamford is to give

the said Indians 4 coats, wliich the Indians did accept of for full satisfac-

tion for the aforesaid lands, altho' it was paid before, hereby Ponus' pos-

terity is cut oft" from making any claim or having any right to any part

of the aforesaid land, and do hereby surrender and make over, for us or

any of ours forever, unto the Englishmen of the town of Stamford, and

their posterity forever, the land .as it is butted and bounded the bounds

above mentioned. The said Ponus and On.ax his son having this day re-

ceived of Richard Law 4 coats acknowledging themselves fully satisfied

for the aforesaid land.—Witness the said Indians the day and date hereof,

Stamford, August 1.5, 1C55.

" Witnesses

" Wm Newman
" Richard Laws

" Ponus. .

"Onax. ."

ARTICLES OP AGREEMENT WITH TAPHANOE AND
PENAIIAY, JAN. 7, 1667.

" An agreement made this 7th of January Anno 1007 between the in-

habitants of the town of Stamford, the one party, and Taphance sou of

Ponus and Powahay son of Onax, son of Ponus, the other party, for a full

and final esew of all questions about all and any rights of lands formerly

belonging unto Ponus Sagamore of Toquams and any of his race or line-

age Isurviving, and for a more full confirmation of the sales of lands,

meadows, rights, pi ivileges formerly made by the foresaid Pouus and Onax
unto the inhabitants of the town of Stamford, the contents of this agree-

ment as followeth. Tiiat, whereas Ponus Sagamore of Toquams, and

AVescus, Sagamore of Shippan, sold unto Capt. Nath'l Turner of Quenni-

piocke, all their lands belonging to either of the forementioned Ponns

and Wescus—the said sale expressing all uplands, meadows, grass, with

the rivers and trees belonging to the foresaid Sagamores, except a piece

of ground which the foresaid Sagamore of Toquams reserved to plant on

—the said sale sjiccified by a deed under their hands; dated the 1st of

July anno 1C40. Also the payment according to the agreement was made
to satisfaction of the foresaid Ponns and Wescus—these forementioned in

the deed are sold and alienated from the aforesaid Piuius and Wescus and

their lieii-s, executors, administrators and assigns nnto the foresaid Capt.

Natli') Turner, and his heire, e.xecutors, administrators and assigns for-

ever—moreover, after this former agreement in the year Anno 1055, the

Inhabitants of Stamford and Ponus Sagamore, and Onax, Sagamore came

to an agreement, for the convenient settlement of their planting ground

at Shehauge, as also how far the bounds of the inhabitants of Stamford

should go, which joint agreement w.as to extend sixteen miles north from

the sea side at Stamford , and two miles short of that the said parties

marked two trees w itli S T ; the aforesaid Ponus and Onax agreeing and

granted the inhabitants of Stamford that their bounds should run from

the aforesaid marked trees four miles east, and from the foresaid marked

trees four miles west; their wliole breadth to be eight miles and for full

satisfaction of the foresaid Ponus and Onax for all and every part of the

lands with the Demensions thereof forementioned and the Indian's

planting Land excepted, four coats was paid and accepted by the said

Indians viz : Ponus and Onax, upon which receipt the said Ponus and

Ona.x gave a full surrender of all the land forementioned from them and

their heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, and in the behalf of all

the Indians unto the English Inhabitants of Stamford and their heirs,

executors, and administrators, and assigns for ever, quietly to possess and

enjoy in free and full manner. Unto this agreement the Indians fore-

mentioned viz: Ponas and Onax subscribed their mark for full conflrm.a-

tion, witnessed by Richard Law and William Newman. Now these pres-

ents witnesseth, that we Taphance, son of Ponus and Powahay son of

Onax as abovenientioned, do hereby acknowledge the several grants and

sales of lands and tlie several agreements thereabouts as above specified

with the payment for satisfaction given for the same, and do hereby for

us and ours fully confirm the said grants and sales with the dimensions

thereof as above specified—furthermore we the foresaid Taphance and

Powahay do hereby both for ns and our heirs, executors, administrators

and assigns, grant and surrender up unto the inhabitants of the town of

Stamford their heirs, executors administrators and assigns forever all our

land or lands formerly reserved to ns for planting at Shehauge and Ho-

qnetch with .all other lands of any sort and privileges of any kind to us

and our predecessors formerly belonging; the said lands and pi ivileges

lying between Tatomock near Greenwich on the west and the land for-

merly granted by Pianiikin to the men of Stamford on the east with the

forementioned dimensions of lengtli and breadth : Quietly to.possess and
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enjoy without future molestation by ub and ours—In conBldoration hereof

the inhabitants of Stanifunl do botli for tlicmselvcs and llicirs pive and

grant unto the foresaid Tajihance and Powaliay and tlicir male iHfiuo and

posterity twenty acres )ilaiiting ground in convenient place or plnccfl

—

with tliese conditions following agieeil unto— first, that the said Indians

fence their ground with a suflicicnt fence—secondly, that tlu.-y shall not

at any time take in other Indians or Indian to reside with them—tlurdly

—only Taphance with his wile and children and Penahay and I'aharron

and an old woman called Nowattonnumaiissqua are allowed—thirdly that

neither Taphance nor Penahay, nor any of theirs shall at any (ime sell,

or any way dii-ectly or indirectly make over or transfei' the said twenty

acres of land or any jiart thereof to any ; but if the said Taphance and

they shall desert and leave the said land, or if in case the said Taphance

and Penahay their nude issue and posterity shall cease and extinguish,

then the foremcntioned 20 acres of land shall fall to the inhabitants of

Stamford, emediately without any further considei'ation, as their proper

right; fourtlily, the foresaid Taphance and I'enaljay both for themselves

and theirs do hereby bind and engage themselves unto a dew and orderly

Bidijection to all town orders of Stamford and the laws of the jurisdiction

that are or shall be made from time to tinje and for the true iierformance

of the foresaid covenants and agreements respectively the parties above-

mentioned do hereby bind themselves and theirs tirndy. In witness

of trxith they have hereto set their hands the day and date above written.

"Signed and delivered In behalf of Stamford.

in presence of Tapiunce Richard Law
Kichard Beach

"J
Pen.vhay Francis Dell

John Endjrey L George Slason

Samuel Jlills J Jonatlnui Selleck

John Holly,"

In about the year 1700 a confirmation was made by
Catoona and Coee of all the previous grants to the

English. Especial mention is made of deeds granted

to the English by Tajihassee, Ponus, Penehays, old

Onax, young Onax, a deed to Capt. Turner, and also

a deed by Hawatonaman. The article is signed by
the following witnesses : John Eye alias John Caukee,

Pohornes, Eenohoctam, Ramhorne, Smingo, Amtaiigh,

Awaricus, Mockea, Papakuma, Simorn, Catona, Capt.

Manin, Wequacuniak, Aquamana, Pupiamak.

THE STAMFORD PATENT.

The following is a copy of the patent granted to

the Stamford inhabitants by the Connecticut colony

under date May 26, 1G85

:

"Whereas the generall court of Connecticutt hath formerly Granted

unto the proprietors Inhabitants of the town of Standford all those lands

both meadow and upland within these abutments upon the sea at the

south, east on the five Wile Brooke between Standford aforesaid & Nor-

walke from the mouth of the sayd Brook till it meet with the cross pass

that now is where the country roade crosseth the sayd path, and from

thence to run up into the country till Twelve nnles be run out upon the

same lyne that is between Stratford and fayrefield; and upon the west

Tatomak Brooke, where tlie lowermost path or roatl that now is to Green-

wich cntts the sayd brooke & from thence to run on a straight lyne to

the west end of a lyne drawne, from the falls of Standfonl Jlill river

which sayd lyne is to run a due west poynt towards Greenwich bounds
a meat mile & from the west end of sayd line to run due north to the

present county roado towards Bye and from thence to run up into the

country the same line that it is lietween Norwalk and Standford to the end
of the bownds, the sayd hinds having been by pnrchas or otherwise law-

fully obtayned of the Indian native proprietors, and whereas the proprie-

tors, the aforesaid Inhabitants of Standford in the colony of Connecticutt

have made-application to the Goucrnor and company of the sayd colon.v

of Connecticutt assend)led In court May 25, IGS.'), that they have a patent

for confirmation of the aforesayd lands so purchased and granted to them
as aforesayd & winch they have stood seized and quietly possessed of for

many years last past witliout Interruption now for a more full contirina

tion of the aforesaid tract of land as it is butted and bounded aforesayd

unto the present proprietors of the sayd township of Stanford, in their

possession and enjoyment of the premises; know ye that the said Gouer-
nor & company assembled iu qeneeal coubt according to the commis-

sion granted to them by Iiiti Ma'tlc In 111* chftrter liare gfren 4 granted

& by these presents do give, grant, ratify and confirm unto Mr. Johu

Bishop, Mr. BIchard law, Capt. Jonathan Rilleck, Capt. John Sllleck,

Lieut. Francis Bell, Lieut. .lonatljan Hell, ennign John Baleo, Mr, Abra-

liani Anibh'r, Jlr. jieter ferri", Mr. Joshua Hoyte, and the rest of the

said present projiiielors of the townshiji of Standford their lieim, kuw:**-

S(jrB and OHsigns forever, the aforesayd jjarcell of land as it Is Iluttwl and

Bininded together with all the meadows, pastures, ponds, waters, rlvcm,

islands, fisliiiigH, Huntings, fowlings, ndnes, minerals, Qiiariies and

precious stones upon or w ithin the said tra< t of land and all other prof-

fits comodities thereunto belonging or in any WMyes appertaining and

do grant unto the aforesayd Mr. John Bishop, Mr, liichaiil lawe, Capt,

Jonathan Sil leek, (.'apt. John Silleck, I,nt. fiancis Bell, Lnt. Jon.-ithan

Bell, erjH. John Bates, Mr. Abridjam Andder, Jfr. peter ferris A Mr.

J(jBhna Iloyt & the rest of the jiroprietois Inhal itantsof Standford their

heii'B successors and assigns forcrver that the aforesaid tract of land hhall

be forever after deemed, reputed & bo an Intire Township of it wdfc, to

have and to hold the sayd Tract of land and prendses w ith all and singu-

lar their appurtenances together, with the piiviledges and Inununities

and franchises herein given and granteil unto the sayd John Bishop,

Richard law, Capt. Jonath.an Silleck, (iipt. John .'•'illeck, Lnt. francU

Bell, Lnt. Jonathan Bell, Kns. John Bati s, Mr. Abraham Ambler, Mr.

peter ferris, & Mr. .loshua Iloyte and other the present projirietore In-

habitants of Standford their heirs successors anil jis(,igns forever and to

the only proper use & bchoofe of the sayd Mr. Jidin Bishop, Richard law,

Capt. .lonathan Silleck, Capt. .John Silleck, Lnt. Franc is Bell, Lnt. Jona-

than Bell, Ens. John Bates, Mr. Abraham Andjler, Mr. peter ferris Si Mr.

Joshua Hoyte.

"And other proprietors Inhabitants of Standford their heirs, succes-

sors and assigns forever, according to the tenor of Ea-t Greenwich in

Kent in free & comon soccage & not in capitee nor by knight service

—

"They to make iniprovnient of the .same as they are capable acconling

to the customs of the country, yielding, rendering and J'aying therefore

to our sovereign lord the king his heirs and successors his dues accord-

ing to charter: In witnicss whereof we have cause the scale of the col-

ony to be here unto afli.Ned this Tw enty sixth of May One Thousand Six

Hundred eighty-five in the first year of the reign of our souereign lord

king James the second of England, Scotland france & Ireland, defender

of the faytli.

" per order of the General Court, signed per me, John Allyn Sec'y."

CHAPTER LXIX.

STAMFORD (Continued^.

THE SOLDIERY OF STAMFORD—THE HEROES OF
FOUR WARS.

The French and Indian Wa)"s—List of Soldiere—Stamford in the Revo-

lution—List of Revolutionary Siddiei's—List of Stamford Loyalists

—

War of 1812—List of Volunteers.

The record of Stamford's soldiery from the period

of the P'rench and Indian wars, in the second quarter

of the eighteenth century, through the various con-

flicts which our country has passed, to the close of the

great Rebellion, 18(31-65, is one iu which the citizens

of this old town may justly feel a patriotic pride.

THE FRENCH AND INDIAN AVARS.

From the town records of this period we find that

Stamford was »live to the emergency, and in 1757 it

was voted that if the " Lord of London shall send

regulars into this town, the town will bear the charge

of accommodating them with what shall be nocessitry

for them."

In December, 1758, it was voted that Col. Hoyt.

Mr, Abraham Davenport, and Ensign Holly be ap-

pointed a committee to supplj- His Majesty's regular
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forces, now quartered in this town, with firewood for

their guard-room and hospital, and what bedding

they shoukl think proper to provide them with, to be

paid for out of the town treasury." In October of

the same year the government ordered paid to the

town of Stamford the sum of three hundred and

sixty-nine pounds and thirteen shillings and four

I^ence halfpenny as compensation for keeping a

part of Col. Frazer's Highland battalion the last

winter.

The following record also appears

:

" These may certify your Honors, that the Highland soldiers ordered

to be quartered in the town of Stamford, arrived at said town, Nov. 30,

1757, and were quartered there until March 30, '58. Tlie number of

soldiers, officers included, was 2,"i0. There were also belonging to them,

seventeen women and nine children. They were at the cost of the town
provided with house-room, heading, firewood, candles, &c., &c. Their

officers insisted upon their being kept within a small compass, which ex-

posed us to much more trouble and cost than otherwise would have been

uecBssary.

"Stamford, April 28, 1758.

JoNA HoYT, ~| Committee to take

Abk. Davenport, V care of the High-

J.MO. Holly,
J

landers."

Among the Stamford citizens who participated in

these wars were the following : Maj. David Water-

bury, Peter Scofield, Reuben Scofield, Abijah Weed,
Benjamin Webb, Charles Webb, Jonathan, Sylvanus,

and Deliverance Slason, and Ebenezer and Walter

Weed. The records in the State library also show
that the following Stamford men were in these wars:

In 1754, Charles Knaj), ensign, was discharged and

Joseph Husted chosen in his jjlace. In November of

this year Joseph Wood was chosen lieutenant of Capt.

White's company.

In 1755, Company Fifth of Fourth Regiment was

officered by Samuel Hanford, captain
;
Joseph Hoyt,

lieutenant ; and Isaiah Starr, second lieutenant, to go

against Crown Point.

March 10, 1757, Col. Jonathan Halt notifies Capt.

David Waterbury that his ensign, John Waterbury,

had asked for discharge from having fallen from his

horse and broken his leg. Samuel Hutton was chosen

in his place.

Jonathan Maltby was captain of Company Two,

and on his resignation Ebenezer Weed was chosen

captain ; Ezra Smith, lieutenant ; and Charles Knapp,
ensign.

In the east part of the town the company called out

in 1747 had for its officers Jonathan Bates, captain

;

Jonathan Selleck, lieutenant; and Thomas Hanford
and Nathan Reed, ensigns.

In the first registry of births, marriages, and deaths

is the following entry

:

"Joseph Bishop, aSholger, son of Joseph Bishop of Stamford, died with

sickness at Lake Goorgo, Nov. 25, at uight in the year 1755."

"Stephen Ambler, a soldier in the expedition at Lake George in 1754,

son to Sergeant Stephen Ambler, died on his return at Sharon, Oct. ID,

1750."

" Ezra Halt, of Stamford a sholger, dyed at Albyny Dec. 28, 1765."

" Joseph Ferris, a Shoulger from Stamford in ye expedition towards

Crown point in ye year 1750, in his return from the expedition dyed with

sickness at Newfilford, on December ye 18, 175G."

THE REVOLUTION.

The following history of Stamford in the Revolu-

tion and incidents of that period are compiled from

Huntington's historical work

:

" At the commencement of the Revolutionary war

Connecticut numbered but sixty-seven towns, and

Stamford ranked in population the sixteenth. Her
grand list was £34,078 8s., which evidenced a still

"higher rank in means than in population. The year

1775 found her represented in the State Assembly by

David Waterbury and Charles Webb, both of whom
had seen service in the old French war, and were

therefore competent to advise in the present emer-

gencies of the State; and, by an unusual stroke of

good fortune, she was also honored in the Senate of

the State by the first name among her civilians, the

Hon. Abraham Davenport, who also had been active

and influential during the long struggles of the

French and Indian wars. The long-expected crisis

had now come. Everything indicated war. Yet

though there were many reasons why our townsmen

would be likely to shrink from an earnest contest with

the mother-country, they were not altogether unpre-

pared for it. They had both the men and the means

to begin and prosecute the struggle.

" At the head of our ministers, of Avhich the town

then counted only five, was that patriot and scholar.

Dr. Noah Welles, who, since his sermon preached

Dec. 19, 1765, to arouse the people over the great out-

rage attempted against them by the Stamp Act, had
missed no opportunity of encouraging his townsmen
to a manly resistance against all such oppression, and

who, though called to lay down his useful life even at

the beginning of the struggle, yet lived long enough

to preach his annual thanksgiving sermon, Nov. 16,

1775. In that sermon, a manuscript copy of which is

in my possession, he moved his people to a grateful

commemoration of the goodness of their fathers' God,

as shown them in ' frustrating the plans of our ene-

mies,' especially in their attempts to secure the aid of

the Canadians and Indians and negroes, in so signally

preserving the lives of our exposed people, in grant-

ing the remarkable success attending our military en-

terprises at Lexington, Charleston, and more lately to

the north, in vi'liich, though ' engaged with the best

British troops,' he assures them we were 'yet never

worsted,' and in inspiring the remarkable union and

harrnony through the colonies in the present struggle

for liberty.

"Nor behind him, in his fervent patriotism, was

that faithful coadjutor. Rev. Dr. Moses Mather, then

the patriot minister of the Middlesex (Darien) Church,

and so soon to test his patriotism amid the insulting

jeers of the ruthless soldiery who were to drag him

from his own consecrated sanctuary, and still more

triumphantly amid the cruel hardships and threat-

ened horrors of the execrable Provost prison to which

he was doomed.
" At the head of our civilians stood the honorable
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Abraham Davenport, a man of college education,

long familiar with the public service in civil lif(!, well

grounded in such legal learning as enabled him, with

no misgivings, to rely upon tlie essential justice of

the Eevolutionary cause, endowed, more than most

men, with an instinctive reverence for what was right

and an inflexible purpose to insist upon it, and, what

was of scarcely less value to him for the part he was

called to act, the inheritor of a large estate, and the

father of an educated and now influential family, who
thoroughly sympathized with him in his espousal of

the patriot cause.

" Side by side with him, ready to the utmost of

their means to sustain any measures which might

promise to aid them in asserting the rights of the

colonies against the unjust demands of the crown,

stood the substantial citizens of the town,—the Hoyts,

and HoUys, and Lockwoods, and Knapps, and Sco-

fields, and Smiths, and Seelyes, and Warings, and Wa-
terburys, and "Webbs, and Weeds.

"Nor were we without military men for the emer-

gency. There were the Watcrburys, then known as

senior and junior, the former long a colonel in the

Continental service who had earned some reputation

for good judgment and military ability in the field,

and the latter soon to earn, by his personal fitness for

it, the rank of general of brigade ; and also the two

Webbs, father and son, the one now a colonel, to test

and prove his claim still more fully in several well-

fought battles of the pending strife, and the other to

pay the forfeit of his active and not unmeritorious

service with his own imi^risonment and death. Then
there was the spirited Joseph Hoyt, the leader of our

minute-men, who only needed to hear that patriot

blood had been shed at Lexington to fly to our ex-

posed metropolis for its defense, and who was so soon

to become the fighting colonel of our fighting Sev-

enth ; and then our captains and lieutenants and en-

signs, and, still more needed and helpful thau they,

our long list of resolute privates, honoring the name
of all our principal Stamford families and cheerfully

girding themselves for manliest defense of their

homes. Thus with one brigadier, two or more colo-

nels, a half-dozen captains, a full dozen lieutenants,

with a number of commissaries and agents of the mil-

itary power, sustained by a gallant band of the rank

and file of the army for independence, Stamford, in

spite of the special temptations to the opposite course,

maintained her honor in that great struggle which
made these British colonies forever free from the dic-

tation and greed of an unscrupulous foreign power.
" An incident occurred in March, 1774, which

might seem to forebode indecision and weakness

among the patriots of the town. A special town-

meeting had been called to appoint delegates to the

convention to be held March 27th in Middletown.

After the meeting was opened by the appointment of

Col. Abraham Davenport moderator, it was voted
' that the town will appoint a committee to meet at

Middletown on the last Wednesday in March, instant,

there to consult proper measures to be pursued to

evade the evils which the town ajjpreliend they are

in danger of concerning Sus(|U(;hannah.'

"After this vote, which for aught that appears waH

unanimous, Capt. Fyler Dibble and Dr. John Wilson

were appointed the committee. The meeting ad-

journed to meet again on the 11th of the following

month to hear the re]>ort of the committee. At the

api)ointed time the adjf)uriu;d meeting was held. The
town make an apjiropriation to cover the expenses of

the committee, and vote that the petition recom-

mended by the Middletown Convention should be

signed by the town clerk, Samuel .Tarvis, in the name
of the town, and forwarded to the Assembly at its

next session.

"This jietition was a lengthy argument framed in

the interests of the Pennsylvanians against the claims

of Connecticut to the territory then held by her citi-

zens and subject to her authority. The convention

authorizing it was made up of delegates from only

twenty-three of the sixty-three towns belonging to

the State, and their action received but little sympa-

thy from the mass of the people. Their petition was

couched in terms indicating an excessive loyalty to

the English government and a readiness to abide by

almost any decision of the crown. Mr. Ingersoll, of

Pennsylvania, was later an avowed Tory. Capt.

Dibble and Mr. Jarvis, of Stamford, also enrolled

themselves among those loyal still to the king, and it

Avould seem that the Stamford people in mass were

by this action committed to the side of the crown

against the Revolution, whose beginnings were al-

ready felt and seen.

" But a few months will show how erroneous such

a conclusion would be. We shall And amjjle record

to show that during that long struggle the great ma-
jority of our townsmen were heartily and self-sacri-

ficingly for the war. Before the opening of hostilities

on the eventful 19th of April, 1775, our citizens had
expressed themselves unequivocally for the patriot

cause. The insolence of the crown, exhibited in the

arbitrary and tyrannical acts which disgraced the rec-

ords of the English Parliament from the time Grcu-

ville, in 1763, accepted Jenkinson's Stamp Act as the

legal process for collecting revenue in America, down
to that most odious coercion act which closed the port

of Boston, had most cft'ectually schooled the great

mass of American citizens to an earnest and impsis-

sioned resistance to any further demands of the Eng-

glish government. Henceforth not even the former

concessions to, the crown would be allowed; and the

people of the several colonies needed only a tew

months of mutual interchange of opinions and pur-

pose to be fully prepared for their irrevocable decla-

ration of independence. To prepare the way for that

declaration the voice of Stamford was not wanting.

The Boston Port Bill had been passed, and groat suf-

fering was the result. Our patriot citizens felt that
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the insult and injury done to Boston was also intended

for themselves and all who had ventured to question

the right of the British Parliament to issue and en-

force such demands; and they would not meanly

shrink from an open espousal of the cause which had

already brought down the vengeance of the crown

upon their suffering brethren. Accordingly, they

met on the 7th of October, 1774, in the town-house,

which proving too small for the patriot band, they

immediately adjourned to the meeting-house, when
the following minute was promjjtly passed :

"*The inhabitants of this town sensibly affected with the distress to

which the town of Boston and province of Massachusetts Bay are sub-

jected by several unconstitutional acts of tlie British parliament ; . . .

hoping to convince the people of this continent that notwithstanding our

long silence wo are by no means unwilling to join with our sister towns

to assert our just rights and oppose every design of a corrupt ministry to

enslave America, do declare that we acknowledge our subjection to the

crown of Great Britain and all the constitutional powers thereto be-

longing as established in the illustrious house of Hanover; that it is our

earnest desire that the same peaceable connexion should subsist between

us and the mother country as had subsisted for a long time before the

late unconstitutional measures adopted by the parliament of Great Brit-

ain ; and we hope that some plan will be found out by the general con-

gress to effect the reconciliation we wish for; yet we are determined by

every lawful way to join with our sister colonies resolutely to defend our

just rights: . . . that we are pleased that a congress of deputies from the

colony is now met at Philadelphia, and relying upon the wisdom of that

body wo declare that we are ready to adopt such reasonable measures as

shall by them be judged for the general good of the inhabitants of

America.'

" This action testifies to the heartiness with which

our townsmen entered upon the great struggle against

the encroachments of the mother-country. Before

the opening of the war the people had been prepared

for it. And when the news of the first battle at Lex-

ington and Concord reached the town it was found

ready with a jjrompt response. New York, then rap-

idly advancing in importance, was thought to be in

especial danger from an invasion of the enemy. Jo-

seph Hoyt, of Stamford, who had now for about

twenty years been in military life, enlisted imme-
diately a company of thirty men and started for the

city. As no immediate danger was apprehended to

the city, the company returned to Stamford and re-

ported only eight days' service.

" The bill of service thus rendered would in these

days be deemed a model for economy. I append it

n full

:

£ s. d.

Whole pay for men's time

20

8 4
Cash expended by Capt. Hoyt on the march 3 12 0
Cash expended by Lieut. Webb 0 17 0
Cash expended by Lieut. Ezra Lockwood 0 6 9
A sloop with jiartof tlie company and 12 men be-
longing to Grf'enwich, under Capt. Hoyt, f]'om
New York to Stamford

2

11 9
Capt. Hoyt's horse hire

0

12 G

28 8 4

"The Ezra Lockwood here reported as lieutenant

is enrolled on the coini^any list as a private. All of

the names are found in our alphabetical list.

" But not thus easily were our townsmen to meet

their obligations to the patriot cause. On returning,

Capt. Hoyt commenced raising another company for

the Continental service wherever needed. By the 6th

of July he had organized a company of seventy-five

men, who were reported ready for duty. The names
would indicate that nearly all of them were Stamford

men. This second company continued in the service

until Dec. 24, 1775, and the entire cost of the service

rendered by them was reported as one thousand one

hundred and thirty-nine and a half pounds sterling.

"A third company was raised here early in the

spring of 1776. In one of the pay-rolls of this com-

pany it is called the ' Company of Col. David Water-

bury, in the regiment of forces of the United colonies

under command of Col. David Waterbury.' On the

list David Waterbury is enrolled as colonel and cap-

tain, and Sylvanus Brown as captain and lieutenant.

The number of days' service is appended to the names,

and this will indicate the company in the alphabeti-

cal list at the end of this chapter.

" In the summer of 1776 we were also represented

in the service by a part, at least, of another company
under Capt. Webb, who were stationed in New York
City. How many other companies or parts of com-

panies were raised in Stamford, we have no means of

knowing. Our catalogue of Revolutionary men at

the end of this chapter, will doubtless fail to report

many who honored Stamford in the war. Every rec-

ord, it is believed, which our town and State can now
furnish has been carefully examined to complete it

;

and every local record has been sought for the pur-

pose of reporting fully all engagements and skir-

mishes and every form of military movement here

during the struggle.

LIST OP REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS.

The following is a list of those who served in the

war of the Revolution from this town : Jeremiah

Andreas, Charles S. Austin, Barnes,'- Stephen

Retts, Seth Baker, Thaddeus Bates, Abijah Beers,

Daniel Beers, Francis Bell, Capt. Isaac Bell, Abra-

ham Bell, Jesse Bell, Jonathan Bell, John Bell, Ste-

phen Bell, Thaddeus Bell, Benjamin Bennet, John

Besse, Peleg Besse, Stephen Betts, John Birchard,

Hezekiah Bishop, Jonathan Bishop, Stephen Bishop,

Jacob Bishop, Jacob Blanchard, Jesse Blatchley,

Capt. Daniel Bouton, Isaac Briggs, Bazalell Brown,

Isaac Brown, Nathan Brown, Roger Brown, Jonathan

Brown, Stephen Brown, William Brown, Sylvanus

Brown, Joseph Brothswell, John Buxton, John

Brown, Samuel Bush, John Clock, Nathaniel Clason,

Isaac Clason, Samuel Clason, Stephen Clason, Ma-
thew Clerk, Jonathan Clock, David Coggins, William

Coleman, Daniel Coley, Thomas Couch, Timothy

Curtiss, Jr., Jeremy Curtiss, Nathan Dan, Squire

Dan, Capt. William Daskam,'^ Lieut. Hezekiah

Davenport,' James Davenport, John Davenport,*

Reuben Defreere, Abraham Davis, David Davis,

1 Was shot but a short distance east from the store on High Kidge.

2 Served under Lafayette.

3 Shot at Ridgefield, April 27, 1777, after the burning of Danbury.

1 A commissary with major's commission.
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Ebenezer Dean, Samuel Dean, Joliii Dibble, An-

drew Doglierty, William Duncomb, Williani El-

dridge, Peter Ferris,^ Jonathan FerriH, llanHford A.

Ferris, Daniel Finney, Fitch," ThomaH Forster,

Thomas Fulton, James Finch, Samuel (iarnsey, John

Gibbs, Talcot Gould, Asabel Green, Elias Gregory,

William Gritf'et, Benoni Gregory, Theoijhilus Han-

ford, Thomas Hawlcy, James Hay, Bethel Heacock,

Ebenezer Heacock, Morris Heacock, Zadoc Hedden,

Jared Hine, Enoch Hinman, Thomas Hobl^y,'' Abra-

ham Holly, Ebenezer Holly, Jr., Isaac Holly, Nathan

Holly, Stephen Holly, John Holmes,'* Nathan How,
Nathaniel How," Bates Hoyt, Ebenezer Hoyt, Elijah

Hoyt, Lieut. Jesse Hoyt, Jonathan Hoyt, John

Hoyt, Joseph Hoyt,'" Josiah Hoyt, Nathaniel Hoyt,

Neazer Hoyt, Samuel Hoyt, Samuel Hoyt," Sylvanus

Hoyt, Warren Hoyt, William Hoyt, Capt. Thaddeus

Hoyt, Silas Hoyt, Salmon Hubbel, Williston Hurd,

Nathaniel Husted, Thaddeus Husted, Samuel Hut-

ton, Nathan P. Jackson, William Jackson, Justus

Jennings, Jonathan Jervis, William Johnson, Capt.

Ebenezer Jones, Ephraim Jones, Reuben June, Silas

June, Thomas June,''^ Israel June, Benjamin Inger-

sol," Samuel Ingersol, Isaac Keeler, Lockwood Kee-

ler, Thaddeus Kceler, Asahcl Kellogg, John Kenney,

Bouton Kna2Jp, Hezekiah Knapp, John Knapp, Syl-

vanus Knapp,'* Usual Knapp, Timothy Knapp, Wil-

liam Knapp,'^ Jacob Knapp, Seth Lee, James Lind-

say, Holly Lines, John Little, Clement Lloyd, Jacob

Loder, David Lockwood, Ezra Lockwood, Isaac

Lockwood,'" Noah Lockwood, Reuben Lockwood,

Titus Lockwood," Timothy Lockwood, Charles Lock-

wood, Samuel Lockwood,'* David Lounsbury, Jacob

Lounsbury, Daniel McCurtiss, John Mason, Samuel

Mather, Joseph Mather, Peter Mead, Tlieophilus

Mead, Reuben Mead, Ebenezer Meeker, George

Mills,''' John Mills, John Mills, Jr., John Nichols,

Daniel Nichols, Abel Nichols, Joseph Nichols, Ga-

maliel Northrup,'^" James Nichols, Rufus Newman,
John Odell, Roger Olmstead, David Olmstead, Rich-

ard Pangburn, David Parrot, James Parsons, Elijah

& In both tho French and Itevulutionary wars.

''Ciii'tain liere in 1781.

' Captain third company, Fifth Regiment, April, 1775, and was ap-

pointed major.

8 In the Danbiiry fight.

° Lientenant in 1782, and at the close of tlie war captain.

1" Lieiitenant-ciilonel of tlie Eightli Connecticut Regiment, regular

arm.v. He had been captain in 1775.

11 Enlisted July G, 1775, and served one hundred and fifty-eight days in

177G as ensign. He was afterwards a lieutenant.

1- Shot as he was l eturning from hoeing in tho field and his two sons

were taken prisoners.

1' Ried in the service.

1* Captain of the town guards.

i" Born in 1756 ; a pensioner. He served under Putnam, and was with

him at Greenwich at the time of his famous plunge on horseback down
the steps.

1" Captain of the town guard in 1781.

1' Knlisted July G, 1775, and after tho mnrderof his brother by the cow-

boys, he \v;is the inexorable avenger of every injured patriot.

18 Second lieuteuant in 1775, in Col. Waterbury's regiment.
i« Captain.

^ Enlisted July 6, 1775, and was a lieutenant.

Patchin, Israel Patchin, James Peat, Ejjhraim Peck,

Andrew Powers, Thomas Provost, Daniel Provfjst,

Samuel Provost, David I'urdy, Isaac Quintard, Da-

vid Raymond, Elias Reed, Ketchcl Reed, Silas Reed,

William Richards, Abraham St. John, Justin St.

.lohn, .lohn M. Saunders, Abram Scofield, J'enjairiin

Scofield, Ebenezer Scotield," Elisha Scofield, Ezra

Scofield, Lieut. Gershom Scofield, Gideon Scofield,

Gilbert Scofield, Ilait Scofield," Israel Scofield, Jacob

Scofield, Jared Scofield, Josiah Scofield (4tli), .losiah

W. Scofield, .losejth Scofield, Peter Scofield, Peltit Sco-

field, Reuben Scofield, Thaddeus Scofield, Seth Sco-

field, Enos Scofield, Sylvanus Scofield, William Scott,

John Seeley, Darling Selleck, David Selleck, Ebe-

nezer Selleck, Joseph Selleck, Simeon Selleck, Dan-

iel Share, William Selleck, Daniel Sherwaod, Thoma-s

Skelding, Ebenezer Slason, Henry Slason,^'' Na-

thaniel Slason,'^' William Shelj), Austin Smith, .Ir.,

Azariah Smith, Capt. Amos Smith, Charles Smith,"

Charles Smith, Jr., David Smith (3d), Daniel Smith,

Ezra Smith (3d), Ebenezer Smith, Isaac Smith, Isaac

Smith, Jabez Smith, Jabez Smith, Jr., Job Smith,

Joseph Smith, Joshua Smith, Lieut. Josiah Smith,^

Levi Smith, Nathaniel Smith, Peter Smith,-'' Capt.

William Smith, Reuben Snifiin, Daniel Stevens, David

Stevens,^* Ezra Stevens,''"' Jacob Stevens, Obidiah

Stevens, Jr., Reuben Stevens, Sylvanus Stevens,

Thomas Stevens, Charles Stewart, Francis D. Swords,

William Thompson, John Todd, Samuel Tryon, Isaac

Wardwell, Jacob Wardwell, William Wardwell, Ben-

jamin Waring, Joseph Waring, James Waring, Serj't

John Waring, Jonathan AVaring,^" Simeon Waring,

Thaddeus Waring, Elisha Waters, John Waters,

Daniel Waterbury, David Waterbury,'' David Water-

bury, David Waterbury (3d), Enos Waterbury, Gideon

Waterbury, Ensign John Waterbury, John Water-

bury (5th), Joseph Waterbury, Peter Waterbury,

Epenetus and David Waterbury, William Waterbury,

William Waterbury, Benjamin Webb,^^ Col. Charles

Webb, Charles Webb, Jr.,^' David Webb, Ebenezer

Webb, Gilbert Webb, Joseph Webb, Jr., Hezekiah

Webb, Samuel Webb, Capt. Nathaniel Webb, Charles

Weed, James Weed, Abishai AVced, Abijah Weed,^'

21 First lieutenant in the service.

22 Died here July IG, 1S40.

2-' Captain here in 177G.

2-t Captain of the home gnanl in 17f!l, and was pensioned.

2" Captain of State guards between tlie lines in 17SI.

25 Had one thumb struck oft' by a ball, and w.ts badly cut in both arms

and the face while warding oft' the strokes of a British officer.

27 Reported two hundred and thirty-eight days' service in 17T0. Ho was

shot at tlio Noroton.

2S Shot at Ridgeficlil.

2* Served one liuiidred and fifty-one days in 177C.

» Captain in 1779.

SI In pursuit of the British retreating from Panbury. He saw Wixwter

shot and .\rnold as ho left his fiiUcu horse, taking his pistols with him.

^ Had been in the French war.

33 Lieutenant in 1775, served as ai\iutant fifty-two daxs in 1776, and was

still later in his father's regiment. He was a prisoner in New York. He
was killed on a gunboat in the Sound.

*• In the old French and Indian war; early entered the Revolutionary

service.
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Asaliel Weed, Benjamin Weed, Annanias Weed,
Daniel Weed, Hezekiah Weed, Elnatlian Weed, Ezra

Weed, Gideon Weed,^ Henry Weed, Jabez Weed,
Jared Weed, Joel Weed, John Weed, Jonas Weed,

Jonathan Weed, Hezekiah AVeed (4th), Lieut. Seth

Weed, Silas Weed, Stephen Weed, Jacob White, 2d

Lieut. Jonathan Whiting, Gilbert Woolsey, Henry
Weeks, Samuel Wheaton, Samuel Young.

STAMFORD LOYALISTS.

The following is a list of Stamford loyalists : John
Bates, Walter Bates, William Bates, Samuel Beck,

Stephen Briggs, Samuel Crissy, Nathaniel Dan, Fred-

erick Fyler, Walter and William Dibble, Anthony
Demill, Joseph Ferris, R. Freeze, Thos. Hemford,

James Howe, Increase, Ebenezer, Elnatlian, John
William, and Samuel Holly, David, James, Samuel

(3d), Stephen, and Jonah Hoyt, Prince Howes, Sam-
uel Munson, and John Jarvis, Casey and Gideon

Leeds, Jonathan Lewis, Jacob Loder, Gideon Lowns-

bury, Shuel Merritt, Jesse Mills, Joshua Newman,
David Picket, F. Rogers, Isaac Quintard, James Sco-

field, Jr., Josiah Scofield (3d), Ezra Scofield, Daniel

Selleck, John Selleck, Obadiah Seeley, Seth Seeley,

Joseph Smith, J. Slasen, Wm. Stone, Admer Stevens,

Heth Stevens, Henry Stevens, Solomon Tucker, Ed-
ward Thorpe, David Waterbury, John Waterbury,

Sylvanus Whitney, and Abijah Weed.

THE WAR OF 1812.

Although the war of 1812 was fought principally

on the great lakes and on Lake Champlain, and ex-

cited no particular local interest in this section, still

companies were organized and held in readiness to

any call which might be made for their services.

The following are lists of those who composed

these companies. The first list is found on a " mus-

ter-roll of a company of infantry under the com-
mand of David Waterbury, captain in the Thirty-sev-

enth Regiment of the United States, commanded by
Lieut.-Col. Aaron Benjamin, from 31st October, when
last mustered, to the 31st December, 1813." On the

back of the muster-roll is written, " Don't give up the

ship," " Lawrence," " David Waterbury" : David
Waterbury, captain ; John Brown, first lieutenant

;

Henry Hoyt, second lieutenant ; Samuel Keeler, third

lieutenant ; Samuel Keeler, Jr., ensign ; Alanson

Holly, sergeant; Nehemiah Rose, sergeant; Lewis

Jones, corporal ; William Jones, corporal ; James
Sanford, drummer ; Nathan Champlain, drummer

;

David Brown, William H. Buel, Joseph Clock, Elisha

Crab, Ebenezer Dennis, John Dean, John A. Dick-

ens, James Forbes, Elisha Fish, Shadrack Fer-

ris, Lysander Fanclier, George A. Fox, Charles

French, Charles Gill, Warren Huchins, Joel Hoyt,

36 Enlisted July 6, 1775. He was the youngest member of Oapt. How's
company, and during the absence of tlie captain he was appointed to take

his place on the sudden appearance of a gang of Tories. He drew up the

company near the school-house in Darieu, and was liimself shot down as

he stood between two of his brothers, Hezeliiah and Jonas.

Daniel Johnson, Reuben Knapp, John Larkin, Moses

Mountcalm, Benjamin Odle, Harry Provost, Isaiah

Rogers, Charles Rowlson, Amos Stickland, William

Stevens, J. W. Sliallenberg, Selleck Scofield, Oliver

J. Smith, David Tucker, Samuel K. Weeks, Isaac

Wilnioth.

The following is the roll of Captain Elijah Reed's

Company in the Thirty-fourth Regiment, commanded
by Nehemiah Lockwood, and bearing date Sept.

8-13, 1813.* It bears the following minute of the

captain : Elijah Reed, captain ; James Clock, lieu-

tenant
;
Ralph Hoyt, ensign ; Selleck Weed, first

sergeant; John Street, second sergeant; Abraham
Tibbet, third sergeant ; David Camp, fourth sergeant

;

Holly Bell, first corporal ; Roswell Reed, second cor-

poral ; Jacob Wardell, third corporal ; Isaac Bishop,

fourth corporal
;
George Weed, Isaac Warren, Seely

Slason, Isaac Bouton, Charles Brown, Lewis Water-

bury, Scudder Weed, Charles Weed, Lyman Seely,

Henry Smith, John M. Nash, Raymond Mather, Fred.

Shitli, David Scofield, Nathan Nash, Samuel Street,

Leander Hoyt, Ezra Hoyt, David How, James B.

Weed, AValter B. Hoyt, Marza Scribner, David Weed,

Joseph Wood, Jacob Little, Chatman Smith, Andrew
Bixbee, Samuel Holden, Benjamin Little, Jonas

Weed, David Holly, Joseph Scofield, absent ; Peter

Stevens, Alvah Schofield, not called on ; Isaac Weed,

Henry Weed, John L. Webb, Hervey Waterbury,

Samuel Waterbury, lived remote ; Thomas Robertson,

not called on ; John A. Scofield, not called on.

The folowing list is that of a company commanded
by CaiJt. Peter Smith, then lieutenant. It is headed

with these words :
" Co. 3, commanded by Peter

Smith, lieutenant. Col. Samuel Dean's regiment, Sep-

tember 8-12, 1813."

The company was called out on the appearance of-a

hostile fieet, and was stationed for four days on Ship-

pan Point. They were allowed twenty cents a day

by the government—the lieutenant commanding re-

ceived sixty cents a day. Isaac Knapp, sergt. ; Jas.

Webb, sergt. ; John Selleck, sergt. ; Luther Knapp,

sergt. ; Charles S. Gaylor, corp. ; Andrew Webb,
corj). ; Elisha Hawley, corp ; Darius Lockwood,

drummer ; Lewis Lockwood, fifer ; Isaac Ferris, Sol-

omon Garnsey, John Andrews, Moses W. Smith,

Smith Knapp, Benjamin Hoyt, Jr., Thomas Weeks,

Isaac Nichols, William Waterbury (6th), John Han-

chaw, William W. Scofield, James Hoyt, Jr., Jo-

siah Austen, Alanson Provost, Epenetus Scofield,

Annanias Hoyt, William Scofield, Jr., Eber Smith,

Drake Studwell, James Smith, Jr., Elisha Scofield,

Gilbert E. Waterbury.

The following were also in the service : John Bil-

lings, who is still living on Longridge, was at New
London ; John Dan and Jonathan Dan were also at

* The enemy appearing hostile in the Sound by the verbal order of

Nehemiah Lockwood, Esq., lieutenant-colonel commandant, I called the

company into service on the 8th of September, 1813, and on the 13th, by

his verbal order dismissed them.
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New London ; Reu1)cn Dibl)I(', son of Jolin, was for

twenty-three months a ])risoner in tlie faniouH Dart-

moor Prison
;
Stei)hcn ITaight, of North Htamftjrd,

then living in New York, was in regular service

;

Alanson Holly, enlisted and served ; Amasa Louns-

bury was in the navy ; William W. Lounsbury was

taken prisoner at New Orleans, in 1812
;
Tyler Mead

was in service at Saratoga
;
Squire Palmer was ser-

geant at New London ; Samuel Provost was ])cn-

sioned for service
;
Harvey Scofield at New London,

in 1812 ; Samuel Sherwood, at New London ; John

Sherwood, son of Mathew, was .in Canada; John

Burgess, Elisha Leeds, Noah Lockwood, Solomon

Scofield, Ezad Stevens, Lewis Waterbury, Sylvanus

Meed, James Sniffin, James Weed, Scudder Weed,

Henry Sniffin, Silas Weed, Rufus Weed.
"Among the natives of Stamford who rendered

good service during this^ war was also Nathaniei^

Weed, Esq. At the opening of the war he had just

become well established in business ; but at the call

of the government he consented to accept a cap-

taincy in tlie army. At the close of the war he had

reached the rank of colonel, and won a good name
for his uniform promptness and efficiency at every

post. Harvey Weed, brother of Nathaniel, was also

in service in this war. He was a lieutenant and was

a23pointed paymaster."

"Captain William Skiddy was an active par-

ticipant in the naval struggles of the war. At its open-

ing, he was before the mast. He was midshipman on

board the ' Hornet,' Captain Nicholas Biddle, in the

successful fight with the ' Penguin.' "

CHAPTER LXX.

STAMFORD (Continued).

Tlie Indians—Early Rnlos antl Kcgulations—Froolioldei-s of 1701—Stam-

ford in 1700—Stamford in 1800—Tronldos of the Settlers under the

New Haven Jurisdiction — The Greenwich Troubles—Ecclesiastical

Troubles—The First Heretical Outbreak—The Enraged Quakers.

INDIANS.

ALTHOUGh Stamford was not the scene of any de-

vastating Indian wars, it must not be supposed that

the pioneers lived in perfect peace, with no fears dis-

tracting them of trouble from the red brother.

A humane policy was pursued with the Indians,

and everything done that wise forethought and just

judgment could suggest to cultivate their friendship,

but, notwithstanding all their endeavors, the settle-

ment was for a long time in an almost constant state

of alarm from threatened attacks by roving marauders.

Several murders were committed by the exasperated

savages, who witnessed with intense hatred and feel-

ings of revenge the encroachment of the pale-face

upon their hunting-grounds, but no concentrated war
was made upon the settlement.

In 1675, when Philip, the proud chief of the Wam-

panoags, sf>iin(h,d the war-wliooj) through the beautiful

valley of the; (Joiinectieut, and Hrookfleld, Deerfield,

Springfield, and other towns were successivoly plun-

dered and destroyed by the enraged savagf^s, the cit-

izens of Stamford were alarmed lest, without warning,

they too might meet the same fate. Under date of

Dec. 29, 1G73, the following letti-r was writt^-n from

Stamford to the General (J(mrt convened at liost/jn :

"Wherefore, in expectation of the armieH coming agaitjKt this open

declared enemy wo have been liithert<j tilciit, but by the lon^ retnni an'l

no intellij^onco upon any prosecution, ujkju that aixount wo am afrai'l

(it) is laid aside, whereby we sliall bo much vndangereii if not rMine<J, if

your honors do not by some sjieedy means relieve us, f(jr we are frontiers

and most likely assaulted in the first place."

On the l!)th of October it is rumored that the

Stamford Indians are in arms, and the Governor

warns the citizens to place themselves " in a fitting

posture for all events."

That the citizens of Stamford apprehended danger

is evidenced by the fact that at a meeting held in

March, 1675, a committee consisting of Mr. Bell, Sr.,

John Green, Peter Ferris, John Bates, and Daniel

Weed were chosen to superintend the erection of a

fortification and stockade, and at the same meeting it

was voted the stockading of the town shall be com-

pleted.

The town was, however, never attacked. The in-

vasion of Philip ended in disaster to the gallant

chieftain, and not many years elapsed after the close

of the struggle ere this section settled down in a la.st-

ing peace with the Indians, and in 1695 the following

vote was passed by the townsmen of Stamford, for the

disposal of the fortification :

" 18 Doc. 1695, per vote outcry the town doth sell the fort wood aboat

ye meeting-house to Stephen Clason for seventeen sliillings and nine-

ponce. The town by outcry doth sell ye fort gates ye wheels of ye great

guns and all yo wood belonging to ye guns it is now sold to Nathanall

Crot-s and Jonatliau Holly for five shillings and sixpence."

EARLY RULES, REGULATIONS, AND RECORDS.

Oct. 19, 1641, the pioneers designated six of their

number to administer the affairs of the little settle-

ment " according to equity, jjeace, law, and conve-

nience." These men were Mr. Denton, Mathew
Mitchell, Andrew Ward, Thui-ston Reiner, and Rich-

ard Crab.

At a "general town-meeting" held in December,

1641, it was decided that the fields of the freeholders

should be fenced. Each man's share of the labor of

building the said fence was designated, and it must be

completed " by the first day of April, 1642, and who-

soever hath not completed his fence according to this

order, by that time, forfeit
( ) shillings for every

rod. Ri. GildcTslecve and Ro. Bates were chosen to

inspect the fence upon its completion, " under penalty

of forfeiture of five shillings a man if they do not."

The necessity of having roads early claimetl their

attention, tvs the following record shows

:

" It wi\s oi"dci"ed, That whereas every man man n>a,v tVHut [all as his]

Eight before his lott to the middle of the street to lio his [Imt the trees

he may] fall for his own use, if he like not to let them stand so [
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] the ground and clear the way of them, and if do not f [all them

and clear] the way of them, to forflte for every tree not so fallen
[ ]

two shillings sixpeence."

Under date of June 23, 1651, is the following:

" Mikill Shaw being arrained for working on ye Sab-

bath to break of ye Sabbath, he being subject of it

anknowledging sin and was sorry for it. So is fined

2d. for ye work in which he engaged."

At a town-meeting held Dec. 15, 1719, it was " Voted,

that the town agrees if an person shall kill any dog

forty rods from his master's house, his master not

being present, shall have two shillings, provided if he

be killed between sunset and sunrise."

£ s. <f.

Clemance, William 27 12 0
Clark, Joseph 21 00 0
Dan, Fran is 27 (10 0
Dibble, Zechary 2U Oo 3
Dean, t<amuel ; 14 13 0
Dean, John 30 00 6
Dean, Mathew 18 OU 0
Ferris, Peter 118 12 0
Ferris, Joseph 72 02 0
Fen is, Peter, J r 39 00 0
Finch, Isaac, Sr 27 10 0
Finch, Abraham, Sr 37 01 0
Finch, John 22 00 0
Fincli, Samuel 40 02 G
Finch, Joseph 42 02 6
linch, Abraham, Jr 35 00 0
Fincli, Isaac, Jr 22 00 0
Garnsey, Joseph 40 10 0
Green, John 28 17 G
Green, Beinjamin 05 09 0
Green, Joseph 81 01 0

FREEHOLDERS OF 1701.

The following is a list of the freeholders of Stam-

ford, as appears on the town i-ecords for the year 1701,

together with financial condition of each :

£ s. d.

Ambler, John 92 10 0
Andrews, Jeremiah 9G 18 0
Austin, John 34 04 0
Bates, John, Sr 135 00 0
Bates, John, Jr 90 00 0
Bell, Mrs 105 00 0
Bell, Jonathan 55 05 G

Bishop, Stephen 143 10 0
Bishop, Joseph 55 12 0
Bishop, Ebenezer 33 00 0
Bishop, Benjamin 38 10 0
Brown, Joseph 87 10 0
Buxton, Clement 12 00 6

Blachley, fjamuel 37 07 3
Crissy, John 40 10 0
Crissy, Jonathan 18 00 0
Cross, Nathaniel 54 00 0
Cloeon, Daniel 64 05 6

Closon, Samuel 55 12 0
Chapman, Simon 20 00 6

Gold, John 88 02 6
Hardy, Samuel 47 00 0
Iligginghothum, Mr 30 00 0
Holmes, Stephen 83 05 0
Holmes, Samuel 18 00 0
Holmes, .fohn 31 00 0
Hayt, Samuel, Sr 94 10 0
Hayt, Samuel, Jr 24 02 6

Havt, Jolin 19 00 0

Hayt, Benjamin, Sr 12 00 0
Hayt, Benjamin, Jr 52 05 0

Hayt, Joshua 31 12 G

Havt, Samuel (smith) 3i 12 G

Hoily, Samuel, Sr 52 00 0
Hollv, John, Sr 71 10 0
Holly, .lohn 03 00 0

Holly, Elizabeth 61 10 3

Holly, Jonathan 58 10 0

Holly, John, Jr 30 00 0
Holly, Samuel, Jr 20 00 0
Holly, Joseph 25 00 0

Holly, John, Jr 20 10 0
Jagger, Jonathan 39 05 0

June, Peter 75 15 0
Jones, Orp (orphan ?) i 00 1

Knap, Moses 4) 05 0
Knap, .John Ill 05 0

Knap, Caleb 34 17 6

I
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£ «. ((.

Locltwood, Joseph

40

Ot li

Loukwooil, ]):uiii'l 'M Oi G

LiickwoDCi, KiliiiuiiO

28

10 0

MiliB, Williiiiii

21

01) 0

Jlil^, .Idlin

1«

00 0

Ncwiiiiui. Tlionias

8:1

00 0

IVtlif, nii 07 !)

]\-ii"Vcr, 'I'liciinns 7:i or, 0
P(,n.l, NutliiUiifl

:«)

00 0

Sliisoii, .I(.l]ii,Sr

101

0.) 0
Slasciii, .lulin, Jr 1.", 0

SluSMii, ,l(,niitliaii 00 0
SliisiJii, .laiiic'S 4;t 0 2

SUison, Steiilii'ii

18

0 0

Seeli'Y, OUadiali

20

00 0

Seelev, Jonas, Jr

18

00 0

Scotiekl, Daniel, Sr nr> 05 0

Scofieki, llaniel, Jr

55

10 0
Scofielii, Widow Oil 05 0
Scotielcl. John

27

0;i 0
Sfofield, Richard

50

02 0

Sniitli,Jolin

107

02 0

Smith, Daniel

148

0 0

Stevens, Uhadiah 7'J 07 (i

Stevens, Thomas

18

00 G

Stevens, Joseph

40

17 0
Stone, John

22

00 0

Sellei k, Major 'Jl 15 0

Selleck, Wi.low

100

05 0

Selk-cli, Captain

123

10 0

Selk-ek, Nathaniel

57

0 8

Seelev, Jonas, Sr

116

17 0

Trahei n, Edward 41 10 0
a'4irnev, Joseph

63

05 0

Uaterhurv, Daniel

130

10 9

"Waterhnry, Jona lUO 00 0
Weed, Joinis, Sr

154

10 0

AVeed, Widow

90

10 0
Weed, Daniel

20

07 0
Weeil. Samnel

22

15 0
Weeil, .losejjh

55

06 3
Webh, Samuel

50

10 0
AVehh, Josejih

61

08 9

AVelister, John

41

00 0
Wehsfer, Daniel

30

0 0
AVood, Mr

119

10 0
Youngs, John

46

10 0
Davenport, Mr. John

100

00 0

Entered this 28th of January, 1701-2, by Samuel Holly, recorder.

The following choice morceaii, found in the New
York colonial records of this date, will enable us to

estimate the influence of Stamford in what has since

become the metroijolis of the continent. It bears date

New York, Nov. 28, 1700, and was written by the
" Earl of Bellmont," to the English Lords of Trade,

his masters. It will give us a pretty clear idea of the

Yankee enterprise of at least one of the Stamford boys

of that day. The record will also reveal the natural

results of the nearness of Stamford to the great me-
tropolis of the country, indicating thus early in its

history how strongly our business men are tempted

towards the city.

STAMFORD IN 1700.

Stamford in 1700 was a prosperous settlement, and
ranked among the leading provincial towns in the

colony. It was the residence of many leading spirits

in the various professions and in trade. As an evi-

dence of the importance of the town, or rather of the

enterprise of "Major Selleck," the following extract

from a letter written to the English Lords of Trade
by the Earl of Bellmont, under date Nov. 28, 1700, is

given

:

"Theres a town called Stamford, in Conn. Colony,

on the border of this province, wherq one Major Sel-

leck lives, who has a ware house close to the sea, that

runs between the mainland and Nassau (Long Island).

That man does us great mischief with his ware house,

for he receives aljundaricc of goods from our vchbcIh,

and the merchants afterwards take their opportunity

of running them into this town. Major Selleck re-

ceived at least £10,000 worth of treasure and East

India goods, brought by one Clarke, of this town,

from Kid's sloop, and lodged with Selleck."

The following sketch of Stamford as it ajjpeared

in 1800 is from the jjcn of Ilev. E. B. Huntington :

"Connecticut, at this date, had more than quad-

rupled the number of her towns reported in 1700,

—

from 27 having increased to 118. But Stamford,

meanwhile, had gone forward in population, from the

little scattered community of 585 souls to the respect-

able township of 44(j5,—a growth nearly eiglit-fold in

the century, and the growth in wealth had Ijcen even

greater than in j^opulation ; while the advance in

facilities for travel, and in all the arts which minister

to the social well-being of a community, had been

still more rapid tJian in wealth.

" The territory had not yet suffered excision, tliough

the citizens of the eastern part of the town were be-

ginning to think of caring for themselves. The north-

ern end of that portion had already concerted a plan

for speedy secession. But we find the town exceed-

ingly loth to surrender a single foot of the territory,

or a single vote of the subjects that for more than a

century they had ruled and cared for as inalienably

their own. The citizens entered upon the contest

with those portions of the town which asked permis-

sion to leave the old jurisdiction and set up for them-

selves under new ausj^ices, and the struggle was long

and earnest until the secession of a part of New
Canaan, and the whole of Darien was finally carried.

"New York Avas not yet so accessible as to stimu-

late very noticeably the business longings and educate

the business talents of our young men. The days of

the old stage-coach had indeed been for years wear-

ing themselves out in the humdrum style of those

quiet and sober times, and Stamford was simjily a

well-to-do town, whose honest and industrious people

Avere mainly content with such gains and show as

they could Avin from the soil, or as they could coin

from the sobered prosecution of their varied liandi-

craft.

" In making up our estimate of the condition of the

toAvn at this date, let us first sec who are occupying its

varied ofiices of honor and trust. The list we shall

report, Avithout giving the offices assigned to the sca'-

eral names. Capt. Isaac Lockwood leads our citizens,

evidently, as appeai-s from the uniformity with Avhich

at this period be is called to preside in our public

meetings, and Avith Nathan Weed, Jr., he also repre-

sents the toAvn in the State Legislature. John Hoyt,

Jr., is still, as for the last twenty-five years, the faith-

ful clerk of the town, and his large, fair hand-writing

Avill bo easily legible as long as the accurate records

shall be preserved. Following these names stand the

long list of those Avho iu one way and another were
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found worthy to serve the town of their nativity or

adoption. The list is worthy of preservation. It re-

ports to us the names of the fathers and grandfathers

of the present citizens of the town, as they sought to

do their duty here, sixty-eight years ago.

"LIST OF TOWN OFFICIALS FOR THE YEAR 1800.

" Josiah Smith, Gary Leeds, Amos Weed, Isaac Pen-

oyer, Stephen Bishop, Jesse Hoyt, Samuel Hoyt (3d),

Jonathan Bates, Stephen Selleck, Jr., Samuel Whiting,

Nathaniel Clock, Amos Lounsbury, Smith Weed, John

William Holly, Robert Scofield, Isaac Smith, Jr., Ezra

Lockwood, Charles Knapp, Isaac Quintard, Jeremiah

Palmer, Zadoc Newman, David Smith (3d), Jeremiah

Knapp, Jr., Josiah Dibble, Ebenezer Webb, Nathaniel

Webb, John Nichols, Thomas Lounsbury, Thaddeus

Hoyt, James Buxton, John Lounsbury, Bradley Ayers,

AbishaiWeed, Enoch Stevens, Epenetus Hoyt, Reuben

Jones, Jacob Scofield, John Davenport (3d), Warren
Scofield, Rufus Newman, Warren Hoyt, William

Weed, Gold S. Pennoyer, Elisha Stevens, Joseph

Smith, Nathaniel Waterbury, Elisha Leeds, John
Waterbury (3d), Nathan Seely, John Bell, David

Foster, Nathan Reed, Nathan Ronton, Josiah Smith,

John Nichols, Joseph Bishoj), Jonathan Brown,

Charles Weed (3d), Enoch Comstock, Stephen Bishop,

Benjamin AVeed, Jr., Sylvanus Knap, Isaac Lock-

wood, Joseph Waring, Jesse Hoyt, Shadrach Hoyt,

Jr., Hoyt Scofield, William Waterbury (4th), Nathan

Seely, Israel Weed, Benjamin Brush, Samuel Mather,

Enos Waterbury, Gold Smith, Abraham Davis.

" So many and such are the names recoi'ded in 1800

to transact the business of the town.

" There were standing within the Stamford limits

in 1800 six church edifices. In the oldest, the First

Congregational, Rev. Daniel Smith, a young man, had

just entered upon his long ministry, and both as

preacher and teacher was laying good foundations

for his work. The Ejjiscopal congregation were still

worshiping in their first church, standing on the

rocks, southeast from their present church on Main
Street. They were still in sorrow over the recent

death of their first rector, Dr. Dibble, though hoping

much from the opening ministry of Rev. Calvin

White, who had come here to his aid in 1798. The
Baptists were rejoicing in their new meeting-house,

so upright and square, overlooking the mill-pond on

River Street. The patriarch of their denomination,

Ebenezer Ferris, was still with them, and with the

Rev. Marmaduke Earl, in charge over the congrega-

tion at the Bangall church, was providing for the

spiritual training of both branches of the denomina-

tion. Two or three Methodist preachers officiated

within the limits of the township, though as yet no

church edifice had been built for their worship, the

private dwelling of Mr. Isaac Reed, their pioneer,

still accommodating all who wished to attend their

meetings at the centre of ihe town. In North Stam-

ford, which by this time had outgrown the old title

of Woodpecker Ridge, a good congregation were edi-

fied by the youthful ministry of their third pastor,

Rev. Amzi Lewis. In Middlesex (Darien), the vener-

able Moses Mather, D.D., the same who for his rev-

olutionary zeal was taken nineteen years before from

his own pulpit and marched over the British lines

into New York, was still doing good service in his

ministerial work.
" Thus, instead of the simple church and its solitary

pastor of 1700, the opening of this century gives us

six church edifices with six settled pastors, and the

gradual preparation for at least three other places of

worship.

" Our schools were under the management of three

ecclesiastical societies, and the whole territory had

been divided into twenty-seven districts, and parts of

three others, so as to bring the school within conve-

nient distance of all parts of the town. In Parson

Smith's house, still standing south of the Baptist

church, and then the imperial mansion of the town,

were thus early the rudiments of a town- and board-

ing-school, in which, for many years, many of the

youth of the town and not a few from New York
received the finish to their preparation for college or

business. Another of these institutions was soon to

be opened under the auspices of a son of the town,

Frederick Scofield, who graduated in 1801, and began

here his career as a teacher. The children of the

centre of the town in District No. 1, which then ex-

tended from Mill River to the Noroton, were accom-

modated in that little square structure, with its slight

cupola on its top, now standing across Bank Street

from the Congregational church. The play-grounds

for these children were all that triangle now inclosed

by Main, Atlantic, and Bank Streets, the school-house

being then the only building on the entire opening.

Some of our oldest citizens of 1868 remember to

have used those grounds for their mimic navies in

summer, and their i-inging skate-steel in winter. But

that was before they were needed for the various busi-

ness uses to which this last half century has wrested

them.
" Let us look now at the business of the village,

that part of the town now in the borough. We shall

find here four little stores, in each of which we might

have bought whatever the frugal habits of that day

needed for use, of dry goods or groceries, not except-

ing even the ' good creature,' which then had not been

voted contraband. These stores were standing, the

first just east of where the Union House now stands,

next to Smith Weed's house ; the second, on the south

west corner of the lot where Mr. S. W. Smith's new

brick block stands, and was in the hands of that early

woman's rights practitioner, Mrs. Munday, where

some of our oldest citizens now living bought their

first stick of candy and took their first lessons in

commercial life ; the third, where our citizens Hurl-

j
butt are now carrying on their tailoring business; aud

' the fourth, on the corner of South Street, where
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Chas. Williams, Esq., now lives. Where the Rippo-

wam Woolen Mills stand then stood the village grist-

mill, which for one hundred and fifty-eight years had

been maintained as the chief and most important

business institution of the town. On the corner of

Parson Smith's lot, about where our jeweler Weed has

his handsome front, stood what was called a hat-shop,

the age of factories not having yet dawned. The only

other building used for business purposes, within the

present borough limits, was the slaughter-house of

the town, standing then where Dr. Trowbridge now
lives, near the northwest corner of the old burying-

lot. Of the seventy-seven families then residing on

this territory, only one remains, in 1868, in actual

occupancy of the same lot and residence, and that is

our citizen Isaac Quintard. On all this territory

there are no signs of an ' Algiers' or ' Dublin,' of

canal or of railroad. Our thoroughfares were one

street, east and west, nearly coinciding with our pres-

ent Main Street; and one north and south, where

Atlantic and Bedford Streets are now. Besides these,

on this territory, was only a lane from the gate

then standing on the corner southeast of St. John's

Park, leading over to the cove and down to Shippan

Point by the Indian Cave, which itself has disappeared

in the progress of blasting ; and what was then called

west South Street, now South, from the bridge on

Broad Street, down to the landing. Broad Street was

opened eastward only to Atlantic Street. All other

parts of the territory from Norwalk to Greenwich

were as well supplied with roads as the village itself,

and since that date about one-half of the roads in the

rest of the town have been opened. The business of

the town was largely agricultural, the saw-mill, the

grist-mill, and the tannery being the extent, as yet,

of our other business enterprises. Darien, North

Stamford, Long Ridge, and Bangall constituted four

business centres, each of which was no mean rival to

the enterprise of the village itself The old burying-

ground of the first pioneers still held sepulchral sway
over the very ground where our main street now runs

;

and but for the new era of steam, soon to dawn, the

Stamford of 1868 would but little exceed the sketch

which indicates its growth in 1800."

TROUBLES OF THE SETTLERS UNDER THE NEW
HAVEN JURISDICTION.

In consequence of the limited franchise allowed

the inhabitants under the jurisdiction of the New
Haven Colony, the little settlement was the scene of

various internal dissensions, and only three years

after the first settlement, in 1644, a no inconsiderable

number seceded and removed to Long Island, prefer-

ring rather to live under the Dutch government than
remain under the oppressive jurisdiction with which
they had now become thoroughly acquainted, and as

thoroughly dissatisfied.

This secession was keenly felt, for among the num-
ber were many of the leading spirits of the movement

which resulted in tlie removal from Wother.-ifield.

The following is the list: John Carman, Robert C<>e,

Richard Denton, father and son, Jeremy Wood, Ben-

jamin Coe, Richard Ciildersleeve, William Rayner,

John Ogden, Jonas AVood, John Fordham, Thoma«
Armitage, Edmund Wood, Simon Seiring, Jlenry

Pierson, John Coe, Robert Jackson, Thoina.s Sherman,

Francis Yates, and John Ellison.

By the secession of those who felt themselves espe-

cially aggrieved under the New Haven government,

it was hoped that all further disturbance would be
averted. But such was not the case. No more
lenient policy was adopted- by tlie government, and
finally, in 1653, a ibrmal protest was forwarded from

Stamford, in which complaint was made of their rates

and against various other obnoxioas measures. Sub-
sequently the commissioners, as the rccf>rd states,

" caused the town to be called together, and being

met they found them, for the most part, full of dis-

content with the present government they are under,

pleading that they might have their free votes in the

choice of civil officers
;
making objections against

their rates; and propounded to have tlieir charges of

watching and warding the summer past, with some
other work made about their meeting-hoase for their

defense, borne by the jurisdiction ; and that they

might have twelve men sent them at the jurisdiction

charge to lye there all winter for their defense."

THE GREENWICH TROUBLES.

In 1655, in consequence of what the Stamford set-

tlers considered "indignities," which having been
heaped upon them by the people of the neighboring

territory of Greenwich, a complaint was made to the

court against them and protection demanded.
" The grievances were such as could not be toler-

ated. The greedy Greenwichers had made use of the

Stamford commons for pasturing their cattle; they

were disorderly in their daily walk; they allowed

both the English and Indians in drunkenness, and so

brought on much mischief; they protected disorderly

and vagrant children and servants who ran away
from their proper guardians

; and they had converted

their town into a notorious Gretna Green for all sorts

of clandestine and illegal nnirriagcs. To avoid these

irregularities in future, the deputies ask that the men
at Greenwich be required to unite under this juris-

diction."

An order was at once issued conunanding the ac-

cused Greenwichei-s to submit to the authority of the

New Haven government. A reply was sent which
seems to have incensed the court, and an order was
issued commissioning two Stamford deputies, Low
and Bell, to proceed at once to Greenwich and " dc-

;
mand, in the name of the court, the number of their

males from sixteen to sixty years of age. to be deliv-
' ered with the other males of the jurisdiction to the

comniissionci-s the next year at I*lymouth." The re-

bellious Grce:iwichcr3 seem to have entertained bellig-
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erent feelings for some time, but finally, in 1657, the

following declaration was presented to the court by
Richard Law, John Waterbury, and George Slawson,

at that time deputies of Stamford

:

" At Greenwich ye ICth of October, 1656.

" Wee the inhabitants of Greenwicli whose names are underwritten doo

from this day forward freely yield ourselves, place and estate, to the gov-

ernment of Newhaven, subjecting ourselves to the order and dispose of

that general court, botli in respect of relation and government, promis-

ing to yield due subjection unto the lawful authoritie and wholesome

lawes of the jurisdiction aforesaid, to witt of Newhaven, &c.

" Angell Husted,' Peter Ferris,

Lawranc Turner, Joseph Ferris,

John Austin, Jonathan Eeanolds,

Richard Crab, Hanc Peterson,

Thomas Steedwell, Henry Nicholson,

Henry Accorley, Jan, a Dutcliman,

commonly called Varllier."

The court then accepted the declaration and

ordered that they " fall in with Stamford and be ac-

cepted a part thereof."

ECCLESIASTICAL TROUBLES.

Among the grievances which seemed to breed the

most trouble, and which indeed caused tlie most in-

tense hatred among various of the settlers towards

the New Haven jurisdiction, was the limitation of the

franchise to church members. Then, too, among the

fundamental laws of the colony was that of allowing

no one to "maintain or broach any dangerous error or

heresy," which meant simply a forced allegiance to

what may properly be called the " established church."

As the years rolled on and the settlement increased

in numbers, the opposition to these tyrannical enact-

ments increased with alarming force, until at length,

in 1657, the following order was issued :

"It is ordered that no Quaker ranter or other heretic of that nature be

suffered to come into, nor abide in the jurisdiction, and that if any rise

up among ourselves, that they be speedily suppressed and secured for the

better prevention of such dangerous errors;" and in tlie following year

an act was passed guarding the churches against " the cursed sect of her-

etics lately risen up in the world which are commonly called quakers."

THE FIRST HERETICAL OUTBREAK.—THE EX-
RAGED QUAKERS.

The alarm of the government at the innovations of

the " cursed sect of heretics called Quakers" was not

without just cause, for " while this latter enactment,"

says the Rev. Mr. Huntington, " was under discussion

before the General Court, the heresy which it would

punish was being secretly spread through the juris-

diction. It found its way into Stamford. Zealous

disciples of the new faith sought to propagate their

creed, and found some who were ready to entertain

and embrace them. Members of the church became

tainted with the subtle heresy, and still more who

owed the church a spite were glad to find in the fiery

apostles of this anti-church creed the heartiest sym-

pathy and support.

" Nor did the zealous disciples of the new faith

cease with merely publishing the new gospel. They

were hotter still with zeal to mend the old
;
they

went mad for reform. They renounced the old min-

istry and meetings and worship, and at once assailed

and wished to supplant the civil government which

sustained them. So officious were they that the

church felt called upon, in self-defense, to enter an
earnest protest;- and the central government were

obliged either to vacate or justify their authority. •

" Daniel Scofield, then marshal for Stamford and
vicinity, authorized by the Governor's writ, took a

jjosse of his neighbors and started for the western side

of the town, now Greenwich, to arrest one Thomas
Marshall, who for some time had been insulting and
outraging the majesty of the government. They
found him at the house of Richard Crabb, who was

also lying under charge of serious miscarriages.

"The arrest was made, but not without an attempt

at interference by Mr. Crabb, and a torrent of abuse

from his enraged wife. Both of these sympathizers,

with the vagrant heretic, were put under arrest and
bound over to the next court of magistrates, to be

held in New Haven in May, 1658. At the appointed

time Mr. Crabb and his accusers appeared in court.

The witnesses against him were the party who had

assisted in the arrest of Marshall, and also Mr.

Bishop, pastor of the church in Stamford. The court

informed him that he must now answer for his several

miscarriages : for his many clamorous and reproach-

ful speeches against the ministry, government, and

ofiicers ; for neglecting the meetings of the Sabbath

by himself and his wife, for whose oifenses, as they

were justified by himself, he must be responsible.

" William Oliver, one ofthe arresting party, testified

that when they came to Mr. Crabb's to arrest Mar-

shall and seize the Quaker books which were sup-

posed to be in Mr. Crabb's possession, Madame Crabb

retreated to another room and closed the door against

them. Nor would she yield until the door had been

forced open by violence.

"Then followed an exciting scene. The plucky

woman who would not ojien the door of her castle

now could not shut her mouth ; nor could the utmost

expostulations of her more placable husband, united

with the utmost array of governmental authority

before her, do it. Neither the one nor the other, nor

both united, could intimidate the zealous defender of

her personal rights. We may never recover the en-

tire speech which that audience were required to hear.

It had not been written, and there was no time for the

stenographer to be called. It had no formal exor-

dium, fashioned after the calm rules of rhetoric;

there were probably but few of those well-rounded

periods which give so much dignity to discourse, and

the peroration was doubtless as abrupt and pithy as

the rest.

" The door being opened the way was clear for her,

and she used it, apparently, without help or hin-

drance, and we may be assured that she had no list-

less or sleepy auditors to the very end.

"'Is this your fasting and praying?' breaks forth

the impassioned woman, as she fastens her searching



STAMFOKi>. 713

glance upon the marslial iuxl liis iitt(!nda,nts. ' Do ye

thus rob us and break into our houwen ? How can you

Stamford men expect the blessing of God? Will He
bear with your mean hypocrisy? You have taken

away our lands witliout right. Yeu have l)ascly

wronged us, and let me tell you what I see without

your hireling priests' help : the vengeance of (iod

Almighty will burst upon you. And when it comes

your priest can't lieli) you. He is as Baal's priest,

and is no better than the rest of you. Ye are all the

enemies of God and God's saints, and their bloo<l shall

be on your souls forever.'

" Fastening her sharj) eye on Goodman IJeli, the

same who from the first had been a pillar in the Stam-

ford church, and who had now come over with the

marshal, hoping by his fraternal intercession to win

back the estranged and now perverse hearts of his

erring brother and sister, she continued her bitter in-

vective : 'Thou arch- traitor and hyi)ocrite, thou vil-

lainous liar, God's wrath is on you and shall burn

hotter and hotter on your godless children. Out on

you ! poor priest-ridden fool
!'

"Springing next upon John Waterbury, who had

also accompanied the marshal to aid in the dispensa-

tion of justice, she administers to him a similar casti-

gation. Then she tries the force of her cutting re-

proaches and sharp retorts upon the marshal, for

selling himself to do the dirty work of the God-
forsaken government at New Haven, and of the over-

reaching and heaven-defying and priest-cursed crew

in Stamford. Then she assailed George Slawson, that

exemplary member of the church, a peacenuiker, and

one whom all delighted to honor, and poured upon
him her heaviest abuse. He had hoped to quiet her

irritability, and in his most winning way had most

gently expostulated with her, reminding her of the

former days in which she had walked joyfully and

hopefully with God's people in Stamford, and in

which she had counted the communion of saints there

the most precious of all her earthly blessings. He
ventured to express the hope that they might again

welcome her to their fellowship in the old church,

and that she might again listen there to the same
gospel in which she had once testified her great in-

terest. This was carrying his j)ersuasion too far. It

seemed to kindle her intensest ire. She was now for

once put to it for words rapid enough or hot enough
to express her rage. Every possibility of indignant

resentment in her soul was taxed to its utmost. Scorn

and rage and defiance seemed struggling together in

her utterance for the mastery over each other, and
they seem to have ended the attempt at her reconcili-

ation. It was a settler to that well-meant parley in

which her womanly temper rejoiced in securing the

40

last word. 'Never, never, shall I or mine trouble

your Stamford meeting more. I shall die first. My
soul shall never be cast away to the devil so ea«ily a«

j

that;' and, with uplifted hands, she invoked on their

heads the most sudden and the direst vengeance

which heaven could inflict. When she had exliausted

liers(;lf in these rapid maledictions, sIk; called for

drink to revive her strength ; and tlie ministers of the

law could do no more than go through the ceremony

of binding her, with her hu-sband, over to the court,

"On the narration of the case before the court, an

just stated, the Governor, Francis Newman, informed

Mr. ( Iral)}) tliat these were n.otorious doings, not to be

allowed. i\lr. Crabb, for his wife, it ajipears, had not

obeyed the summons to attend the court, attempted

I

an apology. He could not manage his wife. He did

i

not justify her evil way, but he would have the court

understand her case. She was a well-bred Englisli

wonuui, a zealous professor of religion from her child-

hood, ' but when she is suddenly surjjriscd she hath

not power to restrain her passion.'

" To all this the worshipful Governor made answer :

' that what he had said did greatly aggravate her mis-

carryings, for if she have been a great professour it

was certain she had been an ill practiser, in wliich

you have countenanced her and l)orne her up, wliich

may be accounted yours, as having falne into evills of

the like nature yourself, revileling Mr. Bishopp as a

priest of Baal and ye members as liars, and yt Mr.

Bishopp i)reached for filthy lucre.'

" Mr. Crabb vainly attempted to cx]ilain away or

deny what abundant testimonies corroborated. Jlr.

Bishop, the jjastor of the church, had been so sorely

tried that he ' could not continue at Stamford unless

' some course be taken to remove and reform such

' grievances.' Mr. Bell felt that an end of all govern-

j
ment had come if the ministers of justice were to be

so ()pi)osed and insulted with impunity. The 'citi-

zens of Stamford wished the court to preserve the

peace among them, maintain the ordinances of reli-

gion and government, and encourage their minister.'

To all which Mr. Crabb made no further plea. The
court sentenced him to pay a fine of thirty pounds,

and give bonds to the amount of one hundred pounds

for his good behavior, and that he make public ac-

knowledgments at Stamford to the satisfaction of

Francis Bell and others whom he had abused. The
remainder of the sentence is missing, and so we shall

probably never know what dis]iosition the court made
of the sharp-tongued JIadamo Crabb who was really

the chief offender in the case.

"No other case of conflict with the Quakers, which

was deemed WDrthy a public prosecution, seems to

have occurred in Stamford or its vicinity."
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CHAPTER LXXI.

STAMFORD (Continued).

MISCELLANEOUS.

The Stamford Advocate—The Stamford Herald—Stamford Borough

—

Stamford National Bank—The First National Bank—The Stamford
|

Savings-Bank—Citizens' Savings-Bank—Woodland Cemetery—Fire De-

partment—Yale Lock-Manufactnriug Company—The H. W. Collender

& Co. Billiard-Table Manufactory—St. John, Hoyt & Co.—E. L. NicoU

& Co.—Other Manufactories—Ship Canal—New York, New Haven
j

and Hartford Kailroad—New Canaan and Stamford Eailroad—Union

Lodge, F. and A. M.—Kittenhouse Chapter, No. 11, R. A. M.—Wash-

ington Council, No. G, Royal and Select Masters—Physicians—Lawyers

. —Educational.

THE STAMFORD ADVOCATE.

Nearly fifty-two years ago the first paper printed
j

in Stamford saw the light. For nearly two centuries

previously white men had occupied the ancient

domains of the Rippowams, and the original handful

of settlers from old Wethersfield had slowly increased,

with comparatively few accessions from outside,

until in 1829 between three and four thousand in-

habitants were included in the then limits of Stam-

ford. Though so near the commercial metropolis of

New York, whose great stride in material progress

was attracting the attention of the world, Stamford's

associations and traditions made it as strictly a type

of a New England Puritan village as could be found

in the bosom of the old Bay State herself. But the

day of modern progress was even then dawning, and

the native shrewdness and sturdy virtues, which had

been propagated on this soil, were beginning to be

stirred by the pulses of a wider activity. Many of

Stamford's energetic youth were longing to enter the
j

business arena in the metropolis, and many sons of

Stamford, who afterwards became wealthy and lead-

ing merchants, date the first beginning of their race

for fortune at about the period of which we speak.

Steamboat communication had begun to supjjlant the

stage-coach and the packet-sloops in the pa.ssenger

traffic to New York, and, with a closer association

with the throbbing and busy city, Stamford itself

began to wake from its Rip Van Winkle slumber, to 1

be stirred by the first low wash of the waves of mod- i

ern progress that were soon to become a tide of resist-

less force.

It was appropriately at a period like this that the

local newspaper made its appearance. Mr. William

Henry Holly was then, as he was for many years

afterwards, one of the most familiar figures on the

stage of village activity. He it was who first started

the local newspaper, and who conducted it about

fifteen years. Much of the space' he devoted to the

doings of Congress when in session, to national poli-

tics, and no inconsiderable portion was given to for-

eign news, which at that time was peculiarly inter-
'

esting to Americans by the gallant struggle for Greek

independence. Daniel Webster and Henry Clay

were the big guns of American jiolitics, and their

doings and sayings filled a large space in the prints '

of the day. The Anti-Masonic excitement was in

full blast in New York, and affected Connecticut, too,

for more than once the village streets witnessed some-

thing approaching a riot when Anti-Masonic emissa-

ries undertook to make public speeches. Stamford's

Tupid transit to New York was by stage to " Saw-

Pitts," otherwise Portchester, and thence by a crude

steamer which plied between that hamlet and the

city. The boat was run by one Cornelius Vanderbilt,^

whose name and fame as a steamboat manager and
railroad king afterwards spread over both continents.

In 1830, when the Advocate was a year old, the

borough government was organzined, with Simeon

Minor, father of ex-Governor William T. Minor,

as first warden.

Following Mr. Holly's proprietorship came that

of Mr. Edgar Hoyt, during whose editorial career the

railroad was completed, introditt?ing at once a new
and powerful energy into village life, and opening the

way for a large influx of population from outside. Mr.

Hoyt held the editorial office about a dozen years, and

was followed by Mr. William T. Campbell, who con-

ducted the paper from 1860 to 1867. The paper has

been in the hands of its present publishers, AVilliam

W. Gillespie & Co., thirteen years, and during that

period it has been enlarged three times, and its facili-

ties have been increased in a moi'e than corresponding

degree. During the latter decade almost every modern

improvement known to the " art preservative" has

been added to the concern ; a brick building of amj)le

size, exclusively for the purposes of its business, has

been erected near the post-office, and furnished with

steam-power.

How well the paper is appreciated in the commu-
nity may be judged from the score or more of congrat-

ulatory letters written by the leading citizens and

professional men of the town on the occasion of its

celebrating its semi-centennial, Aug. 29, 1879. All

of these letters expressed in the most profuse language

the warmest appreciation of the efforts of the present

proprietors to fitrnish a paper worthy of the town, and

in keeping with the " age in which we live."

The size of the paper at present is twenty-nine by

forty-five, having thirty-six columns twenty-seven

inches long. It is Republican in politics since the

birth of that party, and is strenuous in its advocacy

of liberty and justice to every citizen. For over

fifty-one years it has been the most comprehensive

and faithful historian of the village, borough, and

town. The marriages and deaths, the triumphs, the

disasters, the onward march of progress, the notable

events of every kind are all to be found recorded

in its pages. The names that appear in its early

numbers in business advertisements, or as active in

local affairs, are, most of them, now to be found on the

memorial stones in our cemeteries. A journal so

long and so closely identified with this community,

and which has demonstrated its capacity to keep

pace with the general progress, has surely strong
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claims upon public interest and support, and it is

worthy of note, as showing the strong hold the Advocate

has on the community with which it has grown up,

that half a dozen attempts liave h(ien made to estab-

lish rival papers in the same (-ommnnity, but each at-

tempt, save its present contemporary, met with signal

failure.

Of late years the Stninford Advocate has become a

familiar name in nearly every newspaj)er office of the

country, its articles, paragraphs, metricals, etc., being

frequently and widely copied.

The following lines were written by one of the edi-

tors and published in its semi-centennial number:

FIFTY YEARS OF AGE.

Hail to the Adoocatii's half-huiiilred years,

Wliose history on its pages bright appears !

Hail to the clustering memories of its youth.

Its sturdy ago mado vigorous by truth I

How oft in days gone by its voice was heard

Praising good deeds and chiding those who erred

;

Ringing glad notes with every marriage-bell.

Voicing the public moan with every funeral knell

;

Giving to honest worth its meed of praise.

Placing on victor's brows the wreath of bays

;

Boldly denouncing wrong in every form,

Maintaining right in sunshine and in storm
;

Pointing the way where civic virtue lies,

Exposing fraud in every shrewd disguise
;

Recording on its comprehensive page

Each act and actor on the local stage.

Impartially it notices as well

The boozy drunkard and tlie village he\\e
;

The pulpit orator, whose jiiercing voice

Alai'ms the sinner, makes the saint rejoice
;

The lawyer's elo(pience, whose power can light

T!ie shades of black and nuike it seem as white
;

The doctor's triumphs over earthly ills

(But never mentions tliose be blindly kills)

;

The schoolboy's spoken piece, the gossip's hint,

Are both next morning in the local print.

All things are there,—the little and the big.

The price of stocks, the weight of Jones's pig;

The coming circus, or the minstrel show,

The churcli fairs that for free iJUfi's always go;

The politician, with his axe to grind.

Who, gaining ottice, drops you from his mind
;

The angry man, who " wants to know, you know,

Who wrote that piece" that riles his temper so
;

The " setter" in the village grocery-store.

Crammed with all modern and ancient lore.

Without wliose >\"isdom how the world was run

Is one of the sttaugest things beneath tlie sun
;

The man who, guilty of some flagrant sin.

Begs of tlie etUtor " not to i)Ut it in ;"

The tortured liusliand, tired of household strife.

At last resolves to advertise his wife;

The patient mother of a wayward son

Seeking to hide the deeds his hands have done;

The happy father's self-approving joy.

Telling the world about his " twelve-pouud boy ;"

The farmer who hiis raisi'd the biggest beet;

The man who wants to open a new street,

And for bis scheme dennin<ls a warm ilefeuse,

Tt) till bis pocket at the town's expense
;

The nuin who tliinks the town its rights should barter.

And bear the burden of a city charter;

And he, most patriotic of us all.

Who volunteei's for legislative hall.

His only wish to serve the public ends.

But still he packs the cauc\is with his fiiemls.

These all have [ilaynd their parts upon the Bta((<j

Whose footlight is llic journalistic jwge,

That beams with eijual glow upon the Hcenc

Whether the acting noble is or mean.

Our fifty piintfjd volumes sure miwt tcU

If our own part was acted ill or well.

THE STAMFOUD HERALD.

The Ilernld is the younger of tlie two newspapers

in Stamford, having been established in 1875; but

although second in jtoint of years, it is not considered

by any means the least in standing and influence. It

attracted no little attention in its very first issue for

the soundness and thoroughly practical character of

its editorials, and its abundant, spicily-written local

matter. Such was the favor with which it was re-

ceived that its circulation increased with a rajiidity

not common to local papers, soon ajjjjroximating tliat

of its mucli older rival in the field, and now it claims

—and Rowell's "Newspaper Directory" gives it—an

average publication of as many copies per week a.s its

competitor. Its neat typographical appearance and

tasty make-up have elicited many favorable com-

ments from its contemporaries, and they have given

it the title of " model local newspaper." On special

occasions the Herald has showed marked enterprise,

employing stenographers at heavy cost when it was

necessary for full and accurate reports. Large extra

editions at such times have been circulated.

The Heridd makes the claim of " aiming to repre-

sent thoroughly the beautiful little citij where it is

located," and of striving to advance in every possible

way the interests of Stamford. The general opinion

seems to be that the claim is well substantiated. One
of its directory-heads is " City Government," there

being given under it the list of borough officers. At

first the words were thought to be an error, and the

editor's attention was called to the matter. But he

persisted in retaining the title, and has steadily ad-

vanced tbe idea that a town of the size and impor-

tance of Stamford—larger and possessed of greater

wealth than some of the cities of the State, being tlie

seventh on the "graiul list"—slunild be a city in name
as well as in fact. Finally, and cliiefly tlirough the

influence of the Herald, a charter incorporating the

"City of Stamford" was granted by the State Legis-

lature in 1879. When the question of a •city or no

city was submitted to the people, however, mistaken

but well-meaning "old fogvism" prevailed, and the

measure was defeated for a time. As it was, congrat-

ulations to the new " city"
—

" the eleventh in the

State"—began to j)our in, Stamford receiving more

attention from the press of Connecticut than it had

in the previous twenty-five years of its itistorv.

The harbor of Stamford had never received from

time immemorial any aid from the United State-s

government, although the commercial interests of

the town and other Sound port* urgently required a

lighthouse at its dangerous entrance ami a deepening

of the channel. Soon after tiu^ publicati(Ui of the
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Herald was begun the editor took up the subject of

harbor improvement, and so frequently was it brought

to the attention of the people and the members of

Congress from the Fourth District, and so persist-

ently kept before them in the columns of the paper,

that, as a result in great part of the HerakVs efforts, an

appropriation of seven thousand dollars was granted

at the last session of Congress for a lighthouse off the

harbor. Next spring (1881) it will be erected there.*

A further appropriation for improving the channel,

insuring navigation to ordinary vessels at any stage

of the tide will be urged by the same paj^er when
Congress again assembles.

Three years ago the question of prohibition of the

liquor traffic—a traffic which had assumed alarming

proportions in Stamford—was brought to the serious

consideration of the peojile by the Eev. Dr. Buckley

and other true-hearted men who had the public wel-

fare at heart. The Herald at once threw the whole

weight of its influence on the side of no license and

the right, the side of law and order, and has battled

unflinchingly for the cause ever since, making many
friends by its course, as well as not a few enemies.

Stamford for those three years has given a majority

for prohibition at each election, and the power of rum
has been seriously crippled.

In politics the Herald is conservative and inde-

pendent, and its editor is not afraid to point out the

faults of either party, and does not hesitate to com-

mend in both what is worthy of commendation.

Briefly, the Herald is on the side of the good and the

right, in favor of progress, reform, and whatever will

advance the interests of the people ; it is a paper live
I

and true, and well supported because worthy of sup- '

port.

GEORGE BAKER.

George Baker, editor and proprietor of the Stamford

Herald, is forty-three years old, and was born at

Green's Farms, town of Fairfield, in this county. He
passed tlie usual course of instruction in the public

schools, and received a thorough academic education

in one of the best seminaries in the State. When but

seventeen years old he began to teach school, and,

giving marked acceptance to parents and scholars,

continued in this vocation until he was twenty-five,
|

when he became a merchant in Southport and married !

Miss Emily Jones, of Poundridge, N. Y. Not very long ;

thereafter Mr. Baker, with others, founded a paper
!

which they named the Southport Chronicle. Mr. Baker

became editor and continued to hold that position for

two years, when the paper was sold to a stock company,
i

Mr. Baker had previous to this time quite an exten-
;

sive experience as newsj^aper correspondent, and was
j

at home at once in the editor's chair. He learned the
j

practical part of the printing business " at the case"

and press, under able instruction, in the Chronicle and

* Since tJie above was M'ritten the Secretary of the Treasury has recom-

meuded an increase of the appropriation to twenty thousand dollars.

other offices. After disposing of the Chronicle, Mr.

Baker soon removed to Federalsburg, Md., where he

established the Maryland Courier. Under his propri-

etorship and able editing the Courier soon took a

front place in the ranks of the Peninsular press. The
health of his family became seriously affected by cli-

matic influences, and after a few years' residence he

found it necessary to bring them from Maryland to

the health-giving air of the North. He chose Stam-

ford as his residence, and the establishment of the

Herald was the result.

Mr. Baker is a large man, of fine physique, pleasing

address, unblemished moral character, and high social

standing. As an editor he is courteous, but fearless

in denouncing wrongs and rascalities of any kind.

From this characteristic, his editorial career has not

been free from personal attacks in cases where " the

coat fitted" but too well. These, however, do not seem

to have altered his course of conduct, but he has kept

on in the even tenor of his way undisturbed. It is to

be hoped that he may continue for many years in the

profession where he can give his ripest yeai-s and

fullest powers to the cause of improvement.

Mr. Baker's early religious training was in the

Methodist Church, his father having been for many
years a prominent official in that denomination. He
was a member of that Church when he became a

resident of Maryland, and united with it there. But

the ideas prevalent among Methodists in the South

being of rather too demonstrative a character, he



withdrew from church fellowship and haw not since

renewed it.

In political matters he has always heen conserva-

tive,—not so firmly wedded to one i)arty that he would
'

obey its behests if he believed its principles wrong.

As a Union man he voted for Abraham Lincoln, and,
[

with just as strong Union sentiments, he supported

Greeley, Tilden, and Hancock. Political office he

never craved, and his nearest approach to any real

distinction of that kind was when a nomination

(equivalent to an election) for first selectman of

Fairfield was tendered him, when a young man,^—^a

nomination which he declined on the ground that he

was too young. During the war he attempted to re-

cruit a company of volunteers and gain a commission

as captain, but, securing only twenty men, that patri-

otic enterprise failed.

Mr. Baker rejoices in the pleasure which three

promising daughters, two in young womanhood, af-

ford. An only son, a bright and beautiful little

boy, died in 1878, before he had gladdened the hearts

of his parents quite one year.

STAMFORD BOROUGH.

The borough was incorporated in 1830. The peti-

tion was headed by David Holly, and the persons

named in the act to call the first meeting were Charles
[

Hawley, Simeon H. Minor, Theodore Davenport, and
(

Seymour Jarvis. \

The first officers were Simeon H. Minor, Warden
;

j

Seymour Jarvis, Clerk and Treasurer; Burgesses,

John W. Leeds, "William H. Holly, Charles Hawley,

John S. Northrop, and David Hoyt ; Street Commis-

sioners, Isaac Quintard, Sr., Sands Adams, Fitch

Eodgers, Smith Scott, and Peter Smith, Jr.
;
Agent,

J. B. Ferris.

The following is a list of wardens from the organi-

zation of the borough to 1881 : Simeon H. Minor,

Charles Hawley, J. W. Leeds, William H. Holly,

Sands Adams, Theodore Davenport, Ezra Scofield,

Henry H. Waring, H. J. Sanford, George E. Waring,

James H. Hoyt, Chauncey Ayres, Jonathan M. Hall,

William T. Minor, Albert Seely, Charles Williams,

George Elder, H. K. Skelding, William P. Jones, E.

Gay, George L. Lownd, James H. Hoyt, William C.

Hoyt, Robert Swartwout, from 1873 to 1881.

THE CITY OF STAMFORD.

The Legislature of 1879 granted to Stamford a city

charter. The town was larger than either of two or

three cities of the State, and being virtually a city in

all but the name, progressive citizens desired to give

it the title as well. But when the charter was sub-

mitted to a vote of the people, non-progressiveness

carried the day and the measure was defeated for the

time. The borough limits will soon be extended,

however, and then, with an improved charter, the city

movement will again be tried, and doubtless with

success.
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THE STAMFORD NATIONAL BANK.

The Stamford National Bank is a successor of the

Stamford Bank, which was incorporated in 1834 with

a capital of one luiriflred thousand dollars, on tlie r;on-

dition that the bank should pay five thousand dollars

to the Wesleyan University at Middlewwn There

were three hundred and sixty-three subscribers to

the stock, eighty-four of whom were residents of

Stamford. In 1861 the capital stock was increased

ninety thousand dollars. It was changed to the Stam-

ford National Bank in 1805.

The presidents have been John W. Leeds, who held

the office until his death, March 3, 1878, George H.
Hoyt, and Charles A. Hawley, the present incum-

bent. The cashiers have been J. F. Henry, Edward
Hill, S. K. Satterlee, Charles K. Rockwood, D. E.

Satterlee, H. M. Humphrey, F. R. Leeds, Joseph L.

Leeds, and George W. Glendenning.

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK.

This institution was established in 1863, with a cap-

ital of two hundred thousand dollars. The first presi-

dent was H. M. Humphrey, M.D. He was suc-

ceeded by Charles W. Brown, the present incumbent.

The cashiers have been Charles W. Brown and A. R.

Pinkington.

THE STAMFORD SAVINGS BANK.

This bank was organized July 21, 1851. The first

president was Theodore Davenport. The present offi-

cers are George H. Hoyt, President; A. A. Holley,

Secretary and Treasurer; and Charles A. Hawley,

Vice-President.

The Citizens' Savings Bank was organized in 1869.

The first officers were Wells R. Ritch, President;

H. M. Humphrey, Vice-President ; and William C.

Hoyt, Secretary and Treasurer. The present officers

are the same, except vice-president. Charles W. Brown
is the present incumbent.

WOODLAND CEMETERY.

The Woodland Cemetery Association was organized

in August, 1856, with the following persons: Charles

Williams, President ; William Skiddy, Treasurer

;

H. M. Humphrey, Secretary; George L. Brown,
Wells R. Ritch, William Pitt, Henry Taff", J. B.

Hoyt, Theo. Davenport, James L. l/ockwood, Oliver

Hoyt, and George A. Hoyt. The stock of the asso-

ciation was placed at twenty thousand dollars, which
was subscribed by sixty citizens of the town.

The association purchased a tract of about forty

acres of land at a point once called Rocky Neck but

later the " Uplands," which was laid out by Mr. B.

F. Hathaway. The cemetery was formally dedicated

July 29, 1861; prayer by Rev. P. S. Evans, and
reading of the Scriptures by Rev. William C. Hoyt
Rev. J. S. Dodge furnished an original hymn, which
was sung. Rev. Mr. Weed, of the Methodist Church,

and Rev. Mr. Francis, of the Universalist Church,

made appropriate addresses. Rev. ^Ir. Mitchell, of

1
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the Episcopal Church, read a poem, and the Hon.
j

William T. Minor made the presentation address.
'

The services were closed by a prayer and benediction

from Eev. Mr. Booth, of the Presbyterian Church.

Woodland Cemetery has been enlarged and beautified,
,

and art has vied with nature in rendering it one of

the finest burial-places in the State.

FIRE DEPARTMEJ^T.

The present organization of the fire department is

as follows : Chief Engineer, Joseph Gulden ; First

Assistant Engineer, Byron H. Lockwood ; Second

Assistant Engineer, William D. Nolan.

The Rippowam Fire Company was chartered in 1845,

on the petition of Sands Seeley, Lorenzo Meeker,

and James H. Minor. In 1855 the comjDany was

allowed by special act to increase its number to sixty

members.

Stamford Fire Engine Company, No. 2, was incorpo-

rated in 1854, with the following persons : Andrew
Perry, Edwin Bishop, G. K. Eiker, T. J. Daskam,

George E. Scofield, Jesse A. Eeed, J. N. Webb, Theo.

Lockwood, William Lavender, Francis Dauchy, Theo.

Hoyt, William W. Smith, C. F. Peck, Theo. Daven-

port, Jr., and Charles B. Finch, and such others as

might unite with them, provided the number did not

exceed forty.

Atlantic Hose Company, No. 1.—Foreman, John W.
Fawcett; Assistant, Justus Barthel

;
Secretary, Theo-

dore Halleck
;

Treasurer, James O'Neil. Number
of members, twenty-seven.

Gulf Stream Engine Company.—Foreman, Richard

Bolster; First Assistant, Michael J. Mclntyre; Sec-

ond Assistant, John J. Reilly. Number of members,

sixty-nine.

Relief Hooh-and-Ladder Company.—Foreman, Mi-

chael Garrety ; First Assistant, James Enright ; Sec-

ond Assistant, Frank J. Guernsey
;
Secretary, Robert

E. Hogan
;
Treasurer, Patrick J. Kramey. Number

of members, forty.

MANUFACTURES.

Yale Lock-Manufacturing Company.—This business

was established in 1851, in the city of Philadelphia,

by the late Linus Yale, Jr. It was subsequently re-
[

moved to Shelburne Falls, Mass., and in 1868 to

Stamford. The j^resent comj^any was organized upon
\

the removal of the business to Stamford. In the be-
[

ginning of operations here about thirty persons were

employed. The business rapidly increased, and in

1880 two hundred and fifty persons were employed.

The main building was erected in 1868-69, and addi-

tions have since been made annually. The chief

.specialty of the establishment is fine locks, of which

they make more than three hundred sizes and styles,

adapted to almost every possible use. Their other

specialties are bank-locks, decorative bronze house-

trimmings, post-office equipments, and Weston's pul-

ley-blocks and hoists.

They confine themselves to good work only, and

make no inferior grades.

This company arc sole manufacturers under the

patents of the following patentees : Yale, Towne,
Taylor, Stockwell, Keating, Felter, Shepardson, Leeds,

Hermann, Field, Morris, Weston, Hull, Bird, Doyle,

Binge, Little, Bramble, Beidler, Dotterer, Arnold,

Sipp, and others. They are owners of over one hun-

dred patents.

This is a representative institution, and reflects

great credit upon its enterprising progenitors and
those through whose influence it has been sustained

and prospered.

The present officers of the company are as follows

:

President, Henry R. Towne
;

Treasurer, Franklin

Underbill
;

Secretary, Schuyler Merritt
;

Superin-

tendent, John H. Ames ; Mechanical Engineer, T. A.

Weston.

The LI. W. Collender Company, Billiard- Table Manu-
facturers.—The factory of this company in Stamford

is now the leading billiard-manufactory in the United

States, if not in the world. It is one of the principal

structures in Connecticut, occupies four acres of

ground, is five stories in height, and, being sur-

mounted by two ornamental towers, resembles, as

remarked by the Scientific American, " more a modern
university than a manufactory." This factory em-
ploys two hundred hands, among them many artisans

of known ability. Its labor-saving machines, devised

by Mr. Collender for the construction of tables and

other requisites of the game, exhibit great inventive

genius, and are most perfectly adapted for their use.

The basement contains the engines and heavy wood-

working and slate-sawing machinery; on the first

floor are the offices, packing-rooms, etc. ; the second

is devoted to the manufacture of the broad rails and

cushions ; the third is occupied by a variety of spe-

cial machinery for lighter work ; on the fourth floor

are the assembling and fitting rooms; and on the

fifth, the varnishing and polishing de25artments. The
office of the company is at 788 Broadway, New York.

St. John, Hoyt & Co., Steam Planing- and Moulding-

Mill, Lumber-Dealers, etc.—This business was com-

menced in 1853 by Richard Fox and John St. John.

It continued under the firm-name of Fox & St. John

until 1869, when it changed to St. John & Hoyt, and

was conducted by this firm nine years. William H.

Judd tlieu became a partner, and it is now conducted

under the firm-name of St. John, Hoyt & Co., John
St. John, Harvey Hoyt, and William H. Judd. The
old mill was located on Broad Street. They removed

to their present location in 1877. The present build-

ings were erected for their special use, are furnished

with all the modern improvements, and are complete

in all their appointments.

E. L. Nicoll & Co., steam planing-mill and lumber-

yard, is a flourishing institution, and in all respects a

credit to the industrial interests of the town.

Among other manufactures are the Cove Mills,
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Stillwater and Rox1)uit Rolliiif>-Mil]s, Stamford

8tove-Fouiidry, Plmiiiix Carriage- Factory, Harding

Woolen-Millff, Long Ridge Stove-Faetory, Union

Brick and Drain-Pipe Works, Shirt-Factory, Medi-

cine Laboratory, and Camphor- and Wax-Factory.

The Stamford Ship . Canal was conKtriicted by Joseph

B. Hoyt and Joseph 1). Warren. The work was com-

menced in 1868. It was a much needed improvement,

and reflects great credit upon its enterprising progenia

tors.

RAILROAD.

"That was a new and excitiiig day for the quiet

village when, in 1844, a special town-meeting was

called to consider the petition of the Housatonic Rail-

road Company for a road from Bridgeport to Byram
River, along the Long Island shore. The town came

together May 7th, and after considering variously the

strange proposal, agree, with a singular unanimity,

in favor of the road, and instruct their reitresentatives

in the Assembly to favor it. But, as is the fate with

most novel enterprises, this was doomed to delay ; and

the restive and ambitious citizens of the town had to

wait four years more for the fulfillment of their desire.

But the ftilfillment came, and when, in 1848, the great

thoroughfare between Boston and New York was

opened, under date of Deceml)er 19th of that year, we
find in the Stamford Advocate, then edited by Edgar

Hoyt, Esq., the following graphic note on the won-

derful event of the first appearance of the iron horse :

"'The citizens of the village, as well as the horses, cattle, etc., were

nearly frightened out of tlieir propriety on Wednesday afternoon last, at

aliout five o'clock, hy such a horrible scream a.s Wiis never heard to issue

from any other than a metallic throat. Animals cf every description

went careering round the fields, snuffing at the air in their terror, and

bipeds of every size, condition, and color set oft at a full run for the

railroad depot. In a few moments the cause of the commotion ajipeared

in the shape of a locomotive, puffing olf its steam and screaming with

its so-called whistle at a terrible rate. Attached to the locomotive were

a lumber- and a passenger-car, and the latter, we believe, is one of the

most splendid description now in use on any road in this country. . . .

They have not yet commenced running regularly to this place, and it is

not probable tliat they will do so until the road is finished to New York,

which will probably be about the latter part of the present week or the

first of next.'

" By January 1st the road had been completed, and
the year 1849 was inaugurated by what was deemed a

great marvel, the actual transit of three trains, daily,

the whole distance from New Haven to New York
and back again. The trial trip had been made on

Monday, December 25th, and a single passage in

the account of that trip, from the pen of William H.
Holly, Esq., who was one of the honored passengers

of the occasion, is worth preserving in our history

of the times

:

"'The train had to remain at Coscob Bridge some three houi-s for the

last rails to be laid over it, and tlie delay gave ample opiiortuuity to the

surrounding people to come in and witness the wonderful feat. The gen-

eral impression among them seemed to be that the fli-st train that at-

tempted to cross this elevated pass would also be the last. All sorts of

old women's stories to fi ighten the children had been put in circulation

regarding the safety of this bridge, and many a spectator expected to

Bee our splendid locomotive, elegant car, and confiding attendants and
.passengers plunged into the deep below.

""J'l n niinuteH bcfoie two o'clock r.M , Mr. Mawjii, chief eiiKi'uxsr of

the conjpany, gave the word 'all ready.' Our pranccr wax let loose.

Kvery skeptic's heart rose to his mouth, lireatlilexi) anxiety pi.-rva/Jed

the multitude oh eacli shore. The train njoved niajcutically along, aud

the next minute the western shore received lt« jionderouH wciglit, and

the welkin rang witli the shouts of the congregated pc<jple.'

" Probably no event in the history of Stamford ha«

had more to do in si)aj>ing the future of the U>\\ n than

the opening of this great thoroughfare. Very soon

after the road wa.s built all fears of an unfavorable

result upon the prosperity of the town were dissipated.

We were soon seen to have been made a suburb of the

great city. Our talent could find a much readier field

for its use in the city, and the wealth and talent of

the city a much more attractive home here. The sons

of Stamford, who had previously been wont to go to

the city to make their fortunes, could now return to

invest and enjoy them here. Now, and hereafter,

without changing their residence for a week, our sons

can avail themselves of all the aid which the city

can give.

"The following postscript in the Stamford Sentinel

of June 6, 1886, may indicate how much we may have

gained in time, at least, from this iron track :

" ' Just arrived, sloop " Mary Flowei," Bidl, nine days from New York,

via Cow Bay, where she was detained by the inspe<:tor of the weather.

Hands all well, but rather meagre in countenance for want of fresh pro-

visions and ordinary exercise. Left New York where it formerly stood.

Business brisk. Spoke two hundred vessels or more bound up, awaiting

favorable weather.'

"

1

NEW CANAAN AND STAMFORD RAILROAD.

"This new cntcrjirise was chartered in 1807, with

a capital of one hundred thousand dollars, with the

privilege of increasing it to two hundred thousand

dollars. Its track was so far completed that an ex-

cursion train was run over it, July 4, 1868."

UNION LODGE, NO. 5, P. AND A. M.

The charter of Union Lodge bears date Nov. IS,

1763, and was issued by " Geo. Harrison, Esq., Pro-

vincial Grand Master of the Most Ancient and Hon-
orable Society of Free and Accepted Masons in the

province of New York." It authorizes Sylvanus Wa-
terbury, " our worshipful and well beloved brother,"
" to form a lodge, to choose his wardens, and appoint

other oflicers, with the consent of the brethren assem-

bled in due form, to make Masous, as also to do all

and every such acts and things api)ertaining to said

oflice, as usually have and ought to be done by other

i Masters." He is to pay over to the Provincial Grand

{

Lodge at New York, out of the first moneys he shall

receive, three pounds and three shillings sterling, to

be applied to ,the use of the Grand Charity. This

lodge was designed for Stamford and Horseneck

(Greenwich), and parts adjacent.

The records of the lodge from 1763 to 1780 are lost,

the only name of the members for that period pre-

served being that in the charter, Sylvanus Watorbviry.

The following is a list of Masters of the lodge: Syl-

vanus Waterbury, John Audei-son, Israel Knapp,
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Jabez Fitch, Wm. Bush, Isaac Reed, Sturges Perry,

Samuel Bush, Noyes Mather, Alexander Mills, James

Stevens, Isaac Lockwood, Samuel Keeler, Simeon H.
Minor, Benj. Huested, Isaac Bishop, Charles Hawley,

Erastus Weed, John W. Leeds, fourteen years ; Peter

Brown, Sands Adams, A. A. Holly, nineteen years

;

W. H. Holly, Roswell Hoyt, H. Bulkley, Philip L.

Hoyt, T. J. Daskam, John A. Scofield, James H.

Olmstead, Dwight Waugh, Charles E. Holly, Dwight
Waugh, Edwin S. Holly, Charles M. Holly, J. H.

Swartwout.

RITTENHOUSE CHAPTER, NO. 11, R. A. M.

This chapter of Royal Arch Masons was chartered

Oct. 18, 1810, on a memorial j^resented to them by
James Stevens and sundry other brethren. The first

officers were : James Stevens, H. P. ; Isaac Lockwood,

King ; and Ezekiel Lockwood, Scribe.

The High Priests have been as follows : James Ste-

vens, Isaac Lockwood, Simeon H. Minor, Joseph

Keeler, Wm. J. Street, Charles Hawley, John W.
Leeds, Nathan Camp, Wm. Holly, Smith Scott, Geo.

B. Glendining, Luke A. Lockwood, James H. Olm-
stead, Dwight Waugh, George L. Lownds, Luke A.

Lockwood, Sijjsco Stevens, Wm. H. Adair, Dwight
Waugh, John N. Lewis, Dwight Waugh, Francis A.

Marden, Dwight Waugh.

WASHINGTON COUNCIL, NO. 6, ROYAL AND SELECT
MASTERS.

This council is working under a restored charter

granted by the Grand Council of Connecticut at a

regular assembly held at Hartford, on the 9th day of

May, A. D. 1865. James L. Gould, M. P. G. Master

;

John W. Paul, G. Recorder.

The Thrice Illustrious Masters have been : 1865-66,

John W. Leeds
;
1866-68, Luke A. Lockwood ; 1868-

81, Dwight Waugh. H. S. McConkey, Recorder.

PHYSICIANS.

The first physician in Stamford was doubtless Jacob

Moeu, or Moene, as his is the first name of a doctor

mentioned in the old records. Others are as follows

:

John Drew was here in 1714, Ebenezer Bishop,

died in 1743, Thomas Bishop, Mrs. Sarah Bates, Perez

Fitch, James Coggswell, Walter Hough, stationed

here as a surgeon during the Revolutionary war,

Nathaniel Hubbard, Piatt Townsend, John Wilson,

John Wilson, Jr., Isaac Smith, Darius Knight, James
Knight, Samuel Webb, Warren Percival, Samuel

Lockwood, John Augur, Samuel Beach, William

Turk, Mr. Rockwell (North Stamford), Benjamin

Rockwell, Uriah Turner, Foote, Banks, Childs,

Tucker, Close, Nathaniel D. Haight, Chauncey Ayres,*

Harrisson Teller, Samuel Sands (Darien), Robert

Lockwood, Lewis R. Hurlbutt, William H. Trow-

bridge,* Joseph Howe, George Huntington, George

W. Birch,* Russell T. Griswold,* B. Keith, P. R.

Holly, James H. Hoyt, H. P. Geib,* E. E. Rowell,*

C. E. Rowell,* F. J. Rogers,* John A. Rockwell,*

j

J. T. Philyis,* Mrs. R. G. Philyis.*

I
For list of pioneer and prominent attorneys see

Chapter II. The following is a list of present lawyers

:

Joshua B. Ferris, William H. Minor, Julius B. Curtis,

J. H. Olmstead, Samuel Fessenden, E. L. Schofield,

William C. Strowbridge, Jr., Nathaniel R. Hart,

I

Samuel H. Cohen, Michael Kenealy, John E. Keeler,

H. Stanley Finch, Truman Smith.

f

The following practice in New York, but reside

here : Thomas G. Ritch, G. T. Plympton, Francis A.
Maseken, Alexander Campbell, R. Stuart Willis,

Hill.

EDUCATIONAL.

It is evident that the early settlers of Stamford not

only manifested a decided interest in religious mat-

ters, but the education of the youth also received their

earliest attention.

As early as Dec. 24, 1670, the following action was
taken :

" ye towne hath agreede to hier Mr. Bellemy

for a scoole master for this yeare," and "ye towne

doth grannt and agree to put down all peety scools yt

are or may be kept in ye towne which may be preiu-

dicial to ye general scoole. The towne hath grannted

Mr. Mathor Bellemy a house lot of about one acere &
halfe & he is hereby engaged to bouild a habitable

house upon it within two years, before he alienate it

to any one, or els to throw it up to ye towne again."

On the 31st of the 11th month (January), 1670, it

was voted in town-meeting " that Mr. Rider be

admited in to the town for a time of triall to keep

school as a comite apointed for that end shall agree

j

with him, and if after triall the town aprove him and

I he like to stay they may after acomidate him accord-

ing to their capacity as they se good. Mr. Seleck,

Fra. Brown and Jonathan Bell are chose to treat, and,

if they can, to agree with Mr. Rider to teach school

in the towne."

On the 2d of the 2d month (April), 1671, the town

grant to Mr. Rider " so much timber of the ould meet-

ing house as may build him up a room to the school

house of about ten or twelve foot square, and in case

he doth remove it shall return to the town."

The following year it was " voted, the towne is not

minded to hier Mr. Rider any more."

" By vote, the town iiiioyne all the children tliat went to anny other

scoole this last yeare, except only snch that went only to larn to knitt

or sowe, shall pay their proper fliers (fares) to the scoole master."

In 1672 there was but one public school in the set-

tlement, and that was held in a building which stood

on the corner of Bank and Atlantic Streets.

In 1690 it was voted to build a new house. " The
old school-house, which had been built of the remains

of the old meeting-house, and must therefore have

been a much nobler structure and of nicer finish than

the old rude germ of riven logs and plank covering,

* Residents of Stamford. t Ex-United States Senator.
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which it had succcodcil, wsih ' l)y outcry' sold to the

same Steven Bishop who liad once, at least, been its

acknowledged master. It may show us the times, at

least thus much, to report the value of the sale,

'twenty shillings and six-pence,' but we must also

report that the town reserved for their own use ' ye

dore hings and florcs.' It ought, ])erhii|)s, also to be

added that the school-house, now sold, had been quite

recently improved by the addition of a stone chim-

ney, a luxury which had doubtless been denied the

home-warmed children in their home-made clothes,

down to 1685.

" The progress of the town had now become such

that the one school-house was thought to l)e too small

for their accommodation, and the people at a distance

from the centre were beginning to feel the need of

schools nearer to their own homes. Little schools

were held for a few weeks at a time in two or three lo-

calities distant from the centre. Tempoi'ary schools,

also, sjirung up to minister to some local want for

some peculiar class of pupils, and it became a ques-

tion what school or schools should receive the sanc-

tion or support of the public, at the public expense.
" In 1702 it was voted that ' Ye town doth say that

they doth accept ye present scoole by ye parson (Sam-

uel Holly, the town clerk) to teach to read English

and to write and aritlunitic—is a seoole according to

lawe.' It is also voted that

"
' Ye towne doth give liberty to ye people of ye east side of norwoaton'

Killer, and ye people on ye west side of ye mill riiier, to hire a woman
scoole on boath sids ye sd riuer: and that ye mony collected in ye cuntry

Rate shall be distributed to each scoole
;
yt is to say, to ye three scooles;

one in ye middle of ye towne and ye other two above sd, according to ye

heads in said scoole ; and ye Rate to be paid by ye heads yt Goes to sd

scools.'

"

There are several flourishing private schools, among
which may be mentioned the Stamford English and

Classical Boarding School of James Betts, which has

been in existence over forty years
;
George B. Glen-

dining's school; the Misses Warren school for young

children ; Miss Aikens' Young Ladies Seminary,

established in 1855 ; the school of H. U. King ; and

the Catholic school, which was organized in 1862, and

is large and flourishing.

For present condition of schools, see General His-

tory.

CHAPTER LXXIL
STAMFORD (Continued).

Indian Name of Town—Representatives from 1641 to 1880—State Sena-

tors—Selectmen from 1C40 to 1879—Postmasters at Stamford—Probate

District of Stamford—Ijist of Judges to Present Time—Town Clerks

from 1G41 to 1881—Grand List 187!)—Population.

CIVIL HISTORY.

The Indian name of this town was Elppowam.

Upon the settlement by the whites it was changed to

Stamford, doubtless from a town in England by the

same name.

REPRESENTATIVKS J''ltO.M I (ill '10 1880.

The following is a list of the rejireHentatives from

Stamford, from 1041 to 1880:

KEPKESENTATIVES.
\m, An.hciW Ward, FranciB Bell

;
1041i, Matthew Mitcliell, John Whlt-

morc; l(14:i, .fohn Underliill, Kiidiard Oildertileove, .John Chaimian
;

1044, Andrew Ward, It<jl« rt Coe
;
lO.M, Richaid Law, Fran<.i» IK-II

;

10,-,4-5r,, Jlichard Law, Kraiicis Dell, .John Holly
;
1«M, Richard Law,

Fi'ain'is Hell
;

lfjr>7, Richard Law, .Jolm Waterbury, G'jorfre Blawwjn;

l(i58-(il, Richard l,aw, Francis Hell
;
lOCi, Jtichard Law, .John Jlolly,

George Slawsoii
;

18114, Richard Law, Francis Hell; IW",, Richard

Law, I'eter IJisbrow, Francis Hrown
;
lOOG, Richard Law; IfiCT, R^jM.

Usiier, Francis Hrown
;

lliOK, Fiancis Hnjwn, John Green
;

IGCll,

Ensign Francis Hrown, John (.Veen, Jtichard Law; 1070, Lieut.

Jonathan Selleck, .John Green, John Holly, .Jonathan Hell
; 1071,

Joseph Theale; 1C72,. Richard Law, Jonathan Selleck; 107.'), John

Green, Joseph Theale
;
1074, Lieut. Jonathan Bell, Abrani Ambler,

Joseph Theale, John Green; 107.5-70, Jonathan Selleck, Joseph

Theale, Lieut. Jon.athan Bell, Capt. Jonathan Selleck; 1077, Lieut.

Jonathan Bell, Abrani Ambler, Joseph Theale, Jon. Reynolds; 1078-

79, .Joseph Theale, Abrani Ambler, Jon. Reynolds; 1080, Jonathan

Bell, Josi^ili Theale; 1081, Josejib Theale, Abrani Bell, Lieut. Jona-

than Bell, .Joshua Iloyt
;
1082, Abrani Ambler, Joseph Theale. Lieut.

Jonathan Bell, .Joshua lloyte; 10811, Lieut. .Jonathan Hell, ("apt.

Jonathan Selleck, .Joshu.a Hoyte
;
1084, Lieut. .Jonathan I$ell, Jot«huft

Hoyte
;
1085-8G, Capt. Jonathan Selleck, I..ieut. Jonathan Bell, Joshua

Hoyt
;
1G87, Capt. .Jonathan Selleck, Lieut. Jonathan Hell : 1089, Ens.

John Bates, Samuel Iloyt
;
lO'Jd, Samuel Hoyt, Abrani Ambler; 1G91,

Jonathan Bell, Abram Ambler, Daniel Westcott; 1092, Samuel Hoyt,

Daniel Westcott, Abrani Ambler; 1()93, Samuel Hoyt, David Water-

bury
;
1694, David Waterbury, Daniel Westcott, Daniel Weed

; 109.5,

David Waterbury, Dan. Weed; 1690, Lieut. Jona. Bell, Sergt. David

Waterbury; 1607, Sergt. David Waterbury, S.im. Hoyt
;
1698, Lieut.

David Waterbury
;
1099, I,ieut. David Waterbury, Kns. .Samuel Hoyt,

Jonathan Bell
; 1700, Elisha Holly, Lieut. Davi<l Waterbury, Stephen

Bishop; 1701, Lieut. David Waterbury, IClisha Holly; 1702, Samuel

Webb, Lieut. David Waterbury
;
1701, Lieut. David Waterbury, CapU

John Clock, Samuel Hoyt; 1704, Samuel Hoyt, Elisha Holly ; 1705-

0, Capt. Jonathan Selleck, Lieut. David Waterbury; 1707-8, Capt.

Jonathan Selleck, Elisha Holly, Stephen Bishl^p; 1709, Stephen

Bishop, Elisha Holly; 1710, Jonathan Bates, Elisha Holly; 1711,

Elisha Holly, John Ambler ; 1712, Jonathan Bates.Jidm Stone, Jona-

than Bell; 17i:i, Elisha Hawley, Jonathan Bell; 1714. Jonathan

Bell, Jonathan Hates, .Jolin Stone; 1715, Joii.athaii Bell, John Stone,

Jolin Hoyt; 1710, John Hoyt, John Stone, Samuel Hoyt; 1717, .Tohn

Hoyt, Jonathan Bell, John Stone
; 1718, Samuel Weed, Jonas Weed,

John Stone; 1719, John Hoyt, .John Stone, John Bell: 1720. John

Hoyt, John Stone
; 1721, John Hoyt, Samuel Weed, John Stone;

1722-23, John Hoyt, John Stone; 1724, .John Hoyt, John Stone, Capt.

Jonathan Hoyt, Jonathan Bates; 1725-26, Capt. Jonathan Hoyt,

Jonathan Bates; 1727, Capt. .Jonathan Hoyt. Jonathan Bates, Capt.

Samuel Hoyt, Samuel Weed
;
1728-29, Capt. Jonathan Hoyt, Capt.

Samuel Hoyt, Capt. Jonathan Bates; 1730. Capt. John Bell; 1731,

Capt. Jonathan Hoyt, John Bell, John Hoyt, Jonathan Bates; 1732,

John Hoyt, Jonathan liates, Capt. Jonathan Hoyt, .John Bell
;
1733,

Capt. Jonathan Hoyt, Jonathan Bates, Samuel Hoyt; 1734, Capt.

Jonathan Hoyt, Samuel Hoyt
;
173."), Capt. Jonathan Hoyt, Jonathan

Maltby, Jonathan liates; 1736-42, Capt. Jonathan Hoyt, JonatJian

Maltby ; 174i5, Col. Jonathan Hoyt, .Jonathan Bates ; 1744, Capt. Jona-

thaii Iloyt, Jonathan Slaltby : 174.'>, Capt, Jonathan Hoyt, Jonathan

Bates; 1746, ('apt. Jonathan Hoyt. Jonalhan JIaltby ; 1747, .Jona-

than Slaltby, Capt. Nathaniel Weed, Abraham Davenport : I74,'<-53,

.Jonathan Iloyt, .\bmham Davenport
;
1754-55, Jonalhan Hoyt, .Jona-

than Jlaltby; 1750, John Holly, Col. Jonathan Hoyt, Jonathan

Maltby
;

1757," ,CoI. Jonathan Hoyt, Jonathan Selleck, .\braliani

Davenport^ 1758, Charles Webb, Jonathan Dibble; 17."'9, Charles

Webb, Abra. Davenport; 1760-GI, Col. Jona, Hoyt, Abra, DavoniHirt,

Capt. Charles Webb; 1762-65, Cvd. Jonathan Hoyt, .\bn\. DavoniMrt

;

1766, Capt. Charles Webb, .\bialiam DaveiiiHirt, (\)I. Jonathan Hoyt;

1767, Capt. Charles Webb, Col. Jonathan Hoyt ; 1768, Capl. Charles

Webb, Beiyaniin Weed; 1769-70, Capt. Charles Webb, JLy. David

M'aterbury, Bon,iamin Weed ; 1771-73. Clnules Webb, lioixjaniin

Weed: 1774, David Waterbury, Thomas Younc. Charles Webb; 177.'i,

Col. Cluirles Webb, (\d. Da\ id Waterbury, Beiyaiuin \\"eo<i. Thom!\s
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Young; 1776, Col. David Waterbury, John Davenport; 1777, John

Davenport, John Hoyt, Jr., Capt. Sylvester Knapp, Capt Isaac Lock-

wood; 1778, Maj. John Davenport, Col. Charles Webb, Capt. Daniel

Bouton, Capt. Isaac Lockwood
;
1779, Col. Charles Webb, Capt. Daniel

Bouton; 1780, Col. Charles Webb, Charles Weed; 1781, Charles

Weed; 1782, Maj. John Davenport, Charles Weed; 1783. Gen. I).

Waterbury, Charles Weed
; 1784, Maj. John Davenport, Charles Weed;

1785, Maj. John Davenport, Charles Weed, James Davenport; 178C-

87, James Davenport, Charles Weed
;
1788, James Davenport, John

Davenport
; 1789, James Davenport, Col. Joseph Hoyt, John Daven-

port; 1790, Maj. John Davenport, Benjamin Scofield
;
1791, Maj. John

Davenport, William Fitch; 1792, Maj. John Davenport, Thaddeus

Weed; 1793, Maj. John Davenport, Benjamin Scofield
;
1794, David

Waterbury, Thaddeus Weed, John Davenport; 1795, David Water-

bury, Thaddeus Weed, Jolin Davenport, George Mills; 179(i, Joshua

King,* William Forrester, John Davenport, George Mills; 1797,

George Mills, Noyes Mather; 1798, George Mills, Noyes Mather,

Isaiah Tiffany
;
1799, Isaiah Tiffany, Isaac Lockwood, Nathan Weed,

Jr.; 1800, Isaac Lockwood, Nathan Weed, Jr.; 1801, Isaac Lock-

wood, Kdward McLaughlin, William Waterbury (4th); 1802, Isaac

Lockwood, William Waterbury (4th), Nathan Weed, Noyes Mather;

1803, Is.aac Lockwood, John William Holly, Nathan Weed; 1804,

Nathan Weed, James Stephens, Thaddeus Bell, Jr.
;
1805, James

Stephens, Thaddeus Bell, Jr., Nathan Weed
;
1806, Isaac Lockwood,

Thaddeus Bell, Jr., Josiah Smith, Nathan Weed; 1807, Thaddeus

Bell, Ezra Lockwood; 1808, William Waterbury (4th), Isaac Lock-

wood, Jr., James Stephens
;
1809, James Stephens, Isaac Lockwood,

Jr., Smith Weed; 1810, James Stephens, Nathan Weed, Thaddeus

Bell; 1811, Thaddeus Bell, Isaac Lockwood, Jr., Henry Hoyt, Jr.,

John Weed, Jr.; 1812, John Weed, Jr., Henry Hoyt, Jr., Nathan
Weed, Simeon H. Minor; 1813, John Weed, Jr., Simeon H. Minor,

Isaac Lockwood, John Augur; 1814, James Stephens, John Augur,

Isaac Lockwood, Henry Close; 1815, James Stevens, Thaddeus Bel!,

Isaac Lockwood, John Weed, Jr.; 1810, John Brown, Jr., Solomon

•Clason, Isaac Lockwood; 1817, James Stephens, Simeon H. Minor;

1818, James Stevens, Thaddeus Bell; 1819, Thaddeus Bell, Isaac

Lockwood; 1820, Thaddeus Bell, John Augur; 1821, Joseph Wood,

Charles Hawley; 1822, Joseph Wood, Daniel Lockwood; 1823-24,

Charles Hawley, Daniel Lockwood
;
1825, Isaac Lockwood, T. Dav-

enport; 1826, Chas. Hawley, Jotham Hoyt; 1827-28, Chas. Hawley,

Abel Reynolds; 1829, Charles Hawley, Simeon H. Minor; 1830, S.

H. Minor,Wm. Waterbury, Jr.
;
1831, Wm. Waterbury, Sol. Clason;

1832, Wm. Waterbury, Selleck Scofield; 1833-35, Selleck Scofield,

Hoyal L. Gay; 1836, Koyal L. Gay, Joshua B. Ferris; 1837, Selleck

Scofield, Joshua B. Ferris
;
1838, Joshua B. Ferris, Seth Clason

;
1839,

Selleck Scofield, S. Locltwood
;
1840, Andrew Perry

;
1841, Wm. T.

Hinor, Josephus Brush; 1842, Selleck Scofield, Wm. T. Minor; 1843,

"William T. Minor, Josephus Brush; 1844, Selleck Scofield, Wm. T.

Minor; 1845, Selleck Scofield, Royal L. Gay
;
1846, Selleck Scofield,

"William T. Minor; 1847, Amzi Scofield, Wm. T. Minor; 1848, Heth

Stevens, S. Lockwood, Jr. ; 1849, Heth Stevens, Henry J. Sanford;

1850, Stephen B. Provost, Josiah Smith; 1851, Seth Miller, John

Clason
;
1852, William T. Minor, S. B. Provost

;
1853, James H. Hoyt,

Charles Brown
;
1854, Wells R. Ritch, John Clason

; 1855, J. D.War-

ren, Hickford Marshall
;
1856, Charles A. Weed, E. P. Whitney

;
1857,

William W. Holly, George Lounsbury
; 1858, Charles H. Leeds, Wm.

W. Scofield
;
1859, Charles H. Leeds, George Scofield

;
1800, H. M.

Humphrey, I. S. Jones
;
1861, W. R. Ritch. I. S. Jones

;
1862, Morgan

Morgans, I. S. Jones; 1863, Selleck Scofield, J. D. Warren; 1864-05,

J. B. Hoyt, Alfred Hoyt; 1866, J. D. Ferguson, Seth S. Cook
;
1807,

J. D. Ferguson, H. G. Scofield; 1868, AV. T. Minor, H. G. Scofield;

1869,t Phineas S. Jacobs; 1870, James H. Olmstead, Wm. A. Keeler;

1871-73, Edward Gay, John Clason
; 1874, Samuel Fessenden, John

Clason
; 1875, Benjamin J. Daskani, John Clason ; 1876, Francis A.

Marden, George H. Hoyt; 1877, Edward Gay, Wm. R. Lockwood;

1878, Charles A. Weed, Francis A. Marden : 1879, Samuel Fessenden,

Charles A. Weed ; 1880, Albert G. Weed, William C.Harding; 1881,

James D. Smith, George H. Hoyt.

STATE SENATORS FROM 1643 TO 1865.

1643-44, Thurston Raynor; 1646, Andrew Ward; 1647, Richard Law;
1695-1701, Maj. Jonathan Selleck; 1766-84, Abraham Davenport;

* Said, in pencil, to be from Eidgefield. Both names are probably by

mistake credited to Stamford,

t But one that year.

1790-97, James Davenport
;
1830, Charles Hawley ; 1850, Joshua B.

Ferris, James II. Hoyt; 1859, Matthew F. Merritt; 1863, Morgan
Morgans

;
1865, Charles W. Ballard.

TOWNSMEN OR SELECTMEN FROM 1640 TO 1879.

Tlie following catalogue of " townsmen" or select-

men is as complete as the town records enable us to

make it. From 1642 to 1666 there are no records to

show who were appointed ; and in 1673 the records,

which are otherwise full, make no mention of the

choice of townsmen. The other years for which
there is no record of a choice are 1681, 1682, 1683,

1685. and 1699

:

1640.—Rev. Richard Denton, one year; Matthew Mitchel, two years;

Andrew Ward, two years; Thurston Raynor, two years; Rich-

ard Crabb, two years.

1041.—John Whitmore, one year; Richard Law, six years.f

1666.—Lieut. Francis Bell, Sr., five years ; John Holly, four years; Wm.
Newman, two years; Richard Hardy , three j'ears ; Jos. Garnsey,

one year; Richard Ambler, two years.

1667.—Peter Ferris, seven years; Richard Webb, two years; Abraham
Ambler, thirteen years.

1668.—Robert Usher, one year; Jonathan Bell, fourteen years.

1669.—John Green, three years; Francis Brown, one year.

1B70.—Jonathan Selleck, one year.

1671.—George Slawson, Sr., three years; John Pettit, one year; John
Holmes, two years; Joshua Hait, six years ; John Slawson, two

years.

1674.—John Bates, three years.

1676.—Samuel Hoyt, eight years ; Daniel Weed, five years ; Daniel West-

cott, five years.

1677.—Joseph Theal, three years.

1680.—Samuel Dean, one year; James Weed, one year; Jonas Weed,

eleven years.

1084.—Steven Bishop, five years; John Waterbury, six years.

1686.—Joseph Hoyt, two years.

1687.—David Waterbury, eleven years.

1689.—Daniel Scofield, twenty years; John Scofield, two years; John

Bates, Jr., nine years.

1690.—Eleazar Slason, one year; Benjamin Iloyt, one year.

1694.—Increase Holly, one year.

1095.—Elisha Holly, six years.

1696.—Jonathan Selleck, one year; John Holly, Sr., one year.

1700.—Richard Scofield, one year; Samuel Holly, one year.

1701.—Benjamin Green, two years; Jonathan Bell, nineteen years; Jos.

Ferris, seven years.

1703.—Deacon Samuel Hoyt, six yeare.

1704.—Capt. Joseph Bishop, ten years.

1709.—John iVmbler, two years ; Lieut. Samuel Weed, fourteen years.

1713.—John Bell, one year.

1714.—John Slason, Sr., four years ; Deacon John Hoyt, thirteen years

;

Samuel Blachley, four years.

1716.—Capt. John Knapp, one year
;
Capt. Samuel Hoyt, Jr., seventeen

years.

1717.—Deacon Jonathan Hoyt, one year.

1719.—Lieut. Joseph Webb, nine years; Sergt. John Scofield, one year
;

Jonas Weed, nine years
;
Benjamin Hoyt, Jr., four years.

1725.—Samuel Scofield, three years.

1728.—Capt. Jonathan Hoyt, twenty-nine yeai-s
;
Maj. Jonathan Maltby,

twenty years.

1734.—Lieut. John Waterbury, four years.

1735.—Lieut. Samuel Weed, three years.

1738.—Joseph Bishop, eight years.

1740.—Sergt. Jonathan Clason, seven years.

1741.—Sergt. Samuel Scofield, five years.

1742.—Capt. Nathaniel Weed, eight years.

1746.—Col. Abraham Davenport, thirty-one years.

1747.—Lieut. Jonathan Bell, nine years.

1760.—Ensign John Holly, twenty-one years.

1754.—Sergt. Stephen Ambler, two years
;
Capt. David Waterbury, one

year ; Lieut. Eliphalet Seeley, twenty-two years.

J The most of the above served probably through the next twenty

years, of which there is no record.
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1756—Jonathan Selleclc, four yoare; Capt. SlfpliiMj Wl.itir, cue, yi-ar.

1757.—Col. Charles Wchb. twenty years.

176(1.—Samuel Broker, one year.

1761.— Sergt. Sauuiel Bisliop, four years.

176a.—Joseph Husted, two years
;
Abraham Iliiyt, ton years.

17G9._Thonias Youngs, two years; Benjamin Weed, two years.

1771.—Gen. David Waterbury, seven years.

1775.—Lieut Samuel Mutton, two years ; David Weill), two years.

1776.—Tohn liell, three years; Capt. Isaac Lock wood, nijieteeu years;

Thomas June, one year.

1777._.j,isliua Ambler, ten years; Daniel Bouton, two years; Ebenezor

Ferris, two years
;
Capt. Sylvanus Knapp, twenty-three years.

1778.—Capt. Charles Smith, twelve years.

1779.—Capt. Gershom Scofield,six years; Capt. Reuben Scofleld, oueyear.

1780.—Charles Webb, five years
;
Capt. Amos Smith, two years.

1781.—Isaac Webb, two years ; Samuel Itichards, two years
;
Sergt. Jon-

athan Waring, two years; Jes.se Boll, two years.

1786.—Lieut. Seth Weed, Jr., ten years.

1789.—Hon. James Davenport, six years.

1790.—Tliaddeus Hoyt, one year.
.

1791.—Kathaniel Webb, five years
;
Capt. Thaddeus Weed, two yearb.

1792.—Nathan Weed, Jr., eight years.

1794.—David Malthy, one year; Stephen Kockwel), one year; Frederick

Hoyt, one year.

1795.—Hon. Jolm Davenport, one year.

1796.—Josiali Smith, twelve years
;
Benjamin Weed, one year.

1799.—Amoa Weed, eleven years ; Alexander Mills, one year.

1800.—Carey Leeds, inie year; Isaac Penoyer, two years.

1801.—Ezra Loekwood, three.years; William Waterbury (4th), nine years.

1802.—Thaddeus Bell, Jr., eight years; George Mills, four years.

1807.—Isajic Wardwell, six years ; David Smith (Ijil), one year.

1809.—Smith Weed, one year : Simeon H. Minor, E.sq., one year; Carey

Bell, four years; Seth Smith, six years.

1810.—John Weed, Jr., eight years
;
Henry Hoyt, Jr., one year ; Jeremiah

Andreas, one year ; Abishai Weed, five years.

1811.—Timothy Reynolds, four years ; John Browning, two years.

1812.—Jonathan Brown, three years.

1813.—Daniel Loekwood, Jr., eight Jeare.

1814.—Isaac Loekwood, Jr., throe years.

1815.—James Stevens, Esq., three years; Pliilo Weed, three years.

1817.—John Bell, two years; Solomon Clason, three years.

1818.—Epenetus Hoyt, five years.

1819.*—Nathaniel Webb, one year; Luther Weed, one year; Isaac Holly,

one year.

1820.—Dr. Loekwood, one year.

1821.—Joseph Wood, Esij., three years ; Abashai Scofield, three years.

1824.—Jotham Hoyt, six years ; Abel Reynolds, six years.

1825.—Theodore Davenport, three years.

1828.—David Hoyt, one year.

1S29.—Ezra Knapp, one year.

1830.—William Waterbury, two years; Selleck Scofield, twenty years;

John Brown, one year.

1831.—Royal L. Gay, twenty years.

1832.—Benjamin M. Weed, eight years.

1839.—Heth Stevens, six years.

1841.—Edwin S. Holly, one year ; Anizi Scofield, one year.

1842.—Ebeuezer Lockwooil, five years.

1847.—Abishai Weed, one ycar_; Nchemiah Hoyt, one year.

1851.—Charles Brush, one year; Nathaniel Loekwood, one year.

1852.—Philip H. Brown, two years ; Isaac Jones, one year ; Nelson W.
Smith, one year.

1853.—Edwin Scofield, Jr., one year; Walter Searls, one year.

1854.—Seth Miller, one year ; Lorenzo Meeker, one year ; Hickford Mar-

shall, three years.

1855_Well3 R. Ritcli, twelve years ; Edward Gay, one year.

1856.—George Lounsbury, one year; Charles Brown, one year.

1857.—Stephen B. Provost, one year.

1855.—Floyd T. Palmer, two years ; Josiali Smith, one year.

1859.—William Wallace Scofield, sixyoai-s.

1861.—Cephas Stevens, four years.

1866.—Charles Gaylor, one year; William R. Loekwood, three years;

Lewis Raymond, two years.

1867.—Erastus E. Scofield, one year.'

1868.—E. E. Scofield, W. R. Loekwood, Hickford Marshall.

1869.—E. E. Scofield, W. R. Loekwood, Lewis Raymond.

* From this date there have been but three selectmen.

1870.—S. C. Waterbury, W. A. KmU-v, S. «. Hoyt.

1871-74.—S. C. Waterbury, H B. Hoyt, Hiram Cuitis.

187.'-, B.Hcofield, S. B. Hoyt, Hiram Ciirli».

lH7(i._F. B. Scofield, J A. I'eck, H. Cuitis.

1877-78.—F. B. Scofield, J. A. Peck, L. 8. Scofield.t

1879.—F. B. Scofield, J. A. Peck, .S. (;. Watei bury.

POSTMASTERS IN STAMFORD.

Abraham Davenpor t, rlown to 1820; Hon. .James SteveiiB ; John Crown ;

William Hoyt, Jr.; Sands Seeley, twice; IUjhwiM Hoyt, twice; Theo-

dore J. Daskani, since ISOl.

PROBATE JUDGES.

The district of Stamford is coinpo.sed of Htamford

and Diirien ; the following .arc tiic judges :

Jonathan llait, Abraliam Davenport, John Davenport, Kbenezcr Daven-

port, Joseph Wood, James Stevens, Situcori II. Minor, Clrarles IIuw-

loy, Joshua B. Ferris, Henry A.Slitchell, Epliraim Golden, William

T. Minor, Ebenezer Smitli, James H. Olnisteail. William H. Holly,

Julius B. Curtis, Francis A. Manlon, John Day Ferguson, Cliarles

Brown, Samuel 11. Cohen, .lolin Cla.son.

TOWN CLERKS.

1(341-64, Richard Law
;
lil(j4-68, Jona. Selleck

;
1668-70, John Holly, Sr.

;

1670-86, Abram Ambler; 1687-99, Jona. Bell; 1099-1708, Samuel

Holly, Sr.; 1708-9, Elisha Holly
;
1709-22, Stephen Bishop, Sr.; 1722

-38, Lieut. Samuel Weed
;
1738-60, Joseph Bishop; 1700-75, Samuel

Jarvis; 1775-1806, John Hoyt, Jr.; 1800-19, Samuel Hoyt, Jr.; 1819

-43, Seymour Jarvis; 1843, Wm. H Holly
;
1843-44, Itoswell Hoyt;

1844-74, Edwin Scofield
;
1874-81, Charles E. Holly.

GRAND LIST, 1879.

1783 dwelling-houses and lots 329,953.40

20,788 acres of land 11,806.25

117 mills, stores, distilleries and manufactories 481,560
910 horses, asses, and mules 63,165
1626 neat cattle 31,815
Slieep and swine, over $30; poultry, over $25 370
300 coaches, carriages, and pleiusure wagons 57,030
Farming tools, e.xceeding in value S200 600
Mechanics' tools, exceeding in value $200
Clocks, watches, time-pieces, and jewelry, over $25.. 23,285
Piano-fortes and other musical instruments, over

$25 26,565
Household furniture, exceeding in value $500) -TiJin
Libraries, over $200 J

' ' '

'

"
Fishing apparatus, exceeding in value $200 )

9 360
Quarries, fislieries, and mines J

'

Bank stock 338,552
State, canal, and all other stock (except U. S. and

railroad in this State) 62,125
Railroad, city, and corporation bonds 246,t>23

Amount employed in merchandising and trade 213,925
Investment in mechanical and numufticturiug opera-

tions 248,675
Investments in vessels, steamboats, and commerce.. 43,730
Money at interest in thisState and elsewhere 260,185
Money on hand, exceeding jf100 29,609
All other taxable property not specially mentioned. 200,377
Ten per cent, additional on lists not given in and

attested 92,038
Poll-tax 708
Military 1,398

POPULATION.
Year. Population.
1665 420
1076 405
1687 410
1700 585
1714 !>ii5

1745 1,510
1756 2,ii4S

1760 2,580
1800 4,4(>0

1810 4,440
1820 : 3,254
1830 3,7a)
1840 3,516
1850 4,965
1860 7.185
1870 9,714
1880 11,117

In 1868, including Diuiou and the jvvrt of Xew C<ui.%au once in the

town, the population would not be less than 11,CKK>.

f L. Scofield died, and H. Curtis appointed in place.
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CHAPTER LXXIII.

STAMFORD (Continued).

ECCLESIASTICAL.

First Church of Christ in Stamford—Long Eidge Congregational Chjirch

—

Congregation of Nortli Stamford—Saint Jolin'sEijiscopal—St. Andrew's

Chapel—Emmanuel Cliurch, Shinoh—Baptist Churches—Methodist

Episcopal Church—Methodist Episcopal Church, High Ridge—Long

Ridge Methodist Episcopal Church—Bangall Chapel—Hamburg Eidge

Chapel—XJniversalist Church, Long Ridge—Stamford Universalist

Church—Catholic Church—First Presbyterian Churcli.

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST IN STAMFORD.*

" The first known records of this church, distinct

from the town records, were those begun by Mr.

Welles, at his ordination, Dec. 31, 1746. He pre-

pared the folio in which the records were to be kept,

as if for a permanent depository of all the doings of

the church in Stamford. Its title page, in large round

hand, reads

:

" Notitia Parochialis Sfamfordieusis

or

Stanford Church records,

Begun Jan. 1st, A.D. 1747.

By Noah Welles, who under the conduct of divine

providence was called to office by the church and

society in said Stanford, and by ordination fixed in

the work of the gospel ministry there. The day of

my ordination and solemn investiture according to

divine institution, by fasting and prayer with the im-

position of the hands of the presbytery, the elders of

the churches of Christ in the western association of

Fairfield County; The Rev. Messrs. Noah Hobart,

John Goodsel, Benjamin Strong, Jonathan Ingersol,

and Moses Mather, was Dec. 31, 1746.

" N.B. In the following records the year begins with

the 1st day of January, being the day after my or-

dination."

"The first record made is that of all the names of

those who were in full communion in the church at

the time of his ordination. That list, just as it ap-

pears on the third and fourth pages of the records, is

as follows : Jonathan Halt, Esq., Deacon, Samuel

Halt, Esq., Deacon, Jonathan Maltbie, Esq., Benja-

min Halt, Samuel Blatchley, Samuel Scofield, Ben-

jamin Weed, Lieut. Daniel Weed, Stephen Ambler,

Deacon Joseph Bishop, James Bishop, Benjamin

Bunnel, Jonathan Waterbury, Jonathan Clason,

Ebenezer Halt, John Scofield, Thomas Waterbury,

Miles Weed, Nehemiah Bates, Abraham Davenport,

Esq., Deacon David Bishop, Capt. Bishop, E.

Bishop, Joseph Webb, Lieut. Nathaniel AVebb,

Nathan Halt, Nathan Bishop, Benjamin Weed, junr.,

Esq., Daniel Weed, junr., Daniel Weed, 3d, Joshua

Lounsbery, John Scofield, junr., Nathaniel Stevens,

Epenetus Lounsbery, Josiah Scofield, Charles Sco-

field, Reuben Scofield, Israel Bordman, Zebulun

Husted, Nathan Scofield, Baptist, Abraham Halt,

Peter Knap, Benjamin Jones, Ebenezer Scofield,

* Condensed from Huntington's History.

Charles Bishop, Miles Scofield, Lieut. John Bates,

John Weed, Ebenezer Weed, jr., Timothy Curtis,

Josiah Holly, Joseph Judson, Epenetus Webb, Ben-

jamin Halt, junr.. Ensign Charles Knap, David Halt,

Jagger Hait, Hezekiah AVeed, (1769) Joseph Scofield,

Ensign Israel Weed, Thomas Potts, Jonas Scofield,

Jeremiah Halt, Gideon Lounsbery, Episcopal, Capt.

Amos Weed, Nathan Lounsbery, Joseph Husted,

Nathaniel Cressy, Reuben Weed, Joseph Finch,

Jonathan Garnsey, Lieut. Hezekiah Weed, jr., Eze-

kial Roberts, Quaker, Samuel Weed. Whole number,

75 males.

"Madam Davenport, Hannah, Dan, We of David;

Sarah, wife of Nathan Scofield ; Ruth Bishop ; W'w
of Deacon Hait ; W'w Burnham

;
Mary, wife of

Lieut. Eb. Weed ; Elizab. we of Lieut. Danl. Weed

;

W'w Hait; Mrs. Blatchely, we of Saml. ; Elizab.

W'e of Benj. Hait; Millescent, W'e of Col. Hait;

Experience, W'e of Sam'l Ferris ; W'w Blatchely,

W'e of Abr'm Hait
;
Rose, W'e of Joseph Weed

;

Mary, W'e of Sam'l Hait, Esq.
;
Deborah, W'e of

Stephen Ambler ; Wife of Lieut. AVaterbury ; W'e
Bishop, of Capt. Bishop , W'w Blackman, w'e of

Josiah ; W'w Martha Leeds
;
Azubah, W'e of Simeon

June ; W'w Hannah Thorp
;
Sarah, W'e of Jona.

Maltby, Esq.
;
Mary, W'e of Chs. Sturges

;
Elizabeth,

W'e of Jona. Clauson
;
Mary Bishop

;
Sarah, W'e

of Josiah Scofield
;
Deborah, W'e of Lieut. N. Webb;

Elizab., dau. of Lieut. D. Weed; Hannah Slason;

Mary, W'e of Lieut. Ezra Smith ; Elizabeth Jessup

;

Mary, W'e of Josiah Scofield
;
Joanna, W'e of Miles

Weed
;
Hannah, W'e of Jos. Lounsbury

;
Susanna,

W'e of Nehem Bates; Hannah, W'e of Abr'm Hait;

Sarah, W'e of James Bell
;
Rebecca, W'e of Samuel

Weed
;
Sarah, W'e of Jno. Lockwood

;
Hannah, W'e of

Samuel Weed, jun. ; W'w Susanna Waterbury
;
Mary,

W'e of Benj. Weed, jun.; Marg., W'e of Ebenr.

Hait
;
Lydia, W'e of Seremiah Hait

;
Abigail, W'e

of Reub. Scofield ; Sarah Hait
;
Lydia, W'e of Reub.

Weed ; Mrs. Sarah Slayd
;

Abigail, W'e of David

Dibble ; Wid. Abigail Clauson
;
Kezia, AV'e of Daniel

Weed, 3d; Ruth, We of Nathan Brown; Anna, W'e
of Nath'l Brown: Abigail, W'e of Zab. Hustead;

Mary, W'e of Peter Knap
;
Susanna, W'e of Dan'l

Weed
;
Mary, W'e of Ebenezer Scofield

;
Mary, W'e

of Chris'n Sturgis
;
Hannah, W'e of Sam'l Scofield

;

Rachel Lounsbury, W'e of J. Scofield; Abigail

Lounsbury
;

Deborah, W'e of Jonath. Garnsey

;

Bethia Brown
;
Sarah, W'e of Dan'l Lockwood ; Re-

becca, W'e of Jos. Gales; Hannah, W'e of Lieut.

Sam'l Scofield
;

Susanna, W'e of Timothy Curtis

;

Sarah, W'e of Capt. Knap; Mrs. Hannah Wright;

Martha, W'e of Jos. Smith, now of B. Weed, Esq.

;

Mercy, W'e of Jona. Weed
;
Mercy, W'e of Quinton

Patch
;
Sarah, dau. of Jonas Weed ; Elizabeth Hunt

;

Eliz., W'e of Sam'l Scofield; Mary Holly; Deborah

AVebb, now We of Dan'l Smith; Mary, W'e of

Charles Buxton; Abigail, W'e of Wm. Blanchard;

Abigail, W'e of Richard Webb; Rebecca, W'e of
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Jona. Ayres; Deborah, We of .Joh. IIuHted; Kezia,

We of Jas. llobcrtH
;
Thankful, dau. of MrH. Weed

;

Martha, We of Waring; Hannah, We of .las.

Scofiekl; Elizab. Bislio])
;

Esther, We of Dan'l

Whiting
;
Mary Boiiton ; Bethia Scofiehl

;
Mary

Lounsbury; Sarah, We of Gershoni Mead; Mary,

We of Sergt. Jno. Scofiekl; Mary, dau. of Sergt.

Sara'l Scofield ; Mrs. Hannah Mather ; Hannah Dan,

We David
;
Mary, We Benj. Jones. Whole No. 99

Females. Total, 174.

"The above list comprises probably all the resident

members of this first church of Stamford in 174().

" Dr. Welles continued here until his death, in 1770.

Under his ministry there was a steady growth of the

church.
" The three town notables of that day. Col. Jonathan

Hoyt, Capt. Jonathan Maltby, and Mr. Abraham
Davenport, were made a committee to ' manage that

affear.' A few years later, 1762, the society add a

hundred pounds of new metal to the bell, and have

it run anew. The clock seems to have been a bill of

expense and trouble to them, and it was soon removed.
" Another innovation was introduced in 1747. The

society, probably out of regard to the wishes of their

new pastor, voted to change the form of their service

of song in the sanctuary ; and this change took place,

both in the First Church at the centre and in the new
church in Middlesex parish, now Darien. The vote

of the First Society in 1747 is :
' Per vote, the society

agree to sing according to regular singing, called ye

new way of singing, in ye public worship of God.'

The vote in the Middlesex society was :
' Yt Mr.

Jonathan Bell, or any other man agreed upon to sing

or tune ye salm in his absence, in times of publicht

worship, may tune it in ye old way or new, which

.sutes you best.'

"This change from the old to the new way of singing

had been introduced in 1721. The eight or nine tunes

brought over with the pioneers ' had become barbar-

ously perverted,' and Rev. Thomas Walter, of Rox-
bury, Mass., composer in that year, published 'The
Grounds and Rules of Music Explained

;
or, an In-

troduction to the Art of Singing by Note.' The
treatise ' contained twenty-four tunes, harmonized in

three parts.'

" In 1750 one other innovation seems to have com-
jjleted the changes which were deemed of absolute

need. After due deliberation, doubtless, 'the society

agrees that Doctor Watteses avartion of ye psalms

shall be introduced into ye prisbeterian congration.'

" Dr. Welles died in 1776, after the struggle of our

Revolution had fairly begun ; and the church was left

without a pastor until its close.

" The last record in the fair handwriting of Dr.

Welles bears date Dec. 8, 177r), and simply preserves

the appointment of Stephen Bishop as deacon in the

church.

" Several candidates, it would seem, officiated here

after Dr. Welles' decease. The church has no record

to show that they invited either of them to Hcttle.

The society, in 1780, make application U) Rev. Mr.

Kettletas to supply the pul[>it, if possible; and from

baptisms performed during this interval, he probably

l)reached some inontlis.

"The peculiar language ^m\)]<^y(^(l in the records of

the society of date March 24, 1777, would suggest that

they were not prepared to settle any one an past^jr.

By 1781 they had evidently become tired of being

without a settled minister, and formally voted to en-

deavor to settle one. Tliey vote, also, to apply U)

Rev. Mr. Searl to accept the pastorate.

" In August, 1777, they unanimously vote to settle

Rev. John Avery. They vote him a hundred pounds

annually, for three years, in silver or gold, and to give

him three hundred pounds also, in three equal pay-

I

ments, and after the third year to give him one hun-

dred and twenty-five pounds annually.

"The Rev. John Avery was ordained .Ian. Hi, 1782,

and the record is again resumed.
" Mr. Avery continued to preach here until Sep-

tember, 1791, in which month his death occurred.

The last records made by his hand are of September

4tli, in this year, the one enrolling Abraham Smith

as member of the church, and the other witnessing

the marriage of John Larkin and Elizabeth Hoyt.
" April 11, 1792, the society unanimously vote Mr.

Coe a call to settle, on a salary of one hundred and

fifty pounds ; and the committee were to write to

Mr. Coe and to the Presbytery of New York to in-

form them of the proceedings. The church, on the

13th of the same month, after listening to Mr. Coe,

vote also, unanimously, to approve the call. The

answer of Mr. Coe does not api)ear in the records of

either the church or society. Daniel Smith wa.< or-

dained pastor of the church June 18, 179.8.

" A new house on the corner of Atlantic and Bank

Streets was dedicated Sept. 23, 1858.

" The following is a list of ministers who have served

this church from its organization : Richard Denton,

1641-44; John Bishop, 1644-94; John Davenport,

1694-1731; Ebenezer Wright, ordained in 1732, and

died here in May, 1746 ; Noah Welles, D.D., or-

dained Dec. 31, 1746, and died here Dec. 31, 1776;

Abraham Kettletas, preacher in 1780. He was li-

censed by Fairfield East Association in 1756 ; John

Avery, ordained Jan. 16, 1782, and died here in Sep-

tember, 1791 ; Daniel Smith, ordained June 13, 1793,

and died here, 1846 ; John W. Alvord, installed col-

league with Mr. Smith, March 16, 1842, and dismissed

Oct. 14, 1846 ; Isaac Jennings, installed Sept. 1, 1847,

and dismissed _April 28, 1853; James Hoyt, preacher

from June, 1853, to January, 1855 ; Henry B. Elliot,

installed Dec. 4, 1855, and dismissed July 6, 18.58;

Joseph Anderson was called Dec. 9, 1858, installed

March 27, 1860, and dismisse<l Feb. 26. 1861 ; Leon-

ard W. Bacon, pastor-elect from Nov. 17, 1861, until

January, 1865; Richard B. Thur¥iton, G. B. Wilcox,

Samuel Scovel."
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, NORTH STAMFORD.
" This church was organized June 4, 1782, and con-

sisted of twenty-two members, as follows

:

" Benjamin Weed, Ebenezer Weed, Zebulon Husted,

Amos Weed, Israel Weed, Joseph Ambler, John Mc-
Cullum, Ebenezer Dean, Miles Weed, Reuben Sco-

field, Mercy Hoyt, Elizabeth Ambler, Abigail Weed,
Kezia Dean, Mary McCullum, Mercy Hoyt, Jr., Pru-

dence Weed, Sarah Seeley, Elizabeth Scofield, Rebecca

Ayres, Rebecca Curtis, and Rebecca Beedle.

" Previously to this date the celebrated Dr. Samuel

Hopkins, of Newport, R. I., who had left his parish

when the British took possession of the town in 1776,

and who had come to Stamford in 1778 to supply the

pulpit of his deceased classmate, Dr. Welles, had been

also supplying this pulpit for about a year and a half.

He left in 1780, and the church was supplied with

temporary preachers until March 23, 1784, when
Solomon Wolcot was ordained first pastor. He con-

tinued to labor until his dismission, June 21, 1785.

" The other ministers of this parish have been : John

Shepperd, ordained June 27, 1787, and dismissed

June 11, 1794; Amzi Lewis, installed June 17, 1795,

8.nd died here April 5, 1819; Henry Fuller, installed

June 6, 1821, and dismissed Jan. 23, 1844; Nathaniel

Pierson, preached here from April, 1844, to January,

1846 ; William H. Magie, from January, 1846, to

January, 1849; William E. Catlin, from March, 1849,

to March, 1850 ; F. E. M. Bachelor, for several months

in 1850 and 1851
;
Livingston Willard, installed March,

1852, and dismissed in June, 1856 ; John White sup-

plied the pulpit from May, 1857, to October, 1858

;

W. S. Clark, 1859-61; h". T. Ford, 1862; Roswell

Smith, 1863-64 ; H. L. Teller, 1866-68 ; Josiah Pea-

body, 1868-73
; R. H. Wilkin, 1874-75 ; Jesse Brush,

1876-80; R. J. Billings, 1880, present pastor. The
j

church building was burned, and has since been

rebuilt."

LONG RIDGE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

"About the year 1840 a union church was built on

Long Ridge, which the Congregational portion of the

community secured in 1842, when they organized a

church and society. The names of the members of

the church were Isaac Ayres, Jared Holly, Charles E.

Smith, William L. Holly, Alfred Ayres, Ransford A.

Ferris, Polly Holly, Harriet M. Holly, Sally Scofield,

Harriet E. Ayres, Hannah R. Raymond, Mary W.
Smith, Ann M. Holly, Lydia Ferris, Clarissa Smith,

and Phebe Scofield.

Rev. Frederick H. Ayres was engaged to supply the

pulpit, commencing his ministry Nov. 6, 1842, and

preaching until 1853.

From that time meetings have been kept up for the

most of the time, the church having enjoyed the labors

of the following ministers, none of whom have been
I

installed : Mr. Perry, Augustus B. Collins, John
|

Smith, Ezra D. Kinney, Dennis Piatt, Timloe,

Gilbert, and S. C. Fessenden, present pastor." I

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH.*
" The first services according to the rites of the Epis-

copal Church held in Stamford were conducted by
Rev. Henry Caner in the winter of 1726-27.

" In 1738 a very earnest and lengthy plea was sent to

the General Assembly of Connecticut, asking that the

members of the Church of England in the State might

be excused from paying for the support of the Con-

gregational mode of worship. This plea has attached

to it the signatui'es of 636 Episcopalians in nine towns.

Fifty of these names are from Stamford and Green-

wich. They are Gershom Lockwood, Samuel Mills,

Caleb Knapp, John Lockwood, William King, Henry
Jones, Benjamin Knapp, James Knapp, Joseph Knapp,
Jeremy Peck, Hezekiali Lockwood, Jonathan Lock-

wood, Jonathan Austen, Thomas Johnson, Thomas
Ballis, David Reynolds, John Avery, John Johnson,

John , James Wilson, Benjamin Young, Robert

Arnold, John Burley, Nathaniel Hubbard, Peter

Demill, John Finch, Benjamin Day, John Hicks,

Mills Riggs, Israel Knapp, Charles Southerland,

Richard Charlton, Samuel Morine, Isaac Quintard,

Joseph Barton, Nathaniel Lockwood, John Kirkham,

Nathaniel Worden, Thomas Roberts, and Abraham
Rundal, Jr. The above list . is preceded by this

memorandum

:

"
' Under the care of Rev. Mr. Wetmore. The subscribers belonging to .

Greenwicli and Stamford to be annexed to the general address of the mem-
bers and professors of the Cliurch of England, in tlie colony of Connec-

ticut, To the Honorable General Court, in May, 1738 ; which address hav-

ing been communicated to us, the subscribers, we hereunto sign our

names.'

" In addition to the above-named address, these

Stamford petitioners drew up a plea of their own, of

more than three closely-written foolscap pages, ur-

gently demanding at least a partial exemption from

the tax imposed upon them to support a ministry

which they could not approve. They asked that at

least they might be allowed to join with those of

their own church in a neighboring colony (Green-

wich), and that they might use their tax for the sup-

port of the ministers of their own choice in that

colony, ' provided, always, that the said minister's

settled abode and residence be within five miles of

this colony, and that by otficiating alternately in each

colony he performs divine service at least twelve

times in the year in this colony.' In addition to the

preceding names, this special petition has the follow-

ing: Abraham Nichols, John Matthews, and Na-
thaniel Worden, Jr.

" The petition was negatived in both houses of the

Legislature. In 1740 the Rev. James Wetmore was

preaching in Stamford once in four weeks, and this

seems to have been the only Episcopal service held

at that time in the town.
" The following votes of the town give us our only

knowledge of the progress made by the Episcopalians

at this time. The first was under date of Dec. 2,

* Condensed from Huntington's History.
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1742, and is in iinswer to an apjtciil made l)y the

Episcopalians for a grant of land on which to build:

"'The town agree to put in a committee to view the place hy Mr.

Eliplialet Holly's where the professors of the Church of JOiigland liave

petitioned for setting a chucli house, whether it may he grantoil without

damage to the town, and to make return to the adjourned town meeting;

and Ensign Jonathan Boll, Sergeant Nathaniel Weed, and Joseph Bishop

to he the court for the purpose aforesaid.'

" The result of the examination made by the com-

mittee ajjpears under date of Dec. 10, 1742 :

"'The town agree to give the professors of the Church of England a

piece of land, to set a church house upon, on the hill between the widow

Holly's house and Nathan Stevens' house—the piece of land to bo 4.5 feet

long, east and west, and to be 35 feet wide, when the committee shall Lay

it out; the committee to be Ensign Jona. Bell, Sergeant Nathaniel Weed,

and Joseph Bishop.'

"The lot granted, as above, to the Episcopalians

was the southeast corner of the present lot held by

St. John's Parish, in front of their parsonage. On
this lot the first church was built. It was so far

finished in March, 1747. that it could be used.

" Mr. Wetmore seems to have been succeeded by the

Rev. Henry Caner, of Fairfield, who, with his brother !

Richard, of Norwalk, and a Mr. Miner, supplied the

Episcopalians with what preaching or service they

had down to the commencement of Mr. Ebenezer

Dibble's long and successful^ ministry.

" In 1746 we find Mr. Caiier, of Fairfield, bitterly

lamenting the want of ministers for both Norwalk
and Stamford. He reports both places as losing

ground, for want of a more constant service than he

can supply.

" Rev. Mr. Dibble was rector in 1748. In 1757 he

reports his parish united and prosperous. He says

:

' We have sundry accessions to the church since my
last of the 29th of September.'

" John Lloyd, the same, doubtless, whose name ap-

pears as one of the vestry of the church in 1759, in

consideration of £343 6s. 11c?., received from St.

George Talbot, Esq., of Barn Island, N. Y., makes
over 'to the Venerable Society for the Propagation of

the Gospel in Foreign Parts' two tracts of land, one
of eighteen acres one rood and twenty-three rods, in

Northfield, on the west side of Mill River ; and the

other of four acres, twenty-nine, at North Street,

bounded south by North Street, west by Church of

England parsonage, and east by highway. These
lands, by the terms of the surrender, were ' to be and
inure to the use of the missionary, for the time being,

[

the rector or incumbent of St. John's Church, and :

his successors, as the glebe lands of the Cliurch of I

England in said Stamford.'
[

" Under the administration of Mr. Dibble and his

.successors the parish was greatly prospered. Their

first house of worship answered for the use of the

congregation until 1843, wlien the present church
|

was built, where it now stands. This, in its turn,

was soon found too small, and was enlarged in 1855

to its present dimensions. But even this enlarge-

ment was not found to answer tin; needs of the parish

long, an<l May 14, 1860, they were called U> lay the

corner-stone of their new misKion chapel, St. An-
drew's, b<!tw(!en Washington Avenue and Nortlifield

Street. The only rectors of this ])eriod were Kcvh.

Jonathan Judd and Ambrose S. Todd. From the

summer of 1858, the labors of Dr. ' Todd having

become too great for his failing strength, the parish

employed an assistant. Rev. Walter Mitchell, tlien in

d(^acon's orders, and who was (jrdained priest April

27, 1859.

" Dr. Todd continued in the rectorship of tlie par-

ish until his death, June 22, 1861 ; and his assistant,

Mr. Mitchell, was instituted rector Nov. 13, 1861.

Under his rectorship the church was increasingly

prosperous. He was assisted by Rev. F. W. Braith-

waite. On the resignation of Mr. Mitchell, in 1866,

Rev. William Tatlock entered on the rectorship, Aug.

30, 1866. He is assisted by the Rev. Joseph W. Hyde.

The continued prosperity of the parish is evinced by

the building of Emmanuel church at Shinoli in

1867, to meet the wants of the northeast i)art of

the parish.

"The following is the list of the clergy who have

officiated in this parish, as far as the records of the

church and contemporaneous history have furnished

their names: James Wetmore, 1735-41 ; Henr^' Caner,

1744-47; Ebenezer Dibble, 'D.D., 1747-97; Calvin

White, 1798; J. H. Reynolds, S. Wheaton, and

Ammi Rogers, the latter of whom was degraded

from the ministry by Bishop Jarvis, in 1804; Jona-

than Judd, instituted rector Oct. 10, 1810, and re-

signed in 1822 ; Beniiet Glover ; Ambrose Todd,

D.D.; Walter Mitchell, instituted rector Nov. 13,

1861, and resigned Feb. 4, 1866; William -Tatlock,

instituted rector Aug. 30, 1866."

ST. ANDREW'S CHAPEL.

" The corner-stone of this chapel, between Wash-

ington Avenue and Nortbfield Street, was laid May
14, 1860, and the house was finished and consecrated

May 8, 1861. The persons who have officiated at

this chapel have been Thomas W. Punnett, who in

November, 1861, accepted the rectorship of St. Paul's

Church, Staten Island, and Arthur Mason, Nathaniel

E. Whiting, and F. Windsor Braithwaite, who was or-

dained deacon in St. Andrew's chapel June 17, 1862,

and ordained priest June 17, 1865. About the same

time St. Andrew's was organized into an independent

parish, and Mr. Braithwaite was called to be rector,

and is the present incumbent."

EMMANUEL CHURCH, SHIXOH.

" The corner-stone of this church was laid June

29, 1867. This neat Gothic structure, of stone, wtis

built by the Missionary and Bcuovolont Society of

St. John's, as a chapel of the parish church. It

stands on the New Hope road, about three miles from

the village."
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BAPTIST CHURCHES*

" The first item of information respecting the Bap-

tists in this town is a statement made in 1769 by Eben-

ezer Ferris. He had united with the Congregational

Church, here, with his wife, Abigail, Feb. 12, 1769,

and by October 27th of the same year he had become

so far convinced of tlie invalidity of his baptism as

to seek immersion at the hands of Elder Gano, of

New York City. His own statement of the change

is as follows

:

"
' Having been some time exercised in mind in disputes upon religious

subjects, searcliing the Scriptures for understanding, and becoming con-

vinced that the Baptists, in their practice, are agreeable to the order of the

gospel, (I) made application to the Baptist Church in New York, under

the pastoral care of Elder Gano. Desiring to uujte with theni in the

privileges of the gospel, after being examined, they manifested their

freedom. Was baptized Oct. 27, 1769, and received into church fellow-

ship.'

" From the same records we learn that Elder Gano,

in April, 1770, preached here, and baptized Nathan
Scofield and John Ferris, of Stanwich, the former

having been a member of the Congregational Church

from the settlement of Dr. Welles, in 1647. In June
he came again, and baptized Nehemiah Brown and

David Wilson, of Horseneck, and Moses Reynolds,

of Stanwich.

"In the following March, 1770-71, the persons

above named, as being baptized ' with Moses Foun-

tain, a Baptist, who lately came to this place, having

joined the church of New York, our number (seven)

was by said church considered as a branch of the

same, residing in Stamford ; and to have the privilege

of having ordinances of the gospel administered here

by the Elder Gano, and to receive into church fellow-

ship such persons as should be judged meet subjects

by this branch and the elder.'

" It was further provided that Mr. Gano should

preach here once a month for six months; upon
which the branch ' agreed to meet statedly on Lord's

day, for public worship, at the house of Moses Foun-

tain. Begun first in April, 1771.'

" The following jiersons were baptized during this

year : Oliver Sherwood, of Horseneck ; James Win-
chel, Elizabeth Davis, Hannah Ferris, Rebecca Rey-

nolds, of Stanwich ; Elizabeth Rowel, of Horseneck
;

Mindal Smith, of Bedford; William Brundage and

Nathan Sutton, of Horseneck,—making the number,

at the end of 1771, sixteen.

" In July of this year Ebenezer Ferris had been

chosen deacon. The record states that of the above

persons Mindal Smith had been ])reviously baptized.

" Deacon Ferris purchased a piece of land in Oc-

tober, 1771, for a church site, for which he paid £4
10s., York money ; and on this site the frame of the

first Baptist church this side of New York was raised,

June 11, 1772. The same frame stands on the same

lot, in the Bangall district, to this day. It is the only

surviving representative in town of the almost uni-

* Condensed from Huntington's History.

versal type' of the ' Lord's house' which prevailed in

New England a hundred and fifty years ago.

" On the 6th of November, 1773, those Baptists who
were living in this vicinity were organized into a sep-

arate church, Elder Gano being present, and giving

them ' the right hand of fellowship.' The list of the

new church numbered twenty-one names. They are

Ebenezer Ferris, Ezariah Winchel, Nathan Scofield,

John Ferris, Nehemiah Brown, Sylvenus Reynolds,

Gabriel Higgins, Joseph AVebb, Jonathan Whelpley,

.

Moses Reynolds, John Higgins, Elizabeth Brown,

Mindal Smith, Hannah Ferris, Rebecca Reynolds,

Mary Reynolds, Elizabeth Davis, Mary Miller, Sarah

Higgins, Esther Smith, and Hannah Tyler.

" The ministers who labored here for the next ten

years were Elder Coles, 1773; Thomas Ustic, 1775;

President Manning, of Providence, 1775 ; and Robert

Morris. Mr. Morris had been licensed by the church

to preach, in 1776, but he became loose in his doc-

trinal views, and in 1780 his license was withdrawn,

and he was excommunicated. In October of this

year, Elkanah Holmes, of Nine Partners, came here

and took the charge. His family followed him the

next spring, and he continued here until October,

1784. Mr. Ferris, who had well discharged the oflSce

of a deacon, was also thought worthy of the minis-

terial oflSce, and accordingly, in October, 1783, he was

licensed to i^reach, and on the 3d of the next July he

was ordained formally to the work of the gospel min-

istry.

" Elder Ferris remained in charge of the Stamford

Church for the rest of his life.

" The Baptists in the lower part of the town, be-

coming more numerous, demanded a place of worship

nearer than the one on Fort Hill, and accordingly, on

the 24th of June, 1790, they raised the second Bap-

tist house of the town, on the lot on River Street, a

few rods south of the bridge. This house—similar in

form to that on Fort Hill—gave way, in 1856, to a

neat church, and this, in 1860, on the completion of

the present elegant house on the corner of Broad and

Atlantic Streets, was converted into the block now
overlooking our village pond.

" In 1791, Marmaduke Earl assisted Mr. Ferris.

I

"The old church on Fort Hill was finally, in 1806,

transferred to the Long Ridge Baptists, and became

the Second Baptist Church of Stamford.
" The ministers of this church who have officiated

since Mr. Earl's co-pastorship with Mr. Ferris have

been Frederick Smith, co-pastor, from August, 1807,

to February, 1817 ; Greenleaf S. Webb, co-pastor,

from June, 1816, to April, 1821 ; John Ellis, pastor,

from December, 1822, to October, 1836 ; William Bid-

die, from October, 1836, to January, 1839 ; James M.

Stickney, from April, 1839, to April, 1842 ; Addison

Parker, from April, 1843, to April, 1845
;
Henry H.

Rouse, from November, 1845, to April, 1848 ; James

Hepburn ; J. H. Parks, to the union of this and the

Bethesda Church.



STAMFORD. 729

" In 1848, the Bethesda Baptist Church was organ-

ized, by sixty-two members froiri the First Church.

They built on the corner of Atlantic and Cottage

Streets, where they continued a separate organization

until the two were happily reunited in 1858.

" On the organization of the Bethesda Church, in

1848, Mr. Rouse became the pastor of the new church,

where he continued to officiate until January, 1857.

"Alanson H. Bliss succeeded him, and remained

until the reunion of the two churches, in October,

1858.

" At the union of these two village churches, dis-

posing of the two lots and church buildings which

they owned, they purchased a lot on the corner of

Broad and Atlantic Streets, and erected the elegant

brick structure which now stands there. Its corner-

stone was laid in August, 1859, and the house was

dedicated.

" Its two pastors have been Philip S. Evans, in-

stalled in November, 1858, and resigned iA 1865, and

Edward Lathrop, D.D., who was installed Feb. 22,

1866.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CIIURCII.*

" There seems to have been no record of the early

Methodist movement in this vicinity, and it is doubt-

ful whether any was made for several years after this

denomination began its labors here. The earliest

records now existing are those begun in 1830 by
Eev. Daniel De Vinne, who was then stationed here.

He introduces his records with a historical sketch,

from which I take the following statement

:

"
' The first regular society of the Methodist Episcopal Church in tliis

town was formed ahout the year 1788. What circumstimce led our min-

isters to this place, who was the first preacher, or who formed the first

class, cannot at present be ascertained. But it is most probable that it

was tlie Rev. Samuel Q. Talbot or Peter Moriarty, who traveled on tlie

New Rochelle Circuit. The' next year, 1780, the Rev. Jesse Lee and
Andrew Van Nostrand were appointed to Stamford Circuit. On their

arrival at this place they found kindred spirits, who had drunk at the

same fountain with themselves,—Sister Elsie Scofleld, who is now (183U)

living-, had been awakened by his ministry in this village, at the house

of Mr. Gurnsey, some years previous to 1791, the time at which she

joined the infant society in tliis place; Mrs. Martlia Reed, who has

been aw.akened by the ministry of tlie Rev. Freeborn Garretson, in Sliel-

burn. Nova Scotia, settling in tliis village in 1790. Immediately on her

arrival she attached herself to the chiss, which consisted of about twelve,

over which one Enos Weed was placed as leader. The stated meetings
were held at the house of a Jlr. Lockwood, now owned by Mrs. Smith,

near the present Metliodist Episcopal church ; and the preachers were
entertained by Gen. Waterbury, near the harbor, whose wife and sister

were membei's.

" ' Mr. Isaac Reed, who during the Revolutionary war had become a
Christian, joined the church at tlie same time, with his wife, and invited

the congregation and ministers to hold thoir public meetings in his

house. In this place the ark of Methodism rested for nineteen yeai-s, and
this excellent family subjected themselves, during all tliis time, to the in-

convenience of accommodiiting, almost weekly, meeting's, supporting the

preachers and their horses, and also furnishing more than their quota of

traveling expenses.
"

' After frequent petitions, the town, which was at that time under the

influence of the Congregational order, granted to the "Fanatics" a place

—a mud-hole—on the commons on which to build a church. About
1813 the church was finished and dedijated, and six years after was
cleared of debt.'

* From Iluiitington's History.

47

"Such, probably, was the origin of this enterprlHlng

denomination of Christians in this village. Our town

records show that the selectmen were empowered,

Feb. 17, 1814, 'to give a lease for ninety-nine years

to the trustees of the Methodist Society of a spot of

ground near the dwellirig-houHC of Fred, floyt, on the

west side of the old burying-ground, for tlie purpose

of erecting a meeting-house.' This must have been

the 'mud-hole' referred to in the preceding statement.

It was a little to the east of the present site of the

Methodist church on the park, and the frame of that

first church still stands on River Street, tlie second

house from the corner of Park Place.

" The only names on the record of this church for

thirty years are the following : Martha Reed, Elsy

Scofield, Lanney Garnsey, .lonathan Brown, Ezra

Garnsey, John Thompson, William ^\'aterl)ury, Lois

Waterbury, Hannah Brown, Ricliard Sc;ofield, Heph-
zibah Scofield, Joseph Selleck, Phebe Selleck, Solo-

mon Smith, Polly Smith, Isaac Wardwell, Jane

Weeks, Mary Trowbridge, Joanna Augusta Devinne,

Nancy H. Lockwood, James H. Trowbridge, Pliebe

Adams, Nancy Knapp, and Margaret Valentine.

"The second Methodist church built in the village

was finished and dedicated Oct. 12, 1843. It stood

northwest of the first house, where it was used by the

society until 1859.

" The i^resent Methodist chifrch was dedicated Feb.

*16, 1859.

"The following is a list of the ministers of this de-

nomination, so far as we have been able to secure

them: 1788, S. Q. Talbot and P. Moriarty; 1789,

Jesse Lee and Andrew Van Nostrand
;
1790, Freeborn

Garretson; 1812, Samuel Luckey; 1813, Thomas
Drummond and Bcnjaiiiin Griffin

;
1814, Phineas

Rice and Benjamin ( irifiin
; 1815, Coles Carpenter

and Tlieodosius Clark; 1816, Tlieodosius Clark and

Aaron Hunt
;
1817, John Reynolds, two years

; 1819,

John M. Smith and Samuel D. Ferguson
;
1820, Elisha

P. Jacob and John M. Smith
; 1821, John B. Matthias,

two years
; 1822, Eli Denniston, two years

; 1823,

Jarvis Z. Nichols; 1824, Nathaniel Porter and Noble

W. Thomas, two years
; 1825, Cyrus Foss

; 1826, Elijah

Woolsey, two years, and Luman Andrews; 1827,

Samuel U. Fisher, two years
;
1828, Daniel De Vinne,

two years
;
1829, Edward Oldren

;
1830, Samuel Cor-

coran and Daniel I. Wright, two years; 1831, Henrj"-

Hatfield, two years; 1832, John Lovejoy ; 1833, E.

Hibbard, Abraham S. Francis, and George Brown

;

1834, Oliver V. Aiumcrniau and Charles Stearns;

1835, Richard Seaman and Zachariah Davenport;

1836, A. S. Hii], two years, and D. B. Ostrander. Jr.;

1837, William Gothard, two years; 1838, Edward
Oldren, two years

; 1839, S. J. Stcbbins. two years

;

1840, John Tackerbnry; 1842, George Brown; 1844.

Peter C. Oakley; 1846, Aaron Rodgers; 1850. Friend

W. Smith
;
1852, Albert Nash ; 1854, Samuel Smith ;

1856, George Dunbar; 1858, Robert M. Hatfield. D.D.

;

1860, L. S. Weed. D.D.; 1862, Thomas Burjh. D.D.;
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1864, E. G. Andrews, D.D.
;
1867, William C. Steele,

Dr. J. M. Bulkley, J. S. Willis, J. M. Bulkley, George

E. Eeed.
IIIGHRIDGE.

" From the historical sketch drawn up by Mr. De
Vinne in 1830, we learn that this organization, then

called the Dantown Church, is the oldest Methodist

Church on the Stamford Circuit. We learn, also, that

the Stamford Circuit is the oldest circuit in New
England. It appears that one Henry Eames, who
had been converted under Wesley's preaching in

Ireland, came to this country and settled in the

south part of Poundridge. He soon gathered about

him a number ' of the sous in the gospel of his spirit-

ual Father, and invited them to his house.' These

became the nucleus of a church and society.

" Some time in the year 1787 the Rev. Samuel Q.

Talbot, stationed on New Rochelle Circuit, came to

these neglected parts, preached in several places, and

formed several in a class, some of whom remain to

this day (1830).

" The first house of worship built by this society

stood just across the Stamford line, in Poundridge,

where the church held their meetings until 1841,

when the present chapel was built for them on High-

ridge. The only two names now on the records of

the Dantown Church for the year 1787 are Samuel

and Ruhamah Dann. In 1797 these two are added

:

Sarah Selleck and Hannah Deforest; and in 1799

these four: John Slauson, Rhoda Slauson, Enoch

Stevens, and Ruhamah Bishop.

" The Stamford Circuit was already organized be-

fore 1790, the year in which the three circuits of New
Haven, Hartford, and Litchfield were established,

and when, according to the " Contributions to the

Ecclesiastical History of Connecticut," there were

but four Methodist ministers in New England. The
ministers of this church have been the same as those

who have officiated at Huntingridge and Poundridge.

The present pastor is Rev. A. R. Goodenow.

LONG RIDGE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

"My account of this church is also taken from the

records of the Stamford Circuit, as made out in 1830

by Mr. De Vinne :
' About the year 1809, Mrs. Phebe

Mead moved into this neighborhood, and, finding no

religious meetings, invited the Methodist ministers to

come and preach at her house. The first who accepted

the invitation and preached was Daniel Welpley, a

local preacher. Some time after him the Rev. Eben
Smith occasionally visited the place and ijreached.

"When the Rev. John Reynolds was appointed to this

circuit, he preached here some time steadily, although

it was even to a single family. About the year 1819,

when the Rev. John M. Smith traveled, the preach-

ing was moved to the school-house, in which place it

has continued ever since ; that is, until 1880."

BANGALL CHAPEL.

.

" This chapel was built before 1834."

HUNTING RIDGE.

" This chapel was built in 1850, the Rev. Walter

W. Brewer having previously labored successfully

for two years in gathering a congregation on the

Ridge. Mr. Brewer subsequently made the Ridge

his home, where he died, in 1868, much esteemed for

his piety and usefulness, and among the ministers who
have officiated since then have been Miles Olmstead,

Joseph Heuton, John A. Silleck, Harvey Husted, T.

D. Littlewood, William Crawford, William Ross,

Monson, Maguire, and Rev. A. R. Goodenow."

UNIVERSALIS! CHURCH, LONG RIDGE.*

" For the following facts, respecting this society, I

am indebted to Rev. Eber Francis, formerly of this

town

:

" During the Revolutionary war, Richard Sibley, a

Universalist, came from Long Island and settled on

Long Ridge
;
and, so far as is known, he was the first

resident who openly avowed Universalist sentiments

in the town. Solomon Glover, of Newtown, Conn.,

a few years later, came down occasionally and preached

in the school-house on the Ridge. Mr. Ferris, Mr.

Dykeman, Mr. Babbitt, and Thomas F. King were

successively employed as preachers on the circuit to

which Long Ridge belonged. This Mr. King was

father of the late lamented lecturer and preacher,

T. Starr King, of San Francisco. From the removal

of Mr. King in 1825 to 1832 there was no stated

preaching here. Rev. Shaler J. Hillyer was settled

here at this date, preaching a part of the time.

" The formal organization of the society bears date

April 27, 1833. Fourteen persons gave in their names

to constitute the society.

" Of them the late Ebenezer Dean, Esq., was chosen

moderator, and Smith R. Sibley clerk. The first

committee were Geo. Lounsbury, William Todd, and

Aaron Dean.
" In October, 1834, the present house of worship

having been completed, it was formally ' dedicated to

the worship of Almighty God,' with appropriate so-

lemnities, the Rev. Dr. Sawyer, of New York, preach-

ing on the occasion. For years this was the only

house for public worship in that part of the town.

Rev. J. C. Partridge is the present pastor."

SECOND UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY.®

"For a number of years there had been irreg-

ular preaching here by ministers of the Univer-

salist denomination, when in the spring of 1835

the Rev. F. Hitchcock accepted a call to settle

here. He was succeeded by Rev. S. J. Hillyer, who

also remained but a short time, and was succeeded by

Rev. B. B. Hallock. The society was not organized

until 1841, at which time thirteen persons subscribed

the constitution. Its committee were William H.

Potts, William E. Young, and James B. Scofield. In

1844 the society took steps towards building, having

* From Huntington's History.
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mainly depended upon the town-house for a place to

worship. They purchased the corner lot on which

their church now stands. The church was dedicated

Feb. 5, 1846, during the ministry of Mr. Hallock.

The following ministers have succeeded Mr. Hal-

lock : J. J. Twiss, J. H. Moore, two years ; C. H.

Fay, two years ; Asa Countryman, one year ; Ebcn
Francis, and J. Smith Dodge, Jr. Kev. M. Nash is

present pastor."

CATHOLIC CHURCH.
" The first Catholic services in Stamford, of which

we have any account, were held by Rev. John Smith,

in September, 1842, in the house of P. H. Drew, in

West Stamford. At that date there were but three

Catholic families in the town. Services were held there

monthly until 1846. Mr. Drew removing to the old

' Webb Place ' on South Street, services Avere there

held, first, by the Right Rev. Bishop Tyler. Here

the meetings of this denomination were continued by

several ministers until the church on Meadow street

was built in 1851. Since then the Catholic popula-

tion has increased very rapidly.

" The following priests have been stationed here :

James Brady, Edward Coney, James Reynolds,

James O'Neil, John Fagan, Michael Tierney, and
William H. Rogers, H. T. Walsh, assistant.

"In 1869 the church commenced the erection of a

church edifice, which is now in process of construc-

tion, and when completed will be one of the finest

and most substantial in the State."

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF STAMFORD.

The first records of any movement towards organ-

izing a Presbyterian Church in Stamford are found

among the records of the Congregational Church.

After the communion service of Jan. 2, 1853, in a

church-meeting, the following members of the Con-

gregational Church called for letters of dismission

from the church, to constitute a Presbyterian Church
about to be formed : Augustus R. Moen, Alexander
Milne, George Elder, James D. Hafl", Luke Baker,

Hiram Warner, James Robinson, John Holmes, Mrs.

Sophia A. Moen, Miss Cornelia A. Moen, Hannah E.

Elder, Mrs. Mary E. Haff, Mrs. Almira Baker, Mrs.

Sophia Warner, Miss Elizabeth M. Warner, Mrs.

Georgette A. Robinson, Mrs. Catharine Helmes.
Letters of dismission were voted to these members

of the church, according to the rules of the church,

Jan. 16, 1853. During the next few weeks similar

letters were given to the following members of the

Congregational Church : Wells R. Ritch, Mary Ann
Sturges, Elizabeth Sturges, Mrs. Amzi Ayres, Miss

Matilda Moen, Mrs. Sarah A. Ritch, Miss Sarah L.

Ritch. .

This church was organized Feb. 25, 1853, with

twenty-six members. It has since then added about
two hundred and fifty to its membership, and is one
of the wealthiest of our churches. Its ministers have
been J. L. Corning, installed April 19, 1853, and

resigned Oct. 15, 1856. He is now settled in Pough-

keepsie. R. R. Booth, D.D., installed March 4, 18.';7,

and resigned in FebrUTiry, 1861, to accept the j>!iHtor-

ate of the Mercer Street Presbyterian Church, in New
York ; James P. Leeds preached very acceptably

one year; Dwight R. Bartlett, installed April 14,

1862, resigned in February, 1864; Samuel P. Halsey,

installed March 8, 1865, and resigned Feb. 7, 1867;

A. S. Twombly, installed April 30, 1868 ; Van
Slyke, Rich. P. H. Vail.

The church edifice was enlarged, remodeled, and

repaired in 1877, and the seating capacity about

doubled.

Mission Chapel.—Thin chapel of the First Presby-

terian Church grew out of a movement organized in

1859 to supply a local want in the Wescott neighbor-

hood. It is situated on the " Cove" road, and was

built in 1868.

Union Chapel, at New Hope, was built in 1858, and

was dedicated Jan. 27, 1859.

Union Chapel, turn of the river, was built and dedi-

cated in 1860.

There is also an Episcopal chapel located at Spring

Dale.

MILITARY RECORD.

SIXTH REGIMENT.

Compuny D.

Tliis company was mustered in Sept. 5, 18G1, re-enlisted Dec. 24, 18G3, and

mustered out Aug. 21, 18G5.

Lorenzo Meeker, commissioned captain Aug. 2.3, ISOl; pro. to major,

July 24, 18C2, and to lieutenant-colonel Nov. 27, 18G3; res. Sept. 30,

1864.

Charles H. Nichols, commissioned first lieutenant Aug. 23, 1801, and

captain July 24, 18G2.

John Stottlar, commissioned second lieutenant Aug. 23, 18G1
;

))ro to first

lieutenant July 24, 1862, and to captain Feb. 19, 1864, and assigned

to Company G ; discli Dec. 2, 18G4.

William H. Meeker, first sergeant ; commissioned second lieutenant July

24, 1862; res. Feb. 10, 18G3.

Martin Stottlar, second sergeant; commissioned second lieutenant Feb.

10, 1863, and fii-st lieutenant Jan. 19, 18C4; res. March 17, 18G4.

Norman Provost, tliird sergeant; re-enlisted; comniissioued second lieu

tenant March 17, 1864 ; ])ro. to first lieutenant May 31, 1864. H«
brought back with him the medal which testifies to his gooil con-

duct on the battle-field.

John H. Botts, wounded in the eyes at Bermuda Hundred ; commissioned

first lie\itenant JIarch 3, 1865, and assigned to Company C.

John Vandervalt, sergeant ; served in the signal corps.

Giles Carey, sergeant; disch. for disability in ISlkJ.

George W. Finch, sergeant; wounded at Fort Darling, May 20, 1864.

Robert Wilson, corporal ; wounded at Pocotaligo; trans, to Iut. Coi'ps,

Sept. 30, 1863.

Thonuis Scriber, wounded at Fort Darling, May 15,1804.

George W. Youngs, detailed for quartermaster's deimrtnient.

William H. Innes, disch. for disability, Jan. 7, 1863.

Edward J. Ring.

Joel JI. Anilei-sou, le-enlisted ; wounded May 20, 1804; disch. by reason

of bis wounds, June 28, 1864.

James IHcGeu, re-enlisied ; wounded July 9, 1S63.

M'illiam II. Reynolds, ic-enlistcd.

Georgs Lord, musii-ian.

Charles H. Lockwood, musician ; trans, to Inv. Corps, July 1, 1863.

Frederick Bates, re-cnl. Jan. 4, 1864.

George W. Andci-son, re-enlisted.

Edward .\ rents, trans, to Inv. C<iriv<, Sept. 1, 18G:!.

Setb S. Bouton, re-enlisted; captured June 17, 1804.

John Bohau, disch. for disability. May 24, 1863; rc-enl. in Com;\any I,

10th Ucgt.
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Dennis Burns, wounded at Pocotaligo and trans, to Inv. Corps.

Joliii Clark, re-enlisted.

William II. Coyne, re-enlisted.

Albert W. Crocker, wounded at Pocotaligo and re-ealisted.

Thomas Craw, re-enlisted.

Alonzo Di.^con, re-enlisted.

John Drew, re-enlisted.

Davi 1 Finch, trans, to Inv. Corps, Sept. 1, 186:3.

Charles E. Finch, re-enlisted.

John Grady, wounded at Fort Wagner, July 18, 1863.

John F. Hassenau, re-enl. ; taken prisoner and escaped.

Roper Hounslow, re-enlisted.

George Hoyt, disch. Sept. 11, 18G4.

John L. Hoyt, disch. to re-enl. into tlie United States Army.

James H. Jermau, enl. Sept. 6, 1862, and after heing on detailed service

at Fort Trumbull, Conn., and elsewhere, joined liis regiment in May,

ISGo.

James Jones, re-enlisted.

George W. Kent, disch. for disahility, April 29, 1863.

Lewis Lower, re-enlisted.

Kobert McDonald, re-enlisted ; taken prisoner near Bermuda Hundred

and sent to Andersonville and other rebel prisons
;
paroled Dec. 13,

1864.

Michael Morgan, re-enl. ; had arm broken at Morris Island ; disch. Sept.

11, 1864.

Silas Northrup, re-enl. and was wounded in the shoulder.

Frank O'Bi ien, re-enl. ; wounded May 15, 1864.

Thomas Picker, re-enl. ; taken prisoner June 17, 1864.

James A. Potts, re-enlisted.

Edgar L. Pratt, re-enl. Jan 4, 1863 ; wounded May 15, 18C4.

Andrus Provost, wounded ; disch. May 28, 1863.

Henry Scoiield, re-enl. ; wounded May 20, 1864, and again the following

August.

Smith Scofield, wounded May 16, 1864.

Edward Searles, re-enl. ; wounded May 10, 1864.

George E. Searles, re-enl. ; taken prisoner June 17, 1804.

Irving L. Sniffin, re-eulisted.

John S. Sparks, disch. for disability, April 22, 1863.

Os^ar E. Snyder, re-enlisted.

Barney Tonar, re-enl. ; taken prisoner June 17, 1864.

Joseph A. Toepfer, re-enlisted.

Oliver W. Vernal, re-enl. ; was twice wounded.

Charles C. Waltei-s, re-enlisted.

Edward H. Walters, re-enl. and trans, to Inv. Ees. Corps, March 15, 1864

;

discli. in October, 1805.

John D. Ward, re-enlisted.

Charles H. Weed, re-enl. Jan. 4, 1864 ; wounded at Pocotaligo, and again

May 10, 1864.

John K. Youngs, disch. for dis.ahility. May 24, 1863.

James Wright, Co. B; enl. Sept. 12, 1801 ; disch. to enl. into the United

States Army.

De Forest W. Ferris, Co. E; enl. March 11, 1862; commissioned second

lieutenant Feb. 2, 1865 ; must, out August 21st, same year.

Edward M. Abbott, Co. A ; enl. March 10, 1864.

George Brown, Co. B; enl. Jan. 29, 1862.

William Brown,* Co. A ; enl. Oct. 15, 1803.

Harry Bush,* Co. D ; enl. Feb. 10, 1804.

James B. Cunningham, Co. D; enl. Dec. 31, 1803.

Carl Diener,* Co. B; enl. Oct, 20, 1803.

Charles Drewer,* Co. F; enl. Oct. 15, 1803.

Isaac Dinger, Co. D; enl. Feb. 20, 1864.

Patrick Fj.\, Co. D ; enl. Nov. 7, 1802.

Eugene Gay,* Co. H ; enl. O.-t. 15, 1803.

Stephen Ganung, Co. A ; enl, Feb. 25, 1864.

William Halpin, from Co. H, 28th Regt., Co. D; enl. Sept 5, 1864; must.

oat June 26, 1S05, at Goldsborough.

George Hanford, Co. B ; enl. Feb. 29, 1862.

Joseph Hoovey,* Co. F ; enl. Oct. 15, 1803.

John Hunter, Co. F; enl. Oct. 14, 1863.

John J. Haight, Co. D ; enl. Dec. 9, 1863.

Hanford Avery, Co. B ; enl. Feb. 25, 1864.

John Hull, Co. A ; enl. Feb. 26, 1864.

Theron B. June (?) ; Feb. 25, 1864.

Henry Jackson,* Co. C ; enl. Aug. 15, 1803.

* Substitutes or drafted.

Charles II. Kreig, Co. E ; enl. Jan. 29, 1802.

Frederick Kapf, Co. C ; enl. Oct. 12, 1863.

John Lawler, Co. B; enl. Jan. 29, 1862.

Charles M. Lockwood, Co. K ; enl. Jan. 29, 1862.

James Morann,* Co. G ; enl. Oct. 10, 1803.

James Morriss,* Co. K ; enl. Oct. 15, 1863.

Charles Newman,* Co. H ; enl. Oct. 10, 1803.

William C. Oakes, Co. B ; enl. Feb. 19, 1802 ; disch. for disability Nov. 9,

1862 ; re-enl. Jan. 19, 1864.

John W. Pender, Co. B ; enl. Feb. 24, 1862.

Geoige G. Smith, Co. B; enl. Feb. 27, 1862.

Theophilus F. Smith, Co. B ; enl. Feb. 25, 1862.

Francis L. Still, Co. B; enl. Feb. 11,1862; trans, to Signal Corps, United

States Army.
Clarence E. Searles, Co. D ; enl. Feb. 10, 1804; wounded in the arm at

Deep Run.

John Trechardt,* Co. K ; enl. Oct. 14, 1863.

Orlando Townsend, Co. D; enl. Feb. 2, 1804.

Benj. S. Timson, Co. D; enl. Feb. 20, 1864.

Nehemiah Taylor, Co. D ; enl. Feb. 23, 1804.

Samuel Waterbury, Co. D ; enl. Jan. 2, 1864.

TENTH REGIMENT.

Company G.

Mustered in Oct. 2, 1861; re-enlisted Jan 1, 1864; mustered out Aug. 25,

1865.

Benjamin L. Greaves, first sergeaut ; enl. Jan. 1 , 1862 ; com. second lieu-

tenant May 20th, first lieutenant Aug. 25th, and captain Oct. 25th, of

same year ; must, out Oct. 25, 1864.

Theodore Miller, com. second lieutenant Sept. 25, 1861 ; res. Dec. 4th, same

year. His name appears again with the 139th N. Y. State Militia.

Jolin M. Simms, must. Oct. 9, 1861, as second sergeant ; pro. to second

lieutenant Aug. 15, 1862; wounded Dec. 14, 1862; died Jan. 11, 1863.

Andrew F. Jones, re-enl. ; com. second lieutenant Jan 7, 1865 ; wounded

at Fort Gregg.

Henry M. Capper, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; wounded ; disch. Sept. 21, 1862.

Alfred C. Arnold, enl. Aug. 28, 1862; disch. June 15, 1865.

Morris Carrol, wounded May 13, 1804 ; died July 28, 1864.

Sanniel B. Hoyt, disch. for disability Oct. 31, 1801 ; died Nov. 2, 1801.

Alfred N. Husted, re-enlisted.

Thomas S. Ingersoll, re-enl. ; died Oct. 24, 1800.

Rufus S. Knapp, re-enlisted.

Smith 0. Keeler, enl. Oct. 9, 1861 ; lost an arm ; disch. Dec. 10, 1862.

George E. Lockwood, enl. Oct. 16, 1861; disch. Oct. 28, 1861.

Sidney E. Lounsbury, re-enl. Feb. 19, 1804.

James Lynott, re-enlisted.

Edmund G. Nugent, enl. Oct. 9, 1801 ; re-enl. Feb. 6, 1864.

Nicholas F. Nichols, disch. for disability, Feb. 22, 1863. Two others of his

brothers, Joseph and John, botli natives of the town, were in the

service dutiug the war, though not on the Stamford quota.

Reuben Peatt, re-enl. ; died.

Samuel S. Rambo, re-enl. Feb. 6, 1864.

Sylvanus Smith, disch. for disability Dec. 18, 1861 ; re-enl. 28th Regt.

;

died Aug. 19, 1863.

Henry Tucker, enl. Oct. 26, 1861; disch. for disability March 27, 1803;

re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; wounded Oct. 13, 1804.

Isaac L. Tucker, enl. Oct. 20, 1801; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1803.

John Whaley, wounded Aug. 14, 1864.f

James M. Cragur, Co. C; enl. Jan. 28, 1804.

Benjamin G. Blake, Co. D ; enl. Sept. 1, 1802.

John B. Newell, Co. D ; enl. Aug. 6, 1862 ; com. second lieutenant Jan. 7,

1865; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

James Barber, Co. H; enl. Dec. 26, 1863.

John Bohan, Co. I ; enl. Dec. 26, 1863 ; killed.

Joseph Corris, Co. I; enl. Jan. 5, 1864.

Wm. H. Ferris, Co. I ; enl. Dec. 28, 1863.

William L. Hays, Co. I ; enl. Jan. 25, 1803.

Aaron J. Moger, Co. I ; enl. Jan. 1. 1864.

Aaron J. Sherwood, Co. I; enl. Jan. 1, 1864.

John Sherwood, Co. I ; enl. Jan. 1, 1865.

t To the above we should add the following : Alfred Bishop, who en-

listed with the company and drilled with tliem in Hartford until an at-

tack of bleeding at the lungs disabled him. He afterwards applied to be

mustered in and was rejected, but on being drafted still later, was passed

by the surgeon. Finding himself unable to bear the exposure, he pro-

cured a substitute.
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SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

The mon on this roll wore imistored in separately in 18C2, and mus-

tered out with the regiment, July 19, 18G5.

Allen G. Brady, com. captain Aug. 1, 18fi2; pro. to major Aug. 19, 1802 ; lie

had .already done good service as lieutenant-colonel in the !id Regt.

;

wounded at Gettysburg; disch. for disability Oct. 21, 18C3; apjiointod

major in tlie Inv. Corps.

Marcus Waterbnry, com. second lieutenant July 22, 1804; pro. to first

lieutenant July 21, 1802
;
captain Co. I, Aug. 22, 180.3

;
captured ; ex-

changed.

Charles A. Hobby, com. first lieutenant Aug.], 1802; pro. to captain

Aug. 29, 1802; wounded May 2, 180:1; taken prisoner with his com-

mand May 19, 18C4, in Florida.

Edgar Iloyt, first sergeant; enl. Aug. 0, 1802; com. second lieutenant

Aiig. 29,1802; received an injiiry on the railroad lictween Wa^liing-

tou and Baltimore in the spring of 18G:j; he was compelled to re-

sign May 12, 1803.

John Harvey, enl. July 25, 1802; com. first lieutenant Sept. 19, 1803;

pro. to captain June 29, 1805.

George A. Scofield, enl. July 24, 1802 ; taken prisoner May 19, 1804, and

released in the spring of 1805.

Lewis W. Scofield, enl. July 22, 1802
;
pro. to sergeant ; taken prisoner at

Welaka, M.ay 19, 1804.

Edwin 0. H.arrison, enl. July 11, 1802; taken prisoner May 2, 1803.

Selah K. Hobby, enl. July 28, 1802
;
pro. to sergeant ; wounded at Gettys-

burg; taken prisoner in Florida, May 19, 1804.

Murray H. McCrea, enl. July 22, 1802; pro. to sergeant; captured; died

in prison Jan. 1, 1805.

Alfred V. Scofield, enl. Aug. 11, 1802
;
captured May 19, 1804.

Edwin B. Jessup, corporal; enl. July 21, 1802; died March 2, 1803.

Christopher Stottlar, corporal ; enl. July 21, 1802; taken prisoner May
19, 1804.

Edson C. Beardsley, corporal ; enl. July 21, 1802.

Martin Cash, corporal; enl. July 23,1802; taken prisoner in Florida,

May 19, 1804, and sent to Andersonville ; disch. Nov. 25, 1804.

Henry I. Lounsbury, musician ; enl. July 22, 1802 ; disch. for disability

Feb. 7, 1803.

William Dimham, musician ; enl. July 25, 1802 ; trans, to lav. Corps

Sept. 1, 1803.

John H. Cliadwick, wagoner ; enl. July 18, 1802.

Elbert Ayres, enl. July 18, 1802; taken prisoner at Chancellorsville, sent

to Richmond, and again captured in Florida.

Dennis Burns, enl. Aug. 11, 1802; disch for disability Aug. 12, 1803.

John Buttry, enl. Aug. 9, 1802 ;
captured

;
supposed to have died in An-

dersonville.

George B. Cliristison, enl. Aug. 15, 1802 ; wounded at Gettysburg.

Ebenezer S. Crabb, enl. July 22, 1802 ; trans, to Inv. Corps Feb. 15, 1804.

John Collins, enl. July 28, 1802 ; wounded at Gettysburg.

George W. Chamberlain, enl. July 18, 1802; trans, to U. S. Cav.

Michael Egan, enl. Aug. 12, 1802.

George D. Feeks, enl. Aug. 11, 1802 ; disch. for disability March 10, 1803

;

re-enl. J.an. 28, 1804; captured; died May, 1805.

Joseph Feeks, enl. Aug. 0, 1802 ; taken prisoner May 19, 1804, sent to

Andersonville, Florence, Milieu.

John Fitzpatrick, enl. Aug. 18, 1802; trans, to Vet. Res. Corps, Oct. 17,

1804; disch. July 13, 1805.

Patrick Fitzpatrick, enl. Aug. 11, 1802 ; trans, to Pioneer Corps.

William Farnold, enl. Aug. 0, 1802
;
captured ; died March 19, 1805.

Michael Fox, enl. July 22, 1802; killed July 1, 1803.

John Farrel, enl. July 19, 1802; prisoner at Chancellorsville.

William Gillespie, enl. July 13, 1802
;
captured ; died in prison.

Thomas R. Graham, enl. Aug. 9, 1802 ; killed May 2, 1803.

Samuel T. Hall, enl. Aug. 2, 1802.

John Hartman, enl. July 29, 1802; re-enlisted; wounded.

George Heiser, enl. Aug. 9, 1802 ; biken prisoner at Chancelloi-svillo ; soon

released.

Martin Heiser, enl. July 15, 1862 ; trans, to Vet. Res. Corps May 8, 1804

;

taken prisoner in Florida, Feb. 5, 1805.

Patrick Hennesy, enl. July 18, 1802 ; wounded at Chancelloi-sville.

Bli Hounslow, enl. July 20, 1802.

Joseph N. Hoyt, enl. Aug. 4, 1802.

Lorenzo L. Hoyt, enl. July 25, 1802 ; taken prisoner May 19, 1804 ; disch.

Aug. 5, 1805.

William H. Jackson, enl. July 25, 1862; trans, to Inv. Corps Nov. 15,

1803.

Jolin L. June, enl. Aug. 2, 1802; wounded at Gcttynburg; taken prinoner

in Florida, May 19, 1804.

.Tohn Kelley (2d), enl. July 28, 1802.

iJaniel Kennedy, enl. Aug. 7, lf(C2, dl»ch. for dl«al;IIIty Jan. 10, 1803,

Jacob Kreig, cnl. Aug. U, 1802.

George W. Lincoln, enl. July 29, 1802; wounded at Clianccllaraville

;

trans, to Inv. Corps July 1, 1803.

Lewis McDonald, enl. Aug. 11, 1802; disch. for dtaabillty Jan. 10, 1864.

George 11. Meeker, joined this company in the spring of 18C4; niuiif. out

with the regiment.

Charies E. Morrel, enl. Aug. 0, 1802 ; died Oct. 3, 18(3.

Hugh Mahan, enl. July 18, 1802; killed May 2, 1803.

Richard Mariin, enl. Aug. 8, 1802; disch. for diuabllity July 'M, 180:3.

Lewis I'arketon, enl. Aug. 1, 1862.

Joseph W. Potts, enl. Aug. 0, 1802.

Edward H. Quigley, taken prisoner at.Welaka, Fla., Juno 10, 180.5.

John Reijke, enl. Aug. 11, 1802; disch. for disability May 21, 1803.

Jiicob Stottlar, enl. July 18, 1802 ; trans. t.j Irjv. (.'onm Sept. 'M, 1803.

William T. Stevens, enl. July 21, 1802 ; dieil Feb. 1, 1803.

Albert Stevens, enl. July 29, 1802 ; dieil June 18, 1804.

James Theodore Scofield, enl. July 24, 1E02.

Samuel Scofield, enl. July 25, 1802
; disch. Dee. 19, 1863.

William II. Scofield, enl. Aug. 7, 1802; disch. for di.^ability Feb. 0, 1803.

Edwin L. Smith, enl. July 20, 1802; trans, to Inv. Corps July 1, 1803;

Co. A, Ninth U. S. Res.

Mortimer Searles, enl. Aug. 0, 1802; wounded at Gettysburg; taken

pi isoner in Florida, May 19, 1804.

George Steinert, enl. Aug. 7, 1802; disch. for disability March 28, 1803.

John Smalart, enl. Aug. 7, 1802.

Jacob V.mderhoff, was tiiken down with typhoid fever before the regi-

ment went to the front. He joined the regiment in St. Augustine,

Fla., in the spring of 1804.

Emanuel Vandervaldt, cnl. July 28, 1802.

Jacob W. Vincent, enl. Aug. 5, 1S62; captured; died.

Joseph Void, enl. July 22, 1802; wounded May 2, 1803 ; taken prisoner in

Florida, May 19, 1804.

John Wesley Walters, enl. Aug. 8, 1802 ; taken prisoner at Chancellors-

ville, May 2, 1803; returned to the regiment Oct. 12, 1803; disch.

Jnly 17, 1805.

George Weed, enl. Aug. 2, 1802 ;
captured May 10, 1864.

Edward Whaley, enl. Aug. 13, 1802 ; taken prisoner May 19, 1804.

John H. Wilson, enl. Aug. 0, 1802; disch. for disiibility Feb. 9, 1803.

William M'illiams, enl. July 28, 1S02.

Andrew Scofield, enl. July 30, 1802.

John D. Buttry, Co. A ; enl. Aug. 4, 1802 ; wounded July 2, 1803; taken

prisoner; p.aroled June 28, 1804; disch. Aug. 27, 1804.

Samuel C. Morrison, Co, A ; enl. Aug. 8, 1802, from Norwalk.

John \V. Stockton, Co. E; enl. March 5, 1S04.

George lloyt, Co. F ; enl. Aug. 22, 1802, from Norwalk ; taken prisoner

at Chancellorsville ; held two weeks.

Levi Di.'con, Co. II; enl. Aug. 20, 1802; had his right leg shattered at

Gettysburg, July 1, 1863 ; disch. Oct. 4, 1804.

Samuel S. Osboru,Co. II; enl. Aug. 12, 1802; disch. for disability April

30, 1803; re-enl. Co. M, Second Conn. Art.

Levi St. J. Weed, corporal, Co. H ; enl. Aug. 18, 1802.

David C. Conistock, Jr., Co. H ; enl. Aug. 12, 1802; was disch. for disa-

bility to enlist as hospital steward.

Alfred Z. Brodhurst, Co. II ; enl. July 29, 1802.

George W. Weed, Co. II ; enl. Aug. 22,1862, from the 71st N. Y. Infantry.

Warren Kirk, Co K ; enl. Aug. 15,1802; trans, to Vet. Res. Corps, March

15, 1864.

TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT.

Field niid SUxJt'.

Samuel Petei-s Ferris, colonel ; com. Oct. 18, 1802; disch. Aug. 28, 186.'?.

Charles II. Brown, adjutant ; com. Oct., IS, 1S62
;
pro. to capt. Co. A, Feb.

20, 1803.

Frederick R. Warner, com. ail.iutant Feb. 20, 1S63; disch. Aug. 2S, 1863;

enl. in the Hawkins" Zou.aves.

William A. Bailey, sergeant-major; com. Oct. 18,1802; disoh. Aug. 28,

1863.

Nelson B. Bennett, commissary-sergeant; com. Sept. 10, 186-2; disch.

Aug. 28, 1803.

Henry Rockwell, M.D., second assistant surgeon; com. Nov. 26, 1SC2 ;

disch. .Vug. 28, 1803, and apiX'intod sui-geini in the I". S. .\nu;-.



734 HISTORY OP FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

Company A.

Francis R. Leeds, cnl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; com. captain Sept. 1, 1862 ; died

Feb. 17, 1803.

Charles H. Brown, enL Aug. 12, 1862 ; com. first lieutenant Sept. 1, 1862

;

appointed adjutant Oct. 18, 1862 ; pro. to captain Feb. 20, 1863.

Philip Lever, enl. Aug. 12, 1862; com. second lieutenant Sept. 1, 1802;

first lieutenant Oct. 24, 1862.

Frederick K. Warner, enl. Aug. 25. 1802 ; com. second lieutenant Oct. 24,

and adjutant, Feb. 10, 1863. He had already seen service in the

9th New York, and been wounded at Harper's Ferrj', July 4, 1861.

After his discharge with the regiment he re-enlisted into the 64th

N. Y.

Eugene B. Daskam, enl. Aug. 10, 1862 ; com. second lieutenant Feb. 20,

1863.

Ashbel W. Scofield, enl. Aug. 25, 1802 ; left in hospital at Cleveland, Aug.

18, 1803.

Stiles Raymond, enl. Aug. 14, 1802.

Stephen S. Smith, enl. Aug. 29, 1802.

George A. Mead, sergeant ; enl. Aug. 20, 1802; died Sept. G, 1863.

Seymour J. Bodey, enl. Aug. 13, 1862; appointed quartermaster's ser-

geant.

Robert Buntin, enl. Aug. 12, 186-'.

Alexander Weed, enl. Aug. 12, 1862.

Alonzo S. Morgan, enl. Aug. 14, 1862; left sick at Cleveland, Aug. 18,

1803.

William 0. Webb, corporal ; enl. Aug. 12, 1862.

Gabriel W. Piatt, corporal ; enl. Aug. 20, 1862.

James Vail, enl. Aug. 30, 1862.

Wells K. Whitney, enl. Aug. 12, and appointed ordnance sergeant.

Jacob Waters, enl. Aug. 18, 1862.

Henry J. Howell, enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

Philip B. Keeler, enl. Aug. 18, 1862.

Charles J. Brown, enl. Aug. 19, 1862; left in Cleveland sick, Aug, 1,1863.

Seely Brown, enl. Aug. 27, 1862.

Isaac Barrett, enl. Aug. 19, 1862 ; wounded June 14, 1802.

Aaron Billings, enl. Aug. 21, 1862 ; left sick in Memphis, Aug. 13, 1862.

Isaac Billings, enl. Aug. 25, 1862.

Adam F. Billings, enl. Aug. 25, 1862.

John E. Bouten, enl. Aug. 25, 1802; died Sept. 29, 1863.

Theodore W. Bouton, enl. Aug. 27, 1802.

Wm. C. Bouton, enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; disch. Dec. 0, 1863.

Wm. H. Bouton, enl. Aug. 28, 1802.

Spencer Bouton, enl. Aug. 30, 1802 ; died June 7, 1863.

James N. Buxton, enl. Aug. 28, 1862.

James B. Cunningham, enl. Aug. 22, 1862 ;
discharged, and re-enlisted in

6th Conn.

George Crabb, enl. Aug. 25, 1862.

George B. Crabb, enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

George W. Clock, enl. Aug. 27, 1862 ; died July 2, 1863.

Smith Dann, enl. Aug. 23, 1862.

Stephen S. Dixon, enl. Aug. 25, 1862.

James N. Ferris, enl. Aug. 18, 1862; disch. Dec. 3, 1863.

Edward A. Ferris, enl. Oct. 30, 1862.

Albert E. Farrington, enl. Aug. 26, 1802.

Joel M. Gilbert, enl. Aug. 25, 1862.

Alexander J. Holly, enl. Aug. 13, 1862.

John E. Hoyt, enl. Aug. 13, 1802.

Noah W. Hoyt, enl. Aug. 23, 1862.

Frederick Hayward, enl. Aug. 20, 1862 ; wounded at Port Hudson June

14, 1803.

Harrison Hioks, enl. Aug. 27, 1802.

John D. Jessup, enl. Aug. 28, 1802.

Henry F. Jimrnerson, enl. Sept. 1, 1802.

Theodore Knapp, enl. Aug. 25, 1802; left in the hospital, Memphis, Aug.

13, 1803.

Charles W. Litchfield, enl. Aug. 20, 1862.

John Lower, enl. Sept. 1, 1862; left sick at Cleveland, Aug. 18, 1863.

Henry Lower, enl. Aug. 23, 1862; disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Andrew J. Lockwood, enl. Aug. 27, 1862 ; died Sept. 19, 1863.

Sherman D. Lockwood, enl. Aug. 26, 1862 ; died Sept. 9, 1863.

Thomas W. Mollett, enl. Aug. 13, 1862 ; died July 15, 1803.

Hanford Mead, enl. Aug. 25, 1802.

Lewis Provost, enl. Aug. 26, 1862 ; sick in hospital at Brashear City when
the company left.

Alonzo L. Parker, enl. .\ug. 30, 1802.

Theodore H. Peck, enl. Aug. 30, 1862; died Nov. 4, 1863.

Cyrus J. Raymond, enl. A<ig. 15, 1862.

Jerome Rafferty, enl. Aug. 15,1862.

Charles A. Rosborough, enl. Aug. 20, 1862 ; wounded ; died July 11, 1863.

Stephen Smith, enl. Aug. 12, 1802.

George B. Searles, enl. Aug. 20, 1802 ; died Aug. 19, 1803.

George E. Scofield, enl. Aug. 14, 1862.

Sylvester L. Schofield, enl. Aug. 25, 1862.

Smith Scofield, enl. Aug. 20, 1802.

Loomis Scofield, enl. Aug. 26, 1862.

Gilbert Scofield, enl. Aug. 20, 1862 ; died Aug. 25, 1863.

John V. Swertcope, enl. Aug. 18. 1862.

Henry A. Sherwood, enl. Aug. 23, 1862.

Nathan Sherwood, enl. Aug. 27, 1802 ; died July 30, 1863.

Arba S. Selleck, enl. Aug. 25, 1802.

William H. Totten, enl. Aug. 25, 1862; died March 28, 1863.

William S. Taylor, enl. Aug. 27, 1862 ; in hospital at Brashear City when
the company left.

George W. Todd, enl. Aug. 30, 1862.

Henry M. Whitney, enl. Aug. 18, 1862 ; left sick at Cleveland, Aug. 18.

1863.

Edmund M. Williams, enl. Aug. 13, 1862.

Jason Warden, enl. Aug. 18, 1802 : killed June 14, 1863.

Andrew C. Waterbury, enl. Aug. 26, 1862 ; died Aug. 2, 1863.

Stephen R. Waterbury, enl. Aug. 26, 1862; died Aug. 4, 1863.

Ammi L. Wessels, enl. Aug. 27, 1862.

Company H.

Cyrus D. Jones, enl. Aug. 29, 1861, and com. captain Sept. 30, 1863.

Charles Durand, enl. Sept. 3, 1862 ; com. first lieutenant Sept. 13, 1862

;

killed June 14, 1864.

Henry L. Wilmot, enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; com. second lieutenant Sept. 13,

1802.

Abel Tanner, first sergeant ; enl. Sept. 8, 1862.

Benjamiu W. Card, sergeant; enl. Sept. 10, 1862; com. second lieu-

tenant July 23, 1863.

Andrew Boyd, sergeant ; enl. Sept. 8, 1862; died Oct. 5,1863.

George A. Waterbury, sergeant; enl. Aug. 30, 1862; taken prisoner

July 14, 1863, at Port Hudson, and released.

Charles H. Conley, sergeant ; enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

Lewis Jones, corporal ; enl. Sept. 9, 1862.

Charles Weed, corporal ; enl. Sept. 10, 1802.

Edmund P. Bailey, corporal ; enl. Sept. 30, 1862.

William H. King, corporal ; enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

James H. Nichols, corporal ; enl. Sept. 2, 1862.

David C. Scofield, enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

Eben P. Lawrence, corporal; enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

George A. Eldridge, musician ; enl. Aug. 30, 1862.

Samuel M. Bouton, musician; enl. Aug. 30,1862.

Charles L. Weed, wagoner; enl. Sept. 8, 1862.

Elah Ballard, enl. Aug. 30, 1862.

William H. Banks, enl. Sept. 3, 1862.

Nathaniel Barmore, Jr., enl. Sept. 9, 1862 ; died.

Charles Bell, enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

Nelson Bennett, corporal ; enl. Sept. 13, 1862, and soon commissary ser-

geant, returning to his company Jan. 13, 1803.

George R. Bunten, enl. Sept. 11, 1862; sick in Utica when the regiment

was mustered out.

John Butcher, enl. Sept. 13, 1862.

Charles W. Caldwell, enl. Sept. 8, 1862.

Samuel Caldwell, enl. Sept. 13, 1802 ; died Aug. 15, 1863.

Edward T. Clark, enl. Sept. 4, 1862 ; died Aug. 17, 1805.

William H. Crabb, enl. Sept. 6, 1802 ; in hospital at Memphis, Aug. 13,

1862.

Andrew Crissy, enl. Oct. 3, 1802; in hospital at Brashear City, May 23,

1802.

Origen S. Ensley, left sick at New Haven, Nov. 8, 1862.

Aaron P. Ferris, enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; disch. for disability July 27, 1863, at

Port Hudson, La.

Benjamin P. Ferris, enl. Sept. 3, 1863.

Isaac Ferris, enl. Sept. 2, 1862.

Joel G. Foster, enl. Aug. 30, 1802 ;
appointed corporal Oct. 18, 1862.

Peter Fryermuth, enl. Sept. 11, 1862; disch. for disability Jan. 19, 1863.

John Gagan, enl. Sept. 15, 1862.

Isaac F. Hoyt, enl. Sept. 2, 1802.

Seth H. Hoyt, enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; wounded June 14, 1863 ; died.

Andrew Hoyt, enl. Sept. 10, 1862; died in 1863.

Lyman Hoyt, enl. Sept. 10, 1802.
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Iliram S. Holly, ciil. Sept. C, 18CZ.

William L. Hall, cnl. Sept. 10, 1802.

George W. Hartsoii, onl. Sept. 4, 1802; ilicd from wounds, 1803.

Nahor Jones, enl. Sept. 10, 1802.

Alva Jones, enl. Sept. 11, 1802 ; woundtd at Port Hudson.

Henry R. Jackson, enl. Sept. 10, 1802.

William H. June, enl. Sept. 11, 1802; was in the assault on Port Hudson,

Juno 14, 1803.

George W. June, enl. Sept. 11, 1802 , was in the assault on Port Hudson,

June 14, 1803.

Charles Jennings, enl. Sept. 11, 1862; died in 1803.

Charles W. Knapp, Jr., enl. Sept. 10, 1802.

Frederick Lowe, enl. Sept. 4, 1802.

Samuel Lockwood, (2d), enl. Sept. 1862.

Samuel K. Lockwood, enl. Sept. 10, 1802.

William H. Lockwood, enl. Sept. 24, 1802.

Thomas Lowney, enl. Sept. 11, 1802.

Charles W. Miller, enl. Sept. 2, 1802; died Sept. 13, 1803.

Thomas Nodync.enl. Sept. 6, 1862.

Elias E. Palmer, enl. Sept. 13, 1862 ; wounded at Port Hudson, June 14,

1863.

Henry H. Koscoe, enl. Sept. 9, 1802.

Daniel Randall, enl. Sept. 11, 1802.

Charles J. Ruscher, enl. Nov. 18, 1802; wounded July 0, 1863, before

Port Hudson.

Sylvanus Smith, enl. Sept. 3, 1863; died Aug. 14, 1863.

Charles L. Smith, enl. Sept. 10, 1802 ; wounded at Port Hudson, June 14,

1863.

Selleck S.Scofield, enl. Sept. 6, 1862.

George E. Scofield, enl. Sept. 10, 1862, and appointed commissary-sergeant.

Lewis B. Scofleld, enl. Sept. 10, 1802 ; died June 13, 1863.

William Scofield, enl. Sept. 11, 1862.

James E. Scofield, enl. Sept. 11, 1862 ; in hospital at Brashear City, May
23, 1863.

Noah Franklin Scofield, enl. Sept. 13, 1862.

William W. Saunders, enl. Sept. 10, 1861.

George E. Saunders, enl. Sept. 11, 1862.

John Slater, enl. Sept. 13, 1862.

Thomas Stauley, enl. Sept. 23, 1802.

William H. Stevens, enl. Oct. 3, 1802.

Sanuiel A. Wood, enl. Sept. 3, 1862; wounded June 14, 1863, at Port

Hudson.

Charles W. Waterbnry, enl. Sept. 3, 1862.

Philip Waterbury, enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

Joseph Wilmot, enl. Sept. 8, 1802.

James T. Wilmot, enl. Sept. 10, 1802.

William H. Walton, onl. Sept. 10, 1802; died June 16, 1863.

William H. Waring, enl. Sept. 23, 1862.

Company C.

Thaddeus L. Bailey, enl. May 12, 1802 ; died Sept. 10, 1803.

Joseph Paight, sergeant; enl. Sept. 9, 1802.

Francis H. Jones, enl. Aug. 27, 1802 ; re-enlisted July 23, 1863.

Clement E. Miller, enl. Aug. 25, 1862.

Nathaniel H. Nichols, enl. Oct, 7, 1802.

Miles J. Stephens, enl. Aug. 23, 1802.

Addison P. Scofield, enl. Aug. 20, 1802.

John Waters, enl. Aug. 25, 1802 ; died Aug. 1, 1863.

George W. Wilmot, enl. Aug. 9, 1802; killed June 17, 1863.

Compatiy G.

George H. Meeker, corporal ; enl. Sept. 8, 1862 ; re-enlisted in 17th Conn.

Company II.

Richard Armstrong, enl. Aug. 19, 1862; re-enlisted, and has never been

heard from.

Phineas Brown, enl. Aug. 22, 1802.

Theodore Delcroi.\, onl. Aug. 13, 1802.

Cornelius Dever, enl. Aug. 20, 1802.

Weight II. Feeks, enl. Aug. 20, 1802, and was later in a New York regi-

ment.

William Halpin, enl. Aug. 13, 1802; i-e-enlisted in Otii Conn.

Thomas Lawler, enl. Aug. 25. 1862; storming party, June 14; wounded
in shoulder.

Hibbard Mead, enl. Aug. 28, 1862 ; died Aug. 13, 1863.

Thomas O'Brien, Jr., enl. Aug. 18, 1862.

Joseph A. Sutton, enl. Aug. 18, 1862; reported dead.

FIRST REGIMENT.

William Keller, llille (>. B; enl. April 22, 1861 ; dl»ch. for dUaWllty

April 2'1, 1801.

Allen Webb, Co. H
;
enl. April 23, 1861 ; dincli. July 31, 1861, and re-enl.

into the 2ii Conn. Light Battery.

SECOND REGIMENT.

John Lilley, Co. B ; enl. May 7, 1801, from Norwich ; diiich. a« fir«t »«r-

geant Aug. 7, 1X01, and re-onl. UiUi the 17tli (>jnn.

FOURTH REGIMENT.

John A. Ilolton, M.I)., Co. I; afterwards Ist Art.; cnl. June 12, 1801;

disch. March 29, 1862.

FIFTH REGIMENT.

William H. Card, Co. A; enl. July 22, 1801 ; disch. for disability, Jan,

29, 1882.

Thomas M. Welsh, Co. A ; enl. July 22, 1861.

Michael Collins, Co. K; enl. April 0, 18';4.

SEVENTH REGIMENT.

Grosvcnor Starr, adjutant ; com. Sept. 17, 1801 : died March 5, 1802.

George Adams, Co. A ; enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-cni. Dec. 22, 1803.

John H. Vernal, Co. I ; enl. Sept. 13, 1861.

Lewis A. Cook, Co. E; enl. Sept. 7, 1801; re-enlisted.

EIGHTH REGIMENT.

James Conlan, enl. Oct. 6, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1803.

Timothy Cahill, enl. Sept. 23, 1801.

NINTH REGIMENT.

James Collins, enl. Feb. 17, 1863, to June 30, 1804.

.Tohn Connelly, enl. April 25, 1864, to June 30, 1804.

Thomas Irving, enl. April 30, 1804, to June 30, 18M.

ELEVENTH REGIMENT.

Henry Beresford, enl. April 11, 1804, to Juno 30, 1801.

William Chaney, enl. April 19, 1864, to June 30, 1864.

James Farrol, eul. April 23, 1804, to June 30, 1804.

AVilliam Johnson, enl. Feb. 27, 1864, to June 30, 1864.

Frank McQueon, Co. D ; enl. May 3, 1864.

Pierre Poinsett, Co. C ; enl. May 10, 1864.

Peter Simpson, Co. G; enl. April 23, 1864.

TWELFTH REGIMENT.

Ebenezer Norman, Co. E ; enl. Nov. 19, 1801 ; disch. for disability July

17, 1803.

Corvus Northrop, Co. E ; enl. Dec. 28, ISOl.

Nathan Palmer, Co. E ; enl. Dec. 3, 1801 ; disch. for disability Feb. 27,

1802.

Charles Councel, Co. G; eul. Dec. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1864.

John McCabe, Co. F ; enl. April 23, 1864.

THIRTEENTH REGIMENT.

John J. Haight, Co. B ; enl. Dec. 22, 1861 ;
di.sch, for disability J\inc 30.

1802, and re-enl. into the 0th Conn. Vol.

George H. Pratt, enl. Jan. 11, 1862; re-eul. and com. second lieutenant

May 1, 1864, and pro. to first lieutenant Dec. 30, 1804. His name is

on the roll of honor for meritorious service, Juno 14, 1802, at Port

Hudson.

George W. Taylor, enl. Dec. 31, 1861.

Abraham E. Ackley, enl. Jan. 0, 1802; died Aug. 9, 1803.

Aaron S. -Vvery, enl. Jan. 11, 1802; disch. Jan. 14, 1863.

Martin Bell, enl. Dec. 22, 1801 ; rc-eul. Feb. 8, 1804.

Clark Dixon, enl. Jan. 11, 1802; re-eul. Feb. 8, 1804.

William I. Ferris, enl. Feb. 10, 1802 ; died May 9, 1SG3.

Thomas S. Harris, cnl. Feb. 27, 1862 ; disch. for disability June 30, 1802.

Banister H. Jones, enl. March 5, 1802; disch. for disability >Iay 21, 1862.

James R. Kuapp, enl. Feb. 10, 1802; disch. for disability March 5, IS62.

Edward C. Lockwoo.'!, eul. Doc. 22, 1801.

George H. Searlos, eul. Jan. 18, 1S62; disch. for disability June 30, 1S62.

Henry C. Soarles, enl. Feb. IS, 1S02; disch. for disability July 5,1862,

and re-enl. into a New York cavalry regiment.

Tolin Enuis Searlos, enl. Jan. 0, 1S62; was taken prisoner at Winchester.

George B. Selleck, enl. Dec. 22, ISOl : diwl Sept. 29, 1802.

Benjamin 0. Searles, cnl. Fob. 20, 1802 ; killed April 14, 1803.

John J. Taylor, eul. Dec. 22, ISOl ; died Feb. 17, 1S04.

John W. Thorne, enl. Fob. 20, 1SC2; died Sept. 0, 18Ga.



136 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

Joseph Thonie, enl. Feb. 10, 18G2: re-eiil. Feb. 29, 1804; taken prisouer

Sept. 19, 18C4.

John P. Weed, enl. Dec. 31, 18G1 ; wouudod at Tort Hudson, June 14,

1863.

Benjamin Jones, Co. H; eul. Jan. 11, 18G2.

Edward A. LocUwood, Co. H ; enl. Jan. 11,1862; disch. for disability,

Sept. 22, 1862.

EIGHTEENTH EEGIMENT.

John Lilley, from Co. B, 2d Conn., "was com. second lieutenant of Co. I,

Oct. 19, 1803, in the 18th Conn.
;
pro. to fii-st lieutenant, June 5, 1864,

and captain, Oct. 17, 1864 ; must, out June 27, 1865.

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT.

William H. Trowbridge, M.D., com. surgeon, Sept. 25, 1862, in the Banks'

expedition, and taken prisoner near Brashear City ; he was compli-

mented with gift of sword, sash, and belt from the citizens of the

town ; on hia return from the South was detailed surgeon of Board

of Enrollment at Bridgeport, Conn., from which service he was dis-

charged Aug. 31, 1863.

George Benedict, assistant surgeon; com. Jan. 22, 1863 ; disch. Aug. 31,

18C?.

Henry H. Anderson, Co. I ; enl. Oct. 27, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863; re-

enl. in the Navy.

TWENTY-FIFTH EEGIMENT.

Joseph L. Pember, Co. K ; enl. Aug. 21, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 26, 1863.

TWENTY-SEVENTH EEGIMENT.

Elisha T. Payne, Co. C; eul. Sept. 9, 1862; disch. July 27, 1863.

TWENTY-NINTH EEGIMENT.

Joseph Fermin, Co. A; enl. Nov. 28, 1863.

Wilson Esse.\, Co. B; eul. Nov. 24, 1863.

Stephen Gray, Co. B ; enl. Nov. 28, 18C3.

Eobert Mitchel, Co. B ; enl. Jan. 4, 1864.

Eichard Myers, Co. B ; enl. Nov. 24, 1863.

George Vandivere, Co. B ; enl. Nov. 24, 1863.

William Nellis, Co. B; enl. Dec. 4, 1863; wounded at Kell House, Va.,

Oct. 27, 1864.

Thomas L. Brown, Co. G ; enl. Dec. 28, 1863.

Joseph Holmes, Co. B.

Allen Bauks, Co. G ; eul. Jan. 5, 1864 ; was sliot in leg at Fair Oaks.

John Brown, Co. G ; enl. Dec. 28, 1863 ; killed Oct. 27, 1864.

David Snively, Co. G ; enl. Dec. 28, 1863.

George E. Brown, sergeant, Co. H ; enl. Dec. 31, 1863.

Joseph Ellis, Co. H ; enl. Dec. 30, 1863.

William H. Brown, Co. H ; enl. Dec. 9, 1863 ; disch. Oct. 24, 1865.

Charles E. Treadwell, Co. H; enl. Dec. 31, 1863.

Randolph AVilliams, Co. H ; enl. Dec. 28, 1863.

Eobert Wilson, Co. H ; enl. Dec. 30, 1863.

Simon Greene, corporal, Co. I ; enl. Jan. 4, 1864 ; disch. for disability,

June 27, 1864.

John H. Cline, Co. I ; cnl. Jan. 1, 1864.

Abram Lattan, Co. I ; enl. Jan. 6, 1864.

Josiah Walton, Co. I ; enl. Jan. 4, 1864.

William H. Hawkins, Co. K ; enl. Jan. 4, 1864.

William Banks, enl. April 20, 1864.

David Johnson, Co. H ; enl. June 2, 1864.

Henry Starr, enl. Dec. 9, 1863.

THIETY-FIEST EEGIMENT.

Charles E. Asia, first sergeant, Co. B ; enl. Oct. 7, 1863.

Joseph Hood, first sergeant, Co. D ; enl. Feb. 16, 1864.

John H. Smith, corporal, Co. D ; eul. Feb. 20, 1864.

James W. Y'ates, Co. D ; enl. Feb. 16, 1864 ; must, out at hospital David's

Island.

FIRST HEAVY ARTILLERY.

Jeremiah O'Riley, Co. C ; enl. May 23, 1861 ; disch. May 22, 1864.

James W. Webb, Co. A ; enl. April 10, 1862 ; died Aug. 8, 1862.

Michael Burke, Co. E ; enl. May 2 i, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 10, 1863.

Joseph D. Piukham, Co. C ; enl. May 23, 1861 ; re-enl. Nov. 16, 1863.

Patrick Baker, Co. K ; enl. May 23, 1861 ; he was afterwards in the Navy.

James Lind, Co. K ; enl. May 23, 1861.

John Mulholland, Co. K ; enl. May 23, 1861 ; disch. May 22, 1864.

Francis B. Avery, Co. H ; enl. Nov. 30, 1863 ; died March 12, 1864.

Theodore Bedient, Co. H ; eul. Nov. 30, 1863.

Squire S. Birdsell, Co. H ; enl. Nov. 28, 1863.

George W. Finch, Co. H ; enl. Nov. 30, 1863.

William Fagan, Co. H ; enl. Nov. 30, 1863.

William H. Monroe, Co. H ; enl. Dec. 8, 1863 ; died May IG, 1804.

George H. Pott, Co. H ; enl. Nov. 28, 1S63.

Benjamin Selleck, Co. G ; enl. Dec. 7, 1863.

Eli Starr, Co. I ; enl. Jan. 4, 1864.

SECOND, HEAVY AETILLEEY.

William II. Brewer, Co. A ; enl. Jan. 2, 1864.

Ezra C. Bouton, Co. C ; enl. Jan. 5, 1864 ; killed June 3, 1864.

Edgar W. Conklin, Co. D ; enl. Dec. 30, 1863.

John L. Conklin, Co. D ; enl. Dec. 30, 1863.

Joseph H. Canfield, Co. C ; enl. Jan. 5, 1864.

James Henry, Co. D ; enl. Jan. 1, 1804.

Jacob June, Co. A ; enl. Jan. 14, 1864.

Banks Lounsbury, Co. I ; enl. Jan. 28, 1864; died Feb. 23, 1804.

Alexander McCormick, Co. F; enl. .Tan. 18, 1864.

John O'Brien, Co. B ; enl. Jan. 1, 1864.

Samuel S. Osboru, Co. M ; enl. Feb. 11, 1864.

Patrick Rairden, enl. Feb. 5, 1864; disch. for disability, May 23, 1864.

Chauncey Stevens, Co. K ; enl. Jan. 5, 1864.

George Taylor, Co. C ; enl. Dec. 30, 1863.

Jeremiah Conner, enl. Jan. 5, 1861.

SECOND LIGHT BATTERY.

Allen Webb, eul. Aug. 6, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 9, 1865.

Thomas Carrol, enl. Feb. 18, 1864, to June 30, 1864.

Michael Donnelly, enl. Feb. 18, 1864, to June 30, 1864.

Patrick Kelley, enl. Feb. 18, 1864, to June 30, 1864.

Alonzo Peck, enl. Jan. 5, 1864.

William Taylor, enl. Feb. 16, 1864, to June 30, 1864.

James W. Welch, enl. Feb. 18, 1864, to June 30, 18G4.

FIRST CAVALEY.

James E. Straut, sergeant, Co. D ; enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; re-enl. second lieu-

tenant, Jan. 2, 1864; pro. first lieutenant, Feb. 26, 1864, and captain,

Nov. 17, 1864; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Michael Carrigan, Co. G ; enl. April 8, 1804.

Daniel Conner.

Warden Hendricks, Co. H ; enl. Dec. 8, 18C3.

John A. McCIellan, Co. M ; enl. Dec. 30, 1803.

James E. Bishop, Co. D ; enl. Jan. 11, 1804.

William H. Bishop, Co. E ; enl. Jan. 11, 1864; disch. Aug. 20, 1865.

NEW TOEK EEGIMENTS.

Henry V. Smith, 1st Cavalry, and re-enl. into 12th Cavalry, serving

about two years.

James E. Bishop, 1st Mounted Rifles, and re-enl. into 1st Conn. Cavalry.

Anthony Miller, 2d State Militia.

Richard More, 2d State Militia.

Henry Packet, 2d State Militia.

Peter O'Neil, 4th Heavy Aitillery.

Charles W. Knapp, first sergeant, Co. B, 5th, Duryea's Zouaves ; was

taken piisoner June 29, 1862
;
paroled July 25, 1863.

Matthew M. Walsh, Co. B, Duryea's Zouaves ; was taken prisoner Aug.

31, 1862.

Albert Seaman, in Duryea's Zouaves.

Charles W. Smith, served about three years in Duryea's Zouaves.

James L. Taylor, Duryea's Zouaves
;
mortally wounded ; died June 11,

1861.

Watson B. Nichols, Duryea's Zouaves; enl. April 19,1861; must, out

May IS, 1863 ; re-enl. Nov. 14, 1863, into Co. G, 1st Michigan Heavy

Artillery: appointed hospital steward, Feb. 14, 1864, at Jackson,

Miss. ; trans. Aug. 31, 1864, as second lieutenant to 86th United

States Infantry, and pro. to captain Oct. 12, 1865: appointed provost-

marshal and judge-advocate for Southern District of Alabama; re-

signed and was must, out Api il 30, 1866.

Thomas Skelding, enl. April 20, 1861, iu Co. B, Duryea's Zouaves; com.

captain Co. B, 10th New Y'ork, McChesney's Zouaves; res. in Feb.,

1862.

Michael O'Neil, Co. K, 5th Cavalry, Ira Harris Guard ; re-enl. ; wounded.

David H. Scofield, Co. K, Ira Harris Guard.

George W. Toms, Co. K, Ira Harris Guard ; enl. Oct. 5, 1861 ;
pro. to com-

missary sergeant, 1864; returned home as first sergeant, July, 1865.

Theodore Nichols, 6th Cav. ; enl. 1861 ; re-enlisted ; killed.

William H. Eomer, 6th H. Art.

James W. Daskam, 7th National Guard.













STAMFORD. 737

Henry H. Holly, Co. D, 7th National Giiaril.

William W. Sniitli, National Gnaid.

James R. Warren, National Guaril.

Joseph C. WarroM, National Guard.

William I'dwoII, 8th N. Y. S. M.

George A. Youngs, Co. K, 8th N. Y. H. Art.

Horace Gardiner, 9th Regt., Hawltins' Zouaves; enl. 1801; com. second

lieutenant, 127th (Monitor) Regt.; pro. to first lieutenant, serving

aljout tliree years.

Lewis Gardiner, Hawkins' Zouaves; enl. 1801; com. second lieutenant

127tli (Monitor) llcgt.

John Parker, Co. R, Hawkins' Zouaves; served two years.

William Parker, Hawkins' Zouaves.

John Hoyt, Hawkins' Zouaves; served two years.

Edgar Toms, Co. H, Hawkins' Zouaves; enl. 1801 ; served two years.

George Toms, Co. B, Hawkins' Zouaves ; enl. 18C1 ; wounded at Antio-

tam, Sept. 17, 1862.

Edward KroUpheiffer, Hawkins' Zouaves.

Frederick Warner, Hawkins' Zouaves; enl. G4th N. Y. ; com. second

lieutenant, lOth Army Corjjs d'Afriijuo.

Allen Chamberlain, Co. 1, 12th Cav. ; enl. 1802 ; re-enl. in Navy.

Rev. P. S. Evans, chaplain, 13th II. Art.

William J. Wilson, 17th Inf.

Charles E. Petts, 22d Inf.

Hiram Totten, Jr., 22d Inf.

James E. Ronton, 22d Inf.

William F. Halleck, 22d Inf.

Charles Scofield, 22d Inf.

Charles Weston, 22d Inf.

William Nolan, 25tli Inf. ; enl. 1801 ; wounded.

AVilliam McDonald, 2.'jth Inf. ; enl. 1801.

Oscar Lasher, 37th Inf.

George Lockwood, 38th Inf.

Frederick Shower, 39tli Inf , Garibaldi Guards.

Samuel JI. Phyfe, Co. C, 47th Inf., near Annapolis, Md.

John Sullivan, 47th Inf.

Bradford Raymond, Co. K, 48th Inf.; enl. in the 5th Army Corps.

George Fish, 49th Inf. ; was color-bearer in the Army of the Potomac.

Alva Ingersol, 49th Inf. ; wounded.

Charles H. Palmer, 49th Inf. ; trans, with a captain's commission to the

Gth N. Y. Art. ; wounded.

John E. Weed, 49th Inf. ; re-enlisted.

Joseph Gibson, Co. K, 59th Inf. ; trans, to 54th Inf., then to S4th Ohio

Inf.

Edwin R. Dailey, Co. G, 07th Inf. ; killed May 0, 1804.

Michael Hannagan, C9th Inf.

John W. Miller, Co. B, 71st Inf.

Edward A. Quintard, com. caiitain Co. B, N. Y. National Guard Eng.

Corps.

George W. Weed, 71st Inf.; re-enl. in 17th Conn. Regt.

William E. White, 90th Inf.: died Feb. 4, 1805.

John H. McDonald, 82d N. Y.; pro. to first lieutenant ; killed July 3,

1803.

Rev. Eben Francis, chaplain, 127th (Monitor) Regt.

Edward Oldriu, 127th (Monitor) Regt.; disch. for disability.

Theodore Miller, 10th Regt.; re-enl. in Co. A, 139th N. Y. Vol.; com.

lieutenant, Sept. 9, 1802; pro. to captain, March 9, 1803, and major,

Oct. 14, 1864
;
appointed colonel in the Corps d'Afrique, April 12, 1805,

but did not muster.

Franklin A. Jones served in Scott's Life Guard.

Benjamin R. Saunders was in a N. Y. H. Art. Regt.

John Hanford was successively in two regiments of New Y'ork.

John McCarty, enl. in a N. Y. Regt. ; served two years.

John H. Searles, enl. in 17th Regt.

Henry C. Searles, enl. 13th Conn. Regt.; re-enl. in a N. Y. Cav. Regt.

REGIMENTS OF OTHER STATES.
James R. Ayres, Co. C, 3d Mich. ; killed June 17, 1804.

Frederick Bishop, 5th N. J. Battery ; disch. for disability.

Hanford Bishop, 5th N. J. Battery.

John Carrol, Co. A, 32d Ohio; enl. Nov. 22, 1804, from Toledo.

Samuel Fessonden, enl. March :!, 1804, sixteen yeai-s of age, as a private

in 7th Maine Battery, 1st Regt. L. Art. ; was appointed fii-st lieuten-

ant 2d Regt. U. S. Inf., Dec. 14, 1804. and captain of Inf. Dec. 20,

1804 ; com. second lieutenant 1st Battery, Maine L. Inf., Jan. 18,

1865, and detailed to the staff of Maj.-Geu. A. P. Howe, May 1,

1805, serving in that position till the close of the war.

PhiloC. Fuller, 2d 111. Vol.

Emmot M. H.jyt, 3d Maryland, and abt<j In a N. Y. Bf({t. ; <Jli^.

Samuel C. IngeiHoll,.'id Maryland ; wounded at Antietaai aod dUcharged.

Peter Hurd, ]4tli R. I. H. Art. ; enl. Oct. 14, 18^3.

James Keegan, Co. K, IHth Ky. ; enl. 1804.

Joseph S. Lockwood, Hist Penn.; died April 3, 18'*J.

Hicharil Pierson, 3d Md.

William E Scofwdd, 7Uh 111.; died May 17, 1803.

George Vandervaldt, Ist Res. Cav. I'a.; killed.

Pierre R. Holly, M.D., apijointed assistant surgwh in the spring of W0,
and assigned to the Douglas Ho«|iital, Washington City

;
subsf'iuently

was assigned to the J2d \\U. Inf, ixifl remained in the service until

disch. in 1804.

The following citizens of the town were in the ser-

vice of the government, though not connected with

any particular regiment

:

George E. Badger, M.D , who left his practice here, with a commLwioo as

contract surgeon, and was stationed at David's Island.

John Davenport was aid to Col. John H. Alniy, a.ssistant quartemia.'iter-

general of Connecticut, and stationed at New York fur supjilying thc-

Conu. and R. I. Vols.

John C. Minor, SI.D., com. April 1, 1803, acting assistant surgeon, l,'.S..\.,

after having voluntarily served on Hospital Ships of the Sanitary

C'onmiission during the jireceding year, was in the Amiy of Cum-

berland until Feb. 3, 1804, when he was ordered to Harrisbnrg, Pa.,

to take charge of Port Hosjiital ; res. Oct. 4, 1864.

Rev. J. H. Parks, com. chajilain, July 5, 1802, and assigned to Carver

Hospital, Washington City.

John T. Riley was acting quartermaster at Washington and elsewhere.

Samuel C. Staples, assistant paymaster U.S.A.

Hennel Stevens entered the service as medical pni-veyor at Cairo, 111.,

in 1862, and was ordered to Memphis in May, 1805.

UNITED STATES ARMY.

David C. Comstock, Jr., from Co. H, 17th Regt.; entered the U.S.A. as

hospital steward; disch. Jan. 31, 1807.

George W. Chamberlain, enl. Co. B, 17th Conn. Vols. ; re-enl. in U. S.

Cav., Feb. 3, 1803.

Patrick Farrel, enl. in 1859 in the regular army ; he had one of his legs

broken at Petei'sburg, Va., where he was struck by nine balls.

Samuel B. Ferris, eilucated at West Point, class of 1801
;
graduated second

lieutenant, and assigned to the 8th U. S. Inf. ; ho was with his regi-

ment at the fii-st Bull Run rout of June 21, 1801, and until his com-

mission as colonel of the 28th Conn. Vol. On the expiration of his

commission he returned to his regiment as fii-st lieutenant, until

transferred with captain's commission to the 20th U. S. Inf.

Francis M. Holly, appointed assistant surgeon in the winter of 1SG2, and

assigned to hospital at Portsmouth, opposite Norfolk, Va. ; he res. iu

1863. In 180S he was appointed surgeon in the V.S..\.

John L. Hoyt, Co. B, 1st U. S. Reg. Art.; enl. Nov. 4, 1802; disch. Sept.

5, 1864.

William P. Jones was appointed aid-de-camp on the stjiff of 5Iaj.-Gcn.

John E. Wool, April 24, 1861, with rank of colonel of volunteers.

Sept. 20,1861, he was appointed aid-de-camp, with the rank of major

in tlie regular army; appointed jnovost-marshal-general of the

De]iartment of Virginia, and assisted at the taking of Yorktown and

Norfolk. On the removal of Gen. Wool, in 1862, to B;iltimore, he

was appointeil military provost-marshal of the 5lid. Dept.,emV>racing

Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey ; res., though not before

he had earned " for gallant and meritorious sen icc" his commission

of brevet brigadier-general of volunteer, dating from March 13,

1805.

John Jlanning, enl. Juno 16, 1800, 3d U. S. Cav.; disch. July 14, 18CT
;

on tlie staff of Gen. Grant, and afterwards orderly to Gen. Sherman.

Henry O'Neil, Co. B, 5th U. S. Inf.

Albert 51. Powell, com. fli-st lieutenant, 13th TI. S. Inf.; graduate<l at

West Point
;
pro. to lieutenant-colonel, iu charge of artillery ITth

Corps; died June 10, ISOS.

Henry Rockwell, M.D., surgeon in the U.S.A.

James Scofield, in 1859 entered the U.S.A., and was assigned to the 4tli

Regt. of Inf.

Edwin L. Smith, enl. Sept. 2, 1864; trans, from the 17th Conn. Vol. to

Co. .\, 9th U. S. Res. ; taken prisoner in Florida.

Francis L. Still, enl. Oct. 13, 1863 ; trans, from Gth Conn. Vol. to Signal

Corps in the U.S.A.
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he retired from business, going back to Danbury.

After ten years' residence there he again moved to

Stamford, and bought the place where his son Wil-

liam now lives. He had by inheritance forty acres

of land, lying immediately opposite his purchase,

which Nehemiah had bought after the Revolution for

one pound per acre. In 1 827, when Mr. Dibble made
this purchase, there was but one house between his

residence and the village. Mr. Dibble died with sun-

stroke, aged seventy-six years, leaving two sons, Wil-

liam H. and Samuel Benjamin.

From the removal to Stamford, William H. was the

real head of the family. His father knowing nothing

of farming, William had to supervise everything,

and fi-om that time he has resided there as proprietor.

About 1848, Mr. Dibble opened a select boarding-

house for summer entertainment of the elite of New
York City. He has conducted this since that time,

entertaining sometimes as many as eighty guests at

once. He has also engaged largely in fruit culture,

and has now some twenty acres of choice varieties of

large and small fruits. He has been very successful

in business and extremely fortunate in dealing in

stocks, and holds a high financial standing.

Mr. Dibble married, April 19, 1835, Ann Eliza,

daughter of Alpheus Webber, of Kinderhook, N. Y.

She died in 1839. They had one child, Harriet E.,

who lives with her father. June 26, 1840, he married

Mary Ann, daughter of PhiliiJ and Aurelia (Booth)

Walker, of Bridgeport. She was born Dec. 28, 1813.

Their children attaining maturity are Mary Catha-

rine (Mrs. Benjamin F. Mosher, of Greenwich ; she

died Aug. 9, 1869, leaving one daughter, Clara Dib-

ble, who has been cared for by Mr. and Mrs. Dibble

ever since) and Carrie Augusta, who died Aug. 5,

1876, aged twenty-three years.

Samuel B. Dibble was born Sept. 1, 1813. He
went as a dry-goods dealer to New Jersey when only

fifteen, and established in Rahway and Trenton. He
lived there some years, married, and moved to New
York, his wife's former home, and shortly afterwards,

March, 1843, died, aged not quite forty years.

CAPT. BENJAMIN L. WAITE.

Benjamin St. Lcger Waite, son of Capt. Isaac

Waite and Elizabeth St. Leger, was born in Liver-

pool, England, the birthplace of his mother, about

1805.

His father was born in Portland, Maine, about 1774,

and was for a long time commander of the favorite

packet-ship " Anna Maria," running between New
York and Liverpool. He was one of the oldest navi-

gators engaged in the packet business, and even at

that early day the foundation of the packet popularity,

which grew to such a magnitude of prosperity, was
strongly laid. He died at Westport, Conn., Feb. 14,

1849, much respected.

Capt. B. L. Waite was ti'ained to the sea from

infancy, crossing the Atlantic repeatedly while but a

child. His education, begun in England, w'as finished

in New York. His taste for a seaman's life became
so marked that at the age of sixteen, having finished

the study of navigation, his father sent him in a ship

to China, that by the discipline of so long a voyage

he might be the better fitted for his life-work. When
only nineteen he was placed in command of the Liver-

pool packet-ship " Superior." In 1832 he was made
captain of the " Pacific," in 1834 of the " Britannia,"

and in 1835 of the " England,"—all three of the once

famous " Black Ball" line of Liverpool packets.

Capt. Waite very early acquired the reputation of

a skillful and careful navigator, and the confidence

reposed in him by owners and passengers was well

justified. During his life he crossed the Atlantic

more than one hundred and sixty times, and while

captain of the " Black Ball" line conveyed over

twelve hundred first-class passengers, yet never met
with serious disaster, although he encountered some
of the most severe storms, where promptitude, cau-

tion, and skill all were needed to save his ship.

In the " England" he made some of the shortest

passages ever accomplished by sailing-shii^s. Nu-
merous and valuable testimonials from his passen-

gers show how highly he was appreciated. These

comprised many of the most distinguished per-

sons crossing the ocean in his day, and his urbane

and gentlemanly character and thorough seaman-

ship alike won confidence and regard.

As a commander Capt. Waite was unsurpassed.

When his quick, clear, full voice was heard from the

deck every man was on the alert, and his sailors be-

came so attached to him that they would wait weeks

to re-shij) with him. Resolute and without fear in the

hour of danger, he had a large amount of tenderness

and charity, and never soiled his manhood by a cruel

act. He fully exemplified the truth that " the bravest

are the tenderest," and none who knew him could

breathe malice against him.

When steamships surperseded packet-ships in trans-

portation of first-class passengers, and the " Black

Ball" line was devoted to steerage passengers only,

Capt. Waite retired from work a veteran, although

not forty years of age. He was requested and soli-

cited to assume command of steamships, but he did not

favor them, and at the close of his last voyage, in

1843, retired to his home in Westport, Conn. This

was too far from the sea for one so long accustomed

to its melody, and, selling his property there, he re-

moved to Stamford, and for the last twenty years of

his life resided at Sound View, where after an illness

of more than two years he died. May 11, 1874.

Capt. Waite was married to Miss Eliza Hayes, of

New York, Oct. 11, 1855. She died March 12, 1861.

The captain subsequently married, June 17, 1863,

Miss Margaret A. Flynn, of Kingston, N. Y., who
still survives.

We append a few press notices and other testimo-











STAMFORD. 741

nials as better tributes to his worth than any words

of ours.

New York Herald, May 12, 1874: "When sailing-

ships were the only communication with Europe, he

was known as one of the most intrepid as well as

skillful and careful of navigators. Numerous stories

of his feats while commanding the ' lilack Ball' siiip

'England' are still spun by old 'seii-dogs' with a

readiness and zest that are in themselves good trib-

utes to Capt. Waite's ability. The affectionate ref-

erences made in them to the 'old man' apparently

indicate a mariner of almost fabulous age, and yet

Capt. Waite had but reached thirty-nine years."

New York Sunday Atlas : " The worthy comman-
ilcr of the ' England,' Capt. Benjamin Waite, is justly

entitled to the cognomen ' The Prince of Captains.'

Ill our foreign news we omitted to state that Capt.

Waite had undoubtedly saved the lives of a ship's

j

company, which he did by supplying them with pro-

1
visions and a compass. This was done by means of

I

his life-boat (one of the first constructed by Francis),

' and under cicumstances when any other boat would

undoubtedly, have swamped, as it was blowing a gale

and the sea was very high and breaking. We know
this, that our old friend Waite felt more pleasure in

relieving the wants of his distressed fellow -beings

with his life-boat than he ever could experience by
receiving silver plate for stuffing his passengers with

champagne and canvas-back ducks."

S. M. News, February, 1841: "The gentlemanly

character of Capt. Waite, added to his consummate
skill in the management of his vessel, has always in-

sured the respect and confidence of those who have

been his passengers, and elicited frequent and valu-

j
able tokens of well-deserved compliment."

! From a Liverpool paper :
" The ship ' England'

;' arrived yesterday in nineteen days from New York, a

'! remarkably short passage. On Saturday the cabin

I

passengers entertained Capt. Waite at the ' King's

I

Arms,' and the chairman agreeably surprised him by

I

jjresenting him, in the name of the company, with a

j

beautifully chased, massive, and solid gold snuff-box,

,j
valued at sixty pounds, assuring him that it was only

ij an acknowledgment of his skill as a seaman and his

j

courteous deijortment as a gentleman, of which they

•i| had had abundant evidence during the voyage. The
ii box bears a suitable inscription, and is the eleventh

testimonial of the sort that Capt. Waite has received

<i from passengers."

1 From a New York paper :
" The bell rang

;
Capt.

I
Waite, ' a good fellow and true,' made his appear-

i| ance. His ruddy and good-natured face, lighted uj)

I
witli a smile for every one, diffused a new feeling

among the company. ' How is it,' thought we, ' that

(i some men possess the faculty of making all around

;1 them happy and satisfied, while other people produce

i on the spectator a completely opposite result?' We
i looked at Capt. Waite intently to see if we could un-

ravel the anomaly. There he was, with his straw hat

bound with a yellow ribbon, moving among the pa«-

sengers, taking off the names with the utmost good

humor, and being introduced to the ladies wlio were

going in his noble ship. He wa« affable, courteoiw,

and kind, and all seemed at once U) repose confidence

in his skill and judgment as a seaman. His j»asHen-

gers lookeil up to him as a commander into whose

hands they would willingly commit their safety. The
same feelings came over us, and we could not tell

why. There is a something in the face of a man that

bespeaks his character more broadly than all your

phrenological lore."

An autograph letter from the renowned Charles

Kemble contained the following:

—

"Ship ' Pacific,' Sept. 1, 1832.

"Resolved,—That we return our grateful thanks to

Cai)t. B. L. Waite for his urbane and gentlemanly

conduct during our passage, and take pleasure in

expressing our full confidence in his skill and care as

a navigator."

—

Charles Kemble, Fuaxces Axxe
Kemble, and twenty others.

This was accompanied with an elegant silver

pitcher, with an appropriate inscrii^tion. These are

but a few of hundreds of testimonials that might ho

given.

ALFRED nOYT.

Alfred Hoyt was born in Stamford, Conn., Jan. 1.3,

1813. He was the only son of Silas and Charlotte

(Smith) Hoyt. His family has for years been ac-

counted one of Stamford's worthiest. Rev. Mr. Hun-
tington says, in his " History of Stamford," of Mr.

Hoyt's great-grandfather, " Abraham Hoyt, son of

Benjamin, who was the son of Benjamin, who w;is the

son of Simon, the pioneer, was born in Stamford in

1704. He was a man of solid and substantial worth,

and was much in public life. He was also an active

member of the Congregational Church. . . . His de-

scendants are very numerous, and they have been as

enterprising as tliey^ are numerous." Simon Hoyt, or

Hait, was doubtless one of the earliest settlers in the

town, dying here in 1657.

Silas Hoyt, grandfather of Alfred, was born March

2, 1738-39, and died in January, 1825. He served iu

the Revolution, was selectman and reared a large

family, and built the house in which Alfred now re-

sides. Alfred's father was born in the same place,

Nov. 8, 1775. He died March 22, 1852. His wife

was Charlotte, daughter of Stephen Smith, Esq., of

Stamford. Alfred was educated in the private schools

of Stamford. His home has always been where he

now resides. Shortly after arriving at manhood his

father relinquished to him the managouuMit of his

business, which, in course of time, was also inherited

by him. In 1838, Mr. Hoyt engaged in the West
India trade in company with Capt. William Lock-

wood. This copartnership existed till 1845. when it

was dissolved by the death of Capt. Lockwood. and
Mr. Hoyt sold his interest. They fii-st built the
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" Julia Ann," one hundred tons, and ran her to San

Domingo, trading in pine-apples, etc. They suc-

ceeded the " Julia Ann" with the harque " Texidor,"

two hundred tons, and that hy the "Henry Delaiield."

One of these vessels was wrecked, and, while another

one was building, Capt. Lockwood died, and Mr. Hoyt
severed his connection with commerce.

Mr. Hoyt has never sought public position, but has

been willing to take a share of those duties and has

held various local offices, and represented Stamford

in the Legislature in 1864, 1865, and 1869. He is in-

spector of votes in the First National Bank of Stam-

ford, and has been for years.

Mr. Hoyt believes that every citizen is interested

in every election, and since he was of age has not

failed to vote at a State or Presidential election. In

politics he was an Old-Line Whig, but since the for-

mation of the Republican party has voted and acted

with that.

He is an attendant of the Congregational Church,

and a liberal supporter of it.

Mr. Hoyt married, Nov. 4, 1868, Miss Emily Knowl-
ton, daughter of Rev. Farnham Knowlton and Sarah

(IngersoU) Knowlton, of Greenwich. Mr. Knowlton
graduated at Hamilton College, New York, in 1826,

and for many years was an acceptable Baptist clergy-

man. Mrs. Hoyt was born in Stanwich, town of

Greenwich. Her great-grandfather and his brother

lived in Ashford, Conn. Both were officers in the

American army of the Revolution. One was cap-

tain ; the other, colonel. The latter was killed at the

battle of Harlem Heights. The family has ever been

patriotic and brave. Gen. N. B. Lyon, who fell in

the late civil war, and whose death was so much re-

gretted, was a cousin of her father.

ISAAC SELLECK.

Isaac Selleck, fourth and youngest son of Joseph

and Phebe Selleck, was born in Stamford, Conn.,

where his parents were old residents, in 1807. His

ancestors were Puritans, and his parents were brought

up in the Congregational belief. In middle life they

were converted to the Methodist faith, and were

among the first to join the first Methodist Episcopal

organization in the town of Stamford. Their house

was for many years the home of the weary and worn
itinerants of early Methodism, and they also enter-

tained some of the most eminent preachers in the

connection, among whom was Bishop Asbury, first

bishop of the church. They lived many years

honored and beloved, and died in the fullness of

time, worthy members of the church of their choice.

Isaac Selleck was educated at the common schools

of Stamford, and followed his father's avocation, a

farmer, and all of his life occupied the old home-
stead, and, what is worthy of note, died in the same
room where he was born, after sixty-seven years' resi-

dence in the same house.

Mr. Selleck married, Nov. 7, 1830, Phebe, daughter

of Ebenezer and Phebe (Todd) Webb, also of an old

Stamford family. She was born Aug. 15, 1808. For

forty-four years this Christian couple lived happily

together, when death canceled their bond of earthly

union, leaving the partner of his youth and riper

years to lay down the endearing a23pellation of wife

and assume the lonely one of widow.

Mr. Selleck was a man of strong character, of slow

and deliberate action, quiet and retiring in his

nature, and only accepting positions of honor and as

matters of Christian duty, and it was mostly in con-

nection with his church that his greatest activity was
shown. The inheritor of a comfortable estate, his

industry and economy, supplemented by the care and

prudence of his wife, placed him in circumstances

where he was able to contribute largely to the church

he loved. He was in politics an unswerving advo-

cate of right, and on the organization of the Re-

publican party became a member of it. From a

personal sketch of the life and character of Mr. Sel-

leck, prepared by Rev. H. F. Pease, a former pastor

and friend of years' standing, we abstract the follow-

ing:

"At eighteen years of age Mr. Selleck was con-

verted and joined the Methodist Episcopal Church

in its days of feebleness in Stamford, and soon became

to it an element of strength. He was early made an

officer and for years was steward and trustee, dis-

charging the duties with fidelity and acceptability.

When appointed to Stamford charge, in 1847, I first

met Brother Selleck, and found him one of the most

regular attendants on Divine worship, and one of

the most liberal supporters of the church. An appeal

to save the church from a crushing debt was re-

sponded to in a most liberal manner, but by none

with greater liberality than Mr. Selleck. The so-

ciety to this day is largely indebted for its prosperity

to that liberality in the days of its feebleness. Mr.

Selleck's piety was not demonstrative. It had little

of the noisy element in it, yet for principle, sincerity,

constancy, and true God-fearing, not many at the

present day excel it. It has been said that he was

not progressive,—did not keep up with improvements

in this fast age of the world. In reply we would

say no man should be progressive in the way some

are, for their progress is away from policy, i^rinciple,

and truth. Neither should all be progressive in the

sense in which it is proper for others to be. Mr. Sel-

leck's progress was not one always in the direction of

the last popular wind, but rather that of the prophet

Jeremiah :
' Stand ye in the ways, and see and ask

for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk

therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.' That

cannot be bad progress that brings to Christ, to rest,

and to heaven. For sixty-seven years he was an

epistle known and read of all men, and his neighbors

and fellow-townsmen will bear witness that he was a

man of the strictest veracity and most unbending
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integrity,—his word as good as his bond, neither

needing legal jirocess to enforce their obligation.

His death was sudden, but who that knew him doubts

that it was safe ? that in his case sudden death was

sudden glory ?"

His death occurred Nov. 6, 1874. Mrs. Selleck,

with her sister, still resides at the old home, main-

taining the same Christian hospitality that was ever

dispensed there, and waiting, patiently, the summons

to join her husband in the " land beyond the river."

TIMOTHY REYNOLDS.

Timothy, son of Abel and Anna (Mead) Keynolds,

was born March 23, 1802, in Roxbury, town of Stain-

' ford. Conn. He was of English ancestry and Puritan

stock. His grandfather, Timothy, was captured by

the Indians during the Indian wars previous to the

Revolution. He was an officer before the Revolution,

and held a colonial commission in that war, which

has been preserved with great care by his descend-

ants.

Abel Reynolds was born in Greenwich, and after

marriage settled at Roxbury, where he lived many
years as a farmer, dying much respected about 1850.

Timothy Reynolds was reared on the farm Avith his

parents, and, with the other youth of that day, at-

tended common schools winters and "worked on the

farm" summers until he was about eighteen years old.

Then he went to learn the carpenter's trade with an

uncle, George Reynolds, in Stanwich, and remained

with him until after he was twenty-one. Commen-
cing business for himself, he worked at his trade until

his love of home life and failing health caused him to

cease that business and become a farmer. He mar-

ried, Nov. 10, 1827, Prudence, daughter of Solomon

and Susannah Smith. She was born in Stamford,

April 6, 1804. Her family was one of the old-time

families in this town, emigrating originally from Eng-

land to Long Island, and from thence to Stamford.

Mr. Reynolds was a farmer, frank and outspoken,

without anything savoring of fraud or deceit in his

nature ; never seeking official position, but often

called upon to settle estates, which he did to the sat-

isfaction of those interested. Quiet, loving home and
its associations, he was a true friend, and honored

and respected by all. He died Aug. 23, 1863.

He was an Old-Line Whig, and became a Republi-

can on the organization of that party.

Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds were for years members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church, and alwaj's liberal

supporters of the same. Since Mr. Reynolds' death

Mrs. Reynolds has, among many gifts, contributed the

sites of the Roxbury Methodist Ei)iscoi3al church and
its parsonage.

For thirty-six years this Avorthy couple walked

together life's pathway, doing each duty well as it

jireseuted itself, and lending a helping hand to all

Rood enterprises. Since her husband's decease Mrs.

Reynolds has resided at the old home, continuing the

suirie life ol'well doing, and, with all the vivacity and

cheerfulness of youth, patiently waiting the suinmonw

to follow her beloved husband to "the land beyond

the river." Of them both it can be truly said, "They
have done their work well."

NATHANIEL E. ADAMS.

The ancestry of Nathaniel E. Adams were not only

men of repute in New England, but the line goes Ijack

and develops itself in many a page of history in " Mer-

rie England." The full genealogy of the Adams
family is now in course of jjreparation, and we will

not trace the lineage farther than to John, grand-

father of Nathaniel, who was a worthy citizen of

Greenwich, Conn. His son John married Marj'

Hobby, and Nathaniel E., his son, was born in Green-

wich, July 7, 1807.

Nathaniel passed his childhood on the old home-

stead with his parents, and was apprenticed at an

early age to a carpenter in Stamford, to learn, as in

those days expressed, the art and mystery of carpenter-

ing. He was an apt student, learned his trade thor-

oughly, and began business for himself before he was

twenty-one, but, by engaging with a drunken part-

ner, not only lost his hard-earned capital, but became

indebted four hundred dollars to various persons.

That was a larger amount than many times that sum
would be now, for he was compelled to go to New
York, where he obtained work from Locke & Cole-

man, on Scudder's Museum, but was forced to borrow

money to provide for the necessities of his family, and

it was two years before the last of the indebtedness

was paid. He remained in New York ten years, then,

returning to Stamford, he became a coal- and lumber-

dealer, and commenced to deal in real estate by pur-

chasing a lot of land and laying it out, in 1850, into

lots, surveying new streets, and building and selling

houses, so that where was a wild waste of almost

valueless land is now a beautiful portion of the vil-

lage of Stamford. Mr. Adams is emjihatically a self-

made man, and has invariably been the advocate of

law, order, and improvement. He is of winning

manners, of great and pleasing conversational powers,

and possesses a remarkable faculty of applying poeti-

cal quotations to any subject under conversation. His

memory is wonderful and his reading extensive. He
has a large fund of humor, and is of a most cheerful

temperament. In 1864, carrying lettei-s of introduction

to President Lincoln from ex-Gov. Minor, ex-Con-

gressman Smith, and others, he went to Washington,

had a long and pJoasant interview with Mr. Lincoln,

and finally leased a cotton plantation of sixteen hun-

dred and fifty acres in Louisiana from the L'nitod

States Government, and commenced raising cotton.

His peculiar frankness and honesty won him at once

the friendship of all, even the most bitter rebels,

and his plantation was protected by the Confederate
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troops. The experiment promised to be a success,

financially and otherwise, but through a defaulting

partner and the ravages made on the growing crop by

cateri^illars he lost ten thousand dollars. After this

disastrous termination of his venture, Mr. Adams
returned to Stamford, and has ever since resided

there, having, notwithstanding his loss, a very hand-

some competency. He is a member of the First Con-

gregational Church of Stamford, and has been for

more than forty years a deacon. With a strong love

for children, he has been an ardent Sabbath-school

worker, both as teacher and superintendent.

Mr. Adams cast his first vote, as a Democrat, for

Simeon H. Minor for member of Legislature, and by

it gave him his majority of one. Afterwards Mr.

Adams became a Whig, then a Republican. He was

for many years, and until disqualified by age, a

magistrate, and by his decisions and actions in that

capacity drew warm encomiums from the best citi-

zens.

Mr. Adams married Sarah Ann Dixon, of an old

Stamford family, March 23, 1829. She was born in

New York, May 23, 1806. Their children were

Charles W., James E. (deceased), Julia H. (who is

the widow of Brevet Lieut.-Col. Alfred M. Powell,

U.S.A.), James E. (deceased), John, Franklin.

JOHX CLASON.

In the early records of Stamford appears the name
of Clason, Cloyson, Clawson,—all diiferent spellings

of the same name. At the assignment of land by lot,

Dec. 26, 1699, there were sixty-nine lots drawn by

seventy-five persons. Of these Stephen Clawson drew

the first.

Among the soldiers of the Revolution were Na-

thaniel, Isaac, Samuel, and Stephen Clason.

From that day to the present has the Clason

family been domiciled in Stamford, and now the his-

torian records with pleasure the leading incidents in

the life of one who may justly be called a representa-

tive man of the family.

John Clason, son of Benjamin and Nancy (Ayres)

Clason, was born Sept. 8, 1825. The educational ad-

vantages of a farmer's son, in those days, were mostly

comprised in the three months' winter term of school

in the country school-house. Such, John received

while he remained at home. He commenced the

active duties of life, however, for himself at the age

of fifteen, and, as he could afford it, supplemented,

from time to time, his early education by instruc-

tions under John Lyell, A.M., a graduate of the

University of Edinburgh, Scotland, with a view to

civil engineering as a profession, for which he thor-

oughly prepared himself in the mathematical branches.

In 1851 he entered the store of Alanson Studwell, at

Stamford, as a clerk, and stayed one year. For about

two years subsequently he was a teacher in the pub-

lic schools.

About 1844, Mr. Clason purchased a farm, engaged

in farming and dealing in native timber, and enjoying
|

the reputation of being the most successful farmer

(financially and otherwise) Stamford had ever pro-

duced, until about 1862, when he sold his farm, con-

tinuing, however, farming operations on a small place
„

of twenty acres, which he has brought to a high stands

.

ing in productiveness. -;

Mr. Clason has held all of the local offices coQii^

nected with schools in the town, and was member ofl

the Board of Education for four years, resigning Ms
]

position when elected judge of Probate. He was]

elected member of Legislature from Stamford in 1851,

1

and was the youngest member of that body. In 1854
j

he again represented his town in the Legislature, and
,,

from 1871 to 1875, five years, held the same position, i

a length of continued service, in that capacity, un- I

precedented in Stamford since the adoption of the t

Constitution in 1818. In 1855 he was elected as-

sessor, and held that office twenty-five years. He was
,

elected judge of Probate in 1876, and re-elected in
'

1878, and has rendered entire satisfaction in the
i

performance of his judicial duties. He has held, !

also, various other town offices, such as justice, etc. i

He was for several years a director of Stamford Sav-

ings Bank, resigning that office, in accordance with

the law of the statute, to become a director of Stam- -

ford National Bank. In politics Judge Clason was

originally a Whig, afterwards a Republican. He is a

generous supporter of all churches, societies, and en-

terprises that tend to elevate, improve, or educate
|

mankind. In the Legislature, Mr. Clason was, em- \

phatically, a working member, clear-headed and
j

practical, and in committee work a patient and care-

ful investigator, opposed to all "jobbery," and with

judgment rarely at fault. Strictly honorable and up- i

right, the repeated number of times his fellow-towns-

men have called him to office evidence their appre-

ciation of these qualities. He has never married.

WILLIAM W. SCOFIELD.

William Wallace Scofield was born in Stamford,

Conn., March 2, 1825. His father was Amzi and his

mother Polly (Davenport) Scofield. i

The Scofield family is an old Stamford family. In »

the town records, under date of Dec. 7, 1641, mention
j

is made of an award of a home-lot and wood-land to
j

" Dan Scoffeld." From this hardy pioneer have pro-

ceeded many branche? of this family, until at this
|

writing the name is borne by more people in Stam- 1

ford than any other.

The paternal great-grandfather of W. W. Scofield
'

was Peter Scofield, and his grandfather was Warren.

This grandfather married a daughter of Capt. Reuben

Scofield, who was a captain of the town guards in the
|

Revolution. Both Reuben and Peter were deacons '

in the Congregational Church, and both served in
\

the French and Indian war under Gens. Abercrombie ;
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partner. This changed the firm to Scofield, Cook

& Co. In the spring of 1866, Mr. Cook sold his in-

terest to his i^artners, and they continued the business

as Lounsbury & Scofield for one year, Mr. Cook

during that time representing Stamford in the State

Legislature.

In the fall of 1866, Mr. Cook erected the manufac-

tory used by the firm Cook & Lounsbury. This

firm was formed in 1867, the members being Mr. Cook

and Charles H. Lounsbury. From that time to the

present Mr. Cook has not only been identified with

the business, but given it his close personal attention.

Under the shrewd management, diligence, and active

eflbrts of the two partners, the demand for their

goods has rapidly increased, and their manufactory

is to-day occupying a place among the prominent

manufacturing interests of Stamford.

Mr. Cook has, besides being representative, been

assessor, and often pressed to accept positions of

public trust, but with these exceptions, he has stead-

ily refused them, preferring to attend to his own
business rather than that of others.

Mr. Cook was one of the three men in Stamford who
had the moral courage to vote for Martin Van Buren

as Free Soil candidate for President, and to the same

convictions that actuated him then he has steadfastly

adhered. He never could see how one workingman

should try to " lord it " over another, whatever the

color of his skin. With th^se sentiments he has nat-

urally affiliated with Republicanism since it was a

political power, and was by that party elected repre-

sentative. In 1872 he followed his old leader, Hor-

ace Greeley, and voted for him for President, return-

ing to his old bearings after the death of Mr. Greeley.

Mr. Cook was one of the incorporators of the Citi-

zens' Savings Bank of Stamford, and has been one of

its directors since that time. He is also a director

in the First National Bank of New Canaan, Conn.

He is a member and a most liberal supporter of tlie

LTniversalist Church, and has been clerk of the one

at Long Ridge ever since he was twenty-one years

old.

Sept. 29, 1851, he married Mary L., daughter of

George and Louisa. (Scofield) Lounsbury. Their

children are Nettie L., who married Benjamin M., son

of Rev. F. H. Ayres, of Long Ridge, and Mary W.,

aged now eight years.

CAPTAIN DAVID WATERBURY.

One of the oldest as well as most honorable of

Stamford families is the Waterbury family. Probably

none has exercised more influence on its history.

John Waterbury came to Stamford soon after the set-

tlement, had land recorded to him in 1650, and died

in 1658. From him sprang the numerous families

now resident here. The lineage is traced in Hunting-

ton's "History of Stamford," and we will only state

that David Waterbury, Jr., grandfather of the one

of whom we write, did excellent service in the French
and Indian wars, attaining the rank of major. He
was representing the town in the Assembly at the com-
mencement of the Revolution, and did good service

for the colonial cause. (Rev. Mr. Huntington heads

his list of the military men of that time thus :
" There

were the Waterburys, then known as senior and ju-

nior, the former long a colonel in the Continental ser-

vice, who had earned some reputation for good judg-

ment and military ability in the field, and the latter,

soon to earn, by his personal fitness for it, the rank

of a general of brigade.") He was born in Stam-

ford, Feb. 12, 1722. Probably no other citizen of

Stamford reached so high a position or did so much
service for the United Colonies as he. He was in the

confidence and enjoyed the friendship and high es-

teem of the leaders of the Revolution, and great com-

plaint was made of his conduct to Tories. He seems

to have given them no mercy. He was promoted

from a colonelcy, with which he entered the war,

to brigadier-general in June, 1776 ; was captured by
the English, but soon exchanged. He was a gallant

soldier, an able officer, and a brave man. After re-

turning to Stamford he was selectman and represen-

tative. He died June 29, 1801, leaving one son,

Capt. William Waterbury, fourth, who was born Oct.

10, 1765, and died Jan. 10, 1842. He was long in

public business, and showed the family trait of re-

sistance to oppression ill his persistent refusal to pay

the annual tax for the Congregational society, ex-

pending money as freely to establish freedom from

the church as he had freely given his services to es-

tablish freedom from British tyranny. He married

Mrs. Sally Jessup, daughter of Philip Lockwood,

of Greenwich, and his eldest son, David, was born in

Stamford, April 17, 1819. This was the present Capt.

David Waterbury. He remained with his parents,

and had such common-school advantages as the place

and times afforded, until lie was about fifteen, when
he shijjped as a sailor, at twelve dollars per month,

on a market-boat trading weekly between Stamford

and New York. He passed through the various

grades of first hand, etc., rising steadily, until, before

his twentieth birthday, he was captain of the " Rival,"

a sloop of about fifty tons. Capt. Waterbury contin-

ued in that business until 1852, when, in company

with Edmund Lockwood and Lewis Waterbury, he

purchased the steamer " William W. Frazier." The
company ran her as a daily passenger- and freight-

boat between Stamford and New York, Capt. Lock-

wood commanding her, Capt. AVaterbury being super-

intendent, agent, etc., with office at Stamford. In

1859 the "Frazier" was superseded by the " Ella,"

which the same company built. The "Ella" was

run on this route until 1862, when they sold her to

the United States Government, and Cajit. Lockwood

retired from business. The two remaining of the

firm, with Oliver Scofield, built the "Stamford,"

and in 1863 placed her on the same route as the
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"Ella." The next year they sold the "Stamford,"

and then a stock company ljuilt tlie sliip "Ann," of

about five hundred tons, and in 18G5 ])liiced licr on

the same route. Slie continued running hero until

May, ]870, when she was burned at the wharf at

Stamford, together with the storehouse and other

projjerty of the company, the entire loss being about

seventy thousand dollars, only one-half covered by

insurance.

Capt. Waterbury then commenced dealing in coal

and wood, and has continued in that till the present.

After a lapse of three years he became interested in

the steamboat business again, and is still connected

therewith.

Capt. Waterbury married, Jan. 23, 1842, Surah M.,

daughter of John Selleck, of Stamford. Their sur-

viving children are Wm. T., now captain of steamer
" Meta," running between Stamford and New York

;

John S., an engineer residing in Stamford
;
Mary E.,

who married Edwin S, Webb, of Brooklyn ; Sarah

M. ; Charles F., engaged with his father in the coal

business; and Lottie A. Mrs. Waterbury died Sept.

26, 1867. April 29, 1875, Capt. Waterbury married

Mrs. Josephine E. Colby, sister of the first Mrs.

Waterbury. Her parents, John and Charlotte (Mead)

Selleck, were life-long residents of Stamford. Mr.

Selleck was born on the old Selleck homestead, and

lived within half a mile of there all his life.

The life of Captain Waterbury presents a good ex-

ample of what a poor boy, aided by honesty, integ-

rity, and hard work, may accomplish for himself;

and he stands to-day. with the confidence and regard

of his fellow-townsmen, a successful business man, his

word as good as his bond, and neither ever repudi-

ated.

Democratic in politics, he has preferred holding

fast to the good old ways rather than going into bril-

liant but rash speculations. He has never taken an

active part in politics, always voting quietly, as he

thought best, and for the best man, irrespective of

party, in local matters. Broad and liberal in his re-

ligious views, he for years has been a member of the

Universalist Church.

RICHMOND FOX.

Richmond Fox was born at Newfield, town of Stam-

ford, Conn. He was the son of Richard and Clara

(Scofield) Fox. His childhood and youth were passed

in Stamford, acquiring a common-school education

and learning the carpenter's trade. Soon after his

twenty-first birthday Mr. Fox Avent to the Southern

States to take charge of a manufacturing establish-

ment, and for five years was absent from Stamford.

Returning after that length of time, he worked at

carpentering in Stamfoi'd for two years, going then

to Fairfield, and, after a short space of time, to Bridge-

port, where he remained long enough—six months

—

to become acquainted with Miss Mary E. Blakoman,

whom he married Dec. 24, 1843. She was born in

Woodbury, Litchfield Co., Conn., Nov. 2, 1821, and
was daughter of David and Sarah (Hanunond) Blake-

man. From the time of their marriage Mr. and Mrn.

Fox were residents of Stamford, moving, in the spring

of 1844, to the place on Strawberry Hill where at the

present writing Mrs. Fox is resident.

Alter a few years' ))usiness as contractor and builder,

Mr. Fox engaged in the manufacture and sale of lum-

ber with Mr. John St. John, under the firm-name

of Fox & St. John. This proved a successful finan-

cial enterprise, and the partnership continued until

the death of Mr. Fox, which occurred Nov. 15, 18fJ7.

Mr. Fox was of genial dis])osition, positive, blunt,

and straightforward in business, social and large-

hearted in all the relations of life, liberal in relieving

suffering, of winning personal magnetism and strong

home love. He was an attendant of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church (of which Mrs. Fox has been a faithful

and consistent member since 1833), and a liberal con-

tributor to its support. In person large and handsome,

a stranger would at once be attracted to him, and an

acquaintance would soon ripen into a finer friendship

as the result of the candor and integrity of his out-

spoken nature.

In politics Mr. Fox was an unyielding supporter of

the principles enunciated by Thomas Jefferson, and

he, with Andrew Jackson, believed that in Democ-
racy alone rested the glorious mission of preserving

the integrity of our Union, and giving "the greatest

good to the greatest number" of all our citizens.

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Fox are Mary (Mrs.

Charles C. Chadwick), now living at Detroit, ]\Iich.

;

Franklin, George, Emma (deceased), Cliarle-, and

Sarah Frances (Mrs. Nathan Murdough).

WILLIAM 11. TROWBRIDGE, M.D.

William H. Trowbridge was born in Danbury,

Conn., Feb. 2, 1822. His parents both came of good

old English stock, his father, James H. Trowbridge,

dating back through six generations direct to Thomas,

whose three sons, Thomas, James, and William, came

to America in 1634, and his mother, Mary (Banks)

Trowbridge, reaching through the Hoyt family back

to England also.

When William H. was two years old his parents

moved to Stamford, where his father engaged in the

manufacture of hats, which he followed until the

death of his wife, when he returned to that portion

of Danbury now called Bethel. William received

his early education in district and private schools, and

even in childhood developed a fondness for medicine,

but kei>t his prei'eronce secret, feeling that his j^arents

were not in such a financial condition as to jiroiierly

help him in pursuit of his studies. When about

seventeen he desired to engage as teacher in a district

school, but, yielding to his parents' wishes, he entered

as ajiproutice to a tailor in Bothel, then Danbury,
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and served faithfully until he was twenty-two years

old, preferring always, however, the cutting of clothes

to sewing them up. During these years his books

were not forgotten, but through his labors and the

attraction of youthful society, with its rides and

parties, the idea of surgery was ever before him,

and while here an accident brought this proclivity

into prominence. An old man, in an attempt at self-

destruction, cut his throat, and, in a village like

Bethel, everybody knew of it and thronged to see,

among the number was William, then eighteen

years old. The physician was, on his arrival, en-

gaged in dressing the gaping wound in the old

man's throat, with the aid of such help as could be

obtained from the inexperienced and faint-hearted

crowd. William was at once drawn, instinctively,

to imtient and physician. Seeing his interest, the

doctor said, " Young man, you are not pale ; take

hold of this and help me, and let these chicken-

hearts go away." The youth did such good service,

holding the lips of the wound, handling dressings,

etc., so well, that the physician. Dr. Hauford Bennett,

said, "Boy, you'll be a surgeon some day, and no

one can help it."

Finishing (prematurely) his trade, William went

to Stamford, married Miss Sylvia Peck, and soon

moved to Orange Co., N. Y., and after two years

spent in that State returned to Stamford and engaged

as teacher in the district school, where his early

school-days were spent. He succeeded, gained repu-

tation, and soon taught higher grades of school, all

of the time studying medicine diligently from 5 A.M.

till school-time, summer and winter, and laboring

with all his might in the school-room to provide for

his family and attend medical lectures. Teaching

and studying alternately, he attended one course at

Yale, two courses at New York College of Physicians

and Surgeons, and graduated at Yale Medical Col-

lege. After spending one year in the office with Dr.

George Lewis, in New York, he opened an office in

Stamford, where, excepting his army life, he has

enjoyed a thriving practice. In the late war of the

Rebellion, Dr. Trowbridge was first engaged as sur-

geon of the Twenty-third Regiment Connecticut

Volunteers. To this work he was impelled by a

sense of duty, and left a lucrative and fast increasing

practice solely to do good. His regiment proceeded

to New Orleans with Gen. Banks, and on arriving

there Dr. Trowbridge sought the medical director of

that department, and told him he came there for

work, and if he was needed anywhere he would be on

hand. As a result, during his stay in the department

there was not a battle fought in which he was not

called upon to give service. After the battle of La
Fouche Crossing he Avas called, without assistance, to

attend to more than two hundred wounded Confeder-

ate prisoners. Their injuries ranged from flesh

wounds to broken skulls and shattered limbs. He
commenced his work at four o'clock Sunday after-

noon, and worked incessantly, without sitting down
to eat, or sleeping, until Tuesday at midnight. The
day thereafter he was left in the rebels' hands with

the wounded, but by them kept in the same place and
service. This captivity lasted six weeks. Soon after

he accompanied his regiment to Connecticut, and
with it was mustered out of service on expiration of

term of enlistment. He was soon selected as surgeon

of board of enrollment in the Fourth District of Con-

necticut, and placed on duty at Bridgeport. He
attended so well to the duties that he held that posi-

tion till the close of the war, when he was again

honorably discharged, and returned to his home in

Stamford. He resumed his professional practice, and

from that time has been identified with the town, his

practice and reputation for skill increasing yearly.

Four of his children have attained maturity. The
oldest, a teacher, is married and father of four chil-

dren, yet Dr. Trowbridge remains young, and alert

and active as of yore. His talents are those of solid-

ity rather than brilliancy. He is not blatant, nor

freely expressive of his knowledge, but well posted

in his profession. He is not a boaster, and despises

one as much as an intriguer or trickster, and is

always on good terms with his brethren. He espe-

cially excels in surgery and midwifery. In both his

skill is from natural aptitude. His army experience

has largely aided his skill as a surgeon, while that of

midwifery has grown upon him, through the excep-

tionally large practice given him by his gentleness

and kindliness of manner, aided by an untiring

patience and a coolness that never flurries to hinder

his success or make nervous his patient. In this

deiDartment he stands at the head of his profession in

this section. For many years he has numbered more

than one hundred obstetric cases per annum, having

in one year one hundred and forty-four, out of a

total, in the town, of three hundred and fifty-four.

CIIAUNCEY AYRES, M.D.

The ancestor of the Ayres family in this country

was a Dr. Ayres, who was a surgeon in the British

army. He came to America with his regiment dur-

ing the Revolutionary war. After its close he re-

signed his commission and permanently located here.

He had a number of sons, one of whom settled in

Stamford. The first of the name recorded in Stam-

ford was Richard Ayres. He was a married man,

and his son Ebenezer, born in 1716 and married in

1739, had a son Reuben, born in 1741. Reuben was

the father of Jonathan, who married Deborah Sco-

field. They had nine children. Among these was

Frederick, born in 1782. He married Rebecca Sey-

mour, and of their numerous family of children

Dr. Chauncey Ayres was oldest.

Chauncey Ayres, M.D., was born in New Canaan,

Conn., Aug. 8, 1808. He graduated in medicine at

Yale College in 1831 ; first opened an office in Green-
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wich, and afterwards in New York, and was one of

the surgeons in the New York Cholera Hospital in

1832. He was for a time attached to the United

States Coast Survey as a surgeon. In 1834 he settled

permanently in Stamford, where he soon acquired a

good pi-actice, and where he has since been a resident.

His first wife was daughter of Dr. Percival, of Darien.

Their children were a son, now chief engineer

United States Navy, and three daughters. The
second wife was Julia A. Simpson, of Ikooklyn, N. Y.

They have had three children. Dr. Ayres is still in

active practice, and is the oldest practicing physician,

save one, in Fairfield County. Dr. Ayres has been

located in Stamford for forty-six years, and of all

who were practicing in the county in 1834, the year

he located here, all are dead but Dr. Ayres and Dr.

Mead, of Greenwich.

Dr. Ayres has enjoyed the confidence and esteem

of the community through a very long professional

life, has been called to fill various positions of honor

and trust, and to-day, among the many aspirants for

the popular good-will, none carry with them a greater

portion than Dr. Ayres, and no professional man, for

years, will have the broad circle of friends and the

extensive practice which he jjossesses.

CHARLES C. LOCK WOOD.

Charles C. Lockwood, son of Ebenezer and Polly

Lockwood, was born Aug. 26, 1823, in Stamford,

Conn. His father was a farmer and stock-dealer.

Hq also was born in Stamford. Mrs. Lockwood
died when Charles was three years old. After re-

maining with his father till he was about twelve

years of age, Charles M'ent to Olean, Cattaraugus Co.,

N. Y., with a cousin, Dr. Andrew Mead, and attended

school two years. Eeturning to his father's home
in Stamford, after a short attendance at school, he

sliipijed as a common sailor on a vessel leaving New
York. Following the sea tAvo years, he returned to

Stamford and taught district school for two years,

and then engaged in the cattle trade with his father,

buying cattle in Chicago, and other points in the

West and New York State, and shipping them to

various points in the Eastern States. After two

years' connection with his father, he engaged in the

business on his own account.

In 1858, while shipping cattle from Chicago, Mr.

Lockwood was injured on the New York Central

Eailroad, from which injuries he has never fully

recovered. He was going along the track, at night,

looking for the number of a car containing some of

his cattle, when he fell into a road running under the

track, and, among other injuries, received such a

shock to his nervous system that his eyes never have
had proper sight since. As soon as he could attend

to business he instituted a suit for damages against

the, railroad. This suit lasted fourteen years, going

from court to court, and from district to district, until

Mr. Lockwood received a decision ^rom the L'nited

States Supreme (Jourt awarding him fifteen thou-^and

dollars damages. This decision settled a qucKtion

never before adjudicated, that the release signed by

drovers to obtain transportation on a railroad does

not exonerate the company from damages for injuries

arising from their own neglect. To successfully com-

bat such a gigantic corporation, and carry on a ca.'H;

for so many years, required a will, an energy, and a

persistency which shows Mr. Lockwood to be a per-

son of no ordinary calibre. Men eminent in the law

have said that there was nol one other man in Amer-

ica who would have done this.

Since that decision was given Mr. I^ockwood has

lived on the old farm, near his place of birth, and is

considered a live, progressive farmer, and, with his

intelligent family, is making what may well be

termed a typical New England home. Dec. 30, 1851,

ho married Eliza A., daughter of Ellder. E. S. Ray-

mond, a Baptist clergyman of Westchester Co., N. Y.

She died Jan. 17, 185G. Their only child, Charles

Stanley, is also dead. April 11, 18G1, he married

Anna Rosselle, daughter of Nicholas and Elizabeth

Rosselle, of Lewis Co., N. Y. Their daughter Clara

was born May 23, 1870. Mr. Lockwood was an old

Henry Clay Whig, casting his first Presidential vote

for that statesman. Since the formation of the Re-

publican party he has acted and voted with it.

THEODOJIE J. DASKAM.

Theodore J. Daskam was born in Stamford, Conn.,

March 3, 1833. His grandfather, Capt. William Das-

kam, served under La Fayette in the Revolution, and

received his discharge direct from Washington. He
commanded a company in the war of 1812, and for his

services received a pension. His fomily consisted of

thirteen children, of whom Benjamin J., father of

Theodore, was youngest.

His birthplace was in that portion of Stamford

since set oft' as the town of Darien, and he was born

in January, 1810, and married Mary Ingraham, also

a native of Stamford. They had seven children. Mr.

Daskam first learned the carpenter's trade, but not

liking it went to Brooklyn, N. Y., and as a clerk

familiarized himself with mercantile pui-suit.-;. Re-

turning to Stamford, he engaged in trade, and is to-day

one of the oldest merchants here, having been in active

business for forty consecutive years, for thirty years

occupying the premises where he is now located. He
has been for yeai-s one of Stamford's representative

men, enjoying the confidence of his fellow-townsmon :

has worthily filled all of the various local offices and

represented his town in the State Legislature.

Mr. Daskam was the eldest of his lather's family,

and from his early youth assisted his fother in his

business, becoming chief manager, while his father

attended to the purchase of goods in New York. An
ardent believer in the principles of the Republican
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party, he has ever been active in their support, and

it is a token of the esteem and confidence with which

that party lield him, and the value they j^laced on his

services, that he received one of the first appointments

of President Lincoln. He was appointed postmaster

of Stamford by commission dating April 17, 1861.

This position he has held by commissions succes-

sively from Lincoln (1861-65), Johnson (1866), Grant

(1870-74), Hayes (1878), and is now one of the oldest

of these officials in the United States, three others

only dating back their appointment (approximatively)

to the same time. He was United States Deputy Col-

lector of Internal Revenue for nearly ten years, and,

by request of the tax-payers of Stamford, was ap-

pointed Assistant Assessor of Internal Revenue. He
held this office about three years, as long as there

was a necessity for it. During this period Mr. Daskam
was holding three Federal offices, and thus had three

distinct franking privileges.

In 1864 he was engaged in the insurance business,

and he now represents some of the best companies in

fire insurance, and the "Mutual Life" of New York
City.

He was one of the incorporators of the Gulf

Stream Engine Company, No. 2, of Stamford. He
was foreman of it for many years, and is now an active

member. The only time he has been off the rolls of

this company was while acting as chief engineer of

Stamford, which office he held for several years.

He cast his first vote for William T. Minor, who
was the Native American, or " Know-Nothing," candi-

date for Governor. Since the Republican party was

in existence he has supported its candidates, voting

for John C. Fremont for President in 1856.

He has for years held membership in Union Lodge,

No. 5, F. and A. M. ; was Senior Warden in 1858,

Master in 1860, and Treasurer from 1861 to 1864.

For about twenty years he has been a member of Rip-

powam Lodge, No. 24, I. 0. 0. F., and is a director in

Stamford Savings Bank.

Mr. Daskam is a man of thorough business quali-

ties, possessed of energy and force of character, and

at the same time has winning social qualities and a

large number of personal friends. He is always

awake and active in anything tending to advance,

elevate, or im])rove the interests of Stamford.

Mr. Daskam was married Dec. 6, 1864, to Sarah

Remer, daughter of Edward T. and Sarah (Remer)

Stanley, of New Haven, Conn. Their only child,

Walter Duryee, was born Sept. 18, 1865.

CHAPTER LXXIV.

STKATFOED.

Geographical—Topogi'apliicul—The Indians—Tlie Indian Purcliase—Set-

tlement of the Town—Homo-Lots and their Owners—Ecclesiastical

Troubles—Detailed Account of the Schisms which Eesulted in the

Settlement of Woodbnry—View of Ancient Stratford.

This town lies in the southeast part of the countyj

and is bounded as follows : On the north by Hunting-

ton and Trumbull ; on the east by the Housatonic

River, which separates it from the town of Milford, in

New Haven County ; on the south by Long Island

Sound ; and on the west by the towns of Bridgeport

and Trumbull. The town is generally level and re-

markably free from stone when compared with many
other towns in the county, and along the river and

harbor the land is rich and very fertile.

THE INDIANS.

It is evident that this section was from a remote

period a favorite resort for various Indian tribes, at-

tracted hither no doubt by the abundance of shell and

other fish. From time to time various relics of In-

dian occupancy have been unearthed, such as pestles,

stone hatchets, arrow-heads, etc., and vast deposits of

bleached shells may still be found marking their

favorite haunts.

Upon the advent of the white settler the natives

were numerous, but seemed to constitute no distinct

tribe, and were not of a warlike disposition. These

Indians belonged to Pagusetts, whose dominion ex-

tended to Derby, but were commonly styled Pequon-

nocks.

THE INDIAN PURCHASE.

The first purchase of the Indians was made in 163.9,

and included an area of ten miles square. Upon the

execution of this sale the Indians retired to their two

reservations, one at Golden Hill, Bridgeport, and the

other at Coram, on the borders of Huntington.

SETTLEMENT OP THE TOWN.

As stated above, the first purchase oflands was made
in 1639, and in that year also the permanent settle-

ment of the town was effected. The original j)roprie-

tors were seventeen in number, but their names have

not come to us. Neither did they all settle here. A
number simply " entered their rights" and sold.

The favorable location, abundance of fish, and fer-

tility of the meadows, however, soon attracted the at-

tention of others, and within ten years from the first

planting of the settlement it numbered a list of forty-

one names.

The following is a list of the early settlers, as they

appear on the land-records, between the years 1654

and about 1668. The numbers refer to the accompa-

nying map of ancient Stratford.

1. John Birdseye, Jr.

2. John Birdseye, Sr. The eastern half was in 1679 sold to Hezekiah

Dickinson, ancestor of President Jonathan Dickinson, of Princeton Col-

lege. H. Dickinson married a granddaughter of Kev. Adam Blakeman.
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3; Thomas (anil tlicn liis eon .loliii) Sliorwood.

4. Elizalietli ISoanlsloy (willow of ).

5 and 8. .rereniiali Jiuleon.

C. Jolin Minor.

7. William Uurritt.

0. Nathaniel I'ortor.

10. Daviil Mitchell, ancestor of the late Prof. Mitchell, of North

Carolina,

n. John Ilnrd.

72. 1 1st, Thomas Seahrook; then, 12tli, to .Tohn Birclseyo, Jr.,

13. i anil, loth, to Thoiiias Faircliilil, Jr.

14. John Peacock, and then to his daughters. Miss Phehe Burgess and

Mrs. Deborah (.Tames) Clarke.

1.5. Henry Wakelyn, now written Wakeleo.

IC. Tliomas Uffoot. This property is still in the family.

17. Robert Coe. Afterwards exchanged with Uffoot for a piece across

the street, which Uffoot had bought, and where the Goes have ever since

lived.

18. Samuel Sherman ; then John Picket. Mr. Sherman seems to have

afterwards moved to the western part of Stratford (Peqnonnock), and the

Pickets were among the first settlers of Durham.

19. Philip Groves, the first and only ruling elder in Stratford church.

20. Rev. Adam Blakeman, first minister of Stratford. His descendants

are written Blakeman and Blackman. His only daughter, Mary, mar-

ried Joshua Atwater, of New H.avon, and Rev. Thomas Higginson, of

Salem, Mass.

21. John Barloiv; then Joliii Jliird ; then lHyool ; then Coe.

22. Mr. Bryan bought of James Harvvood (original owner) and sold to

Rev. Adam Blakeman, who gave it to his son, Joseph B. Through J.

Harwood the Blakemans became acquainted with Joshua Scottow, mer-

chant of Boston, whose daughter, Rebecca, Benjamin Blakeman married,

23. Edward Higbee.

24. John Jenner; then John Wells; then Widow Elhaheth CHr^!s, who,

with her two sons, William and John, originated that name in Strat-

ford.

25. Arthur Bostwick.

20. Jeremiah Judson. His gravestone yet stands in Stratford.

27. Joshua Judson (brother of Jeremiah) ; then John Ilurd.

28. Thomas Fairchild, Sr.

29. Richard Booth, whose land extended beyond the lots north and ran

northerly to the rocks.

30. Isaac Nichols, Sr., west side ; Stiles Nichols, and then Caleb, east

side.

31. Adam Kurd.

32. Francis Nichols ; then Caleb Nichols.

33. Thomas Qiienlnj ; then Joshua Atwater ; then Henrtj TomUnson.

34. William Curtis; afterwards, west end, Thomas Curtis, who subse-

quently went, among the first settlers, to Wallingford.

35. Adam Hurd's duplicate lot.

3C. John Beach, ancestor of the Wallingford and Stratford name.

37. Joseph Hawley's original lot.

38. John Thompson.

38a. Francis Jecockes.

39. William Bead ; then, by exchange, t7b.se^/t ^/^((^c//.

40. William Crooker.

41. Joseph Judson ; in 1C40, William Judson, the father. The origi-

nal stone house stood about four rods from the northeast corner.

42. Rev. Zachariah Walker's half of parsonage lot.

43. Rev. Israel Chauncy's half of parsonage lot.

44. Hugh Grifiin; then John Wheeler.

45. Richard Harvey ; then John Bostwick ; then Congregational so-

ciety for parsonage.

40. Francis Hall.

47.
1
r John Blakeman.

48. A strip of lowland, given to widow of Abraliam Kimberly in lOSO.

49. Daniel Sherman, son of Samuel, Sr. ; then Ebenezer Sherman.

60. Common or highway, now the west half of B. Fairchild's lot. It

was originally the outlet of a short highway (coeval with the town set-

tlement) that passed from Main Street round the low, wot land, now W.
A. Booth's lot, and led into the old mill road through No. f-O, as above

said. Of this road the present burial-ground lane is all that encroach-

ments have left, from Main Street to the burial-place, though its width,

resurveyed and contirnifed in 1738, is above /our rods.

51. Land of Isaac Nicols.

52. House-lot of S.amuel Sherman, Jr. (now the RoswcU Judson lot).

53. The eastern section of the street, of which No. 50 was a portion.

54. John Beers; tlien Samuel Beers; then, after 17'/), Burt(*n, I'rindlc,

Tomlinxon, McKwen.
65. Nathaniel Foote; then IV'nJamiii Lcwlii; then Ojiigregatloiml

parish, for Mr. Cutler; then Rev. Mr. Gold.

50. I!urial-pliK:e.

57. Daniel Titterlon, Jr.

58. Tinjolhy Wilhtcxson.

59. Jabcz Ilai ger, who went to Derby at itH Hottlemcnt, 1C70.

01). Jolni Hull, ancestor of Oimmodore Xnaac ; wcut to Dcrb.v, 1C70.

01. John I'ickett; went to Durham.

Oi. Robert Lane; above him \\;m John Cooke, bounded north by Eitek

Lane or Street.

03; John Young, who died April, ICCl, and Iiiij lot went to John Ito«e
;

afterwards Robert Walker.

04. Thomas Wells, above whom James Blakeman owned eight acres.

05. .John Thompson, who lived on No. 38.

00, John Wells.

OOn, Diiniel Titterton', Sr.

cod. Jolni Willcoxson, Si'.

97. John l'e.at (sometimes spelt Peake).

08. Moses Wheeler; then, very soon, Richard Harvey; then liia sons-

in-law, Benjamin Peat and Thomn-s Hicks, of Long Island. Hicks' wife

first married, in 1G.">5, .Tolin Washborne. Thonias Hicks wa.s anceator of

Elias Hicks, the Quaker.

09. Thomas Curtis, fioin his father, John ( now Chatfield and Gorham

lots).

70. William Willcoxson, ancestor of all of that name in and of Strat-

ford.

71. William Beardslee, ancestor of all of that name in and of Strat-

ford.

72. John Brinsmade.

73. Nicholas Knell, whose wife was Gov. Francis Newman's daughter.

74. Robert Rise : then Wheeler ; then Richard Beach ; then Rev. Israel

Chauncy.

75. First church edifice and burial-ground.

70. Originally Uffoot's, who in 1001 sold to Nicholas Gray, from Flush-

ing, Long Island, who had a tide-mill where the lane or highway croaees

Little Neck Creek.

77. Granted in 1071 by town to N. Gray, if he maintain his dam wide

enough for a passable cartway.

78. Jehiel Preston, 1002.

79. Site of the second church edifice, from 1079 to 1743. Whitefield

preached In it, October 20, 1740.

80. Site of the third church edifice, from 1743 till burned by lightning

in 1785.

A. Site of first church edifice and burying-ground.

B. Site of second church edifice, fi om 1079 to 1743. Whitefield preached

in it, Oct. 20, 1740.

C. Site of third church edifice, from 1743 till burned by lightning in

1785.

D. Site of fourth church edifice, from 1780 to 1859.

Site of fifth church edifice. Erected in 1859.

E. Burial-place, opened 1G7S.

F. Site of first Episcopal church edifice in Connecticut, 1723, with its

graveyard, which still occupies the spot.

G. Site of second Episcopal church edifice, from 1744 to 1858.

Site of present Episcopal cluircli edifice, erected in 1858.

II. Methodist Episcopal church.

1. Richard Booth's house-lot.

J. Joseph Booth's house-lot.

K. John Booth's house-lot,

THE FIRST SETTLEMENT.

The first sottlemeiit was made at a place now known
as Sandy Hollow, an arm of the Sound or creek, which

penetrates a short distance from the Hoiisatonic River,

the ancient name of which was Potatuok.

ECCLESIASTICAL TROUBLES.

From the settlement of the little town until 1665

nothing occurred to mar its peace and prosperily.

In that year, however, a religious dissension arose

which tinally resulted in the sece-sion of a large and
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respectable number of the church and the coloniza-

tion of Woodbury.

The history of this schism is condensed from Coth-

ern's " History of Ancient Woodbury :"

"The first ministers in the colony being dead, and a

new generation coming on the stage of action, altera-

tions in respect to church membership, baptism, and

the mode of church discipline were imperiously de-

manded. Great dissensions on these subjects accord-

ingly arose in the churches at Hartford, Windsor,

Wethersfield, and other places, and continued in va-

rious parts of the colony from 1656 to about 1670.

The discord not only alfected all the churches, but it

'insinuated itself into all the affairs of societies,

towns, and the whole commonwealth.'
" About 166-1, while these contentions were going on

at Hartford and other places, the people at Stratford

fell into the same unhappy divisions and controver-

sies in regard to the same subjects.- During the ad-

ministrations of Mr. Blackman,* their first pastor, the

church and town enjoyed great peace, and conducted

their ecclesiastical affairs with exemplary harmony.

About 1663, being far advanced in years, he became

very infirm and unable to perform his ministerial

labors. The church, therefore, applied to Mr. Israel

Chauncy, son of President Charles Chauncy, of Cam-
bridge, to make them a visit and preach among them.

A majority of the church chose him for their pastor,

and in 1665 he was ordained in the independent

mode. But a large and respectable part of the church

and town Avere opposed to his ordination. It was

therefore agreed that if, after hearing Mr. Chauncy
a certain time, they should continue to be dissatisfied

with his ministry, they should have liberty to call and
settle another minister, and have the same j^rivileges

in the meeting-house as the other party. Accord-

ingly, after hearing Mr. Chauncy the time agreed

upon, and continuing to be dissatisfied with his min-

istrations, they invited Mr. Zachariah Walker to preach

to them, and finally chose him for their pastor. Both

ministers performed public worship in the same house.

Mr. Chauncy performed his services at the usual

hours, and Mr. Walker was allowed two hours in the

middle of the day. But, after some time, it so hap-

pened that one day Mr. Walker continued his services

longer than usual. Mr. Chauncy and his people, find-

ing that Mr. Walker's exercises were not finished, re-

tired to a private house, and there held their after-

noon devotions. They were, however, so much dis-

pleased that the next day they went over to Fairfield

and made a complaint to Maj. Gold, one of the mag-
istrates, against Mr. Walker. The major, upon hear-

ing the case, advised pacific measures, and that Mr.

Walker should be allowed three hours for the time of

his public exercises.

In May, 1669, these disputes came before the Gen-

eral Court, by petition of the parties, and

"
' Upon the petition of the church of Stratford, this court doth de-

clare that wliereas y churcli haue setled Mr. Chancey their officer and

doe desire tliat tliey may peaceably enjoy tlie full improuemeut of their

minister and administrations without liindreranse or disturbance, the

court grants their petition therein, onely the court seriously aduiseth

both parties to choose some indifferent persons of piety and learning to

compose their differences and setle an agreement among tliem, and that

till October Court tliere may be liberty for Mr. Walker to preach once

in the day, as they haue hitherto done by their agreement, the church

allowing him full three howei-s between the church two meetings for

the same.'t

" NQtwithstanding this advice of the General Court,

all attempts at a reconciliation were unsuccessful.

The parties became more fixed in their opposition to

each other, and their feelings and conduct more and

more unbrotherly. At length Mr. Chauncy and the

majority excluded Mr. Walker and his hearers from

the meeting-house, and they convened and worshiped

in a private dwelling. They were expelled in the

face of the recommendation of the court in October,

1669, advising them that

"
' This Court therefore recommend it to the Church of Stratford that

Mr. Walker haue liberty the one parte of tlie Sabboth, whether parte

Mr. Cliancy will, and that they would hold communion together in

preaching & prayer. But in case Mr. Chansey and the Brethren w*
him will not agree to that, it shall not be offensiue to this Court if Mr.

Wallcer and his Company doe meet distinctly elsewhere; prouideJ each

of tliem prouide well for tlie comfortable supply of their ministers. '{

" The principal cause of difference was in regard to

church membership, baptism, and the discipline of

church members. What the precise nature of the

controversy was could not be distinctly understood by

the most learned and pious even of that day. It was

the same as that which existed at Hartford, AVethers-

field, and other places. One would say, at this dis-

tance of time, that the question to be decided was,

Avhether the ' Half-way Covenant Practice' should be

introduced into the church or not. Upon this ques-

tion there was the most grave difference of opinion

among the best and most distinguished men in New
England. By this plan a person of good moral char-

acter might own or renew the covenant of bajstism,

confessing the same creed as members of churches in

full communion, and aflirming his intention of be-

coming truly pious in heart and in life, and have the

privilege of presenting himself and children for bap-

tism. Nor did the privilege stop here : he might also

present for baptism his grandchildren, children bound

to him as apprentices, and even his slaves, by giving

a pledge for their religious education. Persons thus

owning the covenant were considered church members

to all intents and purposes, excejjt that they might

not come to the communion table. For conduct un-

becoming church members they could be and were

dealt with and punished in the same manner as mem-
bers in full communion. In this way a church could

never run down in point of numbers, so long as uncon-

verted jjersons enough to keep it up were willing to

own the covenant of baptism. Abundant proof of

the foregoing statements is found in the first book of

* Trumbull's Hist, of Conn. f Trumbull's Colonial Records, p. 110. t Ibid., p. 121.
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ministerial records of the Second Church of Stratford,

now the First Church of Woodbury, happily in a fine

state of preservation. Consequent ujton tills practice

baptisms followed close upon birtlis
;
very many in-

stances may be found upon these records where the

child was but from one to eight days old at the time

of the ceremony. If the child appeared to be in

danger of " non-continuance," it was baptized on the

day of its birth. The children of ministers, deacons,

and other leading men in the church were generally

less than a week old when presented for baptism.

Young persons did not usually own the covenant till

they became parents, and wished baptism for their

children.

" Previous to 1650 great watchfulness had been ex-

ercised to admit only such as gave visible evidence of

piety. The choice of pastors, also, had been confined

exclusively to the church, and nearly all the honors

and offices of the colony had been distributed to pro-

fessors of religion, who in the New Haven colony

were the only ones possessed of the right of suffrage

in meetings of a political character. In the colony of

Connecticut, not only these, but also other orderly in-

dividuals, having a certain amount of property, were

entitled to the privilege of being admitted freemen.

During the lives of the early fathers little trouble had

arisen on these points, nearly all the first emigrants

being professors of religion. But this generation had

passed away and a new one had succeeded, many of

whom, on account of their not belonging to the

church, were excluded from their proper influence in

community. Most of them had been baptized, and,

by virtue of this, it was claimed that they might own
their own covenant, have their children baptized, and
thus periietuate the church. All New England be-

came interested in this controversy, and in 1G57 the

matter in disjmte was referred to a council of the

principal ministers, who met at Boston and de-

clared,

—

"
' Tliiit it was tlie duty of those come to years of discretion, baptized in

infancy, to own the covenant ; that it is tlie duty of tlie cliurch to call

them to this ; that if they refuse, or are scandalous in any other way,

they may ho censured by tlio churcli. If they understand the grounds

of religion, are not scandalous, and solemnly own the covenant, giving

up themselves and their children to the Lord, baptism may not be denied

to their children.'

" In consequence of this decision many owned their

covenant, and presented their children for baptism,

but did not unite with the church in the celebration

of the supper nor in most other duties of members in

full communion. Hence it was termed the half-way

covenant. In process of time the privilege here men-
tioned was enlarged in some of the churches. Many
churches in Connecticut never adopted this practice,

and towards the end of the eighteenth century it was
generally abandoned throughout New England.

"The first church at Stratford would not adopt this

practice, althougli'a large and influential part of its

members were in favor of it, together with a majority

of the town, who were not church members. Eev.

Mr. Chauncy, who was not in favor of the practice,

was settled over the church in Stratford in 10G5,

though there was strong ojjposition to liirn on tliis

and otiier accounts. Tiie efforts of the dissenting

party to settle their difliculties seem to liave been

sincere. Their communications to tlieir brethren

were couched in respectful and brotherly terms, and
their arguments were not easily refuted. In fact,

little pains seem to have l)een taken ]>y tlio churcli

proper during the whole controversy to answer tlie

reasoning of the dissatisfied party, but it seemed
rather to throw itself back On its dignity, with an in-

tention of allowing the malcontents to take their own
course. The latter were in the majority in the town-

meetings, and John Minor, one of their leaders, wa.s

town clerk during the whole time of the controversy,

and for several years after, with the excejjtion of a

year.

" The controversy opened with a letter to Mr.

Chauncy from eight of the dissatisfied party. It was

a respectful and kind letter, offering to forget pa.st

grievances and soliciting a union witli the rest of the

church in a truly fraternal and Christian feeling, but

received no attention, either from Mr. Chauncy, or

the remainder of the church, who were of his way of

thinking. Accordingly on the 9th of the following

month, the dissentients addressed thcni another let-

ter in the same spirit, still further making known
their wishes, and mildly reproaching them for their

want of courtesy and kindness.
" By this letter their desire to be reconciled to the

church was so great, that they were willing to be

again examined in regard to their ' fayth and knowl-

edge,' that the church might be convinced that their

2)eculiar views had not, in any manner, undermined

their religious principles, or purity of character.

More than two months elapsed before any answer

was vouchsafed them.
" Then they received a rather short and crispy re-

ply to letters as humble and inoftcnsive as the two

former had been. The ' Church' begins with calling

the dissenters ' neig/ibors,' and ends with character-

izing them as ' the men.' They assume a very lofty

and somewhat arrogant tone ; . sufficiently so, one

would think, to have prevented further eflbrts towards

an accommodation of their diflerenceis. This was un-

doubtedly written by i\Ir. Chauncy, the former letters

having been addressed to him, and it is jirobablo that

the remainder of the papers on the side of the church

were written by him.

"Although^ by this communication thoy had been

flatly refused admittance to the church, even on a

satisfiictory examination, yet they pci-severed in their

eflbrts to accomplish the desired end. It is to be

recollected that Stratford belonged to the Connecti-

cut colony, and consequently had otlier freemen be-

sides the members of the church. The freemen joined

with the dissentients in their efibrts. It is to be
further noted that Mr. Chauncy had been settled by
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a majority of the members of the church alone, the

other freemen of the town having no voice in the

matter. As by the laws of the colony they were

obliged to pay taxes for his support equally with the

church members, they wished a voice in the selection

of the minister. Tlie dissenting part of the church,

together with the other freemen of the town, as we
have seen, constituted a majority in the meetings of

the freemen. So that, although the church could

choose and settle a minister, it took a majority of the

voters of the town to provide for liis support. Failing,

as individuals and members of his church, to effect an

arrangement with Mr. Chauncy, they held a town-

meeting and passed a vote embracing the conditions

under which they would contribute to his support.

" It does not appear that Mr. Chauncy made any

reply to this proposition, contained in said vote,

though, as the matter had now assumed a serious

aspect, it was doubtless discussed during the next few

months with much frequency by the two parties.

Efforts were also made by the minority of the church,

together with others of the town, to procure another

minister for themselves, probably with the tacit con-

sent of the other party ; and it would seem that they

applied to Mr. Peter Bulkley to preach to them. It

does not appear, however, that they were successful in

obtaining him. But later in the year the two parties

were able to agree that each party should have its own
minister, and also agreed upon a division of the land

sequestered for the use of the ministry between the

two ministers.

" At the October session of the General Court in

1667 this action of the parties was ajjproved and es-

tablished, on motion of Ens. Joseph Judson.
" Early in the year 1668 the minority engaged Rev.

Zachariah Walker, of Jamaica, L. I., to perform jjas-

toral labors among them. Having obtained a minister,

they perceived they had no house of their own to wor-

ship in. They had contributed equally with Mr.

Chauncy's party towards the construction of the

meeting-house occupied by the first church, and the

first idea that occurred to them was that they might

agree Avith the other party to allow Mr. Walker to

preach onei^art of each Sabbath in the meeting-house,

and Mr. Chauncy the other part, thus joining the two

congregations. They accordingly made known their

proposition to Mr. Chauncy's party, to which they

received two elaborate answers, in better sjjirit than

former communications, and in which the plain word
' neighbors' had been exchanged for ' loving neigh-

bors.'

" In this letter it was proposed that the meetings be

united. But this evidently was not the best way of

obtaining the end desired. Although their differ-

ences might not be ' fundamental,' as admitted

in this communication, yet their opinions being so

diverse in regard to church membership, they could

hardly have been much ' edified' in being obliged to

listen to the defense of what they did not believe. It

would be not unlike the mingling of the worship of

the various religious denominations of the present

day. While the ministers might have confined them-

selves to points upon which all agreed, they would be

in danger of treading, at times, on forbidden ground.
" It seems that Mr. Walker's party was becoming

somewhat incensed at the disposition shown by the

other party. A question of veracity is raised be-

tween them, and we begin to see how really good

men, as the individuals comjDosing both these parties

undoubtedly were, may forget themselves and do

things unworthy of their position and character.

Some of the men of these two parties were among the

leading men in the colony, and none were more fre-

quently appointed by the General Court to act on

committees for composing similar differences else-

where than they. At the close of the communication

they gave notice of their intention of occupying their

joint property, the meeting-house, on the next Sab-

bath. This design was not carried into execution,

but the matter was compromised by allowing Mr.

Walker two hours in which to hold his services in

the meeting-house on the Sabbath, in the middle of

the day, between the two services of Mr. Chauncy,

till the meeting of the General Court in May, 1669.

"Their principal difficulty continued to be in re-

gard to the manner in which they should ' enjoy the

meeting-house.' Without reflecting upon the matter,

one might say that the simplest way of arranging the

difficulty would have been to have built another

church. But it is to be borne in mind that the

country was new and the inhabitants poor. It was

a great undertaking to erect a suitable building, and

heavy taxes for years were necessary to be laid to

comjjlete it.

"The first church petitioned the General Court to

take the case into consideration, and do something.

" The court took the case into consideration, as de-

sired, confirmed their choice of Mr. Chauncy, advised

both parties to choose 'some indifferent persons of

piety and learning to compose their differences,' and

gave Mr. Walker liberty to occujiy the church three

hours each Sabbath, in the middle of the day, between

Mr. Chauncy's two services, till the October session.

Previous to this session several attempts were made
by the parties to carry out the advice of the court to

submit their differences to arbitration, and several

extended and learned communications passed between

them. They, however, resulted in no definite action,

as they could not agree upon the points to be sub-

mitted to the arbitrators.

" At the October session the matter was again be-

fore the court, Avhich passed a resolution advising the

first church to comply with the desire of Mr. Walker's

party, to have union services, allowing Mr. Walker to

preach one part of each Sabbath. Some communica-

tions passed between the parties in relation to this

advice, but the first church, instead of granting them

this privilege, Avhich they had so long sought, excluded
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them from the house entirely. After suffering this

indignity they only addresfted a letter to the first

churcli, eonipliiining of the injustice done them, and

proposed to divide the town into two i)iirts, that they

might go and live by themselves and have no more

dissension. They further inform them that they shall

ask the same of the General Court.

" They did apply to the General Court at its session

in October, making the same j)roi)osal, and a commit-

tee consisting of Captain Nathan Gold, Mr. James

Bishop, Mr. Thomas Fitch, and Mr. John Holly was

appointed

"To viewe the said lands desired, and to meet somo tinio in November

next to consider of the nfoarsayd motion, and to labour to worko a com-

])lyance between those two parties in Stratfonl ; and if tlieir endeauonres

prone unsuccessful tlion they are de^^ir'cd and ordered to make I'eturiio

to the Court in May next what they judg expedient to be attended in tlio

case."

" Nothing was effected by this committee, nor did

they even report to the General Court, as directed.

There is no record of any other action in the matter,

on the part of the authorities of the colony, till May,

1672, when, as we have seen, on the advice of Gov.

Winthrop, Mr. Walker and his church were allowed

to found a new town at Pomperaug.

"For two years after Mr. Walker was called to

preach to the dissenting party in Stratford he had

done so without ordination. Amid the other diffi-

culties under which they labored, they had found no

opportunity to accomplish this desirable point. But

now, being taunted by the first church on account of

their disorganized state, being excluded the meeting-

house, and there being no longer any hope of arrange-

ment with the other party, they took the necessary

steps to ' embody in church estate.'

"At the ordination of Mr. Walker his church con-

sisted of twenty male members. This number was

as large as that of the other churches at their organiza-

tion up to this date, with the exception of those in four

or five of the larger towns. Seven more were added

a few days after, and four males and six females were

also added previous to the removal to Woodbury, in

1672. More than one-third of these were members by
the half'-Avay covenant system, yet it is seen that they

subscribed and publicly owned the same covenant as

those in full communion. This practice went on, and
this identical covenant was owned, during the minis-

try of Mr. Walker and that of the Rev. Mr. Stoddard,

the second minister, till the ordination of Rev. Noah
Benedict, the third minister, in 1760, ninety years

from the first gathering of the church, when it Avas

abolished.

"In 1672, by permission of the General Court, the

second church of Stratford made preparations for

removing to Pomperaug, and early the next year a

majority of its members emigrated thither. Mr.

Walker ministered to his church in both places till

June 27, 1678, when he took up his abode perma-

nently in Woodbury. The settlers had now become
so numerous that it was no longer problematical that

the settlement would be permanent. After the

troubles in Stratford were settled by wdonizing the

new town, and the angry feelings that had Ijeen

aroused had siibsid(;d, both Mr. Chauncy, who Wiw an

able and learned man, and Mr. Walker became sen-

sible that their conduct towards each other during the

long controversy had not at all times l)een brotherly,

and after some time made concessions to each other,

became perfectly reconciled, and conducted them-

selves towards each other with commejidaide affec-

tion. The two churches were also on the most

friendly terms, and Mr. Chauncy, in 1702, after the

death of Mr. Walker, assisted at the ordination of Mr.

Stoddard, his successor in the ministry."

VIEW OF ANCIENT STRATFORD.

" The primitive settlers of Stratford were of respect-

able origin, though in hundjle circumstances a.s to the

luxuries and many of the conveniences of life. The
very causes and conditions of the Puritan exodus to

New England insured among the first-comers good

character and, to a remarkable extent, more than or-

dinary respectability of social j)osition. Their plain

and even scanty household equipment in their new
homes, their want of money, and other usual acces-

sories of gentility are readily explained without dis-

paragement of their previous standing. In that day

of comparative rudeness in the furniture and api)li-

ances even of aristocratic life, little miglit be ex-

pected in the dwellings or the style of younger or

collateral branches of ancient and dignified families.

Besides, the stress under wdiich our fathers came out

of England subjected them to much sacrifice and loss.

Their chief men shared with the rest in privations.

Deputy Governor Dudley himself, in !March, 1631,

writes, ' Having yet no table nor other room to write

in tlian by the fireside, upon my knee, in this sharp

winter,' etc. Necessity compelled every one to ac-

quire such aptness as he might in all manual labor,

for which the help of a skilled mechanic could not

readily be obtained or aftbrded. But however nar-

row or humble the lot of the first planters, they be-

longed for the most part to the better classes of Eng-

lish society. ' Actual examination' (says Hollister,

'Hist. Conn.') 'shows that more than four-fifths of

the early landed proprietors of Hartford, Wethers-

field, and Windsor belonged to families that had arms

granted them in Groat Britain.' This fact applies also

to the settlers in Stratford, several of whom were of

very ancient and honorable lineage in the mother-

land.

" The great simplicity of manners and superior re-

gard for heavenly above secular distinctions among
our ancestors induced much neglect of ancestral

titular pretensions, the very tradition of which in

many cases liad expired, until revived by antiquarian

researches or the usually vain attempt to secure prop-

erties lying in the family name unclaimed in England.
" A single fact deserves luUe in judging the re-
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sources of Stratford planters, as compared with those

at New Haven, Hartford, and elsewhere. While in

these latter places the people were convened for wor-

ship, and on other public occasions, by drum or horn,

or the blowing of a shell, Stratford enjoyed from the

beginning a church-bell. Whether it were a special

boon, or is indicative of superior means, cannot be

determined.

"The earliest houses, besides their smallness and

cheap construction, must have been very bare of com-

fort and attraction. When Deputy Governor Dudley,

of Massachusetts, already named, built a house for

himself in 1632, and was censured of some for wain-

scoting it in time of such impoverishment and need,

he showed that this alleged extravagance consisted

merely of ' clapboards nailed to the wall, in form of

wainscot.'

" The ordinary dwellings were log huts, which gave

place after some years to frame houses, larger indeed,

yet, by our present standard, generally very humble

and poor.

" Glass and nails were expensive, imported luxu-

ries, if indeed the former could be afforded. Hence
the windows were small and few. Aged people were

living not long ago who remembered when nails were

at two shillings per pound. In 1674, 1000 shingle-

nails were inventoried at 13 shillings sterling. The
price of a house in 1664 is £20; another, in 1674,

£22. The inventories of estates from 1650 to 1674,

on Stratford records, disclose no glassware, only one

carpet, one silver spoon, no chinaware, nor any crock-

ery, excepting two shillings' worth of earthenware.

The common utensils were of pewter, iron, or wood.

For money values barter was substituted, and the

General Court regulated for this purpose the commer-

cial worth of corn, peas, wheat, beef, pork, cider, etc.

Wampum was likewise legalized as money. It was

neatly made, the white of the core of the periwinkle

and the black of muscle-shell, each strung in parcels,

the white at six for a penny and the black at three

for a penny. The strings represented respectively, in

white wampum, one jjenny, three pence, twelve pence,

and five shillings; and, in black, two pence, six pence,

two shillings and sixpence, and ten shillings.

" In 1660 summer wheat was current at 4s. Qd. per

bushel; winter wheat, Ss.; peas, 3s. 6d ; Indian corn,

3s. In 1678 a mill was sold for £140, payable in pork,

wheat, rye, Indian corn, beef, and ' £40 in good and

well-conditioned winter cider, made in October.'

" In 1707 a house and lot in Main Street, with 24

acres of land (the house-lot being that now Thomas
Stratton's), were given by Samuel Hawley, Jr., for a

negro man.
" Salaries were paid in produce. The first instance

of payment in money to the minister here was in 1714,

when Rev. Timothy Cutler, then pastor in Stratford,

was allowed for his stipend of £140 (produce pay)

£93 6«. 8c?. in paper money of the colony, a ditference

in favor of the jjaper bills of 33^ per cent. Lands

were for a long time extremely cheap. Their value

in Stratford was not less than in the other thriving

towns, yet in 1665 they are appraised : village lots,

25s. per acre
;
unimproved lands, 12o?. per acre.

" Contributions for benevolent objects, which were

not unknown from the earliest times, were paid in

produce. In 1664, at the instance of the Rev. Mr.

Shepard, of Cambridge, funds were collected in the

colonies for the indigent students. These collections

were repeated from time to time. In 1646, Stratford

gave £6 14s., for which it is credited on the books of

Harvard College. The produce thus donated was

shipped to Boston, and the granary building, used as

a i-eceptacle for such collections, is said to have given

name to the 'Granary Burial-Ground, as it is still

termed, in Tremont Street, near Park Street Church,

Boston.' "

—

Swan.

CHAPTER LXXV.

STBATFOKD (Continued).

THE REVOLUTION, Etc.-

Gen. David Wooster—Stratford in 1781—Olden Time Accounts—Slavery

—Old Fishing Place—Incident of 1812—The Stratford Post-Offlce.

Stratford responded promptly to the patriot call,

and of her gallant sons who risked their lives in that

arduous struggle conspicuously stands the name of

the intrepid Wooster, who fell on that fatal day at

Ridgefield.

" Daniel Wooster, the martyr to American liberty,

was born in Stratford, Conn., March 2, 1710-11 (old

style), and was the youngest of six children. He was

educated in the Puritan principles of New England,

and after he came to manhood entered Yale College,

where he graduated in 1738, in the twenty-eighth

year of his age."

In Peters' " General History of Connecticut," pub-

lished in London in 1781, the following reference is

made to Stratford :
" Stratford lies on the west bank

of the Osootonic River, having the sea or Sound on

the south. There are three streets running north and

southj and two east and west. The best is one mile

long. On the centre square stands a meeting-house

with steeple and bell, and a church with steeple, bell,

clock, and organ. It is a beautiful place, and from

the water has an appearance not inferior to Canter-

bury. The people are said to be the most polite of

any in the colony."

OLDEN TIME ACCOUNTS, Etc.

The following extracts from an account-book kept

by John Blackleach, of Stratford, " begun March 23,

1756," give a glimpse of olden time prices for various

commodities and rates of labor

:
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October 10, 1750.

Capt. AdnniH, Dr.

to a Horso to Woodbury 0 2 0

to Soul LeatbtT for a jiuir of Shosc 0 1 0
to a Horse to New Haven 0 2 2

to one pair of oxoii one Day 0 10
to Two Hands and Team one Day 0 8 0

to a Horse to Fairfield (t 2 0

to t'asb Six Sliillings paid liy Sliidniur 0 0 0
to Hair Hiisliel of liaiii(ty Molt 0 I I!

to one Busliel of Ears of (Jorn 0 10
to one Bnsliel (jf Corn 0 2 0
to Boson to Kill two Hopgs 0 0 8

to a Unsbel and lialf of Turnups 0 10
to nialiing a Shirt for Elijali 0 3 0

to making one more 0 3 0
to makin;; two Shirts 0 8 0

1758.

to two Bushel of Barley Molt 0 2 0

to a man and yoke of oxon one Day 0 3 0
to num and Team one Day 0 0 0
to Boson one Day 0 2 0
to Bushel of Corn 0 2 0
to Boson and Team part of a Day 0 5 0
to Carting two Lood of Wood 0 1 0
to Carting part of a Day 0 2 0
to Carting a Lood of Wood 0 0 6
to a peck of Corn 0 0!)
to a pound of Butter 0 0 8
to Carting wood part of a Day 0 4 0
to Kleven pound of Cheese 0 4 0
to a pound of Butter 0 0 8
to a Day and Half 0 3 0
to Carting a Lood of wood 0 0 0
to Ca!'ting a Lood of wood 0 0 0
to piustering y Horse 2 weeks 0 2 0
to Half pound of Butter 0 0 4
to Eighten pound and half Beaf. 0 4 7

29 July, 1761.

Joseph Smith, Dr.

half Busel of Corn 0 10
Carting a Lood of Hay 0 16
two Bushel of oats 0 2 0
half Bushel of Corn 0 13
half a Bushel of Corn 0 13
Six ounces of flax 0 0 3
Ten ounces of flax 0 0 4
Bnsliel of Rie 0 2 6
Bushel of Hie 0 2 0
Making a Shirt 0 3 0

July 14, 1758.

paster y Colt 2 Weks 0 14
two Bushel of Corn in Ears 0 2 6
one Bushel of Con in Ears 0 13
Kiting one pair of Stockings 0 3 0
Carting a Lood to the fere 0 5 6
a Small Chees weigh'' 2 pound and half. 0 0 10
pound of flax 0 0 0
my Self and Team part of a Day 0 2 0
making a Shir 0 3 0
Lood of Hay 0 14 0
7 pound and Six ounces of Chees 0 2 6
Bushel of Ears of Corn 0 13
half Buslie) of Corn 0 13
7 Bushel of Turnups 0 7 0
4 pound and quarter of tow 0 10
7 pound and ten ounces of Beaf. : 0 13
pound and quarter of Sewit 0 0 5
two pigs 0 14 0
the youse of a Small pen 0 3 0
a Lood of hay 0 14 O

Dec. 10, 17G1.

Busliel of Corn 0 3 0

January 2, 1702.

Boson and Team one Day 0 6 0
fourteen pound of flax whicli you Had in 1761
Charged in 1762 0 7 0

Angst., 1762.

Bushel of Wheet 0 5 0

Oct'. 20, 1762.

two Barils of Cyder
part of a Load of Hay mo"d & by himself

10 Day of August, 1767.

Mr. Seth Crniu, Dr.

to 3 Peks of Indian Corn 0 0 10
Horse to Cary a Grist to Darby Mill ; 0 10
a Hoiee to Hubbel I'uUings 0 0 6

16 Dec.
£ «. d.

BoHtjn and team 0 2 0

Doc. 28.

Boson and team one Day 0 5 0

May.

Horse, fishing & Carring flsh to market 0 .'i 0

}4 Bushel of Hoed Ojrn 0 16
to my Horse, a fishing and t<> Cary the Fl«h to

market 0 3 0
Buslnd & half Corn 0 3 0

June.

Georgo one Day to How 0 2 C

July.-

onc Busliel of Indian Corn 0 2 6

Aug'.

two Bushels and half Seed Rie 0 8 9
one BukIh 1 Rie and a I'eck 0 4 2
yoke of (Jxciii til Cart Cyder 0 10
I'ound Butter at 10d 0 0 10
I'astering Cow about 2 weeks 0 16
5 I'ound 10 Ounces Chees 0 2 0

Nov., 1769.

1 It). Butter 0 0 9
my marc to Geo : Tonisons 0 0 8

to Schooling your Children 0 2 9
1 pound lit Butter 0 0 9

^ 1 Bushel of Corn 0 2 0
this ac' in I'age 52.

Contra By Barils 112
James Wells, Dr.

Wliippos Boards Sold to Silas Hubbel 3 13 0
to Benton Dayton 4 2 0

7 15 0

August y 5, 1761.

Fith Kiniberly, Dr.

Half Bushel Wheet 0 3 0
Souling a pair of Shoues 0 2 0
a pair of Shoues for y Wife By M'. Deforest 0 6 0
Cash 0 16
two Bushel Ears of Corn 0 2 6

Jany. 27, 1702.

Boson and team to Cart a Lood from Npaster
point 0 10 0

10 July.

Six pound of Veal 0 13
Au'. 21.

half of a Lam 0 4 0

Nov. 22.

Cash 0 12
1 11 5

About Angus 25, 1763.

Isaac Hill, Dr.

to half Bushel wheet 0 2 6
two I'ound taler 0 10
Beaf Eleven Bound quarter 0 2 10

23 De'., '63.

Bushel of Jlesling 0 4 6

7 January, 1704,

Six Pound Same two ounces of flax 0 2 11
Cash to rhineas Hill p' onler 10 0

1 13 9

Is-nac Hill, Dr.

Pound Buter, 18d 0 0 S
Pound Butter 0 0 8
4 pound & 2 ounces of fat 0 i i

1766.

one Pair Shoues 0 4 0
1 Bushel of C<u'u 0 2 6
10 iHiund of pork 0 2 10
2 Bushel of Corn In the Ears 0 3 0
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20 Aiigt., 17G5.

M"-. Ogdin Mallary, D'.

£ s. d.

2 Load hay 1 10 0
1 q«. Bum at 2s. Gd 0 2 6

to my Hors to Dover 0 6 5
to my Hors two Day 0 2 0
to my team to Cart liay 0 4 6
Isshmil lial Day 0 3 0
6 Days ^ 0 19 9

2 yoke of oxon two Days 0

7)4 Days one yoke oxon 0
Bushel of wheat Caried home
not Kecken'i.

2 Bushels and half SowJ.
12 Pound 2 ounces of Neck Beaf 0 1 10
4 Pound Beaf 0 0 10
1 Bushel wlieat 0 4 6

CERTIFICATE AND EMANCIPATION.

" This may certify that on the day of the Date of this Certificate before

lis the Subscribers, two of the Justices of the peace in Stratford, in the

County of Fairfield, personally appeared Thaddeus Benedict, Esq"'., of

said Stratford, and made known to us that he was the lawful owner and

possessor of a certain Negro man named Cato James, and that he was

desirous to emancipate said Cato agreeably to tlie Statute law in that

case made and provided; whereupon we called said Cato, and an actual

examination and enquiry found him to be in good health and desirous

of being made free, and that he was over the age of twenty-five and

under the age of Forty-five.

" Certified by us this 28«ii day of September, 1799, at Stratford afore-

said.

" Abijah Steeling,

"Abijah MoEwen,
Justices of Peace.^^

" Know all men by these Presents that I, Thad. Benedict, of Stratford,

in Fairfield County, in consideration of the above Certificate and other

and divers good causes and considerations me thereunto moving, do

hereby for myself, my heirs, Executors, and administrators, forever

emancipate and make free the above-described Slave named Cato James,

and him do set at Liberty.

" Witness my hand & Seal the 28"' day of Septemb', 1799.

'• Thad. Benedict.

"Witnesses:

"Abijah Sterling.

"Abijah McEwen."

"Fairfield County, ss. ;

"On the Day and Date within written Personally appeared Thad.

Benedict, Esq'., and acknowledged the within emancipation to be his

free act and Deed before me.
" Abijah Sterling,

" Jntit. Peace."

PISHING-PLACE.

" Know all Men By these Presace that we, Silas Hnbbill, Phineas

Blacknian, James Liilingston, and Sam'. Curtis Southwortli, all of Strat-

ford, Did on the Second Day of June, 1790, go and Clear a fishing place

in the Main Chanil on the Easterly fiat, then Kuning the pint of Com-
pass, Bringing the Old field Rocks So Called to Bar West Northwest,

thence Euning East, till it Brings quimbera Neck pint in a South

Line."

Oyster-planting Avas commenced in this town in

1844, and has been followed somewhat extensively

since. The cultivation of clams is of more recent

date.

Wm. A. Lewis's oyster-bed is situated on Sea View
Avenue, West Stratford, fronting Bridgeport harbor

and Long Island Sound. His beds extend a mile or

more easterly from his residence inside the beach, and
what is known as Marsh Creek. Also a bed of oysters

and clams in front of his residence, and also a bed of

oysters in the harbor. It is claimed that the oysters

and clams grown in this vicinity are unsurpassed.

INCIDENT OP THE WAR OF 1812.

" The only military engagement which ever took

place within town limits occurred in the war of 1812.

There had been for some time rumors that the British

were preparing to devastate the coasts of Connecticut,

and when one of the enemy's men-of-war anchored

off Stratford lighthouse, a thrill of terror ran through

the entire town. The authorities met, and it was

decided to take instant measures for safety, to post a

militia guard near the point, which should keep watch

for the invaders, detect their mancBuvres, and oppose

them if they attempted to land. A sergeant and six-

teen men were selected for this dangerous task. 'Not

a drum was heard' as the armed company, with great

caution and secrecy, proceeded to their post, every

man sworn to do his duty. The shades of night never

descended more heavily than upon this band of de-

voted patriots, who felt that not only the destinies of

Stratford depended upon their bravery, but the fate

of their wives and children as well. The night was

black, a driving wind tore the clouds overhead, and

the breakers roared against the light-house rocks.

Strange sounds were heard, which awoke the direst

consternation among the watchers. Unaccountable

gleams were seen overhead. Inspired by a belief

that the enemy might be at hand, the sergeant val-

iantly crept along the sands, climbed a low slope,

stretched himself flat on the ground, and waited.

For a time all was still : then all at once he saw

clearly that something moved. It moved again, and

yet again ! There could be no doubt but what the

British were upon them. 'Scatter, men! scatter!'

he ci'ied frantically at the top of his voice, and his

men, faithful to the least word of their commander,

scattered. As daylight gradually made the situation

visible, the valiant warriors crawled out of their vari-

ous hiding-places and looked each other in the face.

The British man-of war was nowhere to be seen ; all

that remained to show what the dangers of their

midnight encounter had been were the three mullein-

stalks which the sergeant had seen waving in the

wind. The comrades swore a sacred oath, and de-

clared they would keep it with an equal mind, that

the story of the night's adventure should never be

told ; and with that veil drawn over the secret the

conquering heroes returned home to their breakfasts.

Two hours afterwards, as the sergeant was chopping

wood in his door-yard, one of his neighbors who had

not served on military duty, looked over the fence

and said, with a grim smile, ' Scatter, men ! Scatter !'

The story was too good to keep."

—

Mrs. Kirk.

THE STRATFORD POST-OFFICE.

It is evident that rotation in oflice—at least, so far

as postmaster was concerned—was not a fundamental

principle underlying the government of Stratford, for

David Brooks ofiiciated in that capacity half a cen-

tury !

"If I could but summon up the old postmaster,
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David Brooks," says Mrs. Kirk, " as a witness of tlic

good feeling that ke])t him in ofIi(te lialf a century,

secure in tlie affection of friend and adversary, we

should see that Presidential elections might be robbed

of half their terrors. Is there anywhere now in tlic

land such a post-office as he kept in a little store,

where the sunniest and pleasantest corner was pro-

vided with cushioned seats for the comfort of the

venerable men who ' most did congregate' to meet the

arriving post-bag? This generation knows nothing

of the pleasurable excitement of having a mail come

in. There are nimble fingers and miraculous methods

nowadays, and pajjcrs and letters are whisked into

boxes which show one at a glance what is in store.

No such convenient and undignified proceedings were

possible when Mr. Brooks was in power. From the

moment his trembling old hands grasped the bag and

slowly inserted the key until a litter of letters and

papers from East and West and North and South was

spread on the counter before him, he gradually swelled

with importance and solemnity. His was no careless

guardianship : marvelous precautions would he take

lest the letters should get into wrong hands when they

left his own ; in fact, from the fierceness of his look

and attitude, one might have supposed that he re-

garded the claimant of a letter as an intruder on his

own rights. Gathering the packets into his hand and
exjianding his lungs to their fullest, he would begin

(often interrupting himself by truculent observations

on bad ink and bad writing) to read off the names,

peering at each superscription through his heavy-

bowed si^ectacles, holding the missive first at arm's

length, then directly under his nose. The happy
recipient, on hearing his name called, would shout
' Here !' when the old postmaster, after indignantly

surveying the aspirant from head to foot, evidently

longing to pronounce him an impostor, would make
a reluctant surrender."

CHAPTER LXXVI.
STBATFOHD (Continued).

AVITCIICRAFT AND KNOCKINGS—ROMANCE AND
TRADITION.

Connecticut Witchcraft—Gooihvife Basset, of Stiiitfonl—irer Trial

—

Her Execution—Tlie Stratforil Knockiiigs—Tiic Stiiiiiig-Folsonio Mar-
riage—Tlie Blue Laws.

STRATFORD WITCHCRAFT,

The following account of the execution of the first

person for witchcraft in New England, and also of
" Goodwifc Basset" of this town, are extracts from a

manuscript article by Maj. "William B. Hincks, of

Bridgeport, on Connecticut witchcraft

:

" The charge so often brought against Massachusetts

in debate upon the floor of Congress and elsewhere,

of being the only State that persecuted the Quakers

and j)Mt to death ufifortunate penons charged with

witchcraft, is only ]»artially borne out by factM; Ojn-

necticut coining in for her share of resi>oii>!iliility in

regard to the latter class. It must also Ije said for

Massachusetts that if guilty of the blood of the vic-

tims of her witchcraft excitement, she has in part at

least expiated the crime by building their seiJulciircH;

and their tragic history has been so often and ho

gnijdiically related by her historians and poets that

there are few persons indeed who have never heard

of the fortitude of Giles Corey or the heroism of Re-

becca Nourse and her fellow-sufferers. The case has

been otherwise with Connecticut. Although in the

early days of the colony twelve or more persons ac-

cused of witchcraft were tried for their lives, five of

whom suffered capital punishment, the names of the

victims have barely escaped oblivion ; no historian

has moralized over their fate, and the facts relating

to them are almost unknown, except to the few whose

antiquarian tastes have led them to make a careful

study of the early history of the Commonwealth.
" Respecting the first victim, a maid-servant named

Mary Johnson, who lived at Windsor or Wethers-

field, but few particulars can now be obtained, and
her case is of special interest only from the fact that

her execution, which took place in the early j)art of

the year 16-19, was the first instance in whic h human
life was sacrificed for alleged practice of witchcraft in

New England.
" Upon her trial she confessed her guilt and owned

that she had long been attended by a familiar spirit

who helped her about her household duties, but at

length prompted her to commit atrocious crimes,

among them child-murder. It is not stated whether

she carried out these suggestions, but it would not be

strange if the crime for which she suffered death was

really infanticide instead of intercourse with the in-

visible world. In her confession, which is ]n"escrved

by Mather, she says that her first acquaintance with

the Evil One came through ' discontent with her sit-

uation' (a state of mind not uncommon among her

class at the present day, but not always, it is to be

hoped, productive of such tragical consequences) and

a habit she had of carelessly ' wishing the devil to

take this and that,' which ended in his taking |)os-

session of her. While in prison her demeanor was

exemplary. She seemed penitent under the ministra-

tions of Rev. Samuel Stone, then minister of the

church' in Hartford, and when finally led forth to the

gallows, we are informed that ' she dy'd in a frame

extreainly to the satisfaction of them that were spec-

tators of it.'

" Two years later, in May, 1651, occurred the trial of

Goodwife Basset, of Stratford. Reference is made to

the proceedings in the case of this woman, whose pre-

vious history it is now impossible to ascertain, in the

colonial records of both Connecticut and New Haven,

and from the former it seems clear that her trial was

conducted before Governor Haynes and several other
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magistrates, who came down from Hartford for the

purpose. In the latter a confession made by the ac-

cused is spoken of. An ancient and apparently trust-

worthy tradition places the site of the gibbet on which

she was hung at the first crossing south of the present

railroad depot, in Stratford, and it is believed that

that great thoroughfare of commerce, the New York
and New Haven Railroad, crosses her grave.

" The tradition further states that while on the way
to the gallows her fortitude gave way, and bursting

from the procession in which, according to the custom

of the time, were magistrates, ministers, and all the

dignitaries of the neighborhood, the unfortunate

woman threw herself upon a rock by the roadside,

clutching it so desperately, that when at length forcibly

detached, bloody marks, like finger-prints, were seen

upon it. A large quartz stone, streaked upon its face

with hornblende, was long shown in Stratford in sup-

port of this story, but has lately ceased to be one of

the marvels of that quiet village, having been broken

up and its fragments built into a cellar wall."

THE "STRATFORD KN0CKING3."

The following sketch of what is known as the Strat-

ford Knockings, which begun in 1850, is from the pen

of Mrs. Ellen Olney Kirk :

" One is tempted to believe that the spirit of Goody

Basset, hanged in 1651 for divers witchlike arts, was

never fairly laid, and now, after an unquiet term of

one hundred and ninety-nine years, returned to walk

the earth. Or it may be that the dust of those early

settlers, over whose graves the lofty trees of Elm
Street were planted and now extend their leafy aisles,

rose for a sort of earthly judgment-day and took pos-

session of the nearest habitation. Evil-minded or

angry spirits they must have been who ransacked,

pounded, knocked, and almost overturned the quiet,

decorous house known in later years as the Stratford

Institute. During the early jjeriod of this unearthly

possession the entire village was convulsed with ex-

citement and lost its character for sobriety ; crowds

poured hither by every train; editors, reporters.

Spiritualists, skeptics explored, watched, investigated

and interrogated, and gave an unwelcome publicity

to the scandalous details. The single village hack-

man throve amidst the universal decline and fall of

Stratford : so many were the visitors that he was

obliged to set up a huge yellow omnibus, which tra-

versed the streets night and day with a sign in huge

capitals which made the village disgrace only too

legible :
' Mysterious Stratford Knockings.'

" The ' knockings' began in the house of Dr. A.

Phelps, who had resided in the place, with his wife

and children, for two or three years. The day was

Sunday. When Dr. Phelps' family returned from

church they found their door hung with crape, and

on entering the house saw signs of strange disturb-

ance during their absence, while in one of the rooms

was discovered a figure laid out and shrouded for the

grave. From this moment the house was taken pos-

session of by the 'spirits' or some other unseen

agencies, that continued to run riot for the ensuing

eight months or more. Every trick, device, horror,

absurdity, impertinence ever pressed into the service

of ghost, hobgoblin, witch, or modern ' spirit' was now
turned against the peace and respectability of this

unfortunate family. There were rappings—not merely

rappings, but thumpings, and thumpings, too, as if a

giant's strength were behind them ; there were mar-

velous noises, with reverberations like thunder up
and down the staircases and along the halls ; there

were apparitions, strange figures in strange places:

there were messages from the unseen land of the

spirits, not only spelled out in hard knocks and vibra-

tions on headboards of beds, on ceilings, doors, and

floors, but written out fairly on slips of paper, which

floated down from the invisible like the leaves of the

Cumaean Sibyl : the very vegetables from the cellar

on being pared and sliced were found to be written

over with indelible characters. There wei'e appar-

ently whole legions of spirits hard at work, as if all

the tormented souls from one of Dante's lowest circles

had been delivered from their pain to communicate

certain tidings to all who entered Dr. Phelps' house,

then, finding no interpreter, grew angry and waged

war upon the unbelievers who rejected them. Their

ammunition showed a dearth of all suitable spiritual

artillery : flat-irons, large junk ink-bottles, scuttles

of coals, pokers, bricks, and even toilet-brushes, were

the weapons made use of ; scissors too, since one of

the daily performances was cutting into ribbons the

clothes of the son and heir of the house.

" These things may seem incredible, but they were

not done in a corner, and the eyes of all men were

turned to see what would be the end of it. The
unhappy master of the house courted investigation,

and for four months everything was investigated and

the most widely-differing conclusions were reached.

Elm Street—haughty, exclusive, aristocratic Elm
Street—echoed to the tread of hundreds who came to

find some clew to the strange ' Stratford knockings.'

First of all was Parson Weed, startled out of his

study-chair by the tidings of these doings of the Evil

One in the very midst of the faithful, still Avearing

his gown and slippers, his luminous eyes bent on

space as he strode indignantly forward, eager to

encounter and vanquish the adversary. Other di-

vines followed him, but all the light of their ortho-

doxy could not illuminate the darkness of these

manifestations. Some of those who came to suggest

an easy remedy for cheap and obvious impostures

remained mute, deciding that there might be things

in heaven and earth not reached by their little foot-

measure of philosophy. Strange things were enacted

before clear-sighted and reasonable men, two of

whom, sitting alone in a room with two doors,—one

opening into the hall and the other into a clothes-

press,—heard knockings on the inside of the closet-
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door, which on opening tiicy I'ound to proceed from

vacancy : as soon as the door was again closed the I

knocking.s jiroceeded, not only with a loud noise, but
[

so vigorously tliat the very panels shook under their

eyes. Sitting befort; the fire, they beheld the orna-

ments on the niantel-picce sjjring Croni their j)lacesto

alight unbroken on the floor ; bricks started out of

thin air and were hurled across the room; pokers

jumped up of their own accord and went crashing

through the windows ; on lifting a lighted candle

tliey saw the flame exjjand to four times its usual

circumference, circle round the wick, then shrink and

hang blue and tremulous above, and finally resume

its feeble flicker. These sights, and a thousand others

jis unusual, are related by the most credible witnesses

jimong outsiders. The family themselves were com-

pelled to endure personal demonstrations of ghosts or

hobgoblins, who when clasped in the arms of flesh

and blood vanished, leaving nothing behind save

sheets from the domestic linen-chest.

"Life in Stratford was not an amusement to the

worthy Dr. Phelps. Surrounded ai)parently by a

band of hostile forces which threatened flesh and I

Ijlood, haunted, waylaid, and pursued by siJectres,

girt about by a sea of mystery which sejjarated him
from his fellow-creatures, and, worse than all, forced

to have his misfortunes become a show, a coarse

stimulus for sensationalists, he saw no resource but

to flee from his troubles, and he accordingly left the

place. The spirits went with him, or back to their

forgotten God's Acre, or into the witch's unmarked
burial-place. Tliere are those who still shake their

heads over the Stratford knockings, maintaining that

they were never in any degree explained, while others

find them as easy of solution as the jokes in a last

3'ear's almanac."

THE STIllLING-FOLSOME MAllRTAGE.

The ronumce of the Stirling-Folsome marriage, or

how Sir John Stirling wooed and won pretty Abby !

Folsome, the blacksmith's daughter, is so well cor-

roborated by history in some of its details that many
antiquarians are dis])osed to accept the whole of it.

Briefly it is as follows : During the Revolution, Gen.

Silliman was captured by the British, and in retalia-

tion an expedition was planned from Stratford, with
j

John Folsome, the blacksmith, as leader, for the cap-
i

ture of Judge Jones, a royalist, living on Long Island.

The expedition was successful, and Judge Jones was
brought to Stratford, and while here met pretty Abby
Folsome, whose beauty made such an imjjression

upon him that at a dinner subsequently given him in
i

New York in honor of his return he proposed the
" liealth of the fairest American rebel," meaning Miss

Abby Folsome.

Some time after Cornwallis' surrender, Judge Jones

and Sir John Stirling, during a tour along the coast,

visited Stratford, and while here Miss Abby came
under the ga/e of Sir John. The beauty and grace

4',t

(jf tlie Htratfor<l belle; caused the peer of tlie realm of

Great Britain to indefinitely postpone his departure

from tlie little village, and the result wan tliat not

mnny weeks elapsed ere the quiet little t^)wn was

thrown into a great excitf-ment by the announcement

that Sir John Stirling had married Abby Folsome

and had sailed for England, leaving her behind.

Many there were who were ready to say that he would

never return ; in fact, he never did, but he sent his

secretary for her in a vessel richly jjrepared for her

comfort. Ill Burke's Peerage is the following memo-
randum :

"Sir John Stirling nuirried Miss Folsome, of Strat-

ford, in North America, by whom he had a numerous

family. The title is borne to-day by the grand-

nephew of Sir .John Stirling."

TRADITIONARY.

The following incident concerning the settlement

of Mr. Birdsey, one of the earliest inhabitants, is

taken from Mrs. Ellen OIney Kirk's article, entitled

"Stratford on the Sound," published in LippincotVs

Magazine, July, 187!)

:

"Mr. Birdsey removed here from Milford in 1649,

and tradition lends a sort of romance to his liegira.

Milford was renowned for its orthodoxy, and the

' Blue Laws,' both written and uuwritten, were rig-

idly enforced. One of these insisted that no man
should kiss his wife on Sunday. Mr. Birdsey, having

been caught offending in this particular, was, on Mon-

day, sentenced to a number of lashes. He escai)ed from

the town officers, however, ran to the river, swam it,

and, once on the Stratford shore, shook his fists in his

pursuers' faces. His wife followed him, as in duty

bound, and his children increased and his grand-

children multiplied until now the Birdsey pedigree

is the central stem of all Stratford genealogies."

CHAPTER LXXVII.

STEATFOED (Continued!.

CHURCHES. LODGES, SCHOOLS.

The Congregational Cliun-li— Olirist Cliuroli — Metlioiiist Episooiwl

Church— Sunmu'ilielil Churih—Trinity Jloniorial Chapol—St. .lolin's

Lodge, No. S, K. and A. JI.—Oronoiiuc Lodge, No. 90, I. 0. of O. F.

—

Tile Stratfonl Academy—Piesent Condition vrf the Schix>ls.

THE COXGREGATIONAI, CHURCH.
" The precise date of the organization of the first

church of Christ in Stratford, and the names of the

original members, cannot be ascertained. All busi-

ness relative to the settlement, support, and dismission

of ministers, and to the building and repairing of

meeting-houses, was transacted in town-meeting until

the year 1721, and no regular town record prior to

1()50 exists.

"Nor does any record ol' the church prior to lt>"5
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now exist. The settlement of the town began in

1639, and took definite form as a plantation in 1640.

In all probability the church was organized as early

as this, for the Rev. Adam Blakeman, its first pastor,

was then in the town, as his presence is certified by

an order of the General Court, dated June, 1640,

directing him and others to settle the boundary-line

between Stratford and Fairfield.

"The church was certainly in existence in 1644, as

In that year the General Court apjiointed William

Judson and John Hurd, ' members of the Stratford

Church,' to collect the contributions for indigent

students at Cambridge College.

" The Rev. Adam Blakeman, the first pastor, was

born in Staffordshire, England, a.d. 1599, and was

matriculated at Christ's College, Oxford, May 28,

1617. He was a preacher for some years in Leicester-

shire and Derbyshire, and in 1638 came to New Eng-

land. He was one of the original company of settlers

in Stratford in 1639-40, and was minister of the

church until his death, Sept. 7, 1665.

"The Rev. Israel Chauncey was a native of Massa-

chusetts, and the son of the Rev. Charles Chauncey,

president of Harvard College. He was born at Scit-

uate, Mass., 1644, graduated at Harvard College in

1661, was chosen assistant to Mr. Blakeman in the

ministry, and upon Mr. Blakeman's death was called

in June, 1666, to the pastoral charge. He was chosen

rector or president of the college Nov. 11, 1701, but

the honor he declined. He died March 4, 1703.

" Upon Mr. Chauncey's settlement an active oppo-

sition developed itself, which culminated in the divi-

sion of the church.

" After Mr. Chauncey's death the church and town,

in April, 1703, ' chose Capt. Judson and the two dea-

cons to supply the pulpit, and to obtain help of the

elders of the County to keep a day of fasting and

prayer for God's direction in seeking a minister.'

For six years the church was without a settled pastor.

" Rev. Timothy Cutler, D.D.—A call was extended

to Dr. Cutler, Sept. 16, 1709, and in or near the De-

cember of that year he was ordained. He was born

in Charlestown, Mass., June 1, 1684, and graduated

at Harvard College in 1701. In 1719 he was chosen

President of Yale College. In 1722, professing a

preference for the Church of England, and renoun-

cing his connection with the churches of the colony,

he wa ( i-equested to resign his position as President

of the college. Soon after he was settled over Christ's

Church in Boston. He died Aug. 17, 1765.

" In 1719 a call was extended to Rev. Samuel Rus-

sell (grad. Yale Col. 1712), but as there was a large

minority in opposition to him he did not settle,

though for three years he supplied the pulpit and

had the pastoral care of the church. In November,

1721, for the first time in the settlement of the town,

the town as such, ceased to determine, by vote, the

affairs of the Congregational parish. This change

arose from the introduction of an Episcopal Church,

I

which, although it had been in embryo for some years,

previous, took permanent form now through acces-

sions derived from the controversy with Mr. Russel.

"Rev. Hezekiah Gold.—In February, 1722, a call

was extended to Rev. Hezekiah Gold. He was or-

dained bn the first Wednesday in June, 1722.

" Mr. Gold was dismissed July 3, 1752. He died

in 1761.

" The church remained without a pastor two years.

" Rev. Izraiah Wetmore was the son of Hezekiah

Wetmore, of Middletown, was born in 1728 ; was

i

graduated at Yale, 1748, and was ordained pastor

over this church, May 16, 1753. He resigned his

charge in 1780. The church was pastorless for over

four years.

" Rev. Stephen William Stebbins, the next pastor,

was born in East Long Meadow, Mass., June 26, 1758,

and was graduated at Yale College, 1781. He was

ordained pastor of this church, July 7, 1784. He was

dismissed August, 1813.

" Rev. Matthew R. Dutton was born in Watertown,

Conn., June 3, 1783, was graduated at Yale College,

1808, and was ordained in Stratford, Sept. 20, 1814.

Mr. Dutton continued pastor, universally esteemed

and beloved, until the autumn of 1821, when he ac-

cepted the appointment of ' Professor of Mathematics

and Natural Philosophy' in Yale College. He died

July 17, 1825.

" Rev. Joshua Leavitt, D.D., was born in Heath,

Franklin Co., Mass., Sept 8, 1794, and was graduated

at Yale College, September, 1814. He was ordained

' over the church in February, 1825, and was dismissed

i

in 1828.

" Rev. Thomas Robbins was born in Norfolk, Conn.,

Aug. 11, 1777, entered Yale College in 1792. He
graduated at Williams College in August, 1796. In

September following he took the same degree, B.A.,

in his former class at Yale. In 1803 he was or-

dained missionary of the Home Missionary Society

to the northern part of Ohio, where he labored until

impaired health obliged him to return. In February,

1830, he was installed pastor over this church, and

on September 9th, the following year, he was dis-

missed.

" Rev. Frederick W. Chapman was born in Can-

field, Trumbull Co., Ohio, Nov. 17, 1806 ; was gradu-

ated at Yale College in 1828 ; was ordained and in-

stalled pastor of this church Sept. 5, 1832, and was

1

dismissed April 16, 1839.

1 "Rev. William Boughton Weed was born in New
Canaan, March 22, 1811, and was graduated at Yale

College, 1830. He was ordained at Stratford Dec. 4,

1830. He died Dec. 3, 1860.

" Rev. Joseph R. Page was born in New Brunswick,

' N. J., and was installed pastor of this church Feb.

11, 1857. In October, 1858, he was dismissed.

i

" Rev. Benjamin L. Swan was born in Medford,

Mass., July 31, 1813; received the honorary degree

of A.M. from Yale in 1844. In September, 1858, he
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accepted the invitation of this church and was in-

stalled October, 1858, and was dismissed in 18G.j.

"Rev. Lewis Charjjiot was installed pastor of this

church May 25, 1864, and was dismissed April 12,

1866.

"Rev. William K. Hall was installed Oct. 24, 1866.

" Rev. Frank S. Fitch was ordained June 17, 1873
;

pastoral relations ceased Oct. 31, 1878.

" Rev. Samuel Howard Dana was installed March

12, 1879, and is the present (June, 1880) incumbent.
" Elde7-s.~BvLt one ruling elder seems ever to have

held office in this church ; he was Philip Groves,

who died in 1676. He was deputy to the General

Court for the town of Stratford as early as 1652. In

1654 he was chosen 'assistant,' and as such 'was em-

powered to marry persons.'

"Deacons.—The earliest named officers of this class

on record are John Birdseye and John Wilcoxson

;

the former is referred to as Deacon in 1678, and

the latter in 1679, but neither of them could have

been the first incumbents after the organization of

the church, as Mr. Birdseye was born in 1641 and

died in 1698, and as Mr. Wilcoxson was born in 1634

and died in 1690.

"3. Thomas Wells is mentioned as a deacon in

1707; died in 1721.

"4. Robert Walker is next named as a deacon in

1722 ; died in 1743.

"5. John Thompson is also mentioned as a deacon i

in 1722 ; died in 1765.
|

"6. Job Peck is also styled ' Deacon' on his grave-

stone, though no record of his appointment is extant

;

died in 1782.

"7. Elnathan Wheeler, appointed in 1751, died

1761.

" 8. Isaiah Brown, appointed in 1755, died 1793.

" 9. John Judson, appointed in 1773, died .

j

" 10. Ebenezer Coe, appointed in 1784, died 1820.
,

" 11. Nathan McEwen, appointed in 1791, died

1810.
'

"12. Samuel Ufford, appointed in 1801, died 1821.
'

" 13. Agur Curtis, appointed in 1801, died 1838.

"14. Philo Curtis, appointed in , died 1852.

" 15. Agur Curtis, appointed in , died 1868.

" 16. David P. Judson, appointed in 1837. I

" 17. Agur T. Curtis, appointed in 1858. I

" 18. Lewis Beers, appointed in 1858.

" 19. Ciiarles C. Wells, appointed in 1867.

"20. Samuel T. Houghton, appointed in 1877.

" 21. Samuel E. Curtis, appointed in 1877."

MEETING-HO USES.

"The first house for public worship was erected
,

near what is now called 'Sandy Hollow.' This fact

in reference to it is of interest, and deserves to be re-

membered. It possessed a bell, with which the people
|

were summoned to worship. How it came to be thus

favored is not known, for it was the only church in

all the colonies where tlie j)eoplc were not called to-

geth(!r by ' druiM, (lie Idowitif.' of slidl or Ijorn.' Jn

1681 this house was removed an(| its uiaUirials (sold at

auction.

" The second house for public worshij) was built on

Watch-House (now Academy) Hill. In 1689 this

house was, by vote, fortified for the security of the

women and children against any attack that might be

made l)y the Indians.

"The third house for public worsliip was built in

1748, and stood where the academy now stands until

1785, when it was destroyed by lightning.

"The fourth house for public worshi]) wjih built in

1786. It occupied the site of the present house.

" The fifth and present house for worship was dedi-

cated on the 27th October, 1859."

CHRIST CHURCH.

The first services in the State of Connecticut accord-

ing to the rights and ordinances of the Protestant

Episcopal Church were held in this town in 1706,

and here the first Episcopal church in the State was

erected in 1723.

FIRST i;ris( ()i>Ai, ciirrvcii in ( on mu ru i t.

The following account of the organization of this

church is from Trumbull's " History of Connecticut
:"'

" During the term of about seventv vears from the

settlement of Connecticut, the Congregational had

been the only mode of worship in the colony. But the

Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts,

in 1704, fixed the Rev. Mr. Muirson :us a missionary

at Rye. Som-e of the people at Stratford had been

educated in the Church of England mode of worship

and administering of the ordinances, and others were

not pleased with the rigid doctrine* and discipline

of the New England churches, and they made an

earnest application to Mr. Muirson to nuiko a visit at

Stratford and preach and bai>ti7.e among them.
" About the year 1706. u;ion their invitation, he

came to Stratford, accompanied with Col. Heathoote,
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a gentleman zealously engaged in promoting the

Episcopal Church.
" The ministers and peojole in that and the adjacent

towns, it seems, were alarmed at his coming, and took

pains to prevent their neighbors and families from

hearing him. However, the novelty of the affair, and

other circumstances, brought together a considerable

assembly, and Mr. Muirson baptized five and twenty

persons, principally adults.

"This was the tirst ste]3 towards introducing the

church worship in the colony. In April, 1707, he

made another visit to Stratford. Col. Heathcote was

pleased to honor him with his company, as he had

done before. He preached at this time at Fairfield,

as well as Stratford, and in both towns baptized a
|

number of children and adult persons. Both the

magistrates and ministers opposed the introduction

of Episcopacy, and advised the people not to attend

the preaching of the church missionaries ; but the

opposition only increased the zeal of the church peo-

ple. Mr. Muirson after this made several journeys

to Connecticut and itinerated among the peoiDle. But ;

there was no missionary from the society fixed in

Connecticut until the year 1722, when Mr. Pigot was

appointed missionary at Stratford. The churchmen
at first in that town consisted of about fifteen fami-

lies, among whom were a few husbandmen, but much
the greater number were tradesmen who had been

born in England and came and settled there. Some
of their neighbors joined them, so that Mr. Pigot had
twenty communicants and about one hundred and
fifty hearers. In 1723, Christ Church in Stratford was

founded, and the Rev. Mr. Johnson, afterwards Dr.

Johnson, was appointed to succeed Mr. Pigot."

" From 1723," says Mrs. Kirk, " Christ Church of

Stratford has a clear record and an important history.

At that time Mr. Samuel Johnson, having returned

from England, where he had spent a year and taken

holy orders, was settled as pastor, and until 1754, I

when he became president of King's (now Columbia)

College in New York, he gave all his powerful abili-

ties to the advancement of the parish. During his 1

long pastorate there were some lively breezes of doc- '

trinal and social differences between the rival religious

bodies.

" In 1743 the second Christ church was erected on

the village green at the foot of Meeting-House Hill,

where it stood until 1858. It was to this church that

Dr. Peters admiringly alluded, and on the top of its

steeple was a proud and dominant cock, which has to

this day faced the tempest. The bell was given by

Dr. Johnson, and the glass for its many windows by
j

another well-wisher, who, however, when he came to

pay the bill, is said to have expressed some regrets

for his over-lavish generosity, declaring with irrita-

tion that the church must all have been made of

glass. The organ was the first instrument of its kind
'

used in a place of public worship in Connecticut, and

was purchased in 1756 by thirty-three persons, who

' bound themselves to Mr. Gilbert Doblois, of Boston,

merchant, in the aggregate sum of sixty pounds ster-

ling, to be paid within six years in six equal pay-

ments of ten pounds sterling per annum, without de-

mand of interest.'
^

" The Revolution brought fresh causes of difference

between the churches. The Episcopal ministers,

whose strength lay in traditional authority, naturally

took the side of England. Having prayed so long

for ' our excellent King George,' they found it al-

most impossible to leave off such supplications. One
of them uttered this prayer by inadvertence after the

war began
;
then, seeing a threatening movement in

his congregation, he corrected himself, shouting fran-

tically, ' 0 Lord, I mean George Was/migton /' In

Stratford church the old prayers were cut short by an

arbitrary patriot, who had no notion of uttering

' Amen' to such heresies. ' My grandfather,' so

Capt. Pulaski Benjamin has told me, ' went to church

the Sunday after the battle of Lexington, and when
Mr. Kneeland (the clergyman) read out the prayer

for the royal family, he stood up in his pew and de-

clared that no such prayers must be uttered in Strat-

ford, that the name of George III. was the name of

the worst enemy of every one in the colony. Mr.

Kneeland rose from his knees, shut his prayer-book,

raised his hand and pronounced the benediction, and

the church was closed until the end of the war.'
"

The first church edifice was opened for worship

Dec. 2"), 1723. It was located in the present church

burying-grou:id, and was in size forty-five and one-

half feet in length, thirty and one-half feet wide, and

twenty-two feet between joints.

The church, as mentioned above, was erected in 1743,

and was opened for worship July 8, 1744. It was

sixty feet long, forty-five feet and six inches wide,

twenty-four feet high to the roof, with a spire one

hundred and twenty feet high.

The present church edifice was dedicated July 29,

1858, with a spire ornamented by the venerable cock

which liad veered on the steeple-top of the ancient

church.

Dr. Johnson was succeeded as rector of this church

by Mr. Winslow, then Mr. Kneeland, who was suc-

ceeded by Mr. Sayre. The next rector was Rev.

Ashbel Baldwin, who commenced his labors in 1792

and remained until 1832.

The rectors since Rev. Mr. Baldwin have been

George C. Shepherd, Edwin W. Wiltbank, Alfred A.

Miller, John Morgan, Joseph Scott, John A. Pad-

dock, John Stearns, Daniel C. Weston, Charles H.

Strong, D. L. Lounsbury, and Arthur Sloan, the pres-

ent incumbent.

The following is the inscription on Dr. Johnson's

monument in the Episcopal burying-ground

:

"M. S. Sainueli8 .Tolinson, D.D.

Collegii Regiiljs Nuvi Eboraoi Praseidis

primi et hujus Ecclesiai nuper Recturis.

Natus Die 14 to Octob T696, Obit G to Jan. 1772.
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If decent lUrpiilu and modest mien,

The cheerful liairt and coiintoiuinco Bereno;

If pure reliiiini) and unsullied trutli,

His aye's scilacu and liis search in yonth
;

If pietii in all tho jiatlis he trod,

Still rising vigorous to his Lord and Goil
;

If charity thi'o' all the race he ran,

Still willing well and doing good to man
;

If Learning, free from pedantry and pride;

If Faith ami virtue, walking side by side;

If well to nifirk his being's aim and end.

To shine thnj' life a Husband, Fathek, Friend.

If these ambitions in thy soul can raise,

Excite thy reverence or demand thy praise;

Reader^ ero yet thou quit this earthly scene,

Revei'e his name, and be what he has been.

Mylks Cnopnii."

METHODIST HPISCOPAI. CHURCH.*

From the best infoniiation I am able to <)l)tuin it

appears that the first sermon preaclied by a Methodist

in the village of Stratford, Conn., was by Jesse Lee,

a noted evangelist, who passed through this place on

his way to New Haven, and stopping at Stratford

preached in the town-house on the 4th day of July,

A.D. 1789. The first Methodist class was organized

here on the 19th day of May, 1790, by Jesse Lee, con-

sisting of the following-named persons : John Smith,

John Peck, Margaret Plumb and her sister. Amy
Plumb, four in all. Bishop Asbury passed this ])lace

on June 7, 1791, preached in the town-house, and met
the class which, organized only a little over one year

before, had now increased its numbers to twenty mem-
bers. Much 023position was aroused among the peo-

ple against this then new sect, and from this period

to 1810, when the first house of worship was erected,

the preaching was had in private houses. The resi-

dences of Capt. John Peck and Elnathan Wheeler
are named as places where they usually met. No
record can be found of the exact date when the first

Methodist church was erected, nor of the name or

number of the first officers and members. By refer-

ence to the Conference records I find that in 1810, the

year the first church was built, Nathan Emery and
John Russell were preachers on the Stratford Circuit,

and preached alternately in the village of Stratford,

and Joseph Crawford presiding elder; in 1811, Aaron
Hunt, Oliver Sykes, and J. Beynolds were preachers,

and William Anson presiding elder; 1812, Seth

Crowell, Gilbert Lyon, and S. Beach, jn-eachers, and
Elijah Hawley presiding elder; 1813, E. Washburn,
Jas. Coleman, preachers, and N. Bangs presiding

elder. The following were preachers from 1814 to

1879, inclusive : 1814, E. Wolsey and PI. Ames
;
1815,

E. Hibbard and B. English
;
181G, R. Harris and

Dickerson; 1817, E. Harris and E. Canficld
;
1818, S.

Bushnell and A. Pierce; 1819, B. Northrop and D.
mWcv

; 1820, Bela Smith and D. Miller
;
1821, Bela

Smith and James Coleman
; 1822, Laban Clark and

Eli Barnett
;
1823, Laban Clark and John Nixon

;

1824, E. Denniston and William Pease; 1825, E.

Denniston and Julius Field; 1826, S. D. Ferguson

* Contributed by H. A. Sutton.

and V. Jiuck; 1827, K. iiarnctl. and \M3uck ; 182»-

29, John Lovejoy and J. Jf. Ptomcr; ]«;jO-31, H.
Bartlett and C. Sherman; 1832, S. .Martindale and

L. C. Cheney; 1833, J. 1'. Youngs and .1. Ta<;kaberry

;

1834,11. Gilbert; 1835, D. Miller; 1830, I). .Miller;

1837, C. W. Turner; 1838, Clark Fuller fMr. Fuller

left during this year, and Asahel Bronnon, a local

preacher, was appointed to fill the vacancy for the

year)
;
1839-40, Abram S. Francis (during his pastorate

the present church edific^e was erected
) ;

1841-42,

Paul R. Brown (under his labors the church wa,s fa-

vored with a very precious revival, and a number who
have since become prominent members were con-

verted
) ;

1843-44, Daniel Smith, whose labors were also

greatly blessed in the building up of believers ; 1845-

46, Harvey Hu.sted; 1847, Frost; 1848-49, C.

Kelsey; 1850-51, Morris Hill
;
1852-53, Jacob Shaw

;

1854, G. C. Creevy
;
1855-56, L. D. Nickerson ; 1857-

58, William T. Hill
;
1859-60, S. A. Seaman ; 1861-

62, J. W. Simpson; 1863-65, Bennett T. Abbott;

1866-67, T. D. Littlewood; 1868-70, Jo.seph Smith;

1871-73, Joseph Vinton
;
1874-76, A. V. R. Abbott

;

1877-79, Benjamin Pillsbury. This c()m])lctes the list

of preachers up to this Conference year, which com-

menced April 1, 1880, when the Rev. S. A. Seaman,
who served this charge in the years 1859-60, was

appointed here, and is now preacher in charge of this

station.

The present number of church mciubers is 185;

Sunday-school scholars, 137
;
teachers and officers, 23

;

volumes in Sunday-school library, 413 ; value of

church edifice and land, $60,000 ; value of church

parsonage and land, $2000.

Board of Trustees.—Wilbur A. Smith, President

;

H. A. Sutton, Secretary and Treasurer; Henry M.
Blakeslee, Otis B. Curtis, Lewis Curtis.

Board of Stewards.—E. I. Peck, President, and
Acting Secretary and Treasurer; W. French, H. A.

Sutton, 0. Bouton, James Meachen.

SUMMEllFIELD CHURCH.

About the 1st of January, 1871, the following per-

sons met in a room on Baruum Street, West Stratford,

and established a mission : Rev. W. W. Bowdish,

pastor of Washington Park Methodist Episcopal

Church, Rev. George A. Parkington, George W.
Bacon, Solomon Batchelor, W. W. Stannard, and a
number of others. Rev. George A. Parkington, then

a local preacher, but since a member of the New York
East Conference, was selected to preach in the mis-

sion. He ijreached his first sermon Jan. 15, 1871.

Jan. 29, 1871, a Sabbath-school was organized ; Wes-
ley W. Botsford, Superintendent ; Frank X. Cox,

Secretary and Treasurer ; David Clark, Librarian.

The school began with thirty mombei-s. In due time

a class and regular prayer-meeting were established.

Solomon Batchelor was the class-leader. As the mis-

sion prospered they began to talk of building a church.

A committee was appointed lor this purpose and a site
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purchased. A lady by the name of Susan Hubbell

sent for the committee and headed the subscription

with five hundred dollars. The committee were George

W. Bacon, Solomon Batchelor, Calvin Hall, I. Hurd,

and L. B. Vaill. George A. Parkington joined the

Conference in April, 1872, and was sent to the Sum-
merfield Church, as this was the name selected for the

new church.

On the 30th of the same month the building com-

mittee met to adopt a plan for the building, and George

W. Bacon gave five hundred dollars, and other sub-

scriptions were received. Solomon Batchelor, Isaac

Hurd, P. T. Barnum, and Frances Ford each gave one

hundred dollars. May 5, 1872, the first members were

received by letter: Gilead T. Andrews, Maria An-

drews, Solomon Batchelor, Joanna Batchelor, George

H. Batchelor, Flavia A. Batchelor, Wesley H. Bots-

ford, Alice M. Botsford, Wallace M. Botsford, Eomeo
Botsford, Edith A. Botsford, Margaret E. Bacon,

Elizabeth M. Bacon, Henry C. Bennett, Jennie A.

Bennett, Mary E. Batcheldor, Frederick Cox, Abby
E. Cox, Sylvanus Granger, Calvin Hall, Increase

Hoyt, Mary E. Hoyt, James Lobdell, Elizabeth Lob-

dell, Augusta 0. Lobdell, Rebecca IST. Lobdell, Martha

J. Lund, Irving C. Peck, Emmagene H. Peck, Sarah

E. Parkington, Charles Shailor, Alice M. Shailor,

Immanuel Sciviter.

First stewards, elected May 18, 1872, M. L. Scud-

der presiding elder : Charles M. Shailer, F. N. Cox,

George Batchelor, John Wragg, Wallace Botsford,

Henry C. Bennett, Irving C. Peck, Frank Fairchild,

Charles Riddle.

Trustees, elected June 3, 1872 : Solomon Batchelor,

L. B. Vaill, James Lobdell, Calvin Hall, Smith Lewis,

Sylvester Bradley, Gilead T. Andrews, Emmanuel
Sciviter, Frank Fairchild.

The corner-stone was laid by Bishop Simpson,

April 15, 1872. The first Quarterly Conference was

held May 18, 1872, Rev. M. L. Scudder presiding

elder. The church was dedicated by Bishop Ed-

mund S. Janes, March 16, 1873. Rev. F. S. De Hass

preached in the evening.

The Conference held in Brooklyn, April, 1874, ap-

pointed A. P. Chapman to this charge, and he re-

mained till Ajsril, 1876, when Larmon W. Abbott

was appointed by the Conference, which met that

year in Hanson Place Methodist Episcopal church,

in Brooklyn. He remained till April, 1878, when
Edward L. Bray, the present pastor, was ajipointed

by the Conference, which met that year in the First

Place Methodist Episcopal church, Brooklyn. Pres-

ent membershii^, seventy.

Ofiicers : Stewards, John S. Fray, Wallace M.

Botsford, George Steeples, William H. Curtis, Joseph

Lewis, James B. Lobdell, Joseph Johnson, George

Batchelor; Trustees, J. S. Fray, George Batchelor,

Joseph Johnson, James B. Lobdell, Joseph Lock-

wood, Samuel Fray, Elihu N. Lewis, Romeo Bots-

ford, Anthony Bennett.

TRINITY MEMORIAL CHURCH, WEST STRATFORD.

On the 20th of September, 1871, the first of a

series of Wednesday evening services was held in

West Stratford, at the house of Silas Scofield, Esq.,

Revere Place, by the Rev. Sylvester Clarke, rector of

Trinity Church, Bridgeport. On the following Sun-

day, September 24th, a Sunday-school was begun in

the common school-house of the same (Newfield)

district. The corner-stone of a chapel was laid by
Rt. Rev. Bishop Williams, of Connecticut, on Wed-
nesday, Nov. 29, 1871. The building, after being in-

closed, waited through the winter before it was

plastered. The first service in it was the celebration

of the holy communion on Sunday morning (Whit-

sunday), May 19, 1872. The chapel is in memory of

the Rev. Gurdon Saltonstall Coit, D.D., rector for

nearly thirty years of St. John's Church, Bridgeport,

who died in Southport, Conn., Nov. 10, 1869.

This parish is a mission of Trinity Church, Bridge-

port. It contains thirty families, twenty-five com-

municants, and nearly a hundred Sunday-school

scholars, and has a record of great usefulness.

NEWFIELD METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

On the second Sunday of May, 1871, D. W. Cur-

rier and Theodore Courtright called on the neighbors

of the Newfield School District, and gave out that

they would open a Sunday-school on the following

Sunday afternoon in the barn of Nirum Hawley. On
the Sunday named two children—ages, six and eight

years, names, Charles and Jellefie—came to

Sunday-school ; on the following Sunday there were

fifteen present. Theodore Courtright was elected

superintendent. The school increased in numbers

and interest until the barn became too small, and

they moved to larger quarters in a store owned by

John French. In the mean time a society was formed

and a Sunday-school organized, called a Union Sun-

day-school, formed Sunday, Sept. 24, 1871. This

school was commenced in the district school-house

with twenty-six scholars, and continued until the

completion of a chapel, which was erected and ready

for use on the 3d of March, 1872.

Much self-denial and labor was necessary in order

to complete the work. The land on which the build-

ing rests was leased to the association for the nomi-

nal sum of one dollar per year by Mr. and Mrs. S. C.

Kingman, they having bought the ground for this

purpose, paying therefor eight hundred dollars. The
two schools were growing, and it was decided among
the ofiicers of the two schools that whichever society

became the strongest, or the first to grow into sufii-

cient strength, to organize an efficient church, and

Aug. 18, 1872, both schools united, and the whole was

turned over to Rev. A. C. Eggleston, pastor of the

Washington Park Methodist Episcopal Church, who
had charge of the Newfield District, under the New
York East Conference. At the joint meeting of said

schools Theodore Courtright was chosen superinten-
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dent, and luis lield siiid position up to the present

time.

The Newfield Metliodist Episeopal Society thus

called assumed all the debts of the ehureh and land

and paid all the bills, and bonglit the land of Mr.
1

and Mrs. S. C. Kingman for the sum of thirteen hun-

dred and twenty-eight dollars. The following spring,

1873, they applied to New York East Conference for

a preacher, and the Rev. R. H. Eldridge was sent, who

labored faithfully and earnestly, and many souls were

added to the church. The next pastor was the Rev.

E. A. Blake, who served one year.

Since that time the church has had no regular pas-

tor, but has various supplies from other churches.

The Sunday-school has been continued, and has

steadily grown in interest and numbers.

ST. JOHN'S LODGE, NO. 8, F. AND A. M.

The following history of St. John's Lodge is kindly

furnished by Mr. Nathan Wells, being extracts from

a historical address delivered at the centennial an-

niversary of the lodge in 1866, by Rev. C. H. W.

Stocking

:

" The original charter of St. John's Lodge, Strat-

ford, was granted by the R. W. George Harrison, Pro-

vincial Grand Master of the then Colony of New
York, bearing the date of April 22, 1766. On the 7th

of May following, a meeting jn-eliminary to the formal

opening of tlie lodge was held, and Monday, the 12th

of May, designated as the day for organizing.

" On the appointed evening, there were present Jo-

seph Clark, W. M. ; James Dunn, S. W. ; John Har-

pin, J. W., |j)'o fem., and ' visitant' Brother Lemuel

Brooks. The lodge having been 'opened in due form

and cloathed with all their Honours, after having ded-
i

icated the same to the Holy St. John, they proceeded

to raise the following Brethren to the Sublime Degree

of Master Mason, to wit : Brother Henry Van Dyck,

Brother Ephraim Peet, Brother Abijah Beach, Brother

William Mcintosh.'

"On the 15th of the same month the four new
brethren were appointed to the subordinate offices.

Henry Van Dyck, S. W.
;
Ephraim Peet, J. W.; Abi-

jah Beach, Treas. ; James Dunn, Sec.

" The element of discipline early entered into the

workings of the lodge. Refusal to obey the Master's

gavel was punished by a fine of two shillings, to be

paid immediately, or suffer expulsion. Obscenity

paid a fine of one shilling
;
talking, one shilling

;
pro-

fanity, two shillings. Liitiation fees were £3 to the

box and three shillings to the Tyler.

" Twel-ve successive times Samuel Benjamin repre-

sented the lodge at the annual comnmnieation of the

Grand Lodge, walking the distance with glad though

weary feet, that so his candlestick should not be re-

moved. Matthias Nichols and Benjamin Fairchild

and Rev. Ashbel Baldwin appear as frequently repre-

senting their lodge at the grand communications in

honest discharge of their Masonic obligations.

" Tills lodge worked under its old colonial 'charter

as St. John's, No. 1, until Oct. 9, 1792. It then came
in under another charter—from the newly-forniefl

( Jrarid Ijodge of the State—as St. .lohn's, No. 8. The
Nicholls, the Benjairiins, the Fairi-hilds, the John-

sons, and others whom we might mention, appear

among their fellows as zealous craftsmen who knew
their work and wrought it well.

" The following are the names of the Pjust Masters of

this lodge, with their terms of office: ]760-fj8, Josejdi

Clarke; 1768-69, Henry Van Dyke; 1769-70, Joseph

Ch"-ke; 1770-73, Stiles Lewis; 1773-79, Joseph

Clarke; 1779-80, Stiles Lewis; 1780-84, John
Thatcher; 1784-86, Peter Nicoll

;
1786-88, Matthias

Nicoll; 1788-90, John Thatcher; 1790-95, J. L.

Wooster; 1795-96, .Tohn Thompson; 1796-97, Mat-

thias Nicoll; 1797-98, Ashbel Baldwin; 1798-1804,

Matthias Nicoll; 1804-7, John Thompson; 1807-8,

Nathaniel Kennedy; 1808-11, Ashbel Baldwin; 1811

-12, George Smith
;
1812-15, Matthias Nicoll ; 1815

-21, William T. Slielton
;
1821-27, Matthias Nicoll

;

1827-33, Samuel Benjamin; 1833-36, Benjamin Fair-

child; 1836-40, John Goulding; 1840-46, J5enjamin

Fairchild; 1846-60, John Goulding; 1860-62, A. B.

Judd
;
1862-63, N. B. Wells

;
1863-66, George Jewell

;

1867-68, Ezra Whiting; 1868-70, William A. Lewis;

1870-72, Walter J. Bristol
;
1872-73, Melville J. Cur-

tis; 1873-75, Henry G. B. Cuzner; 1875-77, La.sper

K. Whitney; 1877-79, Samuel A. Patterson.

"The present officers are Nathan F. Wilcoxon,

W. M.; John W. Beach, S. W.; Henry F. Mecehan,

J. W. ; Charles D. Curtis, Treas.; Joseph \V. Dufour,

Sec.

"The number of members is one hundred and

forty-four."

" The following is the roll of members u]i to 1800:
" Joseph Clark, Henry Van Dyke, Ephraim Peet,

Abijah Beach, James Dunn, Joseph Prince, William

Mcintosh, Abel Beach, David Osborn, charter mem-
bers

;
George Benjamin, Abram Tomlinson, John Rut-

gers Marshal, Elisha Wilcox, Samuel Jones, Stiles

Lewis, Isaac Brown, Thomas Selby, David Brooks,

Edward Nicols, Ephraim Nicols, Pui-son Hawley,

Philip Jacobs, William Sidney, Richard Samuel
Breant, Dr. George Hurd, John Forrister, Hamilton

Ballantine, Isaac Brooks, Agur Booth, Rev. Dr.

Kneeland, James Clow, James AVard. Jonathan Burn-

ham, John Thatcher, Jan\es Sherman. John Barlow,

Stephen Burritt, Benjamin Brooks. Philiji AVells,

John Fitz, Matthias Nicoll, Aaron Eliott, Nehcmiah
Gorhani, Philijj Nicols, Jonathan Prindlc, G. Jen-

nings, Oliver Davison, Philo Perry, Elna Hoyt. John
Richards, James Wade, Joseph Brooks. Stephen Titus

Ilosmer, Richard Salmon, G. Kettlas, Isaac Bateman,

B. Burnett, Isaac \Vhijipo, George Burroughs, Tread-

I

well Jackson, David Barlow, Joseph L. Wooster, John
I C. Fairchild, John Benjamin, Jr., David C. Wain-
wright, Charles Johnson, Elisha Treat Mills, Joha

' Thompson, Zalmon Clinton, Isaac Mills, Benjamin
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Barlow, Daniel Judson, Jr., Jabez Beers, Hezekiah

Clark, Joseph De Forest, Josej^h Allen, Joseph

TliomiDson, Eli Judson, James W. Allen, Samuel

William Johnson, Russell Edwards, Joshua Poor,

William Thompson, Lyman Edwards, Gideon Ben-

jamin, Nathaniel Burton, William Curtis, Peter H.

Robinson, William Walker, Peter Clark, David

Seeley, Philo Lewis, Ezra Curtis, Ephraim Beardsley,

Rev. Ashbel Baldwin, Jasper Jones, Daniel De For-

rest, Benjamin UfFord, Lewis Beers, Asa Curtis,

Ephraim Burritt, James Beach, William Kettlas,

Benjamin Hall, Joseph Tomlinson, Philip Benjamin,

Jr., John Curtis (3d), Prosj^er Wetmore, Enoch Foot,

Gideon Booth, George Haley, Lewis Wakeley, An-
drew Lyon, Nathaniel Lewis, Daniel Booth, Thomas
Scott, John Wells, M. A. Marks, Robert Fairchild,

Abel Judson, A. McDonald, Stej^hen L. Booth, Ste-

phen Morse."

ORONOQUE LODGE, NO. 90, I. 0. 0. F.

This lodge was instituted by Grand Master A. W.
Phelps, in the old Masonic Hall. The first officers

installed were J. W. Dufow, N. G. ; G. T. Lewis,

V. G. ; Charles D. Curtis, Treas. ; H. A. Sutton, Sec.

Charter members : Joseph W. Dufow, George T.

Lewis, Francis S. Avery, Lucius E. Hendic, H. A.

Sutton, John Cradduck, Charles D. Curtis, William

Shilston, Perry Beardsley, C. Lister Young, Laspore

K. Whitman, Lewis S. Hubbull, Abram T. Peck.

The following is a list of Noble Grands from organ-

ization to present time : Joseph W. Dufow, George

T. Lewis, John Cradduck, Francis S. Avery, Laspore

K. AVhitney, John Kugler, Charles E. Curtis, A. S.

Allen, D. W. Judson, A. C. Ellis, William Young,
Lewis S. Hubbull, A. C. Ellis, A. McEwen, George

Cradduck, William Blormy.

THE STRATFORD ACADE.MY.

The Stratford Academy was founded in 1805, and

in the following year received its charter from the

Legislature of Connecticut. It soon won and has

since uniformly maintained a high stand as an Eng-

lish and classical school, making little display of

superficial knowledge and partially learned accom-

plishments, but furnishing a solid basis of education,

and from year to year sending its pupils to take the

highest rank in the best colleges in our land, and to

fill places of honor and trust in the largest cities.

Never has its reputation as an institution of learning-

been higher or better sustained than during the quar-

ter of a century which has elapsed since, in 1847,

Mr. Frederick Sedgewick, A.M., entered upon the

duties and responsibilities of its management. He
resigned as princiiial of the institution in 1872, and

has since conducted a select school. Mr. Sedgewick

has been, and still is, a very successful teacher, and

during the years he officiated as principal of the

academy more than one thousand pupils received in-

struction at that institution.

The Strafford Institute, Mrs. E. E. Clark, Principal,

is a flourishing school and justly merits its present

fiopularity.

SCHOOLS.

For the present condition of the schools, see Gen-
eral History.

CHAPTER LXXVIII.

STEATFOED (Continued).

CIVIL AND MILITARY, Etc.

Original Name and Area—Eepreseutativps—Selectmen—Extracts from

Kecords—Eai-Marks—Boro\igh of West Stratford—Organization—First

Officers—Officers from Organization to Present Time—Stratford of To-

Daj'—Military.

The original name of Stratford was Cujjheag, and

it embraced the present towns of Bridgeport, Trum-
bull, Huntington, and Monroe.

LIST OF REPRESENTATIVES.

The following is a list of representatives from 164G

to 1880

:

REPRESENTATIVES FROM 1646 TO 1880.

1616, Tlionias Fayerchikl; li;50-52, Will Beardsly
;
1653, Philip Granes,

Will Beardsly
;
1054-55, Pliill Graues, Tlio. Fairecliild

;
1056-57, John

Wells
;
1658, Will Beardsley

;
1659, Thomas Fairecliild, Joseph Jud-

son ; 1600, Philip Groues, Tho. Fairchild
;
1001-63, Philip Groues,

Joseph Judson; 1004, Mr. Tlio. Fayrechild, Ens. Judson
; 1065, Mr.

Thomas Fayrechild, Joseph Judson, Philip Groue
;

1600-67, Mr.

Fairfield, Ens. Judson; 1608-71, Lieut. Wm. Curtice, Mr. Jos. Havv-

ley; 1672, Lieut. Wm. Curtice, Mr. John Brinsmead; 1673, Capt.

Wm. Curtice, John Picket
; 1674, Capt. Wni. Curtice, Mr. Jos. Haw-

ley
; 1075, Capt. Wm. Curtice, Mr. John Picket, Sr.; 1076, Francis

Hall, Jeliiel Preston
;
1677-78, Capt. Wm. Curtice, Mr. Joseph Haw-

ley
;
1609-80, Capt. Wm. Curtice, Mr. Fi ancis Hall

;
1081, Mr. Joseph

.Havvley, Ens. Stive Burrett; 1682-S3, Capt. Wm. Curtice, Mr. Joseph

Hawley, Sergt. Jehiel Preston, Mr. Samuel Sherman
; 1684, Capt.

Wm. Curtice, Mr. .los. Hawley; 1685, Capt. Wm. Curtice, Francis

Hall ; 1080, Sergt. Joseph Curtice, Mr. Robert Lane
;
1087, Mr. Jos.

Hawley, Jlr. Sam. Sherman; 1089-90, Mr. Joseph Curtis, Mr. Josiah

Niccols; 1091, Ensign Stephen Buret, Mr. Josepli Curtice; 1692,

Capt. Wm. Curtice, Mr. Josepli Curtice
;
1693, Blr. Joseph Curtice,

Mr. Sam. Sherman ; 1194, Mr. .loseph Curtice; 1695, Mr. Ephraim

Stiles, Mr. Nath. Sherman ; 1690. Mr. Richard Blackleech, Mr. Bph
Stiles; 1697, Mr. Ambrose Thomson, Mr. Ephraim Stiles; 1698, Mr.

Richai'd Blackleech; 1699, Mr. Richard Blackleech, Capt. James

Judson; 1700, Capt. James Judson, Mr. Nathan Sherman; 1701,

Capt. James Judson, Mr. Ben. Beach
,
1702, Lieut. Tliomas Knowls,.

Mr. Nathaniel Slierman
; 1703, Capt. James Judson, Lieut. Tho.

Knowles
;

17U4, Mr. Jno. Burrett, Mr. Ephraim Stiles
; 1705, Mr.

Ambrose Thomson, Mr. Ben. Curtis; 1706, Capt. James Judson, Mr.

Benjamin Curtis; 1707, Mr. Benjamin Curtis, Lieut. John Hawly;

1708, Capt. James Judson, Mr. Samuel Hawly
; 1709, Capt. James

Judson, Mr. Ephraim Stiles
;
1710, Mr. Ambros Thomson

; 1711, Mr.

Samuel Hawly, Mr. Benjamin Sherman; 1712, "Capt. John Hally,

Mr. Ambrose Tiiomson; 1713-14, Capt. James Judson, Capt. John

Halley; 1715, Lieut. Jeremiah Judson, Mr. Edmund Lewis; 1716,

Capt. John Hawley, Capt. Josiah Curtice
;
1717, Mr. Ambrose Tomp-

son, Mr. John Wells; 1718, Capt. James Judson, John Tompson
;

1719, Mr. Jeremy Judson, Mr. Ednmnd Lewis; 1720, Capt. John

Hawley
; 1721, Capt. John Hawley, Mr. Benjamin Curtice

;
1722,

Capt. James Lewis, Mr. John Wells
;
1723, Mr. Ednmnd Lewis, Mr.

John Thompson
; 1724, Capt. John Hawley, Mr.Eben. Curtice

;
1725,

Capt. James Lewis, Mr. John Wilco.xon
;
1726, Mr. Edmund Lewis;

Mr. Daul. Hawley ; 1727, Mr. Edmund Lewis, Mr. Jos. Judson
;
1728,

Mr. Edmund Lewis, Mr. Ephraim Curtice
;

17:i9, Mr. Edmund Lewis,

Mr. John Thompson
;
1730, Mr. Edmund Lewis, Capt. John Wells;
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1731, Ciqit. James Lewis, Mr. IOi)l]iiii)ii Ocnticc; )T,',2, Mr-. Kliliniirii
j

Curtias, Mr. AIioll Hirdsoye
;

17:i3, Mr .Icihi'|iI] Judmin, Mr. Ephrailii

Curtiss; 1734, Mr. Kplirnim CnitiKS, Mr. .losopli linotli
;

173.'), Mr. I

David JudBun, Mr. Daniel Hiilley
;

173(i, Mr. TlicopljiliiM KicliolH,

Mr. Epliraini (Jiirliws; 1737, Mi'. Daviil Slicrman, Mr. Joeepli Black-

leach; 1738, Mr. .Jciscpli ISlackl.'acli, Mr. 'riieopliiliiH Nichols; 17.39,
j

Mr. Pnniol Ilalh'.y, Mr. .I(jsepli ISDnlh
;

17-111, <
'.iiit. Theophilim NickolH,

Mr. David Shernian
;
1741, r»\,t. l'lii'u|,liilus NirkulM, (Japt. Davirl

Judsori; 1742, (Jai^t. TliediihilDs NicUnlH, Jli-. Joseph liootli
;
1843,

Capt. Thoophiliis Nicliols, Clapt. .loKe]ili lilackleach
; 1744, Capt.

Theophilns NirkolH, Ool. Edininid Lewis
; 17 l.'i, Mr. Kohert Walker,

Capt. Theo])liiliis Nickois: 174fi, f'apt. Robert Walker, Capt. David

Judson; 1747, fUpt. Tlieupliiliis Nichols, Mr. Joseph Booth
;
1748,

Capt. Eobert Walker, Mr. lOliiathaii Wliecler; 1749, Capt. Eobert

Walker, Capt. .losepli Blackleach, Eliiathaii Wheolor, Epliraim

Judsoii; 1750, Capt. Theophilus Nichols, Elnatliaii Wheeler, Capt.

Samuel Addanis; 1751, Capt. Robert Faii'chilil, Ca])t. Simmel Ad-

dams, Capt. Theophilns Nichols; 17.V2, Capl. Siiiiiuel Adams, El-

natliaii Wheeler, Agnr Toiiilinson
; 17.5;!, Ca.|it. Th(M>])liiliis Nichols,

Capt. Stiles Curtis, Hezekiah Gold, Capt. Robert li'ain bihl
; 1754,

Capt. Daniel Porter, Capt. Samuel Adams, Capt. Thoophilus Nichols, !

Capt. Robert Fairchild; 1755, Capt. Daniel Porter, Capt. William
j

Peet, Agur Tomliusou, Capt. Theophilus Nichols
; 1750, Col. Joseph

Woister, Josoiih Nichols, Capt. Isaiah Bi-own, Samuel Adams;
j

1757, Agur Toiiilinsoii, t^apt. Robert Fairchild, Capt. Theophilus
|

Nichols; 1758, Agur Tomliusou, Capt. Thoophilus Nichols, Ichabod

Lewis; 1759, Col. Robert Walker, Capt. Samuel Adams, Ichabod

Lewis; 1700, Col. Robert Walker, Ichabod Lewis; 17G1, dipt. Wil- I

Ham Samuel Johnson, Capt. Samuel Adams, Col. Robert Walker,
1

Ichabod Lewis; 17(a, no record; 1763, Col. Robert Walker, Cajit. ^

Ichabod Lewis
; 17G4, Capt. Robert Fairchild, Capt. Theophilns

'

Nickols, Josejih Curtiss, Capt. Ichabod Lewis; 1705, Capt. William
Samuel .rohnsoii, .loseph Curtiss; 1700, Capt. Ilobert Fairchild, Capt.

Ichabod Lewis; 1707, Capt. Robert Fairchild, Capt. Ichabod Lewis,

Capt. T. Nichols, Capt. A. Toniliiison; 1708, Capt. T. Nickels, Capt.

A.Tomliuson; 1709, Capt. Theophilus Nichols, Capt. Siiniuel Adams,
Capt. Agar Tomliusou

; 1770, Capt. T. Nickids, Capt. Samuel Adams,
Nathan liirdse.y ; 1771. Cajit. Theophilus Nichols, .lolin Brooks;

1772, Capt. Theophilus Nichols, Cajit. Robert Fairchild
; 1773, Capt,

Robert Fairchild, John Brooks, Abner Judson
; 1774, Capt. Robert

I'airchild, Abner Judson, Cajit. Daniel Judson; 1775, Capt. Robert

Fairchild, Capt. Ichabod Lewis; 1770, Capt. Robert Fairchild, Capt.

Ichabod Lewis, Capt. Daniel Judson; 1777, Capt. Abraham Brins-

made, Capt. Daniel Judson; 1778, Capt. Abraham Brinsmade, Capt.

Stephen Burroughs, Daniel Beniict; 1779, Capt. Abrahani Brins-

made, Elisha Mills, Capt. Saiiiiiel Blackmail; 1780, Capt. Robert !

Fairchild, Elisha Mills, Stephen Burroughs, Daniel Bennett; 1781,*

Elisha Mills, Daniel Bennett, Capt. Daniel Judson; 1782, Elisha

Mills, Capt. Daniel Judson, Maj. Agur Judson, Stephen Middlebrook
;

1783, Maj. Agur Jndson, Capt. Joseph Walker, Cajit. Robert Fair-

child
; 1784, Maj. Agur Jackson, Capt. Robert Fairchild, .lohn Black-

leach, Elisha Mills; 1785, Daniel Bonnet, ('apt. Daniel Judson,

Samuel Bennet, Abijah McEweii
; 1780, Abijali McEwen, Daniel

Bennett; 1787, Abijah McEwon, Capt. Beach Tomlinson, Maj.

Joseph Walker, Abraham Brinsmade; 1788, Elisha Mills, Capt,

Nathaniel M'hoeler; 178!), Abijah McEwen, Maj. Aaron Ilawloy,
j

Capt. Robert Walker; 1790, Cajit. Mathiius Nicholl, Jabe/. II. Tomlin-

son, Samuel William Johnson; 1791, Jabe/, II. Tomlinson, Aaron I

Hawley, Mathias Nicholl, Samuel William Johnson; 1792, Abijah

McEwen, Jeremiah Beardsley, Abijah Starling, Samuel W. Johnson

;

1793, Abijah McEw:eu, Zacliariah ( 'oo, Jabe/, II. Tomlinson, Jeremiah

Beardsley; 1794, Jabez H. Tomlinson, John Thompson, Samuel M'il-

liam Johnson
;
1795, Samuel William .lolinsoii, Abi,iah Brooks, Jabe/,

'

H. Tomlinson, John Thompson; 1790, Mathias Nicholl, Jabez II.

Tomlinson, Saiii'l Wm. Johnson; 1797, Sani'l Win, Johnson, Jabe/.

H. Tiunliuson, J. Thompson
; 1798, Jos. Lacey, Jos. Walker, Abijah

Sterling; 1799, Roswell Judson, Jos. Walker, Abijah Sterling, John
Thompson

;
1800, Roswell Judson, J. Walker, .1, Thomson

;
1801, J.

]

Walker, A, Sterling, J, H. Tomlinson, Roswell Judson
;
1802, J. H.

Tomlinson, Robert Fairchild, Roswell .Inilson, Matthias Nicholl

;

1803, Jabez II. Tonilinsoii, Robert Fairchild, Samuel Wheeler; 1804,
!

Elnathan Wilco.xson, Robert Fairchild, Jabez II, Tomlinson, Roswell i

Judson
;
1805, Jabez H. Tomlinson, Robert Farchild, i'i.\ley Judson,

[

* No list given in State records. Above procured ft'om Governor Trnni-

buIVs diary in Connecticut Historical Society's rooms.

Matthias Nichols
;
1800, Jabez II. Tonilliiw^ii, lUiU-it Fair' lilhl, Bon-

well Judson, Samuel Hawley; 1807, Jabez H. Toiiilin».iii, Klijah Uf-

foot, Jr., Samuel Wheeler; 1808,Samiiel W. JoIiiidoii, Jabez H. Tom-
linson; 1809, .Samuel W. Jolinw.in, Jabez H. Toiiiliiii«.>ij, Klijali Uf-

ford, Jr., John S. Cannon; 1810, .Joseph Walker, Daniel HU'rIiitg,

Jabez II. Tomlinson
;
1811, .Jabez U. TojiilitJMjn, Daniel JudMiii, Jr.,

Samuel Wlieeler
;

IHI'2, Daniel Judson, Jr., Daniel Stftrliiig, Jaljez

II. Tomlinson, John .S. Cannon; 1813, Victory Wetmore, HalmoD
Hubbell, Elijah Ulloni, Jr., Daniel .Sterling; 1814, Jabez H. Tomlin-

son, David I'eant, John S.Cannon, Elijah Ij fiord
;
1815, Jabez II

Tomlinson, Levi Curtis, Matthias Niclndl
;
IHIO, Levi Curtis, Xathau'l

L. Wheeler, .Joel (;ui tiss, Jerenn'ah W. IJeardslce
; 1817, David I'caiit,

Daviil Minott, Isaac Burroughs
; 1818, David Pcant, Epliraim J. Wll-

coxson, James E. Beach
;
1818, David I'eant, Kciiben Twec<Jy; 1820,

David Peant, Noah Plumb; 1821, Wilson Hawley, Asa Curtiim; 1822-

23, Robert Fairchild
;
1824, Josiali Gorham

; 182.0, Silas Burton
; 1826,

Joel Curtiss; 1K27, Klijah A. Booth
;
1828, Nathaniel L. Wheeler

;
1820,

Robert Fairchild
;

1830, Edwards Johnson
;

1831, Nathaniel L.

Wheeler; 1832, Robert Fairchild
;

lS;i3, Josiah Oorhom
;

18:t4, .John

Welles, Jr,; 1835, Charles Gilbert
;
1830, Stiles Jndson

;
18:i7, Nathan-

iel L, Wheeler; 1838, .Stephen Curtiss; 1839, Lewis Wells ; 1840, Da-

vid Goihani; 1841, Judson Peck; 1842,
;

184.3, Ell W.
Lewis; 1844, Pliilo Curtiss; 184.5, Gould Blakemau; 184n, .John

Wilcoxson; 1847, Everett Wheeler; 1848, David Peant; 1849, Levi

(Jurtiss, Jr.
;

18.50, .lolin Coe; 1851, John Wilcoxson
;

18.52, I. WelU;

1853, Alfred Bnrritt; 1854, Gould Blakeman ; 18.55, Charles Gilbert;

1850, Josiah Gorliam; 18.57, William M. Perry; 1858, J. W. Stagg;

1859, William R. Hubbell
;
1800, Henry Dikeman; UCl,John Mitch-

ell; 1802, A. B. Judd; 18i;3, Henry Peant; 1804, CD. Wheeler; 1865-

07, Curtis Thompson
;
18C8, Charles L. Beach

; 1809, Lewis W. Bur-

ritt; 1870-71, J. W. Knowlton
;
1872-74, A. B. Judd; 1875, Nathan

B. Wells; 1870, Charles B. Curtiss; 1877, Edmuml B Peck; 1878,

Daniel C. Wood; 1879, Charles 0. Wells
;
1880, Stiles Judson,

In Ifiyi John Curtis, ITcnrv Tomlinson, Francis

Hull, Richard Battlen (?), and Robert Clark were

chosen townsmen.

In 1G8() 1 Sherman, Thomas Wells, James

Judson, Ilobert ,t Samuel Ilawley were chosen

townsmen.

LIST OF SELECTMEN.

1708, Joseph Curtis, Capt. Isaiah Brown, Le Grand Cannon, Elisha Mills,

John Jliddlebrook, Jr., Capt. Ezra Ilawley, David Wilcoxson: 1774,

Nathaniel M'heeler, Joseph I.iewis, Joseph Curtis, Maj. A. Judson,

Zacliariah Coe, Edward Burroughs, .Tolin Judson; 1780, Nathaniel

Wheeler, (^apt. Ebeiiezer Coe, Lieut, Stephen Wells, Capt, Joseph

Birdsey, Stephen Summers, Stephen Middlebrook, Silas Nichols;

1790, Jabez Curtis, Jabez II. Tomlinson, Nathan , Zachariah Coe,

Benjamin Burton, Aaron Ilawley; 1800-2, 1S0G-.S, 1810, Roswell

Judson; lSOO-4, 1808, Elnathan Willcoxson; 1800, Amos Hubbell;

ISni, Elias Wills, .losiah Lacy; 1803, Samuel Warden; 1802-3, John

Booth; 1802, Aaron Hawley; 1803-4, John G. Coe; 1804-7, Jabea

M'. Tomlinson ;
1SU4-5, William Walker; 1S04, Pixloe Judson, Samuel

Warden; 1804-9, Joel Curtis; 1805-8, 1810-14, Samuel ll.awlcy;

1800-7, Lewis Lo Grand Cannon; lSUS-9, S:iiuuel I'lford; 1SC9-13,

Charles McEwen
; 1809, Abi.iah Hawley

;
1811-19, 1822-23, Levi Cur-

tiss
;

1811, Daniel Judson, Jr.; 1811-13, Agur Curtis, Jr.; 181.1,

Stephen Booth; 1814-18, David Plant; 181.5-Ui, Ezra Gi-egory
; 1817,

Enoch Footo; 1818-20, Reuben Tweedy; 1819, AsiV Curtis; 1S20-23,

Elij.ah Booth; 1821, E. J. Wilcoxson; 1821-22, J. Gorham
; 1823,

Samuel Curtis, Jr.
;
1824-31, Eli W. Lewis ; I824-2o, Stephen Booth;

1824-26, 1829, Abner Judsuii
;
1820, Abram C. Lewis; 1S27, Abner

Booth, Henry Ufiord
;
1828, John Wells, David B. Bio>iks; 1829-31,

18:!7, Judson Peck, Jr,; 1830-:i.5, Eli^jah Curtis; 1S3I, Lewis Wells;

1832-34, Stile?! Judson, Jr,
;

1832-;)8, Lewis Wells; lS;v5, Daniel

Williams
; 1830, Joseph UBord, Job Peck ; 1837, Lewis Wells.

FIRST SELECTMEN.

1838-40, Lewis Wells; 1841-44, Philo Curtis; 1845-50, Levi Curtis, Jr.;

1851-53, ISOO, John Coe; 1854, Joseph Vfiord ; 185.5, Isiiac Wells;

1S5G, Lewis Wells; lS.57-,59, William Itooth ; 18(>l-66, Otis Beors;

1807-68, Edwani L.Wells; 1SG9, Juhu Coe; 1870, Allen Gregory;

f Names oblitonited on records.
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1871, V. E. C. Gidilings
; 1872, F. J. Beardsley

; 1873, Edward L.

Wells
;

187-t, Charles B. Curtis
;
1875, Lewis Beardsley

;
1876, Charles

B. Curtis
;
1877-79, F. J. Beardsley.

The early inhabitants evidently manifested an

interest in the care of their records, as the following

shows

:

" The Town at a lawful meeting y 24th May 1671 Voted and agreed y'

y shall liee a small chest provided at y« charge of y Town w'>' a suffi-

cient Lock for securing of all Records or other writings y* are of con-

cernniont either for yo Town in Gen" or any particular Inhabitant of y»

Town.
" Pr John Minor,

'
' liecoi'dery

EAR-MARKS.

The following are specimens of the ear-marks used

in the early days to distinguish cattle, sheep, etc.

:

" Samuel Hawley of North Stratford his ear mark a slit in y<' near ear

and a half penny each side the right ear. Eecorded Feby 25 17()0.

" Capt Kobt Fairchilds ear mark for his Creatures is a Swallow fork on
,

y« end of y« Eight ear & a half penny & a nick on y upper side of y«

left y« nick Toward ye end of y' ear & Eecorded June y 7th 1758."

j

BOROUGH OP WEST STRATFORD.

The borough of West Stratford was organized July

S, 1873. According to the charter the first officers held

ofiice for sixteen months, and the annual election to

take place thereafter the first Monday in December
j

every year. The first officers for 1873 and 1874 were:

Warden, W. A. Lewis
;
Burgesses, Alfred Beers, Jas.

Bounds, E. B. Peck, John French, William H. Bun-

aiell, and Harvey Birdsey; Clerk, Charles H. Hin-

man
;
Treasurer, H. B. Drew

;
Collector, D. C. Wood;

Bailiff, H. T. Quire
;
Registrars of Voters, J. R. Lock-

wood and Frank Bacon. Officers for 1875 : Warden,
\

W. A. Lewis
;
Burgesses, Alfred Beers, Harvey Bird-

sey, William Meachem, Thomas Lewis, Allen Gregory, i

and T. V. Boyden
;
Clerk, Charles H. Hinman ; Treas-

^irer, H. B. Drew
;
Collector, Albert Thoinpson ; Bail-

iff, H. T. Quire; Registrars of Voters, William F.

Thompson and F. O. Reilly
;
Inspectors of Election,

J. W. Bradley and William Lord. Officers for 1876

:

Warden, Alfred Beers; Burgesses, S. H. Danks, Allen

Gregory, Charles L. Beach, Wiliam Lord, and H. G.

B. Cuzner
;
Clerk, Charles H. Hinman

;
Collector,

George Bertine
;
Treasurer, H. B. Drew

;
Bailiff, Peter

Umstratter
;
Registrars of Voters, J. R. Lockwood

and C. E. Sherwood
;
Inspectors of Election, William

B. Blake and William A. Mills. Ofiicers for 1877:

Warden, E. B. Peck
;
Burgesses, William H. Bunnell,

Allen Gregory, H. G. B. Cuzner, Leonard Wells, Miles

B. Beardsley, and George H. Zink
;

Clerk, Charles

Riddle ;
Treasurer, H. B. Drew

;
Bailiff, William B.

Youngs ;
Collector, Lyman S. Catlin

;
Registrars of

Voters, J. W. Bradley and William Lord
;
Inspectors

of Election, W. F. Thompson and J. R. Lockwood.

Officers for 1878 : Warden, H. G. B. Cuzner
;
Burgesses,

Alfred Beers, S. O. Canfield, George H. Zink, C. H.

Huntoon, William Waterhouse, and Burr Jellifi";

Clerks, A. C. Ellis (six months), Charles H. Hinman

(six months); Treasurer, H. B. Drew; Collector,

George Bertine
;
Bailiff, W. H. Beardsley

;
Registrars

of Voters, J. R. Lockwood and C. E. Sherwood;

Inspectors of Election, H. O. Lund and Charles

Meachem. Officers for 1879: Warden, R. T. Jen-
nings

;
Burgesses, George Lewis, Theodore Quitmeyer,

E. Siviter, Burr Jelliff, and D. C. Wood
;
Clerk, Charles

H. Hinman; Treasurer, H. B. Drew; Bailiff, W. H.
Beardsley; Collector, George Bertine; Registrars of

Voters, J. R. Lockwood and C. E. Sherwood
;
Inspec-

tors of Election, F. B. Coffin and Charles Meachem.
Officers for 1880: Warden, George H. Zink, Sr.; Bur-
gesses, A. M. Scott, John S. Fray, Wheeler Hawley,
James Bounds, William S. Burr, and Harvey Birdsey;

Clerk, Charles H. Hinman
;
Treasurer, H. B. Drew

;

Collector, George Bertine; Bailiff, George Baker;
Inspectors of Election, William F. Thompson and
William Lord, Jr.

;
Registrars of Voters, F. V. D.

Bogart and J. R. Hull. V. R. C. Giddings has been
the borough attorney since its organization.

The number of inhabitants of the borough is about

two thousand, according to the present census. The
school-house in the lower district has four teachers,

with about two hundred and ninety scholars, regular

attendance, and the school in the upper district, two
hundred scholars regular. There have been about

thirty new houses added to the borough during the

past three years.

The Rogers and Brittin Silver Company, located in

this town, has a capital of $50,000, with an author-

ized capital of $250,000. F. D. Rogers is President,

F. W. Brittin, Vice-President, S. T. Rogers, Secretary,

and E. L. Brittin, Treasurer. This company manu-
factures the finest quality of nickel silver " flatware,"

spoons, forks, ladles, etc., plated and in the metal.

It is a new industry for this section, and justly merits

its present success.

STRATFORD OF TO-DAY.

"The village has never been stirred by those

uneasy activities which overturn other New England

towns, or if an impulse so little akin to its habits and
traditions has been felt, it was sure to result in dis-

integration, and Stratford has cast off its unruly

suburbs, with their enterprises and industries and

ambitions. Our Stratford has known no bustles, no

excitements, no competitions; no coarse stimulus

has intruded into its life. The motto of the place

and the expression of its repose has been from the

beginning, 'Surtout point de zele.'

" Hence one feels more than one sees in the old

town. Its wide grass-bordered streets,—almost lawns

in themselves,—its immemorial elms, which arch

above the silent walks, its glimpses of the wide ma-

jestic river, the harbor and Sound, with the blue

shores of Long Island on the far horizon,—all have

as many suggestions to the mind and the imagination

as to the senses, and the happiness one gains in the

place has its roots in the finest perceptions. Main
Street, canopied by a leafy dome of elms, runs the

entire length of the town ; after passing the ' Upper

Green' it becomes no longer a village street, but a
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picturesque country road, wending tlirou{i;h wooilcd

nooks and along tlie banks of the Housatoiiic into

the shadows and silence of the forests. Thus on the

north Stratford merges its genuine cliaractcristics in

New England hill and river scenery, l)ut on the south

stretches a lazy length to listen to the murmur of the

sea. Below the Neck are the broad salt meadows,

scarcely above the sea line, leveling away to the

horizons, through which wind creeks, the water level

with the banks at high tide, while at the ebb the

sides are left perpendicular, black, and bare. Here

grows the salt-grass, dry, stiff, glistening, drowned

twice a day by the sea and scorched by the suns,

until the farmers cut it and carry it home in great

thrifty-looking loads, which creep, a monotonous

procession, through the quiet streets under the long

shadows toward sunset on September days. Then
the meadows, green before, take on mellow autumn
tints—warm browns, russet, orange, crimson—and,

traversed by wandering shadows on autumn days,

these wide monotonous spaces have a beauty and a

poetry of their own.

"The chief streets of the village were originally

laid out sixteen rods wide. Each generation has en-

croached a little on the broad stretches of green-

sward, but they still remain of wonderful width, and,

played over by the shadows and the sunshine which
flickers through the branches of the lofty trees, give

an impression of illimitable distances and massive re-

pose. Stratford set out to be a city, and was carefully

surveyed and laid out in squares ; and it is a melan-

choly thought that instead of fulfilling its destiny, a

city it might have become excej^t for the lucky acci-

dent that its harbor was neither so broad nor so deep

as that of Bridgeport, which lies a few miles westward.

As a city it might have been surpassed by others, and

the distinction of the strange, soft cliarin which now
wins the eye and fixes the place in the heart would

have been lost.

" The Housatonic River widens at its outlet and

makes a beautiful bay, which is called ' the harbor.'

The river deserves more than a passing word. Until

its waters near the sea they flow through a picturesque,

mountainous region, which contains some of the most

charming scenery of New England. But by the time

it begins to feel the languid pulse of the tide it spreads

its waters, washing banks rich in all pastorial beauties,

and seeming no longer a river, but an arm of the sea.

The apparent breadth of the bay is diminished by the

low-lying sedgy banks of Well's Island, and to the

east Milford Beach runs down its long white taper

fingers, fringed with glistening shoals. Then open
the far horizons of the Sound, spreading into distances

of deep pure color except in the farthest verges, where
Long Island shows, or the illimitable waste merges

into pale, misty opal tints.

" Whatever commerce once came into Stratford

harbor has almost passed away, and except for a few

sloops and schooners discharging cargoes of coal, and

an oc( usioniil obstnqxTOUs «team-tug, it in now le«H

devoted to tlie hirger maritime enterpriHCH Uian U>

\

j)leasure-parties and aniatiMir fishermen. Yachts and

sail-boats, clean-cut shar]H;ys, and catamarans sug-

gesting phantoms of a wreck, cliitse each otlier up

and down the bay on a summer's day, cross and re-

cross, tacking, jibing, careening from morning till

night. Th(!n in the oyster-sea.'ion a brisk traffic is

carried on, and the waters are covered with a flotilla

[
of odd-looking craft buying up loads of barby oysters

for bedding."

—

Mrs. Kirh.

MILITARY RECOKD.

FIRST KKGIMENT.

Company L.

i I/diiiH Thomas, cril. Jan. 5, 1804.

' .John Cdhnrn, cul. Ajiril 2R, 18(>4; iiinnt. out July 8, 1805.

William Harvey, eiil. March 1)1, 1804.

I Ciiarlcs Pearl, (Mil. Jan. 2, 18(H.

Keren Sweeney, enl. April 1, 1804.

George Wilson, enl. .Jan. 2, 1804.

SECOND LIGHT DATTEUY.

William M. Barnum, enl. July 31, 1802; disch. March 24, 1863.

Burr W. Cosier, enl. Aug. 5, 1802 ; disch. March :i, 1803.

Anson W. Dart, enl. JIarch C, 1802 ; died March 30, 1803.

George W. Hazard, enl. Aug. 1, 1802; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

John C. Newton, enl. Aug. 6, 1862; died Dec. 20, 1864.

James A. Peck, enl. Aug. 0, 1802 ; died April 24, 1863.

Charles F. Roberts, enl. Aug 2, 1802; must. -out Aug. 9, 1865.

Henry Roberts, enl, Aug. 12, 1802 ; must, out .\ug. 9, 1865.

George H. Spall, enl. Aug. 0, 1802 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1805.

1
M'illiam li. Sniltin, enl. July 31, 1802 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Kdniund Thompson, enl. July 8, 1S(;2; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

William B. Wilcoxou, enl. Aug. 6, 1802; must, out May 23, 1865.

Samuel Blair, unl. Jan. 4, 1804.

ARTILtEKT.

Company B.

Dewitt F. Clinton, enl. May 22, 1801.

Company F.

William Murphey, enl. May 23; wounded May, 1864; disch. May 22,

1804.

Company M.

Frederick E. Bassett, enl. Feb. 4, 1802 ; re-onl. Feb. 5, 1864.

John B. Beardsley, enl. Feb. 4, 1802; disch. Feb. 4, 1805.

Charles E. Beei-s, enl. Feb. 4, 1S62; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864; must, out Sept

25, 1805.

Charles E. Curtis, enl. March 5,1802; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864 ; must out Sept.

25, 1S05.

Stiles J. Peck, enl. Feb. 7, 1802; re-enl. Feb. 5. 1S04; must, out Sept 25,

1SG5.

Francis 0. Wheeler, enl. Feb. 18, 1802 ; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864 ; must out

Sept. 25, 1805.

SBCONP ARTILLERY.

Company B.

Isaac Beardsley, enl. Jan. 5, 1804.

Cotnpai}y E.

Charles A. Johnson, enl. .Tan. 1, 1804; died Oct. 20, 1S64.

William Lee, enl. Feb. 8, 1804.

I James Shay, enl. Fe"b. 8, 1804.

I

Frederick J. Booth, enl. July 22, 1801 ; disch. July 22, 1S64.

I

Otis G. Lewis, enl. July 22. 1861 ; disch. July 22, 18(i4.

j

,\bi'am T. Peck, enl. July 22, ISOl ; re-eul. Bee. 21, 1863; must out July

;
19, 1805.

William It. Wbeaton. enl. July 22, 1801 ; disch, for dis!\bility Oct 1, 1861.

SIXTH REGIMENT INFANTRY,

j

Company B.

• Be.\ter W. Ingalls, enl. Jan. 30, 1S62; died June 23, 1864,
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Company E.

James F. King, eiil. Noy. 15, 1864; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

Thomas Quigley, eul. Nov. 17, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

George Kothe, enl. Dec. 2, 1864.

Conipanti I.

Eodeiick S. Beers, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; must, out Sept. 11, 1864.

William H. Biuton, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; must, out Sept. 11, 1864.

Kobert C. Peck, enl. Aug. 26, 1862 ; died July 20, 1863.

John Eaygan, enl. Nov. 17, 1864; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

John Smith, enl. Feb. 6, 1864; must, out May 24, 18G5.

EIGHTH REGIMENT.

Company E.

Edwin W. Bassett, eul. Sept. 25, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863.

John Clark, enl. Nov. 19, 1864; must, out Dec. 12, 1865.

Unassigned JiecruUs.

Tliomas Fitzgerald, enl. Feb. 9, 1864.

NINTH BEGIMENT.

Company I.

Charles S. Palmer, first lientenaut; com. Oct. 30, 1861; pro. to captain;

res. May 17, 1863.

Pierce D. Colburn, corporal ; enl. Oct. 1, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1864 ; trans.

to Co. D ; must, out Aug. 3, 1865.

George F. Cooke, enl. Oct. 1, 1861 ; re-enl. Feb. 28, 1864; trans, to Co. D;
must, out Aug. 3, 1865.

Company K.

David A. Slawson, enl. March 26, 18C2 ; died July 22, 1862.

ELEVENTH EEGIJIENT.

Company A.

Henry Snow, enl. Dec. 15, 1864 ; must, out Dec. 21, 1865.

Company B.

Frank Terry, enl. Nov. 17, 1864.

Company H.

Charles Jones, enl. Nov. 26, 1864.

Company 7i.

John W. Hale, enl. Feb. 16, 1864.

James Lorman, enl. Nov. 28, 1864.

TWELFTH KEGIMBNT.

Company B.

George H. Nash, enl. Nov. 20, 1861 ; rc-enl. Jan. 1, 1864 ; killed Oct. 19,

1864.

Company C.

Augustine Gray, enl. Dec. 19, 1861 ; re-enlisted
;
pro. to first lieutenant;

must, out Aug. 12, 1865.

Frederick W. Judson, enl. Jan. 15, 1862 ; killed Oct. 27, 1862.

FOURTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company A.

Oscar R. Beers, enl. Aug. 1, 1862 ; disch. April 20, 1863.

James H. Bartrani, enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; died in hospital (must, out roll).

.Hanford Curtis, enl. July 26, 18C2; died Dec. 15, 1862.

Benjamin Curtis, eul. July 26, 1862; died June 9, 1863.

Francis E. Curtis, enl. July 31, 1862; disch. March 10, 1863.

Albert DeForrest, enl. July 26, 1862;_iJro. to second lieutenant; must,

out May 31, 1865.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.

Robert C. McEwen, first assistant surgeon; com. Aug. 16, 1862; res.

Sept. 30, 1863.

Company C.

Thomas O'Brien, enl. Feb. 9, 1864; must, out July 19, 1865.

Company D,

William H. Keeler, corporal; enl. July 25, 1862; must, out July 19,

1865.

John E. Booth, enl. Aug. 7, 1802; killed July 1, 1863.

Selah G. Blakeman, enl. July 29, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Henry J. Blakeman, enl. May 29, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Charles H. Clark, enl. July 29, 1862; disch. April 10, 1863.

Stephen C. Crofut, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; killed July 1, 1863.

George H. Gregory, enl. Aug. 8, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

George W. Keeler, enl. July 23, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

John N. Munger, enl. July 29, 1862 : died Feb. 13, 1863.

Company G.

Wilson French, first lieutenant; com. Aug. 11, 1862; pro.,to captain;

disch. May 15, 1865.

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT.

Company I.

Edwin L. Woodin, enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

TWENTY-NINTH REGIMENT.

Company H.

John L. Williams, enl. Dec. 30, 1863.

George Williams, enl. Dec. 30, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Company I.

Edwin Freeman, musician ; enl. Jan. 2, 1864 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Boston White, eul. Jan. 4, 1864 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

THIRTIETH REGIMENT.

Company C.

John Banks, enl. Feb. 4, 1864 ; must, out Nov. 7, 1865.

John Steddler, enl. Feb. 8. 1864: mnst. out Nov. 7, 1865.

Lame Suttles, enl. Feb. 8, 1864 ; killed July 30, 1864.

THIRTY-FIRST REGIMENT.

Company F.

John Mcintosh, enl. March 31, 1864.

CHAPTEE LXXIX.

TKUMBULL.

Geographical—Topographical—List of Pioneers—Early Physicians—First

Marriages—First Birtlis—Schools—The Revolution—War of 1812—

The Revolufionof 1809—The Whipping-Post—Post-offlces—The Birth-

place of Professor Benjamin Silliman.

The town of Trumbull is located in the southeast-

ern part of the county, and is bounded as follows:

On the north by Monroe; on the east by Huntington

and Stratford ; on the south by Stratford and Bridge-

port ; and on the west by Easton.

The surface of this town is diversified with hills

and valleys, and the soil is generally fertile and pro-

ductive.

As will be seen by reference to a following chapter

in the history of this town, Trumbull originally com-

prised a portion of the old town of Stratford, and the

first settlements were doubtless made soon after the

settlement of the mother-town.

THE PIONEERS.

The following is a list of early settlers who were

here as early as 1731 : Nathan Hawley, David Booth,

Thos. Peet, Elijah Nickolls, David Calhoun, William

Hawley, Ephraim Booth, Daniel Beach, Josiah Beach,

Thos. White, Oliver Hawley, Stephen Mallory, Amos
Elmer, Abraham Nickolls, Thos. Lake, John Fair-

child, Edward Lake, David Lake, John Nickolls,

James Peet, John Sunderland, John Sherwood, Daniel

Sherwood, Israel Beach, and Ebenezer Hurd.

Other early settlers were James Beech, A. Salmon,

Elijah Turney, Isaac Harris, Samuel B. Edwards,
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Michael Seeley, Joseph Wheeler, Salmon Mallett,
i

Minor Higby, Eli NieliolM, Rol)t. Mallett, Htcitljen A. i

Gregory, John Giie.s, Thiuldeus Bennett, Eli Plumb,

John Nichols, Jr., Benj. Reech, Jonatiian NieholH,

Philo Peet, Silas Harris, Elijah E. Curtis, James

Beardslee, Jr.,* Reuben P. Seeley, Solomon Peet,

David Fairehild, Z. Tliorp, Gurdon Sterling, Thomas

Stratton, Samuel Clark, Elijah Harris, .losiah North-

rop, John B. Hons.

At an election for members of Congress, held in

April, 1800, one hundred and sixty-seven votes were

cast.

In the early history of the town it was ordered that

whoever desired to become a resident must subscribe

the freeman's oath, as it was called, and under date

of April 2, 1792, " the following gentlemen were ad-

mitted freemen by taking the oath : Abijah Curtis,

Sherman Edwards, Elijah Beech, Peter Summers,

Andrew Lewis, Eli Edwards, Nehemiah K. Edwards,

Abijah Edwards, Abijah Utfoot, David Mallett, Jr.,

Jos. Mallett, Jr., David Edwards, .Jr., Thos. Ward,

Abraham Middleliawk, Seth Mallett, Elijah Beecli,

Jr., Amos Osborn, Zachariah Mallett, Lewis Edwards,

Joseph Gregory, and Abijah Peet. Recorded by

Eliakim Beech, Clerk."

In the following Seirtember the following gentle-

men were admitted freemen by taking the freeman's

oath : Z. Fairweather, Robt. Middlebook, Nathaniel '.

Beech, Jr., Andrew Curtis, Jos. Hawley, Hezekiah

Curtis, Jr., Nathan N. Peet, Elnathan Turney, John
Peter, John Cogeshall, Ephraim Peter, David Sher-

man, Nathaniel Beech (3d), .Tohn R. Gregory, Z.

Mallett, Jr.

In 1799 the following were admitted as free-

men : John Nichols, Wooster Hurnston, Elijah

Booth, Samuel Haine, Eli Burton, Benjamin Turney,

Joseph Hamblin, Joseph Burton, Jr., David Peet,

Thomas Hawley, Abijah Hawley, David Middle-

brook, Gideon Peet, Jr., Ephraim Middlebrook,

Daniel Hawley, Thaddeus Jinnings, Joseph Sterling,

Lewis Fairehild, Jr., Daniel Waklee, Alford Beech,

Sillie Summers, Nehemiah Fairehild, Levi Summers,

David Sherwood, Robert Da.shum, Jonathan Tongue,

Jr., Eli Starr, Ira Summers, Daniel Barel, Silas

Beardslee, Isaac Palichar, Daniel Turney, Joseph

Wetmore, Eli Tongue, Eben Beach, Philo Beers,

Thomas Daskam, F. Sherwood, James Downs, Silas

Beach, Burr Silliman, Abel S. Beach, Hezekiah

Nichols, Thomas Peet, Nathan N. Walker, Joseph

E. Mallett, and Abraham Brinsmade.

EAKIA' PHYSICIANS.

One of the earliest physicians, and probably the
j

first in the town, was Stephen Middlebrook, father of

Dr. Elijah Middlebrook. The latter, famous as the

publisher of " Middlebrook Almanac," was in active

practice here about half a century.

Among other physicians are mentionefi the namen

of Daniel Beard, Isaac Jennings, Daniel TJfford, and

Georg(! Dyer. There is but one physician now reni-

dent of tin; town. Dr. Seth Hill, at Tasliua.

FIRST MARRIAGKS.

The following is a list of a few of tiie first mar-

riages, as kept by Rev. Mr. Miner, who w;is pastor of

the ciiurch in 1731: Jeremiah Jolinson and Zipporah

Mallory, Ebenezer Hurd and Abigail Hubbell, Jos.

Lake and Dcl)orah .Jackson, James Phippenne and

Hannah Smitii, Isaac Jackson and Rachel Nickolis,

Samuel Shelton and Abigail Nickolis, John Middle-

brook and Eunice Bostwick, Israel Munger and May
Brinsmead, Andrew Booth and Sarah Patterson.

FIRST lilRTIIS.

The following is a record of the first births in this

town, and in 1731 : Lois Hawley, Esther Miner, Ann
Booth, Nathan Peet, Jonathan Nickolis, James Cal-

houn, Charity Booth, Elijah Beach, Ann Beach,

Sarah White, Ichabod Hawley, Ogden Mallory, Ann

Elmer, Abram Nickolis, and Lucy Lake.

The old parish record of North Stratford (Trum-

bull) shows that "Peggy, negro servant of Ensign

William Peet, was bapti^red June 27, 1731."

SCHOOLS.

The first merchant in town was Stephen Middle-

brook, who kept where John Beardsley now lives.

Eliakim Beach kept a store at Trumbull, and Robert

Nichols was in trade at Nichol's Farms.

THE REVOLUTION.

The following is a copy of an interesting Revolu-

tionary document now in the possession of L. N.

Middlebrook, Esq., of Bridgeport

:

"North Str.itforci,t Marcli Utli, 1778.

"The foUowing is an exact account of the don.itions of the parish

of North Stiatfoid ,for the Continental soldiers in the southern army.

Valley Ford, belonging to this place sent down by Lient. Becbe. being

fifteen in nnmbcr, to be divided ciiually between them, viz. the following

persons: John Downs, .Teamcs Downs, Abraham Hawley, Truman

French, William Dascomb, Daniel Kvis, Nathan Ilawh y. Reuben Beach,

Joel Mosher, John Craford, Samuel Uenman, Daniel Slierwooii, Tone/

Turney, Ca>sar Edwards, and Nero Hawley.

" The following persons were the donoi-s:

£ ». <f.

Daniel Beei-s I' 1 10

Jonathan Beei-s <> 3 U

Nalliaiiiol Jlnsonr 0 ;t 0

David Stratton 0 3 (I

Hawkins Nichols 0 3 0

Daniel Turney 0 3 0

David Turney 0 2 0

Elnatl\aT\ Turnev , 0 3 0
Sanuu-1 French 0 2 0
John Turney 0 12 0

Ibdicrt Turnev 0 h fi

(iidoon Pert..." 0 6 0
David Kdwiuds, Jr 0 2 0

John llains 0 3 0
David Barslov 0 3 O
Thaddeus Bai-sley 0 1 9

James Bardsley 0 3 0
David French 0 4 0
John Uurlon 0 6 0
Ichabod Uawlev 0 H 0
Kliakim Beech.". 0 6 0
Daniel Beech 0 2 0

* Heretofore spelkMl in the records Biirdslc^'..
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£ s. d.

Thomas Edward's wife

0

3 9

Joslina Henman

0

6 0
John Beech

0

5 0
Euben Sherwood

0

6 0
Enoch Henman

0

6 0
Josiah Henman , 0 6 0
Samuel Turney

0

3 0
Joseph Burroughs

0

5 0
Samuel Edwards

0

3 0
Edmon Curtis

0

3 0
Gashom Turney

0

3 0
Ephraim Sterling

0

12 0
Peter Beers 0 10
Stephen Middlebrook

0

6 0

" The subscribers that gave cheese

:

ttis. oz.
Daniel Salmon

5

4
Jabez Beech

3

12
Mrs. Starling

4

4
Mrs, Beech

4

12
Joseph Burton

7

4
Benjamin Burton C 0
John French

6

8
John Wealer

6

0
Josiah Henman

5

0
John Edwards, 3d

0

0
David Edwards, 3d

6

0
John Edwards, 4th

5

o
Abigal Mosour

4

2

vo in
Eliakim Walker

5

4

" Subscribers for gammon

:

lbs. oz.
Andrew Beech

1

g
Abel Beech

4

q
William Burrit neat tongue
Mrs. Hinman

2

8
Josiah Hinman

4

8
.John Hinman ^ 4 12
Ruben Sherwood

5

8
John Turney

4

0
Agur Beech

4

4

31 0

"Small packs sent:

lbs. oz.
By Elnathan Seeley

15

4
" Daniel Hawley

6

0
" Andrew Hawley

8

8
" Peter Lewis' pack

4

8
" North Stratford, 12th March, 1778.

"Then received of Mr. Stephen Middlebrook, thesum of seven pounds
three shillings and ten pence, lawful money, for the purpose of paying
the expense of transporting a donation in provisions, from the parish of

North Stratford, to the Continental soldiers of that Parish, Gen. Wash-
ington's Headquarters.

" Pr. James Beebee,

WAR OF 1812.

Although none of the citizens of this town were en-

gaged in the battles of the war of 1812, still they held

themselves ready to respond to their country's call,

and many whose names we are unable now to obtain

joined a military organization then stationed at New
London.

At the close of the war, when the treaty of Ghent
was announced, it created a wild enthusiasm in this

yicinity. A very enthusiastic celebration was held at

Trumbull church, and a pole was raised amid the re-

joicing of the people. Old inhabitants still refer to

this celebration with patriotic pride. It is evident

that the people of Trumbull M-ere alive to the issues

of the day, for under date March 15, 1809, they ex-

press themselves in the following trenchant manner
concerning the " measures pursued by the general

government." David Beardslee was chairman of the

meeting, and Abijah Uffort and Noah Plumb reported

the following resolutions

:

" At the present momentous and alarming crisis,

when the black clouds of invasion and insurrection

darken our political horizon, it becomes the indispu-

table duty of every good citizen to rally round the

altar of Freedom reared by the valor of our fathers

and defend it against the savage insolence of foreign

j

despots and the nefarious cabals of domestic traitors.

" While by the unparalleled oppressive edicts of

the belligerents of Europe our rights are wantonly

violated, our national honor insulted, and our com-

merce insulted, we cannot conceal our astonishment

or repress our indignation of those among us who
have the effrontery to advocate the inglorious, de-

grading maxim that power is right, while they are

reviling an administration breathing a spirit of amity,

peace, and good-will to all nations, and bending to

preserve and perpetuate those rights and privileges

which the blood of their fathers calls upon them

from the ground to support. Still we trust there is

yet remaining in the people of this highly-favored

country sufficient valor, virtue, and patriotism to

maintain and support the Constitution of the United

States and the laws proceeding therefrom against all

the Joabs which infest our land. Viewing such sup-

port as the link of our safety and the bulwarks of

liberty, we do therefore

"Resolve, That we are unalterably attached to the

Constitution of the United States, viewing it to com-

bine all the principal requisites for preserving our

independence and promoting our national prosperity

;

that until gratitude ceases to have a place in our

hearts, or we forget suitably to appreciate wisdom,

virtue, and patriotism, such as were the peculiar in-

heritance of the illustrious Washington, we will ever

frown indignantly upon the first dawning of any at-

tempt to alienate one portion of the country from the

rest or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link

together its various parts."

It was also

"Resolved, We view with mingled emotions of pity

and contempt the dastardly, pitiful means which have

been employed by many under the semblance of at-

tachment to our rights and dissatisfaction with the

Embargo and their laws, while their real object is to

bring the administration into contempt," etc.

It was also

" Resolved, That we approve of the late acts and

doings of Congress."

The last of the series of resolutions was one com-

mendatory of Thomas Jefferson, " late President of

the United States." They resolve "that he is enti-

tled to the most grateful thanks and fullest confi-

dence not only of this meeting, but of every legitmate

son of Columbus, etc." The resolution was fittingly

:
closed with the following words :

" We avail ourselves

with avidity of the opportunity to express our senti-

ments of merit so exalted, and tender our sincere

prayers that the evening of his days may be as se-

rene and happy as his former life has been glorious

and useful."
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THE Wlin'PrN(i-POST.

This relic of by-gone barbarity, as it lias often been

styled, stood near the Congregational church. Mrs.

B. B. Plumb remembers when one James Read, famil-

iarly known as "Jim" Read, was publicly whipped

at this old post for stealing sheep of Robert Mallett.

He was arrested by Silas Haines, who administered

the lashes according to law !

POST-OFPrCES.

The post-office at Trumbull wtis established in an

early day, and the earliest postmaster now remem-
bered by the oldest inhabitant was Elihu Beach. He
was succeeded by B. B. Plumb. Mr. Beach was ap-

pointed a second time, succeeding Mr. Plumb. He
was succeeded by Mr. J. D. Brinsmade, who was fol-

lowed by the present incumbent, W. S. Wheeler.

The first postmaster at Long Hill was Miles Beards-

ley. He was succeeded by E. B. Middlebrook, Miles

Beardsley, and Edward Piatt, the present incumbent.

THE BIRTHPLACE OF PROF. BENJAMIN SILLIMAN.*

The old highway which leads northward through

the little village of White Plains, or Trumbull Cen-

tre, as it is more often called, turns off to the right a

little distance before you reach the Trumbull church,

and across the headwaters of the Pequonoc
;
then, as

it turns north again to lead you on up the hills to the

village of Daniel's Farms, you are confronted by a

large gable-roofed house. It is situated upon the left of

the road and, standing upon a natural elevation, over-

looks to the south the quiet village as it lies stretched

out down the valley. Across the stream, to the right I

and upon an equal elevation, stands the Trumbull

church (Congregational), whose historic society in

its record of one century and a half have borne the

names of "Society at Unity," "Society at North

Stratford," and "Trumbull Church."

The old house is of peculiar interest. Although

it was built long before the Revolution, it stands upon
its foundation with a firmness that commands vener-

ation, and is suggestive of the firm and I'esolute re-

solve of our ancestors to build a home for future gen-

erations, not only with implements of peace, but, if

necessary, with implements of war. There are many
historical associations connected with the old house,

which, by the way, has within a few years been pur-

chased by the town of Trumbull, and is now used as

a town-hall.

Among other of these associations is the fact that

at one time John Hancock held a mortgage thereon.

During the Revolution it was often a place of refuge,

and many a time during the coast ravages of the

British did the families of the colonists seek shelter

beneath the same roof which now covers Trumbull's

colonial mansion.

In this house, Aug. 9, 1779, " Benjamin Silliman,

*nv K. ('. Anililur.

the most eminent of A rf)(;rican teacherH of natural

science, was born. 'J"he home of the family, from

which his father ( Brig.-(jlen. Selleck Sillimanj had

lately been carried away as a jjrisoiicr by a party

of British soldiers, and from which his motluT, U> es-

cape the perils of war, was now a voluntary exile,

was situated in the town of Fairfield, at the distance

of a few miles from the place of his birth."

Professor Silliman, in the very last years of his life,

wrote a biographical sketch of his father, and in it

we find the following description of the event of his

mother's flight :
" My mother had secured an asylum

in the house of Mr. Eliakim Beach at North Strat-

ford, now Trumbull, and had made all necessary ar-

rangements for her own removal and that of a jjart

of her family. A British fleet and army which had

paid a hostile visit to New Haven between July 4th

and 7th, sailed from New Haven on the eve of the

7th, and on the morning of the 8th disembarked at

Kinsey Point, on the beach at Fairfield. My mother

and family, from the top of our house, witnessed the

disembarkation of these troops, and that was the sig-

nal of their own retreat to North Stratford, a distance

of seven or eight miles, where, with several members
of her family, she was comfortably establislicij and

kindly treated.

" In their progress on their ])ilgrimjourney (on horse-

back) the cannon began to roar, and the little 1)oy,

Gold Sellick, amused with the sound that brought

sorrow to many hearts, at every rejjort cried, 'bmif/ f

bang /'

"To our ears,' writes my mother, 'these were dole-

ful sounds,' and she adds: 'Oh the horrors of that

dreadful night ! At the distance of seven miles we
could see the light of the devouring flames by which

the town was laid in ashes. It was a sleepless night

of doubtful expecti^tions.'

" My mother's cheerful courage contributed to sus-

tain her; and I ought to be (I trust I am) grateful to

my noble mother, and to my gracious God, that the

midnight surprise, the horror of ruflians armed for

aggression, and the loss of her husband, as ])erhaps

she might fear, by the hands of assassins, had not

prevented my life or entailed upon it physical, mental,

or moral infirmities. Hope and comfort returned to

my mother with the assurance of my father's safety,

and with the restoration of correspondence, although

restricted to open letters and to the surveillance and

jealousy of war."

Upon the records of the Trumbull Church (vol. i.

p. Ill) is the,following record: "Benjamin, son of

Brig.-Gen. Gold Syllick Sylliman and his wife. Born

August the 9th, and baptized Sejtt. r2th. The general

then being a prisoner on I>ong Island, his lady fleeing

j

from the conflagatiou of Fairfield and took refuge iu

this society."
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CHAPTER LXXX.
TEUMBULL (ContiDued).

CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

Organization of Town—First Town-Meeting—Offlcei's Elected—Select-

men from 1797 to 1881—Representatives from 1798 to 1881—Ecclesias-
tical History— Congregational Church— Trinity Church, Nichols'

Farms—Grace Church, Long Hill—Methodist Episcopal Church,

Nichols' Farms—Christ Church, Tashua—Military History.

CIVIL HISTORY.

The territory embraced within tlie bounds of the

present town of Trumbull composed a portion of the

town of Stratford until 1797. On the "second Thurs-

day of Oct., A.D. 1797," it was incorporated by the

General Assembly convened at New Haven. It was

formerly known and referred to as the "society of

North Stratford."

The act of incorporation directed that the first

"Freeman's Meeting shall be holden at the meeting-

house in said Trumbull, and the first Town meeting

in said towns of Trumbull shall be holden on the

20th day of November, 1797, and Jabez H. Tomlin-

son, Esq''., of said Stratford, shall be the Moderator

of said first Town meeting, and said town shall have

and enjoy at said meeting in said town of Trumbull

the same powers and authoritie and proceed in the

same manner in transacting their business as the

other towns in this State."

THE FIRST TOWN-MEETING.

In accordance with the above the first town-meet-

ing was held at the "meeting house" Nov. 20, 1797,

with Jabez H. Tomlinson as moderator, when the

following oflicers were chosen: Selectmen, James
Nichols, Jabez Beech, Jr., Judson Curtis, Jr.

;
Clerk,

Eliakim Beech
;

Treasurer, Dr. Stephen Middle-

brooks
;
Constables, Stephen Bard§lee, David Seeley,

Jr., David Booch, Jr.
;
Surveyors of Highways, Ev-

erard Curtis, Elijah Beech, Joseph P. Nichols, Daniel

Burton, James Beers, Albert Edwards, Daniel Greg-

ory, Nathan H. Nichols, and Daniel Peck
;
Listers,

Ebenezer Wheeler, Daniel Brinsmade, James K. Ed-

wards ; Fence-Viewers, Zachariah Curtis and David

Beardsley, Sr. ; State Collector, Stephen Bardslee

;

Town Collector, Ebenezer Wheeler ; Leather Sealer,

David Seeley ; Grand Jurors, John Coe, John Mid-

dlebrooks; Tithingman, Elijah Sterling; Haywards,

Ejjhraim Booth, Thomas Ward
;
Chimney-Viewer,

Joseph P. Nichols » Granger, Daniel Ulfoot
;
Packer,

John Uifoot; Sealer of Weights and Measures, Ne-

hemiah Peet; " Key-keeper," Eliakim Beech.

At a " Freemen's meeting legally warned and con-

vened at the meeting house, Dec. 4, 1797, the follow-

ing votes were taken according to law to stand in

nomination of election as representatives of the

People of this State in the present Congress of the

United States: Jabez H. Tomlinson, 34 ; John Dav-

enport, 31; Isaac Mills, 27; Simeon Baldwin, 24;

Stephen Middlebrok, 15; Sylvester Gilbert, 16; Lewis

!
B. Sturges, 11 ; Samuel W. Johnson, 12 ; Thaddeus

j

Bennedick, 10; Stephen I. Hawsmon, 5; -Marvin

i

Wait, 4 ; John G. Smith, 1 ; Jonathan Brace, 1

;

Ebenezer Goodrich, 2 ;
Joseph Walker, 1 ;

Elijah

Whittlesey, 1."

In 1797 it was voted "that we tax our silver four

cents on a dollar, and that Ebenezer Wheeler be

appointed to collect that tax."

At a meeting held in October, 1799, the citizens

voted to oppose "there having a Turnpike road

threw Trumbull fronj Newfield to New-Milford."

They also voted " that this meeting will send and
remonstrate at the General Assembly against there

1

being a Turnpike road, and that James Bardsslee be

j

our agent to act in behalf of the town."

j

It was also voted that he be " Impowered to Imploy
Counsel if Neaded." The people were evidently in

earnest in the matter, as a committee was appointed

to draw a remonstrance, and empowered to "summon
witnesses before the General Court in order to make
proof if necessary."

j

SELECTMEN FROM 1797 TO 1880.

The following is a list of selectmen of the town of

Trumbull from the organization of the town to 1880

:

1797-98, 1802, James Nicliols; 1797-98, 1801, 1810-13, 1819-20, Jabez

Beech, Jr.; 1797, 1800-1, Judson Curtis, Jr.; 1798-1800, 1805-9, 1814

-10, David Beardsley; 1798, Zachariah Coe; 1798-99, Samuel Hull;

1799-1801, Nehemiah I'eet; 1803^, Benjamin Burton; 1803-8, 1810-

I
12, 1817, Philo Booth; 1803-G, Daniel Gregory; 1807-10, Sanmel

!

Gregory, Jr.; 1809-10, David Plumb; 1810-12, Stephen Beardsley;

1813-16, Isaac Booth, Ilobert M.allett
;
1817-20, Frederick Hurd ; 1817

-18, David Middlebrook; 1818-20, Eli Edw.ards; 1819-21, .Tos. E.

Mallett; 1819-20, Lewis Burton; 1820-2i, N. M.Edwards; 1821-24,

J. B. Curtis; 1822, Aaron Mallett; 1823-20,1828, 1831-:33, 1839-40,

Rice E. Beach; 1823-2G, David Beach; 1824, 1826-27, Philo Booth;

1827, N. H. Nichols, Ephraim Middlebrook; 1828-29, Isiah Peet;

1828-29, 1831, Samuel MuUeft; 1829-30, John M. Wheeler; 1829,

Elijah Sterling; 1830-33, D. Curtis; 1831, John Nichols; 1832-34,

! AbelMuUett; 1834-36, Anson Curtis; 1834-35, 1837, David Beards-

ley; 1835-36, Ephraim S. Mullett; 1836, Birdsey B. Plumb; 1837-38,

Abigil M. Nichols; 1837-39, John C. Mallett; 1838-40, Walker

Wheeler; 1840, Asa French; 184W.3, Prosper Nichols; 1841-42. A.

S. Bcacli
;
1841-44, H.all Beardsley; 1844, David B. Plumb; 1844-45,

D. S. Brinsmade; 1843, F. Beach
;
1845, A. B. Sherman, L. W. Claik;

,

1846-47, D. B. Hinman, E. Wheeler, J. L. Nichols; 1S48, D. Curtis:

1849, H. S. Nichols, Edwards Beach, Daniel Curtis; 1850, L. C.

' Booth, E. Beach, Daniel Curtis; 1851-52, L. C. Booth, Wm. Squire,

j

William Nichols; 1853, Daniel Faircliild, E. E. Edwards, Granville

I
Dunning; 1854, Granville Dunning, E. E. Edwards, Isaac C. Booth;

i 1855, Granville Dunning, E. E. Edwards, John H. Pardy
; 1856, Isaac

;
E. Booth, A. S. Beach, E. P. Nichols; 1857, Isaac E. Booth, A. S.

Beach, Jr., E. P. Nichols
;
1858, Abel S. Beach, E. P. Nichols, Wil-

liam A. Mallett; 1859-6U, Charles N. Fairchild, Lo Gi'and G. Beers,

William A. Mallett; 1861-6!, William Ufford, Burr Watkins, A. B.

Mallett; 1804-GG, A. S. Beach, Le Grand G. Beers, M. D. Mallett;

' 1867, E. P. Nichols, A. S. Beach, M. D. Mallett; 1868-70, C. D. Black-

man, A. S. Beach, J. A. Treadwell; 1871, E. P. Nichols, A. S. Beach,

J. A. Treadwell ; 1872, William M. Ufford, S. H. Burroughs, L. A.

I

Mallett ; 1873-74, S. H. Burroughs, L. N. Mallett, Isaac E. Booth
;

i 1875, S. H. Burroughs, F. S. Sterling, I-ewis Brinsmade; 1876, F. S.

Sterling, S. P. Pierson, Lewis Brinsmade; 1877, F. S. Sterling, W. B.

i

Coan, L. N. Mallett
;
1878, L. N. Mallett, W. B. Coan, John B. Nich-

ols; 1879, L. N. Mallett, W. B. Coan, David S. Walker; 1880, L. N.

Mallett, W. B. Coan, John B. Nichols.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM 1798 TO ISSO.

' 1798, Mr. Edward Curtiss, Mr. Judson Cnrtiss, Jr.; I"i99, Mr. Stephen

Beardsley, Mr, James Beardsley
;
1800, Mr. James Beanlslie, Mr.
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Nathaniel J. Burton
;
1801, Mr. Natlianiel J, Burton, Mr. Ilc/.ekiali

Curtis; 1802, Mr. James Beardsloy, Mr.SteiJlien Middleljrooks
;
IKO.'i,

Mr. Benjamin Burton, Mr. Steiilien Middlobroolc
;
1804, Mr. Stephen

Beardsley, Mr. James Beardtiley
; 1805, Hljene/.or Wheeler, David

Beardsley; 180G, Steplien Middlebrooli, Pliilo Bootli; 181)7, Steplien

Beardsley, Jerennali Osborne, David Beardslye, Salmon Sherman;

1808, Elienezer Wheeler, .lames Beardsley
; 1809, Ahijali Uffoot,* Jo-

seph Bennett, Stepheji Beardsley; 1810, Daniel Wakeley, Jabez

Beach; 1811, Steiihen Beardslee, James Beardslee ; 1812, Jabez

Beach, David Bootli, Jr.
;

181:!, Daniel Wakely, Samuel Gregory;

1814, Amos IT. Wheeler, James Beardsley ; 181f), Stephen Middle-

brook, David Beebe; 1810, Jonathan Beers, Jr., Amos II. Wheeler

;

1817, Isaac Booth, Ebenezer Wheeler
;
1818, Daniel Seeley, Lewis

Fairchild
;
181!), Samuel Gregory; 1820, David Beebe; 1821. Eli

Edwai ds
; 1822, Elijah Middlebrook

;
1823, Isaac Bootli

; 1824, Elijali

Middlebrook
;
1825, Nehemiah 11. Edwards; 1820, Stephen Gregory;

1827, Kobert Middlebrook; 1828, Eben Fairchild; 1820, Samuel

Beardslee; 18:iO, David Curtiss; 18lil, Samuel Beardslee; 1832, Lice

E. Beach; 18:!:i, Kobert Middlebrook; 1834, Isaiah I'eet; 1835,

Ephraim W. Beach; 18.30, Joshua D. Nicholls; 1837, Sanuiol Ed-

wards; 1838, Stephen Middlebrook; 1831), Francis Beach; 1840, Eli

Brinsuiade; 1841, Abel Mallett
; 1842, George Dyer; 1843, Walker

Wheeler; 1844, Ephraim Middlebrook; 1845, Eiihraim T. Edwards;

1840, David Ilawley
;
1847, I'lumb N. FaircliiUl

;
1848, Miles Beards-

lee
;
1849, Franklin P. Ambler; 1850, John C. Mallett; 1851, David

B. Hinman; 1852, William Sipiiro; 1853, Ebenezer Wlieeler; 1854,

Daniel Fairchild; 1855, Burr Watkins
;

1850, Elani Ilawley; 1857,

L.W.Clark; 1858, Edward Beach; 1859, F. P. Andjler, Jr.; 1800,

Daniel Burtiss; 1801, Le Grand G. Beers
;
1802, Isaac E. Boolli

;
1803,

Lucius B. Burroughs; 1804, Charles Ambler; 1805, Saml. G. Beards-

ley; 1800, C. W. Blackman
; 1807, Morse D. Blallett; 1808, Abram

Briggs; 1809, Sherman French (2d)
; 1870, Geo. B. Ambler; 1871, S.

H. Burroughs; 1872, Abel S. Beach ; 1873, Aaron B. Mallett; 1874,

George E. Feet; 1875, John H. Beach; 1870, Clias. U. Fairchild;

1877, Steplien G. Nichols; 1878, William M. Ufford
;
1879, Elliott M.

Beardsley
;
1880, Ormcl Hall.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AND SOCIETY.f

There was a church gathered and settled at Unity,

then a district of Stratford (now Trumbull), Nov. 18,

1730, composed of thirty-eight members, of whom
about two-thirds had been members of the Stratford

Church, and the same day was ordained the' Eev.

Richardson Miner as pastor. He ultimately adopted

Episcopal views, and was dismissed March 21, 1744,

by the Council of Consociation. He soon afterwards

went to England for orders, and died there at Salis-

bury. Unhappy dissensions followed in the church

and society, the name of which was changed about

this time from Unity to North Stratford.

The Association, the General Assembly of the col-

ony, and two neighboring Associations sought to ad-

vise, but the church became so broken that it was
gathered anew by the Council at the settlement of the

next pastor, Rev. James Beebe.

Thus organized, it was one of the churches of the

Standing Order of those early times, one of the
" privileged class" of the " Established churches,"

—

a condition abnormal to pure Congregationalism

;

hence it was driven to the device of adopting the

"Half-way Covenant." This was done in order to

extend the ballot to the unregenerate, many of whom
were very worthy citizens, but denied the exercise of

the elective franchise while out of the membership

* Probably Joseidi Bennett should have been credited to Weston, the
next town in the list,

t Contributed by Kcv. N. T. Merwin.
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of tlie church. 'J lic records show quite a liHt of those

who under this jjlan "renewed tlieir Baptismal Cove-

nant, ljut at same time do not see it tlieir duty, under

their present circumstances, to apj>roacli tJie 'i'able of

the Lord."

Meanwhile the principles of civil and reiigioiw lib-

erty were at work, producing a new state of affairs.

At legal meetings of the society for a j>eriod of

about ten years, from 1787 to 171)7, petitions are re-

peatedly sent, and an agent to act as attorney ap-

pointed to appear before the General Assembly, at

Hartlbrd, and plead for " Town Privileges to be

granted to the Society," and " if so obtained that the

business of the Town shall be done at or near the

Meeting-House in said Parish." At a society's meet-

ing in 1794 it was voted, "That they claim the Privi-

lege of nominating Town Officers in this Parish, and

would proceed to nominate them as they always had

Done."

But the principles of civil and religious liberty

were bearing their fruit, and men began to claim and

the law to allow the right of worshiping when and

where each one pleased. " Certificates " now appear

of those who renounce their connection with this

church of the Standing Order, which declare their

intention of being taxed for the benefit of some other

church with which they connect themselves, and

where they worship. Some of these " certificates
"

exhibit considerable of the spirit of freedom in wor-

ship : as, for instance, one A. B., announcing him.self

to withdraw from this to a Baptist Church, continues

:

"Henceforth I consider myself enabled with such

control of property as to give what I please and when
I please to the support of the same, according to the

laws of God and not of num. As witness this my
hand."

In 1797 the first town-meeting was held in Trum-

bull, and a more healthy relation began to appear be-

tween Church and State.

In the spring of 1814 a petition was jirepared in

behalf of the church to the General Assembly, held

at Hartford, praying "that they may be incorporated

into an Ecclesiastical Society." Deacon Judsou Cur-

tis and Capt. David Beardslee were appointed a com-

mittee to draw up the petition, and Amos H. Wheeler,

agent to present it. This request wsis pramjitly

granted. As a part of the resolution of the General

Assembly, "said church and their successors"" wore

declared to be " an ecclesiastical body, corporate and

politic, forever, by the name of the Church of Christ

in Trumbull.".

For a long period at these K^gal meetings of tre

society school committees are annually appointed for

the several districts, and the school money is appor-

tioned.

With reference to church government the church

has ever held fast to the Congregational polity—the

authority of the local church being final. Tlius

about the beginning of the projcnt century, when the



778 HISTORY OF FAIRFIE].:,D COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

churches got a tinge of Presbyterianism, though the

name was taken more than the form, the Trumbull

Church joined the Consociation of Fairfield County,

but with this understanding: " We are all willing to

consociate for advice and counsel in all matters eccle-

siastical, but cannot and will not join in that arbitrary

claim to juridical authority . . compelling all par-

ties to abide by such a juridical consociation."

When, in 1736, the Consociation of Fairfield County

was divided into eastern and western, by the dividing

line of the two associations, the Trumbull Church be-

came a member of the Fairfield East Consociation.

In 1827 the Council declared the " Saybrook platform

their platform, and that they had no other." This

church held to that construction of Consociation which

made it rather a "Stated Council," than a "Presby-

tery." Both pastor and delegate protested against a

decision ofjoint Council of the two Consociations, held

at Danby, January, 1764, against one Mr. White, as

"unreasonably severe."

'

In 1748, the Association of which Mr. Beebe was a

member declared against the forming of a general

Consociation, to serve as the highest ecclesiastical

judicature in the colony. In 1772, Mr. Beebe, with

two other divines, were requested to appear and say

why they had neglected attending meetings of the

Association and of the Council. They came, and re-

plied that it was on account of the judicial power

which the Saybrook platform gives to Councils of the

consociated churches. By yielding a liberal construc-

tion to the platform, these two pastors were pacified.

The views held and position taken by both church and

pastor in their early history, as to church govern-

ment, and in their spirit of independence toward the

mother country, are to-day matters of just pride.

The Church of Christ in Trumbull, like many of the

churches in the State, has a trust fund. In the year

1767, Thomas Sanford, of Stratford, Conn., bequeathed

the church his " real estate," consisting of a house,

barn, and land, situated in Long Hill, and valued at

about three thousand dollars. Other individuals have

left smaller sums at times to the church and society,

so that the present fund consists of a good parsonage

and two thousand dollars at interest. The church

and society have made it a rule ever to keep free from

debt.

HOUSES OF WORSHIP.

The first building for public worship was erected

at the foot of White Plains Street, south of the burial-

ground there, and \vas occupied only during the min-

istry of Richardson Miner. It was a plain, unpre-

tending structure, and would pass more for a barn in

these days than for a house of worship. A second

meeting-house followed at the beginning of the min-

istry of Rev. James Beebe. This was built at the

head of White Plains Street, on the ground where

the present church edifice stands. A mile below on

this street is a rocky eminence which marks the foot

of a mountain-range running north through the

State, and this cliff is called "Pulpit Rock;" so

named—tradition says—from religious service being

held there a few Sundays while there was no house

of worship, the minister preaching from it to the

people below.

The second house of worship was larger than the

first. It was a square building, with doors opening

within (no vestibule) on three sides. A wide centre

aisle led from the double doors at the south entrance,

and two side aisles from the single doors on the east

and west. There were high seats in the corners,

above and below, for negroes, who once were slaves.

A " sounding-board" projected over the pulpit. In

later years a steeple was built, outside, on the south-

east corner; and at the same time, just before the

structure was pulled down, a bell was purchased and
mounted. It was that now in use. The present

meeting-house was built in 1842. The steeple was
raised to its present form in 1848. The church was

enlarged and improved, and occupied as we now have

it, Jan. 1, 1874.

PASTORATES.

Rev. James Beebe came to North Stratford (now

Trumbull), Conn., and was ordained over the church

and society. May 6, 1747. He was married, July 13,

1749, to Ruth Curtis, of Stratford. Five daughters

and two sons were the fruit of this marriage. The
first son bore the father's name. Mary, the second

daughter of Mr. Beebe, was the mother of the vener-

able man still living in the parish,—Deacon Ali

Brinsmade, who has reached the ripe age of eighty-

seven years in good possession of his faculties. Mr.

Beebe died in the ministry over this church. As a

testimonial of the love his jDarishioners bore him, one

evidence is seen in a vote taken at a society's meeting,

held April 10, 1794 : Voted, " That the Society's Com-
mittee procure a pair of grave-stones for the Rev'd

Mr. James Beebe, Deceased ; and set them up." He
was buried in the grave-yard at the foot of White

Plains Street, near the situation of the first house of

worship. A tablet marks the grave, on which is the

inscription :

"This monument was erected by the church and

society of North Stratford, out of regard to the

memory of Rev. James Beebe, A.M., who departed

this life Sept. 8, 1785, in the sixty-eighth year of his

age. He was ordained to the work of the ministry

over said church and society. May 6, 1747, and con-

tinued therein faithful as a pastor for thirty-eight

'years."

Beside him lie the remains of his faithful wife,

with a stone at her grave. She died Jan. 29, 1818,

aged ninety-five years.

Mr. Beebe's pastorate was the longest of any in the

history of the church. If we call his the first, as,

from the defection of Mr. Miner and the reorganiza-

tion of the church which followed, we prefer to,—Mr.

Beebe does so himself at times on the record,—then

the first and the last pastorates of its servants in the
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ministry are the longest, the former l)eing tliirty-ciglit,

and the latter sixteen years. Rev. Mr. Beebc lived a

short distance east of the present parsonage, on the

north side of the White Plains road, on what is now
an open field, where two old cellars may be seen

;

over one stood his dwelling, and over the other and

smaller one was the hut of his slaves, "Nero" and
" Pegg." They called them " servants," and in time

they were virtually free. Less than one hundred

years ago slavery existed in Connecticut.

Mr. Beebe's ministry here covered the Revolu-

tionary period. He caught the sjairit of the fathers

and left his pulpit for three months and served in the

war of independence. He took an active part in the

capture of Ticonderoga. His son David was a cap-

tain in the colonial army, and did good service. Dur-

ing Mr. Beebe's absence the society hired Rev. Joseph

Bai'ker as preacher. On his return, in after payment

of his salary, Mr. Beebe takes " continental money,"

the nominal sum being much larger than its true

value: as in the war of the Rebellion, there was a

difference between gold and paper currency. Thus

where in 1777 he receives eighty jjounds lawful (mean-

ing English) money for the year, in 1781 he is paid

four hundred and eighty pounds " continental money
in full and to his satisfaction," for a year's salary.

The church and its pastor were both filled with the

Revolutionary spirit. At a society's meeting in 1779,

while the seven years' war of the Revolution was in

progress, it was voted :
" That the society's com-

mittee have full power to release all rates that stand

against the soldiers in continental service, that belong

to this parish, who have enlisted during the war."

This spirit of the patriot crops forth at times in the

items which Mr. Beebe puts on record. A person

whose name stands foremost in science and high in

literature was born in this parish under singular

circumstances. Mr. Beebe puts it thus on his record :

" Benjamin, son of Brig.-Gen. Gold Sellcck Sylliman

and his wife, born Aug. the 8th, and baptized Sept.

the 12th ; the general then being a prisoner on Long
Island, his lady fleeing from the conflagration of

Fairfield, and took refuge in this society."

He makes a record, too, of the death of one " Peleg

Sunderland, who lost his life at that memorable
event, when Tryon, with a band of British butchers

and murderous To ries, burned the town of iair-

field."

A humorous incident in Parson Beebe's life in

those stirring times is as follows :
" He had collected

a public meeting at his house one evening to awaken
enthusia.sm in the war. While he was addressing the

people the report of guns at a distance was heard,

and fires were seen as if the British were coming.

The reverend gentleman was keen as well as patriotic,

and suspecting a trick sent a body of men round by a

back road, cut oflT the retreat of this scouting party,

and captured them : when, lo ! it was some of the

young men of the town, who had burnt heaps of

cornstalks and fired their guns to j^lay a joke on the

folks at tlie meeting and test their patriotism."

Sara)), a daughter of Mr. Beelje, was bajttized by a

clergyman froin Ridgefieid wliile iicr father was at

the war.

The Churcli of C'lirist liere, at its reorganization,

May, 1747, starts with a menibersiiip of seventy-five

persons, the name of Jiev. James Beebe lieading the

list. There arc added up to the time of iiis decea.se

one hundred and sixty-seven persons, making the

total two hundred and forty-two who had united with

the church. A list of deaths being wanted in the

records, we know not how many of tlicse had died.

Mr. Beebe kept a good account of infant l<aptisms

;

most all being of this class, scarcely any adults. The
custom of baptizing infant children was universal

through the colonies. Every person born was almost

sure to be baptized in about eight days from birth,

after the plan, as to time, of tlie .Jewish rite of cir-

cumcision.

Among the baptisms occur the names of slaves.

This in the minister's own household :
" Dinah, a

negro servant of Rev. James Beebe, born Oct. 17,

1775, and baptized the 29th inst." Also, " Peter, a

negro boy, servant of Rev. James Beebe, born Oc-

tober, 1779, and baptized July the 17th." The first

name, and none other, are given of these servants or

slaves, with the households to which thej' belong.

The names of slaves occur in baptisms, admission to

the church, marriages, and burials.

Rev. Izrahiah Wetmore was installed Oct. 1.3, 1785,

and died here Aug. 3, 1798. His pastorate extends

over a period of about thirteen years. He baptized

seventy-four persons, most all being cases of infant

baptism; he added seventy souls to the church, and

joined twenty-six couples in marriage.

Rev. John Giles was installed May 10, 1802, and

was dismissed Sept. 21, 1802.

For a few years, about this date, owing to the in-

jurious tendency of the political dissensions" of the

times and " the necessity of union among Christians,"

the state of religion was brought very low in the

churches
;
many pulpits of this Consociation were

without regular pastors for intervals of from one to

nine years. The Association, at a meeting held in

1805, lamented that, among other churches, the

Trumbull church shotild be " vacant for three years."

However, there were temporary supplies : Rev. Jo-

siah Hawes and Rev. Samuel Monson preached here

for months.

Rev. Daniol C. Banks was ordained Aug. 12, 1807,

remained over the church five years and a half, and

was dismissed Feb. 2, 1813. He lived in a dwelling-

house, now gone, which stood on a lot next bolow the

present pai-souage. He baptized twenty-five persons,

received twelve to the church, joined nine couples iii

marriage, and attended forty-two funerals.

Rev. Reuben Taylor was installed Sept. 18. 1817,

and was dismissed Feb. 12, 1824, having served in a
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pastorate of six years and four months. Mr. Taylor

lived in an old dwelling near and east of that now
occupied by B. B. Plumb, Esq. He went from Trum-

bull to New Connecticut, in the State of Ohio, and

died there. The church enjoyed a " revival of re-

ligion" under Mr. Taylor's preaching, and as the

fruit of it thirty-eight persons were added to the

membership. During his pastorate he baptized sev-

enty persons, forty-six members were added to the

church, nineteen couples were married, and there

were one hundred and two burials.

Rev. James Kant was ordained Nov. 9, 1825, and

was dismissed Nov. 11, 1835. He was a native of

Scotland. At the close of his ten years' ministry he

married Mrs. Naomi Wheeler. He lived on Long
Hill Street, at the south corner of the first road below

the Episcopal church, and died there Sept. 10, 1840,

and was buried in the cemetery near by. A stone

marks his grave. Mr. Kant baptized thirty-five in-

fants and four adults, received into the church fifty-

three persons, married seventy-seven couples, and re-

corded one hundred and ninety-nine deaths.

Rev. Watson Warren was stated preacher from

June, 1838, to June, 1839.

Rev. Wm. T. Bacon was ordained Dec. 28, 1842,

and was dismissed May 28, 1844, his pastorate being

one year and five months. He served again, as stated

preacher, for one year, from Sept 1, 1853.

Rev. John S. Whittlesey was ordained Oct. 2, 1844,

and was dismissed Nov. 20, 1849. Mr. Whittlesey

was a native of New Britain, Conn. He enjoyed a

prosperous ministry here, passing through two

precious revival seasons in the years 1845 and 1849.

During his five years' joastorate over the church

eighty persons were added to its membership. His

baptisms are twenty-six adults and thirty-six infants.

His marriages are thirty-nine, and burials one hun-

dred and seventeen. Mr. Whittlesey went from

Trumbull to Bethel, Conn. ; from there he went West

and served as a missionary. During the war for the

Union he became an army chajjlain, contracted dis-

ease in camp, returned to the State of Iowa, and died

there.

Rev. Daniel M. Elwood was ordained Feb. 20,

1850, and was dismissed June 11, 1853. He was born

at Norwalk, Conn. At the close of his jjastorate in

Trumbull he went to Woodstock, Conn., and after-

wards to Woodbridge, of this State, where he became

a practicing physician. He has since resumed preach-

ing as a clergyman in the Episcopal denomination.

Rev. Ralph Smith was stated preacher for one year,

from Dec. 1, 1854, to Dec. 1, 1855.

Rev. Stephen A. Gofer was stated preacher from

June 1, 1856, to June 1, 1858. He is still living at a

ripe old age in the town of Hartlyme, Conn.

Rev. Benjamin Swallow came from England to this

country, and on his arrival served in Trumbull as

stated preacher for one year and four months, begin-

ning his work December 1, 1858. Leaving the min-

istry, he has for a number of years been serving as a

clerk in the government emj^loy at Washington, D. C.

Rev. Louis E. Charpiot was stated preacher from

Jan. 1, 1862, to May 8, 1864. Mr. Charpiot came
from France to the United States. On leaving Trum-
bull he was settled at Stratford, Conn. His present

whereabouts is not known. Mr. Charpiot baptized

seven adults and nineteen infants. Twenty-five per-

sons were added to the church. He married five

couples, and records twenty-four deaths.

Rev. Nathan T. Merwin, the present pastor, is a

native of Milford, Conn., and is the son of David

Merwin. He was born June 8, 1836; graduated at

Yale College in the class of 1861
;
completed the regu-

lar three years' course of study in the Yale Divinity

School in 1864. At a meeting of the Fairfield East

Association, held in Stratford, Conn., May 26, 1863,

he was examined and licensed to preach the gospel.

In the autumn of 1864 he was engaged to supply the

Congregational Church of Trumbull for six months;

then, receiving a call to settle over the church and so-

ciety, he was ordained pastor of the same June 6,

1865, by the Fairfield East Consociation. He was

married, Nov. 1, 1864, to Miss Martha L. Parsons, of

Milford, daughter of Samuel Parsons, and has two

children,—Florence Loveland, born Nov. 3, 1865,

and Nathala Parsons, born July 5, 1857, both of whom
are living.

During his pastorate, now of sixteen years, he has

baptized thirty-three infants and forty-five adults

;

has joined sixty-two couples in marriage ; received

one hundred and forty-four persons to the church, and

attended one hundred and forty funerals.

There have been four " revivals of religion" in Mr.

Merwin's ministry,—the first in the winter of 1866

;

the next in the summer of 1868 ; the third in the

winter of 1872, and the last in the winter of 1876 and

1877. During two of these revivals evangelists as-

sisted ; the first and last were under the labor of the

church and pastor. Meanwhile the membership of

the church has steadily increased under the regular

ministration of the word.

In 1864 the membership was one hundred and

twenty-four. In the fall of 1860 a manual was pub-

lished, the first in the history of the church. The list

of names was corrected, some being dropped, and, as

then revised, the members numbered one hundred and

fifty-seven. The present membership is eighty-four

males and one hundred females. Total, one hundred

and eighty-four.

At the beginning of the ministry of Rev. N. T.

Merwin the church edifice was renovated inside.

Again, in the latter part of the year 1869, the building

was lengthened, a pulpit recess also added, and the

interior greatly beautified, at an expense of over three

thousand dollars. The present meeting-house thus

improved was rededicated Jan. 1, 1874. Rev. J. G.

Davenport, of Bridgeport, pi-eached the sermon, and

the pastor of the church made the dedicatory prayer.
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About this time a beautiful nilver coirimunion-ser-

vice was presented to the cluirch, " In Memoriuui of

Mrs. Isabella R. Tait." The same year the artieles

of faith and covenant were revised for the third

time ; also a covenant for infant baptism was

adopted by the church. In the revision there has

been no change in doctrine, only a condensation of

expression of the same gospel truth. The dates of

revision are 1747, 1831, and 1869.

At certain intervals since the year 1800 the totality

of church membership has been published ; of late

years it is done annually. In the year 1833 the

membership of the church was 100 ; in 1846, 132; in

1859, 117 ; in 1864, 124
;
January, 1880, 184. The Sab-

bath-school enrolls 140 persons. Wesley B. Coen is

the superintendent. There are 120 families in the

parish.

Two ministers have been raised up,—Rev. Daniel

Brinsmade, in the early history of the church, and

Rev. David H. Gould, since 1800. These men joined

the church, the former at fifteen years of age, and the

latter at fourteen. It was unusual to receive persons

so young to full membership ; a note is made of this

fact at the time, in the records, as being worthy of

special mention. The result seems to justify a prac-

tice, now more general than in other days, of receiving

persons earlier in life into the church.

A marked change has come over the public mind
in regard to the rite of baptism. Most all instances

of baptism in the church's early history were in

infancy : now as many or more adults are baptized

than infants.

During Mr. Taylor's ministry the records begin to

show a list of jiersons who die in the parish, and there

is given opposite each name the disease or cause

which produced death. This custom obtains with

pastors of the church down to the year 1861, Mr.

Swallow's record being the last of the kind ; after that

the name, date of death, and age only are given.

The ordained pastorates are the longest, the infer-

ence being that it is i^rofitable to call a young man,

or novitiate, into the ministry.

This Congregational Church once had the watch

and care of all the families composing the town of

Trumbull. For over half a century no other church

organization existed here. Let her name be as widely

venerated ; let the events of the past hallow her

memory. The good she has done in preserving order,

and in disseminating gospel truth, only eternity can

reveal. The Avork has been deep and far-reaching.

To the great head of the church be all the praise.

Amen

!

TRINITY CHURCH.*

The records of Trinity parish detail the following

history of the formation of the society and the build-

ing of the church which is now standing:

* By U. C. Ambler.

" TiiUMBUM,, Nov. 0, 1847.

"After Ijeiiig iluly notificil of a meeting at tlie lioime of James B. C'lir-

tiH, for the |)nri)r>He of foniiing a H'^ciety t^j erect a hoiiw; for tlie [itjl^lic

worKliij) of Alinijrlity Oo(| aee'frdiiig to t)ie (loetriiie»{ aii<l ii«i;5e« of the

I*rote«faiit JCpiHcopal Ohiireli jii (he Uiiiterl Staler of America, ntyi:^jr4-

iiigly, on tlio Hth of Nov. 1M7, t)it; in -etiiig w;w held, aijii Wm. L. Par-

ker ill the chair.

" Tlie meeting was < a)h;il to onler aii'l a inollDii niiule aii'l necondod

tliat wo form ourselves intfj an e^lcsiastieal society according to the

statnto law of the State of Connecticut. Tlio motion waii adopted, and

the following form was drawn up and signetl

:

" Till Mill; I, I,, Nov. 9, 1847.

"We. the undersigned inhahif.mts of the town of Trumhnll, Fairfield

Co., Conn., do this day iitsociate together and form ourselves into an

ecclesiastical society, to he known as the I'roteslant Ei)isco])al .S jciety of

Trumbler, at Nijliol's Fiiriiis, in conformity to the statute laws of this

State,—David Curtis, Prosper Nichols, Charles C. liootli, John C. BeanlB-

ley, Lewis I!. Cnrli.-i, .lames 1!. Curtis, William L. I'arker, John 11. Par-

dee, George E. I'eet, Charles N. Fairchild, lieiijamiii F. Lockwood.
" After which the following husiiiess was transacted: John II. P.-irdce

appointed moderator, and the following officers ajjpointed; Lewis B.

Curtis, Clerk; John C. lieardsley, John II. Pardee, Lewis B. Curtis,

Building Committee.

" TiiujiiBi Li, Dec. 1, 1847.

" An a'ljourned meeting of the members of the Fiiiscopal .Society wan

held at the house of Prosper Nichols, and William L. Parker was ap-

pointed chairman.

" The meeting was called to order and-a unanimous vote taken in favor

of building the church ou the land of James B. Curtis."

At a meeting held Jan. 1, 1848, the amount pro-

posed for building was seventeen hundred dollars,

and the building committee empowered to contract

with Messrs. Hotchkiss, Clark & Co. to erect the

building.

At a meeting held Sept. 30, 1848, for the purpose

of electing church officers, the following elections

were made : Senior Warden, Prosper Nichols ; Junior

Warden, Charles E. Booth
;
Vestrymen, David Cur-

tis, Lewis B. Curtis, John H. Pardee, John C. Beards-

ley, Andrew Clark, James R. Curtis, George E. Peet

;

Clerk, L. B. Curtis
;
Treasurer, David Curtis.

A meeting was held at the house of David Curtis,

March 8, 1856, and at this meeting Prosper Nichols

was appointed committee to give the Rev. Collins I.

Potter a call to preach in Trinity cluirch one year,

one-half the time. It was also voted at this meeting

to pay the salary of one hundred and fifty dollars, to

be paid quarterly. At this meeting George T. Lewis

was clerk pro tern. May 30, 1857, it was ordered to

have a tea-party, in order to raise twenty-five dollars

in addition, to enable the society to pay ]\Ir Potter

one hundred and seventy-five dollars.

The rectors of Trinity parish have been the Rev.

I. N. Marvins,—who held services in the parish for

some time before a regular rector was called,—the

Rev. Collins I. Potter, the Rev. Luther Gregory, the

Rev. Charles H. W. Stocking, the Rev. Charles Hus-

band, the Rev. J. H. H. D.^Mille, the Rev. Dexter

S. Lounsbury, the Rev. Ge;)rge P. Torrence.

The parish has always been poor and small, and in

order to maintain preaching it has found it neces3Ary

to unite with other parishe-s. It united with Hunt-

ington during the rectorship of Mr. Gregory, and

with Ansonia during Jlr. Stocking's rectorship, which



782 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

was the most flourishing period of the history of the

parish. Mr. Lounsbury united not only the parish at

Nichols' Farms in his labors, but held services in

Trinity church (Baptist), as assistant in the Coit

Memorial chapel in West Stratford, and in the

Church of Nativity, North Bridgeport. He was an

earnest worker, and was held high in the love and es-

teem of his peoi)le. He had resigned his rectorship

of Trinity parish and accepted a call to Christ's

Church, Stratford, only a few months previous to his

distressing death, which was caused by a pistol-ball

from the hand of his wife, who shot him while he

was sleeping. She was declared to be insane.

During the rectorship of the Rev. Charles Husband,

the Eev. J. H. H. De Mille, and of the present rector.

Rev. George P. Torrence, the parish has united with

Grace Church, Long Hill.

The parish is healthy financially, having during

1879 and 1880 repaired the church, at a cost of six

hundred dollars, and is entirely out of deb*.

The first school-house in Trinity was built at the

foot of the hill on the road to White Plains, east of

the house of Mr. Brinsmade. The second stood on

the highway, above the house of Sidney Nichols,

Esq. This burned down about twenty-five years ago,

two years after which the present one was built.

GRACE CIIURCH.*

Grace Church parish. Long Hill, was originally a

part of Christ Church parish (Tashua)., Trumbull,

and was separated from the mother-parish in 1846.

The separation was due to a misunderstanding between

the members living in these two districts with regard

to their respective pecuniary rights and obligations,

and to a feeling upon the part of Grace Church or

Chapel division that a separation was the only means

of restoring harmony and good feeling. At the an-

nual meeting of Christ Church, Trumbull, held Easter

Monday, 1846, resolutions were adojited looking to-

wards a partial separation and defining said rights

and obligations, but they were rescinded at a subse-

quent meeting, held in Grace church or chapel, by

those living in that neighborhood, as being opposed

to the best interests of that portion of the parish
;

and this action was followed by the organization of a

separate parish, to be called Grace Church, Long
Hill, Trumbull, at a meeting held on the afternoon

of June 5, 1846, in Grace church or chapel. At this

meeting, the action of which was ratified by a subse-

quent one held .June 23d of same year, the following-

officers were elected: Elijah Middlebrook, David

Beach, Wardens ; Tiee Wooden, Stephen H. Bur-

roughs, Orlando Walker, Ebenezer Wheeler, Vestry-

men
;
Stephen Middlebrook, Clerk ; Lucius B. Bur-

roughs, Treasurer
;
Elijah Middlebrook, Delegate to

Convention ; L. B. Burroughs, Collector ; S. H. Bur-

roughs, Librarian.

* Contributed by Kev. George Paull Torrence.

This action was followed by a formal application

for admission into union with the Convention of the

Diocese of Connecticut, which received favorable

hearing and was granted. It was presented before

Convention June 9, 1846, and was signed by Abel

Hawley, David Beach, Jno. Burroughs, Elijah Mid-

dlebrook, John M. Wheeler, Stephen Middlebrook,

Sherman French (2d), Roswell Seeley, Ebenezer

Wheeler, Walker Wheeler, Lee Wooden, L. B. Bur-

roughs, Gideon Mallett, Zalmon Hall, S. H. Bur-

roughs, E. B. Middlebrook, Edward Piatt, Robt. T.

Middlebrook.

In addition to the above named, the following-

named asked on June 11, 1846, that their names be

stricken from records of Christ Church, Tashua,

Trumbull, having united Avith the parish of Christ

Church, Long Hill, Trumbull : Abel Hawley, Jr., E.

B. Middlebrook, Elijah Middlebrook, Jr., George W.
Knapp, David Y. Beach, Nichols Sherman.

At the meeting held .June 23, 1880, to which refer-

ence has been made, the parish voted to invite Rev.

Wm. W. Bronson, then in charge of Christ Church,

Tashua, to officiate upon each alternate Sunday in

Grace church. Long Hill. He was therefore the first

rector of that parish.

The present church building was erected as a chai)el

of Christ Church (Tashua), Trumbull, under its pres-

ent name, Grace Church. The corner-stone was laid

in 1836, the first service was held in it Sunday, Jan.

1, 1840, and the building was consecrated by Rt. Rev.

T. C. Brownell, D.D., LL.D., Bishoi^ of Connecticut,

June 18, 1840.

The rectors have been as follows : July, 1846, to

October, 1847, Eev. William White Bronson
;
April,

1848, to March, 1851, Rev. Henry V. Gardner
;
March,

1851, one year, 1852, Rev. Enoch Huntington ; Jan-

uary, 1853, to December, 1853, Rev. D. W. C. Loop
;

April, 1854, to February, 1856, Rev. William L.

Bostwick
;
January, 1857, to August, 1858, Rev. Wil-

liam Townsend Early
;
March, 1859, to March, 1864,

Rev. D. P. Sanford
;
April, 1865, to January, 1868,

Rev. William Warland; April, 1868, to April, 1870,

Rev. Charles Husband
;
June, 1870, to May, 1874,

Rev. John Henry Hobart De Mille
;
September, 1874,

to October, 1878, Rev. Abner P. Brush ; Rev. George

Paull Torrence, the present rector, entered upon his

rectorshij) June, 1879.

The present officers are : Wardens, Walker Wheeler

and Lucius B. Burroughs, who died June 12, 1880,

after serving as junior warden for more than twenty

years
;
Vestrymen, Ebenezer Wheeler, Stephen H.

Burroughs, Marcus 0. AVheeler, David S. Walker,

Hobart R. Wheeler ; Treasurer and Collector, David

S. Walker
;

Delegate to Convention, Marcus 0.

Wheeler
;
Substitute, Stephen H. Burroughs ; Chor-

ister, John H. Beach. The present number of fam-

ilies is forty-five ; of communicants, eighty-one.

A movement is now (October, 1880) on foot to build

a new church edifice on the site of the present one.
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THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL SOCIETY OF NICHOLS'
FARMS.®

The Nichols' Farms class, connected with the Metho-

dist Episcopal Society, Stratford, had for several

years entertained a desire that a meeting-house might

be erected in their midst. The first overt act in that

direction was made in the latter part of the year

1847. At this time Mr. J. H. Frost, jn-eacher in

charge of the Stratford society, appointed a board of

trustees for the Nichols' Farms class, as follows,—viz.,

George Nichols, AVilliam Ganderson Nichols, Ira

Curtis, David Nichols, E. F. Andrews, James K.

Nichols, and Elliott P. Curtis.

The funds for building were raised by subscription.

The building committee were Samuel E. Hurd, George

Nichols, and William Ganderson Nichols.

In the year 1848, December 12th, the house, being

completed, was dedicated to the service of God ; C. Pit-

man, D.D., of New York, performing the dedicatory

services. His text was the sixth verse of the One Hun-
dred and Twenty-sixth Psalm. Mr. T. H. Oakley, a

local preacher, was appointed to take charge of the

society. He was followed by Mr. Monson Seeley,

who is declared, in the records, as being "strong in

the faith, giving glory to God."

He was succeeded by Mr. O. Sykes and Mr. Lewis

Penfield. The latter supplied the pulpit, volunteering

to do so half of the time provided the debt was re-

moved, twenty dollars of which he would contribute.

In 1849, Mr. S. P. Perry, a local preacher, took the

place of Mr. Sykes. He was much liked by the

people, and the society increased rapidly under his

charge, a class being formed at Booth's Hill.

He was followed by Mr. Worth, Mr. G. Water-

bury, Mr. P. Chamberlain, and Mr. G. Hubbell. In

1857, Mr. Samuel C. Keeler was appointed by the

presiding elders. During his administration the house

was struck by lightning and somewhat shattered. In

repairing the building it was thought best to enlarge,

which was done. Mr. David Osborn, Mr. John L.

Peck, to whom the society is indebted for the record

of its history, Mr. Robert S. Mathison, Mr. Thomas
E. Laine, Mr. A. B. Pulling, Mr. D. S. Stevens, Mr.

H. Scofield, Mr. William T. Gilbert, and the present

preacher, William H. Stebbins, have been api)ointed

as successors in the pulpit.

The society, though still in debt, is in a healthy con-

dition, for which nuich is due to the present class-

leader, Mr. William G. Nichols, who was one of the

original trustees, which position he still holds.

He is an earnest and conscientious worker, most

faithful to the society and its cause in all his acts.

By his munificence and zeal, it is safe to say that he

is most devotedly fulfilling his trusteeship, and lay-

ing up for himself a good foundatio'n against the

time to come.

CIIRLST'S CHURCH, TASHUA.f

There began in 1718 a new era in the liiKt^jry of the

Episcopal (Jhur<;li in tiiis country. A large donation

of books had been made to Yale College by friends in

England. Among these were the works of the most

eminent Episcopal divines, many of tliem treating

with the greatest ability of episcopacy, and of other

distinctive doctrines of the cliurch. These were

eagerly read by the officers and students of the col-

lege. The result was that the president of the insti-

tion. Dr. Cutler, and two of the tutors, Messrs. John-

son and Brown, declared for episcopacy, and soon after

departed for England to take orders. Mr. Johnson

returned and settled as pastor of the Ejiiscopal Clmr(;h

in Stratford in 1723.

Within the limits of that town there were then in-

cluded the present towns of Stratford, Huntington,

Monroe, Trumbull, and Bridgeport. A second parish,

in the ancient limits of the town, was founded at

Ripton, now Huntington, where St. Paul's parish was

organized in 174G.

From that time till 1748 the Rev. Mr. Johnson

officiated in St. Paul's four Sundays in the year, while

his son, a lawyer, read service for them at other times.

Their neighbors, however, of the old standing order,

ridiculed them for having, as they phrased it, " a

lawyer for their priest," so that St. Paul's parish wa.s

led in 1748 to jietition the English " Society for the

Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts" to send

them a clergyman. This was done in the course of a

few years. In the mean time they built a church,

and a clergyman of the Province of New York, in a

letter to the society in England, speaks of having

spent a Sunday there in 1749; that he preached and

administered the sacrament in their new church ; that

the congregation numbered about three hundred, and

that the number of communicants was about sixty.

This shows a large degree of prosperity for the time the

parish had been in existence, and is a good index of

the faithfulness of the venerable Johnson, who was

laboring alone in this section of the country, in the

face of the most bitter and hostile opposition.

The exact date is not known when a missionary was

appointed to take charge of Ripton, but the Rev.

Christoj)her Newton must have been sent there by the

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel soon after

1750. His stipend was twenty pounds, in addition to

the support the jieople could give him.

A letter from him to the Venerable Society, dated at

Ripton, June 25, 1760, contains the earliest records

extant of hi^ work. It is an account of the founding

of the parish at Tashua. In it he says he had bap-

tized twenty-five children, had preached and baptized

not only on the Sabbath but during the week, and

says, "I have reason to think it has had a good effect

on a number of families about eight or ten miles from

Ripton, to whom I have often preached, and of late

* By K. C. Ambler. t Ooutiibutoa liy l!ov. Wm. H. Bu\kloy.
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they have been more ready to hear than formerly, and
seem to be religiously disposed and sensible of the

importance of attending public worship. They have

accordingly built a church 36 feet long and 26 feet

wide, and in about six weeks so far finished it that we
meet in it for public worship. A large congregation

attended, it was supposed upwards of three hun-

dred people." This was the first beginning of what
is now known as Christ's Church, Tashua.

Tradition tells us that this house of worship was
seated with rough slab benches, such as were com-

mon in country school-houses fifty years ago. It was
probably never plastered, for twenty-seven years

later a committee was appointed to consider upon
the matter ; but as measures were taken for the erec-

tion of a new church in a year or two after their ap-

pointment, the original church probably remained, so

long as it stood, in the same unplastei'ed condition in

which it was when the first service was held in it.

The church stood within the present clvirch-yard,

near the north gate. The first grave was dug in the

church-yard in 1763, six years after the erection of

the church. The gravestone, of black slate, to the

memory of Mrs. Eleanor Marrow, is still to be seen.

It probably stood directly in the rear of the church.

Mr. Newton, in the same letter, in giving the reasons

which led him to labor in Tashua, and which led to

the erection of the first parish church, says, "These
people live at a great distance from any public wor-

ship, and many of them are so poor that they have
not horses to carry their families to worship if they

would, and others, it seems by their conduct, choose

to spend the Sabbath in hunting and unn ecessary visits,

and are not only dilatory in religious matters, but in

secular affairs. Many live but little above the In-

dian, and are destitute of the comforts of life. This

terrible condition of the people influenced some per-

sons of ample means to build a church at Tashua.

One gentleman, for years an Episcopalian, declared

that he felt it to be his duty to expend a part of his

estate in providing what, with the Divine blessing,

would jjrevent the people from becoming heathens.

These people," he adds, "have since attended wor-

ship, and seem very highly to prize the worship of

the church, and have desired me to take the care of

them, and I have preached to them every fourth Sun-
day."

The missionary asked of the society in England an
additional allowance for the labor and expense of

coming hither from Ripton every fourth Sunday.

They granted him ten pounds per annum. This was
probably continued to the close of the year 1782, or

twenty-two years, making the sum of two hundred
and twenty pounds, or about eleven hundred dollars,

which was bestowed upon the parish in its infancy

by its Christian brethren on the other side of the

Atlantic. Of the Rev. Mr. Newton, Dr. Johnson,

then rector of Stratford, writes in the highest terms

as laborious and worthy.

Any one who has read the "Connecticut History"

of Dr. Trumbull, who was a distinguished member of

the Congregational Church, or the "standing order,"

as it was called, could but see that Mr. Newton did

not overstate the case when he gave such a melan-

choly view of the condition of Tashua before the

building of the church. There were other places

where it was even worse.

The first Episcopal clergy were men of ardent zeal,

who labored in season and out of season to gather the

neglected and scattered sheep. They preached in

school-houses and private houses, visiting from house

to house, going wherever they could get a hearing.

They catechized the children, distributed tracts,

prayer-books. Bibles, and other religious books, all of

which were supplied in considerable quantities by the

society in England, very few being printed in this

country at that time.

Their earnest work for the good of their fellow-men

was rewarded with immediate and abundant success.

As early as 1760 there were thirty Episcojial churches

and fourteen clergymen, three of these churches and
two of the clergy being within the ancient limits of

the town of Stratford.

In 1762 the Rev. Mr. Newton writes to the Vener-

able Society in England that " he has reason to bless

God that seriousness, peace, and charity appear to

prevail in his parishes ; that he has at North Strat-

ford and Stratfield about thirty communicants and
about one hundred at Ripton ; that he had baptized

in the last half-year twenty-one children."

The little missionary station at Stratfield, which is

here spoken of as containing, together with Tashua,

then called North Stratford, thirty communicants, has

now grown into the present parish of St. John's,

Bridgeport, and its daughter churches ; while the

North Stratford parish embraced the ground now
covered by the Tashua and Long Hill parishes, and

by part of that at Monroe, no parish having been

formed there till 1800. There are now on the same
ground at the very least two hundred and twenty-five

or two hundred and fifty communicants, while the

thirty communicants of Stratfield and North Stratford

have grown to, in 1880, not far from fourteen hundred.

Such a growth may well cause us to thank God and
take courage.

July, 1762, the members of Tashua parish sent to

the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel a letter of

thanks for their gift of a folio Bible and prayer-book

for the use of the church, and also for small Bibles

and prayer-books and catechisms, and for the fre-

quent and very acceptable ministrations of Mr. New-
ton, who, notwithstanding the distance of eight miles

on a bad road, and the excessive cold in winter and
heat in summer, has been very constant for several

years in administering the Lord's Supper to them once

in two months, and performing divine service once in

four Sundays, and in catechising and instructing

their children.
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The large Bible and prayer-book, the former of

which was printed in London in 1750, and the latter

in 1760, lire .still kej)t in tlic church, though they have

given place to more modern cditionH.

In 17GG the K2v. Mr. Newton writes as follows to

the Venerable Society in England : "My parinhcH in-

crease gradually notwithstanding the perils of the

times, and many young persons have come to our com-

munion. I have baptized during the past year forty-

one." " Perilous times," to which he refers, were the

result of the " Stamp Act" and other measures of the

British government. The country was even then con-

vulsed with the preliminary throes of the American

struggle for liberty. As the attachment of the Epis-

copal clergy and people to the old country was gen-

erally strong before the war broke out, from the fact

that they were under God mainly indebted to Cliristian

friends there for their sujjport of the gospel here,

they felt more than most others the stress of those

times wdiich tried men's souls.

Although there are no reports extant of Mr. New-
ton of a later date than 1766, yet he survived the

Revolution, and continued to serve this parisli and
Ripton till 1785, for in the jiarish accounts there is a

record of a committee ajipointed to settle with the

heirs of the Rev. Mr. Newton for services rendered

up to that year. That committee was appointed in

1787, so that Mr. Newton must have died in or before

that year.

The Rev. Abraham L. Clarke, who was ordained by
Bishop Seabury in 1786, became the minister of the

parish at Tashua soon after Mr. Newton's decease.

In October, 1787, a committee was appointed by
the parish to secure his services one-third part of the

time, and the next year it was voted to settle Mr.

Clark one-third part of the time for life. In 1788,

December 1st, it was also voted to build a new church

by subscription, and on Christmas day, in the same
year, Capt. Abel Hall, Nathan Summers, and David
Mallett were appointed to oversee and carry on the

building of the new church ; and that Amos Van
Nostrand proportion the house, not to exceed fifty

feet in length, and thirty-four in breadth, and twenty-

four in height. Also to be twenty-four windows in

said church, of six-by-eight glass, thirty panes in

each window, exclusive of the arch.

The next spring the parish ajipointcd a committee

to exchange with the selectmen of Stratford a piece

of land belonging to the proprietors of the church for

a certain piece on the north side of the highway for

the purpose of erecting the church thereon. This

was probably the ground upon which the church was
built, and there the church remained until the present

edifice was erected. The same year it was voted to

call the parish Trinity Church, and by that name it

was known in the records for many years.

In June, 1790, the church was so far advanced that

by vote of the parish the pew spots were sold at pub-
lic vendue, the buyers being obligated to pay the

'

prices bid, and to build the pews in one year from

the time of purchase. The pews were to \>(; in uni-

form style, as they were in the North Fairfield meet-

ing-liouse. TIk; jMirchitse money was aj<j)li<:^l t'^wardH

tl)e expense of }>uilding tlie cliurch. Tlie jjcw spots

were all sold except two for three hundred and ten

dollars and sixty-six cents.

These square pews were sixteen in number, being

the wall pews all round the building, except the

portions occupied by the doors, gallery, stairs, and

chancel. The chancel was on the north side, and

there was a door in the opposite side and one also at

both the east and west ends. In the body of the

churcli there were long, open seats free to all. A
tower and spire were built at the west entrance in

1823. The names of the original purchasers of pew
spots Avere Henry Beardsley, Josiah Sanford, Isaac

Wakeley, Zecharlah Mallett, Nathan Summers, An-

drew Lyon, William Prince, George Chambers, Zech-

arlah Beach, Joseph Mallett, John Edwards, Capt.

Abel Hall, William Osborne, and Agur Edwards.

A number of the pews soon changed hands,—some

before the church Avas completed, which was prob-

ably in 1790, for there is a record of the appointment

of a key-keeper in February of that year.

The church was consecrated by Bishop Seabun.-,

June 5, 1795.

The Rev. Mr. Clarke continued to supply this

church in connection with Ripton till 1792, when he

accepted a call to St. John's Cliurch, Providence,

R. I. From the position he occupied, he would seem

to have been a man of mark in his day.

In 1792 there was held the first convention of this

diocese of which we have any printed records, and

Tashua parish was represented by Ca]>t. Abel Hall.

On the 1st of April, 1793, Ta.-^hua joined with

Christ's Church, Sti-atford, in settling Rev. Ashiel

Baldwin, who officiated in Tashua every third Sun-

day for many years. He was ordained by Bishop

Seabury, in 1785, at the fii'st Episcopal ordination

ever held in America. He was a man of small sta-

ture, but of quick action, both of mind and body,

fine talents, and powerful voice. In his prime he

was very popular as a preacher and orator, often

being called upon to,preach and speak before public

bodies on important occasions. He wsis prominent

both in diocesan and general conventions. No man
was perhai)s more instrumental than he since the

Revolution in laying the foundations of the church

in this diocese. He continued to officiate in Tiishua

in connection with Stratford till 1815, and at intervals

when the parish became vacant by the removal of

other clergymen till 1828, though his connection with

Stratford ceased in 1S24. He afterwanls served other

parishes in this diocese till 1882. when lie became un-

able to perform active duties. He died at Rochestor,

N. Y., in 1846, aged eighty-nine years, full of years

and of honors.

In 1817, Rev. Joseph D. Welton w;\s called to
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supply this parish one-half the time in connection

with the old church in Weston. He continued to

officiate till 1819. Mr. Welton removed to Water-

bury, and his health giving way, he was not again

a settled parish minister, but officiated occasionally

and taught school as his strength permitted. He
died at Waterbury in 1825, aged forty-two years. He
was said by those who knew him to have combined

the virtue and grace which adorn the Christian char-

acter, and was ardently devoted to the duties of his

sacred office.

From 1819 to 1823, Tashua was again supplied a

part of the time by Mr. Baldwin. In the latter year

it was supplied a portion of the time in connection

with St. John's, Bridgeport, by Rev. Henry R. Judah

;

in 1824, by Rev. Beardsley Northrop ; in 1825, for six

months, by Rev. E. J. Ives.

After another period sujjplied in part by Mr. Bald-

win, Rev. Rodney Rossiter, in 1829, was settled in

Tashua in connection with St. Peter's Church, Mon-
roe, supplying each one-half the time till 1834. Mr.

Rossiter was a man of great amiability of character

and uprightness and purity in his walk and conversa-

tion. He continued to supply the parish of Monroe
till his death, in November, 1846.

In 1837, Rev. D. G. Tomlinson was called to Tashua,

and officiated three-fourths of the time for two years,

giving the other fourth to the church in Weston.

From that time till he resigned Tashua he devoted to

it his entire services. He resigned in 1843. The
chancel-window is a memorial of his earnest zeal and

devoted labors for the good of the parish.

The Rev. William W. Bronson served the cure

from July, 1848, to November, 1847, when he ac-

cepted a call to St. James' Church, Danbury. His

removal was universally regretted. In the following

spring Rev. Henry V. Gardner succeeded him, serv-

ing Tashua and Grace Church, Long Hill, for one

year.

During the rectorship of Mr. Tomlinson the erection

of the church at Long Hill was accomj^lished. It

was commenced in 1836, and completed in 1839. It

was built as a chapel of Christ's church, Tashua, and

the whole continued to be one parish till the rector-

ship of Rev. Mr. Bronson.

In June, 1846, there was held a meeting of the

parish of Christ's Church, at which it was resolved to

divide the parish. The Long Hill portion immedi-

ately organized under the name of Grace Church, and

was admitted into union with the Convention the

same month.

During the rectorship of the Rev. Mr. Bronson the

erection of the present church building, the third

which has stood here, was accomplished. It was be-

gun in 1846, and consecrated on the 28th day of May
the year following. The first church, erected in 1760,

stood thirty years, or till 1790 ; the second stood fifty-

six years ; the present one has stood thirty-four years.

The rough, unplastered church of 1760, with its slab

seats, erected by the generosity of two or three for the

benefit of a destitute neighborhood, has given place

to a beautiful temple completely furnished, erected

by the free-will offerings of a whole congregation

whom God has j^rospered. At the first service in the

church of 1760 a single struggling missionary carried

on his services unaided and uncheered by a single

brother in the ministry, with no chief pastor on the

continent to consecrate the edifice to the Most High,

or to ordain to the holy ministry, or to bless with the

laying on of hands those who would confirm their

Christian vows. When the present building was con-

secrated, in 1847, sixteen clergymen were present ; a

bishop, one of a goodly number whom God has raised

up in this Western land, set it apart to the worship of

Almighty God. He set apart at the same time one to

the holy order of the priesthood, and a goodly number

kneeling before the altar were confirmed by him in

their Christian profession. Truly the Lord has kept

good to this humble branch of His planting the

promise, " Lo, I am with you alway."

In 1849, Rev. John W. Hoffman was called to

Tashua for the whole time. On his resignation he

was succeeded in the following year by the Rev. J.

G. Downing, who served the whole time till the be-

ginning of the year 1852. After a vacancy of nine

months Rev. De Witt C. Loop served the parish, in

connection with Long Hill, the greater portion of

1853. After another vacancy of several months the

Rev. W. L. Bostwick served the united cure nearly

two years, resigning February, 1856. On the 1st of

the ensuing January, Rev. William T. Early took

charge till July, 1858. After an interregnum of seven

months the Rev. D. P. Sanford took charge, March

20, 1859. He was absent from the parish from Sept.

20, 1862, to April 1, 1863, as chaplain of Twentieth

Regiment Connecticut Volunteers in United States

service, his place in Tashua being supplied by the

Rev. AVilliam H. Williams. Mr. Sanford's connec-

tion was terminated by his resignation on Easter

Monday, 1864, after a rectorship of little more than

five years.

He was succeeded by the Rev. William Warland in

1865, who served the parishes at Tashua and Long

Hill till late in the fall of 1867, when he resigned.

The Rev. C. C. Adams became rector of the parish

in February, 1869, giving it his whole time. The

present rectory had been purchased by the parish, so

that the rector now has a home within the limits of

the parish after it had existed a little more than one

hundred years.

On his resignation the Rev. Wm. J. Pigott became

rector, Oct. 15, 1870. He resigned in 1872, and was

followed in 1874 by the Rev. A. P. Brush, who served

the united cures of Tashua and Long Hill till late in

the fall of 1878. The church, after being thoroughly

repaired and beautified, was reopened by the bishop

on May 18, 1874.

The present rector, William H. Bulkley, took
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charge of the parish Juno 13, 1880, serving it in con-

nection with CiirLst's cliurcli, Euston.

Capt. Abel Mallett, for many years a very influen-

tial member of the parish, at his death, in the fall of

1877, left a small fund, the income of which was to

make good his place in meeting the ordinary expenses

of the parish.

Present officers : Rector, William Howard Bulkley

;

Wardens, Charles Osborne, Aaron B. Mallett ; Ves-

trymen, Stephen G. Nichols, Morse D. Mallett, Wil-

liam A. Mallett, Dr. Seth Hill, Benjamin H. French,

S. Mallett Sanford, Joseph A. Tredwell
;
Clerk, Joseph

A. Tredwell
;
Chorister, William A. Mallett ; Libra-

rian, George D. Mallett
;
Superintendent Sunday-

school, the rector.

Present number of communicants, ninety.

NICHOLS' FARMS.®

The village of Nichols' Farms, or Old Farms, as it

is often called, is situated in the town of Trumbull, on

the eastern of the three or four ridges which trans-

verse the town from the north to the south, dividing it

into as many tracts or districts. Its early history is

so connected with that of Stratford, of which Trum-
bull previous to the year 1798 formed a part, that it

will be necessary to a certain degree to give some de-

tail of the history concerning the property of the first

settlei-s of Stratford, from whom most of the people of

Old Farms are descendants. There were men among
the first settlers of Stratford who while they lived in

the settlement, still were extensive landowners. Their

land or farms comprised large tracts into which their

town had been divided.

Upon their death this land was divided among
their children as shares of the parent's estate, Avhicli,

being settled upon, of course soon scattered a sparse

population over the town. During these early times,

in order to increase the facility of reaching these

farms, roads were laid out extending all through

the town. The road running from Stratford north

through Nichols' Farms was laid out at the generous

width of eight rods. It was on this road that most of

the settlers built their new homes,— not, as a general

thing, of logs, but, being sons of "well-to-do" men,
were started in life with a substantial frame house,

with its back roof sloping almost to the ground in

true colonial style.

During the first fifty years the locality of Nichols'

Farms was known by the general name of Stratford.

As the people were taxed by the Presbyterian Society

in Stratford, they attended " meeting" there until the

year 1730, when a " meeting-house" was builtf nearer

home. Then the name " Society at Unity" was ap-

plied to the locality.

In the year 1744, owing to a division of the people

of the society, thus rendering the name " Unity " in-

* Contrihtitcd by R. C. Amlilor, Esq.

t Tli8 iiieetiiig-houso was erected i\t the lower end of the Wliito riaiiis

street, in front of where the barn of John Booth, Esq., now stands.

1S1

ai)])roj;riate, it was changed, and Wfw known ai» the

Society at Nfjrtli Stratford until the incorporation of

the town of TrumltuU in 1708, wlicn it took the name
of the town.

The difficulty arose from the fact of tlic conver.iion

of their pastor, the Rev. Richardson Minor, to a
belief in the doctrines of the Church of England.

He resigned his charge over the society, but not

before dissensions of so serious a character had arisen

that about one-half of the society left the faith.

After his resignation he went to England, wliere he

was ordained, but on his return home wa.s taken sick

and died at sea.

The name of Nichols' Farms undoubtedly arose

from the fact of its being there that the portion

owned by Francis Nichols or his immediate descend-

ants lay,—not so much, jtrobably, in consequence of

the quality or quantity of the land as it was that they

were the earliest to convert the wilderness into a

farm.

The settlement of the village is not new by anj'

means, for there were clearings made over two hun-

dred years ago. Tradition says that the first clearing

was made by a man whose name it has failed to

transmit, near where the toll-gate at Mishea Hill now
is. Here he planted his rye and built a house, but

died ere his crop had ripened. There is also a tradi-

tion that there M-as a clearing on the knoll below the

house of Charles B. Nichols at a very early period,

and, too, that the only way to reach Stratford at that

early time was from this spot, by the way of a forest-

path leading towards the Ousatonic River, and so

circuitously to Stratford. Others claim that hero

stood the wigwam of an old Indian named Uncle
Bill, and that the pile of clam-shells which may yet

be seen upon turning the soil are resultant of his

appetite for sea food, and that the meadow is still

designated as " Uncle Bill's lot" from the fiict of his

having lived there.

Perhaps as late as 1700 nearly the whole region

was thickly covered with forest. A tradition has

been handed down that a sick stranger wa.s found by
Mr. Joseph Nichols and taken to his home to be

cared for, that he died, and was buried on a lonely

knoll in the woods some distance back of the house.

Fifty years ago, when Mr. Ganderson Nichols was
digging the well back of his house, he found the

bones of a white man, which had been buried about

four feet from the surface in a horizontal position,

which were undoubtedly the remains of the first

white man who died and was buried in the forest then

covering the region where now is the beautiful vil-

lage of Nichols' Farms.

The Indians have left but few remains of their life

here save numerous arrow-heads which are upturned

by the plow. Also other relics of tlie stone age of

America have been found in the vicinity. There

was found, however, about forty years ago. on the

land of the Hon. F. P. Ambler, a never-foiling spring
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of most excellent water. The spring had evidently

existed in the condition in which it was found for a

great many years. It was, when uncovered, regu-

larly stoned up like a well, having large flat stones

laid helow, forming a platform over the outlet of sur-

plus water. The spring when found was artfully

concealed beneath large stones having trees and

deposits of ages thereupon. It was discovered by

tracing back the stream of ice-cold water running

from what seemed a passage under the rocks. It had

evidently been hidden in this manner by Indians,

who, having concealed it from other tribes or from

the whites, never returned to it again. Its existence

was not known to descendants of the Golden Hill

Indians who still live in the vicinity. The pond
lying northwest of the village, bearing the homely

name of " Old Saw-Mill Pond," was originally a

natural lake. It was near this lake that an old

Indian named Misliea lived. Perchance it were

—

'• Blitclie Manito the mighty,

He the dreadful spirit of evil."

It was from Mishea originated " Mishea Hill,"

the name given to an extensive tract of land lying

northwest of the village.

Tiie ancestor of the Nichols family in this country

was Francis Nichols. He came from England, and

is first heard of in 1637. He was a soap-boiler by

occupation and lived in Stratford, about half a mile

below the Episcopal church. He died in the year

1650, at which time his estate inventoried at £29 6s.

He had three sons,—Calib, Isaac, and John.

Calib married, in the year 1645, Annie, daughter of

Andrew Ward, of Fairfield. At the settlement of

Woodbury in 1672, Calib went with the colony. He
had fifteen children, and died in the year 1690. His

eighth child, Abraham, was born Jan. 19, 1662. The
records do not show that he went to Woodbury to

settle with his father, and it is not probable that he

did.

He married Rachel, daughter of Daniel Kellogg,

Dec. 3, 1684. He was the father of eight children, of

whom Joseph Avas the oldest.

Joseph Nichols was born Sept. 21, 1665, and mar-

ried Mary Curtis, Dec. 26, 1704. He was without

doubt the first man of the name who lived in Unity.

He was a large landowner. His territory lay on the

east side of the highway, extending from the corner

at Mr. George Peet's as far north as the territory

owned by Jabez Curtis, and ran back to the Bear

Swamp road.

He was a man of considerable prominence, was a

member of the militia in the year 1720. In the year

1726 we find him as lieutenant, and later as captain.

He built his house on the east side of the highway,

only a few feet north of the residence of Alexander

Cook, Esq.

He died in the year 1742, at the age of fifty-seven,

and was buried in the cemetery back of the residence

of John Booth, Esq.

He had ten children. Andrew, the fourth child,

was born in the year 1724, and married Abiah,

daughter of Noah Plumb, Dec. 23, 1748. He died in

the year 1808, and was buried in the graveyard back

of the residence of Samuel Edwards, Esq. He had

nine children,—Isaac, Robert, Hezekiah, John, Silas,

whose descendants live in " White Plain ;" Martha

married Lewis Fairchild
;
Mary man-ied Nathan

Nichols, of Booth's Hill ; Abia married Philip

Nichols, of Botsford Depot; and Sarah, who married

Isaac Booth, of Stratford. The first four remained in

the village, and from them have descended families

who now reside here bearing the name.

Among the first ones to settle in the vicinity of

Nichols' Farm were three men bearing the name of

Curtis. As far as research is concerned, they have

not been found to be related.

There was one, Hezekiah Curtis, whose family has

become extinct. He was an extensive landowner;

his territory extended from that taken up by Israel

Beach, not only south for quite a distance, but north,

including the whole of the De Forrest farm, now
owned by Horace Lyon, Esq. He lived in a house

which stood opposite that of Mr. Lyon. The old well

is still there.

He had four children,—Hezekiah, Ezra, Abel, and

a daughter, who was the mother of Deacon Ezra De
Forrest. His son. Deacon Hezekiah, built a house a

little south of where the barn of Mr.. William Wake-
ley now stands, and here too the well alone marks the

locality. His wife's name was Thompson. They left

no descendants. Ezra and Abel were bachelors, and

left their property to their nephew. Deacon Ezra De
Forrest.

The Curtis family living at the lower end of the

village descend from Mitchel Curtis. Pie was born

in 1729, and died Aug. 16, 1808. He married Phabe,

daughter of Deacon Thomas Peet, Jan. 10, 1753, and

built a house on the ground where now stands the

residence of his great-grandson, Lewis Curtis, Esq.

He had five children,—viz., Zachariah, Daniel

Mitchel, Mary Anne, Phoibe, and Isaac.

His son Zachariah built a house which stood south

of Trinity church, where the residence of George H.

Houston now stands. He married Verona Edwards

Dec. 28, 1775 ; had two children,—James and Elijah.

James married Nancy Peet, and left a large family,

who were zealous workers in the establishment and

maintenance of Trinity parish.

Daniel Mitchel was born Jan. 4, 1755, married, and

had ten children,—viz.. Burr, Ira, David, Alvin, Eli,

Daniel, Hepsie, Mary, Huldah, and Lucy.

The family living at the north end of the village

bearing the same name descend from the widow

Elizabeth Curtis, who is found in Stratford in the

year—

.

This family trace their ancestry through the line

descending from her son William.

Jabez Curtis was the first one of this family to set-
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tie ill the Society of Unity. He, unlike nearly all

others in the settlement, was a zealous member of the

Church of England. He belonged to the loyal party

and fought in the Revolution under tin; Ikitish flag,

for which act he suffered the indignity of having his

property confiscated. It was repurchased l)y his sons,

however. His house stood a few rods north of the

junction of the Mishea Hill road and the Huntington

turnpike. A house which was torn down a few years

ago, and which was at least calculation one hundred

and twenty-five years old, was undoubtedly built by

him. Andrew, his son, was born, lived, and died in

this house. He had three children,—Thomas, who
went to Woodbury, Andrew, and Evard. Andrew
married Eunice, daughter of Joseph Lake, and had

six children,—viz., Joseph, Hull, Elisha, Nathaniel,

Moranda, and Sheldon. Evard lived across the

street from Andrew, and had three children,—Cherry,

Charles, and Anson.

The Fairchilds, who are one of our most prominent

families of Trumbull, descend from Mr. Thomas Fair-

child, who was one of the original jjroprietors in the

settlement of Stratford. He was a man of consider-

able prominence, and Avas the first magistrate of the

town.

Mr. Fairchild had two wives; the first was a daugh-

ter of Robert Seabrook, Esq., and died during the

early days of the colony. She bore him several

children.

In the year 1662, and about three years after the

death of his wife, he returned to England and married

Catharine Craige, of London.

It is through the descendants of this second mar-

riage that we trace the Trumbull line of ancestry.

Daniel Fairchild was the first one of the fiimily who
lived in the society of Unity. He was born in 1720,

and married Hepsibah Lewis, of Old Mill, Dec. 6,

1743, by whom he had nine children. His second

wife was of the Middlebrook family of Long Hill.

He built a house nearly on the site where now
stands the house of Miss Mariah Nichols. It was

here that his children were born, who were Timothy,

Lewis, Daniel, Nehemiah, Sarah, Mehitable, Benja-

min, Abel, and Sarah. He died in 1807, aged eighty-

seven years. Of his nine children, three—viz., Timo-

thy, Lewis, and Daniel—settled in the vicinity.

Timothy Fairchild was born July 30, 1744. He
married Johannah, daughter of Samuel Ufford, June
26, 1766. He built on the site where now stands the

house of John B. Nichols, Esq. He had six chil-

dren,—viz., Nehemiah, David, Eli, Aaron, Johannah,

and Hepsie. Hepsie married Eli, son of Daniel

Mitchel Curtis.

Lewis Fairchild was born March 14, 1746, and mar-

ried Mary, daughter of Sanuiel Ufford, Sept. 22, 1768.

He built a house at Mishea Hill, a short distance be-

low the saw-mill now owned by David Plumb. They
had five children,—viz., Lewis, Polly, Reuben, Eben,
and Isaac. His oldest sou. Coll. Lewis, who married

Pattie, daughter of Andrew Nichols, July 10, 1774,

was the father of Daniel and Plumb Fairchild, the

proprietors of the extensive paj)er-inillH at Jjakeville,

and Reuben was the father of Charles N. Fairciiild,

Esq., of the Farms.

The ancestor of the Plumb family was from Eng-
land, and settled in Milford in 1630. Hi.s name was

Robert. The records do not place him on the list of
" free planters," not being in church fellowship,

which was a requisite qualification in the view of the

colonists before a person could be admitted a '' free

I)lanter."

Noah Plumb came to Unity Society about 1700,

and married, Oct. 2, 1714, Abigal Curtis. He
built a house on the west side of the highway, below

where the house of David Plumb stands. This

house was without doubt the finest and most substan-

tial built in the settlement. It had galjle roofs. In

the front of the house were antique window-frames.

The sashes were of lead, which framed in diamond-

shaped panes, and the whole was quite English in

its appearance. The records do not show that he had

more than one child. This one he named Noah, who,

with his wife Abiah, lived in his father's house and

had five children,—viz., Abiah, Phebe, Susannah,

David, and Josejjh. David married Mary Beach,

Dec. 29, 1770, from whom descended the late

Beach Plumb and the Hon. D. W. Plumb, of Shelton.

He built a house which has long since been torn

down. It stood a short distance below the house of

Ezera W. Plumb. Joseph Plumb married Sibil Ed-

wards, May 29, 1777. He lived below his father's

residence. He had three children, — Elliott, who
was father of Oliver E. Plumb, Eli, the father of

Birsey B., and Almon Plumb, of Trumbull Centre.

The third child was Pixley.

The Peets are one of the oldest families. They de-

scend from Deacon Thomas Pect, who was admitted

into the Society at Unity in 1731. Abijah Peet mar-

ried Bethiah, daughter of Samuel Ufibrd, in June,

1771. His home stood at the foot of the garden of

Mr. George Peet (grandson). The names of lour of

his children were, 1st, Hepsie, who married Sheldon

Peirson (children were William and Slieldon)
;
2d,

Nancy, married James Curtis (children Elbert, Ellen,

Maria, Harriett)
;

3d, Johannah, married Robert

Nichols
;

4th, Isaiah (children George, Susan, and

Charles).

Samuel Ufford lived in the village with his wife,

Anne, in the year 1739, when their first child was

born. He had seven children,—viz., 1st, Daniel, mar-

ried Mary Bcrse
;
2d, John, nuirried Anon Nichols;

3d, Mary, married Lewis Fairchild
;
4th, Bethiali,

married Abijah Peet
;

0th, Jane, nuirried Richard

Sahnons; 6th, Ebcnezer (Judge Eben), married

Nancy Peet
;
7th, Johannah, married Timothy Fair-

child.

The Hawley fiunily descend from the Joseph Haw-
ley who was one of the original settlors in Stratford,
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where we find them as early as 1649. The first one

of the family which we find in Unity was Robert

Hawley. His wife's name was Annie Beach, to

whom he was married March 15, 1750. He built a

house opposite the residence of Lewis Curtis, just

below an old barn that is still standing. He had

eight children, of whom Robert, Elikim, and Josiah

settled in the village. Josiah lived in the old home.

Elikim built the house now standing below the resi-

dence of Elliot Curtis, Esq. This house is without

doubt the oldest house in the village. His descend-

ants went to " White Plains." Robert Hawley built

an old house which stood where the residence of Shel-

don P. Peirson now stands. His children were Abi-

jah, Beach, Anna, and Elam.

One of the first houses in Nichols' Farms was built

by Ephraim Booth. It stood upon the site now occu-

pied by the house of Samuel Edwards, Esq. He was

a deacon in the Society of Unity. He had a son, also

named Ephraim, who married Sarah Fairchild, Dec.

18, 1739. By this wife he had three children,—viz..

Charity, Rachel, and Ann. His wife Sarah died, and

he married again, Nov. 14, 1751, PhcBbe Fairchild.

He was admitted to the Society at Unity, Aug. 2G, 1753.

By his wife Phoebe he had three children. These

were Sarah, Phcebe, and Hannah. Soon after the

death of Mr. Ephraim Booth, Jr., the homestead was

sold to Mr. Eli Ed\yards. Mr. Eli Edwards came

from Chestnut Hill. He built the house owned by

the late Charles Curtis, and was a man of considera-

ble property and prominence. His son Samuel is

still living, and is held very high in the respect of all

who know him. His only child is the wife of Horace

Fairchild, Esq.

John Beardsley lived in the settlement before the

Revolution. He was a chairmaker, as well were his

two sons, James and Andrew. He lived in a house

which stood in the lot opposite the house of Mrs.

Shelton Nichols. His son James built on the prop-

erty known as the Peck place, since bought by the

late James D. Alvord, Esq. The Rev. John L. Peck

lived for several years in the house now stand-

ing on the old site. In the same house the late Dr.

Starkweather, a learned and highly-respected physi-

cian, lived and practiced medicine for several years.

Andrew Beardsley married Mary, daughter of

Daniel Mitch el Curtis, and had the following chil-

dren : Nelson, Curtis, Amelia (who married Abija M.
Nichols), and Mary. Curtis is still living in the vil-

lage. He is a carpenter, and built most of the houses

now standing in the village.

Previous to the war of the Revolution we find that

Chauncy Beardsley, with his wife, Huldah Hawley,

lived on the " cross-road" just above the " Red
House" belonging to Charles Fairchild, Esq. The
well which belonged to the house is there yet, and is

over forty feet deep.

Chauncy Beardsley was a Tory, and engaged with

the. British in the Revolution. He left at home his

wife with eight young children, who led a struggling

existence during the war.

Aunt Huldah, as every one called her, was a woman
of wonderful nerve and constitution. She survived

her husband for many years, as well did she all the

acquaintances of her middle life, and died at the

advanced age of one hundred and two years.

She took pleasure in talking of the exciting times

of the Revolution, and related the event of two com-

panies of French soldiers encamping a whole winter

during the war on what is known as " Mountain

Hill," a high rocky bluff in the central part of the

village, which commands a view of about seventy

miles of the Sound and island. She would relate with

fire in her eye of how the "hired rebels" would com-

pel her to cook and sometimes furnish provisions for

them, through fear that they would kill her if she did

not comply with their requests.

The mammoth oak which is still standing on the

brow of the hill is said to have been cut otf where it

now branches out at that time. French coins have

since been found near the site of their camp.

Their son Lewis married Laura Gillett. The
widow and two dauglitei-s alone represent this family

of Beardsley in the village.

Israel Beach when quite a young man came from

Stratford, where his ancestors settled, and cleared up

the Bear Swamp farm. He built a house in what is

well known as the " old house-lot," about six rods

from the present street fence, and near the southern

fence of the lot. In the year 1731 he married Han-
nah Burritt, of Stratford, and had six children,

—

viz., Phebe, Nathaniel, Mary, Israel, Hannah, and

Eben. He was a soldier in the French war in

Canada. A powder-horn carried by him through the

French war is still in the possession of his descend-

ants. He died at the advanced age of eighty-six, and

was buried in the old Congregational burying-ground

in Stratford.

His three sons each built houses near by. Na-

thaniel built about quarter of a mile above. During

the Revolution, when Stratford was threatened to be

burned, quite a number of the Whig friends of Mr.

Beach brought their household goods and valuables

from Stratford in the night-time, and for safe keeping

stored them in this house, which, by the way, is still

standing.

One day, while the present subject of our writing

was at work on his farm, his little dog found a bear,

and by furious barking drew his attention to the fact.

Mr. Beach went home, procured his gun, and return-

ing to the spot shot him. He proved to be a fine spe-

cimen of black bear, and was the last killed in the

vicinity. From the above-narrated occurrence the

farm and locality has since been called " Bear

Swamp." Mr. Nathaniel Beach was' killed by a load

of wood which was turned over upon him.

Israel, Jr., built a short distance south of the house

of his brother Nathaniel, and Eben built in the
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8ame, with and nearly in front of where his father's

house stood. The family have become sei)aratcd,

and the descendants of Nathaniel alone remain,

whose son and grandson, each bearing the same name,

have since tilled part of the land cleared by their

ancestor.

Some few years before the Revolution three brothers

by the name of Blagg arrived in iStratford from Eng-

land. They had quite a sum of money between them,

which for safe keeping was intrusted to one of the

three, who in turn absconded, leaving the others des-

titute. The town through pity gave them all the land

lying on the east side of the Bear Swamp and Hun-
tington road inclosed between the Beaver Dam Brook

and the one now known as Kurd's Brook. For draw-

ing the deed one of them, who was a shoemaker,

made a pair of shoes as compensation to the magis-

trate. Samuel and Elislia were the names of the two

brothers left. Samuel built a house where the house

of William Wakeley now stands, and Elisha built

just above and about opposite of the road to Isin-

glass. Only one of them had issue, and, they being

daughters, the name became extinct.

The Hon. Franklin P. Ambler was a descendant of

Richard Ambler, who was born in Somersetshire,

England, in the year 1611. He came to this country

in 1639, landing at Weymouth, Mass., and in 1666 he

came to Stamford, Conn. Here, with his son Abra-

ham and several others, he united in the purchase of

the town of Bedford from the Indians. He died in

the year 1699, aged eighty-eight years.

Franklin P. Ambler was born in Danbury, June 3,

1797, and was of good colonial blood on both sides of

the house. His father, 'Squire Ambler, was the sec-

ond child of John Ambler and Huldah Fairchild.

His mother was Elizabeth, daughter of Ebenezer

Pickett and Elizabeth Abbott. 'Squire Ambler was

born and spent his early boyhood in those times dur-

ing which the wrongs imposed by England grew

more and more oppressive, and at the age of fourteen,

instead of learning a trade of peace, he learned a trade

of war. At that early age he enlisted in the Conti-

nental army at Danbury, under Capt. Osborn, as an
artificer. During that terrible winter at Valley Forge

his exceptional fortitude and unswerving fidelity did

not escape the observing eye of Washington, who
in the spring of 1778 promoted him to his special

guard. Thus this hardy and patriotic man served not

only through those dark days at Valley Forge, and at

the stormy crossing of the Delaware, but until the end
of the war, when he was still with his commander at

Yorktown, at the surrender of Cornwallis. His sword,

which he carried through the whole war, is a heavy
blade encased in an iron sheath. It was forged by N.
Starr, who was a country blacksmith in Danbury. It

is still in the possession of his descendants.

The early life of Franklin P. Ambler was one of

poverty and hardship, through which he struggled

with undaunted courage. At the age of fourteen he

was bound out to a Mr. Hull, in Danbury, an an ap-

prentice in the saddle-tree trade, where lie n.-maiiied

until his time was out, when he went to New York
as an employee in the tree-fact<jry of Bcjijaniin Stiles.

Later, he came to Derby, Conn., where he wa« em-

ployed in the factory of Mr. Chatfield. Here he met
Eliza, daughter of Jerrod Bartholcm {now Bartholo-

mew) and Mary Wooster, whom he married, March
l/), 1819, and in Derby his oldest child, (,'liarles, was

born.

In the year 1822 he came to Trumlmll, where he

was employed as general superintendent in the fac-

tories of Messrs. Reuben and Eben Fairchild. He
lived in a house owned by Eli Edwards, which is still

standing back of the residence of Sheldon (^'urtis.

In the year 182.J he entered into the business with

R. and E. Fairchild and Mr. Isaiah Peut, under the

name of Fairchild, Peet & Co. In the year 1844 he

bought out the concern and conducted business in

partnership with his three sons, under the firm-name

of F. P. Ambler & Sons. He bought land lying

about and north of what is known as " Mountain

Hill," and built the present factories, having since

enlarged them as the business increased. He pur-

chased of Philo Lord the house now owned and occu-

pied by his grandson, Richard C. Ambler. This

house he enlarged and remodeled, and here he made
his home. To him home was a sacred spot. His

wife, who was a person endowed with the very embodi-

ment of nobleness of character, was fully capable of

making it so. His children married and had houses

of their own,—all within a stone's throw; but still

home was yet at the father's, and his greatest joy was

to gather them around his board. His faithful com-

panion passed away March 20, 1853. He married

again, Emily S. Ambler, widow of Joel Ambler, of

Danbury, a woman of most excellent qualities and

well suited to fill the vacant place. She still survives

him.

Franklin P. Ambler had during his boyhood little

opportunities for education, but was always an enthu-

siastic reader ; remarkable for an exceedingly retentive

memory, he soon acquired a knowledge diliicult to be

competed with. To this he constantly made additions

until in middle and later life he was able to converse,

with equal intelligence, with those of far greater op-

portunities.

I can no better describe the opinion in which he

was held by the public than to quote, in part, an ar-

ticle that appeared in the columns of the Bridgeport

Farmer at the time of his death, which occurred .Vug.

1,1873:

"... Mr. Amblor was everywhere known as a man
of the strictest integrity, whose ' word was ;is good :\si

his bond.' In many respects he Wivs a remarkable

man. Gifted with a powerful and retentive memory,
he seldom forgot anything of importance that he read,

and, always from his youth up an industrious reader,

his mind was stored with a fund of facts, anecdotes.
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and historical information from which he would at

pleasure draw to enliven, strengthen, and adorn his

naturally easy conversation. He had accumulated a

solid and valuable library, and his peculiar qualities

of mind made his books almost literally reproduced

in him. In early life his attention was particularly

called to the Bible and the consideration of religious

subjects, and to the study of these he gave the closest

attention until he arrived at a conclusion that satisfied

his own mind and conscience, a result which led him
to esijouse the earnest and conscientious belief that

the Bible is the inspired word of God, and that it

teaches the doctrine of universal salvation. Consci-

entious and firm in his convictions, having thoroughly

studied the subject, perfectly familiar with the Bible,

he was, without exception, the ablest lay conversa-

tionalist we ever knew, and no one could meet him
in an argument without discomfiture, unless they were

thoroughly masters of their subject.

"Mr. Ambler was always a sound and consistent

Democrat of the Jeflfersonian school, and always took

a deep and intelligent interest in public affairs. He
had frequently to fill local oflSces in his toAvn, had rep-

resented it in the Legislature, and about 1862 was

elected to the State Senate, in all which positions he

discharged his duties with unswerving fidelity, and

with honor to himself. He was made a Mason more

than fifty years ago, and was a consistent member of

the order until his decease. A singular circumstance

may be mentioned in this connection, the like of

which has never occurred in the annals of the insti-

tution. Some ten years ago the writer of these lines,

then a presiding officer of Jerusalem Chapter, No. 13,

R. A. M., of this city (Bridgeport), officiated at the

exaltation at one time of the deceased and two of his

sons, George B. and Franklin P., Jr. All three, the

father and sons, are now dead, and each one has been

buried on Sunday by the Masonic fraternity." . . .

It may not be out of place to speak here of his

family, which consisted of Charles, George B., Mary
E., and Franklin P., Jr. They were all very dear to

him, and he was justly proud of them for they held

positions in public re.S2)ect. They were notorious for

their strong mind and firm belief in the democratic

principles of government. All three of the sons rep-

resented their town in the Assembly, and also at dif-

ferent times filled offices of trust both in party and

town.

In speaking of them one cannot but associate them

together, for it was together, the father and the three

sons, that every one meant when they spoke of the

" Amblers."

But their characteristics were different. Charles,

the only one living, alone displays the persistent ap-

plication and thoroughness of the father. In Frank-

lin P. Ambler, Jr., we found the hearty " free and

easy" good will to all, but at the same time a fierce

and decisive opinion. United with a wonderful elo-

quence was his inherited and equally wonderful mem-

ory. Imposing in figure and powerful in thought,

he would hold an audience as if it were spell-bound

for hours at a time. But his bright and promising

career was cut short in the sirring of life. He died

May 25, 1865, aged forty years. In George B. Ambler
there was the same persistency which is the charac-

teristic of the father. He was a fine business man,
and as an accountant could not be excelled. He was
remarkable in ingenuity ; the results of his skill and
taste are still in the possession of his family and are

exhibited with pride. He came to an untimely end

by being thrown from his carriage while riding on

State Street, Bridgei:)ort. He died the same day,

June 24, 1871.

The distance from England rendered the importa-

tion of household utensils, cloths, and other neces-

saries of life very expensive
;
hence, necessity being

the mother of invention, the colonists began to manu-
facture for themselves. The spinning-wheel and loom

were articles of absolute necessity in every house, and
one of the chief accomplishments of the farmer's wife

and daughter was the manufacture of " homespun,"

it being the custom of the housewife to spin and weave
all the cloth used in the family. But the busy wheel

has long been laid away, as well as has been the faith-

ful hands which plied it, and with the wheel the large,

cheerful " fireplace," with its benches at each end and
its " back-log," which was drawn into the house by
oxen, have all passed away

;
they are all pushed into

disuse by the rapid strides of invention. Then the

shoemaker, like " Dick Whitting," carried his kit from

house to house, making the family boots and shoes

out of the leather furnished by the family. The vil-

lage shoemaker and tanner, for several years succeed-

ing the Revolution, was " 'Squire David Seeley."

Seeley bought an old house standing on the present

site of the home of David Plumb. He bought the

property at auction, it being confiscated from David

Peet, who was a Tory in the war. The vats where

the " 'Squire" tanned the hides were by the roadside

at Mishea Hill Brook. 'Squire Seeley was the first

man in the village who took a newspaper, and at his

house the neighbors were accustomed to assemble to

hear the news.

The first saw-mill in the locality stood near the dam
of what has since been known as Old Saw-Mill Pond.

It was built and owned by Daniel Fairchild, who was

an early settler in the village.

The village chairmaker was John Beardsley. His

shop stood near his house, in the field opposite the

house of Mrs. Shelton Nichols. His son James, in

later years, for some time carried on quite an exten-

sive business at the trade in his shop, which stood

below his house, opposite the residence of David

Nichols, Esq. Here he employed several workmen,

besides apprentices
;
among the latter were Hull and

Eliel, sons of Andrew Curtis. James Beardsley after-

wards went to Newark, N. J., with Eli Edwards, and

established the first saddle-tree factory in that city.
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Sixty years ago tlio niiiiiuf'acturiiif? of (;oTril)S was

quite an industry in the villajije.

The .saddle-tree lousiness, Wki: tlie rruuriinotii oak,

had a small origin. Eben Fairehild, a son of Lewis,

was born Nov. 10, 1784. He learned the cabinet-

maker's trade, and was a very ingenious man. While

living at Mishea Hill he took an old saddle to pieces

and set himself at work making another like it; suc-

ceeding in this, he made a dozen and carried them

"across lots on his back" to his brother Eli, who was

a blacksmith living in Isinglass, and they together

" ironed" them. Then, in spite of the jeers of his

neighbors, who called them " devil-trees," he went

with them by stage to New York, where he found a

ready market. He returned home with his money,

and, making more, disposed of them in the same

manner.

Later, he took Isaiah Feet—Mr. Peet, as every one

called him—into partnership with him. They built

a shop opposite the house of Sidney Nichols, Esq.

Still later they changed the firm-name to that of Fair-

child, Peet & Co. F. P. Ambler, of Danbury, then

a young man and a ])ractical tree-maker, came into

the firm at that time. In the year 1844, F. P. Ambler
bought out the business, and with his three sons car-

ried on the business under the name of F. P. Ambler
& Sous. From this time until the end of the war the

business constantly increased. The firm built the

l^resent extensive factories, introduced steam-power,

and have sent their goods all over the world. During
the Franco-Prussian war they filled large orders for

the French government. Have made large orders

for Peru and other South American states, including

Brazil. In all its dealings the firm was known as one

of the strictest in integrity, honor, and candor. Pre-

vious to the war the chief business of the firm was
with parties in the Southern States, which trade was
entirely destroyed by the war, during which, however,

they took large government contracts, employing
about six hundred men.

With the exception of Charles, the members of the

firm have since died, but the business is still carried

on by Charles Ambler, under the name of F. P. Am-
bler's Son. After leaving the firm of Fairehild, Peet

& Co., Mr. Peet built a shop which stood opposite the
'

residence of Mrs. Margaret M. Smith, and carried on !

the business of manufacturing "stub-joints," but soon

discontinued it. The shop has since been removed
to the corner below, and was converted into a store

by Mr. Carlos Blackman.

Carriage-building has been another of the village

manulaeturing interests. The firm of Nichols, Pock
& Co. for several years carried on a large business in

their extensive factories, and at one time largely sup-

plied the Australian market. The business is at
j

present conducted by David and Carlos Nichols.

Andrew Clark for several years had quite an exten-

sive carriage-manufactory. The buildings wore situ-

ated on a small lot just north of the house of Wm.
51

Beers. Mr. Clark built the residence now owned by

Mrs. G. B. Ambler, and lived there for several years.

The mercantile interests of the village have never

advanced farther than the " wmntry-storc." TJie first

one was kept by Robert Nichols, the father of the

late Prosper Nichols, Esq., and grandfather of Lucius

C. Nichols. The building stood near his liouse, on

what is known as the cross-roarl, on the estate of

I'rosper Nichols.

For many years Ira Nichols, Esq., son of Robert,

stood behind his counter and sold goods in a store

which was attached to the east end of the brick car-

riage-factory of Nichols, Peck <fe Co.

A store has been kept for some forty years on the

same stand by Oliver E. Plumb, Esq. This and the

one kept by Henry B. Curtis, Esq., are the only ones

in the village at the present time.

In the fall of 1865 the old shop which Mr. Peet

erected for a stub-joint factory was purchase^l and

moved to the corner above Trinity church by Carlos

Blackman, Esq. In October of that year a store wa.s

opened in this building by Messrs. Sanuiel A. Patter-

son and Carlos Blackman, under the name of Black-

man & Patterson. The firm did a large business for

two years, when they sold out to Messrs. A. B. Fair-

child and H. B. Curtis, who transacted business under

the firm-name of Fairehild & Curtis. About a year

after, Mr. Fairehild sold out to Mr. Curtis, who con-

tinued business at the old stand until the fall of 1870,

at which time Mr. Blackman sold the premises to

William H. Payne, who remodeled the building to its

present condition and continued the business for

about five years, when he moved to Bridgejjort, having

exchanged the property with the late Monson Evitts.

At this time Mr. Henry B. Curtis returned from the

store of Mrs. Shelton Nichols, whither he moved at

the transfer to Mr. Payne, and has since continued to

transact business at the old stand.

PARLOR ROCK.

Up the Housatonic Railroad about eight miles

from Bridgeport, between the old towns of Long
Hill and Stepney, this spot of beauty lies embowered
between verdant woodland hills. Through it runs a

lovely streamlet, winding, now falling over the steep

stone walls of the dam, aiul soon after recovering

from the foam and eddy and whirl spn^ading out into

its former glossy smoothness, and then psissing under

a suspension-bridge and down a wild, rocky, jirocipi-

tous gorge, rumbling and roaring and passing olf out

of sight, a foamy, heaving eurront, into a wild copse

far below. Down at the foot of this second cataract

rises the steep, bold, overhanging masis of solid rock

at the base of which, close by the boiling, rocky-

bedded current of the streamlet, lies a large, oblong,

flat surface of rock, which is Parlor Rock, and a niore

romantic, picturesque, cool, and lovely sylvan rotroat

it would be ditHcult to uanu^ in Connecticut. This is

but a fraction of the attractions. The grove llanks
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the stream and its cascades, and is a shady bower

thickly studded with tall hemlocks, shady and pic-

turesque. In the grove are croquet-grounds, swings,

etc. On the mossy brink of the stream lie fancy boats

awaiting the pleasure of whoever would row about, a

means of access to many a rural retreat and pretty

bower.

Wander where you will, nature has many charm-

ing secrets and romantic situations to disclose. Huge
bowlders, venerable, lichen-covered, and gray, stand

like aged guardians, grim and massive, at many a

point along the jjaths. It was three years ago that

the Housatonic Railroad Company purchased this

pretty spot and converted it to its present use, since

which time it has been constantly improved, and
many thousands of i^eople of Fairfield and Litchfield

Counties have spent some day there fraught with

pleasure and enjoyment. The Berkshire region in

the old Bay State, which it penetrates, well deserves

the name it has been given of " The Switzerland of

America." The landscapes are exceedingly beautiful,

and the eye is constantly surprised and delighted with

ever-varying romantic and picturesque views, scenes

which have enlisted the muse of a Bryant and in-

spired the pen of many a writer.

MILITARY RECORD, 1861-65.

THIRD REGIMENT.

Company D.

Downs, Vi^illiam, enl. May 11, 1861, disch. Aug. 12, 18C1.

FIRST REGIMENT CAVALRY.

Company D.

Brinsmade, Frank D., musician ; enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; re-eul. Dec. 17, 1863
;

pro. to first lieutenant, Jan. 29, 1865 ; disch.

Bigelovv, Benjamin, enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; disch. Oct. 16, 1862.

Hawkins, Charles H., enl. Nov. 14, 1861 ; disch. Nov. 10, 1862.

Tilford, Homer F., enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; disch. Nov. 7, 1862.

Wheeler, James, enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 17, 1863 ;
pro. to captain

;

must, out Aug. 2, 1863.

Whittlesey, Horace T., enl. Nov. 2, 1861 ; disch. Jan. 13, 1863.

Tyrrall, Zaral J., enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out June 3, 1865.

Whittlesey, James T., enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; disch. Nov. 3, 1862.

Company G.

Baymond, Frank, enl. Aug. 11, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Unossigned.

Bennett, James, enl. June 29, 1864 ; not taken up on rolls.

Carrs, John, enl. Aug. 10, 1864; nut tjikeu up on rolls.

Duffy, Pat., enl. Aug. 10, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

Francis, James, enl. Aug. 10, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

Henry, Patrick, enl. Aug. 10, 18G4; not taken up on rolls,

liourmer, Samuel, enl. Jan. 1, 1864 ; not taken up on rolls.

SECOND LIGHT BATTERY.

Terrill, George W., enl. Aug. 13, 1862 ; must, out Aug. 8, 1865.

Walker, David S., enl. Aug. 6, 1862; must, out Aug. 8, 1865.

Whittlesey, Charles E., enl. Dec. 11, 1863 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

Whittlesey, Horace T., enl. Dec. 11, 1863 ; must, out Aug. 9, 1865.

FIRST REGIMENT ARTILLERY.

Company O.

Neumann, Moritz, enl. Dec. 27, 1864; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

Company S.

Beach, David B., enl. Nov. 28, 1863 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

Gerald, Edward, enl. Jan. 14, 1864; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

Company HI.

i Bevaur, John C. B., enl. Feb. 4, 1862 ; disch. for disability May 4, 1864.
'< Peck, James L., enl. Feb. 25, 1862 ; disch. Feb. 25, 1865, at expiration of

term.

Peck, William \V., enl. Feb. 4, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864; must, out Sept.

25, 1865.

Tarney, James E., enl. March 4, 1862 ; died March 24, 1862.

Unassigned.

Lanegan, Thomas, enl. Aug. 12, 1864 ; not taken up on rolls.

SECOND REGIMENT ARTILLERY.
Company A.

Bennett, Horatio N., enl. Jan. 2, 1864 ; killed in action Sept. 19, 1864.

Dayton, Edson S., enl. Jan. 2, 1864; disch. for disability Feb. 27, 1866.

Evefitt, George, enl. Jan. 2, 1864; killed in action June 1, 1864.

Meeker, Benjamin, enl. Jan. 2, 1864; killed in action June 1, 1864.

Prindle, James M., enl. Jan 2, 1864 ; wounded June 1, 1864 ; disch. Aug.

18, 1865.

Company H,

Tilford, Homer F., enl. Jan. 2, 1864; killed in action June 1, 1864.

Company M.
Flinn, James, enl. Feb. 9, 1864.

Hyland, Patrick, enl. Feb. 9, 1864.

Holland, George, enl. Feb. 12, 1864.

Rouke, William, enl. Feb. 9, 1864.

FIFTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.
Company A.

Curtiss, Henry B., enl. July 22, 1861 ; disch. July 22, 1864, at expiration

of term.

Wells, George W., enl. July 22, 1861 ; disch. for disability Oct. 30, 1862.

SIXTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.
Company I).

Dies, George, enl. Nov. 15, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

Company F.

Maxey, Thomas, enl. Feb. 13, 1864; must, out June 26, 1865.

Company G.

Keenan, Daniel, enl. Dec. 5, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

Company I.

Abbott, Alphonso, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864, at expiration

of term.

Abbott, Gustavus A., enl. Sept. 5, 1 861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864, at expiration

of term.

Abbott, Woolsey, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; died Nov. 29, 1863.

Downs, William H., enl. Sept. 5, 1861; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863; must, out

Aug. 21, 1865.

Hubbell, George M., enl. Sept. 5, 1861; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; must, out

Aug. 21, 1865.

Hubbell, Thomas, enl. Sept. 5, 1861.

Merritt, George L., enl. Sept. 5, 1862 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864, at expiration

of term.

Peet, George B., enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; died Aug. 16, 1863.

Peet, Joseph A., enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 11, 1864, at expiration of

term.

Job, Luther, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; disch. Sept. 6, 1864, at expiration of term.

SEVENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.
Company D.

Graws, Edwin, enl. Nov. 10, 1804 ; must, out July 20, 1865.

EIGHTH REGIMENT.
Company E.

Carroll, John, enl. Aug. 19, 1864.

Company G.

Graham, Philip D., enl. Nov. 18, 1864.

Company K,

Doyle, John, enl. Nov. 18, 1864.

NINTH REGIMENT.
Company F.

Burns, Thomas, enl. July 11, 1864; not taken up on rolls after consolida-

tion, Oct. 31, 1864.

Carney, Thomas, enl, July 11, 1864 ; not taken up on rolls after consoli-

dation, Oct. 31, 1864.
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Davis, Thomas, enl. July 6, 1864; not taken up on rolls after consolida-

tion, Oct. :n, 1864.

Denncy, .John, enl. .Inly U, 1H04; nut taken iiji on rollH aftiii- coiiwiliila-

tion, Oct. 1801.

Davis, Fi-anklin T., onl. July i:i, 18C4; not taken up on rolln after cuii-

soliJation, Oct. 31, 18G4.

Kane, Daniel, enl. July 11, 18()4 ; not taken up on i-oUh after conHolida-

tion, Oct. 31, 1804.

McGuire, Frank, enl. July 11, 18G4 ; not taken np on rolls after oonHolida-

tion, Oct. 31, 18G4.

Murray, .lames, enl. July 11, 1804; not taken up on rolls after consoli-

dation, Oct. 31, 1864.

McCauley, John, enl. July 11, 1804 ; not taken up on rolls after consoli-

dation, Oct. 31, 1864.

Morrit, James, enl. July 13, 1864 ; trans, to Company 0 ; must, out Aug.

.3, 1865.

Williams, George F., enl. July 13, 1804; not taken up on rolls after con-

solidation, Oct. 31, 1804.

TENTH REGIMENT.
CornjHiHij A.

Brady, James, enl. Nov. 23, 1864.

ConqHmij B.

Jones, Samuel, enl. Dec. 13, 1804.

Company F.

<3reen, William, enl. Dec. 10, 1804.

Mitcliell, Jolin, enl. Dec. 9, 1804.

Compawj G.

Parker, John, enl. Nov. 14, 1804.

Vompmnj I.

Lewis, Frederick, enl. Nov. 18, 1804.

ELEVENTH REGIMENT.
Company C.

Bowman, Charles, enl. Nov. 26, 1864.

Company D.

Firny, ,Iohn, enl. Dec. 9, 1864; must, out Dec. 21, 1865.

Company H.

Burns, Patrick, eid. Dec. 24, 1864.

Company K.

Alaberto, Giispero, enl. Nov. 15, 1864.

Puri, Antonio, enl. Nov. 15, 1804; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

Biley, Peter, enl. Dec. 19, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 25, 1865.

Smith, Robert, enl. Nov. 21, 1864.

Sheham, James, enl. Nov. 23, 1804 ; must, out Dec. 21, 1865.

TWELFTH REGIMENT.
Company I,

Beech, David R., enl. Dec. 28, 1801 ; disch. for disability April 5, 1802.

Sackett, Ambros S., enl. Dec. 27, 1801 ; died .lune 20, 1802.

Sackett, Marvin H., enl. Jan. 15, 1862; re-eul. Jan. 22, 1864; must, out

.\ug. 12, 1865.

FOURTEENTH REGIMENT.
Company A,

Burr, Henry B., enl. Aug. 16, 1863 ; trans, to Vet. Res. Corps, May 2, 1SG4.

Norton, William H., enl. Aug. 4, 1862 ; killed Sept. 17, 1862.

Sherman, Silas G., onl. July 24, 1862 ; must, out May 31, 1865.

Walklee, Samuel B., enl. July 24, 1862 ; trans, to Vet. Res. Corps, March

31, 1864 ; must, out July 24, 1865.

Company D,

Rector, Augustus, enl. Sept. 9, 1863 ; trans, to Second Heavy Artillery,

May 31, 1865.

Company E.

Cooper, Thomas, enl. Sept. 11, 1863.

Company G.

Davis, William, enl. Sept. 10, 1863; died Nov. 11, 1863.

Lawrence, Charles, enl. Sept. 9, 18(i3
; must, out May 29, 1865.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company D.

Burton, Franklin P., enl. Aug. 5, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1SG5.

Marshall, Barney, enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must, out July 19, 1805.

M'hittlesey, Samuel F., enl. Aug. 8, 1802; must, out July 10, 1865.

Company E.

Stratton, Charles S., musician ; onl. Aug. 4, 1H02 ; »in«t. out.fuly 19, 18C.'<.

Turney, Charles R., musician; enl. Aug. 1802; dlwjh, for dioabllity

Juno 7, 18li4.

Turney, Rice, enl. Aug. 6, 1802; diwdi. Dec. 10, 1863.

Company G,

Fulford, John, enl. Aug. 20, 1802; disch. for disability Do<;. 13, 1862.

TWENTIETH REGIMENT.

iJnamf'ffntid.

Murry, Jolui, enl. Aug. 5, 1864.

TWBNTY-TillUD REGIMENT.

(Jompavy iJ.

Plumb, Charles E., sei iind lii-uteiiiuit ; enl. Aug. 2.5, 1802; dii«;h. Aug.31,

1803.

Tait, William, corporal ; enl. Aug. 25, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Booth, .Samuel L., corporal ; onl. Aug. 30, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 18C3.

Coaii, Henry F., coi-poral ; enl. Aug. 18, 1802; diBi;h, Aug. 31, 18C3.

Porter, George It., musician ; enl. Aug. 30, 1802; killed June 23, 1803.

Burr, Eiastus, enl. Aug. 18, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Burton, llollin S., enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; died June 30, 18(3.

Booth, William G., enl. Aug. 30, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Botsford, Henry H., enl. Aug. 29, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Coan, Martin A., enl. Aug. 31, 18(i2 ; ilisch. Aug. 31, 180.3.

Colwell, Warren, enl. Aug. 25, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 186.3.

Hall, George A., enl. Aug. 30, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Hall, Rufus W , enl. Aug. 30, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Hawley, George L., enl. Aug. 30, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 18C3.

Kennedy, Charles, enl. Aug. 23, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Nichols, Plumb 1!., enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Nichols, Austin S., en). Aug. .30, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Nichols, Daniel M., enl. Aug. 25, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Whittlesey, Charles B., eul. Sept. 3, 1862; discli. Aug. 31, 1863.

TWENTY-NINTH REGIMENT (COLOEEB).

Company I.

Nichols, Aaron, enl. Jan. 4, 1864; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Nichols, Michael, enl. Jan. 4, 1864 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1805.

Parker, Henry, enl. Dec. 31, 1863 ; killed Sept. 1, 1864.

Stevenson, John, enl. Aug. 31, 1813; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

VnaatsUjncil.

Taylor, Andrew, enl. Jan. 1, 1864.

THIRTIETH REGIMENT (COLORED).

Company B.

Bell, Edward, enl. Feb. 17, 1864.

Company C.

Thompson, .lames, enl. Feb. 11, 1864.

Company F.

Freelan, James, enl. Feb. 17, 18C4 ; must, out Nov. 7, 1803.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

THK FAIKCIIILP FAMILY.

In England the name of Fairohild is of ancient ori-

gin. On the family crest there are three crescents,

which signify three in-isonei-s taken in the Holy Land,

and three hirds, martlets, indicating three pilgrimages

to the Holy Land hy some one by tlie name of Fair-

child, or Fairbairn. as it is in Scotland, whence the

family is said origin:illy to have passed into Eng-
land. The ])ilgriin:iges ;(nd captives, of conrse, refex

back to the Crusaders.

Thomas Fairchild. the tii'st of the name iu tliis
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country, came from England and settled in Strat-

ford, Fairfield Co., the year 1639. Was a representa-

tive man of his day ; is said by Barber and by Hollis-

ter to have been the first magistrate in the town.

Joseph Fairchild, the eldest son of Thomas Fair-

child by his second wife, was born 1664 and died

1713. He was a farmer, owned lands in Stratford

and in the town of Durham ; he married Johanna,

daughter of Deacon Timothy Wilcoxson. His son,

Timothy Fairchild, was born in Stratford, 1687. He
married Sarah Humphrey, Nov. 15, 1715.

Daniel Fairchild was the son of Timothy Fairchild,

born in Stratford, 1720. He married Hepzibah Lewis.

They had a family of nine children. He was a man
of more than ordinary education, being for many
years a teacher. He was assistant commissary dur-

ing the Revolutionary war, also held various other

offices of trust and responsibility. Daniel Fair-

child's second son was Lewis Fairchild, first, born

March 14, 1746, in what was then called North Strat-

ford, now Trumbull (Nichols' Farms) ; married Mary
Ufibrd ; was a farmer, and took an active part during

the Revolutionary war. He died in 1817. Col. Lewis

Fairchild, son of Lewis Fairchild, was the eldest of

a family of six. He was born July, 1774 ; married

Martha Nichols, daughter of Andrew Nichols. After

this union were born the following : Bryant (de-

ceased), Betsey (deceased), Daniel, Plumb N., Le

Grand (deceased), Sarah A., Celina A., Julia A. (de-

ceased). He was a farmer by occupation. During

the year 1826 he entered into the business of manu-

facturing paper with his brothers, Reuben and Eben.

They built the mill and were in partnership some ten

years, when he retired from the business of paper-

making, and was succeeded by his sons, Daniel and

Plumb N. Mr. Fairchild died in 1850, aged seventy-

six years.

Daniel Fairchild, son of Col. Lewis Fairchild, was

born in Trumbull, Dec. 20, 1807. He remained on

the farm until he was twenty, when he entered the

paper-mill of his father, and in 1836 he entered

the firm of Lewis Fairchild & Bros., which was

changed to E. Fairchild & Co., and the firm contin-

ued under that title until 1847, when he and his

brother Plumb N. bought out the remaining members

of the firm, and it was then known as D. & P. N.

Fairchild. Since 1861, Horace L., son of Daniel, has

been identified with the firm, which is now known as

D. & P. N. Fairchild & Co. This firm is one of the

oldest in the county. It is extensively known for

honorable dealings with all, and enterprise in carry-

ing on business.

In politics Daniel Fairchild is a Republican. He
has represented his town in the State Legislature,

and has held the office of selectman and other town

offices. He married Ann Eliza, daughter of Horace

Hungerford, Sept. 11, 1833. They have had four

children, three of whom are living.

Plumb Nichols Fairchild, son of Col. Lewis Fair-

child, was born in Trumbull, Nov. 12, 1809. He re-

mained on the farm until he was eighteen, during

which time he acquired a common-school education.

At eighteen he became interested in the paper busi-

ness, and in 1836 was admitted to the firm, who, to-

i
gether with his brother Daniel, succeeded their father

i in the business. Mr. Fairchild still retains an in-

terest in the business, but has retired from the active

duties of the manufacturing, and devotes his time in

part to his farm. He also holds the position of direc-

tor of the Bridgeport National Bank, where he- has

been identified for twelve years. In politics he is a

Republican, has been a member of the State Legisla-

ture, magistrate of the town, etc. He married, May,
1856, Jennett H., daughter of Charles U. Lewis, of

i Bridgeport.
' BEEN FAIRCHILD.

i

Eben Fairchild was the youngest son of Lewis

Fairchild, of Trumbull, Conn., and was born Novem-
ber, 1784, and died Sept. 13, 1865, aged eighty years,

nine months, and seven days. He only had the ad-

vantages of a common-school education, and was

then apprenticed to a cabinet firm in Danbury, Conn.,

to leai-n that trade, but on account of ill health did

not continue long, but returned to Trumbull and

joined his brother Reuben in the manufacture of sad-

dle-trees, at the village of Nichols' Farms. The busi-

ness was very successful. The principal markets were

New York, Philadelphia, Hartford, and Bridgeport.

j

May 30, 1817, they purchased the store and dock

I

l^roperty at or near the foot of Wall Street, in the

then borough of Bridgeport, and opened a store and

ran in connection therewith packets to New York,

Boston, and other places, doing a coasting business.

At the commencement of the store business Eben
moved to Bridgejiort and had charge of the store and

business there. Reuben continued in charge of the

business at Nichols' Farms.

About the year 1818 they commenced the manu-
facturing of saddles in Bridgeport, taking Hanford

Lyon and Lemuel Coleman into the firm, under the

firm-name of Fairchild, Lyon & Co., with a branch

house at Charleston, S. C.

This firm continued the business about nine years,

when the Fairchilds (on account of being extensively

engaged in other manufacturing enterprises) with-

drew from the firm.

About the year 1826 they turned their attention to

the manufacture of paper at Trumbull, associating

their brother Lewis with them, under the firm-name

of L. Fairchild & Bros. Eben then returned to

Trumbull and lived near the paper-mill, and contin-

ued in the business about twenty years, or until 1847,

when he disposed of his interest to his nephews, D.

and P. N. Fairchild, who are still connected with the

business. Eben married Betsey A. Nichols; they had

no children. He moved to Bridgeport in 1847, pur-

chasing the property corner of Main and Franklin

Streets, where he lived a retired life until his death.
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REUBEN FAIRCHILD.

Reuben Fairchild was the second son of Lewis

Faircliild, of Trumbull, and brother of Lewis and

Eben. He was born in 1782 and died Oct. 4, 1855,

aged seventy-three years. His education was limited

to the advantages of a common school. When a

young man he was apprenticed to a cabinet firm and

learned that trade, and soon after commenced the

manufacture of saddle-trees, at Nichols' Farms, Trum-
bull, Conn., where he resided during his life. The
business was very prosperous, and, taking his brother

Eben in company with him, under the firm-name of

R. & E. Fairchild, they soon had a very large busi-

ness, with a demand for all they could produce. Tliey

continued in the business together until 1817, when
Eben moved to Bridgeport and took charge of the

business there.

Reuben became interested in the paper-manufac-

turing with his brothers, Lewis and Eben, in 1826,

and continued with them for several years.

About the year 1836, Reuben commenced the man-
ufacture of carriages, at what was then known as the

stone factory, in Bridgeport, Conn., associating with

him Messrs. Haight, Hurd, and Keeler, under the

firm-name of Haight, Fairchild & Co. They contin-

ued until 1840, when Reuben withdrew from the busi-

ness. From that time until his death he made farm-

ing his chief occupation. He married Anna Hawley.
Of this union were born the following children,—viz.,

Caroline, Elizabeth, Mary Ann, Starr (deceased),

Lewis (deceased), and Charles N.

Charles Nichols Fairchild was born in Trumbull,

Oct. 27, 1818. He was educated at the Nichols'

Farms district school. He learned the trade of car-

riage-manufacturing in Bridgeport, and afterwards

engaged in the manufacture at Nichols' Farms, but

soon withdrew, and has since followed the occupation

of a practical farmer. He has held many important

town offices and represented the town in the State

Legislature. In politics he is a Democrat. He mar-
ried for his first wife Louisa Beach, daughter of Al-

fred Beach, of Trumbull Centre. Of this union they

had two sons, Henry Charles and Alfred Beach,

who are living and doing business in the city of

Bridgeport, Conn. Aug. 13, 1845, Mrs. Charles Fair-

child died, aged twenty-four years. He was then
married to Mary B., daughter of S. O. Banks, of

Easton, Conn. They have two children, Laura
Frances and Erwin Starr, who are now living at

Nichols' Farms.

LE GRAND GREGORY BEERS.

Le Grand Gregory Beers was born in Long Hill, in

the town of Trumbull, Dec. 12, 1819, and traces back
his paternal ancestry nearly four hundred years. His
lineal ancestor first in America was Anthony Beers,

who came from England in 1()35 and settled in Water-
town, Mass., and subscciuently removed to Roxhury,
Mass., and later to Fairfield. Conn. Barnabas Beers, son

of Anthony, was born in Roxbury, Ma.s8., in IdLH, and
while a boy removed with his fatljcr to Fairfield,

Conn. Elnatlian Beers, son of Barnaba-s, married

Anna Beach, then living in the part of Stratford

now included in Trumbull, and removed to that place

1

early in the last century. I'cter Beers, .son of El-

I

nathan, and great-griindlatlicr of the Hubj(;(;t of this

sketch, was born in Trunihuil, as was also iiis grand-

father James Beers, and liis father Pliiio Beers. His

mother, Charita Gregory,, was daugiiter of Daniel

Gregory, a substantial farmer formerly residing in

Trumbull.

Mr. Beers was educated at the district school in

Long Hill, the Easton Academy, and B(;ardsley's

select school in Monroe, Conn. During his whole

life, with the excejition of one year, he has lived on
his ancestral homestead in Trumbull. He was bred

a farmer and has mostly followed that occupation, but

was engaged in teaching a portion of the time for

some fifteen years.

In 1845 he was married to Hepsa A. Edwards,

daughter of Levi Edwards, for many years a mer-

chant and jjrominent resident of Stepney, in the town
of Monroe. He has three daughters and two sons,

—

Adaline Louisa, who is married to Theodore W. Bcacli,

of Bridgeport, Frances Helena, Sarah Eliza, Rollin

Edwards, and Fred. Louis.

Mr. Beers has during the greater part of his life

been prominently identified with the public affairs of

his town, and has taken an active part in local trans-

actions and controversies and held many public offices.

He was a member of the board of school visitoi-s for

thirty consecutive years, and several years acting

visitor. He has been justice of the peace for twenty-

two consecutive years, and during that time ha.s tried

most of the justice court cases brought in his town.

He has at different times been constable, selectman,

assessor of taxes, registrar of births, marriages, and

deaths, registrar of voters, and auditor of town ac-

counts. He rejiresented his town in the State Legis-

lature in 1861, and the Tenth Senatorial District in

1870. He was appointed county commissioner by
the Legislature in the spring session of 1876. and held

the office three years. He has been intrusted with tiie

settlement of many estates in the capacity of adminis-

trator, executor, and assignee, and has frequently

performed the duties of ai>]»raiser, distributor, arbi-

trator, and conservator.

Mr. Beers hits for many years taken an active ])art

in politics, and has often been delegate to the ditforout

political conventions of his party, and has several

times presided over the congressional, senatorial, and
Probate conventions. His time is now occupied with

j

attention to his farm, and to such public business ivs

,
is intrusted to him. During his memory Long Hill

j

has grown from a few scattered unpainted houses to

a i)leasant country village, with some fifty neat resi-

dences, with handsome surroundings, two churches,

stores, and several flourishing manutactories.
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MILES BEARDSLEY.

Miles Beardsley, son of Stephen and Catharine

Beardsley, was born on the place where he now
resides in the town of Trumbull, Fairfield Co., Conn.,

Jan. 18, 1810.

Stephen Beardsley, son of David Beardsley, was
born in Trumbull, March 20, 1763; married, March 2,

1791, Catharine Beardsley, who was born March 2,

1770, in the town of Monroe.

They had five sons, four of whom lived to adult

age,—namely, Samuel, Stephen M. Hall, who died at

the age of fourteen years, Sheldon, and Miles, all of

whom are deceased except Miles. He was a carpen-

ter and joiner in early life ; afterwards he became a

farmer. In politics he was a Democrat, and as such

was elected to the Legislature and served there a

number of terms, was a magistrate for a number of

years, and settled several estates.

Mr. and Mrs. Beardsley were members of the Con-
gregational Church, and he was deacon of the same.

He died Feb. 8, 1849, aged eighty-six years, and his

wife died July 22, 1850, aged eighty years.

Miles Beardsley worked on his father's farm until

he was seventeen years of age, when he commenced
life as a merchant at the same place where he is still

doing business.

At the age of twenty-one he opened a public-house,

which he carried on in connection with the store until

the completion of the Housatonic Eailroad, which
materially changed travel. He still owns the old

homestead, with its one hundred acres.

He was postmaster for a long time, succeeding his

father and brother Samuel. He has been a director

of the City National Bank of Bridgeport since its

organization, and was elected to the Legislature in

1848. In politics he is a Democrat.

He is a regular attendant and liberal supporter of

the Congregational Church.

He married Eloisa, daughter of John Nichols, of

Trumbull, Jan. 18, 1832. She was born Nov. 18,

1809, in Trumbull. They have three children,—viz.,

Marriette C, who married James C. Johnson, of

Monroe ; Elliot M. ; and Susan E., who married Mar-
cus O. Wheeler, of Trumbull. Mrs. Beardsley died

Sept. 18, 1867.

The Beardsley family is probably one of the oldest

in the county, some of the name being among the

first colonists, and many of the family have held the

highest positions of honor and trust in the county.

Mr. Beardsley has been very successful in all his busi-

ness relations, is a good neighbor, and a kind friend.

ELLIOT MILES BEARDSLEY.

Elliot Miles Beardsley, son of Miles and Eloisa

Beardsley, was born in Trumbull, Conn., Sept. 26,

1888. He attended the common school until he was

twelve years of age, when he went to a select school,

then to the State Normal school at New Britain, where

he acquired an academic education. Commenced
teaching at seventeen years of age, which he followed

until he was twenty-one, having taught in Savannah,

Ga., one year, since which he has been engaged in

farming, and in rendering assistance in his father's

store.

He married, June 3, 1863, Mary S. Beardsley,.

daughter of Ezra Beardsley. She was born July 16,

1841.

In politics he is a Democrat. He represented his

town in the State Legislature in 1879, and was on the

Committee of Cities and Boroughs. He has been

school inspector for four years of the town of Trum-
bull. He has often been a delegate to town and
county conventions, chairman of the town committee

of the Democratic party for several years past, and
still holds the same position.

His wife is a member of the Episcopal Church, and
he is a regular attendant of the same.

DAVID SHELTON EDWARDS,
MKDICAL DIRECTOR, UNITED STATES NAVY.

The late Surgeon David Shelton Edwards, the sub-

ject of this sketch, sprung from a sturdy English-

American stock which has given many notable men
to this county, was the son of Hezekiah Edwards, of

Trumbull, Conn., and was born at Chestnut Hill,

Trumbull (near Bridgeport), June 22, 1794.

In early life he evinced a taste for the pursuit of

j

knowledge. He graduated at Yale College in 1814

and entered upon the study of medicine, and after

completing the required course and practicing for a

short time in New Haven he solicited for and received

an appointment in the United States navy as sur-

geon's mate (the title of this grade was afterwards

changed to assistant-surgeon), July 30, 1818. His

first service was in the "Alert" (18), but he was soon

transferred to the frigate " Congress" (44), Capt. John

D. Henley, and served in her during a cruise in the

China seas. While the ship was at Manilla that port

was visited by the Asiatic cholera, then to Europeans

a new disease, and the young surgeon gained a vast

amount of knowledge in its treatment, which enabled

him to afterwards benefit his own countrymen when
the dread scourge visited New York in 1832.

In 1822 he was attached to the schooner " Grampus"

(12), this vessel being one of a squadron fitted out

under the command of Com. David D. Porter for the

suppression of piracy in the AVest Indies. In a fight

with the pirates, which took place off the coast of

Cuba, in which five piratical vessels were captured

or destroyed, Dr. Edwards was severely wounded.

He was temporarily attached to the steamer " Fulton"

in 1823, and in September of the same year joined

the " Erie" (18), and went to the Mediterranean. In

1824 he acted as surgeon of the schooner" Nonsach"

(2), and in 1825 was granted a leave of absence,.
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which was tlic first iif'ter seven yeiirs' coiitimious

service.

May 5, 1825, he was appointed to tlie rank of sur-

geon, and in 1826 was ordered to the " Boston" (18),

and in lier made a cruise of nearly four years on the

Brazilian and African stations.

In 1830 he was attached to the rendezvous at New
York, and it was during this time that the Asiatic

cholera made its appearance. In 1832, at the request

of the leading citizens, ho was appointed to take

charge of the cholera hospital at that city, being abso-

lutely the only physician in the country who had

actual experience in the treatment of that disease.

It is not too much to say that the services and skill of

Dr. Edwards were a priceless boon to citizens of New
York and adjoining cities.

In 1834 he was attached to the naval hospital at

Pensacola, Fla., and in 1835 to the "Talmouth" (18),

and afterwards, in 1836, to the " St. Louis" (20), when,

in June, 1837, he became, through the death of Sur-

geon Leonard Osborne, fleet-surgeon of the West In-

dia squadron, and joined the flag-ship " Constella-

tion" (36), Com. Alexander J. Dallas.

In 1839 he was attached to the navy-yard, Wash-
ington, and in 1841 to the steamer " Fulton" (4), em-
ployed at New York on experimental gun service.

In 1843 he was placed on waiting orders for a short

time, and then ordered to the " North Carolina"

(74) ;
waiting orders in 1846, and in 1847 was ordered

to duty with the marine battalion, then under orders

to Mexico, and entered on the most important and
brilliant service of his life, forming, as he did, a

member of that glorious army which Gen. Scott led

to the capture of the City of Mexico.

In 1847 he became the medical director of the

brigade commanded by Gen. Franklin Pierce, and
contracted a friendship with the future President of

the United States which lasted through life.

He participated in the siege and capture of Vera
Cruz, in the engagements of Santa Fe, National

Bridge, Tres Eios, and in August, 1847, at Pueblo, he

was appointed medical director of the division of Gen.

Quitman, ten thousand strong, en route for the City

of Mexico. He participated in the battles of Con-
treras, Chapultepec, and the City of Mexico. He
was in charge of the general hospital of San Agos-
tino, and acted as inspector of the sick and wounded
previous to their return to the United States.

In 1848 he was stationed at the marine rendezvous.

New York, and in 1849-50 served as fleet-surgeon of

the West India squadron on board the " Raritan,"

Com. Foxhall A. Parker, Sr. From 1851 to 1854 he
was employed on duty at the rendezvous, New York,
and from 1854 to 1857 he was attached to the navy-

yard, Washington.

In 1857 he joined the steam-frigate " Merrimac"

(40), commanded by Com. Long, as fleet-surgeon of the

Pacific squadron. While in Valparaiso he was taken
ill with a disease which undoubtedly shortened his life.

During his illn(ws lie was several times at the point

of death, and he was sent back to the United KtateH

as an invalid, and we find hiin in ]8(;0 on leave of

absence.

During the great Ilebellion, \)v. Jviwards, tiiougli

sixty-seven years of age and technically retired in

consequence of his age and long years of service for

his country, yet served from 1801 to 1864 aH surgeon

of the naval rendezvous at New Bedford, Miiss., from

whence went hundreds of noble nic-n to fight the bat-

tles of the country under Firrragut, Porter, and others.

In 1865 we find him on active duty on the " Rhode
Island," at Mobile.

In 1869 he was president of the Board of Medical

Examiners and member of the Naval Retiring Board,

and continued on that board until the sjiring of 1K73,

when by law all retired ofiicers were excluded from

active duty except in time of war. On the 3d of

March, 1871, he had attained the relative rank of

commodore on the retired list, after a total service of

fifty-four years and five months.

On March 18, 1874, he died at his residence. Chest-

nut Hill, town of Trumbull.

Dr. Edwards, to speak briefly, wa.s one of the most

distinguished medical oflScers the United States navy
ever bore on its rolls, and his record was an unexcep-

tionably noble one,—a long career of faithful service

to his country and to humanity. Whether in the rush

and din of battle or in the deadly quiet of the chol-

era hospital, he evinced at all times courage in action

and skill and devotion to duty. In private life his

career was no less honorable, pure, and blameless ; in

his daily walks charitable beyond mea-sure, devoted

to his friends and beloved by all; simple-hearted and
devoted to his religions faith, a long career of use-

ftilness was finally ended by a Christian man's death.

Dr. Edwards was descended from a race of extraordi-

nary longevity. His father lived to the age of ninety-

four, and his grandfather, David Edwards, to the age

of ninety-six, while his mother was ninoty-two when
she died, and her father was ninety-six.

The Edwards family traces its descent from Rhoerick

the Great, King of Wales, and the family arms are

gules a chevron between three roses argent. Crest,

lion's head raised ermines between two palm-branches

proper, with this motto, in Welsh :
" Hob. dduw.

Heb. ddim. duw adign," or, in English, " Everything

with God, nothing without God.'"

* .JOHN K. SUMMERS.

But very little is known of the early history of this

family of Summers. They are undoubtedly of Eng-
lish origin, and settled somewhere in the New Eng-
land States at a very early day.

John E. Summers is the son of Anson Summers
and Abbv G. Smith, and grandson of Capt. Elijah

Summer's, who was engaged for a number of years as

captain of a vessel running between Black Rock ami
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Boston, and who died at the age of twenty-nine. He
was born in Bridgeport, Conn., Sept. 4, 1827. His

father was a small farmer, and often worked ont by

the day. His father died in 1836, at the early age of

thirty-eight, leaving a wife, who still survives him, and

three sons, Elijah F., John E., and George M.
John E. was early thrown on his own resources.

He remained at home on the farm until he was sev-

enteen years of age, when he began to learn the boot

and shoe trade, which he followed till he was twenty-

one. In March, 1849, he went to California by the

way of Cape Horn, and remained some three years
;

while there he was successfully engaged in mining.

In 1853 he returned home, and was engaged for the

following twelve years in tlie manufacture of paper

with Messrs D. & P. N. Fairchild and D. B. Hinman.
During this time he bought a farm, which he sold in

due time, and purchased in 1866 his present beautiful

farm-house, which he has greatly improved since he

owned it. It contains some one hundred acres of

choice land, which is in good state of cultivation. In

politics he has been a life-long Democrat.

He married Henrietta, daughter of Elisha Neal, of

Woodbridge, Conn., Feb. 12, 1857. They have two

daughters,—viz., Ida G. and Bertha.

ANDREW TAIT.

THE GOLDEN WEDDING IN TRUBIBULL.

The green fields, smiling meadows, waving woods,

and good people of Old Trumbull have experienced

a genuine sensation, and one the memory of which

will linger long with those who immediately partici-

pated in its scenes. On Friday, the 14th of June,

1872, occurred the golden wedding of Mr. and Mrs.

Andrew Tait, at Tait's Mills, about three-quarters of

a mile above Trumbull church. A full carload of

friends and relatives left Bridgeport by the 10.15 A.M.

train on the Housatonic road, and, by the kindness

of the conductor, were put off at the mills instead of

at Trumbull church, thereby saving a considerable

distance. From the railroad to the family mansion

was a romantic walk through a beautiful wood, over

the picturesque rustic bridge which spans the Pe-

quonnock River below the dam, past the mill, and up

a gentle declivity. The Tait mansion, built on the

good old plan of " more for comfort than for show,"

is a model of a commodious and pleasant Connecticut

homestead, and stands on an elevated knoll sur-

rounded by the broad acres of a fine farm, with an

ample yard in front, shaded by beautiful and wide-

spreading maples. Here the Bridgeport delegation

found a large number of friends and relative-; already

arrived, and here they greeted Mr Andrew Tait and

his wife, who had on this day completed the full half-

century of wedded happiness.

Mr. Tait was born in Scotland, six miles south of

Edinburgh, Jan. 27, 1799, was a paper-maker by trade,

and served his full time as an apprentice at that em-

ployment. Thinking to better himself in America, and

having a liking for republican institutions, in August,

1820, he emigrated to America, going to Morris Co.,

N. J., where he worked a year at his trade, going

thence to Hartford, New Haven, and other places, till

finally, in 1827, he came to Trumbull, where he super-

intended the building of the well-known paper-mill

of the Messrs. Fairchild, and where he remained in

the employ of that firm a number of years. While in

the vicinity of Hartford he found himself in situa-

tion to send home to Scotland for his sweetnerrt, who
was Miss Bella Ronaldson, and who crossed th ^ ocean

alone to marry him, making the difficult and tedious

passage in six weeks and four days. Immi diately

after her arriving in this country the then young

couple were married, June 14, 1822. After leaving

the employ of the Messrs. Fairchild, Mr. Tait com-

menced business for himself in a small way, marbling

paper for bookbinders' use, and finally, in 183'J, came

to his present location and commenced th ? building

now known as Tait's Mills, where some of the best

straw-board known to the trade is still manuf ctured

under the supervision of Mr. Andrew Ta t and his

son Mr. William Tait. His business caree^ h is beeu

marked by industry, frugality, and the inte|. rity of an

upright Christian man, and he has been )rospered

even as was Abdel Hassan :

" And his life of peaceful labor,

In its pure and simple ways.

For all loss fourfold returned him,

And a miglity length of days.

" Seventy years of faith and patience .

Gave him Wisdom's mural crown

;

Sons and daughters brought him lienor

With his riches and renown."

Although Mr. Tait was seventy-three a:. I his wife

seventy-two, yet so hale and hearty di I the old

couj^le appear as they received the congratulations of

their numerous descendants that it was no great

stretch of the imagination to exjiect that t ley would

yet keep their diamond wedding in the sa, le family

mansion where they were then receiving ths congrat-

ulations of their children and their children' 5 children,

"even to the third and fourth generation."

The following is the record of Mr. and Mrs. Tait's

immediate family : The oldest child was Nancy, now
Mrs. Plumb Hoyt, of New York ; the next was Wil-

liam Tait, now in the paper-board busines: with his

father at " the mills ;" next, Mary E. (M s. J. M.

Prindle, of Bridgeport)
;
next. Dr. John Ta t, of Mer-

iden. Conn.
;

next, Bella (died in 1851) ; and last,

Fannie, now at home.

In spite of the protestations of Mr. Tait ti he did

not want any presents, a large number o: valuable

and useful articles found their way into he house

and were collected on a table in ojie of th parlors,

making a very handsome display.

His wife died May 22, 1875. Mr. and Mrs. T vit have

been members of the Congregational Churcdi for a

great many years. Mr. Tait is a Rei^ublican ii. politics.
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He has been town clerk for several years, and could

liave held other important offices, but he would not,

preferring the quiet of home to official honors.

WILLIAM TAIT.

William Tait, son of Andrew Tait, and grandson of

Andrew Tait, was born in East Hartford, Conn., on

the 29th of May, 1824. His advantages for an edu-

cation were confined to the common school winters,

and working with his father in the paper-mill during

the summers at marbling paper. This continued until

he was twenty-one years of age, when he worked one

year for seventy-five dollars and board. The summer
he was twenty-two he spent in Iowa, returning in the

fall sick. After his return he began business with his

father marbling paper, which he continued until

1849, when he went to California and there engaged

in mining till 1851, when he returned and went into

business marbling paper with his father, under the

firm-name of A. Tait & Son. This they continued

imtil 1856, when they commenced the manufacture

of straw-board paper which is said to command the

very highest price in the market.

He married Grace Camp, daughter of Isaac Camp
and Elizabeth Clark, May 31, 1848. Their children

are AVilliam F., Isabella R., Andrew (2), and Eliza-

beth C.

In politics he is a Eepublican. He was a soldier in

Company D, Twenty-third Eegiment, Connecticut

Volunteers, under Gen. Banks. He was mustered

out of service Sept. 3, 1864.

Mr. and Mrs. Tait are members of the Congrega-

tional Church.

Their son, William F. Tait, was born Oct. 27, 1852,

in Trumbull. He received an academic education.

He married Mary E. Latten, daughter of Lyman and
Lovisa Latten, June 3, 1875, by whom he has one

daughter, Mary F.

Mr. Tait has been educated in the business followed

by his father and grandfather, and in the year 1875,

upon the retiring of his grandfather, Andrew Tait,

from the business, he became a partner with his

father, under the firm-name of Tait & Son. He is a

Eepublican in politics, and a member of the Congre-

gational Church.

GEORGE DYER, M.D.

The subject of this sketch was born in Windham,
Conn., August, 1802. He was a son of Benjamin
Dyer, a druggist in Windham, and grandson of

Eliphalet Dyer (Y. C, 1740), a member of Congress

from Connecticut! and afterwards chief justice of the

State.

He began the study of medicine with Dr. Chester

Hunt, of Windham, and after taking his degree es-

tabiisiied himself in practice in Greenfield Hill,

Conn., but, not finding a good opening there, re-

moved ul)()ut 1832 to the town of Trumbull, FairfieUl

Co., Conn, where he continued in active practice for

forty years. As a jdiysician he took a higli rank

among the leading physicians in the county, and hi

highly spoken of as a man by his neighbors. He wa«

attacked about five years before his death with soften-

ing of the brain, and gradually failed in mental and

physical strength. JIc was deejdy interested in every-

thing that had for its object tlie iujprovcment of his

community.

He took an interest in local politics, and once rep-

resented the town of Trumbull in the State Legisla-

ture. On the 12th of .Tune, 1866, he married Lucinda

L., daughter of.Philo Booth and Anna Beach.

He died May 8, 1878, leaving his wife, who now,

(1880) survives him. She was born on the farm where

she now resides, Feb. 4, 1 814.

FREDERICK S. STERLING.

Among the early pioneers of this county is to be

found the Sterling family. Verj- little is known of

their early history. The first of whom we have any

knowledge was Sylvanus Sterling, who died Jan. 6,

1781, aged forty years. His wife Ester died July

16, 1811, aged seventy-four years. They had six

children,—^viz., Eunice, Elijah, Philip, Nathaniel,

Gurdon, and Jesse, all of whom were born in the

town of Trumbull.

Elijah Sterling was born in 1766, and died June

16, 1844. His Avife Anna was born in 1767, and died

Sept. 19, 1851. Their children were as follows,—viz.,

Nancy, Sylvanus, Elam, vStarr, Lucetta, Sherwood,

and Betsey Ann.

Elam Sterling was born in the town of Trumbull,

Conn., in 1791, and died July 22, 1861. He married

Susan, daughter of Frederick and Hannah (Edwards)

Hurd, Sept. 6, 1829. They have had three children,

—viz., Frederick 8., Liu'ctta (decea.sed l, and Wash-
ington I. (deceased). Capt. Elam Sterling was for

many years engaged in the coasting business, which

he carried on between Boston and New York and

the intermediate points. Later in life he was a

farmer. He was town clerk of Trumbull for several

years and a member of the Congregational Church.

]\Irs. Sterling was born Dec. 6, 1801, and still

retains very much of the vigor of youth. She too is

a member of the Congregational t^luircli.

Frederick S., son of Elam Sterling, wa.-; born in

Trumbull, Fairfield Co., Conn., Oct. "l2, 1830. His

advantages fof an education were such as the common
schools of his day atlbrded. Ho remained at home
until he was seventeen years of age, when ho began

to learn the coach-making business, which ho fol-

lowed four years, when ho conunonced working on

the Housatonic Eailroad as fireman ; and after nine

months he ran an engine one year on the same road,

then was engaged for a shtn-t time on the Naugatuek
Eailroad, and two years on the New York Oontnil,

running from Albany to Utioa. In 1856 he returned
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home, since which time he has been engaged in
[

farming. On the 27tli of March, 1855, he married

Anna M. Duckels, by whom he has one daughter,

Anna Lucetta. Mrs. Sterling was born in England,

March 5, 1834, and came to America with her parents

in 1836 and settled in New York City. Mr. Ster-

ling is a Democrat in politics, and one of the repre- i

sentative men of his town. He has been assessor,

magistrate, and selectman, besides holding other

minor offices.

THE BRINSMADE FAMILY.

Persons of the Brinsmade name appeared early in i

the Massachusetts colony, one at Charlestown be-
^

tween 1630 and 1640.

John Brinsmade was one of the early settlers of
j

Stratford, Conn., and was elected May 13, 1669, a

representative to the General Court for that town.

He was also elected to the same office October, 1671,

was enrolled among the freemen of Stratford in 1669

as John Brinsmade, elder. Lieut. Daniel Brinsmade

(probable son of John) died March 27, 1757, aged

seventy. Mary, his wife, died 1731, at the age of

thirty-five. They had two sons, Daniel and Abra-

ham. Daniel was born in 1718, graduated at Yale
|

College in 1745, settled as minister over the Congre-

gational piiurcli in Judea Society. He died April

23, 1793. Abraham lived in Stratford, Conn., now
known as Trumbull, and died Nov. 27, 1801.

Daniel married Rhoda Sherman, ofNew Haven, and

had two sons, Daniel Nathaniel and Daniel Sherman.
[

Daniel N. graduated at Yale College in 1772 ; studied

law, lived, and died in his native place, Oct. 29, 1826,

aged seventy-five. He married Abigail Farrand, Nov.

23, 1779, and had one son, Daniel B., born Oct. 15,

1782. Daniel S. married Lydia Elliott, and died

Jan. 31, 1813, aged fifty-eight ; has one son, Daniel E.,

and two daughters. One married John Mosely, of
'

Southbiiry, and the other married C. McMahon.
Daniel B. married Irene Merwin for his first wife, and

had one son. She died May 2, 1812, aged twenty-two
;

married for his second wife Mary W. Gold, of Corn-

wall, and had two sons and two daughters,—viz.,

Thomas F., William B., Abigail Irene, and Mary M.
Abraham Brinsmade, mentioned above, son of Lieut.

Daniel Brinsmade and grandson of John Brins-

made, was born in 1726, and died Nov. 27, 1801, aged

seventy-five ; his wife, Mary , died Jan. 13, 1811,

aged eighty-seven. They had two children, Hannah
and Daniel. Hannah married Daniel Faircliild.

Daniel Brinsmade was born in Trumbull, was a farmer

by occupation, married Mary Beebe, daughter of Rev.

James Beebe, and had seven children,—viz., Abraham,

James B., Daniel, Federal, Abigail, Mary, and Ali,

all of whom are now (1880) dead exce23t Ali.

Daniel Brinsmade was a magistrate for many years,

and a.member of the Congregational Church. He
died at the age of fifty-two, and his wife was nearly

ninety-two when she died.

Ali Brinsmade, son of Daniel and Mary (Beebe)

Brinsmade, was born in the town of Trumbull, Conn.,

Oct. 8, 1793. He has always been a farmer. He
married Miranda, daughter of Philo Nichols, Sept. 3,

1815. Of this union there have been born six chil-

dren,—viz., James D., Catharine S., Cyrus N., Lewis,

Cornelia N., and Eliza J. James D., Cyrus N., and
Lewis reside in Trumbull and ai-e farmers or me-

chanics.

Catharine S. married Samuel L. Booth and resides

in Stratford, Conn. Mr. Booth is dead. Cornelia N.
married Gould Judson and lives in Huntington,.

Conn., and Eliza J. married George N. Beach and

resides in Trumbull.

Ali Brinsmade was a Whig in politics until the or-

ganization of the Republican party, since which time

he has been a Republican. He was a magistrate of

his town for many years, and in 1841 a member of

the State Legislature. Mr. and Mrs. Brinsmade have

been members of the Congregational Church for a

great many years, and he has been deacon of the

same. Mrs. Brinsmade died Oct. 9, 1871, having-

lived with her husband more than fifty-six years.

Deacon Brinsmade is a fine old gentleman, hale

and hearty, and still retains in a wonderful degree all

his faculties. He has living six children, seven grand-

children, and seven great-grandchildren.

CHARLES BEACH.

The Beach family is among the oldest in the county,

and is of English origin. Charles Beach is the son

of Rice E. Beach, and grandson of Ephraim Beach,

and was born in Trumbull, Fairfield Co., Conn., Jan.

7, 1805.

His grandfather, Ephraim Beach, was a native of

Fairfield Co., Conn., married, and had a family of

eight children,—viz., Elijah, Rice E., Abiah, Sybil,

Anna, Ephraim W., Sherman, and Frances, all of

whom settled in Trumbull except Abiah. He was a

farmer, tanner, and currier, and during the struggle

for independence took an active part. He died at

the age of eighty years.

Rice E. Beach was born in 1779 and died in 1860.

He married Betsey, daughter of Philo Booth, and had

six children,—viz., Charles, Johanna, Adelia, Starr,

Miles, and Edward, all of whom are now (1880) dead

excejjt Charles and Edward, who are living in Trum-

bull. He was a farmer and a man universally re-

spected, a representative man in his town.

In politics he was a Jeffersonian Democrat, and

was often elected as a selectman of the town, and was

also a member of the State Legislature.

Charles Beach remained at home until he was

twenty-four years of age, when he married Elizabeth

E., daughter of Samuel Beardsley, of Monroe, Oct.

21, 1829, and located on his own farm.

Mrs. Charles Beach was born Nov. 30, 1810. Their

children are Betsey A. (deceased), Prosper E., Charle.-i
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L. (deceased), Ezra M., William F., Baiiford S. (de-

ceased), John W., Stephen C, and Eiruna E., all of

whom are industrious and good citizeiiw. Tlieir son,

Charles L., was a prominent man in Stratford, where

he held various town offices, was a member of the

Legislature, and a lieutenant of a Bridgei)ort battery.

Mr. and Mrs. Beach are members of the Episcopal

Church at Long Hill. They celebrated their golden

M'edding Oct. 21, 1879, and there were present among
others their six children and seventeen grandchil-

dren. Mr. Beach has only one living brother, Ed-

ward, who has no children.

PLUMB B. GRKGORY.

The subject of this sketch is the son of Samuel

Gregory and grandson of Samuel Gregory, and was

born in Trumbull, Fairfield Co., Conn., Aug. 28, 1796.

His father was a farmer and lived to be seventy-four

years, one month, and eighteen days old, dying .July

6, 1836. His grandfather, Samuel Gregory, died

Nov. 9, 1808, aged eighty-two years, and his gi-and-

mother, Naomi Gregory, died April 10, 1810. Plumb
B. remained at home on his father's farm until he was

married, Nov. 23, 1820, to Mary Ann, daughter of

Ezra Seeley. She was born in the town of Easton,

.Tune 2, 1800. He built the house on the old home-

ifarm, where his son Samuel J. now resides, before he

,.was married, and immediately after his marriage

settled there and continued to live until about 1870,

when he removed to his present place. He was a

good and i)rudent farmer, always enjoying in a

. marked degree the love and confidence of his neigh-

bors. He is one of the good substantial Republicans
'

of his town, and as .such has been selectman of the

town.
I

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory are worthy members of the
!

Baptist Church, and have been for a great many
years. Their children are Mary E., who married a

j

James Hurd (deceased), and has one son, Ezra W.
i

Hurd, who i-esides near Frankfort, Ky. ; Lorintha
;

(married Lewis Edwards, a farmer in Easton), Glover

P. (is a farmer in Iowa), Ermina (deceased), Virginia

(married Bennett Seeley, a farmer in Easton), Charles

(who resides in California), Samuol J. (who lives on

the old home-farm in Trumbull), and Sylvester (who

is in business in the city of Chicago).

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory have been married nearly

sixty-four year.s. Mrs. Gregory retains in a remark-

able degree the vigor and elasticity of youth, but Mr.

Gregory shows signs of old age and failing health.

.JOSEPH II. WILLIAMS.

The great-grandfather of Joseph H. was named
Elnathan, who was born in 1729 and died Oct. 23,

1815, aged eighty-six. He was a tanner and eui rier by

trade. He had a brother who w a.s imprisone<l by the

British in New York (Jity during the Bevolutionary

war of whom nothing was uf'terwards known.

Elnathan married Hannah , who wjis liorn in

1738 and died June 28, 1818. They had a family of

children, one ofwhom was named Elnathan, who was

born in 1766 and died .July 4, IH')C>. He was a hotel-

keej)er by occupation. He married Abigail Bradley,

daughter of Enos Bradley. His children were David.

Enos B., Peter, and Hanford.

David Williams married Olive Treadwcll. daughter

of Joseph Treadwell, and had a family of children,

—viz., Clara (deceased), Huldah Bradley. .Vbby, Na-

than (deceased), and Joseph H. He wa.s a farmer liy

occupation and a Democrat in politics. He died

Dec. 10, ]8o6, aged seventy-three years, and his

wife, Olive, died Oct. 28, 1854. aged seventy-two

years.

Joseph H. was hnru in Easton, Conn., June 13.

1829. He remained at home on his father's tarm

until he marrieil Electa A., daughter of Hezekiah

Gould, of Weston, Conn., Oct. 20. 1852. They have

two sons, Hezekiah G. and David H.

Mr. Williams owns a good farm of one hundred

iicres, which is in a fine state of cultivation. A view

of his residence may be seen elsewhere in this work.

He is a Democrat in jtolities and a member of the

Methodist Ei)iscopal (^luu ch, of which he is a steward.

]\Irs. Williams is a member ol'tlie Bajitist Church.
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ELBERT E. EDWARDS.

Elbert E. Edwards is a son of Ephraim T. Edwards

and Lucretia Sterling, and grandson of Nehemiah E.

and Abigail Edwards, and was born in the town of

Trumbull, Fairfield Co., Conn., on the farm where he

now resides, which has been in the family for four

generations, Oct. 22, 1819.

His grandfather, Nehemiah R. Edwards, was a

lineal descendant of John Edwards, who was a native

of Scotland and came to America and settled, proba-

bly in Stratford, Conn., at a very early day. He was

born in Trumbull, Conn., on the 24th of February,

1771, and died Sept. 27, 1851. He was a shoemaker

by trade, and later in life became a farmer. He mar-

ried Abigail Edwards, and to them was born one son,

Ephraim T. Mrs. Abigail Edwards was born in Trum-
bull, July, 1774, and died March 13, 1821. Their son,

Ephraim T., was born in Trumbull, on the old farm,

April 1, 1797, and died March 19, 1859. He was a

farmer by occupation, and a man who took a deep in-

terest in the political and religious affairs of his town.

He was a Whig in politics, and as such represented his

town in the State Legislature in 1845. On the 26th of

November, 1818, he was married to Lucretia, daughter

of Nathaniel Sterling. She was born Feb. 10, 1797, and

died May 6, 1875. Mr. and Mrs. Ephraim Edwards
were members of the Congregational Church ofTrum-
bull Centre. They had one son, Elbert, who now
owns the old home of one hundred and fifty acres

of good land. Elbert E. Edwards is one of the rep-

resentative farmers of Trumbull. His farm contains

good buildings, well watered, and the trees that shade

the entire front of his farm are among the finest in

the county. On the 26th of April, 1843, he married

Anna A., daughter of Isaiah and Abiah Nichols.

She was born in the town of Trumbull, Feb. 21, 1820.

Their children were as follows : Wilbur S., born June

9, 1849, died May 19, 1868 ; Ermina N., born Sept. 8,

1851 (deceased) ; and (Jrville B., born June 3, 1855,

died Sept. 10, 1868.

Mr. and Mrs. Edwards are members of tlie Congre-

gational Church of Trumbull Centre. He is one of

the most liberal supporters of the same. In politics

he is a staunch Rej^ublican. He has been selectman

of his town three years, and often has been elected a

delegate to town, county, and State conventions.

JOHN C. MALLETT.

The subject of this sketch was of French descent.

His ancestors, John Mallett and Johannah Lyon,

came from Paris, France, and were married soon after

their arrival in the city of Boston, in 1679, and im-

mediately settled in the town of Stratfield, Fairfield

Co., Conn., where he engaged in farming. He had

the following children, who lived to be men and

women grown, married, and had children, the de-

scendants of whom are scattered throughout the

United States: David, John, Lewis, Johanna, and

Peter.

He died Sept. 28, 1745, and his wife died September,

1762, aged one hundred and one years.

David Mallett, eldest child of John Mallett and

Johannah Lyon, was born in Stratfield, Conn., in

1701. Married and had the following children,

—viz., John, Hannah, David, Joseph, and Esther.

Joseph Mallett, son of David Mallett, was born

March 25, 1740. His children were in part as follows

:

Robert, Elijah, Lizza, and several others whose names

are not known.

Robert Mallett, eldest son of Joseph and Jerusha

Mallett, was born June 15, 1778, married Sally Clark,

Dec. 15, 1804, and had the following children,—viz.,

John C, Caroline, Emeline, Catharine, Sally A., and

Cordelia. He was a man of more than ordinary

ability. He died Dec. 18, 1852. His eldest son, John

C. Mallett, was born in the town of Trumbull, Faip-

field Co., Conn., Oct. 5, 1805. John C. received sucli

an education as the common schools of his day af-

forded. He remained home, working on his father's

farm, until he was married to Sally P., daughter of

Philo Nichols, of Trumbull, June 7, 1832, when he

settled on the farm now owned and occupied by

his family, and continued to reside there until his

death, Nov. 13, 1869.

He was one of the best farmers in Trumbull, and a

man universally respected by all who knew him. In

politics he was a life-long Democrat of the Jefferson

school. He held various town offices to the satisfac-

tion of his constituents. He represented his town in

the State Legislature one term. He was a member
of the Episcopal Church of Tashua, and at the time of

his death was a warden of the same. His children are

as follows,—viz., Caroline A., Theodore A., Lorenzo

M., Sarah A. (who married Horace Wheeler, and now
resides in the town of Huntington), and Emeline A.

(who married Austin Hall, a merchant of Newtown).

His daughter Caroline A. lives at home with her

mother and brother, Lorenzo M. Lorenzo M. was

born Nov. 13, 1839, in Trumbull. He owns the old

homestead, a view of which, together with the por-

trait of his honored father above, may be seen in

another part of this work. In politics a Democrat,

and as such has been selectman of Trumbull for the

last three terms.

THEODORE A. MALLETT.

Theodore A. Mallett, son of John C. and Sally P.

Mallett, was born in Trumbull, May 13, 1835. His

advantages for an education were limited to the com-

mon schools of his town, except two years which he

spent in the seminary at Charlotteville. At the age

of eighteen he returned home to help his father on the

farm and in the manufacture of hubs ; this he contin-

ued two years, when he began to butcher beef and sell

the same in Bridgeport. In November, 1859, he pur-

chased his present beautiful place, a view of which can

be seen elsewhere in this work. He followed butchering
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PliDto. b^- W ilson, Bridgeport.

The subject of this notice is of German extrac-

tion, and was born in Bridgewater, Litchfield Co.,

Conn., Aug. 11, 1803. It is related that a great

many years ago a wealthy German by the name of

Coan left Germany in company with two of his sons,

who were small boys. On their way to this country

Mr. Coan was murdered, his body thrown overboard,

and all his money stolen. One of the boys went

South, and nothing has been heard of him or of

any of his descendants ; the other boy lived with a

man on Long Island by the name of Mulford. In

due time he married and had a family of children,

one of whom he named Mulford Coan, which has

since continued to be a family name. Albert S. Coan

is a lineal descendant of the fifth or sixth generation

from the above son named Mulford.

His father, Sylvanus Coan, youngest son of Mul-

ford Coan, was born in Killingsworth, Conn. He
was a cooper and farmer. He married for his second

wife Lucy A. Munger. Of this union four children

were born, two of whom are now (1880) living.

About 1813 he settled in Oswego Co., State of

New York, where he continued to reside until his

death. He was magistrate of his town for several

years, and a prominent member of the Baptist Church.

He died at the age of eighty years. May 27, 1859.

Mulford Coan was born in Killingsworth, Conn., in

1739. Settled in Woodbury when his son Sylvanus

was eighteen years of age. He died April 28, 1821.

Albert S. Coan remained at home until he was ten

years of age, when he was put out to a man by the

name of Mathew Logan, where he continued to reside,

working on the farm, until he was eighteen years of

age. His advantages for an education were very
limited indeed, but by that indomitable energy that

has always characterized him through life he has ob-

tained a good practical education. He continued to

work on the farm until he was twenty years of age,

when he commenced to learn the boot and shoe trade,

which he followed twelve years during the winters,

and working on the farm summers. He then worked
a form on shares for some six years, after which he pur-

chased one in Woodbury, Litchfield Co., Conn., and
remained there until he came to Trumbull, Fairfield

Co., in 1845, when he settled on the farm where he
now resides. He married Sarah Ann Thomas, Dec.

6, 1824. She was born March 19, 1803, and died

May 29, 1839.

Of this union there were the following children,

—viz., William W. (deceased)
;
Henry F. ; Sarah A.

;

and Albert M. (deceased).

He married for his second wife Abby B. Burgess,

Jan. 1, 1840. She was bora May 10, 1809, in

Morris, Litchfield Co., Conn. They have one son,

Wesley B., born March 21, 1842, in Litchfield, Conn.
Mr. and Mrs, A. S. Coan are members of the

Congregational Church of Trumbull Centre. Mr.
Coan has always been a life-long Democrat of the

Jeffersonian school. He has been assessor of his

town, delegate to town and county conventions, and
member of the State Legislature in 1868. His sons

Henry F. and Albert M. were soldiers in Company D,

Twenty-third Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, under

Gen. Banks.



SAMUEL SEELEY.

The first Samuel Seeley that we know of" was

a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and was

killed at the battle of Ridgefield, Conn., during

that memorable struggle. His wife was Sarah

Silliman, and to them were born the following

children,—viz., Jesse, Abijah, Jeremiah, Cath-

erine, Daniel, and Samuel, all born in the town

of Easton, Conn.

Daniel Seeley was born Oct. 14, 1773;

married Ruth Silliman, of Easton, March 31,

1803. Their children were Julia, Eliza, Emily,

Samuel, and Marietta. Daniel was a school-

teacher when a young man, and later in life was

a farmer. In politics a Whig. He was a

magistrate for several years, and during that

time settled several estates. He was a member

of the State Legislature one term. He died

May 14, 1852, and his wife died Feb. 22,

1845. Eliza married Timothy W. Godfrey, of

Wilton. Samuel was born Sept. 2, 181 4 ; married

Josephine, daughter of Timothy W. Gcxlfrev,

May 20, 1856. He was a teacher and farmer.

In politics a Republican. He died Xov. 23,

1874. His children are as follows,—viz..

Ida L., Effie M., Charles B., Mary S., Samuel

G., and Dasie J.

Emily was born Oct. 22, 1807, in Trumbull,

and has always resided on the home farm. To

her is due the credit of inserting this brief

sketeli and the portrait of her honored brother

Samuel. Marietta married Francis Austin, and

resides in Suffield, Miiss.
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until 1874, when he turned his attention to the dairy

business, selling his milk in the city of Bridg(!i)ort.

In 1879 he erected on his farm a most excellent wind-

mill, which not only jiumps all the water needed for

his stock, but also grinds all tlie feed he can use. He
is a Democrat in politics. Mr. and Mrs. Mallett arc

members of the Episcopal Church. Mr. Mallett luis

been twice married, first to Lucy C, daughter of

John Foster, Oct. 6, 1856. Of this union he has one

daughter, Carrie C. His wife died April 13, 1861,

and he married, for his second wife, Sarah E., daugh-

ter of Philo Wooster, March 16, 1864. They have

one son, Robert C, who is at home with his parents.

AARON SHERWOOD.

Aaron Sherwood, son of Gershom Sherwood and

grandson of Daniel Sherwood, was born in the town

of Redding, Fairfield Co., Conn., on the 8th of March,

1817. His father was a native of Easton, Conn.,

where he engaged in farming. He married Laura
Darling and had four children, of whom Aaron was

the eldest. In politics he was a Whig and Republi-

can. He held various offices of trust, among which

we mention those of selectman, magistrate, and mem-
ber of the Assembly. He settled in Yates Co., N. Y.,

a few years before his death, which occurred in his

eighty-third, year. His father, Daniel, lived and
died in Easton, Fairfield Co., Conn. Aaron Sher-

wood remained at home until he was forty years of

age, when he went to Chicago, 111., and was there

successfully engaged in the commission business

three years; thence he went to Niles, Mich., and
engaged in the distilling business four years, sold his

interest, and returned to Fairfield County, and
located in the town of Bridgeport, on the place now
owned by G. F. Gilman. In the fall of 1877 he pur-

chased his pi-esent beautiful Iiome, situated in the

.town of Trumbull, on the Newtown turnpike, about

five and a half miles from Bridgeport. It contains

some twenty-six acres of good land, and the buildings

with the surroundings are the most attractive of any
in the town, a view of wliich may be seen elsewhere

in this work. He is a Republican in politics. He
married Jane A., daughter of Nash Couch, of Red-
ding, Feb. 28, 1848. She was born in Redding, July

13, 1816. They have two children,—viz., Mary J.

and William H.

CHAPTER LXXXL
WESTON".

Geographical—Topographical—Surface—Soil—The I'ioncoi-s—Congrega-

tional Church—Church Discipline—Military Acailoniy—Civil History

—First Town-Meetiuf?—Representatives from 17SS to 1S80—Military
Eecord.

The town of Weston lies south of the centre of the

county, and is bounded as follows : On the north by
Redding; on tlie cast by Easton and Fairfield; on

the south Ity Westjjort and I'airtii ld ; and on the west

by Wilton. It has an irregular surface, and in ntrictly

an agricultural town. The soil is fertile.

The town was early settled by pioneers from F'air-

ficld, of which town it formed a part. The following

were here (including Easton ] as early as 1787 : Nathan
Wheeler, Sanuicl W'akeman, Altcl JIull, .John Sher-

wood, David (Jolcy, Jr., Nathan VV' heeler, Jienjamin

Dean, William Prince, Josiah G. Leavitt, Benjamin

Dean, Ephraim French, Albert Lockwood, 'Sfjuire

Adams, John S. Andrews, Joseph Banks, Nehemiah
Cable, Zebulon Fanton, Christoi)her fiodfrey, Seeley

Squier, Daniel Adams, Jr., .lonathan Jjradley, Seth

Price, Abel Hull, Lloyd Wakeman, Robert Harris,

Samuel Wakeman, Thomas S. CoUyer, Thankful!

Piatt, Nath. Seeley, Benjamin Dean, Samuel Thorp,

David Silliman, David Bradley, Thaddeus fiilbert,

Hezekiah Banks, Ebenezer Bixhy, Nathaniel Hub-
bell.

Among the old families of Weston are the Godfreys,

Coleys, Andrews, Wakemans, Rowlands, Bulkleys,

and Sturges. The first Godfrey immigrated to Fair-

field between 1660 and 1670. Probably before 1700

Daniel Godfrey married a daughter of Robert Silli-

man and settled in the Fairfield Northwest parish.

They had several children
; one son bore the name of

both families, Silliman Godfrey, who is the direct

ancestor of all those of that name in that section. He
married Mary Goodsell. They were the parents of

several children, one of whom, Silliman, Jr., was a

pillar and active support in the Norfield Church, in

which he was deacon and chorister.

The Coleys are numerous. They also are in West-

port, so that not far from the boundary-line between

that town and Weston a part of the town is called

Coleyville. Among the leading ones are David and

Lewis Coley
;
they own large, commodious farm-

houses built after the style of architecture of the

period, and own good i'arnis. On one of them is the

field where Weston was accustomed to assemble its

men to obey tlie laws regulating the niilitia, which

met the first Monday in May to drill, from which the

old couplet originated,

" First Monday in Jlay,

—

Training-Jay."

The original towns had a paradc-gnnmd, denomi-

nated " the green," which has been reserved to the

public ever since ; but the town of Weston, contem-

porary with othei-s of later organizations, had not that

necessity, therefore they resorted to private grounds.

Weston was originally a large township. In

another town was severed from it and called Easton,

therefore there, seems to be some confusion in tra-

cing families and property. Many of the dead are re-

corded on that account in Weston, Init on looking for

theiu to-day, one must go in many eases to Easton

;

I

the same fact applies to projierty. The graveyanl of

Weston lies not far from this parade-grouiul, and

contains the Imdios of sonu^ of the staunohest of tlie
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Puritan fathers, men of " cast-iron princi^Dles," who
were fervent in piety and patriotism. Of the descend-

ants of Job Perry, in Weston, are Miah Perry, who
represented the town in the State Legislature of

1876, and Sally, wife of Joseph R. Andrews.

Weston being an inland town, with a very limited

transient foreign population, it has not had occasion

to notice the inroads of communism, socialism, party

intrigues, illegal government appropriations, and the

inroads of the Church inconsistent with the Constitu-

tion of the land, therefore it holds to the faith, integ-

rity, and politics of its ancestors, and is, in conse-

quence, Democratic.

As a natural curiosity, Weston has the Devil's Den,

—a name given to a wooded valley in which is a stone

with the imprint of a foot too large for modern men.

Tradition says that when the devil was wont to Avalk

about the earth in human form he stepped on this

clay, then in a plastic state, so that the indentation

was complete. In time this clay hardened into stone,

which gave rise to various theories. This den is of

much resort, especially in the huckleberry season,

this being a ground prolific with that fruit. The
scenerjr from here to the Sound is extremely romantic,

especially over the old Forge road.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

The first meeting of the society of Norfield was

held June 23, 1757. This must have been soon after

the parish was set off as an ecclesiastical society,

for it is said that it was legally warned by a writ given

out by Robert Walker, Esq., justice of tlie 2>eace for

the county of Fairfield.

A vote was passed May 10, 1758, to build a meeting-

house thirty by forty feet. It ajopears that before the

building was raised application was made to the

County Court for a committee to fix the stakes, which

was accordingly done. The house was raised and

covered by Dec. 7, 1758. A pulpit and pews and
body-seats were erected, but nothing was done to the

galleries and the house was never plastered.

Dec. 6, 1784, it was voted to build a new meeting-

house when a committee appointed by the County

Court should make the location, and the materials of

the old house, so far as might answer the purpose,

were to be wrought into the new one. Accordingly,

the old house was taken down and the frame set up

in the centre of the society and newly covered. The
old doors, pews, and seats were replaced, the gal-

leries were then finished, and the house plastered and
painted.

July 4, 1757, it was voted to give Mr. Samuel Sher-

wood, of Fairfield, a call to settle with them, which

call he accepted, and was ordained Aug. 17, 1757.

The church was organized with twelve male mem-
bers, and soon nineteen more males and females were

added to the church from neighboring churches.
" Lieut. David Andrews and Ensign David Coley

were chosen to the ofiice of deacon and accepted."

These two worthy men served as long as their age

permitted. They served through the ministry of Mr.

Sherwood and a great part of Rev. Mr. Noyes'. Mr.

Sherwood died May 25, 1783, aged fifty-three. He
was succeeded by Rev. John Noyes, who served until

May, 1837.

The following is the list of pastors from their time

to the present : 1837-40, Rev. George Hull
; 1842^3,

Rev. Mark Weed; 1844-48, Rev. Lewis Pennel;

1851-72, Rev. Zalmon B. Burr; 1873-74, Rev. Jo-

seph Nelson
;
1875-79, Rev. E. H. Lubkert.

Tlie church has no jjastor at present. The church

edifice was erected in 1830, and dedicated April 13,

1831.

The deacons since those mentioned above have been

J. Piatt, John Crossman, Ward Nichols, David L.

Coley, and Hiram Scofield.

The church has a fund of $900. Donators: Daniel

S. Godfrey, $400 ; John S. Andrews, $500. Present

membership : Males, 27 ;
females, 48.

CHURCH DISCIPLINE.

"COMPLAINT AGAINST DAVID B. GODFREY.

" ' To the moderator of the Church of Christ in

Norfield, and to the said church, comes Jeremiah

Rowland, a member of said church, and informs said

moderator and church that David B. Godfrey, who is

also a member of this church, has been guilty of the

sin of intemperance, by which he has broken the

laws of Christ and brought dishonor on the Christian

profession, which has evidently been seen by several

members of said church and others. Your complaint

further says that private steps have been taken for

convincing and reclaiming said David B. Godfrey,

but he refuses to hearken; therefore, as in duty

bound, he now tells it to the church, that his offend-

ing brother may be jJi'Oceeded with according to the

rules of the gospel. Dated in Norfield, this 5th day

of August, 1823.
" ' Jeremiah Rowland.'

"The above was exliibited to the church on the

Sabbath following, and a meeting of the church was

appointed to be held on the 14th day of August

instant to attend to the case. A copy of the com-

plaint was sent to the delinquent and a citation to

him to appear before the church to answer to it.

"The church met at the meeting-house, according

to appointment, on the 14th day of August, 1823, for

the purpose of attending to the above complaint.

The meeting was opened with prayer by the moder-

ator. The comi^laint was then read. After the read-

ing of the complaint witnesses were called to prove

the fact alleged in it. The accused did not appear.

Hannah Lockwood, a member of the church, being

called to testify in the case, declared that on Satur-

day, the 14th day of June last, she saw said Godfrey

pass her house evidently in a state of intoxication, as

appeared by his reeling on his horse. Sarah Bunnel

was then called to testify in the case, and declared



GERSHOM W. BRADLEY.

Gershom W. Bradley was bom March 3, 1804,

in Fairfield, Conn. His father was Wakeman Brad-

ley; his mother was Catharine Andrews.

His father was a manufacturer of edge-tools.

He gave his son the common-school advantages of

a rural district. Being the oldest son of a large

family of children, he had to contribute his help

for the family's support, dividing his time between

the farm and the shop.

In 1812, the year

of the war, his father

established his axe

and edge-tool factory

at Weston. It was

during this war that

this neighborhood was

visited by the British

troops, Gtnd much pub-

lic and private prop-

erty destroyed, among

others that of Mr.

Bradley's relatives.

Beginning in a

moderate way in mak-

ing tools by hand,

Mr. Bradley at this

early day, by pro-

ducing goods of su-

perior merit, estab-

lished a prosperous

industry. In 1834, Mr. Gershom Bradley started

a factory in the same line his father had begun at

his present location in Weston.

As Mr. Bradley advanced in years his sons have

entered into active assistance^ and Miles, his eldest

son, when the factory was destroyed by freshet in

1854, rebuilt and remodeled the works and put

fresh life into the business, his father gradually

resigning the care of affairs to him.

/

His other two sons, De Witt C. and Gershom W.,

are both engaged in the Bradley shops learning

the details of the manufacture, and fitting them-

selves to perpetuate the good reputation which has

always characterized the tools of this establishment.

In 1827, Mr. Bradley married Lydia Merwin, of

Weston, by whom he had three sons,—Miles, George,

and De Witt. Mrs. Bradley died in 1851. In

1853, Mr. Bradley

married his second

wife. Her maiden

name was Mary J.

Goodsell, of Westport,

daughter of Silas B.

Goodsell, ofthat town.

She died in 1872.

By this marriage five

children were bom,

three of whom are

now living,—viz. ,Ger-

shom W., Eliza Jane,

and Catharine A.

Mr. Bradley has

been too modest a

man to accept offices
;

he has had full occu-

pation with his busi-

ness.

He is an attend-

ant of the Methodist

church at Westport. Brought up a Democrat, but,

after voting for Jackson on the occasion of his

first candidacy, he left the Democratic party, and

has since been a Whig and Republiain.

He is well known as a kind neighbor, an indus-

trious, frugal, and honest man. The war interrapted

his business and involved heavy loss, but by energy

and good management, aided by the superior busi>

uess abilities of his son !Milcs, he has won success.



I

1

I



W ESTON. 807

that some time since said Godfrey, in passing by her
j

house, fell from his horse, and that she and her

daughter helped him on his horse again, and that his

fall was evidently the effect of intoxication, and that

he intimated as much by saying, ' You know my
failing. I am not fit to do any business to-night.'

That this was on a Saturday evening. Mrs. Lock-

wood was again called, and testified that her son

Samuel told her that he and others were passing by

and saw Mrs. Bunnel and her daughter help said

Oodfrey on his horse, and that this was the same

afternoon, towards evening, that she saw him pass her

house in the situation before mentioned. On hearing

the evidence the church voted that the charge was

supported.

" Voted, that the following written admonition be

sent to said Godfrey by Brother Silliman Godfrey, Jr.

:

" 'To David B. Godfrey, a member of the Church of
;

Christ in Norfield : This church has this day taken i

into serious consideration a complaint exhibited

against you for the sin of intemperance. We have

heard testimony in supjDort of the charge which we
consider as amjjle proof that you are verily guilty, as

alleged in the complaint. It gives us pain that you

have walked so disorderly, and that you have so

wounded Christ and your own soul. Earnestly de-

siring that you may be recovered out of the snare of i

Satan, and that you may yet do honor to the Christian

profession by newness of life, we affectionately exhort
j

you, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to con-

sider how you have violated your covenant engage-

ments, by which you are bound to live soberly and

righteously and godly in this present world, how you

have wounded your own precious soul, provoked God,

and dishonored the Christian name. And we do now
earnestly beseech you, and in the name of Christ

exhort and charge you, as you will have to answer for

yourself at the bar of God, that you delay not un-

feignedly to repent of your sin, that you humble

yourself before God and man, and that you hence-

forth walk in newness of life. This admonition is not

given you out of any ill-will to your person (as the

Lord knoweth), but in love to your soul and in obe-

dience to Christ Jesus, who has made it our duty to

watch over one another, and to maintain the discip-

line of the church according to the rules of the gos-

pel. We do it that you may be recovered from the

error of your way, and be reconciled to God and to His

Church, that you may not be cut off from the commu-
nion of the Church here, nor be excluded from the

Church trium2:)hant above. Signed, in behalf of the

church,
"

' John Noyes, Moderator.
" ' NoRFiF.i.D, Aug. 14, 1823.'

" Voted, That the church meet a fortnight from this

day, at time and place as before, further to attend to

the imj^ortant subject under consideration. The
church met according to adjournment. The delin-

quent not appearing, nor having made any connuuni-

cation to the cliuri'li, the cliurcli, in the exerciBC of

Christian forbearance and witli tin- hoj>e of still gain-

ing their brother, adjourned further proceedingH

against him until Thursday of next week, when they

voted to meet again at the meeting-house at three

o'clock P.M., and expressed their desire that Mr.

Noyes should have further conv(;rsation with tlie de-

linquent with a view to reclaim him. Met according

to adjournment.

"The delinquent ajipeared and subiiiitt('d a form of

confession which he was willing to make the next

Lord's Day before the church and congregation, and

to which he had affixed his name; and the church

voted to accept of it on condition of its being made
and to restore him to their charity. Accordingly, on

the next Lord's Day, the following confession was

publicly read and assented to by the undersigned :

" ' I, David B. Godfrey, do humbly acknowledge, be-

fore God and this assembly, that I have been guilty

of the sin of intemperance, whereby I have offended

God and this church, dishonored the Christian name,

and wounded my own soul ; and I do now declare my
hearty sorrow for this my sin and humbly a.sk the

pardoning mercy of God and the forgiveness of my
Christian friends, together with their prayers for me
that I may be enabled to walk circumspectly and in-

offensively for the future, which I will endeavor to do

by Divine grace assisting me.

"'Signed, David B. Gopfrky.'

" ' The above and foregoing are a true record of the

doings of the church in the case of David B. Godfrey.
" ' Test, JoHX NoY'ES, Moderator/

" Where/ore the moderator declared, in virtue of a

foregoing vote relative to their acceptance of the

above confession, in words following :
' This church

then forgives you so far as your offense relates to

them, and cheerfully restore you to their charity and

fellowship in the gosjiel, and may you have forgive-

ness of God and be kept by His power through faith

unto salvation,'
"

EMAXUEL CHURCH.

" At a meeting of the Episcopal Society of Weston,

legally warned and held at the Episcopal church in

said Weston on the 22d day of ]\Iarch, A,P, 1845,

Wolscy Nichols, chairman, and Edmond O, Sturges,

clerk, voted that Eli T, Winton and othei-s be admit-

ted members of this society,—viz., Walter S, Meeker,

Levi 0, Baaks, Aaron D, Banks, Thomas B. Trow-

bridge, Edmond 0. Sturges, Whitmore Nichols, Zal-

mon Sturges, Curtis Wood, William Wheeler, Alson

Robertson, Samuel M. Banks, Sylvester Quintard,

Henry Bulkley, Jesse Crossnnm. James r>rown i 2d),

Henry Brown, Moses Banks, Thomas Banks. Porter

Wheeler, Wm. P, Welch, Benjamin Banks, Wolsey

j

Nichols, Jeremiah B, Nichols, Wm. H. Lyon, Ebeu-

I ezer S, Cole, Alban Brown, Hezekiah F, Gould, and
i others by certificate (names not given "i."

Walter Treadwell. Hanford Nichols, and Orlando
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Perry were voted as vestrymen ; Hanford Nichols and

Walter Treadwell wardens.

AValter Treadwell and Orlando Perry were ap-

pointed a committee to take charge of all funds of the
j

society. The first meetings of the parish were held
'

at the house of Hanford Nichols.
'

The people of Lyon's Plains for some time wor-
!

shiped at Easton, the academy being used for that
i

luirpose. When they at last decided to build a

church edifice, disputes arose about its location. Mr.

Hanford Nichols and Walter Treadwell gave the land,

and Mr. Nichols and others commenced building the

church. A dispute arose about subscriptions for

building and locating the church, suits at law had

been commenced, and the matter was finally settled

amicably by being left to arbitration. Joshua B.

Ferris, Cyrus H. Beardsley, and Henry Dutton were

chosen arbitrators. The records further state :

" At a meeting of the Episcopal Society of Weston,
i

legally warned and held at the dwelling-house of

Hanford Nichols, in said AVeston, on the 25th day of

April, A.D. 1845, voted Wolsey Nichols moderator.

Voted that we recognize and receive as the property

of the Episcopal Society of Weston the subscriptions

to build a new church edifice between the houses of

Charles Scofield and Thomas Banks. Voted that

we consider it expedient and proper to build a new
church in this society. Voted that we recognize the

land already subscribed and given by Hanford Nich-

ols and Walter Treadwell, and fix the location of our

said church thereon. Voted that we recognize and

assume the building of the church edifice already

begun by Hanford Nichols, Walter Treadwell, and

others, together with all the debts and credits, liabil-

ities and responsibilities pertaining thereto."

A committee of five were appointed to take charge

of the money and building,—viz., Walter Treadwell,

Edmond O. Sturges, Hanford Nichols, Charles Cro-

fat, and Levi Banks.
" At a meeting of the Episcopal Society of Weston,

held at the dwelling-house of Hanford Nichols, April

13, A.D. 1846, the following officers were chosen

:

"Walter Treadwell, Moderator ; Moses Treadwell,

Clerk ; Hanford Nichols and Walter Treadwell,

Wardens ; Charles Crofut, AVhitmore Nichols, Jere-

miah R. Nichols, Vestrymen; Wolsey Nichols,

Treasurer. Moses Nichols was chosen a delegate to

attend the general convention of the State. Voted

that we instruct our wardens and vestrymen to give

Eev. David G. Tomlinson a call to the ministerial

charge of our jiarish. June 3, 1848, this society imv-
j

chased a burying-ground. This burying-ground was

afterwards donated to the society by Hanford Nichols.

At this date (by meeting warned) the society voted

that this parish having been without a proper church

name, being called generally in parish notices the

Episcopal Society of Weston, and in the journals ofCon-

vention ' Church Weston,' we therefore request of

the Convention that this parish may be named and

known as Emanuel Church, Weston, and that our

minister or delegate present this request to the Con-

vention at its coming session in New Haven." In

1864, Eev. Mr. Tomlinson resigned on account of ill

health. Mr. Ebenezer Lane had volunteered his

services as "lay reader," assisting Mr. Tomlinson for

some years. The society voted him thanks each year.

May, 1865, Rev, John Marvin was called to be

rector of the parish. May 9, 1867, the parish received

a donation or bequest from Hanford Nichols, Esq., of

three thousand five hundred dollars.

" May 7, 1871, voted that we accept the resignation

of Rev. Mr. Marvin as rector of this parish.

"J. R. Nichols, Clerk."

Jan. 1, 1872, Rev. J. N. Walton was called to be

rector, and resigned in 1878.

Rev. A. N. Lewis, of Westport, has officiated for

the parish during the past year.

The following are the present officers : J. R.

Nichols, Clerk ; Moses D. Treadwell, J. R. Nichols,

Wai'dens ; Alban B. Sherwood, H. A. Ogden, Charles

Adams, W. Lobdell, L. M. Sherwood, Vestrymen

;

A. B. Sherwood, Treasurer; C. A. Adams, Delegate;

M. D. Treadwell, Sexton.

THE MILITARY ACADEMY, WESTON.

This school has been conducted many years under

various plans and persons. Mr. Matthew Bulkley

had the management of it for a considerable period,

when he resigned, and his son-in-law, A. A. Jarvis,

assumed control, becoming principal and proprietor.

He kept a corps of teachers, who under his manage-

ment attained an enviable celebrity. Being a mili-

tary school and not closing during the summer at-

tracted the attention of numerous families from the

large cities, esi^ecially New York and Brooklyn. Mr.

Jarvis spared nothing to advance his students in

knowledge or social qualities, often having receptions

for their benefit, even inviting the Governor of the

State (Connecticut) to witness the military parade of

his cadets, and to add lustre to the occasion.

CIVIL HISTORY.

The town of Weston was incorporated in October,,

1777. It was "Resolved by this assembly that all

the inhabitants who live within the limits of the

parish of North Fairfield, in the county of Fairfield,

and all the inhabitants who live in that part of the

parish of Norfield which lie in the township of Nor-

field, in said county, be and they hereby are incorpo-

rate into a distinct, separate town by the name of

Weston."
THE FIRST TOWN-MEETING.

The first meeting of the inhabitants was held Nov.

14, 1787, with Samuel Wakeman moderator, and
Nathan Wheeler town clerk. At this meeting the

following officers were chosen : Moderator, Samuel
Wakeman ; Town Clerk, Nathan Wheeler ; Select-

men, Abel Hull, John Sherwood, David Coley, Jr.,



HsNKT Augustus Ogden was born in Westport,

Conn., Sept. 28, 1831. His father, J. H. Ogden, an old

citizen of Westport, is now living and engaged in

farming. His mother was Abby Q. Sherwood of the

same town.

His early life was spent on the farm ; he had the ad-

vantages of the district schools and the academy at

Green's Farms. "While quite young he taught in the

district schools of the town, teaching in winter and

farming in summer, with a year's experience in a

country store. At the age of twenty-eight he took the

position of book-keeper at O. W. Bradley's Edge-Tool

Manufactory, situated in Weston, Conn. With the

interests of this long-established manufactory he has

been identified for over twenty years, sometimes repre-

senting it through Connecticut and Western Massachu-

setts, and at others in managing its finances ; this is his

present position, as he is its sole manager. These

works have been established nearly fifty year.s. Theii;

founder was the son of an axe-maker, and conducted

the business four miles above. When the works were

destroyed by an ice gorge some years ago they were re-

constructed by Miles Bradley, and the business resumed

under his oversight in association with Mr. Ogden.

Their business felt the depression of the war, and re-

quired most judicious and prudent management to avoid

disaster. The situation of the Bradley Edge-Tool Manu-

factory is very picturesque, removed from the great routes

of travel, in a rural district having excellent water-f>ower.

Mr. M. Bradley died some three years since, when

Mr. Ogden became manager. For the excellence of

their wares they have obtained an enviable reputation.

They have given employment to from eighty to one

hundred men, though the present number is le*s, and

these works are the most important manufacturing

interest in the town

Mr. Ogden was married in 1860 to Abigail J. Coley,

daughter of Lonson Coley, of Westport. The Col^y

family, from which Mr. Ogden is descend^ on his

mother's side, is one of the oldest families in Connecti-

cut. He has no living children, his only son dying in

infancy.

Mr. Ogden has been on the school committee o{ his'

town, and has always sympathized with the interests of

educational and religious matters. He is a member of

tho Congregational Church at Green's Farms,

He afBliatos with the Kepublican party, and is highly

esteemed as a reliable business ujan and a good citizen.
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Nathan Wheeler, Samuel Wakeman, Benjamin Dean,

and William Prime; Treasurer, Samuel Wakeman;
Constables, Josiah G. Leavitt and Benjamin Dean

;

Surveyors of Highways, Ephraim French, Alfred

Lockwood, 'Squire Adams, John S. Andrews, Joseph

Banks, Nehemiali Cable, Zebulon Fenton, Christopher

Godfrey, Seeley Squier, Daniel Andrews, Jr., Jona-

than Bradley, Seth Price, Abel Hull, Lloyd Wakeman,
Robert Harris, Samuel Wakeman, and T. L. CoUyer

;

Keykeepers, Thankful Piatt, Nathaniel Seeley, Ben-

jamin Dean, and John L. Andrews.

It was voted that the warnings for town-meetings

shall be put uj), one on a birch-ti"ee near Henry Sum-
mers', one on the post in the society of North Fair-

field, and one on the post in the society of Norfield.

It is evident that the government of Weston was

started on an economical basis, and that the good

people of the town, way back in 1787, were not at all

disposed to bestow upon their i)ublic servants any re-

muneration except the " sincere thanks of the town,"

as the following shows, which was voted at the first

town-meeting: "Whereas, it often happens that

large sums arise against towns for the services of the

several town officers appointed by said towns, which

to prevent Ave, the inhabitants of the town of Wes-
ton, in town-meeting assembled, do vote that we will

for the 3'ear ensuing transact and perform all our

town business, which by law or reason is or ought to

be required of us, for which the town must pay, with-

out any fee or reward, and whoever shall be chosen to

any town office in this town (grand jury men and
tithingmen excepted) are hereby notified that he is

to expect or receive no other reward for his services

only the sincere thanks of the town, and if any person

so chosen is not willing to serve as above described,

they must make their objections to this meeting, and
shall thereupon be excused."

IIEPRESENTATIVES FROM 17S8 TO 18S0.

1788, Capt. John Sherwood, Capt. David Coley; 1789, David Silliman,

Samuel 15. Shei wood
; 1700, Natliaii Wheelev, Samuel WaUemaii

;

1701, Samuel Sherwood, Nathaniel Seeiy
;

179'i, Samuel Wakeman
;

1793, Samuel Wakeman, Samuel B. Sherwood
;
1794, John Sherwood

;

179.5, John Sherwood, Samuel B. Sherwood; 179G, Nathan Wheeler;

1797, Samuel B.Sherwood, John Sherwood; 179S, Samuel B.Sher-

wood
;
1799, Samuel Wakeman, Samuel B. Sherwood

;
1800-1, Nathan

Wheeler, Samuel B.Sherwood; 1802, David Silliman, David Coley,

Jr., Stephen Sherwood
;
180.3, William Prince, David Silliman, Aliiel

Fenton; 1804, David Silliman, Andrew Lyon, Eliphalet Coley, Jr.

;

1805, Andrew Lyon, Cyrus Brinsmade, Joseph Bennot, Eliphalet

Coley; 180G, Stephen Gregory, Joseph Bennett, Moses Godfrey;

1807, Stcplien Wheeler, Jas. Gray; 1808, Jos. Bennett, And. Lyon,

Natli. Wheeler, Stephen AVheeler
;
1809, Simeon Fanton,* S. Wlieeler,

Geisliom Bradley
; 1810, Stephen Wheeler, Joshua Adams, Stephen

Gregory, Stephen Fanton; 1811, Stephen Wheeler, Josepli Bennett,

Walker Sherwood, Gershom Biadlcy
; 1812, Josepli Bennett, Stephen

Jennings, Stephen Wheeler; 181:!, Joseph Bennett, Jeremiah Oshorn

Stephen Gregory ; 1814, Jos. Bennett, Oliver C. Sanford, Peter Sillil

man; 1815, Jos. Bennett, David Silliman, Jere. Oshorn, Ela. Cooley.

181(!, Joseph Bennett, Eliiihalet Coley, Andrew Lyon, Simeon Fan-

ton
;
1817, Oliver C. Sanford, Calvin Wheelor, Jr., Joseph Bonnet,

Eliphalet Coley
; 1818, Stephen Wheeler, Oliver C. Sanford, Joseph

* Joseph Bennett waa probably by mistake sent to the next town in

the list (abjve) in Tnimhull.
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Bennett, Elii.halet Coley; 1819-20, Oliver C. Sanford, 6tc|ilion

Wheeler; 1821, Oliver C. .Sanford, Abel Gregory; 1822, David 8b<-r-

wood, Eliphalet Coley
;
182:t, James Prince, Alva Gray

; 1824, Ji»C))li

Bennett, Oliver C. .Sanfoid; 182.5-20, Oliver C. Sanford, Slephcu

Wheeler; 1827, Eli Adamx, Levi Coley; 1828-29, Walker Hhvrwu<xi,

Edmund Fanton; 18:10, Walker Sherwood, Oliver C. Sanford
;
IKJl,

Josei)h Bennett, Edmund Fanton
;

18:i2, Walker Slierwwdl, Woolwy
Nichols; 18:i:i-34, Jesse Wakeman, Oliver C. Sanford; 18:i5, Jeute

Wakeman, David Patchen
;

18:J0, JaincH Baldwin, David J'atchcn
;

18:i7, Sherwood Seeley, David I'atclien; 18;)8, I'M ward Hill, Joxcph

Rowland; 18:i9, Ely Adams, David I'atelien; IHVl, Edward Hill,

Matthew Bulkley
;
I.S41, EH Adaiiis, David I'atchen

; 1842, Shc-rw(jo<l

Seeley, Matthew iiulkley
;

184:i, Edward Hill, David Palchcn
;
1844,

Samuel Jackson, Oliver C. Sanlord; 1845, Aaroji L. .Sanford, Davi 1

Patchen
;
184G, David I'atchen

; 1847, Josejdi Rowland; 1848, .Samuel

M. Banks; 1849, David Patchen; 18.50, Sloses B. Treadwell
;
IWl,

,Tohn B. Sturges; 1852, Oliver C. Sanford
;

18.53-.54, David Patchen ;

1855, Moses D. Treadwell; 1850, Sloses Bulkley; 1857, E<lBar Scrib-

ner; 1858, David Patchen
;
1859, Matthew Bulkley; 1800, Joseph 8.

Godfrey; 18G1, Charles Rowland; 1802, M. V. B. Rowland; ISGTJ,

AVakeman Godfrey
;
18G4-G5, David D. Coley

;
1800, Charles Row-

land
;

18G7, David D. Coley; 18G8, Piatt Keeler; 1809, Matthew
Bulkley: 1870, Henry Robertson; 1871, D.avid L. Coley; 1872-7.3, Os-

horn Taylor; 1874, John R. Sturgis; 187.5-70, Edgar Seribner; 1877,

Miah Perry
;
1878, Jeremiah R. Nichols; 1879, Alvan B. Sherwood;

1880, James Sturges.

MILITARY RECORD, 1S01-G5.

FIRST REGIMENT CAVALRY.

ConipnuTj F.

De C.arty, Michael, enl. July 7, 1SG3
;
pro. to captain May 18, 1804.

C'lmpnni/ If.

Seelye, George, enl. Dec. 7, 18G3 ; must, out Jan. 1, 1805.

Baker, James, enl. Dec. 20, 18G4 ; died Jan. 9, 18G5.

Clarke, James, enl. Sept. 10, 1804; not taken up on rolls.

Doferty, Pat, enl. Dec. 20, 1804; not taken up on rolls.

Ilickey, Jacob E., enl. Dec. 20, 18(;4; not taken up on rolls.

Rose, William, enl. March 20, 18G4; not taken up on rolls.

Rourte, Jno., enl Dec. 30, 1804; not taken up on rolls.

SECOND LIGHT BATTERY.

Trowbridge, Henry J., enl. Feb. 19, 1804 ; must, out Aug. 9, 18C5.

FIRST REGIMENT ARTILLERY.

Compnuy B.

Brown, Henry, enl. Jan. 22, 1802; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1SG4; must, out Sept.

25, 1S05.

Compauy F.

Monroe, Benjamin, enl. June 5, 1804; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

SECOND REGIMENT ARTILLERY.

Covipoiitf E.

Barrett, Sylvester, enl. Dec. 29, 1803 ; died July 22, 1S04.

Perry, Nathan, enl. Dec. 29, 1SG3 ; wo\inded June 1, 1S04 ; must. out Aug.

18, 1805.

CompcDiij I.

Headdens, William, enl. Dec. 29, 1SG3.

Knopf, Andrew, enl.' Dec. 20, 181)3; must, out .\«g 18, 1865.

Lockwood, Tlieo., enl. Jan. 5, 1SG4; must, out Aug. IS, 18G5.

Meeker, Ilanford, enl. Dec. 29, ISlvi; mtist. out Ang. 18. 1S65.

Meeker, Charles S., enl. Jan. 5, 1804; must, out Ang. IS, 1865.

Olmsted, Stephen, enl. Dec. 26, 1863; must, out June 22, 1865.

Cowpatiy Jf.

Morris, Samuel, enl. Dec. 21, 1SC4.

Wilfong, James, enl. Dec. 21, 1864 ; must, out Aug. S, 1865.

FIFTH REGIMENT.

Cbmj>iiiii/ C
Ilendricksou, .Vbraham, enl. Sept. 14, U'Ol ; disch. Jan. 13, 1S63.
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Company E.

Buckbee, George W., enl. July 22, 18G1 ; disch. July 26, 1865.

Crofut, Jerome B., enl. July 22, 1801.

Gray, Diivid D., enl. July 22, 1S61 : disch. Dec. 17, 1862.

MeCann, George, enl. July 22, 1861 ; disch. Nov. 15, 18G2.

Pilkey, Peter, enl. J\ily 22, 1861.

Company F.

Rowe, Henry, enl. July 22, 1861 ; died Feb. 10, 1862.

Van Vorst, William H., eiil. July 22, 18G1 ; re-enl. Dec. 21, 1863; must,

out Aug. 11, 1865.

Company K.

Beers, Levi, enl. Feb. 17, 1862.

EIGHTH REGIMENT.

Covipa)iy H.

Lahey, Edward, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; must, out Dec.

2, 1805.

NINTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

Ryan, John, eul. Jan. 23, 1804; must, out Aug. 3, 1865.

ELEVENTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

Burns, Thomas, enl. Feb. 22, 1804; must, out Dec. 21, 1865.

Company B.

Robinson, James, enl. March 15, 1864.

TWELFTH REGIMENT.

Company E.

Brown, Charles H., enl. Nov. 22. 1661 ; dieil April 22, 1864.

Mills, Burr, enl. Marcli 10, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 12, 1805.

Parketon, Eugene S., enl. March 10, 1864.

THIRTEENTH REGIMENT.

Vnassicjued.

Johnson, Edward, enl. March 11, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

FIFTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company I,

Condon, Morris, enl. Aug. 29, 1864; trans, to 7th Conn. Vol.; must, out

July 20, 1865.

Vnassifjned.

Paten. George, enl. Feb. 23, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

Sands, Frederick, enl. Feb. 23, 1864 ; not taken up on rolls.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT.

Company E.

Carodus, Charles H., corporal ; enl. Aug. 4, 1802 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Crapo, Beroth B., enl. Aug. 4, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Clarkson, Charles H., enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Di.\on, Samuel, enl. Aug. 4, 1802 ; disch. for disability April 1, 1863.

Haugh, James, enl. Aug. 4, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Sweeten, David, enl. Aug. 7, 1862 ; disch. for disability Aug. 21, 1863.

Williams, William, enl. Aug. 8, 1802 ; disch. for disability Jan. 17, 1863.

Banks, Horace A., enl. Dec. 30, 1863; must, out July 19, 1865.

Banks, Wesley 0., enl. Jan. 1, 1864 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Oakley, William, enl. Dec. 21, 1863; must, out July 19, 1865.

Company G.

Morris, John, enl. Sept. 7, 1804 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Company H.

Strong, Francis M., enl. Aug. 20, 1862 ; disch. for disability April 30, 1863.

TWENTIETH REGIMENT.

Company B.

Conmer, Jerry, enl. March 11, 1804.

Company G.

Gould, Joseph, enl. March 11, 1864; must, out July 19, 1805.

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT.

Company E.

Northrop, Lewis, sergeant ; cnl. Aug. 28, 1S62
;

pro. to captain ; hon.

I'.isch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Andrews, Elias S., enl. Aug. 25, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Beers, Frederick, enl. Aug. 30, 1802; lion, disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Beers, William P., enl. Aug. 20, 1802 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Beers, Rufus, enl. Aug. 23, 1802; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Beers, William, enl. Aug. 25, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Betts, Jonathan, enl. Aug. 28, 1802 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Chase, Isaac, enl. Aug. 25, 1802; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Cole, George H., enl. Aug. 25, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Donnell, James 0., enl. Aug. 25, 1802 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Hamilton, Theodore, enl. Aug. 30, 1802; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Iloman, Henry, enl. Aug. 28, 1802; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Lockwood, Albert, enl. Aug. 30, 1802; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Mead, John M., enl. Aug. 25, 1802.

Rowland, Rufus K., enl. Aug. 25, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Seeley, John N., enl. Sept. 4, 1862.

Smith, William B., enl. Aug. 29, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Thorp, Isaac N., enl. Aug. 30, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Whitlock, Albert M., enl. Sept. 4, 1862.

Company F.

Dowd, William L., enl. Aug. 27, 1862.

Koran, Patrick, enl. Nov. 5, 1862.

TWENTY-NINTH REGIMENT (COLORED).

Company I.

Pipers, Charles, enl. Dec. 23, 1864; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

THIRTIETH REGIMENT (COLORED).
Company C.

Johnson, Philip, enl. Feb. 22, 1864; must, out Nov. 7, 1805.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

DAVID D. COLEY.

David D. Coley was born Oct. 30, 1811, in Weston,

Conn. His father was Eliphalet Coley, of the same

town, and as far as is known was descended from the

early settlers of this county. His mother was Priscilla

Bradley, another old family name in Fairfield County.

His youth was sickly ; he did not until near his

eighteenth year have ordinary good health ; he had,

besides the advantages of the district school, the in-

structions of Hawley Olmstead, a noted teacher of

Wilton. AVhen young Coley's health became estab-

lished he found employment on his father's farm, and

chose farming as his pursuit.

He married, in 1824, Mary E. Andrews, daughter of

John Andrews, of Weston. Her mother was Mary
Andrews. Mr. Coley worked at the home-farm some

three years after his marriage. In 1840 or 1841 he

bought and removed to the farm on which he now
resides, in the town of Weston ; the place is situated

on the high ground in the southerly part of the town,

and commands an extensive view of the county south,

including a view of Long Island Sound, and the island

itself across the Sound. This farm of good natural

soil has been well cultivated and industriously farmed,

and yielded a competency to its owner.

Mr. Coley has been a selectman of the town for

many years, and during the entire civil war dis-

charged the duty of this onerous olBce; it became

their duty to secure the soldiers to fill the quota of

the town ; this was successfully accomplished to the

satisfaction of the townspeople.
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Mr. Coley has for three years represented liis town

in the Legislature of the State ; has sympathized with

the Democratic party all his life ; is a strong Union

man, and was a supporter of the Union in the late war.

Mr. Coley has had three sons, John B., James

L., and Alphonso B., the last named alone surviving.

John B. died at the age of twenty-four years ; James

L. died at twenty-nine years. Alphonso recuperated

his health by a trip to California, which entirely re-

stored him.

Mrs. Coley died in 1872. For forty-eight years she

was a faithful comjianion and an affectionate mother;

she was a farmer's daughter, and became a help-meet

to her industrious husband. Her monument is pointed

out in the cemetery as one of its princijial and most

beautiful adornments. Mr. Coley for a man of his

age is vigorous and strong. He is resjjected and

trusted by his fellow-townsmen, and has before

him the prospect of a comfortable old age, surrounded

by all the comforts of life.

CHAPTER LXXXIT.

WESTPORT.

Geographical—The First Settlements in 1C43—The Pioneers and their

Locations—Tlie First Grist-Mill—The First School in 1740—Tlie Revo-

lutionary War—The Gallant Seventeen—Highways—Early Merchants

—Taverns, Etc.—The Whipping-Pust—Early Kegnlations—Slaves, Etc.

—Early Customs—Physicians—Lawyers—Manufacturing— Commer-

cial.

The town of Westport lies in the southern part of

the county, and is bounded on the north by Wilton

and Weston ; on the east by Fairfield ; on the south

by Long Island Sound ; and on the west by Norwalk.

THE PIONEERS.

The first settlement was made by Thomas Newton,

Daniel Frost, Henry Gray, John Green, and Francis

Andrews, who erected their log huts in the neighbor-

hood of the i^resent Green's Farms railroad depot.

The ability, character, and disposition of Thomas
Newton and his four contemporaries can only be con-

jectured from some of their acts and doings, which

frequently bi'ought some of them before the General

Court and became matters of record. From a perusal

of these records it is seen that Thomas Newton was

an enterprising, go-ahead man, with a strong pro-

pensity for trafiic and trade in anything that promised

gain. His settlement in Maximus was not to clear

forest and raise wheat, but in some way to make a

speculation. He was unfortunate in the many suits

at law he had in the General Court for the time he

was in this section of the country. At the October

session, lG-46, in a suit against him by Mr. Whitney,
" the jury find for the plaintiff the Bill 5.£ 10s. id.

damages and cost of court," and at the same court

Edward Hopkins plaintiff and Thomas Newton de-

fendant, " The jury find for the plaintift"; the defend-

ant is to pay 4£ !•'<«. 4r/., according to the Bill and

10.sr. damages and costs." Again, in June, 1<;47, lie

was "Bound in a recognizance of l';0£ to the court

to save the court and such debtors harnde.ss from any

damage that shall be recovered in the court, of Sep-

peseger his debts in referance to an action commenced

against Samuel Smith." Again, in 1648, in a suit

of .Jonas Wood against Thomas Newton, "The jury

find, for the plaiiitifr that tlie defendant sliall dis-

charge or cause to be discharged the bond that tlie

plaintiff, and his friends lye under at tiie Monat^»es,

which was to answer the defendants engagement

there; and to pay unto him 30£ besides, and costs."

Again he was bound in a recognizance of £200, with

John Green and Henry Gray as his security, to answer,

truly perform, and discharge tlie verdict of the jury

in the action between " Jonas Wood, plaintiffand him-

self defendant at or before the 1st day of February

next." Various other suits appear to have been tried,

some resulting in his favor, but generally against him,

and among others a "fine of five pounds for selling

one Philip White wine from his vessel when said

White had enough already." He owned a vessel and

probably traded with the Dutch at New Amsterdam

(New York) and other places where profit could be

made, and was independent of Custom House regula-

tions.

The care of his vessel and his voyages very likely

occupied most of his time until 1C50, when, upon the

information of one Goody Johnson, a woman in Fair-

field, Newton was arrested and committed to jail,

but, before trial, broke out and escaped with his ves-

sel to New Amsterdam, and never returned to ^laxi-

mus thereafter. The second in the list of first settlers

was Daniel Frost, an altogether different character

from Thomas Newton. He was a son of William

Frost. From the will of William Frost, made in

January, 1664, I infer that he, William, left England

several years before the settlement of Fairfield, bring-

ing with him his two sons, Daniel and Abraham, and

daughters Elizabeth (wife of John Gray), Lydia (wife

of Henry Gray), and Rebecca and Sarah Frost, un-

married, and from the bequest in his will was a man
of considerable means for the time, as in addition to

the disposal of his estate here to his children and

grandchildren he bequeaths to a daughter named

Mary Rylie and her children all his goods and land

left in Old England, and " ten pounds in good money

towards building a meeting-house in Uneowa, oae-

lialf when the house is half done and the other half

when it is completed." No mention of his wife is

made in the wills, from which it might be supposed

he was a widower, but in Fairfield records is found a

bond of two hundred pounds obligating the said

Daniel to pay his mother ten pounds annually, and

other provisions for her support during life. The

land upon which Daniel settled was east of the resi-

dence of Mr. Phijips. The point of land known as

Frost's Point was some of it. Ho was doubtless a quite
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peaceable, resjoectable man. Of the forty-four free-

men of Fairfield entitled to vote in town-meetings in

October, 1669, Daniel Frost was one.

Henry Gray, the third on the list of first settlers,

was between thirty and forty years of age at the

commencement of the settlement. His wife was a

daughter of William Frost, and had at least a family

of three sons—Jacob, Henry and William—when
they sat down at Bankside or Maximus. In early

life he apjjears to have been an active, influential,

and popular man, and represented the town of Un-
cowa in 1643 in the General Court, but two years

after the General Court passed a judgment upon him
in the words following, to wit :

" Henry Gray, for his

many misdemeanors, is adjudged to be imprisoned

at the discretion of the court, and to be fined ten

pounds." What the misdemeanors were, or how
many, we are left to conjecture. The court record of

the time, except in this case, uniformly gives the

name and nature of the offense for M'hich the jjunish-

ment was inflicted. Fi'om this time forward, for

near twenty years, he seems to have had a vexatious

life, as in nearly every court his name ajjpears as

plaintiflJ'or defendant, and at a session of tlie General

Court, in May, 1850, he was " fined twenty shillings

for abusing the court." His principal opponent in

law was the Jonas Wood of Long Island with whom
Thomas Newton had many conflicts. These contin-

uous lawsuits, as might be suj^posed, wasted his es-

tate, and at his death, in 1672, the General Court,

upon the petition of Maj. Nathan Gold and Mr.

William Hill, empowered the administrators "to sell

the said Gray's farm at Maximus as the most pru-

dent course to save any estate for the children of said

Gray." The Maximus farm was in the neighbor-

hood of the land now owned by Mr. PhijJiJS, and he

had other land in Compo. He and his brother John,

who also married a daughter of William Frost,

were the progenitors of all the Grays in this section,

branches of whom may be found in most of the

States.

The name of John Green, the fourth on the list, is

occasionally met on the first volume of records

of the town of Fairfield, but nowhere in the town or

colony record is found anything to his disparagement.

In 1672 he was appointed by the General Court one

of a committee of three " to view the township of Rye
(then under the jurisdiction of Connecticut), and con-

sider what highways may be necessary and requisite

for the use of the town and colony." He must have

lived to an advanced age, for I find in 1699 an instru-

ment recorded by which he manumits and grants

freedom to his negro man Harry, upon condition that

said Harry shall choose some good man to live with,

and serve two years, and get twenty pounds to pay

the board and education of a grandson. This instru-

ment was signed with a cross. The old man had prob-

ably become too paralyzed to write his name. He
had a son, John Green, Jr., who settled in Stamford,

and was one of the eight freemen, and was also con-

stable of that town in 1669.

The parish of Green's Farms is supposed to have

derived its name from John Green, who, in his day,

was perhaps the largest and best farmer in the settle

ment.

The last of the list of first settlers was Francis An-
drews. He was undoubtedly a quiet, peaceable man,

as his name is not to be found in the court records.

The land upon which he settled was for three or

four generations in the Andrews family. The An-

drews of Westport and Redding are his descendants.

How long after the first settlement before additions

were made cannot now be ascertained. It is supposed

that Simon Couch, by purchase or otherwise, suc-

ceeded in the possession of the land of Thomas New-
ton. The dispute about the west line of the town of

Fairfield, the uncertainty of the title to the lands im-

proved, and thewar with the Narragansett Indians,

probably tended to caution new settlers against set-

ting down and making improvements where the risk

of disturbance was so great, and it is doubtful whether

more than three or four families were added before

1665.

The territory of the Comijo District was debatable

ground between Fairfield and Norwalk until 1686,

and no settlements upon it were made before 1790.

Among the first settlers were Henry Gray, Jr., John
Shaw, Peter Disbrougli, or Disbrow, as now spelt, and

Bennett. At the building of the new school-

house, 1801, there was but one Gray living in the dis

trict. The Shaw family had all left, but there were

many of the Bennetts, Disbrows, and Aliens. In 1750

the traveled road from Norwalk was to a ferry cross-

ing Saugatuck River a little below the present rail-

road bridge, called Disbrough's Ferry. The fare at

this ferry was for man, horse, and load, twopence half-

penny ; for led-horse, one ipenny ; for footman, penn

halfpenny ; for ox or other neat kine, threepence halj

penny; for sheep, hog, or goat, halfpenny.

The exact period of the first settlement at Green's

Farms cannot be told, probably between 1680 and

1690, and among the first, if not the first, was John

Hyde, the great-grandfiither of the present John S.

and Edward Hyde. In the division of the land abovi^

the Long Lots highway, Humphrey Hyde and his son

John had set out to them a lot forty rods one foot anc'

a half inch in width, and, as these lots ran back te;.

miles, it follows that the old man and his son had

farm of eight hundred and two acres of land, in addi

tion to outlays of land made before that time. Sixt\

years ago more than one-half of this lot was in th.

name of the original jDrojirietors. Between the high

way passing the dwelling-house of Burr Meeker ar

the highway east there was laid out, in the origin

division, nine lots to nine men. The whole wid.

was one hundred and ninety-two rods, and the whol

area three thousand eight hundred and forty aci'^

The following were also living in this district ii
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1800: John Hyde, Joseph Hyde, Aaron Sherwood,

E^q., James Chapman, Daniel Bradley, Aaron Jen-

nings, Lamon Burr, Jonathan Burr, Joseph Adams,

Joseph Hyde, Jr.

Other early settlers were Nathan Adams, grand-

father of the late Jabez Adams, Samuel Piatt, Tlios.

Taylor, John Taylor, Seth Taylor, Gamaliel A. Tay-

lor, Samuel Pearsall, and son John S.

/ Of the first settlers in Cross Highway District but

little is known. Few of them had money
;
they had

houses to build and farms to clear. Necessity drove

them to hard labor, and tliey had little time and per-

haps less inclination to make records of passing

events. Among the most prominent were John

Hyde, great-grandson of Humphrey Hyde, who was

the largest landholder, and, at his death, the most

wealthy man, of Green's Farms. He resided where

the widow of the late Seth W. Meeker now lives,

and he died without issue about 1798.

John Goodsell, gi-eat-grandfather of the present

John Goodsell, grocer, was killed at the burning of

Fairfield by the British, July 8, 1779. He was, with

a few militia-men, on the high ground above the

town, firing upon the enemy, when he received a ball

in one of his legs, breaking the bone. A charge upon

the militia put them to flight, but Goodsell could not

flee, and when the Hessians came up to him, in an-

swer to his plea for quarter one thrust his bayonet

into his mouth, another into his bowels.

Ephraim Burr, father of Silas Burr, lived in a house

where now resides the widow of the late Morris

Ketchum. Nearly all of Ketchum's farm was Silas

Burr's. Silas Burr died about 1814.

Phineas Chapman, father of Phineas, Jr., and

grandfather of Charles, lived in the house where

the family of the late Charles Chapman now reside.

Maj. Albert Chapman, a distinguished Revolution-

ary soldier, lived in the house now owned by the widow
)f David Bothwell. There were also two families of

Meekers and one of Ogdens.

At what period the North District had its first set-

tlers cannot now be certainly ascertained. No settle-

ments were made above the Front of Lots highway

before the Long Lots, as they are called, were laid

mt. There is no evidence of any settlement before

1700, about which time some three or four fiimilies

settled in Cross highway, and, within three or four

•ears after, five or six families in the North District,

bf the first settlers were John Colcy, the progenitor

•if all the Coleys of tlxat district, who had a small

Souse on the south of Adam's mill. Nathan More-

house built a house a little west of John Gray's barn,

jsucceeded by his son, Jabez Morehouse, who, in Sep-

.'rnber, 1738, married Sarah, daughter of Joseph

.gden. Jabez was a blacksmith, and occupied the

oJd place, working at his trade near fifty years.

Voseph Ogden built a grain- and saw-mill on the

jnk of Aspetuck River, which came afterwards into

'"he possession of his son Humphrey. This mill stood

until 1801, when it was demolished. It wsm the fiwt

grist-mill built witliin tin- limits of Westport. Joseph

Gorham, about 17110, built the old house afterwanlH

occupied by his so)i Siiubad to the time of his death,

about 180G. It stood until 1817. In 1778 the occu-

pant of this house, Shubad Gorham, reccivc'l two

long, well-written letters, j)urporting to have been

written from heaven by his deceased father, which

produced much excitement in the vicinity, and wa.s

thesul)ject of Consociation occasionally for fifty years

afterwards. Copies may yet be found. .Teremiah

Sturges built a house where now stands the house of

H. M. Coley. There was also a large family Ijy the

name of Beers, and another of tlie name of Guyre.

THE PIONEER SCHOOLS.

In about 1740 the first 'school-house wa.s built,

which stood until 1790, when a new one was erected.

The style or dimensions of the first are not known,

but if it was not equal to the second, it was no great

credit to the first settlers. The second stood upon the

highway, about half-way between the jire-ent liouses

occupied by Mrs. Goodsell and her son, Ileman B.,

and Eliphalet Gray. It was about twenty feet square,

with eight-feet posts, a chimney l)uilt of stone and

clay in the northeast corner, no ceiling or chamber-

floor, a door in the southwest corner opening into tiie

room, a fifteen-light window of seven-by-nine glass

in each square, not plastered for more than twenty

years after it was built. I think it was in 1818 when

the old chimney was taken down, the house pla>terod,

a box-stove procured, and other improvements made.

As few boys were in school in the summer season over

eight or nine years of age, it might well be said their

education was obtained under diflicultie;. In 1841 a

new and much better house was built a:id more cen-

trally located. If we go back in the history of this

district to 1800, there were within its limits twenty-

three dwelling-houses, with an enumeration of over

fifty children between the ages of four and sixteen

years. LTp to that time, and for some years after,

spelling, reading, writing, and arithmetic only were

taught in the district school, and it was not before

1812 that teachers were required to pass an examina-

tion in English grammar. The first teacher that in-

troduced the study of grammar into the North Dis-

trict school was a young man from Simsbury. by the

name of Oliver Cromwell Phelps. In the winter of

1802-3, after considerable talk with the parents, and

much urging, he succeeded in obtaining two, and by

sending to New Haven procured two copies of Noah
Webster's grammar, and the strange study w as com-

menced. Phelps taught the school two winters, but

made no additions to his grammar class. For three

years following the school wa-; taught by one Josejdi

Lockwood, with no grammar class,—indeed, the teach-

ers knew nothing about it. The winter terms of 180(.>

and 1807 were by Jeremiah Rowland, who had a class

in grammar of four or tivo, and Lindley Murray's
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grammar was introduced, and something in the way

of geography and history was commenced. Noah
Webster's " Elements of Universal Knowledge" served

for reading and study. The two following winters

Charles Lockwood was the teacher, with some further

advancement in the exercises, but it was not before

1820 that an atlas with a geography was found in any

cammon school. The wages of school-teachers were,

for males, for the winter terms, from nine to twelve

dollars per month, and board around with the pro-

prietors according to the number of scholars attend-

ing, and for females, in the summer, four to six dol-

lars per month, the month to be not less than four

weeks, and five and a half days of not less than six

hours to the week per day.

Among the early settlers of our town frequent con-

troversies arose regarding the location of their school-

houses and the character and qualifications of the

teachers. As late as 1796, at a school-society meet-

ing, it was voted that the society be divided into four

districts. The divisions were made by a line from

Greenfield west, passing the house of David Burr and

the house of Benjamin Allen to Saugatuck River, and

by a line from Weston boundary south, including the

house of Silas Burr, east of the house of Gideon Couch,

to the sea, to be designated as the northeast, north-

west, southeast, and southwest districts. This divi-

sion, however, appears not to have been satisfactory,

as, at an adjourned meeting of the school society,

held the 17th of November, 1798, it was voted that

Cross highway be set otf as a new district, from

Greenfield line west, to include Phineas ChaiJinau,

and south, to include Daniel Brotherton, David Beers,

and David Sherwood, Jr., and ai^pointed John Ogden
school committee. The spring following, 1799, they

built a school-house. It stood directly opposite the

house Avhere Henry Monroe now lives. It might be

supposed that land at that period was not so valuable

as to prevent the jjurchase of a few rods for the first

school-house
;
yet the house was set upon the high-

way, and there stood thirty-six years. It was for the

time a comfortable house, about the size of the North

District house, mentioned above. Among the early

school-teachers, although at a much later date than

the above, are the names of Swords, Hanford, Ben-

nett, Jennings, and, particularly in 1811 and 1812,

Stephen Olmstead, a very good teacher.

REVOLUTIONARY INCIDENTS.

THE GALLANT SEVENTEEN.

Although Westport did not share the fate of Nor-

walk and Fairfield, still the town suffered severely,

and here, in what is now Compo Street, was spilled the

first British blood on the memorable march of the red-

coats to Danbury, in April, 1777.

On the afternoon of the 25th of April, 1777, a fleet

of vessels were seen coming up the Sound. It was

supposed their destination was farther eastward until

they were seen rounding the eastern end of the reef i

off Caukeen Island just at night. Alarm-guns were

fired, and early in the evening a few men of the

militia company of Weston met at a tavern kept by
Ebenezer Ogden, in Cross highway. When their

services might be required they knew not. In the

course of the night they learned that the regulars

were coming up the street and would soon be in

sight. The number of the militia at the time, about

half-past twelve a.m., had increased to seventeen, but

without an officer of any grade, and no one of their

number had ever been in battle. In front of where

is now the mansion of Mrs. H. A. Birdsall was a well-

erected stone wall, and from behind this wall they

agreed to make a stand and give the British at least

one shot. Each man loaded his gun with ball, and

those who had them buckshot in addition, and took

their places, fii'st selecting one of their number to

give the word fire. They expected the fire would

cause a momentary halt of the enemy and a return

fire, protection from which was the fence, behind

which they were to drop as soon as they had fired,

and after receiving the return fire each man was to

take care of himself When the head of the army
reached a little elevation in the highway, nearly in

front of the house occupied by the late Capt. Elwood,

and at not more than sixteen rods' distance, the word

fire was given, and the seventeen discharged their

well-aimed muskets. The effect was one killed and

a major and two or three others wounded. The
killed and wounded were put into an ox-cart, belong-

ing to a Mr. Bennett, and sent down to the shipping.

As expected, the army halted and returned the fire.

To use the expression of the narrator, " The bullets

rattled against the fence like hail against a glass

window. As soon they had received the enemy's fire

each man ran, taking his own way. I ran up north

and crossed the highway where it branches, about

forty rods above where we fired, into a field east of the

road, and had gone some forty rods or so when, know-

ing nothing of flank guard to an ai-my, as I had nearly

reached the top of a hill I discovered a company of

about sixty men within not more than twenty rods of

me. I turned and ran down the hill. I heard the

word halt behind me, which I disregarded, and the

whole company fired at but overshot me. Fortunately,

a little to my right was a thick alder-swamp, into

which, without any fear of wet feet, I dove, until

near the centre I crawled into a thick bush of alders

and lay low. The red-coats came down to the swamp,

turned to the left, and went along. I kept my place

until I was sure the army had passed, then went

home."

The following is taken from the Westporter, under

date April 29, 1876 :

"About four o'clock in the afternoon of the 25th of

April, 1777, a fieet of twenty-six sail, containing from

two thousand to two thousand five hundred British

troops, commanded by Gen. Tryon, came to anchor

at the mouth of the Saugatuck River, and the troops



WESTPORT. 815

were landed on Compo Beach, from whence they com-

menced their march on Danhury. The yeomanry of

the neighborhood had assembled to resist them, but a

few cannon-shot made them give way, and tlie troops

marched up Compo Street, galled by a scattering fire

from behind stone fences. At the head of Compo
Street, where the Alden House now stands, there

stood a barn, in front of which was a stone fence,

behind which lay eighteen patriots, who, as the ad-

vance of the enemy were in the vicinity of where

Mr. James Quigg's house now stands, discharged

their eighteen pieces in the faces of the foe, and ran

across tlie lots in different directions.

" But the foe were in a patriotic neighborhood. Gen.

Silliman, of the Connecticut militia, wlio resided in

Fairfield, sent out expresses, and the country was soon

aroused. Gen. Arnold, who was at New Haven,

hearing of the British inroad, mounted his horse,

and, accompanied by Gen. Wooster and Lieut. Os-

wald, of the artillery, with three field-pieces, has-

tened to join Gen. Silliman. As they spurred forward,

every farm-house sent out its warrior. In the mean
while the enemy, marching all night, reached Danbury
at two o'clock in the afternoon of the 26th, which jjlace

they pillaged and then burned. Meanwhile the pa-

triots were gathering. Gen. Silliman had advanced

at the head of five hundred. Gens. Wooster and

Arnold joined him, making in all six hundred men.

Retarded by a heavy rain, they reached Bethel near

midnight, where they halted to take a little repose

and put their arms in order, rendered almost unser-

viceable by the rain. Gen. Wooster took command,
and at dawn detached Arnold, with four hundred

men, to push across the country and take post at

Ridgefield, by which the British must pass, while he,

with the two hundred, remained to hang on and

harass them in flank and rear. As soon as the

British had passed his position, Wooster attacked the

rear guard with great spirit and effect
;
sharp skir-

mishing continued until within two miles of Ridge-

field, where, as tlie veteran was cheering on his men,

a musket-ball brought him down from his horse and

finished his gallant career. Upon this his men re-

treated in disorder. The delay his attack had occa-

sioned the enemy had given Arnold time to throw up

a kind of breastwork across tlie north end of Ridge-

field Street, where he took his stand Avith his little

force, now increased to about five hundred men. At
about eleven o'clock the enemy advanced in column.

They were kept at bay for a time, and received several

volleys of shot from the barricades, until it was out-

flanked, when Arnold ordered a retreat. Tryon in-

trenched for the night in Ridgefield. The next

morning, after having fired four houses, he continued

his march for the ships.

" Arnold was again in the field, and posted himself

on the enemy's route at Old Hill, near where ]\Irs.

Brinkerhoff''s house now stands. When the enemy
came in sight of Arnold's position they changed their

route, and, guided liy a Tory named .Jolm Bennett,

made for a ford of the Saugatuck liiver, near where

Kelly's mill now stands. Arjiold hastened to cross

the King Street bridge and take them in the flank,

but they were too quick for him, aw they had gained

the rocks in front of where Lees' mattress-factory now
stands, and i)laced their cannon so as to rake the

bridge, which j>osition they held until their main

body were well on the way towards their ships.

Finding themselves hard pressed, the enemy paslied

for Compo Hill (where the residence of S. M. Burn-

ham now stands), arriving in the evening without a

round of ammunition in their cartridge-boxes, but,

being within cannon-shot of the sliijis, the Americans

ceased the pursuit. The enemy were then reinforced

by marines from the ships, who attacked the fatigued

patriots, killing a large number, and then effected

their embarkation. The exact number of Americans

killed is unknown, but twcnfy-tvxj bodies are known
to have been buried in one grave on the beach, and

afterwards three more bodies were discovered in a

house near the Furnian place. During the engage-

ment a young man was killed whose gravestone can

still be seen in the old cemetery at Green's Farms,

with the following inscription

:

"
' Lieut. Saiiuid Elmer,

BOU to Col. Samuel Elmer,

of Sh.iron,

was killed at Fuirfield fighting for

the Liherty of his Country,

April 2S th. 1777.

in tho '2."ith. year of his age.

" ' Our youthful Hero, bold in anus.

His country's ca\ise his bosom warms

To s.ive her rights, fiind to engage,

AuJ guanl her fioni a Tyrant's rage,

Flies to ye fiulil of Blood and Death,

And gloriously resigns his Breath.'

"

HIGHWAYS.

About the first move made by the business men of

this town to open new highways was in ISOfl,—a direct

highway opened from that part of Weston then usually

called North Fairfield (now Easton). From Job

Perry's mill, down the valley of Aspetuck River to

Jonathan Coley's mill, and thence, in a straight line,

to a point on the first cross-highway, near the present

residence of James Smibcrt, would measure less than

five miles, and would make a very level road, while

the then traveled highway between the same i>oints

measured more than seven miles, and was very hilly.

The proposcii route was the present highway through

Keteham's Plains. As the town boundaries then were,

one-fourth of a mile would bo in Norwalk, about two

and one-fourth miles in Weston, and the remainder in

Fairfield. A highway so obviously noeessary for

public travel and convenience, we now think, should

have met with no opposition. Yet a petition to the

County Court in to lay it out met with the

united opposition of the whole three towns and was

defeated. The next move was to open the upper part

of the proposed now highway, from the second cross-
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highway, a little east of Jonathan Coley's mill, to in-

tersect the highway from Redding Ridge to Fairfield,

north of Perry's mill. This Avould be about one and

five-eighths miles in Fairfield and one and three-

eighths miles in Weston, and for this purpose a peti-

tion was brought to the County Court in 1815. This

petition met with little opposition from Weston, but

with the most determined opposition from Fairfield.

Southport was alarmed at the idea of Saugatuck being

brought, by this new highway, nearer to North Fair-

field, Redding Ridge, and Newtown than to their

place. The court, however, granted the prayer of

the petitioners, and appointed a committee to lay out

the highway and assess the damages to the land-

owners. There was no assessment of benefits in those

days, or the benefits would have been found to greatly

exceed the damages. The committee laid out the

highway and made their rej^ort in 1816. The report

was met by remonstrances against its acceptance, and

all other means which the ingenuity of lawyers could

invent, but unsuccessftiUy. Weston made their part

of the road, but Faii'field did nothing. The court

finally appointed 'Squire Adams a suitable person to

make said new highway. Adams m^de the road.

Fairfield refused to pay the bill. Questions were

raised about the legality of the proceedings. The
matter went to the Superior Court, and from that to

the Court of Errors, but in the end Fairfield was

defeated. It was not till 1820, however, that Adams
got his money. In obtaining this improvement in

the means of communication with North Fairfield,

the eastern part of Redding, and Newtown, much
time and money were spent by its projectors, all of

whom are now dead. The most prominent and active

were Ebenezer Jesup, Samuel B. Sherwood, Eliphalet

Swift, Stephen Morehouse, Thomas F. RoAvland, Lewis

Raymond, Dan Taylor, and Seymour Taylor. "For
many years after," says the late 'Squire Gray, "the

people of Fairfield seemed to owe this highway a

special spite, and would make no repairs upon it ex-

cept upon complaint from the State's attorney.

Down to the time Westport was incorporated as a

town, in 1835, I do not remember ever attending a

town-meeting in Fairfield without hearing some hard

things spoken of this ' infamous Saugatuck road,' as

it was termed. It appeared to be a studied subject of

one of the selectmen, Robert Wilson, to make a ha-

rangue on the iniquity of that infamous Saugatuck

road."
EARLY MERCHANTS.

Tradition says that the first store in the village of

Westport was near the west end of the old or upper

bridge.

The first store on the west side of the river stood

upon the dock, where the small house occupied for

the last twenty years by John Allen stands. In 1798

it was occupied by Joel Scribner, and in 1801 sold by

Scribner to James Hurlbutt. About 1804 it came
into the hands of Henry Haydock, of New York, was

sold by Haydock to Daniel Nash, and by Nash to

Lewis Raymond, who was its occupant until 1815,

during a large part of which time a market-boat was
run from it. It was then sold to Taylor Hui'lbutt,

used as a store down to 1830, and demolished about

1850.

,
An early merchant in Westport was Ebenezer

Jesup, who kept in the old "red store," on premises

now owned by a grandson. John S. Pearsall was a

prominent merchant from 1785 to 1805. Gershom
Bradley and Levi T. Downs were also early mer-

chants.
INNS.

One of the early taverns was kept by the father of

the late Esquire Disbrow during Revolutionary times

in the old Hezekiah Wakeman place, recently torn

down, and upon the site of which now stands the Me-
morial church. Gen. Washington and staff stopped

here on their way to Boston. When here the general's

supper consisted of a plain bowl of bread and milk.

Often, when passing through this place, Gen. Wash-
ington stopped with Col. Marvin, an officer in the

Continental army, who lived about a mile west of the

village, on premises now owned by David M. Martin.

The road leading by this house, over the old bridge

above the village and by the Disbrow tavern, was the

traveled route between New York and Boston, and

was called the king's highway.

EARLY REGULATIONS.—THE WHIPPING-POST.—
SLAVES, Etc.

In the early days the laws were very severe. For

very small crimes or off'enses people were fined or

taken to the whipping-post. Many were fined for a

breach of the Sabbath, such as riding out for pleasure,

sporting, fishing, etc., while others were warned out

of town for conduct unbecoming good citizens.

The old whipping-post stood on the green near

Green's Farms church, and was used until within a

few years for a sign-post. It has now rotted away.

Slaves were owned in town, but were seldom sold at

auction made at these times, but repeated instances

were known of their being sold at private sale or

traded off, as cattle are in these days. The slaves,

however, generally remained in families where they

were born.
EARLY CUSTOMS.

The wardrobe of a lady in the early days, as now,

was of considerable consequence, and if she had a

good stock of linens, woolens, and home-made stock-

ings she was almost an heiress. The ladies, therefore,

were very anxious to display these powerful attrac-

tions to the greatest advantage, and the best rooms in

the house were always hung round with abundance of

homespun, the manufacture and the property of the

females. Saturday night was religiously observed.

Marriages were not solemnized on Friday or Satur-

day, as Friday was an unlucky and hangman's day,

and Saturday evenings were devoted to religious prep-

aration for the Sabbath.
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Balls and parties Avere common, including spinning-,

husking-, apple-paring-, and quilting-parties.

The men wore the powdered hair as queues, and the

ladies decorated their heads with high horn or shell

combs, wore short dresses of home-made woolen cloth

and linsey-woolsey ajirons, and no one bothered their

heads with bustles, hoops, or waterfalls.

PHYSICIANS.

The first jjhysician in this town was Joseph Chap-

man, who lived in the Poj^lar Plain District. A con-

temporary of Dr. Chapman was Ebenezer Jesup,

of Green's Farms, father of the late Maj. Ebenezer

Jesup and of Edward Jesup, who were many years

ago successful merchants in Westport.

The first i^hysician who located in Westport was a

Dr. Porter, in 1799 or '80. He however remained but

a short time.

The first permanent physician was David Rich-

mond, of honored memory. He was born and edu-

cated in Vermont, and commenced jiractice in New
Canaan in 1801, in the following year removed to

this place, and soon acquired an extensive practice,

principally in the towns of Norwalk, Fairfield, Wil-

ton, and Weston.

Dr. Tolcott Banks was an early practitioner, and

j)artner with Dr. Richmond. Dr. George Blackmau
married a daughter of Dr. Richmond, and was during

a long period a successful practitioner. Drs. Burr

and Jancy were also in practice here. The present

physicians are Frederick Powers and Geoi'ge B.

Bouton.

Among the lawyers who have practiced here are

mentioned the names of Samuel B. Sherwood, Eli-

phalet Swift, James C. Loomis, Samuel Chamberlain,

Theodore Kellogg, M. L. Mason, M. W. Wilson,

AVesley Lyon, William K. Seeley, James R. Jesup,

E. M. Lees, Albert Relyea, Joseph G. Hyatt.

MANUFACTURINa.

Sixty years ago nearly every house in village or

country was a manufactory, and nearly every woman,
old or young, an operative. He was a poor fanner

who did not raise flax suflicient to make all the linen

goods required for the use of his family, and a poor

man, farmer, mechanic, or laborer, who was not the

owner of sheep. In clear, dry weather in February

or early March you would hardly pass a farmer's

barn without seeing a man hard at work on a coarse-

looking instrument, called a crackle, breaking flax,

to separate the wood part from the fibre, and another

man twirling a wheel with five arms to chaw the flax

from what was called the shives. In the house you

would see, in one corner of a wide, old-fashioned fire-

place, a young lady sitting at what was called a double

Avheel spinning thread ; in the other corner an elderly

lady, witli two cards in her hands, jn-oparing the tow

hatcheled from the flax for a difl'ercnt kind of wheel,

called a (jreat wheel, exercise upon which was not un-

frc()uently prescribed by old phyfjicians a« conducive

to the liealtii of young girls. By the 1st of June, the

spinning of llax and tow being coinidetcd, came the

spinning of wool, which wa» continued mf>»t of the

balance of the year. In al)out every fourth or fifth

house, in a small room or chamber, fitted uj* for the

purpose, would be found a loom with a young lady

weaving thread or woolen yarn. In this- way, and

from these domestic manufactories, nearly all the

cloths for wearing apparel ol' both males an'l females,

as well as bcdclothing and many other purpo.ses, were

obtained. And so far from employments of this

nature being thought mean or vulgar, a young woman
could have no better recommendation for matrimony

than the great numljer of ])iurs of sheet<, pillow-

cases, blankets, etc., she could show of her own spin-

ning and weaving.

In 1805 the first carding-machinc fitrolialiiy in the

country) was set up in a small ljuilding by one Josh

Scribner, which caused quite an excitement for miles

around. It was a great curiosity, and peojjle ciinie

for many miles around to see it. It would do the

work of twenty women and make better rolls, and

was indeed considered wonderful. A few years after,

another machine, for spinning wool, was introduced,

called the spinning-jenny. Dr. Richmond, .John

Taylor, and some others patronized the invention, but

it never paid.

Cotton-manufacturing in Westport was due to the

war with Great Britain of 1812-15, and to Dr.

David Richmond, who was a manufacturing enthusi-

ast. By great exertion he succeeded in forming a

company in 1814 which obtained from the Legislature

an act of incorporation by the name of Saugatuck

Manufacturing Company, the shares to be one hundred

dollars each, and capital not to exceed two hundred

thousand dollars. Under this charter about seventy-

five thousand dollars were subscribed, and the stone

mill erected, machinery procured, and business com-

menced under the supervision of Lewis Raymond,

Esq., early in 1815,—a most unfortunate time, as the

war terminated in February of that year. During

the war every description of manufiictured goods

were enormously high; cotton goods that now soil at

ten cents a yard were worth in Soptombor, 1814, more

than one dollar. Had the war continued two or three

years longer the enterprise would probably have been

successful, but immediately on the proclamation of

peace the lai'ge stock of goods in England, manu-
factured for the American market, which had greatly

accumulated during the war, were rushed into our

coiuitry to be sold at any price, with the two-fold ob-

ject of getting rid of old stocks and breaking down
American manufiieturing. The Saugatuck Company
attempted to stem the advei-se ctirront. but soon got

in debt. The discouraged stockholders refused to i>ay

installments, and in 1S18, at the meeting of the stock-

holders, it was voted to sell the whole property of the

company at auction, and it was knocked down at a



818 HISTORY OP FAIRFIELD COUNTY, COXNECTICUT.

sum little exceeding four thousand dollars, about

enough to puj its indebtedness, leaving nothing for

the poor stockholders. The purchasers were a few of

the stockholders, who had agreed to form a new com-

pany, of whom the largest in interest were Ebenezer

Jesup, David Richmond, Moses Judah, and E. Cor-

nell, who were with others, by act of the Legislature,

incorporated under the name of the Richmondville

Manufacturing Company in 1819. The manufactory

was burned March 16, 1879.

A new company was formed in 1828, of which the

prominent stockholders were Eben Jesup, William

H. Jesup, Samuel Avery, Hezekiah Allen, Lewis

Raymond, Edward M. Morgan, and others. They
obtained an act of incori^oration in 1829, under the

name of The Branch Manufacturing Company, capi-

tal not to exceed two hundred thousand dollars. The
capital subscribed and actually paid in was only forty

thousand dollars. This company purchased the old

mills and water-privilege of Samuel Coley, and erected

the building now Kelley's mill, and put into it the

requisite machinery for spinning and weaving cotton

goods. An Englishman named Shawcross was some

way concerned in the business. Work commenced in

the mill, under the general superintendence of Wil-

liam H. Jesup, in the fall of 1829, and for two or

three years was supposed to be doing moderately well,

although few and small dividends were made. The
Compromise Bill, as it was called, passed by Congress

in 1833 to quiet Southern nullification, dampened the

spirit of manufacturing, and told heavily upon small

establishments like the Branch. The stock ran down.

Instead of stopf)ing and waiting for more favorable

times, the mill was kept running, latterly under the

management of Capt. H. Allen, but early in 1841 a

crisis was reached. The property had been some time

mortgaged for several thousand dollars to Jesup Wake-
man, of Southport. The stockholders refused to pay

the installment required to pay the debts, and Wake-
man petitioned for foreclosure of his mortgage. In

February, 1841, the whole property, mill, houses,

water-privilege, machinery, and about twelve acres of

land, was sold to Capt. Allen for the sum of five thou-

sand dollars. Capt. Allen continued operations at the

mill to near the time of his death, in 1850. The prop-

erty was subsequently sold to William Wood for

twenty-one hundred dollars, subject to a balance of

Wakeman's mortgage. Wood sold the machinery out

of the mill, and the mill for the purjiose it is now
used.

William and John Wood, about 1847, erected a

mill for making cotton wadding, at a considerable

cost, Avliich would probably have paid well had not

the fire-fiend claimed it.

Taking the business of cotton-manufacturing in

Westport, from its commencement in 1815 to 1850, it

is evident the losses will vastly exceed the gain.

Whatever benefit the public derived from it, the

stockholders suffered.

COMMERCI.\L.

From the early settlement of Connecticut to a time

not very remote Fairfield County was the largest

grain-growing county in the State, and the towns of

Fairfield, Norwalk, AVilton, Weston, and Redding

the best in the county. Seventy-five or eighty years

ago, of every one hundred of the male population

not less than eighty-five were farmers. Tlie princi-

pal, almost the entire, source from which money was

obtained was the products of the soil. The men of

that period were not eight-hour men, but sunrise-to-

sunset men,—robust, hard-laboring, industrious fel-

lows, obtaining from the earth annually large quanti-

ties of I'ye, corn, oats, flax-seed, etc., beyond what was

required for home consumption, for which a market

was sought, and wherever was a convenient place for

lading and unlading vessels, a store or stores were

erected. Saugatuck River being navigable farther up

from the Sound than any other in Fairfield County,

its head of navigable water (notwithstanding the un-

favorable surface) was selected as a suitable place for

commencing business; here, according to tradition,

the first store was built near the upper bridge, and

the second a little below where now stands Tom Mil-

ler's barber-shop. What the amount of exports were

at the beginning of the present century can only be

conjectured, but from my recollection of the numbers

of vessels employed, and the show of loaded teams

from the country, not less than one hundred thousand

bushels of grain, corn, rye, and oats, and considerable

quantities of flax-seed, dressed flax, butter, etc., were

annually shipped from here, the rye mostly to Bos-

ton, Providence, and other Eastern ports. A great

deal of the corn raised at that period was kiln-dried,

ground, and put up in hogsheads of eight hundred

pounds each for the West Indian market. Nearly

every mill within five miles of the shore had a kiln

for that purpose. Quite a business also was carried

on with the West Indies. The brig "Atlantic" was

built by E. & D. Coley, for Beattie & Raymond and

some others, for this trade, and continued in it until

lost coming from Turk's Island, laden with salt. A
large sloop called the " Sally," built by Capt. Stephen

Thorpe, was also in this trade, and occasionally some

other vessels.

The market-boat business commenced in 1806.

Rowland & Barlow and Capt. Samuel Pearsal built a

vessel for that purpose called the " Pedler." She

was to make weekly trips to and from New York,

carrying any articles of produce or materials that

might offer, and sell the same on a commission, usu-

ally of eight per cent., or a penny on a shilling, and

for the accommodation of passengers had a better

than usual fitted-up cabin : price of passage, fifty

cents. The business was found to pay, and in 1814,

L. T. & S. E. Downs bought a sloop called the

" Diana" for the same business, and built a new ves-

sel, the "Intrepid," in 1815, and in 1817, G. Bradley

' & Co. built the " Iris" for like trade. Before the
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Housatonic Railroad was opened there was consider-

able freight from New Milford and Newtown, and

—

until the Danhury and Norwalk Railroad—much of

the freight of Danbury and Bethel. If we could go

back, say to 1825 or 1830, and stej) on board of one of

those boats as it was about to leave, in the month of

April or May, we should see in the hold one hundred

to two hundred bushels of oats, ten to twenty bags of

rye flour, one hundred to one hundred and fifty tubs

of butter (averaging about twelve pounds each), five

to ten barrels of eggs, fifty or more boxes of hats,

boxes of combs, boxes of axes, and any quantity of

bundles of unknown contents. On deck we should

see five to ten calves, and in the cabin or on the

quarter-deck ten to fifteen passengers. On her return

we should find bales of mackerel, barrels of logwood

and other articles for the hatters, two or three thou-

sand Rio Grande (or perhaps city) green horns for the

comb-makers, and not unfrequently several hogsheads

of rum, pipes of brandy, and barrels of gin for the gro-

cers, a few barrels of wheat flour, dry-goods boxes,

molasses, sugar, etc.

CHAPTER LXXXIII.

WESTPORT (Continued).

ECCLESIASTICAL.

Congregational Cliurcli, Gi'cen's Farnis—Congregational, Sangatnck

—

Metliotlist Episcopal—Church of the Holy Trinity—Christ Chnrcli

—

Universalist Church.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.*'

In the town of Westport, Green's Farms seems

to be the oldest j^arish and settlement. The Indian

name was Machamux, which in time was corrupted

from the original and impi-oved into Maxiinus. The
people near the centre of Fairfield called this west

settlement the Farms at Bankside. Afterwards a

public-spirited man in this settlement, named Jolin

Green, was honored by its being called Green's Farms,

which was recognized as such in 1832 ; it was gener-

ally spoken of as the Fairfield West parish till after

the Revolution.

This settlement was begun in 1648, when " it was

agreed that Thomas Newton, Henry Gray, and John
Green shall have liberty to sit down and inhabit at

Machamux." Daniel Frost and Francis Aiulrews

were added to the three, which were the proi^rietors

of the settlement for twenty years. Their lands and

residences were near the shore, extending from the

place of the late Mr. Phipps westward, and when they

died were buried on Mosquito Hill. Daniel Frost

lived east on a point of land which took its name
from him, Frost Point. Of the settlers, Newton fled

to the Dutch owing to some misdemeanor on his

part. Gray has representatives to-day in Westport, as

* By Mrs. Kato E. Porry.

is indicated by Miss Gray's popular school. Francii*

Andrews was represented by Daniel Andrews and the

sons of Ebenezer Andrews, late of Chicago, wlio lie

under massive monuments in the lower cenieterj'.

.Tolin Green lias not a representative, though lie was

mentioned last in 1728. Joiin Green, Jr., lived in

Stiimford, which may account for it.

In 1711 there were eighty-eight persons in C <m]>o,

and in Maximus one hundred and eighty-two,—in all

two hundred and seventy persons,—-who had to travel

from two and a half to eiglit miles to attend diurch,

which must be done on foot, horseback, or in ox-carts.

Parish privileges were granted May, 1711 ; the rec-

ords begin at this date. Rev. Daniel Chapman was the

first pastor, with a salary of seventy pounds, although

the church was not organized till four years later. In

1713 it was voted that a house should be built for the

minister, forty-two feet long; twenty feet wide, two

stories higli, and a cellar under one end, two chamber

chimneys ; for covering, shingles four and a half feet,

and to be set on six acres of land. This house stood

on Mr. Bedford's land, near the old well.

The church was organized in 1714 witii seven mem-
bers: Thomas Nash, .lohn Andrews, Samuel ('oucii,

Henry Gray, Joshua Jennings, (said to be spelled on

the church record "Goshshew Jinnins"), Jonathan

Squire, and Joseph Lockwood. The way churches

were then organized in Connecticut wa.s to choose

from their number seven prominent individuals, who

were called the seven i)illars. These seven entere<l

into covenant and formed the ehurcli ; then the rest

united with them on i)rofession of faith.

Rev. Daniel Chapman, the first pastor, was the son

of . Deacon Nathaniel Chapman, of Saybrook, and

grandson of Robert Chapman, one of the first settlers

of that town. He was born 168!>; graduated from

Yale College, 1707. He married Grissel Lovel, or

Lovewell, of the island of Cape Breton. Ho inherited

several tracts of land in Saybrook, and fifteen hun-

dred acres in Hebron. Little is known of him as a

preacher. He was pastor here twenty-six years. He
was dismissed in 1741, having near that time been
" overtaken with too much drink."

It was then a discourtesy to refuse to part^ike from

the decanters which always stood on the sidelward,

so his case is no wonderment. He died in Green's

Farms soon after this. He had seven children, one

of whom, Phineas, married Sarah Ketchum and set-

tled in the paiish. He was taken prisoner at his own
house while loading his goods into an ox-cart to eii-

capq with his family from the British. His treat-

ment while a prisoner resulted in his death. He was

a captain in the Revolutionary war. He died at his

home in 1782. He also had two sons, ilaj. AUvrt

and Lieut. James Chapman, who were officeis in the

same war. Their descendants are yet in this town,

and are scattered through the country, and are spoken

of as the "big guns" of the nation.

In 1736 the house (church) was too inadequate.
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In 1738 a new one was raised, but was not finished till

several years later. The members had pew spots as-

signed them according to their rank in society ; each

had to build his own pew.

Rev. Daniel Buckingham, born in Milford, 1713,

graduated at Yale College, 1735, succeeded Mr.

Chapman in 1742. His salary was five hundred

pounds. At this time there was a great depreciation

in money, bvit as that decreased they increased his

salary. In 1756 the parish was divided by petition

of the northern part, and was called the Fairfield

Northwest parish,—now Norfield, in AVeston. In

1756 five men of this parish died in the army in the

French-and-Indian war. They were Abel Fountain,

David Hendricks, Jethro Morehouse, Phineas Squire,

and Thomas Sherwood.

The Sherwoods are numerous now in this section.

An uncommon occurrence was noted among them
this fall (1880), when three triplet brothers, Francis,

Frederic, and Franklin Sherwood, gave a party to

celebrate their seventieth birthday. Seventy-five

people were present, and were arranged at three

tables, one of each brothers doing the honors to the

guests at his table.

Rev. Mr. Buckingham (a name cherished in the

State, and to which Governor Buckingham added

lustre) died in 1766. Rev. Hezekiah Ripley, the

third minister, succeeded Mr. Buckingham in 1767,

and occupied the pulpit here for more than fifty

years. Mr. Ripley was born in Windham, Conn., in

1743. His grandfather was one of the early settlers

of Massachusetts, and his grandmother was the

daughter of the famous Governor Bradford, of Ply-

mouth. He graduated at Yale College in 1763.

The most memorable period in the history of the

parish during his ministry was the time of the Revo-

lutionary war, as it was continually liable to destruc-

tion while the British had possession of Long Island.

The parish was invaded by them twice, and proba-

bly would the third time, had not one of the farmers,

who had a terrible voice, used it so effectually as to

cause them to desist and return to their boats. It

was towards night, when he was out for his cattle, and,

seeing the move of the Britisli, he began to give com-
mand, as if he had his forces near. The British,

hearing him and fearing they might be overcome,

yielded to the successful strategy, and Compo and the

Farms were saved that time.

On July 8, 1779, after Tryon's forces left Fairfield

ruined, they fired every dwelling in the loAver part of

the parish for more than a mile. One or two houses

were saved, where the flames were extinguished.

They burnt the church and the buildings, clothing,

furniture, and provisions of the following persons

:

Rev. Hezekiah Rijjley, Nathan Godfrey, Grummond
Morehouse, Dr. Ebenezer Jessup, Simon Couch,Widow
Eunice Morehouse, Ebenezer Morehouse, George Bat-

terson, John Davis, Abraham Andrews, Widow Sarah

Andrews, Jessup Wakeman, Gideon Morehouse, and

Moses Kent. The last named occupied the home of the

late Francis L. Hedenberg, but his house must have

been elsewhere in the parish. His wife was Mary
Wakeman, who lived a little north of the house of the

late Burr Jennings,—probably the Wakeman house,

now standing, which has considerable local celebrity,

and is without doubt the oldest house in AVestport.

A copy of one of the early issues of the New York
Herald Avas recently found there, and forwarded to

the New York Herald ofiice. It was a happy circum-

stance at the ofiice
;
they immediately reproduced it

and scattered it over the world again. The house in

Saugatuck of Moses Kent is in good repair ; it was

modernized several years ago, and here Mr. Hedenberg

married Mary Burr Thorp, March, 1826, and in 1876

they held their golden wedding. Their son, Gould

Burr Hedenberg, and his wife, Mary (Wood) Heden-
berg, held their silver wedding simultaneously in the

same house. F. L. Hedenberg was a native of Ngav-

ark, N. J., and his mother * Avas active against the

Hessians.

The church being burnt, Avorship Avas held several

years in private houses. TJae first year they agreed

to meet in the house of Daniel Burr, the grandfather

of Daniel Burr, Avho lived in the old house near Mr.

William Burr. The third church of this parish Avas

built betAveen 1783 and 1789. Deacon Thomas Nash,

Avho occupied the first house at the Avest, Avith its

piazzas and banisters fronting the south, Avith its

noble elms in front (later the home of Mr. Daniel

Burr), gave the land, and seemed to be filled Avith the

spirit of progress characteristic of his father and

grandfather. He Avas a man of indomitable Avill, and,

having some difiiculty Avith the society, he left and

joined the Episcopal Church.

For this third church application Avas made to the

Legislature for assistance, Avhich was only granted in

giving them their proportion of the five hundred

thousand acres of fir lands, lying in the Avilderness of

Ohio, granted by the State to compensate those Avho

had suffered from the Avar. A tax of ninepence on

the pound Avas levied, the fir lands sold, the par-

sonage and school funds borrowed, the society pledg-

ing to pay the interest annually ; the principal has

never been heard of since.

Rev. Mr. Ripley was chaplain in the Continental

army, attending to his parish simultaneously. In

the Revolution he lost his house, furniture, and a

portion of his library. During public service alarm-

ing tidings Avere frequently received, therefore per-

sons Avere stationed at such points to give Avarning of

* Charles Herlenberg was a native of Sweden, wlio adopted the United

Colonies for his home, as he m:irried Jane Vanalst, of New York City.

He followed the sea. By diligence and industry he became captain, and

finally owner, of the ship. He died atsea, May 11, 1768, leaving a widow

and two sons, from whom have descended all there are in the United

States bearing that name. One of tliese, Cliarles, was honored with a

document, presented in 1787, by James Duane, Esq., Mayor of New York

City, called the " Freedom of the City." This paper fell to his son, F. L.

Hedenberg, who preserved it with great care.
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the approach of the enemy. In 1790 he was chosen

a member of the corporation of Yale College, which

he continued twenty-seven years, resigning it on

account of the infirmities of old age. He and Dr.

Timothy Dwight were warm friends. Their inter-

course was frequent and most endearing. The degree

of D.D. was conferred on Mr. Ripley by tlio College

of New Jersey in 1802. During the years 1815 and

1816 tliirty-eight persons united with the church.

He married Dolly Brintnall, of New Plaven, in 1765,

and their union existed over sixty-six years. She

died August, 1831 ; he died December the same year.

They had four children, one of whom, William Brint-

nall, graduated from Yale in 1786, became minister

in Lebanon, Conn., and died in 1822. He was chosen

fellow of Yale, 1817.

Dr. Hezekiah Ripley was a man of commanding

presence, and in his confei'ence with Washington on

his way to Boston, on public matters, it would be

difficult for the painter to find a finer subject than

these two patriots communing on the interests of the

country. The doctor accompanied Washington to

Stratford Ferry.

Dr. Rijjley is the subject of a fine article in

" Sprague's Annals of the American Pulpit," and

was contributed by Rev. Thomas F. Davies, in 1849.

Four of Dr. Ri2)ley's great-grandsons bore arms in

the late civil war, one of v\'hom lost an arm in the

second battle of Bull Run.

The fourth pastor of this church was Rev.—after-

Avards Dr.—Edward Hooker, a descendant of Rev.

Thomas Hooker, first pastor in Hartford. His father

was the Rev. Asahel Hooker, who was settled in

Goshen, afterwards in Norwich, Conn. His mother

was Phebe Edwards, of Stockbridge, Mass., descended

from President Edwards, of Princeton College. He
graduated at Middlebury College, Vt., 1814, com-

pleted his theological studies at Andover, Mass., in

1817, and was ordained in Green's Farms, August,

1821. He married Faith Trumbull Huntington, a

descendant of Rev. John Robinson, the celebrated

Puritan. His was an honored and successful ministry

seven years, when he resigned, and was dismissed in

1829. He had charge for twelve years of a church in

Bennington, Vt., from the years 1832 to 1844, when
he accepted the professorship of Sacred Rhetoric and

Ecclesiastical History in the Theological Seminary at

East Windsor, Conn., which he filled until 1848,

when he became pastor in South Windsor in 1849,

and continued until 1856, when lie accej^ted a call to

Fairhaven, Vt., whicli he continued till 1862, when,

in his declining years, a respected and honored father

in the ministry, he went to reside with his son, a pastor

in Nashua, N. H.

The fifth pastor was Rev. Thomas F. Davies, who
was born in Redding, Conn., 1793. His father was

Thomas Davies, a physician in that town. He was

fitted by Rev. Dr. Ely, of Huntington (then Ripton),

for Yale College, from which he graduated in 1813,

having entered in 1809. He taught school a year

or two, ])ursuing his theological studies undc;r Dr.

Dwight. Hesettled in JIuntiiigton in 1817 to preach,

but ill health compelled him to accept the invitation

to remove to New Haven, in 1819, and become editor

of the Christian Spectator, a prominent religious peri-

odical. This lie continued several years, but ill healtli

here necessitated his removal to Redding. His health

sufficiently restored, he accepted a call to Green's

Farms, where he labored ten years, when he, from

ill health, was forced to retire again, when he removed

to New Haven to superintend the education of liis

sons. He afterwards resided in Redding, then with

his son-in-law. Deacon E. B. Adams, in Green's Farms,

where he died Feb. 16, 1865. He left three children,

one of them a distinguished Episcopal clergyman.

Mr. Davies was a man of superior ability and quali-

fications. He was genial, social, and polished.

The sixth pastor was Rev. Daniel C. Curtis, a

native of Meriden, Conn. He graduated from Yale

in 1836, and was ordained and installed in Green's

Farms in 1840, and was installed pastor in Brookfield,

where he labored fifteen years. In 1855 he was settled

in Fort Atkinson, Wis., afterwards was pastor in Fort

Howard, of the same State. After he left Green's

Farms, Rev. Lewis Pennel was stated supply for a

year. He is now (1880) at Green's Farms, superan-

nuated, yet attends various meetings in the Councils,

reviving histories of former days.

Rev. Giles M. Porter was the seventh .pastor. His
father was Rev. Dr. Porter, of Farmington, Conn.

He graduated from Yale in 1836 ; he was licensed by

the New London Association to preach in 1841, and

was ordained and installed pastor in Green's Farms
in 1844. His faithful discharge closed here by his

dismissal in 1850. He was pastor in L'nionville,

Conn., from 1852 till 1856. After that he had a

charge in Garnaville, Iowa, where he was laboring in

1865.

The eighth pastor was the Rev. Charles Bentley, a

graduate of Amherst College in 1824; was ordained

and installed pastor in Middle Haddam, 1826, and

dismissed, 1833. He was settled in Granby till 1839

;

from there he went to Harwenton, where he was ex-

ceedingly successful. He left here in 1S50. whore he

was a faithful pastor till 1850. He was laboring in

the ministry in Wellington, Conn., in 1865.

Rev. R. S. Eggleston succeeded Mr. Bentloy iis stated

supply for twQ years. He was an honored and suc-

cessful pastor in Knowlsville, N. Y., in 1865.

The ninth pastor is the Rev. B. J. Relyea, who was

installed }>astor in Green's Farms, Deo. 4, 1861, and

has been a beloved and efficient pastor there up to

date (1880).

On Oct. 26, 1865, his parish hold the celebration of

the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the for-

mation of the churcli in (iroen's Farms. Ho gave an

elaborate history of Green's Farms, which was de-

servedly popular. The present structure is the fourth
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cliurch which has been used by this congregation,

and this has been remodeled and rededicated in Mr.

Relyea's day.

At the anniversary Edward J. Taylor called the

meeting to order. The late Hon. James C. Loomis,

ofBridgeport, was president ofthe day. Rev. Nathaniel

Hewit, D.D., Maj.-Gen. Couch, the late Dr. William

B. Nash, and Hezekiali W. Ripley, Esq., were vice-

presidents. Daniel Burr was chief marshal. Among
the speakers of the day were Hon. James C. Loomis,

Rev. Mr. McLean, of Fairfield, David Ripley, grand-

son of the late Dr. Ripley, Dr. Noyes, of New Canaan,

Rev. Dr. Hewit, of Bridgeport, Maj.-Gen. Couch, Prof

William B. Clark, of Yale, Rev. William J. Jennings,

Rev. Mr. Elwood, and Rev. Enoch Burr.

The whole was a fine affair at the termination of so

successful a parish for one hundred and fifty years.

Mr. Relyea has a son, Albert Relyea, a lawyer, who
has represented Westjjort in the Legislature.

When Fairfield ceded the portion extending from

Sasco to Saugatuck River to Westport she lost the

parish of Green's Farms and three burial-grounds,

besides a valuable tract of farms and an enviable,

aristocratic, independent community. The burying-

ground reputed to be the oldest is on Mosquito Hill,

west of Phipp's Beach. It contains no stones with in-

scriptions, the ground being used at the jjeriod pre-

vious to the age of tombstones. The lower Green's

Farms ground and the Pequonnock ground, now in

Bridgeport, lately ceded to it by Fairfield, contains

Fairfield's people for the next period. This old Green's

Farms ground is a curiosity ; most of the stones are low,

ofgranite, and completely moss-covered. In 1701, Capt.

Thomas Nash came here from New Haven. He, with

others, had to go several miles to church, probably

walking that distance, which was too much for the

captain, so he, in common with six others, started the

Green's Farms church about 1715, which was called

Fairfield West parish, and he was made deacon in it.

The tombstone over him in the lower ground men-

tions his being " deacon of the Fairfield West parish."

He accumulated a large property. His son, Thomas
Nash (2d), succeeded him as deacon in the same

church. His son, Thomas Nash (3d), also succeeded

him as deacon in the church, and was an eflScient

cfiicer in the Revolution, capturing several prisoners,

and saving portions of the town from devastation.

He married Mary, daughter of William Burr, of Strat-

field. She died about one hundred years ago, aged

thirty-four. Some of her china is yet among her de-

scendants in Westport and Fairfield, which proves

china makes good heirlooms, being imperishable by

time, moth, or rust. This Thomas Nash (3d) was at

one time reputed to be the wealthiest man in Connec-

ticut. He had one tract of land containing over one

thousand acres. He and Capt. Simon Couch pur-

chased a large tract in Redding.

He owned a hundred sheep, which were grazing

near Compo when the British landed when they

crossed the country to burn Danbury. His wife sent

one of the slaves, of whom they had several, down to

bring a sheep for dinner. The British then had
landed

;
they yelled at the slave, frightening him so

that he dropped the sheep and ran. The British took

the whole flock. When the new church was to be

built, Thomas Nash (3d) gave the site to the so-

ciety. A burial-ground is located near by, to the

eastward.

Of the descendants of Thomas Nash and Mary
Burr, they number about four hundred. Of the first

Nash settler in this country, there were between three

and four thousand up to 1851. The family were un-

dispersed here for more than one hundred years.

Thomas Nash (3d), the Revolutionary hero, was
father to the late Dr. William B. Nash, who died in

Bridgeport, 1872, almost a nonagenarian. Some of

Capt. Nash's grandchildren, great-grandchildren,

and great-great-grandchildren—the seventh genera-

tion from the founder of this church—are regular wor-

shipers there. One of the fifth generation, Mary
Burr Hedenberg, is the owner of the home of the

father of Chancellor Kent, in Compo. This Chan-

cellor Kent was the Blackstone of America, and is

I'esponsible for the rule for computing partial pay-

ments in Connecticut. His home was purchased by

Stephen Thorp, who was a sufferer from the Fairfield

conflagration, in 1779. His son, Capt. Burr Thorp,

married Rebecca Nash. They had several children
;

the eldest, Eleanor, married Stephen Bennett, of

Greenfield. They both died, aged more than four-

score, in Brooklyn, during the last decade ; the next,

Mary Burr, married Francis S. Hedenberg, of Swed-

ish origin, the only family, except his brother's, of that

name in the United States. At his death, in 1876, he

was a stove-dealer and inventor. He put up the first

base-burner (stove below, register above) in this

country. About forty-four years ago he bought out

the heirs to this Kent estate, and there he spent his

later years ; he formerly had an extensive business in

New York City.

His widow, hale and hearty, born 1800, attends

unassisted to the domestic duties of the family. An-
other sister, Sarah, married Capt. Charles Allen, of

Westport. Pie is a descendant of another old Fair-

field family. Some of their grandchildren are scat-

tered in Bridgeport, Black Rock, and Westport. The

youngest of the Thorp daughters married E. A. Wil-

liams, a shoe-dealer in Westport. He has now retired

from business, and they reside with their daughter,

Charlotte, wife of AVesley Lyon, Esq., a lawyer,

brother of F. S. Lyon, editor of Norwalk Connecticut

Republican, and descendants of the Lyon colonial

house, in Fairfield.

To continue with the Nashes. They have scattered

from the old plantation, owing to the reverse of for-

tune with Capt. Thomas (3d). He invested largely

in Continental currency, which, when repudiated, im-

poverished many. He met with various other losses,
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so that he was greatly reduced, and his children had

to set out for themselves.

There are descendants of the name in tlie town, but

they are more associated with the presses. One had a

newspaper-press in Westport; another* a cider-press,

with other mills, on the stream west of Westport vil-

lage. Thomas Nash (3d) had a daughter, Charity,

who married, first, Samuel Cable, who died at sea

while on a journey for his health. They had three

children, one of whom, absenting himself from his

family twenty years, was an American " Enoch Ar-

den." His family reside in Mystic, Conn. Another

son was drowned in Saugatiick River. The daughter

was burned to death, her clothes taking tire in her

mother's absence, and, the servant being so flustered,

the child ran till she was fatally injured. Charity

married, second, Capt. Thomas Saunders, of a Nor-

walk family. They are of long standing in this

country. The house of this family was not burned by

the British, in Norvvalk, in the general conflagration,

as the wife was sick in bed ; so the building was not

fired. One ofthis fiimily, Stephen Saunders, preached

several years, and died in his parish, at South Salem,

N. Y., and is always spoken of very respectfully and

tenderly. Thomas Saunders married, first, a Blatch-

ley, from Long Island, and had four children. One,

Capt. Thomas, owned quite a tract of land not far

from the depot in Norwalk. He died in the present

decade aged over eighty. A sister is the widow of

David Fancher, deacon of the Congregational Church

of Lansingburg. Capt. Thomas and his wife. Charity,

occupied the place opposite the Kent grounds. They

have been greatly improved by the various owners, of

whom were Barretts and Cockrofts. Capt. Thomas

Saunders, in his later years, started a business which

now is a source of great revenue, but was not consid-

ered respectable in his day,—the placing of sea-food

—

oysters, clams, escallops, and crabs—in the market and

finding sale for them. After he died the place was

disposed of, but, owing to some illegal proceedings on

the part of the agent, a good title has never been

given.

Owing to the size of the Saugatuck River the low-

est fordable place on the king's highway from New
York to Boston was two and a half miles from its

mouth, which made it trying to jiarties living on op-

posite banks, who had to go five miles to reach a

point but a few rods away. If the railroad had not

been built, a foot-bridge being on one side, the people

might possibly have accomplished the building of a

carriage-bridge in much less time than one hundred

years, altliough the scenes were ludicrous that oc-

curred for want of means of transit. The parties

along the banks had boats, but often when needed

they were on directly opposite shores. Strangers

often were vexed to find some extra weary miles must

be taken to accomplish a few rods, therefore amuse-

* Letters \vo:'e sent them aslang for info: niation, which never cnmc.

ment, adventure, and romance were tlic order of the

day. Harriet Saunders, a Itrave maiden, row(;(i a Ijoat

across the waters wlien rougli with a coujile of honrda,

to accommodate a young man. He ho admired her

pluck he sought her acquaintance, and in time bore

her away to his home in a neighboring State.

The Thorps have had a name known long in U)\vn

in common with other towns.

William, the ancestor of the first Thorp, lived in

New Haven in 1647. Of liis children we record of

Nathan, Eliphalct, John, Samuel, and Eleanor, whose
baptisms were recorded between 1640 and 1648.

Samuel Thorp appears to have been the ancestor of

the line in the next generation, whose children, Abi-

gail, Samuel, David, Gershom, Anna, Jeremiah were

recorded from 1709 to 1721. David was tiie father of

Stephen, who lost his house in the Fairfield conflagra-

tion. Eliplialet, Avhose family record is in Capt. John
Gould's family from 1761 to 1776.

Stephen Thorp jjurchased the home belonging to

Moss Kent (written sometimes Moses), the Chancel-

lor James Kent's father. Stephen Thorp's son. Burr,

tore down the old house, and built on the same site

the present building about 1790. His seven children

were born here between the years 1792 and 1809.

Capt. Burr Thorp brought here his bride, Rebecca

Nash, Jan. 16, 1791. The same night word came to

him that he must board his vessel immediately to

save his property. He had a deck-load of horses to

be taken to the West Indies. For some cause some
of them jumped overboard. In a few hours the ship

started for its destination, and he was ab.sent many
weeks from his bride. Such was the way the honey-

moon was spent in those days,
—"business first, pleas-

ure afterwards." Capt. Burr Thorp was a wide-awake

maritime man, full of business and adventure, so

much so that it was an accepted saying, " Capt. Thorp

would go to sea in a tea-kettle." On a trip Soutli

with his father he, with another young man, were

washed overboard. After a long and unsuccessful

seai'ch his father gave them up for lost, and proceeded

up the James River. Having opportunity, he sent

tidings home of the loss of his son, and had jiraycrs

offered in church for his safety. These young men,

being good swimmers, had reached the shore, but the

ship's officers received no intimation of their safety.

They subsisted the best they could, but kept watch

for the boat to return with its freight exchanged.

Capt. Thoi-p on his way back saw some men on

shore waving to him to stop, and at last heard the

voice which he would have thought was his son's had

he not supposed he was drowned. He sent out a boat,

and to his great joy foiuul both men safe.

Capt. Burr Thorp followed the sea forty years. As
he was once coming from England he perceived a

large sea-monster ne^ir. Witii the spirit of adventure,

after the custom of the time, he brought out his har-

poon, which he threw with such force he lell over-

board into the sea, but he hold on to the rope. Boats
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were let down and search was made for him, but,

being unsuccessful, all on board, both crew and pas-

sengers, lamented sorely the loss of the captain. One
man on board persisted in walking the deck and

watching for him. At last he was rewarded by seeing

something shine on the water like a glass bottle.

Soon it appeared like a man's head. The boat was

lowered again and went to the rescue.

It proved to be the captain, who met with the loss

of one boat. The animal was also captured. At the

time of the accident the ship was going at eleven

knots an hour.

Capt. Burr Thorp had a son Henry, who was also

captain. He had a new sailing-vessel out on her first

trip, on a Southern voyage. It was captured by the

English in 1812. They boarded her, took off all the

men and provisions, but left the captain on board

and towed him off one night. He thought at one

time he would cut loose from the moorings, but then,

having no men nor provisions on board, such a course

would be only death to him. A long night of anxiety

followed. In the morning he made known to his

captors, by the usual signs, that he was a Mason, so

they spared his life, and set him on shore at Norfolk,

Va., after having burnt his vessel to the water's edge.

He walked from there to New York, begging his way

along, but his exposure was such he contracted a

malarial disease which ended his days, Aug. 13,

1818.

Green's Farms has contributed nobly to the world

in furnishing it with rei^resentative men and women
who are worthy of honor through the land. Between

thirty and forty of her sons have been graduates of

college, mostly of Yale. Several have occupied pulpits

of no mean degree, and has furnished one theologian,

through his maternal ancestry, of notoriety,—Moses

Stuart, of Andover. Pi'ofessors' chairs have been

filled ; the American bar has been enriched ; Con-

gress has been witness to the ability of her sons ; Den-

mark knew of this country through a plenipotentiary

from Green's Farms. The bench, the medical profes-

sion, the mercantile world, the high seas, and the

civil service have been well represented here. Green's

Farms' daughters have ble-ssed mankind as being

among the honorable and useful women of the land,

adding their brilliancy and virtues to the lot of a

Governor, missionary, ministers, and other profes-

sionals. A large history could be written of Green's

Farms alone, but enough is given to show it is worthy

of a separate chapter.

SAUGATUCK CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

In 1831 measures were taken to organize and build

a church in the village of Saugatuck (which was in-

corporated in May, 1835, into Westport). A meeting

was held Dec. 24, 1832, in the academy, to perfect the

organization of the church ; and the following officers

were chosen : Lewis Eaymond, Moderator ; Levi T.

Downs, Secretary ; Samuel Jackson, Treasurer ; Eben-

ezer Jesup, Samuel B. Sherwood, Dan Taylor, Sam-
uel Avery, Sullivan Moulton, Parish Committee.

June, 1832, the following persons, many of them
members of the Green's Farms parish, having signi-

fied their desire to unite with the new church, received

letters of dismission, and the following month organ-

ized the church. The names of the original mem-
bers were Eliphalet Swift, Wm. Eichards, Wm.
Bradly and Sarah his wife, Benj. Bradly, Walter

Thorp and Betsy his wife, Samuel Wood, Caroline

Wood, Eleathea Wood, Jesse B. Scribner and Sally

his wife, Stephen Morehouse and Esther his wife,

George W. Comstock, Charles Jesup and Abby his

wife, David Eichmond and Lydia his Avife, Eliza

Eichmond, Mary Eiley, Eliza Winton, Frances Nash,

Amelia Nash, Eleathea Andrews, Mary Andrews,

Abby J. Swift, Charlotte Jesup, Deborah Sherwood,

wife of Samuel Sherwood, Janette M. Brush, Maria,

wife of John Q. Wilson, Elizabeth Buntle, Samuel

Jackson and Esther his wife, Mollie Bennett, Sally

Piatt.
CHUKCH OEGANIZED AND DEDICATED.

July 5, 1832, the following clergymen were invited

to assist in organizing the church : Eev. Samuel Mer-

win, of Wilton, Eev. Joel Mann, of Greenwich, and

Eev. Edwin Hall, of Norwalk. Eev. Mr. Mann was

chairman and Eev. Mr. Hall scribe. William Eich-

ards and Nathaniel L. Hill were ordained deacons.

Eev. Charles A. Boardman was the first pastor, and

in February, 1833, was installed at a salary of seven

hundred dollars. He resigned his jaastorate Dec. 19,

1836. During four years the j^ulpit was supplied by

Eev. Mr. Weed (afterwards settled in Norwalk) and

others.

In January, 1840, Eev. Henry Benedict was called

to the pastorate, and supplied the pulpit until March,

1852, at a salary of seven hundred dollars. During

his pastorate Eliphalet Swift and Edward Hyde were

elected and ordained deacons.

March 10, 1853, Eev. Joseph D. Strong was called,

at a salary of seven hundred dollars, and resigned

Jan. 19, 1856. During his pastorate Edmund W.
Taylor and Elnathan Wheeler were elected and

ordained deacons.

Jan. 1, 1850, Eev. Timothy Atkinson was called, at

a salary of nine hundred dollars, and resigned March

17, 1864.

July, 1865, Eev. Andrew J. Hetrich was called, at a

salary of twelve hundred dollars. During his pasto-

rate George Taylor and Charles S. Wakeman were

ordained deacons. Eesigned May 25, 1872.

Dec. 30, 1872, Eev. Joseph Sanderson, D.D., was

called, at a salary of two thousand dollars, and was

dismissed May 13, 1878.

Dec. 19, 1879, Eev. William Hart was called, at a

salary of twelve hundred dollars.

Present number of male members, sixty-nine ; fe-

male, one hundred and thirty-four. Clerk, Elnathan

Wheeler; Treasurer, Charles S. Wakeman.
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KEMIXISCENCES.

July 18, 1836, the first musical instrument—a hass-

viol, costing twenty-five dollars—was purchased for

use in the church by Levi T. Downs and Andrew
Comstock, acting as agents for the society.

March 4, 1836, the society's committee were em-

powered to purchase a burying-ground of Stephen

Morehouse, consisting of one acre, more or less, pay-

ing therefor three hundred dollars.

Nov. 1, 1836, it was voted to put blinds on the win-

dows of the church.

March 15, 1847, a meeting was held to advise about

the sum of five hundred dollars, a sum left in will to

the society by Thomas F. Eoland, Esq.

1850.—An organ was jjurchased for the church, the

price of which was five hundred dollars.

April 7,
'
1857.—Voted to enlarge the church and

modify the pews. Jonas H. Phelps, John N. Betts,

Elnathan Wheeler, Gershom B. Bradley, Morris

Ketchum, Committee.

Sept. 25, 1865.—A meeting of the society was called

to consider the erecting of a new Sunday-school

room. A building was erected connecting with the

church, costing about three thousand dollars.

1878.—The old bell cracked and gave out, and a

new one was purchased, costing two hundred and fifty

dollars.

July 14, 1879.—The ladies laid out on improve-

ments inside and outside the church about five hun-

dred dollars. The pulpit platform was enlarged, and
the organ moved from the gallery to the recess back

of the pulpit.

May 3, 1880.—New hymn-books, " Songs of Sanc-

tuary," were introduced.

Present officers of society : Thos. R. Lees, H. H.
Belden, Wm. H. Burr, Society's Committee ; B. L.

Woodworth, Treasurer; Joseph T. Hull, Secretary;

Theodore Taylor, Chas. S. Wakeman, Tithingmen

;

Joseph Wakeman, Frederick Bradley, Ushers.

The Sabbath-school numbers one hundred and
fifty

;
teachers, twenty. Rufus Wakeman, Superin-

tendent; Wm. H. Burr, Assistant Superintendent;

Wm. H. Saxton, Secretary ; Frederick Bradley, Treas-

urer
;
James E. Hubbell, Librarian

;
Harry Wood-

worth, Assistant Librarian. Number of volumes in

library, six hundred and fifty.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

The construction of the present church was com-
menced in the year 1851. Rev. Z. Davenport, now
living at Saugatuck, Conn., was at that time the

preacher in charge. Services were held in the old

Universalist church for about two years, and until

the Methodist Episcopal church was completed.

The first board of trustees were Edward Farrell,

F. C. Foote, Allen Renoud, B. V. Russell, and S. W.
Meeker. The first board of stewards were F. C.

Foote, G. Lloyd, S. Geurnsey, Aaron Bennett. The
first class-leaders were F. C. Foote, George Llovd.

53

The record of membcrslii]) was at this time kept

mostly by class-leaders, whose hooks show a mendx^r-

ship of i'orty, and the nuiid)er has increa-sed until in

1880 there are one hundred and fourteen.

The original members were mostly persons who had

in former years belonged to the same denominatioa

and liad worsiiipcd at a cluircii about two mil(;s north

of Westport village, at P(jplar J'lains.

Tlie first Mc^tiiodist sermon preached within the

limits of this town was at Poplar Plain, in 1700, by

Jesse Lee, in a house standing a few rods west of the

now old church. Some few years after this regular

preaching services were held in a ball-room of a

tavern near by, and until the meeting-house was

built, about the year 1817, slabs upon legs being u.sed

for about forty years before the room wa-s regularly

seated. The old church is still standing, and is oc-

casionally used upon some ftineral occasion, the

members having mostly died, the others having

joined with some other Methodist society.

The trustees of the present AVestport MethodLst

Episcopal Church are D. A. Salmon, J. Goodsell f3d),

A. Bennett, J. B. Goodsell, J. Raymond, H. B. Coley,

Isaac Allen, William H. Wells, Levi Coley. The
stewards are William H. Allen, Sylv. Harris, W. M.
Harris, William E. Nash, F. M. Raymond, J. B.

Mills, J. Goodsell, H. Lyon, and A. W. Bradley.

Ministers and date of apportionment: 1850-51, Z.

Davenport; 1852-53, F. A. Craft; 1854-55, L. P.

Perry
;
1856-57, C. B. Ford

;
1858-59, H. D. Latham;

1860-61, A. B. Pulling; 1862-63, D. Na.sh
;

1864,

George HoUis
;
1865-67, Joseph Vinton

;
1868-69, T.

D. Littlewood
;
1870-71, W. J. Robinson

;
1872, J. S.

Haugh; 1873-74, F. Brown; 1875, S. H. Smith;

ma^W. H. Stebbins; 1877-78, D. Nash; 1S79-50,

William Platts.

SAUGATUCK METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

! This church was built in 1852 by Morris Ketchum,

Sidney G. Miller, Horace Staples, Francis Burrett,

and others. It was dedicated the same year, and pre-

sented to the society free of debt. Rev. Dr. Thomas

E. Bond, of New York, then editor of the Chrkfian

Advocate and Journal, assisted by Dr. Asa Hill, of

Norwalk, conducted the dedication service. Rev. Z.

Davenport supplied the pulpit for a period of four

years, after which it was placed under the pastoral

charge of . Westport Church. Several years ago it

separated from Westport charge, and has been sup-

plied from Coiiference by the following ministers:

Revs. Miles N. Olmstead, D. L. Lounsbury, R. S.

i

Eldredge, A. B. Sanford, W. Robertson, and David

Osborn (present pastor). The trustees are William

H. Allen, George B. Smith, George Hale, Frank God-

frey, Joseph Warnock, and C. O. Jelleft'.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY.

The following - named gentlemen— viz., R. il.

Wiuslow, J. Moi-se, D. J. Townsend, N. Cleuvcland,

' M. L. ]\Iason, J. E. Porring. .Tames Gardner, E. M.
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Lees, J. E. Nichols, E. S. Downs, J. F. Bulkley,

Samuel Gorliam (2d), and J. C. Cotter—assembled,

April 14, 1860, at the residence of John Cleaveland

for the purpose of organizing a second Episcopal

society in the town of Westport. Nehemiah Cleave-

land was chosen moderator, and M. L. Mason clerk.

It was voted to organize such society, and that the

name of same be "The Church of the Holy Trinity."

The following officers were then chosen by ballot:

Wardens, Nehemiah Cleaveland, Myron L. Mason

;

Vestrymen, E. H. Winslow, Francis Burritt, E. S.

Downs, John Cleaveland, D. J. Townsend, William

Wood
;
Treasurer, R. H. Winslow

;
Clerk, James R.

Nichols.

At a special meeting held April 24, 1860, it was

voted to extend a call to Rev. John Purves (who at

that time was rector of Christ Church in this place)

to become their rector, and on the 26th of the same

month he accepted. The society then rented for pres-

ent use the building on Main Street formerly occupied

as a Universalist meeting-house. In May of that year

the society purchased the property corner of East

Church Street and Myrtle Avenue, known as the

" Wakeman Lot," for the sum of two thousand dol-

lars. R. H. Winslow, Francis Burritt, and Daniel J.

Townsend were appointed a committee, with power to

build a stone church edifice and chapel upon the

" Wakeman Lot," and to complete and furnish the

same upon such j^lan, and in such mode and manner
in all respects, as they may deem proper or expedient.

The committee were also instructed to make all con-

tracts necessary in order to carry into effect and fully

to exercise the i:)ower delegated to them. In Feb-

ruary, 1861, the society met with a great loss in the

decease of Mr. Richard H. Winslow, and in the fol-

lowing April the decease of Mr. Francis Burritt. The
church edifice which had been commenced by Mr.

Winslow was after his death finished by his widow,

Mary Fitch Winslow, who tendered its use to the so-

ciety of the " Holy Trinity." In January, 1862, a

deep-seated dissatisfaction existed between the rector

and some of the members of the society, whereupon
he was requested to resign, but declined to do so, and
the society decided not to open the new church edifice

until they should be relieved of the services of Rev.

Mr. Purves, which did not occur until Feb. 18, 1862.

About this time the name of the society was changed
to " The Memorial Church of the Holy Trinity."

In October, 1862, Rev. William H. Benjamin be-

came rector of the parish, and filled that position

until the spring of 1864, when he tendered his resig-

nation, which was accejrted. The society had no

stated clergyman again until Jan. 1, 1865, when the

Rev. John Eaton Smith became rector, and filled that

position acceptably, until, owing to failing health, he

was obliged to resign, which he did, June, 1870. His

decease occcurred in September of the same year.

The Rev. Lawrence S. Stevens became rector in Oc-

tober, 1870, and continued as such until April, 1875,

and the Rev. A. N. Lewis accepted July 1, 1875, and

is rector at the present time. The officers at present

are as follows : Wardens, William L. Coley, George

i Jelliffe; Vestrymen, A. S. Hurlbutt, H. B. Gilbert,

Lewis Bradley, A. T. Burr, E. S. Downes, W. S.

Rogers, William E. Sturges
;
Treasurer, A. T. Burr

;

Clerk, John S. Jones
;
Organist, Frederick D. Marvin;

Sexton, Joseph Spicer.

The site on which Memorial church is built was the

" Wakeman Place," formerly an old inn. Gen. Wash-
ington passed a night at this inn in September, 1780,

while returning from Hartford, where he had been to

meet Count Rochambeau. During the demolition of

the ancient edifice there was found among the debris a

French crown-piece of an early date in the eighteenth

century, in excellent preservation.

CHRIST CHURCH.

A number of Episcopalians having met at the dwell-

ing-house of William Nash, in Saugatuck, on the 11th

day of March, 1833, to take into consideration the

propriety of building an Episcopal house of public

worship, to be located on the west side of the Sauga-

tuck River, which being duly considered, it was

deemed necessary that said house be built, and that a

meeting be holden on the 18th inst. to draw up a sub-

scription for building the church, which subscription

to be binding provided the sum of two thousand dollars

shall be subscribed.

At a meeting holden at the school-house. May 13,

Taylor Hurlbutt was chosen chairman and Robert

Raymond clerk.

Voted, That Taylor Hurlbutt be appointed treas-

urer to receive the amount subscribed for building the

church.

Voted, That Taylor Hurlbutt, Daniel Nash, Jabez

Adams, Isaac Adams, Dennis Nash, Edwin Wheeler,

William Nash, Noah Nash, and Philo W. Jones be

appointed a committee to contract for building the

church, the plan and size of the building to be left to

the committee, which, together with the projDOsals for

building, be laid before this meeting for approval.

At a meeting held at the residence of Philo W.
Jones, June 17, 1833, it was voted to accept the deed

of land on which the church was built, from Taylor

Hurlbutt, for the sum of four hundred dollars.

The corner-stone of the church was laid May 9,

1834, Bishop Brownell officiating, assisted by Rev.

Jackson Kemper, of Norwalk. The names of the

building committee, together with a Bible, prayer-

book, and a copy of the Churchman, a paper printed

in New York, were deposited in the stone.

The society was legally organized Oct. 28, 1835, at

a meeting held in the room over the store of Jesse

Bradley & Co., by the election of the following offi-

cers: Wardens, Daniel Nash and Taylor Hurlbutt;

Vestrymen, Lewis Raymond, Dennis Nash, Keeler

Nash, Gould Jellifl!', Lewis Partrick, Edward H. Nash,

and William Nash; Treasurer, Edward H. Nash;
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Choristers, Uriah Taylor and Edward II. Nasli ; Sex-
i

ton, Philo W. Jones. The edifice was consecrated on

the 2d of November, ISSf).

At the annual meeting, held April, 1850, in conse-

quence of Lewis Eaymond's healtli not l)eing very

good, and at his request, it was tliouglit best to choose

an assistant warden, and Philo W. Jones was elected

as such officer, which position he held to the time of

his death, in July, 1876. Mr. Nash died in 1865,

when Mr. Jones was elected senior warden and Ed-

ward H. Nash junior warden.

The following clergymen have filled the 2)osition of

rector of the parish : Revs. Jackson Kemper, Edward
Ingersoll, Hilliard Bryant, Edward C. Bull, William H.
Frisbie, John Purves, John R. Williams,—the latter

of whom, elected July 8, 1860, is the present rector.

The present officers are as follows : Senior Warden,

Edward H. Nash ; Junior Warden, Andrew C. Nash
;

Vestrymen, Alfred Taylor, Oscar I. Jones, Charles L.

Wilson, H. E. Sherwood, William H. Marvin, George

S. Adams, Peter Bulkley, George B. Bouton, Edward
A. Nash, Lewis B. Bradley

;
Clerk, Edward A. Nash

;

Organist, Edward A. Nash
; Treasurer, George S.

Adams
;
Sexton, John W. Gorham.

THE UNIVEKSALIST CHURCH.

This church, now obsolete, was organized in about

1834 or 1835, and among the first members were Alva
Gray, Burr Keeler, Daniel Andrews, Piatt Pensal,

Wra. Burwell, Davis Taylor, John Baker, David
Hubbard, Geo. L. Cable, S. H. Keeler. The first

officers of the church were Alva Gray, Burr Keeler,

and Daniel Andrews, Committee ; Geo. L. Cable,

Clerk ; S. H. Keeler, Treasurer. Soon after the organ-

ization of the church a house of worship was erected.

Among the ministers who served this church wereWm.
A. Stickney, Fortree Hitchcock, D. H. Plumb, Chas.

Bailey, and others. The society finally waned, and
in 1870 the church building was sold to H. H. Bel-

den, and converted into a dwelling.

CHAPTER LXXXIV.
WESTPOKT (Continued).
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THF. PRESS.

The Saugatuck Journal was the name of a paper
printed in this village in 1828, which was then in the

town of Fairfield. It was edited by S. W. Benedict,
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and the first numljcr was issued on Chri8tma«-day.

Mr. Benedict, who at the same time published the

Oazette at Norwalk, ran the Journal for aljout tlirce

years, when lu; sold out to All>ert Hanford, who
changed the title to Tht; Fnirfidd County Republican,

which in a short time ran out.

In October, 1867, the Mercantile Association, con-

sisting of Messrs. H. H. Belden and J. S. Jones, is-

sued one number of a paper, (tailed the WeHtport Ad-
vertiser, after which it was run as a m'mthly paper by

John S. Jones as editor and proprietor for three

months, after which it became a semi-monthly, and

was issued as sucii until February, 1872, when it be-

came a weekly, which was run until March, 1874,

when it was consolidated with the Norwalk Hour.

In March, 1876, Mr. Jones commenced the publi-

cation of Tlie Westporter, which is the first paper

ever printed in the town of Westport. Its motto is,

"Independent in all things, neutral in nothing."

THE WESTPOKT AND SAUGATUCK HORSE RAIL-
ROAD COMPANY

was organized March 7, 1876, witli the following

board of directors : Ambrose S. Hurlbutt, Horace

Sta])les, Andrew C. Nash, E. H. Nash, J. E. Wheeler,

C. H. Taylor, S. R. Sexton, James E. Lees, E. J.

Taylor. Ambrose S. Hurlbutt, President; B. L.

Woodworth, Secretary and Treasurer; Elijah S.

Downes, Superintendent
;
Jose])h Mills, Car-Driver.

As its title indicates, the line extends from Westport

to Saugatuck, and has proven itself a great conve-

nience to the people.

JAMES SMIBERT'S TANNERY.

This business was commenced by Mr. Smibert in

1849, in a small shop employing two men. In three

or four years the business increased, and in 1858-59

emj^loyed twenty-five men in making enameled

leather.

KEMPER'S LEATHER-WORKS.

This business was established in 1835 by R. & H.

Haight, dealers in hatters' supplies, New York, for

the manufacture of leather for hatters' use. It was

purchased by C. II. Kemper in 1842, and enlarged to

its present size, for the manufacture of all kinds of

leather except heavy. The business is now carried

on by C. H. Kemper, Jr.

THE WHEELER BUTTON MANUFACTORY,

at Saugatuck, is a large and flourishing establishment.

The salesroom is in New York. J. B. Wood manu-

factures satchels, belts, etc.

SLOOPS.

The following sloops are now (1880) plying between

this port and^New York: "C.H.Phillips," Capt.

Isaac Sherwood ;
" James K. Polk," Capt. Peter

Bulkley ;

" Lizzie Tolles," Capt. Soreno Allen. Runs
from Saugatuck : Schooner " Sarah B. Bulkley," Capt.

John F. Bulkley.
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TEMPLE LODGE, NO. 65, F. AND A. M., OF WESTPORT*

Charter granted at the session of the Grand Lodge

in May, 1824, the three first officers then were Samuel

Jackson, W. M. ; Talcott Banks, S. W.
;
Henry Sher-

wood, J. W.
The following have served as Masters of Temple

Lodge : Samuel Jackson, William Burwell, George

L. Cable, William J. Finch, George B. Smith, F. W.
Perry, Oscar Smith, R. D. Cable, Theodore Smith.

The present officers are Oscar Smith, W. M.
;
George

W. Bennett, S. W. ; John S. Jones, J. W. ; J. L. G.

Cannon, Treasurer ; L. B. Bradley, Secretary ; Rev.

A. N. Lewis, Chaplain.

THE T. A. B. SOCIETY OF WESTPORT.

Organizedj April, 1870, with the following officers :

President, Jeremiah O'Connors; Vice-President, John

Gorman
;
Recording Secretary, Martin Shaughnessy

;

Financial Secretary, John J. Quinlan
;

Treasure!",

P. A. Smith
;
Chaplain, Rev. P. A. Smith.

The present officers are: President, Jeremiah O'Con-

nors
;
Vice-President, Thomas Quinlan, Jr. ; Record-

ing Secretary, John McNally ; Financial Secretary,

Charles Williams
;

Treasurer, Thomas McNally

;

Chaplain, Rev. P. Keating.

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK.

The Saugatuck Bank of this place was organized

October, 1852, by the election ofthe following directors

:

David M. Marvin, Horace Staples, William D. Bishop,

Alva Gray, Matthew Bulkley, Gershom B. Bradley,

J. B. Williamson
;
President, D. M. Marvin

;
Cashier,

Charles Webb.
Horace Staples was elected president Jan. 4, 1854,

and Benjamin L. Woodworth cashier Nov. 7, 1854.

On May 2, 1864, the name of the bank was changed

to "The First National Bank of Westport." The
present officers are : Directors, Horace Staples, Thomas
R. Lees, Edward H. Nash, Stephen R. Saxton, B. L.

Woodworth, Edmund W. Taylor, Francis Sherwood
;

President, H. Staples
;
Cashier, B. L. Woodworth.

Capital stock, $300,000.

THE WESTPORT SAVINGS BANK

was organized in 1860. The first officers were : Presi-

dent, Alva Gray; Vice-Presidents, Geo. Blackman,

David M. Marvin, H. H. Belden
;

Secretary and

Treasurer, B. L. Woodworth
;
Trustees, H. Staples, E.

S. Downes, G. S. Adams, Wm. E. Dikeman, G. L.

Cable, J. W. Taylor, E. A. Williams, R. H. Winslow,

J. H. Phelps, Wm. Burwell, J. H. Gray, W. H. Mar-

vin, E. W. Taylor, Sullivan Moulton. Present officers

:

President, Edmund W. Taylor
;
Vice-Presidents, G.

S. Adams, E. S. Downes, and E. A. Williams ; Secre-

tary and Treasurer, B. L. Woodworth
;
Trustees, W.

E. Dikeman, H. Staples, Wm. H. Marvin, H. A.

Ogden, E. J. Taylor.

* Contributed by John S. Jones.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.
During the year 1832 a small hand-engine was pur-

chased by a number of citizens of the village of Saug-

atuck (now the town of Westport). The machine
was probably at that time considered of great value

at a fire, but at this late day would not attract much
attention except for its oddity. In the month of May
in that year the General Assembly of the State granted

a charter to Robert Raymond, Geo. W. Comstock,

Wm. S. Comstock, and Edwin Bennett, and such

others as they may associate with them, to be known
as the "Saugatuck Fire Company," and on the 9th

of July, at a meeting held at the store of G. W. &
W. S. Comstock, the following officers were elected

:

President, Robert Raymond, who was also chosen

Secretary and Treasurer ; First Foreman, Seth Sears

;

Second Foreman, Elnathan Wheeler ; Third Foreman,

Robert Raymond ; Chief Engineer, W. S. Comstock.

Upon the roll of members we find the following-

names: Seth Sears, Elnathan Wheeler, Robt. Ray-

i

mond, W. S. Comstock, Wm. Bennett, Edson Bradley,

Fredk. Dannell, David S. Hubbell, Ezra Smith,

James Douglass, Chas. Fox, Gould Gregory, Horace

Staples, Ward Nichols, Wm. Piatt, F. A. Wheeler,

N. H. Price, S. Gray, Walter Nichols, John B. Ad-
ams, Hez. B. Lord, Harvey Sanderson, Henry Beers,

John Baker, G. W. Comstock, Wm. Bradley, George

Fairchild, E. W. Banks, Jas. Gilbert, J. O. Lurk, B.

V. Russell, F. Akin, Barzilla Brown, Jesse Bradley,

Henry Bulkley, Lewis Bradley, G. N. Banks, Thos.

Riley, Ezra Brown, Edwin Tibills, Woolsey Bradley,

Wm. L. Beers, Wm. Wells, A. S. Hurlbutt, D. W.
Bradley, A. Houghtaling, E. S. Downes, George

Piatt.

The last record we find of this company is in 1844,

at which time the members were assessed the sum of

six and a quarter cents !

In 1858 the " Saugatuck Fire-Engine" was dug out

of the filth and dirt from under the barn of B. V.

Russell, cleaned and put in order, repainted, and

named " The Union." A company was formed, with

the following officers: Foreman, John S. Jones;

Assistant Foreman, Edwin E. Warner; Treasurer,

Elijah S. Downes; Secretary, Oscar I. Jones. The

company never made but one appearance in public

with "The Union," on account of its uselessness.

In June of the same year a subscription-paper

with the following heading was circvilated

:

" AVe, the undersigned, do agree to pay to Myron L.

Mason the sums annexed to our respective names, for

the purpose of procuring a fire-engine and suitable

apparatus for this village.

"Dated Westport, June 8, 1858."

To this paper was subscribed the sum of four hun-

dred and twenty dollars and fifty cents.

Numerous committees were appointed from time to

time to purchase an engine, but without success dur-

ing that year. At one time Messrs. M. L. Mason and

0. I. Jones visited Stamford and, as they supposed.
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bought " Hunneman" engine, but before it could be

jjut on board of the cars one of the owners decided

that he would not sell, and the committee came home
|

only to be laughed at. i

On another occasion Sullivan Moulton and J. S.
1

Jones were sent to Ansouia, where they made a bar-

gain for an engine which was to be delivered in West-

port in a week, but the following day a letter was

received stating that one of the owners would not

consent to the sale,—consequently that caused another

laugh.

In January, 1859, a meeting was held (by the sub-

scribers of the paper to purchase an engine) in Betts'

Hall to consider the expediency of withdrawing their

subscriptions.

E. M. Lees, Esq., was chosen chairman and H. H.

Belden secretary. At which time it was voted,

—

" That we, the subscribers, do not think it expedient

to pay back the money collected, or any which may
hereafter be collected, until we have found to a cer-

tainty that an engine cannot be purchased suitable

for this place with the money subscribed, or until

such time as we, the subscribers, think best.

"Voted, That a committee of iive be appointed to

purchase an engine, and that the following gentlemen

be said committee : Jonas H. Phelps, William Wood,
E. S. Downes, John S. Jones, Charles H. Taylor."

During the month of February the committee

learned that the city of Waterbury had two hand-

engines which they wished to dispose of. Messrs.

Taylor and Phelps therefore visited Waterbury, ex-

amined the engines, and obtained the prices. About

a week later the rest of the committee, viz., Wood,
Jones, and Downes, went to Waterbury and purchased

Phenix Engine, No. 1, for the sum of three hundred

dollars, and they at the same time bought two hun-

dred feet of hemp hose, for which they jiaid one hun-

dred dollars.

The machine arrived in Westport on the llth day

of March, 1859, and was taken to Lee's factory, where

it was overhauled and put in working order. The
engine was of the piano style, manufactured by Van
Ness & Co., of New York. At a meeting of " Union "

Engine Company, held in Betts' Hall, April 11,

1859, it was voted to reorganize under the name of
" Compo Engine Company, No. 2," and the following

officers were elected: Foreman, John S. Jones; As-

sistant Foreman, Edwin E. AVarner
;
Treasurer, Elijah

S. Downes
;
Secretary, Oscar I. Jones.

At this time, the company having no bouse, the en-

gine was stored in different barns about the village.

The first service the company ever saw was at the

burning of Wakeman's candle - factory, on West
Avenue, on the night of May 28, 1859, at which time

the machine was kept in constant o})eration for over

four hours, thereby saving the entire hunbcr-yard of

Staples & Adams and a number of adjoining build-

ings.

At the May session of the Assembly of the State a '

charter was granted to John S. Jones, Edwin E. War-
ner, Elijah S. Downes, Oscar L Jones, and Myron L.

Mason, and such other persons as shall associate

themselves with the above, not exceeding sixty in the

whole, to be known as the "Compo Fire-Engine

Company, No. 2." In January, 18(;0, a committee,

consisting of E. E. Warner, J. S. Jones, and K. D.

Cable, was appointed to build an engine-house, and

that as soon as a suitable site could be obtained the

foreman was to call the company together to put up

the building. Accordingly, in the following month,

the company were summoncfl hy the foreman to ap-

pear on the following Monday morning, at two o'clock,

with lighted lanterns. The frame of the building had

already been got out and loaded on trucks and carts,

which the company proceeded to drag to the place

selected by the committee, which was near the shore,

in front of the residence of Henry Jesnp (now owned

by James P. Jesup, his son), which ground tlie com-

mittee thought belonged to the town. As the sun rose

in the eastern sky the frame was all up and the roof-

boards were being rapidly put in position, when a

messenger from Mr. Jesup (who was confined to his

house) appeared on the ground and informed Fore-

man Jones that he must stop at once ; but the com-

pany did not feel inclined to obey, but kept steadily at

work.

At ten o'clock, M. L. Mason, Esq., who wsls an at-

torney-at-law, and counsel for Mr. Jesup, and also a

member of the engine company, informed tlie fore-

man that he would have him arrested if he did not

desist ; was told to arrest if he thought proper. At

this time nearly all the citizens of the village were

centred around the disjiuted property, the majority of

whom sided with the company, claiming that the

property did not belong to Mr. Jesup. At about two

P.M. Lawyer Mason arrived from Norwalk. arnu'd

with an injunction issued by Judge liutlcr of that

place. After a long time an oflicer was foun<l who

served the paper on the company, who immediately

adjourned to their hall, and decided to not leave the

building on that ground if another site could be ol>-

tained. In about an hour Capt. John F. Bulklcy in-

formed the company that ho would give tlioni two

years' rent of ground if they would move it to his

property on Main Street, which offer they at once

accepted, and immediately procured four pairs of

wheels, placing a pair of each under each corner of

the building, when they wore informed by the officer

of the law that the building must not bo moved : but

the company " could not see it in that light," and

with four yoke of oxen and fifty-five laddies on the

drag-rope, when the foronum gave the order " to set

her ahead,"" the building began to nunc up Main

Street amid the deafening chooi-s of the multitude,

and at six o'clock the same evening the building sttx>d

where it has stood ever since. The company never

heard any nuire of the injunction. The present offi-

cers of the company are: Foreman, John S. Jones;
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Assistant Foreman, John W. Gault
;
Secretary, Lewis

B. Bradley
;
Treasurer, Elijah S. Downes

;
Chairman,

George F. Thorpe ; Foreman of Hose, Joseph Mills
; !

Librarian, John W. Perry ; Assistant Librarian,

Robert Gault.

In February, 1874, Vigilant Engine Company, No.

3, was organized with the following officers : Foreman,

Frederick Sherwood ; Assistant Foreman, Oscar I.

Jones
;

Secretary, Charles Harris
;

Treasurer, F.

Dwight Fanton
;
Chairman, George H. Taylor.

During the same month an engine (which was built

in Baltimore, Md., in 1858, and afterwards sold to

parties in New York City) was purchased by Messrs.

H. Staples, E. H. Nash, A. C. Nash, A. Lockwood,

T. R. Lees, Frederick Morehouse, E. W. Taylor, J.

E. Lees, and others, of this place, and put in pos-

session of Vigilant Engine Company, No. 3, the

present officers of which are: Foreman, Edward
Wheeler ; Assistant Foreman, N. S. Kirk

;
Secretary,

Joseph T. Hull
;
Treasurer, H. E. Sherwood ; Chair-

man, O. I. Jones ; Foreman of Hose, James Hart.

The engine-house is located on the opposite side of

the river from Compo Engine.

In March, 1874, Ambrose S. Hurlbutt, Esq., pur-

chased a hook-and-ladder truck from a company in

Norwalk, which was received in Westport, March 19th,

by "Compo" and "Vigilant" Engine Companies, who,

after parading the various streets of the village, de-

livered the truck over to the " Pioneer" Hook-and-

Ladder Company, No. 1, which had been organized

with the following officers: President, C. B. Lyon;

Foreman, Frederick Kemper ; First Assistant, Elbert

Wheeler ; Second Assistant, Frank M. Bulkley ; Sec-

retary, Charles B. Guyer
;
Treasurer, C. H. Kemper,

Jr.

The truck-house is located on Main Street, adjoin-

ing the house of Compo Engine.

The present officers of the comjoany are : Foreman,

Frank N. Taylor
;
Assistant, Charles La Croix ; Sec-

retary, William R. Palmer
;
Treasurer, F. E. Sturges.

CEMETERIES.

The oldest cemetery in the town is at Green's

Farms. There is one also near the residence of G.

S. Adams ; one in connection with Christ Church

;

one called " Evergreen Cemetery," belonging to the

Congregational Church.

The only incorporated cemetery is " Willow Brook,"

located a short distance north of the village.
|

I

CIVIL HISTORY.

Westport was incorporated in 1835 from portions of

Norwalk, Fairfield, and Weston.

THE FIRST TOWN-MEETING.

The following is a record of the first town-meeting,

and names of selectmen and representatives from or-
|

ganization of the town to the present time.

• At a town-meeting legally warned and held at the
\

meeting-house in Westport on the third Tuesday, the
'

16th day of June, 1835, at which time the first select-

men of the town were elected, as follows : Thomas F.

Rowland, Taylor Hurlbutt, John Gray (2d). The fol-

lowing have been selectmen from 1836 to 1879:

1836, Thomas F. Rowland, Taylor Hurlbutt, Jolm Gray (2d)
;
1837, Lewis

Raymond, Jolm Gray (2d)
; 1838, Jabez Adams, Thos F. Rowland,

Jolm Gray (2d)
;
1839, John Gray (2d), Isaac Bennett, Alfred Tay-

lor
;
1840-41, Jabez Adams, T. F. Rowland, Hezeldah M. Coley

;

1842, David Coley (2d), John Gray (2d), Street H. Keeler; 1843, H.

M. Coley, Isaac Bennett, Street H. Keeler; 1844, H. M. Coley, Isaac

Bennett, Burr Jennings, Jr.
;
1845-48, Isaac Bennett, Gould Jelliffe,

Daniel Burr; 1849, H. M. Coley, Alva Gray, Alfred Taylor; 1850,

Alva Gray, H. M. Coley, David Coley {2d)
;
1851, H. M. Coley, Burr

Keeler; 1852, Daniel Burr, Burr Meeker, Burr Keeler; 1853, Alva

Gray; 1854, Wni. J. Finch, Aaron B. Adams, Lyman Banks; 1855,

W. J. Finch, Lyman Banks, Wm. Burwell
;
1856, Wm. J. Finch

;

John N. Betts, Bradley Goodsell
; 1857, W. J. Finch, Bradley Good-

sell, Alfred Taylor
;
1858-61, W. J. Finch, Alfred Taylor, Talcott

B. Wakeman
;
1862, Wm. ,1. Finch, Edward J. Taylor, Lonson Coley

;

1863, W.J. Finch, Lonson Coley, E.J.Taylor; 1864, W. J. Finch,

Franklin Sherwood, Orrin W. Hotchkiss; 1865, Wm. J. Finch, Ed-

ward J. Taylor, Aaron B. Hull ; 1866-68, Wm. J. Finch, E. J. Taylor,

Wm. T. Wood
;
1869-70, W. J. Finch, E. J. Taylor, Frederick More-

house; 1871, W. J. Finch, E. J. Taylor, 0. W. Hotchkiss; 1872, W. J.

Finch, E. J. Taylor, James Smibert; 1873, W. J. Finch, E. J. Taylor,

Burr Meeker; 1874, Silas B. Sherwood, James Smibert; 1875-76,

Jas. Smibert, S. B. Sherwood, Gershom B. Bradley ; 1877, Chas. H.

Kemper, Silas B. Sherwood, Gershom B. Bradley
; 1878, C. H. Kem-

per, S. B. Sherwood, Frederick Morehouse
;
1879, G. B. Bradley, John

H. Jennings, C. H. Kemper.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM 1836 TO 1873.

1836, Thomas F. Rowland; 1837, Lewis Raymond; 1838, Henry Sher-

wood
;
1839-41, Eiiphalet Swift

; 1842, George L. Cable ; 1843, David

Coley (2d)
;
1844-45, Eiiphalet Swift

;
1846, William Piatt ;

'. 847, Heze-

kiah Allen; 1848, D-avid Coley (2d)
;
1849, Wm. J. Jennings ; 1850,

A. A. Hutchingson; 1851-52, Street H. Keeler; 1853, Daniel Burr;

1854, Edmund W. Taylor
; 1855, William Burwell

;
1856-57, Wm. J.

Finch; 1858, Richard H. Winslow; 1859, Moses W.Wilson; 1860,

William Burwell
;
1861, David S. Burr ;

1862, Talcott B. Wakeman ;

1863-64, Jonathan E.Wheeler; 1865, Myron L.Mason; 1866, Tal-

cott B. Wakeman
;
1867, Edward J. Taylor

; 1868, Chas. H. Kemper,

1869, James Smibert
;
1870, Thomas R. Lees

;
1871, Jeremiah Brown ;

1872, Silas B. Sherwood; 1873, Edward M. Lees; 1874, Thos. D. El-

wood; 1875-76, Wm. Burr Wright; 1877-78, Albert Relyea; 1879,

Henry P. Burr
;
1880, John W. Hurlbutt.

PROBATE JUDGES.

1835-42, Thomas F. Rowland
;
1842^4, Edwin Wheeler

;
1844—19, Eii-

phalet Swift; 1849-50, Alva Gray
;
1850-63, George L. Cable; 1853-

54, Myron L. Mason : 1854-56, William H. Richards; 1856-68, Myron

L. Mason; 1868-72, E. J. Taylor; 1872-73, Frank W. Perry; 1873 to

present time, Edward J. Taylor.

POST-OFFICE.

The following is a list of the postmasters of West-

port since the incorporation of the town in 1835

:

Ira Baldwin, Hezekiah Nichols, George L. Cable,

John W. Taylor, Solomon G. Taylor, George L. Cable,

Edward M. Lees, John S. Jones, Henry P. Burr,

William E. Nash.

In 1827 the quarterly return of the Westport post-

master to the general post-office, of newspapers and

pamphlets received, showed the receipt to be one

daily, eight semi-weekly, and twenty-one weekly

papers, three monthly publications, and one quarterly.

The daily paper was the New York Mercantile Adver-

tiser; the semi-weekly, three copies of the National

Intelligencer, of Washington City, and five of the New
York Spectators; the twenty-one weeklies were about
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one-half of a religious character, and were j)ubliHhed

indifferent places; two of the three montlily |)aiii-

phlets were the African Repositortj, published at Wasli-

ington, in and of the Colonization Society, and one

the Ladies' Repository ; the quarterly was an English

publication. A post-rider jirobably distributed some

sixty to seventy weekly papers at the houses of the

inhabitants. If the number be seventy, then the

whole number of papers for the year, by mail and

post, would be five thousand and eighty-four, and

probably the jjamphlets would make about twelve

hundred pages, and we have the whole newspaper and

pamphlet reading-matter of the town at that time.

HISTORICAL NOTES.

The following historical notes, covering a period

from 1849 to 1879, were contributed by H. H. Bel-

den, Esq.

:

1849, April 1, H. H. Belden commenced the dry-

goods business.

1854, April 1, Spong & Bardwell commenced the dry-

goods business.

1857, Sept. 21, Eliphalet Swift died, aged seventy-

eight years. Mr. Swift was a lawyer of some note,

held many important offices of trust in town, and

represented the town in Legislature two or three

times.

1858, Feb. 28, Wm. Robert Taylor, son of Deacon

E. W. Taylor, was buried in Evergreen Cemetery.

His body was recovered from the ship " John Milton,"

wrecked off Montauk Point, east end of Long Island,

on Friday night, in a violent snow-storm, February

19th ; ten others perished ; all the bodies recovered.

March 22d Zalmon Sanford died. Mr. Sanford was

in the lumber business with Horace Stai)les for many
years, and afterwards by himself in the business ; a

prominent business man. April 7th, Dr. Joseph

Jauncy died. Dr. Jauncy stood high as a medical

practitioner. August 21st, Spong & Gray's store was

robbed.

1859, Jan. 10, Sylvester Bouton, son of Richard

Bouton, reported lost: hit by boom of vessel and

knocked overboard, off coast of Florida
;
body not

recovered. January 20th, Capt. Maltby Allen and

crew, composed of Azon Allen and a hand by name
of Hendrix, lost on board the schooner" IdoraEmma
Jane," loaded with coal, bound for New Haven.

Hendrix drifted ashore on Long Island in a yawl-

boat : froze to death. The jolly, with stone in it, also

drifted on shore.

1859, March 1, Hczekiah Wakeman's barn and out-

buildings at Coley Town burned at midnight; incen-

diary. April 2d, Sullivan Moulton, the oldest dry-

goods merchant in Westport, died.

1861, Feb. 14, R. H. Winslow, of the firm of Wins-

low, Lancer & Co., died. Mr. Winslow was a public-

spirited man, and his death was a great loss to the

town.

1862, Feb. 10, John Spong died ; buried in New

Haven. Mr. Spong was formerly in the dry-good«

business with a Mr. I'ardwell, and when he died th<;

firm was S[)ong & (iray.

186.'5, Aug. 22, Stapkw h Adams' hardware-Htore

was burned at two o'clock a.m.
;
incendiary. Oct/jber

31st, Samuel Gorham's barn burned. December 12th,

John Cleaveland, a lawyer, died.

18()4, Feb. 4, the great Winslow will ca«e settled by
coni))roiiiise. September .''d, Uogers & Goodrtell's

store and tin-shoj) robbed.

1865, Feb. 1, Dr. David S. Burr died. Dr. Burr

was a young physician of much promise. His friends

erected a handsome monument to his memory in the

Episcojjal burying-ground. March 4th, William H.
Richards died. Mr. Richards was long a po|)ular

teacher of a select school in Westport. August 2d,

Daniel Nash, a man of wealth, a member of one of

the oldest families in this region, died, aged ninety-

five years and two months. August 22d, Jonas H.
Phelps, a machinist and man of much mechanical

genius, died. Mr. Phelps built the draw over the

river in the village. Dcccnnber 12th, Samuel Gorham,

a well-to-do farmer, died. His family date back to

the first settlement of the county.

1866, June 15, Burr Keeler died in a fit of apoplexy,

aged eighty-two years. Mr. Kecler held many im-

portant offices in town.

1868, Nov. 16, Levi T. Downs died, aged seventy-

nine. Mr. Downs was for many years in the grocery

business in town, and was long identified with its in-

terest.

1871, Nov. 14, James H. Utter was killed at the rail-

road crossing at Compo by the two o'clock express

train from New York.

1872, May 9, Maj. William Burwell died. :May ISth,

John W. Taylor's drug-store and town clerk's office

was broken into, the safe blown open and robbed.

August 3d, Orin Taylor fell dead at New Rochclle,

while coming from New York to Westport. Septem-

ber 1st, William S. Jones, harness-maker, died.

1873, Feb. 14, Patrick Cunningham's barn burnt;

incendiary. March 13th, schooner " Jas. K. Polk."

loaded with an assorted cargo, burned at her dock
;

loss about five thousand ; no insurance
;
incendiary.

1874, Aug. 8, Dr. George Blackman died. Mr.

Blacknian was a physician for many years.

1875, Feb. 22, Stephen 11. Alden's barn burnt ; in-

cendiary. May lytli, William C. Staple.-*' barn burnt

;

incendiary.
,

1876, Jan. 3, Lanson Colcy died, ageil about eighty

years. April 18th, John H. Gray,* hanlware nior-

ehant, died. July 3d, Alva Gray, hardware nior-

chant, died, .luly 8th, David S. Gray, for many
years hotel proprietor, died. Dec. 29th, John War-

ren Taylor died, aged sixty-seven : was town dork

forty-five years (I believe) ;
kept drug- and l>ook-

store.

* Mr. Gray wrote a sories of intprosting histoncKl Mticles on W<

port, which aro in this work.
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1878, Jan. 10, David M. Marvin, first president of

First National Bank, died. February 14th, Theodore

Werner, member of United States Coast Survey, died.

July 29th, O. M. Bennett died, aged ninety-two years.
'

1879, March 21, Capt. Daniel Burr died.

1880, Jan. 5, Capt. Charles Wakeman died, aged
'

eighty. January 22d, William H. Burr died. Feb-

ruary 11th, First National Bank safe blown open and

robbed. February 28th, Elizabeth Taylor died, aged

ninety-two ; came to Westjiort from Sing Sing in 1816.
|

March 6th, Charles Fairchild died, aged about sev-
j

enty-five ; Hezekiah Ogden died, aged about seventy-

five.

" The abstract of the lists of taxable property in

the town of Westport," says the late Alva Gray, " re-

turned by the assessors for 1871, shows under the head

of jileasure wagons and carriages the sum of twenty-

five thousand seven hundred and forty-five dollars,

which is probably not more than one-third of the

actual value of this description of jsroperty. What
the value of carriages and wagons might have been

in 1809 I have no means of knowing, but believe it

could not have exceeded three thousand dollars.

Eight old-fashioned gigs, of the value of one hundred

and fifty dollars each, comprised the sum total of tax-

able carriages. One-horse wagons were hardly known
;

a two-horse coach was a curiosity, only in the reach

of some aristocrat of great wealth. I remember one

only, that of old Isaac Bronson, of Greenfield, and

when at a brigade training on Coley's Plains, I think

in that year, Bronson's coach, driven by special per-

mission within the lines, attracted as much attention

as the soldiers. The first one-horse wagon I can recol-

lect was owned by Capt. Ebenezer Coley about 1806

or 1807, made by Ephraim Sanford, of Reading, then

the only wagon-maker in this section. Caj^t. Coley

was a very large man, weighing probably two hundred

and fifty pounds, and as he grew old, had his wagon

made for his special use,—low and wide, the seat on

rollers, so that he could with ease be rolled in and

out by his negro men, of whom he had four or five.

This description of vehicles did not get into general

use before about 1830. There was little travel except

on horseback before that time. A stage-coach, carry-

ing the mail and a few passengers, passed daily

through our village, and a passage to New York could

be had for three dollars, leaving here about five o'clock

P.M., and reaching the city about the same hour in

the morning."
INCIDENT.

Westport has had many enterprising inhabitants,

one of whom deserves special notice. About the year

1832, Mr. Daniel Piatt, a very energetic man, carrying

on the carriage business in this place at that time,

determined on building a barn complete in one day.

Mr. Stephen Nash, a man of like energy (who is now
living, and over eighty years of age), was selected as

the carpenter. Mr. Nash took the plan, and after

surveying its dimensions promised to take the job in

hand and have it completed at the required time.

He was told to select his men and be ready such a

day. The barn was to be 26 by 36 feet. The timber,

lumber, shingle, nails, and ten gallons " Old Jamaica"

were on hand. Mr. Nash engaged the services af

nine carpenters, and sixteen farmers, who knew what

work was, and on the day appointed were all on hand,

and the work commenced. The frame was hewed,

mortised, and put up
;
sided, roof shingled, two pair

large doors and five small ones made, hinges, hookf^,

and staples made, put on, and doors hung; gutters

and leaders put up, and the barn painted throughouc,

the floors laid, six shocks of rye threshed out, the

grain cleaned up and taken to mill, the flour returnee

and Mrs. Piatt had biscuit for tea made of the same,

enough to accommodate all present. Time con-

sumed, ten hours. The barn is in good condition and

still standing on the premises of Mr. F. B. Morehouse,

on West Avenue.

MILITARY RECORD, 1861-65.

THIRD REGIMENT.

Company 1).

Barnes, James, enl. May 11, 18G1 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

King, Charles, enl. May 11, 1801 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

FIRST SQUADRON CAVALRY.

CompaiiJ/ B.

Douglass, James, enl. Aug. 21, 18G1 ; disch. June 30, 1863.

FIRST REGIMENT CAVALRY.

Company C.

Smith, Charles, enl. Aug. 10, 1864; must, out Aug. 2, 1805.

Company G.

Gonsalves, William B., enl. Aug. 2, 1804; must, out Aug. 1, 18G6.

Smith, John, eul. Aug. 13, 1804; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Company I.

Passmore, Edward, enl. Dec. 23, 1863; captured June 29, 1864.

Company K.

Brown, James, enl. Dec. 29, 1863.

Hurd, Henry E., enl. Dec. 30, 1863 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Vnas&igned.

Egan, John, enl. Aug. 30, 1804; not taken up on rolls.

Woods, Joseph, enl. Aug. 12, 1804 ; not taken up ou rolls.

SECOND LIGHT B \TTERY.

Fowler, Thomas, enl. Feb. 16, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

Hopper, William, enl. Feb. 16, 1804; not taken up on rolls.

Printer, Edward, enl. Feb. 15, 1804.

FIRST REGIMENT ARTILLERY.

Company A,

Livins, John, enl. Dec. 3, 1804.

Company F.

Bander, Gustavus, enl. Dec. 5, 1864; must, out Sept. 25, 1805.

Company I.

Bussing, Fred. H., eul. Feb. 10, 1804; must, out Sept. 25, 1805.

Hays, John, enl. Aug. 0, 1804.

Company K,

Fisk, Wilbur, corporal ; enl. May 23, 1861 ; re-enl. Nov. 5, 1864 ; must,

out Nov. 4, 1805.

Jordan, John H., enl. May 23, 1801; disch. May 22, 1804, at expiration

of term.

Company M.

Boughton, James, enl. Feb. 4, 1802 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, Nov. 23, 1803.

St. Clair, William, enl. Aug. 20, 1804; not taken up on rolls.
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SECOND KEGIMENT ARTILLERY.

1 Company D.

K^ith.Fred. K., enl. Dec. 2C, T8C;i ; wounded Sept. 19, 1H(;4; must, out

Aug. 18, 1805.

T^yon, Edwin, enl. Dec. 17, 180o; trans, to U.S.N. April 14, 18C5.

l..yon, George A., enl. Dec. 19, 181)3; must, out Aug. 18, 1805.

' ^ TCompnivj I.

Oregg, William, enl. Dec. 2G, 18G3 ; discli. for disability, Aug. 23, 18(;5.

Cnmprtuij M,

Donahue, Thomas, enl. Feb. 10, 1804.

Robert, James, enl. Fob. 10, 1804.

Unafinirjned.

Brady, Cliarles, enl. Aug. 12, 1804 ; not taken up on rolls.

'Harrey, Jipies, enl. Aug. 12, 1804; not taken up on rolls,

t
FIFTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Conipanij A .

Jones, Philo W., Jr., enl. July 22, 18G1 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, July 1,

1863.

Werner, R. R., enl. July 22, 1801; killed Aug. 19, 1802.

Company D.

Butterfield, James, enl. Aug. 10, 1802; pro. to captain; must, out July

19, 1805.

Compmiy E.

Johnson, William C, enl. July 22, 1801; must, out May 21, 1802.

Johnson, Charles W., enl. July 22, 18G1 ; disch. July 21, 1804, at expira-

tion of term.

Leggett, Elijah, enl. July 22, 1801 ; died Feb. 15. 1802.

'Leggett, John, enl. July 22, 1801 ; died Aug. 22, 1863.

Olmsted, Charles, enl. July 22,1861; re-enl. Dec. 21,1863; mu.st. out

July 19, 1865.

Robinson, John, enl. July 22, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 21, 1803; disch. July 6,

1805.

Sherwood, Lorenzo, enl. July 22,1801; trans, to Inv. Corps, Sept. 30,

1863.

Staples, Michael, enl. July 22, 1801.

Scofield, Sylvester, eul. July 22, 1801; i-o-enl. Dec. 21,1863; must, out

July 19, 1805.

Snagg, William, eul. July 22, 1801 ; re-enl. Dec. 21, 1803; must, out July

19, 1805.

SIXTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Compimy A.

Fuller, John H., enl. Sept. 3, 1801 ; disch. Sept. 2, 1804, at expiration of

term.

Company G.

McCaffrey, James, enl. Dec. 3, 1864; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

Matthews, William, eul. Dec. 3, 1804; must, out Aug. 21, 18C5.

Company I,

Stahl, Henry, enl. Dec. 2, 1804; must, out Aug. 21, 1865.

SEVENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company A.

Warrington, John, eul. Feb. 10, 1804; drowned Juno 10, 1805.

Company D.

Gennon, Patrick, enl. Feb. 18, 1804.

Company G.

Meyers, John, enl. Feb. 30, 1804.

Company H.

Root, JIatthew, enl. Oct. 6, 1SG4; must, out July 20, 1865.

EIGHTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company D.

Byard, Philip, eul. Feb. 15, 1864.

Eraser, John, enl. Feb. 1.5, 1804.

Hawkins, John, enl. Feb. 15, 1804; trans, to U.S.N. April 27, 1804.

White, James, enl. Feb. 16, 1804.

Company F.

Payne, Robert, enl. Dec. 29, 1863; must, out Nov. 15, 1805.

Ornipany O,

Winter, Charles, enl. Aug. 9, 1804.

Ccmpany H.

Byron, Roger, enl. Sept. 25, 1801 ; discli. Oct. 1, 1804.

Dwire, Dennis, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; disch. May 8, 180.3.

Dwire, Michael, enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; disch. for disability Feb. 10, 18C3.

Glynn, James, onl. Sept. 25, 1801 ; killed July 8, 18<>1.

King, Charles, enl. Sept. 25, 1801.

Lannagan, Dennis, Sept. 25, 1801.

Watorbury, Francis, enl. Sept. 25, 1801 ; re-enl. Dix. 24, 1803 ; must, out

Deo. 12, 1805.

Hackett, .lolin, enl. July 29, 1864.

NINTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company F.

Bone, Robert, enl. Jan. 9, 1804; disch. Oct. 26, 1804.

Peck, Edgar A., enl. Dec. 30, 1803 ; trans, to Co. C. ; must, out Aug. 3,

1865.

Company I.

Byron, Dennis, enl. Oct. 1, 1801 ; not taken upon rolls after cousol., Oct.

31, 1864.

TENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company 11.

Foster, Robert, enl. Dec. 29, 1863 ; killed Aug. 14, 18M.

ELEVENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company E.

Kelly, James, enl. Nov. 28, 1864; must, out Dec. 21, 1800.

Company I.

McDonald, William, enl. March 29, 1804.

Company K.

Reed, John, enl. March 29, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 2.5, 1865.

Townseud, George, enl. March 29, 1864 ; died July 27, 1864.

TWELFTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company C.

Elwell, Philander, enl. Feb. 12,1862; rc-enl. Feb. 17, 1864; must, out

Aug. 2, 1865.

Company E.

Allen, Jeremiah, enl. Jan. 8, 1862; died Sept, 13, 1802.

Moreliouse, Samuel E., enl. Jan. 15, 1802 ; killed April 13, 1863.

Norris, George E., enl. Nov. 12, 1801 ; disch. Feb. 14, 1863.

Roth, Jacob, enl. Dec. 3, 1801.

THIRTEENTH RE(UMENT INFANTRY.

Company .1.

Brannock, Kay, eul. Dec. 26, 1863.

Buckley, John, enl. Aug. 9, 1804; not taken up on rolls.

FOURTEENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company A.

Hagan, Thomas, enl. Aug. 3, 1864 ; trans. 2d Conn. Vol. Heavy Art. May

31, 1865.

Mott, William, enl. Aug. 28, 1863 ; died of wounds >XH-"d Oct. 14, 1863.

Company E.

Snyder, John, enl. Aug. 1, 1804.

Company F.

Dougherty, David, eul. Aug. 1, 1804.

Company G.

Wilson, George, enl. July 29, 1864.

Company H.

Smith, George, enl. Aug. (i, 1S04 ; killed Aug. 2,5, 1SG4.

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company E.

Burr, Ilonry P., captain; com. July 2;i, 1862; ri>signod May 28, 1864.

Johnson, William C., first lieutenant ; com. July 22, 1862; resigned Oct.

3, 1862.

Hubbell, James E., sergeant; onl. .Vug. 7, 1862; piv. c»pt,iin ; must, out

July 19, 1865.

Lees, George D., sergeant; onl. .\ug. 7, 1862; piv. second lievitenaut;

must, out July 19, 1805.
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McDonougli, Heury, sergeant; eul. Aug. 14, 1862; pro. first lieutenant;

must, out July 19, ISCo.

Murry, Charles, sergeant; eul. Aug. 7, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Hale, George, corporal; enl. Aug. 8, 1862; pro. second lieutenant; must.

out July 19, 18C5.

Perry, Aaron B., corporal ; enl. Aug. 7, 18C2 ; disch. for disability Dec. 10,

1862.

Bennett, Aaron, corporal; enl. Aug. 7, 1862; trans, to luv. Corps July 1,

1863.

Lees, Edward M., corporal ; enl. Aug. 18, 1862
;
pro. first lieutenant

;

wounded
;
resigned Oct. 10, 1863.

Perry, James A., corporal ; enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 186.5.

Hadley, William, wagoner; enl. Aug. 20, 1862 ; disch. for disability April

1, 1865.

Allen, Elnathan, enl. Aug. 7, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Allen, Theodore, enl. Aug. 8, 1S62 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Ahearn, Patrick, enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; disch. for disability April 15, 1863.

Burr, John T., enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Brotherton, Benjamin, enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Barnes, James H., enl. Aug. 8, 1862; trans. Inv. Corps; must, out June

26, 1865.

Bothwell, David, enl. Aug. 6, 1862 ; disch. for disability April 15, 1863.

Buckley, Thomas, enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; must, out July 10, 1865.

Baker, Joseph H., enl. Aug. 14, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Bloomer, John H., enl. Aug. 4, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Chase, Dennis 0., enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Darron, Francis, enl. Aug. 13, 1862; disch. Dec. 23, 1862.

Elhvood, Francis H., enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ;
must, out July 18, 1865.

Ellwell, Herman, eul. Aug. 4, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Foote, Francis C, enl. Aug. 7, 1862
;
missing July 2, 1863.

Flynn, James, enl. Aug. 19, 1862 ; died July 14, 1863.

Guernsey, George H., eul. Aug. 7, 1862 ; died Aug. 9, 1863.

Hoyt, Charles G., enl. Aug. 7, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Hendricks, Lewis B., enl. Aug. 7, 1862; discli. for disability June 23,

1865.

Keyser, William R., enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; disch. for disability Jan. 17, 1863.

Lockwood, Samuel, enl. Aug, 13, 1862 ; must, out July 6, 1865.

Montieth, James, eul. Aug. 7, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Morehouse, Calvin, enl. Aug. 7, 1862.

Nash, Joseph B., enl. Aug. 7, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Nash, Francis, enl. Aug. 18, 1862
; nn'ssing July 2, 1863.

Olmsted, Charles, enl. Aug. 7, 1862 ; trans, to Vet. Res. Corps Jan. 1,

1865.

Perry, Roscoe, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Porter, Frederick M., enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; nnist. out July 19, 1865.

Roach, James, enl. Aug. 7, 1862 ; died Jan. 6, 1865.

Seery, John, enl. Aug. 4, 1862; disch. for disability Dec. 5, 1862.

Schofleld, Orlando F., enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; died May 1, 1863.

Tibbe, Rufus, eul. Aug. 8, 1862; trans, to Inv. Corps March 15, 1864.

Taylor, Orron, enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Taylor, Augustus, enl. Aug. 8, 18(>2 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Wakeman, Rufus, enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Wakeman, Frederick, enl. Aug. 9, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Worden, Amos, enl. Aug. 7, 1862 ; disch. for disability Jan. 21, 1863.

Wilbur, Henry U., enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; trans, to Inv. Corps July 1, 1863.

Warren, Eugene, enl. Aug. 14,1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Wolfe, John W., enl. Aug. 16, 1862.

Company F.

DeGi-oot, Benjamin, enl. Dec. 11, 1863 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Mills, Aaron, enl. Dec. 9, 1863 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Company G.

Baker, Samuel B., eul. Aug. 18, 1864; must, out July 7, 1865.

Company H.

Toung, George B., enl. July 24, 1862 ; trans, to Inv. Corps Sept. 1, 1863.

Company I.

Dennis, John H., enl. Aug. 6, 1862 ; trans, to Inv. Corps ; must, out July

10, 1865.

Hull, Levi, enl. Aug. 7, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Company C.

Cavanaugh, Charles, enl. Aug. 25, 1864.

Howard, James, enl. Aiig. 6, 1864.

Murray, George D., enl. Aug. 8, 1864.

Rogers, William, enl. Aug. 10, 1864.

TWENTIETH REGIMENT.

Unassigned.

Ten Byck, Charles, enl. Aug. 9, 1864.

Wilson, George, enl. Aug. 23, 1864.

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT.

Company I.

Tonket, Benjamin H., enl. Sept. 8, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Nichols, Orville, enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT.

Company C.

McDonough, Louis R., captain; com. Oct. 3, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28,

1863.

Taylor, Jonathan C, second lieutenant; com. Sept. 8, 1862; hon. disch.

Aug. 28, 1863.

Mills, John P.. sergeant ; enl. Sept. 8, 1862.

Smith, Francis, sergeant ; enl. Sept. 10, 1862 : hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Crawford, Samuel B., corporal ; enl. Sept. 10, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 28,

1863.

Sherwood, Charles W., corporal ; enl. Sept. 10, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 28,

1863.

Sherwood, James S., corporal; enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; lion, disch. Aug. 28,

1863.

Darrow, John II., corporal ; enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; died July 16, 1863.

Snagg, Robert R., musician ; enl. Sept. 8, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28,

1803.

Banks, Edward W., musician ; enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28,

1863.

Brewer, William H., wagoner; enl. Sept. 9, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28,

1863.

Allen, Charles W., enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Allen, Edward, enl. Sept. 10, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Banks, Stephen, enl. Sept. 10, 1862; died May 25, 1863.

Brothertou, Edward, enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

1 Brotherton, George, enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

Brothertou, Arthur J., enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Baker, George, enl. Sept. 9, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Batterson, Charles, enl. Sept. 10, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Baker, Bradley B., enl. Sept. 8, 1802 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Bentley, James, enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Bones, Robert, enl. Nov. 5, 1862.

Burns, Jeremiah, enl. Nov. 5, 1802.

Blair, Francis, enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

Carroll, Terrence D., enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug, 28, 1803.

Corbit, Matthew, enl. Oct. 21, 1862.

Grossman, Charles E., enl. Sept. 9, 1862.

Disbrow, Richmond, enl. Oct. 9. 1862; died Aug. 1, 1863.

Davis, George W., enl. Oct. 10, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Delaney, John, enl. Nov. 4, 1862.

Fillow, Henry B,, enl. Sept, 10, 1862; died July 25, 1863.

Foote, Peter R., enl. Sept. 10, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Furgurson, Ralph, enl. Oct. 21, 1862.

Gregory, John G., enl. Sept. 9, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Green, Byron, enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Glinn, Thomas, Jr., enl. Sept. 10, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Hickey, John, enl. Sept. 9, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

Howe, Stephen H., enl. Oct. 21, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Lockwood, William H., enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

Lockwood, George B., enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

Little, John, enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

Mills, William H. (1st), enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1803.

Mills, William H. (2d), eul. Sept. 8, 1862 ; died June 19, 1863.

McBride, Andrew J,, enl. Sept. 9, 1862 ; lion, disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

I

Meeker, Charles A., enl. Sept, 10, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

i

Mahoney, Patrick, enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

' McNeal, George, enl. Nov. 4, 1862.

Nelson, George, enl. Nov. 4, 1862.

Richardson, George A., enl. Sept. 10, 1862; disch. for re-enl. July 23,

1863.

Rouan, Garrett, enl. Sept. 10, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Smith, William H., enl. Sept. 8, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

Smith, Charles F., enl. Sept. 10, 1862.

Sherwood, Edward F., eul. Sept. 10, 1862; disch. March 30, 1863.

i Sherwood, Jesse, enl. Sept. 10, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 28, 1863.

' Williams, Oran, enl. Oct. 9, 1862.
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Warren, James, enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; hoii. disch. Aug. 28, 18(i.'l.

Youngs, William H., enl. Sept. 10, 1862; died Dec. 2'), 1862.

Youngs, Charles J., enl. Sept. 10, 1862 ; lion, disch. Aug. 2K, 186.'i.

Covipatu/ IT.

Difkins, Frank II., enl. Nov. 10, 1862.

TWENTY-NINTH RICGIMKNT (COLORED).

Company B.

Jolinson, William II., enl. Dec. 28, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 186.5.

Gom-panii E.

Frye, John, enl. Dec. 23, 1863.

Jackson, .Jos. H., enl. Dec. 22, 1863 ; must, out Oct. 24, 186.'").

Company F.

Benson, Samuel IF., enl. Dec. 24, 1863; disch. for disability, March 1,

1865.

Gregory, Thomas, enl. Dec. 24, 1863 ; inu.-it. out Oct. 24, 1865.

Williams, Charles C, enl. Dec. 22, 1863 ; must, 4)uf Oct. 24, 1865.

Co'inpany G.

Burns, James, enl. Dec. 29, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Jackson, William H., enl. Dec. 24, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Jack.sou, Fiaiik, enl. Dec. 24, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Johnson, William H., enl. Dec. 2(1, 1863; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Benson, Thomas, enl. Dec. 24, 1863; died Jan. 7, 1864.

Jackson, Ahram, enl. Dec. 29, 1863.

Liinoson, Enos, enl. Dec. 29, 1863.

Company II.

Tliompson, John, enl. Dec. 22, 1863; died Nov. 26, 1864.

Vantross, Charles, eul. Dec. 21, 1803 ; died Oct. 9, 1864.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

HON. RICIIARD HENRY WINSLOW.

Hod. Richard Henry AViiislow, son ofRiclianl and
Mary Corning Win.slow, was born in Albany, N. Y.,

Sept. 16, 1806, and was a direct descendant of Kenelin

Winslow, one of the "Mayflower" pilgrims iii 1620.

His schoolboy days were spent in Albany ; on leav-

ing school, at the age of sixteen, he commenced his

business career with R. J. Knowlson, who was at that

time one of the leading business men of that city ; from

there he removed to Canandaigua, N. Y., and entered

the service of Deacon Thomas Beals, who was then

one of the prominent merchants of Central New York.

In 1825 he left Canandaigua, and went to join his

uncle, Leonard Corning, in South America, who at

that time and for many years aiterwards was Amer-
ican consul at Maranham, Brazil. Here he was jilaced

in charge of important interests in connection with

the consulate and his uncle's affairs
;
among other

duties made a voyage to France as supercargo, return-

ing to Brazil within twelve months, after a successful

accomplishment of the objects of the voyage.

In consequence of ill effects of the climate upon
his health he returned to New York in 1828, and not

long after entered into copartner.diip with Mr. M. C.

Morgan, in the general produce cominlssion business,

under the firm of Morgan & Winslow ; this connec-

tion continued until 1832, when a copartnership was

formed with Mr. Tilley Allen, in the stock and money
exchange business, in ^Vall Street. Mr. .Ulcn re-

mained in the linn Imt a vftar or two, Mr. Winslow
continuing the business on liis own account for a year

[

or more, vvlien lie aHst)ciat(?d himself with .J. Newton
Perkins, under the firm of Winslow & I'erkinH. Vtom
thenceforth the business was greatly extended, em-
bracing banking, the negotiating of State st<jck, mort-

gage bonds for the eonstmction of railroads, tlii*

house being the [tioneer in introducing to the j>ubli(;

in this country railway mortgages with bonds biised

thereon, the Cleveland, (Joliiml)us and Cincinnati

;

Railway -securities being the fir.-<t of this class that

!
were placed upon the American market. The re-

I

markable success of that negotiation wa.s soon followed

by other like issues, and gave such position and jtromi-

nencc to the firm as made it the leading negotiator of

many subse(]uent transactions of like character.

(Jn Mr. Winslow's ri^tirement from the stock ex-

change a pair of silver pitchers were presented Ui him
on which was the following inscription :

" Presented

by the New York Stock and ICxchangc Board to their

Vice-President, Richard Henry Winslow, Esq., Nov.

6, 1839." About the year 1848, .Air. Perkins retired

from the firm, and was immediately succeeded by Mr.

J. F. D. Lanier, of Indiana, where he had become

prominent in the management of banking and State

finances; the firm then became Winslow & Lanier.

Shortly afterwards two ytjunger brothers of Mr. Wins-

low were added to the firm, and the name changed

to Winslow, Lanier & Co., and, while the membcrshii)

of the house has in the mean tiiiu- undergone .several

changes, the firm-name remains unaltered up to this

day, and takes rank among the foremost banking-

houses of the country'.

1 In 1859, Mr. AVinslow's liealth lieing seriously ir.i-

{

paired by his intense devotion to the busines.-* that

had become greatly extendetl, retired to his ])eautiful

country home at Westport, Conn., to reap the fruits of

no ordinary business career that had extended through

a period of nearly forty years.

Ill 1858, Mr. A\'inslow was a member of the (ieneral

Assembly, House of Rejiresentatives, and in the year

1859 he was a candidate for Lieutenant-! rovernor.

Ill the year 1860 (April), Mr. Winslow was State Sen-

ator, Tenth Senatorial (Bridgeport) District; served

his term with acceptance, securing the friendship

of the late Governor Seymour and other leading

citizens of the State, who remember him with feel-

ings of singular attachment. In 1829 he married

Miss Robertson, of New Ytn-k, by whom he had

three daughters who survive him. ;uid two sons who
died in infancy.

In 1854 he contracted a second marriage, with Miss

Mary E. Fitch, of N(n"wich, Conn., who survives him
in the enjoyment of an am])le fortune bequentheil to

her at his death. Mr. Winslow died at Wostport."

Fairfield Co., Conn.. Feb. 14. 1861. Mr. Winshiw in

his intercourse with the men of his time, in the varied

relations in active life, impressed himself with being

:i gentlenuin of marked eh;iracteristics. which made
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him souglit for by all who appreciate character and

administrative ability.

In conversation illumined by extended reading and

knowledge of the world he was singularly interesting,

in sagacity clear, as well as positive in his views.

In the concejition of measiires he was far-reaching,

and bold in their execution ; in the power of winning

others to aid in carrying out his plans he had few

equals and no superiors. He was affectionate by
nature, unshaken in his attachments and confidences,

faithful in his friendships, and large in his benefac-

tions ; while those who knew him as brother, husband,

and friend will never cease to love and cherish his

memory.

" IIOKANUM,"

RESIDENCE OF THE LATE MORRIS KETCHUM, WESTPORT, CONN.

MORRIS KETCHUM.

Morris Ketchum, whose home at "Hokanum," in

the town of Westport, Ccnn., has for many years

been known as one of the most attractive and elegant

country-seats, was born in Waterford, Saratoga Co.,

N. Y., in the year 1796. His father, Amos Ketchum,
was descended from one of the earliest settlers of the

county.

At an early age young Ketchum came to Westport

to attend school ; he here formed the acquaintance of

the ladies who subsequently became his first and sec-

ond wives
;
they were sisters, daughters of Mr. Silas

Burr. At the age of sixteen he commenced his busi-

ness studies in New York City ; two years later he

visited Savannah, Ga., where he established business

as a cotton broker, making himself thoroughly ac-

quainted with the grading of cotton, and the manner
of handling it from the field to its delivery into the

manufacturer's hands. His success was immediate ; he

soon obtained the confidence and patronage which

justified his opening a commission house in New
York, in association with his father. The sagacity

and business ability thus early exhibited naturally

attracted attention. Mr. Ketchum was offered a

partnership with Mr. Rogers, famous as the builder

of locomotive-engines, at Paterson, N. J. The firm-

style was Rogers, Ketchum & Grosvenor. In the

distribution of duties and functions Mr. Ketchum

became the financier of this prosperous firm, and

in his transactions with the railroad magnates

of the entire continent gave abundant evidence

that in the world of finance he had found his legiti-

mate sphere of action. The firm described above

entered the banking business in addition to manufac-

turing. On Mr. Grosvenor retiring from it the style

was changed to Ketchum, Rogers & Bement, later
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its style beciime

Ketfhuni, Howe
& Co., and liiially

Morris Ketchuni,

Son & Co. Tliese

jjartnersliips cov-

ered nearly forty

years of Mr. Kcteliuni's eventful life, and many very

important enterprises were undertaken and carried to

successful completion under their auspices.

At a day when many deemed the scheme impractical

Mr. Ketchum gave a hearty support to the building of

the New York and New Haven Railroad, and it is safe

to say no man contributed more than he to its success-

ful establishment.

Of the Illinois Central Railroad he was one of the

earliest projectons, aiding in securing its wonderful

land grant and finding a market for its bonds. To
rightly estimate the magnitude of this work it should

be considered not in the light of to-day, but of that

early time in the history of railroads in the West

;

but few men had the sagacity to anticipate the re-

sources of the country now tributaiy to that important

railway. Mr. Ketchum not only appreciated its pro-

spective im])ortance, but he inspired confidence in

others in a remarkable manner.

(Jonfidenco is said to \)<: a plant

of slow growth. How had Mr.

Ketchum acfjuired it? Tliis le-

gitimate iufjiiiry regarding him
may be answered in two ways:

First, his judgment was sound;

always based on thorougli knowl-

edge of all attainable facts in the

case, a comprehensive mind qual-

ified him to grasp a financial

scheme with clearness. He wa.s a

courageous man, and a man of

honor; he asked no one to follow

where he would not lead. Again,

he was one of the very few men
who liad foreseen the commercial

panic of 1887; he not only pre-

dicted it, but, against entreaty and
protestation, withdrew his capital

from his then sanguine partners,

and prepared himself to outri'le

the financial storm in safety. The
period from 1837 to 1842 found

him in a position to take advan-

tage of this foresight, and gave

him the unbounded confidence of

business circles ; these years of

ruin to many were years of pros-

perity to him.

When Hon. S. T. Cha.se, then

Secretary of the United States

Treasury, found himself face to

face with the gigantic financial

])roblems of our civil war, he found in Morris Ketchum

a tower of strength, a man of undoubted jiatriotism,

combined with financial experience, tact, and rc-source.

He was the trusted adviser of the government during

the darkest hours of its peril ; when doubt and dis-

trust prevailed he courageously met the exigency:

took persomvUy large amounts of the bonds first issued,

inspiring confidence by his prompt action. He gave

Mr. Chase such counsel in critical junctures as to have

called from that oflicial the heartiest acknowledg-

ments.

In 18(54 a quarrel between the directors of the

Fourth National Bank of New York threatened to

ruin the institution and force it into liquidation.

Mr. Ketchum was selected as a compromise president

;

by liis shrewd and careful management the bank was

brought safely through its troubles. He resigned the

l)residency of the bank in July, 18G5, and in the sum-

mer of that year, owing to the failure of his old firm,

he was obliged to retire from business. Great sym-

jtathy was felt i'or ilr. Ketchum in this misfortune,

but he made an honorable settlement with his credi-

tors, and by his indomitable pluek and energy agaiu

acquired a comfortable fortune.

^Ir. Ketchum passed many yeai-s of his eventtul

life at his home in Westport. He had acquired by

' HOKANUM."
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marriage an estate containing about one hundred

acres of wild rolling land, situated about a mile north

of the village, and forming a p&rt of what was known
as Burr's Plains ; to this estate he had added by pur-

chase from time to time, until at present it contains

over five hundred acres. By large expenditure of

money, under skillful direction, this once uninviting

property has been converted into a magnificent do-

main. By thorough drainage, improved methods of

agriculture, and tasteful adornment, Mr. Ketclinni

has set an example that iiuist ever liave a beneficial

influence. Thousands of trees were placed by the

porter's lodge.

hand of the master : their groupings are after the

most approved taste irl landscape gardening; the drives

through the estate (which are open to the public) are

most delightful. As might be expected, the best

breeds of cattle and domestic animals have been found

at " Hokanum ;

" their breeding and raising have

made them familiar to the farmers of the neighbor-

liood, and secured one result of their"[introduction,

—VIZ., the elevation of public taste in stock-breeding.

GARDENER S COTTAGE.

To the outside world Mr. Ketchum has been known
as the great private banker; to his family and asso-

GRAPERYt
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ciates he is remembered as the true and generous

friend, as the publie-spirited supporter of all jjrojeets

to elevate and strengthen the eause of religion, edu-

cation, and civil order, as a devoted husband and

father, a just administrator of affairs, a ])eace-maker,

ii friend of merit, a generous jiatron, a man of pure

morals and great integrity. His manner was quiet

and reticent; a close observer always, not only of men,

but of nature, his love of children and animals was re-

markable. He possessed a firmness that often assumed

the aspect of sternness, and even coldness ; this aspect

might be seen when in the battle of the giants he

marched with close-set lips and firm step direct to the

object of his ambition, but in the walks of domestic

life no one feared to approach him, for his gentleness

won confidence and love.

Mr. Ketchum had profound reverence for the

Christian religion ; he was a constant attendant and

supporter of public divine worship. While residing

at^Westport, his family attended the Congregational

church. In New York City their connection was

with the Presbyterian Church of which the late Eev.

Dr. W. Adams was pastor. Not only was he liberal

to the denomination of his adoption, but when called

on by the friends of other churches, both Protestant

and Catholic, to aid in building houses of worship, he

contributed generously.

Many of his tenants and domestic servants were of

the Catholic faith ; it gave Mr. Ketchum pleasure to

secure for them the 2)rivileges of worship in the church

of their choice
;
furthermore, he recognized the con-

servative influence of religious instruction upon the

whole community, and as a friend of civil order he

responded to these calls for aid.

In politics Mr. Ketchum was in early life a Whig,

a personal friend and admirer of Daniel Webster ; in

later years he was in full sympathy with the cause of

the Union and the Republican j)arty.

Mr. Ketchum married for his third wife (who sur-

vives him) the daughter of Judge Silvauus Miller,

of New York City, a nuin of ripe scholarship and

eminent legal ability.

Of Mr. Ketchum's living children there are five

sons and two daughters. Mr. Ketchum died Jan. 1,

1880, at his home in New York City. He had en-

joyed uniiiterrujjted licaltii for a long term of life,

—

at (eighty was vigorous and active. JIih fir-ath was the

result of i)aralysis. A list of tlie j>all-bearers indicatcH

the class of men wlio were proud to be named a« hi«

intimate friends. They were John J. Cisco, Jumm
S. Morgan, William E. Dodge, Dr. Willard I'arker,

P. 0. Calhoun, P. B. Hherman, W. W. Pheli)s, Horace

(Staples, Theodore A. Neal, President Jenkins, of the

Bank of America, Dr. .f. J I. Janeway, and fJouver-

neur Morris.

The accompanying views ar{' of the residence and
grounds at "Hokanum."

DANIEL NA.'JII.

In the records of the early Connecticut colonies is

often found the name of Nash. Micajah Na-sh, pa-

ternal grandfixther of the second Daniel, married, in

Norwalk, Mary Scribner, in 1744, and had three sons,

—Jesse, Daniel, and Samuel. This Daniel, born Dec.

2, 1747, resided at Patchogue, L. I., at the time of the

birth of his son Daniel, whose history we are writing.

This occurred May 12, 1770, and when the lad had at-

tained the age of fourteen liis father, Daniel, Sr.,

moved to Westport. This was in 1784. The elder

Daniel jjurchased some land and a mill, which latter

he put in care of the young lad, and which he faith-

fully attended for fifty years. This mill is still stand-

ing, and is now one hundred and five years old. In

1809 the father and son unitedly built the house now
owned and occujMcd by Edward H. Nash, and resided

together all the lifetime of the father. He, Daniel,

Sr., died Sept. 6, 1824. The education of tlie young

Daniel was derived from the primitive schools of that

day, where the young student graduated oftencr with

knowledge of the axe and scythe than with that of

books. His was a life of toil, unwearying labor, and

a continual battle with the forces of Jiature. It would

be strange if the life thus developed would not early

know the value of a dollar thus acquired, and cherish

it as an aiticle not lightly won. In early life he

showed the true business man bj' putting his money,

whenever any came into his i^ossession, at interest,

and keeping it there. With all his tact in acquiring

and retaining money he was very liberal where his

conscience approved, and was noted for the interest

he took in church mattei-s, and the great liberality

with which he supported its institutions. When the

Episcopal CJuirch in Norwalk (to which his father at

I

one time contributed two hundred dollars) was organ-

izing a " church fund," Mr. Nash gave at one time

five hundred dollars for that purjiose, and without

his hearty and exceedingly liberal financial support

no song of praise would have cheered the place where

now stands Christ church in Westport. He and his

sons Edward and Andrew have, far beyond others,

not only built, but sustained it. Mr. Nash was, as is

shown above, an Episcopalian, and member of the

building committee, and also warden of Christ Church.
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This was built in 1835, and named by Bishop Kemper,

—dear to all Episcopalians. Mr. Nash was first a
|

Whig, afterwards a Republican. During the Rebel-
[

lion a gentleman sent word to him not to invest in

United States government bonds. As quick as a flash
i

he turned and said, " What would you have,— Confed- i

erate?" Mr. Nash was noted for his skill and love of

telling stories. He neither desired nor held political
I

offices. He was quick, positive, and independent in

his nature, and had a fine sense of right and wrong.

Tenacious of his rights, he wanted all his own, but

never an unjustly-acquired dollar. His word was as

sacred as his bond, and neither were ever repudiated,
j

Mr. Nash married, Oct. 9, 1809, Rebecca, daughter

of Jonathan Camp, of Norwalk. Their children were

Edward H., Andrew C, Julia Ann (Mrs. J. W.

Wood), Hannah (Mrs. Ezra Morgan).

Mr. Nasli was over ninety years of age at the break-

ing out of the Southern Rebellion, and left the entire

control of his money to his son Edward. By his ju-

dicious investment in United States bonds—gold-

bearing—thousands of dollars were added to the estate.

Mr. Nash died Aug. 2, 1865, at the place so long

his home, at the advanced age of ninety-five yeai's.

Edward H., his son, married Abigail Gorham, Oct.

9, 1836. She died Jan. 16, 1861. For his second

wife he married Margaret N. Williams, Sept. 16, 1861.

She died Oct. 18, 1871. Their children are Adelaide,

Lloyd, Louisa, and Fanny. For his third wife Ed-

ward married Mrs. Mary E. Tuttle, daughter of

Lewis Partrick, April 17, 1872.

Andrew C. Nash married Eliza A. Adams, Jan. 18,

1835. Their children are Mary Frances (Mrs. Dr.

Bouton), Daniel C, Edward A., Andrew S., Celestia

A., Eliza A., and Amelia R. Mrs. Andrew Nash died

Nov. 12, 1876.

DR. GEORGE B. BOUTON.

In the old town records of Norwalk is recorded,

" John Bowten of Norwake, tooke to wifte Abigail,

dau. of Math. Marvin, sen'r. of the same, January the

1st, 1656." Thus among the earliest settlers of Fair-

field County were the ancestors of Dr. Bouton.

John Bouton was a French Huguenot, but at what i

time his immigration occurred is unknown. From

the marriage above given came five children, the eld-

est, John, born Sept. 30, 1659. This John had two

sons, Jakin and Joseph. Jakin was twice married,

and, by his second wife, had two sons, Esaias and

Moses, and many daughters. Esaias Bouton was

great-grandfather to Dr. Bouton, and married Phebe

Byxbee, May 30, 1753. Stephen, their fourth child,

born July 4, 1760, married Hannah, daughter of Jona-

than Camp, May 26, 1792. Their children were Han-

nah, Stephen, and Josiah. Stephen was born March

18, 1797. He married. May 5, 1823, Harriette, daugh-

ter of Beriah Bradley, of New Haven, Conn. She

was born Dec. 30, 1801. Mr. Bouton accompanied his

father as a lad to Troy, Rensselaer Co., N. Y., and

after arriving at maturity became senior member
of the grain-dealing and forwarding firm of S. & J.

Bouton. He was an active member of the Episcopal

Church, and, as the building of Christ church was

then going on, he became largely interested—finan-

cially—in it, and, by indorsing for the rector, was

rendered bankrupt. He then engaged in the grocery

trade, and after conducting it a few years moved to

New Haven, where he died, shoilly after, on Feb. 10,

1855. His wife, surviving him, lived till October, 1870.

Of their four children, only two—George B. and
Grace Bradley (who married William C, son of ex-

Mayor Peck, of New Haven)—survive.

George Beriah Bouton was born in Troy, N. Y.,

April 27, 1828, When about nine years old, he was
placed at the boarding-school of the Episcopal Insti-

tute, in charge of the rector of Christ Church, previ-

ously alluded to, and through whose fraudulent actions

his father was ruined. (It might be well for the moral

to add, en passant, that, for these and subsequent ac-

tions the rector was deposed from the ministry.)

Here George remained three or four years until his

father's failure, when our young student went into

the hardware stoi-e of an uncle, Edward Bradley, as

clerk. Performing his duty well, he remained in that

store three years, then accompanied Mr. Bradley to

New York City, and took a position in the large

establishment of Edward Corning & Co., which he

occupied for four years. (A singular circumstance

in the life of this uncle, Edward Bradley, is the fact,

that after thirty years of mercantile life, he studied

divinity, and was ordained a clergyman of the Episco-

pal Church, his ordination sermon being preached by

his son.) When Stephen Bouton removed to New
Haven, George accompanied him, and began to study

medicine under Dr. Charles Hooker, professor of

anatomy in Yale College. In January, 1856, he gradu-

ated at Yale, and in March of the same year at New
York Medical College. Preferring a metropolitan life,

Dr. Bouton located in New York Citj'. He had, even

before graduating, received the appointment of ex-

amining physician and deputy coroner, and at once

entered upon the duties. He held that position for

three successive terms of three years each, except an
interval of neai-ly a year, which was spent as surgeon

to Gen. Walker's troops in Nicaragua, where he was
located at St. George's and Rivas.

In 1865, Dr. Bouton, tiring of the incessant labor

of his city duties, removed to Westport, Conn., where

he now resides. He did not cease his labors, having

been in constant and very active practice since living

at Westport. By his great vitality he has been en-

abled to perform double the work of one man, and yet

keep his health. In his profession Dr. Bouton takes a

high stand. As evidence of his skill, we will adduce

the fact that, on one occasion, in New York City, he
successfiiUy invalidated a will, involving over two
hundred thousand dollars, by his examination of a
body, and introducing for the first time in legal
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annals, portions of the body which liad l)een buried

nine montlis, to illustrate testimony in a civil suit.

For this Dr. Bouton received a fee of three thousand

dollars. He is now medical examiner of several life

insurance comi^anies, and is a member of Fairfield

County Medical Society and Connecticut Medical

Society.

In 1861, April 28, Dr. Bouton married Mary Fran-

ces, daughter of Andrew C. Nash, of Westport, of an

old and prominent family. She was born Feb. 2G,

1837.

Dr. Bouton is both a Freemason and Odd-Fcllow.

Is a member of Wooster Lodge, No. 79, F. and A. M.,

New Haven, Conn., also of Franklin Chapter, No. 2,

Harmony Council, No. 8, and New Haven Comman-
dery. No. 2. Has been Senior Deacon and secretary

of lodge and secretary of chapter. He was delegate

to the Grand Lodge of I. 0. 0. F. in 1853 from Har-

mony Lodge, No. 5, of New Haven, and was the

youngest member of that body. He still belongs to

Harmony Lodge, and is a member of Sassacus En-

campment, No. 1, New Haven. Both Dr. Bouton and

wife are Episcopalians, and the doctor has been

vestryman in Christ Church, Westjiort, for fifteen

years.

" Personally, Dr. Bouton is social and pleasant, is a

strong friend, and held in high esteem by a large

circle of acquaintance. Politically, he is unswervingly

a Democrat.

Industry, public spirit, truthfulness, and faithful-

ness to every duty mark the course of Dr. Bouton,

and he is acknowledged to be to-day one of West-

port's most valued citizens, always enlisted in every-

thing tending to elevate, educate, or imi:)rove mankind.

JOHN AVARREN TAYLOR.

John Warren Taylor was born in Norwalk, April

8, 1810. He was son of Seth and Abigail (Warren)

Taylor. The old town records of Norwalk preserve

the following concerning his ancestry :
" March 1,

1713.—The Town by a major vote grants liberty to

John Taylor to erect a small house for his family's

convenience on y" Sabbath, on such part of y" town's

land near y* meeting-house as y° selectmen shall

allow or find convenient." " John Taylar, Junr.,

took to wife Sarah Lockwood, daughter of Mr. Dan-
iel Lockwood, late of Norwalk, dec'd, and was mar-

ried to her Nov. 6, 1723." She died Jan. 24, 1724-25.

" The s'd John Taylor, Jun'r., took to wife Hannah,

daughter of Lt. James Stewart, of Norwalk, and was

married to her Jan. 19, 1726-27." To them were born

John, James, Hannah, Eli, Seth, Bette, Asher. This

Setli, the grandA\ther of John Warren, was born

March 30, 1735, and married Martha Caylord, daugh-

ter of llev. William Gaylord, of Wilton, I\Iarch 7,

1765. Seth, Jr._, was their third child and oldest son.

His birth occurred Feb. 4, 1771. His brothers and

sisters were Ilufus Gaylord, Wm. Roswell, Louisa,

54

Eliza M., Sylvester G. By a Hubsefjucnt marriage

were l)orn Ilufus (I. and Mary I^I. Their motlier'.'<

name was Rebecca Hurlburt. John Warrcfi attended

])ul)lic scliools until he was fifteen, and Norwalk
Academy for tiirce years subsequently. Then he

commenced teaciiing district school in EaHt Norwalk,

and continued that jirofessioa in different p\aiiitn till

1832. He engaged at that time in the dry-goods trade

in Saugatuck, now W('sti)fn-t, and tiiis he carried on

two years. Selling tliat interest, in 1834 he purcliased

a small stock of drugs of Dr. Nash, and, adding

largely to the purc!iase, he also joined a department

of books and one of very extensive variety goods.

In this business he continued until his death.

Mr. Taylor married, March 20, 1832, Mary J.,

daughter of Uriah Iloyt, Esq., of Norwalk. She was

born in Norwalk, Oct. 29, 1812. Their surviving

children are Henry F. (who married Mary K. Clark,

of Stamford, Conn., where he now resides, connected

with The Churchman publishing oflice) and Hiram H.,

who married Lizzie J. Provost, of Stamford, and is

now resident partner, at Baltimore, Md., of the New-

York house of Dudley & Co.

Mr. Taylor was brought uj) in the Congregational

Church, and, although never a member, for more
than half a century mingled with the people without

a blemish on his moral character, and possessed of

the respect, esteem, confidence of all. Quiet and un-

demonstrative, he filled well and fully every station

in life, cherished as a friend, trusted as an official,

beloved as a husband and father, and never could be

found a tongue to breathe malice against him. For

more than thirty-seven consecutive years he held the

position of tow^n clerk, a fact which shows his jjcr-

sonal popularity and worth. During the administra-

tion of President Taylor, John AVarren was aiipointed

postmaster at Westport, which position he filled until

a change of politics demanded his removar. He was

an Old-Line Whig. After the formation of the Re-

publican party he acted and voted with it. He died

Dec. 29, 1876, regretted by all.

BURR JEXMXGS.

Burr Jennings, son of Burr and Mercy (Morehouse)

Jennings, was born Nov. 2, 1794, at Green's Farms,

in the town of Fairfield, Conn., on the homestead in

possession of his ancestors from the foundation of

the Fairfield settlement. His great-grandfather was

Joshua Jcnniiigs, and his grandfather's name was also

Joshua. He married Hester, half-sister to the dis-

tinguished Aaron Burr. Both Joshua, Sr., and Joshua,

Jr., were prominent citizens of Fairfield, large land-

owners, and highly esteemed by their contemporaries.

Burr Jennings, Sr., was a quiet, undemonstnitive

pei-son, saying but little, but that to the point. He
never aspired to political otfice, was conservative in

thought, but positive in his nature, rarely changing

an opinion once formed. He was a member of the
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Congregational Church, and died in June, 1844, aged

seventy-seven. Of his family of six daughters and

two sons. Burr, Jr., was second child and first son.

Burr Jennings, Jr., received such advantages of

education as existed in the country schools of that

early day, when no such royal road led to learning as

does to-day, and a few winter months, interspersed

with much labor, was all that could be given to ed-

ucation. Remaining with his parents until his ma-

jority, he continued residing with them, engaged in

farming, until he was twenty-six years old, when,

Nov. 19, 1820, he married his cousin, Caroline, daugh-

ter of Caroline and Joshua Jennings. She was born

at Green's Farms, July 2, 1801. And now follows

something which the youth of 1880 would do well

to consider. For two years Mr. Jennings continued

living with his parents, and Mrs. Jennings with hers,

until Mr. Jennings had built a comfortable home on

the lot of land received from his father, and in their

own house, which was to be for so many years their

home, and where Mrs. Jennings still resides in the

fullness of years, they commenced their housekeeping.

For over fifty years Mr. and Mrs. Jennings en-

joyed each other's society, wrought together in the

varying labors of life, and endured the same sufferings,

for all was not pleasure in their life. Their golden

wedding was celebrated Nov. 19, 1870, when both

were hale and hearty, the central figures of a happy

gathering of kinsmen and friends. Mr. and Mrs.

Jennings were attendants, and for years members,

of the Congregational Church. Their children were

Caroline Burr (deceased, who married Edmund A.

Peffers), Mary Morehouse (deceased), Abby Taylor

(deceased), Julia Maria (Mrs. Isaac T. Banks, of

New Haven), Augusta (Mrs. Edward S. Spring, now
residing with her mother), Albert Burr (deceased),

and George Franklin (deceased).

Mr. Jennings died Sept. 24, 1872. By his economy,

thrift, and industry he added much to his patrimony,

and left to his descendants a fine inheritance and the

better legacy of an unspotted name.

FRASrCIS BULKLEY.

Francis Bulkley was born in Fairfield, Conn., Jan.

30, 1786. His ancestors were of the primitive set-

tlers in this town, and of English origin, coming to

this county from Hartford and Colchester. His

parents were Abram and Jane (Burr) Bulkley. The
father of Abrani was Peter, a tanner and manufac-

turer of shoes. His father was Gershom.

Abram was a soldier in the Revolution, after that

engaged in privateering, and, when the war ended,

went to farming on the family homestead, building

for himself, previous to or about 1800, the house now
occupied by Joel B. Bulkley. He died in 1837, about

eighty-seven years of age. He was an active person

of mush sociality, an ardent Episcopalian, and one of

the founders of Trinity Church.

Francis had a common-school education, carried on
farming until his majority, and married Sarah B.,

daughter of Samuel and Mary (Bradley) Morehouse,

in 1814. He built the house so long his home in 1818,

and resided there until his death, which occurred

Sept. 17, 1868. Mrs. Bulkley died Dec. 22, 1833.

Their children were John Francis, Esther, Peter,

Maria (deceased), Gershom, Mary Jane, Sarah Burr

(Mrs. John H. Wood), and Abram. Of these, Ger-

shom, Esther, and Mary Jane live in the old home.

Mr. Bulkley was a member of the Society of Trin-

ity Church (Episcopal), and at one time was vestry-

man. He was in politics a Democrat, was a quiet

man, never seeking office or meddling with office-

seekers, but preferred the society of the home circle

to any other. The early death of Mrs. Bulkley left

a more than usual responsibility upon him, and his

tender care endeavored to supply to some extent a

mother's place unto his children. He was a great

reader, keejjing himself well posted on all matters

transpiring in the world. He was careful and con-

servative, not prone to wander into speculations in

religion, politics, or business.

Mr. Bulkley was a contributor to all objects calcu-

lated to benefit mankind, filled well the station he oc-

cupied, enjoyed the confidence of his neighbors, and

during his life none who knew him could say he was

ever actuated by malice, but always desirous of doing

good, and, as a result, had many strong and estimable

friends. He was temperate, industrious, and econom-

ical, and left his children the inheritance of an un-

blemished reputation and a fair share of this world's

goods.

ELI COUCH.

Eli Couch, son of Gideon and Eleanor (Wakeman)

Couch, was born at Green's Farms, Fairfield Co.,

Conn., Sept. 21, 1797. He spent his early days with

his parents on the farm, and receiving his education

in the public and private schools of Westport. After

his father's death he carried on farming on the quar-

ter share of the old homestead which was his by in-

heritance. On this he built a house, and took to wife,

Jan. 7, 1826, Matilda, daughter of Burr and Mercy

(Morehouse) Jennings. He was a typical farmer,

never seeking or holding political office, and voting

the Democratic ticket with regularity as the best

means of preserving the simplicity of the early days

of our country. Both Mr. and Mrs. Couch were mem-
bers of the Presbyterian Church, and for more than

fifty years this worthy couple walked the Christian

pathway, doing good quietly and without parade to

all, and never could be found one who did not ac-

knowledge that their Christian profession was supple-

mented by Christian practice, and both were honored

and respected. Mr. Couch was honest, industrious,

economical, and, in his family relations, a loving hus-

band and tender parent. He left at his death a com-

i fortable fortune in land and otherwise to his widow
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and surviving children. They are Elizabeth (Mrs.

Horace Smith), William Henry, and .John W. His

death occurred April 1, 1876. His widow survives

him at the advanced age of eighty years.

Of such citizens as Mr. Couch is comi)oscd the ele-

ment upon which depends the preservation of the

American republic, and the plain, common-sense New
England farmer, going forth in all things actuated

by principle and duty, is the bearer of the highest

good to his State and nation.

CHAPTER LXXXV.
WILTOW.

The First Settlement—Organization of the Parisli—List of Early Set-

tlers—The Revolutionary War—The British March through the Town
—Firing of a Bnilding—Secreting Valuables —List of Sokliers—Slavery

—Tlie Lease of a Slave—Ear-Marks—Price of Produce in 1777—The

Silver-Mine—Statue of George III.

Wilton lies on the west border of the county, and

is bounded as follows : On the north by Ridgefield,

Reading, and Weston ; on the east by Reading and

Weston ; on the south by Westj^ort and Norwalk

;

and on the west by New Canaan and Westchester

County, in New York.

The exact date of the first settlement in this town

cannot be definitely ascertained, but it was doubtless

as early as 1701, as immigrations inland from the sea-

towns M'ere made at that time. Although there may
have been an occasional rude hut within the bounds

of the present town at this early date, the settlement

was of but little consequence until about the time of

the organization of the parish of Wilton, in 1725.

ORGANIZATION OF THE PARISH.

The first reference to the organization of the parish

of Wilton appears on the records of the town of Nor-

walk, under date Dec. 7, 1725.

It was voted that " The town, by a major vote,

signifies their willingness that the inhabitants of

Kent, Belden's Hill, and Chestnut Hill, and so up-

wards, become a parish by themselves, if the General

Court shall see meet so to establish them."

A petition was jjrescnted to the General Court in

May, 1726, for the organization of the parish, signed

by the following persons : Joseph Elmer, Joseph

Jump, Daniel Abbott, Joseph Carle, Nathan Olm-

sted, Stephen Buckingham, John Stuart, Benjamin

Hickok, John Keeler, Mathew St. John, Daniel

Keeler, John St. John, David Betts, Samuel Bctts,

Jr., Stephen Betts, Nathaniel Slawson, John Wood,
Jr., Jonathan Wood, Jr., Nathan Betts, Daniel Trow-

bridge, Richard Bouton, Obadiah Wood, Thomas
Boutou, James Trowbridge, Jonathan Sturdevant,

Ralph Keeler, Jachin Gregory, John Dunning, Na-

thaniel Ketchum, .John «Taylor, and William Parker.

The above list of signers of the petition for tlic

organization of the parish doubtless composed the

whole, or at least a greater portion, of the adult male

inhabitants residing within the present boundaries of

the town at that time.

LIST OF EARLY SETTLER.?.

The following is a list of the early settlers who
were here Feb. 14, 1732

:

Benj. Hickok and wife Sarah, and (-hildren, Silas,

Ezra, Bethel (Bethia?), AVigail, and Sarah. Joseph

Burchard and wife ICiizabcth, and children, .Joseph,

John, .Jesse, James, Daniel, Uriah, Zclnilon, Grace,

Elizabeth, Abigail, Deborah. .Jamci Betts, Sr., and
wife Hannah, and children, Elias, Abigail. David

Lambert and wife Lurany, and children, Elizal)eth,

Rachel. .John Marvin and wife Al)igail, and children,

Mary, Abigail, .John, Stej)heii. .John Taylor and wife,

and children, .John, Hannali, Apiienten, Theophelus.

Mathew and Ann St. .John, and children, Mathew,
Mark, Luke, .John, Hannah, Anna. John Dunning
and wife Sarah, and children, .John, Richard, Samuel,

Mathew, David, Michael, Sarah, and Hannah. Benj.

and Rebecca Betts, and children, David, Benjamin.

William Belden and wife Margaret, and children,

Azor, Thankful, Sarah. Ralj^li and Margaret Keeler,

and servant, Jared Crane. Capt. N. Ketchum and

wife Sarah, and children, Nathaniel, Ephraini, Eben-

ezer, Joseph, Nathan, Hannah, Sarah. John St.

John and wife Eunice, and children, Rachael, Eunice,

Ruth, Mary. David and I\Iarv Keeler, and children,

David, John, Ezra, Mary, I'luebe. Jachin and Wait

Gregory, and children, Jachin, Reuben, Isaac, AVait,

Titus, Abigail, Timothy. John and Abigail Wood.

Cole and wife Mary, and children, Samuel.

Ichabod, Timothy, Jonathan, John, Sarah, and Han-
nah, Jonathan, Eliz:ibeth, David, .John, Daniel, ."Sol-

omon, Stephen, Martha, E)lizabeth. Westcoat and

wife, and children, Samuel, Nathaniel, David, Abi-

gail, Jeremiah, Hannah, Thaddeus. Stephen and

Hamiah Mead. James, Hannah, Janie->, and Silas

Olmstead. Jackson and wife, and children. Eben-

ezer, Joshua, John, Aliahier, Stephen, and ^lary.

Stuart and wife Abiah, and children, .John, Silas,

Reuben, Benjamin, Ezra, Abigail, Jemima, and Sarah.

Stuart and wife Elizabeth, and children, Thad-

deus, Eunice, Daniel, Sarah. Daniel, Sarah, and

Hannah Bctts. James Betts, .Jr., and wife Martha,

and children, James, Hczekiah, ^[artha. Plnvbe,

Anne, William, Mary. William, John, and Mary Par-

ker. Ebeiiozer Keller and wife, and children, Eben-

ezer, Ralph, Nathan, Jonathan, Hannah, Abigail,

and Rebecca. Jonathan, Mary. Eliakim, Martha.

Samuel, Jonathan, David, Daniel, Mary, Elizabeth,

and Abigail Elmer. Matthew Marvin and wife

Elizabeth. .Joseidi ^larvin, brother of Matthew.

Joseph Peck and wife ^lary. Nathan CJreen and witc

Abigail.

THE REVOLUTIOXARY AVAR.

Aside from other atllictions of the war, Wilton suf-

fered from actual invasion when the British i>asseti

through on the occasion of the burning of Danbury,
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in April, 1777. On their return, hungry and weary

Avith marching and figliting, tliey entered many
liouses for food. As they came down the Ridgefield

road, they fired a ball into the house of Deacon

Daniel Gregory, in which were his wife and children.

The eldest, Abigail,—afterwards the wife of Moses

Gregory,—when above eighty years of age, was accus-

tomed to tell how an officer came in, with his sword

drawn, attended by soldiers. He assured them of

safety if they would furnish food. The British set fire

to the house near the Ej^iscopal church now occu-

pied by Mr. Sherman Fitch
;
but, before they were

out of sight, a woman went with a pail of water from

the next house north (which has lately fallen down,

but was for many years occupied by Maj. Samuel

Belden) and extinguished the flames. As people

heard of the approach of the British they hastily re-

moved their silver spoons and such valuable property

as they could. From houses on the Belden's Hill

road furniture was carried to Hucklebei-ry Hill, as it

was supposed the British might take that street ; but

learning, as it would seem, that soldiers were gather-

ing at Norwalk, the enemy took the Westport road,

and finding Westport already occupied by several

hundred Amei'icans, they turned east, crossed the

Saugatuck River about three miles above the bridge,

marched to Compo, and got on shipboard that night.

It was their last attemj^t to go far from the shore in

Connecticut. But the Wilton people suffered after-

wards in the burning of Norwalk, though their houses

and their lives were spared.

The following persons were in the army a part or

the whole of the period 1780-1783: Capt. Samuel

Comstock (afterwards major), Lieut. Samuel Defor-

est, Ensign (in 1782 lieutenant), Matthew Gregory,

Seth Hubbell, Samuel Nichols, Jesse Olmstead, Am-
brose Barns, John Johnson, John Williams, Jonathan

Jackson, Elijah Betts, and, in 1782, Lieut. Salmon

Hubbell and Uriah Mead. Elijah Taylor is else-

where mentioned as ensign. A warning is also

found written and signed by Samuel Comstock, cap-

tain Ninth Regiment, calling his company together

for inspection the 17tli of October, 1776. Washing-

ton was at that time at White Plains, after the

retreat from Long Island. He had called most of

the Connecticut troo^js to his aid. As Lieut. Gregory

was in the action at White Plains, the 28th of Oc-

tober, it is probable that Capt. Comstock marched

thither with his company directly after the 17th.

Maj. Comstock represented Norwalk in the Legis-

lature, October, 1800, and Wilton in eight sessions,

between October, 1803, and May, 1809. In his will

he gave to the church, for its communion service, a

silver tankard which had for generations been an

heirloom in the family. He was born 1739, the son

of Deacon Nathan Comstock, and, as is supposed, in

the house so long occupied by Edward Comstock.

He died Dec. 1, 1824, in his eighty-sixth year.

He enlisted July 10, 1775, and was commissioned

captain, July 10, 1776. He and his company shared

in the sufferings of Valley Forge, in the battle of

Monmouth, and the capture of Cornwallis. His wife

was Mercy Mead, daughter of Theophilus Mead.
Lieut. Matthew Gregory, the son of Ezra and grand-

son of Deacon Matthew Gregory, was with Maj.

Comstock in the places just mentioned, and was also

in the fight at Ridgefield, April 27, 1777. His death

occurred in his ninety-first year, June 4, 1848, at

Albany, N. Y., where he had resided forty years or

more. His first wife, Mary, daughter of Hezekiah

Deforest, died in 1796.

Capt. Azar Belden, who was an early settler in this

town, was also in the Revolution. He held a cap-

tain's commission in the train of artillery and served

with distinction. He was at the battle of Bunker

Hill, and with Gen. Washington when he evacuated

New York, and with Gen. Wooster when he fell at

Ridgefield, and continued in active service during

the war.
SLAVERY.

Upon the old town-book, under date of Jan. 5, 1811,

ajjpears the following: "These may certify that, at the

request of Samuel Middlebrook, the Civil Authority

and Select Men hereunto subscribing have examined

into the case of Phebe, a slave of said Middlebrook,

and find that she is within the age limited by Law to

be emancijDated, and that she is of a sound Constitu-

tion and of good health, and that it is likely that she

will be able to maintain herself, and also said Phebe,

having manifested to us her desire to be made free,

We do hereby witness that we see no cause why the

said Samuel Middlebrook may not Lawfully emanci-

I^ate and set free his said slave, Phebe, and Liberty is

accordingly hereby granted to the said Samuel Mid-

dlebrook to emancipate and set free his slave, Phebe,

according to a statute Law of this State in such case

made and provided.

" Dated, Wilton, this 20th day of April, 1816.

" Thaddeus Mead,
" Justice of the Peace.

" David Lambert,
" Jehiel Keeler,
" Samuel Olmstead,

"Selectmen.

"Rec'd to record, January 5. 1811.

"Test, Samuel Belden, Register."

Under date Feb. 24, 1812, " Betty, a Black woman,"

was emancipated by Mathew Marvin.

THE LEASE OF A SLAVE.

Under date Jan. 24, 1824, appears the following

record

:

" Know all men by these presents, that I, William

Belden, of Wilton, Fairfield County, for and in con-

sideration of the sum of twenty-five dollars, to me in

hand paid, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowl-

edge, have bargained, sold, and conveyed, and by these

presents do bargain, sell, and convey, of my own free
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will and consent, a certain Negro or Mulatto Girl,

named Grace, born Sept. 20, 1806, now being 17 years

and 4 months old, unto Hiram Bctts, of Wilton, afore-

said, his heirs and assigns, for and during the term of

three years and eight months, until she shall arrive at

the age of twenty-one years, which will be on the 20th

of Sejit., 1827, and I, the said Bclden, do warrant the

said negro girl, Grace, to be a healthy and well girl,

and sound limbs and not Avith child, and I, the said

Belden, do bind myself and heirs and administrators

to warrant unto the said Betts, his heirs and assigns,

all demands whatsoever, by any person made towards

the said Negro Girl, Grace, and I do hereby, and for

the aforesaid term of 3 years and 8 months, defend

him, the said Betts, against all claimants in any wise

whatever. In witness whereof I have hereunto set

my hand and seal this 20th day of January, 1824. It

is also agreed that the said Betts shall provide com-

fortable and decent wearing apj^arel, and take care

of the said Grace in sickness and in health, and at the

expiration of her servitude, said Betts shall clothe her

well, one evcry-day suit and one for holidays.

"Wm. Belden.
" Signed, Sealed, and delivered in presence of

" Mathew MARVi>r,
" Chas. Marvin.

" Wilton, Fairfield County, ss. :

" On the date above personally appeared W. Bel-

den, signer and sealer of the above instrument, and

acknowledged the same to be his free act and deed

before me.
"Matthew Marvin,

" Justice of Peace.

" Received to record Jan. 24, 1824, and recorded per

Samuel Belden."

In the recoi'ds of births in the town-book appears

the following of slaves belonging to William Belden:

Catherine, born Feb. 4, 1802
;
Grace, March 6, 1807

;

Richard, Aug. 27, 1809
;
John, March 6, 1812.

EAR-MARKS.

The following are specimens of ear-marks used in

the early days to distinguish cattle, etc.

:

Silas St. John's mark was " halfpenny and nick

under side the near ear."

Samuel Belden's mark was " nick under side each

ear."

A. Gregory's mark was "slit under near ear."

Nathan Hanford's was " halfpenny under near car,

and nick under off ear."

Daniel Gregory's mark was " two halfpennies un-

der side the off ear."

The early records show that the patent-right vender

was abroad in the land, as under date of April 5,

180.3, appears a sale of a patent right for churning

to Daniel Betts, Sr., from Joel Johns. The inventor

was Isaac Baker.

PRICE OP PRODUCE I\ 1777.

At a meeting of the society of Wilton, held Nov.

2G, 1777, it was " voted to give Rev. Isaac Lewis one

hundred pounds lawful money for his services in the

ministry for tlie year past, and o.'ie half to be paid in

produce: wheat at four siiilliiigs and sixjicnce
;
rye

at three shillings; corn at two sillings and sixpence;

oats at one sliilling and sixpence per bu.shel
;
pork

at twenty-five shillings per. hundred ; beef at twenty

shillings per hundred; sheep's wool at two shillings

per pound; flax at nineteen shillings per jjound

;

leather shoes at six shillings per pair; turnijjs at

one shilling j)er bushel," and three shillings a load

was allowed for good wood.

SILVER-MINE.

A silver-mine is located in the northern part of this

town, near the residence of the late Charles Sturges,

about an eighth of a mile east of the old Danbury

turnpike. It appears that it was originally divided

into shares and worked a short time before the Rev-

olutionary war, and that the manager or overseer,

after having sent away all the ore that had been dug,

under pretense of having it examined, suddenly left

"between two days," leaving the shareholders minus

the amount of their subscriptions, and also their share

of " the rocks." After it was known for a certainty

that the superintendent did not intend to return and

resume work, the stockholders began to look around to

see if there was not some property left that could be

made available towards paying them for money in-

vested and labor rendered. Tradition says that all

the property to be found consisted of an old negro

slave and a pair of oxen, which were sold for the

benefit of the creditors. It is also said that many
persons in comfortable circumstances, who liad sub-

scribed liberally towards working the mine, were by

this operation considerably reduced in circumstances.

The following " Indenture" is coi)ied from the town

records of Norwalk, and gives the contract for work-

ing the mine aiul the names of the parties engaged

:

"Tliis Indenture nniilo this seventeenth ihiy of May, 17C5, between

Alexander liessique, of Norwivlk, in the County of F.iirfield ani\ Colony

of Coiniecicut of the one i^art, and Samuel Helts, Nathan ilnhhell. Mat-

thew Mead, Slatthew Morwine, .lames Olmsted, .Jr., Sihis Olmsted, .tosejili

Rockwell, Jr., Jesse Ogden, all of Xorwalk, and Slattliew Fountain, of

Bedford, in Westchester County and province of New York of the other

jiart, Wituesseth that the said .Mexander Ressiiiue as well in Considera-

tion of the Costs and Charges which the s"d Siinniel Betts, Nathan Hnlv

hell, Jtiitthcw Mead, Slatthcw Jlcrwinc, James iMmsted, Jr., Silas Olm-

sted, Joseiih Rockwell, Jr., and Jesse Og<ien, and JIatthew Fountain,

must necessarily Exjiend in and about the inidortaking .\dvenlure and

works hoieafter Mentioned, and in Consideration of Kesei vation Cove-

nants hei-eafter mentioned* contained by and on the (vuts of Uie s'd

Samuel Betts, Nathan Iluhhell, Matthew Mead, JIatthew Merwinc,

James Olmsted, Jr., Silas Olmsted, .loseph Rockwell, Jr., Jess.> Og>lcn.

and in Matthew Fountain, their heirs, Kxecntors, .\dministrators, and

assigns, free Liberty, Licence, an<i authority fivm time to time, and at all

or any time or times nuung the Tern\ heix-after mentionivl to I<ig.

Search, work for, and raise all such Lead Oar or Copper Oar. Tin ('>ar, and

all otlier Oars and Minerals \vh»ts,H>ver which can or shall, or may l>e

I

found, nigged, gotten up. or raised as well as tKim or Out of aU or any

I * I'nccvtain.
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part or parts of the Lands or grounds of or belonging to the said Alex-

ander Ressiqne, situated and lying in the Town of s'd Norwalk, near the

dwelling-house of Azar Belden, in Quantity about forty acres bounded

North, by John Belden; East, by Ezekiel Wood; South, by Ezekiel

Wood and Solomon Wood's heirs : West, by highway, and for the pur-

pose afores'd, to Dig and sink all such pits. Grooves, Levels, addits.

Drains, Shafts, Trenches, and other works whatsoever in any part or

parts of the said Lands or Grounds as tlie said Samuel Belts, Nathan

Hubbell, Matthew Mead, Matthew Merwine, James Olmsted, Jr., Silas

Olmsted, Josepli Eookwell, Jr., Jesse Ogden, and Matthew Fountain

their heirs and E.xecutors, Administrators, and Assigns, or any of them

think fit and Convenient, and the said ores and minerals there found,

and all the Earth and rubbish wjiich shall from time to time be raised.

Digged, and brouglit above ground Out of the s'd mines, pits, grooves,

Levels, addits. Drains, Sliafts, or Trenches, or any other work afores'd to

lay upon the grounds nearest the mines and other i)lace where the same

shall be digged, or witliin the s'd Lanils afores'd and the same to Spall

and try, and wash, pick, stamp, and Dress to make Merchantable and tit

for the Smelting and Kefining the same shall be washed and the parts

thereof hereafter mentioned to be Delivered Out to the s'd Uessique, his

heirs and assigns as is hereafter Expressed to have take Convert to his

Own use and to tlie s'd Ressique, for the Consideration afores'd for him-

self. Ills heirs and assigns, Dotli hereby Lease, Let to form left unto the

s'd Saniuel Belts, Kathan Hubbell, Matthew Mead, Matthew Merwine,

James Olmsted, Jr., Silas Olmsted, Joseph Rockwell, Jr., Jesse Ogden,

and Matthew Fountain, their heirs, E.-cecntors, Administrato", and as-

signs, free Liberty and Leave at all times During the Term hereafter

Slentioned to sett up. Erect, and build, in and upon the grounds afores'd

Cupolus, Smelting-house, Store-Houses, and any Other buildings as the

s'd Samuel Belts, Nathan Hubbell, Matthew IHead, Blatthew Merwine,

James Olni.sted, Jr., Silas Olmsted, Joseph Rockwell, Jr., Jesse Ogden

and Matthew Fountain, their heirs, E.xecutors, administrators, or as-

signs, or any of them shall think iit for the purpose afores'd, and like

Liberty and Authority to Dig, have, and take for their own use from and

Out of the Land afores'd. Clay, Sand, Stones, and Timber, as Can he then

gotten or found for the purpose afores'd, and Liberty of Ingress, Egress,

& Progress to and for the s'd Samuel Betts, Nathan Hubbell, Matthew

Mead, Mattliew Merwine, James Olmsted, Jr., Silas Olmsted, Joseph

Rockwell, Jr., Jesse Ogden, and Matthew Fountain, their heirs. Execu-

tors, administrators, and assigns, and their Servants and Workmen at

all times During the Term herealter mentioned, with and Carriges to

and from the same E,\cept and always Reserved Out of the s'd grant

unto the s'd Alexander Ressique, his heirs and assigns one full Equal

Eight part the whole into Eight Equal parts being Divided of and in the

s'd Ores, Minerals, which shall onse be Digged & gotten in the Lands

afores'd after the same is pounded and Washed and fitted for Refining,

free of all Charges of the same for and in Lease of the Toll and fann to

be bad and Taken by the s'd Alexander Ressique, his heirs and assigns

in such manner as is hereafter mentioned To have and to hold all and

Singular s'd Libertys and priviledges before Lease, Let, and to form letten

as afores'd with tlie s'd Samuel Betts, Kathan Hubbell, Matthew Jlead,

Matthew Merwine, James Olmsted, Jr., Silas Olmsted, Joseph Rocl;well,

Jr., Jesse Ogden, and Matthew Fountain, their heirs. Executors, Ad-

ministrators, and assigns from the day of the Date hereof for and During

the Term of One bundl ed Years next Ensuing, fully to Compleat and

Ended yielding and' Deliveiing nnto the s'd Ressique, his heirs and as-

signs, the s'd one-Eight part the whole into Eight Equal, being Divided

herein before Excepted of all the ores and minerals which shall be so

Digged, Raised, after the same is pounded and fitted for Refining out of

the Lands afores'd or any part thereof as afores'd, and to have, hold, &
Enjoy their Remaining Seven-Eights thereof to them, their heirs, E.xecu-

tors, Administrators, & Assigns to their own proper use & uses as afores'd.

As Witness whereof we have Set our hands and seals.

" The consideration of the above written Instrument is such, that if

the above-mentioned persons shall Continue to Carry on and prosecute

the above-mentioned Enterprise, then this Lease to stand in full force.

Otherwise to be null and void.

" James Oi.MSTED, Jk. [seal] Ale.xandee Ressique. [seal]

" Silas Olmsted. [seal] Samuel Betts. [seal]

"Joseph Rockwell, Jk. .[seal] Nathan Hubbell. [seal]

" Jesse Ouden. [seal] Matthew Mead. [seal]

" Matthew Fountain, [seal] Matthew Mekwine. [seal]

" Syned, Sealed, & Delivered In presents of Thaddeus Hubbell, Ephr™
KiniLerly, Peter Hubbell.

" Reed to Record May 24, 1765, and Recorded pr. Mr. Sam> Gruman,
" Ueiji&ler.''

'

It is at present owned by heirs of John Hurlbutt

(deceased). This mine was formerly owned by Capt.

Azar Belden, a large landowner, who first introduced

merino sheep into this section of the State. He was

a man also of some military renown. Soon after the

Revolutionary war some Englishmen called on Mr.

Belden with a view of working the mine. They in-

troduced their business by asking him the state of his

mine. The old gentleman, not understanding them
fully, flew into a rage. " The state of my mind !" says

he. "What impertinence!" Such a question, as he

understood it, from such a source was more than he

could brook. The scenes of the Revolution flashed

across his mind. He had held a captain's commis-

sion in the train of artillery, and served with distinc-

tion during eight long years of bloody conflict; was at

the battle of Bunker Hill, assisted in drawing the

chain across the Hudson, was with Gen. Washington

when he evacuted New^York, and with Gen. Wooster

when he fell moi'tally wounded on the plains of Ridge-

field by a well-aimed ball from British musketry, and

for them to inquire the state of his mind was to him
a downright insult. The gentlemen, seeing the cap-

tain had wholly misunderstood them, and intending

no harm, soon ex]ilained by stating they, had called to

see him relative to a silver-mine which they learned

he had on his farm, and would like to arrange with

him for working it.

The mistake was hapi:)ily gotten .over, and he went

with them to the mine. Everything was soon ar-

ranged between the parties. They put up their

machinery, which was a common windlass worked by

hand, and soon commenced business in a small way,

digging to a depth of about one hundred and fifty

feet. They built a small shanty in the woods near by

where they lived, and where, during the night-time,

they coined a considerable amount of bullion. They
kept their silver hid from the vigilance of officers and

sightseei's. After having worked the mine some time

they suddenly absconded, taking their treasure and

about five barrels of ore with them.

Nothing further was done in regard to this mine

until a few years ago, when a party from New York

came up and had it reopened, it having been filled up

to near the surface. They carried off specimens of the

ore, but have never returned to resume work.

STATUE OF KING GEORGE III.*

Mr. Hollister, in his "History of Connecticut," has

the following note in relation to this statue, pur2>orting

to be in the handwi-iting of the last Governor Wol-

cott

:

" N. B.—An equestrian statue of George the Third

of Great Britain was erected in the city of New Yoi-k,

on Bowling Green, at the lower end of Broadway

;

most of the materials were lead, but richly gilded to

resemble gold. At the beginning of the Revolution

* Contributed by A. B. Hull.
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this statue was overthrown. Lead being then scarce

and dear, the statue was broken in pieces and trans-

ported to Litchfield as a place of safety. The ladies

of this village converted the lead into cartridges, of

which the preceding is an account. 0. W."
The account referred to is a list of the names of

those who made the cartridges and the number made
by each.

Mr. Hollister adds: "Forty-two thousand and
eighty-eight bullets in times when lead was dear,

and not easily to be had at any price, made no in-

significant accession to the resources of the Conti-

nental army. They were carefully distributed and
faithfully expended. Some of them were committed

to the keeping of Col. Wigglesworth, others must
have aided Putnam in defending the Highlands, a

part of them may have gone with Maj. Seymour to

Saratoga, and it is certain that fifty of them were

used to welcome the king's i^rovincial Governor when
he paid his first and last visit to Danbury.

"On the 21st of August, 1770, this statue was
erected, attended with much festivity, and destroyed

on the night of the 11th of July by the ' Sons of

Liberty.' The next morning nothing but the ped-

estal was left."

Tradition says that the lead of the statue was taken

to Norwalk on a sloop and distributed from there

about the country. It is certain that it did not all go
to Litchfield. About fifty years ago several small

pieces of it were found in the cellar of an old house in

the town of Wilton, formerly occupied by "Aunt
Nabby Sloan," by the workmen engaged in tearing it

down. About the same time Mr. "William Comstock,
while digging a ditch near the Episcopal church in

that town, dug up about one hundred and twenty-five

pounds of it. This was a portion of the saddle. Mr.
Peter S. Coley, who now resides in a house erected

near the site formerly occupied by the old Sloan

house, while plowing in the old door-yard, plowed
up what he supposed to be the root of a tree, but,

upon close examination, proved to be the tail of the

horse, with the excejition of a few inches. The work
must have been elaborate, for upon cleaning this piece

the marks representing the hair showed very plainly.

Digging in this i>lace deeper brought to light three

other pieces of the statue, the whole weighing about

three hundred pounds. Mr. Coley disposed of the

lead to the New York Historical Society, who had
previously. obtained the pedestal of a gentleman in

New Jersey who was utilizing it for a door-step.
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CHAPTER LXXXVL
WILTON (Continued).

ECCLESIASTICAL IILSTORY.

Congregational Churcli—St. Matthew's Oiiircli—Zion Ilill Cliun h—
Other Church ex.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

The meeting which resujted in the organization of

the Congregational Church of Wilton was Iield June

5, 1754, and was organized June 20tli following.

There were thirty-one petitioners to the (ieiieral

Assembly in Hartford that the jjarish might be con-

stituted.

June 7th the society elected Richard Ronton clerk,

and voted unanimously to call Rev. Robert Sturgeon

to officiate in the work of the ministry among them,

and fixed his salary at "ninety ])ounds, ])aramount

or equivalent to good bills of credit of tlie Colony of

Connecticut, or other good bills of credit jiassing cur-

rent at the respective times of payment," and " a full

supply of firewood for his family's use," ... "to be

brought to his habitation from time to time as is

needed." Five acres of land were also granted for a

"house-lot."

Mr. Sturgeon had not been long in this country,

and probably reached Wilton in April, as his salary

commenced the 14th of that month. He was of

Scotch, or probably of Scotch-Irish, descent.

The site chosen for the first meeting-house was on

the south side of the upi)cr road leading from Kent

to Belden's Hill, near the present railroad-track.

This was then near the geographical centre of the

population. The 30th of Seiitember the society voted
" that they would have their meeting-house rectified

by laying the floor, and by plastering the walls, and

by making comfortable seats to set in." John Keeler

and John St. John were aiijwinted to got this work

done. Deacon Ilickok, Richard Bouton. John Dun-

ning, John Stuart, and Matthew St. John were ap-

pointed "to search out and agree for a couveniont

piece of land for an house-lot" for the pastor. Mat-

thew St. John was appointed a committee on meet-

ing-house expenses.

The work of finishing the meoting-house made
good progress. On the 30th of November, in accord-

ance with the custom of those days, the society voted

"to seat it," and appointed a committee of three to

"seat it by li^t and ago, according to the best of their

judgment." But in some form the jdan was continued

more than half a century longer. The order of seat-

ing nearly one hundred years ago has been pre.sorved.

Seven years later, in 1733, it was voted that John St.

John should sit with Deacon Elmer " so long as he

sets ye tune."

On the 20th of Deoombor the society " voted that

every man shall bring unto tl\o Rovorond Mr. Stur-

geon a load of wood within fourteen days," and that

any man who tailed should forfeit three shillings.
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After a time dissatisfaction with the " life and con-

versation" of Mr. Sturgeon so increased that the

church consulted the Association, which met at Rip-

ton (now Huntington), in November, 1731, and was

advised to call a council. This was agreed to in De-

cember. By committee an understanding with Mr.

Sturgeon was reached ; but to complete the arrange-

ment the society's meeting adjourned to the last day

of December, " at ye sun one hour high at night."-

There is no record of the dismission of Mr. Stur-

geon, but as the society held a meeting in April, 1732,

to adopt measures to obtain a minister, we may infer

that the pastorate of Mr. Sturgeon ended the first of

that month.

The society, April 11, 1732, chose Deacons Trow-

bridge and Hickok and Jonathan Elmer a committee
" to advise with ye Reverend ministers where to go

for a minister, and empowered them to go or send for

a minister at the cost of the Society."

They soon found Mr. William Gaylord, a graduate

of Yale College in 1730, a licentiate of Hartford North

Association, who was born Nov. 29, 1709. August

29th the society voted to call Mr. Gaylord to settle in

the work of the gospel ministry. It was also agreed

to buy the house and land of Mr. Sturgeon. Joseph

Birchard, Capt. Ketchum, and Matthew St. John
were appointed to carry out the vote. The church

was unanimous in calling Mr. Gaylord, which he

accepted.

Dec. 25, 1736, it was voted to build a new meeting-

house, forty-six feet long, thirty-five feet wide, with

twenty feet posts, to be placed on what in the record

is called " Sharp Hill," but which for above half a

century has now been known as " the old burying-

ground." Nov. 18, 1737, it was voted to build a house

forty-eightby thirty-five feet and twenty-two feet posts
;

and also to raise by taxes one hundred pounds for

building-purposes. Of the land needed for the site,

John Marvin, Sr., gave eight rods square; and seven-

teen years later (1755) Richard Dunning sold above

half an acre for a burial-place for fifty pounds, old

tenor. It was not till 1743 that the seats were in readi-

ness to receive persons, in the order designated by the

committee, and not till 1747 that the vote was passed

by which the galleries should be finished and be made
of good white wood and white-oak boards, with one

seat round the front, and one tier of pews round the

house.

Mr. Gaylord died Jan. 2, 1767, aged fifty-seven

years, having been pastor of the church nearly thirty-

four years.

After the death of Mr. Gaylord, the society called

Mr. Samuel Mills, who declined.

In July the society called Mr. Isaac Lewis, who was
ordained in the following October. He was dismissed

June 1, 1786. In 1777 his salary was made one hun-

dred pounds lawful money, one-half to be i^aid in

provisions, the prices of which were fixed and low.

For example : Wheat was to be seventy-five cents a

bushel
;

beef, two dollars and a half a hundred

;

leather shoes, one dollar a pair. But the next year,

while the salary was the same, wheat was one dollar

and sixty-seven cents per bushel
;
rye had increased

twenty per cent.
;
pork, twenty per cent. ; beef was to

be two cents per pound in the autumn and three cents

per pound in the winter. In 1782 it was voted that

the salary be one hundred pounds lawful money, to

be paid in silver or gold. During these later years

the financial difficulties of the country were so great

that it became necessary for the towns to assume the

support, at least in part, of their own soldiers in the

Continental army. Accounts kept by Abijah Betts

are still in the possession of the Betts family.

A new church edifice was erected A. D. 1790. The
pulpit and seats of the old house were transferred

to the new, and were used thirteen years, when new
ones were substituted, which remained till 1844. It

was entered by two doors, between which, directly in

front of the pulpit, was a shelf or narrow table that

was transformed into the communion-table by raising

a leaf attached by hinges to the inner edge. This,

when in position, was supported by an iron rod. The
table and leaf were stained to imitate mahogany.

The slips in the body of the house had a door at each

end, as there were three aisles. The ceiling was

arched. The galleries on each side, supported by four

large pillars, were high, as was also the pulpit, which

had its lofty, conical, but well-proportioned and or-

namented sounding-board firmly supported by two

pillars that rose from the rear of the pulpit. The box
of the puljiit was reached by a flight of stairs with

balusters on either side, but when reached could with

difficulty accommodate two persons. The pew of the

pastor adjoined the great pew on the east side.

This building was formally dedicated to Almighty

God in December, 1790. The sermon was preached

by Rev. Timothy Dwight, D.D., forever illustrious as

the president of Yale College for nearly twenty-two

years, from 1795 to 1817.

Nov. 18, 1793, the society, by a unanimous vote,

invited to the pastorate Mr. Aaron Woodward, at " a

yearly salary of one hundred pounds lawful money,

twenty cords of good wood, and the use of one hun-

dred and fifty pounds until a parsonage shall be pur-

chased." Mr. Woodward accepted the call, and was

ordained pastor the 8th of January, 1794. The or-

dination sermon was preached by Rev. Benjamin

Trumbull, D.D., pastor in North Haven sixty years,

from 1760 to 1820, and distinguished as the author of

a valuable history of Connecticut.

Rev. John J. Carle, a native of New Jersey, a

graduate of Queen's, now Rutgers, College in 1789,

who received the degree of A.M. from Princeton in

1792, was the next pastor.

Mr. Carle was installed June 3, 1801, and three

years later he asked a dismission.

During the pastorate of Mr. Carle the parish of

Wilton was, A.D. 1802, incorporated by the Legisla-
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tiire into a town. On the Ist of July of tliat year

members of St. Paul's parish in Norwalk, residing

in Wilton, formed an ecclesiastical society for the

Protestant Episcopal Church known as St. Mat-

thew's.

It is worthy of note in this connection as illustrat-

ing the liberality of the Congregational ists towards

other denominations that, in 1758, James Truesdale

was, by vote, "excused from paying a rate to the

minister in case he get a certificate from the Baptist

Society." In January, 1764, it was voted to abate the

minister's rate to Mr. Wlielpley "so long as he at-

tends the Baptist meeting and no longer." In 1772

this ecclesiastical society began yearly to appoint a

special collector to take the minister's rate from those

living in the bounds of this society who belonged to

St. Paul's parish, and pay it to the rector thereof, in

the same manner as the others collected and paid over

to their own pastor the rates of other inhabitants.

How rigidly the tax was collected may be inferred

from one example. Dec. 1, 1780, Clapp Eaymond,

justice of the jjeace, notifies Abijah Betts that he is

appointed collector of the society tax for the support

of the ministry, or, in default of payment, to levy on

the goods of the delinquents, or, in default of goods,

to iake their bodies to the jail in New Haven.

The next pastor was Samuel Fisher, who was in-

stalled Dec. 3, 1805, and was dismissed July, 5, 1809.

Mr. Fisher was born in Sunderland, Mass., the 3d of

June, 1777.

Oct. 17, 1810, Rev. Sylvanus Haight was installed.

Mr. Haight was born at Fishkill, N. Y., July, 22,

1776.

When Mr. Haight was ordained there were few

buildings of any kind near the meeting-house, ex-

cept the one nearest to it on the east, recently oc-

cupied by Mr. Moses Betts. There was no house on

the road towards Kent till one reached that now oc-

cupied by Mr. John Betts, near the river. The house

of Deacon Daniel Gregory on the hill, west, now oc-

cupied by his grandson, William D. Gregory, Esq.,

was the only one near this house except the one

across the bridge on the north, now the residence of

Deacon Edward Olmstead. There was here no par-

sonage, no town-house, conference-room, or horse-

sheds. If in reniote parts of the town dwellings have

decreased, there has been growth in this neighborhood.

In December, 1831, Rev. Samuel Merwin, a native

of Milford, a graduate of Yale in 1802, took a dis-

mission from the North Church in New Haven, of

which he had been pastor neaidy twenty-seven years,

and to which, during his ministry, eight hundred and

fifty persons were added. He accepted a call to this

church, and on the 23d of February, 1832 (ninety-

nine years after the ordination of Mr. Gaylord), was

installed its pastor. He was dismissed Sept. 25, 1838.

On the 22d of February, 1839, Rev. John Smith

was installed the ninth pastor of this church. Mr.

Smith was a graduate of Yale College in 1821. He

was born in WetherHfield, Conn., Sejjt. 2, 1790, the

son of James iind Sarah fJIanmerj Smith.

In 1848, Mr. Smith asked a dismission. Action in

calling Consociation was delayed several niontlm. He
was dismissed in June. On the 20th of July, 1848,

he was installed pastor in Kingston, N. H., where he

remained till early in the year 1855. Removing to

Stamford, Conn., lie preached about two years (1850-

58) in Long Ridge and occasionally elsewhere. He
continued to reside in Stamford with liis sons, who
were successful merchants in New York, till his

death, from pneumonia, the 20th of February, 1874,

in his seventy-eighth year.

Mr. Smith was succeeded by Rev. Gurdon Hall,*

D.D., who was ordained pastor Oct. 25, 1848.

The pastorate continued till the 4th of May, 1852,

when he was dismissed that he might accept a call

to the Edwards Church, Northampton, Ma.ss., over

which he was installed a month later, June 2, 1852.

July 6, 1853, the next pastor, Thoma.s Scott Brad-

ley, was ordained. Mr. Bradley was Ijorn at Lec,

Mass., the eldest son of Eli Bradley, April 15, 1825.

He was a popular preacher, affiable in conversation

and fond of practical matters; but the condition of

his health did not encourage protracted application

in the study, and in 1857 he was dismissed at his own
request.

The successor of Mr. Bradley was Charles Ba.ssett

Ball, who was ordained the 20th of January, 1858.

Mr. Ball was a townsman of Mr. Bradley, having

been born in Lee, Mass., the 9th of July, 1825. He
was the son of Isaac and Lydia Ball, and graduated

at Williams in the class of 1846.

The next pastor was Rev. Samuel R. Diniock, who

was installed Dec. 7, 1859. Mr. Dimoek was a native

of Coventry, Tolland Co., Conn., born :\Iay 28, 1822,

nurtured in Mansfield, a graduate with honor of Yale

in the class of 1847.

The successor of Mr. IMniock in the pastoral office

was the Rev. Wheelock Nye Harvey, of ^Lissachu-

setts stock, a native of Jamestown, Chautauqua Co.,

N. Y., born April 15, 1825, the son of Charles R. and

Olive (Willard) Harvey, a graduate of the New York

University in 1844.

The fifteenth pastor of this church, Rev. Samuel J.

M. Merwin, was a graduate of Yale in the class of 1839,

ordained pastor of the church in Southi>ort. Doc. 18,

1844, and was dismissed, at his own request. ^lay 3,

1859. After a season of rest he was installed over the

church at South Hadley Falls, Mass., Dec. 4. 1800.

The call to this church, as successor to his father and

brother, was accepted in 1808, and he was installed

by the Consociation the 20th of October the same

year, and is the present pastor.

LIST OF DE.\COX?.

The fii-st three deacons were lienjaniin Hickok.

Jonathan Elmer, and James Trowbridge. These were

* Peociisoii.
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probably original members of the cliurcli, since they

were a jiart of the committee appointed by the society

to make arrangements for the settlement of Mr. Stur-

geon.

Deacon Hickok is supposed to have left a son, Ben-

jamin, who united with the church by the half-way

covenant, with his wife, March 27, 1763, who was the

father of Esther, the wife of Deacon Daniel Gregory,

and lived to an advanced age.

The house of the son, perhaps of the father, stood

near the spot occupied by the building now used for

the academy, and was torn down early in this cen-

tury. " Benjamin Hickok, Esq.," who died the 17th

of November, 1745, aged fifty-nine years, was i^robably

the deacon.

Deacon Jonathan Elmer was chosen, before the

church had a jjastor, to read the Psalms. As few had

psalm-books, we may understand that he read only

one or two lines at a time, so that all who could might

sing the words. This was called "lining," and some-

times " deaconing," the hymn. There was an Elia-

kini Elmer who lived near the bi'idge on the Eidge-

field road in 1738, but Deacon Elmer's name does not

occur after 1746. Jonathan Elmer, probably a son of

the deacon, united with the church in June, 1742.

Of Deacon James Trowbridge there is no informa-

tion, and the name early disappears from the church

records. In New Canaan the name remains.

Deacon Matthew Gregory was born in 1680. The
place of his birth is not known. Some of his grand-

children believed that he came from England. He is

supposed to have been in Wilton as early as 1718.*

He had two sons, Ezra and Matthew, the latter known
also as Ensign Matthew, who was the father of Deacon

Daniel Gregory. He died in 1777, at the age of ninety-

seven years, the year following the death of his son

Ezra. His wife Hannah had died ten years earlier.

His son Matthew died Oct. 30, 1756, aged forty-five

years. A well-worn path through the fields west of

his house signified to his children his daily habit of

secret communing with God.

Deacon James Keeler is not identified, except Feb.

18, 1759, James Keeler and wife were received to the

church on the half-way covenant. When they be-

came communicants is not stated.

Deacon James Olmstead is believed to have been

the son of Samuel Olmstead. He had a son James,

who had a son Aaron, who was the father of Hawley
Olmstead, LL.D. His name, with that of Mary his

wife, occurs on the church records as admitted by the

half-way covenant, Feb. 22, 1756. In 1776 he is

called Deacon Olmstead. On a stone of gray marble

in the old burying-ground we read that he died March

17, 1777, aged sixty-eight years.

Deacon Nathan Comstock is first mentioned as

* His letter to the church was brought from Norwalk, 1740. His

house was a few rods nortli of tliat built about 1740 for his son Ezra

in which his grandson Moses lived, and his great-granddaughter, Miss

Clara M. Gregory, now resides.

deacon Dec. 15, 1766. Among those married by Mr.

Gaylord are (March 7, 1738-39) Nathan Comstock

and Bethiah Strong. In 1740 he united with the

church. Maj. Samuel Comstock and Strong Com-
stock, the father of Samuel, Edward, William, and

Nathan, were his children. His residence was prob-

ably the house in which his grandchildren, Edward
and Polly Comstock, lived, a little west of the road

from Belden's Hill to Ridgefield, near its junction

with the Ridgefield road.

Deacon Nathan Hubbell.—In May, 1747, there came

by letter from Greenfield three men with their wives

and the wife of a fourth who was a son of one of the

three. One of these couples was Nathan Hubbell

and Martha his wife. Eight years later, Dec. 2, 1755,

Mrs. Hubbell, the wife of Nathan, died, aged fifty-

three yegjs ; and Feb. 6, 1761, Nathan Hubbell died,

aged sixty-one years. Three years later, June 17, 1764,

Capt. Nathan Hubbell was received to the church. In

the absence of evidence to the contrary, it is easy to

believe that he was the son of the aforementioned

Nathan Hubbell. He became Deacon Hubbell Aug.

23, 1786, and had a son who bore his name, who spent

his life in Wilton, and died here Feb. 2, 1847, in his

eighty-fourth year, leaving two sons, one of whom,

Eev. Stephen Hubbell, was then nearly seventeen

years in the ministry. The older son, Wakeman, was

yet to be deacon. Deacon Hubbell was evidently

an active, reliable, influential man. But tradition

has preserved little of his services. The house in

which he, his children, and theirs lived in Pimpewaug
for above a hundred years has just been sold.

Some yet living remember Deacon Daniel Gregory,

who was chosen deacon Oct. 7, 1794, and at once in-

ducted into oflSce. His relation to Deacon Matthew

Gregory has already been mentioned. He was the

grandfather of William D. Gregory. In the place of

an older one, he built the house on the hill west of

this house of worship, in which the latter lives.f He
died April 18, 1821, at the age of seventy-eight. He
united with the church Aug. 5, 1764, so that he was a

member fifty-seven years and a deacon twenty-seven.

His wife, Esther Hickok, supposed to be the grand-

daughter of Deacon Benjamin Hickok, was a fitting

helper in everygood work, and died May 13, 1822, at the

age of seventy-seven years. Deacon Gregory believed

in covenant mercies, and a granddaughter gratefully

remembered, many years after, his frequent prayer for

his " children and his children's children unto the

third and fourth generation." He was a thrifty far-

mer, given to hospitality.

Deacon Jesse St. John was a soldier of the Revo-

lution, and a member of one of the two "forlorn

hopes" of twenty men each which volunteered to

lead the attack in that desperate but brilliant sur-

prise and capture of Stony Point, on the night of

July 16, 1779, by Gen. Anthony Wayne. Deacon St.

t His children were Abigail, Elijah, Giles, Clark, Daniel, and Sherman.
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John was not tall, but strongly built, capable of en-

during much fatigue,—a man of few words and reso-

lute in purpose. As late as. 1841 he would walk from

his home, west of the lower part of Belden's Hill, two

and a half miles, to attend a preparatory lecture in a

hot day in summer. Soon after that time he removed

to Brooklyn, E. D. (N. Y.), to spend the remainder of

his life with his son, Thomas St. John. His death

occurred about 184G. His wife was Anna Weed, to

whom he was married Sept. 28, 1790. She- died the

IBtli of March, 1829, aged seventy-three years.

Deacon John Chapman was born in that part of

Fairfield which is now in Westport in March, 1759.

He married Susannah Fitch, daughter of James

Fitch, of Norwalk, and about 1790 removed to Chest-

nut Hill, where he lived in the house now occupied

by his son-in-law, Mr. Asahel Dudley, till his deatli,

April 13, 1816. Mrs. Chai:)man Avas born Dec. 24,

1756, and died March 14, 1833. They had four chil-

dren,—Anna H. (Mrs. Dudley), James Fitch, John,

and Clark M. One who knew him well says :
" Deacon

Chapman was erect, six feet two inches in height,

muscular and broad shouldered, of commanding
presence, even tempered but very resolute, energetic

and industrious. Decided in his opinions, he was yet

gentle in his family, who loved and venerated him.

An excellent singer, he was regularly in his place in

the choir on Sunday. After a hard day's work he

would go to Norwalk on business, and on his way
home, forgetful of time, spend several hours at the

house of some friend in singing. Fond of home, of

a retiring disposition, he seldom took the lead unless

evidently called by duty. His Christian character

was marked and consistent."

His son, John Chapman, inherited his father's love

for music, and led the choir fifty years ago. Both he

and James F. were much respected. They went into

business in New York, and died there, the latter at

the age of fifty-five years, Sept. 29, 1847. Tradition

says the house in which Deacon Chapman lived was
built about 1745. It was used early in the Eevolu-

tion as a storehouse for some Norwalk goods. At the

time of the burning of Danbury a scouting party en-

tered it and destroyed many of the goods.

Deacon Matthew Marvin, the sixth in descent from

that Matthew Marvin who, coming to this country in

1635,* in the ship " Increase," Robert Lea, master,

settled at Hartford
; the fifth in descent from that

Matthew Marvin who, at the age of eight years, came
with his father from England, and at the age of

twenty-four came, one of the first settlers, to Norwalk

;

was the son of that Matthew Marvin who, about

1760, came from Norwalk and built the house in Pim-
pewaug in which the son Matthew was born and
died, and in which Deacon Charles Marvin now lives.

He fitted for college with his pastor (Mr. Lewis),

graduated at Yale in 1785, went into business at Hud-

son, N. Y., returned to Wilton at the death of his

father (1791), and for twenty-five y<;ars engaged with

renuirka])le .success in mercantile affairs, and for tlic

remainder of liis life was active in puldic and espe-

cially in church and society matters ; the honored cit-

izcn, the trusted counselor, the faithful deacon till liis

death, which occurred, in the eighty-second year of

his age,t on the 5th of June, 1842, less than a month
after the great ingatlicring following the revival of

that year, into which he had'entercd with the activity

of a younger man. Deacon Marvin, or " Esfjuire

Marvin," as he was more frequently called, wa.s tall,

well-proportioned, dignified and courteous in manner,

active, clear-headed, and resolute, by natural gifts,

by education, and the possession of property well

fitted to exercise an extraordinary and salutary in-

fluence in the parish and town.

Deacon Zadok Raymond, son of Clapp Raymond,
born about 1764, united with the church in 1811, and

lived in Kent, in the house now for many years occu-

pied by Charles Comstock, but in his later life in the

first house on the road leading to Hurlhutt Street,

formerly occupied by his brother, Asahel Raymond,
where he died April 12, 1841, at the age of seventy-

seven. He was a man humble, devout, and beloved,

much interested in benevolent work. The pastor of

this church may remember when, on a bright sum-

mer's morning in 1832, two boys, who went on an er-

rand to Deacon Raymond's, waited without until he

had ended worship in the family and with the men
who had come to work in the hayfield. He evidently

believed that the hired laborer might enjoy and be

benefited by such service. He loved good men, and

his house was often open for Sunday five o'clock and

other neighborhood prayer-meetings.

Deacon Jonathan iliddlebrook was the son of

Michael Middlebrook, who came to Wilton from Fair-

field, and, by the half-way covenant, united with the

church, June 1, 1766. Jonathan Middlebrook united

with the church during the ministry of Mr. Wood-
ward. The date of his election to the office of deacon

is not found.

His liberal gift to the fund of the society has al-

ready been noticed. He gave also the land for the

burying-yard on the hill. He was by occupation a

farmer. He died (without children) Jan. 20, 1832,

at the age of seventy -seven years. His residence

was on the Ridgefield road, cast side, next to the

Davenport place.

Deacon Lewis H. St. John united with this church

in 1816, was chosen deacon in 1841, and ordained the

17th of October of that year.

He was a quiet, earnest, spiritually-minded man. a

little above the average height, with a soft, plea.-^int

voice, and gained the respect and good will of the

people. His residence was in Nod. He was by trade

a cooper, and tilled the laud.

* Dr. N. Boutoii's Hist. Disc, nt Norwullt, 1851, p. 71. t Ho was I'aptized .Tan. 11, 1761.
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Deacon St. John died Aug. 10, 1867, aged seventy-

four years.

Deacon James Betts was born in Wilton. His

father, David Betts, died while he was yet a boy. By
great energy and self-denial he secured an education

at the academy, attended lectures in New Haven, and

early began to teach. Some time after Mr. Hawley
Olmstead had removed to New Haven, Mr. Betts

rented his former residence, and brought to it

his family school for boys. In 1844 he built a com-

modious house in Stamford, where he yet remains.

His school has been remarkably prosperous. One son,

William J., graduated at Yale, 1870, and another,

Alsop Lockwood, a member of the class of 1872,

died in college. Deacon Betts was received to the

church in 1825, was elected and ordained deacon in

1841. In Stamford, for thirty-two years, he has well

represented this church and its influence uj^on its

children.

Deacon Giles Gregory was born the 7th of October,

1806, and died Feb. 20, 1859. He was the youngest

son of Moses and Abigail Gregory, the great-grand-

son, on his father's side, of Deacon Matthew Gregory
;

on his mother's side, the grandson of Deacon Daniel

Gregory. He was thus descended by each parent

from one of the elder deacons,—Deacon Matthew
Gregory and Deacon Benjamin Hickok. He. was ed-

ucated at the academy, taught school many years,

and after his father's death, in 1837, engaged actively

as a farmer. He confessed Christ May, 1842, was

ordained deacon the 2d of November, 1849, and was
active in church, society, and town aflairs. His read-

iness to render pecuniary or personal aid to the poor

or those in distress was hearty and efficient. His

prayers indicated vinfeigned humility ; his life tes-

tified to the genuineness of his faith. His early

death, which occurred Feb. 19, 1859, from typhoid

fever, was lamented by many. He resided with his

sisters in the house built by or for his grandfather,

Ezra Gregory, about 1740, but was never married.

Deacon Wakeman Hubbell, the son of Nathan and
Sarah Hubbell, was born in Wilton. He was firm,

conscientious, and earnest to a high degree. He was
elected to the office of deacon on the 8th of Febru-

ary, 1860, and ordained the 19tli of March follow-

ing by his old pastor. Rev. Sylvanus Haight. Of his

character and work I will speak in another connec-

tion. •

The i:>resent deacons are Charles Marvin, who was
ordained Oct. 17, 1841

;
Benajah Gilbert, ordained

March 19, 1860 ; Edward Olmstead, ordained May 1,

1870; and Robert T. B. Easton, ordained May 1,

1870.

ST. MATTHEWS CHURCH.*-

St. Matthew's parish was organized in the year

1802. Previous to that time members of the EjDisco-

pal Church residing in Wilton seem to have belonged

* Contributed hy Sherman P. Fitch.

to the parish of St. Paul's Church, Norwalk. It ap-

pears that in the year 1802 application was made to

the justice of the peace to warn a meeting of the

members of the church in Wilton, for the purpose of

choosing officers and transacting other business. The
meeting was held on July 1, 1802, at a school-house

in the district called Pimpewaug, in the northern

part of the town. At this meeting David Lambert
was made clerk, Daniel Church and Samuel Belden

were chosen wardens, and David Belden, Stephen

Keeler, J. James, and William Starling were chosen

vestrymen. From that time Wilton became an in-

dependent parish. At a meeting held in Decem-
ber following a vote was taken to build a church.

In the year 1804 we find a committee existing to su-

perintend the building of the church, but it does not

appear from the records of the pai-ish that the build-

ing was entirely completed till the year 1818. It Avas

consecrated by Bishop Hobart on Aug. 11, 1819.

This continued to be a place of public worship for

forty-five years, until in 1863 it was sold and removed,

to be supplanted by the present church, now standing

just north of the site of the old edifice. It is on rec-

ord that, in the year 1810, David Belden was ap-

jiointed agent for the society to prefer a petition to

the General Assembly for the grant of a lottery to

raise one thousand dollars to be applied to the finish-

ing of the church, and he was to " use his prudence

therein."

Between the years 1802 and 1816 the Rev. Henry
Whitlock and the Rev. Dr. Bethel Judd, who were

rectors of St. Paul's Church, Norwalk, officiated

about one-fourth of their time in Wilton. The first

settled minister was the Rev. Reuben Sherwood, who
assumed the charge in January, 1816, at which time

there were about forty families in the parish. The
following is the oldest list on record of members of

the Episcopal Church in Wilton : James Arnold,

Samuel Belden, David Belden, Daniel Betts, Jr.,

Stephen Britts, Isaac Britts, Samuel Belden, Jr.,

William Belden, Sherman Betts, John Cannon,

Daniel Church, Daniel Church, Jr., Fitch Church,

James W. Church, James Davis, Leman Edwards,

George Elwood, Samuel Fitch, Samuel Fitch, Jr.,

Zach. Whittman Fitch, John Gilbert, Theoph. B.

Handford, Nathan Handford, Nathaniel Hendrick,

Abraham Hurlburt, Job Hodges, Jabez Handford,

Molly Handford, Peter James, Jemmy James, Wil-

liam James, Seth Keeler, Stephen Keeler, John

Keeler, Elijah Keeler, David Lambert, William

Long, John Morgan, James Morgan, Zaloion Mor-

gan, Ezekiel Morgan, Jeremiah Morgan, Samuel

Marvin, Nathan Marvin, Sarah Marvin, Joel Mor-

gan, Joseph Morgan, Sarah Marvin, Lucy Marvin,

Stephen Morgan, Asa Olmstead, Jared Patchin,

Clapp Rockwell, Edward Rockwell, William Star-

ling, Daniel Sturges, Ezekiel Sturges, Elias Sturges,

David Sloan, Nathaniel Starling, Peter Smith, Wil-

liam St. John, Edmund Tuttle.
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The Rev. Reuben Sherwood was succeeded by the

Rev. Charles Smith, who was rector of the parish

from 1816 to 1823. He also officiated a part of the

time in Ridgefield. He was succeeded by Rev. Origin

P. Holcomb, who took charge of tlie parish on Wliit-

Sunday, 1823, and continued until Easter, 1831. Until

this time it appears that the church was without a

bell, as we find that at the Easter meeting in 1828 a

committee was appointed to procure one. Rev. Mr.

Holcomb was followed by the Rev. Charles J. Todd,

who remained in charge from 1831 to 1833. After

him was Rev. William Barlow, from 1834 to 1836;

Rev. Dr. Bethel Judd, 183(3-37 ; Rev. R. C. Shimsal,

1837; Rev. Abel Nichols, 1838-39; Rev. G. U. Nich-

ols and Rev. William G. Hyer, 1840. In July, 1840,

the Rev. John Purves became rector, and continued

till the year 1844. During this period the society

Avas in a jirosperous condition, but that happy state

was suddenly disturbed by difficulties in relation to

the funds of the society. These had been invested in

a loan with securities. The principal failing to pay

the interest, the society was obliged to call upon the

indorser of the note for payment. This involved

the parish in two long lawsuits. From 1844 to 1849

services were irregular, there being no settled clergy-

man. Within this period the Rev. David H. Shoi't

resided in the town, and officiated for a portion of the

time for two years. From March till June, 1849, the

Rev. Timothy Wilcoxson was a resident minister, and

during this short time did much towards helping the

parish to revive and resume its former efficiency. In

June, 1849, the Rev. Abel Ogden was invited to the

rectorship, and continued in charge until Easter, 1851.

Under Mr. Ogden's ministry the church edifice was

thoroughly rej^aired and painted within and without.

He was followed in 1851 by the Rev. Levi G. Stimson,

who continued until October, 1860. Under Mr. Stim-

son's rectorship the church was in a very prosperous

condition. The present rectory belonging to the

parish was built at that time. Mr. Stimson was fol-

lowed by the Rev. Simon G. Fuller, who was rector

from 1861 till November, 1863. The present church

edifice was begun and completed under the cliarge of

Rev. Mr. Fuller. It is built of stone and brick, in

Gothic style, with nave and transepts, and seats

about three hundred persons. The corner-stone was
laid on June 17, 1862, by the Right Rev. John Wil-

liams, and the building consecrated by him May 21,

1864. The building committee were Rev. S. G. Fuller,

James W. Pinkney, Tlieodore L. Sturgcs, Sherman P.

Fitch, Charles Cannon, and Nathan M. Belden.

Rev. Mr. Fuller was succeeded by Rev. Albert U.

Stanley, who was rector from 1864 to 1867 ; Rev.

William L. Bostwick, from 1867 to 1870 ; Rev. J. E.

Walton, from 1870 to November, 1878. Rev. Mr. Wal-
ton had also the charge of Emanuel Church, Weston.

The present rector, Rev. Francis W. Barnett, took

charge of the parish on Whit-Sunday, June 1, 1879.

The present officers of the parish are Nathan M.

Belden and Eli S. Bctts, Wardens
;
Stephen James,

Henry A. Barrett, Sherman P. Fitch, Henry G.

Thomson, Screno E. Ogden, Vestrj'men ; Nathan M,
Belden, Clerk and Treasurer; David S. R. Lambert
and Nathan M. Belden, Delegates to tlie Diocesan

Convention. The ])arish now comprises fifty-lour

families and ninety c(>mmunicants.

ZION HILL CHURCH.

Jan. 29, 1844, the first meeting was held to consider

the practicability of building a church. Rev. Zacha-

riah Daveni)ort chairman, Wm. H. Taylor secretary.

At a meeting held Feb. 5, 1844, the first trustees

were chosen, viz. : Daniel Alice, .losepli Scribner,

Joshua Smith, Odle Bouton, Aaron Bennett, Sher-

man Cole, Sherman Morehouse, Albert Lockwood,

Noah Patrick. At this meeting the building com-

mittee was chosen, viz. : William Nichols, Odle

Bouton, Charles Scribner. The church was com-

pleted and dedicated Nov. 26, 1844; Rev. Francis

Hodgson and J. L. Gilder performed the dedication

service. Present trustees, viz. : A. B. Lockwood,

John Olmsted, William Nichols, Wilbur Sturg&s, Wil-

liam B. Hurlbutt, Charles Scribner, Brewer Gilbert,

Andi'ew Jackson, and Harman Gilbert.

The edifice was erected at a cost of about three thou-

sand dollars, and is located near Cannon's Station.

There is a small class of Ej^iscopal !\Ictli()dists at

Bull's Bridge, in this town, but they hold their connec-

tion with Gaylordsville Church, in the town of New
Mil ford.

Rev. William H. Kirk is pastor of a small con-

gregation connected with a small branch of ^letlio-

dists called Reformed Methodists. They worship in a

school-house in Macedonia School District, two miles

west of the village of Kent Plains ; number of mem-
bers, fifteen. They also have an old church in the

east part of this town on the mountain, organized fifty

years ago. The society there is small and poor, but

keeps up regular services. The ]irosent pastor is Rev.

Elijah Fry ; number of membei-s, about twenty.

CHAPTER LX XXVII.

WILTON (Coutiuued).
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—
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lectmen from Organization to 1SSLV—Reinx!scutalives—Military Kocord
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Jonathan Sturges and Thaddous Burr were

delegates to the convention which ratified the Consti-

tution of the United States, hold at Hartford on the

first Thursday of January, 1788.

* This list appeared in a pamplilet called the Anniversary of the C\>ii-

gregational Church, pwblisheil si-veral years ago. Since then soiuo

changes may have occurred which have not been noted.



854 HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT.

The delegates to the convention which formed the

State Constitution, held in Hartford in August in

1818, were David Hill and Gideon Tomlinson.

Aaron Burr was born in this town in 1714. He
graduated at Yale in 1735, and in 1742 was settled as

pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Newark, N. J.

In 1748 he became president of Princeton College,

which position he occupied until his death, which

occurred Sept. 24, 1757. He was an accomplished

scholar and able divine. He married a daughter

of Jonathan Edwards, and had two children,—

a

daughter, who married Chief Justice Reeve, of Litch-

field, and Aaron Burr, who became Vice-President of

the United States.

Nathan Gold was a member of the Council for the

first time in 1657, and held the ofiice for forty-eight

years. He was also chief justice of the Superior

Court for ten years, and Deputy-Governor of Connec-

ticut from 1708 to 1724. Unless there were two per-

sons bearing the same name and residing in the same

place, holding ofiice continuously, the period of his

official life extended over a period of sixty-seven

years.

Ebenezer Silliman was born 1708, and graduated at

Yale in 1727. He studied law, and soon after his

admission to the bar was elected a representative from

Fairfield, and at the October session, 1736, he was

chosen Speaker of the House, and held the same

position at the three succeeding sessions.

In 1739 he was chosen a member of the Council,

or upper House of the Legislature, and was annually

re-elected for twenty-seven years. At the end of that

period he was again chosen a representative, and at

the sessions in May and October, 1773, and in May,

1774, he was elevated to the Speaker's chair. Mr.

Silliman was also annually elected a judge of the

Superior Court for twenty-three years, besides being

a judge of the Probate Court, judge of the County

Court, colonial auditor, and a member of various im-

portant committees. For a period of over forty-five

years he was almost constantly in public life.

LIST OP COLLEGE GRADUATE?, Etc.

The following is a list of natives, and those who
have resided in Wilton, who were college graduates,

or entered one of the learned professions, or were

authors, editors, or teachers.

A list is also appended of ladies who themselves or

whose husbands belonged to one of these classes. The

list may not be complete, but still is of great value

:

David Lambert (Y. C, 1761).

Deacon Matthew Marvin (Y. C, 1785), died 1842.

He was the son of Matthew Marvin, and the sixth in

descent from Matthew Marvin, one of the first settlers

of Norwalk.

Rev. David Belden (Y. C, 1785), died 1832. Took

orders in the Episcopal Church. Afterwards engaged

in farming, and resided in the upper part of Pimpe-

waug.

Rev. Zachariah Lewis and Rev. Isaac Lewis, D.D.

(twin sons of Rev. Isaac Lewis, D.D.), born Jan. 1,

1773, graduated at Yale, 1794; useful and honored in

many ways. (See Sprague's " Annals," vol. i. p. 666.)

Zachariah died in Brooklyn, N. Y., Nov. 14, 1840
;

Isaac died in New Y''ork, Sept. 23, 1854.

Prof. Moses Stuart (Y. C, 1799), died 1852. He
was born in 1780, in the house now owned and occu-

pied by Abijah M. Jones, the son of Isaac and Olive

Stuart. He read books with eagerness when four

years old, but remained a farmer's boy with no

thought of college till, at fourteen, a thirst for knowl-

edge was manifest which neither toil nor years could

quench. He went to Norwalk, made rapid progress

in the rudiments of Latin and French, and was fitted

for the Sophomore class by Roger Minot Sherman,

who had the preceding year been a tutor at Yale.

He graduated with the highest honor in the class of

1799 ; afterwards he taught in what was North Fair-

field, and in Danbury; studied law, was admitted to

the bar at Danbury in 1802 ; became tutor at Yale

from 1802 to 1804. There and afterwards he showed

almost unsurpassed skill in awakening the enthii-

siasm of young men in their studies. But here the

Si>irit of the Lord met him and he heard the call

which Paul heard,—to preach the gospel. He united

with the College Church and studied theology with

Dr. Dwight. His first and only settlement was as

pastor of the First Church in New Haven. It was an

era (those almost four years of his pastorate are yet

remembered there) during which above one hundred

and seventy (170) were added to the church by pro-

fession. His successor. Rev. Dr. N. W. Taylor, forty

years later, spoke in the highest terms of his power

as a preacher, reckoning him second to none in this

country. In 1810 he was wanted, as professor of He-

brew and Greek, in the new Theological Seminaly at

Andover, Mass. " We cannot spare him," said one

of the Yale faculty to the Rev. Dr. Samuel Spring, of

Newburyport, who had come to New Haven to get

Mr. Stuart's assent to the plan. " We want no man
who can be spared," was Dr. Spring's reply.

He went to Andover, as he himself said, with small

knowledge of Hebrew, and of Greek grammar less

than many a student who this year enters college. In

two years he had prepared a Hebrew grammar, and,

as there was no printer who understood the business,

he was obliged to set a part of the types with his own
hands.

Rev. William Belden (Y. C, 1803), died 1861 ; born

July 16, 1781; son of Azor Belden. From 1812 to

1821 he was pastor at Greenfield, and teacher there

and afterwards at Fairfield
;

also, in 1824 to 1843, in

New York City. Resided in Brooklyn, 1858 to 1861.

Benjamin Belden, M.D., son of Azor Belden
;
phy-

sician, New York City.

Lewis Belden, M.D. (Princeton, 1811); physician.

New York City ; died 1831 ; son of Azor Belden.

Charles Belden, M.D. (Princeton, 1812); son of
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Azor Belden ; teachei' ; died in New York about fifty

years ago.

Ebenezer Seeley, son of Ebenezer (Y. C, 1814)

;

born April 6, 1793; laAvyer, many years in New
Haven ; afterwards in New York, where he died, Jan.

23, 1866.

Hawley Olmstead, LL.D. (Y. C, 1816), died 1868.

Isaac M. Sturges (Union, 1817), died 1850; son of

Ezekiel Sturges; lived a farmer at Wilton, and died

July 15, 1850, aged sixty-two years.

David Hull Belden, son of Eev. David Belden

;

lawyer at Newtown ; State's attorney ; died a few

years since.

Deacon Charles Marvin (Y. C, 1823), son of Dea-

con Matthew Marvin
;
fanner, banker, several times

member of the Legislature, and bank commissioner.

Rev. Stephen Hubbell (Y. C, 1826), son of Nathan

and Sarah Hubbell ; ordained at Mount Carmel, May
18,1880; dismissed 1836; installed at Wolcottville,

Feb. 29, 1837 ; dismissed Sept. 29, 1839
;
pastor at

East Avon, Dec. 31, 1849, to July 1, 1853
;
pastor at

North Stonington, Aug. 17, 1853, to April G, 1869;

pastor at Long Ridge, 1869 to Oct. 28, 1873 ; resides

at Mount Carmel, Conn.

Deacon Ira Gregory, M.D. (Yale Medical School,

1-829), son of Moses and Abigail Gregory; born Jan.

31, 1804; practiced medicine at Moriches, Long
Island, 1829-40, and at Norwalk, 1840-72 ; deacon in

the First Church at Norwalk for many years; died

Sept. 2, 1872.

Deacon James Betts.

David Lambert (Trinity, 1836); lawyer, editor;

died 1849.

Isaac M. Sturges, son of Erastus Sturges; was a

lawyer ; deceased.

Rev. Samuel J. M. Merwin (Y. C, 1839).

William C. Betts, M.D. (Yale Med. School, 1843),

son of David Betts
;
physician in Brooklyn, N. Y.

;

died 1871.

Rev. Levi Wakeman, son of William ; not a native,

but I'rom early life a resident of Wilton ; learned a

trade with Alfred Mallory, at Norwalk ; studied in

New Haven; entered the ministry (Baptist) about

thirty years ago
;
preached in Stepney, West Wood-

stock, and New Hartfoixl ; is a resident of Stamford,

Conn.

Lowis R. Ilurlbutt, M.D. (Y. C, 1843), son of John
and Elizabeth (Ogden) Hurlbutt; principal of Bacon
Academy, Colchester, 1843-45; grammar-school,

Hartford, 1845-47 ; tutor in Yale College, 1847-50

;

physician and surgeon.

Charles Jones (Y. C, 1843), son of Capt. John
Jones ; teacher in Wilton Academy, 1843-44 ; mem-
ber of Legislature of Connecticut, 1844; lawyer. New
York City

;
residence, Brooklyn.

Eev. John H. Betts (Trinity, 1844), son of Capt.

Ira Betts ; rector in the Episcopal Churcli in New
Hartford and elsewhere.

Deacon Edward Olmstead (Y. C, 1845).

Rev. Samuel G. Willard (Y. C, 184^;), won of Dr.

David and Abljy (Gregory) Willard; ordained past^jr

at Wiliimuntic, Nov. 8, 1849; dismi.ssed Sept. 8, 1868;

installed pastor at Colchester, Sept. 23, 1868; mem-
ber of Y. C. corporation, 1867.

Sylvester D. Willard, M.D. (Albaay Med. College,

1847), son of Dr. David and Abby (Gregory) Willard

;

born .lune 19, 1825
,
secretary of the New York State

Medical Society, 1857-65; practicing physician at

Albany, N. Y.
;
surgeon-general, 1865; died April 2,

1865; aided to found the Willard Asylum for the In-

sane at Ovid, N. Y., which was named from him.

Theodore Benjamin, son of George, grandson of

Dr. Abram Chichester; born about 1825; removed

to Rochester, N. Y., about 1832
;
reported to have

entered the ministry.

John A. Betts, M.D. (Yale Med. School, 1848), son

of David Betts; brother of Deacon James Betts;

practicing physician at Brooklyn, N. Y., where he

now resides.

Roger S. Olmstead, M.D. (Yale Med. School, 1849),

son of Hon. Hawley Olmstead; entered Yale; studied

medicine
;
practiced in Brooklyn, N. Y. ; resides now

in Omaha, Neb.

N. Marvin Belden (Trinity, 1849), son of .lohn A.

Belden, grandson of Rev. David Belden and of Na-

than Marvin; tutor in Trinity.

Rev. Henry L. Hubbell (Y. C, 1854), eldest son of

Deacon Wakeman and Julia Lynes Hubbell; or-

dained at Amherst, Mass., April 24, 1861 ; dismissed

April 5, 1865.*

Rev. James W. Hubbell (Y. C, 1857), son of Deacon

W. and Julia L. Hubbell ; ordained at Z\Iilford, Sept.

21, 1864; dismissed June 1, 1S68 ; installed June 10,

1868, College Street Church, New Haven.

Eugene Smith (Y. C, 1859), son of Matthew and

Mary A. (Davenport) Smith; born in New York

City ; resided in Wilton most of the time until after

graduation
;
lawyer ; resides in New York City.

Coley James entered Trinity, 1857 ; did not gradu-

ate ; received A.M. from Trinity, 1869.

John Henry Hurlbutt entered Trinity in 1S58, clas.s

of 1862, and left June, 1860.

Bela St. John, M.D., son of Bela St. John, practiced

dentistry several years in Danbury.

George Fillow, son of Seth Fillow, graduate of State

Normal School; teacher in Hartford several years.

Samuel T. Jones, son of John and Mary (Thorp)

Jones, born Dec. 20, 1834; lawyer ia New York,

1855-1873; clerk of United States District Court;

United States commissioner; died Dec. 24. 1873.

Sanuiol H. Olmstead, M.D. (Yale ^lodical School,

1861), son of Hawley Olmstead; in practice of modi-

cine and surgery at Brooklyn. N. Y.

J. B. Hurlbutt, son of John Hurlbutt. Jr. ; lawyer

;

office in Norwalk
;
acting school visitor in Wilton.

Rev. John Gaylord Davenport (Williams. 1S63),

j

son of Charles A. and Sarah (Gaylord) Davenport;

' pastor.
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Rev. Lewis Gregory (Y. C, 1864), son of Charles

and Harriet (Clark) Gregory, grandson of Moses;

ordained Oct. 15, 1868
;

pastor, West Amesbury,

Mass. ; dismissed 1875, to go to Lincoln, Neb.

Clarence L. Westcott (Y. C, 1864), son of George

B. and Arethusa (Lincoln) Westcott; lawyer, New
York City.

Charles F. Morgan, M.D. (Y. C. Medical School,

1866), son of Charles A. and Electa B. Morgan.

Samuel Keeler (Y. C, 1867), son of Legrand W.
and Catharine (Lockwood) Keeler; lawyer, New York

City.

Strong Comstock (Y. C, 1867), son of Capt. James

and Harriet (Betts) Comstock; teacher Walton, N. Y.

Gordon Hall, A.B. (Amherst, about 1869), son of

Rev. Gordon Hall, D.D.
;

banker, Northampton,

Mass.

Daniel Davenport (Y. C, 1873), son of Judge

George A. and Mary (Sturgess) Davenport
;
lawyer,

Bridgej^ort.

Timothy Davenport (Y. C, 1875), brother of Daniel.

Benjamin Davenport, brother of preceding, and a

member for a time of class of 1875, Y. C.
;
lawyer,

Washington, D. C.

David R. Lambert, sou of Samuel Lambert, and

member for a time of class of 1875, Y. C.

Samuel E. Morgan, M.D. (Yale College Medical

School, 1875), son of Charles A. and Electa B. Mor-

gan.

Charles Gilbert (W. C, 1876), son of Deacon Bena-

jah and Fanny (Keeler) Gilbert.

1. Chauncey Sturges (graduated at Berkley Divinity

School, Middletown, 1876), son of J. Randall Sturges.

Frederic D. Benedict (two years at Y. C, in class

of 1867 ; Danville Theological Seminary, Kentucky),

son of I. Newton and Emily (Keeler) Benedict.

Susan Comstock (Mrs. Requa), daughter of Strong

;

missionary of American Board in 1822 to Osage In-

dians ; married Rev. AVilliam C. Requa.

Ann Hubbell (Mrs. Dr. Nash), daughter of Nathan
Hubbell, married Mr. Burr, of Fairfield, who died

early. One son, George William Burr, member for

a time of the class of 1846, Y. C. ; afterwards a law-

yer in New York, who died about 1860 ; married Dr.

William B. Nash, Bridgeport, who died in 1873.

Jane Belden (Mrs. Booth), daughter of Rev. David
Belden, married Reuben Booth (Y.C., 1816), lawyer;

Lieutenant-Governor of Connecticut ; resided in Dan-
bury ; died 1844.

Abby Gregory (Mrs. Dr. Willard), daughter of

Moses ; born April 20, 1797 ; married Dr. David Wil-

lard, Dec. 22, 1818 ; died Jan. 3, 1857.

Henrietta Belden (Mrs. Dr. Stone), daughter of

Col. William and Mrs. Becca Belden ; married Dr.

Stone and went South ; both died early.

Maria Hubbell (Mrs. Dr. Lewis), daughter of Na-

than Hubbell ; married Dr. Lewis, of Brockport,

N. Y.

Harriet Cannon (Mrs. Todd), daughter of George

Cannon
;
married, about 1834, Rev. Charles Todd,

rector of the Episcopal Church in Wilton ; she died

in Huntington, Conn., 1849.

Esther M. Taylor, daughter of Levi Taylor ; about

1838 married Dr. Ambrose L. White, surgeon U. S. A.

;

died 1876.

Louisa Jessup (Mrs. Gunning), daughter of Wil-

liam and Nancy (Odell) Jessup
;
graduate of Rutgers

Institute; teacher in New York; married, about 1844,

Dr. Thomas B. Gunning, dental surgeon. New York.

Elizabeth Jessup (Mrs. Reed), daughter of AVil-

liam ; married James Reed, editor of the Norwalk

Gazette, and now, for many years, editor of the Ash-

tabula Telegraph, Ohio.

Emily Jessup, daughter of William, graduate of

Mount Holyoke ; was several years assistant teacher

there, and now occupies the position of first assistant

in the Western Female Seminary, Oxford, Ohio.

Charlotte Betts (Mrs. Barnum), sister Deacon James

Betts ; teacher ; married Rev. Samuel W. Barnum
(Y. C, 1841), who was ordained Jan. 25, 1853; pas-

tor, Massachusetts, to 1862; editor "Abridgment

Smith's Bible Dictionary," and other works.

Mary Randle (Mrs. Willard), daughter of Samuel

P. and Sally (Hyatt) Randle; born June 8, 1821;

studied at Wilton Academy and Utica (N. Y.) Fe-

male Seminary ; married Rev. S. G. Willard, Nov. 14,

1849 ; died at Willimantic, May 15, 1853.

Clara A. Willard, daughter of Dr. David W. ; born

Feb. 4, 1823; studied in Wilton and Bridgeport;

teacher of private and family school twenty years or

more in Wilton ; author of " Nellie Greyson," " Fifty

Years Ago," and other works ; died at Norwalk, Feb.

15, 1876.

Elizabeth Willard (Mrs. L. J. Curtis), daughter of

Dr. David W.
;
married, April 2, 1850, James G. Row-

land (Y. C, 1846), who opened a family school for

boys in Kent, and died Aug. 20, 1853. Mrs. Rowland

continued the school, and taught till 1864. Oct. 20,

1864, she married Lewis J. Curtis, of Norwalk.

Mary Willard (Mrs. Salmon C. Gillett), daughter

of Dr. David W. ; studied in New Haven ; teacher for

years.

Susan Willard (Mrs. Mix), daughter of David W.;

taught for a time; May 1, 1860, married Rev. El-

bridge Mix (Williams College, 1854) ; he was assist-

ant to the Rev. Dr. Hastings (New York), 1860-61;

pastor in Burlington, Vt., 1862 to Aug. 20, 1867 ;
pas-

tor First Church in Orange, N. J., 1867.

Elizabeth Middlebrook (Mrs. Hill), daughter of

Col. George M.
;
married, 1856, John Hill, M.D., for

some years physician and surgeon in Brooklyn, N. Y.

Lucretia Middlebrook (Mrs. Brown), daughter of

Col. George M. ; married Augustus Brown, lawyer,

Ballston, N. Y. Mr. and Mrs. Brown died early.

Gertrude Middlebrook (Mrs. Turner), daughter of

Col. George M., married J. Edward Turner, M.D.,

the founder and first superintendent of the Bing-

hampton Asylum for Inebriates.
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Harriet Fitch (Mrs. Gregory), daughter of .J. Piatt

Fitch.; married Rev. Abel Ogden (Trinity, 1842),

some time rector of St. Matthew's Church, Wilton,

who died 1854
;
married, second time, to Rev. Luther

Gregory, rector of St. Paul's Church, Huntington,

who died about 1863.

Mary W. Gregory (Mrs. Hubbell), daughter of

Charles; married Rev. James W. Plubbell, A.D. 1861.

Alice Westcott (Mrs. J. G. Davenport), daughter of

George B., married Rev. John G. Davenport, Bridge-

port.

Louisa Randle, daughter of George H. and Caro-

line (Lounsbury) Randle; lady principal seminary,

Penn Yan, New York.

Helen Randle (Mrs. Barnum), daughter of George

H., graduate of State Normal School; married Rev.

Henry S. Barnum (Yale College, 1862), March 10,

1869. Mr. Barnum is in the service of the American

Board; they are stationed at Van, Eastern Turkey.

Sarah Randle (Mrs. Steele), daughter of George H.;

married, Aug. 2, 1865, to Rev. John B. Steele, who
was ordained Aug. 16, 1865, preached several years in

Western New York, and died Nov. 29, 1873, aged

thirty-eight years, at Middlebury, Vt.

Janet Holmes (Mrs. Paine), daughter of George

Holmes; married Levi L. Paine, D.D. (Y. C, 1856),

Professor of Ecclesiastical History, Theological Semi-

nary, Bangor, Me.

Mary A. Davenport (Mrs. White), daughter of

George A. ; married Dr. Charles B. White, surgeon

U.S.A., son of Dr. Ambrose L. AVhite, and grandson

of Levi Taylor.

Martha Belden (Mrs. Warren), daughter of John
A.

;
married, A.D. 1869, Dr. Warren, of Norwich,

Conn., who died some years ago.

Clarina Sturges, daughter of Charles
;
graduate of

Mount Holyoke ; married.

Josephine Sturges, daughter of Charles
;
graduate

of Mount Holyoke ; married 0. A. G. Todd, lawyer,

Danbury.

Artemesia Sturges, daughter of Charles ; student

for a while at Mount Holyoke ; teacher of music.

Jane D. Middlebrook (Mrs. Foote), daughter of

George B. ; married Joseph F. Foote, lawyer, Nor-

walk.

Elizabeth Middlebrook (Mrs. Barber), daughter of

George B. ; a.d. 1870, married James W. Barber,

M.D., Norwalk.

Francesca Betts (Mrs. Nesbit), daughter of John
C. ; married Rev. Alexander Nesbit (graduate of N.

Y. College), pastor of the Presbyterian Church, Tre-

mont, N. Y., who died in 1875.

POSTMASTERS.

The postmasters of Wilton have been as follows:

Origin P. Holcomb, Samuel F. Lambert, Joseph P.

Fitch, Charles M. Jones, John R. Comstock, William
A. Sturgis, Henry Walton, Edward L. Keeler, George
K. Gilbert, Albert Seymour, Charles H. Betts.

65

BURYIXG-GROUND.S.

The oldest buryiiig-ground is located near the resi-

dence of Sherman Moreliouse, in Kent.

The next oldest is what is known as Hillside Ceme-
tery. It was dedicated to the Congregational Church

in 1816, and still belongs to that society.

There is also a cemetery near St. Matthew's Church

belonging to that parish. There is also one at Zion's

Hill and at Bald Hill.

THE LADIES' HOME MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION.

This useful association was organized in 1830, and

September 14th of that year held its first meeting at

the house of Wakeman Hubbell, the following ladies

being present : Mrs. William lielden, Mrs. Harriet

(Charles) Gregory, Miss Susan Merwin (Mrs. George

I. Wood), Miss Maria Randle (Mrs. William Ogden),

Miss Mary Cole, Miss Jane Munroe, Miss Jane E. St.

John (Mrs. Cyrus Raymond), Miss Susan Hoyt, Miss

Susan Comstock, Miss Mary E. Comstock (Mrs. Lewis

Keeler), Miss Mary Middlebrook (Mrs. Harris), MUs
Louise Jessup (Mrs. Thomas B. Gunning).

The presidents of the association have been as fol-

lows: Mrs. Mathew Marvin, Mrs. S. G. Willard, Mrs.

Wakeman Hubbell, and Mrs. Merwin, the present

president.

The first secretary and treasurer was Miss Clara M.
Gregory, the present incumbent. Mrs. Helen Com-
stock was secretary and treasurer many years.

EDUCATIONAL.

The first reference in the old records to schools

appears under date of December, 1728, a.s follows :
" A

meeting of the society of Wilton parish, Dec. 9, 1728,

the said society did agree, by a major vote, to get up

a school in said parish.

"At the same meeting the society, by a major vote,

made choice of Lieut. Ketchum, Joseph Birchard, and

Samuel Betts a committee for to look after and set up

a school or schools in said parish."

"At a meeting of the said society of Wilton, on

the 10th day of March, Anna Domini 1729, the said

society did agree, by a major vote, that they hire the

Rev. Mr. Sturgeon for to keep school in said parish

for some time."

"March 2, 1730, the society of Wilton did agree,

by a major vote, that Kent and Chestnut Hill should

have one-third part of the colony money, they keep-

ing a school so long as their part will come to."

There were frequent votes coucerniug the schools.

In January, 1792, the parish was divided into nine

school district-*, as follows: No. 1, Nod; No. 2, Bald

Hill ; No. 3, :Middlebrook District; No. 4. Drum Hill

(Centre District); No. 6, Kent; No. 7, Pimpewaug;

No. 8, Chestnut Hill; No. 9, Harrys Ridge. The

Kent school-house stood in the triangle east of the

Danbury road and south of the old burying-ground

' (as was customary), near the nioeting-house.
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THE WILTON ACADEMY.

The educational interests of AVilton from the begin-

ning kept abreast with the rapid strides of progress,

and the year 1816 witnessed an important era in the

history of the town,—the founding of the Wilton

Academy.

Hawley Olmstead, a man worthy to be held in

lasting remembrance, graduated from Yale College

the foremost scholar of the class of 1816.* He de-i

signed to study law, but a failure of his eyes in college

induced him to open a school as an experiment.

Dartmouth College had its origin in a small school-

building yet standing in Columbia, Conn. The Wil-

ton Academy was opened in 1816 in a small building,

afterwards for many years used by the late Nathan
Comstock as a store. It was soon seen that the young
teacher had rare gifts for his office. Before entering

college he had taught a district school, and, as assist-

ant pupil, had aided Eev. William Belden,—himself

a Wilton man,—at that time pastor in Greenfield and
principal of its academy. An academy building was

erected in 1820. The land upon which the academy
Avas built was given "for the advancement of litera-

ture and science, and especially for the good will I

have and bear to the Presbyterian Society of Wilton,"

by Nathan Comstock, to " David Willard, Samuel
Comstock (2d), and Lewis Gregory, committee of the

Presbyterian Society of Wilton, for the time being,

and to their successors in office forever." The land

given was sixty-five feet front and seventy deep. The
land was to be used only for the erection of a build-

ing or buildings for " a school of higher order, and
for religious and singing meetings," " which school,

kept in said house, is to be under the direction of the

clergyman of the Presbyterian Society, for the time

being, and his successors in office, and the preceptor

of the school ; and in case of the society's being

vacant or destitute of a clergyman, to be under the

direction of the committee of said society." The
date of the deed is March 25, 1820. Mention is made
that the school at that time was in Mr. Comstock's

store. The witnesses are Sylvanus ITaight and Mat-
thew Marvin. The deed is acknowledged before

Matthew Marvin, justice of the peace, and is evi-

dently in his handwriting.

The academy building stood south of the road,

between the present site of the town-house and the

parsonage. About the year 1832 it was. removed to a

spot a little northeast of the present chapel. The old

building was sold, about 1870, to William A. Sturges,

* Hawley Olmstead, son of Aaron and Sarah Esther (Hawley) Olm-
stead, born Dec. 17, 1793, was descended, on his father's side, from Eiuh-

ard Olmstead, one of the first settlers of Norwalk, and its first representa-

tive in tlie Colonial Legislature. His mother was a "great-grand-

daughter" of Rev. Thomas Hawley, of Northampton, Ma^s., who was a

graduate of Harvard College in 1709, and the first minister of Ridge-

field, Conn. Mr. Olmstead married Miss Harriet Smitli, of New Canaan,

a niece of Eev. Daniel Smith, who was fifty-three years (1793-184C) pas-

tor of the First Church, Stamford. Mrs. Olmstead still resides in New
Haven.

and stands near the post-office. Mr. Haight, with his

usual enthusiasm, aided to publish the excellencies of

the teacher and to procure pupils from abroad. The
two first pupils fitted here for college—Nathaniel Bou-
ton and Jared B. Waterbury—have long been among
the most honored and useful ministers of their genera-

tion. Each received the degree of D.D. many years

since. Dr. Bouton, for forty years pastor of the church

in Concord, N. H., is recognized as the historian of

that State. The school so prospered that after four

and a half years Mr. Olmstead was persuaded to re-

move to Norwalk. His health became impaired, and
three years later he returned to Wilton to rest and
engage in agriculture. He also heard private pupils.

At the end of two and a half years, in 1826, he again

opened his school, at first in the academy, and when
the town-hall was built, a few years after, in the

upper room of that building. There he continued

thirteen years, with no public examination, no private

circulars, no advertisement, and yet uniformly a full

attendance of pupils. When he left Wilton, in 1839,

to become rector of the Hopkins Grainmar-School in

New Haven,—an institution forty years older than the

college,—he had had pupils from nearly, or quite, every

State in the Union, and from several foreign countries.

Some of the Christian young men, whose names are

yet held in loving remembrance liere, had made them-

selves very useful in the Sabbath-school and in social

religious meetings.

f

After ten years of extraordinary success in the

grammar-school, Mr. Olmstead's health failed and he

relinquished the rectorship to his son, who had for

two years been his assistant. For ten years longer he

taught private pupils in his own house. In 1862 he

received from Yale the degree of LL.D. His death

occurred the 3d of December, 1868, while he was

addressing, in his own parlor, a club of ministers and

laymen, with whom for more than twenty years he

had met weekly to discuss some great moral and re-

ligious question. Said an eye-witness, " He had

just completed a most thorough, logical, and, as his

companions felt, richly beautiful argument. It was

indeed the beautiful death of the Christian soldier

with his armor on,—the disciiile going out of the

earthly service to the ' well done' of his Lord."

In one of the later years of his life, anticipating

some such day as this for Wilton, and thinking he

might not be present, Mr. Olmstead charged me to

give a sentiment, which will be recognized as charac-

teristic of the man, and is fit to be engraven as his

epitaph. It was this: "Unswerving, supreme fidelity

to Truth and Right."

%

t Among these, Lockwood. David P. Judson, Stiles Hawley, James

Smitli, Nathaniel Wade, AVillis Lord, E. B. Clark, Benjamin Smith, Ira

Lawton, Edward Strong, Amos Cook, and Myron N. Morris.

I Mr. Olmstead was of medium height, stoutly built, very erect and

dignified in his carriage, but courteous and affable in his address. He
governed his scliool and won the lasting respect of his pupils in a re-

markable degree with little apparent effort. His interest in Wilton was

deep and constant to the day of his death. Ho was a member of the
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Happily for Wilton, the health of Mr. Edward Olin-

stead, who was for two years the assistant and then

the successor of his father in the Hopkins Grammar-

school, became impaired after a few years, which

eventually occasioned his return to Wilton, in 1855,

to resume the work of the academy,—at first in the

room vacated by Mr. Hawley Olmstead in 1839, and

afterwards in a building of his own, where he con-

tinues to this day doing for the children what his

honored father had done for their parents.*

TEMPERANCE.

Wilton Division,! No. 11, Sons of Temperance, was

organized March 24, 1876, with the following mem-
bers : Mary C. Clark, Clarence Moeller, Frank Corn-

stock, Carrie A. Comstock, Lillie T. Olmstead, Helen

E. Comstock, William H. Cook, Carrie A. Seymour,

Kate De Forest, Mrs. Eichard Dunning, Richard

O. Dunning, Mrs. Mary Foote, Willie Foote, Josiah

Gilbert, Annie M. Gregory, Emma S. Gregory, Edwin
H. Gregory, Martha Hickok, Hiram C. Jelliffe, Mrs.

W. T. Jellifie, James T. Hubbell, Amanda Jordan,

Kate Keeler, Robert W. Keeler, John F. Knapp, Mrs.

John F. Knapp, Rev. S. J. M. Merwin, Miranda B.

Merwin.

The W. P.s', R. S.'s, and Chaplains have been as

follows

:

1876.—W. P., John F. Knapp, Alfred E. Emery,

Josiah Gilbert, William H. Cook; R. S., Hiram C.

Jelliffe, Edward L. Keeler, Horace S. Reynolds
;
Chap-

lain, Rev. S. J. M. Merwin.

1877.—W. P., Edward L. Keeler, Daniel G. Betts,

Robert W. Keeler, S. J. M. Merwin; R. S., Hiram
C. Jelliffe, Robert W. Keeler, James T. Hubbell, Al-

fred E. Emery
;

Chaplain, Rev. S. J. M. Merwin,

George K. Gilbert.

1878.—W. P., Hiram C. Jelliffe, Horace S. Rey-

nolds, George K. Gilbert, John R. Sturges ; R. S.

John F. Knapp, Josiah Gilbert, Edward L. Keeler,

Charles M. Betts; Chaplain, Helen E. Comstock,

Edward T. Whitney, Rev. S. J. M. Merwin.

1879.—W. P., Chauncey Foote, James T. Hubbell,

Helen E. Comstock, Dr. S. H. Huntington ; R. S.,

Alice B. Olmstead, Anna M. Gregory, George Ogden,

Walter E. Fitch; Chaplain, Rev. S. J. M. Merwin.
1880.—W. P., Edward T. Whitney; R. S., Fred. D.

Benedict; Chaplain, Rev. S. J. M. Merwin.

Legislature in J825-2G and 1828-29, and a senator from New Haven in

1853. As chairman of the committee on education in 182G, and again

in 1828, he presented reports on common school education that attracted

much attention and exercised a lasting influence.

* Tlie following persons were te.iclieis of the academy for brief pe-

riods. Some of the dates are approximate only

:

Xenophon Betts . 1 1S23
Stuns Hall 1840-41
(Jliiirles Jones 184:!-44
George William Burr lS44-4;'>

William E. Watrous 1842-4:!
Odle Close lS4;i-44
James G. Rowland 1840-49
N. Marvin Belden

t ContriUuted by Miss Gregoi^'.

Number of membership, Ajiril 1, 1880, seventy-

three.

During the four years of the Division it has lost

but one member by death.

Officers at present time, April, 1880, arc as followH:

W. P., Dr. S. H. Huntingtfjn ; W. A., Alida Coulter;

R. S., Walter E. Fitch ; A. R. S., Anna M. Gregory;

F. S., John Fields; Treas., James T. IIiihh(?ll; Chap.,

Rev. S. J. M. Mervine; Con., Alice B. Ohnstead; A.

Con., George Ogden; I. S., Josiah Gilbert; O. S.,

Hiram C. Jelliffe; P. W. J'., Helen E. Comstock.

LOCKWOOD BllO.S.' WfRE FACTOKY.

This establishment is located near Cannon's Station,

and manufactures fine wire-cloth, (;opper and bra.s8.

The establishment was founded about four years ago

by David and John Lockwood.

CIVIL IIISTOKY.

The first iiublic movement to form a separate parish

was made Dec. 7, 1725, when the town of Xorwalk,

which was then co-terminous with the ecclcsia-stical so-

ciety, " by a major vote, signified their willingness that

the inhabitants of Kent, Belden's Hill, and Chestnut

Hill, and so upwards, become a parish or village by

themselves." At the same meeting a committee was

appointed " to joyne with a committee from ye said

inhabitants in viewing where ye bounds may be best

fixt for ye said upper village, and make a report to ye

town of their opinion." The little brook at the lower

end of Kent formed a convenient starting-point, from

which the committees proceeded east and west and

fixed the bounds substantially wliere the present

bounds of tlie town arc, the eastern boundary ex-

cepted.

A petition was sent to the General Assembly for

the incorjjoration of the town, signed by the following

persons: Joseph Elmer, Joseph Jump, Daniel Ab-

bott, Joseph Carle, John Keeler, Matthew St. John,

David Keeler, John St. John, David Bett^, Samuel

Betts, Jr., Stephen Betts, Nathaniel Slauson, John
Wood, Jr., Jonatlian Wood, Jr., Nathan Betts, Daniel

Trowbridge, Nathan Olmstead, Stephen Buckingham,

John Stuart, Benjamin Hickok, Richard Bouton,

Obadiah Wood, Thomas Bouton, James Trowbridge,

Jonathan Sturdevaiit, Ralph Keeler, Jachin Gregory,

John Dunning, Nathaniel Ketchum, John Taylor,

William Parker. The act was passed May 12, 1726.

The town was oi^anized in 1802.

The Prime Ancient Society of Norwalk was dis-

posed to deal generously with the new parish. Feb.

28, 1726, it voted " to the iuhabittints of yo upper

Society the old pulpit upon free gilt ;" and the next

February it voted that the proprietors in Norwalk

grant them ten acres of land, for " the use of yo Pres-

byterian or Congregational Ministry among them for-

ever." Two years later five acres more were given.

The harmony thus early existing botwoon the two

parishes has happily continued to this day.
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THE FIRST TOWN-MEETING.

The town was organized iu 1802, and the first town-

meeting in Wilton was held on the third Monday of

June, 1802, when the following officers were chosen

:

Town Clerk and Treasurer, Samuel Belden, Sr. ; Se-

lectmen, Samuel Comstock, Daniel Gregory, and

Mathew Marvin
;
Constables, Azariah Betts and Levi

Taylor; Listers, David Lambert, Samuel Marvin,

Zenophon Mead
;

Fence-Viewers, Samuel Sturges

and Abram Hurlburt; Sealer of Leather, Elijah

Wescot ; Sealer of Measures, Job Lockwood ; Sealer

of Weights, Thaddeus Starling ; Grand Jurors, Samuel '

Olmstead (3d) and Jonathan Middlebrook
;
Tithing-

men, William Morgan and Zadok Hubble
;
Haywards,

James Nichols and David Tuttle.

SELECTMEN FROM 1S02 TO 1880.

The following is a complete list of selectmen of the '

town from 1802 to 1880 :

|

Samuel Comstock, 1802-3; Daniel Gregory, 1S02-3 ; Mathew Marvin,

1802-3 ; Samuel Olmstead, 1805-0, 1810, 1810
;
Joseph Sturges, 1804

-5 ; Jesse St. John, 1805 ;
Abijah Betts, 1804

;
Stephen Keeler, 1806-7 ;

'

Alvin Hyatt, 180G; David Lambert, 1807-8, lSll-1'2; Levi Taylor,
|

1807; David Belden, 1808-10; Jehial Keeler, 1809; John Chap-

man, 1810-12; Bela St. John, 1811-13, Asahel Eaymond, 1813;

Moses Gregory, 1813 ; Samuel Sturges, 1814-10, 1828 ; David Church,
j

1814; Nathan Davenport, 1814; Thaddeus Mead, 1815; Daniel

Ohnrcli, Jr., 1815-19; Daniel Church, Sr., 181C-18, 1821-22
;
Jemmy

James, 1810-18, 1823, 182.5-27; William Selleck, 1816-17, 1820; Joua-
I

than Jliddlebrook, 1816-18; Eliphalet Taylor, 1816-18; Erastus

Sturges, 1817-27, 1830-31, 18.i3-35, 1837-40 ; Tluaddeus Gilbert, 1817
;

Wm. Belden, 1S18 ; Jesse Smith, 1818; \Vm. Dudley, 1819; Belden

Scott, 1820-30 ; Isaiah Keeler (2d), 1824-20, 1828-31 ; 1840-41 ; James

F. Chapman, 182!) ; Thaddeus Hoyt, 1830-31 ; Andrew Betts, 1831-32;

Geo. Mead, 1832-33 ; Samuel P. Eandall, 1832-34, 1837-38, 1843-54;

Chas Marvin, 1835; Samuel Davenport, 1834, 1837-38; Noah Olm-

stead, 1835; Lewis St. John, 1836; Isaac M. Sturges, 1836; Piatt

Kaymond, 1836; Geo. Middlebrook, 1839; Jehial Grummon, 1840^1,

1849; Chas. M.arvin, 1841-44; William Scott, 1842; Mathew Whit-

lock, 1842 ; Silas Gregory, 1847-54, 1856-58 ; Aaion B. Sturges, 1843;

Maltby Jelliff, 1843-45; Sherman Cole, 1844^6, 1849; Wm. H.
Hickok, 1S46-48; Wm. N. Hauford, 1851 ; Aaron B. Sturges, 1853;

James Sturges, 1854-58 ; L. C. Seymour, 1855-57 ; L. S. Keeler, 1855-

62,1865; Hiram Grummon, 1855; William Nichols, 1861-63, 1866-

68, 1871; Lockwood K. Ferris, 18G0-62, 1864; Samuel B. Middle-

brook, 1863-69; Nathan M. Belden, 1864-65, 1867-78; Wm. Knapp,

1866; Benj. F. Brown, 1868; Isaac N, Benedict, 1869 ; John Jackson,

1869; Sherman Morehouse, 1870, 1872-74, 1878-79
; Egbert Smith,

1870-73; David M. Van Hoosar, 1872-73; Legrand W. Keeler, 1871;

John Jackson, 1871 ; Chas. Cannon, 1874; Gould D. Jelliff, 1874;

Joseph 0. Dikerman, 187.5-76; Henry E. Chichester, 1875-77 ; James
M. Haines, 1875-76 ; Nathan M. Belden, 1877-78

; Samuel G. Lock-

wood, 1877; John B. Sturges, 1878-79; Frederick D. Benedict,

1879.

The present town officers (1880) are as follows:

Selectmen, Sherman Morehouse, John B. Sturges,

Frederick B. Benedict; Town Clerk, Wm. D. Greg-

ory
;
Eegister of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, James

H. Taylor
;
Treasurer, Elbert Olmstead

; Registers of

Voters, Samuel B. Fancher, Daniel G. Betts
;
Assessors,

Wm. D. Gregory, Eliphalet Morehouse, Legrand W.
Keeler, Mervin D. Keeler, Lewis H. Eandall ; Board
of Relief, David M. Van Hoosar, Gould D. Jelliff,

Lockwood K. Ferris ; Constables and Collectors, Heze-
kiah B. Osvorn; Constables, Daniel G. Betts, Wm.
Olmstead, Geo. B. Morehouse ; Grand Jurors, Rufus

Adams, Chas. Olmstead, Chas. E. Morris, Gould D.

Jelliff; School Visitors, Harvey Bedient, J. Belden

Hurlbutt, Daniel G. Betts, James T. Hubbell, Wm.
Sturges, Sereno E. Ogden ; Sealer of Weights and
Measures, Hawley H. Starling

;
Keykeepers, John

R. Comstock, Wm. M. Hoyt, Samuel Ruscoe, Samuel

Marvin.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM 1802 TO 1880.

1802-3, Matthew Marvin, Samuel Comstock
; 1804, Samuel Olmstead

;

1805-6, Samuel Comstock, Samuel Olmstead
;
1807-8, Samuel Com-

stock, David Belden
; 1809, Samuel Comstock, David Belding; 1810,

David Belden, David Beecher
;
1811, Matthew Marvin

; 1812, Samuel

Olmstead, David Belden
;
1813, Matthew Marvin, David Belden

; 1814,

Matthew Marvin, David Belden
; 1815, Ezekiel Sturges, Matthew

Marvin
;
1810, Daniel Church, Jr., Matthew Marvin

; 1817, Daniel

Church, Jr.; 1818, Erastns Sturges, Eliphalet Taylor; 1819, Erastus

Sturges; 1820-21, Bela St. John; 1 822-24, Erastns Sturges
;
1825-26,

Hawley Olmstead; 1827, Erastus Sturges; 1828-29, Hawley Olm-

stead
;
1830-32, Erastus Sturges

; 1833, George Mead
; 1834, Erastus

Sturges; 1835, James F. Chapman; 1836, Charles Marvin; 1837,

I.saac M. Sturges (2d); 1838, Charles Marvin; 1839, Abijah Betts;

1840-42, James F. Chapman; 1843, Giles Gregory; 1844, Charles

Jones ; 1845, Samuel Scott
;
1846, William Dudley

;
1847, Samuel P.

Handle; 1848, Charles Marvin; 1849, Joseph B. Scribner ; -1850,

Sherman Cole; 1851, Giles Gregory; 1852-53, Abijah Betts; 1854,

William H. Taylor; 1855, Theodore L. Sturges; 1856, Abijah Betts;

1857, Wilham D. Gregory; 1858, Ebenezer G. Betts; 1859, Albert

Seymour; 1860, Abijah Betts; 1861, Hiram St. Jolm; 1862, George

S. Nichols
; 1863, Samuel B. Belden

;
1SG4-65, AVilliam D. Gregory

;

1866, William Nichols; 1867-68, William D. Gregory ; 1869, Hiram

St. .John; 1870-71, Sheiman M<ireliouse
;

1872, Samuel M. Com-

stock; 1873-74, Sherman Morehouse
;
1875, Daniel Davenport; 1876,

Elbert Olmstead; 1877, Isaac M. Sturges; 1878-80, NathaqM. Belden.

MILITARY RECORD.

FIRST BEGIMENT.

Company E.

Nichols, Andrew B., enl. April 19, 1861 ; disch. July 31, 18C1.

THIRD REGIMENT.

Compiinij D.

Abbott, Sturgess, enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

Bedient, Lewis, mrsician; enl. May 14, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861. •

Finch, Samuel, enl. May 11, 1861 ; disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

FIRST REGIMENT CAVALRY.

Company B.

Taylor, David B., enl. July .30, 1862; captured Oct. 17, 1804.

Company B.

Coley, James, sergeant ; enl. Nov. 2, 1801 ;
pro. to first lieutenant ; disch.

May 27, 1864.

Long, Francis 0., corporal ; enl. Nov. 2, 1801; disch. Nov. 28, 1862.

Durant, Thomas J., corporal; enl. Nov. 2, 1861; re-enl. Dec. 17, 1863;

nnist. out Aug. 2, 1865.

Knapp, John F., enl. Nov. 14, 1861 ; disch. Nov. 16, 1864.

Company F.

Morrel, Victor, enl. Jan. 23, 1864.

Mulber, Louis, enl. Jan. 23, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1805.

Company G.

Griswold, Arthur W., enl. Aug. 15, 1864; disch. May 27, 1865.

Company H,

Brown, Charles H., enl. Nov. 20, 1663 ; died Aug. IS, 1864.

Gray, Samuel N., enl. Nov. 30, 1803; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Hodges, George, enl. Dec. 9, 1863 ; died Aug. 24, 1864.

Long, James B., enl. Dec. 9, 1863 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Company K.

Morlock, Frederick, enl. Dec. 26, 1803; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Seeger, Dwight B., enl. Feb. 22, 1865 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.
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Grier, Heniy, enl. Dec. 2G, 1803; not taken up on rolls.

Kelley, John, enl. Dec. 20, 1862; not taken up on rolls.

O'Neil, James AV., enl. Jan. 5, 18G4 ; not taken up on rolls.

SECOND LIGHT BATTERY.

James, Thomas, enl. Feb. 20, 1804; must, out Aug. 9, 18G5.

Monroe, Charles, enl. Feb. 23, 18G4 ; not taken up on rolls.

FIRST REGIMENT ARTILLERY.

Company F.

Hoyt, Wilson L., enl. June 5, 18C4 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1805.

Company G.

Benedict, Daniel, enl. Dec. 7, 1803 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1805.

Davis, Albert, enl. Dec. 7, 1803 ; died Nov. 30, 1804.

Company H.

Bedient, Thomas, enl. Dec. 30, 1863 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

Company 7.

Gray, Charles, enl. Dec. 22, 1864.

SECOND REGIMENT ARTILLERY.

Company Z).

Hunford, Morris B., enl. March 31, 1804 ; must, out Aug. 18, 1805.

Company H.

Jones, Ira, enl. Jan. 5, 1804; must, out Aug. 18, 1805.

Company K.

Knapp, George K., enl. Jan. 5, 1804; must, out Aug. 18, 1805.

Russell, Charles H., enl. Jan. 5, 1804; missing .Tune 1, 1864.

Smith, John, enl. Jan. 5, 1864; must, out July 3, 1805.

Company L.

Barnes, John, enl. Dec. 31, 1804; must, out Aug. 18, 1865.

Howard, John, enl. Dec. 29, 1804.

Rice, Thomas, enl. Dec. 29, 1864.

FIFTH REGIMENT INFANTRY'.

Company E.

Jones, Elijah B., enl. July 22, 1801 ; killed Aug. 9, 1802.

Company G.

Partritt, Sylvester, enl. Feb. 20, 1864 ; killed July 20, 1864.

Supple, Henry, enl. Feb. 20, 1804 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Company K.

Mills, Seth F., enl. Feb. 17, 1802 ; killed Aug. 9, 1862.

SIXTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company A.

Avery, Hanford, enl. Feb. 25, 1804 ; disch. for disability, March 21, li

Company E.

Parker, Charles, enl. Aug. 21, 1803.

SEVENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company A.

Megann, John, enl. Oct. 29, 1803
;
missing in action May 10, 1804.

Company D.

Chase, Edward V., enl. Feb. 22, 1864; must, out July 20, 1805.

Kowan, Robert, enl. Nov. 13, 1803 ; must, out July 20, 1865.

Matteucci, Dominico, enl. Oct. 26, 180! ;
captured May 10, 1864.

Murphy, Henry, enl. Oct. 30, 1803
;
captured Feb. 20, 1804.

Perra, Antonio, enl. Oct. 28, 1803 ; died Oct. 28, 1804.

Riley, John, enl. Nov. 28, 1803.

Company F.

Claolet, Francois, enl. Nov. 5, 1803.

Vanne, Albert, eul. Oct. 29, 1863.

Company G.

AVilson, Charles, enl. Oct. 30, 1803; trans, to U.S.N. April 27, 1864.

Company II.

Kercrossick, Anthony, enl. Oct. 30, 1863; must, out July 20, 1S04.

Schlagcter, Cornelius, enl. Nov. 4, 1803; wounded aiul captured Feb.
1804.

Watcrmire, Frederick, enl. Nov. 3, 1803; died June 9, 1S04.

Company I.

Williams, Alfred, cnl. Oct. 29, 18C3.

Company K.

Koci)pcnliofcr, George, cnl. Oct. 29, 1803; must, out July 20, IWVJ.

EIGHTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company A.

Gorman, Henry, enl, Aug. 1.5, 1804; must, out Dec. 12, 180.5.

Company D.

Martin, .lohn, enl. Feb. 23, 18(H; died Syit. 8, 1804.

Wright, George, enl. Feb. 23, WA; must, out Dec. 12, 18C.).

Company II.

Hodges, Stephen, corporal; enl. Sept. 23, 1801; re-enl. Dec. 24, 18C3;

must, out Dec. 12, 1805.

Bislioji, Jacob, corporal ; enl. Sept. 23, 1801; re-enl. Jan. .5,1804; ducb.

for promotion, Nov. 4, 1804.

Fredericks, Jacob, corjjoral ; enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; disch. for digability,

March 12, 1803.

Bennett, George H., enl. Sept. 30, 1861 ; killed May 7, 18C4.

Dudley, William G., enl. Sept. 23, 1801; re-enl. Dec. 22, 1863 ; must, out

Dec. 12, 1865.

Hanford, .Tohn M., enl. Sept. 23, 1801 ; died M,-»y 1, 1862.

Seymour, Francis, enl. Oct. 7,1801 ; disch. May 5, 180.').

Sherman, Reuben A., enl, Sept. 23, 1801.

Smith, Henry, enl. Sept, 25, 1801 ; killed July 10, 1804.

Smith, John, enl. Jan. 5, 1864 ; died Dec. 2, 1SG4.

NINTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Higgins, George, enl. Feb. 17, 18G4; forwarded with 9th Conn. Vol., Feb.

20, 1804; unassigned.

Nelson, George, enl. Feb. 17, 1804; forwarded with 9th Conn. Vol., Feb.

20, 1804
;
unassigned.

TENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company G.

Hanford, Edmond, enl. Oct. 2, 1861 ; re-enl. Feb. 0, 1804 : must, out Aug.

25, 1805.

Company I.

Pugsley, Floyd T., enl. Jan. 5, 1864; must, out Aug. 25, 1805.

TWELFTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company B.

Britton, Thomas, enl. March 20, 1864.

Davis, Madison, enl. April 7, 1804 ; nmst. out Aug. 12, 1805.

Comimny E.

Dikeman, Walter, enl. Nov. 19, 1801 ; disch. for disability Nov. C, 18G3.

Giddis, Jno. A., enl. Jan. 8, 1862 ; died March 22, lSG.'i.

Slauson, George, enl. Jan. 15, 1862 ; disch. for disability March 20, 1802.

Company I.

Turner, William, enl. March 20, 1804.

THIRTEENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Compaut/ II.

Roscoe, Hiram, musician; cnl. Feb. IS, 1802; died June 20, 1SG3.

Gardner, .lames, cnl. Jan. 7, 1SG2; re enl. Feb. S, lSl'4 ; must, out .\pril

2(i, 1806.

Hanford, William H,, eul. Dec. 22, 1861 ; trans, to 2d La. Vols.. Aug. 28,

1802.

Sherman, Reuben A., cnl. Dec. 30, 1861 ; disch. for disaVality, Aug. 20,

1802.

Company II.

Scribner, William F., enl. Fob. 1, 1S62 ;'diod Feb. 23, 1802.

FOURTEENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company A.

Campbell, Leverett, enl. July 10, 1,<02.

Hanford, Morris B., enl. March 31, 1864; tnius. to 2.1 C>>uu. Vol. H. .Kxv.

May 31, 1S05.

FIFTEENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company .4.

Brelsford, .lohu, enl. Sept. 1, 1804 ; trans, to 7th Conn, Vol. ; must, out

July 20, 1S6,">.
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SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Comjpavy A

.

Gray, William H., corporal ; cnl. July 28, 18C2; must, out .luly 10, 1865.

Allen, Albert N., enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; died July 2.), 1864.

Buttery, George N., eiil. Aug. 4, 18G2; must, out July 19, ^80^.

Davis, Jno. L., enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; disch. for disability, March 9, 1863.

De Forrest, Samuel C, enl. Aug. 8, 1862 ; must, out July 14, 1865.

Gray, George B., enl. July 28, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 18C5.

Hyatt, Gregory, enl. July 30, 1S62 ; disch. for disability, July 18, 1863.

Hagar, Abijah, enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Hoyt, Warren, enl. Aug. 9, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Lockwood, John S., enl. Aug. 8, 1862; must, out July 19, 18C5.

Paynton, William W., enl. Aug. 11, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Pelham, Augustus, enl. July 28, 1862; disch. for disability, Dec. 8, 1862.

Seymour, Richard G., eul. Aug. 6, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Whitney, David B., enl. Aug. 9, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Company A.

Britts, Lafayette F., enl. Dec. 28, 1863 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Buttery, Edgar, enl. Jan. 20, 1864 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Compavy B,

Lobdell, Eli, corporal ; enl. Aug. 2, 1862 ; died.

Mills, Orriu E., enl. Aug. 31, 1864; must, out July 19, 1865.

Compavy F.

Britts, Sylvester, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 ; died July 4, 1864.

Brown, John R., enl. Aug. 18, 18C2 ; disch. for disability, Nov. 25, 1862.

Bishop, John W., enl. April 13, 1862; never must, in U. S. service.

Brown, James, eul. Aug. 15, 1862.

Bates, Bradley, enl. Aug. 13, 1862; died Oct. 5, 1864.

Hoyt, James E., enl. Aug. 26, 1862 ; trans, to Yet. Res. Corps, May 8, 1864.

Knapp, Charles H., enl. Aug. 13, 1862.

Morgan, Charles F., enl. Aug. 9, 1862; disch. for disability, Oct. 5, 1803.

Morgan, Wilber B., enl. Aug. 12, 1862 ; died July 9, 1863.

Peck, Charles, enl. Aug. 12, 1862; must, out July 19, 1865.

Riggs, Charles M., enl. Aug. 13, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

Rockwell, Darius B., enl. Aug. 11, 1802; must, out July 19, 1865.

Whitney, Charles, enl. Aug. 12, 1802; disch. for disability, Jan. 15, 186.3.

Walton, George, eul. Aug. 15, 1802; must, out June 20, 18C5.

Whitney, Noble L., enl. Aug. 12, 1862; must, out June 19, 1805.

Keyser, Milton S., enl. Jan. 19, 1864; must, out July 19, 1865.

Compavy H.

Albin, Henry, enl. Aug. 13, 1802 ; must, out June 8, 1865.

Byington, Aaron, enl. July 23, 1862; disch. for disability, Oct 12, 1863.

Barr, Ira T., enl. Aug. 13, 1862 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 16, 1862.

Bouton, Alonzo G., enl. Aug. 20, 1862; rejected, under age.

Roscoe, George, enl. July 23, 1862 ; must, out July 19, 1805.

Jones, David B., enl. Sept. 20, 1864; must, out June 10, 1865.

Company 7.

Herkentiue, John, enl. Jan. 5, 1865; must, out July 19, 1805.

Johnson, George, enl. Jan. 5, 1865 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

TWENTIETH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company D.

O'Biien, Wm., enl. Aug. 25, 1864.

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company E.

Godfrey, George M.. captain ; com. Aug. 28, 1862 ; died April 3, 1863.

St. John, Hiram, fli-st lieutenant; com. Aug. 28, 1862; res. March 20,

1863.

Main, John N., second lieutenant; com. Aug. 28, 1862; disch. Aug. 31,

1803.

Scribner, Aaron, sergeant; enl. Aug. 30, 1862; died June 12, 1803.

Gilbert, William D., sergeant; enl. Aug. 28. 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Davis, Aaron H., sergeant; enl. Aug. 28, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Muller, Jeremiah R., corporal ; enl. Aug. 28, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Sturges, Albert D., corporal; enl. Aug. 28, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Lockwood, Joseph R., corporal; enl. Aug. 28, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Osborn, Hezekiah B., corporal ; enl. Aug. 28, 1862
;

disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Betts, Elijah, corporal ; enl. Aug. 30, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Main, Samuel A., musician ; enl. Aug. 28, 1862 ; diseh. Aug. 31, 1863.

Allington, Wm., enl. Aug. 26, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Brolhwell, Willium E., enl. Aug. 29,1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Brown, Daniel C. H., enl. Sept. 8, 1802 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Cobleigh, Hiram, enl. Aug, 29, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Comstock, Moses, enl. Aug. 29, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Dann, George L., enl. Aug. 2S, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Gilbert, Enoch H., enl. Aug. 26, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Godfrey, John X., enl. Aug. 29, 1862
; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Jennings, George, enl. Sept. 15, 1802; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Jones, Lorenzo, enl. Aug. 29, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Lobdell, James, enl. Aug. 28, 1862 ; disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Olmstoad, Charles, enl. Aug. 30, 1862; disch. Aug. 31, 1803.

Raymond, Henry A., enl. Aug. 30, 1802 ;
disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Winkler, Augustus, enl. Sept. 15, 1802; disch. Aug, 31, 18f3.

Company I.

Hanford, Morris B., enl. Sept. 2, 1862; disch. Aug. 9, 1863.

TWENTY-FIFTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Company I.

Abbott, Daniel S., enl. Oct. 29, 1862 ; disch. April 25, 1803.

TWENTY-NINTH REGIMENT INFANTRY (COLORED).

Company D.

Robinson, George W., eul. Jan. 5, 1864 ; must, out Oct. 24, 1865.

Compavy G.

Dullivan, Henry, enl. Dec. 28, 1803 ; died May 2.5, 1864.

Dullivan, Samuel, enl. Dec. 28, 1803
;
died'July 14, 1864.

THIRTIETH REGIMENT INFANTRY (COLORED).

Company A.

Roberts, Sherman, enl. Nov. 14, 1864 ; died.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

STUKGES BENNETT.

Sturges Bennett, son of Elias Bennett, Jr., de-

scended from an old pioneer family of New England.

He was born in 1805 and died May 30, 1880, at the

ripe age of seventy-five. His grandfather was a sol-

dier in the Revolution and took part in the battle

at Ridgefield, in which Gen. Wooster was killed.

He died at the age of ninety-six. His father, Elias

Bennett, Jr., is remembered by the oldest inhabitants,

as in the capacity of post-rider he for many years

delivered the Bridgeport Standard and Farmer and

the Norwalk Gazette through various towns.

In the spring of 1830, Sturges Bennett married for

his first wife Charlotte, daughter of Benjamin Gil-

bert, by whom he had four children, three of whom
preceded their mother to another world. Soon after

this marriage he became associated with his father in

business, and they built the red shop which stood on

the site now occupied by the fine buildings now used

as a store by his son Eli. From this small beginning-

sprang the extensive manufacturing business which

has since been conducted with such success.

In 1848, Mr. Bennett was united in marriage to his

second wife, who through all the succeeding years of

his life was a cheerful, faithful, and affectionate com-

panion, always making his pleasure and comfort her

first consideration.
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LEWIS AND ELBERT OLMSTEAD.

Lewis Olmstead is of English-Scotch descent, of

early settlers of New England, and was born Feb. 25,

1795. His grandfather Samuel Olmstead lies buried

near Comstock's store, in North Wilton. His father,

also named Samuel, is buried in Hillside Cemetery.

Lewis was the eldest son of Samuel and Mercy Olm-

stead. He learned the trade of shoemaking in all its

branches, but the loss of his hand, by an accident,

compelled him to give up this business, and to support

a large and growing family he was obliged to resort

to other work. He began storekeeping in his native

village; at the same time he commenced in a small

way the manufacture of shirts. This was in 1834.

He began making them for Mr. McGrath, a New
York firm. His first invoice from him was two dozen

shirts. These, owing to Mr. Olmstead's inexperience,

were not made to the satisfaction of that gentleman, and

he hesitated about giving him more ; but the earnest-

ness of Mr. Olmstead's manner gave assurance that

the work would be done as well as he could do, which,

with a little more experience, would be well enough.

Mr. Olmstead received more work, which on its re-

turn was pronounced well done, and from that time

forth no difficulty was experienced in getting all the

Avork desired. The business had not been reduced

to the system by which it is now conducted, neither

was the work prepared as it is now. The kind manu-
factured were j^rincipally of common calico, with

puff bosoms, and were difficult to make, the seam-

stresses throughout the country working by hand (this

was before the sewing-machine came into general use,

—indeed, we believe, before its invention). This diffi-

culty Mr. Olmstead overcame, and from a small

beginning his business assumed almost colossal pro-

portions, and for many years he enjoyed the reputation

of being the largest manufacturer of shirts in his sec-

tion.

Lewis Olmstead was married, Feb. 24, 1818, to Miss

Sally, second daughter of Elied and Isabel De Forest,

of New Canaan, Conn. Seven children were born to

them,—Melissa, Maria, Hiram, Samuel L., William
De F., Mary, and William H. Melissa was married,

Oct. 15, 1845, to Elbert Olmstead. Their children

have been Frank L., Herman (deceased), and Wil-

liam E.

Elbert Olmstead had been in the business in the

employ of his father-in-law, and on the death of the

latter bought into the concern in connection with his

brother-in-law, William H. Olmstead. After a part-

nership of a few years, Elbert bought the entire

business, which he has since successfully conducted.

JOHN BURR STURGES.

John Burr Sturges, son of Samuel Burr and Eliza-

beth Marvin Sturges, Avas born in the city of New
York, July 5, 1838. His grandfather, Samuel Sturges,

was a native of Fairfield Co., Conn.

His father, Samuel Burr Sturges, was born in Wil-

ton, Feb. 21, 1807, and died there Nov. 11, 1872. He
followed the basincss of merchant and farmer com-

bined ; he was a prominent man in the Episcopal

Church in that place, and one of its wardens for

many years. Early in life he was married to Eliza-

beth, eldest daughter of Samuel and Lucretia JIarvin,

of Westport. Their children were Frederick Den-

nis, and John Burr. The former, a graduate of New
York Medical College, is at this writing (1880j sur-

geon in the Pacific Mail Steamship service.

John B. Sturges was educated in New York City,

and at Trinity College, Hartford. He follows from

choice the vocation of farming. He has often been

called to official position by the citizens of his town,

and at present is one of its selectmen. He lives on

what has been the Sturges homestead for nearly a

century.

At the age of tliirty-two he was married to Helen

Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Sherman P. and Sarah

M. (Jones) Fitch, of Wilton. At this writing their

children are Florence M., Samuel B., Mabel F., and

Frederick S.

SAMUEL KEELER.

Samuel Keeler bears the patronymic of liis an-

cestors through many generations. His grandfather,

Samuel Keeler, was one of the original settlers of

Norwalk. His great-great-grandfather, Samuel Kee-

ler, settled in what is now Wilton among the first

settlers, and built the house the frame of which is

still standing and is occupied by Mr. I. N. Benedict.

The property oi:^ which Legrand W. Keeler, father

of the subject of this sketch lives, has been owned by

the family since its settlement.

The great-grandfather of Samuel, also named
Samuel, was an active patriot during the Revolution,

and was despoiled by the British under Tryon. His

brother, Isaiah Keeler, was a soldier in the American

army.

His grandfather, Isaiah Wheeler, was an extensive

farmer and prominent in his town, often holding posi-

tions of public trust. He was married early in life

to Lucy, daughter of Capt. John Watrous, of Bidge-

field. Their children were Fannie ^I., Legrand W.,

Emily A. (deceased), and Martha (deceased).

Legrand W. Keeler was born Oct. 19, 1815. He
married, Sept. 17, 1844, Catharine, youngest daughter

of Hoi'atio ahd Betliia Lockwood. Of this union

there have been born Samuel, Edward L., Wellington

II., Catharine L., and William L.

Samuel Keeler, subject of this memoir is (ISSO) in

his thirty-fifth year, and was born in Wilton, Fair-

field Co., Conn. He early evinced a disposition to

acquire knowledge, for the attainment of which his

father gave liim every opportunity. He was fitted

for college at the preparatory school of Professor

Olmstead, of Wilton, and entered Yale College in

the class of 'G7. After bis graduation he studied
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law with Hon. Levi Warner, of Norwalk, and was

admitted to the bar of Fairfield County, afterwards

to the New York bar. He is now practicing his pro-

fession in New York City.

WILLIAM HENRY TAYLOR.

William Henry Taylor, the youngest son of Levi

and Esther (Belden) Taylor, was born at Wilton,

Conn., Jan. 5, 1810. His education was commenced
in the district schools, and his studies were completed

at the academy of Mr. Olmstead, in Wilton.

Wliile but a youth he became a member of the

Coast-Guard, organized in the latter part of the Rev-

olutionary struggle to defend the shores of Long
Island Sound against the attacks of ex-Governor Tryon

and Benedict Arnold, for which service, in the later

years of his life (after sustaining heavy losses of prop-

erty), he drew a pension from the United States gov-

ernment.

When quite a young man he was appointed to the

office of county surveyor, succeeding his father in

that position. He afterwards established and main-

tained for several years a boarding- and day-school in

the town of Wilton ; his health failing by reason of

close confinement and application to his duties, he

was compelled to give up this enterprise and retire

to his farm residence, where he spent most of his

time. He at different times taught the district schools

in or near his native town, and was always highly es-

teemed as an instructor by those with whom he was

associated.

In February, 1842, Mr. Taylor experienced religion

during services then being held at the Protestant

Methodist church at Georgetown, Fairfield Co., Conn.,

and sliortly afterwards united with the Methodist

Eijiscopal Church, of which he remained a consist-

ent and useful member until the time of his death.

He was one of the founders of the Zion's Hill Meth-

odist Episcopal Church, at Wilton, Conn., which was

dedicated in November, 1844. For many years he

occupied an official relation in this church, being

trustee, steward, and superintendent to the Sabbath-

school. The latter office he was, however, compelled

to resign on account of failing health a few years be-

fore his death.

During a portion of his lifetime he filled the office

of justice of the peace, and was at different times se-

lectman of his town. In the year 1854 he represented

the town of Wilton in the Connecticut Legislature,

but declined to serve a second term on account of

his business interests, which required his entire atten-

tion.

In 1861, feeling a deep interest in the war of the

Rebellion and the emancipation of the slaves, he was

not satisfied until he had taken a trip to Washington

and Virginia and visited the camps of our soldiers.

Mr. Taylor never married, but leaves one brother,

one sister, and a number of nephews and nieces to

honor his memory. He died at Wilton, Conn., May
13, 1863. ,

CHAPTER LXXXVIIL
BETHEL.*

Descriptive—Early Days—" Milliing-Yard"—Manufactures— Miscella-

neous.

The first settlers of our village must have had, at

the best, only a faint idea of a future town of several

hundred residences, a score and more of stores and

markets, and nearly or quite as many manufacturing

establishments.

The assemblage of dwellings, stores, factories, and

shops constituting the village of Bethel is neither

upon a hill nor in a valley, nor yet is it on a plain.

Still there are hills and valleys, and upon the sides

and summits of the hills, and in the lower grounds,

the dwellings, the stores, and the factories are located.

The grassy plain upon our western border, and now
included in the borough of Bethel, is the only level

ground of any considerable extent within the limits

of the town. It certainly appears to be the only feas-

ible situation in or upon which to locate a town site,

and even this is of comparatively moderate extent.

It is only a few years—certainly within the memory
of many citizens now living—that this district seemed

of small account, but within the last thirty-five years

it has made wonderful strides towards metropolitan

dignity. It has a number of fine residences, as good

as the best in town. In Grassy Plain, also, you may
find the best constructed, if not the largest, hat-factory

in Bethel. It is a large structure, built of brick, and

its business is conducted by the well-known firm of

0. Benedict & Co. In good times, when hats are in

lively demand and all hands—numbering one hun-

dred or more—are at work, it can turn out from one

hundred and twenty-five dozen to one hundred and

fifty dozen hats per day.

This particular portion of the town will demand
further notice as we progress in our observations

about Bethel, ancient and modern.

As Bethel was a portion of Danbury at the date of

the settlement of this part of the country, it follows

naturally that a great deal of the early history of the

younger place will be found in the records of the older

one. Our town records were kept in Danbury, we
voted at Danbury at Presidential elections, at State

elections, and at town-meetings for many, many years.

But as the first settlers came from Norwalk, they were

obliged to pass through the territory now belonging

to Bethel in order to reach their new homes, on streets

now called South and Main Streets in the borough

of Danbury. And these first settlers—the pioneers

—had no smooth highway through Redding. Their

* Contributed by George Benedict, M.D.
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first path was through the woods on the west side of the

pond, and between that and tlie mountain. Tlie pond

jio\y called "Sympang" (a good old Indian name it

is) was, until the last quarter of a century, or per-

chance thirty-five years at most, known as " Milking-

Yard Pond." The high hill on the west was always

in the past called " Milking-Yard Mountain," and the

broken, hillocky land (perhaps one hundred acres)

lying between pond and mountain was and still is

known by the name of " Milking-Yard Farm." The
name came naturally enough. More than fifty yeai's

ago, in the tender years of infancy and childhood, did

the writer hear from the old Eevolutionary grand-

sire about the trouble the early settlers had with their

cattle, particularly the cows, for before these pioneers

had time to fence their grants, purchases, or farms, said

cows would leave their " pastures fresh" in the up-

country and return to the familiar scenes where now
stands Norwalk. To prevent the exodus of the beasts

a fence was built across the milking-yard farm, so-

called, from the south end of the pond to the moun-
tain on the west, the distance not being more than

thirty rods. Here the progress of the cows towards

their old home by the shore was stayed ; and from

homes on what is now Danbury's Main Street lads

and lasses, grave fathers and sedate mothers rode on

horseback a distance of three miles to milk the cows,

for there Avere no wagons hereabout in those early

days. We can hardly imagine the fun there must

have been. Each horse, furnished with saddle and
pillion for the occasion, would carry from two to four

gay passengers. The cows having been milked, were

left to their own " sweet will," while man and maiden

returned with brimming pails of the healthful fluid.

And thus it continued until the settlers could com})lete

their houses and fence their fields.

Why should not this territory be known as " Milk-

ing-Yard" for all generations to come? In passing,

it may be remarked that the country on the east side

of the pond has been known as Sympang from time

immemorial,—the genuine Indian name.

The " Milking-Yard Farm " has been in possession

of one branch of the Benedict family for three genera-

tions most surely, perhaps for as many more. The
writer should know something of it, having paid taxes

on the land to the treasurers of both Danbury and
Bethel.

After the lapse of years a more feasible route was
found and opened between the new colony and the

old home of its founders. The present highway, so

far as can be learned at this date, corresponds very

nearly with the one surveyed and laid out more than

one hundred years ago. The present road is through

the " Turkey Plain" neighborhood,—a suggestive

name indeed, for in the early history of the neighbor-

hood there was an abundance of wild turkeys, and
the name was given to this locality from this cir-

cumstance. "Turkey Plain" lies on the east side of
" Milking-Yard Pond."

There w(!re panthers also in the early years of this

country. There is a rock on the mountain still

known to some of us as "Painter Rock" (being an

abbreviation for I'anther Rock), where one of the

ancestors of the writer, after a desperate fight, killed

the furious animal. It is possible that from this

same rock on the mountain the only view of the salt

water of Long Island Sound can be obtained within

the limits of this town ; but on a clear day in fall or

winter, when the trees are bereft of foliage, one can

with naked eye look upon the glancing waters of that

portion of the mighty ocean.

"Silver Spring" lies a little north and west from

the pond. The water is very clear. Its form is

nearly circular, with a diameter of fifty feet or more,

and was in days long gone by famous for the large

speckled trout taken from its limpid waters. It gives

rise to a considerable stream which, uniting with

the one from " Milking-Yard Pond," flows through

Grassy Plain, and the two contribute to the volume

of the Still River. With the exception of the

extreme southern portion of the territory of the town,

the water-shed inclines to the north, and the streams

are thus discharged into the Housatonic River near

New Milford, in Litchfield County, and thence into

the salt water between the villages of Stratford and

Milford.

As with nearly all colonists, the first care of our

ancestors was to gain a livelihood, and as that must

under the circumstances come from the soil, it follows

that farming was the employment of the newcomers.

And yet every house was a factoiy on a small scale.

Wool was carded by hand, and matron and maiden

made music with a spinning-wheel instead of a piano

or organ. The cloth was woven at home and manu-
factured into garments in the house, and worn by

father and mother and the children. The farmers

raised and dressed their own flax also, and this con-

tinued to be the custom in some fomilies until within

about fifty years. We could find linen sheets and

pillow-cases of home nuinufacture even now without

leaving the house where we write. IMany of the liv-

ing remember the broad old fireplace, with its cheer-

ful blaze, before the advent of stoves. For a number
of years after stoves came into use the old grand-

fathers would have nothing to do with them. For-

tunately wood was much more abundant then than at

the present time.

Through tlie war of the Revolution, Bethel was

loyal to the American cause. There were but few

loyalists in the society, and five of its citizens joined

the American army. On Saturday, April 1777,

the British army under Gon. Tryon marched through

the place on it.s way to burn the niilitarv store--* in

Danbury. One of the few Tories who lived here

secreted a deserter from the American army, Thomp-
son by name. Thompson was hung soon after in

Newtown.

In the summer and fall of 1773 a malignant form
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of dysentery prevailed in this place. It was known
as the " camp distemper," from a supposition that it

might have originated in and spread from the quar-

ters of the Revolutionary army. Within three

months there were about fifty deaths in the society,

the greater portion of the suffering being among
children.

Fifty j^ears and more ago the most prominent man-
ufacturing interests in Bethel were comb-making and

hatting, and perhaps the former was even more prom-

inent than the latter. But the comb-makers are

among the things that were. There is nothing done

at the business in the town now. Yet within the

writer's recollection there were a number of firms

and individuals who carried on an extensive business.

In Elmwood District, Mr. Azarael Smith had a large

factory which was surmounted by a cupola containing

a bell. It depended upon a small stream for its power,

but for its time was a large concern. It stood near the

house of James P. Ridge. Mr. Charles Smith also

had a shop in the same district a little east of the one

just mentioned, nearly opposite the house formerly

belonging to the late Joseph Taylor, Esq. The fac-

tory of Mr. A. Smith was destroyed by fire between

forty and fifty years ago.

. In Plumtrees the firm of Charles and Horace
Couch did for many years a large business. The
building now known as Bartow's saw- and cider-

mills was built by the brothers Couch for comb-

making purposes.

Charles Barnum also built a shop near the old fac-

tory, and for a number of years carried on the busi-

ness. This was afterwards owned by Deacon Asahel

Dunning and used as a hat-shop.

There were others, belonging to different members
of the Williams family, in the near vicinity, and others

in the village. Of all kinds of factories and shops

for the manufacture of combs, in 1840, there were

not less than twenty.

The manufacture of hats has not only held its old

footing, but has absorbed almost everything else in

the way of goods to be sent out of town for sale. The
facilities for getting grain from the fertile Western

States has made farming in these sterile New Eng-

land towns a secondary consideration, and young men
who are raised on the farm, as a rule, quit the old

homestead, and either learn a trade or emigrate to the

large cities or to the West. Of course many of these

have helped to swell the company of hatters, so that

now more than a thousand of our population depend

upon employment in this trade for a support. There

are at least fourteen establishments in town devoted

to this work. A few of them are small shops, but

seven or eight of them do a large business. In a

good trade the semi-monthly payments for labor

amount to three thousand dollars, or even four thou-

sand dollars, in each of several of the larger factories.

The earliest reliable account of this business in

Bethel dates back to 1793, when there were four small

shops, in which boys, as apprentices, did most of the

work. Of these, Zar Dibble's shop stood on the

ground now occupied by Ferry's Block, corner of

Centre and Chestnut Streets. Capt. Eli Taylor's was
a little west of his house, the place now occupied by
Eli T. Andrews. Thomas Taylor's shop stood jiist

west of his house, in Grassy Plain. This house, ap-

parently as old as the oldest in town, is the first dwel-

ling near the highway, east of " The Willows" shop,

and near the entrance to W. Kyle's Oakland farm.

The shop of Eli Hickok, the (fourth in this enu-

meration, stood where Mr. E. T. Farnam now lives.

In those days hats were made mostly of lamb's wool,

napped with "back muskrat." Belly muskrat was

considered too fine and short for use in those days.

The hats were heavy, unwieldy head-gear compared

with the specimens of the present time, but they had

the virtue of durability, and one style of those days

would outlast a half-score of such as we are now in

the habit of using.

In the course of years business increased, and shops

were built in the outside districts. There were a num-
ber in Wildcat (now Elmwood) District, and in Plum-

trees and Wolfpits Districts, until they amounted at

one time to more than twenty different places of man-
ufacture. Some of these were small concerns in small

buildings, just sufficient to contain one sizing-kettle

and room for the men to work around it. But of late

years they have become centralized, and, with two ex-

cejitions, the hatting business of the town is carried on

in the Centre and Grassy Plain Districts.

The following is a list of the firms and individuals

now engaged at hat-making : Messrs. Cole & Ambler,

George G. Durant, Judd & Co., Judd & Dunning,

George A. Hickok & Son, H. Hickok & Co., F. Mc-
Kenzie, Judd & Judson, Charles W. Smith,—the

above are in Centre District ; O. Benedict & Co., E. T.

Farnam, Short Brothei's, Grassy Plain ; Reuben Tay-

lor, Elmwood ; Nelson Taylor, Plumtrees.

Connected with the hat-making interest, Mr. Hugh
Reid, of Grassy Plain, has a large factory for making

paper-boxes, and in Centre District Theodore Clarke,

Esq., has another for the same kind of work. There

are also two factories for the manufacture of cases or

large wooden boxes, in which the hats are shipped to

market. New York is the immediate destination for

the products of the factories here, although before the

late war many firms sent their goods to Southern and

Western cities, where some of them had partners and

stores. At one time the work was almost exclusively

upon silk hats, but of late, for twenty years perhaps,

the soft and stiff hats only have been made.

Of stores, there are eleven in the grocery business,

although two of them, E. S. Barnum & Co. and J. J.

Meyer, keep dry goods also. Mr. C. H. Hoyt, in

Ferry's Block, keeps a large stock of dry goods.

There are three markets for the sale of meat and

vegetables, and two that supply fresh fish and vege-

tables. There is one military company of about sixty
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members, Frederick Cole, of Redding, captain. The
company have a fine armory over town-hall.

We have a Masonic lodge, established in 1857, and

numbering about one hundred and sixty members.

There is a lodge of Knights of Pythias, Sons of Tem-
perance, and a Band of Hoj)e for the young.

The Danbury and Norwalk Railroad runs frecjuent

trains through the place, and the Sliepaug Branch

Railroad gives us a connection with the Housatonic

Railroad, and is a continuation from Ilawleyville of

the Shepaug Road between that jjlaee and Litchfield.

Of physicians, we find the name simply of Dr. Peter

Hayes, as far back as 1785, as a member of the Eccle-

siastical Society, but learn nothing more of his history.

During the present century there have been Drs.

Orvis Taylor, Samuel Banks, Ransom Lyon, H. N.

Bennett, and Joseph Clarke, deceased. Dr. E. P.

Bennett, the celebrated surgeon and physician of

Danbury, commenced the practice of his profession

in Bethel, and removed from this jilace to Danbury
forty-two years ago, in 1838. There have been sev-

eral other medical men engaged in practice hei"e for

longer or shorter periods, some of whom are living in

other jilaces. Dr. R. Lyon, whose name has been

mentioned among the deceased, was at the time of his

death, August, 1863, surgeon of the Twenty-eighth

Regiment Connecticut Volunteers. He died and was

buried at Port Hudson, La. Of the present physi-

cians, Drs. C. R. Hart and A. E. Barber are in active

practice, and Dr. George Benedict, on account of ill

health, attends but little to his profession. Drs. Hart

and Benedict served as surgeons in Connecticut regi-

ments during a part of the war of the Rebellion. The
three are graduates of medical colleges of the regular

practice.

One of the great institutions of Bethel is its water

supply. It is conducted through iron mains from the

reservoir near Mountain Pond, more than a mile dis-

tant, and is of excellent quality and abundant in

quantity. It is in general or universal use in the hat-

factories, and in more than one hundred and twenty

dwellings.

It is not right to neglect mention of our boot- and
shoe-stores. MAsrs. A. B. Lockwood and W. Ferry

keep supplies for the multitude on hand, and manu-
facture to order as required. There are also two

news- and stationery-stores, two barber-shops, and
two hotels conducted on temperance principles. In-

deed, the town has always voted " no license," and if

any liquors are sold in the town, it is done on the sly

and in violation of the law.

At time of its being chartered, or made a separate

town, Bethel contained a population of seventeen

hundred and eleven. At the census taken in June of

this year (1880), it was found to be two thousand

seven hundred and twenty-six.

We hav'e too well- organized fire and hose-compa-

nies, and two excellent well-drilled bands of music.

During the war of the Revolution Bethel furnished

five soldiers. During the war of 1812 there were nine

went forth, and during the late war of tlie Rebellion

there were one hundred aii<l tiiirty-three furiiisiied by

this town.

The Hatters' Bank of lietln;] was cliartercd in ]H'>2,

with a capital of one hundred thousand dollars.

Capt. Isaac H. Seeley was its first president, and Mr.

Starr Ferry was the first cashier. It met with several

losses in the early years, and in August, 1858, of all

the contents of its vault. It was finally dosed in

1867. II. H. Baird, Esq., was its last president, and

William A. Judd the cashier.

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

In the month of October, 1759, the first steps were

taken to form an ecclesiastical society in the southern

part of Danbury. A j)etition was sent to the Governor

and comjiany in Assembly at New Haven, and the

report of a committee that had been ajipointed by the

Assembly in the previous May was favorably received.

Certain bounds and limits were set forth in a memorial

of Ebenezer Hickok, Lemuel Beebe, and others, and it

was Resolved, " That they shall be and hereby are made
into a distinct ecclesiastical society, to be known and

called by the name of Bethel, with the same ])owers

and privileges as other ecclesiastical societies do

enjoy."

This, then, is the starting-point of the Congrega-

tional Church in Bethel, dating nearly seventy-five

years after the first settlement of Danbury. Tlic first

meeting subsequent to the above order, and in ac-

cordance with it, was held at the house of Isaac Hoyt,

Esq., Nov. 12, 1859, before Thomas Benedict, justice

of the peace. The territory was thinly settled, and

there were but few houses where the lively village is

now located. Yet even at this first meeting it was

voted to call a candidate to preach in saiil society,

and also " to build a house of worship which should

be forty-eight by thirty-six feet, and twenty-one feet

between joints." The sides of the house were to

be covered with oak shingles riven three feet long.

Capt. Ebenezer Hiekok presented to the society land

for a burying-ground and the site for a meeting-

house.

On the 20th of August, 1760, it was voted "to call

the worthy Mr. Noah Wetmore to the work of the

gospel ministry in and for this society." On the loth

of October following, Mr. Wetmore accepteti the call

and was ordai'ied Nov. 25, 1860.

The Council convened for the ordination of the first

minister, one hundred and twenty years ago, cotisisted

of the following members: Elisha Kent, Ebenezer

White, David Judson, James Beebe, Ezrahiah Wet-
more, Elijah Sill, Nathaniel Bartlett, Robert Ross,

James Taylor, Thomas Brooks, Elnathan Gregory.

Mr. John Ryder, Mr. Richard Fairnian, Deacons El-

nathan Wheeler, Samuel Trowbridge, Joseph Smith,

j

Elizur Hamlin.
i Rev. Mr. White preached the sermon, Mr. Kent
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made the prayer of ordination, Rev. Mr. Judson gave

the pastoral charge, and Mr. Sill presented the right

hand of fellowship.

A form of confession of faith and covenant was

adopted, and, by recommendation of the Rev. Mr.

White, the following jjersons from the First Church

in Danbury " were embodied into a distinct Cliurch

of Christ in full communion:"

John Benedict and his wife, Rachel Benedict;

Ebenezer Hickok and his wife, Esther Hickok;

Philip Judd and his wife, Lydia Judd ; Nathan

Taylor; Solomon Ferry and his wife, Mrs. Ferry;

Tlieophilus Taylor and his wife, Sarah Taylor ; Ben-

jamin Judd and his wife, Sarah Judd ; Nathaniel

Benedict and his wife, Hannah Benedict; Abra-

ham Benedict and his wife, Anah Benedict ; James

Crofut and his wife, Lydia Crofut; Ephraim Bar-

num and his wife, Ruth Barnum; Lemuel Beebe;

John Dibble and his wife, Sarah Dibble ; Ebenezer

Piatt and his wife, Marah Piatt; Benjamin Benedict

and his wife, Abigail Benedict; Benjamin Judd, Jr.;

Simeon Rockwell and his wife, Mrs. Rockwell ; Nathan
Taylor and his wife, Mary Taylor ; Jabez Taylor and

his wife, Hannah Taylor ; Samuel Judd and his wife,

Hannah Judd ; Samuel Hoyt and his wife, Jerusha

Hoyt ; Matthew Taylor ; Ebenezer Munson and his

wife, Mrs. Munson ; John Benedict and his wife,

Lydia Benedict ; Noah Rockwell and his wife, Mary
Rockwell

;
Stephen Trowbridge and his wife, Lydia

Trowbridge ; Isaac Hoyt and his wife, Sarah Hoyt

;

Benjamin Taylor; Phineas Judd and his wife, Deb-

orah Judd
;
Josejjh Ferry and his wife, Rachel Ferry

;

Nathaniel Hoyt and his wife, Ruth Hoyt ; Jonathan

Beebe ; Samuel Benedict and his wife, Mrs. Bene-

dict
;
Eliphalet Peck and his wife, Rebecca Peck

;

Jesse Peck
;
Joseph Beebe and his wife, Mrs. Beebe

;

Widow Sarah Benedict, Sarah Judd, Mrs. Hannah
Seeley, Sarah Bush, Mrs. Lydia Bailey. Total, sev-

enty-one members.

During Mr. Wetmore's ministry in Bethel there

was difficulty in the parent church in Danbury, which

caused some disaffection in the new society. It was

caused by the introduction of the Sandemanian doc-

trines, so called from Rev. Robert Sandeman, from

Scotland, who died and was buried in Danbury. Mr.

Wetmore was very earnest in his preaching against

the new doctrines. There were other causes of

disturbance during this pastorate. Mr. Wetmore
preached to this people twenty-four years. There is

no record to be found of admissions to the church

during this period. Mr. AVetmore was a graduate of

Yale College, "a faithful preacher, and in social life

an agreeable and instructive companion."

After Mr. Wetmore's dismission there was much
division of counsel and action in the society, and a

number of the members were strongly disposed to

disband and return to Danbury. Such counsels did

•not prevail, but it was seven yeai's before they could

find a preacher to settle with them upon whom a ma-

jority were agreed. Still, during this interval they

hired a number of ministers, some of them for one

year and some of them for a shorter term, and the

catalogue (issued in 1870) enumerates the names of

sixty new members admitted during this period.

Capt. John Benedict and Capt. Ebenezer Hickok, the

first deacons in the church, were appointed Feb. 11,

1761.

Rev. John Ely, a young minister from Lyme, who
had preached acceptably as a candidate, received a

call to settle. Sept. 6, 1791. The call was favorably

entertained, and he was ordained November 31st of

that year. The meeting-house had been in use now
thirty-six years, with only partial finishing inside,

when in 1797 it was accomplished. The lower floor

was fiirnished with pews, a pulpit built, a floor laid

in the gallery and a breastwork and one seat around

it, and two flights of stairs.

Mr. Ely remained with the church twelve and one-

half years, and was dismissed June 7, 1804. He was

a graduate of Yale College, in class 1776, being a

student at the time the college was temporarily closed

in consequence of the approach of the British army.

In 1806 the Rev. Samuel Sturges, who had preached

several weeks or months in 1790 very acceptably, re-

ceived a regular call to become the settled pastor.

He accepted and was installed April 9th of that year.

Mr. Sturges preached nearly six years with no

events of particular importance, unless it was an in-

creasing difficulty in raising funds to meet the annual

salary.*

After the resignation and dismissal of Mr. Sturges

there was a long interval of ten years during which

the church and society were without a settled pastor.

During much of the time, it is true, they had preachers

from adjoining towns, and at other times public wor-

ship was conducted by officers of the church.

The first Sunday-school was oi-ganized in 1818,

during the interval. Rev. Burr Baldwin was the orig-

inator, and he supplied a few tracts and pamphlets

for the use of the scholars. Mr. Seth Seelye gathered

a Sunday-school in Grassy Plain the next summer,

which was supplied with a valuable library for those

early days, and had an attendance df from thirty to

fifty scholars.

In November, 1821, the church and society ex-

tended a unanimous call to Rev. John G. Lowe, of

Bedford, N. Y., to settle with them. He accepted

and was installed Jan. 1, 1822. "Mr. Lowe was an

English minister who had emigrated to this country

with his family a few years before, and whose educa-

tion had been at the Dissenting Seminary at Homer-

ton, under the celebrated Dr. John Pye Smith."

In 1824 additional seats were made in the galleries,

and in 1828 the first bell was procured. Mr. Lowe

was dismissed Jan. 20, 1829, his ministry having con-

tinued seven years.

* Mr. Sturges was also a graduate of Yale College, of class of 1787.
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Rev. Erastus Cole, from Otsego Co., N. Y., was in-

vited to settle Aug. 6, 1830, and was installed as pas-

tor on September 29th of that year. During the next

year, 1831, fifty-seven members were added to the

church. In 1832 the meeting-house was repaired and

the modern style of slips were substituted for the

old-fashioned square pews.

Mr. Cole was dismissed Sept. 26, 1837, having been

pastor seven years.

A few months after Mr. Cole's dismission Rev.

John Greenwood, who had recently arrived in this

country from England, was called to settle, which

call he accepted and was installed April 17, 1838.

Mr. Greenwood's health was feeble, and, perhaps

mainly on this account, he was dismissed from the

charge on the 27th of AittII, 1842.

On the night of the 21st of July of that year the

meeting-house was totally destroyed by fire, the flames

being communicated to it by the burning of a large

barn directly in the rear. The society voted at once to

rebuild, the new house to be fifty-two feet by thirty-

eight feet. During the autumn and winter public

worshij) was held in a small room known as Temper-

ance Hall, corner of Elm and Maj^le Streets, and in

-the basement of the new structure. Here under the

pastoral care of Rev. James Knox, of Norwalk, who
was only a temporary supjjly, there was a very great

religious awakening. The new house was soon com-

pleted and was dedicated June 1, 1843, on which oc-

casion Mr. Knox preached a dedicatory sermon, and

on the following Sunday, June 4th, one hundred and

twenty-five members were added to the church.

The society continued without a settled minister

until Nov. 4, 1846, at which date Rev. Sylvanus

Haight, recently from Pottsville, Pa., was installed.

His ministry was of short duration, as he was dis-

missed Feb. 8, 1848.

After Mr. Haight there was an interregnum of

nearly a year, when Rev. John S. Whittlesey was set- •

tied. His term as minister continued two years, and

he was dismissed Jan. 1, 1852.

On March 28, 1853, the Rev. Wheelock Nye Har-

vey was ordained. His ministry was very successful,

but it terminated June 29, 1858.

In 1855, when Bethel was set olf as a separate town,

the society, by a change of its charter, became the First

Ecclesiastical Society of the town of Bethel.

On Dec. 30, 1859, it was voted " That there be a

committee of six to consider the proj^riety of a centen-

nial celebration of the organization of this church, and
report to a future meeting." This committee reported

favorably, and Rev. Dr. L. P. Hickok, then president of

Union College, and a native of this town, was re-

quested to jjrepare a historical discourse for the occa-

sion. He accepted the invitation, and the day se-

lected for the celebration was Nov. 30, 1860.

Many of the facts thus far in the history of this

church have been condensed from the above-men-
tioned historical discourse of Dr. Hickok.

Rev. Elijah C. Baldwin was called to settle an pas-

tor in June, 1860, and was ordained Sept. 5, ISfKl. Mr.

Baldwin remained pastor about five years, liaving

been dismissed Feb. 5, 1865.

On the 11th of May of that year tlie cliurch met

its second loss of their house of worship. It was the

result of a terrible tornado, wliich sent the tall spire

through the roof into the body of the structure Ijelow.

Divine services were held during the time occupied

in building a new edifice in Fisher's Hall and in the

old house of worsliip, which has been removed and

repaired for a public liall. The new house wa-s fin-

ished and dedicated in January, 1867. In August,

1869, more than four years after the dismissal of Mr.

Baldwin, Rev. Robert C. Bell was unanimously called

to settle, and was ordained Nov. 3, 1869. This pas-

torate was of short duration. Mr. Bell was dismissed

by his own request after a settlement of less tlian two

and a half years, xipril 1872.

An interval of a little more than a year elapsed,

when a call was extended to the present incumbent,

Rev. George F. Waters. He was ordained in July,

1872. The church continued to increase in numbers

and in resources, and has a present membership of

three hundred and forty-five. The Sunday-school is

also prospering, and, including officers and teachers,

numbers two hundred and fifty, with a valuable

library consisting of six hundi-ed and eighty volumes.

The value of the church property, including a con-

venient jjarsonage, is from twenty-five thousand to

twenty-eight thousand dollars.

A union Sunday-school, though mostly officered by

members of the Congregational Church, has been

successfully conducted at the school-house in Plum-

trees District, during the summer and autumn, for

many years. The attendance will average forty or

more, and the district library contains more than one

hundred volumes.

The officers of the church at the present time are

:

Pastor and Clerk, Rev. George F. Waters
;
Deacons,

A. L. Benedict, W. W. Sherman, Samuel Kyle, and

Charles Bailey.

PASTOKS.

1. Rev. Noah Wetmore, ordained Nov. 25, 1760

;

dismissed Nov. 2, 1784; died March 9, 1796, aged

sixty-five.

2. Rev. John Ely, ordained Nov. 31, 1791 ; dis-

missed July 7, 1804 ; died Nov. 2, 1827, aged sixty-

four.

3. Rev. Samuel Sturges, installed April 9, 1806

;

dismissed Dec. 11, 1811 ; died Nov. 22, 1835, aged

sixty-eight.

4. Rev. John G. Lowe, installed Jan. 1, 1822; dis-

missed Jan. 20, 1829; died JIarch 1, 1855, aged sixty-

seven.

5. Rev. Erastus Cole, installed Sept. 29. 1830; dis-

missed Sept. 26, 1837; died (date and ago unknown).

6. Rev. John Greenwood, installed April 17, 1S38;

dismissed April 27, 1842 ; died 1879.
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7. Rev. Sylvanus Haight, installed Nov. 4, 1846
;

dismissed Feb. 8, 1848 (date of death unknown).

8. Rev. John Whittlesey, installed Dee. 12, 1849

;

dismissed Jan. 1, 1852 (date of death unknown).

9. Rev. Wheelock Nye Harvey, ordained May 18,

1853 ; dismissed June 29, 1858.

10. Rev. Elijah C. Baldwin, ordained Sept. 5, 1860

;

dismissed Feb. 5, 1865.

11. Rev. Robert C. Bell, ordained Nov. 3, 1869;

dismissed April, 1872.

12. Rev. George F. Waters, ordained July, 1872.

DEACONS.

Capt. John Benedict, appointed Feb. 11, 1761;

Capt. Ebenezer Hickok, appointed Feb. 11, 1761

;

Phineas Judd ; Lieut. John Dibble, appointed Oct.

17, 1771
;
Benjamin Benedict, appointed Sept. 29,

1774
;
Stephen Trowbridge, appointed Oct. 3, 1776

;

Lieut. James Seelye, appointed Oct. 30, 1790 ;• Eben-

ezer Silliman, appointed Oct. 30, 1790 ; Oliver Bene-

dict, appointed Feb. 8, 1797 ; Daniel Judd, appointed

December, 1803; Capt. Eliakim Benedict, appointed

June 4, 1806 ; Ira Benedict, appointed July, 1803

;

Ephraim Barnum, appointed July, 1813 ; Ebenezer

Hickok, appointed 1818 ; Elud Taylor, appointed

1818; Najah Benedict, appointed Sept. 28, 1832; Seth

Seelye, appointed Sept. 28, 1832 ; Elizur Benedict,

appointed Sept. 10, 1841 ; Asahel Dunning, appointed

Sept. 10, 1841 ; Munson Lockwood, ai^pointed Oct.

29, 1844; Matthew W. Starr, appointed Oct. 29, 1844;

Henry O. Judd, appointed Dec. 15, 1848; George A.

Hickok, appointed Nov. 10, 1853 ; Andrew L. Bene-

dict, appointed Nov. 10, 1853; AVilliam A. Judd,

appointed March 1, 1863 ; William W. Sherman,

appointed March 1, 1863 ; Oliver Stone, appointed

Jan. 1, 1871 ; Samuel Kyle, appointed October, 1875;

Charles Bailey, appointed December, 1878.

The oldest living member of the church is Capt.

Lemuel Beebee, in the eighty-ninth year of his age.

11 [STORY OF THE PARISH OF ST. THOMAS' CHURCH.

St. Thomas' Church, Bethel, was organized as a sep-

arate parish on Monday, in Easter week, April 13,

1846, having been for eleven years previously a

chapel of St. James' Church, Danbury. Its first offi-

cers were Everett Clark, Senior Warden ; Starr Ferry,

Junior Warden ; Ira Benedict, William Hinman,

Samuel Judd, Sherman Ferry, George Clapp, Ves-

trymen.

The following persons were also among the original

corporators of the parish: Samuel Judd, George

Ferry, Hiram Cole, Jabez Trowbridge, Orrin Bene-

dict, James Beebee, William Shepard, George B. Bea-

chem, Russell Eaton, James Starr Clark, Abram Stone,

Clark B.'Ferry, Noah S. Barnum, Whipple Williams,

Eliakim Trowbridge, Charles H. Shepard, James

Morrow, Levi Beebee, Horace R. Quick, Henry Wil-

liams.

The church edifice was erected during the summer

of 1835, and consecrated October 26th of the same
year. It was subsequently enlarged, furnished with

a new bell and organ, and reopened with dedicatory

services, Nov. 14, 1855, at a cost of three thousand

six hundred dollars. The parsonage was purchased

Jan. 15, 1849.

The first rectors were the Revs. David H. Short,

Thomas G. Guion, John Purves, Henry Olmsted, and
William Everett. The Rev. Mr. Purves was then re-

called, Jan. 23, 1847, remaining six years, and laying

solid foundations for future growth. He was suc-

ceeded, in September, 1853, by the Rev. George Rum-
sey, who, after a faithful rectorship of nearly seven

years, resigned before Easter, 1860. The Rev. C. C.

Barclay was then rector for one and a half years, and

the Rev. F. D. Lewin for about two years, and was

succeeded by the present incumbent, the Rev. Eugene

C. Pattison, who entered upon his duties the first

Sunday in April, 1868.

The church ])roperty, including the rectory, is esti-

mated to be worth sixteen thousand dollars, and is

entirely free from debt.

The present officers of the church are Harry S.

Glover, Senior Warden ; Zalmon Whitlock, Junior

Warden ; Orrin Benedict, Charles Peck, William H.
Barnum, George M. Cole, Joseph W. Burr, William

O. Bassett, E. T. Andrews, Vestrymen ; Edwin Short,

Treasurer; Robert S. Dauchy, Clerk; D. F. Taylor,

Sunday-school Superintendent.

The church now numbers one hundred and sixty

families and two hundred and eight communicants;

the Sunday-school, fourteen teachers and one hun-

dred and fifty scholars.

The brotherhood and ladies' society have been

fruitful in good works, and this parish, now only in

its forty-fifth year, is in a flourishing condition, and

may well " thank God" for the past and " take cour-

age" for the future.

The foregoing concise history was kindly furnished

by the esteemed rector, Rev. Mr. Pattison.

HISTORY OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

The origin of this, the youngest of the three

churches in our village, was quite humble. Its his-

tory, however, is only a fresh proof that it is not well

to despise the day of small things.

It was in the winter of 1837 that five persons

—

namely, Mr. and Mrs. Horace Trowbridge, Heman
Benedict and wife, and Miss Laura Trowbridge—met

at the house now occupied by Mr. Erie W^ood, which

then belonged to (and was occupied by) Mr. Trow-

bridge. At this time Rev. Jacob Shaw was preaching

in Danbury, and occasionally holding meetings in

Plumtrees District, in Bethel. Being unable to at-

tend worship in Danbury, these five above mentioned

and a few neighbors met together for prayer and

class-meeting. The numbers interested in this early

movement rapidly increased, and they were soon com-

pelled to find larger quarters. There were a number
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of conversions from the outset, and their place of

meeting was crowded. During 1839 they occupied as

a place of worshij) a hall on the corner of FAm and

Maj)lc Streets. Here tliey had prcacliiiig by a min-

ister from Danbury once in four weeks, and tlie dis-

trict meetings in Plumtrecs were discontinued except

on irregular occasions.

At tliis time they became connected with tiie Con-

ference circuit which at that time included Ilidge-

field, Danbury, and Poplar Plains, thus making a

four weeks' cii'cuit. They tlieii removed to a hall

suitably furnished for a place of worsliip, a few doors

north of the corner, on Maple Street. This building

was destroyed by fire during their occupancy, and

they removed to Judd's Hall, over the store now oc-

cupied by B. Sparks on Main Street, opposite the

Congregational church, and here tliey contiiuicd to

worship until the building of their first churcli edi-

fice in 1848 on Centre Street. This building, witii

repeated enlargements, is now known as Judd & Co.'s

hat-factory.

Rev. Levi Perry was the first preacher, and entered

upon his duties in 1848. He was succeeded by Rev.

Morris Hill in 1849, and in this year the Long Ridge

Society united with Bethel, and Mr. Hill was assisted

'by Rev. Elias Gilbert, a local preacher, now living in

Ridgefield. In 1851 and 1852, Rev. Horace Bartlett

was pastor; in 1853 and 1854, Rev. G. S. Stillman
;

in 1855 and 1856, Rev. S. H. Smith; and in 1857 and

1858, Rev. John Crawford. During his term of ser-

vice there was a season of great religious interest,

and dui'ing its progress there were more than one

hundred conversions.

The Rev. D. Osborne succeeded Mr. Crawford,

1859. During 1860, and until 1863, Rev. S. H. Pease

was pastor, and it was during his pastorate that the

present large and commodious house of worsliip was

erected. Rev. J. S. Breckcnridge preached from 1863

to 1866. Rev. B. F. Abbott was pastor for the three

following years. Rev. W. J. Robinson remained one

year. Rev. T. N. Laiiie preached two years, and was

succeeded by Rev. E. H. Dutchcr, and Rev. George

A. Parkington succeeded Mr. Dutchcr. Rev. A. P.

Chapman was next in order of succession, remaining

in charge three years. The present incumbent. Rev.

Wm. Brown, now in the second year of his pastorate,

followed Mr. Chapman. During alb these years the

church has continued to increase in numbers and

influence, and is now in a healthy condition. The
present number of members of this church is two

hundred.

The Sunday-school has six officers, twenty-two

teachers, one hundred and seventy-five scliohu's,

—total, two hundred and three.

Number of volumes in Sunday-school library is two

hundred. Value of church property, including the

parsonage, seventeen thousand dollars.

The oldest member is Mr. Cyrus Andrews, in the

ninetieth year of his age.

GRAND LIST, 1793,

'J'lic following valuable table is the grand list for

the town of Bethel for 1793 :

£. I. d.

Aii(lii!«s, lloliert 2{) ir, 0
Aii<Ii'(!WH, ,Ir., K<jl>c-rt 'M I'J 0
AiiiJiewH, .Iiiliii 47 Kt O
AnilnnvM, .Jr., .luliii (V> 40 0
AiiilrcWB, Kdeii &• 16 0
liciiedlct, Iwuu; 17 0<( 0
IJeiieilicf, .JoKejili 42 14 0
UeiK'dict, Natlmiiifl ; 27 18 3
Jiuiiudict, Duiiajiili 7U M 0
lieni'ilict, Oliver .' 52 10 9
ISuiK'ilii :t, Kliukiiii 'M 6 9
Jifiic.lii t, Sctli 44 17 C
lieiitMlict, AIk I Xi 2 3
Ueiieillct.Ira 2:1 0 0
lieiiocliot, .John 4<) 1.1 0
Udiieiiiot, .Jr., Ilt'zokiali 27 11 0
liciiiMiict, Asael U2 0 6
IJoiiedict, .Jr., David 2i 10 6
boiiiMlii t, Ilc/.ikiuli 19 1 3
Hc'ljciiii f, .lairics 35 9 3
Jioiicilin, W illiiiiii 13 0 C
Jioncdii t, .I]-., lOlc'azur 59 0 0
lii riedict, .Jr., Nalljaiiiel 44 11 9
lieiK'ilict, .lijiLiitliiui '.i.') 4 6
JIariiurii, Kpliruini 93 10 U
Jiariiiiiii, lOiiJali 72 13 G
liarnuiii, Aliel 40 0 6
Itiiniiini, .Ir., I'^plirniiii 30 3 0
liuriiiiiii, Mattliuw 73 12 9
lJuriiiiiii, .Jr., iMattliuw 37 2 0
Hai iiuiii, Daniel .'JO 13 0
Jtarjiiiiii, Daviil 51 3 0
Itai'iiuni, .Ir., M/ra 25 7 0
Uariiuiii, l.a/aru.» 20 0' 0
liariiiiiii, liuvi 20 0 0
Hariiimi, .Ii-., .Jowpli 51 7 0
Baili'y, SaiiMK-1 41 10 0
Dailey, lioii.jainiii 37 18 0
Hailoy, Elcuzer 13 4 0
ISuolic, .loNi'pli 37 C 3
liec'lie, Jr., Joseph 71 11 0
Itcehe, lieiiuiel 35 10 6
Ucebe, Ktliel 38 2 3
Beebe. Edmoiid 37 4 6
CanflelU, Samuel 27 9 G
Crotut, Samuel 51 7 0
(Jrol'ut, Jr., Samuel 37 9 3
Crofut, Seelye 39 9 S
Crotut, Daniel 48 4 0
Crotut, Josiah 30 8 9
ConiKtotk, M 15 2 9
Dihldo, Samuel 70 9 G
Dihlile, Jr., Samuel 42 5 0
Dihlile, Thomas 51 2 9
Dihlde, Hannah 8 2 0
Dibble, Jedediali 15 10 0
Dibble, John M 19 0
Dibble, Zar 37 13 4
Elmore, IlezeUiah 30 7 6
Hayes, I'etor 32 14 0
lloleoniVi, Luther 20 18 9
Judd, Daniel 0:1 3 C
Judd, David GO 5 «
Judd, Kliliu 38 3 3
.hidtl. Kbeiu*'/.er 54 15 0
.ludd, Klijah 5 13 0
Judd, lienjauiin 20 0 0
Jacobs, riiilip 20 0 0
Jn(l.son, Andrew 20 10 0
Jcnnin.:;^, Karritt 20 1 U
Lucy, Aaron 30 7 6
Laey, Abel 20 7 G
Jlypitt, Jr.. Kli 22 10 0
Noi tbrop, Tbiimpson 6 10
riatl, Kill iic/er 40 G 0
I'riMdlc, \\ illiam 45 10 0
IVck, Jesse 20 0 3
VecU, Itenjamin 25 2 9
Peck, Calvin' 20 15 C
I'eck. IdiphaU t 24 15 0
Keriy, Klipbalet 24 12 0
Forry, lien.jamiu 42 0 G
Forry, Joshua 25 3 0
Kerry, Kbenezcr 20 10 0
llickok, Ebpnezcr 110 10 0
Uickok, Daniel 91 14 6
HicUok, Uenjamiu 124 9 O
llickok, Kli.. 32 15 O
UicUok & Mvgatt 3.! 1 9
Iloyt, Xath'i 49 9 9
lloyt, l\U;ijah 30 0 0
llovt, .lames 01 0 G
11. .yt, Jes.se 30 18 0
llou, Samuel 12 0 0
lloyt, Joshua GO 7 6
lloyt, Thoophitus 20 0 0
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£ s. <J.

Hoyt, Asa 38 15 0

Ho.vt, Tliumas 8S 7 6

Hoyt, Benjamin 41 1 3

Hamilton, Ezra 18 0 0

Hubbell, Sillivant 39 6 3

Hubboll, Daniel 20 10 0

Roberts, Luke W 36 0

Koberts, Thomas 3 0 0

Rockwell, Noah 22 11 0

Seelye, James 62 18 0

Silliman, Ebenezer 68 18 0

Starr, Matthew 31 13 0

Starr, Thaddeus 50 13 0

Starr, Elikim 74 7 9

Starr, Samuel 54 8 3

Starr, Ira 77 12 0

Starr, Joseph 18 0 0

Starr, Zadock 60 11 0

Starr, Jr., Joseph 45 15 0

Hon-, Samuel 38 1 0

Horr, Robert 15 13 0

Sherman, Noah 38 15 0

MonguU, James 39 16 6

Trowbridge, H 40 5 0

Trowbridge, James 80 10 4
Trowbridge. Nathan 31 5 0

Taylor, Thomas 45 18 9

Taylor, Eli 59 fi 6

Taylor, Elizabeth 18 19 9

Taylor, Joshua 50 18 6

Taylor. Silas 38 3 0

Taylor, Phineas 59 0 0

Taylor, Noah 37 4 6

Taylor, Eliakim 26 3 G

Taylor, Widow Esther 8 3 6

Taylor, Widow Abigail G 5 0

Taylor, Levi 2 19 6

Taylor, Matthew 28 8 3

Taylor, Elijah 27 18 6

Taylor, Timothy 71 10 0

Taylor, Jr., Jabez 37 5 9

Taylor, Ebenezer 48 1 6

Taylor, Jr., Thomas 81 16 0

Taylor, Samuel 44 17 6

Vial, Moses, ;5 2 0

Wied, Solomon 61 11 0

Wheeler, Philip 41 17 0,

Williams, Benjamin 36 4 6

Williams, Hezekiah , 32 17 6

Williams, Thaddeus 74 12 3

Whitlock, John (Dyd) 29 19 6

Whitlock, Nehemiah 58 2 6

Whitlock, Squier 30 0 0

Wlritlock, Ebenezer 38 . 8 0

Whitlock, Hezekiah 35 1 6
Whitlock, Seth 24 13 0

Wildman, John 5 4 6

REPRESENTATIVES.

This town was incorporated in 1855, and the fol-

lowing is the list of representatives

:

1856, William H. Judson
;
1857, William A. Jndd

; 1868, Edgar B. Hoyt;

1859, Charles Bart; 186(1, E. F. Farnam; 1861, Eli S. Jndd; 1862,

George S. Crofiit; 18G3, Burr Edmonds; 1864, Abel B. Blackman

;

18G5, N. B. Corning
; 1866, George A. Hickok

;
18G7, James D. Bald-

win ; 1868, H. W. Timanus
;
18G9, Ebenezer S. Judd

; 1870, Alva

Taylor; 1871, Henry Gilbert; 1872, Charles H. Shepard; 1873, Zal-

mon Whitlock
; 1874, Austin B. Lockwood

;
1875, William H. Ferry

;

1876, John McCorkell; 1877, E. Starr Judd
; 1878, George M. Lyon

;

1879, William H. Judson
;
1880-81, Philo Gilbert.

MILITARY RECORD.

THIRD REGIMENT.

Company C.

Eli Ferry, Jr., enl. May 14, 1861 ; hon. disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

George Northrop, enl. May 14, 1861 ; lion, disch. Aug. 12, 1861.

FIRST REGIMENT CAVALRY.

Company A.

Henry Carson, enl. Dec. 12, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 2, 1865.

Company C.

Frank Myers, enl. Dec. 12, 1864.

Company L.

Jeremiah O'Connor, enl. Jan. 5, 1864.

Unassigned.

Thomas Coolv, enl. Dec. 12, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

Charles Flynn, enl. Dec. 15, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

Thomas McMulleu, onl. Dec. 15, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

John Satorius, enl. Dec. 15, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

FIRST REGIMENT ARTILLERY.

Company B.

John C. Taylor, enl. Jan. 22, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 5, 1864; must, out Sept.

25, 1865.

Company E.

John Gordon, enl. Dec. 26, 1863.

Company F,

Ansel H. Couch, enl. Feb. 11, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 12,1864; pro. to first

lieutenant; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

Otto Gaudendorff, enl. Dec. 3, 1864 ; must, out Sept. 25, 1865.

Unassigned,

Edward Corbey, enl. Jan. 5, 1864; not taken up on rolls.

SECOND REGIMENT ARTILLERY.

Company C.

Leonard Ilower, enl. Dec. 16, 1863; wounded Sept. 19, 1864; must, out

Aug. 21, 1865.

Eugene Hyatt, enl. Dec. 30, 1863; must, out Aug. 19, 1865.

Company K.

John Fitzpatrick, enl. Jan. 5, 1864 ; must, out Aug. 18, 1865.

George H. Hoxly, enl. Jan. 30, 1864; wounded June 1, 1864 j must, out

Aug. 18, 1865.

Company M.

Edso Patrick, enl. Feb. 12, 1864.

Vnassitjned.

Joseph Alley, enl. Dec. 6, 18G4 ; not taken up on rolls.

FIFTH REGIMENT.

Company A.

Daniel L. Smith, corporal ; enl. July 22, ] 861 ; killed Aug. 9, 1862.

Addison M. Whitlock, corporal ; enl. July 22, 1861
;
pro. to second lieu-

tenant; must, out Nov. 1, 1864.

Edward A. Durand, musician; enl. July 22, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 21, 1863;

must, out July 19, 1865.

Hiram M. Cole, enl. July 22, 1861 ; disch for disability, July 27, 1863.

David 0. Constock, enl. July 22, 1861 ; disch. July 22, 1864.

James E. Durand, enl. July 22, 18G1 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 5, 1862.

George S. Ferry, enl. July 22, 1861 ; re-enl. Dec. 21, 1863; died March 22,

1864.

David B. Mills, enl. July 22, 1861 ; wounded May 22, 1863 ; trans, to Vet.

Res. Corps April 7, 1864.

Company C.

John Owens, enl. Dec. 15, 1864.

Company F.

Henry Penny, enl. Aug. 24, 1864.

Company K.

Theodore F. Cole, enl. Feb. 18, 1862; re-enl. Feb. 29, 1864; disch. for dis-

ability, July 26, 1865.

John Gannon, enl. March 13, 1862; wounded Aug. 9,1862; diech. for

disability, Feb. 21, 1863.

BoUin H. Johnson, enl. Feb. 18, 1862; re-enl. March 21, 1864; must, out

Aug. 11, 1865.

Vnassigned.

James Owens, enl. Dec. 15, 1864.

SIXTH REGIMENT.

Company A.

Charles Bishop, enl. Oct. 19, 1863; wounded Aug. 14, 1864; disch. for

disability, June 31, 1865,

Jonas Brown, enl. Oct. 19, 1863 ; must, out Aug. 21, 1865. •

Company B.

Joseph Brown, enl. Oct. 21, 1863; disch. Sept. 16, 1864.

John McDonald, enl, Oct. 19, 1863; disch. for disabilitj-, Feb. 17, 1SG5.
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Company E.

John H. Aiapko, cul. Jan. 5,1861; woumloj May 10, 18(jl; iiiuhI. out

Nov. 8, 1865.

Martiu Lancliee, cnl. Oct. 22, 186.3 ; died Sopt. 23, 1K04.

Com})(iny F.

reter F. Dunii, onl. Oct. 10, 18C:i; muat. out Aug. 21, 1805.

George Garicpliy, ciil. Oct. 19, 1803.

Smith Ilanilding, eiil. Oct. 17, 1803.

Alexander P. McClay, enl. Oct. 17, 1803; must, out Aug. 21, ISW;.

Comjxmy H.

Charles Brown, onl. Oct. 10, 1803; must, out Aug. 21, 1805.

Company J.

Kobert riiillips, cnl. Oct. 10, 1803; must, out Aug. 21, 1805.

SEVENTH REGIMENT.

Company A.

Edward Bennett, cnl. Oct. 23, 1803; killed Feb. 20, 1804.

Company D.

Joseph S. Doming, first lieutenant; com. Sept. 5, 1801.

Henry Erwin, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; discli. for disability. Fob. 4, 1803.

Adam Grimm, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; rc-enl. Doc. 22, 1803 ; died July 13, 1804.

William II. Smith, enl. Sept. 5, 1861 ; re-enl. Doc. 22, 1803 ; died March

25, 1864.

John McDermott, enl. Oct. 26, 1863 ; must, out June 12, 1865.

Company I,

Michael Nichols, enl. Oct. 23, 1863 ; died Oct. 14, 1864.

EIGHTH REGIMENT.

Company A.

Lemuel B. Clark, corporal; onl. Sept. 25, 1861 ; wounded Sept. 17, 1802;

disch. for disability, May 14, 1863.

Company G.

Austin Connell, enl. Dec. 31, 1863 ; must, out Dec. 12, 1865.

NINTH REGIMENT.

Company K.

Johnson, James, enl. Dec. 19, 1861; transferred.

Becker, Jos. W., enl. March 29, 1802 ; ro-onl. Jan. 0, 1SG4 ; trans, to Co.

D ; must, out Aug. 3, 1803.

Cole, Andrew, enl. April 1, 1862 ;
pro. to second lieutenant, Jan. 2l'>, 18(13

;

res. Dec. 30, 1863.

Durant, George B., enl. April 8, 1862 ; disch. Oct. 27, 1862.

Lane, John J., cnl. Marcli 29, 1862; died Aug. 12, 1862.

TENTH REGIMENT.

Company B.

Barber, Eli N., sergeant; enl. Oct. 1,1801; disch. for disability, Mai'ch

4, 1862.

Northrop, George, sergeant; enl. Oct. 1, 1801 ; re-enl. Jan. 1,1804; died

Nov. 10, 1864.

Moffitt, Abram, enl. Oct. 1, 1861 ; ro-enl: Jan. 1, 1S04 ; must, out Aug.

25, 1805.

Company E.

Farley, Patrick, enl. Nov. 23, 1804.

Company I.

Dempsey, John, cnl. Dec. 15, 1804 ; must, out Aug. 25, 1805.

ELEVENTH REGIMENT.

Company A,

Dibble, Samuel L., cnl. Oct. 24, 1801 ; re-enl. ; must, out Doc. 21, 1865.

Gregory, Daniel, enl. Oct. 24, ISOl ; re-enl.
;
wounded; must, out Dec. 21,

1865.
Company I.

Sims, James, enl. Nov. 25, 1804.

Company K.

Brotherton, Jos. II., onl. Dec. 13, 1861 ; wounded Sept. 17, 1802 ; disch.

for disability Oct. 27, 1802.

56

TWKI/KTH UKGIMKNT.
Company E.

Holly, William II., cnl. Nov. 19, 1801 ; wouniled and cajituriyl.

Payne, ChuricH H.,enl. Doc. 28, 1861; rc-cni. Jan. 1, 1804: uiuift. outAug.

12, 1865.

liyrin, Orsa, enl. Dec. 22, 1K(;3.

'JUIlllKENTH REGIMKNT.
fjovipany B.

WhccdiM-, Alunzo, ejd. Feb. 20, 1862; diwjii. Jan. 0, 18fi.5, Utnii expirwl.

Itrowji, William A., cnl. February, 1H<A ; tnins. t/) Oi. A ; niunt. out April

25, 1860.

FIFTEENTH REGIMENT.
Ctimpany D.

IliniH, .lames, enl. Sept. 13, 1804; trans, to 7tlj Conn. Vol.; uiuiit. out

July 20, 1805.
Oimpany /'*.

liraily, I'liilip, enl. Dec. 0, 1804 ; trans, to 7tli flonn. Vol. ; must, oftt July

20, 1805.

Carney, Jann^H, cnl. ])<:c. 0, 1804.

Dunn, .lolin, enl. Dec. 0, 1804.

SEVENTEENTH REGI M ENT.
Ctnnpany B.

Barrett, Patrick, enl. Sept. 2, 1804; must, out July 19, 1X05.

Thompson, Charles H., enl. Sept. 1, 1804; must, out July 19, 1865.

Company C.

Dauchy, Robert S,, sergeant; enl. Aug. 6, 1802; died July 5, Wii.

Bariium, Bethel S., sergeant; eid. July 24, 1802; killed July 1, 18C:j.

Williams, Henry E., corporal ; cnl. July 26, 1802 ;
pro. to first lioutonant

;

must, out as sergeant, July 19, 1805.

McCorkell, Thomas, wagoner; enl. Aug. 6, 1862; muat. out July 19,

1805.

Benedict, Charics S., enl. Aug. 12, 1802 ; died June 1, 1803.

Beers, Jarvis F., enl. Aug. 7, 1802; wounded May 2, 1863; must, out July

19, 1805.

Blacknuin, Theodore, enl. Aug. 8, 1S02; killed .luly 2, 180.3.

Edwards, Thaddeus S., enl. Aug. 8, 1802; wounded July, 1863; disch. for

disability, Nov. 1, 1864.

Ferry, Francis II., enl. July 23, 1862; wounded; trans, to Vet. Kcs.

Corps; must, out July in, 1865.

McCorkel, John, cnl. July 24, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

Shepard, Sanniel C, enl. July 28, 1862; must, out July 19, 18G5.

.Smith, William H., enl. July 26, 1862; wounded July, 1863; must, out

July 19, 1805.

Sniith, Frederick S., enl. Aug. 8, 1802 ; trans, to Inv. Corps, Pec. 15, 186.3.

Tomlinson, Horace E., enl. Aug. 0, 1802 ; disch. for disability, Dec. 10,

1802.

Williams, Adam C, enl. Aug. 0, 1802; must, out July 19, 1805.

Woodnum, Uraneous P., enl. July 20, 1,802; died May 19, 1S03.

Daniels, Patrick, enl. Dec. 24, 1803; must, out July 19, 1S65.

Kyle, William, enl. Doc. 20, 1803; must, out July 19, 1SG5.

C<mipany G.

Bai-sley, Elbert J., enl. Sept. 2, 1804; must, out July 19, 1S65.

Ferry, George S., enl. Aug. 6, 1864; must, out Juno 14, 1805.

Northrop, Warner H., enl. Sept. 2, ISlU; must, out July 10, 1865.

Perry, William II., cnl. Sept. 1, ISM; nuist. out July 19, 1865.

Sherwood, Jos. B., cnl. Sept. 0, 1804; must, out July 19, 1865.

Wheclock, Henry, enl. Sept. 2, 1804 ; must, out July 19, 1865.

TWENTIETH REGIMENT.
Company B.

Burton, William, cnl. Dec. 0, 1S64.

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT.
Ransom, P. Lyon,'fli'st assistant surgeon; cul. Oct. 4, 1862; pro. to sur-

geon 28th Conn. Vol., Dec. 1, 1802.

Company B.

Oliver, Wood, onl. Aug. 30, 1802; lion, disch. Aug. 31, 1S63.

Company G.

Ci-ofut, George S., captain ; com. Sept. 2, 1802 ; taken priamcr Juno 23,

1863.

Hibbanl, llscar II., firet lioutonant; com. Sopt,2, 1S62; taken prisoner

Juno 23, 1863.

Bailey, Charles, second lie\iteuaut; com. Sept, 2, 1862; taken prisoner

June 23, 18im.

Cole, William F., sergeant; enl. Sept. 2, 1862; lion, disch. Aug. 31, 1S63.

Amblor, Sjimucl S., sergeant; cul. Sept. 2, 1S62; liou. disch. Aug. SI,

1863.
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Northrop, Trederick W., Jr., sergeant; enl. Sept. 2, 1862; hon. discli.

Aug. 31, 1863.

Barnuin, E. Boniine, enl. Sept. 2, 1862; liou. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Wheeler, 'William C, corporal ; enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; lion, disch. Aug. 31,

1863.

Clapp, John B., corporal ; enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; hon. discli. Aug. 31, 1863.

Evans, John J., corporal ; enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Farnara, George W., corporal; eiil. Sept. 2, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 31,

1863.

Williams, Isaac J., corjioral; enl. Sept. 2, 18C2; hon. disch. Aug. 31,

1863.

Ferry, Frederick, corporal ; enl. Sept. 2, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Benjamin, Frank L., musician ; enl. Sept. 2, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 31,

1863.

Barher, William H., enl. Sept. 2, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Chase, Daniel, enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Clark, Ezra, enl. Sept. 2, 1SC2; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Cole, Charles L., enl. Oct. 29, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Daniel, Patrick, enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Hart, John M., enl. Sept. 2, 1862; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Jenkins, Henry, enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

Patrick, Edson, enl. Sept. 2, 1862 ; hon. disch. Aug. 31, 1863.

TWENTY-EIGHTH KEGIMENT.
Lyon, Kansom P., surgeon; com. Dec. 1, 1862 ; died Aug. 6, 1863.

TWENTY-NINTH KEGIMENT.
Company D.

Hammer, William H., enl. Dec. 3, 1863 ; died Dec. 18, 1864.

Company K.

Dennis, Francis, enl. Jan. 2, 1864 ; died Feb. 20, 1864.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
WILLIS JUDD.

Willis Judd was bom in Bethel, Fairfield Co.,

Conn., Oct. 15, 1808.

His great-grandfather, Pliineas Judd, was an active

man in the church, and one of the founders of, and a

deacon in, the Congregational Church in Bethel.

His grandfather, Daniel Judd, was also a prominent

man in church affairs, and a farmer by occupation.

He was married to Eunice Dykeman, and their chil-

dren were Phineas, Ard, Eli, Betty, Clara, Althea,

and David.

Phineas, the eldest, was born in Bethel, April 4,

1773. He married Sarah, daughter of Ebenezer Sil-

liman and niece of Gen. Silliman, of Revolutionary

fame. The children of Phineas and Sarah Judd were

Ebenezer S., Mary P. (who died on her eighteenth

birthday), Betsey E., Willis, Sarah, Almou, and

Julia.

Willis Judd spent his early life upon a farm,

which he left at sixteen to learn the trade of hat-

making, then a considerable industry in his native

town of Bethel. He began in the shop of the Messrs.

Beebe, remaining till reaching the age of twenty-one,

when he removed to Saratoga Co., N. Y., working

there at his trade for a little more than a year, when
he returned to his native county and settled in Dau-

bury. Thence he removed to Woodbury and started

business in a small way on his own account. Here

he met and married Miss Augusta M., daughter of

Reuben Mallery. In 1849 he removed to Bridgeijort,

and for a year carried on the business of confectioner,

but, this business not being to his liking, he sold out,

returned to Bethel, and again took up his trade of

hat-making, working as journeyman for seventeen

years.

In 1867 he assisted his only child, Juliu.s B. Judd,

to enter uj^on the manufacture of hats, in company
with Mr. George M. Cole, under the firm-name of

Cole & Judd. This firm prospered, but Mr. Cole re-

mained but a short time, selling his interest, to form

other business connections, to Mr. Willis Judd. The
firm has since been Judd & Co. The product of this

factory has grown from a very small beginning to

over one hundred thousand dollars' worth of goods

per annum.

In 1856, Mr. Judd was elected justice of the peace

for two years. He has served several terms in the

Board of Relief, and at different times as treasurer of

the town, and in every instance to the entire satisfac-

tion of his constituents. He has also been frequently

elected to the office of warden of the borough of

Bethel.

GEORGE M. COLE.

George M. Cole is a native of Newtown, Conn.,

where he was born Aug. 3, 1828. Hiram Cole, his

father, was a hatter in Newtown, beginning the busi-

ness there in 1814. He married Mary, daughter of

Ichabod and Tamer Gilbert, and raised a family of

thirteen children, of whom George was the eldest.

He worked with his father after attaining to the

proj^er age, learning the trade of hat-making. His

father, with his family, removed to Newtown when
George was sixteen years old. At the age of twenty-

one he took his father's shop and did piece-work for

four or five years, after which he worked as journey-

man hatter in New York City, Danbury, and else-

where, till 1867, when he formed a partnership with

J. B. Judd and engaged in hat-manufacturing in

Bethel. This partnership existed one year, when,

disposing of his interest to Mr. Judd, Mr. Cole con-

nected himself with Mr. S. S. Ambler in the same

business. The business of Cole & Ambler, from a

small beginning, has reached over one hundred and
fifty thousand dollars per annum, turning out sixty

dozen hats daily.

Mr. Cole was married in March, 1846, to Miss

Eliza M., daughter of Eli and Jeannette French, of

Monroe, Conn. But one child has been born to them,

George H.

In 1873, Mr. Cole was elected warden of Bethel

Borough, which position he held seven consecutive

terms, and was re-elected to it again in 1880. It was

chiefly through his efforts that Bethel was jirovided

with the excellent water-works she possesses. Mr.

Cole has held various town-offices. In 1878 he was

elected selectman, and the year following one of the

town-assessors. In politics he is a Democrat of the

Jeffersonian school, as was his father before him.

Mr. and Mrs. Cole are members of St, Thomas'

Episcopal Church of Bethel.
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SUPPLEMENT.
The following items were received too late for in-

sertion in the body of the work.

DANBURY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY.

This company has been in operation about twenty-

five years. The first officers were: Aaron Seeley,

President; Koger Averill, Secretary and Treasurer.

The })rcsent ofl^cers are: F. L. Wildinan, President;

Roger Averill, Treasurer; William S. Peck, Secretary.

DARIEN MILITARY RECORD.
Jchn Jdlinsoii, Co. B., 7tli Rogt. ; cnl. Nov. IC, 18G3.

Tlioiiias Smitli, Co. B, 7tli Regt.; oiil. Nov. 11, 1801! ; died at AihIithoh-

ville, Aug. Vi, 18G4.

J. R. Brighton, Co. F, lltli Regt.; cnl. Marcli 27, 18G-t; nntst. out Dec.

21, 1805.

Tliomas Jackson, Co. 11, 11th Rcgt. ; im\. Mareli 31, ISfil; wonndi^d;

ninst. out Dec. 21, 1805.
"
E. J. Johnson, Co. 11, lltli Kegt. ; cnl. March 29, 1804.

William Laverick, Co. II, 11th Rcgt.; ciil. March 211,1804; ilisch. Dec. 7,

1804.

BENCH AND BAR.

Hon. Thaddeus Betts, an able lawyer, was born

in Norwalk, Feb. 4, 1789 ; his iiarcnts were William

Maltby Betts and his wife Liicrctia Gregory. His

grandparents were Dr. Thaddeus Betts and Eliz-

abeth Maltby. The Betts in Norwalk appear to have

rendered public services for several generations.

Capt. Stephen Betts was in command in the skirmish

with the enemy at Norwalk in 1779. Thaddeus Betts,

justice of the peace, took his testimony, which is pre-

served in the records at Hartford. The late Thad-

deus Betts graduated at Yale College, 1807, and was

lieutenant-governor of Connecticut. Hon. Thomas
B. Osborne, of Fairfield, said in the House :

" Mr.

Betts was distinguished for acuteness of intellect,

vigor of understanding, and soundness and probity of

his life. He was early l)rought in contact witli the

mo.st eminent men that ever adorned the bar of New
England. It is sufiicient to say that he sustained aud

distinguished himself among such men as Daggett,

Sherman, Smith, and Sherwood. He filled many im-

portant trusts in his own State."

He was admitted to the bar in 1810, and died in

Washington, D. C, April 7, 1840. Two .sons, Charles

C. and Frederick T., are residents of Norwalk.

STRATFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH.*

This church is located in the northeastern part of

the town of Fairfield, and is the oldest Baptist Church

* Condensed from an clahorate history of the church, written by Mrs.

Kate E. Perry.

in this section. Its first minister was the Rev. Joshua

Morris, who organized the church in 17^>l. He wa«

succeeded by Rev. John Siierwood, who was the first

residt^nt pastor. Meetings of the eluirch wore first

held in his dvveliing-liouse. He was succeeded liy

Rev. Benjiimin Coles in 1767. The fourth ])astor wax

Rev. John Whitman. He wa-s succeeded by Rev.

Seth Higl)y in 1771. He was succeeded in 1794 by

Rev. Ste])lien Royce, whose salary wa.s three hundred

and thirty-si.\ dollars j)er year. Tlie next jia.stor wits

the Rev. Asahel Morse, wiio remained until 1K12.

In 1801 the church voted that tlie deacons sli(»uld

take care of what should be contributed to f/it books

for the Indians, and in 1802 a committee wa.s ai»])ointed

to hunt up sfniid brethren and sisters.

Rev. Daniel Wildman became j)!istor of the church

in 1813. He was succeeded by Rev. Mattiiew liolles,

and he in turn by Daniel Wildman in 1817. Rev.

Mr. Wildman was followed by Rev. Asa Bronsoii in

1822. Among his converts was Mr. Russell Jennings,

who subsetiuently entered the ministry by ordination.

He has since made large donations of money for re-

ligious and other jtraiseworthy jnirposes. ^Ir. Bron-

son resigned in 1829, and was succeeded in tlie same

year by Rev. Elisha Cushman. He resigned in 1S81,

and was succeeded by Rev. James H. Lindsley. The
thirteenth pastor was Rev. Enoch E. Chase in 183(5.

Mr. Cliase closed his labors in October, 18.S9, and was

followed by Rev. ]\[atthew Ratcbelor in 1840. :Mr.

Batchelor was succeeded in 1842 by Rev. John Scott.

In 1847 he resigned, and Rev. A. E. Clark bee^imc

pastor, and remained a.s such until 1849. Since that

time the pastors have been a.s follows: Rev. Harmon
Ellis, one year; Rev. Nathan Dunning Benetlict,

from 1851 to 1860; Rev. Joseph Babbage, from lS(iO

to IStJ"). Rev. N. Benedict became i)astor in 18t).'>.

and remains as sucli at the present time.

The first church building was erected in 1770. The
cliurcit worshiited in this structure until 1813, when
the present eilifice wa.s erected, having no external

changes except recently blinds liave been placed on

the windows and a boll hung in the tower.

HOPE CHAPELt

belongs to the Congregational Society of Fairfield.

It was organized about eleven years ago, and public

worshii) has been sustainetl by the Congregational

and Episcopal Churches in Fairfield, the C<ingre^i-

t Contribxited by Mrs. Kate K, Peiry.
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tional in Black Rock, and the Congregational Church

in Greenfield Hill. Its capacity was inadequate, so

this present year (1880) it was enlarged and rededi-

cated. It is doing a good work, and is successful. It

is located in Fairfield Woods, quite a distance from

any church.

NEWTOAVN ACADEMY.*

The academy at Newtown, Conu., was built in 1837.

It is a modest structure, neatly painted white, and

furnished with green blinds. It is surmounted by a

cupola, in which is a bell to summon the cheerful

company to their daily tasks. There is a playground

of limited extent immediately in the rear. Up to the

present time no perceptible change has been made in

the external appearance of the building.

Rev. George L. Foote, a native of Newtown, and a

recent gi-aduate of Trinity (then Washington) Col-

lege, at Hartford, Conn., was the first principal. He
was ably assisted in both the male and female de-

partments, one of the assistants being his sister. Miss

Harriet Foote. A teacher of music was also emijloyed,

and it was the first school remembered hereabouts in

which " the service of song" accompanied devotional

exercises at the opening of daily school duties.

The school was very successful under the charge of

Mr. Foote. The number of pujjils amounted to one

hundred and twenty-five, and i^robably at times there

was even a larger number.

Mr. Foote continued principal of the academy two

andahalforthreeyears. He diedin CentralNew York

a number of years ago, his disease being ramolissement,

or softening of the brain. Miss Harriet Foote became

the wife of the Rev. Mr. Atwell, a clergyman of the

Episcopal Church. She died many years ago, Avhile

still young, in Steuben Co., N. Y.

The Rev. James S. Clark, D.D., a native of Bethel,

now and for many years past princij^al of a large

school, and rector of a church at Tivoli-on-the-Hud-
son, and A. L. Benedict, Esq., still a resident of

Bethel, were jnipils of Mr..Foote.

The Rev. Levi H. Corson succeeded as principal of

the academy in the spring of 1840. Mr. Corson em-

ployed Miss Mary Foote, a sister of the late principal,

as assistant and teacher in the female department.

There was quite a falling off" in the number of

pujiils when Mr. Corson took charge of the school, so

that when the writer commenced attendance—almost

forty years ago (January, 1841)—there were only

eighty-five or ninety scholars in both departments.

Hon. D. B. Booth, of Danbury, Maj. L. N. Mid-

dlebrook, attorney and counselor-at-law, of Bridge-

port, E. M. Beardsley, M.D., of Monroe, the late John

Deacon, M.D., of Waterbury, and others from differ-

ent towns, more or less distinguished in their respective

stations in life, were fellow-students in the institu-

tion.

Mr. rienry Sanford, senior partner of the firm of

* Contributed by George Benedict, M.D., of Bethel.

Sanford & Hawley, in Newtown, had completed his

academical studies previous to the writer's advent in

the town, and had commenced his sucessful mercan-

tile career as clerk in the old, low store-building of

Messrs. Baldwin & Beers, on the same corner where

he now occupies a much more imposing edifice.

Messrs. Baldwin & Beers were at that time actively

engaged in trade and doing a large business. They
lived to a good old age, and have long since been
" gathered to their fathers."

The Rev. Mr. Corson, besides teaching as principal

of the academy, was also hired for the year to supply

the desk and pulpit of Trinity church. In 1880, Mr.

Corson was living in Michigan at a very advanced

age.

In the spring of 1841 the Rev. Thomas T. Guion,

who had previously graduated at Trinity College,

Hartford, was called to the charge of the academy.

The number of pupils was still further diminished,

and yet the rooms were even now comfortably filled.

I should have sooner mentioned that during Mr.

Foote's administration there was quite a number of

students from several of the Southern States, particu-

larly from Virginia ; and as many as fifteen of these

remained during the year that Mr. Corson taught.

But very few of these attended the school under Mr.

Guion.

However, the school opened very pleasantly, and

so continued for more than half of the year. In the

summer of this year, I think in August, we lost one

of our mates by death. Andrew J. Jarvis, with a

number of others, had walked to Taunton Pond, now
known as Fountain Lake, a distance of about a mile

and a half, and while heated and perspiring went

into the water to swim. The exposure resulted in an

attack of acute erysipelas of the head, and after an

illness of a few days his life closed, at the age of

eighteen years. Poor Jarvis was kindly cared for,

but he died far from home and kindred. He was

buried in Newtown Cemetery.

In the following winter two opposing dancing-

schools were oi5ened, one at each of the hotels, at

the north and south ends of Main Street. Mr. Guion

did not think it proper or profitable that the atten-

tion of his pupils should be distracted by such exer-

cises and associations. He therefore notified the

young people of the school and the parents of some

of them that they could not continue pupils of the

academy and attend either of the dancing-schools.

But the spirit of old Adam was aroused. Probably

half the students, perhaps more than half, decided to

cultivate the graces of their heels rather than of their

heads and their hearts. In consequence of this un-

fortunate revolt the attendance was at once reduced

to a minimum, not more than thirty or thirty-five of

us remaining. Small as it was, however, the little

company of the faithful contiimed on through the

term which closed the school year. Mr. Guion was

an excellent and most lovable man. His health had
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hecn impaired by a severe cold, and this unexpected

and uncalled-for trou])le laid hiiti ])y wick for Hcveral

days.

Mr. Guion preached a number of years in Danbury
and Bethel, and was at length called as rector of St.

.John's Church, Brooklyn. While here he received

the degree of doctor of divinity. He was an ener-

getic man and a hard worker in the cau.sc of his Di-

vine Master. In the midst of his usefulness he was
disabled by sickness, and after lingering many months
he, like Mr. Foote, one of his predecessors in the

academy, died of ranioUissement.

Succeeding Mr. Guion in the spring of 1842, Mr.

diaries W. Wooster, another graduate of Trinity

College, took charge of the school. Mr. Wooster had

recently taken a wife from a family in Waterbury.

Mrs. Wooster was an educated and accomplished

lady, and came to Newtown with her husband to take

charge of the female department. Her health proved

insufficient to the labor and care incumbent upon her

as teacher, and Miss Caroline Tudor, of Hartford

(now the wife of Dr. Piatt, of Waterbury), was en-

gaged in her place. Mrs. Wooster had been in feeble

health for months before removing to Newtown, and

she declined rapidly after leaving the school, and died

in June of that year. Her remains were taken to

Waterbury for interment, and a nundjer of the older

pupils from both departments of the school made up

a portion of the funeral procession. The school was

not so large as it had been in its earlier years, yet

there were as many as eighty different students during

the year.

With the opening of the next school year, in 1843,

Mr. Wooster continued with the same staff' of assist-

ants as during the preceding. A few of the older

pupils still continued, but most of the newcomers

were of more tender years. Of the Southern scholars,

only one was left. The material in Newtown had

been j)retty thoroughly used except from the younger

class, and, in fact, the academy had ceased to be a

new thing, had lost prestige abroad, and with the

close of the academic year it was closed for some
time.

The Rev. D. P. Sanford made an eff"ort to revive

an interest in the neighboring towns as well as in

Newtown, but did not meet with the success he had

hoped for, and gave over the attempt.

After a time a select school was opened in one of

the rooms by Mr. Elizur Keeler, a resident of the

village. He continued for a year or nutro, aiul since

tlicn others have taught with varying success ibr

longer or shorter periods. But the glory of its early

days had departed for the time, and until it wii^i

taken in hand by llev. J. P. Hoyt, of the Congrega-

tional Cliurch, a few years ago. Mr. Hoyt has the

reputation of teaching an excellent school and

em])loys several assistants. It seems now as if some
of tlie old-time prosperity must return, although it is

hunliy probable that the building will ever acconuno-

date such a company an it rlid during' the finjt years

of its existence.

The following is a list of tbe t(!acl)<;rs and officerH

in 1843; Charles W. Wooster, A.IJ., Principal; S. J,

B. Dibble, Assistant; Caroline Tudf)r, I'rer-ejjtrefw

;

L(!wis T. Downs, 'I'eaclier of Music; 'J'rustiics, David

V. J5. P.aldwiii, David H. I'.clden, .Josiah B. Fair< liild,

C'liarlcs Fairnian, Cliarh-s Hlakeslee; .Josiali Sanford,

(Jliairnian ; (!liarl(^s (Jlarke, Secretary.

IIIRAM LOD(JK, NO. 18, F. A.VD A. M.,

was organized by virtue of a charter derived from

the Grand Lodge of the State of Connecticut, dated

.Ian. G, 1791. The lodge continued in good working

order for a number of years, till up iis far as 1832,

when there appears to have been a decline in its pros-

perity, which continued until the year 1848, when it

ceased to work. It was a long time before Masonry

revived in Newtown,—not until tlie years 18GO-<50,

wlien a decided reaction took place. Perhaps one of

the great incentives to this was the war which was

about to be and was fought during these years. Two
new lodges had been organized,—one at Bethel and

one at Monroe, and to which numbers were added

from Newtown, and from whom originated the idea

of reviving the old lodge. A jietition was jir&sented

to the M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of Connec-

ticut for a renewal of the old charter by the following-

named brethren : From Eureka Lodge, No. 83, Bethel,

Conn., Julius Sanford, Wm. L. Horr, George AVoffen-

den, Scoficld C. Lamb, Smith P. Glover, Wm. E.

Akley, Aaron Sanford ; from Jloiiroe Lodge, No. 93,

Monroe, Conn., Augustus Warner, G. A. Hougii ; from

Montgomery Lodge, No. 13, Salisbury, Conn., James

A. Wilson ; Wm. C. Perkins, Eoxbury, Ma.ss., who rec-

onunend Bro. Julius Sanford as first W. Miuster, Bro.

Wm. L. Horr as first Senior Warden, and Bro. George

Woffenden as first .Junior Warden of said lodge. This

petition was granted by tbe Grand Lodge at its an-

nual conuuunication, held in ^lay, 18GG, at New
Haven.

The following officers were piU)liely installed June

25, 18G(), by M. W. Chauncy ^l. Hatch, Deputy Gran.l

]\[aster: Julius Sanford, W. :\[. ; AVm. L. Horr, S. W.

;

George Woffenden, J. W. ; Smith P. Glover, Trea-*.

;

James A. Wilson, Sec. ; Seofield C. Lamb, Cimplain
;

Wm. E. Akley, S. D. ; G. A. Hough, J. D.

The following are the Masters to date : 1807, Wm.
L. Horr; 18(*8, George Wotfendon ; 18G9, George

Woffenden; 1870, Clark H. Lockwood ; 1871, Wm. T.

Sanford; 1872, Charles Webster; 1873, Pev. Wm. N.

Akley; 1874, James A. Wilson; 1875. James A. Wil-

son
;
1876, John L. Sanford

;
1877, Wm. I. Sanfonl

;

1878, Wm. I. Sanford
; 1879, Soniers D. Crofliitt

The present officers are as follows: SonuM-s D. Crof-

fntt, W. I\r.; Daniel H. InUslbrd, S. W. ; GiH>rge

Wiuton, .T. W.; Wm. 1. Sanford, See.; Janu\s M.
l?laekman, Treas. ; Charles H. Payne, S. D. ; Arthur

S. Wells, J. 1).; J.ilm L. Sanford, Tiler.
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HIRAM CHAPTER,

located at Newtown, was the first chartered body

of Royal Arch Masons in the State. Its charter was

granted by Washington Chapter, of New York City,

and was dated Ajiril 29, A.D. 1791, signed by Josiah

O. Hoffman, H. P. W. C. R. A. N.
;
George Author.

H. P. W. C. R. A. N. ; Martin Hoffman, S. P. W. C,

R. A. N.

The first session was held at Newtown, Conn., the

29th of April, 1791, and the following ofiicers were

installed : Andrew Beers, H. P. ; David Baldwin, K.
;

Oliver Peck, S. Records are missing until Sept. 29,

1806, at which time the following are the three first

officers : David Baldwin, H. P. ; S. C. Blackman, K.
;

Solomon Glover, S.

Election was held this eve, and the following officers

were elected : David Baldwin, H. P. ; Samuel C.

Blackman, K. ; Luther Harris, S.

The present officers of the chapter are as follows :

James M. Blackman, H. P. ; James A. Wilson, K.
;

Phil. G. Nichols, S. ; Wm. I. Sanford, C. H. ; John
L. Sanford, P. S.

;
George Woffenden, R. A. C. ; S.

D. Croffutt, M. 3d V.; Chas. Payne, M. 2d V.;

Ammon Taylor, M. 1st V.

HIGH PEIESTS FROM 1807 TO 1880.

David Baldwin, 1807, 1809 ; Samuel C. Blackman,

1810-15, 1817-18, 1827 ; Marcus Botsford, 1816; Tim-
othy Shepard, 1819-22 ; Daniel Blackman, 1823-24,

1829 ; John R. Wildman, 1825-26 ; Alex. Hall, 1828-

30, 1833-35; Chauncey M. Hatch, 1831 ; Geo. Woffen-

den, 1870-71, 1877-78 ; Wm. I. Sanford, 1872, 1874,

1876
;
Henry L. Wheeler, 1873 ; James M. Blackman,

1875-79.

A session ofthe Grand Lodge was held in Newtown,

Jan. 17, 1791.

In 1835 the chapter seems to have ceased to work,

or at least the records are missing until May 10, 1870,

when the Grand Chapter of Connecticut revised or

constituted a new chapter known as Hiram No. 1.

PAC-SIMILE or CONTINENTAL CURRENCY.
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